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PARLIAMENTAEY  DEBATES 

AUTHORISED  EDITION. 

FOURTH  SERIES, 

ComiEirciiro  with  tbe  Third  Ssbuox  o?  the  Twenty-sixth  Pabliamekt 

OP  THB 

raiTED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IBELAND. 


60  VICTORIA. 


VOLUME  XLV. 

COMPRISING   THE   PERIOD  FROM 
THE     NINETEENTH     DAY    OF  JANUARY 

TO 

THE    EIGHTH    DAY    OF  FEBRUARY 


1897. 


WATERLOW    &    SONS  LIMITED, 
Contractors  to  3^rr  ffSLn)tits*i  dobrrnmtnt, 

1.5,   26,   &   27,   GREAT   WINCHESTER  STREET,   E.G.  j 
BLOMFIELD  HOUSE,  LONDON  WALL,  E.C.; 
FIKSBUBY   STATIONERY  WORKS,  CLIFTON  STREET,  E.C.; 
49,  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER,  S.W. ; 
TEMPLE  ROW,  BIRMINGHAM. 

PRI2JTBB8  AMD  PCBUSHESS  OP 

•'THE  PARLTAMENTARY  DEBATES,"  AUTHORISED  EDITIOK 

(UKDKB  COHTRACT  WITB  H.  M.  OOTXRNMKNT). 
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THE  MINISTRY 

OF  THS 

Most  Honourable  the  MARQUJiSS  of  SALISBURY, .  K.G., 

at  the  openinq  of  the 
Third  Sissiox  op  the  Twbntt-bixth  Farliamint  of  thb 
UNITED   KIKGDOM  OP  GREAT   BRITAIN   AND  IRELAND, 
AND  THE  Fourteenth  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria, 
On  JANUARY  18th,  1897. 


THE  CABINET. 

Priwffi^j^Biid  Secretary  <>*  S**^       J  The  Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Salirburv,  x.o. 

Lad  Hi^h  Chancellor   The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Halrhurt. 

Lord  IVemdent  of  the  Council    The  Most  Noble  the  Duke  of  Dbvoxsrire,  k.o. 

Iflri  PriTT  Seal    The  Right  Hon.  Viacount  Ciiosa,  o.c.n.,  o.c.r.i. 

Tint  Lord  of  the  Treasury   The  Kght  Hon.  Arthur  Jamrs  Balpour. 

Setntaryof  State  for  the  Home  Department..  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Matthew  Whitk  Riolbt,  Bart. 

Smtsry  of  State  for  the  Colonies    The  Right  Hon.  Jobrph  Chahbrelain. 

^ivretiry  of  State  for  War   The  Most  Hon,  the  Marquess  of  Lansdovke,  k.q. 

^^eetettry  of  State  for  liidia    The  Right  Htm.  Lord  Georqr  Prakcis  Hauiltom. 

ChsnreUor  of  the  Exchequer    The  Right  Hon  Sir  Micharl  E.  Hicks  Bbacr,  Bart. 

Fmt  Lwd  of  the  Admiralty    The  Right  Hon.  Qeorob  Joachih  Goschrx. 

Lieatenant  of  Ireland   The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Cadooan,  k.o. 

Utd  Chancellor  of  Ireland   The  Right  Hon.  Lord  AfiHRovRyE. 

President  tA  the  Board  of  Ttade   The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Thohsox  Ritchie. 

ScfTBtaiT  Cor  Scotland,  and  Vice  President  of  i  Tn,^-n;„i.i,  tt«„  ii.t»„..»  n..»T»r.» 

the  Si^  Education  DepartoHmt  )  The  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Balpoub  of  Bihlkioh. 

Pnmlrat  of  the  Local  Government  Board  . . .   The  Right  Hon.  Hkxbt  Craplix. 
OhukGellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster    The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Janes  op  Hbreford. 

The  Right  Hon.  AretasAkrrs-Dololas. 

nandent  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture    The  Right  Hon.  Walter  Hi-mb  Long. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

^WaSr^.'.^..*!*^..':!^..^!^* }  Hon-  Orkald  Wilua«  Balfoub. 

Pottmaster  General   The  Most  Noble  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  x..o. 

"""Z  S^lSS,  Committee  of  Council  j  ^  ^^^^  Eldox  Gorst. 

iHSKRT  TOSRENS  AKRTRliTHBB,  Esq. 
William  Hates  Fiahbr,  Esq. 
The  Lord  STAjti-r?. 
/  Admiral  Sir  Frederick  Williah  Richards  o.cb. 
I  Rear  Admiral  Sir   Fbrdrrick   Gbobgb  Dbshav 

Urf.  Commisrioner.  of  tha  Admiralty   R^^^aTs^'joHM  Arbcthnot  Fisrrr,  k.c.b. 

/  Rear  Admiral  Gerard  Hbiirt  Uctred  Noel,  r.k. 

X  Joseph  Avsten  Chakbsrlain,  Esq. 

Pitrontge  Secretary  to  the  Tteasury    Sir  Wilhah  Hood  Walhond,  Bart. 

Finudiil  Secretary  to  the  Treasury   The  Right  Hon.  Robert  William  Hakburt. 

^'uetary  to  the  Admiralty.   William  Grky  Ellihon  Macabtnrt,  Esq. 

S«»tary  to  the  Board  of  Trade   The  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Swwtiry  to  the  Local  Oovemment  Board  ...  Thomas  Wallace  RrnsELL,  Esq. 
^xde  Secretary  for  the  Home  Dnnrtment. . .   The  Right  Hon.  Jesse  Colunos. 

filler  Sooetary  for  Framgn  Affairs   The  Right  Hon.  Gbobgb  Nathaniel  CfRZOK. 

talo  Secretary  for  the  Colonies    The  Earl  of  Selbobne. 

Tnilw  K— w„^  <  The  Right  Hon.  William  St.  Johx  Fremaxtlb 

Lalet  Secretary  for  War  Beodrick. 

^Bder  Secretary  for  India    The  Earl  of  Onblow,  g.c.m.o. 

nymarter  General    The  Earl  of  Hopetocn,  o.c.m.o. 

^^idal  Secretary  to  the  War  Department  Joseph  Powell- Williams,  Esq. 

'^'iiuwitBry  CSuuitj  CommiHiotier    John  Qraxt  Lawson,  Esq. 

Judge  Advocate  Gen<ml   The  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Francia  H.  Jbcitb,  Ent. 

^^I^wy  General   Sir  Richard  Etbrabd  Webster,  Knt. 

"oliritGr  General    Sir  Robert  BAmtAmiB  Finlat,  Eut. 


Digitized  by 


MINISTRY  OF  THE  MARQUESS  OF  SALISBURY. 
SCOTLAND. 

SeentaiT  for  SootUnd   In  the  Cabinei   ( See  previom  page.) 

Lord  Advocate    The  Bight  "Ssm.  Andrew  Obaham  Mubray. 

Solidto  Qenenl    Chablm  Scott  Dicksok,  Esq. 

IBELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant  and  Lord  Choaedlor   In  the  Cabinet.   (Sh  pntUm  pafV-J 

Attorney  General   The  Bight  Hon.  Johk  ATKcnox. 

6(didtor  Qeneral   ,          William  Kehht,  Eiq. 


THE  QUEEN'S  HOUSEHOLD. 

Lord  Steward  of  the  Household    The  Earl  of  Pbicrrokb  and  Hontoombbt,  OX.n. 

Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Housdiold.   The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Lathom,  o.c.b. 

Master  of  the  Horse   The  Moat  Noble  the  Duke  of  Fortlakd. 

Treaaarer  of  the  Household   The  Viscount  Cubzon. 

ComptrollOT  of  the  Household   The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Artkuk  William  Hill. 

Master  of  the  Household   The  Lord  Edtaed  William  Pklham  Cluttox,  ic. 

Vice  Chamberlain  of  the  Honai^old   The  Hon.  Ailwth  Edward  Fuxowbb. 

Captain  of  the  Yeoman  of  the  Qnard   The  Earl  Waldeohatk. 

Captain  of  the  Corpe  of  Gentlenum-at-Amu   The  Lord  Bblpeb. 

Master  of  the  Buckhoands    The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Cotbktry. 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
The  Earl  of  Ranfvrly. 
The  Earl  of  Kintobb,  a.o.H.o. 
Tbo  Viscount  Bexdpobt,  q.c.b. 
^nie  Lord  Churckhx. 
The  Lord  Harris,  o.ai.R. 
The  Lord  Lawrencx, 
,  The  Lcard  Bagot. 

MlflbeH  of  the  Robes    Her  Grace  the  Dnchen  of  Bocoliuch 


LordB-iu' Waiting , 
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AN  ALPHABETICAL  LIST 

OF  THE 

LORDS  SPIRITUAL  AND. TEMPORAL 

IS 

The  Thibd  Sbsbion  or  the  Twenty-sixth  Fabliahkkt 

or 

THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

(Preaented  tU  the  Opening  tif  the  Session.) 
KoTB. — The  figures  in  the  Margin  r^er  to  the  corresponding  Figures  on  the  JMl. 


A. 

39  Abercom,    James,    Marquess  of. 

{Duke  qf  Abermrn.) 
345  Abercromby,  George  Ralph,  Lord. 
471  Aberdare,  Henry  Campbell,  Lord. 
63  Abe^avenny,  William,  Marquess  of. 
76  AHngdon,  Montagu  Arthur,  Earl  of. 
394  Alnnger,  James  Yorke  MacGregor, 
Lord. 

463  Acttm,  Jdm  Emerioh  Edvard>  Lord. 
546  Addington,  Egerton,  Lord. 
47  Aileebiuy,  Henry  Augustus,  Mar- 
quess ol. 
49  Ailsa,  Archibald,  Marquess  of. 
87  Airiiej    David    Stanley  William, 

Earl  of.    {Elected  for  Scotland^) 
5  Albany,    His    Royal  Highness 
Leopold  Charles  Edward  George 
Albert,  Duke  of. 
78  Albemarle  Amdd  '  Allan  Ceol, 
Eul  of. 


585  Aldenham,  Henry  Hucks,  Lord. 
462  Alington,  Henry  Gerard,  Lord. 
159  Amherst,  William  Archer,  Earl. 
562  Amherst  of  Hackney,  William  Am- 

hurst.  Lord 
496  Ampthill,  Arthur  OKver  Villiers, 

Lord. 

195  Ancaster,  Gilbert  Heairy,  Earl  of. 
45  Anglesey,  Henry,  Marquess  of. 
441  Annaly,  Luke,  Lord. 
126  Annesley,  Hugh,  Earl.  {Ekcted/or 

Ireland.) 

491  ArdilauU}  Arthur  Edward,  Lord. 
33  Argyll,  George  Douglas,  Duke  of. 
542  Armstrong,  William  George,  Lord. 
275  ArundellofWardour,  John  Francis, 
Lord. 

518  Ashbourne,  Edward,  Lord, 
100  Aflhbumham,  Bertram,  Earl  of. 
396  Ashburton,  Francis  Denzil  Edward, 
Lord. 

559  Ashcombe,  CJeorge,  Lord. 
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579  Ashton,  James,  Lord.  1 
320  Auckland,  William  Morton,  Lord. 
94  Aylesford,    Charles  W^;htwick, 
Earl  of. 

B. 

303  Bagot,  William,  Lord. 

288  Balfour   of  Burleigh,  Alexander 

Hugh,  Lord.  {Elected  for  Scotland.) 
459  Balinhard,  James,  Lord.    {Earl  of 

Southesh.) 

128  BandoQ,  James  Francis,  Karl  of. 

{Elects  for  Ireland.) 
250  Bangor,  Daniel  Lewis,  Bishop  of. 
207  Bangor,  Henry  William  Crosbie, 

Viscount.    {Elected  for  Ireland.) 
283  Barnard,  Henry  de  Yere,  Lord. 
543  Basing,  Qeorge  Limbrey,  Lord. 
402  Bateman,  William  Bateman,  Lord. 
38  Bath,  Thomas  Henry,  Marquess  of. 
112  Bathurst,  Seymour  Henry,  Earl. 
567  Battersea,  Cyril,  Lord. 
153  Beauchamp,  William,  Karl. 
16  Beaufort,  Henry  Charles  Fitzroy, 
Duke  of. 

1 9  Bedford ,  Herbrand  Arthur,  Duke  of 
127  Bel  more,  Somerset  Richard,  Earl  of. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
427  Belper,  Henry,  Lord. 
75  Berkeley,  Randal  Mowbray  Thomas 
Earl  of. 

309  Berwick,  Bichud  Henry,  Lord. 
560  BIythswood,  Archibald  Campbell, 
Lord. 

200  Bolingbroke  and  St.  John,  Henry, 

Viscount. 

328  Bolton,  William  Thomas,  Lord. 

295  Boston,  George  Florance,  Lord. 

263  Botreaux,  Charles  Edward  Hastings, 
Lord.    {Earl  of  Loudoun.) 

538  Bowes,  Ckude,  Lord.  {Earl  of 
StraUunore  and  Kinghome.) 

290  Boyle,  Richard  Edmund  St.  Law- 
rence, Lord.  {Earl  of  Cork  and 
Orrery.) 


495  Brabourne,  Edward,  Lord. 
151  Bradford,  Orlando  George  Charles, 
Earl  of. 

449  Brancepeth,  Gustaros  Russell,  Lord. 

(  Viscount  Soyne.) 
23  Brandon,  Alfred  Douglas,  Duke  of. 
534  Brassey,  Thomas,  Lord. 
316  Braybrooke,    Charles  Cornwallia, 

Lord. 

263  Braye,  Alfred  Thomas  Townshend, 

Lord. 

53  Breadalbane,  Gavin,  Marquess  of. 
223  Bridport,  Alexander  Nelson,  Vis- 
count. 

48  Bristol,  Frederick  William  Joha, 

Marquess  of. 

325  Brodrick, William, Lord.  {Viscounl 

Midleton.) 

103  Brooke,  Fnuicis  Richard  Charles 

Guy,  Earl,  and  Earl  of  Warwick. 
437  BroughamandVaux,Henry Charles, 
Lord. 

148  Brownlow,    Adalbert  Wellington 
Brownlow,  Earl. 

104  Buckinghamshire,    Sidney  Carr, 

Earl  of. 

580  Burghdere,    Herbert  Coulstoun, 
Lord. 

532  Burton,  Michael  Arthur,  Lord. 
41  Bute,  John  Patrick,  Marquess  of. 
280  Byron,  George  Frederick  William, 
Lord. 

C. 

120  Cadogan,  George  Henry,  Earl. 
186  Cairns,  Herbert  John,  Earl. 
129  Caledon,  James,  Earl  of.  {Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

326  Calthorpe,  Augustus  Oholmondeley, 

Lord. 

6  Cambridge,  His  Royal  Highness 
George  William  Frederick  Chu-les, 
Duke  of. 

44  Camden,  John  Charles,  Marquess'. 

264  Camoys,  Francis  Robert^  Lord. 
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163  Cuqierdown,  Robert  Adam  ^ip§ 
Kddane,  Earl  of. 
7  Oftaterboryj  Frederick^  Archbishop 
of. 

218  Guito-biiry,  Heiuy  Charles,  Yis- 
ooant. 

406  Cuew,  Robert  Shapland  George 

Jolian,  Lord. 
313  CarletOD,   Richard  Henry,  Lord. 

(Sari  of  Shanmm.) 
475  Cu-lingford,    Chicheeter  Samuel, 

Lord.    (Lord  Clermont.) 
73  Carlisle,  George  Jamee,  Earl  of. 
355  Carlisle,  John  WareiDg,  Bishop  of. 
119  Carnarvon,  George  Edwud  Stanhope 

Moljrneux,  Elarl  of. 

68  Camwatii,  Robert  Harris  Camwath, 

Darl  of.    {SUctedfiyr  SeotUmd.) 
196  Carrington,  Charles  Robert,  Earl. 
344  Carysfort,  William,  Lord.   {Earl  of 

Cary^ori.) 
463  CasUetowii,  Bernard  Edward  Baiv 

naby,  Lord. 
146  Gathcart,  Alan  Frederick,  Earl. 
160  Cawdor,  John  ]^«derick  Vaughan, 

Earl. 

386  Chaworfch,  Reginald,  Lord.  {Earl 

of  Meath.) 
431  ChdmBford,    Frederic  Augustas, 

Loid. 

430  Cbesham,  Charles  ComptonWUliam, 
Lord. 

248  Chester,  Francis  John,  Bishop  of. 

69  Cbeeterfield,  Edwyn  Francis,  Earl  of. 
M9  Cheyleemore,     William  Meriton, 

Lord. 

237  Chiche8ter,EmestRoland,Bi8hopof. 
134  Chichester,  Walter  John,  Earl  of. 
46  Cbcdmondeley,  Geiyrge  Henry  Hugh, 

Harquesa  of. 
368  Churchill,  Victor  Albert  Francis 

Charles,  Lord. 
ti2  Churston,  John,  Lord. 
365  ClanlnBsill,  John  Stoange,  Lord. 


216  Clanoarty,  William  Frederick,  Via. 

count.    (Eo^l  of  Clancarty.) 
379  Glanwilliam,  Richwd  James,  liord. 

{Earl  of  CXom/mUiom^ 
lU  Chirendon,  Edward  Hyde,  Eari  of. 
342  Clarina,  Eyre  Challoner  Henry,  Lord. 

(Elected  for  Irekmd.) 
384  Clements,  Charles,  Lord.    (Earl  of 

2ol  CliflEbrd  of  Chudleigh,  Lewis  Henry 

Hugh,  Lord. 
276  Clifton,    Edward  Henry  Stuart, 

Lord.    (Earl  of  J)amley.) 
260  Clinton,  Charles  Henry  RoUe,  Lord. 
336  Clonbrock,    Luke   Gerald,  Lord. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
391  Cloncurry,    Valentine  Frederick, 

Lord. 

201  Cobham,  Charles  George,  Viscount. 
360  Colchester,  Reginald  Charles  Ed- 
ward, Lord. 
473  Coleridge,  Bernard  John  S^mour, 

Lord. 

525  ColTilie  of  Culross,  Charles  John, 
Lord. 

217  Combermere,   Robert  Wellington, 

Viscount. 

420  Congleton,  Henry,  lord. 

3  Connanght  and  Stratluum,  Hia 
Royal  Highness  Arthur  William 
Patrick  Albert,  Buke  of. 

537  C(mnemara,  Robort,  Lord. 

175  Cottenham,Kea^mCharle8  Edward, 

Eari  of. 

476  Cottesloe,  Thomas  Francis,  Lord. 
79  Coventry,  Geoi^  William,  Earl 
of. 

176  Cowley,  Henry  Arthur  Momington, 

Earl. 

96  Cowper,  Francis  Thomas  da  Orey, 
Earl. 

194  Cranbrook,  Gathom^  Ewl  <tf, 
131  Craven,  William  Geor^ga  Robert) 
Earl  of. 

661  Crawshaw,  Thomas,  Lord. 
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197  Crewe,  Robert  Offle^  Ashburton, 
Earl  of. 

338  Crofton,  Edward  Henry  Churchill, 
Lord.    {Elected  for  Ireland,) 

557  Cromer,  Evelyn,  Lord. 

11  &  228  Cross,  Richard  Asshetoii,  Vis- 
count. {Lord  Privy  Seal.) 
28  Cumberland  and  Teriotdale,  His 
Koyal  Highness  Ernest  Augustus 
William  Adolphus  Ceorge  Fred- 
erick, Duke  of. 


92  Dartmouth,  William  Heneage,  Earl 
of. 

181  Dartrey,  Richard,  Earl  of. 

576  Davey,  Horace,  Lord.    {A  Lord  of 

Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 
259  de  Clifford,  Jack  Southwell,  Lord. 
423  de  Freyne,  Arthur,  Lord. 
109  De  la  Warr,  Gilbert  GeorgeRc^inald, 

Earl. 

395  de  lisle  and  Dudley,  Philip,  Lord. 
407  de  Mauley,  William  Ashley  Webb, 
Lord. 

192  de  Moatalt,  Cornwallis.  Earl. 
647  de  Ramsey,  William  Henry,  Lord. 
256  de  Ros,  Dudley  Charles,  Lord. 

392  de  Saumarez,  James  St.  Vincent, 

Lord. 

508  de  Vcaci,   John  Robert  William, 
Ix)rd.    {  Viscount  de  Vesci.) 

368  Delamere,  Hugh,  Lord. 
64  Denbigh,   Rudolph  Robert  Basil 
Aloysius  Augustine,  Earl  of. 

393  Denman,  Thomas,  Lord. 

622  Deramore,  Robert  Wilfrid,  Lord. 

59  Derby,  Frederick  Arthur,  Earl  of. 
500  Derwent,  Harcourt,  Lord. 
62  Devon,  Henry  Hugh,  Earl  of. 
'10  &  20  Devonshire,  Spencer  Ccnnpton, 
Duke  of.    {Lord  Prestdeni  of  the 
CouneU.) 


298  Digby,  Edward  Henry  Trftfadgar, 

Lord. 

301  Dinevor,  Arthur   de  Gardonnel, 
Lord. 

73  Doncaster,  William  Henry  Walter, 

Earl  of.    {Duke  qf  Butdmu^  and 

Queen^>erry.) 
314  Dorchester,  Dudley  Wilmot,  Ijord. 
277  Dormer,  John  Baptist  Joseph,  Lord. 
478  Douglas,  Charles  Alexander,  Lord. 

{Eaii  of  Home.) 
167  Dude,  Henry  John,  Eu*!  of. 
178  Dudley,  William  Humble,  Earl  of. 
54  Dufferin  and  Ava,  Frederick  Temple, 

Marquess  of. 
341  Dunalley,  Henry  O'Callaghan,  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
90  Dundonald,    Douglas  Mat^nnon 

Baillie  Hamilton,  Earl  of .  {Sleeted 
for  Scotland.) 
564  Dunleath,  Henry  Lyie,  Lord. 
387  Dnnmore,  Charles  Adolphus,  Lord. 

{Earl  of  Duntmre^ 
458  Dunoinfj^  JohUf  Lord.  (£tfrci.£otio.) 
331  Dunsany,   ZiAas.   William,  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
233  Durham,  Brooke  Foss,  Bishop  <A. 
164  Durham,  John  George,  Earl  of. 


G. 


429  Ebury,  Robert  Wellesley,  Lord. 
2  Edinburgh,  His  Royal  Highness 
Alfred  Ernest  Albert,  Duke  of. 

166  Effingham,  Henry,  Earl  of. 

434  Egerton,  Wilbraham,  Lord. 

153  Eldon,  John,  Earl  of. 

421  El^n,  ViotOT   Alexander,  Lord. 
(Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincardine.) 

346  Ellenborough,  Charles  Towry  Hamil- 
ton, Lord. 

173  ElIesmerOiIVanoiaChjarlesGranTill^ 

Earl  of. 

524  Elphinstone,  Sidney  Herbert,  Lord. 
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345  Ely,  Alwyne,  ffiahop  of. 
474  Tliomas  William  Oaston, 

Lofd. 

349  Enkine,Williun  Macnaghten,  Lord. 
521  Eaher,  WiUiam  Baliol,  Lord. 
71  Eaaex,  George  Derereux  de  Yeie, 
Earl  of. 

469  Etbick,    Francis,    Lord.  (Lord 

42  Exeter,  Browulow  Henry  George, 

MarquesB  of. 
243  Exeter,  Edward  Henry,  Bishop  of. 
214  Exmouth,  Edward  Fleetwood  John, 

Viscount. 

F. 

199  Falkland,  Byron  Flantagenet,  Vis- 

oonnt.    {Elected  /or  SooUand.) 
202  Falmoath,  Evelyn  Edward  Thomas, 

Yiscoimt, 
669  Farrer,  Thomas  Henry,  Lord. 
480  Fermanagh,  John   Henry,  Lord. 

{Earl  of  Erne.) 
91  Ferrers,  Sewallis  Edward,  Earl. 
182  Feversham,  William  Emeat,  Earl  of. 
519  Field,  William  Yentris,  Lord. 
32  Fife,  Alexander  William  George, 

Doke  of. 

382  FingalljArthur  James  Fraaoi>,Lord. 
{SaH  of  FingaU.) 

317  FiBherwick,  George  Augustus  Ham- 
ilton, Lord.  {MctrqiMM  qf  Dmie- 
gall.) 

438  Fitzhardinge,  Charles  Paget  Fitz- 
hardiage,  Lord. 

105  Fitzwilliam,  William  Thomas  Spen- 
cer, Earl. 

300  Fdey,  Henry  Thomas,  Lord. 

284  Forbes,  Horace  Gourtenay  Gammell, 
Lord.   {Elected /or  Scotland.) 

369  Forester,  Cecil  Theodore,  Lord. 

118  Fortescue,  Hugh,  Earl. 

367  Foxford,  William  Edmond  de  Yere 
Bbeafie,  Lord.  {Earl  <^  Limerick.) 


AND  TEMPORAL.  ix 
G. 

318  Gage,  Henry  Charles,  Lord.  {Vis 

count  Gage.) 
172  Gainsborough,    Charles  William 

Francis,  Earl  of. 

352  Gardnw,  ,  Lord. 

484  Gerard,  William  Cansfield,  Lord. 
371  Gifford,  Edric  Frederic,  Lord. 
584  Glenesk,  Algernon,  Lord. 
235  Gloucester   and    Bristol,  Charles 

John,  Bishop  of. 
313  Gordon,  John  Campbell,  Viscount. 

{Earl  <if  Ahwdeen.) 
464  Gormanston,  Jenico  William  Joseph, 

Lord.    ( Viscount  Oomumaton.) 
221  Gough,  Hugh,  Viscount. 
15  Grafton,  Augustus  Charles  Lennox, 

Duke  of. 

98  Graham,  Douglas  Beresford  Malise 
Ronald,  Earl.  {Duke  of  Afonirose.) 
351  Granard,  Bernard  Arthur  William 
Patrick  Hastings,  Lord.   {Earl  oj 
Granard.) 

305  Grantley,  3<AiXL  Richard  Brinsley, 
Lord. 

165  Granville,  Granville  George,  Earl. 
466  Greville,  Algernon  William  Fulkr, 

Lord. 

141  Grey,  Albert  Henry  George,  Eaii. 
262  Grey  de  Bntbyn,  Rawdon  George  • 

Grey,  Lord. 
529  Grimthorpe,  Edmund,  Lord. 
366  Grinstead,  Lowry  £gertou,  Ijord. 

{EaHqf  EnniskUlm.) 
106  Guilford,  Frederick  George,  Eail  (i. 
327  Gwydir,  Peter  Robert,  Lord. 


H. 

85  Haddington,    George,    Eiu>l  of. 

{Elected  /or  Scotland.) 
489  Haldon,  Lawrence  Hesketh,  Lord. 
222  Halifax,  Charles  Lindley,  Yiscovmt. 
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8  Sc  508  Halsbury, .  Hardinge  Stanley, 
Lord.    {Lord  fftgh  Chancellor.) 

533  Hamiltonof  Balzell,  JohnGlenoairn 
Carter,  Lord. 

225  Hampden,  Henry  Robert,  'Vlaoount. 

477  Hampton,  Herbert  Perrott  Murray, 
Lord. 

220  Hardinge,  H«iry  Charles,  Viscount. 
107  Hardwicke,  Charles  Philip,  Earl 
of. 

460  Hare,  William,  Lord.    (Earl  qf 

Liatouxl.) 
144  Harewood,  Henry  Ulick,  Earl  of. 
481  Harlech,  William  Richard,  Lord. 
101  Harrington,     Charles  Augustus, 

Earl  of. 

359  Harris,  George  'Robert  Canning, 
Lord. 

143  Harrowby,  Dudley  Francis  Stuart, 
Earl  of. 

446  Hartismere,  John    Major,  Lord. 

{Lord  ffenn'^er.) 
258  Hastings,  George  Manners,  Lord. 
397  Hatherton,  Edward  George  Percy, 

Lord. 

208  Hawarden,  Cornwallis,  Viscount. 
{Elected for  Ireland.)  {In  a/nother 
place  as  Earl  de  Montalt.) 

299  Hawke,  Martin  Bladen,  Lord. 

571  Hawkesbmry,  Cecil  George  Savile, 
Lord. 

291  Hay,  George,  Lord.    {Earl  of  Kin- 

noul.) 

337  Headley,    Charles    Mark,  Lord. 

{Elected/or  Ireland.) 
19iS  Hereford,  Robert,  Viscount. 
509  Herries,     Marmaduke  Francis, 

Lord. 

526  Herschell,  Farrer,  Lord. 

40  Hertford,  Hugh  de  Grey,  Marquess 
of. 

377  Heytesbury,  William  Frederick, 
Lord. 

219  Hill,  Rowland  Richard,  Viscount. 

527  HillingdoD,  Charles  Henry,  Lord. 


113  Hillsborough,  Arthur  Wills'  3cAm 
Wellington  Trumbull  Blundell, 
Earl  of.  {Marquess  of  Doumshire.) 

528  Hindlip,  Samuel  Charles,  Lord. 

516  HoUwuae,  Arthur,  Lord. 

205  Hood,  Francis  Wheler,  Viscount. 

554  Hood  of  Avalon,  Arthur  William 
Adand,  Lord. 

354  Hopetoun,  John  Adrian  LouiSyLord. 
{Earl  of  ffopeloun.) 

501  Hothfield,  Henry  James,  Lord. 

272  Howard  de  Walden,  Frederick 
George,  Lord. 

461  Howard  of  GlosBop,  Francis  Edward, 
Lord. 

154  Howe,  Richard  William  Perm,  Earl. 
498  Howth,  William  Ulick  Tristram, 

Lord.    (Earl  of  Hoioth.) 
60  Huntingdon,  Warner  Francis  John. 

Plantagenet,  Earl  of. 
215  Hutchinson,  John  Luke  George, 

Visoount.  (Earl  tf  Dorunufhmore.) 
447  Hylton,  Hedworth  Hylton,  Loitl. 


I. 

191  Iddesleigh,  Walter  Stafford,  Earl  of . 
108  Ilohester,  Henry  Edward,  Earl  of. 
332  Incbiqnin,  Edward  Donough,  Lord. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
169  Innes,  Henry  John,  Earl.  (i)wA«  qf 

SoaiburffJie.) 
550  Iveagh,  Edward  Cetnl,  Lord. 


J. 

581  James,  Henry,  Lord. 
80  Jersey,  Victor  Albert  George,  Earl 
of. 

E. 

417  Keane,  John  Manley  ArbuUmofc, 
Lord. 

385  Kenlis,    Geofirey    Thomas,  Lord. 
{Harqttess  of  Hea4fort.) 
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426  KeniiiaTe,Valentiiie  Augustas,  Lord. 

(Earl  of  Kenmare.y 
444  Eeniy,  Windham  Thomas,  Lord. 
{£kirl  of  Punraven  and  Mount 
Eari.) 

531  Kensington,  William,  Lord. 

316  Kenjon,  Lloyd,  Lord. 

361  Eer,   Schomberg    Henry,  Lord. 

{Marquess  of  Lothian.) 
450  Kesteren,  John  Henry,  Lord. 
555  Kelvin,  William,  Lord. 
335  Kilm^ne,  Francis  William,  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
381  Kilmarnock,  Charles  Gore,  Lord. 

{Eairl  of  ErroU.)  ■ 
157  Kilmorey,  Francis  Charles,  Ewl  of. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
180  Kimberley,  John,  Earl  of. 
438  Kinnaird,  Arthur  Fitz-Gerald,  Lord. 
403  Kintore,  Algernon  Hawkins  Tho- 

mond,  Lord.    (Earl  of  KitUoi-e.) 
230  Knutaford,  Henry  Tburstao,  Yis- 

conut. 


L. 

492  Lamington,  Charles  Wallace  Alex- 
ander Napier,  Lord. 

122  Lanesborough,  John  Vansittart 
Danvers,  Earl  of.  (Elected  Jbr 
Ireland.) 

339  Langford,  Hercules  Edward,  Lord. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
35  Lansdowne,  Henry  Charles  Keith, 
Marquess  of. 

57  &  188  Lathom,  Edward,  Earl  of. 
{Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  House- 
hold.) 

86  Lauderdale,  fVedericdc  Henry,  Earl 

of.    {Elected  for  Scotland.) 
456  Lawrence,  John  Hamilton,  Lord. 
433  Leoonfield,  Henry,  Lord. 
18  Leeds,  George  Godolphin,  Duke  of. 
170  Leicester,  Thomas  William,  Earl  of. 
412-Leigh,  William  Henry,  Lord. 


AND  TEMPORAL.  xi 

204  Leinster,  Maurice  Viscount.  (Dttlie 

of  Leimier.) 
89  Leven  and  Melville,  Ronald  Ruth- 
v^  Earl  of.    (Ulected  for  Seo^ 
land.) 

254  Lichfield,  Augustus,  Bishop  of. 
163  Lichfield,  Thomas  Francis,  Earl  of. 
329  Lilford,  Tbomas,  Lord. 
242  Lincoln,  Edward,  Bishop  of. 
66  Lindsey,  Montague,  Earl  of. 
517  Lingen,   Ralph  Robert  Wheeler,. 
Lord. 

404  Lismore,  George  Fonsonby,  Lord. 

{ViscourU  Lisinore.) 
236  Liverpool,  John  Charles,  Bishop  of. 

231  Llanda£f,  Henry,  Viscount. 
238  Llandaff,  Richard,  Bishop  of. 
665  Llangattock,  John  Allan,  Lord. 
577  Loch,  Henry  Brougham,  Lord. 
343  Loftus,  John  Henry,  Lord.  {Mar- 
quess of  Ely.) 

193  Londesborough,    William  Henry 
Forester,  Earl  of. 

232  London,  Mandell,  Bishop  of. 
142  Lonsdale,  Hugh  Cecil,  Earl  of. 

307  Lovaine,  Henry  George,  Lord.  {Earl 
Percy.) 

401  Lovat,  Simon  Joseph,  Lord. 

171  Lovelace,  Halph  Gordon,  Earl  of. 

296  Lovell  and  Holland,  Charles  George, 

Lord.    {Earl  of  Egmont.) 
126  Lucan,  George,  Earl  of.  (Elected 

for  Ireland.) 
414  Lurgan,  William,  Lord. 
187  Lytton,  Victor  Alexander  George 

Robert,  Earl  of. 
436  Lyveden,  Fitz-Fatrick  Henry,  Lord. 


M. 

97  Macclesfield,     Thomas  Augustus 
Wolstenholme,  Earl  of. 
536  Macnaghten,  Edward,  Jjord.  (A 
Lord  qf  Appeal  in  Ordinary.)  . 
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541  MaghwainCHrne,    James  DongUs, 

Lord. 

121  MaliQesbur7,EdvardJamee,Earlof. 
246  Manchester,  JamiBS,  Bishc^  of. 
26  Manchester,  WiUiam  Angus  Drogo, 
Ihikeof. 

353  Manners,  John  Thomas,  Lord. 
282  Manners  <rf  Haddtm,  Henry  John 
Brinsley,    Ijord.     {MarqtusB  of 

Grcmby.) 

115  Mansfield,  William  David,  Earl  of. 
139  Manvers,  Sydney  William  Herbert, 
Earl. 

82  Mar,  John  Francis  Erskine,  Earl  of. 

{Elected  jtyr  Scotland.) 
84  Mar  and  Kellie,  Walter  John 

Francis,  Earl  (rf.    {Elected  for 

Scotland.) 
21  Marlborough,  CharlesRichard  John, 

Duke  of, 
652  Masham,  Samuel,  Lord. 
333  Massy,  John  Thomas  William,  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
124  Mayo,  Dermot  Bobert  Wyndham, 

Earl  of.   {Sleeted  for  Ireland.) 
355  Meldrum,  Charles,  Lord.  (Mar- 

quets  of  ffuntly.) 
210  Melville,  Henry,  Viscount. 
321  Mendip,  Leopold  George  Frederick, 

Lord.    (  Viecount  Clifden.) 
443  Meredyth,  James  Herbert  Gustavus 

Mwedyth,  Lend.   {lord  Athlum- 

ney.) 

410  Methuen,  Paul  Sanford,  Lord. 
292  Middleton,     Digby  Wentworth 

Bayard,  Lord. 
362  Minster,    Henry    Francis,  Lord. 

{Marqueaa  Conyngham.') 
145  Minto,  Gilbert  John,  Earl  of. 
445  Monck,    Henry    Power  Charles 

Stanley,  Lord.    (  ViecowiU  Monck.) 
639  Monokton,  George  Edmund  Milnes, 

Lord.    {Vitcownt  Qaltoay.) 
472  Monorei£^  Hairy  Junes,  Lord. 
505  Monk  Bretton,  John  George,  Lord. 


515  Monkswell,  Robert^  Lord. 
523  Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  Henry  John, 
Lord. 

350  Monteagle,  Iliomae,  Lord.  {Ma/r- 

quest  qf  Sligo.) 
415  Monteagle    of  Brandon,  Thomas 

Spring,  Lord. 
150  Morley,  Albert  Edmund,  Earl  of. 
548  Morris,  Michael,  Lord.    {A  Lord 

Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 
83  Morton,  Sholto  George  Watson. 

Earl  of.    {ElecUdfor  Scotland.) 
389  Mostyn,  Llewelyn  Nevill  Vaughan, 

Lord. 

117  Mount  Edgcombe,  William  Henry, 
Earl  of. 

551  Mount  Stephen,  George,  Lord. 
257  Mowbray,  Charles  Botolph  Jose|)h, 

Lord. 

161  Monster,  William  George,  Earl  of. 
334  Mnskerry,  .  Hamilton  Matthew 

Fitzmaurice,   Lord.   {Elected  for 

Ireland.) 

N. 

453  Napier,  Bobert  William,  Lord. 
137  Nelson,  Horatio,  Earl. 

26  Newcastle,  Henry  Pelham  An  Jii 

bald  Douglas,  Duke  of. 
563  Newton,  William  John,  Lord. 
12  Norfolk,  Henry,  Duke  of.  {Earl 

Mortal  qf  England,) 
50  Normanby,    Constantino  Charles 
Henry,  Marquess  of. 
270  North,  William  Henry  John,  Lord. 
43  Northampton,  William,  Marquess 
of. 

506  Northboome,  Walter  Henry,  Lord. 
186  Northbrook,  Thomas  George,  Earl 

of. 

510  Northingtoa,AnthonyHenley,Lord. 
{Lord  ffmley.) 

27  Northumberland,  Algernon  George, 

Duke  oL 

486  Norton,  Charles  Bowyer,  Lord. 
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4  >7  O'Hafan,  Thomas  Tovaeley,  Lord. 

162  O'NeiU.  Edward,  Lord. 

132  Onslow,  Waiiam  HilUer,  Earl  of. 

400  Oruunore  and  Browne,  Geoffirey 
Doniniok  Ai^iutiis  fVederick, 
Lord.    {Elected  Jor  Inland.) 

140  Orford,  Robert  Horaoe,  Earl  of. 

S87  Oriel,  Clotworthy  John  Eyre,  Lord. 
(  Viaeount  Massereene.) 

451  Ormathwaite,  Arthnr,  Lord. 

363  Ornumd^  James  Edward  William 
llieobald,  Lord.  (Miarquen  of 
Ormonde.) 

ilO  Orertoon,  John  Oampbell,  Lord. 

327  Oxenbridge,  William  John,  Vis- 
count. 

418  Oxenfoord,  John,  Lord.  (Earl  of 
Stair.) 

339  Oxford,  William,  Bishop  of. 
P. 

229  Peel,  Arthnr  Wellesley,  Viscount. 
56  ft  61   Pembn^  aiul  Montgomery, 

Sidney,  Earl  of.    {Lord  Steward 

of  the  ffoueehold.) 
448  Penrhyn,  Oeorge  Bholto  Gordon, 

Lord. 

457  Penzuice,  James  Plaiated,  Lord. 
273  Fetre,  Bernard  Henry  Philip,  Lord. 
583  Pirbright,  Henry,  Lord. 
566  Playfair,  Lyon,  Lord. 
376  Plnnket,  William  Conyngham, 
Lord. 

388  Foltimore,  Augustus  Frederick 

George  Warwick,  Lord. 
289  Polwarth,    Walter    Hugh,  Lord. 

{Elected  far  Scotland.) 
293  Ponsonby,  Walter  William  Braba- 

zon,  lord.   {Earl  of  Beuborough.) 
123  Portarlington,  Lionel  George  Henry 

Seymour,  Earl  ol.    {Elected  for 

JreJand.) 


AND  TEMPORAL.  .  xiii 

24  Portluid,   William  3tAm  Arthur 
Charles  James,  Duke  of. 
224  Fortman,  William  Henry  Berkeley, 

Viscount. 
102  Portsmouth,  Kewton,  Earl  of. 
81  Poulett,  William  Henry,  Earl. 
206  and  511  Fowersoourt,  Mervyn 
Edward,  Viscount.  {Lord  Powers- 
court.) 

136  Powia,  George  Charles,  Earl  of. 
R. 

110  Radnor,  William,  Earl  of. 
425  Raglan,  George   Fitz-Roy  Henry, 
Lord. 

479  Ramsay,   Arthur    George  Maule, 

Lord.   {Earl  of  Dalhoueie.) 
374  Ranfurly,  tJchter  John  Mark,  Lord. 

{Earl  of  Ean/urly.) 
455  Rathdonnell,  Thomas  Ean^  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
582  Rathmore,  David  Robert,  Lord. 
183  Ravenaworth,  Henry  George,  Earl 

of. 

370  Rayleigh,  John  William,  Lord. 
499  Reay,  Dtm^d  James,  Lord. 
573  Rendel,  Stuart,  Lord. 
514  Rerelstoke,  Edward  Charles,  Lord. 
330  Ribblesdale,  Thomas,  Lord. 
14  Richmond,  Charles  Henry,  Duke  of. 
51  Ripon,   George  Frederick  Samuel, 

Marquess  of. 
241  Ripon,  William  Boyd,  Bishop  of. 
464  Robartes,  Thomas  Charl^,  Lord. 
553  Roberts  (rf  Kandahar,  Frederick 

Sleigh,  Lord. 
306  Rodney,    George  Bridges  Harley 

Dennet,  Lord. 
442  Romilly,JohnGaspardLeMarohant, 

Lord. 

133  Romney,  Charles,  Earl  of. 
556  Rook  wood,  Henry  John,  Lord. 
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378  Roaebery,  Archibald  Philip,  Lord. 

(Earl  of  Roaehery.) 
138  Roase,  Lawrence,  Earl  of.  {Elected 

fw  Irdand.) 
ISO  Rosslyn,  James   Francis  Harry, 

Earl  of. 

405  Roesmore,  Derrick  Warner  William, 

Lord. 

513  Rothschild,  Nathaniel  Mayer, 
Lord. 

494  Bowton,  Montagu  Williun,  Lord. 
179  Russell,    John   Francis  Stanley, 
Earl 

575  RuBsell  of  Killowen,  Charles,  Lord. 
22  Rutland,    John   James  Robert, 
Duke  of. 


S. 

485  Sackrill^  Lionel  Sackrille,  Jjord. 
251  Saint  Albans,  John  Wogan,  Bishop 
of. 

17  Saint    Albans,  William  Amelius 
Aubrey  De  Vere,  Duke  of. 
249  Saint  Asaph,  Alfred  George,  Bishop 
of. 

149  Saint  Germans,  Henry  Cornwallis, 
Earl  of. 

271  Saint  John  of  Bletso,  Beauchamp 

Moubray,  Lord. 
424  Saint  Leonards,  Edward  Bnrten- 

shav.  Lord. 
540  Saint  Levan,  John,  Lord. 
519  Saint  Oswald,  Rowland,  Lord. 
209  Saint  Vincent,   Cam^e  Parker, 

Viscount. 
244  Salisbury,  John,  Bishop  of. 
37  Salisbury,  Robert  Arthur  Talbot, 

Marquess  of. 
324  Saltersford,  James  George  Henry, 

Lord.    {Earl  of  Courtotcn.) 
285  Saltoan,      Alexander  William 

Frederick,    Lord.     {Sleeted  for 

Scotland.) 
468  Sandhurst,  William,  Lord. 


70  Sandwich,  Edward  George  Henry, 
Earl  of. 

347  Sandys,  Augustus  Frederick  Arthur, 

Lord. 

547  Savile,  John,  Lord. 
274  Saye  and  Sele,  John  Fiennes,  Lord. 
77  Scarbrough,  Aldred  Frederick 

George  Beresford,  Earl  ot 
294  Scarsdale,  Alfred  Kathaniel  Holden, 

Lord. 

416  Seaton,    John    R^inald  Upton, 

Lord. 

383  Sefton,    William    Philip,  Lord. 

(Earl  of  Sejian.) 
190  Selbome,    William  Waldegrare, 

Earl  of. 

74  Shi^tesbury,  Anthony,  Earl  of. 
558  Shand,  Alexander  Boms,  IicmyL 

348  Sheffield,    Henry    North,  Lord 

{Earl  of  SAeJield,) 
310  Sherbom^  Edwafd  Lennox,  Lord. 
58  Shrewsbury,  Charles  Henry  John, 
Earl  of. 

487  Shute,    Percy,    Lord.  {Viswunt 

BarringUm.) 
21 1  Sidmouth,  William  Wells,  Viscount 
366  Silchester,  Thomas,  Lord.    {EaH  of 

Longford.) 
286  Sinclair,  Charles  William,  Lord 

{Elected  far  Scotland.) 
372  Somerhill,  Hubert  George,  Lord 

{MarqueM  of  Clawrica/rde.) 
308  Somers,  Philip  R^inald,  Lord. 

1 3  Somerset,  Algernon,  Duke  of. 
470  Somerton,    Sidney   James,  Lord. 

{Earl  Normainion^ 
189  Sondes,  George  Edward,  Earl. 
304  Southampton,     Charles  Henry 
Lord. 

240  Southwell,  George,  Bishop  of. 
Ill  Spencer,  John  Poyntz,  Earl. 
279  Stafford,  Fitzherbert,  Lord. 
530  Stalbridge,    Richard  de  Aquila, 
Lord. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LORDS  SPIRITUAL 

67  Stamford,  William,  Earl  of. 
96  Stanhope,  Arthnr  Philip,  Earl. 
411  Stanlej  of  Alderley.'Henry  Edward 

John,  Ijord. 
572  Stanmorei  Arthur,  Lord. 
323  Stewart  of  Garlies,  Alan  Planta- 

genet.  Lord.  (Earl  of  Galhway.) 
155  Stradbroke,  G«orge  Edward  John 

Mowbray,  Earl  of. 
171  Strafford,  George  Henry  Charles, 

Earl  of. 

116  Strange,  John  James  Hngh  Henry, 

Earl.    {Duke  o/Atholl.) 
399  StmHieden,    HaUyburton  Qeorge, 

Lord. 

9M  Strathspey,  Jamee,  Lord.    (Earl  of 
SeaJUld.) 

322  Stuart  of  Castle  Stnart,  Edmund 
Archibald,     Lord.      (Eaii  of 

409  Sudeley,  Charles  Booglas  Richard, 
Lord. 

507  Sttdley,  Arthur  Saunders  William 
Chariee   Fox,    Lord.    (Earl  of 
Arran.) 
313  SoflBeld,  Charles,  Lord. 
63  Suffolk    and    Berkshire  Henry 

Charles,  Earl  of. 
30  Satherland,  Cromartie,  Duke  of. 
568  Swansea,  Ernest  Ambrose,  Lord. 


T. 

438  TtelbotdeMalahide,  Richard  Wogan, 
Lord. 

93  Tankerrille^  Charles,  Earl  of. 
166  Temple  of  Stowe,  WUliam  Stephen, 
EarL 

390  Templemore,  Henry  Spencer,  Lord. 

212  Templetown,  Henry  Edward  Mon- 
tagu Dorington  Clotworthy,  Vis- 
count.  {Elected /or  Ireland.) 

»S  Tennyson,  Hallam,  Lord. 


AND  TEMPORAL.  xv 
375  Tenterden,  Charles  Stuart  Henry, 

Lord. 

278  Teynham,  Henry  John  Philip  Sid- 
ney, Lord. 

535  Thring,  Henry,  Lord, 

319  Thurlow,  Thomas  John,  Lord. 

483  Tollemaohe,  Wilbraham  Frederic, 
Lord. 

287  Torphichen,  James  Walter,  Lord. 

{ElecUdfor  Scotland.) 
203  Torrington,  George  Master, 

Viscount. 

36  Townshend,  John  Villiers  Stuart, 

Marquess. 
435  Tredegar,  Godfrey  Charles,  Lord. 
493  Trebor,  Arthur  William,  Lord. 
253  Truro,  John,  Bishop  of. 
432  IVuro,  Thomas  Montague  Morrison, 

Lord. 

497  Tweeddale,  William  Montagu,  Lord. 

{MarqwM  of  Tweeddale.) 
502  Tweedmouth,  Edward,  Lord. 
311  Tyrone,  Henry  De  la  Poer,  Lord. 

{Marqtteee  qf  Waterford.) 

V. 

158  Vane,     Charles    Stewart,  Earl. 

{Marqueae  of  Londonderry.) 
266  Vaux  of  Harrowden,  Hubert  Geor^ 

Charles,  Lord. 
340  Ventry,  Dayrolles  Blakeney,  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
297  Vernon,    G«orge  William  Henry, 

Lord. 

147  Verulam,  James  Walter,  Earl  of. 
419  Vivian,  Geoi^  Crespigny  Brabazon, 
Lord. 


W. 

247  WakeHeld,     William  Wal^ham, 
Bishop  of. 
99  Waldegrave,    WiUiam  Frederick, 
EarL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xvi 


LIST  OF  THE  LORDS  SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL. 


1  Wales,  His  Royal  HighneBS  The 
Prince  of. 
303  WalBingham,  Thomas,  Lord. 
&78  Wandsworth,  Sydney  James,  Lord. 
520  Wantage,  Robert  James,  Lord. 
103  Warwick,  Earl  of  (m«  Brooke,  p.  vi.) 
488  Watson,  William,  Lord.  {A  Lord  of 

AppecH  in  Ordinary^ 
674  Welby,  Ranald  Earle,  Lord. 
29  Wellington,  Henry,  Duke  of. 

364  Wemyss,  Francis  Richard,  Lord. 

{Eq/rl  of  Wemyaa.) 
413  Wenlock,  BeUby,  Lord. 
367  Wentworth,  Ralph  Gtordon,  Lord. 

{In    a«o<A«r   pkuse  as  Earl  of 

Lovelace.) 

439  Westbury,  Richard  Luttrell  PUking- 

ton.  Lord. 
31  WestminstOT,  Hugh  LupuB,  Duke  of. 
65  Westmorland,  Anthony  Mildmay 

Julian,  Earl  of. 

184  Wluumoli£Eia,    Edwafd  Montagu 

Stuart  Granville,  Earl  of. 
373  Wigan,    James    Ludovic,  Lord. 
{Earl  of  Crawford.) 

365  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Henry,  Lord. 

185  Wilton,  Seymour  John  Orey,  Earl 

of. 

490  Wimbome,  Ivor  Bertie,  Lord. 
34  Winchester,  Augustus  John  Henry 
Beaumont,  Marquess  of. 

234  Winchester,  Randall  Thomas, 

Bishop  of. 
68  Winchilsea  and  Kottingharo,  Mur- 
ray Edward  Gordon,  Earl  of. 

269  Windsor,  Robert  George,  Lord. 

177  Winton,  George  Arnulph,  Earl  of. 
{Eairl  of  BglinUmn,) 

226  Wolaeley,  Garnet  Joseph,  Viscount, 

466  Wolverton,  Frederick,  Lord. 

253  Worcester,  John  James  Stewart, 
Bishop  of. 

396  Worlingharo,  Archibald  Brabazon 
Sparrow,  Lord.  {Earl  of  Ooaford.) 


408  Wrottesley,  Arthur,  Lord. 
380  Wynford,  William  Draper  Morti- 
mer, Lord. 


Y. 

168  Yarborough,  Charles  Alfred  Wors- 
ley,  Earl  of. 
4  Ycvk,  His  Rt^ral  Highness  Geo^ 

Frederick  Ernest  Albert,  Duke  of. 
9  York,  William  Dalrymple,  Areh- 
bisbc^  of. 

Z. 

55  Zetland,  Lawrence,  Marquess  of. 

261  Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  Robert 
Nathaniel  Cecil  George,  Lord. 


The  follomng  Lords  have  Tteo  Ntvmbera^ 
being  Tioiee  named  in  the  Roll ; — 

Lord  Halsbury,  u  Lord  High  C^umoellw 
and  as  Lord  Hidsbnry.  (Kos.  8 
and  610.) 

Duke  of  Devonshire,  as  Lord  President, 
and  as  Duke  Devonshire.  (Nos. 
10  and  20.) 

Viscount  Cross,  as  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and 

as  Viscount  Cross.  (Nos.  II  and  , 
228.) 

Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  as  j 

Lord  Steward,  and  as    Enrl   of  : 

Pembroke  and  Montgomery.   (Nob.  | 

56  and  61.)  | 

Earl  of  Lathom,  as  Lord  Chamberlain, 
and  as  Earl  of  Lathom.  (Kos.  57 
and  188.) 

Efurl  of  Lovelace,  as  Ewl  of  Lovda«e, 
and  as  Lord  Wentworth.    (Nos.  171 

and  267.) 

Earl  de  Montalt,  as  Earl  de  Montalt 
and  as  Viscount  Hawarden.  (Nos 
192  and  208.) 

Viscount    Fowerscourt,    as  Viscount 

Powerscourt,  and  as  Lord  Powers- 
court.    (Nos.  206  and  511.) 
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LORDS  SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL 

IN 

Thb  Third  Session  op  thb  Twbntt-suth  Pabuahbnt 

ov 

THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND 


60  VICTORIA,  1897. 

(Preaenied  at  the  Opening  of  Me  Seaswn.) 

Ua. — According  to  the  Usage  of  Parliament,  when  the  Home  appoints  a  Select 
Committee,  the  Lords  appointed  to  serve  upon  it  are  named  in  the  Order  of  their 
Bank,  h^yifining  wt<&  <A«  Higheai ;  and  m),  when  the  Home  tends  a  Committee  to 
a  Cof^erence  toith  the  Commane,  the  Lord  highest  in  JZank  is  called  ^st,  and  the 
rest  go  forth  in  like  Order :  But  when  the  Whole  House  is  called  over  for  any 
Purpose,  within  the  ffouse,  or  for  the  Purpose  of  pfroce^vng  forth  to  Westminster 
Hall,  or  upon  amy  puhlie  Solemnity,  the  Call  begins  invari^y  with  Ae  Junior 
Baron. 


1  Hia  Royal  Highness  Albert  Edward 

Prince  of  Wales. 

2  Hia  Royal  Highness  Alfred  Ernest 

Albert  Duke  of  Edinburgh. 

3  His  Royal  Highness  Arthur  William 

Fabrick  Alb^  Duke  of  Connaught 
and  Stratheam. 

4  His  Royal  Bjghness  George  Frederick 

Ernest  Albert  Duke  of  York. 

5  His  Royal  Highness  Leopold  Charles 

Edward  George  Albert  Duke  of 
Albany. 
VOL.  XLY.  [roiTBTH  aiBiu.] 


6  His  Royal  Highness  George  William 

Frederick  Chwles  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge. 

7  Frederick  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

8  Hardinge  Stanley  I^rd  Halsbury 

Lord  High  ChamceUor 

9  William  Dalrymple  Archbishop  of 

York. 

10  Spencer  Compton  Duke  of  DevcoL- 

shire,    Lord    President   of  the 

Coimcil, 

11  Richard  Assheton  Yiscount  Cross, 

Lord  Privy  Seal, 
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12  Henry  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Earl  Mar- 

shal of  England. 

13  AlgernoB  Dnke  of  Somerset. 

14  Charles  Henry  Duke  of  Richmond. 
16  Augustus  Charles  Lennox  Duke  of 

Grafton. 

16  Heory  Charles  Fitzroy  Duke  of  Beau- 

fort. 

17  "William  Amelius  Aubrey  de  Vera 

Duke  of  Saint  Albans. 

18  Geoi^e  Godolphin  Duke  of  Leeds. 

19  Herbrand  Arthur  Duke  of  Bedford. 

20  Spencer  Comptoa  Duke  of  Devon- 

shire. (In  omother  place  as  Lord 
PresidetU  of  tite  Council.) 

21  Charles  Richard  John  Duke  of  Marl- 

borough. 

22  John  James  Robffli)  Duke  of  Rutland. 

23  Alfred  Douglas  Duke  of  Brandon. 

24  William  John  Arthur  Charles  James 

Duke  of  Portland. 
26  William  Angus  Drogo  Duke  of  Man- 
chester. 

26  Henry  Felham  Archibald  Douglas 

Duke  of  Kewcaatle. 

27  Algernon  George  Duke  of  Northum- 

berland. 

28  His  Royal  Highness  Ernest  Augus- 

tus William  Adolphus  George 
Frederick  Duke  of  Cumberland 
and  Teviotdale. 

29  Henry  Duke  of  Wellington. 

30  Cromartie  Duke  of  Sutherland. 

31  Hugh  Lupus  Duke  of  Westminster. 

32  Alexander  William  George  Duke  of 

Fife. 

33  George  Douglas  Duke  of  Argyll. 

34  Augustus  John  Henry  Beaumont 

Marquess  of  Winchester. 

35  Henry  Charles  Keith  Marquess  of 

Lansdowne. 

36  John   Villiers    Stuart  Marquess 

Townshend. 

37  Robert  Arthur  Talbot  Marquees  of 

Salisbury. 


38 
39 

40 

41 
42 

43 
44 
45 
46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 
53 
64 

65 
66 


57 

58 

59 
60 

61 


62 
63 

64 


LORDS 

Thomas  Henry  Marquess  of  Bal^. 

James  Marquess  of  AberoOTn.  ( Duke 
of  Abercom.) 

Hugh  de  Grey  Marquess  of  Hert- 
ford. 

John  Patrick  Marquess  of  Bute. 
Brownlow  Henry  George  Marquess 

of  Exeter. 
William  Marquess  of  Northampton. 
John  Charles  Marquess  Camden. 
Henry  Marquess  of  Anglesey. 
George  Henry  Hugh  Marquess  of 

Cholmondeley. 
Henry  Augustus  Marquess  of  Ailea- 

bury. 

Frederick  William  John  Marquess  of 

Bristol. 
Archibald  Marquess  of  Ailsa. 
Constantine  Charles  Henry  Marquees 

of  Normanby. 
George  Frederick  Samuel  Marquess  of 

Ripon. 

William  Marquess  of  Abergavenny. 

Gavin  Marquess  of  Breadalbane. 

f^erick  Temple  Marquess  of 
DufTerin  and  Ava. 

Lawrence  Marquess  of  Zetland. 

Sidney  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gfNoaery,  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Household. 

Edward  Earl  of  Xiathom,  Lord 
Chamheriain  of  the  Houa^old. 

Charles  Henry  John  Earl  of  Shrews- 
bury. 

Frederick  Arthur  Earl  of  Derby. 
Warner  FranoiB  Jolm  Plantagenet 

Earl  of  Huntingdon. 

Sidney  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery. ( In  another  place  as  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Household.) 

Henry  Hugh  Earl  of  Devon. 

Henry  Charles  Eari  of  Sufiblk  and 
Berkshire. 

Rudolph  Robert  Basil  Aloysius 
Augustine  Earl  of  Denbigh. 
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XIX 


65  Anthonj  Mildmay  Julian  Earl  of 

WeHtanorUnd. 
S6  Monti^e  Earl  of  Lindsej. 

67  WiUiam  Earl  of  Stamford. 

68  Hnrray  Edward   G<n:don  Earl  of 

Winchilsea  and  Nottingham. 

69  Edwyn  Francis  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 

70  Edvard  Geor^  Henry  Earl  of  Sand- 

wich. 

71  George  Devereux  de  Vere  Earl  of 

Essex. 

72  George  James  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

73  miliam  Henry  Walter  Earl  of  Don- 

caster.    (Jhike  of  Bucdeuch  and 

Queensberry.) 
li  Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 
7$  Randal  Mowbray  lliomas  Earl  of 

Berkeley. 

76  Montagu  Arthur  Earl  of  Abingdon. 

77  Aldred  Frederick  George  Beresford 

Earl  of  Scarbrongh. 

78  Arnold  Allan  CecU  Earl  of  Albe- 

marle. 

79  George  "William  Earl  of  Coventry. 

80  Victor  Albert  George  Earl  of  Jersey. 

81  \f'illiam  Henry  Earl  Foulett. 

82  John  Francis  Erskine  Earl  of  Mar. 

(Sleeted  far  Scotland.) 

83  Shoho    George    Watson  Earl  of 

Morton.    (Mected/or  Scotland.) 
U  Walter  John  Francis  Earl  of  Mar 
and  Kellie.  (Elected /or  Scotland.) 

85  George  Earl  of  Haddington.  (Elected 

/or  ScotloTid.) 

86  Frederick  Henry  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 

(Elected/or  Scotland.) 

87  David  Stanley  William  Earl  of  Airlie. 

(Elected /or  Scotland.) 

88  Robert  Harris  Camwath  Earl  of 

Carawath.  (Elected /or  Scotland.) 

89  Ronald  Buthven  Earl  of  Leven  and 

Melville.    (Elected /or  Scotland.) 

90  Douglas  Mackiiuion  Baillie  Hamilton 

Earl  of  Dundonald.  (Elected  /or 
Scotland. 


91  Sewallis  Edward  Earl  Ferrers. 
93  William  Heneage  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth. 

93  Charles  Earl  of  Tankerville. 

94  Charles  Wi^^twick  Earl  of  Ayles- 

ford. 

95  FrancisThomasdeGreyEarlCowper. 

96  Arthur  Philip  Earl  Stanhope. 

97  George  Loveden  William  Henry 

Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

98  Douglas  Bererford  Malise  Bon^d 

Earl  Graham.  (Dvke  o/  Montrose.) 

99  William  Frederick  Earl  Waldegrave. 

100  Bertram  Earl  of  Ashburnham. 

101  Charles  Augustus   Earl  of  Har- 

rington. 

102  Newton  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

103  Francis  Bichard  Charles  Guy  Earl 

Brooke  and  Earl  of  Warwick. 

104  Sidney  Carr  Earl  of  Buckingham- 

shire. 

105  William  Thomas  Spencer  Earl  Fitz- 

william. 

106  Frederick  George'Earl  of  Guilford. 

107  Charles  Philip  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

108  Henry  Edward  Earl  of  Ilchester. 

109  Gilbert  George  Reginald  Earl  De  la 

Warr. 

no  William  Earl  of  Radnor. 

111  John  Poyntz  Earl  Spencer. 

112  Seymour  Henry  Earl  Bathurst. 

113  Arthur   Wills    John  Wellington 

Trumbull  Blundell  Earl  of  Hills- 
borough. (Marqiteeeo/Dotimekire.) 

114  Edward  Hyde  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

115  William  David  Earl  of  Mansfield. 

116  John  James   Hugh    Henry  Earl 

Strange.  ( Duke  oj  Atholl.) 

117  William  Henry  Earl  of  Mount 

Edgcumbe. 

118  Hugh  Earl  Fortescue. 

119  George  Edward  Stanhope  Molyneux 

Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

120  George  Henry  Earl  Cadogan. 

121  Edward  James  Earl   of  Malmes- 
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122  John  Yansittart  Banvera  Earl  of 

Lanesborongh.  (Elected  /or  Ire- 
land.) 

123  Lionel  George  Henry  Seymour  Earl 

of  Portarlington.  (Elected  for 
Ireland,) 

124  Dermot  Robert  Wyndham  Earl  of 

Mayo.  ( Elected  for  Ireland.) 

125  Hugh  Earl  Annesley.    (Elected  for 

Irdamd.) 

126  George  Earl  of  Lncan.  (Elected/or 

Ireland.) 

127  Somerset  Richard  Earl  of  Belmore. 

(Elects for  Ireland.) 

128  James  Francis  Earl  of  Bandon. 

( Elected  for  Ireland.) 

129  James  Earl  at  Caledon.  (Elected 

for  Irdamd.) 

130  James    Francis    Harry    Earl  of 

Rosslyn. 

131  William  George  Robert  Earl  of 

Craven. 

132  William  Hillier  Earl  of  Onslow. 

133  Charles  Earl,  of  Romney. 

134  Walter  John  Earl  of  Chichester. 

135  Seymour  John  Grey  Earl  of  Wilton. 

136  George  Charles  Earl  of  Fowis. 

137  Horatio  Earl  Nelson. 

138  Lawrence  Earl  of  Rosse.  (Elected 
for  Irdand.) 

139  Sydney    William    Herbert  Earl 

Man  vers. 

140  Robert  Horace  Earl  of  Orford. 

141  Albert  Henry  George  Earl  Grey. 

142  Hugh  Cecil  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

143  Xhidley  Francis   Stuart    Earl  of 

Harrowby. 

144  Henry  Ulick  Earl  of  Harewood. 

145  Gilbert  John  Earl  of  Minto. 

146  Alan  Frederick  Earl  Cathcort. 

147  James  Walter  Earl  of  Verulam. 

148  Adelbert    Wellington  Brownlow 

Earl  Brownlow. 

149  Henry  Comwallis  Earl  of  Saint 

Germans. 

150  Albert  Edmund  Earl  of  Morley. 


151  Orlando  George  Charles  Earl  of 

Bradford. 
162  William  Earl  Beauchamp. 

153  John  Earl  of  Eldon. 

154  Richard  William  Penn  Earl  Howe. 

155  George   Edward   John  Mowbray 

Earl  of  Stradbroke.- 

156  William  Stephen  Earl  Temple  of 

Stowe. 

157  Francis  Charles  Earl  of  Kilmorey. 

(Elected  for  Irdand. ) 

158  Charles  Stewart  Earl  "Vane.  (Mair- 

quees  if  Londonderry.) 

159  William  Archer  Earl  Amherst 

160  John   Frederick    Yaughui  Earl 

Cawdor. 

161  William  George  Earl  of  Munster. 

162  Robert  Adam  Philips  Haldone  Earl 

of  Camperdown. 

163  Thomas  Francis  Earl  of  lichfield. 

164  John  Geoige  Earl  of  Durluun. 

165  Granville  George  Earl  Granville. 

166  Henry  Earl  of  Effingham. 

167  Henry  John  Earl  of  Bucie. 

168  Charles  Alfred  Worsley  Earl  of 

Yarborough. 

169  ■  Henry  John  Earl  Innes.    (Dt^  oj 

Bos^mrghe.) 

170  Thomas  William  Earl  of  Leicester. 

171  Ralph  Gordon  Earl  of  Lovelace. 

172  Charles  WUliam  Francis  Earl  of 

Gainsborough. 

173  Francis  Charles  Granville  Earl  of 

Ellesmere. 

174  George  Henry   Cluirlefi    Earl  of 

Straflford. 

175  Kenelm  Charles  Edward  Earl  of 

Cottenham. 

176  Henry  Arthur  Momington  Earl 

Cowley. 

177  Cteorge  Amulph  Earl  of  WintOD. 

( Earl  of  EglinUmn. ) 

178  William  Humble  Earl  of  Dudley. 

179  John  Francis  Stanley  Eari  Russell. 

180  John  Earl  of  Kunberley. 
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181  Richard  Earl  of  Dartrey. 
183  William  Ernest  Earl  of  Feversham. 

183  Henry  George  Earl  of  Ravens- 

worth. 

184  Edward  Montagu  Stuart  Granville 

Earl  of  Whamclifie. 

185  Thomas  George  Earl  of  Korthbrook. 

186  Herbert  Jolm  Earl  Cairns. 

187  Victor  Alexander  George  Robert 

Earl  of  Lytton. 

188  Edward    Earl  of  Lathom.  (In 

attothar  place  as  Lord  Cham- 
berlain of  the  Household.) 

189  George  Edward  Earl  Sondes. 

m  William     Waldegrave    Earl  of 
Selbonme, 

191  Walter  Stafford  Earl  of  Iddesleigh. 
193  Comwallis  Earl  de  Montalt. 

193  William  Henry  Forester  Earl  of 

Londesborough. 

194  Gatbome  Earl  of  Cranbrook. 

195  Gilbert  Henry  Earl  of  Ancaster. 

196  Oiarlee  Robert  Earl  Carriogton. 

197  Robert  Offiey  Ashbnrtou  Earl  of 

Crewe. 

198  Robert  Viscount  Herrford. 

199  Byron  Plantagenet  Viscount  Falk- 

land. ( Fleeted  for  ScotUmd  ) 
300  Henzy  Viscount  BoUngbroke  and 
St.  John. 

201  Charles  Geoi^  Viscount  Cobham. 

202  Evelyn  Edward  Thomas  Viscount 

Fahnoath. 
^3  George  Master  Viscount  Torrington. 

204  Uaorice  Viscount  Leinstor.  (Duke 

qf  Leimier.) 

205  Frauds  TTheler  Viscount  Hood. 

206  Blervyn  Edward  Viscount  Powers- 

oonrt.   (Sleeted /or  Ireland.) 

307  Henry  William  Crosbie  Viscount 

Bangor.    (Elected/or  Ireland.) 

308  Comwallifl    Viscount  Hawarden. 

( Sleeted /or  Ireland. )  (In  another 
ptm  Of  Earl  d«  UontdU,) 


D  TEMPORAL.  xxi 

209  Carnegie   Parker  Viscount  Saint 

Vincent. 

210  Henry  Viscount  Melville. 

211  William  Wells  Viscount  Sidmouth. 

212  Henry  Edward  Montagu  Dorington 

Clotworthy  Viscount  Templetown. 
( Elected  Jbr  Ireland. ) 

213  John  Campbell  Viscount  Gordon. 

( Earl  qf  Aberdeen. ) 
2U  Edward  Fleetwood  John  Viscount 
Kxmouth. 

215  John  Luke  George  Viscount  Hut- 

chinson.   (Ea/rl  of  Donottghmore.) 

216  William  Frederick  Viscount  Olan- 

carty.    ( Earl  qf  Clcmcarly.) 

217  Robert  Wellington  Viscount  Com- 

bermere. 

218  Henry  Charles  Viscount  Canterbury 

219  Rowland  Richard  Viscount  Hill. 

220  Henry  Charles  Viscount  Hardinge. 

221  Hugh  Viscount  Gough 

222  Charles  lindley  Viscount  Halifax. 

223  Alexander  Nelson  Viscount  Brid- 

port. 

224  William  Henry  Berkeley  Viscount 

Portman. 

225  Henry  Robert  Viscount  Hampden. 

226  Garnet  Joseph  Viscount  Wolseley. 

227  William  John  Viscount  Oxenbridge. 

228  Richard  Asaheton  Viscount  Cross. 

(In  ano^er  place  as  Lord  Privy 
Seal.) 

229  Arthur  Wellesley  Viscount  Peel. 

230  Henry  Tburstan  Viscount  Knuts- 

ford. 

231  Henry  Viscount  Uandaff. 

232  Mandell  Bishop  of  London. 

233  Brooke  Foss  Bishop  of  Durham. 

234  Randall  Thomas  Bishop  of  Win- 

chester. 

235  Charles  John  Bishop  of  Gloucestw 

and  Bristol. 

236  John  Charles  Bishop  of  Liverpool. 

237  Ernest  Roland  Bishop  of  Chichester. 

238  Richard  Bishop  of  Llanda£ 
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239  William  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

240  Geoi^e  Bishop  of  Southwell 

241  William  Boyd  Bishop  of  BipoD. 

242  Edward  Bishop  of  lincoln. 

243  Edward  Henry  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

244  John  Bishop  of  Sf^isbury. 

245  Alwyne  Bishop  of  Ely. 

246  James  Bishop  of  Manchester. 

247  William  Walsham  Bishop  of  Wake- 

field. 

248  Francis  John  Bishop  of  Chester. 

249  Alfred  George  Bishop  of  Saint 

Asaph. 

250  Daniel  Lewis  Bishop  of  Bangor. 
261  John  Wogan    Bishop   of  Saint 

Albans. 

253  John   James  Stewart  Bishop  of 

Worcester. 
263  John  Bishop  of  Truro. 

254  Augustus  Bishop  of  Lichfield. 

255  John  Wareing  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 

256  Dudley  Charles  Lord  de  Bos. 

257  Charles  Botolph  Joseph  Lord  Mow- 

bray. 

258  George  Manners  Xjord  Hasting. 

259  Jack  Southwell  Lord  de  Clifibrd. 

260  Charles  Henry  Rolle  Lord  Clinton. 

261  Robert  Nathaniel  Cecil  George  Lord 

Zouche  of  Haryngworth. 

262  Hawdon  George  Grey  Lord  Grey  de 

Ruthyn. 

263  Charles   Edward   Hastings  Lord 

Botreaiu.    (EaHof  Lonjudonm.) 

264  Francis  Robert  Lord  Camoys. 

265  Henry  Lord  WiUoughby  de  Broke. 

266  Hubert  George  Charles  Lord  Vanx 

of  Harrowden. 

267  Ralph  Gordon  Lord  Wentworth. 

(In  another  place  as  Earl  of  Love- 
lace.) 

268  Alfred  Thomas  Townshend  Lord 

Braye. 

269  Robert  George  Lord  Windsor. 

270  William  Henry  John  Lord  North. 

271  Beauchamp  Moubray   Lord  Saint 

JcAm  of  Bletso. 


272  Frederick  George  Lord  Howard  de 

Walden. 

273  Bernard  Henry  Philip  Lord  Petre. 

274  John  Fiennes  Lord  Saye  and  Sole., 

275  John   Francis   Lord   Amndell  of 

Wardour. 

276  Edward  Henry  Stuart  Lord  Clifton. 

(Earl  of  Darrdey,) 

277  John  Baptist  Joseph  Lord  Dormer. 

278  Henry  John  Philip  Sidney  Lord 

Teynharo. 

279  Fitzherbert  Edward  Lord  Stafford. 

280  George  Frederick    William  Lord 

Byron. 

281  Lewis  Henry  Hugh  Lord  ClifiEbrd 

of  Chudleigh. 

282  Henry  John  Brinsley  L(»rd  Manners 

of  Haddon.  ( Marquess  of  Granhy.) 

283  Henry  de  Vere  Lord  Barnard. 

284  Horace  Courtenay  Gammell  Lord 
■  Forbes.    (Elected  for  Scotland. ) 

285  Alexander  William  Frederick  Lord 

Saltoun.    ( Elected  for  Scotland. ) 

286  Charles   William    Lord  Sinclair. 

( Elected  for  Scotland.) 

287  James  Walter  Lord  Torphichen. 

(Elected for  Scotland.) 

288  Alexander  Hu^  Lord  Balfour  of 

Burleigh.    (Elected  for  Scotland.) 

289  Walter     Hugh    Lord  Polwarth. 

(Elected  for  ScoiUmd.) 

290  Richard    Edmund    St.  Lawrence 

Lord  Boyle.  (Earl  qf  Cork  and 
Orrery.) 

391  George  Lord  Hay.    (EaH  t^f  Kin- 

noid.) 

393  Digby  Wentworth  Bayard  Lord 
Middleton. 

393  Wfdter  William  Brabazon  Lord  Pon- 

sonby.    (Ectrl  qf  Beesborough.) 

394  Alfred    Nathaniel   Holden  Lord 

ScArsdale. 
295  George  Florance  Lord  Boston. 
396  Charles  George  Lord  Love}!  and 

Holland.    (EaH  ofSgmoni.) 
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297  GeoTgB    WiUiuu    Henry  Lord 
Vernon. 

898  EdwaidHenry  Trafalgar  Lord  Digby 

299  Martin  Bladen  Lord  Hawke. 

300  Henry  Thomas  Lord  Foley. 

301  Arthur  de  Cardonnel  Lord  Dynevor. 
303  Thomas  Lord  Walsingliam. 

303  William  Lord  Bagot. 

304  Charles  Henry  Lord  Soathamptoa. 

305  John    Bicbard     Brinsley  Lord 

Grantley. 

306  George   Bridges  Harley  Dennett 

Lord  Bodney. 

307  Henry  George  Lord  Lovaine.  (Earl 

Percy.) 

308  Philip  Reginald  Lord  Somers. 

309  Richard  Henry  Lord  Berwick. 

310  Edward  Lennox  Lord  Sherborne. 

311  Henry  De   ia  Poer  Lord  Tyrone. 

( Marques$  of  Waterford.) 
313  Richard  Henry  Lord  Carleton.  (EaH 

of  Shannon.) 
313  Charles  Lord  Suffield. 
3U  Dadley  Wilniot  Lord  Dorchester. 

315  Lloyd  Lord  Kenyon. 

316  Charles  ComwalliBLordBraybrooke. 

317  George  Augustus  Hamilton  Lord 

I^erwick.  ( MmrqmatofDonegaU.) 

318  Henry  Charles  Lord  Gaga  (Via- 

couni  Gage.) 

319  Thomas  John  Lord  Thurlow 

320  William  Morton  Lord  Auckland. 

321  Leopold  George    Frederick  Lord 

Mendip.   (Viacount  Cli/den.) 
323  Edmund  Archibaid  Lord  Stuart  of 
Castle  StuM^.    (Barl  of  Mway.) 

323  Alan  Flantageoet  Lord  Stewart  of 

Oarlies.  ( Earl  of  Galloway.) 

324  James  George  Henry  Lord  Salters- 

ford.   (Earl  of  Courtown.) 
3S6  William  Lord  Brodrick.  (VucowU 
MidUton.) 

326  Angostus  Chotmondeley  Lord  Cal- 

thorpe. 

327  Peter  Robert  Lord  Gwydir. 
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328  William  Thomas  Lord  Bolton. 

329  John  Lord  Lilford. 

330  Thomas  Lord  Ribblesdale. 

331  John    William    Lord  Dunsony. 

(Elected  /or  Ireland.) 

332  Edward  Donough  Lord  Inchiquiu. 

(Elected /or  Ir^and.) 

333  John  Thomas  William  Lord  Massy. 

( Elected /or  Ireland.) 

334  Hamilton    Matthew  Fitzmaurice 

Lord  Muakerry.  (Elected  /or  Ire- 
Umd.) 

335  Francis  William  Lord  Kilmaine. 

(Elected /or  Ireland.) 

336  Luke     Gerald    Lord  Clonbrock. 

(Elected /or  Ireland.) 

337  Charles    Mark     Lord  Headley. 

( Elected  /or  Ireland.) 

338  Edward    Henry    Churchill  Lord 

Crofton.    ( Elected  /or  Ireland.) 

339  Hercules  Edward  Lord  I^ngford. 

( Elected  /or  Ireland.) 

340  Dayrolles  Blakeney  Lord  Ventry. 

( Elected  /or  Ireland.) 

341  Henry  O'Callaghan  Lord  Dunalley. 

( Elected  /or  Irdand.) 

342  Eyre  Challoner  Henry  Lord  Clarina. 

( Elected  /or  Ireland. ) 

343  John  Henry  Lord  Loftus.  (Meo"- 

quew  of  Ely.) 

344  William  Lord  Carysfort.    (Earl  oj 

Carys/ort.) 

345  George  Ralph  Lord  Abercromby. 

346  Charles   Towry   Hamilton  Ix>rd 

Ellenborongh. 

347  Augustus  Frederick  Arthur  I^rd 

Sandys. 

348  Henry  North  Lord  Sheffield.  (Earl 

a/  Sheffield.) 

349  William  Macnaghten  Lord  Erskine. 

350  Thomas  Lord  Konteagle.  (Mar- 

quees of  Sligo.) 

351  Bernard  Arthur  William  Patrick 

Hastings  Lord  Granard.  ( Earl  o/ 
Granard.) 
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352    Lord  Gardner. 

353  John  Thomas  Lord  Manners. 

354  John  Adrian  Louis  Lord  Hopetoun. 

(Earl  of  ffopetmm.) 

355  Charles  Lord  Meldmni.  ( Marquess 

of  Hunily.) 

356  Jjywcy  Egerton    Lord  Qrinstead. 

( Earl  of  Ennishillen.) 

357  William  Henry  Edmond  de  Vere 

Shea£fe  Lord  Foxford.  (Earl  of 
Limerick.) 

358  Victor  Albert  Francis  Charles  Lord 

Churchill. 

359  Qeorge    Robert    Canmng  Lord 

Harris. 

360  Reginald  Charles    Edward  Lord 

Colchester. 

361  Schomberg  Henry  Lord  Ker.  (Mar- 

quern  of  Lothian.) 

362  Henry  Francis  Lord  Minster.  (Mar- 

quess Conyngham.) 

363  James  Edward  William  Theobald 

Lord  Ormonde.  (Marquess  of 
Ormonde.) 

364  Francis    Richard  Lord  Wemyss. 

( Earl  of  Wemyss.) 
366  JcAra.  Strange  Lord  Clanbrassill. 
(Earl  of  Eoden.) 

366  Thomas  Lord  Silchester.    (Earl  of 
Lot^lfirrd.) 

367  Clotworthy  John  Eyre  Lord  Oriel 
(  Viscotmt  Massereene.) 

368  Hugh  Lord  Delamere. 

369  Cecil  Theodore  Lord  Forester. 

370  John  William  Lord  Rayleigh. 

371  Edrio  Frederick  Lord  Gifford. 

372  Hubert  Oeorge    Lord  Somerhill. 

( Marquess  of  Clanricarde.) 

373  James  Ludovic  Ijord  Wigan.  (Earl 
<lf  Crauford,) 

374  Uchter  John  Mark  Lord  Ranfurly. 

(Earl  qf  Sar^^ly.) 

375  Charles  Stuart  Henry  Lord  Tenter- 

den. 

376  William  Conyngham  Lord  Plonket. 
877  WiUiamF^wlerickLordHeytosbiiry. 


378  Archibald  Philip  Lord  Rosebery. 
( Earl  of  Iios^>ery.) 

379  Richard  James  Lord  Clanwilliam. 

(Earl  of  ClantoiUiam.) 

380  William  Draper  Mortimer  Lord 

Wynford. 

381  Charles  Gore  Lord  Kilmarnock. 

(Earl  of  Erroll.) 

382  Arthur  James  Francis  Lord  Fingall. 

(Earl  qf  FingaU.) 

383  William  Philip  Lord  Sefton.  (Eari 

of  SefUm.) 

384  Charles  Lord  Clements.    (Earl  of 

385  Geofirey    Thomas   Lord  Eenlis. 

( Marquess  of  Hea/^ort.) 

386  Reguiald  Lord  Chaworth.  (Earl  of 

Ueath.) 

387  Charles  Adolphus  Lord  Dunmore. 

( Earl  qf  Dunmore.) 

388  Augustus  Fredwick  George  War^ 

wick  Lord  Poltimore. 

389  Llewelyn    Nevill  Vaughan  Lord 

Mostyn. 

390  Henry  Spencer  Lord  Templemore. 

391  Valentine  Frederick  Lord  Cloncurry. 

392  James  St.  Vincent  Lord  de  Sau> 

marez. 

393  Thomas  Lord  Denman. 

394  James   Yorke   MacGregor  X<ord 

Abinger. 

395  Philip  Lord  de  Tlsle  and  Dudley. 

396  Francis  Denzil  Edward  Lord  Ash- 

burton. 

397  Edward  George  Percy  Lord  Hather- 

ton. 

398  Archibald  Brabazon  Sparrow  Lord 

Worlingham.    (Earl  of  Gosford.) 

399  Hallyburton  George  Lord  Strath- 

eden. 

400  Geoffrey  Domini ck  Augustus 

Frederick  Lord  Oranmore  and 
Browne.  ( Elected  for  Irdand.) 

401  Simon  Joseph  Lord  LoVat. 

402  WiDiam  Bateman  Lord  Bateman. 
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403  Algernon  Hawkins  Thomond  Lord 

Kintore.    ( Earl  of  Kintore.) 

404  George  Fonsonby  Lord  Ijsmore. 

(  Vueount  Limwre.) 
m  Derrick    Warner    William  Lord 
Roeamore.  * 

406  Bobert   Shapland  George  Julian 

Lord  Carew. 

407  WiUiam   Ashley  Webb  Lord  de 

Manley. 

408  Arthur  Lord  Wrottesley. 

409  Charlee    Douglas    Richard  Lord 

Sndeley. 

410  Paul  Sanfoid  Lord  Methuen. 

411  Henry  Edward  John  Lord  Stanley 

of  Alderley. 

412  William  Henry  Lord  Leigh. 

413  BeUby  Lord  Wenlock. 

414  William  Lord  Lurgao. 

415  Thomas  Spring  Lord  Monteagle  of 

Brandon. 

416  John  B^;inald  Upton  Lord  Sea  ton. 

417  John    Manl^    Arbathnot  Lord 

Keane. 

418  John  Lord  Oxenfoord.    (Earl  of 

Stair,) 

419  George  Crespigny  Brabacon  Lord 

Vivian. 

420  Henry  Lord  Congleton. 

431  Victor   Alexander    Lord  Elgin. 
(Earl  o/  Elgin  and  Kincardine.) 

422  Thomas  Montague  Morrison  Lord 

Truro. 

423  Arthur  Lord  de  Freyne. 

424  Edward  Burtrauhaw  Lord  Saint 

LBonards. 

4S5  George   Fitz-Boy     Henry  Lord 
Raglan. 

426  Valentine  AttgUBtaa  Lord  Eenmare. 

( Earl  of  Kenmare.) 

427  Henry  Lord  Belper. 

428  Bicbard  Wogan  Lord  Talbot  de 

Ualahide 

429  Robert  Wellesley  Lord  Ebnry. 

430  Charles  Compton   WiUiam  Lord 

Cheaham. 


431  Frederick  Augustus  Lord  Chelms- 

ford. 

432  John  Lord  Churston. 

433  Henry  Lord  Leconfield. 

434  Wilbraham  Lord  Egerton. 

435  Godfrey  Charles  Lord  Tredegar. 

436  Fitz-Fatrick  Henry  Lord  Lyveden. 

437  Henry  Charles  Lord  Brougham  and 

Vaux. 

438  Arthur  Fitz43^erald  Lord  Kinnaird, 

439  Bichard  Luttrell  Filkington  Lord 

Westbury. 

440  Charles  Paget  Fitzhardinge  Lord 

Fitzhaidinge. 

441  Luke  Lord  Annaly. 

442  John  Gaspard  Le  Marchant  Lord 

Bomilly. 

443  James  Herbert  Oustavus  Meredyth 

LordMeredyth.  ( LordAthlumney.) 

444  Windham ThomaaLordKenry.f'^ar/ 

of  Dwtrotwn  and  Mount  Earl.) 

445  Henry  Power  Charles  Stanley  Lord 

Monck.    (  ViscowU  Monck.) 

446  John  Major  Lord  Hartismere.  ( Lord 

Henniker.) 

447  Hedworth  Hylton  Lord  Hylton. 

448  George     ^lolto     Gordon  Lord 

Fenrhyn. 

449  Gostavus  Russell  Lord  Braneq>eth. 

(  Viscotmt  Boyne.) 
460  John  Henry  Lord  Kesteven. 

451  Arthur  Lord  Ormathwaite. 

452  Edward  Lord  O'Neill. 

453  Robert  William  Lord  Napier. 

464  Jenioo  William  Joseph  Lord  Gor- 

manston.  (Viacount  Gorman$ton.) 

465  Thomas  Kane  Lord  Bathdonnell. 

( Elected  for  Ireland.) 

456  John  Hamilton  Lord  Lawrence. 

457  James  Plaiated  Lord  Penzance. 

458  John  Lord  Dunning.  ( Lord  SoUo.) 

459  James  Lord  Balinhard.    (Earl  of 

Southeak.) 

460  William  Lord  Hare.     (Earl  of 

Listowd, ) 
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461  Francis  Edward  Ixird  Howard  of 

Gl0880p. 

462  Bernard  Edward  Bamaby  Lord 

Castletown. 

463  John    Emerich     Edward  Lord 

Acton. 

464  Thomaa  Charles  Lord  Robartea. 

465  Frederick  Lord  Wolverton. 

466  Algernon    William    Fulke  Lord 

Greville. 

467  Thomas  Townelej  Lord  O'Hagan. 

468  William  Lord  Sandhurst. 

469  Francis    Lord    Ettrick.  (Lord 

470  Sidney   James    Ix>rd  Somerton. 

( Earl  of  Nornumton.) 

471  Henry  Campbdl  Lord  Aberdare. 

472  Henry  James  Lord  Moncreiff. 

473  Bernard  John  Seymour  Lord  Cole- 

ridge. 

474  Thomas    WiUiua    Gaston  Ijord 

Emly. 

475  Chichester  Samuel  Lord  Carling- 

ford.    (Lord  ClemumL ) 

476  Thomas  Francis  Lord  Cottesloe. 

477  Herbert    Perrott   Murray  Lord 

Hampton. 

478  Charles  Alexander  Lord  Douglas. 

(Earl  oj  Borne.) 

479  Arthur  George  Manle  Lord  Bamsay. 

(Earl  Dalhotuie.) 

480  John   Henry   Lord  Fermanagh. 

(Earl  of  Erne.) 

481  William  Bichard  Lord  Harlech. 

482  Henry  Gerard  Lord  Alington. 

483  Wilbraham  Frederic  Lord  Tolle- 

mache. 

484  William  Cansfield  Lord  Gerard. 

485  Lionel  Sackville  Lord  Sackville. 

486  Charles  Bowyer  liord  Norton. 

487  Percy  Lord  Shute.   (Vi$eount  Bar- 

rington.) 

488  William  Lord  Wataon.  (A  Lord  of 

Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 

489  Lawrence  Heeketb  Lord  Haldon. 


490  Ivor  Bertie  Lord  Wimbome. 

491  Arthur  Edward  Lord  Ardilaun. 

492  Churlea  Wallace  Alexander  Naper 

Lord  Lamington. 

493  Arthur  William  Lord  Trevor, 

494  Montagu  William  Lord  Bowton. 

495  Edward  Lend  Braboume. 

496  Arthur     Oliver     Villiers  Lord 

Ampthill. 

497  William  Montagu  Lord  Tweeddale. 

( Marquess  of  Tiveeddale.) 

498  William     UUck    Tristram  Lord 

Howth.    (Earl  of  ffowth. ) 

499  Donald  James  Lord  Beay. 

500  Harcourt  Lord  Derwent. 

501  Henry  James  Lord  Hothfield. 
602  Edward  Lord  Tweedmouth. 

503  Hallam  Lord  Tennyson. 

504  James  Lord  Strathspey.    ( Earl  of 

Seafidd.) 

505  John  George  Lord  Monk  Bretton. 

506  Walter  Henry  Lord  Northbourne. 

507  Arthur  Saunders  William  Charles 

Fox  Lord  Sudley.  (Earlof  Arran.) 

508  John   Robert   William   Lord  de 

Vesci.    (  Viscount  de  Veaci.) 
609  Marmaduke  Francis  Lord  Herries. 
510  Hardinge  Stanley  Lord  Halsbury. 

(In  another  place  as  Lord  Sigh 

Chancellor.) 
611  Mervyn  Edward  Lord  Powersconrt. 

(In  (mother  place  a*  Vieeount 

Fowerecourt.) 

512  Anthony  Henley  Lord  Kortbington. 

( Lord  Henley.) 

513  Nathaniel  Mayer  Ijord  Bothschild. 
614  Edward  Charles  Lord  Bevelstoke. 

515  Bobert  Lord  Monks welL 

516  Arthur  Lord  Hobhouse. 

517  Ralph  Robert  Wheeler  Lord  Lingen. 

518  Edward  Lord  Ashbourne. 

519  Rowland  Lord  Saint  Oswald. 

620  Bobert  James  Lord  Wantage. 

621  William  Baliol  Lord  Esher 

622  Bobert  Wilfrid  Lord  Deramore. 
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623  Henry  John  Lord   Montaga  of 

Beaolieo. 

624  Sidney  Herbert  Lord  Elphinstone. 

525  Charlea   John   Lord   Colville  of 

CiUross. 

526  Farrer  Lord  Herschell. 

527  Charles  Henry  Lord  Hillingdon. 

528  Samuel  Charles  Lord  Hindlip. 

529  Edmund  Lord  Grimthorpe. 

530  Richard  de  Aqulla  Lord  Stalbridge. 

531  William  Lord  Kensington. 

532  Michael  Arthur  Lord  Burton. 

533  Soba  Glencaim  Carter  Lord  Hamil- 

ton of  DalzelL 

534  Thomas  Lord  Brassey. 

535  Henry  Lord  Thring. 

536  Edward   Lord   Macnaghten.  (A 

Lord  of  Appeal  m  Ordinary.) 

537  Robert  Lord  Connemara. 

538  Claude   Lord    Bowes.     (Earl  of 

StrcUhmore  and  Kvnghorne.) 

539  George    Edmund    Milnes  Lord 

Moiuskton.    (ViwoufiU  Galway.) 

540  John  Lord  Saint  Levan. 

541  James    Douglas   Lord  Ma^era- 

mome. 

542  William  George  Lord  Armstrong. 

543  George  limbrey  Lord  Basing. 

544  William  Henry  Lord  de  Ramsey. 

545  William  Meriton  Lord  Cheylesmore. 

546  Egerton  Lord  Addington. 

547  John  Lord  Savile. 

548  Michael  Lord  Morris.    (A  Lord  of 

App&d  in  Ordinary.) 

549  William  Ventris  Lord  Field. 

550  Edward  Cecil  Lord  Iveagh. 

551  George  Lend  Mount  Stephen. 

552  Samud  Lord  Masham. 

653  Frederick  Sleigh  Lord  Roberts  of 
Ejmdahar. 


654  Arthur  William  Aoland  Lord  Hood 

of  Avalon. 

655  WUliam  Lord  Kelvin. 

556  Henry  John  Lord  Eookwood. 

557  Evelyn  Lord  Cromor. 

668  Alexander  Bums  Lord  Shand. 

559  George  Lord  Ashcombe. 

560  Archibald  Campbell  Lord  Blyths- 

wood. 

561  Thomas  Lord  Crawshaw. 

562  William  Amhurst  Lord  Amherst  of 

Hackney. 

563  William  John  Lord  Newtou. 

564  Henry  Lyle  Lord  Dunleatb. 

665  John  Allan  Lord  Llangattook. 

666  Lyon  Lord  Playfair. 

667  Cyril  Lord  Battersea. 

668  Ernest  Ambrose  Lord  Swansea. 

669  Thomas  Henry  Lord  Farrer. 

570  John  Campbell  Lord  Overtoun. 

571  Cecil  George  Savile  Lord  Hawkes- 

bury. 

572  Arthur  Lord  Stanmore. 

573  Stuart  Lord  Rendel 

674  Reginald  Earle  Lord  Welby. 

676  Charles  Lord  Russell  of  Eillowen. 

576  Horace  Lord  Davey.    (A  Lord  oj 

Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 

577  Henry  Brougham  Ijord  Loch. 

578  Sydney  James  Lord  Wandsworth. 

579  James  Lord  Ashton. 

680  Herbert  Coulstoun  IxvdBurghclere. 

681  Henry  Lord  James. 

582  David  Robert  Lord  Rathmore. 

583  Henry  Lord  Pirbright. 

584  Algernon  Lord  Glenesk. 

585  Henry  Hucks  Lord  Aldenham. 

586  Edward  Ixird  Heneage. 

587  John  Wingfield  Lord  Malcolm  of 

Foltalloob. 
588*Hercules    George    Robert  Lord 
RoBmead. 


*  This  Number  is  in  excess  of  the  totid  Number  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  the  Discrepancy  being  caused  by  the  following  Lords  being  twice 
aimed  in  the  Roll : 

Lord  Halsbury  as  Lord  Hig^  Chancellor  and  as  1  «  gl^^ 

Lord  Halsbnry  I  ^  ' 
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xxTiii      BOLL  OF  THE  LORDS  SFIBITTJAL  AND  TEMPORAL. 

Duke  of  DevoDsfaire  as  Lord  President  and  as )  i »  .  ^  etn\ 

Duke  of  Devonshire  |  (Nos.  10  and  20). 

^^VfctoStCr^  Seal  and  as  ^  ^j^^  228). 

Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery  as  Lord  ^ 

Steward  and  as  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont-  >  (Noe.  56  and  61). 

gomery  j 

Earl  of  Latbom  as  Lord  Chamberlain  and  as  Earl  1  kt     j  i  qq\ 

of  Lathom  |  (Nob.  67  and  188). 

Earl  of  Lorelace  as  Earl  of  Lovelace  and  as  Lord  )  ,        j  osiyv 

Wentworth  |  <^<»-       '^^  ^67). 

^ViL'^n:HLardS^''  ™  (Nos.l92and  208). 
~  J'l^^r^owL^^^^^^                   }  and  511). 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  MEMBERS 

IN  THK 

Thibd  Sbbsioh  or  thx  Twbntt-sixtb  Fabliavbht 

Of 

THK   UNITED   KINGDOM   AND   THE   FOURTEENTH  OF 
QUEEN  VICTOBIA. 


(Compiled  at  (A«  Opming  of  <Ae  Sation.) 


A. 


Abraham,  William  (C(yrk  CouiUy,  N.  E,). 
AfamhauifWilliamf'  Glam&rgcm^Rhondda ) 
Aeland-Hood,  Captain  Sir  Alexander 

Fuller,  Bart.  ( Somerset,  Wellington ). 
Acland,  Right  Hon.  Arthur  Herbert 

DykeCrorA,  W.R.,  Hotherham). 
Aird,  John  ( Paddington^  N.). 
Akers-Douglas,  Right  Hon.  A.  (Kent, 

St.  At^tuHfu^g). 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead). 
Allen,  William  (Ifeuxastle-under-Lyme). 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew  (Cumberland, 

Eskdale) 

AUso]^  Hon.  Geoi^  Hig^inson  (  Wot' 
eetter). 

Ambrose,  Robert  (Mayo,  W.). 
Ambrose,  William  ( Middlesex,  Harrow ). 
AnstraUier,  Henry  Torrens  (St.  Andrews 

Burghs  ). 
Aroh,  Joseph  (Km-fdh,  y.  W.). 
Arnold,  Alfred  (ffali/ax). 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  Oakeley  (Belfast, 

W.). 

Arrol,  Sir  William,  Knt.  (Ayrshire,  S,). 


.Ascroft,  Robert  (Oldham). 

Afiher,  Alexander  (Elgin  Burghs). 

Ashmead-Bartlettf  Sir  EUiH,  Knt. 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall). 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair  (Beds,  Luton), 

Aaqnitb,  Right  Hon.  Herbert  Henry 
(Fife,  E.). 

Atherley-Jones,  Llewelljrn  Archer  (Dur- 
ham, N,W.). 

Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John  (Ltm^m- 
derry,  N.). 

Austin,  Sir  John,  Bart.  (York,  W.E., 
Osgoldeross). 

Anstin,  Michael  (Limerick,  W.). 


B. 

Baden-Fowell,  Sir  George  Smyth,  K.c.H.a. 
(Liverpool,  Kirkdafe). 

Bagot,  Captain  Josceline  VitzRoy (West- 
morland, Kendal). 

Bailey,  James  ( ITewington,  Walworth ). 

Boiliie,  James  £ran  Bruce  (Inverness- 
shire). 

Bainbridge,  Emerson  (Limxlnt  Oain»- 
borough). 
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Baird,  John  George  Alexander  ( GUugow^ 

Central). 

Baker,  Sir  John,  Knt.  (Porirnnouth). 
Balcarres,   David  Alexander  Edward 

Lindsay,  Earl  of  (Laneathiref  ilT., 

Ckorley). 

Baldwin,  AXtnd  (WoreeateTf  Betodley). 

Balfour,  Right  Hon.  ArUiur  James 
(Manchester,  £.). 

Balfour,  Bight  Hon.  Gerald  William 
(Leeds,  Central). 

Balfour,  Bight  Hon.  John  Blair  (Clack- 
mannan and  Kinrtm). 

Banbury,  Frederick  George  f'(7am56nc«?7, 
Peckham). 

Banes,  Major  Geoi^e  Edward  (West 
Ham,  S.). 

Barlow,  John  Emmott  ( Somerset,  Frome ). 

BuiieSjFredericGk^rellf'Xsn^i^aver^Aant^. 

Barry,  Edward  (Cork  CourU^t  S-)* 

Barry,  Francis  Tress  (Windsor). 

Bartley,  George  Christopher  Trout 
(ItlingUMy  N.). 

Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket(' Armagh,  Mid.). 

Bass,  Hamar  Alfred  (Stajordshire,  W.). 

Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin  ( Glou- 
cester, Cirencester). 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derby,  Cfiesterjield). 

Beach,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Michael  Edward 
Hicks,  Bart.  (Bristol^  W.) 

Beach,  William  Withers  Bramston 
(Hants,  Andover). 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  Canning  Blackett 
(Northumberland,  Hexham). 

Beckett,  Ernest  William  (Ywk,  N.B., 
Whitby). 

Be^,  Ferdinand  Faithfull  (Glasgow, 
St.  BoUox ). 

Bern  rose,  Henry  Howe  (Derby). 

Bentinok,  Lord  Henry  Cavendish  (Not- 
tingham, S.) 

Bethel],  Captain  Geoi^  Robert  (York, 
E.R.,  Holdemess). 

Bhowna£^;ree,  Mancherjee  Mwwanjee, 
(Bethnal  Green,  N.E.). 

Biddulph,  lAi<ikiM\( Herefordshire,  Bon), 


Bigbam,    John    Charles  (LivtrpocA, 

Exchange), 
Bigwood,  James  ( Middlesex,  Brentford. 
Bill,  Charles  (Staffordshire,  Leek). 
BirreU,  Augustine  (Fife,  W.). 
Blake,  Edward  (Longford,  S.) 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry  BIundell-Hol- 

lingshead  (Lancashire,  S.W.,  Ince). 
Bolitho,   Thomas  Bedford  (ComimU, 

St.  Ives). 

Bolton,  Thoa.  Dolling  (Derby shire, K.E.). 
Bond,  Edward  (Nottingham,  E.) 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme  (Surrey, 

Wimbledon). 
Boulnois,  Edmund  ( Maryld/one,  E.) 
BousEeld,  William  Robert  {'^ac*ney,J\r.; 
Bowles,  Major  Henry  Ferriman  (MuUBe- 

sex,  Enfield). 
Bowles,  Thomas  Gibson  {'X^nn  Begis). 
Brassey,  Albert  (Oxon,  Banbury). 
Brigg,  JohnfTwAi,  W.B.,  KeigMey). 
Broadhurst,  Henry  (Leicester). 
Brodrick,  Right  Hon.  William  St.  John 

Fremande  (''Surrey,  Guildford), 
Brookfield,  Arthur  Montagu  (SttueeBf 

Bye). 

Brown,  Alexander  Hargreaves  (Shrop- 

ikire,  Wellington), 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson,  Bart. 

(Cheshire,  Northwieh). 
Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James  {'^ftertfcen,  S.). 
Brymer,  William  Ernest  (Dorset,  S). 
BuchaDfui,  Thomas  Ryburn  (Aberdeen' 

shire,  E.). 

Buoknill,  Thomas  Townsend  (Surrey, 
Epsom). 

Bullard,  Sir  Harry,  Knt.  (Norwich). 
Burdett<7outt8,  William  Lehmann  Ash- 

mead-Bartlett  (WestmitwUr). 
Bums,  John  (Battieraea). 
Burt,  Thomas  (Morpeth). 
Butcher,  J<^  George  (York  City). 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles  {Tower  HamhUt 

Poplar). 

Byrne,   Edmund  Widdrington  (Essex, 
WalihamsUno). 
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C. 

Caldwell,  James  (Laneerk,  Mid). 
Cameron,  Robert  (Dv/rham^  Hougkion- 

leSprirtg), 
Chmpbell-Baimermaii,  Bight  H(hi.  Sir 

Henry,  a.c.B.  ( Stirling  Burghs ), 
Campbell,  James  Alexander  (Glasgow 

and  Aberdeen  UnivernUes). 
Carew,  James  Laurence  ( Didilin^  CoUege 

Green). 

OwKle,  William  Walter  (Bitcks,  N'.). 
Ciraon,  Right  Hon.  Edward  Henry 

(Dublin  University). 
Cwrill,  Patrick  (Jeo.  Hamilton  ('^Veitfry/ 
C^nston,  Billiard  Knight  (Southwark, 

W.). 

Cavendish,  Bichard  Frederick  ( Lanca- 
shire,      JIForih  Zonsdtde). 

CaToidish,  Victor  Christian  William 
(Derbif»hiret  W.). 

Cawley,  Frederick  (Lancashire^  S.£.t 
Prestwich), 

C&jier,  Charles  William  ( Barrovt-in- 
Fumess). 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  Biohard  Heathoote 

(Grreentoich). 
Chaloner,  Captain  Bichard  O.  W.  (  Wilts, 

WesUnuy). 
Quunberlain,  Joseph  Austen  (  Woreester- 

ahirCf  £.). 
Chamberlain,  Right  Hon.  Joseph  ( Bir- 

minghamj  W,) 
Channing;Franci8All8tonfJVi>r/Aanfo,£'.j. 
Chaplin,  Bight  Hon.  Henry  (lAncohi- 

shire,  Slea/ord). 
Charrington,  Spencer  (Tower  ffaml^y 

MUe  End). 
Chelsea,  Henry  Arthur  Cad<^an,Yigcount 

(Bury  St.  Edmunds ). 
Clancy,  John  Joseph  ( Dublin  County,  IT). 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh  ( Lancashire,  S.E., 

Eedes). 

Clark,  Gavin  Brown  ( Caithness-shire ). 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  George,  Ent.  (Fly- 
mouth). 

1 


Clough,  Walter  Owen  (Portsmou^).  . 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thomas  Horatio  Arthur 
Kmest  ( Ayrshire,  N.). 

Coddington,  Sir  William,  Bart.  (Black- 
hum). 

Coghill,  Douf^as  Harry  (Stoke-vp<m- 
Trent). 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis  ( Islington,  E.). 

Collery,  Bernard  (SUgo,  N.). 

Ceilings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse  ( Birmiugham, 

Bordesley). 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charlea  Beady,  K.C.V.O. 

(Great  Yarmouth). 
Colston,  Charles  Edward  Hungeiford 

Athole  f'G'/owc«*ter,  Thomhury), 
Colville,  John  (Lanark,  If.E.). 
Combe,  Charlea  Harvey  ( Surreyy  Chert- 

»ey). 

Commins,  Andrew  ( Cork  County,  S.E.). 
Compton,  William  George  Spencer  Scott, 

Earl  (York,  W.R.,  Barndey). 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  Frederick  (B^a^ 

Biggleswade). 
Condon,  Th<nnas  Joseph  (Tipperary,  E.) 
Cook,  Frederick  Lucas  (Laxabethf  Ken- 

nington). 

Cooke,    Charles    Wallwyn  Badcliffa 

(  Hereford). 
Corbet,  William  Joseph  ( Wicklow,  E.) 
Oorbett,  Archibald  Cameron  (Glasgow, 

Tradeston  ). 
Cottou-Jodrell,  Colonel  Edward  Thomas 

Davenant  (  Cheshire,  Wirral ). 
Courtney,  Right  Hon.  Leonard  Henry 

( Cornwall,  Bodmin ). 
Cox,  Robert  (Edinburgh,  S.). 
Cozens-Hardy,  Herbert  Hardy  (Norf^, 

K.). 

Cranbome,  James  Edward  Hubert  Gas- 
coyne  Cecil,  Viscount  (Jtoehester). 

Crean,  Eugene  ( Queen's  County,  Ossory). 

Crilly,  Daniel  (Mayo,  N.). 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred  (Gloucester, 
Stroud). 

Crombie,  John  Williun  (Kincardine- 
shire). 
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Cross,  Alexander  (Oleugow,  Ca/rrdackie), 
Cross,  Herbert  Shepherd  (Bolton). 
Cmddas,  William  Doniddson  (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne). 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry  (Surrey^  Eeigate), 
Curran,  Thomas  Bartholomew  (Donegal^ 

Curran,  Thomas  ( Sligo,  S.), 

Currie,  Sir  Donald,  k.c.m.q.  (Perth,  W.). 

Cnrzon,  Eight  Hon.  George  Nathaniel 

( Lancashire,  S.  W.,  Southport ). 
Curzon,  George  Eichard  Penn,  Viscount 

(Bwsk$,  Wycombe). 

D. 

Dfdbiao,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh  ( Camber- 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of  (Roxburgh). 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles,  Bart.  (Ipnoich). 
Dtdy,  James  (Monaghan,  S.). 
Dalziel,  James  "Bienrj  (Kirkcaldy  Bti/rghs ). 
Dane,  Eichard  Murtin  (FerTnan^h,  N.) 
Darling,  Charles  John  (Dept/ord). 
Davenport,  William  Bromley  (Cke^re, 

Maceleafield). 
Davies,  Horatio  David  (Chatham). 
Da  vies,  Matthew  Yaaghan-  (Cardigan- 

ihire). 

Davies,  William  Bees'  (Pembrokediire.) 

Davitt,  Michael  ( Mayo,  S.). 

Denny,  Colonel  John  McAusland  (Kil- 
marnock Burghs  ). 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  Poynder, 
Bart.  (Wilts,  Chippenham). 

Dilke,  Eight  Hon .  Sir  Charles Wentworth, 
Bart.  (Gloucester,  Forest  of  Dea/n). 

Dillon,  John  ( Mayo,  E. ). 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  Balph  (Cheshire, 
Altrinchan). 

Dixon,  George  (Birmingham,  Edg- 
boston). 

Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  Frederick  Dixon, 

Bart.  (Middlesex,  Uix^ridge). 
Donelan,  Captain  Anthony  John  Charles 
(Cork,  E.). 


Donkin,  Eichard  Sim  ( Tynemouth). 

Doogan,  Patrick  Charles  ( Tyrone,  E.). 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward,  Bart. 
(  Gloucester,  Tewkesbury ). 

Doughty,  Geoige  ( Great  Grimt^). 

Dongas-Pennant,  Hon.  Edward  Sholto 
(Northants,  S.). 

Doxford,  Williun  Theodore  (Sunder- 
land). 

Drage,  Geof&«y  (Derby). 

Druoker,    Charles  Augustas  Ad<dph 

( Northampton ). 
Duncombe,    Hon.    Hubert  Valentans 

( Cumberland,  Egremont ). 
Dunn,  Sir  Willisun,  Bart.  (Fatdey). 
Dyke,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  William  Hart, 

Bart.  (Kent,  Dart/ord). 


E. 

Edwards,  General  Sir  James  Bevan, 

Knt.  (ffythe). 
Egerton,  Hon.  Alan  de  Tatton  ( Cheshire, 

Knutsford). 
Ellis,  John  Edward  ( Nottingham,  Bush- 

elife). 

Ellis,  Thomas  Edward  (Merionethehire). 

En^edow,  Charles  John  ( KUdare,  N.J. 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas  Henry  Qrattao, 
Bart.  (Kerry,  W.). 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan,  Mid). 

Evans,  Sir  Francis  H.,  Knt.  (South- 
ampton). 

Evershed,  Sydneyf Stajbrdshire^  Burton ), 


F. 

Fardell,  Thomas  George  (Paddington,  S.) 
Farquhar,  Sir  Horace  Brand  Townshend-> 

Bart.  (Marylebone,  W.). 
Farquhars(m,    Robert  ( Aberdeenshire, 

W.). 

Farrell,  James  Patrick  (Cava/n,  W,). 
Farrell,  Thomas  Joseph  (Kerry,  S.J. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward  ( Hunts, 
£amsey). 
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Fenirick,    Charies  (JS^orthumberland, 

Wansbeck) 

Fcqpuon,  Ronald  Crauf ard  Mnnro  (Leith 
Bwrght). 

FergDSKni,  Rijj^t  Hon.  Sir  JameSi  Bu't. 

(Manehetter,Jg^.E.J. 
Fboicb,  FMer  (  Wea^ord,  S.). 
Field,  Adminl  Edward  (SusseXt  Sast- 

boumej. 

Fidd,  William  (Dublin^  St.  PatrickJ. 
^vidBD,T\xmiAB(L(mc8.,S.I!,,Jifxddleton ). 
fmbf  George  Henrf  (SiUland). 
Fmeh-Hattion,  Hon.  Harold  Heneage 

(It'otUt  Ntvoarh). 
Ksliy,  Sir  Robert  Bannatjne^  Knt.  (In- 

vemea$  Burgha). 
fbacaoe^  John  ( Limeriek). 
Firlaak,  Joseph  TbxxmM(StiU,  £.). 
fiaher,  William  Hayes  (FuVnam). 
Rson,  Frederick  William  (Tori,  W.  B., 

Doneattsr). 
FitxQerald,  Sir  Robert  Uniaoke  Fteirose, ; 

Bart.  (Cambridge). 
KtzWygram,    General   Sir  Frederick! 

Wellington    John,  Bart.  (HantSj. 

fbamry,  Jamea  Fortescne  (Yorkf  WM., 
ShipUy).  -. 

Flnin,  Michael  Joe^h  (Kerriff  K.). 

Fletcher,  Sir  Henry,  Bt.  ( Sussex,  Leaes ).  '■ 

Rower,  Ernest  (Bradford,  W.). 

Flyiin,  James  Christopher  ( Cork,  K.). 

Folkestone,  Jacob  Fleydell  -  Bonverie, 
Visoonnt  (Wilts,  WUUm). 

Fwster,  Henry  William  (K&tUf  Sevsn- 
oaks). 

Fonrood,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Bower, 
Bari.  (Zanea^irefS.W.t  Ormslirk). 

VMcr,  Oolonel  William  Henry  (Lanca- 
tikire,  ilT.,  LaaicasUr). 

Ferter,  Harry  Seymour  (Suffolk,  Lotcea- 

m 

Tnter,  Sir  BaltlMsar  Walter,  Knt. 

fi)«*y,  Ilkeston}. 
VOL.  XLV.   [toubth  8EHIBS.] 


Fowler,  Matthew  (Durham). 

Fowler,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Hartley, 

O.O.S.I.  (Woherhampton,  E.), 
Fox,  Joseph  Frauds  (Mn^s  County, 

TtUlamore). 
Fry,  Lewis  (Bristol,  If.) 


O. 

(Galloway,  William  Johitaon  (Afan^estsr,' 
S.W. 

Garfit,  William  (Boston). 

Oedge,  Sydney  (WalsaU). 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Alban  George  Henry  (Lon- 
don City). 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (Herts,  St.  Albans). 

Gibney,  James  ( Meath,  If.). 

Qibeon-Carmichaelf  Sir  Thomas  David, 
Bart.  (Edinburgh,  Midlothian). 

GUes,  Charles  Tyrrell  (Cambridge, 
Wi^ieck). 

Gilhooly,  James  ( Cork  County,  W.). 

Gilliat,  John  Saunders  ( Lancashire,  S.  IT., 
Widnes). 

Gladstone,  Bight  Hon.  Herbert  John 

(Leeds,  W.). 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford  (Ipswich), 
Godson,  Augustus  Frederick  (Kidder- 
minster). 

Gold,  Charles  (Eesex,  Saffron  Walden). 
Goldsworthy,  General  Walter  Tuckfield 

(Hammersmith). 
Gordon,    John    Edward    (Elgin  and 

Nairn). 

Gorst,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon,  Knt. 

(Cambridge  University). 
Goschen,  Rijjht  Hon.  George  Joachim 

(St.  George's,  Hanover  Square). 
Goschen,     George    Joachim  (Junior) 

(Sussex,  East  Grinstead), 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred  (  Wilts,  Devizes), 
Gourley,  Sir  Edward  Temperley,  Knt. 

(Sunderland). 
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Qrahaui,  Henry  Robert  (isl.  Paneras,  Harwpody  George  ( Bolton). 


W,). 

Gray,  Ernest  (West  Sam,  N.). 
Green,  WaJford  Davis  (Wednef^ry). 
Greene,  Henry  DaTid  (Shrewi^ry), 
Greene,    Walter    Raymond  (Cam&f, 

Chesterton  ). 
Gretton^  John  (J  imior)  ( DeHtyghire^  S.). 
Greville,  Captain  the  Hon.  Ronald  Henry 

Fulton  (Bradford,  E.). 
Grey,  Sir  Edward,  Bart.  (Norihumber- 

landj  Bertoieh-upon-Tweed). 
Grice-HntchinBon,     Captain  George 

William  (Aalon  Manor). 
Griffith-Boscawen,    Arthur  SackviHe 

Trevor  (Kent,  Tunbridge). 
Griffith,  Ellis  Jones  ( Anglesey). 
Gull,  Sir  William  Cameron,  Bart.{' Devon, 

Barnstaple). 
GoUy,  Right  Hon.  William  Court  (Car- 


Gunter,  Colcmel  Robert  (York, 
Barkston  Ash). 

H. 


Haldane,  Richard  Bnrdon  ( Haddington). 
Hall,  Sir  Charles,  K.c.M.n.  (MnAury, 
BoUfom). 

Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick  (Herts,  Wat' 
ford). 

Hamilton,   Right  Hon.  Lord  Geoi^ 

Francis  (Middlesex,  Ealing). 
Hammond,  John  ( Carlow). 
Hamond,  Sir  Charles  Frederick,  Knt. 

(Xf'eiocmUe-vpon^Tym). 
Hanbnry,  Right  Hon.  Robert  William 

(Preston). 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald,  Bart.  (London). 
Harcourt,    Right  Hon.  Sir  William 

Veni<xa,'Knt,(Monmouthitkire,  W.). 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,  Ashford). 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh  (Norfolk,  S.W.). 
Harrington,  Tiiaoihj  (Dublin,  Harbour). 
Harrison,  Charles  (Plymouth). 


Haslett,  Sir  James  Hcnuer,  Ent.  (Sd- 

fast,  j^r.). 

Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  George  (Lan- 
cashire, S.E.,  Gorton). 

Havelock-Allan,  General  Sir  Henry 
Marshman,  Bart.  (Durham,  S.E.). 

Hayden,  Luke  Fatrii^  ( Roscommon,  S.). 

Hazell,  Walter  (Leieeater). 

Healy,  Maurice  ( Cork  City). 

Healy,  Thomas  Joseph  (Wexford,  N.). 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael  (Lwth,  N.). 

Heath,  James  (Staffordshire,  N.  W.). 

Heaton,  John  Henniker  ( CatUerbwry). 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Charles  H.  (Wick 
Burghs ). 

Helder,  Augustus  (  Whitehaven). 

Hemphill,  Right  Hon.  Serjeant  Charles 
Hare  (Tyrone,  2f.). 

Hermon-Hodge,  Robnt  Trotter  (Oxen, 
Henley). 

Hickman,  Sir  Alfred,  Knt.  (  Wotverhan^ 

ton,  W). 

Hill,  Colonel  Sir  Edward  Stock,  K.C.B. 

(Bristol,  S.). 
Hill,  lUght  Hon.  Alexander  Staveley 

(Staffordshire,  Kingswir^ford), 
Hill,  Right  Hon.  Lord  Arthur  William 

(Doum,  W.). 
Hoare,  Edward  Brodie  (Hampstead). 
Houe,  Samuel  (Norwich). 
Hobhouse,  Henry  ( Somerset,  E.). 
Hogan,  James  Francis  ( Tipperary,  Mid). 
Holbum,  John  Goundry  ( Lanark,  N.  W.). 
Holden,  Angus  (TorA,  E.R.,  Buckrose). 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  Raleigh  (Tower 

Hamlets,  Bow,  E.). 
Hopkinflon,  Alfred  TTiito,  CricMade). 
Hornby,  William  'Renry  (BlaeiAum). 
Horniman,  Fredeii<^  John  ( Penryn  and 

Falmouth). 
Houldsworth,  Sir  William  Henry,  Bart. 

(Manchester,  N.  W.). 
Houston,  Robert  Faterson  (iMMrpool, 
West  Toxtelh). 
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Horard,  Joseph  (Middlesex,  Tottenham). 
Howell,    William    Tudor  (Denbigh 

Boroughs). 
Howorth,  Sir   Henry  Hoyle,  k.c.i.b. 

Sfdford,  S,). 
Hoder,  Jamee  Henry  Cecil  ( Lanark^  S.). 
Hnbbard,   Hon.     Evelyn  (Lamb^ 

Brixton). 

flndaon,   George    Bickerstetb  (H^rts^ 

Hitdan), 
Hn^es,  Colonel  Edwin  (  Woolwich ). 
Hnlse,  Edward  Henry  (Salisbtiry). 
Hamphreys-Owen,  Arthur  Charle8('  J/im/- 

Sameryahire). 
Hiint,  Sir  FVedoick  Seager,  Bart.  ( Maid- 

tiont), 

Hntton,  Alfred  Eddison  (Torh,  W.R., 
MorUy). 

Hntton,  John  (Yorkahire,  Richmond). 
I. 

Isaacson,  Frederick  Wootton  (Tower 
ffanUets,  Stepney), 

J 

Jackson,  Bight  Hon.  William  Laweis 

(Leeds,  Jf.), 
Jaeoby,  Junes  Alfred  ( Det^shire,  Mid). 
Jameson,  Major  James  Eastace  (Clare, 

W.). 

Jebb^  Richard  Claverhoose  (Cambridge 

Vhivgraiiy). 
Jeffreys,    Arthur   Frederick  (HantSt 

Baeinffstoix). 
Jmkina,  Sir  John  Jones,  Ent.  ^Cormar^ 

then  Boroughs). 
Jesael,  Captain  Herbert  Uerton  (St. 

Paneras,  S.). 
Jtdioson-Ferguson,  Jabes  Edward  (Zei- 

eesier,  Loughborough). 
Johnston,  William  (Btd/ast,  S.). 
Johutooe,   John    Heywood  (Sussex, 

fforthom). 


Joicey,  Sir    James,    Bart.  {Durham, 

Chesterle-Street). 
JolMfo,  Hon.  Hylton  George  Hylton 

(Somerset,  Wells). 
Jones,     David     Brynmor  (Stoaruea 

District). 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvon,  Ar/on). 
Jordan,  Jeremiah  (Fermanagh,  S.). 

K. 

Kay-Shnttlevorth,    Right.    Hon.  Sir 
TJghtred  James,  Bart.  (Lancashire, 
N.E.,  Clitheroe). 
Eearley,  Hudson  Ewbanke  (Devonport) 
Kemp,  George  (Lancashire,  S.E.,  Hey- 
wood). 

Kennaway,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Henry, 

Bart.  (Devon,  Honiton). 
Kenny,  William  (DuUin,  St.  Stephen's 

Green). 

Kenriok,  William  (Birmingham,  2f.). 
Kenyon,  James  ( Bury,  Lancashire). 
Eenyon-Slaney,  Colonel  William  ^-SArop- 

shire,  N&mpvrt). 
Kilbride,  Denis  ( Qahioay,  N.), 
Kimber,  Heriry  (Wwndsioorth). 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour,  k.c.i.e.  ( Hull, 

Central). 

Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  Smyth,  Bart.  " 

(Perthshire,  E.). 
Kitson,  Sir  James,  Bart.  (York,  W.U., 

Colne  Valley). 
Knowles,  Lees  ( Salford,  W.) 
Knox,  Edmund  Francis  Vesey  (Lond^m- 

derry). 

L. 

Labouchere,  Henry  (S'orthampton). 
Jjaione,  Alfred  (SouthtDark,Benmndsey). 
Lambert,  Geoi^e  (Devon,  South  Molton). 
Langley,  Batty  (Sheffield,  Atierdife). 
Laurie,  General  John  William  (Pem- 
broke and  Haverfordwest). 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Comtoall,  Truro). 
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I*wrenoe,   WUliam  Frederick  (liver- 

pool,  Ahereron^). 
Lawaon,  John  Grant  (Yorkthin,  Jir.il., 

Tkirsk  and  JSfalion ). 
Lawaon,  Sir  Wilfrid,  Bart.  (Cumberland, 

Cockermouth). 
Le»,Sir  Thomas,  Bart.  (Londonderry,S.). 
I^cty,    William    Edward  Hartpole 

(DvUin  Univeraiiy). 
LeeB,  Sir  Elliott,  Bart  (Sirienhwd). 
Lees^  Sir  Joseph  Francia,  Knt.  (Lanea- 

ahire,  N.E.,  Aixringtm), 
Legh,  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wodehoose 

(Lancashire,  S.W.,  Keicton). 
Leighton,  Stanley  (Shropshire,  Oswestry ), 
Lang,  Sir  John,  Knt.  (Dundee), 
Leoty,  Thomas  fUchmond  (Leeds,  £.). 
Lewis,  John  Herbert  (FUtU  Boroughs). 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry  (Somerset,  N.). 
Llewelyn,  Sir  John  Tbomaa  Dillwyn, 

Bart.  (Swansea  Tovm). 
Lloyd-George,  David  ('Camorwmj. 
Ixwkwood,  Colonel    Amelias  Richard 

Mark  ( Essex,  EppUtg). 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank,  Knt.  (York  City ). 
Ixtder,  Gerald  Walter  ErakineC-BrvA^on^. 
Lagan,  John  William  (Leicester,  ffar- 

borough  ). 

Long,  Colonel  Charles  Wigram  (Wor- 
eeetershire,  Evesham). 

Long,  Right  Hon.  Walter  Hume  (Liver- 
pool, West  Derby ). 

Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller  (Grantham ). 

Lome,  Right  Hon.  John  Douglas  Suther- 
land Campbell,  Marquess  of  (Jfan- 
chester,  S.). 

Lough,  Thomas  (Islington,  W.). 

Lowles,  John  (Shoreditch,  ffaggersion). 

Lowther,  James  William  (Cumberlandf 
Penrith). 

Ix>frther,  Right  Hon.  James  (Kent, 
ItU  of  Thanet). 

Loyd,ArchieKirkman('Arjfe»,i<fi»«y(fon ). 
Lubbock,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John,  Bart 
(London  University). 


Luoas^hadwell,  Willitun  {UeMings). 
Luttrell,    Hugh    Courtenay  Fownea 

(Devon,  Tavistock). 
Lyell,  Sir  Iieonard,  'Baxt.  (Orhnefi  emi 

Shetland). 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred  (Warvnek  and 

Leamington), 


M. 


Macaleese^  Daniel  (Mbnoffhatt,  If.). 
MoArthur,  William  Alexander  fCom* 

toaU,  Si.  AwteU). 
Macartney,  William  Grey  Ellison  (An- 

trim,  S.). 

McCalmont,   Captain    James  MartiQ 

(Antrim,  E.). 
McCalmont,  Colonel  "Bvl^  ( Antrim,  Sf  ). 
McCalmont,    Harry   Leslie  BlnndeU 

( Cambridge,  Newmarket ), 
McCartan,  Michael  (Doum,  S.). 
McCarUiy,  Justin  (Longford,  N.), 
McDermott,  Patrick  (KUksnny,  N.), 
Macdona,  John  Cumming  (Southieark, 

Rotkerhiihe), 
McDonnell,     Marc    Antony  (Q%ueris 

County,  Leix). 
McEwan,  "WU^m  ( Edinburgh,  CeiUr^). 
McGhee,  Richard  (Louih,  S.). 
M'Hugh,  Edward  (Armagh,  S.). 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  Aloysius  (Leitrim,  N.). 
Mclrer,  Sir  Lewis,  Bart.  (Edinburgh, 

W.). 

McKenna,  Reginald  (Monmouth,  N.). 
McKillop,  James  (Stirlingshire ). 
McLaren,    Charles   Benjamin  Bright 

(Leicester,  Basworth). 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie  (Cardiff). 
McLeod,  3o\m  (Sutherland). 
Maclur^    John  William  ('ZatMoiAtr^ 

S.E.,  Stretford). 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  (Donegal, 

S.). 

Maden,  John  Henry  fZonoodUf^  jr.S., 
Xoseenddle). 
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mariet). 

Minderille^  Francia  (Tippmwy,  S.). 
Jiaaneot  Lord  Edvard  Willum  John 

(leice$terskiret  MdUm). 
Ifapk^  Sir  JtAm  Blundell,  Ent.  (C<tnir 

htraeO,  Duttoi4sh), 
Kftjppm,  Sir  Fredwiek  lliorpe,  Bart., 

(Fori,  W.le.,ffaSam»hire). 
Mttb,  Harry  HMi&nel(Tou3«r  Hatnlett, 

St.  Georye't). 
lUrtin,  Richard  Biddulph  (WMveater, 

DroUmch). 
Vimey  -  MainTraring,    Hon.  William 

Frederick  Barton  (FinAuryj  Cm- 

trai). 

Huwell,  Sir  Herbert  Eustace,  Bart. 

(Wigtownahvn). 
Kellor,  Colcmd  John  Jamee  (Lanca$hiret 

MeUor,  Right  Hon.  John  William  (York, 

W.R.,Soioerby). 
MelFille,  Beresford  Valentine  (Stockport ). 
HeysB^-Thompson,  Sir  Henry  Meysey, 

Bart.  ( Stafford,  Hmtdmiih). 
HilUnk,  Fowlett  Charles  Jdm  (Sadiwr- 

thire). 

Hildinay,   VnnaB   Bingham  (Dwoi^ 

Totneg). 

Hibur,  Sir  Frederick    George  Bart. 

(iFott$,  SasMtiaw). 
Hilton,    William   Charles    de  Mure 

Fitzwilliam,  Visoount  (Wakefield). 
Mil  ward,    Colonel   Victor  (Wanvick, 

StratfordrvpovrAvon ). 
Hinoh,  Matthew  Joseph  (KUdar^  S.). 
UoUoy,  Bemard  Charles  (Sing**  Co., 

Sirr). 

Moncktoii,  Edward  Philip  (Northamp- 

tonthire,  S.), 
Honk,  Charles  James  (Glofucetter). 
HoBtagu,  Hon.  John  Walter  Edward 

Douglas  Scott-  (HarUs,  New  Forest) 
Hontegu,  Sir  Samuel,  Bart.  (Tower 

Ambto,  WhUeehapd), 


Moon,    Edward    Robert   Facy  (St^ 

Pancnu,  y.). 
More,  Robert  Jasper  (Shropskiref  Lud' 

low). 

Morgui,  Colonel  the  Hon.  Frederick 

Courtenay  (MonnunUhshiref  S.). 
Morgan,  Bight  Eon.  Sir  George  Osborne, 

Bart.  ( Denbigli$hire,  E.).  ' 
Mcnrgan,  John  Lloyd  (^CarmortAen,  W.). 
Morgan,  'William  Fritohard  (Merthyr 

Tydvil). 
Morley,  Charles  (Brecknock). 
Morley,  Right  Hon.  John  ( Montr oee 

Burghs ). 

Morrell,  George  Herbert  (Oxon,  Wood- 
stock). 

Morris,  Samuel  (KWeenny,  S.). 
Morrison,  Walter  CrorA-,  W.Ji.,  Skipton). 
Morton,  Edward  John  Chalmers  ('7)ei»m- 
port). 

Mount,  William  George  (Berks,  New- 
bitry). 

Mowbray,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Robert, 

Bart.  (Oxford  University). 
MundeUa,  Right  Hon.  Anthony  John 

(Sheffield,  Brightside). 
Muntz,  Philip  Albert  (Warmc^hire, 

Tamworth ). 
Murdoch,  Charles  Townsend  (Reading) 
Mnmagban,  George  (Tyro^ie,  Mid). 
Murray,  Charles  James  (Coventry), 
Murray,    Colonel    Charles  Wyndham 

(Bath). 

Murray,  Bi{^t  Hon.  Andrew  Graham 

(Buteshire). 
Myers,  William  Henry  (  Winchester). 


N. 

Newdigate,  Francis   Alexander  (War- 

wiekshire,  Nuneaton), 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian  (Argyllshire).' 
Northcot^   Hon.  Sir  Henry  Stafford, 

Baiji.  (Exetw). 
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Korton,  Captain  Ceral  William  (New- 

ington,  W.). 
Kumej}  Thomas  WiUana  ( Pontejract). 

0. 

O'Brien,  James  Francis  Xavier  (Cork 
GUy), 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny). 
O'Brien,  Fafcrick  J oseph  ( Tipperary,  N.). 
O'Connor^  Arthur  (DonegeUy  £,). 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicidow,  W.). 
O'Connor,  Thomas  Power  (Liverpool, 

Scotland). 
O'Keeff^  Francis  Arthur  (Limerick), 
O'Kelly,  James  ( Roscommon,  N.). 
Oldroyd,  Mark  (Dewsbmy). 
O'Malley,  William  ( Gakoayy  Connemara ), 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens  (Antrim, 

Mid). 

Orr-Ewiag,     Charles    Lindsay  (Ayr 

Oswald,  James  Francis  ( Oldltam ). 
Owen,  Thomas  (ConitcaU,  Launcenton). 

P. 

Palmer,  Colonel  James  Dampier  ( Graves- 
end). 

Palmer,  Sir  Charles  Mark,  Bart.  (Dur- 
ham, Jarrow). 

Parkes,  Ebenezer  ('^irmin^Aam,  Central) 

Pamell,  John  Howard  (Meath,  S.). 

Paulton,  James  Mdlor  ( Durham,  Biakop 
Auckland). 

Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  Dickinson,  Bart. 
(  Colchester ). 

Pease,  Alfred  Edward  ( Torkshire,  Cleve- 
land). 

Pease,  Arthur  ( Darlington )  ' 

Pease,  Joseph  Albert  ( Koi  thunAerland, 

Tyneside  ). 
Pease,  Sir  Joseph  Whitwell,  'Bairt»(Dur- 

ham,  Barnard  Castle ). 
Pender,  James  ( N^orthants,  Mid), 


Fnm,  John  (LmoiAam). 

Perks,  Kobert  William  (lAnaolnikvret 

Louth). 

PhiUpotts,  Captun  Arthur  Stephens 
(Devon,  Torqitay). 

Fickard,  Benjamin  (YorkahirCi  WM.^ 
Sormanion). 

Kckersgill,  Edward  Hare  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.). 

Pierpointf  Kobert  (Warrington). 

Pinkerton,  John  (Galway). 

Pirie,  Captain  Duncan  Vemoa  (Aber- 
deen, N.). 

Phitt-Higgins,  Frederick  (Salford,  N.). 
Pluttkett,  Hon.  Horace  Curam  (DtMin 

County,  S.). 
Pollock,    Harry    Frederick  (Lincolfi, 

Spetlding). 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp,  Bart.  (  Wigan ). 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph  (Watetford,  E.). 
Fretyman,    Captain    Ernest  George 

(SviffoUe,  Woodbridge). 
Price,  Robert  John  (Norfolk.  E.). 
Priestley,  Briggs  (York,  W.R^  Pudeey). 
Priestley,  Sir  Williun  Orerend,  Knt. 

(EdiJiitiiryhandSt.  Andrews  Univer- 

sitiee). 

Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh  (Glaegow, 

Blackfriara). 
Pryoe-Jones,     Edward     ( Monfgomery 

Boroughs). 
Purvis,  Robert  (Peterborwtgh). 
Fym,  Charles  Quy  (Bedford). 

Q. 

Quilter,  William  Cuthbert  (Suffolk^ 
Sudbury) 

R. 

Randell,  David  (Glamorgan,  Gower). 
Rankin,   Junes   (ffer^ordahire,  Leo- 
mirkMUr). 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came  (Etaex, 

S.E.). 
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BeGkitt»  Harold  Junes  (Lincolnshire^ 
Brigg). 

Redmond,  John  Edward  (Waterford). 
Redmond,   William    Hoey  Kearney 

(Chn,  E.). 
Rod,  Sir  Robert  Threshie,  Knt.  (Dum- 

/fin  Burgka). 
Boubav,  Charles  Bine  (Rmfr^Wj  W.) 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander  ( Doum,  E.), 
Ridiards,  Henry  Charles  (Finsbury,  E.). 
Richardson,  Thomas  (Hartlepool). 
Ricfcett,  Joseph  Compton  (Scarborough), 
Kidley,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Matthew  White, 

Bart  (LancMhire^  N.,  Blackpool), 
Bitehie,  Right  Hon.  Charles  Thomson 

(Croydon). 
Bobais,  John  Bryn  (Carnarvonshire, 

Eifion). 

Boberts,  John  Herbal  (Denbigh.  W.). 
Robertson,  Edmund  ( Dunde$.) 
Robertson,  Thomas  Herbert  (ffaekmi/y 

S-). 

Robinson,  Brooke  (DiicUey), 
Bobson,    William    Snowdon  (SotUh 
Shields), 

Boehe,  Hon.  James  B.  Borke  (Kerry,E.), 
Roche,  John  ( Galtoay,  E.). 
Bollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye,  Knt.  (Islington, 
S.). 

Rothschild,  Baron  Ferdinand  Junes  de 

(Bucks,  Aylesbury). 
Roand,  James  (Essex^  Hanoich). 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux  (Rockdale). 
Russell,  General  Francis  Shirleyf  ChsUen- 

ham). 

fioBsdl,  Sir  George,  Bart.  (Berkshire^ 

WcMngJiam). 
Bnssell,  Thomas  Wallace  (Tyrom,  S.). 
Bntherford,  John  (Lancashirej  N.E.i 

Darwen). 

S. 

Bamnd,  Harry  Simeon  (Tower  ffamkts, 

Limehouse). 
Samuel,  JonaUian  (Slockton-on~Teea) 


Sandys,  Colonel  Thomas  Mylea  (Lan- 
cashire, S.W.,  BooUe). 
Saunderson,  Colonel    Edward  James 

(Armagh,  S.), 
Savory, ,  Sir  Joseph,  Bart.  (Westmor- 
land, Appleby). 
Schwann,  Charles  Ernest  (Manchester, 

Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard,  K.c.8.1. 

(Hackney,  Central). 
Scott,  Charles  Prestwich  (LoMoshire, 

S.  W.,  Leigh). 
Seale-Hayne,    Right    Hon.  Charles 

(Dewn,  AMurton.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  ( Lincoln). 
Seton-K-arr,  Henry  (St,  Helens). 
Sharpe,   William    Edward  Thompson 

(Kensington,  N.). 
Shaw,  Charles  Edward  ( Stafford). 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  Burghs). 
Shaw,  William  Rawson  (HcUi/ax). 
Shaw-Stewart,  Michael  Hugh  (Eet^rew- 

shire,  E.). 
Shoe,  James  John  (  Waterf&rd,  W,). 
Sheehy,  DaTld  (Gahoayy  S.). 
Sidebotham,  Joseph  Watson  (CMire, 
Hyde). 

Sidebottom,  Tom  Harrop  (SuUybridge). 
Sidebottom,  William  (Derbyshire^  High 
Peak). 

Simeon,  Sir  John  Stephen  Barrington, 

Bart.  (Southampton). 
Skewea-Cox,  Thomas  (Surrey,  Kingston). 
Smith,  Abel  (Herts,  Hereford). 
Smith,  Abel  Henry  (Christchurch). 
Smith-Barry,  Right  Hon.  Arthur  H. 

(Hunts,  Huntingdon). 
Smith,  Hon.  William  Frederic  Dauvers 

(Strand,  Westminster). 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lattorkf  Partick). 
Smith,  Sunuel  (FUnishire), 
Souttar,  Robinson  (Dun^etshire). 
Spencer,  Ernest  (  West  Bromwich). 
Spicer,  Albert  (Monmouth  Boroughs). 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  James  ( Burnley). 
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Stanley^  Edward  George  Villiers,  Lord 
(Lancaghiret  N.E..,  Wtethov^hton), 

Stewley,  Edward  James  (Someraet, 
Bridgwater). 

Stanley,  Heory  Morton  ( Lambeth^  N.). 

Stephens,  Henry  Gharlea  (Middlgeex, 
ffornsey ). 

Stevenson,  Francis  Seymour  (Suffdk^ 

Stewart,  Sir  Mark  John  McTaggart, 

Bart.  (Kirkcudbright). 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir   John  Maxwell, 

Bart.   (GUugow^  College). 
Stock,  James  Henry  {'iiwr/wo^,  Walton). 
Stone,  Sir  John  Benjamin,  Bart.  (£ir- 

mingham,  E.). 
Straohey,  Edward  (Soniersett  S.). 
Strauss,  Arthur  (CorTwallt  Camborne). 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley  (Essex, 

Maidon). 

Stuart,  James  (ShoTeditch,  Hoxton).. 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier  (Dorset, 
E,). 

Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeatk,  S.). 
Sullivan,  Timothy  Daniel  (Donegal,  E.). 
Sutherland,  Su:  Thomas,  K.C.M.G. 
(Greenock), 

T. 

Talbot,  John  Gilbert^ Oxford  Unxvertity). 
Talbot,  Lord  Edmund  Bernard  (Sussex, 

Chichester), 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns  Deane  (Cork 

County,  Mid.)' 
Taylor,  Francis  (Norfolk,  S.). 
Tennant,  Harold  John  ( Benvickshire.) 
Thomas,  Abel  ( Carmarthen,  E.). 
Thomas,  Alfred  ( Glamorgan,  E.). 
Thomas,,  David  A\fred  (Merthgr  TydvU). 
Thorburn,  Walter  (Peebles  and  Selkirk). 
Thornton,  Percy  Mdville  f(7%)Aa»iJ. 
Tdlemache,  Henry  James  (Che^ire, 

Eddishury). 
Tomlinaon,  William  Edward  Murray 
.  (Preston). 


Trevelyan,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  George  Otto, 
Bart.  ( Glasgow,  Eridgeton). 

Tritton,  Charles  Ernest  (Xtcanbeth,  Nor- 
wood). 

Tuite,  James  (  Weslmeatht  N.) 
Tully.  Jasper  (UUriu^  S.). 


V. 

Ure,  Alexander  (Linlithgow). 
Usbome,  Thomas  (Essex,  Chehne/ord). 


V. 

Valentia,  Sir  Arthur  Annesl^,  Tisooont 

(Oa/ord). 

Vemey,  Hon.  Bichard  Greville  (War- 

loickshire,  Rugby). 
Villiers,  Bight  Hon.  Charles  Pelham 

(  Wolverhampton.  S.). 
Vincmt^  Colonel  Sir  Charlra  Edward 

Howard,  Knt  (Skeffi^  Central), 


W. 

Wallace,  Bobert  (Edijiburgh,  E.). 

Wallace.  Bobert  (Perth). 

Walrond,  Sir  William   Hood,  Bart. 

(Devon,  Tiverton). 
Walton,  John  Lawson  ( Leeds,  S.). 
Wanklyn,    James    Leslie  (Erat^ord, 

Central). 

Ward,  Hon.  Bobert  Arthur  (Che^ire, 

Crewe). 

Ward^  Colonel  Charles  Edward  (Kent, 


Waring,  Colonel  Thomas  (Down,  If.). 
Warkworth,  Lord  ( Kensington,  S.). 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  Theydon 

(Stafford,  Licl^tdd). 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick  (Liverpool, 

E.  Toxteth), 
Wayman,  Thomas  (York,  W.S.,  EUand). 
Webster,  Bobert  Grant  (St.  PonenK^i^.Jl. 
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Webster,    Sir    Riohwd  «*C>ll.Ck 

(Ideof  Wight). 

Wedderbom,  Sir  William,  Bart.  (Baa^- 
Aire). 

Weir,  Jamee  Galloway  (JSofs  and  Gro- 
nartjf), 

Welby,  Colonel  Alfred  Cholmeley  Earle- 

(Taunion). 
Wentworth,   Braoe  Canning  Ywnon- 

(Srighton). 
Wharton.  John  Lloyd  (York,  W.^., 

Ripon). 
Wfaitelej,  George  (StockpoH). 
Wbitdey,  Herbert  (AdOoMtnder-Lyne). 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon  (Ckdsea). 
Wliittaker,  Thomas  FabnerCrori,  WJt., 

Spm  Valley), 
WidJumi  Williun  (SanU,  Ptter^field). 
I     T^grun,  Alfred  Money  (Eaaex,  Rom. 

I    Williuai,  Colocul  Robert  (Ihrtai,  W.), 
I    WiUiams,  John  Carrell  (NolUy  Maru- 

I     Williams,  Joseph  Powdl-  (Birminghanit 

i 

j     Willoaghby  de  Erosby,  Gilbert  Heathcote 
I         Dnunmond-WiUonghby^  Lord  ( Lin- 
^         eoltuhire,  ffomoattU). 
;    mUox,   John   Archibald  (JAverpool, 
Evertim). 

Wills,  Sir  William  Henry,  Bart  (Bristol, 
E,). 

Wibon,  Charles  Henry  (HuU,  W.). 
Wilson,   Frederick  William  (Nmfolk, 
Mid). 


xU 

Wilson,  Heopy  Joseph  (York,  W.R., 

Holmjvrih). 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid). 
Wilson,  John  (Fal^rk  Burghs), 
Wilson,  John  (Lanark,  Gooan). 
Wilson,  John  William  (Worcester,  If.). 
Wilson,    Joseph    Havelook  (Middles- 
brough)^ 

Wilson-Todd,  WiUiam    Henry  (Ywk, 

N.R.t  ffowdenshire). 
Wingfield-Digby,  J<^  Eeoelm  (Dorset, 

Wodehouse,  Edmond  Robert  (Bath). 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhehn  (Bel/att,  E.). 
Woodall,  William  (Ha/rdey). 
Woodhoose,  Sir  James  Thomas,  Knt. 

(Suddersfield). 
Wortley,  Right  Hon.  Charles  Beilby 

Stuart-  (Sheffield,  ffallam). 
Wylie,  Alexander  {Dumbartonshire). 
Wyndham,  Geoi^e  (Dover). 
Wyndhom-Qnin,  Major  Wyndham  Henry 

(Glamorgan,  S.). 
Wyvill,    Marmaduke    d'Arcy  (York, 

W.E.,  O&ey). 


Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong  (Chester). 

Toung,  Samuel  ( Cavan,  E.). 

Younger,  William  (Lvnoohishire,  Stam- 

ford). 

Yoxall,  James  Henry  ( NtMingham,  W.). 
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( Compiled  at  the  Opming  of  tAe  Session.) 


ENOLAHB— 406  Kemben. 


BEDFOBDSHIBK 

Northern  (or  Bioolebwadb)  Division. 
Lord  Alwyne  Frederick  Compton. 

Southern  (ob  Luton)  Division. 
Thomas  Gair  ABhton. 

BEDFORD  B0B0U6HS. 
Charles  Quy  ¥ym. 


BERKSHIRE. 

Northern  (or  Abingdon)  Division. 
Archie  Kirkman  Loyd. 

Southern  (or  Newburt)  Division. 
Williun  Geor^  Moant. 

Eastern  (or  Wokinohah)  Division. 
Sir  C^rge  Riissell,  Bart. 

EEADmO  BOROUGH. 

ChorleB  Townseiul  Murdoch. 

WIND6UB  (NEW)  BOROUaH. 
FranciB  Tresa  Bairy. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Northern  (or  Buckinoham)  Division. 
William  Walter  Carlile. 

Mid  (or  Aylesbury)  Division. 
Baron  Fenlinand  Jamee  de  Rothschild. 

Southern  (or  Wycombe)  Division. 
Ge(Vga  Richard  Penn  Viscoimt  Cnrzon. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Northern  (ob  Wisbech)  Division. 
Charles  Tyrrell  Giles. 

Western  (or  Chesterton)  Division. 
Walter  Raymond  Greene. 

Eastern  (or  Newmarket)  Division. 
Harry  Leslie  Blundell  McCalmont. 

GAHBRmGE  UNtVEBSHY. 
Richud  Clavwhonse  Jebb. 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon  Gorat,  Knt. 

QAMBKIDOE  BOROVQH. 
Sir  Robert  Uuiacke  Penrose  FitM3«ral£l, 
Bart. 


CHESHIRE. 

WiRRAL  Division. 
Colonel   Edward    Thomas  Davenant 
Cotttm-Jodrell. 

Eddisbubt  Division. 
Henry  James  Tollemache. 

Macclesfield  Division. 
William  Bromley  Davenport. 

Crkwb  Division. 
Hon.  Robert  Arthur  Ward. 

NoRTHwicH  Division. 
Sir  John  Tomlinson  Brunner,  Bart. 

Altrinchau  Division. 
Coningsl^  Bi^ph  Disraeli. 
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Hyde  Division. 
Joa^  Watson  Sidebotham. 

EmiTSFORD  Division. 
Hon.  Alan  de  Tatton  Egerton. 

BISEENHEAB  BOBOUaH. 
Sir  EUiott  Lees,  Bart. 

CHESTER  CITY. 
Boh&et  Armstrong  Terburgh. 

8T0CKP0ET  BOROUGH. 
Geoi^  Whiteley. 
Beresford  Valentine  Melville. 


LIST  OF  CON8TITT7ENCIES. 

DEBBTSHIBE. 


xliii 


COENWALL. 

Wbtobbn  (or  St.  Iv£8)  Division. 
llKHDas  Bedford  Bolitho. 

NOBTH-WKSTBBN  (oR  CaMBOKNK) 

Division. 
Arthur  StrauBB. 

Truro  Division. 
Edvin  Lawrence. 

Mid  (or  St.  Austeli.)  Division. 
ViUiain  Alexander  HcAj^lrar. 

South-eastern  (or  Bodmin)  Division. 
Right  Hon.  Leonard  Henry  Courtney. 

N0RTH-BA8TKRN  (or  Lauhcbston) 
Division. 

Th<Hna8  Owen. 

PKNRYN  AKD  FALMOUTH  BOEOTJGH. 
Frederick  John  Efonumui. 


.CUMBERLAND. 

Northern  (or  Ebkdalb)  Division. 
Bobot  Andrew  Allison. 

Hio  (or  Penrith)  Division. 
James  WilUam  Lowther. 

COCKERMOUTH  DIVISION. 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Bart. 

Western  (or  Eorehont)  Division. 
Hon.  Hubert  Valentine  Duncombe. 

CABLiSLB  cmr. 

Right  Hon.  WilUam  Coort  Onlly. 

WHITEHAVEN  BOR&UGH. 
Ai^ostaa  Heldw. 


High  Peak  Division. 
Captain  WUliam  Sidebotttnu. 

NOBTH-KASTBBN  DIVISION. 

Thomas  Dolling  Bolton. 

Chebtebtibld  Division. 
Thomas  Bayley. 

Western  Division. 
Victor  .Christian  William  Cavendish. 

Mid  Division. 
James  Alfred  Jaooby. 

Ilkeston  Division. 
Sir  Baltiiazar  Walter  Foster,  Knt 

Southern  Division. 
John  Gretton  (Junior). 

DERBY  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Howe  Bemrose. 
Geoffrey  Drage. 


DEVONSHIRE. 

Eastern  (or  Honiton)  Division. 
Eight  Hon.  Sir  John  Henry  Kennaway, 
Bart. 

North-bastebn  (or  Tiverton) 

Division. 

Colonel  Sir  William  Hood  Walrond, 
Bart. 

Northern  (or  South  Molton) 
Division. 
George  Lambert. 

North-western  (ob  Barnstaple) 
Division. 
Sir  William  Cameron  Gull,  Bart. 

Western  (or  Tavistock)  Division. 
Hugh  Courtenay  Fownes  Lnttrell. 

SotTH  (or  Totnbb)  Division. 
Francis  Bingham  Mildmay. 

Torquay  Division. 
Captain  Arthur  Stephens  Phillpotts. 

Mid  (or  Ashburton)  Division. 
Eight  Hon.  Charles  Seale-Hayne. 

DEVONFOBT  BOROUGH. 
Hudson  Ewbanke  Kearley. 
Edward  John  Chalmers  Morton. 
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EXETER  CITT. 

Hon.  Sir  Henry  Staflford  Northcote,  Bart. 

FLTMOTTTH  BOROUQH. 

Sir  Edward  George  Clarke,  Kat 
Charles  Harrison. 


DOBSETSHIBE. 

NORTHBBN  DiTISIOK. 

John  Eenelm  Digl^  Wingfield-Bigby. 

Eastern  Division. 
Hon.  Humphrey  Napier  Start 

Southern  Division. 
William  EmeBb  Brymer. 

WssTEBK  Division. 
Colonel  Roberfe  Williams. 


DURHAM, 

Jarrow  Division. 
Sir  Charles  Mark  Palmer,  Bart. 

Hodohton-le-Sprinq  Division. 
Robert  Cameron. 

Chester-le-Street  Ditibion. 
Sir  Jamee  Joicey,  Bart. 

NOBTH-VBSTEBN  DIVISION. 

Llewellyn  Archer  Atherley-J(me8. 

Mid  Division. 
John  Wilson. 

SodtH'Eabteen  Division. 
General  Sir  Henry  Marshmaa  Havdook* 
Allan,  Bart. 

Bishop  Auckland  Division. 
Junes  Mellor  Faulton. 

Barnard  Cabtlb  Division. 
Sir  Joseph  Whitwell  Feaae,  Bart 

DiLBLINOTON  BOBOUOH. 
Arthur  Pease. 

DITBHAH  CITT. 
Matthew  Fowler. 

OATESHEAD  BOBOUGH. 
William  Allan. 

HABtLEFOOLS  (THE)  BOBOUGH. 
Thomas  BiohardBoa. 

SOtTTE  SHIELDS  B0B01TGH. 
William  Snowdon  Robson. 


Durbax— eonf. 

STOCKTON  BOBOTTGS. 
Jonathan!  Samuel. 

STTKDEBLAKD  BOBOUGH. 
William  Theodore  Doxford. 
Colonel  Sir  Edward  Temperley  Goarky, 
Ent 


•  ESSEX. 

SOUTH-WBBTEBN  (OR  WaLTHAHSTOW) 

Division. 

Edmund  Widdrington  Byrne. 

Southern  (or  Bohford)  Division. 
Alfred  Money  Wigram. 

Western  (or  Imping)  Division. 
Colonel  AmeliuB  Richard  Msrk  Lock- 
wood. 

Korthbrn  (or  SArpBON  Waldsn) 
Division. 

Charles  Gold. 

NOBTH-BASTBBN  (OB  HaBVIOH) 

Division. 

James  Bound. 

Eastern  (or  Maldon)  Division. 
Hon.  Charles  Hedley  Strutt. 

Mid  (or  Cheuisfobd)  Division. 
Thomas  TTshome. 

SOUTH-BASTSIN  DIVISION. 

Major  Frederic  Came  Rascfa. 

COLCHESTEB  BOBOUGH. 
Sir  Weetman  Dickinson  Pearson,  Bart 

WEST  HAM  BOBOUGH. 
North  Divinon, 
Ernest  Gray. 

South  Division. 
Major  Gecffge  Edward  Baoea. 


gloucestershibk 

Mid  (or  Stroud)  Division. 
Charles  Alfred  Cripps. 

Nobthbrn  (or  Tewkesburt)  Division. 
Sir  John  Edward  D(«ington,  Bart 

Eastsbn  (or  Cirbnoestbr)  I^nsiov. 
Hon.  Allen  Benjamin  Bathnrst. 
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Glouoestershibk — cont. 

FOBBST  OF  DbAH  DITISION. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Charlai  Wentwortb 
DOke,  Bart. 

SOUTHREK  (OB  ThOBSBVUY)  DIVISION. 

CUrles  Edwwd   Hm^erlord  Athole 

Cdstott. 

BRISTOL  BOROUGH. 
West  Dwision. 
Ri^  Hon.  Sif  Michael  Edward  Hic^ 
Beach,  Bart. 

North  Divintm. 

Unha  Bty. 

Saii  ZHvuion. 
Sir  William  Henry  Wills,  Bart. 

South  J)wiaion. 
Oolonel  Sir  Edward  Stock  Hill^  K.C.B. 

CHELTENHAM  BOROUGH. 
Gforaal  Francis  Shirley  Bussell;  -  ^ 

OLOnCEETTEB  CTTSr. 
Charles  James  Monk. 


aSAMFSHIBE. 

NOBTHEBS  (OB  BaSINOSTOKB)  DITISIOK. 

Arthur  Frederick  Jeffreys. 

WSSTBBN  (OB  ANDOTEB)  DITISION. 

mam  'Witho-  Branutoa  Beach. 

KUTEBN  (OB  PeTSBSFIBLD)  DITI8IOX. 

William  Wickham. 

SOUTHEBM  (OB  FaBBHAM)  DIVISION. 

Gonearal  Sir  Frederick  Wellington  John 
fitcWygraitt,  Bart. 

New  Fobbst  Division. 
Hon.  John  Walter  Edward  Doughu 

Scott-Montaga. 

CHRISTCHURCH  BOROUGH. 
Abel  Benry  Smith. 

FOBTSHOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Sir  John  Baker,  Knt. 
Walter  Owen  Clongh. 

SOUTHAMPTON  BOBOUGH. 
Bit  Francis  H.  Brans,  K.aH.o.  ' 
Sir  John  St^hen  Banington  Simecnk, 
Bart. 

WINCHESTER  CIT7. 
Winiam  Henry  Myers. 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Sr  Rifjuvd  Everard  Wehster,  Knt. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 

NOBTHRBN  (OB  LBOMIKSTEB)  DIVISION. 

James  Bankin.  • 

Southern  (or  Ross)  Division. 
Michael  Biddulph 

HEREFORD  CITY. 
Charles  Wallwyn  Badclifis  Cooke. 


•  .  HBBTFOBDSHIBE. 

Northern  (or  Hitchin)  Divnnw. 
George  Bickwsteth  Hudson. 

Eastern  (or  Hertford)  DnmioN. 
Abel  Smith. 

Mid  (or  St.  Albans)  Division. 

Hon.  Vicary  Gibbs. 

Western  (ob  Watfobd)  Division. 
Thomas  Frederick  Hidsey. 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

Sodthebn  (ob  Hdntingdon)  Division. 
Bi|^  Hon.  ArUiur  Hugh  Smith-Bany. 

NOETHSBN  /ob  BaHSET)  DIVUION. 

Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward  Fellowes. 


KENT. 

Westebn  (ob  Sbvenoaks)  Division. 
Henry  William  Forster. 

North-western  (ob  Dabtford) 
Division. 

Bight  Hon.  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke, 
Bart. 

South-western  (or  Tunbridoe) 
Division. 

Arthur  Saokville  l^revor  Griffith- 
Boecawen. 

Mid  (ob  Medwat)  Division. 
Cdonel  Charles  Edward  Warde. 

Nobth-sastebn  (ob  Favebsham) 
Division. 
Frederick  Gorell  Barnes. 

SOUTHEBN  (ob  AsHTORD)  DlVISlOir. 

Laurence  Hardy. 

Eastern  (ob  St.  Avgustinb's)  Divzsiqn. 
Right  Hon.  Aretas  Akers-Douglaa, 

IsLB  6v  Thanxt  DmsioN. 
Bight  Hon.  James  Lowther 
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CANTERBURT  CITY. 
John  Henniker  Heaton. 

CHATHAM  BOBOUGH. 
Homtao  David  Daviee. 

DBPTFOBO  BOBOUGH. 
Charles  John  Darling. 

DOVER  BOROtJGH. 
George  Wyndham. 

GRATESENS  BOROUGH. 
Cokmet  James  Dampier  Palmer. 

GREENWICH  BOBOUGH. 
Lord  Hugh  Bichard  Heathoote  Cecil. 

HTTHE  BOEOUQH. 
General  Sir  James  Bevan  Edwards, 

K.O.H.Q. 

LEWISHAM  BOBOUGH. 
John  Fenn. 

MAIDSTONE  BOBOUGH. 
Sir  Frederick  Seager  Hunt,  Bart. 

BOCHESTEB  CSTY. 
James  Edward  Habot  Gascoyne  Cecil 
VtBConnt  Cranbome. 

^WOOLWICH  BOROUGH. 
Colonel  Edwin  Hughee. 


LANCASHIBE. 
Hoith  TiaiMwuhire. 

NOBTR  LOMSDALB  DtVUION. 

Bichard  Frederick  Cavendish. 

Lancaster  Division. 
Ool(mel  William  Henry  Foster. 

Blackpool  Division. 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  MatUiew  White  Bidley, 
Bart 

Cborlst  Ditisioh. 
David  Alexander  Edward  Lindsay,  Earl 
of  Balcarres. 

Hdrtlteait  Laneaahin. 

Dabwbn  Division. 
John  Bntherford. 

Clitherob  Division. 
Bi^t  Hon.  Sir  Ughtred  James  Kay- 
Shnttleworth,  Bart. 

AcoRiNGTON  Division. 
Sir  Jos^h  Francis  Leeee,  Knt. 

BOBSBBDALB  DIVISION. 

J<An  Henry  Maden. 


Lancashire — eonL 

SovtlMMt  Luteashire. 

Wbsthodghton  Division. 
Edward  Qeorge  Yilliws  Lord  Stanley. 

Hbtwood  Division. 
George  Kemp. 

MiDDLBTON  Division. 
Thomas  Fielden. 

BADOLirFB-CUH-FARNWOBTH  DiVISlOir. 

Colonel  John  Jameo  Mellor. 

EocLBs  Division. 
Octavins  Leigh  Clare. 

Strbtfobd  Division. 
John  William  Maclure. 

GoBTON  Division. 
Emeet  Froderio  George  Hatch. 

Frbstwich  Division. 
^Vederick  Cawley. 


South-west  LaBcaihire. 

SouTHPORT  Division. 
Bight  Hon.  George  Nathaniel  Cnrzon. 

Ormskirk  Division. 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Bower  Forwood, 
Bart. 

BooTLB  Division. 
Colonel  Thomas  Myles  Sandys. 

WiDNBS  DtViaiON. 

John  Saunders  Gilliat. 

Nbwton  Division. 
Bight  Hon.  Thcnoas  Wod^onse  Legh. 

Incr  Division. 
Colonel  Henry  Blundell-Hdlinshead 
Blnndell. 

LxiQB  Division. 
Charles  Prestwich  Scott. 


ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE  BOROUGH. 
Herbert  James  Whiteley. 

BABROW-m.FURNESS  BOROUGH. 

Charles  William  Cayeer. 

BLACKBURN  BOROUGH. 
William  Henry  Hornby. 

Sir  William  Coddington,  Bart. 

BOLTON  BOROUGH. 
Hwbert  Shepherd-Cross. 
George  Hwwood. 
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BTJENLET  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Philip  James  Stanhope. 

BUBY  BOBOUOH. 

Junes  Kenyon. 

LIVEEPOOL  CITY. 

Kirkdale  IHvinon. 
SSr  George  Smjth  Baden-Powelli  k.o.h.o. 

Walton  JHviaion. 
JiouB  Hnury  Stock. 

Sverton  /Hvinon. 
John  ArchibsOd  Willox. 

We^  Derby  Dvnaion* 
Bi^t  Hon.  Walter  Home  Long. 

SooUand  Dwiaion, 
Ihanas  Fown-  O'Ccmnor. 

Exchange  Diviaum. 
John  Charles  BigWn. 

Abereromby  DwUion. 
William  Frederic  Lawrmoe. 

East  Toxteth  Division, 
Aogoatus  Frederick  Warr. 

West  Toxteth  Division, 
Robert  Pateraon  Houston. 

MANCHESTER  CITY. 
JSTarthr'teest  Division. 
Sur  William  Henry  Hoald8V(»iih,  Bart. 

ITorA  Division. 
Charles  Ernest  Schwann. 

North-east  Dimtion. 
R^t  Hon.  Sir  Junes  Feiguason,  Bart. 

East  Division. 
lU^t  B^n.  Arthur  James  Balfonr. 

South  Division. 
Right  Hon.  John  Douglas  Sutherland 
C^pbell  Marquees  of  Lome. 

Southrioest  Division, 
'Vmiiam  Johnson  Galloway. 

OLDHAH  BOBOUGH. 
Robert  Ascroft. 
James  Francis  Osvald. 

PBESTON  BOROnGH. 
Right  Hon.  Robert  William  Hanbury. 
WOliom  Edward  Murray  Tomlinson. 

EOCHDALE  BOBOUOH. 
Ccdonel  Clenkent  Molynenx  Boyds. 


CONSTITUENCIES. 

IiA.NCAfiHIItB — COnt. 

SAIiFOBD  BOROUGH. 
NoT^  Di't^iim. 
Frederick  Flatt-Hi^;ins. 

West  Division. 
lioes  Enowles. 

South  Division. 
Sir  Henry  Hoyle  Howorth,  k.o.i.s. 

ST.  HEIiENS  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Seton-Karr. 

STALYBEIDGE  BOROUGH. 
Tom  Harrop  Sidebottom. 

WARRINGTON  BOROUGH. 
Robert  Pierpoint. 

WIGAN  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Francis  Sharp  Powell,  Bart. 
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LEICESTEBSHIBE. 

Eastern  (or  Melton)  Division. 
Lord  Edward  William  Manners. 

Mid  (or  Ijouohborouoh)  Division. 
Jabez  Edward  Johnson-Ferguson. 

Western  (or  Boswobth)  DrnaiON. 
Charles  Benjamin  Bright  McLaren. 

Southern  (or  Harborouqb)  Divisioh. 
John  William  Logan. 

LEICESTER  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Broadhurst. 
Walter  Hazell. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 

West  Lindsbt  (or  Gainsborocgb) 
Division. 
Emerson  Bainbridge. 

North  Lindset  (or  Brioo)  Division. 
Harold  James  Reckitt. 

East  Luixhet  (ob  Looth)  Division. 
Robert  William  Perks. 

South  Lindskt  (ob  Hobncastle) 
Division. 

Gilbert    Heathcote    Dmnmumd  -  Wil- 

loughby  Lord  Willoughby  de  Eresby 

North  Kestbvbn  (or  Slbaford) 
Division. 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Chaplin. 
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SotiTH  KKSTsrav  (ob  Stamiobd) 
DiTisioir. 
William  Youngar. 

Bollard  (or  Spaldihq)  DmsioH. 
Harry  Frederick  FoUock. 

BOSTON  BOBOXTOH. 
William  Gktfflt. 

OBA^TTHAH  BOBOtTGH. 
Henry  Yarde  Buller  Lopee. 

GREAT  GBHIBBT  BOBOVOH 
George  Doughty. 

UNooLN  crrr. 

Charlea  Hilton  Seely. 


MIDDLESEX. 

EnFIRLD  DlTIBION. 

Major  Henry  Ferrinum  Bovles. 

TOTTINHAM  DmSIOH. 

Joeefh  Hovard. 

HoENSBT  Division. 
Henry  Charles  Stephens. 

'Harrow  Ditisiok. 
William  Ambrose. 

Eaiino  Ditisioh. 
Bi^t   Hon.   Lord   George  Frsoois 

Hamilton. 

-  Brshtford  DinsioH. 
James  Bigwood. 

UxBBiDGi  Division. 
8ir .  Jlrederiok  Dixon  Dixon-Hartland, 
Bart. 

bethnal  green  borough. 

Northreaat  IHmsum. 
Sfoncherjee  Merwanjee  Bhowni^gree. 

SoiUhweat  JHviaion, 
Edward  Hare  Fiokersgill. 

CHEiailA  BOROUGH. 
Chvlss  Algernon  Whibnore. 

FXKSBUBY  BOROUGH. 

ffolbom  Division. 
Sir  Charles  Hall,  k.c.m.o. 

Central  Division. 
Hon.  William  Frederick  Barton  Massey- 
Mainwuing. 

Sott  Dtotnon.  . 
Htttry  Charles  Richards. 


MiDDLUU — 9orU. 

FULHAM  BOBOUGH 
William  Hayes  Fiaher. 

HACENET  BOROtJGH. 
North  iKvinon. 
William 'Robert  BonsAeld. 

Central  Division. 
Sir  Andrev  Riohard  Scoble,  K.().s.i. 

South  Division. 
Thomas  Herbert  Robertson. 

HAUMEBBHITH  BOBOUGH. 
General  Walter  Tuokfield  Gddsworthy. 

HAUP8TEAD  BOBOUGH. 
Edward  Brodie  Hoare. 

ISLINGTON  BOROUGH.  . 

North  Divinion. 
Gewge  Christopher  Ttout  Bartley. 

West  Division. 
Thomas  Lough. 

East  Division. 
Benjamin  Louis  Cohen. 

Sowlh  Dtviaion, 
Sir  Albert  Kaye  RoUit,  Kni 

KENSINGTON  BOROUGH. 

North  Division. 
William  Edward  Tlwmpson  Sharpo. 

S&iUh  Division. 
Lord  Warkwcnth. 

LONDON  OTTY.. 
Sir  Reginald  Hanson,  Bart. 
Hon.  Alban  George  Henry  Gibbs. 

LONDON  UNIVERSirr. 

Right  Htm.  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Bart. 

UABYLEBONE  BOROUGH 
East  Division. 
Edmund  Boulnois. 

West  Division. 
Sir  Horace  Brand  TowQsend-F«rqtihar, 
Bart 

PADDINGTON  BOROUGH. 
Nffrth  Division. 

John  Aird. 

South  Diviaion. 
Thomas  George  Fardell. 

ST.  GEORGE,  HANOVER  SaUABE. 
Rig^t  H<m.  Gecoge  Joachim  Gosohon. 
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ST.  PANGEAS  BOEOUGH. 

North  Division. 
Edvard  Robert  Pacy  Moon, 

Sast  Division. 
Robert  Grant  Webster. 


West  Division. 
Hflniy  Robert  Graham. 

South  Division. 
Captain  Herbert  Mertcm  Jeasel. 

SHOEEDITCH  BOEOUGH. 

Boston  Division. 
Jamn  Stuart. 

Haggerston  Division.' 
J(dm  Levies. 

STRAND  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  ■William  Frederic  Danvers  Smith. 

TOWEE  HAMLETS  BOEOUGH. 
Whitechapel  Division. 
Sir  Samuel  Montagu,  Bart. 

St.  Oeorg^s  Division. 
Harry  Hanaoel  Marks. 

Limelumse  Division. 
Harry  Simeon  Samuel. 

Mile  End  Division. 
Spoicer  Charrington. 

St^mey  Division. 
Frederick  Wootton  Isaacson. 

Sow  and  Bromley  Division. 
Eaa.  Lionel  Raleigh  Holland. 

Fopimr  Divinon. 
Sydney  Charles  Bnxtcm. 

WESTMINSTEE  BOEOUGH. 
William    Lehmann  Ashmead-Bartlett 
BurdetU^nitts. 


IIST  OF  CONSTITXJENCIES. 

NORFOLK. 

NOKTH-WESTBRH  DIVISION. 

Joseph  Arch. 

SOUTH-WSSTERN  DIVISION. 

Thomas  Leigh  Hare. 

Northern  Division. 
Herbert  Hudy  Cozens-Hardy. 


zlix 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

Northern  Division. 
Reginakl  McKenna. 

Western  Division. 
Kifi^t  Hon.  Sir  Williun  George  Gran- 
ville  Venables  Venum  Harconrt,  Knt. 

Southern  Division. 
Cdond  the  Hon.  Frederick  Oourtenay 
Morgan. 

HONICOUTH  BOBOUOHS. 
Albert  Spicer. 

VOL.  XLV.  [rotTRTH  series.] 


Eastern  Division. 
Robert  John  Price. 

Mid  Division. 
Frederick  William  Wilson. 

Southern  Division. 
Francis  Taylor. 

GEEAT  YARMOUTH  BOEOUGH. 
Captain  Sir  John  Charles  Ready  Colomb, 

K.C.H.O. 

KING'S  LYNN  BOROUGH  (LYNN  REGIS). 
Thomas  Gibson  Bowles. 

NORWICH  CITY. 
Suuuel  Hoare. 
Sir  Harry  Bnllard,  Knt. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Northern  Division. 
Edward  Philip  Monckton. 

Eastern  Division. 
Francis  AUston  Channing. 

Mid  Division. 
Jamea  Fender. 

Southern  Division. 
Hon.  Edward  Sholto  Douglas-Pennant 

NORTHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Labouchere. 
Charles  Augustus  Adolph  Dracker. 

PETERBOROUGH  CITY. 
Robert  Pnrvis. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Wansbegk  Division. 
Charles  Fenwick. 

TvNESiDB  Division. 
Joseph  Albert  Pease. 

Hexhah  Division. 
Wentworth  Canning  Blackett  Beaumrait. 

Brrwick-ufon-Tweed  Division. 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  Bart, 
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Northumberland — eont. 

MOBFETH  BOROTTOH. 
Th<Hnaa  Bart. 

NEWCASTLE- DPON-TYNE  CITY. 
Sir  Charles  Frederick  Uamond,  Knt. 
William  Donaldscm  Cruddds. 

TYNEMOUTH  BOEOUQH. 
Richard  Sim  Donkin. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

Bassetlaw  DmsioN. 
Sir  Frederick  George  Milner,  Bart. 

Newark  Division. 
Hon.  Harold  Heneage  Finch-Hatton. 

RusHcLiFFE  Division. 
John  Edward  Ellis. 

Mansfield  Division. 
John  Carvell  Williams. 

NOTTINGHAM  BOROUGH. 

West  Division. 
James  Henry  Yoxall. 

Fast  JHoision, 

Edward  Bond. 

South  Diviaion. 
Lord  Henry  Bentinck. 


OXFORDSHIPE. 

Northern  (or  Banbury)  Division. 
Albert  Brassey. 

Mid  (or  Woodstock)  Division. 
George  Herbert  Morrell. 

Southern  (or  Henley)  Division. 
Robert  Trotter  Hermon-Hodge. 

OXFORD  UXn'ERSITY. 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Robert  Mowbray, 
Bart. 

John  Gilbert  Talbot. 

OXFORD  CITY, 

Sir  Arthur  Annesley  Viscount  Yalentia. 


RUTLANDSHIRE. 
George  Henry  Finch. 


SHROPSHIRE  (SALOP). 

Western  (or  Oswestry)  Division, 
Stanley  Leighton. 


Shbopshirb — carU. 

NOBTBEBN  (or  NBWPORT)  DIVISION. 

Colonel  TSUliun  Shmey  Kenyon-Slaney. 

Mid  (or  Wellington)  Division. 
Alexander  Hargreaves  Brown. 

Southern  (or  Ludlow)  Division. 
Robert  Jasper  More. 

SHREWSBURY  BOROUGH. 
Henry  David  Greene. 


SOMERSETSHIRE. 
Northern  Division. 
Evan  Henry  Llewellyn. 

Wells  Division. 
Hon.  Hylton  George  Hylton-Jolliffo. 

Frohe  Division. 
John  Emmott  Barlow. 

Eaettern  Division. 
Henry  Hobhouse. 

Southern  Division. 
Edward  Strachey. 

Bridgwater  Division. 
Edward  James  Stanley. 

Western  (or  Welunoton)  Division. 
Sir  Alexander  Fuller  Acland-Hood,  Bart. 

BATH  CITY, 
Colonel  Charles  Wyndhun  Murray. 
Edmond  Robert  Wodehouse. 

TAUNTON  BOROUGH. 
Colonel  Alfred  Cholmeley  Earle-Welby. 


STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Leek  Division. 

Charles  Bill. 

Burton  Division, 
Sydney  Everslied. 

Western  Division. 
Hamar  Alfred  Bass. 

North-western  Division. 
James  Heath. 

Lichfield  Division. 
Thomas  Courtenay  Theydon  Wanier. 

KmoswiNFOBD  Division. 
Bight  Hon.  Alexander  Staveley  HtU. 
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Handsworth  Dinsioir. 
Sir  Henr}-  Meysey  Mevsey-Thmnpson, 
Bart. 

HANLEY  BOROUGH. 
Williun  Woodall. 

NEWCASTLE-UNDEE-LYUE 
BOBOTTGH. 

William  Allen. 

STAFFOBD  BOBOTTGH. 
Charles  Edward  Shaw. 

8T0KE-UPON-TRENT  BOBOUGH. 
Douglas  Harry  Coghill. 

WALSALL  BOROUGH. 
Sydney  Gtodge. 

WEDNE8BURY  BOBOTTGH. 
WkUord  Davis  Qreen. 

WEST  BROMWICH  BOROUGH. 
James  Ernest  Spencer. 

WOLTERHAMPTOK  BOROUGH. 

We$i  IHvigioH. 
Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Knt. 

East  Division. 

Ri^t  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Hartley  Fowler, 
o.c.a.1. 

South  Division. 
Right  Hon.  Charlee  Felham  Tilliers. 


SUFFOLK. 

NOSTHBBN  (OB  LoWBSTOFT)  DIVISION. 

Hury  Seymour  Foster. 

XOBTH-USTXBN  (OB  Mte)  DIVISION. 

Fraads  Seymour  Stevenson. 

NOBTH-WKSTBES  (OB  StOWHABKET) 

Division. 
Ian  Zachary  Malcolm. 

South  (or  Scdbdrt)  Division. 
William  Cuthbert  Quilter. 

South-eastern  (or  Woodbridoe) 
Division. 
Ci^ftun  Ernest  Geoi^e  Pretyman. 

BURY  sr.  EDMTWDS  BOROUGH. 
Heuy  AiihnrCad(^;ui  Viscount  ChelMea. 

IPSWICH  BOROUGH. 
Daniel  Ford  Goddard. 
Sir  Ourles  Dalrymple^  Bart. 


SURREY. 
Nortr-wbstern  (ob  Chertset) 

DiVBIOK. 

Charles  Harvey  Combe. 

South-western  (or  GuaopoRb) 
Division. 

Right  Hon.  William  St.  Jdm  Fremantle 
Brodrick. 

South-eabtsrn  (ob  Reiqate)  Division 
Hon.  Henry  Cubitt. 

Mid  (or  Epsom)  Division. 
Thomas  Townsend  Bncknill. 

Kingston  Division. 
Tbcnnas  Skewes-Cox. 

Nobth-kastbrn  (or  Wimbledon) 
Division. 
Henry  Cosmo  Orme  Bonsor. 

BATTER8BA  and  CLAPHAM. 
Battersea  Division. 
John  Bums. 

Clapham  Division. 
Percy  Melville  Thornton. 

CAUBERWELL  BOROUGH. 
Kor^  Division. 
Colonel  Philip  Hugh  Dallnac. 

•  Peckham  Division, 
Frederick  Qeoi^  Banbury. 

DtUteieh  Division. 
Sir  John  Blundcll  Maple,  Knt. 

CROYDON  BOROUGH. 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Thomson  Ritchie. 

LAMBETH  BOROUGH. 
Nortk  Division. 
Henry  Morton  Stanley. 

Kermvagton  Division, 
Frederic  Lucas  Cook. 

Urixton  Divisiojt. 
Hon.  Evelyn  Hubbard. 

Norwood  DiviHon. 
Charles  Ernest  Tritton, 

NEWINGTOjr  BOBOTTGH. 

West  Division. 
Captain  Cecil  William  Norton, 

Waitoorth  Division. 
James  Biuley. 

d  3 
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SuBBKT — eont. 

SOUTHWARK  BOROUGH. 

West  Dwigion. 
Richard  Knight  Causton. 

John  Cumming  Macdona. 

Bermondsey  Division. 
Alfred  Lafone. 

WANDSWORTH  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Kimber. 


SUSSEX. 

NORTH-WBSTBBN  (OB  HORSHAM) 
DiTISlOX. 

John  Heyrood  Johnstone. 

South-western  (or  Chichester) 
Division. 
Lord  Edmund  Bernard  Talbot. 

NOBTHBRH  (OB  EaST  ObINBTBAD) 

Division. 
George  Joachim  Goschen  { Junior). 

Mid  (or  Lewes)  Division. 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  Bart. 

SODTHBBN  (or  EaSTBODRNE)  DIVISION. 

Adnural  Edward  field. 

Eastern  (or  Rye)  Division. 
Arthur  Montagu  Brookfield. 

BBIGHTOX  BOROUGH. 
Qerald  Walter  Erskine  Loder. 
Bruce  Canning  Vernon- Wentworth. 

HASTINGS  BOROUGH. 
William  Lucas-Shadwell. 


WARWICKSHIRE. 

NOBTHEBN  (OB  TaHWORTH)  DIVISION. 

Philip  Albert  Muntz. 

NOBTB-RABTBRN  (OR  KuNBATON) 

Division. 
Francis  Alexander  Newdigate. 

South-western  (or  Stbatfobd-on- 
Avon)  Division. 
Colonel  Victor  Milward. 

SOUTH-EASTBBN  (OB  RuOBT)  DIVISION. 

Hon.  Richard  OreviUe  Vemey. 


Wabwjckshibe — cotU. 

ASTON  UANOR  BOROUGH. 
Capt.  Cteorge  William  Grice-HntdunKm. 

BIRMINGHAM  CITY. 

Sdgbaston  Dimsitm. 
George  Dixon. 

West  Division. 
Right  Hon.  Joseph  Chunberlain. 

Central  Division. 
Ebenezer  Farkes. 

North  Division. 
Willifun  Kenrick. 

East  Division. 
Sir  John  Benjamin  Stone,  Knt 

Bordesley  Division. 
Right  Hon.  Jesse  CoUings. 

iSbu^A  Dimaion, 
Joseph  Fowcdl-WiUiama. 

COVENTRY  BOROUGH. 
Charles  James  Murray. 

WARWICK  AND  LEAMINGTON 
BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Alfred  Lyttelton. 


WESTMORLAND. 

Northern  (ob  Applbbt)  Dimiov. 
Sir  Joseph  Savory,  Bart. 

Southern  ^or  Kendal)  Division. 
Captain  Joscelme  FitzRoy  Bagot. 


WILTSHIRE. 

NOBTHEBN  (OB  CRICKLADE)  DIVISION. 

Alfred  Hf^inson. 

Nobth-wbstern  (or  Chippenham) 
Division. 

Sir  John  FoynderDicksGn-Poynder^Bart. 

Western  {or  Westbuby)  Division. 
Captain  Richard  G.  W.  Chaloner. 

Eastern  (or  Devizes)  Division. 
Edward  Alfred  Gonlding. 

SOUTHEBN  (or  WiLTON)  DiVUION.  | 

Jacob  Fleydell-Bonrerie  Viscount  Fdke- ' 
stone. 

I 

SALISBURY  CITY.  | 
Edward  Henry  Hulse. 
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WORCESTERSHIRE. 

WiSTBBN  (or  BBWDLST)  DiTISION. 

Alfred  BoldiniL 

Southern  (or  Evesuam)  DinsioK. 
Colonel  Charles  Wigram  Long. 

Mid  {or  Droitwich)  Division. 
Richard  Biddnlph  Mardn. 

Northern  (or  Oldburt)  Division. 
John  William  Wilson. 

Eastern  Division. 
Jo>q)fa  Aosten  Chamberlain. 

DUDIiET  BOBOnOH. 
fihx^e  RolnnsoB. 

KIDDERMINSTER  BOROUGH. 
Angostiis  Frederick  Qodson. 

WOBCESTEB  OTTY. 
Hon.  Gfiorge  Hi^;insoii  Allsopp. 


YORKSHIRE. 

Vorth  Kding. 

Thibsk  and  Malton  Division. 
John  Grant  Lawson. 

Richmond  Division. 
John  Button. 

Cleveland  Division. 
Alfrud  Edward  Pease. 

Whitby  Division. 
Ernest  William  Beckett. 


East  Biding. 

HOLDERNESS  DIVISION. 

Captain  George  Richard  Bethell. 

BtJCKROSE  Division. 
Angus.  Holden. 

HOWDENSHIRE  DIVISION. 

Colonel  William  Henry  Wilson-Todd. 


Wert  Biding,  Horfhem  Fart 

Skipton  Division. 
Walter  Morrison. 

Keighlxt  Division. 
Jfdin  Brigg. 

Shiplbt  Division. 
James  Fortescue  Flannery. 


Yorkshire — West  Riding — eont. 

SowERBT  Division. 
Bi^t  Hon.  John  William  Mellor. 

ELLA!fD  Division. 
Thomas  Wayman. 


West  Biding,  SoRthern  Fart 

MoRLEY  Division. 
Alfred  Eddison  Hutton. 

NORMANTON  DIVISION. 

Benjamin  Pickard. 

CoLNE  Valley  Division. 
Sir  James  Kitson,  Btu*t. 

HoLMFiBTH  Division. 
Henry  Joseph  Wilson. 

Barnsley  Division. 
William  George  Spencer  Scott  Earl 
Compton. 

Hallahshirb  Division. 
Sir  Frederick  Thorpe  Mappin,  Bart. 

ROTHERHAU  DIVISION. 

Right   Hon.    Arthur  Herbert  Dyke 
Acland. 

DoNCASTER  Division. 
Frederick  William  Fison. 


West  Biding,  Eastern  Fart 

RiPON  Division. 
John  Uoyd  Wharton. 

Otley  Division. 
Marmaduke  d'Arcy  Wyvill. 

Barbbton  Ash  Division. 
Colonel  Robert  Gunter. 

OSGOLDCROSS  DIVISION. 

Sir  John  Austin,  Bart. 

FuDSBT  Division. 
Briggs  Priestley. 

Spen  Valley  Division. 
Thomas  Palmer  Whittaker. 


BRADFORD  BOROUtiH. 

Weat  Division, 
Ernest  Flower. 

Central  IHviaion. 
James  Ijeslie  Wanklyn. 

East  Division. 
Captain  the  Hon.  Ronald  Henry  Fulton 
OreviUe, 
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DEW8BURY  BOUOUOH. 
Mark  Oldroyd. 

HALIFAX  BOROUGH. 
Alfred  Arnold. 
■William  Rawson  Shaw. 

HUDDERSFIELD  BOROUGH. 

Sir  Jomee  Thomas  Woodfaonse,  Knt. 

KINGSTOX-UPON-HULL  BOROUGH. 
East  Division. 
Joseph  Thomas  Firbank. 

CetUral  Division. 
Sir  H^iry  Seymour  King,  k.c.i.e. 

West  Diviaion. 
Charles  Henry  Wilson. 

LEEDS  CITY. 
North  Division. 
Right  Hon.  William  Lawies  Jackson. 

CeiUral  Divhtion. 
Right  Hon.  Gerald  William  Balfour. 

East  Division, 
Thomas  Richmond  Leuty. 

West  Division. 
Right  Hon.  Herbert  John  Gladstone. 

South  Division. 
John  LawHon  Walton. 

MIDDI^SBUOUGH  BOROUGH. 
JoHoph  Havclock  Wilson. 

PONTEFRACT  BOROUGH. 

Tliomas  Willans  Nussey. 

SCARBOROUGH  BOROUUH. 
Joseph  Gompton  Rickett. 

SHEFFIELD  BOROUGH. 
AttercHffe  Division. 
Batty  Longley. 

Srightside  Diviaioti. 
Right  Hon.  Anthony  John  Mundella. 

Central  Diviaion. 
Colonel  Sir  Charles  Edward  Howard 
Vint^t,  Knt. 

UaUam  Division. 
Right    Hon.    Charles   Beilby  Stuart* 
AVortley. 

Ecclesall  Division. 
Sir  Ellis  Ashmead-Bartlett,  Knt. 

WAKEFIELD  CITY. 
William  Charles  de  Mure  Fitzwilliam, 
Viscount  Milton. 

YORK  CITY 
John  George  Butcher. 
Sir  Frank  Lockwood,  Knt. 


WALBfr-SOKenben. 

ANGLESEY. 
Ellis  Jones  Griffith. 


BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 
Charles  Morley. 


CARDIGANSHIRE. 
Matthew  Vanghan-DaTies. 


CARMARTHENSHIRE. 
Eastern  Division. 
Abel  Thomas. 

Wbsterx  DiyiBiON. 
John  Lloyd  Morgan. 

CARMARTHEN  BOROUGHS. 
Sir  John  Jones  Jenkins,  Knt, 

CARNARVONSHIRE. 

SOUTHEBN  (or  EiFION)  DiTISIOK. 

John  Bryn  Roberts. 

Northern  (or  Arfon)  Division. 
William  Jones. 

CARNARVON  BOROUGHS. 
David  Lloyd-George. 


DENBIGHSHIRE. 
Eastern  Division. 
Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Osborne  Morgan, 
Bart. 

Western  Division. 
John  Herbert  Roberts. 

DENBIGH  BOROUGHS. 
William  Tudor  Howell. 


FLINTSHIRE. 
Samuel  Smith. 

FLINT  BOROUGHS. 
John  Herbert  Lewis. 


GK.VMORGANSHIRE. 
Eastern  Division. 
Alfred  Thomas. 

Rhondda  Division. 
William  Abraham. 

Western  (or  Oowkr)  Divmoir. 
David  Randell. 

Mid  Drvisioir. 
Smnael  Thomas  Evans* 


Digitized  by 


LIST  OF  OONSTmTBNCIES. 


Gl&hobganshibb — oonL 

SovTHBBN  Division. 
Major  WyndhamHenry  Wyndham-Quin. 

CARDIFF  BOROUGH. 
James  Mackenzie  Maclean. 

HBBTHYR  TTDVIL  BOBOUOH. 
David  Alfred  Thomas. 
William  Pritdiard  ^/torgan. 

BWAKSEA  BOROUOH. 
Stoangea  Town. 
&  Joha  Thomas  BiUwya  Llewelyn,  Bfu*t. 

Swansea  JHatrict. 
David  Bryumor  Jones. 


MEBJONETHSHIBE. 
Thomas  Edward  Ellis. 


MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 
Arthur  Charles  Humphreys-Owrai. 

MONTGOMERY  BOROUGHB. 
Major  Edward  Fryce-Jones. 


PEMBROKESHIRE. 
Williun  Rees-Davies. 

PEMBROKE  AND  HAVERFORDWEST 
BOROUGH. 
General  John  Wimbnm  Laurie. 


BADI70KSHIRE. 
Fowlett  Charles  John  Milbank. 


SCOTLAHD— 72  ICemben. 

ABERDEENSHIRK 
Eastebn  Division. 
Thomas  Rybum  Buchanan. 

Wbstbbn  Division. 
Robert  Farqnharson. 

ABERDEEN  BURGH. 
North  Division. 
Captain  Duncan  Vernon  Firie. 

SottA  Divisum. 
lUght  Hon.  James  Bryce. 


ARGYLLSHIRE. 
Donald  Ninian  l^icol. 


Ayrshire — cont. 

AYR  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Charles  landsay  Orr-Ewing. 

KILMARNOCK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Colonel  John  McAusland  Denny. 

BANFFSHIRE. 
Sir  WUliam  Wedderbum,  Bart 


BERWICKSHIRE. 
Harold  John  Tennant. 


AYRSHIRE. 
Northern  Division. 
Hon.  Thomas  Horatio  Arthur  Ernosl 
Codiraue. 

Southern  Division. 
Bir  William  Arrol,  Knt. 


BUTESHIRE. 
Right  Hon.  Andrew  Qrahun  Murray. 

CAITHNESS-SHIRE. 
Gavin  Brown  Clark 

WICK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Thomas  Charles  H.  Hedderwick. 


CLACKMANNAN  and  KINROSS 

SHIRES, 
flight  Hon.  John  Blair  Balfour. 


DUMBARTONSHIRE. 
Alexando*  Wylie. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE. 

Jiubinson  Souttar. 

,  DUMFRIES  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
iSir  Robert  Threshie  Reid,  Knt, 


EDINBURQHSHIRK 
Midlothian. 
Sir  Thomas  David  Gibson-Garmichael, 
,  Bart. 

EDINBURGH  BURGH. 
Hast  Division. 
Robert  Wallace. 

West  Division. 
Sir  Lewis  Mclver,  Bart. 

Central  Diviaion. 
William  McEwan. 

South  Division. 

Robert  Cox. 

EDINBURGH  and  ST.  ANDREWS 
UNIVERSITIES. 

Sir  William  Overend  Priestley,  Knt. 

LEITH  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 

Ronald  Craufnrd  Munro  Ferguson. 


ELGIN  AND  NAIRN. 
John  Edward  Gordon.  ■ 

ELGIN  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Ale^iander  Asher. 
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FIFESHIBE. 
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third  day  of  the  Session  at  a  convenient  time  and  place  to  be  appointed  by 
Hr.  Speaker. 

"That  this  Bew>lation  be  a  Standing  Oriet  of  Oie  Honse."— ^JFftvt  Lord  of  tha 

TrttumyJ    ,  122 

J/r.  T.  jr.  Eealy         ...    122      Mr.  Lough   122 
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V^xtii  in  finder  to  %%x  ittaK«t2)*tf  jHotft  firacioatf  Jftpcrt^. 

ADJouaNSD  Dkbate — [second  day] 
Tkbason  Fklost  Fbisokebs: — 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words  ; — 

"And  we  humbly  represent  to  Vonr  Majesty  that  the  time  has  cxnne  vhen  the 
cases  of  all  prisoners  convicted  under  the  Treaaon  Felonv  Act  who  are,  and 
'  -        have  been  vox  many  years,  undergoing  panishment.for  ofranoes  arinng  ont  of 
insurrectionary  movnnaits  connected  with  Ireland,  may  be  advant^ceously 
ree<Hisidered."^(jrr.  iVKHob  CJrww)     125 


Mr.  Flynn 


Mr.  Mumaghan... 
Mr.  Cl<mcy 
Mr.  Tally 
Mr.  IT.  J.  Wilson 
Mr.  T.  M.  ffealjf 
Mr.  J.  O'Brien  ... 
Mr.  W.  Field  ... 


126       Mr.  O'Keefe  139 


128  Sir  J.  Lang   140 

129  Emus  Secretary    142 

132  Mr.  Harrington    148 

133  Mr.  DaviU    151 

134  Mr.  T.  D.  SvlUvan   154 

136  Dr.  Tumner   154 

136  \Xr.  Speaker  ...  134,  136,  147,  153] 

Mr.  W.  Abraham  (Cork)  138 

Qaestion  put,  "  That  these  words  be  there  added." — The  House 

divided:— Ayes,  132;  Noes,  204. — (Division list— No. 2~~appended)  156 

Aqbicitltubb  tn  Ireland  : — ^Fnrtber  Amendment  proposed,  to  add  at 
die  end — 

**  And  humbly  to  represent  to  your  Hajeefy  that  the  great  fall  in  the  value  of 
agricultural  produce,  c<Hnb!ned  with  the  disastrous  duiracter  of  the  last 
season,  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  farmers  in  Ireland  to  pay  their  preeent 
rents  without  depriving  themselves  of  the  capital  essential  to  the  cultivation 
of  their  farms ;  that  ute  J^nd  Act  of  last  ywr  baa  failed  to  provide  any 
effective  remedy  for  the  condition  of  things,  nine-tonths  of  the  Insh  t^iaittry 
being  debarred  from  obtaining  any  present  relief  under  its  provisions  ;  that 
by  the  operation  of  the  7th  section  of  the  Act  of  1887  and  other  exclusions, 
large  bodies  of  touint  farmers  are  debarred  from  aU  benefit  under  the  Land 
Acta ;  and  that  a  state  of  extreme  distress  prevails  in  sevend  districts  in 
Ireland  ;  and  humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Aujesty  thri  the  condititm  the 
agricultural  population  in  Ireland  demands  the  immediate  attenticm  of  the 
Government  with  a  view  to  comprehennve  measures  of  relief." — /"Mr.  Jokn 

 157 

Mr.  Daly   170 

Debate  adjourned ;  to  be  resumed  to-morrow   171 

British  South  Africa  Compant  : — Motion  made 

"That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  origin  and  circumstances 
of  the  incursion  into  the  South  African  Kepublic  by  an  armed  force,  and  into 
the  administration  of  the  British  South  Africa  Compuiy,  and  to  report  thereon, 
and  further  to  report  what  altraations  are  desirable  in  tlie  government  of  the 
territories  under  the  control  ol  the  Company ; 
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"  That  ths  Committee  h&re  leave  to  hear  Oooiuel  to  snch  extant  as  they  shall  see 
Bt,  and  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records ; 

"  That  the  Committee  do  consiBt  of  Mr.  Attorney  (General,  Hr.  Bigham,  Mr.  Blake, 
Mr.  Sydney  Baxton,  Sir  Henry  CampbeU-Bannerman,  Mr.  Secretary 
Chamberlain,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ezcheqaer,  Mr.  Cripps,  Sir  William  Hart 
Byke,  Mr.  John  Ellis,  Sir  William  Harcoort,  Mr.  Jacnon,  Hr.  Labouohere, 
Hr.  Wharton,  and  Mr.  George  Wyndham  ; 

"That  Seven  be  the  quorum."— ('Swrrtary  of  State/or  the  CblonieiJ    171 

After  bri^  Debati^  Motion  pcratpoiied  till  to-morror    172 


LORDS :  3lBT  JANUARY  1897.' 


BusiNBas  OF  THE  HousE : — Statement  by  the  Prime  Minister. — House  ad- 
journed till  Thursday  next    ...    173 


COMMOKS :  THURSDAY,  31st  JANUARY  1897. 

QUESTIONS. 


Burial  Board  (Ulvbbstoh) — Questions,  Mr.  Carvell  Williams;  Answers, 

Home  Secretary     173 

Post  Ovfice  Establishhents— Queation,  Mr.  Schwann ;  Answer,  Secretary 

to  the  Treasary     174 

AsRiouLTUBAL  DISTRESS    (Westport  Union) — Questions,  Dr.  Ambrose, 

Mr.  Michael  Davitt,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 

Answers,  Attorney   General  for  Ireland  and  First  Lord  of  the 

Treasury   174 

IxDiAN  Fahinb  asd  Flaqitb — Questions,  Mr.  Lough,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Lambert, 

Mr,  Caldwell,  and  Mr.  Maclean ;  Answers,  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury   176 

Foffr  Offick  (Limerick) — Question,  Mr.  F.  O'Keefie ;  Answer,  Secretary  to 

the  Treasury   178 

ToEKET  (Fabliauentabt  Faper) — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts ;  Answer, 

Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs   178 

Evicted  Tbnantb  (Ibeland)— Questions,  Captain  Donelan  and  Mr.  John 

Dillon;  .Answers,  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  ..       ...       ...       ...  179 

Judicial  Rents  (Ireland) — Questions,  Captain  Donelan  and  Mr.  McCurtan ; 

Answer,  Attorney  General  for  Ireland    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  180. 

Daukt's  Rock  Lightship — Questions,  Captain  Donelan  and  Mr.  Field ; 

Answers,  First  Commissioner  of  Works  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  181 

Ahmt  Fobeiqn  Meat  Supply — Questions,  Captain  Donelan  and  Mr.  Field  ; 

Answers,  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office...        ...        ...        ...  182 

Beform  Prisoners  at  Pretoria- -Questions,  Mr.  Maclean  and  Mr.  James 

Lowther;  Answers,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies         ...        ...  183 

Facfobt  Acts — Question,  Sir  Charles  DUke;  Answer,  Home  Secretary  ...  184 
BuLOABiAN  Tbibutb  AND  TuBKisH  Debt — Questions,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles ; 

Answers,  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  184 

Turkish  Refobhs — Questions,  Mr.  Gibeon  Bowles;   Answers,  Under 

Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs       ...       ...       ...    ...  186 

Norfolk  Island — Question,  Mr.  Hogan  ;  Answer,  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonies   187 
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Nrv  HEBBiDBfl — Question,  Mr.  H<^an;  Answer,  Under  Secretary  for 

Foreign  Affairs   187 

Benin  Expedition — Queafcion,  Mr.  Davitt;  Answer,  Under  Secretary  for 

Foreign  Affairs    •  *  •    ...  188 

Escaped  Contici's — Questions,  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr.  PickersgiU,  Mr.  James 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  M.  Hwly,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  Aiuwers,  Home 

Secretary     ...       ...        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...        ...       ...  188 

Matabeleland — Questions,  Mr.  Thomaa  Bayley ;  Answera,  Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Colonies   189 

IjtisH  Lights  Boabd — Question,  Mr.  Field ;  Answer,  First  Commissioner  fit 

Works   190 

Railway  Bates  (Ireland) — Question,  Mr.  Field  ;  Answer,  Attorney  (General 

for  Ireland  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  190 

Unification  of  Time  at  Sea — Question,  Mr.  Hogan ;  Answer,  Secretary 

to  the  Admiralty  191 

Loan  Fund  Board  (Ireland) — Questions,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  and  Mr. 

Arthur  O'Connor;  Answer,  Attorney  General  for  Ireland      ...       ...  '191 

Vaccination — Questions,  Mr.  Logan  and  Mr.  Lough ;  Answers,  Secretary 

to  the  Local  Government  Board  ...      192 

Illegal  Teawlino — Questions,  Mr.  Weir;  Answers,  Lord  Advocate  ...  193 
Pbobate  Duty  Gbant  (Ireland)— Question,  Mr,  Maurice  Hwly;  Answer, 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer   194 

CoDiriCATiOK  OF  IwLWS — Questions,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy ;  Answers,  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  and  Attorney  General  for  Ireluid  194 

Slavert  in  Zanzibar — Question,  Sir  John  Kennaway;  Answer,  Under 

Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  196 

Special  Commissioner  of  Absize  (Mr.  Darling) — Questions,  Mr.  MacNeill ; 

Answers,  Attorney  General         ...    ...       ...       ...  196 

Sale  of  Intoxicants  (Houses  of  Pabliahbnt) — Questions,  Sir  Wilfrid 

Lawson,  Mr.  Logan,  and  Mr.  Bayley;  Answer,  Attorney  General  ...  197 
Cathedral  Maintenance — Question,  Mr.  Carvell  Williams ;  Answer,  First 

Lord  of  the  Treasury   198 

Financial  Relations  (Gbbat  Britain  and  Ibbland) — Questions,  Mr.  Munro 

Ferguson,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Lough,  and  Sir  William  Harconrt ;  Answers, 

First  lx>rd  of  the  Treasury  [Mr.  Speaker]   198 

Supply — Question,  Mr.  Buduman ;  Answer,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury    ...  200 


Special  Commissioner  of  Assize  (Mr.  Darling) — Personal  Explanation...  200 

Business   of  the  House  (Introduction  op  Bills)  : — Ordered,  That, 
To-morrow,  the  Introduction  of  Bills  have  precedence  of  the  Orders 
the  Day  (First  Lord  of  the  Treasurjf)  [Mr,  Speaker]    201 


ORDERS  OF  TSE  DAT. 


Sdltfrt^tf  in  Sfn^er  to  %n  iRnStttfi  fSmii  Arflrioitf  Apted^. 
Adjourned  Debate — [third  day]  : — 

Amendment        Mr.  Dillon — (AoRiotn.TDBB  in  Ireland) — Debate 


resumed : — 

Mr.  Daly 

..  202 

Attorney  General  for  Ireland 

215 

Mr.  Drage 

.  203 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hem^iU 

222 

Mr.  Dane 

..  206 

Mr.  T.  M.  Bealy   

225 

Mr.  Kilbride  ... 

..  206 

Mr.  Clancy  

229 

Mr.  Patrick  MHugk  . 

..  210 

Mr.  TuUy   

233 
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Mr,  Mumaghan... 
Mr.  Field 
Mr.  Loogan 
Mr.McCartan  ... 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell 
Mr.J.O'Kelly  ... 


235  Mr.  Lough   

236  Major  Jameson 

237  Mr.  O'Malky  

238  Mr.  Sheehy   

239  Dr.  B.  A7abro9e 
243  [Mr.  Speaker  ...  226,  227,  239,  246] 


244 
249 
250 
251 
263 


The  House  divided  :—Ayea,  125;  Noes,  189.— (Division  List— No.  3— 

appended.)   256 

Catholics  op  Ireland  (University  Education)  : — Amendment  pro- 
posed at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words : — 

And  w«  hombly  repiMent  to  Your  Majesty  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  have 
Buffered  under  an  intolerable  grievance  in  reepoot  of  University  Education ; 
that  the  existence  of  this  grievance  has  been  recognifled  by  aucceeaive 
GkiTemments ;  and  that  it  is  the4&ty  of  the  Government  immediately  to  pro- 
pose leoislatitni  with  a  vieir  to  placiiw  Ixiah  Cathdios  on  a  footiiig  of  eqnuity 
•wilh  their  iellow  conntiymen  in  ul  matters  concerned  with  Univeraitif 
Education-"— ^Otfr.  SngkOowJ  .■    257 


Mr.  MaeNeia    262       Mr.  Johnston  ... 

Debate  adjoomed  till  to-nunroT. 


...  267 


Law  of  Evidence  (Criminal  Gates)  Bill : — 

Motion  made  for  leave  to  iutrodace  a  Bill  to  Amend  the  Law  of 

Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases. — (Attorney  General)    268 

MT,T,Enly  268 

Debate  adjourned ;  to  be  resumed  this  da^   268 


COMMONS :  FRIDAY,  22in>  JANUARY  1897. 

Lord  Penrhtn's  Quarries  (Corbespohdehcb)  : — Presented  [ordered  20th 

January] — (Sir  George  Osborne  Morgan)  ...       ...       ...       ...  269 

Militabt  Works  [Money]  : — Committee  to  consider  of  making  provision 
for  the  execution  of  Military  Works  and  for  other  Military  purposes, 
and  of  authorising  the  payment,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fond,  of  such 
sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  those  purposes  (Queen's  Recommendation 
signified),  upon  Monday  next. — (Mr,  Brodrick)  269 

QUESTIONS. 


Loan  Fund  Acts  (Ireland) — Questions,  Mr.  Dane  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Eealy ; 

Answers,  Attorney  General  for  Ireland    and  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  269 

Abkeaton  and  Kilmallock  Abrbts — Question,  Mr.  O'Keeffe ;  Answer, 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury  270 

Elbctbio  Meters — Question,  Mr.  Lough  ;  Answer,  President  of  the  Board 

of  Trade   270 

OiB  Mbtebs — Ques^n,  Mr.  Lough;  Answer,  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade   271 

AunBALUH  Colonies  (Fbdxbu  Convention) — Question,  Mr.  Hogan; 

Answer,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies      ...       ...    271 

Pow  Office  Accommodation  (Thukles,  Co.  Tipperart) — Question,  Mr. 

Hogan ;  Answer,  Secretary  to  the  Treasury   272 
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opening qnestirau  which  have  now  been  disposed  this  House  thinks  it 
unneceosary  to  re-appc^t  the  Select  Gommmee  of  1896."— f^Jfr.  /.  JT. 
MMhanJ         ..,  ...    762 
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ORDERS   OF  THE  DAY. 


British  South  Afbica  Cohhitteb  : — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [28th  January], 

**  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  origin  and  drcum- 
Btances  of  th«  incniBion  into  uie  South  African  Bepnblio  by  an  armed  force, 
and  into  tiie  aoministration  of  the  British  South  Africa  Company,  and  to  repmrt 
thereon,  and  further  to  report  what  alterations  are  desirable  in  the  gorem- 
ment  of  the  territoriea  under  the  control  of  the  Company." 
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teiritmies,  the  ponishmant  of  all  penons  connected  vitii  the  raid  into  the 
Transvaal,  and  the  inexpediency,  in  the  interests  of  all  South  Africa,  of 
Te>«peaing  qaeetiona  which  have  now  been  disposed  of,  this  Honse  thinks  it 
TumecesBBry  to  reappoint  the  Select  Committee  of  1896."— ^Jfr.  UaekanJ. 
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SUPPLY.— Considered  in  Committee  :— 

Abut  Scpplkhentary  Estimate,  1896-7  ; — 
Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed  : — 


'That  a  Snpplemeatary  sum,  not  exceeding  £255,300,  be  grarted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  Capitation  Grants  and  luscellaneous  Charges  of 
Yolonteer  Corps,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  Uarch  1897  "  843 

Amendment  proposed,  to  reduce  Vote  by  £20,000 — (Mr.  Knox)        ...  843 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  23  ;  Nops,  127.— (Division  List— No.  8). 
— Original  Question  pnt^  and  agreed  to. — Resolution  to  be  reported 
upon  Monday  next   848 

Plhlie  Health  (Soothmd)  Bill :— Seoond  Reading  deterred   848 

Buirans  op  the  Housb  (Reports  op  Monet  Committees)  : — Resolved — 

**  That  the  Proceedings  on  the  Reports  of  the  Committees  of  Sapply  and  Ways 
and  Means  and  other  Committees  aathorising  the  expenditare  of  Pubuc 
Money  mav  be  eDtered  upon  at  any  hour  though  opposeo,  and  shall  not  be 
intermpCed  under  the  pnrrisicHU  of  any  Standing  Order  regulating  the 
ffittings  of  the  Bouse,  e»>ept  (tf  Standing  Ordo-  Ko.  6."—C^nt  Leri  ^  the 
TitMttr^J   848 

MiLiTABT  W0BK8  (Mohkt)  :— Considered  in  Committee : — 
Motion  made — 

**  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  isstie,  oat  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  any 
flams  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  £5,458,000,  for  the  expenses  of  certain 
Military  Works  aiul  other  Militai^  Services,  and  to  anthnm  the  Treasnry 
to  hotrov  by  means  of  terminabls  annaitieB,  payable  out  of  moneys  to  be 
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the  Consolidated  Fund  for  Military  Works."— ^i^r.  BrodriekJ    SIS 
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Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant,  Etc.)  : — Considered  in  Committee- 
Motion  made— 

"  {ft)  to  aolhorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  Parliament,  of 
an  aid  grant  to  Voluntary  Schools,  not  exceeding  ifaiUmgi  par  achoUr 
for  the  whole  number  of  scholars  in  those  schoou ; 
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**  (h)  to  repeal  as  r^ards  day  schools  so  much  of  section  nineteen  of  the  Ele- 
mentary  Education  Act  1676,  as  imposes  a  lunit  on  the  Farlismenti^ 
Bchools  in  England  and  Wales ;  sad 

**  (<)  to  make  provision  for  the  exemption  from  rates  ni  Volnntaxy  SdKN^  ** 

—fFtt-a  Lordo/tk«  TrmuurifJ  936 

Mr.  Adand    9U  Mr.  Diieon   993 

Mr.  JtAb..,    959  Sh-  F.  Pmedl  996 

Sir  C.  Dilke    965  Sir  J.  Leese   999 

Jfr.  Courtney    971  Sir  J.  Lubbock   1002 

Mr.  Cripps    974  Mr.  Yoxall   1003 

Mr.  C.  Af&rley   979  Mr.  A.  Hopkinson   1007 

Major  RoKh    981  Mr.  Carvell  Williams  1008 

Mr.Ferks    981  Mr.  Hohhovse  1010 

MnBartley    984  Mr,  Bryn  RoberU   1012 

Mr.Spicer    988  Mr.Gray   1014 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow   1019 

SUPPLY  [29th  January] 

Army  Supplementary  Estiuate,  1896-7. 

Re8olnti<Hi  reported  and  agreed  to — 

"  niat  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £255,300,  bo  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Chaige  for  Capitation  Giants  and  Miscellaneoas 
Chafes  of  Volonteer  Corps,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
Uie  year  ending  Ml  the  Slst  day  of  March  1897  "  1019 

Fablu  Eetdtb  (Sootland)  Bill :— Second  Beading  deferred   1020 

LiV  of  SridenCfi  (GrimilUtl  CaMI)  Bill: — Second  Beading  deferred   1020 
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any  sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  £5,468,000,  for  the  expenses  of  certain 
Military  Works  and  other  Military  Services,  and  to  anthorue  the  Treasury 
to  borrow  by  means  of  terminable  annuities,  payable  out  of  moneys  to  be 
prorided  by  Parliament  for  Army  Services,  and,  if  those  moneys  are  in- 
sufficient, out  of  the  Consolidated  Fond,  such  sums  as  may  be  required  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  money  for  the  issue  of  the  above-mentioned  sum 
of  £5,458,000  out  of  the  Consobdated  Fund,  or  the  repayment  to  that  Fund 
of  all  or  any  part  of  the  sum  so  issued,  and  also  to  authorise  the  application 
of  the  Surplus  of  Inccone  above  Bbcpenditure  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
Slrt  day  (U  March  1897,  towards  paring  any  anms  aathoriBod  to  be  issued 
out  of  &e  OnisoUdated        for  Military  Works  "   1020 

Bescdntaon  Bead  a  Second  time  1020 

Mr.Lwffk        ...       ...  1020  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  ...  1023 

Under  Secretary  Jor  War  1020  Mr.  JHUon    1023 

Sir  C.  Dilke   1021  Mr.  Kearley   1024 

Sir  J.  Colomb    1022  Mr.  Knox    1024 

Sir  W.  Harwwrt         ...  1022  JDr.  Tan-Mr   1024 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  affree  with  the  Conuuittee  in  the 
said  Resolution :"— The  House  divided  Ayes,  109  ;  Noes,  29.— 
(Division  list — No.  9 — appended.)  1024 

Bill  to  provide  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  certain  Military  Works 
and  otlier  Military  Services,  presented  and  Read  the  First  time — 

(105)   1026 

Ways  and  Means  : — Ckunmittee  deferred   1 025 

SoppLY :— Committee  deferred  1025 

UmI  Antboritlei  Ofieers'  Sapemmoation  BUI. — Soco&d  Beading  deferred...  io<i6 
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THE  Rbign  or 

HER   MAJESTY   QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


FIRST  VOLUME  OF   SESSION  1897. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuegday^  19th  January  1897. 


rE    THIRD   SESSION   or  the 
FOURTEENTH  PARLIAMENT 
of  Her  Hajestf  the   Queen,   and  the 
Twenty-cixth  of  the  United  Kii^^om  of 
Gfeat  Britain  and  Ireland,  was  opened 
Commission  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

COMMISSION. 
Five  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS— 
the  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Halabury), 
ViacorsT  Cboss  ^rd  Privy  Seal),  the 
Esri  fA  Pbmbboke  (Lord  Steward  of  the 
Household),  Lord  Balfour  (Secretary  for 
Scotland),  and  the  Earl  of  KintObs 
(Lont-in-Waiting) — (being  in  their  Robes 
&nd  seated  on  a  Bench  between ,  the 
Throne  and  the  Woolsack) — commanded 
the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod 

VOL.  XLV.  [toI'BTH  SEEIB3.] 


(General  Sir  Michael  A.  S.  Biddnlph)  to 

let  the  Commons  know  that — 

"  The  Txirda  Commissioners  desire  their  im- 
mediate attendance  in  this  House  to  bear  the 
CommiBSion  read." 

The  Commons  being  at  the  Bar,  with 

their  Speaker :  — 

The  Commission  was  read  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Parliaments  (Mr.  Hbnbt  i.  L. 
Graham).    Then:  — 

THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 
The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  deUvered 
Hbr  Majesty's  host  GRAaous  Speech 
to    both   Houses   of  Parliament,  as 
follows*. — 

"  My  Lords  and  Genthmen, 

"My  relations  with  all  the  other 
Powers  continue  to  be  of  a  friendly 
character. 

"  The  appalling  massacres  which  hare 
taken  place  in  Constantinople  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  Ottoman  Dominions 
have  called  for  the  special  attention  of 
the  Powers  who  were  Signatories  to  the 
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Treaty  of  Paris.  Papers  will  be  laid 
before  you  showing  the  considerations 
which  have  induced  the  Powers  to  make 
the  present  condition  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire  the  subject  of  special  consulta- 
tion by  their  Itepresentatives  at  Con- 
stalntinople.  The  conferences  which  the 
Six  Ambassadors  have  been  instructed 
to  hold  are  still  proceeding. 

"  The  action  undertaken  by  His  High- 
ness the  Rhedire  of  Egypt  against  the 
Khalifa,  with  my  approval  and  assist- 
ance, has  so  far  been  entirely  successful 
His  forces,  supported  by  my  officers  and 
troops,  hare  won  back  the  fertile  Pro- 
Tin  ce  of  Dongola  to  dvilisation  by  operar 
tions  conducted  with  remarkable  skill, 
and  the  way  has  been  opened  for  a  fur- 
ther advuice  whenever  such  a  step  shall 
be  judged  to  be  desirable. 

*•  My  Government  have  discussed  with 
the  United  States,  acting  as  the  friend 
of  Vcnezueln,  the  terms  under  which  the 
pending  questions  of  disputed  frontier 
between  thnt  Republic  and  my  Colony  of 
Ilritish  Guiana  may  be  equitably  sub- 
mitted to  arbitration.  An  arrangement 
has  been  arrived  at  with  that  Govern- 
ment which  will,  I  trust,  effect  the  ad- 
justment of  existing  controversies  with- 
out exposing  to  risk  the  interests  of  any 
Colonists  who  have  established  rights  in 
the  disputed  territory. 
'  "  It  is  with  much  gratification  that  I 
have  concluded  a  Treaty  for  General  Ar- 
bitration with  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  which  I  trust  that  all 
differences  that  may  arise  between  us 
will  be  peacefully  adjusted.  I  hope  t^t 
this  arrangement  may  have  a  further 
value  in  commending  to  other  Powers 
the  consideration  of  a  principle  by  which 
the  danger  of  war  may  be  notably  abated. 

"The  rebellion  in  Matabeleland  and 
Hashonaland  has  been  repressed  by  the 
steadfastness  and  courage  of  the  settlers, 
reinforced  by  my  troops  and  by  volun- 
teers, both  of  English  and  Dutch  race, 
from  other  parts  of  South  Africa.  I  de- 
plore the  loss  of  valuable  lives  which 
these  operations  have  entailed. 


"  The  depressed  condition  of  the  sugar 
industry  in  my  West  Indian  Colonies  has 
seriously  affected  their  prosperity,  and  I 
have  appointed  a  Commission  to  investi- 
gate its  causes,  and,  if  possible,  to  sug- 
gest means  for  its  amelioration. 

"  It  is  with  much  r^;ret  and  with  fe^ 
ii^  of  the  deepest  empathy  that  I  have 
heard  that,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
autumn  rains,  scarcity  and  fomine  affect 
a  large  portion  of  my  Dominions  in 
India.  My  Government  in  that  country 
are  making  every  effort  to  mitigate 
suffering  and  to  lessen  the  calamity.  The 
development  of  railways  and  irrigation 
works,  and  the  forethought  given  through 
a  long  series  of  years  to  the  preparation 
of  the  most  effective  arrangements  for 
alleviating  distress  caused  by  fomine, 
make  their  task  more  hopeful  than  in 
previous  visitations.  My  people  through* 
out  my  Dominions  at  home  and  in  India 
have  been  invited  to  second  with  their 
liberality  the  exertions  of  my  Govern- 
ment. Papers  showing  the  extent  of  the 
famine,  and  the  measures  taken  to  re- 
lieve suffering,  will  be  laid  before  yon. 

"  Plague  has  also  made  its  appearance 
in  the  seaport  towns  of  Bombay  and 
Karachi,  and,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
cautions adopted  by  the  local  authorities, 
shows  no  signs  bf  decrease.  I  have 
directed  my  Government  to  take  the 
most  stringent  measures  at  their  dis- 
posal for  the  eradication  of  the  pesti- 
lence. 

"Gentlemen  of  th€  Home  of  CommoiUt 
"  The  Estimates  for  the  year  will  be 
laid  before  you.  While  desirous  of 
guarding  against  undue  expoiditure,  I 
haTO  fdt  that  the  present  oondition  of 
the  world  will  not  permit  you  to  depart 
from  the  spirit  of  prudent  foresight  Id 
which  you  have  during  recent  years  pro- 
vided for  the  defence  of  my  Empire. 

"My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

"A  measure  for  the  Promotion  of 
Primary  Education,  by  securing  the 
Maintenance  of  Voluntary  Schools,  will 
be  laid  before  you.    If  time  permits,  you 
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will  be  invited  to  consider  further  pro- 
posals for  Educational  Legislation. 

"It  is  desirable  to  make  better  pro- 
Tinon  for  the  compettBation  of  work- 
people who  suffer  from  accidents  in  the 
course  of  their  employment,  and  a  Bill, 
haTiii^  that  object  in  view,  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  yoiL 

"Tour  consent  will  be  asked  to  pro- 
visions which,  in  the  judgment  of  Ihe 
military  authorities,  are  required  for 
adding  to  the  efficiency  of  the  military 
defences  of  the  Empire. 

"A  Bill  will  be  submitted  to  you  to 
improve  the  arrai^ments  for  water 
supply  in  this  metropolis. 

"  In  order  to  promote  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  which  are  of  paramount  im- 
portance in  Ireland,  you  will  be  asked  to 
consider  a  Bill  for  the  estabhshment  of  a 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  that  country. 

"Further  legislative  proposals  will  be 
brought  before  you,  if  the  time  at  your 
disposal  sufficw  for  the  purpose. 

"Bills  for  admitting  the  evidence  of 
accused  persons,  for  amending  the  law 
with  respect  to  bills  of  sale  and  the  regis- 
tration of  landi  for  revising  the  Acts 
with  respect  to  the  formation  and  ad- 
ministration of  limited  Companies,  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Agricultural  Hold- 
ings Act  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  goods  manufactured  in  the 
prisons  of  other  countries,  for  the  estab- 
lisbment  of  Reformatories  for  Inebriates, 
and  for  amending  the  existing  procedure 
with  respect  to  private  Bills  coming  from 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  have  been  pre- 
pared, and,  if  opportunity  for  consider- 
ing them  should  be  found,  will  be  laid 
before  you. 

"  I  heartily  commend  your  important 
deliberations  to  the  guidance  of  Almighty 
God." 

Then  the  Commons  withdrew. 
Hoiue  adjourned  during  pleasure. 
&)U8e  resumed  at  Four  of  the  Clock. 

FUTIRS. 


BOLL  OF  THE  IA)RDS. 
Norroy  King  of  Arms  attending,  dfr 
livered  at  the  Table  (in  the  usual  manner) 
a  List  of  the  Lords  Temporal  in  the 
Third  Sessioh  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Par- 
liament (f  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


SAT  FIRST. 

The  Marquess  of  Bath — after  the  death 
of  his  father. 

The  Earl  Sondes — after  the  death  of 
his  father. 


PEERS  INTRODUCED. 

Augustus  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield. 
Frederick  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canter* 
bury. 

Mandell  Lord  Bishop  of  London. 


SELECT  VESTRIES. 
BiU,  pro  form&,  read  I^ 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  delivered 
the  Report  of  Hen  Majesty's  Most 
Gracious  Spbbch  from  the  Throne. 

The  Mabqubss  op  BATH,  who  wore 
the  uniform  of  an  ofticer  of  Yeomiuiry 
Cavalry,  rose,  amid  cheers,  to  move 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  for  her  Gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne."  He  said :  I  have 
to  crave  the  indulgence  of  your 
Lordships  for  the  position  in  which 
I  find  myself,  for  not  only  is 
this  the  first  time  I  have  had  the 
honoiur  of  addressing  your  Lordships, 
but  I  believe  I  might  count  myself  the 
youngest  Member  of  the  House,  this 
being  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have 
had  the  privilege  of  occupying  my  scat 
on  these  Benches.  I  trust  I  shall  not 
be  transgressing  any  unwritten  laws  or 
traditions  if  I  venture  to  refer  to  a  sub- 
ject which  naturally  has  found  no  place 
in  the  Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
Ten  years  ago  it  was  my  privilege  on 
a  similar  occasion,  and  in  anoth^  place, 
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to  expreu  the  hope  that  no  cloud  should 
cast  its  shadow  over  the  celebration  of 
the  50th  year  of  Her  Majesty's  glorious 
reign.  Standing  in  this  place,  might  T 
say  that  we  look  forward  shortly  to  the 
completion  of  the  60th  year  of  Her 
Majesty's  reign,  when  we  hope  to  cele- 
brate with  her  an  event  unique  in  the 
annals  of  this  country — the  fact  thnt 
she  has  surpassod  in  the  length  of  her 
reign  that  of  any  of  her  pedecesBors 
on  the  'Elfish  Throne?  {Cheera.]  I 
will  leave  to  others  of  greater  authority 
and  experience,  and  it  might  be  on  a 
more  befitting  occasion,  the  task  of  dwel- 
ling upon  the  splendid  qualities  of  head 
and  heart  which  have  enabled  Her 
Majesty  to  stamp  the  Victorian  Era  with 
the  indelible  impress  of  her  own  charac- 
ter. Ipkeera.l  The  outn^es  and 
massacres  in  the  Ottoman  Empire 
have  shocked  all  Christendom,  but, 
terrible  as  the  condition  of  things 
has  been,  I  can  conceive  something  more 
terrible  stiil.  I  can  imagine  the  annihi- 
lation of  the  Armenian  population  in 
the  event  of  a  European  war,  owing  to 
the  refusal  of  any  one  or  two  Powers  to 
act  in  concert,  in  preservation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  A 
European  war  under  such  circumstances 
would  indeed  be  horror  heaped  upon 
horror's  head.  We  are  told  that  the 
conferences  of  the  Ambassadors  at  Con- 
stantinople are  still  proceedmg,  but  I 
trust  that  in  his  efforts  to  induce  the 
Powers  to  act,  as  well  as  to  deliberate 
and  remonstrate  in  concert  with  one 
another,  the  noble  Lord,  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster, will  be  backed,  as  he  has  hitherto 
been,  by  the  sympathy  and  strength  of 
a  united  nation.  \Cheer$.'\  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  announcement  as  to  the 
recent  Egyptian  campaign  will  receive 
general  approval.  To  restore  to  civi- 
lisation this  Soudanese  territories,  which 
13  yean  Kgo  were  lost  to  Egypt  under 
Buob  tragic  circumstances,  cannot  fail 
to  win  the  sympathy  and  assent  of 
English  people.  Tour  Lordships  will 
share  with  Her  Majesty  the  great  grati- 
fication she  has  expressed  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Treaty  for  gieneral  arbitration 
with  the  late  I'^ident  of  the  United 
States.  \Cheert.^  If  the  eminent  dip- 
lomatist of  that  country  is  happy  in 
carrying  awi^  with  him  the  consciousneas 
that  tins  great  badge  of  friendship  has 
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been  secured  during  his  term  of  office, 
BO  among  the  many  diplomatic  achieve- 
ments which  history  will  lay  to  the 
credit  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  there  is  none 
that  will  add  greater  lustre  than  the 
record  of  his  connection  with,  the  nego- 
tiations which  led  to  the  execution  of 
this  Treaty.  [Chefrs.]  The  Treaty  has 
given  new  force  and  freeh  colour  to  the 
well-known  statement  that  "  Peace  hath 
her  victories  no  less  renowned  than  war." 
["Hear,  hear!"]  Your  Lordships,  I 
am  sure,  thoroughly  share  the  regret  of 
Her  Majesty  tlmt  her  Indian  Empire 
should  have  been  visited  by  the  terrible 
joint  calamities  of  famine  and  pestilence. 
The  nation  would  expect  that  nothing 
that  activity  in  preparation  or  abund- 
ance in  provision  can  secure  shall  be 
neglected  in  order  that  those  painful 
scourges  shall  be  kept  within  bounds. 
The  appeal  which  has  been  made  to  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  at  home  and  in  India 
to  second  by  their  liberality  the  exep 
tions  of  the  Government  has  met  with  a 
prompt  and  a  noble  response,  and  the 
channel  of  generous  sympathy  will,  1  am 
sure,  flow  with  a  flood  no  less  strong 
than  marked  its  course  20  years  ago. 
But  amid  the  grief  that  has  been  uni- 
versally aroused  by  the  dread  tidings 
from  India  there  is  one  consolation,  and 
tiiat  is  tluit  many  years  has  ektpaed  since 
that  country  has  been  afflicted  with  the 
horrors  of  famine,  which  I  believe  in 
former  times  were  more  rare  in  thdr 
absence  than  in  their  ocdurence.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  The  increased  facilities  of 
transport,  the  fruits  of  scientific  investi- 
gation, and  the  improvement  in  organissr 
tion — in  itself  the  result  of  long  and 
painful  experience — must  t«id  to  alle- 
viate the  sufferings  which  the  marvel- 
lously patient  inhabitants  of  India  endure 
from  these  fearful  visitations.  ["Hear, 
heart"]  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  have, 
I  venture  to  say,  put  forward  a  list  of 
domestic  legislation  which  avoids  the  taint 
of  being  over  ambitious,  and  at  the  same 
time  promises  to  be  possible  and,  there- 
fore, practicable.  Their  recognition  that 
the  condition  of  the  world  demands 
prudent  foresight  and  the  statement  that 
they  contemplate  adding  to  our  military 
defences  will  meet  at  the  hands  of  the 
country  that  same  patriotic  support  with 
which  their  former  proposals  for  improv- 
ing the  condition  of  the  naval  defences 
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of  our  Empire  were  received.  [CAeer«.] 
I  bare  the  honour,  my  Lords,  to  move 
the  following  humble  Address  to  Her 
Majesty:  — 

"Moat  Gracious  Sovereign,  we,  year  Ma- 
kslgr's  most  datiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Lmos  SpMtaal  and  TennMral,  in  Parliament 
UMmbled,  be^  leave  to  o£ter  our  humble  thanks 
to  jonr  Majesty  for  the  gracioos  speech  vhich 
year  Hajesty  addressed  to  both  Hooiea  of 
Psrlkuiient^ 

*LoRD  KENYON  (who  wore  the  uni- 
form of  an  officer  of  Shropshire  Yeomanry 
CsTalry)  said :  My  Lords,  your  Lordships 
will,  I  feel  ccufident,  extend  to  me  that 
consideration  which  your  courtesy  never 
refuses  to  one  who  addresses  you  for  the 
first  time.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the 
honour  conferred  upon  me  in  being  per- 
mitted to  second  the  Address,  which  has 
been  proposed  by  the  noble  Marquess, 
more  eepecially  in  this  auspicious  year, 
when  we  are  to  commemorate  the  60th 
anniversary  of  Her  Most  Grapious 
Majesty's  glorious  reign — a  reign  that 
has  now  been  extended  to  a  greater 
length  than  has  been  permitted  to  any 
otluer  English  Severe^.  I  should  only 
weary  your  Lordships  were  I  to  dwell  on 
the  numberless  inventions  during  this 
period  diat  have  contributed  to  the  com- 
fort, prosperity,  and  progress  of  man- 
kind. The  most  striking  feature  of  oil 
must  be  the  length  of  time  that  we  hare 
enjoyed  the  blessing  of  peace  with  our 
European  neighbours — a  peace  that  we 
trust  will  not  be  broken.  As  a  Welsh- 
man, I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to 
assert  with  periect  confidence  that  in  no 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  is  a  deep 
and  loyal  devotion  to  her  office  and  her 
person  more  conspicuous  than  in  the 
Principality  of  Wales.  Whether  we  look 
at  home  or  abroad,  whether  we  mark  the 
vast  exponuon  of  territory  and  influence 
which  has  accrued  to  this  Empire  during 
the  period  which  we  are  now  invited  to 
celebrate ;  or  whether  our  attention  is 
concentrated  on  an  aspect  of  the  matter, 
perhaps  more  gratifying  still  to  Her 
Majesty  and  to  your  Lordships — I  mean 
the  vast  improvements,  social  and  moral, 
which  are  identified  with  the  stately  pro- 
tmsa  of  the  re^ — in  either  case  or  from 
nther  aspect,  we  must  acknowledge  the 
present  year  to  be  an  era  in  the  history 
<4  tltis  country  abd  a  marvellous  cou- 
SDinniation  of  the  efforts  of  etatesman- 
dup  as  comj^ete  as  the  history  of  the 


world  can  supply.  I  feel  sure  I  am  only 
anticipating  the  wishes  of  your  Lordships 
if  I  add  that  it  is  the  earnest  prayer  of 
every  one  of  us  that  a  reign  so  pure,  so 
beneficwt,  so  glorioua^  may  yet  be  ex- 
tended to  the  longest  posaiUe  period 
consistent  with  the  des^ns  of  a  wise  and 
over-ruling  Providence;  and  I  venture 
to  assure  Her  Majesty  that  in  the  twi- 
light, as  throi^h  the  morning  and  the 
noontide  of  her  illustrious  life,  she  may 
rely  upon  the  unwavering  affection  and 
support  of  your  Lordships'  House.  My 
noble  Friend  has  dealt  so  fully  with 
foreign  affairs  that  I  feel  1  should  be 
wasting  the  time  of  your  Lordships' 
House  if  I  were  to  add  to  his  remarks. 
There  is,  however,  one  matter  to  which 
my  noble  Frimd  has  only  made  a  pass- 
ing refwence.  ¥'our  Lordships  will 
remember  how  suddenly  a  comparatively 
modest  country  rose  into  prominence, 
owing  to  the  assertion  by  America  of  a 
right  to  intervene  in  a  dispute  that  had 
lingered  on  for  some  years.  So  decided 
was  this  osseriion  that  there  even  seemed 
a  bare  possibility  of  war — of  a  war  that 
\vould  have  been  almost  a  civil  war — a 
war  between  two  nations  speaking  the 
same  language,  professing  the  same  faith, 
sprung  from  a  common  stock.  Happily 
such  a  contingenigr  seems  now  to  have 
jiassed  away.  The  disputed  frontier  be- 
tween Venezuela  and  British  Guiana  vs 
iu  a  fair  way  to  have  its  limits  settled, 
whilst  those  colonists  whose  rights  are 
established  will  have  their  interests  safe- 
guarded. And  out  of  this  question  has 
arisen  an  opportunity  for  the  conclusion 
of  the  Treaty  for  General  Arbitration — 
a  Treaty  that  we  hope  may  be  a  bond  of 
union  with  our  natural  allies— the  United 
States  of  America.  This  new  factor  in 
the  relation  betwixt  nations,  which  has 
been  so  quietly  accomplished,  still  needs 
ratification  the  Senate,  but  we  may 
trust  that  no  influence  of  party  politics 
or  other  reason  may  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  peace  of  nations.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  Treaty  may  be  the  fore- 
i-unner  of  other  like  Treaties  with  our 
European  neighboiu^.  May  1  here  lie 
permitted  to  add  my  humble  congratula- 
tions, which  will  find  an  echo  on  all 
sides,  to  the  noble  Marquess  on  the  firm- 
ness and  clear  'judgment  he  has  given 
evidence  of  in  this  mattOT?  Since  this 
time  last  year  many  complications  have 
arisen  which  have  militated  against  the 
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welfare  of  our  South  African  posBesBions. 

However,  the  present  outlook  is  brighter, 
and  jour  Lordships  will  observe  with  real 
gratification  that  though  there  has  been 
an  inevitable  and  deplorable  loss  of 
valuable  life,  there  is  now  a  prospect  of 
a  return  to  settled  government  and  pros- 
perity. We  are  glad  to  see  that  there 
is  to  be  no  relaxation  of  effort  to  main- 
tain  our  Navy  at  the  highest  possible 
state  of  efficiency,  while  at  the  same  time 
efforts  are  to  be  made  to  make  the  Army 
adequate,  both  in  numbers  and  training, 
to  meet  our  continually  increasing  re- 
sponsibilities all  over  the  world,  and  also 
to  provide  for  further  protection  of  our 
coaling  stations  and  harbours — defensive 
measures  of  the  highest  importance. 
Turning  to  home  affairs,  we  may  hope  to 
see  that  thorny  question  of  relief  to 
Voluntaiy  Schools  settled  in  the  simplest 
manner,  and  I  venture  to  hope  that  the 
children  educated  in  these  schools  may 
be  enabled  to  receive  the  same  standard 
of  teaching  that  prevails  in  Board 
Schools,  whilst  obtaining  the  advantage 
of  such  religious  instruction  as  their 
parents  may  desire.  If  time  penuits, 
some  attempt  will  be  made  to  provide 
a  scheme  of  Secondary  Education.  Here 
may  I  be  allowed  to  record  the  gratitude 
which  the  people  of  Wales  feel  to  the 
various  Governments  which  have  made 
their  scheme  of  education  consistent  and 
complete  7  Further,  they  welcome  with 
gratification  the  fact  that  their  Prince 
was  pleased  to  accept  the  highest  honour 
they  could  offer  him  in  becoming  Chan- 
cellor of  the'  University.  Your  Lordships 
may  think  that  Wales  is  a  kind  of  Cer- 
berus, but  I  con  testify,  from  personal 
knowledge,  that  her  people  now  think 
the  time  has  come  when  she  may  fairly 
be  allowed  to  claim  a  share  of  the 
Museum  Grant,  which  would  udd  a  fresh 
incentive  to  study  at  the  three  University 
Culleges.  Employers  and  employed  will 
look  forward  to  a  measure  which  will 
secure  to  workpeople  who  may  suffer 
from  accidents  adequate  compensation 
without  interfering  with  contracts  already 
made  between  mastera and  men — honotir 
able  and  generous  on  the  part  of  the 
former,  and  welcome  and  satisfactory  to 
the  latter.  I  trust  that  the  Opposition 
Lord  Kenj/on. 


Answer  to  llcr  12 

will  view  with  pleasure  the  measure  of 
Home  Rule  to  Ireland  in  Agriculture.  I 
hope  that  we  shall  not  be  over-confident 
if  we  presume  that  the  upward  tiu*n  in 
the  barometer  of  matters  agricultural  is 
steady  and  permanent.  I  observe  among 
the  possibilities  a  Bill  to  Amend  the 
Agricultural  Holdings  Act  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  serve  recently  on  a  Com- 
mission which  has  been  for  some  time 
occupied  in  an  inquiry  into  matters  con- 
nected with  land  and  its  culture  in  a  por- 
tion of  these  Idonds,  and  here  may  I  be 
permitted  to  observe  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  somewhat  scathing  eiamiuation 
to  which  the  landlords  of  Wales  were 
exposed  the  impression  was  firmly  im- 
printed on  oiur  minds  that  in  the  main 
the  treatment  of  the  tenants  throughout 
the  Principality  has  been  absolutely  just 
— may  I  not  even  say  generous!  May  I 
hope  that  a  proportion  of  the  conclusioni 
which  some  of  my  colleagues  and  mysdf  , 
have  arrived  at  may  find  a  place  in  the 
Bill  to  Amend  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
Act?  It  appeared  to  us  that  if  the  Ad- 
is  to  be  of  any  service  at  all  its  machinery  | 
must  be  simplified.  We  consider  that 
disputes  involving  legal  inteiferoice 
might  be  more  easily  conducted  under 
the  Arbitration  Acts  in  the  same  manner  ' 
that  trade  aitd  other  differences  have 
been  settled.  Landlords  and  tenants,  I  i 
believe,  would  welcome  greater  uni-  ' 
formity  of  treatment.  We  adhere  most 
emphatically,  however,  to  the  British  { 
love  of  freedom  of  contract  We  believe  j 
that  in  most  cases  all  differences  can  be  | 
settled  amicably  without  reference  to  any  i 
Court,  and  though  we  would  like  to  see 
the  possibilities  of  tenants  obtaining  re- 
lief under  the  Act  made  easier,  we  hold 
that  any  reference  to  a  legal  form  of 
Arbitration  should  be  only  in  the  last  | 
resort.  I  must  offer  you  my  grateful 
thanks  for  the  patience  and  kind  con- 
sideration with  which  you  have  listened 
to  me,  and  in  seconding  the  Motion  for 
the  Address  I  am  confident  that  your 
Lordships  will  respond  loyally  to  the 
Royal  Message  which  Her  Majesty  to-day 
has  conv^ed  to  her  ftuthfol  PaHiament 

Thb  Eabl  or  EIHBERLET,  who  on 

rising  was  cheered  by  both  sides  of  the 
House,  said :    My  Lords, — In  risiug  on 
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the  present  occasion  to  speak  oa  behalf 
of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
I  cannot  but  express  my  deep  r^;ret  that 
we  are  no  longer  led  by  my  noble  Friend 
Lord  Boaebery,  whose  wit  and  eloquence 
I  am  sure  always  commnnded  the  admi- 
ration of  all  parties  in  this  House,  and 
whose  place  I  am  only  too  conscious  I 
can  but  Teiy  inadequately  fill.  But  I 
am  encouraged  by  the  recollection  of  the 
great  indu^ence  and  kindness  which 
when  1  formerly  occupied  this  position 
I  received  from  all  parts  of  the  House. 
[CheertJ]  Before  proceeding  to  the 
matters  in  the  Speech,  1  think  your  Lord- 
ships will  not  be  surprised  that  I  should 
express  my  deep  regret  that  we  have  lost 
the  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  members  of 
this  House,  whose  high  qualities  must 
insure  him  a  place  -of  honour  on  that 
illustrious  roll  of  the  Primates  of  the 
Englieh  Church,  and  I  may  say  that  his 
genial  qualities  and  his  invariable  kind- 
ness endeared  him  to  all  who  had  the 
honour  of  his  acquaintance.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  "]  Nor  can  I  omit  to  refer  to  two 
familiar  faces  which  we  miss  ou  this  oc- 
casion— I  mean  those  of  Lord  Limerick 
and  Lord  Kensington,  both  of  whom  will 
Eong  be  regretted  by  a  large  and  most 
attached  circle  of  friends.  [*'  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  My  Lords,  I  have  now  to  do 
that  which  is  the  most  agreeable  portion 
of  the  task  which  I  have  to  perform — 
namely,  to  congratulate  the  noble  Lord 
who  moved  and  the  noble  Lord  who 
seconded  the  Address.  Most  of  m  re- 
member the  father  of  Lord  Bath,  and 
we  recollect  with  what  ability  he  often — 
not  too  often,  alasl — addressed  this 
House.  It  pleases  me  to  see  that  his 
son  also  possesses  qualities  which  will 
make  him  a  vahiable  member  of  the 
House,  for  he  addressed  us  with  a  taste 
and  a  moderation  which  I  have  seldom 
heard  excelled  by  anyone  who  has  moved 
the  Address.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Nor  can 
I  fail  to  say  that  the  Seconder  of  the 
Address  did  not  fall  short  of  him  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  addressed  us. 
[■'  Hear,  hear  ! "]  It  is  a  happy  coinci- 
dence that  the  noble  Marquess  who 
moved  the  Address  should  have  moved 
the  Address  in  another  place  on  the 
former  auspicious  occasion  'when  Her 
Majesty  celelnrated  her  Jubilee.  T,  in 
common,  I  am  sure,  with  other  Members 
of  this  House,  fully  echo  what  he  has 


said  conceming  our  Gracious  Queen.  The 
subject  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  might, 
indeed  fill  a  long  oration ;  but  I  will 
say  only  this,  that  besides  the  great 
events  which  have  characterised  that 
reign,  there  is  something  else  which 
moves  us  even  more  nearly,  and  that  is 
Her  Majesty's  own  qualities  and  the 
universal  affection  wluch  she  has  won 
from  all  her  subjects — a  feeling  which 
extends  even  to  oil  civilised  nations 
throughout  the  world.  That  she  mny 
long  live  and  long  be  our  Sovereign  must 
be,  as  the  noble  Marquess  said,  the 
earnest  prayer  of  all  her  devoted  sub- 
jects. [Cheeri.]  The  Speech  naturally 
contains  a  great  deal  upon  the  subject 
of  foreign  affairs,  and  perhaps  for  a  loi^ 
time  there  has  not  been  a  more  anxious 
period  than  that  durtii^  which  Her 
Majesty's  present  Government  have  oc- 
cupied their  offices.  I  am  glad  to  think 
that  the  noble  Marquess  who  moved  the 
Address  may  be  justified  in  saying  that 
there  is  some  sign  of  improvement  in  the 
state  of  our  relations  with  foreign 
nations.  Upon  one  point  there  cann«<t 
be  one  moment's  hesitation — I  mean  in 
welcoming  that  Treaty  of  Arbitration 
which  has  been  concluded  with  the 
United  States  of  America — ["hear, 
hear  I  "] — and  1,  for  my  part,  most  sin- 
cerely and  most  warmly  congratulate  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  upon  his  having 
been  able  to  bring  to  a  successful  close 
a  negotiation  which,  1  doubt  not,  was 
one  of  extreme  diificulty  and  nicety. 
My  Lords,  it  is  not  only  that  we  wel- 
come this  Treaty,  which  we  hope  will 
prevent  the  possibility  of  any  quarrel 
with  our  kindred  in  that  great  nation 
which  constitutes  the  United  States,  but 
we  feel  fdso  that  an  example  has  been 
set  by  the  conclusion  of  this  Treaty 
two,  I  may  venture  to  say,  of  the 
greatest  nations  in  the  world.  This 
example  must,  I  hope — nay,  I  think  can- 
not fail  to— have  a  lasting  effect  upon 
the  policy  of  all  the  civilised  nations  of 
the  world.  Upon  that  subject  there  is 
a  unanimous  feeling  of  satisfaction 
throughout  this  country.  The  next  para- 
graph to  which  I  will  allude  is  one  also 
which  I  welcome  with  pleasure — namely, 
the  announcement  that  Her  Majesty's 
"Government  has  been  enabled  to  con- 
clude a  Treaty  which  will  settle  the 
Venezuelan  difficulty.  I  might  possibly 
criticise  some  of  the  preliminary  steps 
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by  which  that  Treaty  was  preceded,  hat 
upon  this  occasion,  when  I  think  all 
parties  view  with'  the  greatest  satisEac- 
tion  the  termination  of  a  controTemy 
which  at  one  time,  it  seemed,  might  hava 
led  to  most  diaaebrous  oonsequenoes,  1 
think  it  is  more  graoeful,  and  better  on 
all  accounts,  to  refrain  from  such  criti- 
cism, and  simply  to  say  that  we  wel- 
come with  pleasure  the  Treaty,  and  when 
we  see  all  the  details,  we  expect  to  find 
that  the  matter  has  been  honourable  and 
satisfactory  to  this  country.  I  wish  I 
could  speak  in  the  same  manner  on  the 
next  subject  to  which  I  have  to  refer, 
that  of  Armenia.  It  would  be,  I  think, 
quite  unnecessary  upon  this  occasion  to 
repeat  the  universal  feeling  of  horror 
which  has  prevailed  throughout  the 
country  at  the  massacres  of  the  Arme- 
nians in  the  Turkish  dominions.  That 
feeling  has  been  widely,  I  may  say  uni- 
versally, expressed  in  this  country.  The 
real  question  which  we  have  to  consider 
to-day  is,  what  is  the  position  of  this 
most  unfortunate  and  most  disastrous 
affair?  We  feel,  and  I  think  the  whole 
country  feels,  that  the  time  has  come 
when  we  may  reasonably  expect  from 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  a  full  disclo- 
sure of  the  present  position  of  this 
matter.  I  cannot  si^  that  I  feel  alto- 
gether encouragement  from  the  terms 
in  which  the  paragraph  relating  to  this 
subject  is  couched,  because  in  the  first 
place  it  refers,  rather  to  my  astonish- 
ment, to  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and  fur- 
ther it  merely  tells  us  that  papers  have 
been  laid  before  us  showing 

"the  considerations  which  have  induced  the 
Powers  to  make  the  present  condition  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  the  subject  of  special  consal- 
tation  by  tlwir  r^resentatives  at  Constanti- 
nople." 

I  do  not  Suppose  anybody  whatever 
wants  information  on  that  subject ;  we 
Oil  know  the  reasons,  and  very  disastrous 
reasons  they  are,  which  have  compelled 
the  consideration  by  the  Powers  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire ;  but  what  we  want  to  know  in, 
not  that  the  matters  have  been  imdcr 
consideration,  nor  why  the  matters  have 
been  under  consideration,  but  what  the 
results  of  that  consideration  are,  and 
what  is  the  present  position  of  the  n^o- 
tiati(nu.  The  noUe  Macquess,  in 
his  very  able  speech  at  the  Guild- 
hall, re&ained,  I  .dare  say  with 
£aH  of  KinUterhy.  • 


good     reason,     from     giving  any 
information  of  a  detailed  kind  upon 
the  subject,  but  he  did  make  one  state- 
ment which  was  of  a  reassuring  character 
— ^he  said  that  the  Concert  of  Europe 
seemed  to  be  in  a  more  favourable  posi- 
tion for  achieving  their  purpose  than  it 
had  ever  bea&  before.  Well,  we  accepted 
that  statement  with  pleasure,  and  what 
we  now  ask  and  press  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  what  we  believe  to  be 
the  general  wish  of  the  whole  cotmtry,  is  ' 
that  they  should  tell  us  what  are  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  enabled  the  noble  j 
Marquess  to  say  so  much,  and  to  ask  him 
also  to  say  precisely  what  those  n^tia- 
tions  have  been.  I  referred  to  the  '^tatj  j 
of  I^ris,  and  I  must  say  I  was  rather  : 
aajH>nished  to  see  the  old  Treaty  of  Paris,  | 
.which  is  now  41  yean  old,  tnrought  in 
upon  this  occasion.  I  thought  there  had 
been  a  more  recent  Treaty— namely,  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin.   My  Lords,  I  was  more 
astonished  because  1  remembered  that  in  i 
1878  the  noble  Marquess  spoke  of  the  ! 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  as  misty  j 
and  visionary  guarantees,  wd  I  confess  I 
that,  looking  to  the  Mhole  course  of  | 
Iiistory  since  the  conclusion  of  that  j 
Treaty,  I  conceive  that  what  is  more  re-  j 
inariuble  than  anythii^  is  the  extent  to 
which  that  Treaty  has  been  brokot.  Bat 
it  is  true  the  position  of  the  Ruasiam  in 
their  war  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  ratified 
by  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  except  in  certaia 
jtrovisions  which  were  omitted.  This  was 
the  result  of  a  war  which  took  place  with- 
out certainly  the  assent  of  the  various 
Powers  who  concluded   the   Treaty  of 
1856,  and  it  certainly  resulted  in  a  most 
extensive  violation  of  the  integrity  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire.  We  all  know  that 
at  that  time,  as  Lord  Beaoonsfidd  said, 
the  process  of  die  ooniolidatioii  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  was  curried  on  hy  cat-  j 
ling  off  some  of  its  most  important  mem-  ; 
bers.   But,  my  Lords,  the  noble  Marquess  i 
went  on  to  say  thiit  there  had  been  sub- 
stituted for  these  visionary  and  luistv 
;^arantees  .mother  Treaty,  and  that,  I 
think  he  said,  was  a  simple  form  of  eo-  ! 
gt^ement  in  which  only  two  Powers  were  I 
concerned,  and  the  ple^:;^  involved  were 
sure  to  be  fulfilled.    What  has  become 
of  that  Treaty  1    What  were  its  pro- 
visions) Your  liordships  probably  know. 
They  were,  no  doubt,  umple.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Ottoman  Government  ^reed, 
or  rather  proDused,  that  there  sho^  1m 
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refonuB  as  r^rded  Armenia.  Oa  our 
part  we  engaged  to  defend  the  Turks  if 
tttat^ect  in  Asia  Minor  Russia;  and 
to  enable  us  to  perform  that  engagement 
we  reoeiTed  possession  of  Cyprus.  Has 
the  condition  of  the  Armenians  been  re- 
formed? Instead  of  that  they  have  been 
uuusacred.  Are  we  about,  at  any  time, 
to  defend  the  Turks  from  the  Russians 
in  Asia  Minor?  I  do  not  believe  there  ie 
b  single  man  in  this  country  who  would 
now  venture  to  call  upon  this  country  to 
recur  to  what  the  Noble  Marquess  justly 
called  "  that  antiqiuted  policy."  Nothing 
remains  except  our  possession  of  the 
Island  of  Cyimis,  the  adTantages  of  which 
to  this  country  have  never  been  veiy 
clear,  and  I  confess  I  should  very  much 
like  to  hear  an  authoritative  declaration 
from  the  Government  as  to  the  present 
position  of  that  Treaty.  Is  it  entirely 
dead,  in  their  opinion,  or  does  any  part 
of  it  exist  ?  If  so,  is  there  any  intention 
on  the  port  of  any  one  to  carry  it  into 
^ect?  It  may  not  be  quite  out  of  place 
if,  in  a  few  words,  I  refer  to  the  general 
features  of  the  policy  of  this  country  in 
the  Levant  You  know — I  remember  it 
well — that  for  many  years  the  policy  of 
this  ooun^  was  to  induce  the  Ottoman 
Government  to  reform,  hopiug  that  by 
reform  we  uiight  put  off  for  ever  that 
terrible  problem  of  what  might  happen 
on  the  break  up  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
["Hear,  hear  I  "]  I  do  not  think  all  the 
opprolnrium  which  has  been  cast  upon 
that  polity  is  deserved,  because  X  imagine 
there  is  no  man  in  Europe  who  has  ever 
been  in  any  way  responsible  for  affairs 
tIio  does  not  look  with  the  deepest  ap- 
prehension on  what  must  happen  whoi- 
ever  that  break  up  takes  place.  That 
being  so,  I  think  tiie  Statesmen  of  the  past 
were  justified  perhaps,  hoping  against 
hope,  in  using  every  possible  endeavour 
to  prevent  that  catastrophe  by  inducing 
the  Ottoman  Government  to  introduce' 
mch  tolerable  reforms  of  government,  not 
only  as  r^rds  Christians,  but  Mahome- 
dans,  for  I  am  sure  the  sympathies  of 
the  people  of  this  country  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  Christians,  but  we  wish  that 
the  Mahomedansr  in  whom  we  have  an 
interest  as  the  greatest  Mohomedan 
Power  in  the  world,  should  also  be  well 
gOToned.  The  Statesmen  of  the  past 
cwtainly  had  justification  for  their 
policy,  but,  unfortunately,  history  has 
■howD  that  that  policy  has  signally  failed. 


It  has  completely  failed,  because  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Ottomw  Empire 
saems  to  be  full  of  incurable  defects, 
which  render  it  practically  impossible  to 
carry  into  effect  reforms  which  may  be 
put  on  paper  and  look  plausible,  but 
which,  unless  carried  out  by  honest  and 
efficient  instruments,  can  have  no  per- 
manent or  lasting  effect.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances I  cannot  take  otherwise  than 
— as  the  noble  Marquess  must  take — a 
gloomy  view  of  the  situation.  Doubtless 
in  our  present  position  we  are  thrown 
1)ack  on  the  old  attempt  to  induce  the 
Sultan,  who  really  is  the  Government  of 
Turkey,  to  in  some  way  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  people  whom  he  op- 
presses. If  the  noble  Marquess  can  tell 
us  that  progress  has  been  made,  I  am 
confident  there  is  no  man  in  this  House 
who  will  not  hear  it  with  the  liveliest 
satisfaction.  Much  has  been  said  with  re- 
gard to  our  relations  in  the  East  with 
Russia,  and  it  may  be  that  the  difficulty 
of  conducting  these  relations — ^I  am 
afraid  it  must  be — has  been  increased  by 
the  remembrance  Russia  has  of  how  she 
was  thwarted  by  the  Berlin  Treaty,  which 
I  always  regarded  as  a  most  unfortunate 
instrument.  She,  no  doubt,  has  deeply 
felt  that  when  she  was  in  a  position  to 
secure  it  to  the  Armenians  she  was  con- 
strained by  the  other  Powers  to  retire 
from  the  position  she  won  at  the  ex- 
{>ense  of  much  blood  and  treasure.  But 
I  will  not  waste  time  in  useless  regrets 
about  the  past.  The  real  question  is, 
What  can  be  done  in  the  present?  And 
I  welcome  the  expression  of  opinion 
which  the  noble  Marquess  gave  in  pic- 
turesque phrase  that  opposition  to 
Rusua  in  the  East  was  an  antiquated 
policy. 

•Trb  PRIME  MINISTER   (Tbm  Mas- 

quBss  OF  Salisbury)  :  I  do  not  think  I 
used  precisely  those  words. 

The  Eabl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  Any 
opposition,  I  think  you  said,  or  anta- 
jjonism  on  the  part  of  this  countrr. 

*Thb  PRIME  MINISTER:  I 'said  I 
thought  the  selection  of  Russia  from 
among  other  Powers  as  a  Power  to  which 

this  country  should  bo  in  opposition 
was  antiquated. 

ThbEabl  of  KIMBERLEY:  Quite  so. 
I  understood  the  noble  Marquess  meant 
that  it  was  an  antiquated  policy  to  con- 
sider Russia  as  specially  antagonistic  to 
this  country.    I  regtu-d  that— I  do  not 
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Bay  as  an  admission — but  as  a  declara- 
tion of  great  Talue,  and  in  my  bumble 
way  I  assure  the  noble  Marquess  that  i 
entirely  s^ree  with  it.  As  far  as  I  was 
able  during  tiie  short  time  I  had  the 
honour  to  hold  the  post  that  the  noble 
Marquess  now  holds,  I  endeavoureil  to 
act  on  that  principle.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess knows  I  made  every  effort  to 
obtain  the  co-operation  of  Russia  in  this 
mattCT.  Up  to  a  certain  point  I 
obtained  it.  I  acted  not  only  because 
I  think  our  relations  with  Russia  in  the 
East  are  the  key  of  the  whole  position, 
but  I  was  desirous  of  making  it  plain 
to  the  Russian  Government  that,  what- 
ever had  heen  the  past,  it  was  the 
object  of  this  countty  to  act  with  Russia 
in  the  futurfe.  My  hopes  were  dis- 
appointed. There  came  a  moment — 
as  the  papers  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  House  show  clearly — when 
the  Russian  Government  was  not  pre- 
j>ared  to  go  any  further  with  us  in  tbe 
direction  in  which  we  desired  to  move. 
In  these  circumstances,  no  doubt,  the 
course  the  noble  Marquess  has  taken  of 
invoking  the  assistance  of  all  the  Powers 
is  the  oidy  alternative  which  remained. 
Has  he  had  any  success  in  that  effort  1 
Although  I  cannot  prejudge  our  opinion 
when  we  see  the  papers,  I  will  say  on 
my  own  behalf,  and  on  the  behalf  of 
all  who  share  our  opinions,  that  I  believe 
we  shall  find  the  noble  Marquess  has 
spared  no  effort  to  obtain,  if  possible, 
some  distinct  and  plain  remedy  for  the 
terrible  evils  under  which  the  subjects 
of  the  Sultan  now  suffer.  In  that  hope 
I  rest  and  say  no  more.  But  I  feel  that 
the  subject  is  one  of  far-reaching  impor- 
tance, not  only  because  of  the  condition 
of  the  Christian  population  in  Armenia, 
but  of  the  danger  to  all  Europe  of  the 
condition  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The 
noble  Marquess  will  have  recognised  on 
the  part  of  those  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  there  has  not  been  the 
slightest  desire  to  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  conduct  of  thene  difficult 
negotiations.  We  should  have  been  pre- 
pared to  give  our  hearty  support  to  the 
Government  in  any  measures  short  of 
such  as  would  have  involved  this  country 
in  war.  As  regards  isolated  action  I 
read  with  pleasure  what  the  noble  Mar- 
quess said  at  the  tiuildhall,  that — with- 
out in  the  least  indicating  that  ho  was 
prepared  for  isolated  action — he  wm  not 
Earl  nf  Kiwlmrl^. 


one  of  those  who  put  aside  isolated 
action  as  impossible  in  certain  circum- 
stances. I  do  not  think  it  is  in  any 
way  desirable  that  the  position  Bhonld 
be  laid  down  as  regards  such  a  country 
as  this  that  we  are  precluded  from  iso- 
lated action  where  circumstances  render 
such  isolated  action  desirable  and  not 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  world. 
But  I  agree  that  isolated  action  which 
would  have  plunged  [Europe  into  war 
would  never  be  justified,  and  ought 
never  to  be  undertaken.  I  now  pass  to 
another  subject.  The  next  most  impo^ 
tant  paragraph  in  the  Queen's  Speucli 
to  those  pan^raphs  to  which  I  have 
referred  is  that  which  telle  us  what  has 
taken  place  in  Dongola,  and  here  I  can- 
not possibly  refrain  from  exfM'eesing  my 
admiration  of  the  manner  in  which  thai 
expedition  was  conducted,  and  the  feel- 
ing, which  I  know  is  universal,  that  the 
greatest  houotir  is  due  to  the  gallant 
officer  who  commanded  the  troops,  and 
to  the  Egyptian  troops  themselves,  who 
upon  this  occasion  seemed  to  have 
proved  that  they  have  profited  by  the 
discipline  to  which  they  have  been  sub- 
ject, and  are  troops  who  can  be 
de]>eudcd  upon  to  do  their  duty  in  iriiat- 
ever  circumstances  they  are  placed.  So 
far  as  the  success  of  the  expedition  is 
concerned,  I  think  there  is  no  one  in 
this  country  who  does  not,  as  a  military 
event,  regard  it  with  complete  satisfac- 
tion. But  when  I  come  to  the  policy 
which  has  induced  the  Government  to 
go  forward  in  this  direction  I  confess  I 
part  company  with  them.  What  we 
have  never  known — and  what,  I  think, 
the  country  has  a  right  to  know — clearly 
is  what  is  the  policy  of  the  Government 
as  regards  the  Soudan.  I  cannot  see 
what  has  been  gained  by  the  mystery 
in  which  that  policy  has  been  involved, 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  elsewhere 
in  Europe.  That  mysterious  policy  has 
been  viewed  with  surprise,  and — as  is 
natural — with  suspicion.  I  think  we 
gain  nothing  by  increasing.  tlu\t  suspi- 
cion, nor  do  I  believe  anything  is  gained 
by  our  not  having  a  full  disclosure  of 
the  policy  in  view.  We  have  bad 
various  statements.  Lord  Cromer,  who 
nmst  have  been  n'ell  informed  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Governmput,  made  a 
speech  at  a  banquet  given  to  Sir.  H. 
Kitchener,  in  which  he  said,  "  Gentle- 
men,  the   primary  object  of  the  cam- 
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paign  has  been  accomplished."  What 
was  that  primary  object?   That  object, 
aocordii^  to  Lord  Cromer,  was  to  re- 
more  the  pressure  upon  the  army  of  a 
nation  which  is  connected  hj  very  close 
bonds  of  sympathy  and  friendship  with 
Eo^nd  and  Eigypt.   I  am  extremely 
frlad  that  any  opportunity  should  have 
occurred  of  relieving  the  pressure  upon 
oor  friendly  and  cordial  allies,  the  Ital- 
ians.   But  that  could  not  have  been,  I 
should  have  thought,  the  primary  object, 
because   we   have   heard   from  other 
sources  that  the  object  was  to  retrieve 
the  houour  of  this  country  by  recon- 
quering the  Soudan.     If  the  honour 
of  thu  country  is  involved  in  the 
reconqueat  of  the  Soudan,  I  would 
ask  the  noUe  Marquess  bow  it  came 
shout    that    the    honour    of  this 
country   was   not   infringed    by  the 
concluuon   of   the   well-known  Drum- 
mond-Wolff    Convention,    which  pro- 
Tided  for  the  evacuation  of  H^pt  with- 
out any  condition  that  previously  to  that 
convention  the  Soudan  should  have  been 
reconquered.    If  it  is  dishonourable  now 
not  to  reconquer  the  Soudan,  it  must 
have  been  so  then.    I  do  not,  therefore, 
see  precisely  upon  what  grounds  that 
rests.     ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]     The  Speech 
certainly  throws  some  new  light  on  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  because  it  says 
that  the  way  has  been  opened  for  a 
farther  advance  whenever  such  a  step 
shall  be  judged  desirable.    What  must 
be  the  meaning  of  that  sentence?  It 
must  mean  that  the  advance  is  to  go 
■teadily  on  as  circumstances  render  it  ex- 
pedient to  move  until  the  Soudan  has 
been  recovered.   If  it  does  not  mean 
that,  I  do  not  know  what  it  means.  Let 
me  ask  what  that  involves.    In  the  first 
place,  I  assume  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
this  country  to  reconquer  the  Soudan. 
But,  I  would  ask,  at  whose  expense  is 
that  to  be  done  1   We  have  seen  that  the 
expense  does  not  fall  upon  the  Egyptian 
funds,  because,  unfortunately,  the  Powem 
who  have  a  certain  control  in  Egyptian 
affairs  objected  to  those  funds  being 
called  upon  to  bear  the  expense  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Egyptian  expedition,  and 
we  have  been  obliged  to  recoup  the 
Sgyptiaa  Government  for  that  wliich 
they  had,  according  to  the  decision  of  the 
tribunal,  unjustly  taken.    I  do  not  con- 
ceive that  anyone  imagines  that  the  re- 
conquest  of  the  Soudan  can  be  occom- 
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plished  with  Egyptian  funds,  and  the 
cost,  therefore,  I  suppose,   would  fall 
upon  this  country.  But  look  what  would 
take  place  if  the  Soudan  were  recon- 
quered.  Tou  could  not  retire  from  that 
territory  until  you  had  firmly  established 
the  Egyptians  there.   To  imagine  that 
that  would  not  take  a  considerable  time 
— probably  many  years — seems  to  me 
entirely   mistaken.     To   abandon  the 
Egyptians  in  the  Soudan,  after  placing 
them  there,  before   they  were  firmly 
established  seems  to  me  a  most  unfavour- 
able proposition  as  r^rds  Egypt.  We 
should  probably  have  to  remain  in  the 
Soudan  many  years,  and  English  officers 
would  have  to  control  the  E^ptians 
there  for  a  considerable  time.    I  am  not 
a  Little  Inlander,  but   I  have  this 
feeling — that  this  country  does  ill  when 
it  establishes  itself  on  great  continents 
far  away  from  its  naval  base,  and  in 
countries  which  can  only  be  held  by  largo 
armed  forces.      That  I  believe  to  be 
contrary  to   the   true   policy   of  this 
country  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  my  view 
that  it  the  reconquest  of  the  Soudan  were 
accomplished,  not  only  should  we  in  no 
way  have  strengthened  this  country,  but 
weakened  it  to  a  considerable  extent. 
For  that  reason  I  view  with  alarm  the 
indication,  as  I  take  it,  that  the  recon- 
quest of  the  Soudan  is  actually  and  really 
aimed  at.    I  know  these  are,  to  a  certain 
extent,  assumptions  on  my  part,  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  what  precisely 
is  the  policy  Her  Majesty's  Government 
intends  to  pursue  towards  the  Soudan. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]    We  next  have  a  refer- 
ence to  a  very  sad  calamity  indeed  which 
has  befallen  India.  A  famine  has  broken 
out,  perhaps  more  extended  than  almoit 
any  famine  there  has  been  for  a  long 
period  of  years,  coupled  with  a  visitation 
of  a  plague  which  is  of  a  most  alarming 
kind  when  joined  with  destitution,  and 
consequent  disease  in  large  bodies  of  the 
population.    I  feel  the  deepest  sympathy 
with  the  calamity  that  has  befallen  India, 
but  I  have  confidence  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  as  far  as  human  means 
and  skill  will  avail,  will  deal  promptly 
and  efficiently  with  the  calamity.  ["Hear, 
hear !  "]    They  have  vast  experience  as 
regards  the  management  of  measures  for 
the  relief  of  famine.    They  have  a  very 
efficient  staff,  and  I  think  the  people  of 
this  country  may  rest  assured  that  the 
skill,    energy,   and  self-derotion  which 
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characterises  the  Indian  serrants,  under 
the  guidance  of  my  noble  Friend,  Lord 
Elgin,  will  spare  no  effort  to  alleviate 
the  suffering.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  There 
is  a  reference  also  in  the  Speech 
to  the  rebellion  in  Matabeleland.  South 
Africa  is  a  very  tempting  theme,  but  I 
will  not  trouble  your  Lordships  by  a 
loi^  series  of  observations  on  that  ques- 
tion. What  I  will  say  is  that  I  sincerely 
trust  thut,  in  the  most  important  Inquiry 
which  is  about  to  take  place  in  the 
other  Hoxise,  not  only  will  the  circum- 
stances of  the  deplorable  raid  be 
thoroughly  investigated,  but  also  the 
whole  system  of  government  of  Matabele- 
land and  Haahonaland,  in  order  to  see 
whether  it  is  now  placed  on  a  satisfactory 
basis,  and  if  that  basis  be  not  found 
satisfactory  to  devise  how  it  can  be  made 
better.  More  than  that  I  do  not  desire 
to  say,  except  that  I  have  an  eirnest 
hope,  notwithstanding  all  the  calamitous 
results  of  that  most  unfortunate  raid, 
that  by  patience  and  good  management 
in  this  country  and  at  the  Cape,  the 
wounds  may  gradually  be  healed,  and 
you  may  in  time  achieve  that  which  is 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  South  Africa 
— namely,  the  establishment  of  a 
thorough  good  sentiment  between  both 
Dutch  and  British  in  these  colonies,  with, 
ultimately,  such  a  fusion  between  them 
as  may  insure  the  permanent  good  of  a 
country  which  has  made  so  wonderful 
a  development  lately,  and  which,  I  am 
satisfied,  has  before  it  a  great  future. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  These  are  the  principal 
topics  to  which  I  need  refer,  and  I  come 
to  other  matters  which  are  not  quite  so 
exciting.  I  am  extremely  edified  b; 
what  is,  I  think,  quite  a  new  charac- 
teristic of  the  Speech — namely,  the  ex- 
treme caution  with  which  the  measures 
are  introduced.  \LaughUr.'\  The 
singular  thing  la  that  so  impressed  were 
Her  Majesty's  Government  with  the 
danger  that  their  measures  may  never  be 
brought  before  Parliament,  that  they 
have  not  been  satisfied  with  saying  it 
once,  but  twice  over  they  have  said  that 

"  furtlier  legislative  proposals  will  be  brought 
before  yoa  if  the  time  at  yunr  disposal  suffices 
for  the  purpose.** 

Then,  after  all,  the  measures  are  enumer- 
ated, and  we  are  told  that  they  will  be 
considered  if  opportunity  should  be 
found  to  lay  them  before  you.  I  can 
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quite  understand  what  the  feelit^  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  must  be  by  the 
experience  of  last  Session.  They  then 
had  announced  a  very  large  number 
of  measures,  and  owing  to  the 
very  unfortunate  fate  of  tiieir  prin- 
cipal measure — that  upon  education— 
they  never,  in  fact,  arrived  at  the 
point  when  these  measures  could 
be  considered.  Warned  by  that,  they 
have  put  in  this  caution.  I  hope  it 
is  not  an  indication  that  the  education 
measure  of  the  present  Session  will  UoA 
their  way,  though  if  it  at  all  resemWe 
the  measure  of  last  Session  nothing 
would  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  that 
it  should  receive  the  same  fate.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  I  am  willing  to  hope  for  better 
things,  and  I  am  sure  if  the  measure  of 
education  is  of  a  simple  character  and 
directed  really,  not  to  the  upsetting  of 
the  whole  of  our  present  system,  but  to 
rendering  thoroughly  eflficient  the  volun- 
tary schools,  then  I  think  it  will  receive 
very  general  support,  and,  we  hope,  may 
pass  through  Parliament  in  time  to 
enable  some  of  the  other  measures  men- 
tioned to  be  considered.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
There  arc  one  or  two  measures  of  some 
little  interest,  one  of  which  relates  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Agricultural  Hold- 
ings Act  of  Great  Britain.  I  confess, 
until  the  speech  of  the  Seconder  of  the 
Address,  I  was  not  nearly  sagacioiu 
enough  to  discover  that  underneath  that 
lies  the  carrying  into  effect  of  some 
portions  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Welsh  land.  That, 
doubtless,  renders  it  an  interesting  pro- 
posal. The  noble  Lord,  who  served 
upon  the  Commission,  has  told  us,  more 
or  less,  how  far  he  is  inclined  to  go.  It 
appears  that  there  are  a  good  numy  of 
his  contpatriots  in  Wales  who  are  inclined 
to  go  rather  farther  than  he.  When  we 
see  the  measure  and  know  precisely  what 
it  does,  we  shall  be  able  to  judge  whether 
it  is  likely  to  satisfy  the  very  extended 
desires  which  manifested  themselves  in 
Wales  for  a  reform  of  the  land  system, 
nnd  I  shall  abstain  from  any  comment 
upon  the  matter  until  I  know  what  is 
proposed.  Then  you  are  told  that,  in 
the  interests  of  agriculture,  which  are 
of  paramount  importance  in  Ireland,  you 
will  be  asked  to  consider  a  Bill  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
in  that  country.  I  confess  that  parsr 
graph  almost  took  my  breath  away.  The 
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importance  of  it  is  bo  great  that,  looluDg 
at  the  Tarious  Bubjects  now  ocoupjring 
attention  in  Lrdand,  I  rather  wondered 
vhetha  it  was  to  be  r^;arded  as  the 
solution  of  certain  questions  which  are 
not  usually  brought  before  this  House — ■ 
questions  with  r^ard  to  the  financial 
ArraBgements  in  Ireland,  which  seem  to 
be  much  more  likely  to  occupy  the  atten- 
tion than  the  constitution  of  this  Agri- 
cultural Board.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  I 
■ball  be  uncommonly  surprised  U  the 
constitution  of  this  Board  removes  any 
portion,  even  the  smallest,  of  the  very 
aerioas  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in 
connection  with  the  question  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  and  which  I  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  hear  much  more  of, 
though  perhaps  not  so  much  in  this 
House.  It  has  already  produced  results 
in  Ireland  of  the  most  surprising  kind, 
and  amongst  others  has  enabled  us  to 
saj,  upon  authority  which  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  denied,  the  authority  of  Mr. 
D&ly,  that  we  have  amongst  us  an  Irish 
Washington.  [Laughter.]  These,  I  be- 
liere,  are  all  the  measures  to  which  I 
need  ^ude.  I  must  apologise  to  the 
House  for  the  length  at  which  I  have 
addrrased  them.  The  subjects  are  of 
considerable  importance.  I  have  said 
what  I  thought  it  necessary  to  say  upon 
this  occasion,  and  I  hope  the  noble 
Marquess  will  not  think  in  the  observa- 
tions I  have  made  on  foreign  policy, 
fttthough  I  have  criticised  some  parti- 
cular points,  that  I  have  done  so  with 
the  sl^hteet  intention  of  embarrassing 
his  ooi^uct  of  a  Department  which  my 
e^kerience  tells  me  is  beset  with  difficul- 
w$f  and  the  successful  conduct  of  which 
is  not  of  interest  to  one  Party,  but  to 
an,  the  object  being  that  friendly  rela- 
tions with  other  Powers  shoidd  be  pre- 
serred  and  the  honour  of  this  country 
firmly  upheld.  [Cheers.] 
*Thb  prime  MINISTER,  who  was  re- 
ceived with  loud  cheers,  said :  My  first 
and  most  ^reeable  duty  is  to  congratu- 
late the  noble  Earl  on  liis  reappearance 
M  the  Leader  of  the  Party  to  which  he 
bdoDgs.  We  had  so  much  expa-ionce 
before  of  the  adminble  manner  in  which 
be  performed  his  duties  and  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  observed  the  tradi- 
tbns  and  practices  of  this  House,  and  I 
am  bound  to  say  also  of  his  considera- 
tion to  his  opponents,  that  it  is  with 
CQQtideratde  satisfaction  that  I  see  him 


take  up  the  rains  f^in.  But  I  must 
not  omit  to  express,  as  he  did,  a  gnat 
and  deep  r^ret  for  the  retirement  for 
the  moment  from  among  us  of  the  Earl 
of  Roseb^  from  a  position  of  authority. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The  noble  Lord  is  a 
man  exceedingly  popular  in  private  life, 
and,  I  think,  not  less  popular  in  public 
life,  and  the  ability  with  which  he  con- 
ducted a  position  of  exceeding  diificulty 
I  think  won  the  ^mpathy  of  all. 
[Cheers.]  Perhaps  I  may  say  that  he  is 
happy  in  the  opportunity  of  his  retire- 
ment, because  he  was  enabled  to  mark 
upon  an  interesting  period  of  his 
country's  history  not  only  the  proof  of 
his  own  pturity  of  motive,  but  the  high 
standard  by  which  he  judged  the  duty 
of  public  men  in  foreign  affairs.  He 
made  a  most  patriotic  and,  I  may  say,  a 
most  useful  and  beneficial  speech.  I 
should  be  inclined  to  add  that  I  do  not 
see  why  that  speech  should  involve  his 
retirement  from  the  leadership  of  his 
Party.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  But  if  I  pui^ 
sued  that  subject  I  should  be  meddling 
with  affairs  which  do  not  concern  me, 
and  so  I  must  not  pursue  that  train  of 
thot^ht.  I  agree  with  very  many  things 
which  the  noble  Earl  has  said,  and,  I 
need  not  say,  among  the  first  with  the 
congratulations  which  he  offered  to  Her 
Majesty  for  the  remarkable  and  unique 
period  to  which  her  reign  has  run  and 
for  the  marvellous  effect  which  the  suc- 
cess of  that  reign  and  the  contemplation 
of  her  character  have  produced,  not  only 
upon  the  affections  of  her  own  people, 
but  upon  the  respect  of  the  whole  civi- 
lised worlds  [Cheers.]  And  those  who, 
like  the  noble  Lord,  hare  had  the  oppot^ 
tunity  of  watching  the  working  of  that 
character  more  nearly  can  testify  to  the 
effects  and  benignant  influence  which  it 
has  always  worked  on  the  conduct  of 
constitutional  policy,  and  can  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  extent  to  which  the  peculiar 
characteristics  displayed  by  the  Queen 
have  enabled  constitutional  government 
to  attain  to  a  success  to  which  it  has  never 
attained  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
[Cheers.]  I  must  also  tender  my  hearty 
congratulations  to  the  noble  Friends 
behind  me  for  the  speeches  which  th^ 
have  delivered.  The  late  Lord  Bath  was 
for  a  great  number  of  years  a  friend  of 
mine,  and  I  admired  him  in  the  instances 
— imfortunately  few — in  which  he  showed 
his  powers  and  his  knowledge  of  public 
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burinesB  in  this  House.  I  am  very 
pleased  to  feel,  from  the  specimen  which 
we  have  heard  ta<night,  that  his  son  will 
succeed  to  all  his  powers,  and  I  hope  he 
will  give  us  more  constant  assistance  in 
the  conduct  of  the  business  that  may 
come  before  us.  The  speeches  we  heard 
both  from  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder 
— I  speak,  I  am  afraid,  now  from  a  very 
considerable  experience — stand  on  a  very 
high  level  in  the  list  of  those  to  which 
in  succeeding  years  we  have  listened  on 
■imiku:  occasions.  I  ought  not  to  pass 
by  a  sadder  strain,  in  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Eiarl,  by  which  he  wished  to  record 
his  deep  regret  for  the  loss  which  not 
only  the  English  Church,  but  the  Eng- 
lish nation,  has  sustained  by  the  death  o( 
Archbishop  Benson.  ["  Hear,  hear  !"J 
He  was  a  man  very  singularly  gifted  for 
the  position  he  occupied.  He  was  not 
remarkable  for  many  of  the  qualities 
which  often  distinguish  those  of  his  pro- 
fession. I  do  not  think  that  men  will 
put  liim  high  as  an  eloquent  preacher 
or  speaker,  but  he  was  singularly  poweiv 
fill  in  the  government  of  men.  He  was 
a  peacemaker  and  brought  men  together^ 
and  he  led  the  Church  in  a  most  diflicult 
period,  without  sacrificing  any  of 
the  veneration  he  enjoyed,  or  any 
of  those  principles  which  he  held, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  at 
large.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Now  I 
come  to  the  substance  of  the  noble 
Lord's  speech.  Of  coxu^e,  as  we  know, 
every  road  leads  to  Rome,  and  every 
debate  ends  in  Armenia.  \Laughier,\ 
On  Armenia  I  must  say  a  word.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  the  criticisms  of 
the  noble  Lord  amounted  to  Han- 
sardising the  speeches  delivered  by  me 
in  the  year  1878.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  person  who  is  the  most  enamoured 
of  his  own  eloquence  could  ever  remem- 
ber what  he  said  20  years  ago.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1"]  The  noble  Earl  ought,  I  thinks 
kindly  to  have  given  me  notice,  so  that  I 
might  have  refreshed  my  memory.  But 
I  am  ahraid  I  must  hand  my  consistency 
over  to  him,  for,  whilst  I  may  have  said 
what  he  attributes  to  me,  or  may  have 
said  something  in  addition  which  qtiali- 
fiea  its  meaning,  I  am  now  powerless  to 
contest  the  point.  But  I  do  demur  very 
much  to  the  tone  adopted  by  the  noble 
Lord  and  those  who  think  with  him  with 
reference  to  Lord  Beaconsfield's  policy 
in  1878.  They  seem  to  think  that  Lord 
Prime  Miniater. 


Beaconsfield  invented  it,  that  iritb  a 
light  heart  he  took  up  the  difficult  cause 
which  he  felt  bound  to  advocate,  sod 
that  the  policy  was  purely  selected  by 
himself.  But  the  policy  was  not  selected 
by  himself ;  it  was  inherited  from  others, 
and  those  others  were  the  very  oppo- 
nents who  were  denouncing  him.  The 
noble  Lord  says  that  our  difficulties  with 
Russia  are  increased  by  the  recollection 
of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin.  Does  he 
imagine  that  they  are  not  increased  by 
the  reooUection  of  the  Crimean  warl 
["  Hear,  hear  I"]  There  is  no  doubt  that 
Lord  Beaconsfield  adopted  a  policy  which 
is  exposed  in  this  to  criticism,  that  the 
hopes  he  entertained  were  not  fulfilled, 
and  that  the  difficulties  which  he  had  to 
meet  have  recurred  to  ua.  But  it  vas 
not  his  policy  from  the  first — he  was  not 
the  author  of  it — which  bound  up  our 
hopes  and  expectations  in  the  r^nera- 
tion  of  the  Turkish  Empire.  Others  in 
Europe  felt  the  scepticism  which  is  tole- 
rably general  now,  and  doubted  the 
expediency  of  making  the  success  of 
Ottoman  institutions  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciple in  our  policy  and  aims.  Among 
those  was  the  £mpMY)r  Nicholas  I.  He 
made  proposals  which,  I  imagine,  if  they 
were  made  now  would  be  gladly  accepted. 
He  made  proposals  in  1851.  Were  they 
refused  by  the  benighted  Tories  t 

Thb  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY  :  It  was 
later  than  1851. 

*Thb  prime  minister  :  I  think  the 
conversation  with  Sir  H.  Seymour  took 
place  in  1851. 

Thb  Eabl  of  KIMBERLET  :  It  took 
place  in  the  beginning  of  1853. 

*TaB  PRIME  MINISTER:  Well,  Lord 
Palmerston  was  in  that  Government, 
but  it  was  Lord  Clarendon,  of  whom 
the  noble  Lord  was  the  subordinate, 
who  adopted  that  policy.  I  do  not 
venture  to  censure  the  decision  to  which 
Lord  Clarendon  came  when  he  refused  to 
accept  the  proposal  of  the  fUnperor 
Nicholas  for  dividing  the  influence  which 
the  Great  Powers  should  exercise  on  the 
Turkish  Empire.  It  was  very  startling, 
it  ran  against  many  current  feelings  and 
prepossessions,  and  was  exposed  to  great 
danger.  I  am  not  surprued  at — I  do 
not  venture  to  censm-e — the  choice  to 
which  Lord  Clarendon  and  his  colleagues 
came  ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  you 
call  upon  me  to  look  back  and  to  inter 
pret  the  present  by  the  past,  to  lay  on 
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this  shoulder  or  on  that  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  difficulties  in  which  we  find 
ouraelreB  now,  the  parting  of  the  ways 
Tsa  in  18Q3,  when  the  Emperor 
Nicholas's  proposals  were  rejected. 
Manj  Members  of  this  House  will  keenly 
feel  the  nature  of  the  mistake  that  was 
made  when  I  say  that  we  put  all  our 
money  upon  the  vroug  horse.  \Laugh- 
ttT.\  It  may  be  in  the  experience  of 
those  who  hare  done  the  same  thing  that 
it  is  not  very  easy  to  withdraw  from  a 
step  of  that  kind  when  it  has  once  been 
taken — [laughter\ — and  that  you  are 
practically  obliged  to  go  on.  All  that 
Lord  Beaconsfield  did  was  to  carry  out 
the  policy  which  his  predecessors  had 
laid  down.  I  was  acquainted  with  Lord 
Beaconsfield's  thoughts  at  that  time ; 
he  was  not  free  from  mi^ving,  but  he 
felt  that  unity  of  policy  in  great 
country  was  something  so  essential,  and 
that  the  danger  of  ^fting  from  one 
pohey  to  another  without  perfectly  seeing 
all  the  results  to  which  you  wotdd  come, 
vu  so  paramount  that  he  always  said  that 
the  policy  of  Lord  Palmerston  must  be 
upheld.  He  still  entertained  hopes  which 
I  did  not  entertain  in  quite  the  same 
de^ee.  But  those  hopes  have  not  been 
justified.  I  shall  not  describe  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  Tivkish  Empire ; 
it  would  not  be  decorous ;  besides,  the 
noble  Earl  haa  done  it  for  me.  But  that 
we  are  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
difficulty  in  oonsequence  of  those  historic 
erents  is  a  matter  that  cannot  be  dia* 
putedf  and  the  difficulty  lies  in  this — 
neither  our  own  feelings,  nor  the  feelings 
of  those  we  represent,  nor  the  enlightened 
conscience  of  the  day  in  which  we  Htc 
will  allow  us  to  look  with  absolute  in- 
difference to  what  is  going  on. 
And  yet  how  small  our  power  of 
modifying  the  results  of  those  events 
must  be  I  When  I  succeeded  to 
office  the  point  on  which  I  was  disposed 
to  criticise  the  noble  Lord's  policy  was 
that  I  thought  be  had  not  made  it  suffi- 
ciently clear  to  himself  whether  the  other 
Powers,  especially  Bussia,  were  prepared 
to  support  him,  or  how  far  they  were 
prepared  to  go.  We  indulged  occasion- 
afly  in  hopes,  prompted  by  language  we 
heard,  but  the  issue,  as  eveiyone  knows, 
was  that  Russia  was  not  prepared  to  go 
on,  'Hke  statement  was  made  categori- 
cally, and  from  that  moment,  I  think, 
oar  Kidirida&l  and  isolated  responsibility 


disappeared.  We  became  again  simply 
signatories  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  The 
noble  Lord  is  very  angry  with  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  and  wishes  to  substitute  for  it 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin.  But  he  will  not 
improve  his  position.  The  Treaty  of 
BerUu  directly  confirms  and  re-enacts  all 
that  is  contained  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris  ; 
so  it  mattered  little  which  he  referred  to. 
We  are  still  signatories  of  that  Treaty.  I 
do  not  see  we  can  take  any  other  course 
except  to  exert  what  influence  we  may 
possess  with  the  other  Powers  of  Europe 
to  induce  them  to  press  on  the  Sultan 
such  reforms  as  may  be  necessary  not 
only  to  save  his  subjects  from  massacre, 
but  to  preserve  his  own  empire  from  a 
ruin  which,  if  he  does  not  take  the  requi- 
site precautions  in  time,  cannot  be  long 
delayed.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  We  have 
done  that.  We  have  m^ed  our  views 
on  the  other  Powers.  They  do 
not  as  a  rule  disagree  with  us; 
none  of  them  disagree  with  us,  I 
think,  in  their  horror  of  what  has 
taken  place.  It  is,  I  think,  natural  they 
should  be  more  deeply  impressed  than 
we  are  with  the  terrible  alternative  of 
European  war  which  any  error  or  mis- 
take in  the  application  of  pressure  on 
the  Sultan  might  possibly  bring  about. 
The  noble  Lord  will  see,  when  he  reads 
the  papers  which  I  have  laid  on  the  Table 
to-night,  that  the  Power?  are  agreed  as  to 
the  necessity  of  taking  these  matters  into 
consideration,  and  doing  their  ut- 
most to  find  out  the  remedies  by 
which  the  Sultan's  empire  might 
be  saved.  They,  I  think,  are 
generally  agreed  that  it  is  possible 
at  all  events  that  if  he  refuses,  material 
pressure  will  have  to  be  applied  by  the 
rest  of  Europe ;  but  there  are  slight 
differences  in  the  wording  in  which  those 
views  are  expressed,  which  will  appear  at 
once  to  noble  Lords  when  they  read  the 
dispatches,  far  more  clearly  than  I  could 
venture  to  safely  indicate  at  this  table, 
and  the  precise  extent  to  which  the 
various  Powers  have  contemplated  the 
possibility  of  having  to  apply  the  mate- 
rial pressure  in  order  to  enforce  reforms 
on  the  Txu-kish  Empire.  My  own  con- 
viction is  strong  that,  unless  some  very 
essential  reforms  in  the  conduct  of  the 
government  are  adopted,  the  doom  of 
the  Txurkish  Empire  cannot  be  very  long 
postponed.  [C/ierr«.}  I  think  that 
many,  and  some  of  the  most  important. 
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of  the  othw  Powers  do  not  diflfer  mate- 
rially horn  tiB  in  that  respect.    But  if  I 
said  that  they  had  pledged  themselves  to 
use  force  it  might  be  thought  that  I  had 
used  a  sightly  too  strong  expression. 
The  pledge  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of 
exceeding  importance,  and  they  have 
used  care  and  circumspection  in  the  lan- 
guid vhich  they  have  employed.  But 
they  are  all  convinced  that,  unless  the 
Powers  can  agree  and  the  Sultan  can 
agree  with  us  as  t4>  introducing  genuine 
and  effective  reforms  in  the  extravagant 
autocracy  which  prevails  in  Turkey  at 
this  moment,  the  worst  results  must  fol- 
low.     ["Hear,   hear!"]      I  shall  not 
attempt  to  justify  the  conduct  of  Her 
Majesty's   Government,    among  other 
reasons,  for  this.     Directly  you  form 
part  of  a  concert  with  other  Powers  and 
lose  no  doubt  a  part  of  your  responsi- 
bility, you  lose  also  the  right  of  frankly 
defending  yourself.     You  cannot  state 
all  you  have  done,  the  impediments  you 
may  hare  met ;  you  cannot  examine  in 
public,  as  we  are  accustomed  to  do,  your 
own  conduct  before  the  world.    We  can 
■only  say  that  in  taking  this  attitude, 
not  very  common  for  English  Govern- 
ments, we  have  pursued  a  course  whioli 
we  believe  was  the  best  for  restoring  the 
Turkish  Empire  and  which  we  certainly 
think  is  far  the  most  expedient,  in  order 
to  obtain  that  object  of  paramount  im- 
portance— the  preservation  of  the  peace 
of  Europe.    [CA«e«.]    I  will  now  say  a 
word  about  a  matter  where  we  are  de- 
cidedly acting  with — if  I  may  so  express 
myself — abundant  isolation ;  I  mean  the 
Egyptian  campaign.    \Laughter.^  But 
there  again  I  have  a  difficulty.  The 
noble  Lord  is  very  inquisitive.  He 
wants  to  know  a  great  many  things. 
He  wants  to  know  what  we  are  going  to 
do,  Thy  we  are  going  to  do  it,  how  we 
intend  to  overcome  this  difficulty  and 
that  difficulty.   Nothing  would  give  me 
greater  pleasure  than  to  expound  the 
whole  of  our  policy  in  the  minutest 
details  to  the  noble  Lord  if  I  could  hare 
the  noble  Lord  alone.    [LmighUr.)  But 
I  am  afraid  other  people  will  overhear 
what  I  am  saying  to  the  noble  Lord ; 
and  there  is  one  person  who  will  over- 
hear, and  he  is  the  last  person  I  desire 
to  inform  on  the  subject — the  Khalifa  of 
Omdurman.     ["  Heu-,    hear  t "]  His 
sources  of  intelligence  are  veiy  great, 
PritM  Miniiiil^r. 
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and  if  I  explained  all  our  military  inten- 
tions with  the  frankness  which  the  ooUe 
'  Lord  asks,  I  am  not  Bwre  but  he  would 
draw  some  advantage  from  that  indiscre* 
tion  on  our  part.    I  hope,  however,  that 
the  ultimate  result  will  show  that  he 
judged  us  too  harshly.    Of  course,  there 
are  financial  questions  which  will  be  dulj 
exposed  to  the  other  House.    I  do  not 
remember  the  figures  wdl  enough  to 
enter  upon  them  now,  but  they  are  mat* 
ters  on  which  the  House  of  Commou 
will  no  doubt  require  full  information. 
But  as  to  our  general  plan  I  venture  to 
repeat  what  I  said  last  summer — that 
one  of  the  objects  for  which  we  occupy 
Dongola  was  because  it  was  on  the  high- 
way to  Khartoum— [rA«er»] — and  that 
we  do  look  upon  the  occupation  of  Khar 
toum  sooner  or  later  as  the  objective  to 
which  we  are  xirged  alike  hy  our  desire  to 
efface  something  of  what  took  place  tea 
years  ago,  and  also      our  desire  to  ex- 
tirpate from  the  earth  one  of  the  vilest 
and  cruellest  despotisms  which  has  ever 
been  seen,  something  compared  to  which 
the  worst  performances  of  the  worst 
minion  of  the  palace  at  Constantinople 
are  bright  and  saintly  deeds,  and  because 
we  desire  to  pour  into  the  lap  of  ^jpt 
those  countless  treasures  of  industry  and 
commerce  which  the  fertile  valley  of  the 
Nile  is  prepared  to  carry  down  as  of  oU, 
if  we  only  remove  the- cruel  hand  which 
has  hitherto  stifled  the  industry  of  the 
Egyptian  and  the  Soudanese  people. 
[Cheers.']  I  am  very  unfortunate  in  every 
desire  I  have  had  to  speak  with  the  ut* 
most  frankness  to  the  noble  Lord.  I 
have  always  found  one  figure  in  my  path. 
I  cannot  tell  him  all  about  Armenia, 
owing  to  the  concert  of  Europe ;  I  can- 
not speak  freely  of  the  military  opera- 
tions that  may  happen  in  the  next  five 
years  in  the  Soudan  on  account  of  the 
Khalifa ;  and  I  cannot  speak  quite  freely 
about  the  Arbitration  Trealy  because  it 
is  not  yet  ratified.  But  I  do  not  think 
on  that  mattw  I  need  expend  much  effort 
in  con\incing  the  noble  Lord.    He  pro- 
bably agrees  with  me  as  heartily  as  any- 
one else  as  to  the  advantages  which  such 
a  treaty  will  confer  if  it  could  be  ratified, 
and  I  um  merely  taking  up  a  thread 
which  had  broken  in  the  hand  of  a  Seoe- 
taty  of  State  two  years  ago.    I  will  make 
one  observation  of  a  general  kind.  Tou 
must  not  think  that  we  are  the  rictim  of 
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millennial  anticipations  it  we  hope  that 
something  may  be  done  by  an  Arbitra- 
tion Treaty  to  diminish  the  risk  of  war. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  will  remove  the 
greatest  risks  of  war.  I  do  not  say  that 
it  would  restrain  a  Napoleon  or  a  Bis- 
marck; but  diplomacy  is  full  of  an  in- 
definite  number  of  small  differences  which 
are  caught  up  by  the  people  and  the 
Press  of  both  countries  and  which, 
vrittra  about,  exaggerated,  and  enlarged 
npon,  tend  to  diminish  the  friendship 
which  exists  between  them,  and  even  to 
give  birth  to  a  feeling  of  alienation  and 
resentment.  The  power  of  inunediately 
going  to  a  tribunal  to  settle  these  things 
would  prevent  a  process  so  injurious  to 
the  good  will  of  nations,  and  especially 
between  two  nations  who  imderstand  each 
other  unlortunately  eo  well  that  if  we  are 
not  friends  it  is  almost  inevitable  we 
should  be  enemies.  But  there  is  still  a 
further  reason  and  advantage  in  the 
existence  of  the  arbitration  system ;  and 
this  arises  from  the  prevalence  of  popular 
institutions  in  most  of  the  countries  of 
the  world.  In  most  coxmtxies  of  the 
world  there  are  Ministers  who  govern,  and 
there  are  Members  of  Parliament  and 
others  who  criticise  them.  Those  Mem- 
bers  of  Parliament  are  of  various  shades 
(tf  thought,  but  their  body  generally  oon- 
ttins  one  especial  section  of  whom  I 
speak  with  all  respect,  though  I  must 
give  them  a  familiar  ijame — they  are 
known  as  Jingoes  in  popular  estimation. 
They  are  very  patriotic  men  and  the 
warmth  of  their  patriotism  sometimes 
clouds  their  appreciation  of  details ;  but 
they  exist  in  all  countries.  [Laughter.^ 
Tou  .will  always  find  when  you  are  dis- 
cussing a  matter  with  a  Minister  that 
one  of  the  principal  subjects  which  pre- 
occupies him  is  how  he  is  to  furnish  an 
account  of  the  matter  which  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently soothing  to  this  very  excitable 
portion  of  his  critics.  [Laughter.']  Now, 
my  bdief  is  that  a  well  working  arbitra- 
tion system  would  be  an  invaluable  bul- 
wark to  defend  the  Minister  from  the 
Jii^oea.  [Laughter. 1  It  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  accuse  him  of  having 
trifled  with  the  honour  of  the  country, 
or  with  surrendering  substantial  ad- 
vantages, if  he  oould  say: — "Well,  I 
salnnitted  the  matter  to  an  impartial 
TOL.  XLV.  [foubth  skuhs.] 


tribimal  as  provided  by  treaty,  and  un- 
fortunately the  decision  went  against 
us."  It  is  impossible  not  to  feel  that  a 
MinistraTi  even  of  the  most  sturdy  and 
patriotic  character,  would  negotiate  with 
a  freer  hand  and  with  more  determina- 
tion if  he  were  absolutely  secured  from 
danger  of  interferrace  of  this  kind.  But 
I  am  not  saying  this  with  any  reference 
to  our  own  country ;  because  I  think 
that  in  this  country  less  than  in  oth^ 
Ministers'  hands  are  forced  by  criticisms 
of  this  sort.  But  take  a  lai^r  view. 
What  would  you  say  is  the  great  change 
which  has  passed  over  Europe  since  the 
older  of  us  were  young  men  1  It  is  this 
tremendous  increase  in  the  burdens 
which  the  necessity  of  self-defence  has 
cast  upon  every  nation  of  the  worid. 
That  burden  goes  on  gettmg  higher  and 
higher ;  a  la^er  and  larger  part  of  the 
population  is  devoted  to  military  ser- 
vice ;  more  and  more  money  has  to  be 
spent  in  the  provision  of  the  mechanical 
appu'atus  of  war ;  and,  as  the  conquests 
of  science  are  extended,  not  only  are  all 
previous  efforts  determifled  to  be  ob- 
solete and  have  to  be  thrown  away  and 
something  new, introduced  in  their  place, 
but  a  lai^er  and  larger  proportion  of  the 
public  wealth  has  to  be  devoted  to  this 
unremuneratire  purpose.  The  burdai 
has  become  so  serious  to  many  nations 
that  many  have  thought  that  the  day 
will  come  when  nations  will  rather  rush 
into  war  and  provoke  a  decision  once  for 
all  than  continue  to  groan  under  the 
sufferings  which  modem  necessity  forces 
upon  them.  I  do  not  say  that  arbitra- 
tion would  put  an  end  to  this ;  but  while 
the  evil  is  growing  sxirely  it  is  our  duty 
to  make  an  effort,  as  time  and  oppor* 
tunity  offer,  to  provide  some  system 
which  shall  be  in  some  degree  a  substi- 
tute for  this  ruinous  necessity,  and  so 
apply  to  public  war  that  remedy  which 
was  applied  by  the  same  means  to 
private  war  many  centuries  ago.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  measure  we  have  taken 
will  be  principally  valuable  in  this — that 
it  will  lead  to  other  measures  of  the  same 
kind,  and  that  we — those  of  us  who  live 
— shall  have  the  advantage  of  seeing  the 
necessity  for  these  vast  armaments 
gradually  disappear  before  the  growth  of 
that  which  we  have  b^un,  within  the 
bounds  of  our  own  nation,  to  regard  as 
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a  necesaitj  of  civilised  life — ^the  substitu- 
tion of  judicial  decisions  for  the  coarse 
arbitrament  of  force.  [Cheert-I  Thia, 
my  Lords,  if  we  achieve  it,  will  be  an 
achievement  on  which  it  will  be  pleasant 
to  look  back,  i  I  hope  that  this  effort, 
small  as  it  isj  will  be  successful,  and  that 
othOTS  -win  have  the  privilege  of 
carrying  it  out  still  further  and  of 
making  its  efficacy  still  greater.  \Ckeert.'\ 

LoBO  CASTLETOWN  said  that  no 
mention  was  made  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
of  the  finding  of  the  Commission  on 
Financial  Kelations.  But  as  he  under- 
stood that  that  omission  was  a  matter  of 
Parliamentary  procedure,  he  and  his 
Friends  should  not  raise  the  question  at 
present.  The  matter  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  people  in  Ireland,  and,  in- 
deed, to  both  countries ;  and,  therefore, 
he  and  his  Friends  had  decided  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  put  down  a  notice  on 
the  Paper  and  bring  it  forward  for  dis- 
cussion at  an  early  and  oonvenient  date. 

LoED  MONTEAGLE  desired  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  Irish  measures  which  were 
to  be  brought  forward.  He  regretted 
that  the  only  Bill  to  which  allusion  was 
made  besides  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
Bill  was  ranked  among  those  which  were 
to  be  dealt  wit&  if  time  permitted  One 
of  the  most  presdng  of  Irish  questions — 
the  provision  of  University  education  for 
Catholics — ^was  not  even  mentioned, 
though  the  grievance  had  been  admitted 
for  more  than  20  years.  As  an  Irish 
Liberal  Unionist,  he  thought  it  most  im- 
portant that  such  a  question  should  be 
dealt  with  by  a  Unionist  Government. 
As  to  the  measure  for  constituting  a 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  Ireland,  much 
disappointment  had  been  caused  in  Ire- 
land by  the  employment  of  the  word 
"  Board,"  which  had  in  Ireland  a  special 
significance.  It  meant  a  Dublin  Castle 
bureau,  and  was  accordingly  regarded 
with  great  suspicion  by  the  great  mass 
of  the  population.  He  wished  to  urge 
on  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
old  lines  should  not  be  followed  in  the 
appointment  of  this  Board;  that  it 
should    not    be    made  subservient 
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to  Dublin  Castle;  that  it  should 
be  framed  to  command  the  confi- 
dence of  the  gr^t  bulk  of  the  a^- 
cultural  population,  and  to  attract  the 
popular  imagination  some  representative 
element  should  be  introduced.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  approach  the 
question  in  a  broad  and  libend  spirit. 

Motion  agreed  to,  nemine  dittentientej 
and  dordered  to  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty  1:^  the  Lords  with  White  Staves. 


CHAIRMAN   OF  COMMITTEES. 
The  Earl  of  Morley  appointed,  neminf 
ditsentiente,  to  take  the  Chair  in  all 
Committees   of   this   House   for  this 
Session. 


COMMITTEE  FOB  PBIVILE0E8. 
Appointed. 


SUB-CGMMITTEE  FOB  THE  JOURNALS. 
Appointed. 


STOPPAaES  IN  THE  STREETS. 
Order  to  prevent,  renewed. 


APPEAL  COMMITTEE. 
Appointed. 


INDIA 

(SUPERANNUATION  ALLOWANCE). 

Copy- of  Correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  and  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majest/a 
Treasury  regarding  the  superannuation, 
allowance  of  Major-General  Sir  Owen 
Tudor  Bume,  G.C.I.E.,  K.C.S.L :  Address 
for  (The  Earl  of  Oiulow). 

House  adjourned  at    Half-part  8u 
o'clodc,   to  Thursday  ■ 
Quart*  past  Four  o'docfc 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuciday,  19th  January  1897. 


The  House  met  at  Tvo  of  the  Clock. 

Uessage  to  attend  the  Ix)rd«  Com- 

miasionera  by  Black  Bod. 

The  House  went,  and,  having  returned, 

Us.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  House 
tb.1t  ho  had  issued  during  the  Recess 
WsrrantB  for  New  "Writs  for, — 

Borough  of  Bradford  (East  Division) 
*.  Henry  Byron  Reed,  esquire,  deceased. 

County  of  Torfc,  North  Riding  (Cleve- 
land Division)  v.  Henry  Fell  Pease, 
esquire,  deceased. 


NEW  WRITS. 

For  the  City  of  Salisbury,  v.  Edward 
Henry  Hulse,  esquire.  Manor  of  North- 
•tead.— f'^tr  William  Walrond.) 

County  of  Forfar,  v.  James  Martin 
White,  esquire,  Chiltem  Hundreds, — 
(Mr.  Thomas  Ellis.) 


ELECTIONS. 

Ordered, — ^That  all  Members  who  are 
returned  for  two  or  more  places  in  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  do  make 
their  election  for  which  of  the  places  they 
will  serve,  within  one  week  after  it  shall 
appear  that  there  is  no  question  upon 
the  Return  for  that  place ;  and  if  any- 
thing shall  come  in  question  touching 
the  Return  or  Election  of  any  Member, 
be  is  to  withdraw  during  the  tim^  the 
matter  is  in  debate;  and  that  all  Mem- 
bers returned  upon  double  Returns  do 
withdraw  till  their  Returns  are  de- 
tOTnined. 

Resolved, — ^That  no  Peer  of  the  Realm, 
except  such  Peers  of  Ireland  as  shall  for 
the  tune  being  be  actually  elected,  and 
Bhall  not  have  declined  to  serve,  for  any 
county,   city,   or   borough    of  Great 


Britfun,  hath  any  r^jlit  to  give  his  vote 
in  the  Election  of  any  Member  to  serve 
in  Parliament. 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  tbb  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sib  Mior&k.  Hicks  Bucb, 
Bristol,  W.),  moved:  — 

"  That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liber- 
ties  and  urivilegen  of  the  CotninooB  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of  Parliament 
or  other  Peer  or  Prelate,  not  being  a  Peer  of 
Ireland  at  the  time  elected,  and  not  having 
decliDed  to  serve  for  any  county,  city,  or 
borough  trf  Great  Britain,  to  concern  hbnaeU 
in  the  Election  of  Membcn  to  serre  for  the 
Commons  in  Parliament,  except  only  any  Peer 
of  Ireland,  at  such  Elections  in  Great  Britain 
respectively  where  such  Peer  shall  appear  as  a 
candidate,  or  by  himself,  or  any  others,  be 
proposed  to  be  ^ected ;  or  for  any  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant or  Governor  of  any  county  to  avail  him- 
self of  any  authoritv  derived  from  his  Commis- 
sion, to  influence  the  Election  of  any  Member 
to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament" 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Thanet), 
rising  amid  the  cheers  of  the  Irish 
Members,  said  he  desired  to  ask  the  Gov- 
ernment whether  they  were  of  opinion 
that  any  good  object  was  served — [cheers] 
— by  the  retentioa  upon  the  Order  Book 
of  the  House  of  a  ResolutioA  which  it 
was  notorious  must  be  evaded,  which  the 
House  had  no  means  of  enforcii^,  tmd 
which  he  thought  scarcely  redounded  to 
the  credit  or  the  dignity  of  the  House. 
He  questioned  whether  the  House  would 
do  right  to  E^ain  assent  to  this  Motion 
and  expressed  his  readiness  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  in  r^^d  to  it. 
[Cheers.]  He  objected,  to  the  House 
passing  any  resolution  at  all  with  regard 
to  the  alleged  interf^noe  of  peers  in 
elections. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  334; 
Noes,  68. — (Division  List,  No.  1.) 

Resolved, — That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  been  elected  or  returned 
a  Member  of  this  House,  or  endeavoured 
so  to  be,  1^  Bribery,  or  any  other  cor- 
rupt practices,  this  House  wiU  proceed 
with  the  utmost  severity  against  all  such 
persons  as  shall  have  been  wilfully  con- 
cerned in  such  Bribery  or  other  corrupt 
practices. 


WITNESSES. 
Resolved, — That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  been  tampering  with 
any  Witness,  in  respect  of  his  evidence  to 
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foe  given  to  this  House,  or  any  Com- 
mittee thereof,  or  directly  or  indirectly 
hath  endeaToured  to  deter  or  hinder  any 
person  from  appearing  or  giving  evi- 
dence, the  same  is  declared  to  be  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanoiir ;  and  this  House 
will  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity 
against  such  offender. 

Resolved, — That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  given  false  evidence  in 
any  case  before  this  House,  or  any  Com- 
mittee thereof,  this  House  will  proceed 
with  the  utmost  severity  against  such 
offender. 


METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

Ordered, — That  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Police  of  the  Metropolis  do  take  care 
that,  dxiring  the  Session  of  Parliament, 
the  passages  through  the  streets  leading 
to  this  House  be  kept  free  and  open,  and 
that  no  obstruction  be  permitted  to 
hinder  the  passage  of  Honbers  to  and 
from  this  House,  and  that  no  disorder  be 
allowed  in  Westminster  E^,  or  in  the 
passf^B  leading  to  this  House,  during 
the  sitting  of  Parliament,  and  that  there 
be  no  annoyance  therein  or  thereabouts ; 
and  that  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending 
this  House  do  communicate  this  Order  to 
the  Commissioners  aforesaid. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDmaS. 

Ordered, — That  the  Votes  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  this  House  be  printed,  being 
first  perused  by  Mr.  Speaker;  and  that 
he  do  appoint  the  printing  thereof ;  uid 
that  no  person  but  such  as  he  shall  ap- 
point do  presume  to  print  the  same. 


PRIVILEOEa 

Ordered,— That  a  Committee  of 
Privileges  be  appointed. 


OUTLAWRIES  BILL. 

For  the  more  effectual  preventing 
Clandestine  Outlawries,  read  the  first 
time  J  to  be  read  a  second  time. 


Judwtiwrt  ( Inland).  40 

JOURNAL. 
Ordered, — ^That  the  Journal  of  this 
House,  from  the  end  of  the  last  Session 
to  the  end  of  the  present  Session,  with 
an  Index  thereto,  be  printed. 

Ordered, — That  750  copies  of  the  said 
Journal  and  Index  be  printed  by  the  ap-  ^ 
pointment  and  under  the  direction  of  Sr 
Reginald  Francis  Douce  Palgrave,  E.CB., 
the  Clerk  of  this  House. 

Ordered, — ^That  the  said  Journal  and 
Index  be  printed  by  such  Person  as  shall 
be  licensed  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  that  do  ! 
oth^  Person  do  presume  to  print  the  \ 
same. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
Captain  Ronald  Henry  Fulke  Greville, 
commonly  called  the  Hon.  Ronald  HenF7 
Fulke  Greville,  for  Borough  of  Bradford, 
(East  Division). 


COAL  TABLES. 
Copy  ordered  of  Statement  showing 
the  production  and  consumption  of  Coal,  | 
and  the  number  of  persons  employed  iu 
Coal  production,  in  the  principal  coun-  | 
tries  of  the  world,  in  each  year  from  | 
1883  to  1895,  as  far  as  the  particului  i 
can  be  stated. — {Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.—  ■ 
[No.  1.] 


CIVIL  CONTINGENCIES  FUND,  1895^  | 

Copy  ordered. 

"of  Accounts  showiog, — 

(1.)  The  Receiptsand  Payments  inconsK- 

tion  with  the  Fund  in  the  je«r  etuW 

the  3lBt  day  of  March,  1896 ; 
(2.)  The  Distribntion  of  the  Capital  of  the 

Fund  at  the  commencement  and  clow 

of  the  year; 
together  with  the  Correspondence  with  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  tSenentl  thereon."—  i 
[Mr.  Hanhury.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed — 
[No.  1.] 


SUPREME  COURT  OP  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  ordered, 
"  of  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Paymentai  of 
the  Acootmtant-Genend  of  the  Si^reme  Court 
erf  Judicature  in  &^nd,  in^rati^    the  Fimdi 
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a  Sutora  in  the  said  Court,  in  tba  year  to  the 
30tli  day  of  September,  1896,  tofcether  with  a 
^tement  of  Lubilitdes  and  Aaseta  and  parti- 
cnUn  of  Secarittea  in  Court,  on  the  30t&  day 
«<  September,  1896."— (Jt^'''  Bwibury.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. — 
[No.  3.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
(BALLOT  FOB  BILLS  ASJ>  NOTICES  OF 
MOTIONS). 

Thk  first  lord  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  i.  Balvour,  Manchester, 
K.)  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
move — 

"  That  no  Bills,  other  than  Government  Bills, 
be  introduced  to.  onticipatioQ  of  the  Ballot, 
and  that  all  Members  who  desire  to  Ballot, 
vbetber  for  Bills  or  Motions  for  the  first  four 
Tuesdays  of  tiie  Session,  do  hand  in  thor 
names  at  the  Table  dmins  the  sitting  of  tiie 
Home  on  the  6rBfc  or  second  day  of  the  Session, 
sal  Uiat  a  Cimy  of  mch  NotiOM  be  handed  in 
at  the  latest  during  the  sitting  the  House 
on  the  third  day  ot  the  Session: 

"That  the  Ballot  for  the  precedence  of  the 
nid  Bills  and' Motions  be  taken  on  the  third 
di^  of  the  Seasion  at  a  convenient  time  and 
place  to  be  appointed  1^'  Mr.  Spedur : 

"Tint  thia  Iteaolntion  be  a  Standing  Order 
af  tiw  Honae^'* 


certain  militaty  works  and  other  milituy 
services.  [(7A«r*.] 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  roE  IRE- 
LAND (Bin.  Gbbald  Balpour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  b^  to  give  notice  that  on 
Thursday  I  will  move  for  leave  to  bring 
ia  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  Ireland  and  for  other 
purposes.  \Che€rs.'\ 
•Thb  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mb.  Graham 
MuBBAT,  Buteshire) :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  on  Thursday  I  will  move  for  leare 
to  bring  in  a  BiU  to  consolidate  and 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  public 
health  in  Scotland.   ["  Hear,  hear  I "] 


GOVERNMENT  BILLS. 

Thb  first  LORD  or  thb  TREA- 
SURY, amid  Ministerial  oheers,  said; 
I  b^  to  give  notice  that  on  l^ursday 
next  I  will  more  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  aiding  Tcduntaiy  sdiooLs. 
{Ch€er».) 

Thb  SECRETARY  op  STATE  pob  thb 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sm  Matojbw 
Whitb  Ridlbt,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  beg  to  give  notice  that  on  an  early 
day  I  will  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  law  of  compensation 
to  workmen  ivt  injuries  sustained  in  the 
exercise  <rf  their  emplt^ment 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sm 
Richard  Wbbstbb,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  beg 
to  give  notice  that  on  Thuraday  I  will 
aak  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  law  of  evidence  in  criminal  cases. 
•Thb  under  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
roB  WAR  (Mr.  Bbodbick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  give  notice  that  on  Thurs- 
day next  I  will  ask  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  BiU  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of 


OSDEBS  OP  THE  DAT. 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACTOUS  SPEECH. 

[pntST  DAT.] 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  Speech,  and  read  it  to  the  House. 

Viscount  FOLKESTONE  (Wilton, 
Wilts),  who  wore  the  uniform  of  a 
major  of  the  1st  Witts  Rifle  Volunteers, 
rose  to  move  an.  Address  in  reply  to  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Tlux>ne.  He 
said  he  deured  at  once  to  ask  the  kind 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  he  ful- 
filled the  difficult  task  which  had  been 
placed  in  his  hands,  and  he  did  so  with 
the  utmost  sincerity  and  with  the 
greater  hope  that  the  House  would  grant 
it  since  he  had  never  yet  intervened  in 
its  debates  during  the  time  he  had  had 
the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  the 
House.  The  assurances  which  Her 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  gave  them  as 
r^arded  foreign  affairs  were  such  as 
would,  he  felt  sure,  commend  them- 
selves to  the  House.  Tbssy  were,  in 
every  instance  almost,  satisfactory. 
There  was,  perhaps,  one  instance  in 
which  the  epithet  satisfactory  could  only 
be  used  in  qualified  terms,  for  while  he 
thought  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country  were  satisfied  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  adopted  a 
wise  and  prudent  policy  with  regard  to 
the  abominable  massacres  in  Turkey,  no 
one  could  look  even  on  the  |vesent  state 
of  affairs  in  that  unfortunate  country 

[Fwit  Bay. 
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with  satisfaction.  [Cheats.]  It  was  his 
hope,  as  (it  was  the  expressed  hope  of 
eyery  one,  that  the  Powers  might  find 
means  in  a  very  short  time  to  deal 
effectively  with  the  questiom  which  were 
troubling  that  counta7,  and  mi^ht  be 
able  to  place  before  the  Sultan  such 
reforms  as  would  secure  to  the  people 
of  his  domimona,  both  Christian  and 
Mahomedan,  thorough  peace  and  tho- 
rough security.  ICheers.]  He  felt  sure 
the  House  would  agree  that  the  cam- 
paign which  had  recently  been  brought 
to  a  successful  issue  in  the  Soudan  re- 
flected the  very  greatest  credit,  not  only 
upon  the  troops,  but  upon  the  officers 
of  the  force  which  undertook  that  cam- 
pugn.  [Cheers.]  He  thought  it  might 
be  looked  upon  with  the  greatest  grati- 
fication by  the  Khedive,  who,  with  the 
advice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
undertook  the  campaign,  and  with  legi- 
timate pride  on  their  own  parts  since 
they  knew  that  the  efficiency  of  the  force 
was  largely,  if  not  entirely,  owing  to 
the  work  done  by  British  officers. 
[Cfieers.]  He  was  heartily  glad  to  see 
in  the  Speech  the  reference  to  a  further 
advance  which  might  possibly  occur  in 
the  future.  [C/ieert]  Hon.  Members 
would  have  noticed  the  report  which 
General  Kitchener  had  recently  brought 
back  from  the  province  of  Dongola,  and 
which  proved  what  a  great  blessing  the 
occupation  of  the  province  had  ali^ady 
become  to  the  people  living  there.  It 
showed  also  that  there  was  a  prospect 
of  doing  the  very  greatest  amount  of 
good  in  the  oountiy,  and  of  bringing  to 
the  population  there  increased  comfort 
and  prosperity.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
it  might  not  be  long  before  they  saw  the 
E^ptian  troops  carrying  the  advance 
further  into  the  Soudan  to  recover  those 
provinces  which  Egypt  had  lost  in  past 
times.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  He  thought 
they  would  be  doing  their  duty  in  sup- 
porting that  movement,  because  in  that 
way  they  would  be  putting  an  end  to  per- 
haps one  of  the  most  barbarous  tyran- 
nies that  any  country  had  ever  suffered 
und^,  and  restoring  to  thoao  fertile  pro- 
vinces the  great  blessings  of  peace  and 
civilisation.  [Cheers.]  The  whole  coun- 
try, he  was  sure,  would  congratulate  Her 
Majesty's  Cfdvemment  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  on  the  very 
felicitous  ending  to  their  n^otiations 
in  reference  to  Venezuela.  [Cheers.]  It 
Viscount  Folkestone, 


was  not  only  of  the  utmost  satisfaction 
to  everyone  that  the  question  of  boun- 
dary between  Venezuela  and  British 
Guiana  should  be  settled  by  arbitration, 
though  that  in  itself  was  a  most  impor- 
tant matter,  but  he  ventured  to  think 
that  this  country  and  the  people  of  the 
world  would  have  reason  in  the  future 
to  be  proud  of  the  steps  which  had  been 
taken  in  the  direction  of  international 
peace  by  this  Treaty  of  Arbitration 
between  themselves  and  the  United 
States.  [Cheers.]  It  was  the  fervent 
hope  of  everyone  that  the  American 
Legislature  would  see  fit  to  ratify  the 
Treaty,  and  when  they  had  done  so  he 
thoi^ht  it  possible  that  they  might  look 
fonrard  to  the  time  when  other  coun- 
tries and  nations  would  follow  the 
example  and  give  up  altogether  the 
bloody  arbitrament  of  war  in  favour  of 
universal  peace,  which  would  enable  the 
peoples  of  the  world  to  extend  their 
civilisation  and  to  improve  their  proB- 
pecta  for  the  comfort  and  well-being  of 
all  humanity.  [Cheers.]  In  common 
with  everyone  else,  he  was  heartily  glad 
that  the  rebellion  in  Matabeleland  and 
Mashonaland  had  come  to  an  end.  It 
was,  of  course,  only  a  question  of  time 
as  to  when  the  rebellion  would  be  put 
down,  and  the  only  thing  they  had  to 
r^ret  was  that  many  noble  Uvea  which 
could  ill  be  spared  had  been  lost 
in  its  suppression.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
'  Everybody  must  have  heard  with  the 
'  deepest  regret  of  the  awful  calamity 
'  which  had  fallen  upon  India,  and,  while 
at  present,  perhaps,  he  was  hardly  in  a 
position  to  estimate  the  full  intensity  of 
the  disaster,  he  felt  convinced  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  India,  would  make  every 
endeavour  and  take  'every  possible  step 
to  mitigate  the  sufferings  the  poor  people 
in  India  must  endure.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "] 
Turning  to  the  legislative  measures  men- 
tioned in  the  Queen's  Speech,  he  rejoiced 
greatly  that  in  the  forefront  of  the  pro- 
gramme appeared  the  question  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools.  [Cheers,]  Both 
sides  of  the  House  must  share  the  feeling 
that  it  was  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done  to  maintain  these  schoi^U 
in  their  position — ["hear"]— *nd  he 
hoped  that  the  controversies  which  had 
taken  place  would  allow  the  completion 
within  a  short  period  of  time  of  .the  work 
to  which  the  Govemmrait  had  set -their 
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hinds.  He  ■  held  it  to  be  absolutelj 
seeeasary  that  something  should  be  done 
to  save  those  schools  from  extinction,  and 
in  the  action  they  were  taking  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  only  fulfilling 
plages  which  muiy  Members  on  that 
dde  of  the  House  gave  to  their  supporters 
at  the  last  Genwal  Election.  ["  Hear, 
hear!"]  There  would  be  f^reement,  no 
doabt,  on  both  sides  of  the  House  as  to 
the  necessity  for  a  measure  which  would 
protect  the  workman  from  the  results  of 
icddent  in  his  employment,  and  he  had 
confidence  the  Government  would  deal 
with  the  subject  of  Eimployers'  Liability 
in  a  spirit  fair  to  employers  and 
employed,  yet  not  interfering  with  the 
freedom  of  workpeople.  The  first  duty 
of  a  Government  was  to  provide 
adequately  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
— ["  hear,  hear  "] — and,  inasmuch  as  the 
Goremment  had  devoted  a  large  portion 
of  last  Session  to  the  needs  of  the  Navy, 
it  was  only  right  now  to  turn  to  the 
Amy  and  complete  our  defensive  system. 
Whatever  might  be  the  future  of  this 
country,  and  though  he  might  hope  that 
treaties  of  arbitration  might  avert  the 
probabilities  of  war,  it  was  nevertheless 
ander  present  circumstances  absolutely 
necessary  that  we  should  make  ourselves 
strong  in  a  position  of  defence,  so  that 
our  commerce  should  proceed  unimpeded 
and  our  resources  should  not  fail.  As 
Hembor  for  an.  (^cultural  constituency 
he  realised  the  advantages  of  the  in- 
Btitutioa  of  a  Board  of  i^iculture.  In 
extending  such  an  institution  to  Ireland 
the  Government  were  acting  in  a  wise 
mid  statesmanlike  manner,  .and  he  felt 
nire  that  Irish  agriculturists  wotdd  bene- 
fit by  this  action.  Fully  he  acknowledged 
the  great  benefit  which  the  Government 
had  given  to  agriculture  in  this  country 
by  the  work  of  last  Session.  ["Hear, 
hMr,"  and  lauffhterJ]  Hon.  Gentlemen 
might  lai^h,  but  he  ventured  to  think 
that  one  who  spent  most  of  his  time 
UMmg  agricultural  people  had  better 
opportunity  of  forming  a  judgment  on 
the  subject  than  those  whose  experience 
and  interest  were  chiefly  concerned  with 
towns.  ["  Hear !  "J  He  fully  recognised 
the  magnanimous  spirit  of  the  Govern- 
tuent  towards  agriculture,  and,  at  the 
risk  of  being  thought  presumptious,  he 
hoped  that  time  and  the  general  disposi- 
tion of  the  House  would  allow  of  tiie 
QUMores  indicated  in  the  lattar  pint  of 


the  Queen's  Speech  being  proceeded  with. 
There  was  much  in  the  Speech  that 
would  give  general  satisfaction,  including 
the  statement  as  to  the  present  state  of 
foreign  affairs  and  the  modesty  of  the 
programme  of  measures  to  be  proceeded 
with.  He  was  extremely  proud  of  being 
intrusted  with  the  duty,  of  moving  the 
Address  in  rej^y  to  Speech  at  this 
period  so  near  the  completion  of  the 
60th  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  He  moved  that  Address  with 
the  most  sincere  feelings  of  loyal  affec- 
tion towards  Her  Majesty,  fully  sensible 
as  he  was  that  the  feelings  of  the  people 
of  this  country  and  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects all  over  the  world  were  of  the 
deepest  reverence  and  loyalty.  [Oheera.] 
It  was  his  ardent  wish  that  Her  Majesty 
might  long  be  spared  to  reign  over  her 
great  Empire  wisely  and  jusUy  as  in  the 
past.  [ChettnA  He  fomuUy  moved  the 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Speech. 

*Mb.  ALFRED  LYTTBLTON  (Warwick 
and  Leamington),  who  was  attired  in 
Court  dress,  seconded  the  motion.  It 
was  difficult,  he  said,  at  such  a  moment 
not  to  think  of  the  great  changes  which 
had  passed  over  the  country  during  the 
long  and  illustrious  reign  of  Her  Majesty, 
^nd  by  contrast  the  present  l^slative 
proposals  might  appear  unheroic  when 
the  great  changes  of  this  long  reign  were 
remembered.  This  was,  however,  but  a 
superficial  view.  The  reign  had  seen  the 
establishment  of  the  power  of  democracy, 
and  naturally  enough  the  problems  of 
to-day  differed  widely  from  the  problems 
which  confronted  the  Statesmen  of  the 
past.  At  the  present  time  thera  was  no 
great  fear  of  privilege,  and  no  Briton 
hod  any  substantial  fear  of  the 
action  of  an  imperious  nobility  or 
the  influence  of  a  tyrannous  Church. 
Few  would  deny  the  importance 
of  the  group  of  subjects  the  GoTOm- 
ment  proposed  to  deal  with.  It  wotdd 
be  generally  agreed  that  it  was  important 
to  improve  our  system  of  national  educa- 
tion without  impairing  religious  indivi- 
duality, to  maintain  our  industrial  great- 
ness, and  yet  continue  to  improve  the 
lot  of  the  craftsman,  and  consolidate 
national  strength  and  yet  increase 
respect  for  the  rights  of  other  countries. 
The  Government  struck  at  the  heart  of 
such  problems  by  Bills  to  maintain 
Voluntary  Schools,  regulating  Employers' 
Liability,  and  increasing  Nati<mal  Anoa- 
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mentB,  and  at  the  aame  time  concluding 
a  Treaty  of  Arbitration  with  America. 
Upon  this  and  other  subjects  men- 
tioned he  was  sanguine  enough  to 
hope  that  the  discusBions  would  be  in 
the  spirit  of  those  mentioned  by  Carlyle 
as  having  taken  place  between  himself 
and  Sterling — "  Except  in  opinion  not 
disagreeing."  [LaughUr.l  The  diaciu- 
sions  of  last  year  on  the  BiUf  conduoted 
with  so  much  ability  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  seemed  to  him  to  win 
some  questions  affecting  Eiducation  and 
Reform  from  the  region  of  controversy. 
He  did  not  think  aSter  the  discussions 
that  had  taken  place  that  anyone  would 
say  that  Voluntary  Schools  should  not 
be  subsidised.  Nor  would  anyone  deny 
that  the  process  euphemistically  termed 
the  painless  extinction  of  the  Voluntary 
Schools  was  really  the  painful  extinc- 
tion of  the  efficient  education  of  several 
generations  of  children,  for  ,it  was 
obvious  that  if  they  allowed  jtheir 
schools  to  be  extinguished  in  this  way, 
the  children  who  attended  them  must 
during  that  time  be  lamentably  impaired 
in  their  education.  The  immense  diffi- 
culty and  complexity  of  the  subject 
should  persuade  reasonable  men  that 
even  with  the  best  Government  legiti- 
mate, grievuices  might  be  left.  But  at 
least  they  might  expect  and  might  hope 
that  the  debates  upon  the  subject  might 
not  provoke  the  satire  which  Bishop 
Warburton  was  heard  to  mutter  after 
hearing  a  debate  on  the  Test  Acts :  — 

"  It  seems  to  me  orthodoxy  u  my  doxy,  and 
heterodoj^  ib  another  mans  do^." 

With  regard  to  the  Employers'  Liability 
question  it  was  well  known  that  the  Bill 
of  1880  modified  the  doctrine  of  com- 
mon employment  and  increased  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  employers,  but  the 
result  had  been  to  suggest  many  ques- 
tions of  very  great  difficulty  for  the 
Courts.  There  hact  been  an  immense 
increase  of  litigation  ^on  this  subject, 
and  a  measure  which  in  point  of  fact 
was  designed  to  compensate  meritorious 
and  suffering  workmen  has  been  a  source 
of  great  benefit  to  a  class,  meritorious 
indeed,  and  alleged  to  be  suffering — ^he 
meant  the  members  of  the  l^al  pro- 
fession. For  himself  he  remembered 
the  way  in  which  the  historian  Gibbon 
when  in  a  dilemma  caused  by  conflict 
between  the  tenderest  passion  and  the 
Mr,  A^red  LytUlUm,. 


most  elementary  duty  solved  the  pro- 
blem— he  sighed  like  a  lover,  but  obeyed 
like  a  son.      If  the  Government  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  a  measure  diminishing 
litigation  he  should  sigh  as  a  lawyer, 
but   would  rejoice  as  a  citizen.  He 
wished  to  say  a  single  word  upon  the 
important  subject  of  the  Treaty  of  Arbi- 
tration.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
supposed  that  the  Treaty  for  a  moment 
indicated  that   En^ishmen  respected 
their  country  less  tiian  they  did  formerly. 
He  ^bdieved  that  the  spirit  of  the  old 
toast  that  was  prevalent  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  century  was  present  still: 
"  Our  Coxmtry  ;  may  she  in  her  relations 
with  foreign  Countries  be  always  right, 
but  oxu-  Country  whether  right  or  wrong." 
He  did  not  think  that  spirit  was  in  aoy 
sense  mitigated  or  diminished   by  the 
fact  that  we  were  willing  to  submit 
difierences  to  peaceful  arbitration,  and 
the  fame  of  the  authors  of  this  Treaty 
which  had  for  the  first  time  placed  upon 
a  permanent  basis  of  arbitration  the 
relations  of  two  great  countries,  should 
indeed  be  undying.    He  thought  there 
were  few  of  them,  when  they  had  seen 
the  papers  upon  the  subject,  but  would 
feel  that  upon  our  side  the  credit  of  this 
great  act  was  mainly  due  to  the  sustained 
exertions  and  great  ability  of  Lord  Sahs- 
buiy.   There  was  one  other  subject  he 
woiUd  like  to  motion.   It  was  the  pro- 
posal to  establish  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
in  breland.    That  was  a  tribute  to  the 
exertions   of   the   Recess  Committee, 
initiated  and  prosided  over  with  such 
signal  ability  by  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Dublin.    He  was  aware  that  events 
had  occurred  which  made  hon.  Members 
less  inclined  to  regard  that  as  a  benefit 
than  they  would  have  done  before,  and 
that  the  attention  of  Irish  Members  was 
engaged  on  another  and  a  far  more 
serious  matter.    Whatever  respect  they 
might  pay  to  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  few  men  ir^o  had  really 
studied  that  Report  would  say  that  that 
Report  was  alwolutely  complete,  and 
that  there  were  not  matters  which 
should  be  fairly  and  fully  investigated 
and  discxiased  befqre  a  final  opinion  was 
formed.   But  he  would  like  to  say,  that  if 
it  were  really  shown  upon  complete  mate- 
rials that  Ireland  ought  under  the  cir* 
cumstances    to    receive    some  exemp- 
tion or   abatement  in  taxation,  the 
Umonist   Party   would   be  perfectly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


49  Majestjft  Uott 


{19  January  1897}        Graeioua  SpeeiA.  60 


willing  and  desirous  not  merely  to 
accord  Ireland  that  jiutioe  which  was 
her  due  but  a  generosity  which  it  ought 
to  be  the.priTil^  of  the  wealthier  coun- 
try to  accord.  Condudii^,  he  said  he 
felt  it  a  great  honour  to  have  had  even 
a  soiaU  part  in  approaching  Her  Majesty 
in  this  the  sixtieth  year  of  her  reign — 
8  reign  which  had,  by  our  exceeding 
good  fortune,  proved  a  stately  bulwark 
^lainst  time,  and  every  year  of  which 
had  recorded  royal  deeds  worthy  of  our 
example  and  our  memory,  deeds  pene- 
trated by  a  living  sympathy  with  her 
mibjects,  especially  the  poorest  of  them, 
the  fruit  in  a  noble  character  of 
suffering  nobly  borne.  If  that  Parlia- 
ment could  catch  something  of  the  sim- 
{dicity  and  the  loftiness  of  her  spirit  he 
thooght  they  might  indeed  feel  and  hope 
that  the  aspiration  of  the  national 
prayer  might  be  in  part  fulfilled,  and 
that  peace  and  happiness,  truth  and 
justice,  religion  and  piety  might  be  for- 
warded by  its  labours.  \Ghtera.'\ 
*SiB  W.  HARCOURT  (Monmouthshire, 
W.),  who  was  received  with  cheers,  said  : 
The  first  and  most  t^eeable  task  that  I 
have  to  perform  is  to  acknowledge,  I  am 
rare  on  the  part  of  this  side  of'  the 
House  no  less  than  upon  thatf  our  sense 
of  the  manner  in  which  this  Address  has 
been  moved  and  seconded  to-night. 
[CAews.]  The  noble  Lord  who  in  so 
graceful  and  excellent  a  manner  went 
through  the  topics  of  the  Speech,  repre- 
sents a  name  well  known  and  long  es- 
teemed in  this  House — \ckeert\ — and  we 
ue  glad  that  that  name  should  again 
be  present  amongst  us.  As  for  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  I  cannot  beat  him 
as  a  neophyte.  \Laughter.'\  It  is  a  name 
well  known  to  fame  in  many  a  field — 
[laughUrl — every  exercise  he  has 
hitherto  attempted  he  has  always  been 
ta  the  first  rank.  I  doubt  not  in  the 
new  arena  upon  which  he  has  entered 
he  will  be  as  distinguished  in  that  field 
to  which  we  are  so  happy  to  welcome 
Hm.  [Cheerg.']  The  first  topic  in  the 
Speech  to  which  I  would  desire  to  ad- 
dress myself  is  that  which  I  think  is  the 
most  important  and  the  most  satisfao- 
toiy.  I  mean  the  relations  of  this 
coontiy  to  the  United  States  of  America. 
[CAeert.]  Friendship  and  goodwill  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  must  always  be  a  first  and  a  car- 
dinal principle  of  English  policy.    I  con- 


gratulate the  Government  upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  differences  which  have 
arisen  in  regard  to  Venezuela.  I  feel 
confident  that  in  the  progress  of  these 
negotiations  the  r^ht  hon.  Grentleman 
opposite  will  acknowled^  that  nothing 
has  been  done  from  this  side  of  the 
House  to  embarrass  the  Government  or 
make  any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  bring- 
ing that  matter  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. \Cheers.'\  Therefore,  I  will  not 
upon  this  occasion  indulge  in  any  criti- 
cisms as  to  the  position  which  might 
have  been  occupied  at  an  earlier  stage  of 
the  negotiations,  because  I  rejoice  so 
much  at  the  settlement  which  has  been 
fin^y  arrived  at.  With  r^;ard  to  the 
general  treaty,  that  is  a  taiatter  of  still 
greater  congratulationi  because  that  is 
a  measure  which  is  intended,  and  I  trust 
will  have,  the  result  of  establishing 
peace  and  good  will  with  America  upon 
a  permanent  footing,  and  not  only  that, 
but  that  it  will  be  an  example,  as  is  said 
in  the  Speech,  and  was  so  well  said  by 
the  noble  Lord,  to  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  that  it  will  have  a  beneficent  effect 
[CA«r«.]  Whatever  else  the  Grovem- 
ment  may  do,  or  may  have  done,  this 
at  least  is  a  work  upon  which  they  may 
be  congratulated,  I  think,  by  everyone, 
and  it  is  a  work  for  which  we  may  give 
them  unstinted  praise.  [Cheert.l  If  it 
does  anythii^  to  remove  or  to  eradicate 
the  spirit  of  suspicion,  of  jealousy,  of 
hatred,  in  international  relations,  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  besetting  sin  of 
our  day  and  generation — ["  hear,  hear !  "J 
— ifmay  do  something  to  relipve  us  from 
the  burden  of  these  senseless  armaments 
which  oppress  the  world — \ckeers\ — and 
which,  I  presume,  is  that  state  of  the 
world  which  is  referred  to  in  the  eco- 
nomical paragraph  of  the  Speech.  [A 
laugh-l  As  President  Cleveland  has  pro- 
perly said,  it  removes  not  only  the  dan- 
ger of  war,  but  it  removes  the  apprehen- 
sion of  war,  when  we  know  that  there 
is  a  peaceful  tribunal  whenever  quarrels 
arise— -["  hear,  hear  I "] — and,  referring 
to  what  has  been  said  by  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  reign  of  Her  Gracious 
Majesty,  I  think  we  nuty  congratulate 
ouivelves  that  the  century,  which  opened 
with  universal  war,  concludes  at  least 
with  this  omen  of  peace.  [CAeer«.]  I 
think  that  no  better  commemoration  of 
the  60th  year  of  the  Queen's  reign  can 
be  found  than  that  the  Government  of 
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the  Empire  over  which  she  rules  should 
have  been  among  the  first  to  set  the 
example  which  is  established  by  this 
Treaty  of  Arbitration.  [Clieers.]  There 
is  infinite  credit  due,  I  think,  to  those 
who  have  accomplished  this  great  work 
— ^first  of  all  to  the  Governments  by 
which  it  was  conceived*  and  also  to  the 
agents  by  whom  it  has  been  aooom- 
plished.  Those  who  have  had  to  watch, 
as  I  hare  had  to  vutch,  the  conduct 
throughout  these  matters  of  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Olney  will  have  recognised  his  real 
desire  for  peace  and  the  great  ability  he 
has  shown — [cheers] — and  when  I  speak 
of  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote  I  speak  of  a 
auan  of  unrivalled  abilities,  of  one  of 
the  most  helpful  and  accomplished  ser- 
vants of  the  Crown.  If  these  are  the 
men  who  have  taken  part  in  this  great 
transaction,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  for- 
get the  labourers  under  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  day  who  prepared  that 
opinion  which  has  been  finally  accom- 
plished.  [Cheers.]  I  cannot  forget  the 
name  of  a  gentleman  no  longer,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  a  member  of  this  House — 
I  mean  Mr.  Crraaer — [cheers] — who, 
through  good  report  and  evil  report, 
when  this  matter  was  the  subject  too  fre- 
quently of  ridicule,  did  so  much  good  in 
this  country  and  in  foreign  countries  to 
forward  the  cause  of  arbitration. 
[Cheers.]  I  now  turn  to  a  topic,  I  am 
sony  to  say,  muck  less  auspicious,  and 
that  is  the  condition  of  South  Africa. 
The  Speech  refers  to  the  deplorable 
events  which  have  there  occurred  and  the 
lives  which  have  been  so  unfortunately 
lost.  The  House  of  Commons  is  going 
to  undertake  an  inquiry  into  the  condi- 
tion of  things  in  South  Africa — a  most 
important  and  responsible  inquiry.  What 
the  nature  and  object  of  that  inquiry  are 
have  been  stated  1^  the  Cobmal  Minis- 
ter in  language  which  leaves  no  doubt 
upon  this  subject.    He  said : 

"  The  true  character  of  the  action  of  those 
who  broke  into  a  foreign  State  which  is  in 
friendly  Treaty  relations  with  Her  Majesty  in 
time  of  peace,  is  an  act  of  war,  or  rather  of 
liUbustenng.  If  it  can  be  proved  that  lipe 
British  South  Africa  Company  set  this  invasion 
in  motion,  or  were  privy  to  this  marauding 
action,  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  at  on -le 
have  to  face  a  demand  that  the  charter  shoold 
be  revoked  and  the  corporation  diwolved." 

Upon  that  statement  by  the  Grovcmment 
the  South  Africa  Company  demanded 
Sir  W.  Uarcowt. 


an  inquiry  in  these  words.  They  re- 
quested Her  Majesty's  Government 

"  to  institute  an  Inquiry,  with  authority  to  call 
for  papers  and  examine  witnesses  on  oath,  into 
the  circnmBtances  under  which  Dr.  Jamews 
borst  into  the  South  Airican  Repablic." 

That  was  the  demand  of  the  company, 
uid  that,  of  course,  will  be  one  of  the 
main  subjects  of  inquiiy  by  the  Com- 
mittee. A  great  deal  hu  happened 
since  that  time,  a  great  deal  Uiat  is 
much  to  be  deplored.  The  native  rising 
has  been  suppressed,  as  is  stated  in  the 
Speech,  but  of  the  condition  of  that 
country  at  present  very  little  is  authen- 
tically known  in  this  countiy.  The 
authority  of  the  Chartered  Company  has 
been  suspended  for  the  present  in  re- 
gard to  all  its  police  and  military 
authority,  and  the  Committee,  of  course, 
will  have  to  consider  the  futurs 
government  and  oiganisation  of 
that  gigantic  territoiy.  These  will 
be  amongst  the  things  into  which 
they  will  have  to  inquire,  but  of 
this  I  feel  confident,  that  the  Committee 
will  address  itself  to  two  main  objects. 
One  object  is  to  restore  the  good  feeling 
and  the  cordiality  between  the  two  races 
which  occupy  South  Africa,  which  have 
been  so  rudely  shaken,  and  upon  whose 
good  will  and  "friendship  the  future  of 
South  Africa  depends.-  That,  I  think, 
will  be  their  first  object.  Their  second 
object  will  be  to  vindicate  in  the  faoe  of 
the  world  the  character  of  this  nation's 
good  faith  in  its  dealings  with  ne^bom<- 
ing  countries,  and  we  shall  repudiate  the 
charge  which  has  been  too  often,  and  I 
believe  falsely,  brought  against  us — ^that 
we  are  wi  Hi  ng  for  o^raudisement 
and  gain  to  eucoiu-age  proceedings 
which  we  are  unable  to  defend. 
[Cheers.]  There  are,  I  believe, 
the  principles  upon  which  a  Committee 
of  this  House  would  act  in  a  matter  of 
this  description.  Then,  Sir,  there  is 
another  subject  .which  is  referred  to  in 
the  Speech  apon  which  we  should  desire} 
and  I  think  are  entitled  to  request,  some 
further  information  from  the  Govoti- 
ment  —  I  mean  with  respect  to  their 
Egyptian  policy.  [CA«er«.]  I  can  oor* 
dially  concur  in  and  associate  myself  with 
the  praise  the  noble  Lord  has  bestowed 
upon  the  military  aspect  of  that  expedi- 
tion, which  has  becm  conducted  with 
great  skill,  with  great  ability,  and  with 
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great  success  by  the  officers  and  the  men 
who  were  engaged  in  that  expedition ; 
but  as  to  the  policy  of  that  expedition 
and  as  to  the  necessity  for  it,  I  for  one, 
and  I  believe  many  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  entertain  exactly  the  same  objec- 
tion we  have  always  entertained.  ["  Hear, 
hear! "]  What  is  ita  real  aim  and  end! 
Thai  is  a  thing  upon  vhioh  there  has 
been  an  amount  of  ofoBcurity  and  mystery 
which  I  think  has  been  extremely 
injurious,  and  we  ought  to  have  some 
much  clearer  explanation  of  what  it  is 
the  Government  are  really  aiming  at. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  We  know  what  was  the 
beginning,  and  we  want  to  know  what  is 
to  be  the  end  of  this  Egyptian  policy. 
The  nearest  thing  to  an  explanation  of 
the  meaning  of  that  expedition  I  have 
seen  was  given  by  Lord  Cromer  in 
October  last  at  the  dinner  giren  to  the 
Sirdar  on  his  return.  This  ia  what  Lord 
Cromer  sfud :  — 

"  In  tmth,  the  primary  object  of  the  campaign 

baa  been  accomplished.  That  object,  I  need 
hardly  remind  yoa,  was  to  relieve  the  presnre 
on  the  Army  ot  a  friendly  nation." 
That  object,  according  to  Lord  Cromer, 
has  been  accomplished.  Therefore,  there 
is  nothing  more  to  do  with  respect  to  it. 
But  there  remains  the  question,  What 
are  the  English  and  %3^tian  interests 
in  this  matter?  First  of  all  as  to  the 
English  interests,  I  read  another  speech 
in  the  recess  with  great  interest  and 
great  satisfaction.  When  I  want  a  good 
piece  of  hard  common  sense  I  generally 
look  out  for  the  speeches  of  the  Cban- 
cdlor  of  the  Exchequer.  [Cheers.] 
1  find  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  speaking  at  Darlington  in 
October,  said :  — 

"What  ha*  been  the  liistory  of  our  mie  in 
^Sypt-  I  do  not  hesitate  to  sav  that,  in  the 
intcreati  of  England  alone,  I  wiah  we  were  not 
in  Eg^t  It  imposes  on  us  a  respooaibiti^ 
vbich  in  vety  conceivable  circumstances  might 
become  »  very  responsibility  indeed  ;  and 
nqnestioitabV  ^t  has  not  improvEKl  the  relations 
bd^nea  ourselves  and  our  neighboors  in 
Piwce." 

That  is  perfectly  correct.  That  is  a  very 
mild  wBy  of  stating  it.  I  desire  to  say 
nothing  more  upon  the  subject  of  English 
interests  in  the  matter.  No  doubt  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
diverged  into  general  philanthropy — 
llaughtery^aad  I  want  .to  ask  now  what 
is  the  E^^tian  interest  in  the  matter. - 
We  are  told  first  that  a  better  frontier 
was  vauted,  that  there  was  an  ahgniing 


enemy  on  the  border  ot  the  old  frontier ; 
but  the  enemy  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  alarming  at  all.  I  do  not  profess 
to  be  a  judge  in  these  matters,  but  I  am 
told  by  those  who  are  that,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  military  frontier,  at  this 
moment  you  have  a  worse  frontier  than 
you  had  before.  Then  it  is  said  that  a  fer^ 
tile  province  has  been  given  back  to  dvili- 
sation;  but  Egypt  has  already  fertile 
provinces  which  are  within  the  borders 
of  civilisation,  but  they  want  one  thin^, 
and  that  is  a  good  deal  of  money  to  be 
spent  on  them.  I  have  read  tlmt  pro- 
jects for  irrigation  and  drainage  in  these 
provinces  have  been  stopped  for  want 
of  money.  Therefore,  in  the  E^ptian 
interest  you  have  to  consider  what  is  to 
be  done.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  You  have 
landed  Egypt  in  a  very  bad  financiid 
position,  from  which  I  umlerstand  it  is  to 
be  redeemed  by  the  assistance  of  the 
English  purse.  But  when  you  talk  of 
what  you  are  going  to  do  I  should  like 
to  ask.  Are  you  going  to  reconquer 
the  Soudan  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
told  us  last  Session  that  that  was  not  in 
contemplation. 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  op  thi  EX- 
CHEQUER: I  spoke  of  last  year. 
[Cheers.] 

*SiB  W.  HARCOURT :  Veiywell;  then 
are  you  going  to  reconquer  it  this  year — 
[rAeers]— and  I  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  for  he  ought  to  know,  are 
you  going  to  do  so  at  the  cost  of  Egypt 
or  of  England?  Everybody  knows,  and 
every  prudent  Statesman  feels,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  said  in  the  passage  I 
have  read,  the  difficulties  and  perils 
which  surround  this  Egyptian  question 
in  connection  with  our  international 
relations  with  the  other  Powers.  A  man 
must  indeed  be  a  fool  who  shuts  his 
eyes  to  those  difficulties.  It  ia  not  the 
few  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  that 
this  expedition  has  cost  you ;  it  is  the 
attitude  of  hostility  in  which  you  have 
placed  yourselves  towards  some  at  least 
of  the  greatest  Powers  of  Europe  that 
costs  you,  not  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds,  but  the  millions  which  are  in- 
volved in  those  armaments  to  which  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  refers,  and  which 
says  the  "  state  of  the  world  "  makes  it 
necessary  for  us  to  keep  up.  But  vhah 
is  t^t  "state  of  the  vorld"  caused  by? 

[Riivt  Dat/L 
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Can  you  say  that  the  E^ptian  question 
is  not  one  of  the  elements  which  has 
brought  about  that  "  state  of  the  world  ?  " 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  No  wonder  ihe  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  wishes,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  British  interests, 
that  we  were  not  in  Egypt,  because 
if  we  were  not  there  he  would 
have  a  great  many  more  millions 
to  dispose  of  than  he  has  at  the 
present  moment.  [A  gesture  of  distent 
from  the  Chancellob  of  the  Eichb- 
QOBR.]  That  may  be  a  matter  of  opin- 
ion, and  my  opinion  is  that  your  anm- 
ments  are  hugely  affected  by  the  occupsr 
tion  of  E^ypti  and  I  believe  that  this 
is  a  conclusion  that  cannot  be  denied. 
How  has  this  enterprise  in  the  Soudan 
im|HY>ved  your  European  relations?  I 
have  heard  the  false  pretence  put  for- 
ward that  it  will  accelerate  the  evacua- 
tion of  Egypt.  But  does  anyone  believe 
thati  [G/ieers.]  Why,  the  people  who 
applaud  that  statement  most  are  those 
who  insist  most  on  our  continued  occupa* 
'  tion  of  E^pt.  In  the  Drummond 
Wolff  Convention  Lord  Salisbuiy  s^ed 
a  Treaty  to  evacuate  Egypt  without  any 
thought  of  conquering  the  Soudan.  At 
that  time  the  idea  did  not  exist  for  a 
moment  that  the  recovery  of  the 
Soudan  was  a  condition  precedent  to 
evacuation,  and  if  that  Treaty  had  been 
curried  out  El^pt  would  have  been  eva- 
cuated without  the  Soudan  being  con- 
quered some  six  or  seven  years  ago. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  What  has  been  the 
immediate  effect  of  this  transaction 
upon  your  relations  )rith  the  European 
Powers  J  I  will  give  the  answer  on  the 
infallible  authority  of  the  Under-Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs.  ["  Hear,  hear ! " 
and  laughter.]  This  is  what  he  said 
at  Southport: — 

"You  will  remember  what  our  position  in 
Egypt  in.  We  hsve  for  tea  yean  been  in 
Egypt,  HQ  to  speak,  not  merely  as  tlie  siurdians 
or  iHX>tectors  of  Egypt,  but  I  miglit  s&noit  say 
as  the  trustees  for  Enn^  of  Egyptian  aa- 
ministration." 

[Cheers  from  the  Government  Benches,] 
You  are  the  trustees  for  Europe.  What 
do  some  of  the  greatest  Powers  in 
Europe  say  to  your  administration 
of  that  trust  ?  Tou  have  appro- 
priated, as  you  supposed,  these  trust 
funds  for  certain  purposes ;  but  Russia 
and  France  have  taken  you  into  Court 
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upon  that  appropriation,  an4  the  decree 
of  the  Court  has  gone  against  ;ou. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "]    We  have  a  right  to 
ask  you  what  you  are  going  to  do  next  I 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]    Are  you  going  to  pro- 
ceed to  reconquer  the  Soudan  out  of  the 
funds  of  Egypt  contrary  to  the  opinioa 
of  two  of  the  greatest  Powers  in  Europe, 
for  whom  you  say  you  are  the  trustees 
in  the  administration  of  Egypt  I  That 
is  a  question  on  which  some  light  ought 
to  he  thrown  by  Her  Uajesly'B  Gotod- 
ment.     ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]     Now  I  pan 
to  a  subject  which  has  deeply  moved  the 
heart  and  conscience  of  this  nation,  upon 
which  I  must  say  I  think  the  language 
of  the  Speech  referring  to  the  massacres 
in  Constantinople  and  Armenia  is  ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory.      [Cheers.]  It 
does  not  express  all  that  the  country 
desired  to  hear  on  this  subject  from  the 
Government  of  the  Queen.  [Cheert.\ 
The  massacres  first  b^n  more  than 
twelve  months        and  have  been  going 
on,  more  or  less,  oonstantfy  ever  since, 
and  what  the  Speech  saya  is  that  the 
Government  have  called  the  special 
attention  of  the  Powers  to  them.  Well, 
they  have  done  that  for  a  very  long 
time,  and  have  induced  the  Powers  to 
make  the  present  condition  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire  the  subject  of  special  con- 
sideration.   We  know  that  special  con- 
sideration has  been  going  on  for  monthn 
— I  might  almost  say  for  years — and  all 
we  are  told  at  the  end  is  that  the  con* 
ferences  which  the  six  AmbassadorB  have 
been  instructed  to  hold  are  still  pro- 
ceeding.   Twelve  months  ago  we  wm 
led  to  believe — I  have  no  doubt  with 
perfect  conviction  on  his  part — by  the 
prime  Minister  that  there  was  a  pros- 
pect of  effective   action   to  restrain 
Turkey  from  the  cruel  oppression  of  the 
Armenians,  but  those  hopes  have  not 
been  fulfilled.    On  the  contrary,  in  the 
year  just  concluded  we  have  witnessed  the 
most  atrocious  crimes,  both  in  Asia  and 
Constantinople,  of  which  recent  histoir 
affords  no  similar  examines.  The  Powors 
of  Europe  have  remonstrated  with  INir- 
key  on  the  subject.     Those  remon- 
strances have  been  treated  with  con- 
tempt and  defiance  by  the  principal 
offender.     Those  who  perpetrated  the 
massacres  of  the  past  have  enjoyed,  and 
are  still  enjoying,  perfect  immunity,  and 
for  anything  we  know  to  the  oontraiy 
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thefe  may  be  massacres  to-morrow  per- 
petrated with  equal  seeurily.  ["Hear, 
liear!*3  I  am  fiff  from  charging  the 
Goremment  with  indifferoice  to  these 
horrible  events.  I  believe  that  they 
hsTO  been  sincerelj  desirous  to  do  what 
in  them  lay  to  restrain  a  ruler  who  is 
restraiDed  by  no  sentiments  of  humanity 
or  of  policy.  ["  Hear,  hear  "  from  the 
Government  Bmehet.}  Bat  tibe  country 
hts  a  to  expect,  and  it  is  expecting 
from  the  Government  an  explanation 
vby  the  influence  of  Great  Britain  has 
proved  so  inefiectual.  But  beyond  a 
few  vague  statements  we  know  nothing 
at  all  with  r^ard  to  the  subject.  We 
are  told  by  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  that  we  must  restrain 
onr  troublesome  curiosity.  But  this  is 
a  matter  which  touches  too  deeply  the 
hurt  and  the  honour  of  the  country 
to  be  allowed  to  repose  in  the  secret 
of  the  bosom  of  the  Und^ 
Secretaiy,  or  in  the  red  boxes  by  which 
he  is  surrounded.  ["Hear,  hear  I"] 
We  must  have  some  statemeqt  as  to 
That  has  been  done,  what  is  being  done, 
and  what  is  likely  to  be  the  consequence 
of  our  action.  We  have  no  very  good 
grounds  for  trusting  the  policy  of  the 
Foreign  Office  in  this  matter.  I  am  not 
tpe&king  of  the  presrait  policy  of  the 
Foreign  Office  alone,  but  of  the  Eastern 
policy  of  the  last  40  years.  We  see  now 
^baX  has  become  of  that  polii^.  The 
Goremmait,  so  fax  as  they  have  spoken, 
have  pleaded  their  inaction  in  this 
mattK  as  a  consequence  of  the  paraly- 
sia  of  Europe.  But  what  is  the  cause  of 
that  paralysis.  I  think  we  are  bound  to 
ask  ourselves  how  far  our  own  policy  is 
responsible  for  that  paralysis.  ["  Hear, 
heart"]  It  is  stated  that  the  inaction 
of  the  Powers  of  Europe  is  due  to  the 
rdiutanoe  of  Russia  to  act  in  this 
matter.  But  thore  was  a  time  when 
Buna  was  perfectly  prepared  to  act, 
whMi  Busaia  was  the  natural  protector 
nl  the  Armenians  in  Ama  Minor,  and  it 
was  by  the  action  of  this  coimtry  that 
that  natural  protectorate  was  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  Russia  and  was  assumed 
hy  ourselves.  Therefore,  when  you  are 
talking  of  the  paralysis  of  Europe  you 
have  to  consider  how  it  has  arisen.  I 
would  state  that  view  in  the  words  of 
one  oortainly  not  a  hostile  critic  of  the 
present  Gowemment.    The  Duke  of 


Argyle  in  his  recent  publication  sa^ 

this: — ■ 

"But  there  was  one  portion  of  the  helpless 
Chnstian  population  subject  to  Turkey  for 
which,  at  the  Congress  of  Berlin,  we  did  our- 
selves most  imfortimately  undertake  to  improve 
on  what  Buesia  bad  done  in  the  Treaty  of  San 
Btefano.  And  that  Christian  population  is  the 
only  one  which  has,  coiraequently,  not  only 
failed  to  benefit,  but  has  now  Deconie  the  special 
victim  of  Turkish  ferocity  and  spoliation.  Ijct 
ns  look  for  a  moment  how  this  occurred.  The 
change  which  the  new  words  effected  in  the 
Treaty  of  San  Stefano  wounded  the  pride  and 
the  meet  justifiable  ambition,  of  Rnssia  to  be 
the  protector  of  hot  oo-religionists  in  provinces 
vrith  which  no  other  Christian  Power  had  any 
natural  connection.  On  the  other  hand  it 
delight«d  the  low  cunning  of  the  Turk  in  con- 
stituting another  '  rift  within  the  lute,'  which 
by-and-by  would  be  quite  sure  to  '  make  the 
music  mute'  of  any  effective  concert  by  the 
Powers  of  Europe.  The  Turk  could  see  at  a 
glance  that,  wbUst  it  reUeved  him  of  the 
dangerous  pressure  of  Roasia,  it  sobititated  no 
other  pressure  which  his  own  infinite  dexterity 
in  delays  could  not  easily  make  abortive.  As 
for  the  tmf ortunate  Armenians,  the  change  was 
simply  one  which  must  tend  to  expose  them  to 
the  increased  enmUy  of  tiieor  tyrant*,  whilst 
it  damaged  and  discooiaged  the  only  protef:- 
tion  which  was  posdble  under  the  inexorable 
conditions  of  the  phyrical  geograpl^  of  the 
country." 

Of  course,  it  was  not  necessary  for 
Russia,  as  Lord  Salisbury  says,  to  take 
a  fleet  across  the  mountains  of  Taurus. 
That  is  the  condition  of  things  which  you 
changed  in  1878.  Lord  Beaconsfield 
boasted  of  the  territory  and  the  popula- 
tion that  he  had  restored  to  Tiurkey — 
I  think  he  wid  30,000  square  miles  and 
2,000,000  people.  Happily  that  broke 
down,  and  iJord  Beaconsfield's  great 
achievement,  Elastern  Roumelia,  escaped 
from  the  clutches  of  the  Turk,  nod 
we  all  now  rejoice  at  it.  But  your 
work  in  Asia  Minor,  unfortunately,  re- 
mained. You  had  abolished,  you  had 
destroyed,  the  natural  protectorate  of 
Russia  there,  and  the  consequence  we 
now  see.  No  one  knew  better  than  hotd 
Salisbuvy  at  the  time  that  you  could  not 
rely  upon  the  gena%l  slipidations  of  the 
Treaty  of  Berilin.  Why  in  Uie  Speech  do 
you  speak  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  rather 
than  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  ?  ["  Hear, 
hear  t  "]  I  suppose  there  is  some  reason 
for  it ;  but  no  doubt  they  were  both 
chapters  in  the  same  policy,  chapters  in 
the  policy  of  hostility  to  Russia,  and  of 
patronage  of  Turkey.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  distinction  is — ^whether  it  is  because 
in  the  Treaty  of  Paris  there  is  a 
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guarantee  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  and 
whether  it  is  because  under  that  Treatj 
you  are  going  to  revise  that  guarantee ; 
no  doubt  the  Government  will  tell  us 
something  on  that  subject.  But  Lord 
Salisbuiy  in  1878  saw  that  all  these 
joint  guarantees  were  of  little  or  no  use ; 
they  w^  vague  and  misty,  and  it  was 
upon  that  account  that,  after  making 
the  general  Treaty  at  Berlin,  they  nepro- 
tiateil  a  secret  treaty.  ["  Before."] 
Well,  before ;  it  was  secret  before.  It 
was  because  they  did  not  rely  upon  the 
concert  of  Europe,  and  because  Lord 
Salisbury  knew  you  could  not  rely  upon 
the  concert  of  Europe,  tliat  he  said : 

"  These  misty  and  ahadonry  guarantees  which 
Innd  you  to  evo^hiDg  in  theory,  and  which 
turn  oDt  in  practice  to  bind  yon  to  nothing, 
were  anything  but  honourable  to  the  character 
of  KumpeaD  diplomacy." 

And  then  he  said  this : 

"  I  think  it  bettOT  t]iat  we  ibonld  come  to  a 
simple  form  of  engagement  in  which,  only  two 
Powers  being  mixed  up,  there  can  be  no  donbt 
as  to  pledges  being  fiufllled." 

This  was  the  pledge  and  aim  of  the 
Cyprus  Convention.  Which  of  the 
pledges  of  that  Treaty  have  been 
or  ever  will  be  fulfilled?  What  were 
the  pledges!  First,  that  we  should 
%ht  for  Turkey  against  Russia.  That 
has  not  been  fulfilled,  and  I  venture  to 
say  it  never  will.  TTie  next  was  that 
Turkey  will  reform  itself.  That  has 
not  been  fulfilled,  and  never  will  be 
fulfilled.  What,  then,  is  your  situation 
under  this  Convention  f  Are  all  the  en- 
gagements gone,  and  the  wretched  re<ii- 
duum  of  Cyprus  left  upon  your  hands 
as  the  final  outcome  of  this  ill-starred 
alliance!  Is  that  the  position  in  which 
we  stand  iu  reference  to  the  Anglo- 
Turkish  Convention  1  It  is  a  veiy 
important  question  not  only  that 
Great  Britain,  but  that  Europe,  should 
know  in  what  situation  you  stand  in  re- 
ference to  the  Anglo-Turkish  Convention. 
Is  it  in  force  or  is  it  not  I  The  time  has 
come  when  we  should  know,  and  that  the 
world  should  know,  whether  we  are 
bound  by  that  Convention  to  fight  for 
Turkey  as  against  Russia  in  Asia  Minor. 
The  plicy  of  1878  was  founded  on 
hostility  towards  Russia ;  it  was 
founded  on  patronage  of  Turkey.  In 
my  opinion,  as  we  have  always  main- 
tained from  these  benohes,  a  policy 
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more  faulty  in  its  principles  and  more 
evil  in  its  consequences  it  is  impos- 
sible to  conceive.  What  we  want  to 
know  is  whether  you  stand  by  that 
policy  to-day  or  whether  you  do  not. 
You  did  your  best  to  cripple  and  humi- 
liate Russia  in  1878,  and  now  you  com- 
plain when  she  will  not  march  at  your 
bidding.  We  talk  sometimes  of  contir 
nuity  of  policy,  but  we  do  not  destre  con- 
tinuity of  that  policy.  We  believe  that 
the  first  necessity  is  a  reversal  of  that 
policy — ["  hear,  hear  1 "] — and  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  I  see  indications  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  not  indisposed 
to  reverse  that  policy.  Lord  Salisbury, 
at  the  Guildhall,  said : 

"I  demur  ahaolately  to  the  statement  that 
there  ii  a  permanent  and  neceasary  antagonism 
between  Kueitia  and  Uieat  Britain.  I  know  of 
no  Biich  antugonisnt.  I  know  of  no  cause  that 
fliiould  give  rise  to  it.  The  interests  of  the  two 
countries  do  not  seem  to  me  likely  to  cross  in 
any  important  matter.  It  ia,  therefore,  I  think, 
a  superstition  of  an  antiquated  diplomacy  that 
there  is  any  necessary  antagonism  between 
Russia  and  Great  Britain." 

Sir,  if  we  get  rid  of  the  superstition  of 
an  antiquated  diplomacy  we  shall  be 
delivered  from  the  Anglo-Turkish  Con- 
vention, which  is  the  last  record  of 
that  superstition.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  *'j 
When  I  referred  to  these  matters  last 
Session,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site said,  "Oh,  Lord  Beaconsfield  is 
dead,  why  should  y6u  refer  to 
him  r'  Well,  the  BeaconsBeld 
l^end  may  be  dead  and  buried, 
but,  happily,  Lord  Salisbury  is  alive  to 
pass  judgment  upon  that  legend  and 
upon  their  conjoint  operations,  and  the 
epitaph  he  has  pronounced  upon  it  is 
that  it  is  a  superstition  of  an  antiquated 
diplomacy.  [Cheers.]  If  we  are  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  this  Eastern  ques- 
tion, which  is  the  vital  and  menacinsf 
question  of  the  future,  in  what  I  believe 
to  be  a  statesmanlike  attitude,  and  in  a 
spirit  not  of  hostility  to  Russia,  but  of  co- 
operation with  Russia,  of  treating  Russia 
in  the  East,  not  as  an  enemy,  but  as  a 
neighbour — ["hear,  hear!  "] — then,  I 
believe,  you  will  accomplish  what  you 
have  failed  to  accomplish  up  to  the 
present,  and  then  we  may  escape  from 
the  sense  of  humiliating  impotence  and 
make  our  Eastern  policy  not  an  anti- 
quated superstition,  but  a  living  force. 
There  is  one  particular  inquiiy  I  should 
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like  to  make  of  the  Goremment  with 
reference  to  the  ^ki^lo-Turkish  ConTen- 
twD.  It  has  been  said,  "  Oh,  of  course, 
wB  are  not  bound  because  Turkey  has 
not  reformed,"  but  let  me  ask  this  ques- 
tkm.  Supposing  that  these  Ambassadors 
vnx  do  aooomplish  anything,  and  that 
rdorms  are  pressed  upon  the  Sultan  and 
accepted  hy  him,  wiU  then  l^e  Anglo- 
Turkish  ConTention  revive ;  when  these 
representations,  whatever  they  are,  are 
accepted,  shall  we  then  be  boimd  to  make 
irnr  upon  Russia  in  defence  of  the  Asiatic 
dominions  of  Turkey?  That  is  a  Teiy 
Uefinite  question  which  I  think  both  thU 
nation  and  the  nations  of  Europe  ought 
to  have  a  clear  understanding  upon,  for  I 
beliere  if  you  are  going  to  keep  alive  an 
mgagement  of  that  kind,  an  alliance 
wiUi  Tm^^  by  which  you  are  bound  to 
make  war  upon  Russia  in  defence  of 
Turkey's  Asiatic  dominions,  then  I  say  I 
believe  your  Eastern  poli<7  in  the  future 
nil  be  as  great  a  failure  as  it  has  proved 
in  the,  past.  Upon  these  subjects  I 
think  it  is  of  the  deepest  in- 
terest we  should  have  definite  declara- 
tions from  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  I  have  delayed  the 
w>use  too  long  ah-eady,  but  I  wish  to  say 
a  word  or  two  upon  domestic  affairs.  1 
aeed  not  say  how  deeply  we  all  feel  the 
disasters  wldoh  have  be^dlen  our  Indian 
feBow-subjectfl,  and  I  need  say  no  more 
apon  that  matter  than  that  I  am  per^ 
f^y  certain  that  the  people  of  this 
coootry,  whether  individually  or  through 
the  Commons  House  of  Parliament,  will 
take  care  that  every  alleviation  of  those 
Bufferings  will  be  given  which  the  Govem- 
laeaX  may  think  it  fit  to  propose. 
[CAeeff.]  But  at  home  no  doubt  the 
prospect  is  a  cheerful  one.  We  are  ready 
enoi^  to  grumble  and  bemoan  ourselves 
irtten  thi^s  go  badly,  but  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  Eh^listimen 
like  to  recognise  their  good  fortune 
when  things  go  weU.  I  have  alwa^ 
observed  there  is  nothing  an  Englishman 
dislikes  so  much  as  to  be  told  he  is  well 
off,  but  the  fact  is  that  the  last  year  has 
been  one  of  extraordinary  prosperity,  so 
IvotperouB  that  I  think  it  has  dispelled 
even  that  foolish  scare  "Made  in  Ger- 
■nany,"  of  which  we  shall  hear  no  more. 
[Sir  Howard  Yincbnt:  "No,  no/'  and 
Uaighter.l  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  one 
of  Uie  Bni^uhmen  of  whom  I  was  speak- 
ii^.     [Eeneved  laughter.]     He  sees 


there  has  been  an  increase  of  many 
millions— I  think  it  is  £14,000,000— in 
the  exports  of  our  manufactured  goods, 
and  that  the  imports  into  this  country 
of  manufactUTEHl  goods  have  been 
£6,000,000.  [Sir  HowAitn  Yincbnt: 
"Th»  imports  of  manu&ctured  goods 
last  year  was  £81,000,000."]  I  was 
comparing  the  increases  last  year,  but  we 
will  not  discuBB  that  question ;  perhaps 
when  we  get  to  tho  Prison-Made 
Goods  Bill,  if,  as  the  Speech  says, 
"  time  permits,"  we  may  discuss 
it.  [LauffhUr.]  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  let  us  into  the  secret  of 
the  Budget.  I  suppose  I  ought  to  con- 
dole with  him,  because  he  said  last  year 
that  it  was  no  feather  in  the  cap  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  have  a 
Iwrge  surplus.  I  am  afraid,  however, 
that  the  coming  surplus  will  be  large 
enough  to  compromise  the  character  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  had  the 
frankness  to  say  that  these  variations 
had  very  little  to  do  with  changes  of 
Government.  No,  Sir,  they  depend  upon 
the  vicissitudes  which  political  science 
has  not  yet  been  able  to  analyse  or  fore- 
cast. Well,  Sir,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  though  it  may  not  be  a 
feather  in  his  cap,  will  have  a  hand- 
some surplus  to  dispose  of.  The 
question  is.  What  is  he  going  to  do 
with  it  I  f'Hear.  hear!"]  We  shaU 
hear  of  nothing  in  the  way  of  economy. 
There  is  no  mention  of  economy  in  the 
Queen's  Speech.  In  old  days  that  are 
now  no  more  there  used  to  be  a  time- 
honoured  statement  that  the  Estimates 
had  been  prepared  with  a  view  to 
economy.  [('Aeerc]  But  that  was 
many   years  I   am   not  sur- 

prised at  this,  because  I  do  believe  that 
at  present  there  are  only  two  people  in 
this  country  who  have  any  regard  to 
economy — ^namely,  the  present  and  the 
late  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer. 
[Laughter.]  I  did  not  count  tho 
penultimate  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer— 'whom  we  are  sorry  not 
to  see  here  to-night — because  he 
was  the  greatest  spendthrift  of 
all.  [Laughter.]  We  know  to  whom 
you  gave  your  surplus  last  year.  I  am 
delighted  to  find  that  in  the  present 
Queen's  Speech  nothing  is  said  about 
agricultural  distress.  We  are,  of  course, 
very  glad  to  know  that  there  is  no  cause 
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to  bemoan  agricnlttiral  distress  this  year. 
[Cheert.]  I  wu  not  long  since  denounced 
as  an  optimist,  because  I  refused  to  be- 
lieve that  the  agricultural  interest  of  Uas 
country  was  going  to  -irreparable  ruin, 
and  that  the  whole  of  the  land  would  be 
thrown  out  of  cultivation.  ["Hear,  hear !"] 
But  I  saw  a  miracle  such  as  I  never  wit- 
nessed before — the  present  and  the  late 
Ministers  of  Agricuiture  dined  with  the 
Fanners*  Club,  and  both  of  them  were 
positivdly  chea*hiL  [Lauffhter.]  I  have 
never  known  anything  like  it  under  any 
circumstances.  The  late  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  speaking  of  wheat,  men- 
tioned the  millions  that  had  been  added 
to  the  stores  of  the  fanner,  and  the 
present  Minister  recited,  like  the 
ancient  IsraehteB,  the  multiplication 
of  his  flocks  and  herds,  and  the 
manner  in  which,  under  his  administra- 
tion,  there  were  a  million  more  sheep, 
and  I  foiget  how  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  more  of  cattle.  [Laughter,'] 
It  is  remarkable  that  this  year  you  will 
be  asked  in  the  Budget  to  add  a  com- 
passionate allowance  to  this  distressful 
interest  of  two  millions  of  money,  at  the 
expense  of  the  general  taxpayer. 
[Cheer$.]  It  was  admitted  that  in  good 
times  the  remission  of  rates  would  go 
to  the  landlord,  and  a  good  time,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  has  arrived j  therefore  we 
shall  now  luaow  where  the  money  goes. 
Of  course,  a  part  of  this  profit 
was  in  the  quantity  and  excellence 
of  the  crops,  and.  the  other  pait 
in  the  rise  of  prices.  I  have  not 
observed  that  the  rise  in  the  price  of  the 
quartern  loaf  has  been  received  with  imi- 
versal  enthusiasm.  That  m^ht  be  thought 
a  reason  why  you  should  not  call  on  thq 
general  taxpayer  to  find  these  two  mil- 
lions of  money.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  But 
at  all  events  this  rebound  of  agricultural 
prosperity  ought  to  induce  even  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board,  whom  we  regret  not  to  see 
here  to-n^ht,  to  believe  that  prices 
do  not  depend  absolutely  upon 
the  ratio  betweai  gold  and  silver, 
which  remains  very  much  what  it  was 
when  wheat  was  10s.  a  quarter  lower 
than  it  is  now — ["hear,  hear"] — and 
the  time  may  really  arrive  when  even  he 
may  believe  that  values  have  some  rela- 
tion to  supply  and  demand.  [Laughter 
and  cheers^  There  is,  however,  one 
other  question  which,  before  these  mil- 
Sir  W,  Hareourt. 


lions  are  disposed  of  1^  the  Chanodlor 
of  the  En^iequer,  will  have  to  be  taken 
into  account,  and  tiiat  is  the  Irish  de- 
mand founded  on  the  Report  of  the 
Financial  Commission.  [Nationalut 
cheers.]  I  think  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  might  have  done  well  to  have 
imitated  the  reserve  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  the  other  day  ;  but  down 
in  Lancashire  the  First  Lord  plunged 
into  the  matter  with  a  rashness  which 
alarmed  some  of  his  best  supptnten. 
[*'  Hear,  hear ! "]  As  far  as  I  can  under 
stand,  he  thinks  'that  indirect  taxation 
is  not  of  much  account,  and  that  it  it 
a  quantity  that  might  be  neglected.  His 
words  were  that  a  man  may  consume  or 
not  consume,  as  he  pleases — in  a  word, 
that  if  he  consimies  he  pays,  and  if  he 
does  not  consume  he  does  not  pa^. 
[Laughter.]  That  settles  the  question 
of  indirect  taxation.  Then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  there  is  that  in  r^ard  to 
indirect  taxation  which  there  is  not  in 
regard  to  direct  taxation,  and  that  thore 
is  an  el^rat  of  free-will  in  the  matter. 
[Minitterial  cries  of  "Hear,  hearl"] 
Truly  a  Pelagian  heresy.  I  suppose  that 
that  direct  taxation  is  of  the  niUure  of 
predestinarian  doctrine.  [Cheers.]  I 
cannot  think  that  this  was  one  of  the 
most  fortunate  of  the  financial  essays 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  have 
known  him  do  better  even  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  bimetallism.  [Laughter.]  It  is, 
I  think,  universally  acknowledged  that 
indirect  taxation  always  presses  most 
heavily  on  those  who  are  least  able  to  bear 
it.  That  is  why  for  60  years,  since 
the  time  of  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
every  sound  financier  has  been  laboiuv 
ing  to  diminish  indirect  taxation, 
and  put  the  burden  on  direct  taxa- 
tion. ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  I  am  happy  to 
think  that  I  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  casting  a  stone  upon  that  cairn.  And 
now  we  have  arrived  at  a  point  whai 
the  two  are  as  nearly  as  possiUe 
equalised  in  England.  But  what  is  the 
case  in  Ireland  1  In  that  country  three- 
fourths  of  the  taxation  is  mdirect,  and  I 
think  there  cannot  be  a  more  ccmsincaoQs 
mjustice  as  between  the  two  countries. 
[yaiionalist  cheers.]  That,  in  my 
opinion,  is  an  enormous  grievance  to 
Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
disposed  of  the  report  of  the  Conmiifr- 
sioners  very  cavalierly,  and  has  stated 
that  their  [ffinciplea  of  finance  are  at- 
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ioAj  wrong.  It  aewns  to  me  that  it  is 
tn  entire  miatake  to  suppose  that  this 
is  a  question  which  isTolres  the  Home 
Kule  controversy.  It  is  one  in  which 
Unionists  and  iHome  Rulers  stand  on 
common  ground.  [Cheers.]  The  ques- 
tion is  what  was  the  compact  of  the 
Union,  and  whether  that  compact  has 
been  ^ithfuUy  carried  out.  The  Union- 
ists are  the  parties  moat  concerned  to 
stand  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  the 
Union.  I  will  content  myself  stating 
tvo  propositions.  The  first  is  that 
by,  the  Treaty  of  Union  there  was 
stipulated,  on  behalf  of  Ireland,  a  distinct 
consideration  and  separate  treatment  in 
respect  of  taxation,  with  a  review  from 
time  to  time,  having  regard  to  the 
relative  resources  of  the  two  coun- 
tries— [Ifationalitt  e?ieers] — and  that 
Ireland  has  a  right  to  claim  to 
be  dealt  with  on  that  footii^.  [Cheer*.] 
As  to  the  separate  treatmmt  of  Ireland, 
tlut  was  admitted  by  Mr,  Gladstone  in 
1864,  when  he  granted  an  inquiry  into 
the  matter,  and  I  made  a  Motion  that  the 
Cbmmittee 

'ihooH  consider  the  taxation  of  Irelaod  and 
how  fiu-  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
naioiu  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  or  jiist  in 
reference  to  the  reeoorceB  of  the  country." 

The  Committee  of  1864  was  notmoved  on 
the  question  of  Home  Ktile,  but  on  ques- 
tions of  taxation.  In  1890  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  granting  a 
Committee,  said : 

"The  qoeation  wm  whether  Ireland  gained  or 
lott  tbroogh  her  connection  with  the  British 
Empire.  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  like 
to  have  this  point  cleared  up,  and  would  be  pre. 
pared  to  grant  an  luquirr  into  the  financial 
relations  between  the  two  countries.  Certainly 
it  was  not  bis  desire  to  press  too  hard  on  any 
portion  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Of  course,  d 
it  should  be  shown  from  the  Inquiry  that  in- 
instice  had  been  done  to  Ireland  in  the  matter 
of  taxation,  the  time  would  come  when  any 
nch  injustice  could  be  remedied." 

Then  he  appointed  his  Committee,  and 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  Inquiry  was 
whether  the  financial  relations 

"are  eqnitaUe,  having  r^nrd  to  the  resources 
■ad  popnlation  of  En^aiu,  Scotland,  and  Jn- 
haA  leiqpectively." 

And  here  I  will  say  that  of  course  the 
question  of  Scotland  is  reserved  in  the 
nme  way  aa  this  question  of  Ireland. 
Ur.  Gladstone  gave  a  pledge,  and  I  re- 
peated the  pledge  that  was  given,  that 
a  nmilar  Iiu|uiry  should  be  made  into 
the  taxation  of  Simtland.  When  the  First 
VOL.  XLT.  [pocBTH  f>Bmi:<i.] 
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Lord  of  the  Admiralty  moved  his  Com- 
mittee, my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Carnarvon  wanted  to  in- 
clude Wales,  but  what  was  the 
objection  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  took?  He  said  Wales  couLt 
not  be  treated  as  a^"  separate  fiscal 
entity,  as  was  the  case  with  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  which  have  separate  ar- 
rangements." A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  the  woMs  "  fiscal  entity."  I 
do  not  myself  care  particulariy  for  these 
metaphysical  terms.  ^Die  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  invented  the  term  "  fisciil 
entity"  but  I  do  not  rely  upon  it. 
I  say  there  was  a  covenant  for 
separate  treatment.  That  is  plainer 
language  and  more  easily  under- 
standed  of  the  people.  I  stand  upon  the 
words  "  separate  financial  treatment," 
and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  said 
there  were  special  arrangements  with 
r^ard  to  ScoUand  and  IreUnd,  but  nob 
with  regard  to  Wales.  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  idle,  and  I  cannot  believe  that 
the  Government  are  going  to  take  their 
stand  on  the  position  that  there  are  no 
covenant  separate  financial  considera- 
tions for  Ireland  in  relation  to  her 
resources,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
review  of  her  taxation  from  time  to  time 
in  that  regard.  Then  the  second  pro- 
position, which  I  think  is  clearly 
established,  is  that  the  present  taxation 
of  Ireland  is  largely  in  excess  of 
tbe  relative  proportion  due  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  two  countries.  1, 
believe  that  is  estaUished  hy  the 
evidence  and  by  the  reasoning  of  the 
Commission.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  know,  holds  the  Commission 
very  cheap,  but  perhaps  he  will 
excuse  me  when  I  say  that,  after 
the  careful  deliberation  they  have 
given  to  this  subject,  their  opinion  is  of 
greater  weight  even  than  his.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
alleged  that  there  is  excess  of  expendi- 
ture. That  you  can  compensate  exorbi- 
tance  of  taxation  by  extravagance  of 
expenditure  is  not  a  proposition  that  is 
self-evident.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  It  may 
deserve  consideration,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  receive  consideration. 
I  think,  under  these  circumstances,  what 
we  want  and  what  we  will  ask  the 
Government  for  is  that  they  shall  give  us 
time  before  the  Estimates  are  voted,  and 
before  the  Budget  is  dealt  with,  to  discuss 
C  [Fv^gt  ft»y.^ 
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thia  grave  question  of  the  tazstion  of 
Ireland.  Wheert.]  I  will  ask  the  right 
hon.  Crentleman  to  ^Te  ua  an  answer 
upon  that  point,  because  it  is  ohvious 
that  the  Address  is  not  the  most  coi> 
venient  manner  or  occasion  for  dealing 
with  it. .  ^Vihat  we  want  from  the  Goveri:- 
ment  is  an  undertaking  that  there  shall 
be  an  early  opportunt^  on  which  this 
matter  shall  be  thoroughly  debated  in 
this  House.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "j  I  will 
only  deUy  the  House  for  a  low  more 
minutes  on  the  subject  of  education, 
which  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  I  was  Tery  glad 
to  hear  the  invitation  to  peace  which  was 
addressed  to  us  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  the  Seconder.  I  .can  assure  him 
there  is  nothing  I  desire  more  than  that 
we  should  approach  this  question  in  .1 
spirit  of  peace,  and  I  really  think  there 
are  good  hopes  that  we  shall  do  so, 
because  this  year,  in  contrast  to  last  year, 
has  this  peaceful  opening  about  it,  that, 
as  far  as  we  can  ascertain.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  been  captured  by 
the  Bishops.  ["  Hear,  hear,"  and 
lnughteri\  I  confess  that  when  I  read 
in  the  recess  that  remarkable  demonstni- 
tion  of  the  (Ecumenical  Council  of  the 
two  Provinoes,  when  th^  passed  unani- 
mous resolutions  which  were  to  hind 
nobody,  I  did  think  we  were  in  for  a 
good  £ght.  But  I  understand  that  the 
children  of  this  world  who  sit  itpon  that 
Bench  are  wisor  in  their  generation. 
[Laughter.^  We  now  learn,  upon  autho- 
rity which  is  indisputable,  that  the  rate- 
aiders  are  thrown  to  the  lions,  and,  if 
that  is  80,  we  shall  not  have  the  drum 
ecclesiastic  beaten  by  the  noble  I^ord  the 
Member  for  Rochester  at  the  head  of  the 
Church  Militant  again  this  year ;  and  all 
that  makes  for  the  peace  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  desires.  The  Education 
Bill  of  last  year  had  a  short  life  and  not 
a  merry  one — llaughierX — but  the 
Bishops'  Bin  of  this  year  has  perished 
before  it  was  bom.  \Laughter\  I  do 
not  even  learn  that  the  unanimous 
resolutions  have  been  formally  presented 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  at  all.  Th<> 
common  sense  of  public  opinion  had 
nipped  thmn.  in  the  bud,  and  if  they 
reached  the  Government  they  seem  to 
have  been  considered  in  camera,  and  we 
have  not  heard  what  took  place  between 
them  on  the  matter.  They  were  at  all 
events  disposed  of  by  the  right  hon. 
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Gentlnnan  the  other  day  by  the  remark, 
which  seamed  to  me  p«^ectly  wett 
founded,  that  to  have  adopted  them,  his 
words  were,  "  would  have  been  a  work  of 
political  lunacy."  That  was  the  end  of 
the  unanimous  resolutions  of  the  tro 
Provinces.  Then  I  thoi]^ht  that  every- 
thing would  go  very  smoothly.  The  r^t 
hon.  Gentleman  bad  preached  in  Man- 
chester his  rather  unwelcome  eirenicon 
to  the  rate-aiders  down  there,  and  he 
preached  to  a  united  party.  The 
party  always  is  united — [Op/)o»itwtt 
laughter  and  Ministerial  cheert] — iii- 
cluding  the  Church  party.  But  all  of  a 
sudden  the  truce  was  denounced,  and 
fiery  crosier — [laugfUer] — 'waa  sent 
round.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  his  constituents  was  made 
on  Saturday,  and  on  the  Sunday— the 
better  the  day  the  bettor  the  deed— the 
Bishop  of  Cheater  took  up  his  pen,  and 
the  counsels  of  t:he  Cardinal  were  soo^t 
by  his  Anglican  brother  in  his  wrath— 
[/rtHf/A/fr]— -and  he  inquired  of  the  Cu> 
dinai  what  was  to  be  done  with  thii 
traitorous  Government — the  Govemraent 
that  was  the  wicked  author  of  the  Welsh 
Intermediate  Education  Bill,  which  had 
even  contrived  that  base  thing  Free 
Education,  that  had  ruined  the 
voluntaries  who  did  not'  like  to  volunteer, 
and  desired  to  get  the  fees  out  of  the 
childrffl.  He  actually  went  bo  far  as  to 
turn  round  and  say,  "  Would  it  no4;  be 
better  to  endure,  tritU*  Amaryttido* 
iroJi,  even  the  treatment  of  the  heretical 
member  for  Eotherham."  [Laughter.] 
The  Bishop  and  Cardinal  took  couasa 
together  whether  it  would  not  be 
better,  after  all,  to  throw  off  the  chosen 
people  on  those  Benches  and  turn  to  the 
Gentiles.  Thia  is  all  very  interesting, 
but  it  did  not  seem  exactly  to  tend  for 
peace.  But  they  have  good  reason  for 
what  they  said.  They  said  they  thought 
if  the  Conservatives  were  turned  out  of 
ofhce  they  might  prove  again  the  daio* 
minational  lions  which  they  had  fonnorly 
been  before  they  occupied  those 
benches.  Hia  Eminence  the  Cardinal,  I 
think  with  a  little  more  Christiwi 
charity  than  was  displayed  by  the  Angli- 
can mallem  ministrorvm,  pleaded  that 
some  room  should  be  granted  to  Hff 
Majesty's  Government — a  limp  and 
ftabby  Government  he  called  them 
[laughter] — for  repentanoe,  and  that  at 
least  th^  should  be  exhorted  to  {nece- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


69  J[/(i/V*/y'j(  .Vosi         {19  Januaky  1897^         Clraci<ms .Si'^trh.  70 


meal  contritioo.  [Laughter, That,  1 
■appose  ii  Uie  meaning  of  the  paragraph 
in  the  Speech  that  if  opportunity  and 
time  allow  there  may  be  other  measures 
connected  vith  education..  But  then  if 
tbqr  remain  impenitent,  what  is  to 
faappeo  to  this  "hand-to-mouth  policy 
of  ifipa  and  doles?  "  The  greater  exrom- 
munication  is  to  be  delivered,  antl  the 
UnioniBt  Party  will  be  placed  on  an 
intodict,  and  the  words  of  the  interdict 
are  remarkable :  — 

"Th&t  otiwr  political  combinationi  muat  be 
nngltt ;  it  vouU  become  ova  highest  prndence 
and  oar  tmest  fidelity  to  tbe  country  and  to 
IJod  to  nuke  a  political  break-up  "— 

\lmtghter'\ — and  the  GoTernment  is 
to  be  fpren  over  to  the  secular 
arm.  [Zatf^A<er.]  There  baa  been 
nothing  like  it  since  the  days  of 
Thomas  k  Becket — \laughUr\;  and  I 
tremble  when  I  think  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  may  yet  be  seen  doing 
painful  penance  at  the  shrine  of  Canter- 
bury. [Laughter.']  Common  humanity 
demands  that  we  should  defend  even  our 
opponents  from  such  an  end  as  that. 
I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  see  the 
rif^t  htm.  Gentleman  so  maltreated 
t£  Lancashire  rate-aiders,  and  if  the 
GoTemment  will  only  adhere  to  the  dic- 
tates of  common  sense,  and  if  they  will 
proceed  in  this  matter  on  the  lines  on 
which  I  hope  they  intend  to  proceed, 
then  we  will  promise  to  defend  them 
from  the  Church  party — [laughter  and 
the^ra\ — and  we  will  rescue  one  of  the 
great  parties  in  the  State  from  the 
threatened  auto-da-fi  of  the  Anglican 
Bishops  and  the  Cuxlinal.  [Laughter.] 
If  we  approach  tMs  question — as  on  our 
part,  I  will  Tenture  to  say,  we  are  {ve- 
pared  to  do — from  the  national  point 
of  Tiew,  and  not  from  the  denominop 
tional  point  of  view — [cheers] — then  we 
may  do  practical  good  in  this  matter. 
We  are  told,  'and  I  dare  say  truly  told, 
that  the  Voluntary  Schools  are  not  as 
attractive  as  they  ought  to  be,  that 
their  resources  are  insufHcient,  and  that 
therefore  their  education  is  inferior. 
But  that  is  true  of  some  Board  Schools 
too.  But  what  we  who  care  about  edu- 
cation a  great  deal  and  about  denomi- 
utionalism  very  little,  what  we  desire 
is  that  education  should  be  made  as 
good  as  possible  in  aU  schools.  ["  Hear, 
keart"]     In  that  spirit  we  desire  to 


approach  this  question,  and  if  the 
Government  will  also  approach  it  in  that 
spirit  then  I  can  tell  my  hon.  and  learned 
^iend  the  Seconder  of  the  Address  that 
his  peaceful  desires  will  be  fulfilled. 
Our  position  is  perfectly  well  known. 
If  additional'aid  is  to  be  giren  to  Volun- 
tary Schools  it  must  be  given  in  fair 
terms  only  to  schools  that  really  volun- 
teer, and  it  must  be  given  fairly  as  be- 
tween Voluntary  and  Board  Schools. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  Our  position  is  per- 
fectly clear,  we  take  our  stand  upon 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  settle- 
ment of  1870.  We  adhere  to  the  princi- 
ple of  that  settlement,  and  in  that  spirit 
we  shall  be  ready  to  give  fair  and  reason- 
able consideration  to  any  proposal  of 
the  Government  which  has  for  its  object, 
not  to  endow  denomi nationalism,  but 
to  educate  the  nation.  There 
are  other  measures  mentioned  which  it 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  specify,  and 
upon  these  measures,  or  many  of  them, 
we  are  ready  to  assist  the  Government, 
as  we  assisted  them  last  year  with  mea- 
sures that  seemed  to  us  usefuL  We 
assisted  the  Government  with  the  I^Hsh 
Land  BUI,  and  with  other  meoaurei  of 
which  I  will  only  mention  one.  We 
assisted  the  Government  in  passing  the 
Conciliation  Bill.  I  believe  that  Bill 
has  proved  in  some  cases  extremely  user 
ful,  but  I  cannot  avoid  here,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  expressing  my  deep 
regret  and  condemnation  of  the  course 
Lord  Penrbyn  has  taken  [".oh,  oh!"] 
in  refusing  to  act  under  the  provisions 
of  that  BiU.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  It  is 
very  little  encouragement  to  pass  Bills 
of  this  kind  when  we  find  the  Conciliap 
tion  Bill  treated  in  this  maner.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  "  omnibus  "  clause  which 
the  Government,  with  .  becoming  mo- 
desty, have  attached  to  the  end  of  the 
Speech  with  the  condition  "  if  oppor- 
tunity can  be  found."  It  would  be  cruel 
to  anticipate  the  future  of  these  uftborn 
innocents,  and  all  I  will  wish 
these  embryos  is  a  good  '  de- 
livery. I  desire  in  conclusion  to 
say  that  with  those  differences'  of 
opinion  to  which  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  has  referred  as  occurring  in  the 
conversation  between  Carlyle  and  Ster- 
ling we  are  willing  to  co-operate  in 
showing  that  the  House  of  Commons 
is  willing  and  able  to  discharge  the 
great  duties  imposed  upon  it.  [Gheer$,'\ 
C  2  [Fvr$t  Day. 
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Thb  first  lord  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  6aijy>ur,  Manchester, 
£.),  on  rising  was  received  with  loud 
cheers.  He  said :  No  one  will,  I  think, 
grudge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
extended  use  he  has  made  of  the  oppor- 
tunity the  Speech  gives  him  to  discuss 
all  the  matters  contained  in  that  Speech, 
and  I  must  frankly  add  some  matters 
not  contained  in  that  Speech  at  all. 
But  I  will  endeavour  to  compress  the 
brief  remarks  I  have  to  make  in  answer 
within  narrower  limits  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  found  it  possible  to 
occupy.  Before  I  come  to  w^hat  I  may 
call  the  more  controversial  portion  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  remarks, 
let  me  associate  myself  vith  him  in  the 
graceful  and  well-deserved  compliment 
he  paid  to  my  noble  Friend  who  move<I 
and  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  who 
seconded  the  Motion  for  the  Address 
upon  the  speeches  delivered  this  even- 
ing. I  confess  I  have  always  thoiu;ht 
that  this  duty  of  moving  and  seconding 
the  Address  is  among  the  most  difficult 
which  Members  of  this  House  can  ever 
he  <»l]ed  upon  to  perform,  and  I  am 
always  thankful  that  I  never  had  to 
pass  myself  throt^h  this  trying  ordeal. 
But  my  two  friends  have  to-day  acquit- 
ted t^emselvcB  in  a  manner  that  I 
am  sure  commands  approval  in  ever}* 
part  of  the  House.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
My  noble  J'riend  the  Mover '  has  spoken 
for  the  first  time  within  these  walls  this 
evening,  and  I  think  everybody  will 
cherish  the  hope  that  he  has  not  spoken 
for  the  last  time,  but  that  he  will  often 
again  give  us  that  admirable,  lucid,  and 
complete  statement  of  his  viewa  such  as 
}ie  has  given  us  on  the  present  occasion. 

I" Hear,  hear!"]  Mj  hon.  and  learned 
i'riend  who  seconded  is  an  ornament  to 
a  profession  which  is  supposed  to  relieve 
its  members  from  any  undue  diiRdeuce 
in  any  walk  of  life — [laughter] — but 
even  he,  I  think,  must'  have  faced  with 
something  less  than  perfect  equanimity 
the  veiy  difficult  ordeal  out  of  which  he 
so  triumphantly  emerged.  We ,  all 
listened,  not  for  the  first  time  in  his 
cose,  to  a  method  of  speaking  which  I 
can  assure  him  will  be,  and  must  be, 
agreeable  to  the  House,  whatever  subject 
he  desires  to  treat.  ["  Hear  t " j  Com- 
ing to  the  substance  of  the  i?ght  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech  I  may  pass  as  rapidly 
as  he  did  over  the  subject  of  Venezuela. 


I  should  not  indeed  have  mentioned  it  at 
all  except  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  for  my  assent  to  the  propositloD 
he  ventured  upon,  that  during  the  long 
period  of  n^otiation  he  and  his  fri^ds 
did  their  best  to  prevent  any  unnecessary 
difficulty  being  raised  in  the  matter  be- 
tween the  British  Government  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  I 
most  cordially  give  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  certificate  for  which  he  asks, 
that  he  behaved  with  admirable  patriots 
ism  and  discretion  t}irough  all  the 
Debates  of  last  year,  and  if  n^rotiationi 
have  now  come,  as  they  certainly  have, 
to  a  happy  conclusion,  a  conclusion 
anxiously  desired  on  both  sides  of  the 
AtlanUc,  that  is  undoubtedly  in  part  due 
to  the  patriotic  course  pursued  hy  the 
Opposition  in  this  connection.  ["Hear!"] 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  dwelt  at  length 
on  the  Arbitration  Treaty.  The  Vene- 
zuela Treaty  deals  with  a  temporary  and 
individual  phase  of  international  diOi- 
culty,  but  the  general  Treaty  with 
America,  though  nominally  limited  to 
five  yean,  may,  I  hope,  be  a  perpetual 
guarantee  of  peace  between  the  two  great 
English-speaking  communities.  ["Hear  t"] 
I  am  the  last  to  suppose  that  treaties 
am}  protocols  will  ever  bind  aggressive 
ambition  or  .foil  the  cupidity  of  nations, 
or  heal  the  difficulties  springing  from 
racial  jealousies  or  religious  differences, 
but  when  a  treaty  of  this  kind  is  entered 
into  as  between  two  nations  sprung  from 
the  same  stock,  speaking  the  same  lan- 
guage, having  the  same  religion,  enjoy- 
ing Constitutions  closely  allied  in  charac- 
ter, neither  animated  by  i^^i^ressive 
political  ambition,  then  I  think  we  may 
hope  with  some  con^ence  that  we  shaU 
have  laid  a  deep  and  sure  foundation  of 
that  lasting  peace  on  which  so  much  of 
the  future  progress  of  the  world  inevi* 
tably  depends.  [Cheers.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  after  dealing  with  the  Treaty 
of  Arbitration  passed  from  America  to 
Africa,  and  he  made  certain  observations 
with  regard  to  results  which  he  hoped 
would  follow  from  the  labours  of  the 
South  African  Committee,  which  will 
begin  in  a  few  days.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  expressed  a  hope  that  through 
that  Committee  the  boiKU  of  confidence 
between  the  British  colonies  and  com- 
munities in  South  Africa  generally  would 
be  more  strongly  bound.  Everyone,  in 
whatever  quarter  of  the  House  he  may 
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u't,  echo  the  hopes  and  expeutatiuub 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  if, 
indeed,  the  labonnt  of  that  Committee 
should  end  in  a  result  so  fortunate  for 
the  Empire  we  may  well  rejoice  that  the 
Committee  should  have  been  appointed, 
and  its  laboiu^,  however  arduous  and 
protracted,  will  have  a  worthy  and  per- 
manent result.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  So 
far  I  am  in  agreement  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  his  observations  as  to  the 
policy  on  the  continent  of  Africa.  But 
when  he  leaves  the  southern  portion  of 
that  continent  and  deals  with  the  policy 
in  Egypt,  then  differences  between  us 
make  themselves  felt.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  ua  that  in  spite  of  the 
success  which  has  attended  operations  in 
the  Soudan,  he  is  as  imalterably  fixed  in 
hostility  to  the  policy  that  has  restored 
Dongola  to  civilisation  as  he  was  during 
the  Debates  of  last  Session.  I  confess 
that  surprised  me  very  much,  for  I  re- 
member one  of  the  principal  reasons 
dUged  against  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  that  military  disaster  would 
dog  its  footsteps.  Now,  it  being  con- 
clusively proved  that  a  province  can'  be 
restored  without  the  semblance  of  a  mili- 
tary disaster,  I  should  have  thought  on 
his  own  showing  and  from  the  ai^mci-.ts 
used  during  last  year's  Debate  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's objections  would  be  swept  away. 
["Hear!"]  But  he  says  the  policy  in 
the  Soudan  will  inci-ease  the  ditticijties 
of  English  policy  generally  in  the  face 
of  other  European  Powers.  1  do  not 
Agree  with  that  view.  I  do  not  at  all 
deny  that  the  Ei^Iish  position  in  Egypt 
has  been  one  which  may  and  will  have 
caused  anxiety  to  British  and  foreign 
diplomatists ;  but  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  goes  on  to  tell  us  that  our 
fleets  and  armies  must  be  kept  at  their 
present  level  simply  and  solely — or  prin- 
cipally— because  we  went  into  E^pt — 
tmder  a  Government  of  which  he  was  a 
Member— ["  Hear,  hear  1  "]— in  1880  and 
have  stayed  there  through  successive 
Covonments — of  «ome  of  which  he  was 
a  Uember — I  am  bound  to  entirely  sepa- 
rate myself  from  the  view  he  has  taken 
of  our  foreign  responsibility.  The  re- 
sponsibilities of  England  are  not  con^ 
fined  to  Egypt.  It  would  not  be  possible, 
in  my  judgment,  ev^n  if  the  '  whole 
episode  of  Egypt  were  expunged  from 
juatory  j  it  would  Jiot  be  possible  in  the 


present  condition  of  things  to  diminish 
our  naval  o"r  military  force  by  a  ship  or 
a  man.    ["Hear,  hear!"]     The  arma- 
ments which  we  have  to  keep  up  we  have 
to  keep  up  from  the  very  nature  and 
essence  of  the  British  Empire  itself,  from 
its  enormous  expansion,  from  the  num- 
ber of  nations  with  which  we  are  in  con- 
tact in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and 
from  the  possibilities  of  quarrel  which 
may    arise    between    us    and  our 
neighbours    in    almost    every  conti- 
nent.    Those  are  the  origin  of  thB 
great   obligations    under    which  wa 
lie  with  regard  to  our  annamente,  and 
those  obligations  would  not  be  materially 
diminished,  in  my  judgment,  even  if  the 
evacuation  of  Egypt  were  accomplished 
within  the  next  few  days.    [Cheers.]  It 
was  surely  a  strange  transition  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  from  a 
complaint  that  we  had  withdrawn  from 
the  tyranny  of  the  Khalifa  the  fair  pro- 
vince of  Dongola  to  a  complaint  that  wo 
still  left  under  the  rule  of  the  Turk 
certain  provinces  of  Armenia.  ["Heari 
hear!"]    I  cannot  bring  together  in  one 
focus  these  two  halves  of  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  Friends.    I  cannot  understand  why 
it  is  a  monstrous  iniquity  on  the  part 
of  this  country  to  use  its  influence  in 
Egypt  for  the  restoration  to  order  and 
law,  security   and  prosperity  of  a  pro- 
vince groaning  under  the  tyraimy  of  a 
usurper — I  cannot  understand  why  this 
is  an  iniquity  while  it  is  an  equal  iniquity 
that  we  do  not  sacrifice  vast  national 
material  interests  in  dealing  with  mis* 
government  in  other  parts  of  the  Turkish 
dominions.    I  think  hon.  and  r^ht  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  should  choose  on 
which  leg  they  mean  to  stand  j  on  which 
half  of  the  argument  they  mean  to  de- 
pend.   If  it  be  wrong  for  us,  in  no  spirit 
of   reckless  adventure   or   crusade,  to 
restore  to  Egypt  the  province  which  she 
formerly  held,  and  which  it  is  undoubtr 
edly  for  the  advantage  of  humanity  she 
should  hold  again,  then  surely  all  this 
pressure  upon  us  to  indulge  in  a  spirit 
which  would  be  one  of  reckless  adven- 
ture in  other  parts  of  the  Eastern  world, 
•must  be  even  less  worthy  of  praise. 
[Cheers.]     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
quoted  something  I  apparently  said  in 
answer  to  him  on  a  precisely  similar 
occasion  last  year.    I  confess  I  hod  for- 
gotten my  own  speech  last  year  on  the 

Digitiz 


73 


Addregs  in 


{COMMONS} 


Angicer  to  Her  76 


Address,  and  I  had  equally  foi^tten  I 
his.  TPiien,  howeTer,  he  made  a  quotarl 
tion  he  reminded  me  of  the  fact  tlutt  he 
made  exactly  the  same  speech  last  year  | 
upon  this  subject  of  our  Eastern  policy.  I 
liwt  year  and  this  year  he  fought  his 
old  battles  over  again ;  he  rehearsed  his 
ancient  glories.  He  went  back  to  1878, 
he  again  denounced  Lord  Beaconefield 
in  periods  to  which  we  are  well  accus- 
tomed ;  and  though  I  admired  on  this 
occasion,  as  I  always  admire,  the  elo- 
queiuse  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  1 
confess  I  prefer  the  vintage  of  rather 
more  recent  date.  [Laughter.]  Even 
the  best  wines  may  be  too  old,  and  I  do 
think  the  old  contFOversies  of  1878 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  haa  thus 
endeavoured  twice  ruiming,  with  only 
scant  success,  to  revive,  may  well  be 
allowed  thenceforth  to  sleep  their  last 
sleep  in  the  'dusty  pages  of  "  Hansard." 
[Lauffhter.]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hinted,  if  he  did  not  actually  state,  that 
he  thoi:^ht  the  European  concert  was 
not  an  instrument  or  the  best  instru- 
ment by  which  reforms  in  Turkey  could 
be  effected.  Everybody  must  admit 
that  the  co-operation  of  six  individuals 
or  six  Powers  may  work  more  slowly, 
with  more  difficulty,  and  be  subject  to 
more  accidents  and  interruption  than 
the  action  of  a  single  individual  or 
Power ;  but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
really  means  to  surest  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  wrong  in  the  policy  they  have 
been  pursuing,  then  I  join  issue  with 
him  absolutely.  I  think  it  has  been 
oondiusively  shown  by  men  of  various 
politics  and  of  large  experience,  Lord 
Bosebffly,  Loird  Siuisbuiy,  and  other 
Statesmen  for  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has,  or  has  expressed,  great 
respect,  that  the  policy  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  perhaps  recom- 
mend, but  which  he  appeared  to  wish 
to  insinuate,  is  not  a  policy  which 
this  country  can  safely  adopt.  I 
think  it  would  be  actual  insanity 
if  we  were,  either  by  word  or 
by  deed,  in  this  House  or  elsewhere,  to 
si^Egest  that  the  condition  of  things 
which  we  wish  to  see  established  or  re- 
established in  the  East  is  the  isolated 
predominance  of  any  one  Power  in  the 
affairs  of  Turkey.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  I 
trust  that  the  joint  action  of  Europe 
may  produce  reaulta  earnestly  to  be 
desired  in  the  interests  not  only  of  the 
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[populations  of  Turkey  but  of  European  '. 
peace,  and  certainly  every  indicatioii 
which  I  have  of  irhat  is  going  on  in  Cdii- 
I  stantinople  leads  me  to  mue  antidpar  ; 
I  tions  whidi  are  not  the  reverse  of  bsd-  ! 
guine  in  their  character  in  this  respect  ; 
[Cheers.}  \ 
Sib  W.  HARCOURTi  The  Treaty  ol  j 
Paris?  I 

The  first  LOUD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  To  mention  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
is  merely  to  mention  an  historical  fact 
The  B^atories  to  the  Treaty  of  Farii, 
that  instrument  and  by  subsequent 
instruments,    have  got,  as  it  were,  a 
locut  ttandi  in  Ottoman  afiDaira,  and  feel 
themselves  jiistified,  in  the  words  of  tbe 
Queen's  Speech,  in  considering  tbe  con- 
dition to  which  that   Empire  has  un- 
happily been   reduced.      There  is  one  I 
point  I  omitted  to  mention  when  dealing  ! 
with   that  .portion  of   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech  in  which  he  criti- 
cised our  Soudan  policy.    I  have  to  saj 
in  connection  with  that,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  known  incident  of  Uie  re- 
fusal of  the  Courts  of  Law  to  sanction 
the  advance  from  the  CaiB6e,thataTote 
will  be  taken  to  advance  to  the  Egyptian 
Government  the  sum  repaid  to  tbe 
Caisse  iu  accordance  with  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  o!  Appeal.      As  to  any 
further    action    contemplated    in  the 
coming  season,  that  action  in  the  Soudan 
will  be  mainly  for  the  consolidation  an<I 
union   for  strategical  and  commercwl 
purposes  of  the  territories  already  under 
the  Egyptian  Government.      We  ehall 
aak  Parliament  at  a  very  early  date  to 
sanction  our  advance  to  Egypt,  and  that 
will  afford  a  convenient  opportmiity  for 
discussing,  and  if  need  be  of  criticiflng, 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  tMi 
matter.    I  think  I  have  now  surv^ed, 
rapidly,  but  still  adequately,  the  obsw- 
vations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
foreign  affairs.     With  regard  to  home 
affairs  he  was  discursive  and  amusing- 
[J^avffhter.]     He  denounced  my  hon. 
Friend   behind  me,  the    Member  f«' 
Sheffield  (Sir  Howard  Vincent),  for  enter- 
taining anxieties  with  r^^ard  to  fora^ , 
and   especially   German,  competdtioii> 
But  while  he  was  thus  denouncing  mr 
hon.  Friend,  I  am  afraid  he  forgot  that 
my  hou.  Friend  has  an  ally  and  a  oo> 
religionist  m  this  matter  in  no  Usb 
a     person     than     Lord  Rosebery. 
["Hear,  hear,"   atid  iauffhter.]  No 
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mm  has  devoted  more  time  and  energy 
to  arousing  public  interest  to  the  neces- 
si^  for  technical  education  and  other 
methods  of  promoting  industrial  progress 
than  has  Lord  Rosebery  in  recent  years. 
Then  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  turned 
to  the  oong^al  task  of  criticising  and 
Dusrepresenting  a  speech  which  I  recently 
made  in  Manchester.  He  opened  fire 
upon  the  financial  relations  between  this 
country  and  Ireland  just  an  hour  and 
tea  minutes  after  he  rose  to  address  the 
House ;  and  I  really  fe^  unequal  at  this 
hour  of  the  eTening  and  on  the  present 
occasion  even  to  touch  upon  a  subject  of 
vhich  we  sh^  doubtless  hear  much,  but 
iriiich,  I  think,  should  not  be  treated  at 
the  fog^d  of  a  speech  or  in  stray  and 
diaoursiTO  references  to  other  speeches 
made  in  the  country.  I  shall  doubtless 
have  an  opportunity  of  giving  my  views 
to  the  House  when  the  proper  time 
comes,  and  defending,  if  defence  be 
necessary,  anything  which  I  may  have 
said  elsewhere  than  on  the  floor  of  the 
House.  In  the  meantime,  p^haps  it  is 
only  necessary  for  me  to  say,  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  that  'in  our  judg- 
ment  the  late  Commission,  whether  it 
deserves  aU  the  encomiums  passed  upon 
it  the  right  hon.  Gentlemun  or 
whether  it  does  not,  at  all  events  was 
guilty  of  sins  of  omission.  There  were 
larpe  tracts  which  they  were  bound  to 
investigate,  and  which  they  refused  to 
iuvestigate,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
form  a  judgment — ["  oh  1 "] — upon  some 
branches  at  all  events  of  this  controversy 
without  carrying  further  the  investigar 
tions  which  they  themselves  so  suddenly, 
to  arbitrarify,  and  so  inexplicably  drop- 
ped. Under  these  circumBtanoes  we 
idiall  take  measures  for  carrying  out 
those  further  investigations — 

Mb.  EDWARD  BLAKE  (Longford, 
S.):  Wheni 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.): 
Howl 

Thb  first  lord  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY: And  though  this  would  not  be 
a  convenient  moment  for  stating  pre- 
cisely the  terms  of  reference  by  which 
the  future  investigating  body  will  be 
bound,  I  dull  be  in  a  position  to  state 
thosQ  terms,  [  hope,  is  a  very  few  days. 
*Uk.  JOQN  DILLON  (Hayo,  E.): 
Wovld  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  kindly 
answer  the  question  whether  the  Go- 
vernment wiU  .promise  to  give  time  for 


^he  discussion  of  this  matter  by  way 
of  special  Motion  on  an  early  day  1 

Thb  first  LORD  or  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  Yes.   I  hod  not  forgotten  that ; 
but  I  am  glad  to  be  reminded  of  it>  Of 
course,  as  the  House  will  see  at  once, 
there  is  a  l^itimate  opportunity  now  for 
raising  this  question  by  an  Amendment 
on  the  Address.  I  understand  from  what 
fell  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite that  he  would  prefer,  and  bis 
friends  would  prefer,  and  Gentlemen 
irom  Ireland  below  the  gangway  would 
prefer,  that  a  separate  and  independent 
occasion  should  be  ^ven  at  a  later 
period  for  the  discussion.   The  Govern- 
ment will  be  very  glad  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  friends,  but,  of  course,  it  must  be 
understood   that   we  are  adopting 
that  course,  absolved  from  discussing 
the  question  on   the  Address.  To 
us  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  which 
occasion  is  taken,  but  plearly  we  ot^ht 
not  to  have  both.    [Oppotition  cheers."] 
I  gather,  then,  that  a  separate  dis- 
cussion after  the  Address,  but  before 
the  Budget— ["  Hear,  hear,"  from  the 
Nationalittsy-^waaid  meet  the  views  of 
hon.  Grentlemen  opposite,  and  I,  on  the 
part  of  the  Govenuneut,  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  give  a  pledge  that  that  op- 
portunity will  be  provided.    The  only 
other  point  on  which  the  right  hpn. 
(ientleman  dwelt  was  the  education  con- 
troversy and  the  Education  Bill  out  of 
which  that  controversy  would  arise,  and 
the  right  ihon.  Gentleman  made  very 
merry  over  the  epistolary  efforts  of  two 
great  ecclesiastical  dignitaries  and  pro- 
mised us  his  support  against  the  Bishop 
of    Chester    and    Ca^inal  Taughan. 
[Laughter.]  It  is  not  my  business  to  de- 
fend the  letten  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester. 
It'  was  a  very  singular  episcopal  ebulli- 
tion— [laughter  and  cAeerjr]— of  which, 
in  my  opinion,  the  less  said  the  better 
for  that  distinguished  prelate  himself. 
But    when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
promises  me  the  support  of  himself  and 
his  friends  in  regard  to  the  coming 
Education  Bill,,  though  I  am  grateful  for 
this  mark  of  his  consideration  and  re- 
gard, I  confess  that  I  found  very  slender 
hopes  upon  it.   The  i^ht  hon.  Gentle- 
man isjf  prepared,  no  doubt,  to  give  us 
or  sellius  las  support  on  conditions.  I 
think  it  excessiv^y  unlikely  that  these 
conditons  will  be  satisfied,  and,  though 
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I  have  every  hope  wid  expectation  that 
the  Bill  which.  tUI  be  immediately  intro- 
duced IB  one  tliat  will  receire  general  sup- 
port, at  all  levents  on  this  aide  of  the 
House,  and  although  I  believe  that  it 
will  do  much,  indeed)  we  may  hope  it 
may  do  all  that  may  be  necessary  in 
order  to  preserve  from  extinction  the 
great  body  of  Voluntary  Schools  in  this 
country,  I  entertain  no  personal  hopes 
whatever  that  it  is  a  Bill  that  will  be 
passed  by  consent.  The  Bill  will  be 
passed,  but  not,  I  think,  by  the  co- 
operation of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite ;  and,  although  I  shall  grate- 
fully accept  any  assistance  which  he  may 
think  it  his  duty  to  offer,  I  shall  not 
make  my  plans  for 'the  Session  on  the 
hypothesis  that  he  is  going  by  speech 
and  vote  to  give  me  that  oordiai  co- 
operation which  upon  some  other  less 
controversial  matters  I  have  now  and 
then  enjoyed  in  the  past.  But  though  I 
doubt  not  our  Debates  will  be  sharp,  I 
hope  they  will  also,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, be  short.  I  trust  that  this  Bill, 
whether  it  be  fortunate  enough  to  meet 
with  the  approval  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  or  not,  will  in  any  case  not  take 
up  any  inordinately  large  portion  of  the 
Parliamentary  time  at  our  disposal  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  present  Session. 
That  is  not  a  matter  which  depends 
upon  the  Grovemment  alone  or  upon  the 
G<>vmiment  chiefly.  We  shall  have  done 
our  best  to  secure  that  result  by  redu- 
cing, the  measure  to  the  smallest  pro- 
portions compatible  with  effectiveness 
and  givng  as  little  opportunity  for  the 
display  of  unnecessary  eloquence  as  is 
possible.  But  I  say,  not  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  but  to  my  own  friends 
upon  this  side  of  the  House,  that  it  is 
upon  our  efforts  that  we  must  rely  in 
passing  the  Bill,  and  iJthough  I  am  sure 
the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman,  will  offer  no 
more  than  fair,  honest,  direct  Parlia- 
mentary opposition  to  the  measure,  we 
cannot  count  upon  anything  from  him  in 
the  nature  of  cordial  support.  I  now 
have  traversed  the  whole  course  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  There  is  one 
Question  upon  which  I  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  give  me  an  answer, 
and  that  was-  the  view  the  Government 
take  of  the  liabilities  of  this  country 
under  the  Anglo-Turklsh  Convention. 

first  Lord     ftfc*  Trmsiiry, 


A%\smr  to  2Ier  60 

Thb  first  lord  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY: They  are  precisely  what  they 
were  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  in  office.  [Laughter.]  Having,  I 
hope,  satisfied  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
upon  that  and  on  all  the  otiwr  points  on 
whidi  he  exercised  his  undoubted  right 
to  cross-examine  me  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  I  tfeg  to  conclude  the  few  re- 
mwks  I  have  made,  expresaii^  the  hope 
that  as  the  most  controversial  and 
difficult  subject  that  it  seemed  likdy 
would  be  discussed  on  this  Address  hu 
been  deferred  to  a  later  occasion,  we  may. 
without  any  undue  delay  terminate  our 
discussion  upon  it  and  proceed  to  the 
substantial  work  of  the  Session. 

Mr.  BLAKE  rose  to  say  that,  a.her 
the  statement  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  that  he  would  fix  an  early  date 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  question 
of  the  financial  relations,  he  did  not 
propose  to  persist  tn  the  motion  thi^  it 
hxA  been  his  intention  to  submit,  be* 
Ueving  that  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  the  House  generally  and  more  con- 
formable to  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion to  take  advant^ige  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  proposal. 
*Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire)  wn- 
gratulated  .the  House  on  the  great  im- 
provement in  our  foreign  relations  since 
this  tune  last  year,  and  especially  on  the 
conclusion  of  a  Treaty  of  Arbitration 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  wlucfa 
he  regarded  as  one  of  the  greot^t  events 
of  the  centxu*y.  He  trusted  that  it  would 
make  war  impossible  henceforward  be- 
tween the  two  English-speaking  nations, 
and  in  doing  so  it  would  add  greatly  to 
the  power  and  influence  of  this  country 
in  Europe.  But  there  was  one  dark 
cloud  on  the  horizon  which  loomed  as 
black  and  ominous  as  war.  He  referred 
to  the  shocking  condition  of  the  Arme- 
oian  Christians.  Our  diplomacy  had 
been  an  utter  failure  thus  far.  The  atro- 
cious mi^vernment  of  the  Sultan  con- 
tinued, and  he  laughed  to  scorn  all  the 
protests  of  Europe.  He  wished  to  ex- 
press the  deep  sense  of  loathing  with 
which  many  of  them  regarded  the 
powerlessness  and  apathy  of  Europe; 
100,000  of  the  Armenian  Christians  had 
been  butchered;  at  least  100,000  more 
had  perished  of  disease  and  famine,  and 
still  the  Ambassadors  were  writing  notes 
and  exchanging  civilities  with- thc»  Great 
Assassin.   He  fully  ajntitted  the  enor- 
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mous  difficulties  o!  the  situation.  He 
had  no  wish  to  see  a  European  war 
broQ^t  on,  but  something  must  be  done 
to  stay  this  plague,  or  the  vengeance  of 
God  would  come  upon  Christendom.  One 
n^gestion  he  widied  to  offer  to  the 
Goremment.  The  dutress  among  the 
Armenians  was  worse  than  war;  hun- 
dreds of  thouaanda  were  perishing  from 
cold  and  hunger;  private  charity  was 
in  a  large  measure  dried  up,  and  he 
vould  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezche- 
qaer  whether  he  could  not  place  on  the 
Estimates  a  small  sum  of  £100,000  to 
be  disbursed  through  our  Ambassador  at 
Constantinople.  It  might  be  granted 
on  condition  that  an  equal  sum  be  raised 
from  private  sources.  If  this  were  done 
fnomptly  it  would  save  the  lives  of  thou- 
sands, and  do  something  to  assure  these 
poor  sufferers  that  they  were  not  foi^ 
^teu  by  their  fellow-Chriatiana  in  Eng- 
land. He  believed  it  would  receive  the 
ooidial  support  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  He  also  wished  to  express  his 
deep  sympathy  with  the  Indian  people 
in  the  awful  famine  which  had  fallen 
upon  their  country.  It  threatened  to  be- 
come one  of  the  worst  of  the  century. 
He  could  not  doubt  that  the  Indian 
Government  *ouId  do  all  that  it  could  to 
save  life,  but  he  feared  that  in  spite  of 
every  effort  a  vast  number  of  lives  would 
be  lost.  They  could  not  forget  that  three 
miUiona  of  lives  perished  in  the  great 
Jiadraa  ftunine,  and  one  million  in  the 
Orissa  famine,  and  there  was  much  room 
for  private  charity  in  addition  to  all  that 
Govertmieut  could  do.  The  appeal  for 
charity  came  rather  late,  it  might  have 
been  made  a  month  sooner,  but  he  did 
not  doubt  that  it  would  be  responded  to 
as  great  national  appeals  usually  were  in 
this  wealthy  countiy.  With  r^rd  to 
the  programme  of  the  Session,  he  would 
first  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
coming  Education  BilL  He  was  glad 
that  this  measure  would  be  more 
moderate  in  its  scope  than  the  last  one  ; 
but,  on  behalf  of  the  Protestant  Noncon- 
formists, he  would  state  in  the  most 
emphatic  terms  that  they  could  not 
consent  to  further  State  aid  to  Denomi- 
national Schools  without  public  control. 
They  regard  as  utterly  unjust  the  forcing 
of  the  children  of  Protestant  Noncon- 
formists into  Church  Schools  in  8,000 
panshes  of  England  and  Wales  where 
BO-  ttnsectorisa  school  vas  availaUe. 


The  religious  teaching  in  these  schools 
was  becoming  increasingly  opposed  to 
the  deepest  convictions  of  Protestants.  In 
some  cases  it  was  but  little  removed 
from  Romanism.  These  schools  were 
used,  in  many  cases,  to  stamp  out  Dis- 
sent. No  teacher  could  enter  the  staff 
unless  he  was  the  obsequious  servant  of 
the  parish  clergyman.  If  he  or  she 
ventured  to  show  any  independence  of 
clerical  control,  such  as  going  to  a  service 
in  a  NonconfoiTDist  chapel,  they  got  im- 
mediate dismissal  They  reganl  the 
teaching  profession  as  degraded  by 
placing  the  teachers  at  the  caprice  of  a 
single  man,  often  a  bigoted  ritualist,  who 
abhorred  the  very  name  of  Protestant, 
and  considered  it  the  main  end  of  his 
life  to  Catholicise  England.  Yet  these 
were  the  only  schools  to  which  the  chil- 
dren of  Protestant  Nonconformists  could 
be  sent  in  one  half  of  England  and  Wales. 
This  state  of  things  was  absolutely  in- 
tolerable, and  must  come  to  an  end 
sooner  or  later.  It  was  a  misnomer  to 
call  such  a  system  a  National  system  of 
education.  The  Liberal  Party  must  work 
for  a  system  of  public  schools  all  over 
the  country,  controlled  by  the  rate- 
payers, the  teachers  appointed  by  an 
elected  board,  and  the  cost  of  such 
schools  must  be  borne  by  the  State. 
The  dread  of  a  School  Rate  was  the  great 
weapon  used  by  the  Clerical  Party  to 
prevent  School  Boards  being  set  up,  and 
this  contrivance  to  hinder  National  Eiu^ 
cation  being  set  up  must  be  broi^ht  to 
an  end.  If  School  Rates  should  be  con- 
tinued they  should  not  exceed  3d.  in 
the  £,  as  Mr,  Forster  intended  when  he 
brought  in  the  Education  Bill  of  1870. 
It  was  never  intended  that  School  Rates 
should  run  up  to  their  present  figure  of 
occasionally  Is.  in  the  £.  The  principle 
which  the  Liberal  Party  of  the  futur« 
must  fight  for  was  a  system  of  education 
free  from  clerical  control  and  open  to  all 
the  nation  on  equal  terms,  witli  equal 
facilities  to  all  to  enter  the  teaching 
profession.  Nothing  short  of  this  would 
be  accepted  as  a  fidl  and  final  solution. 
He  regretted  that  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  took  no  notice  of  the  important 
Report  of  the  Welsh  Land  Commission. 
There  would  be  great  dissatisfaction  :n 
Wales  if  no  action  was  taken  upon  that 
Report  in  this  Session  of  Parliament.  It 
revealed  a  deplorable  state  of  things 
among  the  Wekh  farmers.    Distress  was 
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greater  there  than  in  any  part  of 
England,  except  the  Eastern  counties. 
Rents  were  much  higher  relatiTely  in 
Wales  than  in  England  or  Scotland. 
The  competition  for  land  was  excessiTe, 
and  a  great  portion  of  the  farmers  were 
verpring  on  insolvency.  The  land  was 
badly  farmed  for  want  of  cnpital ;  and  a 
crisis  had  arrived  which,  in  his  judgment, 
could  not  be  surmounted  except  by  a 
system  of  judicial  rents  and  fixity  of 
tenure,  as  was  the  case  in  Ireland.  This 
was  in  substance  the  Majority  Report  of 
the  Welsh  liand  Commission,  signed  by 
the  Chairman,  Lord  Carringtou.  He 
pressed  upon  the  Government  to  find 
time  for  a  short  Bill  deiding  with  this 
urgent  question.  If  this  was  not  done, 
matters  would  go  from  bad  to  worse  in 
Wales ;  and  they  might,  perhaps,  see 
agrarian  troubles  that  all  would  lament. 

Sir  ELLIS  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ekxilesall)  said  he  should  not 
have  troubled  the  House  that  night  but 
for  some  extraordinary  statements  made 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Eastern  (Question.  As  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Leader  of  the 
House  had  said,  that  Speech  was  prac- 
tically a  rechauffi  of  speeches  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
during  last  Session.  But  it  was  possible 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend,  looking  at 
the  matter,  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  Government, 
and  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
House,  rather  underrated  the  effect  of 
speeches  like  that  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  on  public  opinion,  or  the  mis- 
chief they  might  do  if  allowed  to  pass 
uncontradicted.  The  House  knew  very 
well  that  a  favourite  pastime  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  dealing  with 
the  Eastern  Question  was  to  endeavour 
to  throw  dust  on  the  memory  of  Lord 
Beaconsfield.  But  he  would  tell  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  it  was  not  Lord 
Beaconsfield's  policy,  but  the  reversal  of 
that  policy  that  had  failed ;  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  accusing  the 
Conservative  Party  of  an  Anti-Russian 
Policy  and  of  weakening  and  crippling 
Russia  by  their  action  in  1878,  forgot 
that  the  Party  to  which  be  belonged, 
and  the  great  Leader  of  tluiA  Puty,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  the  Government  that 

undertook  the  Crimean  War,  which  cost 
this  country  100  millions  of  money  and 
50,000  lives,  and.  that  begtiu  the  policy 


of  crippling  Russia.    Another  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that 
nothing  luid  been  done  for  the  improve^ 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  Tui^ey  during  the 
last  twelve  months.   That  statemmt  was  j 
unfounded.     He  hoped  with  hii  right  i 
hon.  Friend  the  Leader  of  the  Hotise 
that  the  present  consultation  of  Ambas- 
sadors at  Constantinople  might  result 
in  the   practical   amelioration   of  the 
Christian  people  of  the  Ottoman  Elmpire. 
But  those  who  knew  what  was  happening 
in  Turkey  knew  perfectly  well  that  s 
good  maoy  measures  of  reform  had 
been   put  into   operation.  Christian 
Sub-Governors    had    been  appointed 
in    the   provinces    of    Asia  Minor. 
Ohristiaa  members  of  the  Gendarme* 
had    also    been    appointed.  Thoe 
had    been    Christian    Inspecton  of 
the  Courts  of  Justice  appointed,  and 
there  had  been  large  sums  voted  by  the  , 
Turkish  Government,  and  out  of  the  | 
private  purse  of  the  Sultan  for  the  relief 
of  the  Armenians  in  Asia  Minor.  These 
things  were  never  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  and  right  hon.    Gentlemen  who 
criticised  tlw  action  of  the  Government, 
or  who  affected  to  deal  with  what  had 
happened  in  Turkey.    He  appealed  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  be  moderate 
in  their  language  when  dealing  with  thii 
question.    He  believed  that  more  human  | 
lives  had  been  sacrificed  in  Asia  Minor  ; 
during  the  past  two  yew^'  owing  to  the  j 
inmioderate  and  violent  langu^e  used 
by  Gentlemen  in  that  House  than  owing 
to  any  other  cause.    He  believed  that 
this  violent  vituperation  in  regard  to  the 
Turkish  Government  had  had  the  most 
disastrous  effect.   Hon.  Gentlemen  pro- 
fessed to  have  the  safety  of  these 
Christians  at  heart ;  he  himself  had  the 
same  desire,  but  he  begged  them  to  re- 
member that  the  power  in  these  r^ons 
was  in  the  hands  of  Mussulmen,  and  that 
if  they  were  seriously  aroused,  and  if  a 
time  of  violence  broke  forth  again,  not 
only    the   Armenians   but   the  whole 
Christian  population  of  Turkey  might 
suffer.    He,  of  course,  held  diffwent 
views  as  to  the  causes  of  these  musacm, 
and  did  not  believe  that  the  Sultaa  was 
responsible  for  them.  It  would  have  been 
the  worst  polii^  that  any  ruler,  could 
adopt  to  order  such '  massacres  as  took 
place  at  the  close  of  I89Q.   He  was 
happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  tranquillity 
prevailed  now,  and  had  prevailed  during 
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the  last  t^rclTe  months'  over  the  greater 
part  of  Turkey.  He  had  spoken  with 
many  Turks  on  these  questions,  and  th^ 
deplored  as  deeply  as  did  the  Christians 
of  this  country  the  massacres  which  had 
taken  place.  He  hod  also  had  the  op- 
portunity of  speaking  to  the  leaders  of 
the  Armenian  &nd  Greek  religions  in  Tur- 
key, and  he  could  assure  hon.  Members 
that  they  took  a  very  different  view  to 
that  which  was  taken  by  the  supposed 
representatives  of  the  Armenians  in  that 
Hotue.  Their  one  great  object  was  to 
secure  the  maintenance  of  tranquillity, 
and  to  prevent  any  further  outbreak  of 
ftuiaticism.  One  of  the  most  prominent 
Christian  prelates  in  Turkey  had  said  to 
him  that  the  only  two  things  that  were 
wanted  in  Turkey  now  were,  first,  the 
maintenance  of  tranquillity,  and  secondly 
the  placing  of  good  men  in  power  and 
keeping  them  there— not  good  Christians 
but  good  Turks.  If  our  Ambassador  at 
Constantinople,  instead  of  indulging  in  a 
wild  course  of  abuse  and  oppoaiton  to 
the  Sultan  and  the  Turkish  GoTemment, 
had  only  ndhered  to  his  one  object  of 
getting  well  known  good  men  in  power 
in  Turkey  and  keeping  them  there,  he 
would  have  achieved  a  great  deal  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Turkish  iKJople.  He  was 
told  that  they  had  plenty  of  reforms  on 
l»aper,  all  they  wanted  was  their  execu- 
tion. The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  had 
told  them  in  the  vague,  grandiose  lan- 
guage of  which  he  was  such  a  master, 
that  his  policy  was  that  of  friendship 
with  Russia,  but  he  did  not  say  what 
was  p^feotly  well  known,  that  it  had 
been  Russian  opposition  which  had 
steadily  for  the  last  18  months  prevented 
any  intervention  of  this  country  in  Tur- 
key. He  must  know  that  Prince  Lobanoff 
checked  Lord  Rosebery's  attempt  at 
practical  intervention,  and  that  the  Rus- 
sian Government  did  the  same  thing  in 
November  last  with  regard  to  the  ad- 
miniBtration  now  in  power.  The  policy 
of  the  Russian  Government  was  to 
promote  disorders  in  Turk^,  to  [nxvent 
the  intai^ention  of  other  Powers  at  all 
costs,  and  to  allow  Turkey  to  rot  to 
pieces  in  order  that  the  prize  might  fall 
into  their  own  hands*  He  had  never 
been  a  believer  in  the  Concert  of  Europe, 
and  the  reason  why  Russia  was  now  going 
in  for  it  was  because  that  was  now  the 
only  way  by  which  she  could  prevent 
intervention  on  the  part  of  the  other 


Powers  in  the  affairs  of  Turkey.  If  Con- 
stantinople were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Russia,  it  would  place  her  in.  a  naval  and 
military  position  of  overwhelming 
strength,  and  our  hold  over  ^ypt,  the 
Suez  Canal,  and  even  India  would  be 
most  gravely  inperilled.  There  was 
another  policy  in  regard  to  these  ques- 
tions which  the  tiovemment  would 
sooner  or  later  be  forced  to  adopt,  and 
that  was  to  find  allies  in  Europe  whose 
interests  were  coincident  with  our  own, 
and  agree  upon  a  policy  with  them.  He 
believed  that  would  enable  England  to 
iemand  any  reforms  from  Tur^y.  He 
deeply  regretted  the  attitude  which  our 
Ambassador  at  Constantinople  had 
taken  up.  He  believed  there  were  signs 
of  improvement  already  in  Turkey,  and 
that  if  tranquillity  were  maintained  that 
improvement  would  proceed,  and  that 
possibly  at  no  distant  date  the  varied 
populations  in  Turkey,  so  opposed  in 
history,  race  and  religion,  might  be  able 
to  live  totrether  in  peace  and  prosperity. 

Mb.  henry  BROADHURST  (Leioes- 
ter)  called  attention  to  the  imprisonment 
in  Be^ium  of  Alderman  Tillett,  whose 
object  had  been  a  perfectly  lawful  one — 
namely,  to  induce  the  workiHM)pIe  to  be- 
come better  organised.  AKIennan  Tillett 
was  kept  in  prison  for  48  hours  and  then 
released,  he  believed,  without  trial. 
He  asked  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  to  impress  on  the  Bel- 
gian Government  that  an  Englishman 
was  an  Englishman  whatever  his  social 
position  might  be,  and  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  Government  of  this  country 
was  at  the  disposal  of  the  poorest  sub- 
'  jects  of  the  Queen  as  much  as  of  that  of  > 
the  richest  and  most  exalted.  He  him- 
self feared  that  this  was  not  realised  by 
the  Belgian  Government.  This  was  not 
a  mere  sentimental  complaint  of  im- 
prisonment, but  of  the  fearful  insanittuy 
condition  of  the  cell  in  which  for  48 
hours  Mr.  Tillett  was  imprisoned.  He 
had  had  the  honour  of  knowing  Mr. 
Tillett  for  many  years.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  refinement  for  a  workman,  and 
never  hod  a  robust  constitution.  The 
cell  in  which  he  w&a  incarcerated  was  in 
such  a  condition  as  to  poison  and  under- 
mine the  strongest  constitution.  His 
health  was  probably  ruined  for  life. 
Since  his  imprisonment  he  had  been 
unable  to  dischai^e  his  ofiieial  duties  i'l 
connection  with  his  trade  associatio  i, 
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nnd  liad  beeu  put  to  great  expense  iu 
leaving  his  home  for  seaside  resorts  to 
better  his  health.  Under  the  strong 
advice  of  medical  mexi  he  had  now  set 
sail  for  New  Zealand,  which  would  keep 
him  away  from  his  work  for  12  months, 
and  even  then  it  was  tmcOTtain  whether 
he  would,  when  he  returned,  be  fit  to 
resume  his  public  duties.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  horded  the  Government 
would  insist  on  ample  reparation  being 
made  by  the  Belgian  Government  for 
such  an  outrage  Qn  a  British  subject. 
He  was  afraid  that  Mr.  TiUett's  social 
position  not  being  in  the  first  rank  the 
importauce  of  his  case  might  be  under- 
estimated, and  consequently  it  m^ht, 
though  unintentionally,  be  neglected. 
He  now  wished  to  refer  to  the  extraordi- 
nary speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shfilfield.  If  misfortunes  should  over- 
take the  foreign  affairs  of  this  country, 
the  Leader  of  the  House  would  see  that 
his  weakness  was  in  not  having  the  hon. 
Member  to  preside  over  them.  [Langh- 
ter.l  He  himself  was  perfectly  horrified 
that  an  English  Member  of  Parliament, 
if  not  himself  an  Englishman,  should 
have  dared,  in  the  presence  of  freeborn 
Britons,  to  stand  up  as  the  public  apolo- 
gist of  a  person  like  the  Sultan  of  Turkey, 
whose  mymudons  had  sent  shudders  and 
terrors  throt]^hout  the  civilised  world  by 
their  barbarities  and  murders.  He  was 
astonished  that  the  hon.  Member  should 
have  defended  this  monster  and  attacked 
one  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  the  British 
Ambassador,  who  was  not  able  publicly 
to  defend  himself.  With  regard  to  the 
Government  proposals  on  the  subject  of 
Education,  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  Government  measure  hud  been  pre- 
pared, but  if  it  was.  not  too  late  he  would 
tell  the  Leader  of  the  House  the  secret 
of  obtaining  for  it  universal  support 
from  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House. 
It  was  that  where  public  money  was 
given  public  and  popular  control  should 
follow.  No  one  knew  better  than  the 
Leader  of  the  House  that  the  so-called 
"  Voluntary "  Schools  were  sectarian 
schools  under  another  name.  He  did 
not  object  to  the  further  expenditure  of 
public  money  in  aid  of  education,  but  if 
public  money  were  voted,  whether  in  aid 
of  elementary -schools,  secondary  schools, 
or  training  colleges,  they,'  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  House,  would  insist  on 
pubUc  control  following.    If  the  Leader 

Mr.  Urnry  Broadkurat. 


.ot  the  House  would  take  a  "tip"  from 
him  and  provide  for  this,  he  would  have 
a  record  Session,  and  be  able  to  pose, 
not  as  Leader  of  a  mere  section  of  the 
House — including  the  hon.  Member  for 
SheflUdd — ^but  of  the  whole  House  and 
the  country.  What  a  magnificent  posi- 
tion to  contemplate.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  sti'ong  enough  and  equal 
to  the  occasion  he  would  now  have  a 
chance  which  might  never  occur  again. 
[Laughter  tmd  "  Hear,  hear  I  "] 

On  the  return  of  Mb.  SnAXBB,  after 

the  usual  interval — 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon- 
Trent)  said  that  there  were  one  or  two 
omissions  iu  the  pn^ramme  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  set  forth  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  which  he  should  like  to  call  at- 
tention to.  In  the  first  place  he  should 
like  to  have  seen  among  their  promised 
measures  a  Reditttribution  BiU  which 
would  have  divided  the  country  into 
something  approaching  equal  electoral 
districts,  so  as  to  get  rid  of  the  present 
unjust  method  of  representation  under 
which  small  constituencies  wpre  over 
represented,  while  large  constituoicieB 
and  pl«^  of  importance  were  either 
under  represented  or  wero  left  without 
representation.  The  limit  of  50,000 
population  was  taken  to  be  a  proper  one 
to  entitle  a  borough  to  representation, 
but  that  limit  had  been  widely  departed 
from  in  many  instances.  In  the  first 
place,  as  regarded  England  and  Scotland, 
he  found  that  the  following  con- 
stituencies were  represented  in  that 
House:  King's  Lynn  with  a  population 
of  18,360,  St.  Andrew's  with  a  popula- 
tion of  18,911,  Buteshire  with  a  popula- 
tion of  18,217,  Durham  with  a  popula- 
tion of  15,387,  Penryn  and  Falmouth 
with  a  population  of  17,454,  Winchester 
with  a  population  of  19,073,  and  Salis- 
bury with  a  population  of  17,362.  Let 
him  compare  those  constituencies  with 
such  constituencies  as  those  of  Cardiff, 
with  a  population  of  132,229,  Hudders- 
field  with  a  population  of  96,495,  Hanley 
with  a  population  of  86,945,  Wands- 
worth with  a  population  of  113,244, 
Romford  with  a  population  of  103,000, 
Deptford  with  a  population  of  101,286, 
and  Croydon  with  a  population  of 
102,695.  In  his  view  the  laUer  con- 
stituencies were  very  inadequately  rcpre* 
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seoted  eompared  with  the  former. 
There  were  moreover,  a  large  number  of 
tvo*Uember  constituencies  still  left.  Thus 
the  following  Were  two-Member  con- 
atituenciea :  Stockport  having  a  popula- 
tion of  70,263,  Ipswich  having  a  popula- 
tion of  57,360,  York  having  a  population 
of  67,000,  Bath  havii^  a  population  of 
54,551,  Northampton  having  a  popula- 
tion of  70,872,  Stoke  having  a  popula- 
tkm  of  75,352,  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
having  a  population  of  186,300.  Ireland 
had  a  reprnentation  23  in  excess  of  its 
proper  proportion!  such  places  as  Newry 
with  a  population  of  13,605,  Kilkenny 
with  a  population  of  13,722,  and  Galway 
with  a  population  of  16,942,  each  return- 
ing a  Member  to  that  House.  With  re- 
gwd  to  the  over  representation  of  Ire- 
land, the  present  XiOrd  Chancellor  had 
stated  at  the  St.  Stephen's  Club,  that 
Home  Rule  could  not  be  considered  dead 
88  long  as  the  representation  of  Ireland 
at  Westminster  remained  as  large  as  it 
was  at  present.  He  could  hope  that,  in 
inch  eiroumstances  as  he  had  referred  to, 
Ha  Majesty's  Government  would  give 
their  attention  to  this  subject.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  Turning  to  another  subject, 
that  of  the  abolition  of  the  Irish  Vice- 
Rojalty  sham  and  farce  which  was 
carried  on  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  at 
Dublin  Castle,  he  might  say  that  English- 
men had  no  desire  to  see  Ireland 
governed  on  any  different  system  to  that 
under  which  they  lived.  He  was  in 
favour  of  getting  rid  of  Dublin  Castle 
aJt<^etha'}  as  well  as  of  the  Irish  Ptivy 
Council  He  also  advocated  the  establish- 
ment of  Sc^al  residoices  in  Ireland.  It 
was  no  wonder  that  there  should  be  dis- 
loyalty in  Ireland  when  the  Irish  people 
never  saw  any  member  of  the  Koyal 
family  in  consequence  of  there  being  no 
Royal  residence  in  the  country.  As  for 
the  Dublin  Castle  system,  it  seemed 
strange  at  first  sight  that  its  abolition 
should  be  opposed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North.  Tyrone.  That 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  speaking 
upon  the  subject  said :  — 

"Re  himnlf  shonld  oppose,  if  it  ever  cropped 
up,  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Ticerov  in 
Inland,  because  it  was  essential  to  working 
out  the  principle  of  Home  Rule  and  tbe  esta- 
Uiihment  of  an  Independent  Legislature  for 
Irebad." 

Agun  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland 


division  in  speaking  on  the  same  subject 
said: — 

"  he  would  most  strongly  and  vehemently  op- 
pose any  aach  proposition,  because  be  regarded 
tlie  Viceroyalty  as  one  of  the  distinct  marks  of 
Irish  nationality  wliicb  Irish  N^ationaliBta  would 
be  very  foolisb  indeed  to  surrender." 

These  observations  showed  the  necessity 
that  there  was  for  getting  rid  of  the  exiMr 
ing  separate  system  of  Government  for 
Irdand.  He  should  like  to  ask  hon.  and 
r^ht  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  whether 
they  had  dropped  Home  Rule  altogether 
out  of  the  Liberal  programme.  In  January 
1895,  the  National  Liberal  Federation 
had  passed  a  Resolution  to  the  effect  that 
Home  Rule  still  held  a  foremost  place  in 
the  programme  of  the  Liberal  Party,  and 
he  should  like  to  know  whether  that  was 
their  opinion  at  the  present  time.  He 
should  also  like  to  know  who  was  the 
real  leader  of  the  Liberal  Party.  Spell- 
ing on  this  subject  at  Dewsbury,  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Membra*  for  East 
Fife  had  said:  — 

"  They  were  going  up  to  Westminster  in  a  few 
days  with  full  confidence  in  the  sagacity  of 
thsAT  Leader  and  in  the  discipline  and  loyalty 
of  their  rank  and  filft— [f  Aeers] — and  with  the 
most  sbvnuous  determination  to  use  to  the  full 
in  tiia  promotion  of  pvgresuve,  and  in  the 
arrMt  and  d^eat  of  reactionary,  legislation  all 
the  legislative  weapons  and  opportunities  of 
Party  warbre." 

On  the  otiier  hand,  Mr.  Russell  had 
said : — 

"Whom  does  the  lib^^  Party  follow  just 
now?  It  folkiws  no  one  absolutely;  the 
leadership  is  in  comtniasion,  and  the  Party 
picks  and  chooses,  and  follows  one  man  on  one 
subject  and  another  on  another.  Lord  Rose- 
bery^ves  ss  the  right  lead  on  Home  Bule, 
Sir  vnliua  Harcourt  on  finance,  and  Mr. 
Asq^uith  on  social  reform." 

Th^  also  wanted  to  know  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  what  took 
place  early  in  1894,  irhen  Mr.  Gladstone 
resigned  the  Premiership.  Writing  in 
Truth  on  October  29,  1896,  the  hon. 
Member  said :  — 

"  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  Liberal 
Party  has  had  to  tliank  the  majority  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  last  Cabinet  for  depriving  us  of 
the  invaluable  services  of  that  trusted  veteran ; 
for  preventing  an  appeal  to  the  country  on  the 
action  of  the  Lords ;  and  for  the  dreary  plough- 
ing of  the  sands  of  the  sea  that  made  the 
Party  ridicobus  in  the  sight  of  men  and 
angels;  as  well  as       having  sacrificed  that 

[Firnt  D-iu. 
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kejiitoiie  of  Libenliun,  tlie  prewBce  of  tbe 
liberal  Fnmicr  in  tiw  House  of  Cunmoni." 

He  looked  forward  to  the  furthw  cUsclo- 
sures  of  the  hon.  Member  wilh  consi- 
derable curiosity.  They  had  heard  a 
good  deal  in  the  last  few  weeks  about 
the  Report  of  the  Financial  Relations 
Commission.  The  mere  perusal  of  the 
names  of  the  Commissioners  was  enouf^h 
to  show  that  this  was  a  packed  Commis- 
sion, packed  for  a  special  object,  the 
pasing  of  the  Home  Kule  Bill.  Its  con- 
clusions, therefore,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  perfectly  valueless,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  the  Party  opposite  would  be 
able  to  make  much  capital  out  of  the 
Report.  The  Opposition  were  handi- 
capped enough  already  by  the  adoption 
of  the  policy  of  Home  Rule.  They 
would  only  increase  their  difficulties  by 
telling  the  British  taxpayers  that  they 
must  provide  £2,700,000  a  year  more  in 
order  that  Ireland  might  be  taxed  as  a 
separate  taxable  entity.  It  was  admitted 
that  Irishmen  individually  had  no  griev- 
ance ;  in  fact  in  the  matter  of  taxation 
thc^  vren  better  off  than  Englishmen  and 
Scotchmen.  Scotchmen  might  have  a 
grievance,  but  Irishmen  had  none.  Re- 
ferring to  the  grant  of  £200  made  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  George 
Brooks,  the  plaintiff  in  a  recent  trial, 
the  hon.  Member  described  him  as  a 
Radical  Unionist  of  the  tyi>e  manufac 
tured  in  West  Birmingham.  Grants 
such  as  that  made  in  this  case  were  the 
price  which  the  country  had  to  pay  to 
enable  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  to  masquerade  as  the  leader 
of  a  distinct  party,  although  he  sat  on 
the  front  Ministerial  bench.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  promise  of  relief  to  the 
Voluntary  schools,  he  expressed  his  obli- 
gations to  the  Government  for  the  pro- 
minent place  which  they  had  given  to 
the  subject  in  their  programme.  He 
trusted  that  there  would  be  no  drawing 
back  and  no  flinching,  and  that  by  the 
31st  of  March  the  Voluntary  schools 
would  have  obtained  that  assistance  to 
which  th^  were  entitled.  He  hoped 
that  the  assistance  given  would  be  suffi- 
cient not  only  to  enable  them  to  meet 
the  demands  made  upon  them  by  the 
Education  Department,  but  also  to  stand 
their  ground  in  the  severe  and  ruthless 
competition  of  the  School  Boards* 

Afr.  Dmt^as  Coghili. 


&U.  HENRY  LABQUCHERE  (Korth- 
ampton)  obserred  that  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  spoken  about 
everything  on  the  earth,  above  it,  and 
below  it,  and  had  attacked  with  porfect 
impartiality  everybody  on  his  own  side  of 
the  House  and  everylxwly  on  the  Opposi- 
tion side  with  the  exception  of  faiinself 
(Mr.  Labouchere).  For  the  praise  which 
the  hon.  Membo*  had  extended  tn  him 
he  was  very  grateful.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  would  remember 
that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  bad 
asked  for  certain  explanations  with  re- 
gard to  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
towards  the  Cyprus  Convention.  The 
right,  hon.  Member  would,  he  thought, 
admit  that  no  answer  was  given  by  the 
Leader  of  the  House  to  the  questions 
that  were  put  to  him.  In  fact,  the 
Leader  of  the  House  rather  evaded  those 
questions,  sa3ring  that  his  views  on  tbe 
subject  were  identical  with  those  of  tbe 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  Well,  they 
knew  the  views  of  the  Opposition.  Mr. 
Gladstone,  speaking  for  his  Party,  bad 
declared  that  he  r^arded  tbe  Conven- 
tion as  an  "  insane  Convention."  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  North  East  Man- 
chester, when  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  was  understood  to  say 
in  the  House  that  the  Convention  was 
dead,  but  when  reference  was  made  to 
Hansard  it  was  found  that  the  word 
"dead"  had  become  "dormant."  Were 
they  to  understand  timt  the  Convention 
was  "dormant"  at  the  present  timel 
He  really  did  not  see  how  they  could  ez* 
pect  Russia  to  aid  and  abet  efforts  to 
establish  good  government  in  Armenit 
if  the  result  of  those  efforts  woxdd  be  to 
revivify  a  Treaty  which  was  absolutely 
aimed  by  us  against  Russia.  He  did  not 
think  it  a  fair  answer  to  say  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Leader  of  the  House  was 
precisely  the  some  as  the  opinion  of  tbe 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  unless  they 
were  therein  given  distinctly  to  ',unde^ 
stand  that  tlds  Trea^,  as  far  as  the 
guarantee  of  Asia  Minor  was  concerned, 
was  not  only  "dormant,"  but  dead- 
They  ought  also  to  have  a  clear  under- 
standing  that  the  papers  which  were  to 
be  published  would  be  presented  abnort 
immediately,  that  they  would  be  foil, 
and  that  as  soon  as  they  had  been  j  pre- 
sented an  opportunity  would  be  given  to 
the  Members  of  the  House  to  oqibbi 
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their  vieirB  fully  and  to  criticise  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Government. 
*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  he  should  not 
hare  risen  at  that  moment  if  the  GoTem- 
ment  had  made  an  answer  to  the  appeal 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton. 
WhHst  he  agreed  that  a  general  discus- 
aion  on  the  subject  of  Armenia  might 
wisely  be  deferred,  he  held  that  with 
re<^rd  to  the  Ania  Minor  Convention 
BODietfaing  ought  to  be  said  that  night. 
He  hod  dissociated  himself  from  the  ex- 
treme forms  of  agitation  in  the  recess, 
but  whilst  he  thought  that  that  flotation 
iras  in  some  respects  open  to  criticism, 
he  thought  that  in  the  tameness  of  the 
debate  and  of  the  action  taken  that 
evening  an  error  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion was  committed.  Th^  had  hardly 
done  jnstioe  to  the  deep  feeling  that 
existed  in  the  country  upon  this  ques- 
tion. The  country  naturally  expected 
information.  The  reply  of  the  Leader 
of  the  House  to  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition was  rather  calculated  to  set  up 
the  Asia  Minor  Convention  as  a  more 
substantial  fact  than  he  had  taken  it  to 
be.  The  Grovemment  in  1880  regarded 
that  Convention  as  dead.  The  massacres 
that  occurred  at  that  period  were  quite 
as  horrible  as  those  that  had  occurred 
recently.  The  right  hon.  Member  fbr 
Aberdeea  at  that  time  disapproved  the 
removal  of  the  military  Consuls 
horn  Asia  Minor,  the  creation  of  those 
Consulates  being  an  essential  por- 
tion of  the  Asia  Minor  Convention. 
As  to  what  was  the  general  position  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  the  Asia 
Minor  Convention,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  at  all;  it  was  something  very 
different  from  what  had  been  descacibed 
to  the  House  in  the  present  Debate 
horn  either  of  the  front  Bendws. 
It  -waM  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  Conservative  Government  of  1878 
eonduded  that  Convention  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  befriending  Turkey ; 
the  object  must  have  been  some  sup- 
posed advuitage  to  ourselves.  It  was, 
no  doubt,  felt  by  the  Government  of  1878 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  induce 
the  British  public  to  defend  Tivkey, 
eren  though  British  interests  might  be 
supposed  to  demand  it,  if  Turkey  would 
not  reform  herself;  axtd  thmfore  the 
Convention  was  made  conditional  in 
fonn.  So  little  did  the  Turks  regard  it 


as  an  advantage  to  themselves  that  they 
were  the  first  to  ask  to  be  released  from 
it.  The  Convention  was  always  con- 
demned by  the  Liberal  Party ;  and  he 
was  obliged  to  say  that  what  had  hap- 
pened  had  absolutely  justified  the  con- 
demnation. In  the-  opinion  of  the 
Govemmmt  of  1880  the  island  of  Cyprus 
was  worthless  to  this  country,  and  its 
possession  a  source  of  military  weakness. 
At  that  time  the  Convention  was  looked 
upon  aa  dead,  and  the  action  we  took  was 
taken  entirely  under  the  Gist  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin  in  concert  with  all 
the  Powers.  In  the  Identic  Note  of 
1880  the  French  Government  played  a 
great  part,  and  the  strongest  language 
of  menace  was  used  as  to  what  would 
happen  to  the  dominions  of  the  Porte  if 
reforms  were  not  executed.  Therefore 
we  departed  entirely  from  all  intention 
of  acting  under  the  Asia  Minor  Conven- 
tion. Our  action  failed  in  spite  of  cir- 
cumstances which  were'  singularly  close 
to  those  of  the  present  day.  England 
and  Russia,  acting  together,  produced  a 
scheme  of  reforms  consistent  with  the 
61st  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  and 
it  was  laid  before  the  Porte.  The  scheme 
was  accepted  by  all  the  Powers,  but  not 
by  the  Porte ;  and  the  Government  of 
this  country,  in  spite  of  the  horrible 
character  of  what  was  happening  in 
Armenia,  was  unable  to  secure  the  assent 
of  the  Government  of  the  Porte.  He, 
however,  believed  that  if  the  United 
Kingdom,  Russia,  and  France  wtre  actu- 
ally united  in  pressing  upon  the  Porte 
a  policy  of  reform  they  could  easily 
obtain  serious  guarantees  of  better 
government  in  Txu-key.  He  earnestly 
desired  to  obtain  reform  in  Turkey  con- 
sisteut  with  the  existence  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Porte,  because  he  shrank 
from  the  horrors  which  would  happen  in 
case  a  general  partition  of  Turkey  were 
attempted.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  Of  course, 
it  depended  upon  Russia,  in  the  last 
instance,  whether  reforms  in  Turkey  were 
secured ;  but  doubtless  the  worthless 
possession  of  the  island  of  Cyprus  might 
be  made  a  factor  in  a  policy  of  pressure, 
which  he  believed  for  the  sake  of  the 
Porte  itself,  and  certainly  for  the  sake 
of  the  European  Powers,  ought  to  be 
followed.  CyiHiu  might  with  advantage 
be  handed  over  to  Greek  rule,  under  the 
guarantee  of  Russia,,  England,  and 
France,    a    step    which    might  be 
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the  beginning  of  e£FectiTe  means 
of  bringing  press  ure  to  bear  on 
the  Porte,  There  were  one  or  two 
other  matters  to  which  he  wished  to  refer 
upon  the  present  ocoaaion.  There  were, 
for  instance,  the  departures  from  the 
positive  promises  which  the  Under  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  had 
made  to  the  House  in  r^ard  to  our  Pro- 
tectorates. Frequently^  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  slavery 
existed  in  Zanzibar.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  given  very  positive 
promises  as  to  the  changes  which  were 
to  be  introduced ;  he  told  them,  for 
example,  tliat  when  Mr.  Harding  went 
back  to  Zanzibar  last  autumn  steps  would 
be  taken  immediately  to  get  rid  of  the 
slavery  there.  Those  steps  had  been 
postponed,  and  the  Under  Secretary  had 
told  a  deputation  which  waited  upon  him 
that  the  case  of  slavery  in  Zanzibar  was 
wholfy  different  from  the  slavery  which 
formerly  existed  in  the  West  Indies.  He 
said  that  the  slaves  and  the  slaveowners 
in  Zanzibar  belonged  to  tlie  sfime  race, 
and  that  the  dangers  and  the  horrors  of 
slavery  were  much  less  under  circum- 
stances of  that  kind  than  they  were  in 
the  West  Indies.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's statement  was  entirely  opposed  to 
fact,  as  in  Zanzibar  the  slaves  w.ere  of  a 
different  race  to  the  slaveowners.  But 
the  Under  Secretary  used  another  argu- 
ment which  was  even  more  startling ;  he 
told  the  deputation  that  the  legal  statua 
of  slavery  had  been  abolished  in  British 
colonies,  but  not  in  protectorates.  He 
could  not  understand  how  the  right  hon. 
Gwtleman  could  make  that  statement  in 
face  of  the  fact  which  had  been  re- 
peatedly brought  to  his  knowledge  that 
the  Colonial  Office  had  abolished  slavery 
over  and  over  again  in  [n*otectorates. 
He  had  previously  quoted  to  the 
rit^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  case  of 
the  Protectorate  in  the  Malay 
Peninsula,  where  slavery  was  aboUshed 
by  the  Colonial  Office  the  moment  it 
took  charge  of  those  countries.  It  was 
therefore  di^raceful  that  the  Foreign 
Office  should  continue  to  tolerate  slavery 
in  Zanzibar,  and  in  a  protectorate  which 
was  virtually  a  British  colony.  Turning, 
next  to  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  he 
said  that  in  the  Oil  Rivers  Protectorate 
this  country  had  found  itself  involved  in 
a  war.  Some  statement  ought  to  have 
been  made  in  the  Queen's  Speech  with 
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regard  to  the  causes  of  that  war.  He 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  received  any  confirmation  of 
the  extraordinary  information  that  vu 
to  be  found  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
previous  day.  The  wife  of  one  of  the 
gentlemen  first  reported  killed,  in  ao 
interview  stated  in  effect  that  the  whole 
expedition  to  Benin  vent  there  onfy 
out  of  curiosity.  [Mr.  Cubzon  »hook  hit  '. 
head.]  He  was  glad  to  see  that  expres- 
sion of  dissent ;  but  all  these  little  wan  \ 
strongly  confirmed  him  in  the  view  that 
the  Foreign  Office  was  not  the  depart-  | 
ment  of  the  State  which  ought  to  admi- 
nister those  virtual  colonies  and  carry  i 
on  those  wars.  Nothing  had  been  said 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  as  to 
the  new  departure  taken  in  sending  a  I 
Commission  to  the  West  Indies  to  in-  ! 
quire  into  the  sugar  industry.  He  oonld 
not  but  feel  that  false  hopes  were  heiiig 
held  out  to  the  Wesi  Indies  hy  this  de* 
parture.  It  would  be  understood  in 
the  West  Indies  as  meaning  that  some 
protectionist  steps  were  to  be  taken  for 
the  benefit  of  its  sugar  as  against  the 
sugars  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  [Chteri.] 
He  did  not  believe  it  was  probable  that 
Parliament  would  assent  to  any  fro- 
posals  of  that  kind,  ev^  if  the  Com- 
mission should  make  them.  On  the 
question  of  the  government  of  the  West 
Indian  colonira,  he  juc^ed  from  the  oaf 
respondence  which  he  had  on  the  sab- 
ject  that  there  was  a  strong  feeling  in 
those  colonies  for  a  litUe  more  freedom 
from  administrative  red>tape,  more  free- 
dom to  gjovem  themselves  than  they 
possessed  at  present,  and  that  the  offer 
of  financial  proposals  which  were  un- 
likely to  be  made  or  to  be  carried  wai 
being  held  out  to  the  colonics  as  a  sop 
instead  of  the  administrative  reforms 
being  undertaken  which  the  people 
desired.  Since  the  Debates  of  last  year 
the  questions  of  Chitral  and  Kafiristan 
had  arism.  Full  details  had  come  from 
Afghanistan  and  the  frontier  provinces 
88  to  the  treatment  extended  tks 
Afghan  troops  to  the  unfortunate  in- 
habitants of  Kafiristan.  If  the  facti 
were  as  had  been  alleged  in  a  pamphlet 
issued  with  the  authority  of  the  Bishop 
of  Lahore  and  oth^,  nothing  more 
horrible  had  occurred  in  the  history  of 
the  relations  between  civilised  and  un- 
civilised people.  The  Ameer  had  reoeiTed 
from  us  that  which  was  not  ours  to  give 
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— namdy,  a  large  tnwt  of  Eafiristan. 
The  Ameer  tent  to  that  eountry  a  lai^ 
ftnrce  whicA  was  provided  with  arms  by 
08,  and  which  was  paid  by  ub,  and  the 
unfortunate  people  made  a  complete 
political  Bubmiseion  to  it.  But  the 
people  stipulated  for  the  free  exercise 
of  their  religion,  and  the  Ameer's  com- 
mander-in-chief boasted  of  having  pro- 
mised to  them  this*  while  he  intended 
ali  the  time  to  break  the  promise. 

Tra  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (LoBD  GaoROB  Hahulton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing)  said  ha  had  not  seen  or 
faeud  anything  authentic  in  support  of 
that  allegation.     Could  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  give  him  the  facts  or  a  copy  of 
the  document,  because  his  information 
was  to  the  contrary  effect  T 
*SiB  C.  DILKE  said  that  all  the  evi- 
denoe  in  his  possession  as  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  statements  which  had  been 
published  in  India  convinced  him.  As, 
however,  iha  noble  Lord  had  not  seen 
the  pamphlet,  he  would  send  a  eopy  of 
it  to  him.    He  next  called  att^tion  to 
the  Education  Bill,  and  the  terms  in 
which  it  was  quoted  to  the  House.  Last 
year  this  Bill  was  called  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  "  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Volun- 
tary Schools."    In  reply  to  his  question 
St  that  time,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  said  that,  in  spite  of  the  words 
in  the  Queen's  Speech,  it  was  intended 
to  deal  with  the  poor  Board  School 
Districts    as   well.     He  gathered  that 
the  KU  of  this  year  was  to  be  practi- 
cally a  money  clause,  but  the  tmns  in 
ihich  the  Leader  of  the  House-  gave 
Botioe  of  the  Bill  would  shut  out  assis- 
tance to  poor  Board  Schools.     If  the 
Government  did  not  intend  to  redeem 
the  pledge  they  had  given  on  this  point, 
and  if  they   were  to   confine  their 
Bill  to  Voluntary  Schools,  there  would 
he  extreme  disappointment  and  dis- 
satisfaction   which    would    not  be 
confined  to  one  side  of  the  House. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to-night 
had  said  that  the  Liberal  Party  would 
SBpport  the  Bill  if  the  Government  would 
give  assistance   to   the   poor  School 
Board    Districts    which    needed  it. 
The  pressure  in  those  districts  was 
well  known,  and  it  was  admitted  even  by 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Council.  If 
the  Bill  was  so  drawn  this. year,  as  re- 
garded its  title,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible even  to  raise  the  case  of  the  poor 
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Sohod  Board  districts,  a  heavy  cluurge  of 
breach  of  foith  against  the  GoTMnment 
would  be  justified  on  the  part  of  those 

whose  interests  were  involved. 

Mr,  J.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  said  he 
much  r^etted  the  cold  and  minimisii^ 
paragraph  in  the  Queen's  Speech  in  rela^ 
tion  to  the  events  that  had  happened 
during  the  last  18  months  in  Turkey. 
Considering  what  those  events  had  been, 
he  certainly  expected  that  the  reference 
to  them  would  have  been  in  more  serious 
terms.    The  general  voice  of  the  country 
had  required  the  €}ovemment  to  carry 
out  the  obligations  which  existed  und^ 
the  Treaty  for  the  protection  of  the 
Eastern  Christians  ;  but  it  was  question- 
able whether  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
by   the^^anner  of  the  language  they 
employed,  really  looked  upon  the  ques- 
tion  with   the    seriousness  which  the 
country  undoubtedly  felt.     The  mas- 
sacres of  1880  to  1883    were  nothing 
in  comparison  with  what  happened  last 
jeOT.  Not  fewer  than  100,000  Christians 
perished  by  slaughter,  and  probably 
as  many  more  had  perished  I^  famine 
and  starvation.    Therefore,  the  state  of 
things  had  reached  a  culmination  in  the 
last  18  months  entirely  without  prece- 
dent, even  in  the  annals  of  the  blood- 
Btained  East.    The  Government  would 
have  to  show  the  House  that  they  had 
done  everything  possible  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the 
country  in  this  matter.    The  position  of 
this  country  in  r^ard  to  Eastern  affairs 
seemed  to  be  one  of  great  humiliation. 
Our  diplomacy,  howeror    excellent  its 
intention,  had  certainty  been  a  diplomacy 
of  failure.    He  should  be  sorry  to  pre- 
judge the  case  which  the  Government 
would  make  when  they  laid  papers  before 
Parliament,  and  he  had  risen  with  the 
object  of  asking  when  those  papers  would 
be  ready,  what  they  would  contain,  and 
whether  they  would  carry  the  story  on 
from  the  last  papers  delivered  last  spring. 
He  also  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Government  would  give  the  House  an 
early  opportunity  of    discussing  the 
matter.   ["Hear,  hear!"] 

•Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  G. 
CuRZON,  Lancashire,  Southport)  denied 
that  the  reference  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
to  the  events  which  had  happened  in 
Eastern  Europe  was  in  cold  and  mini-" 
mising  terms.    The  complaint  was  most 
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unreaaoiiable.  He  referred  to  the  Speech, 
and  read  the  opening  sentence  of  the 
second  paragraph,  and  said  he  did  not 
think  hon.  Members  would  find  in  the 
■worils  employed  any  justification  for  the 
complaint  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
— ["  hear,  hear  I "]— or  any  ground  for 
stating  that  either  the  Government,  or 
individual  members  of  the  Government, 
had  shown  any  lack  of  ability  to  appre- 
ciate at  their  proper  value  the  disastrous 
incidents  which  had  occurred  in  Turkey. 
He  fully  agreed  with  previous  speakers 
that  it  would  be  better  to  discuss  the 
question  of  Armenia  and  the  events  of 
the  past  six  months  when  all  the  Blue- 
books  were  before  the  House.  The 
Government  hod  no  lack  of  infor- 
mation about  Turkey  and  Armenia 
which  they  were  prepared  to  lay  before 
the  House.  In  fact,  he  doubted  whether 
such  a  mass  of  Blue-books  had  ever  be- 
fore, in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  been 
showered  on  hon.  Members  as  the 
Government  were  prepared  to  produce 
iit  reference  to  this  question.  They  had, 
in  the  first  place,  a  Blue-book  contaiuiiig 
the  papers  relatii^  to  the  question  of 
Crete  down  to  September  last,  which  they 
hoped  to  lay  on  the  taUe  some  time  in 
the  next  fortnight.  Then  there  would  be 
a  Blue-book  containing  the  continuation 
of  the  correspondence  about  Armenia 
from  the  end  of  1895  down  to  the  end 
of  last  Session.  There  was  a  further 
Blue-book  about  the  Constantinople  riots 
in  August  last,  which  he  hoped  might  be 
distributed  on  Thursday.  Another  Blue- 
book — and  this,  of  course,  would  be  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  hon.  Members 
- — referred  to  the  introduction  of  reforms 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Ambassadors  at 
the  present  time  at  Constantinople,  which 
he  hoped  would  also  be  distributed  on 
Thursday.  Finally,  there  were  two  more 
Blue-books  containing  a  wntinuation  of 
the  narrative  of  events  in  Turk^  and 
Asia  Minor  from  the  conclusion  of 
last  Session  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  the  first  of  these  he 
hoped  to  present  in  about  ten  days. 
As  to  whether  a  special  opportunity 
would  be  given  for  the  discussion  of  the 
questions  to  which  the  Blue-books  re- 
lated, in  the  absence  of  the  Leader  of  the 
House  he  could  give  no  pledge,  bufi  for 
his  own  part  he  could  not  see  any  difii- 
culty  in  the  matter.    Last  Session  the 
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subject  was  discussed  on  a  Tuesday  after- 
noon on  a  motion  brought  forward  by  a 
private  Member.  If  such  an  opportunity 
should  not  be  secured  this  year,  he  saw 
no  reason  why,  on  an  early  date,  one  of 
the  Foreign  Office  Votes  should  not  be 
put  down  in  Supply  on  a  Friday  in  order 
to  enable  hon.  Members  to  discuss 
the  (question.  He  would  undertake 
to  communicate  the  wishes  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  the  Leader  of  the  House. 
He  had  listened  carefully  for  the  ic- 
stances  of  mala  fides  on  his  part  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  hinted  at,  but  he  had 
failed  to  recognise  them.  As  to  the 
ending  of  slavery  at  Zanzibar,  what  he 
had  said  was  that  it  would  be  simul- 
taneous with  Mr.  Hardinge's  return  to 
Zanzibar.  Mr.  Hardinge  was  now  on  hia 
way  out,  and  when  he  reached  Zanubar 
he  would  proceed  to  put  in  force  the  in- 
structions which  he  had  received.  As 
this  question  was  to  be  raised  on  an 
amendment  to  the  Address  he  would  not 
say  any  more  at  present,  but  at  the 
proper  time  the  House  would  be  placed 
in  possession  of  the  instructions  which 
had  been  given  to  Mr.  Hardinge.  As  to 
the  unhappy  events  in  the  Niger  Coast 
Protectorate,  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
the  Government  were  as  ignorant  as  the 
House  as  to  the  causes  of  this  unfortu- 
nate expedition  to  Benin.  The  last  com- 
munication which  the  Foreign  Office  had 
from  the  Acting  Consul  Gen«^,  Hr. 
Phillips,  who  had  unfortunately  lost  bis 
life  since,  was  dated  November  last.  Mr. 
Phillips  pointed  out  the  necessity  of 
taking  a  strong  line  and  of  conducting 
operations  against  this  chief,  who  had 
steadily  ignored  and  evaded  the  treaty 
into  which  he  had  entered  with  us.  But 
the  expedition  which  Mr.  Phillips  asked 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  sanction 
had  not  been  authorised,  as  it  was 
thought  better  to  defer  it.  The  next 
news  was  that  the  Acting  Consul  General 
bad  gone  up  country  with  a  party,  un- 
armed, and  that  he,  with  the  bulk  of  hia 
followers,  had  been  massacred.  That 
this  expedition  could  have  been  under- 
taken out  of  curiosity  it  was  not  possible 
for  one  mouieiit  to  believe.  Mr.  PhiliipB 
must  have  thought  himself  capable  of 
securing  his  ends  by  pacific  means.  When 
further  information  had  been  received  it 
would  be  given  to  the  House.  The  r^ht 
Digitized  by  Google 


101  Jfajesly'e  Most        {19  Januaky  1897}        Gracioua  Speech 


102 


hon.  Baronet  had  made  his  familiar  as- 
sertions that  these  protectorates  would 
be  much  better  administered  by  the  Colo- 
nial Office  than  by  the  Foreign  Office, 
but  he  had  never  adduced  nny  argument 
ID  favom"  of  those  assertions.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  West  India  Sugar  Commission 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to 
think  that  its  appointment  would  hold 
out  expectations  which  must  be  disap- 
pointed. The  best  answer  to  such  fears, 
if  entertained  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House,  was  the  fact  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Ber- 
vick  Division,  had  a  seat  on  that  Com- 
mission. ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
•Mb.  F.  S.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
argued  that  the  discussion  of  the  Arme- 
nian question  had  better  be  postponed, 
hot,  in  Tiew  of  the  nrgraicy  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  hoped  the  Lrader  of  the  House 
would  give  a  day  for  the  discussion  be- 
fore the  Vote  on  Account  was  token. 
There  was  one  omission  in  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  (rentlemau.  He  had 
made  no  answer  to  the  strong  attack  on 
Sir  Philip  Currie  which  had  come  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ecclesall  Divi- 
sioo  of  Sheffield. 

*Mb.  CURZON:  I  answered  the  hon. 
Member  last  year.  [Laughter.'] 

•Mb.  F.  &  STEVENSON  said  that  per- 
haps the  Under  Secretary  did  not  attach 
much  importance  to  what  was  said  by 
the  hon*  Member  for  Sheffield,  but  it 
was  necessary  to  consider  the  effect  of 
tuch  a  speech  in  Constantinople.  In  the 
eyes  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  the 
hoD.  Member  was  a  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  the  Medjidieh — ^augkttr] — 
and  his  attack  on  the  Sultan  of 
IWke^  was  punctuated  with  fre- 
quent cheers  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Lynn  R^is.  [Mr.  Gibsok  Bowlbs  : 
"'^le  hon.  Member  is  quite' wrong."] 
He  thoughb  that  as  so  much  had  been 
said  with  regard  to  the  Anglo-Turkish 
Convention,  some  reasons  should  also  be 
given  why  the  Debate  on  that  subject 
might  also  be  more  fittingly  postponed 
to  a  later  day.  He  ventured  to  think 
that  although  after  all  the  Anglo-Turkish 
Convention  of  1878  lay  tovbably  more 
at  the  root  of  their  present  difficulties 
than  any  other  treaty  or  convention, 
they  must  not  at  the  same  time  leave 
out  of  sight  the  fact  that  the  course  of 

their  history  during  the  last  40  or  50 

years  had  tended  in  a  similar  direction, 


and  that  when  the  question  came  to  be 
discussed  it  ought  to  be  discussed  in  its 
entirety.  They  ought  to  consider,  not 
merely  the  Anglo-Turkish  Convention  of 
1878,  but  also  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin,  the  Tripartite  Treaty 
of  1856,  and  the  Sohouv^off  Memoran* 
dum  of  1878.  Unless  th^  took  into 
account  these  instruments  they  would 
not  be  able  to  give  adequate  reasons  for 
the  revwsal  of  the  policy  which  in 
general  was  embodied  in  the  popular 
mind  in  the  Anglo-Turkish  Convention 
of  1878.  That  was  a  reason  why  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  question  as  a  whole  ought 
to  be  postponed  until  a  later  ^ate,  but 
the  matter  was  of  so  much  importance 
and  urgency  that  the  delay  ought  not  to 
be  very  great.  He  trusted  tluit  if  they 
were  to  discuss  this  question  the  Leader 
of  the  House  would  be  able  to  see  that 
they  were  furnished  with  the  Blue-books 
as  soon  as  possible.  There  were  also 
other  matters  connected  with  the  Turkish 
Empire  on  which  they  ought  to  have  some 
information.  They  ought  to  know  some- 
thing with  regard  to  what  was  taking 
place  among  the  Druses  in  Syria,  and 
also  with  r^rd  to  the  disturbances 
which  had  been  occurring  in  Macedonia 
during  the  last  twelve  months,  especially 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  those  distur- 
bances, it  was  said,  were  likely  to  break 
out  again  in  the  forthcoming  spring. 
There  ought  also  to  be  some  information 
as  to  the  treatment  of  political  prisoners 
generally  in  Turkey.  They  were  told 
that  at  the  present  time  there  were  no 
fewer  than  4,000  political  prisoners  in 
the  Turkish  Empire  who  were  in  prison 
or  in  exile  in  Arabia  without  trial  or 
after  sham  trials.  Among  these  prisoners 
were  pot  only  Armenians  but  also  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  more  enlightened 
among  the  Toung  Turkish  Party.  That 
was  a  matter  which  certainly  called  for 
information,  and  the  fact  that  the  Gov- 
ernment were  now  taking  their  stand  not 
merely  on  the  6l8t  Art.  of  the  Berlin 
Treaty,  and  not  merely  on  the  Anglo- 
Turkish  Convention,  but  also  on  the 
other  international  instruments  was  an 
additional  reason  why  the  information 
should  be  given. 

*Mr.  R.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington)  said 
he  desired  to  say  a  wora  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  native  races  of  Egypt  and 
of  the  Island  of  Csnprus.  So  far  as  the 
discussion  had  proceeded  that  night  it 
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■eemed  aa  though  the  weUare  of  these 

people  did  not  exist  at  all,  or  was  of  the 
Blightest  significuice,  and  he  Tentured  to 
protest  a^inet  thii  continual  unsettle- 
ment  of  these  iiatire  races  bj  bringing 
before  that  House  the  question  of  the 
cession  of  Cyprus  either  back  to  Turkey 
or  to  Greece  or  the  giving  to  it  pf  its  own 
autonomy.  The  people  of  the  Island  of 
Cyprus  were  very  excitable,  and  the  dis- 
cussions on  this  subject  were  not  only 
dangerous  to  the  people  but  injurious  to 
the  welfare  of  the  island.  It  prevented 
capital  being  invested  in  the  island  and  in 
Egypt,  because  capital  could  not  possibly 
.be  safe  if  they  intended  to  go.  He  main- 
tftined  that  they  had  taken  l^ese  people, 
such  as  the  Egyptians  and  the  Cypriots 
under  their  charge,  and  that  they  had  no 
Inoral  ri^ht  to  cast  them  off  i^^ain  simply 
as  a  move  on  the  political  chessboard. 
It  appeared  to  be  m  the  minds  of.  some 
hon.  Members  that  in  the  present  phase 
of  the  Eastern  question  the  proposed 
cession  of  Cyprus  would  please  France. 
But  seeing  that  by  their  possession  oi 
the  Island  of  Cyprus  France  hod  been 
saved  in  the  a^p'egate  £730,000,  and  was 
saved  every  year  over  £40,000,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  cession  would  give  France 
any  pleasure  or  satisfaction.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean,  wanted  to  •hand  the 
Island  of  Qrprua  over  to  Greece  but  he 
did  not  think  it  likely  that  if  we  did  so 
we  should  go  on  guaranteeing  the  pay* 
ment  of  £92,000  a  year  as  we  did  now. 

Mb.  J.  J.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County, 
N.)  stated  two  reasons  why  he  thought 
the  offer  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  provide  a  special  opportunity  for 
the  discussion  of  the  Financial  Relations 
Report  should  be  accepted.  The  first  was 
that  a  special  occasion  would  probably 
make  a  deeper  impression  on  the  puUk 
mind  in  this  country,  and  the  second  wu 
that  it  wouhl  leave  the  Irish  Unionist 
Party  more  free  tiian  they  would  be,  ao- 
cording  to  the  letter  written  in  the 
Timet  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  North  Armagh,  to 
ing  to  obtain  redress  for  a  proved 
grievance.  In  these  circumstances  be 
would  not  move  the  Amaidment  idtich 
he  had  handed  in  to  the  Clerk  at  the 
Table. 

Mr.  R,  PierpoirU. 


*m.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  no  doubt  tha  hon.  Monbar  tor  Shef- 
field considered  he  had  due  ground  for 
the  remarks  he  made  on  our  Ambassador 
at  Constantinople.   He  himself  had  not 
bad  the  advantage  of  seeing  that  Am- 
bassador, but  at  all  events  he  knew  that 
the  Blue-books  disclosed  the  fact  that  Sir 
P.  Currie  had  invented  no  less  than  four 
plans  for  the  improvem^it  and  reform 
of  the  Turkish  Empire,  and  at  this  mo- 
ment every  one  of  those  plana  had  been 
a  failum.   That  was  the  record  of  Sir  P. 
Carrie's  performance  at  Constantinople 
He  would  not  take  up  the  defence  of  the 
Under  Secretary,  but  he  thot^ifat  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  advisedly  re- 
frained from  defending  the  Ambassador 
at  Constantinople.  The  Under  Secretary 
himself  was  in  the  habit  of  attackmg 
people  in  some  of  those  speeches  which 
with  equal  modesty  and  majesty  he  oe- 
casionally   delivered   in   the  counta^. 
[LauffhUr.]  The  hon.  Member  for  Sink- 
fiehl  attadced  an  Ambassador,  buii  that 
was  not  good  enouph  at  all  for  the 
Under  Seoretaiy  for  Foreign  Affairs.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  flew  at  Sovereigns. 
He  told  them  in  one  of  his  speedies 
that    he    was    considering   the  ques- 
tion  of  the  Deposition  of  the  Sultan, 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  Powers 
took  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the 
Sultan  had  a  most  capable  army,  not  so 
large    as    that   of    some  European 
states,    but    an    array    well  clad, 
well    fed,    and    well    armed.  He 
would   like  to   know   what  progreas 
this  plan  for  the  deposition  of  the 
Sultan  was  making,  and  had  anything 
been  done  in  regard  to  that  plan?  What 
Despatches  had  passed  in  reference  to 
the  manner  of  carrying  it  outt  Had 
the  plui  been  abandoned  like  others  I 
This  seemed  to  him  more  important 
than  information  in  regard  to  reforms, 
massao'es,  and  things  of  that  kind  in 
Armraua  and  oth&c  places,  because  it 
was  an  entirely  new  departure  for  the 
chosen  mouth-piece  of  the  Foreign  OflBca 
to  inform  the  country  that  the  Powers 
were   considering   whether   tJiey  were 
going  to  depose  a  friendly  Boverfign. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
attributed  the  Cyprus  Convention  to 
hatred  of  Russia,  but  that  was  realfy 
not  the  reason  for  th?  adoption  of  .that 
Convention.    The  reasons  for  -it  wfve 
to  be  found  in  Despatches  acoompanyiqg 

Digitized  by  Google 


105         MajeatifsMMt         {19  Jahoaby  1897}       Graeiovs  Speech.  106 


it  written  by  its  author,  Lord  Salisbury, 
who  was  author  of  the  text  as  well  aa 
of  the  idea.  He  distinctly  explained  at 
the  time  that  the  reason  for  the  OypruB 
Conrention  was  that  under  the  then  cir- 
camsta&cea  the  poBB«iBion8  of  Turkey  in 
Asia  Minor  w«e  open  to  attack,  and 
that  that  attack  would  serioualy  affect 
what  Lord  Salisbuty  callod  the  "  Orien- 
tal interests"  of  England,  and  it  was  to 
safeguard  those  interests  the  Cyprus 
Conrention  was  made  as  a  protectipn 
—OB  the  only  possible  and  the  ade- 
quate protection — not  of  the  inter- 
ests of  Turkey,  but  of  England. 
It  mx,  therefore,  he  submitted,. 
Mtirely  wrong  to  say  that  the 
Conrention  was  entered  into  out  of 
hatred  to  Russia,  it  was  entered  into 
ont  of  anxiety  for  India.  The  Conren- 
tion was  never  made  in  return  for  any 
oUigation  as  towards  Armenia,  on  the 
GODtrary  an  undertaking  was  given  for 
Annenia  in  return  for  the  promise  of 
defence  given  for  the  sake  of  India. 
Theae  Despatches  he  had  fxilly  in  remem- 
brance. Of  course,  there  was  the  inte- 
rest England  had  in  the  future  affairs 
of  Turkey,  but  these  were  not  the  inte- 
rests of  England  alone  or  even  primarily. 
It  was  absolutely  impossible  to  diTide 
the  Turkish  Empire  without  a  European 
war,  unless  yon  could  stop  the  flow  of 
the  Danube  which  traverud  the  centre 
of  Europe  for  nearly  two  thousand  miles 
and  was  an  important  highway  for 
Bavaria,  Austria,  Roumania,  and  Servia, 
and  to  suppose  that  Russia  would  be 
allowed  to  take  Constantinople  and  close 
the  mouth  of  the  Danube  ^[ainst  all 
Europe  was  impossible  of  belief.  So  Jong 
as  the  Danube  flowed  there  could  be  no 
iQch  division  without  a  European  war. 
That  was  felt  eveiywhaiv,  but  what  was 
>Iao  felt  was  that  if  a  European  war  on 
the  division  of  Turkey  was  not  to  be 
faced,  at  any  rate  something  could  be 
done  to  sap  and  ruin  the  Turkish  Em- 
pire. When  it  was  said  the  Powers 
WCTe  united  in  asking  for  reforms  it  was 
known  that  one  Power,  Russia,  would 
oever  admit  these  reforms  if  she  could 
prevent  them.  Russia  desired  no  reform, 
bat  rather  that  Turkey  should  remain 
in  an  unreformed  state  looking  to  Russia 
u  to  a  ftiend.  That  was  not  the  inte- 
rest of  England,  the  inter^t  of  England 
**•  that  Turkey  should  be  reformed, 


not  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  Armen- 
ians, but  for  the  sake  of  the  Moslem 
population.  He  believed  that  the 
moment  had  arrived,  abd  that  there 
was  an  opportunity  for  the  reform  of 
Turkey  such  as  had  not  occurred  for 
many  years,  and  such  as  might  not 
occur  i^ain.  Without  making  any 
reflections  ou  our  present  ambassador 
at  Constantinople,  if  England  had  there 
aa  representative  a  sound,  discreet, 
modest,  conciliatory  man,  and  if  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  arrogance  or  in- 
solence characterised  the  action  of  Eng- 
land's represratative,  much  might 
be  done.  At  thu  moment  the  Sultan 
was  the  only  man  from  whom  could 
be  obtained  any  action  in  reform- 
ing Turkey,  and  if  ha  wexe  treated  with 
arrogance,  insiUt,  and  menace,  it  waa 
impossible  to  expect  that  he  would 
favourably  listen  to  our  proposals. 
Sometimes  they  were  asked  to  look  on 
this  Turkish  matter  as  if  it  were  purely 
a  Christian  question,  but  it  was  more 
than  that,  it  was  a  Moslem  question, 
and  more  than  that  it  was  an  Indiai) 
Moslem  question,  and  he  was  struck, 
thoi^h  indeed  not  surprised  at  seeing 
a  remarkable  letter  in  The  Timet,  in 
reference  to  the  feeling  among  Mosl^ 
subjects  of  the  Queen  in  regard  to  this 
question.  Th^  was  great  risk  in  piling 
abuse  on  the  head  of  the  Modem  religion 
of  alienating  Indian  Moslem  subjects 
who  could  be  counted  at  double  or  treble 
the  number  ruled  over  by  the  Sultan. 
This  consideration  should  be  present  to 
the  minds  of  those  who  were  so  ready 
to  use  hysterical  language  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  who  would  expect  hysterics  even 
in  the  Queen's  Speech  whm  Turkey  or 
Armenia  were  mentioned.  In  all^nn- 
cerity  he  believed  there  was  a  present 
opportunity  of  effectii^  a  settlement  in 
Turkey  such  as  had  never  occurred 
before.  He  felt  convinced  that  the 
great  disturbing  Power,  Russia,  wished 
for  peace.  She  had  other  business  in 
hand  in  the  further  East,  and  the  deve- 
lopment of  her  manufectures  by  which  she 
had  already  pushed  us  out  of  Persia  and 
might  do  so  out  of  other  markets. 
Gladly  he  testified  to  the  peaceful  desires 
of  the  present  Czar.  AU  was  working 
for  peace,  and  would  give  two  or  three 
years  respite  to  Tui^^.  Was  it  to  be 
supposed  that  the  Sultan  himself  did 
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not  wish  to  get  to  the  end  of  all  these 
trouhlesl   It  would  be  absurd  to  sup- 
pooe  that  he  did  not  insh  to  lead  a  ' 
quiet  life.    Of  course,  he  was  anxious 
to  reconcile  himself  to  Europe,  and 
above  all  to  England.     The  time  was 
faTourable  for  the  settlemeot  of  finan- 
cial and  other  difficnlties  if  only  Tu^ey 
wen  treated  wit^  common  hones^. 
'iae  6lBt  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin, 
which  dealt  with  the  obligations  of 
Turkey,  was  frequently  mentioned  in 
discussions  on  the  Eastern  Question.  But 
there  was  never  any  allusion  to  the 
Articles  dealing  with  the  obligations  of 
the  European  Powers  towards  Turkey  in 
the    matter  of  the  Bulgaiian  tribute, 
which  Articles  had  been  consistently  vio- 
lated.    Ag^  and  again  had  Turkey 
appealed  to  England,  as  one  of  the 
Fowm  under  that  Ti«aty,  to  fulfil  her 
obligation  in  regard  to  the  Bulgarian 
tribote»  and  the  Bulgarian,  Montene- 
grin, and  Servian  share  of  the  Debt, 
and  again  and  again  had  Turkey  been 
disappointed.     The    result   was  that 
Turkey  was  liable  for  the  whole  of  the 
tribute,  and  two  millions  of  money  was 
due  to  the  Sultan  for  the  Bulgarian 
tribute  alone,  and  withheld  from  him  by 
the  Powers.   He  mentioned  that  as  one 
instaaoe  of  the  want  of  faimeu  and 
honesty  on  the  part  of  the  Powers  in 
dttling  with  INirkey.    He  would  say  in 
otmolttsioii,  if  the  Government  were  ani- 
mated by  a  spirit  of  vengeance  towards 
Turkey  and  by'  a  desire  to  punish  the 
Sultan  and  destroy  him  and  his  Govern- 
ment, they  would  fail,  and  would  do  no 
good  to  the  Armenians.  But  if  they  were 
antmcted  by  ab  honest  desire  to  etfect 
reforms  in  Turkey,  they  had  only  to 
ehooM  tiie  proper  instruments  and  take 
the  proper  means  to  succeed. 

*Mr.  J.  COMPTON  RICKBTT  (Soar- 
borough)  called  attention  to  that  part  of 
the  Queen's  Speech  which  referred  to  the 
advance  into  the  Soudan.  He  admitted 
that  the  military  operations  of  the 
British  and  Egyptisn  troops  in  that  pro- 
vln(!e  deserved  the  credit  due  to  a  well- 
considered  campaign,  but  thought  the 
House  should  take  into  account  the  value 
of  the  conquest  of  Dongola.  A  province 
in  the  Soudan  added  to  Egypt  was  either 
of  advantage  to  that  country  or  to  Eng- 
land. The  Government  had  repeatedly 
affirmed  that  our  occupation  of  S^ypt 
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was  only  a  temporary  one,  and  there- 
fore the  military  proceedii^  to  the 
South,  involving  probably  a  further  ad- 
vance during  the  present  year,  only 
delayed  the  evacuation,  and  could  be  of 
no  permanent  benefit  to  this  coimtry. 
He  presumed  that  there  wa^  not  a  bi- 
metallic  theory  of  morals — one  code  of 
honour  for  an  individual  and  another  for 
a  nation.   The  recovery  of  the  Soudan 
exchanged  a  defensible  frontier  behind 
a  stretch  of  desert  for  a  frontier  further 
to  the  south,  involving  the  control  of  a 
sparsely  populated  and  unprofitable  dis- 
trict threatened  by  turbulent  and  fanatical 
tribes.      It  might,  however,  be  ai^ed 
that  althot^h  we  intended  to  fulfil  our 
honourable  obligation,  there  were  signs 
of  the  approaching  dissolution  of  the 
Turkish  Empire,  and  a  delay  would  en- 
able this  countiy  to  negotiate  with  other 
Powers  for  a  pmnanent  position  in 
Bgypt — a  position  given  to  us  in  ex- 
clmnge  for  concessions  in  other  direc- 
tions.   It  was  therefore  desirable  to  con- 
sider whether  Egypt  in  itself  was  of  any 
real  value  to  England.    Of  course,  the 
Suez  Canal  was  the  only  argument  for 
our  occupation.    But  what  would  happen 
in  case  of  war?   We  should  immediately 
close  the  Mediterranean  with  a  support- 
ing squadron  at  Gibndtar,  close  the  Bed 
Sea  with  anothw  squadron   at  Aden, 
divert  our  mercantile  marine  round  the 
Cape  to  India,  and  send  our  mobile  fleet 
into  the  Mediterranean  to  fight  it  out 
with  our  antagonists.    We  should  never 
think  of .  detaching  an  escort  to  guard 
fieets  of  merchantmen  through  the  Su« 
Canal— a  passage  liable  to  be  interrupted 
or  blown  up  at  short  notice.    If  we  were 
to  lose  control  of  the  Mediterranean  for, 
say  two  months,  our  army  in 
would  be  practically  at  the  mercy  of  a 
great  military  power — caught  like  rata 
in  a  trap.   England  would  reverse  the 
policy  of  the  last  100  years,  and  become 
once  agun  a  continental  Power  by  the 
military  defence  of  Egypt.     A  Busso- 
Turkish  army  advancing  from  Syria 
would  only  have  a  little  over  200  miles 
of  rough  country  to  traverse  before 
reaching  striking  distance.    That  army 
would  not  wander  40  years  in  the  wilder- 
ness.   The  fleet  would  be  quite  unable 
to  defend  a  ditch  without  the  support  of 
a  considerable  land  force.    We  should  be 
detaching  fifty  to  a  hundred  thousand 
men  from  our  limited  military  resources 
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in  order  to  nuke  the  attempt  to  main- 
tun  our  positicn.    The  probability  is 
that  we  should  evacuate  Egjpt  in  a 
buxTj  at  the  outbreak  of  war  instead  of 
entering  into  a  coQTention,  as  we  might 
do  at  the  present  time,  with  Bome  con- 
sideration in  return  for  our  withdrawal. 
To  abandon  E^ypt  precipitately  as  a 
militajy  precaution  was  the  true  poliq^ 
of  scuttle.    If  we  were  the  Tictors  in  a 
naval  war  in  the  Mediterranean  the  Suez 
Canal  would  fall  to  us  naturally  as  the 
spoil  at  the  close  of  the  war.    la  addi- 
tion to  the  fact  that  we  had  diffioultiea 
with  two  great  Powers  in  otmseqaenee 
of  our  continued  ocoupation,  we  had 
paralysed  our  efforts  on  behalf  of  Arme- 
nia by  the  suspicion  aroused  through  the 
Egyptian  position.    Europe  doubted  our 
sincerity,  and  would  not  allow  us  to  be- 
come its  executive  at  Constantinople. 
The  delivery  of  a  scattered  population 
bom  tyrants  of  their  own  faith  was  a 
poor  exchange  for  the  sufferings  of  our 
fellow-Christians  in  Armenia.     It  wm 
juobable  also  that  a  demand  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  military  estimates  would 
be  supported  hy  the  requirements  of  our 
advance  in  the  Soudan.    An  increase  in 
the  naval  estimates  was  a  very  different 
matter,  for  the  navy  was  a  defensive  and 
not  an  aggressive  arm.     To  establish 
colonial  forces  and  militia  defence  was 
one  thing,  but  to  increase  the  regular 
army  for  the  purpose  of  expeditions  like 
the  present  would  be  a  matter  no  doubt 
to  ^  resisted  on  his  side  of  the  House. 
Hie  consolidation  of  our  Colonial  Empire 
offered  surely  sufficient  scope  for  our 
eneigies  witlu>ut  such  a  doubtful  mter- 
prise as  that  idready  undertaken  andpro- 
posed  to  be  further  developed.  ["Hear, 
hearl"]  ^ 

Majob  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)  said  he 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  Government, 
in  reference  to  those  paragraphs  in  the 
Address  saying  that  they  would  do  this 
and  that  if  time  permitted,  that  the 
matter  was  entirely  in  their  own  hands. 
They  had  only  to  support  the  proposal 
for  timiting  the  duration  of  speeches,  and 
they  could  manage  the  business  of  the 
House  at  suoh  a  rate  as  tlk^  chose.  He 
had  only  been  in  the  House  for  twelve 
years,  and  it  was  not  for  him,  a  mere 
child  LQ  these  matters,  to  alter  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  House  which  had  endured 
for  centuries,  and  he  would  not  have 
attempted  to  do  so,  but  that  this  time 


last  year  hon.  Membos  accepted  the 
principle  of  a  Bill  which  he  and  his  hon. 
Friends  introduced  at  one  of  its  stages 
by  a  majority  of  70  votes.  Few  HemlMrs 
would  deny  that  some  change  of  proce- 
dure on  the  subject  was  necessary.  Of 
course,  it  would  be  said  that  the  proce- 
dure of  the  House  had  not  been  altered 
for  foxu*  hundred  years,  and  ithat  there 
was  no  conceivable  reason  why  that 
which  was  good  enough  for  preceding 
generations  should  not  be  good  enough 
for  this.  But  other  tames  Inought  other 
mannm.  Sixty  years  i^;o— when  Mr. 
Gladstone  was  ejected  for  Newark — ^not 
more  than  100  of  the  650  Uembers  ever 
spoke  at  all  The  other  Uembers  were 
content  to  keep  their  seats,  waiting  for 
their  apotheosis — until  they  were  trans- 
lated to  the  House  of  Xx)rdB.  That  was 
not  absolutely  the  case  now.  Formerly 
an  hon.  Member  got  his  seat  because  he 
was  able  to  pay  for  it ;  and  when  elected 
he  was  not  supposed  to  address  his  con- 
stituents through  the  medium  of  the 
Reporters'  Gallery.  That  was  not  pre- 
cisely the  case  now,  and,  therefore,  the 
analogy  of  sixty  years  ago  did  not  apply. 
In  every  business  assembly  in  this 
country,  whether  it  was  a  meeting  of 
Coloneds,  or  a  Convocation  of  Arch- 
bishops and  Bishops,  a  time  limit  ob- 
tained, and  as  the  House  was  the 
business  assembly  of  the  country  he  could 
not  conceive  why  such  a  limit  should  not 
be  adopted.  He  and  his  Friends  did  not 
propose  to  introduce  a  Bill  this  Session. 
They  hoped  to  get  an  opportunity  to 
proceed  by  Resolution ;  ajxd  if  they  suc- 
ceeded he  would  expect  both  front 
Benches  to  be  as  good  as  thnr 
word,  and  support  such  a  Resolution. 
He  could  assure  them  that  if  they  did  so 
they  would  ingratiate  themseivee  very 
much  more  with  the  county  than  by 
bringing  in  half-a-dozm  Elementary 
Education  Bills. 
♦Mr.  T.  R.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeen- 
shire,  E.)  expressed  disappointment  at 
the  comparatively  scanty  attention  which 
Scotland  would  receive  from  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  present  Session.  It 
was  well  km>wn  ttiat  in  the  House  <d 
Commons,  while  there  was  a  very  large 
Conservative  majority  <rf  the  whole 
House,  there  was  not  a  Conservative 
majority  returned  from  Scotland,  and 
therefore  Scotch  Members  did  not  expect 
to  have  from  the  present  Qovwnment 
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any  legislation  of  a  contentious  character, 
but  they  might  fairly  expect  useful 
legislation  that  was  not  contentious. 
In  regard  to  the  Public  Health  (Scot- 
land) Bill  of  which  notice  had  been 
given,  he  pointed  out  that  this  mea- 
sure was  of  a  very  detailed  character, 
and  that  the  important  discussion 
would  be  on  the  Committee  stage.  The 
only  way  for  any  progress  to  be  made 
•witii  it,  therefore,  would  be  for  the 
Government  to  appoint  a  Committee  on 
which  all  Scotch  Members  would  be 
represented,  after  the  Second  Reading  had 
been  obtained.  The  Bill  to  supplement 
the  Local  Qovemment  Act  for  Scotland 
was  also  of  a  very  detailed  character, 
and  might  properly  be  introduced. 
The  other  point  on  wluch  he  wished  to 
touch  was  the  position  which  agriculture 
occupied  in  the  Government  Programme. 
Was  it  going  forward  or  back  1  It  was 
within  the  recollection  of  all  that  before 
the  present  CtoTermnent  came  into  power 
session  after  session  an  Amendment  to 
the  Address  was  brought  forward  by 
hon.  Gentlonen  opposite  deploring  the 
fact  that  no  r«nedy  was  proposed 
for  the  disastrous  coiulition  of  agricul- 
ture. Last  year,  on  the  first  night  of 
the  Session,  the  President  of  Uie  Board 
of  Agriculture  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  deal  with  the  question  of  Agri- 
cultural Holdings  in  Great  Britain. 
What  was  the  position  of  that  Bill  now  1 
They  had  to  search  for  it  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  Queen's  Speech — in  the 
omnibus  clause,  in  which  were  included 
those  Bills  which  would  be  introduced 
only  if  opportunity  served.  Even  in  that 
clause  ute  Agrioiiltural  Holdings  Bill 
stood  fourth  or  fifth,  and  therefore  he 
would  ask  what  possible  chance  such  a 
measure,  which  raised  important  and 
controversial  questions,  had  of  passing 
this  session  t  What  had  the  present 
Government  done  for  agriculture  ?  From 
his  own  country  and  from  England  they 
had  excluded  Canadian  cattle  for  ever 
and  ever,  and  they  had  passed  an  Act  for 
the  relief  of  agricultural  rates  which  was 
entirely  in  favour  of  the  landlords.  Kow 
that  it  came  to  the  turn  of  the  tenants  to 
be  benefited  they  were  to  be  sent  empty 
Mr.  T.  R.  Buehamm. 


away.  The  interest  of  the  tenants  was 
centered  in  the  question  of  compensati<Hi 
for  tenants'  improvements.  There  was 
an  absolute  unanimity  of  opinion  among 
the  tenants  of  England  and  Scotland  on 
this  question.  They  were  of  opinion  that 
Uie  present  state  of  law  on  the  subject 
of  compensation  for  tenants*  improve- 
ments was  most  unsatisfactory  and 
urgently  needed  reform.  And  yet  the 
Bill  detding  with  the  subject  was  i^aced 
in  such  a  position  in  the  programme  as 
to  show  that  the  Government  had  no 
intention  of  really  pushing  lihe  BUI 
forward  this  Session. 

I 

ZANZIBAR.  I 

*Mr.  JOSEPH  A.  PEASE  (North- 
umberland, Tyneside)  begged  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  Debate,  as  be  had 
an  important  Amendment  to  move.  (Cries  \ 
of  "  Oh ! "  and  "  Go  on  !")  Then  he  would  ! 
withdraw  that  Motion,  and  would  pro- 
ceed to  move  the  Amendment  to  the 
Address  which  he  had  placed  upon  th« 
Table.    The  Amendment  he  moved  was 
to  add  at  the  end  of  the  Address  the  | 
ffdlowing  w<ttds : — 

"And  we  humbly  express  oar  r^net  Hat, 
having  regard  to  the  repeated  and  definite 
declarationfl  made  by  your  Majesty'a  adnMn 
that  the  legal  statuB  of  Blavery  in  the  Zanzibar 
Protectorate  ehotild  Iw  terminated,  no  statement 
appears  in  j'our  Majesty's  Gracioos  Speecli 
that  slavery  has  ceased  to  exist  in  that  Pro- 
tectorate." 

It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  in  March  1895  he  had  moved 
a  reduction  in  the  salary  of  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiaizs, 
with  the  view  of  ruring  the  questim  of 
slavery  in  the  Protectorate.  On  that  i 
occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  i 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  had  stated  ^ 
that  it  was  quite  time  that  slavery  in 
the  Protectorate  should  oome  to  an  end. 
Two  years  had  since  elapsed,  or  to  be  more 
accurate  a  year  and  ten  months,  and  yet 
they  had  no  knowledge  that  slavery  had 
ceased  to  exist  there.  It  would  also  be 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House  that 
in  August  1895  the  present  Government 
had  declared  that  they  intended  to 
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adhere  to  the  pledge  given  by  their  pre- 
decessors in  this  matter,  aad  to  put 
an  end  to  slavery  in  the  Protectorate. 
hut  March  the  definite  pledge  had  been 
given  on  behalf  of  the  Government  that 
immediately.  Mr.  Hardinge  retomed  in 
the  autumn  slavery  would  be  immediately 
abolished,  and  upon  that  understanding 
he  had  withdrawn  his  Motion  on  the 
sabject.  He  would  not  attribute  to  the 
Government  any  breach  of  faith,  if  the 
emancipation  had  merely  been  postponed 
from  the  autumn  to  the  present  moment, 
hat  a  serious  breach  of  fatth  would  have 
occurred  if  the  abolition  was  not  now  to 
be  c<nnpiete.  He  should  be  quite  satis- 
fied if  ihe  Government  would  state  that 
Mr.  Hardinge,  who  had  lately  returned 
to  Zanzibar,  had  received  full  instructions 
to  take  steps  to  carry  out  the  immediate 
abcdition  <d  slavery  in  the  Protectorate. 
The  question  was,  'Was  Mr.  Hardinge 
going  back  with  definite  instructions  to 
carry  out  the  immediate  abolition  of 
slavery  throughout  the  Zanzibar  Pro- 
tectorate 1  He  did  not  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  to  detail  these  instructions, 
because  he  quite  appreciated  the  position 
that  Mr.  Hardinge  had  not  yet  reached 
SSandbar  on  his  return  journey,  but  what 
the  House  ought  to  be  assured  of  was, 
that  there  was  going  to  be  no  attempt  to 
introduce  an  apprenticeship  8}r8tem  in 
these  islands,  but  that  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  was  about  to 
take  place.  Since  Parliament  had  been 
disscdved  certain  Crovernment  Dispatches 
had  been  published  which  appeared  in 
Africa,  No.  7,  1896.  The  character  of 
the  Dispatches  gave  the  impression  that 
those  published  had  been  specially 
selected  with  a  view  to  support  a  gradual 
process  of  abolition.  He  would  give  an 
illastration :  IHspatohes  were  published 
inm  certain  missionaries,  some  of  whom 
even  admitted  they  had  not  studied 
the  question,  which  favoured  some 
gradual  method  of  manumission,  whilst 
the  views  oi  Bishop  Tucker,  Arch- 
deacon Jonee-Bateman,  and  many  other 
missionaries,  whose  views  were  in  favour 


of  immediate  rananoipation,  had  bee  n 
entirely  suppressed.  And  it  appeared 
special  weight  seemed  to  have  been 
attached  to  any  views  tending  in  the 
direction  of  deky  in  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
speaking  to  the  deputation  which  waited 
upon  him  at  the  Foreign  Office  in 
November  last  on  this  question,  stated 
that  Mr.  Hardinge  would  "  very  likely  *! 
go  back  with  instructions.  The  House 
was  ignorant  as  to  whether  instructions 
had  or  had  not  been  given ;  if  they  had 
not  been  given  he  would  hold  the 
Government  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  faith  with  the  House.  The  right 
hon;  Member  further  alluded  to  the 
Mahommedans  not  being  prepared  for 
immediate  abolition.  He  was  afraid  the 
Government  had  been  considering  the 
views  of  the  Mahommedan  population 
rather  than  t^e  condition  of  liie  slaves, 
but  in  the  circumstances  the  Govern- 
ment ought  rather  to  look  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  Uian  to  the  interests  of 
the  Mahommedans.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  addressing 
the  deputation  to  which  he  had  referred, 
stated  liiat  the  apprenticeehip  system 
had  run  oat  its  course  after  ^e  Debates 
in  that  House  in  1838,  in  the  West 
Indian  Settlements.  He  believed  that 
was  not  80.  In  only  one  case  did  the 
apprenticeship  system  run  out  its  course, 
and  the  local  l^islatures  in  every  case 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  expe- 
dient to  terminate  the  apprenticeship 
system,  as  its  evils  had  been  so  pro- 
nounced and  were  so  obvious  to  every- 
one in  the  Colonies  as  well  as  in  this 
country.  Again,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man stated  that  there  was  no  cruelty 
perpetrated  upon  these  idands,  and 
that,  therefore,  there  was  no  analogy 
between  the  apprenticeship  system  in 
the  Zanzibar  Protectorate  and  the 
apprenticeship  system  which  existed  in 
the  West  Indian  colonies.  But  Mr- 
Sullivan,  the  representative  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  island  of 
Femba,  writing  only  last  May,  in  a 
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Dispatch  published  last  autumn,  indicated 
tbat  there  was  considerable  cruelty  at 
times  in  ihe  idand.  Mr.  SuUiTau  stated 
in  a  Dispatch  which  appeared  in  Africa, 
No.  7,  which  was  written  as  reoentlj  at 
last  May,  that  the  life  of  a  -plantation 
slave  in  Femba  was  a  hard  one  at  best. 
The  Arab  was  a  stem  and  exacting 
taskmaster,  often  a  cruel  one.  Beyond 
allotting  the  slave  land  <hi  which  to 
build  a  hut,  and  sufficient  food  to  ke^ 
him  alive,  he  gave  himself  no  ooDccrn 
about  the  welfare  of  his  chattel.  In 
Uie  punishment  of  their  slaves  t^e  Arabs 
showed  little  mercy.  For  offences  of 
a  trivial  nature  savage  floggings  were 
administered,  and  for  running  away  the 
wretched  slaves  were  treated  with  the 
most  mtiiless  severity,  and  in  some 
instances  were  subjected  to  the  most 
barbarous  cruelties.  Mr.  Sullivan  in- 
stanced a  monstrous  case  of  cruelty 
where  a  slave  had  for  six  months  been 
tetiiered  by  ircm  chains,  which  had 
eaten  into  the  bones  and  flesh  of 
the  poor  creature's  ankles,  and  tbat  he 
liad  been  fed  one  tioooo-nut  a  day. 
This  was  what  occurred  on  an  island 
which  we  protected,  and  the  instance 
was  only  discovered  by  Mr.  Sullivan  in 
going  his  rounds.  Cruelty  had  existed 
and  did  exist  wherever  there  was  planta- 
tion slavery,  and  it  was  idle  for  the 
tiovernment  to  pretend  that  slavery  could 
continue  in  either  tile  apprratioeship  form 
or  any  other  form  without  being  EKKMm- 
panied  by  some  amount  of  cruelty.  We 
had  in  Zanzibar  practical  control  over 
the  country.  In  1890  executive  power 
was  given  to  this  country  to  deal  with 
any  question  concerning  the  Zanribar 
Protectorate  with  all  Foreign  Fower8,and 
in  1891  Sir  Gerald  Portal  appointed 
English  officials  over  every  Qovemmenfc 
department  within  the  Zanzibar  Protec- 
torate. The  very  fact  that  all  recent 
Sultans  had  been  appointed  by  us,  and 
that  the  other  day  the  Qovenunent 
depos^i  one  Sultan  and  put  another  in 
his  plac^  showed  that  we  bad  absolute 
control  over  the  islamdB,  and  it  was  idle 
Mr.  Jost^  A.  P&ue, 


for  the  Government  to  try  to  escape 
abolishing  slavery  tiiere  on'  the  mere 
technioal  quibble  that  2«anzibar  was 
only  a  protected  State.  It  would  have 
been  very  easy  for  the  Government 
to  have  approached  the  new  Sultan  on 
the  subject,  and  made  it  a  condituMi  of 
his  appointment  that  all  slaves  within 
his  Sultanate  should  be  freed  forthwith, 
and  he  did  not  understand  why  this  had 
not  been  dcme.  On  the  mainland  ia 
this  same  Protectorate  the  condition  of 
things,  if  somewhat  different^  were  if 
anything  worse.  There  was  not  even 
a  Sultan  to  staad  in  the  way  as  a  buffer. 
The  Foreign  Office  itself  ruled  over  the 
district,  and  there,  they  were  given  to 
understand  by  tibe  speech  <^  the  Under 
Secretary  delivered  at  the  Foreiga  Office 
last  November,  the  Government  hod 
been  opntemplating  a  system  of  appreo- 
ticeship  rather  than  totiJ  abolition. 
There,  where' our  control  was  direct  and 
absolute,  the  disgrace  must  be  patent  to 
all.  At  the  Foreign  Office  the  Under 
Secretary  had  referred  to  the  case  of 
India  as  being  no  preoedent;  it  wu 
admitted  no  two  countries  were  abso- 
lutely alike,  yet  slavery  had  not  only 
been  abolished  there,  but  in  the  Protec- 
torates of  Cyprus,  Gold  Coast,  and  Malay, 
by  a  thorough  and  0(»nplete  measure. 
With  r^ard  to  the  fear  of  disturbance 
following  abolition,  it  was  a  very  curious 
fact  that  in  the  island  of  Madagascar 
the  very  same  evils  were  anticipated 
as  were  now  contemplated  at  Zanzibar, 
yet  a  million  slaves  had  been  recently 
libwated  there,  and  there  had  been  no 
disturbance  whatever ;  and  he  would  far- 
ther point  out  that  whwi,  in  1858,  8,000 
slaves  belonj^ng  to  Indian  subjects  had 
been  liberated  on  iheae  very  islands,  no 
disturbance  occurred,  and  he  did  not  see 
why  any  disturbance  should  be  likely  to 
occur  now.  If  there  were  any  danger  of 
it,  there  was  an  ample  force  on  the  spot 
to  maintain  law  and  order  until  the 
island  settled  down  or  troops,  if  they 
were  required,  could  easily  be  temporarily 
introduced  from  India  or  elsewhere,  or 
the  bluejackets  landed  from  the  ve^el» 
of  war  stationed  in  tbqee  waters.  ^ 
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John  Kirk,  Sir  Qerald  Portal,  Consul 
Smith  uid  others  well  acquainted  with 
tha  faeta,  had  all  adTooated  immediate 
abi^ticnif  and  the  Gorerameiit  ought  to 
eoiwider  Uieir  evidence,  for  no  one  spc^e 
with  greater  authority  than  Sir  John 
Kirk  itfter  his  20  years'  residence  in  that 
di8trict,rather  than  that  of  Mr.  Hudinge 
and  Sir  Lloyd  Matthews,  who  advocated 
the  continuation  of  the  tUUua  qtio.  He 
did  not  beliere  there  would  be  any 
difficulty  about  keeping  the  slaves  in  the 
plantations.  If  proper  preoantiona  were 
taken  they  could  be  induced  to  remain 
whererer  they  had  been  employed  by 
kind  masters,  and  only  those  who  had 
been  employed  by  oniel  masters,  and 
therefore  desired  to  two.  away,  would 
have  to  be  looked  after.  There  was 
owtainly  no  prospect  of  ruin  falling  upon 
these  islands  if  the  step  he  advocated  was 
taken.  For  23  years  the  owners  had 
had  notice  that  England  intraded  to 
abolish  slavery.  Speaking  of  the  qua- 
lities of  the  soil  of  the  i^nd  of  Femba, 
Dr.  fiullivan  said  that  its  possibilities  vr&n 
{ndtively  boundless.  It  was  of  amazing 
fertili^.  The  sun's  rays,  acting  upon  the 
rich,  mtHst,  s(ul  stimulates  all  kinds  of 
vegetation  to  an  extraordinary  degree, 
and  tin  island  was,  in  fao^  a  vast 
foning  house  and  would  alone  serve  as 
a  granary  for  the  whole  of  East  Africa. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bir- 
miogham  said  two  yean  ago  that  it  was 
not  a  question  of  mon^,  and  tiiat  tiie 
flouse  would  willingly  vote  the  money 
lequind  if  only  slavwy  were  immediately 
abdished.  He  himself  did  not  believe 
that  compensation  was  necessary  if 
ilavery  were  abolished.  Every  slave 
imported  into  Zanzibar  since  1873  had 
bean  illegally  admitted  contrary  to 
treaty,  and  no  man  had  a  right  to  a 
dn^e  one  of  these  slaves.  Those  recentiy 
bom  were  also  l^;ally  free,  but,  inasmuch 
as  few  births  oocurred  on  tiie  plantaticms, 
and  the  avwage  life  of  the  slave  did  not 
exceed  from  9  to  14  years,  few,  if  any, 
oookl  be  now  said  to  be  even  Ic^Uy  held 
in  bondage.    Thn  slave  estates  irere 


mortg^^  to  the  utmost,  and  the  money 
paid  over  to  the  Arabs  would  ultimately 
find  its  way  into  tiie  pockets  of  British 
Indian  snbjects,  whose  claim  for  com- 
penaation  ia  respect  of  slaves  should  not 
be  indirectiy  acknowledged.  All  recent 
precedents,  t0(^  were  against  oompen- 
sation.  No  compensation  had  been  paid 
in  Cyprus,  the  Gold  Coast,  and  elsewhere 
where  slaves  had  been  freed,  and  in  the 
West  Indian  Colonies  compensation  had 
proved  to  have  been  a  huge  mistake.  If 
compensation  were  admitted  at  Zanzibar 
it  would  create  a  precedent  for  the  whole 
cit  East,  West,  and  Equatorial  Africa, 
and  wherever  domestic  slavery  existed, 
and  would  establish  a  vested  interest, 
which  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
cope  with  in  the  future,  and  he  besought 
the  QoTomment  not  to  entertain  any 
proposal  to  pay  any  compensation  to  the 
nominal  owners  of  slaves  in  this  British 
Protectorate.  He  would  have  preferred 
to  have  raised  this  subject  when  Mr. 
Hardinge  was  back  in  Zanzibar.  But 
those  interested  in  the  matter  wanted  to 
strike  the  iron  while  it  was  hot.  They 
feared  that  Mr.  Hardinge  had  not  fall 
instructions.  The  Ctovemmoat  could 
telegraph  to  Zanzibar  the  intention  of 
the  GU>vemm«it,  so  that  slavery  should  be 
immediately  abdisfaed.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  speak  with  no  uncertain 
sound  on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
Government  would  understand  that  the 
people  <A  this  country  and  tiie  Members 
in  that  House  who  represented  the  people 
were  determined  that  the  foul  stain  of 
slavery  should  no  longer  exist  under  the 
British  flag.    ["  Hear,  hear !"] 

Mr.T.  BAYLEY (Derbyshire, Chester- 
field), who  seconded  the  Amendment, 
said  that  when  the  subject  was  debated 
last  March,  tiie  Under  Secretwy  for 
Foreign  Afiiiirs  was  nndorstood  to  say 
that  when  Mr.  Hardingo  came  to  this 
country  in  June  he  should  return  in  the 
autumn  with  clear  and  strict  instructions 
from  the  Government  that  the  legal 
tkUue  of  slavery  under  the  British  Pro- 
tectorate should  be  abolished.  They 

[firU  Dan. 
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wanted  to  know  whether  the  GoTcrnment 
had  kept  faith  with  the  House  in  this 
matter.  U  the  Gorenuneat  were  aUe 
to  tell  the  Honse  that  Mr.  Hardinge  had 
receired  the  instructions  he  had  indicated 
he  would  adyise  his  hon.  Friend  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment.    ['*  Hear,  hear !"] 

Mr.  CUBZOK  hoped  that  within  the 
limits  of  a  very  few  sentences  he  should 
be  able  to  satisfy  the  hon.  Members  who 
had  brought  this  Question  forward.  He^ 
therefore,  should  not  follow  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  moved  the  Amendment 
into  some  of  the  questions  which  he  had 
raised,  and  to  discuss  which  there  might 
be  an  opportunity  later  on.  The  Gov- 
ernment had  arrived  at  a  decision  of 
policy,  and  that  decision  was  in  strict 
fulfilment  <rf  the  engagements  which  be 
had  entered  into  more  than  once  in  that 
House.  The  pledge  which  had  been 
given  was  that  Mr.  Hardinge  would 
receive  instructions  to  abolish  the  leigal 
siattu  (rf  slavery  in  ihe  Islands  of 
Zanzibar  and  Pemba.  Those  instruc- 
tions had  been  communicated  to  Mr. 
Hardinge,  who  was  now  on  the  high  seas, 
and  would  not  arrive  at  Zanzibar  until 
the  end  of  this  month,  wheA  he  would 
put  himself  into  communication  with  the 
Sultan  of  Zanribar,  and  would  discuss 
with  him  certain  details  which  the  Gov- 
ernment bad  been  unable  to  settle  over 
here.  In  those  circumstances  it  was 
not  denrable  that  he  should  make  an 
ampler  statement  at  the  present  moment. 
It  was  essential  that  our  representative 
should  be  on  the  spot  to  discuss  with 
the  Sultan  the  points  of  detail 
to  which  he  had  idluded.  It  would 
not  be  wise  for  him  to  make  a  fuller 
announcement,  which  would  be  subject  tu 
the  inaccuracies  of  telegraphic  communi- 
cation, and  it  might  be  some  time  before 
he  would  be  in  a  position  to  state  to  the 
House  the  various  steps  of  the  proceed- 
ings. That  there  would  be  a  complete 
fulfilment  of  the  pledges  which  he  had 
given  the  House  might  rest  assured. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  a^ed  whethor  tiie 

Mr.  T.  Bai^. 


abolition  of  the  state  of  slavery  was  to  be 
immediate,  in  accordance  with  the 
pledges  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gwtle- 
man  some  time  ago,  or  whether  it  was  to 
be  gradually  effected  under  some  system 
of  apprenticeship.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  assure  the  House  that 
the  abolition  would  be  immediate  or 
would  take  place  within  a  very  limited 
time,  his  hon.  Friends,  he  thought,  might 
rest  satisfied.  If  the  Government  were 
really  going  to  abolish  the  ntatw  d 
slavery  that  policy  would  cause  great 
satisfaction  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  CUBZOK  said  that  the  point 
about  which  the  hon.  Member  desired 
information  was  just  one  of  those  matto^ 
of  detail  as  to  which  he  could  give  no 
information  to  the  House  whilst  Hr. 
Hardinge  was  absent  from  Zanzibar. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  Debate. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  foe 
THB  COLONIES  (Mr.  Joseph  Chambkb- 
LAIN,  Birmingham,  W.)  hc^>ed  the  hon. 
Member  would  at  any  rate  b^[in  ^ 
speech  which  he  intended  to  deliver. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  said  that 
he  should  prefer  not  to  do  so  at  that 
hour.  He  intended  to  draw  attention 
to  the  important  subject  alt  amnesty. 
["  Hear,  hear  !  "] 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  intimated 
that  if  it  was  the  wish  of  any  section  d 
the  House  to  adjourn,  he  should  not 
oppose  the  Motion. 

Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


EAST  INDU 
(SUFERAmfUATION  ALLOWANCiK). 

Return  presented, — relative  thereto 
[Address  19th  January  1827 ;  Stcrttary 
Lord  George  Hamilton ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Adjoamed  at  a  Quarter  beto* 
Twelve  e'doek. 
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PROVISIONAL      ORDER  BILLS. 

liOCAL  oovntmiiNT  (irbland) 

PBOTIBIONAL  OBDBBS  (nO.  1). 

Bill  to  confirm  FroTiaional  Ordera  made  hj 
the  Local  Goveniraent  Board  for  Ireland,  under 
Tbe  Poblic  Health  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,  relatins 
to  tbe  urban  sanitu?  diqtiict  of  Kilkenny  ana 
tht  niral  sanitary  distaict  of  Scariff,  ordered 
to  be  Iwoaght  in  by  tbe  Attorney  General  for 
Inland ;  preaented,  and  read  tbe  first  .time ; 
Brfand  to  the  Examinen  of  Petitiooi  for  Pri- 
me Billi,  and  to  be  ^nted.— ^111  1.] 

LONDON    (borough   ROAD,  SOUTHWARK) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDKR, 

Bin  to  confirm  a  Prorirional  Order  made  by 
006  of  Her  Sbjest^i  Principal  Seaetaries  of 
State,  nnd«-  llie  Honring  of  tbe  Working 
Clmes  Act,  1890,  relating  to  lands  in  tbe 
puith  of  St  George  the  Martyr,  Southwark, 
ndered  to  be  broaght  in  by  Mr.  Jesse  Collings ; 
pneanted,  and  read  tbe  first  time ;  Referred 
to  tbe  Examiners  ni  Petitiona  for  I^vate  Bills, 
lad  to  be  printed.— [Bfll  2.] 

LONDON  (CHURCHWAT,  ST.  PANCBAS) 
PROTiaiONAL  OBDBB. 

BiU  to  confirm  a  Provisiona)  Order  made  by 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State  for  improving  an  area  situated  in  the 
pariah  of  St.  Pancras,  in  the  county  of  Lon- 
oon,  oTflered  to  be  brought  in  lb.  Jesse 
CoUinga;  presented,  and  read  tbe  first  time; 
Befmd  to  tbe  Examinen  oi  Petitions  for 
Frtrate  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.— {Bill  3.] 


NEW  WRITS. 

For  County  of  Essex  (Walthamstow 
Dirision)  v.  Edmund  Widdrington 
%me,  esquire,  Q.C.,  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  High  Court. 

For  County  of  Essex  (Southern  or 
Romford  Division)  v.  Alfred  Money 
V^;ram,  esquire,  Chiltem  Hundreds. — 
{Sir  William  Walrond.) 


LORD  PENRHYITB  QUABRIES 
(CORRESPONDENCE). 

Copy  ordered  of  all  correspondence 
between  the  Board  of  Trade,  Lord 
Penrhyn,  and  the  voifauen  employed  at 
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his  Slate  Quarries  at  Bethesda,  near 
BangOT,  relating  to  the  Labour  Dispute 
which  has  arisen  at  such  Slate  Qutirries. 
— {Sir  George  Otborne  Morgan.) 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
(BALLOT  FOR  BILLS  AND  NOTICES  OF 
MOTION}. 

Thb  first  lord  or  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfol'b,  Manchester, 

E.)  moved : 

"  That  no  Bills,  othw  than  QoTemment  Bills, 
be  introduced  in  anticipation  of  the  Ballot,  and 
that  all  Members  who  desire  to  Ballot,  whether 
for  Bills  or  Motions,  for  the  first  four  I'ues- 
days  of  the  Session,  do  hand  in  their  names  at 
the  Table  daring  the  Sitting  of  the  House  on 
tbe  first  or  second  day  of  the  Seesion,  and  that 
a  Copy  of  such  Notices  be  banded  in  at  the 
iateet  during  tbe  sitting  of  tbe  House  on  the 
third  day  of  the  Session. 

"  That  tbe  Ballot  for  the  precedence  of  the 
said  Bills  and  Motions  be  taken  on  the  third 
day  of  the  Session  at  a  convenient  time  and 
place  to  be  wnointed  1^  Mr.  ^Maker. 

"  That  this  Besolation  be  a  Standing  Order 
of  the  House." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Louth,  N.)  Bug^ 
gested  that  Membors  should  be  allowed 

to  ballot  for  both  Bills  and  Motions 
instead  of  being  compelled  to  make 
their  election  between  them  as  was  the 
case  under  the  present  Rules  of  "  the 
House.  He  also  recommended  that  the 
present  form  of  taking  the  First  Headings 
of  Bills  should  be  abolished. 

Mr.  T.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  sup- 
ported the  suggestions  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Louth.  If  a  sepuate  ballot 
paper  were  now  placed  upon  the  Table 
everybody  would  be  satisfied. 

Tab  first  LORD  or  thb  TREA- 
SURY said  that  he  did  not  think  that 
the  course  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sa^  down  could  be  followed. 
He  would,  however,  consult  the  officials 
of  the  House  with  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestions  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Louth. 
Those  eu^estions  would  involve  the 
abolition  of  the  customary  procedure 
of  the  House  for  many  generations,  md 
could  not  be  accepted  without  oonsMw*- 
tion.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  these 
fluggestions  had  been  made,  he  would  not 
ask  the  House  to  make  the  present 
Motion  a  Standing  Order,  but  would 
reserve  the  whole  subject  for  considera- 
tion in  another  year.    ["  Hear,  hear ! "] 

F 
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123  ,  Addresg  in 

Words  "That  this  Resolution  be  a 
Standing  Order  of  the  House"  struck 
out. 

Ordered — 

"That  no  Bills,  other  than  Government  Bills, 
be  introduced  in  anticipation  of  the  Ballot, 
and  that  all  Membeni  vho  desire  to  Ballot, 
whether  for  Bills  or  Motions,  for  the  first  four 
Tuesdays  of  the  Session,  do  hand  in  thur 
names  at  the  Table  during  the  sttling  of  the 
House  on  the  first  or  second  day  of  the  Ses- 
rioD,  and  that  a  Copy  of  such  Notices  be 
hfuided  in  at  the  latest  during  the  sitting  of 
the  House  on  the  third  day  of  the  Session. 

"  Tlut  the  Ballot  for  the  precedence  of  the 
said  Bills  and  Motions  be  taVen  on  the  third 
day  of  the  Session  at  a  convenient  time  and 
place  to  be  appointed  by  Mr.  Speaker." 


ORDERS  OF  TBE  DAT. 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
HAJKSTY'8  MOST  OBACI0U8  SPEECH. 

[ADJODRNKD   debate — SECOND  DAT.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjournc-1 
Debate  on  Main  (Questions  [19th  January], 
"  That  an  humble  Addr^  be  presenti^i 
to  Her  Majesty,  as  foHoweth :  — 

"Host  Gmdoiis  Sovereign, 
"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
tn^l  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our 
honUile  thanks  to  Yovr  Majesty  for  the  gra- 
cious Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addraned 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament" — {ViKovtU 
Folkettone.) 

Question  again  proposed: — ^Debate 
resumed. 

TBBA80N-FBLONT  PRISONKB8. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) 
proposed  at  the  end  of  the  Question,  to 
add  the  words: — 

"And  we  hombly  npresent  to  Your  Majesty 
that  the  time  has  come  when  the  cases  of  alt 

prisoners  convicted  under  the  Treason  Felony 
Act  who  are,  and  have  been  for  many  years, 
undergoing  punishment  for  offences  arising  out 
of  insurrectionary  movements  connected  -with 
Ireland,  may  be  advantageously  reconsidered." 

The  hon.  Member  said  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  in  the  form  of  the  one  whi<.-h 
luul  been  drawn  up  by  the  late  Mr. 


Anstcn-  to  Her  1^4 

Pamell,  and  which  had  been  unani- 
mously supported  by  his  colleagues  at 
the  time  he  moved  it.    These  prisoners 
were  convicted  of  political  offences  only 
and  ought  to  have  been  amnestied  lonv 
ago.     The  fact  that  this  subject  had 
been  brought  so  frequently  before  the 
House  increased  the  difficulty  he  had 
in  moving  the  Amendment,  because  he 
could  not  hope  to  exhibit  the  eloquence 
and  force  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  had  done  in  introducing  a 
similar  Motion  last  year.      The  result 
of  the  efforts  that  had  been  made  to 
obtain  the  release  of  these  unfortunate 
men  had  not  been  satisfactory  to  the 
Irish  people.    It  was  true  that  the  num- 
ber of  these  prisoners  had  been  reduced 
from  25  to  five,  but  those  who  had 
already  been  released  were  dealt  with 
soldy  on  the  ground  that  their  health 
had  suffered  from  their  long  imprison- 
ment, and  that  in  the  event  of  their 
longer  confinement  they  would  either 
die,   or   become   insane.      He  should 
doubtless  be  informed  that  the  Home 
Secretary  had  recent  official  reports  with 
regard  to  the  cases  of  the  men  who  were 
still  in  confinement,   and   that  those 
reports  showed  that  they  were  in  good 
health ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
experience  ought  to  have  taught  him 
the  dangtar  of  relying  too  far  upon  such 
official  reports.     He  therefore  begged 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make 
special  inquiry  into  the  cases  of  the 
five  prisoners.    Our  whole  prison  sys- 
tem  ought  to  be  thoroughly  investi- 
gated, unless  we  were  prepared  to  admit 
that  ow-  prisons  were  established  not 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  our  pri- 
soners and  of  reforming  them,  but  of 
killing  them  or  driving  them  mad. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]    No  doubt  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  shown  last  Session 
that  he  desired  to  act  in  a  humane  v^, 
but  he  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  elrauld  proceed  further  upon 
the  lines  he  then  laid  down.  Tha%  w«e 
no  two  opinions  on  this  question  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  release  of  these  men  had 
been  demanded  by  meetings  of  the  Irish 
people,  by  corporations  and  boards  of 
guardians,  all  over  the  country.  The 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  had  twice  fne- 
sented  petitions  at  the  Bar  of  that 
House,  and  unless  these  men  were  re- 
leased it  would  appotr  that  no  regard 
was   paid  to   the   unanimous  desire 
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of  the  Irish  people.  ["  Hear,  bear !  "] 
He  vould  not  tiy  to  prove  that  those 
inisoners  were  political  offmders,  be- 
cause that  was  now  practically  admitted, 
but  he  could  not  refrain  from  reminding 
the  House  of  the  fact  that  while  these 
men  were  arrested  and  chained  with 
offences  under  the  Explosives  Act  they 
were  tried  for  treason  felony,  and  that 
for  offices  under  the  Explosives  Act  the 
maximum  penalty  was  ten  years'  im- 
prisonment. The  admission  was  squeezed 
out  of  the  late  Home  Secretaiy  that  it 
would  be  reasonable  to  treat  life  sen- 
tences as  sentences  of  20  years'  imprison- 
ment Taking  that  to  be  generally  ad- 
mitted, the  men  for  whom  be  pleaded 
would  be  entitled  to  release  within  a 
year ;  but  even  another  year's  incarcera- 
tion m^bt  be  too  much  for  them.  They 
mipfht  be  driven  to  death  or  to  a  lunatic 
asylum  before  the  expiration  of  another 
12  months.  He  did  not  think  the  secu- 
rity of  the  Empire  would  be  in  the  least 
endangered — [eheert] — if  the  Govern- 
ment made  up  their  minds  at  once  that 
these  four  helpless  wretches  should  now 
be  restored  to  their  families.  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  amongst  the  foremost  to  claim 
that  Dr.  Jameson  and  bis  colleagues 
should  be  treated  as  political  offenders ; 
and  he  hoped  the  same  spirit  would  be 
shown  by  Members  of  all  sections  of  the 
House  when  the  question  was  not  one  of 
being  caught  in  arms  against  a  friendly 
corps,  but  one  dealing  with  Irishmen 
who  bad  already  spent  13  years  in  gaol, 
and  who  were  certainly  not  actuated  in 
what  they  did,  or  were  alleged  to  have 
done,  by  any  personal  or  selfish  motives. 
Tile  Walsall  prisoners  were  properly  tried 
under  tlie  Explosives  Act,  and  were  sen- 
tenced  to  terms  of  imprisonment  ranging 
from  ten  to  three  years.  Every  one  of 
them  had  now  been  released.  He  re- 
minded the  House  that  England  was  the 
only  country  which  for  years  bad  never 
thought  of  granting  amnesty  to  political 
offenders,  wd  suggested  that  the  release 
of  the  few  remaining  political  {ffisoners 
would  be  one  fitting  commemoration  of 
the  attainment  by  Her  Majesty  of  her 
60th  year  of  reign.  He  appntled  to  the 
Home  Secretary  not  to  let  anythii^  de- 
ter him  from  pursuing  tbe  humane  course 
he  seemed  to  adopt  when  he  came  into 
office. 


Mb.  J.  C.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  seconded 
the  Motion,  and  said  that  those  who  as- 
sociated themselves  with  the  amnesty 
movement  did  not  do  so  because  they 
had  any  sympathy  with  what  was  called 
the  dynamite  policy.  Th^  did  not,  like 
the  hon.  Member  for  SaUord,  in  whose 
name  an  Amendment  to  the  Address  ap> 
peared  upon  the  Paper,  treat  these 
prisoners  as  dynamitards  but  as  political 
prisoners  and  as  men,  who,  whatever 
their  offences  might  have  been,  had  long 
since  expiated  their  misdeeds,  and  who, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  released.  The 
prisoners  were  stamped  as  political 
offenders  from  the  very  first,  because  the 
then  Attom^-General,  Sir  Henry  James, 
speaking  at  the  Warmck  Assizes,  said :  ■ 

"  the  jury  had  t>  serioaB  duty  to  dischargo 
because  the  piisoLers  were  clua-ged  with  tne 
crime  trf  tzvaaou  .  .  .  tb«y  were  indicted 
onder  a  Statute  passed  in  1848,  and  the  charge 
was  known  in  legal  language  as  treason, 
felony." 

The  Judge  recognised  the  prisoners  as 
political  offenders,  and  the  sentences 
stamped  them  as  such.  Mercy  had  long 
since  cried  out  for  amnesty  for  these 
men,  and  Justice  now  demanded  it.  No 
lives  were  lost  through  the  action  of  the 
men ;  indeed  it  was  only  fair  to  suppose 
that  in  what  they  did  they  were  not 
actuated  by  any  desire  that  human  life 
should  be  sacrificed.  Further,  they  de- 
manded the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  those  men,  because  they  held 
that  the  trials  of  the  men  were  not  fair. 
They  did  not  mean  to  imply  that  there 
was  any  palpable  or  intentional  unfair* 
ness  committed,  but  unquestionably  the 
men  were  tried  at  a  time  when  panic 
existed,  and  when  it  was  not  unnatural 
that  both  the  judge  and  jury  might  be 
biassed  against  them.  Then  they  urged 
that  the  sentences  were  brutally  severe- 
penal  servitude  for  lite  for  offences 
through  which  no  life  was  lost.  He  ques- 
tioned whether  an  instance  of  similar 
severity  could  be  found  in  the  criminal 
records  of  any  other  civilised  country. 
He  bad  no  wish  to  institute  any  un&iir 
comparison,  but  he  felt  bound  to  lay 
stress  on  the  different  way  in  which  Dr. 
Jameson  and  his  men  were  treated 
President  En^^,  and  the  manner  in 
which,  the  Irishmen  in  question  were 
treated  in  England.  In  the  former  case 
the  men  actually  rose  in  arms  against  a 
neighbouring  friendly  State,  violently 
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attacked  that  State  without  authority, 
and  life  was  Bacrificed  in  that  attack. 
Being  taken  in  anna  it  was  fully  within 
the  power  of  the  Boer  Government,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  international 
law,  to  have  shot  those  men  on  the  spot. 
But  that  course  was  not  taken  ;  the  men 
were  Bunrendered  to  their  own  GoTern- 
inent,  and  they  were  tried  and  eonricted, 
but  they  were  now  all  free.  Among  the 
very  first  who  si^ed  the  appeal  that 
Dr.  Jameson  and  his  officers  should  be 
treated  as  first-class  misdemeanants  were 
Irishmen.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  In  the 
case  of  the  Irish  prisoners,  however,  no 
lives  were  lost,  yet  they  were  sentenced 
to  penal  servitude  for  life,  and  had 
already  served  nearly  14  years  in  prison. 
On  the  ground  of  contrast  alone  between 
those  two  instances  he  would  ask  hon. 
Members  op|K>8ite  t«  regard  the  Amend- 
ment with  kindly  consideration.  There 
was  a  strong  and  unanimous  feeling  in 
Ireland  in  favour  of  the  proposed 
amnesty.  In  this  repard  it  was  worthy  of 
observation  that  the  Irish  people,  not- 
'n'ithstnnding  the  intense  interest  they 
took  in  the  land  question  as  one  affecting 
their  means  of  existence,  showed  that 
they  felt  a  deeper  and  warmer  interest 
in  this  amnesty  question  than  in  any 
other  that  affected  them,  and  this  fact 
he  was  very  anxious  to  press  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  Home  Secretary.  Was  it 
conceivable  that  if  an  equally  strong 
feeling  existed  in  E^ngland  with  respect 
to  cei-tain  prisoners,  that  the  Home  Sec- 
retary would  not  be  influenced  by  HI 
Irishmen  of  all  classes,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party  or  creed,  had  associated 
together  in  public  meetings,  and  in  pub- 
lic bodies,  in  support  of  the  amnesty 
movement,  and  he  maintained  that  no 
GoTcmment  were  justified  in  ignoring 
the  unanimous  appeal  of  a  nation  in  such 
a  matter.  Not  a  little  interest,  either, 
was  felt  in  this  matter  abroad.  In  proof 
of  it  he  might  mention  this  significant 
fact — ^that  last  year  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  Cape  Colony  passed  a  resolution 
calling  on  the  Government  of  the  Colony 
to  approach  the  Imperial  Government 
with  a  request  that  they  would  extend  to 
the  Irish  political  prisoners  similar 
clemency  to  that  extended  by  President 
Eniger  to  the  Transvaal  raiders.  That 
resolution  was  sent  home,  but  no  infor- 
mation had  been  given  as  to  the  answer 
sent,  althot^h  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
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questioned  about  the  matter  at  the  time. 
Finally,  they  asked  for  the  favouraUe 
consideration  of  the  cases  of  the  prisons 
on  the  grounds  of  mercy  and  justice,  on 
the  grounds  that  the  men  were  political 
prisoners,  and  on  Jhe  ground  that  they 
had  already  suffered  terribly  and  suffi- 
ciently for  the  offences  they  committed. 
rCA>«-«.] 

Mr.  GEORGE  MURNAGHAN  (Ty- 
rone, Mid),  in  supporting  the  Amend- 
ment, said  there  was  no  matter  in  which 
the  whole  Irish  people  felt  so  deep  and 
sympathetic  an  interest  as  in  this  am- 
nesty proposal.  While  he  disclaimed  any 
desire  to  make  light  of  the  crimes  for 
which  the  men  were  convicted,  yet,  under 
the  circumstances,  seeing  that  no  life  wu 
lost  by  the  offences  of  the  men,  and  that 
they  had  already  endured  between  IS 
and  14  years  of  awful  punishment,  he 
thought  no  good  or  useful  purpose  otraM 
be  served  by  keeping  the  prisoners  longer 
in  prison ;  for  the  Government  might 
be  assured  that  this  matter  was  really 
felt  as  a  cankering  sore  among  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  would  remain  so,  pre- 
venting all  efforts  at  reconciliation  aa 
long  as  the  men  were  kept  in  prison. 
Moreover,  the  Irish  people  were  deeply 
affected  by  the  conviction — ^he  feared  it 
was  not  altogether  unfounded— that  the 
treatment  of  prisoners  in  the  English 
convict  prisons  was  seriously  TOntii^  in 
humane  consideration,  and  circumstance! 
had  led  to  that  impression  being  ente^ 
tained  abroad.    But  however  that  mi^t 
be — though  it  was  a  matter  to  which 
severe  attention  ought  to  be  given 
the  Government — the  whole  Irish  nation, 
at  home  and  abroad,  were  in  favour  of 
the  amnesty,  and  surely  their  requert 
was  entitled  to  respectful  consideration 
at  least.   The  Iriali  Members  and  people 
thought  tliat,  even  tfaoi^h  the  crimea 
committed  by  the  men  were  h^nous  and 
were  to  be  deprecated,  yet  that  the  time 
had  come  for  a  favourable  oonaidmtioo 
of  their  case.    And,  indeed,  as  had  been 
said,  no  time  for  doing  so  could  be  more 
opportune  than  now,  when  Her  Majesty 
had  entered  on  the  60th  year  of  her 
reign  ;  the  act  of  clemency  at  present 
would  be  especially  a  gracious  act  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  would  be  a 
more  forcible  means  than  any  other  of 
convincing  the  Iridi  people  that,  after 
all,  there  was  not  always  a  disposition 
on  the  [»rt  of  the  Government  to  torn  a 
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deaf  ear  to  their  demands  through  the 
voice  of  their  representatives.    He  main- 
tained that  on  all  grounds  the  demand 
made  was  a  reasonable  one,  to  which  no 
man  of  humane  feeling  could  object.  He 
felt  conGdeot  that  if  the  GoTemment 
opened  the  prison  doors  to  the  men  they 
would  run  no  risk  by  doing  so  of  opposi- 
tion or  o{  rebellion  among  their  own  sup- 
portera,  for,  on  grounds  of  humanity,  he 
was  sure  there  were  many  hon.  Members 
opposite,  and  a  large  number  of  people 
in  Great  Britain,  who  thought  the  time 
had  come  when  clemency  might  reason- 
ably be  exercised.    There  were  already 
too  many  disturbing  elements  between 
the  two  countries.      If  this  one,  the 
greatest,  was  removed,  it  would  do  much 
to  soften  the  others,  and  show  that  the 
English  people  and  Government  had  a 
real  aympathy  with  the  Irish  people.  It 
was  the  general  desire  of  the  people 
throu^out  ftU  parts  of  the  country  that 
this  matter  should  be  settled,  and  that 
the  release  of  the  men  should  remove  a 
serious  cause  of  grievance.    He  hoped 
the  Home  Secretary  would  continue  his 
investigations,  and  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  ends  of  justice  had 
been  amply  met  by  the  seuteaces  which 
the  men  lutd  already  served. 

Mb.  J.  J.  CLANCY  Publin  Co.,  N.) 
■aid  he  desired  to  avoid  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  case  which  had  been  de- 
bated in  that  House  for  several  years  in 
succession.  He  desired  to  call  attention 
to  an  incident  which  had  occurred  that 
day,  and  which  threw  some  light,  ac- 
cording to  their  mind,  upon  the  circum- 
stances unJcr  which  these  men  were  con- 
victed 13  or  14  years  ago.  The  House 
waa  amire  that  within  the  last  three  or 
four  months  the  country  hod  been  ex- 
cited with  a  story  of  a  fresh  dynamite 
conspiracy.  Three  arrests  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  allied  revival  of 
the  dynamite  conspiracy — two  in  a 
foreign  country,  from  which  the  men 
could  not  be  extradited,  and  one  in 
Great  Britain.  The  man  arrested  in 
Great  Britain  was  put  on  his  trial  in 
London  the  day  before  yesterday.  That 
nioming  the  case  against  Bell  or  Ivory 
had  been  abandoned,  and  he  was  now  an 
abmlntely  free  man.  He  had  not  read 
the  report  of  the  proceedings,  but  he  had 
not  mnch  hesitation  in  guessing  why  the 
case  was  abandoned  after  it  had  pro- 
ceeded so  far-.  At  the  preliminary  inves- 


tigation the  mpst  important  witness  for 
the  Crown  was  an  informer,  a  certain 
spy,  who  was  brought  over  from  America, 
and  whose  career  presented  a  very  strong 
resemblance  to  that  still  more  famous 
spy  Major  Le  Caron.  He  had  not  the 
least  doubt  the  advisera  of  the  Crown 
shrank  from  putting  that  man  into  the 
box,  for  if  that  course  had  been  followed 
he  believed  evidence  would  probably  have 
heen  given  which  would  have  proved  not 
the  guilt  of  Bell,  but  the  complicity  of 
certain  Government  officials  in  crimes 
which  they  had  pretended  to  trace  to 
these  accused  persona.  He  could  not 
help  saying  that  to  his  mind,  at  all 
events,  this  proved,  what  they  had  always 
felt  and  believed,  that  the  trials  of  these 
men  13  or  14  years  were  not  only 
unfair  in  respect  of  the  circumstances  of 
panic  in  which  they  were  held,  but  that 
they  were  fatally  prejudiced  by  the  means 
taken  certain  Government  officials  to 
concoct  the  case  gainst  men  whom  it 
woA  thought  desirable  to  convict.  In 
view  of  what  had  taken  place  that  morn- 
ing he  was  justified  in  asking  the  House 
to  refrain  from  passing  judgment  on  the 
question  whether,  after  all,  these  trials 
of  13  or  14  years  ago  were  fair.  He 
would  ask  whether  these  men  had  not 
really  been  punished  enough  already. 
That  was  the  question  before  the  House. 
Other  persons,  not  Irishmen,  had  heen 
tried  for  exactly  the  same  offence,  but 
while  one,  an  Irishman,  was  sentenced 
to  a  life  sentence,  the  other,  a  foreigner, 
received  only  ten  years.  The  only  con- 
clusion they  could  come  to  was  tlmt  the 
fliffereoce  in  race  made  all  the  difference 
in  the  case.  It  would  require  a  very 
great  deal  of  explanation  to  remove  that 
belief  and  conviction  from  the  minds  of 
the  Irish  people.  A  Member  of  the 
House,  a  supports  of  the  Government, 
had  put  upon  the  Notice  Paper  an 
Amendment  practically  censuring  tiie 
Home  Secretary  for  having  liberated  four 
of  these  prisoners  within  the  last  few 
months.  He  confessed  be  was  astonished 
at  any  such  Amendment  appearing  on 
the  Paper.  The  Home  Secretary  needed 
no  defence  from  him  in  that  respect.  It 
was  perfectly  well  known  that  he  had  re- 
fused to  liberate  those  men  on  grounds 
of  policy.  He  bad  released  them  on 
medical  grounds,  and  he  thought  it 
savoured  rather  of  inhumanity,  of  gross 
cruelty,  and  of  utter  disregard  for  human 
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life  to  queBtion  the  exercise  of  the  cle- 
mency of  the  Grown  in  cases,  in  two  of 
which  within  one  week  or  ten  days  that 

the  men  were  released  one  man  had  to 
be  confined  to  th^  asylum  and  the  other 
man  was  undoubtedly  found  to  bo  out 
of  his  mind.  He  pressed  the  Home 
Secretary  not  to  be  deterred  by  any  such 
Amendment  as  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Salford.  He  was  not  surprised  that 
a  Member  of  the  Tory  Party,  who  had 
taken  a  strong  view  on  this  question — 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  I  The 
hon.  Member  is  anticipating  an  Amend- 
ment which  is  on  the  paper. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  be  was  not  going 
to  discuss  the  question  of  the  Amend- 
ment any  further.  He  was  only  going 
to  point  out  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  such  an  Amendment  should  hare 
been  put  on  the  paper  after  a  certain 
speech  of  the  late  Home  Secretary,  in 
Scotland.  He  had  invited  Gentlemen  to 
put  such  Amendments  on  the  Paper.  If 
he  recollected  rightly,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  in  direct  and  express 
terms  find  fault  with  the  Home  Secre- 
tary for  having  released  these  men,  but 
he  said  :  "  When  I  was  in  office  this  man 
Gallagher  was  perfectly  sane."  There 
was  another  way,  to  his  mind,  of  censur- 
ing the  Home  Secretarj' — 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  I  I  must 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House  is  not  the  pro- 
priety of  the  conduct  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary in  releasing  those  who  have  been 
released)  but  as  to  whether  those  who  are 
still  prisoners  should  be  released. 

Mb.  CLANCY  said  he  would  only  press 
on  the  Home  Secretary  the  considerar 
tion  advanced  -by  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Kilkenny,  that  the  right  hon. 
(gentleman  should  not  trust  too  much  to 
those  medical  reports  sent  to  the  Home 
Office  from  time  to  time.  He  recalled 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention 
one  or  two  questions  and  answers  which 
]>as8cd  in  the  House  a  few  years  ago. 
On  February  3,  1893,  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Clare  (Mr.  W.  Hed- 
mond)  put  this  question  to  the  late 
Home  Secretary :  — ■ 

"Wlicther  lie  liad  read  tlio  stoteinent  attri- 
buted to  Callan,  a  prisuaer  lately  rvleosed, 
thdt  Dr.  (latlagher,  a  couriot  Id  Portlaatt 
Prison,  was  insane,  and  whether  the  Home 
Secretary  would  sanction  an  independent  medi- 
cal inquiry  into  Vr.  tiallugher>  condition?'' 
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Hie  late  Home  Swretary  replied: — 

"I  liave  read  the  statement  attributed  to 
Callan.  It  is  totally  without  foundation  is 
fact.  In  view  of  this  and  similar  allegations 
I  have  made  careful  inquiries  rrapeciing  die 
mental  condition  of  Gallagher,  with  the  result 
that  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  ii 
perfectly  sane.  There  is  no  gronnd  in  my 
opinion  for  an  independent  medical  inquiry." 

That  was  not  the  only  question.  He 
himself  asked  on  August  29,  1893— 

"whether  any  medical  experts  had,  at  tiie 
instance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  exa- 
mined into  the  state  of  mind  of  Sr.  Galla^ier, 
and  if  so,  whether  lie  would  state  their  namei 
and  the  result." 

The  Home  Secretary  replied: — 

"  Yes.   Oanagher  was  on  tiM  &tfa  of  tbii 

month,  at  my  direction,  examined  by  one  d 
our  most  eminent  authorities  in  mental  disease. 
Dr.  Hack  Tuke.  The  result  of  Dr.  Tuke'i 
examination  was  entirely  in  accordance  with 
the  Reports  previoosly  made  to  me  by  tM 
medical  officers  of  the  prison.  All  agree  that 
the  convict  exhibits  no  symptoms  u  mental 
unsoundness." 

Yet  in  the  face  of  these  answers  was  the 
fact  that  in  August  last  the  present 
Home  Secretary  felt  obliged,  on  the  In^is 
of  a  medical  report  that  Dr.  Galla^er 
was  either  mad  or  verging  towards  mad- 
ness, to  order  the  release  of  the  prisonw, 
and  after  his  release  it  was  necessary  to 
confine  him  to  an  asylum.  ["Hear, 
hear ! "]  Then  he  asked  the  Home 
Secretary  whether  he  oi^ht  to  place  bo 
much  reliance  on  medical  reports  for 
keeping  men  in  prison  until  the  last 
moment.  Another  consideration  he  urged 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that 
the  release  of  the  four  men  had  not  be«i 
followed  by  any  consequences  the  Govern- 
ment  need  regret.  On  the  contrary,  if 
that  action  had  been  followed  by  any 
material  consequenoes,  they  were  sodi 
as  should  gratify  the  GoTemment.  Hie 
Irish  people  applauded  the  action  of  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  he  xu^ed  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  continue  his  policy, 
and  to  consider  the  cases  of  the  other 
men  from  a  humane  point  of  view,  and 
not  to  bo  deterred  from  the  exercise  of 
that  clementT-  humanity  demanded  by 
any  considerations  of  policy.  ["Hear, 
hear  I  "1 

Mr.  JASPEB  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) 
added  his  voice  in  support  of  this  plea, 
and  testified  to  the  strong  feeUug  iu 
Ireland   upon  this  amnesty  quesUoB. 
I  Much  was  heard  froiu  hou.  Gttitlemen 

Digitized  by  Google 


133         Majesty'^  Mok        {20  Januabt  1897}        Graeioua  Speech.  134 


opposite  as  to  the  time  wasted  in  the 
diacussion  of  Irish  grievanoeB,  but  if  the;^ 
vonld  press  their  friends  in  office  to 
follov  the  dictates  of  humanity  in  this 
instance  they  might  remove  this  griev- 
ance, which  else  must  from  time  to  time 
be  raised  in  the  House.  Further,  such 
an  act  of  clemency  would  go  a  long  way 
to  assume  Irish  feeling.  When  la^t  year 
the  Land  Act  was  passed,  and  this  was 
followed  by  the  release  of  John  Daly  and 
his  fttends,  the  bitterness  of  Irish  feeling 
yrsB  assuaged,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive  contrasted  favourably  with 
that  of  their  predecessors  in  office.  It 
was  hoped  tluit  this  act  of  clemency 
■would  be  followed  by  the  release  of  the 
remaining  prisoners,  and  the  House 
would  be  spared  these  repeated  debates. 
Of  course  it  was  felt  that  the  discovery 
of  the  alleged  plot  intervened  to  tie 
the  hands  of  the  Home  Secretary,  but 
now,  when  the  prosecution  had  broken 
down,  the  opportimity  offered  for  the 
release  of  the  remaining  victims.  ["Hear, 
hear!"]  A  strong  refusal  now  would 
force  on  the  minds  of  the  Irish  people 
that,  in  their  work  of  remedying  the 
grievances  of  Ireland,  the  Government 
were  not  sincere,  and  that  the  release  of 
John  Daly  and  his  companions  was  not 
due  to  any  feeling  of  clemency,  but  was 
simply  because  medical  reports  forced 
the  (Government  to  take  that  course. 
Having  gone  so  far  in  this  direction,  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
take  this  further  step  and  remove  this 
Irish  grievance. 

Mb.  H.  J.  WILSON  (York,  W.R.,  Hohn- 
firtb)  joined  his  appeal  to  that  of  his 
hon.  FViends  below  the  gangway  to  the 
Home  Secretary  to  set  these  men  at 
liberty.  Grave  doubts  had  arisen,  in 
minds  well  qualified  'to  judge,  as  to 
whether  these  persons  were  guilty,  but 
wairing  that,  and  assuming  for  the  sake 
of  argument  that  at  the  time  and  under 
the  circumstances  the  sentences  were  just, 
he  appealed  to  the  Home  Secretary  to 
consider  how  different  were  circumstances 
now.  Could  he  say  there  was  anything 
in  the  state  of  Ireland  that  made  it 
necessary  to  continue  the  punishment? 
Under  the  changed  circumstances,  would 
ho  not  reconsider  the  matter?  It  would 
<lo  much  to  satisfy  the  feelings  of 
niiliioiiB  of  ]»eopIe  here  and  in  Ireland  if 
he  weald  mak«  a  -respectful  reply.  He 
did  not  wish  to  speak  at  length,  he  only 


desired  that  the  voices  of  English  Mem- 
bers should  not  be  wuiting  in  this  appeal, 
and  they  were  not  wanting  when  the 
Liberal  Party  were  in  power. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  considered  that 
Irish  Members  would  fail  in  their  duty 
if  they  did  not  express  to  the  Home 
Secretary  gratitude  and  satisfaction  for 
the  coinage  and  humanity  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  shown  in  releasing  the 
men  last  year.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  That 
there  was  delay  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  the  result  was 
appalling.  The  unfortunate  prisoner 
Whitehead  was  no  sooner  released  than 
he  took  to  roaming  over  the  countiy^  a 
raving  lunatic.  He  disappeared  for  days, 
hiding  in  bogs  and  ditches,  and  being 
now  sent  to  America  was  an  inmate  of  a 
lunatic  asylum.  And  yet  for  years 
appeals  were  met  with  the  denial  that 
there  was  anything  the  matter  with  this 
man.  He  cared  not  whose  fault  it  was, 
it  was  an  appalling  scandal  and  discredit 
to  think  that  these  denials  came  from 
the  Minister  who  was  kept  in  office  by 
the  votes  of  the  Irish  Members.  ["Hear, 
hear!"]  This  was  not  alL  When  the 
present  Home  Secretary  released  John 
Daly  and  the  others  he  was  met  with  the 
suggestion  that  this  was  done  as  part  of 
a  compact  with  Irish  Members  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Land  Act.  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury'  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
deny  that,  but  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
he  had  done  so. 

*Mr.  speaker  reminded  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  should  not  discuss  mat- 
ters that  m^ht  arise  upon  the  Amend- 
ment given  notice  of  1^  the  hon.  Member 
for  Salford. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  only  wished  to  deny 
the  imputation  that  it  was  due  to  any 
political  compact,  it  was  simply  due  to 
the  courage,  moderation,  and  humanity 
of  the  Home  Secretary.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
The  question  which  they  must  ask  them- 
selves was  whether  the  men  still  in  prison 
were  guilty.  No  one  could  know  better 
than  the  late  Home  Secretary,  who  was 
counsel  for  the  Irish  memb^s  before  the 
Pamell  Ck>mmission,  that  a  taint  of  police 
fraud  affected  the  conviction  of  every 
one  of  these  men.  In  February,  1889,  a 
promise  was  made  that  Mr.  Robert 
Auderson  woiUd  be  prodticed  before  the 
Comipission  to  be  cro^s-examined  on  the 
question  of  how  "these  plots  were  got  up. 
It  would  be  remembered  that  Le  Carou, 
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the  police  spy,  produced  before  the  Com- 
mission a  \tiioIe  series  of  documents 
vhich  he  obtained  from  Mr.  Robort 
Anderson.  It  would,  he  thought,  be  the 
duty  of  the  Irish  Members  this  Session 
to  press  for  a  Select  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  Mr.  Anderson's  operations.  He 
had  read  a  few  passages  from  Le  Caron's 
cross-examination  by  Sir  C.  Russell ;  — 

"  Yon  have  suggested  rather  than  atated  in 
Toor  evidence  that  jaa  bad  to  do  with  Gal- 
lagber  and  LomasnOT.  Did  yon  take  put  in 
any  deliberation  at  which  either  of  these  wicked 
plots  was  derised? — Yee. 

"And  you  advised  in  them? — I  did  not  deem 
myself  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  sugges- 
lioas  and  put  myself  too  forward  in  these 
matters. 

"But  you  appeared  to  advise  and  coincide 
in  it? — I  offereif  no  objection. 

"Then  you  consented  in  convention  and 
gave  infionnation  at  once? — Immediately  on 
the  first  oppurtonity  Uist  presented  itsen." 

The  evidence  showed  that  the  agents  of 
the  Government  in  America  were  the 
agentt  provocateurs  in  all  these  cases. 
Having  r^ard  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
police  that  autumn  in  Belgium,  France 
wad  Holland,  and  to  what  had  occurred 
that  very  day  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and 
recollecting  the  promise  to  produce  Mr. 
Anderson,  who  was  given  £10,000  a  year 
for  promoting  these  plots,  he  thought  it 
was  time  that  an  inquiry  should  be  mnde 
into  the  practices  of  that  gentleman. 
*Mb.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  observ-a- 
tions  of  the  hon.  Member  were  not  per- 
tinent to  the  Amendment  before  the 
House.  The  hon.  Member  was  not  entitled 
to  discuss  the  general  question  of  the 
mode  of  prosecutii^  criminals  in  Ireland 
or  elsewhere. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out  that 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  men  in 
prison  depended  upon  the  circumstances 
of  their  conviction.  The  system  of  get- 
ting up  conspiracies  was  tainted  ab 
initio.  A  British  agent  had  his  nose  in 
every  one  of  these  plots  in  America. 
They  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
agent's  importance  grew  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  the  plots  which  he  dis- 
closed. 

*Mit.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  disr^arding  his  ruling,  and 
he  must  ask  him  to  keep  to  the  question 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  reminded  the 
House  that  the  remnant  of  these  pri- 
soners in  gaol  was  small.   A  letter  bad 

Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy. 


been  written  recently  by  one  of  Umn, 
which  wmt  to  show  tlu^  his  constitatirai 
had  completely  broken  dovn.  Seemg 
that  every  one  of  these  oonvictiom  oo- 
cmTcd  as  long  ago  as  1883,  in  circum- 
stances entirely  different  from  the  pre- 
sent, and  that  all  the  principal  offenders 
had  been  released,  surely  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  Home  Secretary  might 
very  fairly  take  these  men's  aiees  into 
favourable  consideration,  relying  on  the 
general  sense  of  justice  of  that  House  and 
disregarding  the  attacks  of  cranks. 
[•'  Hear,  hear  I  »] 

Mb.   JAMES   O'BRIEN  (Cork)  con- 
tended that  political  prisonerB  ought  to 
he   treated   with   lem   BeTOrit7  than 
ordinary  prisoners.  In  this  country,  how-  | 
ever,  they  were  treated   with  greater 
severity,  especially  if  they  were  Insh. 
This  he  knew  from  his  own  experience. 
Special  warders  were  always  told  off  to 
watch  Irish  political  prisoners — wardars 
who  could  be  depended  upon  to  annoy 
them  and  leave  them  no  peace  day  or 
night.   The  men  now  in  gaol  had  beeu 
subjected  to  such  treatment  for  13  or 
14  years.    To  have  executed  them  at 
once  would  have  been  more  lenient.  The  I 
r.uder8  into  the  Transvaal,  who  had  no  i 
excuse  for  their  conduct,  had  only  been  I 
imprisoned  for  a  few  months  as  firat-class 
misdemeanants.    Very  different  was  the  | 
vengeful   punishment  suffered  by  these  j 
unfortunate  Irishmen,  against  whom  the 
only  charge  that  could  be  made  was  that 
they  were  in   possession  of  explosives. 
They  could  not  be  charged  with  having 
taken  life  or  even  injui^d  a  single  pov 
son.    The  real  reason  why  th^  were 
still  in  prison  was  tlmt  th^  wore  Irish- 
men— ^that    was    their  unpardonable 
crime.  I 

Mr.  W.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick)  ■ 
reminded  the  House  that  when  these 
prisoners  were  convicted  a  reign  of  terror  j 
existed  in  the  land.    All  means  of  con-  j 
stitutional    imitation    were  forbidden. 
That  was  how  these  men  were  driven 
into  unconstitutional  methods,  and  the 
Government  of  the  day  were  responsible.  | 
It  ought   also   to  be  borue  in  mind  | 
that    the    agitation    of    those  days 
was   the    result   of   the    refusal  of 
the    Government    to    grant  reforms 
of  which  many  had  since  been  effected. 
\i  \t  was  not  possible  to  indulge  in  coo- 
stituttomd  agitation  in  Ireland  tbcQ 
these  men  were  driven  to  use  uncoft- 
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ititutional  methods.  There  had  been  no 
amnesty  with  reference  to  Irish  political 
offenders ;  there  had  only  been  the 
release  of  certain  prisoneTB.  On  what 
ground!  Not  on  the  Bcoro  of  amnesty, 
but  for  medical  reasons,  and  because 
these  men  were  unable  to  remain  longer 
in  jffison  uoleaa  to  the  danger  of  their 
Irres  and  minds.  The  majority  of  the 
men  who  had  been  released  had  been 
rained  either  in  health  or  in  mind.  He 
did  not  believe  the  denials  made  from 
the  Treasury  Bench,  not  because  Minis- 
ters desired  to  conceal  the  truth,  but 
because  they  were  merely  made  the 
machines  whereby  the  opinions  of 
officials  were  conveyed  to  the  House  and 
tbe  country.  He  thanked  the  Home 
Secretary  for  his  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion in  receiving  various  bodies  that 
waited  on  him  in  connection  with  this 
■object,  for  the  way  in  which  he  had 
dealt  with  tiie  prisonors,  and  for  the 
coutagie  he  had  shown  throughout  not- 
withstanding the  sneers  and  the  scoffs 
of  some  of  his  supporters.  He  pointed 
out  thnt  Duff  was  at  present  in  Broad- 
moor Asylum,  and  indicated  his  want 
of  faith  in  the  replies  forwarded  to  the 
right  hon-  Gentleman  from  official 
Boorces.  The  Irish  Nationalist  Amnesty 
Assoctattou,  to  which  he  belonged,  had 
uked  the  Home  Secretary  to  allow  an 
independent  inquiry  by  medical  men  to 
be  made  into  the  condition  of  the 
prisiHierB,  and  he  trusted  that  the  result 
of  the  Debate  would  be  to  allow  such  an 
independent  inquiry.  Amnesty  was  a 
law  all  over  the  world  in  constitutional 
povemment  assemblies,  except  in  this 
country.  No  political  offenders  had 
ever  been  confined  for  such  a  length  of 
time  as  the  Irish  political  prisoners,  nor 
had  prisoners  of  the  same  class  elsewhere 
suffered  the  same  harsh  treatment.  The 
percentage  of  Irish  political  prisoners 
who  were  beii^  done  to  death  in  prison, 
or  who  had  been  driven  mad,  exceeded 
tbe  percentage  of  any  political  prisoners 
vho  had  been  confined  in  other  coun- 
tries under  a  constitutional  government 
during  the  century.  This  was  not  a 
state  of  things  which  redounded  to  the 
credit  of  this  country  or  to  its  minis- 
ters. They  hud  been  told  when  this 
Government  came  into  power  that  Home 
Role  was  to  be  killed  with  kindness. 
Irishmen  had  not  received  much  mate- 
rial benefit  from  the  Tory  Government 


up  to  the  present.  But  there  was  one 
thing  which  would  cost  the  Government 
nothing — that  was  to  release  the  poli- 
tical prisoners.  The  Government  would 
save  money  on  the  transaction,  and 
economy  had  always  been  the  ruling 
spirit  of  the  British  Treasury.  It  would 
do  more  than  that.  It  would  satisfy 
the  vast  body  of  Irish  Nationalist 
opinion.  There  was  one  platform  on 
which  all  Iri^men  were  ^eed,  and  it 
was  that  the  time  had  come  when  the 
political  prisoners  ought  to  be  released. 
He  trusted  that  the  appeal  which  had 
been  made  would  have  an  effect  on  the 
Home  Secretary. 

Mb.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Cork,  N.E.) 
said  that  he  and  his  hon.  Friends  were 
expressing  what  was  undoubtedly  the 
almost  unanimous  opinion  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  of  all  political  parties  of  all 
shades,  and  of  all  creeds.  That  opinion 
had  been  expressed  from  platform  after 
platform,  and  he  thought  that  as  a 
matter  of  pulilic  policy  the  time  had 
ctime  when  the  Government  might  take 
into  consideration  this  expression  of 
opinion  froiii  united  Ireland.  He  also 
bore  testimony  to  the  courageous  action 
of  the  Home  Secretory.  He  thought 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  acted 
not  alone  with  humanity — us  he  was 
b'»und  to  do  on  the  medical  reports — 
but  also  with  courage  in  facing  what 
nii^t  have  been  an  expression  of  public 
opinion  oA  the  part  of  some  persons  in 
this  country  as  to  the  advisability  of 
releasing  these  men.  With  this  experi- 
ence before  them  the  Irish  members 
were  confident  now  in  making  a  further 
appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the  right 
hun.  Gentleman  as  well  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  policy  which  must  affect  his 
Government.  It  could  not  be  assumed 
that  the  Irish  people  sympathised  with 
the  use  of  dynamite,  or  with  a  dynamite 
policy.  Not  a  man  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  this  agitation  bad  any  eym- 
pathy  with  the  use  of  dynamite;  and, 
therefore,  when  the  people  of  Ireland 
asked  tor  the  release  of  these  men  it 
was  because  they  felt  that  such  an  act 
o£  clemency  would  tend  to  take  away 
the  feeling  in  Ireland  that  there  was  in 
the  treatment  of  political  offenders  a 
differential  scale.  There  was  not  a  civi- 
lised country  in  the  world  which  treated 
its  political  prisoners  as  we  did.  Was 
this  country  to  learn  lessons  of  clemency 
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from  Russia,  or  from  any  other  country  1 
The  whole  history  of  this  country 
showed  that  Irishmen,  who  sometimes 
iu  the  past  had  adopted  methods  he  did 
not  attempt  to  justify,  had  always  had 
meted  out  to  them  punishment  which 
tht^  woidd  not  have  received  at  the 
hands  of  any  other  country  for  poli- 
tical oftences.  He,  therefore,  appealed 
to  the  Government  and  to  the  Home 
Secretary  to  say  whether  the  time  had 
not  come  when  the  wishes  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  should  be  met  without  in  any 
way  interfering  with  the  course  of 
justice. 

Ou  the  return  of  Mr.  Spbakkr  after 
the  uBual  interval, 

*Mb.  FRANCIS  O'KEEFFE  O^imerick) 
said  that  no  reply  had  been  given  from 
the  Govenimeiit  Benches  to  the  ail- 
ments which  the  Irish  Members  had 
brought  forward ;  and  any  impartial 
listener  to  the  Debate  must  believe  that 
their  ctise  was  irresiBtible.  One  of  the 
reaKons  that  impelled  him  to  take  part 
in  the  Debate  was  that  he  was  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  City  of  Limerick.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  would  probably  remember 
that  one  of  the  most  significant  episodes 
of  the  lust  General  Election  was  the 
uimniinous  return  of  John  Daly  of  that 
city.  Mr.  Daly  and  he  were  alone  nomi- 
nated for  that  constituency.  He  knew 
that  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  Daly  was 
disqualified  to  sit  in  the  House  ;  but  Ue 
withdrew  in  his  favour,  and  Daly 
was  elected.  He  had  never  met 
him '  before,  but  since  then,  from 
many  conversations  he  had  had  with 
him,  and  from  his  speeches  at  public 
meetings,  he  was  convinced  that 
he,  Daly,  was  innocent  of  the 
charges  for  which  he  was  convicted. 
What  was  the  use  that  Daly  made 
of  his  recovered  liberty?  Was  it  to 
I)aradc  his  own  sufferings  to  the  public, 
and  to  appeal  for  sympathy  for  himself  f 
No  I  Uis  first  words,  when  he  re- 
ceived a  public  reception  in  Dublin  that 
would  not  be  accorded  to  Royalty,  were 
an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners 
whom  ho  had  left  lichind  him  in  Port- 
land Gaol.  He  would  remind  the  Home 
Secretai7  that  it  was  an  elementary  pro- 
position of  criminal  jurisprudence  that 
the  object  of  a  punitive  sentence  was  not 
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to  punish  the  individual,  but  to  d^ 
others.  Surely  it  was  impossible  to  con- 
tend that  after  an  imprisonment  of  15 
yeuTH  the  pimistuuent  accorded  to  those 
men  had  not  the  desured  detonrent  effect 
No  man  in  Ireland  or  England,  or  in  any 
part  of  the  British  Empire,  thought  that 
the  principles  of  dynamite  woidd  ever 
be  brought  into  force  again.  He  could 
assure  the  House  that  the  very  word 
was  abhorred  in  Ireland.  It  was  be- 
lieved in  Ireland  that  the  dynamite  con- 
spiracy had  been  :promoted  by  Govern- 
ment agents  for  sinister  ends.  In  any 
case,  these  men  had  expiated  the  offences 
of  which  they  had  been  adjuc^ed  guilty, 
and  they  were  now  simply  retained  in 
prison  as  hostages;  but  the  English 
Government  required  no  hostages,  be- 
cause there  was  no  one  going  to  make 
reprisals  upon  them.  In  fact,  the  men 
were  retained  in  prison  because  they  were 
Irishmen.  He  could  assure  the  Home 
Secretary  that  when  the  news  reached 
Limerick  of  the  release  of  Mr.  Daly  men 
of  the  most  advanced  political  Tiem 
held  a  meeting,  and  they  unanimously 
passed  a  rote  of  thanks  to  the  r^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  for  his  action  in  the 
nuitter.  He  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  release  the  remaining 
prisonerH,  and  thus  dose  for  over  a  dark 
chapter  in  the  relations  between  Ireland 
and  England,  so  that  this  year,  when 
tlie  country  woidd  be  celebrating  an 
event  that  would  be  for  ever  memorable 
in  the  history  of  England,  it  might  bo 
the  proud  boast  of  Her  Majesty  that  in 
the  60th  year  of  her  reign  not  a  single 
Irishman  was  in  prison  for  a  political 
offence. 

*SiB  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee)  said  that, 
having  consistently    voted    for  every 

aiiinesty  Resolution  proposed  since  ho 
entered  the  House,  he  r^etted  that  the 
appeals  made  to  the  Home  Secretary  bad 
been  left  so  much  in  the  hands  of  the 
Irish  Members,  because  he  believed  that 
there  was  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
]uirticularly  among  Scottish  Members, 
a  growing  opinion  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  Home  Secretiury  would 
do  well  to  advise  the  exercise  of  the 
tli'mency  of  the  Crown  to  those  uufor- 
tiinalt!  criminals.  TliiTt'  wore  one  or 
two  I'onsidomtions  he  should  like  to  piii 
beftjre  the  House  in  behalf  of  the  pri- 
sfjncra.    It  was  very  doubtfiil  whether 
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those  men  had  been  aware  of  the  mis- 
chief which  they  were  about  to  com- 
mit  At  that  time  the  use  of  explosives 
bad  been  comparatiTcly  rare,  and  their 
destructive    powers    were  not  so  well 
known  as  th^  were  now.   A|^in,  those 
unfortunate  men  were  influenced  very 
much  by  the  feeling  that  there  was  not 
sufficient  opportunity  otherwise  for  giving 
that  expression  to  the  strong  sentiments 
of  their  countrymen  they  thought  de- 
sirable, and  they  wished  therefore  to 
forcibly  attract  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
enunent  to  their  sense  of  their  wrongs. 
It  had  always  seemed  to  him  that  the 
United  States  had  at  the  end  of  the  great 
Civil  War,  when  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  lires  had  been  sacrificed}  set  an  ex- 
ample worthy  of   imitation  by  all  the 
nations  of  the  world.    It  should  be  re- 
niembered  that  in  English  and  in  Scotch 
constituencies  there  were  a  number  of 
Irishmen,    and  of  the  descendants  of 
Irishmen,  who  took  very  strong  views  in 
repard  to  this  question  of  amnesty.  They 
believed  that  those  prisoners  had  been 
more  heavily  punished  than  Englishmen 
or  Scotchmen  would  have  been  had  they 
been  found  guilty  of  similar  offences. 
He  strongly  qrmpathised  with  that  view. 
He  had  in  his  own  constituency  upwards 
of  30,000  Irish  people,  or  the  descend- 
ants of  Irish  people,  than  whom,  taken 
as  a  whole,  there  was  no  more  sensible, 
peaceable,  industrious,  hard-working,  and 
commendable  section  of  the  community. 
He  knew  that  this  lai^e  section  of  his 
constituency  entertained  the  views  in 
r^ard  to  the  prisoners  to  which  he  had 
referred,  and  knowing  also  that  in  large 
citiea  in  England,  like  Manchester,  Liver- 
pool and  Leeds,  there  were  also  a  large 
number  of  Irish  people  having  these  feel- 
ings, he  thought  it  was  right  that  utter- 
ance should  be  given  to  them  in  the 
House,  and  that  the  Government  would 
do  well  to  yield  to  them.    He  had  never 
attached  the  least  importance    to  the 
chaise  made  against  the  Home  Secretary 
that  he  had  released  the  other  prisoners 
lor  political  purposes.    He  believed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  solely 
actuated  hy  feelings  of  humanity,  and  it 
was  on  the  groundia  of  common  humanity 
that  he  now  apfiealcd  to  him  to  release 
the  remaining  prisoners.   The  mental 
and  physical  condition  of  the  men  who 
had  been  recently  released  fully  justified 
the  action  of  the  Home  Secretary  in 
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setting  them  free,  and  he  would  say  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman — do  not  keep 
the  men  at  present  in  prison  until  you 
have  reduced  them  to  the  same  unhappy 
condition ;  act  on  the  humane  principle 
thfit  they  have  suffered  sufficiently  al- 
ready, that  the  deterrent  effect  of  their 
punishment  has  already  been  obtained, 
and  now  advise  the  clemency  of  the 
Crown  to  be  exercised,  and  liberate  those 
unfortunate  men. 

Thb  secretary  op  STATE  for  thb 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sib  Matthew 
WniTB  RiDLHT,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  find  it  somewhat  difficult  to  reply, 
owing  to  the  wide  ground  covered  by 
the  Debate  and  the  many  subjects  in- 
volved. I  certainly  agree  with  one  or  two 
of  the  hon.  Members  from  Ireland,  and  I 
am  sure  they  feel  it  would  have  been  a 
satisfaction  to  this  House  if  on  the  advice 
of  the  Government  they  had  been  able 
to    remedy    any    other    Irish  i,'riev- 
ancp,    if,    indeed,    they  could  re:iii'dy 
any    Irish   grievance.     It    has  been 
great  source  of  regret  to  myself 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  my  way 
to   recommend   the   exercise   of  Her 
Majesty's  prerogative  of  mercy  towards 
these  treason-felony  prisoners  now  in 
Portland.   I  am  afraid  I  am  not  able  to 
give  any  assurance  at  the  present  mo- 
ment thiit  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.    I  am  pretty 
confident  from  what  I  have  heard  from 
thein  that  they  perhaps  hardly  expect  it. 
But  what  I  wish  to  say  at  the  outset,  it 
I  am  permitted  to  say  so  much  under 
the  orders  of  the  House,  is  that  I  do  wish 
to  protest  against  any  competition  be- 
tween the  humane  feeling  of  myself  and 
my  predecessor  or  any  other  of  my  prede- 
cessors at  the  Home  Office.    In  every- 
thing in  connection  with  the  treatment 
of  the  prisoners,  whether  with  regard  to 
the  prisoners  generally  or  with  what  are 
called   tho   Irish   political  prisoners — 
treasim- felony    prisoners — I    have  ab- 
solutely not  deviated  in  any  way  what- 
ever, so  far  as  I    am  aware,  from  the 
action  of  my  predecessor,  and  I  entirely 
endorse  the  action  which  he  has  taken 
from  time  to  time  upon  the  reports  of 
the  best  opinion  which  ho  could  get  from 
thf  medical  authorities  with  reference  to 
the  state  of  those  prisoners.  The  ques- 
tion of  policy,  of  course,  is  a  different 
matter,  on  which  I  have  no  right  to 
speak.    I  am  prepared  to  admit,  as  I 
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have  admitted  on  former  occasions,  that 
those  hou.  Members  from  Ireland  who 
hare  introduced  this  subject  hare  pre- 
sented it  in  a  spirit  and  manner  to  which 
no  exception  can  be  talcen.  I  admit  that 
they  repreBent  the  strong  opinion  ■which 
a  very  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  hold — [Irish  cheers] — that  what 
they  call  an  amnesty  ought  to  be  ez- 
teuded  to  what  are  called  the  political 
prisoners,  and  I  admit  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent that  there  is  no  desire  on  the  part 
of  anybody  I  know  to  impute  to  them 
tho  slightest  sympathy  with  the  par- 
ticular crimes  of  which  these  men  were 
convicted.  That  is  granted ;  but  when 
I  am  asked  to  deal  with  this  question  as 
a  question  of  amnesty  for  political  pri- 
soners I  must  repeat  ^ain  what  has 
been  said  by  more  than  one  of  my  pre 
decessors,  and  what  has  been  said  by  my 
colleague  the  present  Leader  of  the 
House  in  the  Debate  of  last  year — that, 
whatever  may  be  the  motivea  which  in- 
duced crimes  of  this  sort,  you  must  go 
beyond  those  motives,  and,  although  you 
axe  willing  to  say  that  political  motives 
and  the  notion  that  they  might  reform 
the  Constitution  of  their  country  may 
have  been  to  some  extent  the  instigation 
of  these  crimes,  yet  these  men  were 
found  guilty  before  a  fair  tribunal,  and 
properly  found  guilty,  of  crimes  which 
are  abhorred  by  the  civilised  world. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  My  predecessors  have 
examined  into  this  question,  and  I  have 
done  my  best  to  examine  into  it,  having 
seen  the  Judge,  and  having  taken  aU 
those  opportuiiitiee  which  are  open  to 
me,  and  I  have  satisfied  myself,  as  did 
those  before  me,  that  these  men  were 
properly  convicted.  They  were  sentenced 
to  the  punishment  they  are  now  under- 
going by  the  same  Judge  who  subse- 
quently tried  other  persons,  to  whom  al- 
lusion has  been  made,  for  similar 
offences.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  it  is 
rather  late  in  the  day  to  expect  me — in- 
deed I  do  not  think  I  am  expected — to 
go  back  upon  the  correctness  or  non- 
correctness  of  the  verdict  of  those  days. 
I  think  we  must  proceed  on  the  assump- 
tion that  these  particular  prisoners  were 
found  guilty,  from  whatever  motives, 
political  or  othem'ise,  of  crimes  which 
are  abhorrent  to  the  civilised  world — 
namely,  of  having  in  their  possession,  or 
being  determined  to  use,  explosives  which 
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in  their  effect  must  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances have  proved  to  be  destruc- 
tive to  hiunan  life,  though,  happily,  that 
was  not  the  result  in  this  case.   When  I 
face  a  problem  of  that  kind  I  have  to  go 
into  questions  which  are  beyond  the  . 
question  of  the  humane  treatment  of  our 
prisoners,  or  the  question  as  to  how  for 
anybody  in  my  position  is  justified  in  ad- 
vising the  exercise  of  the  Royal  preroga- 
tive of  m«rcy.   It  is  not  for  me  to  say 
more  except  that  I  appreciate  what  hu 
been  said  of  my  action  recently,  and  I 
only  want  to  show  that  the  idea  is  er- 
roneous that  there  has  been  the  slightest 
divergence  from  the  uniform  practice  of 
the  Home  Office  in  this  matter.   ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]   I  do  not  know  how  far  you  will 
^llow  me.  Sir,  to  say  anything  upon  what 
passed  last  August,  and  what  is  passing 
at  the  present  moment,  but  I  should  Uke 
to  say  this  much  upon  the  immediate 
question  before  the  HousOi  that  I  have 
not  felt  that  the  time  has  come  when 
Her  Majesty  ought  to  be  advised  to  exei> 
cise  the  prerogative  of  mercy  towards 
these  priscmers  on  the  gromid  of  policy. 
I  am  not  denjing  that  recent  sentences 
and  contemporaneous  events  'Ought  not 
to  be  considered,  nor  am  I  denying  the 
doctrine  which  has  been  ui^ed  that  the 
deterrent  influence  on  crime  ought  to  he 
considered,  and  that  you  ought  to  drop 
the  vengeance  side  of  the  matter.    I  do 
not  believe  there  is  anybody  in  this 
House  or  in  this  country  who  desires 
that  the  punishment  of  these  men  should 
be  charged  with  the  attribute  of  ven- 
geance.   But,  at  the  same  time,  I  do 
feel  that  these  prisoners,  who  have  been 
found  guilty  of  crime,  whether  their 
motives    were   political    or  otherwise, 
ought  to  be  punished  in  the  severest 
manner.    ["'  Hear,  hear ! "]     I  do  not 
know  whether  I  oiight  to  allude  to  what 
has  been  said  with  reference  to  a  trial 
which  has  been  taking  place,  and  which 
is  finished  this  morning.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  referred  to  it  drew  the  inference 
from  it,  ^ich  I  venture  to  think  rather 
exttnordinfury,   that   there   was  some 
doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  verdict. 
upon  those  prisoners  whose  case  we  are 
now  considering,  because,  in  the  course 
of  the  trial  which  was  concluded  to-day, 
there  has  been  either  an  acquittal  or  a 
withdrawal,  of  the  case.    I  have  not  ex- 
act information  on  the  subject,  but  I 
should  have  thought  that  this  was  an 
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ioBtance  of  how  a  trial  could  be  con- 
ducted fairlj  in  this  country,  and  if, 
ttpoD  this  occasion,  with  the  evidence 
which  was  before  the  Public  Prosecutor, 
and  with  the  guidance  of  the  same  Judge 
and  with  an  English  jury,  the  prisoner 
was  acquitted,  surely  it  is  a  fair  instance 
of  tlie  continuity  of  English  law  and 
justice;  and  the  inference  is  that  13  or 
li  years  ei^o,  when  these  unfortunate 
men  were  convicted,  they  had  at  least  as 
fair  a  trial  and  treatment  as  the  man 
vho  has  been  acquitted  to-day.   ["  Hear, 
hear  I "]   I  desire  to  repudiate  in  the 
strongest  way  any  allegation  that  this 
caae,  which  I  am  told  is  concluded  to-day, 
is  a  got-up  case  by  the  police.   I  assert 
my  most  emphatic  belief,  from  informa- 
tioQ  which  has  reached  me,  and  on  my 
sothority  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
that  the  action  of  the  police,  whether 
they  have  succeeded  or  not  in  obtaining 
a  conviction,  has  been  fair  throughout  to- 
wards those  concerned.    I  assert,  more- 
over, that  it  is  my  belief  that  by  their 
speedy  action,  and  by  information  which 
they  possessed,  th^  prevented — and  pre- 
tion  is  better  than  punishment — a  very 
great  disaster  in  this  country.  ["Hear, 
hear ! "]    I  do  not  think  any  argument 
can  be  drawn  from  the  result  of  this  trial 
that  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient  to 
justify  a  conviction.    When  I  have  been 
appealed  to  on  former  occasions  with 
reference  to  the  release  of  these  prisoners 
upon  grounds  of  policy,  I  have  assented 
to  the  carrying  out  of  the  policy  of  the 
Home  Office  with  reference  to  long  sen- 
tences— namely,  that  when  these  long 
Bentencee  have  been  inflicted  for  a  par- 
ticular class  of  crime,  and  when  at  a  later 
period  that  crime  has  been  less  rampant 
or  has  disappeared  in  view  of  the  object 
of  those  sentences  as  a  deterrent,  it  was 
TMsonable  to  take  into  consideration  the 
orMer  sentences.  As  regards  the  treason- 
felony  prisoners,  I  am  not  indisposed  to 
give   weight  to  those  considerations : 
but,  as  I  have  said,  I  am  not  prepared  at 
the  present   moment    to    advise  any 
further  relaxation  of  the  imprisonment 
of  these  men  other  than  would  occur  in 
the  ordinaiy  case  of  prisoners  under 
OTdinazy  sentences.    We  are  told  that 
they  are  political  offenders,  but,  without 
STgiuDg  the  question,  I  must  repeat  that 
the  offences  which  they  committed  are 
wch   as   ought    not    to    be  lightly 
Rgarded  by  fuiy  civilis^  community. 


With  reference  to  the  whole  of  this  busi- 
ness I  am  anxious  it  should  be  under^ 
stood  that  my  action  has  been  absolutely 
uniform  with  that  of  my  predecessor. 
I  know  the  grounds  upon  which  he  acted 
with  r^ard  to  Gallagher,  and  I  have 
satisfied  myself  that  he  was  absolutely 
right,  if  I  may  say  so,  and  had  no  justi- 
fication for  advising  his  release  on  medi- 
cal grounds,  and  I  think  it  is  only  fair 
to  him  that  I  should  say  so.    More,  per- 
haps, I  need  not  state.    Hun.  Members 
opposite  have  dwelt  a  great  deal  on  the 
health  of  the  prisoners.   I  would  remind 
them  that  what  I  have  really  to  go  upon  is, 
in  the  first  instance.the  reports,  periodical 
and  specially  called  fur,  as  to  the  health 
of  convicts.    If  I  am  not  satisfied  with 
them  I  must  ask  for  the  further  opinion 
of  my  chief  medical  inspector,  and  if  not 
satisfied  with  that  I  can  go  to  a  higher 
authority.    But  to  ask  me,  or  any  Home 
Secretary,  to  receive  the  opinion  of  other 
medical  men  than  those  whom  he  spe- 
cially employs,  is  to  ask  me  to  go  out- 
side my  responsibility  as  Secretary  of 
State.     I  repeat  that  I  have  simply 
adopted  the  uniform   practice  of  the 
Home  Office,  that  where  imprisonment 
is  likely  to  prove  dangerous  to  health, 
sanity,  or  life,  a  certificate  is  given  to 
me  to  that  effect,  and  I  think  the  facta 
show  I  have  not  erred  on  the  side  of 
severity.    ["Hear,  hear!"]    I  am  asked 
to  consider  the  health  of  the  remaining 
six  prisoners.    I  do  not  think  I  can  do 
more  than  I  have  done.    All  I  can  say 
is  I  am  as  anxious  as  those  before  me  have 
been,    that   prisoners   under  sentence 
should  be  so  watched  that  where  the 
imprisonment   is   likely   to  endanger 
health,  sanity,  or  life  it  should  at  once 
become    a    subject    for  consideration 
whether  the  clemency  of  the  Crown 
should  be  exercised.    Several  hon.  Mem- 
bers have  spokra  of  the  cases  of  indivi- 
dual prisoners.    Take  the  case  of  Wilson. 
I  have  taken  every  means  to  inform 
myself  of  the  condition  of  that  man,  and 
I  am  satisfied  from  the  reports  I  get — 
not  without  cross-examination — that  he 
is  not  in  a  dangerous  state  of  health. 
As  regards  the  future  of  the  few  remain- 
ing prisoners,  certainly  it  is  no  wish  of 
mine,  and  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
law  of  this  country,  that  there  should 
be  such  a  deterioration  in  the  health  of 
prisoners  as  should  lead  to  such  results 
as  have  unfortunately  recently  occurred. 

Digitized  by 


UT  Atldreaa  in  {COMMONS}  AmiMr  to  Het  U8 


Though  I  may  not  be  allowed  to  go  into 
the  case  of  the  foiir  prisoners  released, 
yet  perhaps  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  if 
I  have  been  too  late  in  acting  in  the  case 
of  c«iain  prisoners  I  might  have  been  a 
little  too  early  in  the  case  of  another. 
That  may  appear  an  unkind  thing  to 
say,  because  on  being  informed,  on  the 
best  authority  I  could  obtain,  that  the 
man  was  likely  to  suffer  in  mind  or 
health  further  imprisonment,  I  felt 
myself  bound  to  advise  the  clemency  of 
the  Crown. 

Hb.  T.  11  HEALY  asked  when 
Gallagher's  insanity  set  in. 

Sm  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  to  answer  that  question  after  your 
rulii^,  Sir,  in  the  course  of  the  Debate. 
But  if  I  had  been  permitted  to  go  into 
the  whole  case  I  should  have  stated  that, 
according  to  the  best  information  Z  could 
obtain,  I  found  when  I  came  into  office 
that  there  was  no  cause  for  the  release 
of  Gallagher.  I  satisfied  myself  of  that 
in  December,  1896,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  last  Session.  Then  when 
I  was  satisfied  of  Gallaj^her's  condition 
by  the  report  I  received  in  July,  I  did  not 
hesitate  a  sii^le  moment  in  acting.  Up 
to  the  commencement  of  last  year  I  was 
satisfied  that  my  predecessor  was  abso- 
lutely right  in  what  he  stated  to  the 
House,  that  there  was  no  justification 
for  beliering  that  Gallagher  was  in  a 
state  which  required  him  to  go  into  a 
lunatic  asylum  or  that  he  should  be 
released. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Were  the  doctors 
the  same  in  each  case! 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  haxe  not  hitherto 
interrupted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
dealing  with  the  case  of  the  four  pri- 
soners released,  because  a  good  many 
observations  had  been  incidentally  made 
about  them.  I  hope,  however,  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemw  will  not  further  argue 
their  case  upon  an  Amendment  which 
does  not  really  raise  it. 

Sm  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  I 
bow  at  once  to  your  ruling,  Sir.  But  I 
will  merely  say  that  if  I  could  have 
answered  the  hon.  Member's  question 
my  reply  would  have  been  very  satisfao- 
tory.  I  am  thankful  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber and  those  who  sit  beside  him  for 
having  given  me  credit  for  acting  from 
good  motivn.    I  do  not  know  that  I  can 

Secretary  Jur  Home  Dpparfmmt. 


properly  add  anything  more.   In  con- 
clusion I  r^ret  extremely  that  I  am  ui- 
able  to  give  any  promise  with  refermee  : 
to  advising  Her  Majesty  to  exercise  cle- 
mency towards  these  prisoners.   When  \ 
the  proper  time  comes  I  shall  not  be  nn-  \ 
willing  to  consider  their  case  in  accord-  , 
ance  with  the  practice  of  the  Homo 
Office,    which    draws    no  distinction 
between    Irish    and    other    prisoners.  I 
["Hear,    hear!"]     I    repudiate   most  | 
strongly  the  notion  that  Irish  prison«ra  j 
are  treated  differently  from  others.   1  i 
may  appeal  almost  to  certain  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  themselves,  who  have  been  I 
in  English  prisons,  whether  from  their 
heart  of  hearts,  whatever  they  might 
think  of  the  prison  rules,  they  can  say 
that  Irish  prisoners  are  treated  differ- 
ently.   [An  Irish  Mbmbkb:  "You  are 
mistaken  there."]    At  any  rate,  I  say 
they  are  not,  and  I  do  not  think  it  can 
be  contradicted.    I  regret,  Sir,  I  am  un- 
able to  concede  anything  in  the  nature 
of  an  amnesty  for  these  Irish  {urisonen.  | 
[CA««r*.] 

Mr.  TIMOTHY  HARRINGTON  (Dub- 
lin, Harbour)  said  the  Irisb  Nationaliiti 
had  not  endeavo\u*ed  to  minimise  the 
gravity  of  the  crimes  of  these  prisonert. 
But  if  they  were  political  crimes  thq' 
were  entitled  to  the  leniency  with  which  | 
iwlitical  offences  were  regarded.    If  their  j 
crimes  were  using  or  possessing  dyna-  j 
mite,  the  heaviest  sentence  which  the  j 
specially-made  English  law  awarded  was  i 
ten  years'  penal  servitude,  and  under  the  I 
rules  of  the  Home  Office  the  sentence  | 
would  come  up  for  revision  after  seven  i 
years.   But  because  the  political  element  I 
wai  introduced  into  the  trial,  they  were  j 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  life,  and  j 
that  being  the  case,  he  asked  the  right  i 
hon.  Gentleman,  how  did  the  practice  of  j 
the  Home  Office,  which  refused  to  review  , 
that  long  sentence — ^impcned  owing  to  , 
the  specif  circumstances  of  the  time  and  i 
for  the  partuular  purpose  of  being  a  de-  j 
torrent — agree  with  the  theoiy  he  had  laid 
down,  that  if  long  sentences  irere  im- 
posed as  deterrents  tfa^  ought  to  be  re-  i 
considered  at  a  time  when  the  danger 
passed  awayl    If  the  rule  laid  down  is 
the  Home  Office  that  when  a  man  was 
sentenced  to  a  term  of  penal  servitude 
for  life  it  was  to  be  treated  as  a  term  of 
20  years  and  not  come  up  for  recon- 
sideration for  16  years  was  a  bard  and 
fast  rule,  how  had  th^  got  a  remeify  to 
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meet  the  case  of  a  judge  who,  in  time  of 
pablio  panic,  inflicted  a  severe  sentence 
u  a  deterrent  t  How  could  they  go  back 
upon  it  again?  The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
maa  refused  to  recognise  this  as  a  poli- 
tical offence.  He  would  only  ask  him 
to  treat  it  as  one  offence  or  another.  If 
it  was  a  political  offence,  then  the  pur- 
pose of  punishment  had  been  long  served, 
and  the  Government  would  be  in  the  posi- 
tion of  retaining  men  for  a  political 
offence  a^r  they  had  suffered  13  years' 
impnaonment,  and  when  every  shadow 
of  an  excuse  for  their  detention  had 
passed  away.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it 
were  to  he  treated  as  a  dynamite  offence 
against  the  public  peace,  the  punishment 
awarded  by  the  statute  specially  passed 
for  the  purpose  had  long  been  suffered 
by  these  men.  However  the  Govern- 
ment might  justify  their  own  action,  they 
could  not  get  it  out  of  the  mind  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  that  these  prisoners 
were  still  kept  in  gaol  because  they  be- 
longed to  a  different  nationality,  and  if 
there  was  an  Irishman  who  wished  to 
indict  injmy  upon  or  esiite  racial  hatred 
against  England,  the  Government  were 
Iweping  up  for  him  a  standing  argument 
for  his  conduct.  Was  that  a  wise  policy 
QD  the  part  of  the  Government?  Ought 
not  the  object  of  this  and  of  every  Gov- 
ernment to  be  to  remove  every  oppor- 
tunity that  could  be  given  to  Irishmen 
of  pointing  to  the  different  treatment 
extended  by  the  English  Government  to 
Irishmen  as  compared  with  people  be- 
longing to  other  countries?  There  had 
never  been  any  oesaation  in  their  amnesty 
motionB  aince  the  Union  owii^  to  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Government  to  consider  the 
national  demand,  and  treat  the  opinion 
of  Irishmen  as  of  some  importance.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  entirely  mis- 
interpreted the  ai^ument  of  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  for  North  Dublin 
aa  to  the  event  that  had  taken  place  that 
day.  The  Irish  Members  had  not  ques- 
tioned, horn,  the  commencement  of  these 
amnesty  motions  to  the  present  time, 
the  fair  play  which  had  been  giren  either 
to  these  men  who  had  been  convicted  or 
other  ^hmra  who  had  bem  tried,  so 
fsr  as  the  trials  thonselves  were  con- 
cerned. What  his  hon.  Friend  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Dublin  was  referring 
to  was  the  taxsb,  which  was  also  connected 
*ith  this  motion  here,  that  what  had 
taken  place  that  day  was  evidence,  and 


what  would  have  been  disclosed  in  Court 
would  have  been  evidence,  that  other 
crimes  of  this  kind  had  been  incited  by 
f^ents  whose  interest  it  was  to  keep  these 
unfortunate  outrages  going  for  their  own 
purposes.  There  were  men  occupying 
high  official  positions  in  Ireland  who  had 
stated  that  any  danger  to  life  and  limb 
which  they  had  incurred  was  owiui;  to 
the  machinations  of  officials  of  the  Home 
Office,  who  had  been  getting  up  these 
conspiracies.  Th^it  was  referred  to  on 
former  occasions  as  being  connected  with 
the  trials  at  the  time,  and  that  was  deep 
in  the  minds  of  the  Irish  people  in  con- 
nection with  the  demand  they  made,  be- 
cause they  said,  if  these  men  were  guilty 
they  believed  that  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  claimed  to  have  done  now-~ 
namely,  prevented  outrage  taking  place, 
and  stopped  the  commission  of  crime 
when  it  was  about  to  take  place — had 
not  been  done  in  the  past.  In  r^ard  to 
that,  there  was  a  change  of  policy  in  thft 
attitude  of  the  Government  from  that 
which  existed  at  the  time  these  trials 
took  place.  There  was  ahw  a  change  of 
policy  as  to  the  manner  of  the  trials.  Let 
them  suppose  those  trials  had  taken 
place  to-day,  and  that  a  man  yna  tried 
for  his  connection  with  a  dynamite  con- 
spiracy. He  would  not  now  be  tried 
for  treason-felony  because  the  public 
panic  was  not  sufficient,  and  the  danger 
to  the  public  peace  was  not  so  great  as 
in  1883,  when  the  former  trials  took 
place.  If,  therefore,  such  a  man  were 
to  be  sentenced  now,  he  would  be  sen- 
tenced to  a  term  at  the  most  of  ten 
years'  penal  servitude,  and  the  sentence 
would  come  up  for  revision  at  the  end  of 
seven  years.  In  the  case  of  men  who 
were  tried  in  1883,  when  severe  sentences 
were  inflicted  with  a  deterrent  object, 
now  that  the  danger  had  passed  away, 
why  could  not  the  Government  make  up 
their  mind  to  cast  aside  this  hard  and 
fast  line  of  the  Home  Office  binding  them 
to  the  revision  of  sentences  only  after  a 
certain  period  of  time  had  elapsed  t  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  the  de- 
mand from  those  Benches  being  sup- 
ported hf  the  vast  majority  of  opinion 
in  Ireland.  There  was  not  a  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  Irish  Member  that  if 
these  prisoners  were  the  prisoners  of  an 
Irish  Unionist  Government  in  which  a 
single  Nationalist  bad  not  a  seat,  they 
would  long  ago  have  been  released  in 
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obedience  to  the  demands  of  the  Irish 
people.  On  no  platform  in  Ir^nd, 
whether  Unionist  or  Nationalist,  was 
there  a  Toice  raised  t^inst  the  poUcy  of 
releasing  these  men.  The  Dublin  Cor- 
poration had  passed  motions  in  favour  of 
amnesty  which  had  been  supported  by 
the  Unionist  Members  of  that  body, 
some  of  whom  had  appeared  at  the  Bar 
of  that  House  to  support  the  petition  of 
the  Lord  Mayor  asking  for  clemency  to 
men  who  wwe  rc^;arded  as  political  pri- 
soners. Disre^irding  all  the  questions 
of  health  or  mental  sanity  of  the  pri- 
soners, was  there  to  be  no  consideration 
for  the  national  demand  of  the  Irish 
people  that  the  few  men  still  remaining 
in  gaol  should  be  released!  He  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seriously  to 
consider  whether  any  public  purpose 
could  be  served  by  the  further  detention 
of  these  men,  land  whether  it  would  not 
be  wiser  to  draw  the  two  nations  closer 
together  by  an  act  of  demency  and  jus- 
tice towards  prisoners  who  had  already 
suffered  more  tlum  they  would  ^ve  done 
if  they  had  been  merely  accused  of  dyna- 
mite offences? 

Mr.  MICHAEL  DAVITT  fMayo,  S.) 
said  he  would  have  been  reluctant  to 
interfere  in  the  Debate  bad  it  not  been 
for  the  virtual  challenge  which  the  Home 
Secretary  threw  out  iu  his  direction. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  repudiated  in 
his  own  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Government  he  represented,  the  idea 
that  Irish  political  prisoners  were  sub- 
jected to  more  severe  treatment  in  ptoal 
servitude  than  ordinary  criminals.  Un- 
fortunately he  had  a  more  intimate 
Itnowledge  than  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man of  the  kind  of  punishment  that  was 
undei^ne  in  penal  servitude.  During 
his  seven  years  and  seven  months'  im- 
prisonment in  Dartmoor,  he  was  con- 
sidered a  fairly  well-conducted  prisoner. 
He  was  scarcely  ever  brought  before  the 
Governor  for  a  breach  of  prison  disci- 
pline, but,  notwithstanding  repeated 
applications,  he  was  never  allowed  the 
privilege,  more  valued  than  any  other, 
of  receiving  a  visit  from  any  of  his 
friends.  He  could  add  to  this  many 
other  instances  of  exceptional  severity 
meted  out  to  him  because  he  was  there, 
not  as  an  ordinary  criminal,  but  as  an 
Irishman  convicted  of  a  political  crime 
against  the  Government.  Pacing  from 
the  praBonal  phase  of  the  question,  he 
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had  to  acknowledge  at  once  that  in  the 
tone  of  the  speech  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary they  had  to  note  that  it  did  not 
shut  the  gate  of  mercy  with  a  clang. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  ^m- 
pathetically,  and  he  believed  in  his  heart 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
translate  his  own  wish  into  political 
action,  he  would  release  these  four  or 
five  men  to-morrow.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  hod  been  fair  enoi^h  to 
acknowledge  that  there  was  practical 
tmanimity  of  sentiment  in  Lreland  on 
this  question,  and  yet,  in  the  facte  of 
arguments  which  woxUd  be  overwhelining 
with  any  other  Government  in  Europe, 
he,  representing  the  strongest  Ministry 
for  the  last  20  years,  preferred  to  follow 
the  hard-hearted  example  of  his  prede- 
cessors in  office  rather  than  the  example 
of  the  Governments  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  who  had  shown  that  th^ 
could  extend  mercy  to  their  political 
opponents.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  that  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
conviction  of  these  prisoners  was 
brought  about  by  fair  means.  That 
would  have  been  said  a  few  years  hence 
by  some  other  Home  Secretary  if  the 
man  Bell  or  Ivory  had  not  been  fortu- 
nate enough  to  have  at  his  disposal  I^al 
advisers,  who  insisted  on  the  production 
in  Court  of  the  conspirators  of  the  Secret 
Service.  The  Government  rather  than 
produce  these  agents  provocateurs^  with- 
drew the  chaige  and  released  BeU.  The 
Home  Secretary  had  confidence  in  hit 
police,  and  declared  that  had  it  not  been 
for  the  vigilance  of  the  officers,  some 
great  disaster  would  have  occurred  in 
September  last ;  but  the  chief  plotters 
were  arrested  by  a  friendly  Government, 
between  whom  and  England  an  Elxtradi- 
tion  Treaty  existed.  That  Government 
expressed  its  willingness  to  surrender 
those  chief  plotters,  but  the  English 
Government  said  they  did  not  want  their 
extradition^  

Sm  MAITHBW  WHITE  RIDLET:  I 
really  must  contradict  the  hon.  Member. 
There  was  no  means  of  getting  these 
men  extradited  under  the  law. 

Mr.  DAVITT:  Did  the  Government 
make  a  demand  for  their  extradition? 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY: 
Certainly  they  made  a  demand ;  but, 
finding  on  closer  examination  that  the 
offence  was  not  within  the  Treaty,  th^ 
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admitted  that  they  had  no  r^ht  to  press 
tbe  demand. 

Mb.  DATITT:  Why,  then,  did  not  the 
GoTenunent  accede  to  the  request  of 
Bell  and  consent  to  produce  Utese  wit- 
nesses at  the  Old  Bailey  this  morning  t 

Sm  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I 
know  nothing  about  what  happened  this 
iDoming  at  the  Old  Bailey.  I  am  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  the  trial,  but 
I  am  certain  that  there  was  no  refusal  to 
produce  the  evidence  of  any  witness  that 
was  forthcoming  on  behalf  of  the 
Government. 

Mb.  DAVITT  :  Then  it  ia  a  pity  that 
the  Solicitor  General,  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  cascj  did  not  remain  in  the  House 
to  explain  what  has  been  done. 
•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
whole  of  this  discussion  on  the  case 
of  Bell  ia  fore^  to  the  question 
before  the  House.  An  hon.  Mem- 
ber referred  to  the  case  of  B^,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  arguing  the 
merits  of  the  case,  but  merely  as  an  illus- 
tration. To  that  there  was  no  objection, 
tiadj  the  matter  havii^  been  referred  to, 
the  Borne  Secretary  tlwug^t  it  right  to 
give  an  explanation  of  what  was  stated 
bf  that  hon.  Member.  The  question  of 
the  prosecution  of  this  man  has  really 
nothing  to  do  wiUi  the  question  before 
the  House. 

Mb.  DAVIl^  said  he  would  not  pursue 
the  subject  further.  This  demaiul  was 
based  on  two  grounds,  rather  on  the 
ground  of  humanity  than  any  other. 
These  men  had  been  in  penal  servitude 
for  thirteen  years.  That  meant  that  if 
th^  had  been  sentenced  to  17  years 
thqr  would  now  be  entitled  to  their 
HbfT^.  Was  there  a  single  Government 
in  Europe  to-day,  either  the  Government 
of  Huaaia  or  even  the  Government  of 
Turkey,  that  had  in  the  custody  of  its 
prison  officials  a  single  political  foe  who 
had  been  in  prison  during  the  last  13 
or  14  yeoTsI  Even  the  Sultan  of  Tiu*key 
compared  favourably  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  England  in  the  matter  of  his 
treatmoit  of  political  prisoners.  He 
hoped  that  aHee  the  discossiott  that  had 
taken  place  the  Government  would  see 
fit  to  reconsider  their  decision  before 
hn^.  This  was  going  to  be  a  memor- 
able year  in  the  history  of  the  country. 

VOL.  XLY.  [rouBTH  sibos.] 


and  was  the  Government  going  to  permit 
this  auspicious  year  to  go  by  without 
showing  the  world  that  it  was  strong 
enough  and  generous  enough  and  just 
enou^  to  liberate  the  last  Irish 
prisoners  1 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.) 
said  he  wished  to  submit  one  point  ordy 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
based  hia  action,  as  had  bis  predecessor, 
entirely  on  medical  reports.  Had  it  not 
occurred  to  the  right  hoiu  Gentleman 
that  in  view  of  ascertained  and  notorious 
facts,  he  ought  not  to  place  entire  reli- 
ance upon  those  reports.  In  the  cases 
of  Gallagher  and  Whitehead,  flourishing 
reports  came  to  the  Home  Secretary  as 
to  their  condition  up  to  within  a  short 
time  of  their  release,  but  no  sooner  were 
they  released  than  it  was  found  that 
they  were  stark,  staring  lunatics,  and 
both,  he  believed,  were  now  inmates  of 
lunatic  asylums.  What  sent  them  madi 
W^as  it  their  restoration  to  their  friends! 
Was  it  not  plain  that  it  must  have  been 
the  long  and  cvuel  ill-treatment  and  the 
indignities  and  har^lhips  to  which  they 
were  subjected  in  prison?  His  point 
was  that  the  prison  medical  reports  were 
;  not  reliable.  These  two  cases  proved  it, 
and  that  being  so,  he  appealed  to  the 
Home  Secretary  not  to  base  his  action 
on  the  official  reports  of  the  prison 
doctors.  Their  views  in  those  matters 
were  apt  to  be  hardened  and  severe  by 
their  long  connection  with  convicts,  and 
with  men  who  more  or  less  affected 
from  time  to  time  to  be  in  a  worse  mental 
and  physical  condition  than  they  were. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid.)  said 
that  he  would  only  delay  the  House  for 
a  few  moments  with  reference  to  the 
cases  of  these  unfortunate  men.  It  oc- 
curred to  him  as  being  a  very  important 
fact  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  should  take  into  his 
serious  consideration  that  insanity  came 
on  by  degrees,  and  was  not  at  once  per^ 
ceptible  by  those  in  whose  custody  the 
prisoners  were.  There  was  evidentiy  no 
malingering  in  the  case  of  the  unfortu- 
nate man  Whitehead,  who  when  restored 
to  his  frioids  had  escaped  from  them, 
and  was  found  wandering  about  in  the 
city -of  Corkf  and  who  was  now  in  a 
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lunatic  asylum.  He  had  onlf  interrened 
in  the  Debate  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
phaeising  the  medical  point  to  which  he 
had  referred,  and  in  the  hope  that  justice 
would  be  done  and  that  the  men  would 
be  released. 


Question  putt  **  Thab  those  words  be 

there  added. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  132 ; 
Noes,  204.— (DiTision  list,  No.  2—. 
appended) — 


Abnham,  WiUiam  (Cork,  K.E.) 
AcUniLBt.  Hon.  A.  H.  Dyke 
Allan,  William  (Oateohead) 
An^jnK,  Botmrt  (Mayo,  W.) 
Austin,  If.  (Umsrick,  W.) 
Barlow,  36iax  Emmott 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayky,  Thomas  (Derbyalure] 
Beannumt,  Wentworth  C.  E 
Birrell,  Augtutina 
Blake,  Edward 
Brigg,  John 
BrwidharBt,  Henry 
Bama,  Johu 
Bart*  Thomai 
Caldwell,  Jamea 
Cammm,  SoImtI 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Cawlej,  Vkederick 
Clancy,  John  Joanih  . 
Clark,  Sr.  O.  B.  (GaitiuueB-sh.} 
CoUe^,  Bernard 
ColTille,  John 
Commina,  Andrew 
Condon,  Thomas  Joae^ 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Daly,  James 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Daviss,  W.  Rees-  (Pembrokeab.) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charlea 
Dnion,  Jdm 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan^P.C. 
Donj^ty,  George 
Dnnn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 
Ellia.  Tbos.  Edw.  (MerionetW) 
Engladow,  Charles  John 
Emiuide,  Sir  Thomas 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Oavan,  W.) 
Ffrendu  Peter 
Field,  WiUiamJDiiblin) 
Flynn,  James 


AYES. 

Oihncy,  Jamee 
Ooddud,  Daniel  Ford 
Baldane,  Richard  Borden 
Hammond,  John  (Cailow) 
Harringtcm,  Timothy 
Harrison,  Charles 
Hayne,  Et.  Hon.  Charlea  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Weiford) 
HealT,  Timotiby  M.  (N.  Loath] 
Hedderwick,  ITaomas  Chas.  H. 
Hemphill,  Kt.  Hon.  C 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Hutton,  Alfred  ¥..  (Morley) 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jonee,  William  (Camarvonsh.) 
Kearlmr,  Hndscm.  E. 
Silhrida,  Denia 
EttacHt,  Sir  James 
lumber  t,  George 
Langley,  Batty 

LawBon^SirWilfrid(Camb1and.) 
Ijeeaa,S^  Joseph  F.(Accrington) 
Lenf ,  Kr  Jolm 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  WiUiam 
Lough,  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Uacaleeae,  I^miel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Cartiir,  Jnatin 
M<Donn^Dr.H.A.  (Qneen'aa) 
M'Ohee,  Richard 
M'Hogh,  Patrick  A  (Leitlim} 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Haden,  John  Henr^ 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thmrpe 
Maaaey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Wbitechapel) 
Mundella,Rt.Hn.  Anthony  Johil 
Uomaghan,  George 


O'Brien,  Jamea  F.  X.  (Coik) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Ivomury) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Ldvarpool) 
0*Eeeffe,  Francis  Arthur 
O'Eelly.  James 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Paalton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (NorthnmU) 
Pease,  Sir  Jose^  W.  (Dorham) 
Pine,  Captain  Duncan  Vcnua 
Power,  Patrick  Joaegh 
Reckitt,  Harold  Jamea 
Reid,  Sir  Bobert  T. 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Boberts,  John  H.  (Denbiriu.) 
Roche,  Hon.  Jamea  (East  EcRy] 
Roche,  John  (Ekat  Oalwajr) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stoektan-on-Tsai) 
Schwann,  CharlaaSi. 
Sheehy,  David 
Smith,  Samael  (Slbit) 
Stevenson,  FrandiB  S. 
SoUivan,  Dooal  (Weatmeath^ 
SoUivan,  T.  D.  (Done«al,  W.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (aia^)igan,E. 
Tuite,  Jamea 
Tolly,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Warner,  Thomaa  Ooortenay  T. 
Wayman,  Thomas 
Wedderbam,  Sir  William 
Weir,  Jamea  GhdUnrur 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Fabnw 
Willtama,  John  Carvell  fSotU.) 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.(NorioIk) 
Wilson,  Heniy  J.  (York,  Wi) 
Wilson,  JohnjGovan) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlsalmii^ 
Yonng,  Sanmat 

TsLUua  rem.  thb  Ans,  Hr. 
Patrick  O'Briea  and  Dr. 
leaner. 


Adand-Hood;  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Airdf  JoliD 
Amd,  Sir  William 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Aaqoitii,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  Heny. 
Atkinstoi,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
BsdanrFoweU,  Sir  Gee.  tSmfih 
BaiUv,  James  (Watwortl^ 
Bair^  John  George  AleMtafler 
Balcaxres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
BaUour,Bt  Hon.  A.  J.  (ManehV) 

Dr,  Tanner,- 


NOES. 

Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  A.  H.  Smith-  (Hunts.) 
Barn-,  Francis  Treea  (Windsor) 
Beach.Rt-Hn.  Sir  M.H.  (Bristol) 
Beach. W.W.  Bramston  (Hants.) 
BiddtUph,  Micba^ 
Bill,  Charlea 
Bhmdsll,  Colonel  ^iry 
BoUtho^  Tbomaa  Bedford 
Boscawen,  Arthor  Griffith- 
Bowle8,T.  Gib8on(Ehig'8  lomn) 
Btaasej,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Bt  Hon.  St  Jdtux 


Brookfleld,  A  Montagu 
Bryce,  Bi^t  Hon.  Jamas 
Buchanan,  Thomaa  Bybum 
Campbell,  Jamee  A. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanca) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  H<m.  J.  (Kr.) 

CochranK,  don.  Thoa.     A  S- 
Cc^hill,  Douf  las  Harry 
Coning^  Rt  H<m.  Jeaae 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds.) 
Cooke,  a  W.  Badc^&^Hmrd) 
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Crip^  Charles  Alfred 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Hentr 
CanoB,  Tisconnt  (BnckB) 
Dtlrymple,  Sir  Chaxlw 

Jhae,  lUchard  M. 
Dariing,  Charles  John 
Dannport,  W.  Bromley- 
Deaay,  Colonel 

Digby,  John  E.  D.  Wingfield- 
Ddq^ab,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Aken- 
Dnge,  Geoffrey 
Duncomhe,  Hon.  Huliert  V. 
^erton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
wdell,  Thomaa  George 
Faiqnharson,  Dr.  Bobert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergoaon,  R.  C.  Monro  (Leith) 
FeigQnoD,Rt.  HnBir  J.^Hsnc'r) 
flaU,  Admiral  {Eartbonroe) 
FiaMen,  Thomas 
Vialaj,  Sir  Robert  Bannat}-ne 
Fidier,  ^TiUiam  Hajrea 
FiBoo,  Frederick  William 
FUmieiT,  Forteflcae 
Foater,  CoU»el  (Umcaiter) 
FoMw,  Beitv  8.  (Snffolk} 
GallowaT,  William  Johnson 
Gatfit,  William 
GoUairorthy,  Major-General 
(fordgo,  John  Edward 
Qont,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Qmchen,  George  J.  (Soawx) 
Qoolding,  Edward  Alfred 
(iraham,  Hen^  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (Weat  Ham) 
Gnen,  Walf^d  D.tWdnesbary] 
GreriUe,  Captain 
Gun,  Sir  Ouneron 
Hall,  Sir  Cbarlee 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbory,  RUHon.  Robert  Wm. 
Uanout,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWilliam 
Hardy,  laoxenoe 
HaiB,  Thomaa  Leigh 
Heaton,  John  Henniter 
Helder,  Augostua 
Hetmon- Hodge,  Robert  Trotter 
inil,Rt.Hn.Lord  Arthur(Down; 
Boare^w.  Brodie(HamTistead| 
Udbad,  Hon.  Lioiwl  Ba!teigh|' 
UopUnson,  Alfred 
Houston,  B.F. 
Howard,  Joseph 
HoweU,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hudson,  George  Bickuvtetb 
Hntton,  John  (Yorks,  >i  Jt.) 

AOBICTLTUBl  IS  ntBLAND. 

Mb.-  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) 
moved,  as  an  Amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress, to  add  at  the  end — 

"And  humbly  to  represent  to  your  Majesty 
that  the  great  fall  in  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce,  combined  with  the  diaastrous  charac- 
ter of  the  last  aeaaou,  ha»  rendered  it  impos- 
■bfe  lor  fanncn  in  Irdand  to  pay  their  present 
rents  without  deroiving  themselves  of  the  capi- 
tal essential  to  tne  cultivation  of  thdr  farms ; 
that  the  Land  Act  of  last  year  has  failed  to 
Provide  any  effective  remedy  for  this  condition 
of  thinga,  nine-tenths  of  the  Irish  tenantry 
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Isaacson,  Roderick  Wootton 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessell,  Captain  Herbert  Msrtos 
Jidinston,  William  OeUast) 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Eennaway,  Kt.Hon.  Sir  J<dm  H. 
Kenny,  William 
Kenyon,  Jamea 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafbne,  Alfred 

Lawrence,  Wm.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks  ) 
Leightou,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset^ 
Llewelyn,  SirDillw}'n(Swansea' 
LodOT,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long3t.Hn.Walter(Uvarpoo]) 
Lome,  Man|ues8  of 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucss^hadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclean,  James  Mackenne 
Maclore,  John  William 
M' Arthur,  William 
M'Itot,  Sir  Lewis 
M'KiUop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
MeUor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Meysey-Thompaon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Miiamay,  Ij^bocis  Bingham 
MiltMi,  Viaconnt 
Milwaril,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Ciiarle-«  James 
Moon,  Edward  Bobert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Morley,  Rt.Un.  John  (Montrose) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Murray,Rt.Hn.A.Graham(BQtoJ 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventtr) 
Murray,  Col.  Wj-ndham  (Bath) 
M^OTS,  William  Henry 
Kicol,  Donald  Xinian 
Farkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Arthur  (Darlington) 
Fierpoint,  Robert 
PUtt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryee^ones,  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Quilter,  WiUiara  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  James 


Baach,  Major  Fredmc  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Thomaa 
Ridley,RtHon  Jtir  Matthew  W. 
Bitchie,Rt.  Hon.  Cbas.Thomloa 
Russell  Col.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham) 
Rutherfoid,  John 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limbhonse) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  WiUiam  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charies  Edward(Stuttord} 
Smith,  Abel  (Herts) 
Smith,  Abd  H.  (ChriBt^'hurch) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Km  eat 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  ^Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggait 
Stone,  Sir  John  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedle^ 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Francis 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomaa,David  Alfred(Merthyr) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
IVitton,  Charles  Ernest 
Uabome,  Thomas 
'Vincent,Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Wanklyn,  James  Lealie 
WarkwOTth,  Lord 
Warr,  Augustas  Frederick 
Webster,£B  R.E.(Isle  of  Wight) 
Welby,  Lt.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockpcwt) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
WiUiam8,JoeephPoweIl-(Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
WUlox,  John  Archibald 
Wihjon,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh.  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wodehouse,  Edmond  R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Guetav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H, 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerbnrgh,  Robert  Annrtrong 
Younger,  William 

TiLLBBS  FOR  THE  KoBS,  Sir 

William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
AnabuUitf. 


being  debarred  from  obtaining  any  present 
relief  under  its  provisions ;  that  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  7th  section  of  the  Act  of  1887  and 
other  exclunons,  large  bodies  of  tenant-farmers 
are  debarred  from  all  benefit  undw  the  lAnd 
Act^;  and  that  a  state  of  extreme  distress  pre- 
vsdls  in  several  districts  in  Ireland ;  and 
humbly  to  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  the 
condition  of  the  agricultural  population  in  Ire- 
land demands  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
Government  with  a  view  to  comprehensive 
measures  of  relief." 

He  said  that,  before  dealii^  with  the  aub- 
ject  of  his  Amendment,  he  desired  to  say 
a  few  words  in  respect  to  the  general 
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character  of  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  particularly  as  it  referred  to  Ire- 
land. In  the  late  autumn  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  made  a  speech  in 
Tyrone,  in  which  he  said  that  now,  when 
Ireland  was  comparatively  quiet  and 
peaceable,  when  Irish  Nationalists  were 
tffoken  up  into  warring  factions^  there 
waa  &  chance  of  settling  many  questions 
without  trouble  and  killing  Home  Rule, 
not  with  kindness,  but  with  justice.  In 
View  of  that  speech  it  was  natural  that 
they  should  look  to  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  for  some  comprehensive  pro- 
gramme calculated  to  kill  Home  Rule 
.  with  justice.  They  foxmd  but  one  refers 
ence  to  Ireland  in  the  whole  course  of 
that  Speech,  and  that  reference  only 
amounted  to  a  promise  to  set  up  one 
more  Castle  Board.  He  did  not  mtend 
to  criticiBe,  favourably  or  unfevourftbly, 
the  project  for  the  institution  of  a  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  Ireland — it  might  be 
that  they  would  be  in  a  position  to  sup- 
port the  plan  of  the  Government  when 
it  was  revealt-d  to  them— but  he  con- 
fidently declared  that  to  offer  Ireland, 
which  was  already  overridden  with  Gov- 
ernmmt  Boards,  another  Board  was  like 
offerii^  people  who  were  clamouring  for 
bread  a  stone.  He  believed  that  the 
Speech  would  cause  the  bitterest  disap- 
pointment throughout  Ireland.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  He  was  grateful  to  the  Leader 
of  the  House  for  offering  a  day  for  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  of  the  financial 
relations  between  the  two  countries.  The 
opportunity  thus  afforded  would,  no 
doubt,  be  a  more  favourable  and  suitable 
one  for  the  discussion  of  the  subject  than 
the  Debate  on  the  Address,  for  one 
reason,  if  for  no  other,  and  that  was  that 
it  had  beeUf  and  would  be,  the  desire  of 
himself  and  his  collei^es  to  keep  the 
question  apart  from  party  politics,  to 
keep  it  as  a  platform  upon  which  all  sec- 
tions of  the  Irish  representation  could 
agree  and  fight  shoulder  to  shoulder. 
\Gheer$.'\  In  view  of  the  extraordinary 
change  in  the  state  of  Irish  public  life  lie 
would  gladly  have  left  the  agrarian  ques- 
tion to  sleep  for  the  present,  if  that 
were  possible,  and  nothing  but  a  deep 
sense  of  the  absolute  necessities  of  the 
case  and  of  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  con- 
stituents would  induce  him  to  raise  the 
question  now.  No  Iridi  Member  would 
deny  that  there  existed  in  Ireland 
a  most  widespread  feeling  of  alarm 

3fr^  John  Dilhn. 


in  regard  to  the  agrarian  situation. 
Before  he  turned  to  the  condition  of 
the  agricultural  population  generally  and 
to  what  had  been  the  effect  of  the  recent 
Land  Act,  he  wished  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  two  special  aspects 
of  the  question.  One  of  clauses  of 
the  Land  Act  of  lost  year,  assented  to 
by  both  Houses  without  opposition,  was 
passed  with  the  object  of  promoting  the 
reinstatement  of  the  evicted  tenants.  The 
Irish  landlords  supported  the  clause;  it 
was  passed  by  a  Unionist  Government; 
and  it  was  evident  that,  apart  from  cer- 
tain points  of  controversy,  men  generally 
were  of  opinion  that  it  was  well  that 
the  trouble  should  be  got  rid  of,  in  the 
interests  of  peace  and  orJer.  In  view 
of  those  facts,  ke,  for  one,  had  hoped 
that  the  evicted  tenants  would  be  dealt 
with  in  a  way  to  bring  a  subject  of  Intter 
contention  to  an  end.  The  Nationalists 
did  all  they  could  to  facilitate  the  work- 
ing of  the  clause.  Boards  of  Guardians 
also  in  the  districts  where  evicted  tenants 
existed  joined  in  the  effort,  and  they  ap- 
pointed Conciliation  Committees  with  a 
view  to  bring  the  landlords  and  tenants 
together  in  order  to  facilitate  a  settle- 
ment. But  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  all 
those  efforts  had  been  almost  a  total 
failure,  and  they  had  foiled  because  the 
consent  of  the  very  landlords  who  had 
treated  their  tenants  unreasonably  in 
the  past,  and  who  had  been  the  canse 
of  the  trouble,  was  required  to  make  the 
clause  operative  ;  whereas  other  Irish  land- 
lords who  had  no  evicted  tenants  were 
ready  and  anxious  to  do  all  they  could 
to  bring  about  peace.  Hence  the  pro- 
blem still  remained  unsolved,  and  the 
Irish  people  deeply  regretted  it,  for  they 
had  great  sympathy  with  the  evicted 
tenants.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  The  other 
special  aspect  of  the  agrarian  question 
to  which  he  referred  was  the  condition 
of  the  unfortunate  people  in  the  con- 
gested districts  in  the  west  of  Ireland. 
In  speaking  on  this  matter  in  that 
House  he  felt  as  one  crying  in  the  wilder- 
ness. For  12  successive  years,  in  Ses- 
sion after  Session,  he  had  drawn  the  at- 
tention of  Parliament  to  the  evils  under 
which  the  poor  people  in  those  districts 
suffered,  and  although  he  granted  thit 
some  progress  had  been  made  to  remedy 
them,  yet  the  steps  hitherto  taken  to 
do  so  had  been  of  a  very  partial  and 
ineffective  character.     Every  year,  w 
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mrely  as  vinter  followed  summer,  dire 
dutrew  afllicted  the  people,  and  during 
the  last  100  years  ho  six  aucceesive  years 
bad  passed  without  the  fell  hand  of 
Famine  falling  upon  them.  It  would 
hardly  be  possible  to  exa^erate  the  ex- 
tent of  demoralisation  caused  in  the  con- 
gested districts  by  the  suffering  that  had 
been  undergone,  and  by  the  injudicious 
and  wasteful  expenditure  of  public  money 
for  the  relief  of  distress.  Any  man  who 
had  studied  the  matter  would  be  forced 
to  agree  that  if  only  one-tlurd  of  tlus 
money  had  been  laid  out  30,  40,  50,  or 
60  years  ago  on  some  weU-considered 
scheme  of  re-arranging  or  re-planting 
the  people,  as  it  were,  or,  in  other  words, 
of  jdacin^  them  iu  a  position  in  which 
&ey  could  keep  themselves  and  thus  be- 
come a  self-supporting  population,  this 
bmiue  evil  might  have  been  successfully 
combated.  It  was  not  to  the  credit  of 
England  that  the  evil  should  be  allowed 
to  continue  year  after  year^ — ^that  no 
really  earnest  and  practical  effort  should 
be  made  hy  GoTemment  to  deal  with  it. 
He  mi(^  be  told  that  a  Congested  Dia> 
tricts  Board  had  been  formed  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  He  admitted  that  the 
Board  attempted  to  grapple  with  the 
proUem,  and  had  done  some  good.  It 
bad,  at  all  events,  recognised  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  deal  with 
the  evil.  He  was  glad  to  say  the  Con- 
gestet*.  Districts  Board  was  not  a  Castle 
Board,  and  had  some  power  of  indepen- 
dent action.  It  was  not  until  recently, 
however,  that  any  Nationalist  was  al- 
lowed a  seat  on  the  Board — 

Tax  FIRST  LORD  oj  thh  TREA- 
SURY: There  have  always  been  Na- 
tionalists on  the  Board. 

Me.  DILLON  said  he  would  not  go 
into  the  point  then,  but  be  believed  the 
Nationalists  on  the  Board  were  only 
there  on  recent  appointments.  His  point 
then,  however,  was,  that  from  an  early 
stage  the  Board  rect^ised  the  true  root 
of  the  difficulty  in  tlie  congested  dis- 
tricts. They  had  placed  on  record  their 
conviction  that  until  they  had  the  power 
and  means  of  enlarging  the  holdings  of 
the  people  they  could  not  possibly  hope 
to  apply  an  effective  remedy  to  the  evil 
which  devastated  the  west  of  Ireland. 
They  had  further  stated  that  there  was 
ample  land  almost  close  to  the  dooi:s  of 
the  people  which  might  afford  them  and 
thdr  families  a  decent  living,  aud  to 


which  they  might  be  transferred.  This 
distressing  condition  of  things  in  the 
congested  districts  had  gone  on  for  years 
in  pretty  much  the  same  way,  although 
every  year  the  attention  of  Parliament 
had  been  drawn  to  it.  And  before  long 
the  painful  wail  of  those  poor  people 
woxdd  be  again  heard  appealing  for  as- 
sistance. More  puUic  money  would  th^i 
have  to  be  sent  promptly  to  their  re- 
lief, because  the  Gioverumeut  could  not 
allow  starvation  to  exist  in  Ireland.  Ac- 
cording to  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived from  many  districts  in  the  wesS 
of  Ireland  the  iiihalutants  were  now 
again  almost  at  the  last  extremity,  and 
such  was  the  distress  that  even  if  tho 
landlords  did  not  press  for  their  rents 
the  population  would  sooa  be  thrown  on 
public  charity  for  support.  There  was  no 
greater  or  more  lasting  disaster  to  a  popu- 
lation than  to  be  thrown  periodically  on 
public  relief  to  meet  their  necessities, 
and  he  confessed,  knowing  these  people 
as  he  did,  it  had  be^  a  matter  of  wonder 
to  him  to  find  that  there  was  so  much 
industry,  so  much  spirit  of  independaice, 
so  much  desire  for  honest  work,  and  so 
much  self-respect  left  among  these  unfor- 
tunate people  as  did  undoubtedly  exist. 
These  poor  people  had  been  accused 
sometimes  of  laziness  and  idleness,  but 
he  represented  a  body  of  men  who  but 
for  the  persistent  industry  and  the 
bravery  which  induced  them  to  face  the 
terrible  hardships  of  agricultural  and 
casual  labourers  in  this  country  would 
be  entirely  unable  to  make  a  livii^'at 
all.  He  appealed  to  the  Govenuueivt 
with  regard  to  this  special  feature  of  tlu 
Irish  ^rarian  question.  They  had  now 
gi-eat  power  and  great  opportunities,  for 
during  their  term  of  office  the  wealth  of 
England  hfui  increased  by  unparalleled 
leaps  and  bounds.  Now,  then,  was  the 
time,  when  Famine  was  stalking  abroad 
in  the  west  of  Ireland,  to  really  face  this 
problem  and  to  bring  forward  some  Bill, 
which  might  well  be  perfectly  non-con- 
teutiouB,  and  which  would  enable  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  really  to  set 
their  hand  to  work  and  make  those  con- 
gested districts  no  longer  the  hotbed  and 
breeding- places  of  famine,  but  the  homes 
of  au  independent  and,  in  an  humble  way, 
a  prosperous  peasantry.  He  turned  now 
to  the  larger  quest  ion  .of  the  general  con- 
dition of  Ireland  from  the  agricultural 
point  of  view.    In  doing  so  he  waa-  at 
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a  loss  for  arguments  to  use  in  support 
of  the  proposition  that  a  remedji  and  a 
Veiy  far-reaching  and  comprehensive 
remedy,  vaa  required.  And  why  was  he 
at  a  loss?  Because  there  was  no  state- 
ment on  the  other  side.  He  hod  watched 
carefully  throughout  the  autumn  and 
winter  the  course  of  public  opinion  in 
Irehind,  and  he  was  not  able,  during  the 
last  six  months,  to  point  to  a  single  case 
where  at  a  public  meeting  resolutions 
were  passed  declaring  that  the  agrarian 
question  was  at  all,  or  even  temporarily, 
in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Nor  did  he 
know  of  a  single  newspaper — except  one 
or  two  which  were  Tioleintly  opposed  *to 
all  agrarian  legislation — which  did  not 
take  the  view  that  something  must  be 
done,  and  thot  something  without  delay. 
A  great  many  public  meetings  had  been 
held  during  the  last  winter,  and  those 
meetings,  without  exception,  had  passed 
strong  resolutions  demanding  some  mea- 
sure which  would  give  to  the  tenants 
an  opportunity  of  getting  their  rents  re- 
duced or  revised.  They  did  so  on  the 
ground — a  ground  that  appeared  to  him 
unanswerable — that  the  fall  in  agricul- 
tural prices  had  been  so  great  during  the 
last  10  years,  continuing  down  to  ^  the 
present  year,  that  actually  the  tenants 
who  had  been  to  the  Courts  were  in  a 
very  much  worse  condition  as  regarded 
paying  their  rents  than  they  were  before 
the  Act  of  1881  was  passed,  and  that  re- 
ductions which  had  been  made  had  not 
been  nearly  proportionate  to  the  loss  in- 
curred by  the  tenant-farmers  through 
the  fall  in  the  value  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce. These  resolutions  were  passed  at 
meetii^  of  Unionist  farmers — meetings 
with  which  the  Nationalists  had  no  part 
whatever  in  the  orgwisation — as  well  as 
at  mixed  meetings  of  Nationalist  and 
Unionist  farmers.  He  would  not  weary 
the  House  by  reading  all  these  resolu- 
tions, but  he  would  take  one  passed  at 
a  meeting  of  tenant  farmers  on  the  I9th 
of  November  last  in  the  County  Down. 
This  resolution  declared — 

"tlittt  tlie  recent  increattes  by  tlie  Chief  Com- 
niiatduDer  were  grossly  nnjuHt,  and  that  the 
rents  as  fixed  b«ore  were  abeady  too  high;" 
and  further  declaring — 
"  that  the  downfall  in  agricultural  prices  was ' 
so  gnat  tbat  it  wax  absolutely  iitipusidble  for 
(bem  to  continue  paying  their  present  rents." 

He  turned  for  a  moment  to  an  important 
declaration  made  by  a  Member  of  the 
Cloverninent,  the  hon.  Member  fur  South 
Tyr«j«e.  in  Ireland  in  Oclolwr  hint.  He 
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combated  the  view  "  held  hj  serenl 
Irish  landlords"  that  "this  deinswHi 
does  not  affect  Ireland  so  seriooely  as 
elsewhere,"  and  proceeded  to  quote  the 
fall  which  had  taken  place  in  several 
articles  of  (^cultural  produce.  He  then 
said : 

"  The  fanner  may  improve  his  metliadi  or 
he  may  strike  out  new  lines  for  >iiin«<^ilf,  but 
I  am  sure  of  one  thin^  as  I  am  of  the  niuet 
this  evening,  and  it  u  my  opinion  that  be 
ought  to  face  the  atoation.  Up  to  the  pn- 
sent,  when  preased  by  bard  times,  tiie  fanner 
has  struck  at  rent,  uid  it  is  (sir  and  resioi- 
able  for  him  to  do  so,  as  the  partner*  ia  the 
soil  should  each  bear  bis  share  of  the  loo. 
But  we  have  reached  a  tame  when  aiqr  fortlier 
abatement  in  tiie  rent  will  not  snffioa." 

That  was  the  opinon  of  the  Member  for 
South  Tyrone.  He  held  that  the  condi- 
tion was  so  deeperate  that  no  more  abate- 
ment of  rent  would  suffice.  If  no  more 
abatement  of  rent  would  suffice,  a  for- 
tivri  they  ought  to  have  an  abatement  of 
rent,  for  if  the  condition  was  desperate 
with  an  abatem^t,  how  much  more 
desperate  would  it  be  if  there  were  no 
abatement  1  He  must  say  that  the  picture 
drawn  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
T}Tone  WIS  no  eTa^;;geration.  That  was 
the  condition  of  things  they  hiul  to  face. 
He  wished  that  the  present  condition  of 
politics  in  Ireland  was  so  far  developed 
that  the  Irish  landlords  and  the  Unionists 
would  at  last  come  to  see  wherein,  in  his 
judgment,  lay  their  true  interest,  and  how 
they  could  best  provide  for  a  future 
which  some  of  them  were  beginning  to 
think  was  not  very  safe  in  the  hands  of 
that  House.  If  they  would,  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  deal  generously,  eveo 
justly,  with  their  tenantry — meet  them 
fairly,  and  say  they  were  prepared  to 
make  every  concession  that  circumstances 
would  admit — then  they  might  cany  oa 
together,  united  in  the  union  which  now 
existed — their  movement  for  the  rescuing 
of  Ireland  from  the  abyss  of  fnanrial 
ruin  and  economic  misery  into  which  ahe 
had  be«i  plunged  by  a  long  course  of 
years  of  unjust  taxation.  Thai,  in  his 
judgment,  the  Lrish  landlords  would  show 
great  wisdom.  If  thej  showed  a  really 
reasonable  spirit  it  would  be  an  easy  task 
to  obliterate  before  very  long  many  of  the 
bitter  events  and  memories  of  the  past 
He  was  sorry  to  say  that  up  to  the 
present  he  did  not  see  any  indications 
to  satisfy  him  that  such  s  determina- 
tion existed  in  the  breasts  of  the  great 
bwly  of  Irish  landlords.  If  he  had  seen 
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Any  evidence  of  that  spirit,  he  certaiuly 
would  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  moving 
this  Amendment,  with  a  hope  that  bj 
quieter  means  of  conciliation  there  would 
be  obtained  such  means  of  relief  as  were 
abttdntely  essential  for  Irish  farmers.  He 
turned  to  the  widest  aspect  of  this  case, 
for  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  extent  of 
the  economic  ruin  that  threatened 
Ireland  had  not  been  fuUj  placed  before 
the  House  and  the  public.  After  all, 
looking  at  the  whole  matter,  there 
was  a  certain  annual  fund  out  of 
which  all  those  classes  who  depend  on 
i^cuUure  in  Ireland  must  draw  their 
means.  These  classes  included,  probably, 
four-fifths  of  the  population  of  Ireland. 
All  these  families  and  people  must  draw 
their  means  out  of  this  one  fund,  and 
there  was  a  means  of  making  a  rough 
estimate  of  the  rise  and  (all  in  this 
common  fund,  out  of  which  all  these 
classes  must  be  supported.  A  statement 
of  the  full  value  of  the  output  of  the 
whole  agricultural  produce  of  Ireland  was 
given  by  Dr.  Grimshaw,  of  the  Statis- 
tical Department,  and,  in  order  to  make 
this  available  for  calculating  the  wealth 
of  the  country,  he  had  abstracted  the 
profits  assumed  by  capital,  and  made 
allowance  for  consumption  by  farmers. 
Hie  total  value  of  the  agricultural  pro* 
duce  of  bvland,  including  stock  and 
crops,  was  on  the  average  in  1855, 
£71,900,000  per  annum.  The  average 
of  the  five  years,  1866  to  1870,  was 
£72,200,000  per  annum,  a  rise  of 
£300,000.  In  the  years  1884  to  1888, 
the  last  years  for  which  the  %ureB  were 
given,  the  amount  had  fallen  to  54 
millions  per  annum,  a  net  loss  of  18 
millions  per  annum  on  a  total 
tarn  of  72  millions.  That  was 
jdown  to  1888,  the  figures  not 
being  made  up  to  a  later  date,  but  there 
was  not  the  slightest  doubt,  and  every- 
body must  admit,  that  the  fall  since 
1888  had  been  very  considerable,  and  he 
did  not  think  he  put  it  too  high  at  an 
additional  five  millions,  which  would 
make  a  total  fall  in  the  agricultural  out- 
put of  Ireland  of  23  millions  on  a  gross 
original  total  of  72  millions.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  "]  This  was  a  frightful  fact  that 
any  Government  should- take  into  con- 
sideration, it  was  a  condition  of  things 
full  of  alarm  and  danger.  How  was  that 
k«  di^ributed  t  Beyond  all  controversy 
it  mainly  fell  upon  the  farmers.  A 
little  over  two  millions  fell  upon  the 


landlord  class,  none  of  it,  or  not  much  of 
it,  on  the  labouring  classes,  though  some 
may  have  suffered  from  loss  of  employ- 
ment.  Wages,  except  in  some  very 
poor  .  districts,  had  not  fallen  in 
Ireland.  Consequently  the  main  portion 
of  the  loss  had  fallen  on  the  farmers. 
Hear,  hear !  "]  No  doubt  this  loss  had 
en  partially  met  by  the  power  which 
small  farmers  had  of  reducing  their  food. 
It  was  a  fact  well  known  in  the  history 
of  Ireland,  and  it  was  one  of  the  main 
reasons  why  small  farmers  had  survived 
periods  of  agricultural  depression  more 
successfully  than  large  farmers,  that 
small  farmers,  when  driven  to  the  wall 
by  adverse  seasons,  economise  in  the 
actual  necessaries  of  life,  reducing  expen> 
diture  on  food,  clothing,  and  other  neces- 
saries of  life.  In -this  way,  he  had  no 
doubt,  a  great  deal  of  this  loss  had  been 
met.  It  was  a  terrible  fact  to  be  faced 
or  explained,  that  this  enormous  loss  had 
to  be  borne  mainly  on  the  shoulders  of 
Irish  farmers,  and  no  adequate  provision 
waa  made  by  law  to  meet  this  state  of 
things.  As  an  illustration,  and  coming 
from  the  general  to  the  particular,  ho 
giivo  the  figures  published  by  Mr. 
Shoehy,  an  intelligent  dairy  farmer  of 
County  Limerick.  He  alluded  to  this 
case  because  it  had  been  supposed  that 
daily  farming  had  not  suffered  so  severely 
horn  the  depression  as  other  forms  of 
agricultural  industry.  The  results  given 
by  Mr.  Sheehy  showed  that  the  total  net 
produce  of  the  latter  from  30  cows, 
during  the  five  years  1877  to  1881,  was 
annually  £1,377.  The  produce  from  the 
same  number  of  cows  in  the  years  1891  to 
1896  averaged  £827,  a  net  loss  of  £500 
a  year,  or  40  per  cent,  on  the  total 
produce.  But  Mr.  Sheehy  said  the  state 
of  things  revealed  last  year  wm  still 
worse.  He  had  sent  miUc  to  the  local 
creamery,  and  though  the  returns  were 
not  made  out  for  the  year,  he  computed 
from  the  dockets  that  the  amount  would 
not  be  more  than  £130,  a  loss  of  50  per 
cent,  from  the  gross  return  in  1881. 
Even  supposing  all  the  tenants  who  had 
had  their  rents  fixed  before  1888  were  now 
to  go  into  the  Courts  and  get  reductions  of 
from  30  to  40  per  cent.,  as  some  tenants 
had,  in  spite  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Land  Courts,  he  held  even  if  that  were 
the  case  that  redactions  would  not  divide 
the  burden  of  loss  fairly  and  equally 
between  the  landlords  and  tenants. 
Inquiry  would  show  that  the  general 
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expert  opinion  was  that  a  general  reduc- 
tion of  30  or  40  per  cent,  would  leave 
the  'tenants  paying  by  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  loss,  and  putting  out  of 
account  the  question  of  tenants'  improve- 
meuts.  He  turned  to  the  Land  Act  of 
last  year.  That  Act  was  introduced  for 
the  alleged  purpose  of  applying  a  remedy. 
It  was  only  right  to  state  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  f^;ricultural  population  in 
Ireland — he  did  hot  know  as  to  this 
country — had  grown  much  worse  than  it 
was  last  year»  from  the  continued  fall  of 
prices  and  an  especially  bad  season.  A 
Dill  was  introduced  last  year  with  the 
object  of  applying  a  remedy  to  this  state 
of  affairs  among  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion, and  to  settle  the  Irish  Land 
Question,  at  least  for  a  time.  He  con- 
fessed he  had  used  strong  language  about 
that  Bill,  and  had  been  found  fault  with 
for  so  doing.  But  Irishmen  were  accus- 
tomed to  use  strong  language,  and  he 
did  not  know  that  he  was  a  greater  sinner 
in  that  respect  than  a  great  number  of 
his  countrymen.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston)  seemed,  by 
his  gesture,  to  question  this  as  a  charac- 
teristic of  Irishmen,  but  even  he  "  in  his 
green  and  salad  days  "  was  not  exempt 
from  it.  [Laughter.]  In  anything  he 
said  last  yeax  about  the  Land  Bill,  re- 
garding it  from  the  point  of  view  as  a 
settlement  of  the  Land  Question,  he  still 
maintained  he  had  said  nothing  too 
strong.  The  Act  had  not  gone  near  to 
settUug  the  Irish  Land  Question. 
Whereas  the  main  point  brought  before 
the  House  last  year,  and  previously 
before  the  Committee  upstairs,  was  that 
there  existed  immediate  and  urgent 
necessity  for  some  relief  in  regard  to 
revision  of  rents,  the  Act  had  given  no 
immediate  relief,  except  to  a  very  small 
section  of  Irish  tenants,  the  great  body 
of  tenants  being  in 'precisely  the  same 
condition  as  they  were  before  the  Act 
passed.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "j  It  was  said 
by  the  Government,  when  they  resisted 
iLo  almost  unanimous  opinion  of 
Irish.  Members,  that  though  they  ad- 
mitted some  present  rents  were  exor- 
bitant, this  was  a  grievance  that  would 
remedy  itself  by  effluxion  of  time. 
He  maintained  that  in  the  cases  of 
thousands  of  formers  this  would  not  be 
remedied  by  the  efflux  of  time,  because 
these  unfortunate  men  would  be  reduced 
to  such  a  condition  of  poverty  by  the 
time  that  the  remetly   was   offered  to 
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them  that  it  would  be  useless  and  illu- 
sory. Their  capital  would  have  all  gone. 
That  House  had  always  delayed  before 
giving  any  relief  to  the  farmers,  and,  as 
a  result,  the  great  mass  of  the  popula- 
tion had  fallen  into  arrears  of  rent,  and 
by  the  operation  of  those  very  arrears 
they  had  'been  debarred  from  partici- 
pating in  the  benefits  of  l^islation. 
Many  thousands  of  the  farmers  who  were 
now  compelled  to  wait  and  to  lie  on  the 
rack  of  extortionate  rents  would  be  un- 
able to  meet  the  hindlords'  demands. 
AiTcars  would  accumulate,  and  when  the 
time  arrived  for  them  to  appeal  to  the 
Land  Courts,  they  would  be  unable  to  do 
so  except  by  permission  of  their  land- 
lords. The  time  of  the  House  would 
inevitably  be  occupied  with  the  cou- 
sideration  of  further  Arreara  Bills,  and 
for  that  it  would  have  to  thank  its  own 
carelessnes^s,  ignorance,  or  jndifference 
to  Irish  interests.  As  to  the  Land  Act 
of  last  year,  he  oould  not  be  contradicted 
when  he  said  that  the  manner  in  whidi 
it  was  passed  throi^h  the  House  was  a 
disgrace  and  scandal.  The  complication 
of  the  Irish  Land  Laws  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  it  had  been  necessary  to  wring 
successive  instalments  from  an  unwilling 
and  ignorant  House,  too  busy  to  attend 
to  Irish  afEairs.  That  the  Act  of  last 
year  teemed  with  com{dicated  legal 
points  was  clear,  and  yet  it  was  rudied 
throt^h  the  House  in  hours  of  the 
night  when  Members  were  overwhdmed 
with  weariness  and  nearly  asleep.  That 
would  not  be  the  r^ht  way  to  do  business 
of  much  less  importance,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances added  one  more  argument 
to  strengthen  the  conviction  of  Ireland 
that  that  House  was  not  the  proper  place 
in  which  to  transact  Iri^  business. 
Ho  admitted  that  there  were  good  points 
in  the  Act  of  last  year,  but  that  measure 
had  not  nearly  settled  the  Land  Ques- 
tion. It  hod  left  out  of  its  purview 
seven-eighths  of  the  tenantry,  who  now 
stood  in  precisely  the  same  position,  sa 
regarded  their  present  immediate 
necessities,  as  they  would  have  been  in 
had  no  such  Bill  been  introduced.  Tbe 
Act  had  not  shortened  the  statutory 
term  ;  it  had  not  completely  settled  the 
question  of  improvements ;  it  had  not 
improved  the  position  of  the  30,000  of 
40,000  tenants  who  were  deprived  of 
their  rights  under  the  Land  Acts  the 
infamous  seventh  clause  of  the  Act  of 
1887,  which  was  t]bruit  down  tiieu* 
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throats  by  the  Government  of  that  day 
as  a  great  boon,  but  which  had  worked 
immeasurable  injury  to  the  Irish  pea- 
aantry  ;  it  had  left  the  question  of  town 
parks  unsettled,  and  it  had  not  dealt 
with  the  enormous  question  of  arrears, 
which  stood  just  where  it  was  before.  A. 
tenant  in  arrears  had  recently  gone  to 
the  agent  of  his  landlOTd,  Lord  Claniir 
earde,  and  paid  two  years'  rent  in  the 
hope  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  go  into 
the  Land  Court.  His  request,  howevur, 
▼as  refused.  A  Bill  shortening  the  judi- 
cial term  and  facilitating  entrance  to  th^! 
Land  Court  would  undoubtedly  confer 
enormous  advantage  on  the  tenants,  and 
to  a  great  extent  mitigate  the  extras 
ordinary  stringency  of  the  present  posi- 
tion. He  "was  not  satisfied  with  the 
ammgements  for  the  administration  of 
the  Act  of  1896,  and  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  list  of  new  Sub-Commis* 
sioners  would  not  give  very  general 
satisfaction.  He  would  give  an  illustrsr 
tion  showing  the  grotesque  absurdities  to 
which  this  series  of  Land  Acts,  passed 
without  due  consideration,  had  led  in  Ire- 
land. In  Armaghf  about  two  months 
ago,  three  Sub-Commissioners  adjudi- 
cated in  a  series  of  rent  cases  and  made 
la^  reductions.  They  were  second 
term  cases,  and  the  average  reduction 
was  between  30  and  40  per  cent,  on  the 
previous  judicial  rents.  When  appeals 
were  lodged  in  these  cases,  two  Court 
valuers  were  sent  down  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  farms.  One  of  these 
TfUuers,  a  Sub-Commissioner  himself, 
agreed  in  his  valuation  with  the  three 
Sub-Commissioners,  but  the  other  Court 
iraluer  fixed  the  value  of  the  farms  nt 
about  20  per  cent,  more  than  the  esti- 
mate of  his  colleague.  What  was  the 
result  I  The  Court  of  Appeal  raised  the 
renta  by  about  10  per  cent. ;  so  four 
gentlemen  of  equal  standing,  who  haJ 
examined  the  farms  and  t^preed  upon  a 
fair  rent,  were  overruled  by  one  man 
vho  had  no  greater  qualiBcations  than 
they  had.  Such  were  the  results  of  the 
system  of  appeals  in  Ireland,  He  trusted 
that  in  the  Queen's  Speech  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  said  their  last  word  as  t'> 
what  was  going  to  be  done  for  the  agi-i- 
ciiltiu^l  population  of  Ireland.  He 
claimed  to  speak  in  thia  matter,  not  only 
for  Nationalists,  but  also  for  the  Unionist 
farmers  of  the  North  of  Irehmd,  who,  he 
hoped,  Vould  watch  closely  the  languago 
and  votes  of  their  representatives  in  Par- 


liament. He  begged  to  move  the  Amend" 
ment  standing  in  his  name. 

Mb.  JAMES  DALY  (Monaghan  S.) 
seconded  the  Amendment,  and  expressed 
disappointment  that  so  small  a  portion 
of  the  Queen's  Speech  had  been  devoted 
to  Irdand.  A  Board  of  Agriculture  was 
to  be  constituted ;  and  he  was  struck 
with  the  fact  that  last  year  the  Land  Act 
occupied  the  last  place  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  the  same  position  being  allotted 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  this  year. 
He  supposed  the  Government  imagined 
that  by  dangling  this  kind  of  bribe  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  the  Irish  Membov  it 
would  be  a  sufficient  reason  to  hinder 
him  and  his  hon.  Friends  from  com- 
pelling the  Government  to  do  their  duty 
in  the  same  way  as  last  year  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Land  Act.  He  r^;retted 
to  say  that  the  Land  Act  of  last  year  had 
fallen  far  short  of  the  anticipations  of 
the  Irish  farmers ;  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment thought  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture to  be  set  Up  was  going  to  satisfy 
the  Irish  people  they  made  a.  great  mis- 
take. A  great  nuiny  Boards  already 
existed  in  Ireland,  and  if  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  was  to  be  constituted  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  Board  of  Works  and 
the  Local  Government  Boanl,  then  he 
frankly  told  the  Govemment  that  they 
would  be  better  without  it.  Thd 
question  was  not  so  much  one 
of  Boards  as  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  administered. 
A  short  time  ago  drainage  works  were 
necessary  in  Dundalk,  and  the  town 
offered  to  lend  money  to  the  Guardians 
at  3  per  cent.  But  the  Jjocal  Govern- 
ment Board  would  not  allow  them  to 
accept  that  loan ;  they  were  compelled 
to  come  to  the  ^IVeasury  and  pay  6  per 
cent,  for  the  loan.  -  It  was  notorioiuly 
difficult  for  Irish  Members  to  make  Eng- 
lish Members  understand  Irish  affairs. 
Many  hon.  Gentlemen  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about  Ireland  except  what  they 
read  in  the  newspapers,  and  especially 
in  the  hostile  Press ;  but  on  the  know- 
ledge so  acquired  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  voting  against  Irishmen  in  that 
House.  English  Members  were  accus- 
tomed, for  example,  to  see  all  the  pro* 
duce  grown  in  the  country  consumed  in 
it ;  not  80  Ireland.  Ireland  was  depen- 
dent on  England  to  consume  the  pro* 
duce  grown  in  Ireland.  All  the  produce 
raised  in  Ireland  was  sent  to  England, 
and  it  was  almost  impossible  for  Irish 
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farmers  to  obtain  a  pnce  that  would 
compensate  them  for  their  outlay  and 
labour,  or  make  farming  productive  at 
the  present  time.  The  depression  in 
Irish  [^culture  was  voy  great.  In 
September  kst  year  £250,000  less  of 
cattle  were  exported  from  Ireland 
to  England  than  in  the  previous 
year,  and  this  was  due  to  the 
number  of  cattle  imported  from  Ame- 
rica. Again,  barley  in  Ireland  at 
the  present  time  was  almost  unsale- 
able, and  horses  were  a  drug  in  the 
market.  Turnips  and  potatoes  were 
also  unsaleable,  and  indeed  there  was  not 
an  futicle  of  produce  in  which  the  Irish 
farmer  could  compete  with  the  foreigner. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  see 
their  way  to  consider  in  what  respect 
they  could  benefit  Ireland  by  devoting 
to  its  aid  some  of  the  lai^e  stirplus  which 
would  be  at  their  disposal  shortly;  the 
time  had  come  when  Ireland  deserved 
justice.  She  had  been  long  enough  the 
step-child  of  this  country;  1895  was  a 
bad  year  for  the  Irish  farmer,  but  1896 
was  worse.  The  prices  of  crops  were 
lower  now  than  they  had  been  before,  and 
the  Irish  farmers  were  practically  at  their 
wits*  ends  to  know  how  to  make  ends 
meet.  He  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  not  turn  a  d&af  ear  to  the  appeal 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo. 
Distress  largely  existed  in  the  country, 
and  the  farmers  had  not  been  able  to  pay 
their  shopkeepers'  bills.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  toleration  of  the  shop- 
keepers, many  persons  in  Ireland  would 
be  starving  at  the  present  time. 

The  hon.  Member  was  speaking  at 
half-past  five  o'clock,  when  the  Debate 
stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


BRITISH    SOUTH    AFRICA  COMPANY. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  tor  thb 
COLONIES  (Mr.  Joseph  Chakbeblain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  moved  :  ~ 

"That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  origin  and  circumstances  of 
the  incnrnon  into  the  South  African  Republic 
by  an  armed  force,  aod  into  the  administra* 
tion  of  the  Britiih  South  Africa  Oompai^,  and 
to  lepwt  tlieteon,  and  f  urthw  to  report  what 
altentioni  are  desirable  in  the  government  of 
the  tcxritories  under  the  control  of  tlie 
CoRiMny ; 

"That  the  Committee  have  leave  to  hear 
Counsel  to  such  extent  as  they  shall  see  fit, 
and  have  power  to  send  tas  persnis,  papers, 
and  records; 

Mr.  Jamfs  Daly. 


"That  the  Committee  do  consist  (rf  Mr. 
Attonwy  Oeneral,  Mr.  Bigham,  Ur.  Blake, 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  Sir  Henry  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  Mr.  Secretaiy  Chamberlain,  Hr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Oipps.  Sr 
William  Hart  Dyke,  Mr.  John  Ellis,  Sir 
William  Harcourt,  Mr.  JacksiHi,  Mr.  Labon- 
chere,  Mr.  Wharton,  and  lb.  George 
Wyndlmm ; 

"  Thiit  Seven  be  the  quorum." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  understood 
that  last  Session  an  undaitaking  was 
given  that  when  the  Committee  was 
reappointed  something  would  be  done 
to  meet  the  claim  of  the  Irish  National- 
ists to  have  an  additional  member  on 
the  Committee,  and  he  hoped  to  hear 
that  the  Colonial  Secretary  agreed  in 
that  view.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
Committee  itself;  he  believed  it  would 
be  most  valuable  ;  but  Irish  Nationalists 
had  to  assert  their  right  to  claim  the 
presence  of  an  additional  member  upon 
it.  » 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  suggested 
that  the  point  raised  1^  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  might  be  postponed 
until  they  reached  the  question  of  how 
many  members  the  Committee  should 
consist  of ;  and  in  the  meantime  the 
House  might  a^ee  to  the  first  two  para* 
graphs,  which -simply  set  up  the  Com- 
mittee. 

*Mb.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  sflid 
that  his  objection  was  based  upon  dif- 
ferent grounds.  He  did  not  object  to 
its  composition,  but  to  the  policy  of  the 
reappointment  of  the  Committee  at  alL 
He  thoi^ht  oircumatances  had  very 
much  chuiged  since  last  Session,  and 
that  the  House  may  find  itself  in  the 
most  undignified  pontion  if  it  were  to 
consoit  to  the  reappointment  of  this 
Committee,  and  therefore  he  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would 
consent  to  put  the  Motion  down  for 
some  hour  on  another  day  when  the 
objections  to  the  policy  of  the  reap- 
pointment of  the  Committee  could  be 
fairly  stated. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  so  fu- 
ss he  was  concerned  he  accepted  the 
suggestion  of  the  Colonial  Secretaiy. 

•Mb.  speaker  :  Does  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cardiff  persist  in  his  objection! 

*Mr.  MACLEAN :   Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  postpone  the  Motion  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  at  Twenty-five  minntBi 
before  So.  o'(3/iA. 
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HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 
Thunday,  Utt  January  1S97. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Thb  prime  minister  (The  Makquhs 
or  Sausbubt)  :  I  am  told  that  there  is 
00  busineaa  on  the  Paper  for  the  next 
fev  days,  and  I  do  not  know  that  any 
support  is  given  to  the  Constitution  hy 
oar  coming  here  without  business. 
[laughter.'\  I  should  suggest  that  we 
idjoum  until  Thursday,  and  I  move  ac- 
cordingly. 

House   adjourned   at  Twentj-fire 
minutes  before  Five  o'clock,  to 
ThnndsjT    next,     a  Quarter 
past  Foot  o'dock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tkunday,  SlH  January  1897. 


QUESTIONS. 


BVBIAL  FEES  (ULVEBSTON). 

Mb.  0.\RVELL  WILLI.\MS  (Notts, 
Mansfield)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  communications  with  the  Ulveraton 
Burial  Board  and  the  District  Council 
of  Ulversthorpe, .  Leicestershire,  have 
resulted  in  a  revision  of  their  tables  of 
burial  fees  and  charges  which  has 
brought  them  into  conformity  with  the 
lav. 

Ite  SECRETARY  or  STATE  jor  thb 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  Hatibbw 
Warn  Rrour,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  have  this  momii^  received  replies  1^ 
tel^aph  from  the  Ulverston  District 
Council  and  the  Co\mtesthorpe  Parish 
CoQDcil,  the  authorities,  I  presume,  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  alludes,  from 
Tbich  it  appears  that  their  fees  and 
charges  are  now  in  conformity  with  the 
law. 

VOL.  XLV.  [rorBTiT  {ibbibr.] 


Mr.  CARVELL  \fILLIAM.S  asked 
why  there  had  be«i  a  delay  of  aeveral 

months  1 

Sm  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY 
said  he  telegraphed  for  information,  and 
received  the  reply  he  had  given.  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  desired  him  to  inquire 
further  he  woold  do  so. 


POST  OFFICE  ESTABUSHUENTa 

Mb.  C.  E.  SCHWANN  (Manchester, 
N.) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  when  the  Report  of  the  Post 
Office  Inter-Parliamentary  Commission 
will  be  presented  to  Parliament,  and  how 
soon  may  it  l>e  expected  to  be  {vinted 
and  obtainable      the  public? 

Thb  secretary  to  thb  TREASURY 
(Mr.  R.  W.  Hahbubt,  Preston):  The 
Report  is  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Postmaster 
General.  As  soon  as  a  decision  has  been, 
arrived  at  on  the  several  questions 
raised  in  the  Report,  it  will  be  laid 
before  the  House. 


AGRICULTURAL  DISTRESS  (WEST- 
PORT  UNION). 

Dr.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.): 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  distress 
prevailing  in  Westport  Union  owing  to 
the  failure  of  the  crops ;  and,  whether 
he  intends  taking  any  steps ;  and,  if  so, 
what,  towards  relieving  such  distress  f 

Mb.  MICHAEL  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland — (1)  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  dis- 
tress of  a  most  acute  character  which 
prevails  in  the  Swinford,  Westport,  and 
Clifden  Poor  Law  Unions,  as  well  aa  in 
other  f'istricts  along  the  western  sea- 
board of  Ireland,  such  as  Achill,  Bd- 
mullet,  and  Cama;  (2)  what  steps,  if 
any,  have  been  taken  %  the  Government 
to  cope  with  this  distress ;  and,  (3) 
whether  the  Government  will  without 
delay  adopt  some  remedial  measures, 
either  of  a  temporary  nature  adequate 
to  the  emergency  or  of  a  more  perma- 
nent character,  which  would  have  for 
object  the  prevention,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, of  these  frequently  recurring  perioda 
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Gracious  Speech  of  the  Irish  A^cultaral 
Hating  Bil! ;  is  it  intended  to  nwdi© 
Irelftiid  a  grant  proportionate  to  what 
England  received  under  the  Act  of  last 
year  ;  and,  if  not,  will  Ireland  be  treated 
for  the  purpose  of  this  special  allocation 
as  a  separate  t'ntitv? 

The  FIUST  LORD  op  tub  TRE.V- 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Halpol-r,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  position  of  Ireland  in  reference 
to  the  money  due  to  her  in  consequence 
of  the  English  Rating  Act  is  indicated 
in  the  Irish  Suspensory  Act  of  last  Se«- 
sion.  I  think  the  title  is  "Local  Taxa- 
tion (Ireland)  and  Estate  Duty,  18%, 
Act." 

Me.  T.  M.  HEvVLY  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   go   no   further   with  hit 

answer  1 

Thb  first  lord  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY; I  think  my  reply  covers  the 
question. 


of  destitution  among  the  cottier  peasan- 
try, of  these  western  counties  and 
islands  1 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  attention  of  the  (Jovcrnnicnt  has 
l>een  directed  to  the  condition  of  the 
people  in  Achill,  county  Hayo,  owing  to 
the  failure  of  the  potato  crop ;  and, 
what  is  the  last  Report  received  on  the 
matter? 

Thb    ATTORNEY    GENERAL  pgr 

IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Atkin-ion,  London- 
derry, N.) :  With  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  will  reply  at  the  same  time  to 
the  two  quostioiis  which  follow,  stand- 
ing in  the  names  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South-  Mayo  (Mr.  Dayitt)  and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  East  Donegal 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor).  The  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  poorer  classes  in 
the  localities  referred  to  have  received 
the  careful  attention  of  Government, 
who  hare  been  in  frequent  communica- 
tion w^ith  the  Local  Government  Board 
a^d  with  the  local  Police  Authorities  on 
the  subject.  As  regards  the  Swinford 
Union,  the  Local  Government  Board  do 
not  anticipate  the  occurrence  of  abnor- 
mal distress  in  this  district ;  and  in  the 
Clifdcn  Union  the  Board  are  advised 
tliat  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a 
few  isolated  townlands,  the  resources  of 
the  ordiiuury  Poor  Law  will  sutticc  to 
meet  any  cases  of  necessity  that  may 
arise  there.  In  Achill  Idand,  which 
forms  part  of  the  Westport  Union,  I 
believe  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
are  making  arrangements  for  the  re- 
construction of  a  pier  on  the  Island, 
which,  it  is  presumed,  will  afford  some 
employment  to  the  poorer  classes.  The 
Board's  Inspectors  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land have  been  instructed  to  watch  care- 
fully the  condition  of  the  people  in  nil 
districts  in  which  there  is  the  slightest 
chance  of  scarcity  or  destitution  arising, 
and  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Board 
is  at  the  present  moment  in  the  West 
making  further  investigations  into  the 
subject.  The  Government  do  not  for 
the  present  contemplate  the  adoption  of 
the  special  remedial  measures  su^ested 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Mayo. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
why  no  mention  is  made  in  Her  Mnjesty'R 

J/r.  Jlichad  Davitl. 


INDUN  FAMINE  AND  PTAQUE 

Me.  T.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
if  he  could  state  to  the  House  what  is 
the  amount  paid  into  the  credit  of  the 
Indian  Famine  Relief  Fund  since  the 
famine  of  1877  ;  what  is  the  total  amount 
of  withdrawals  from  that  fund  for  pur 
poses  apart  from  the  relief  of  distress 
during  the  past  20  years;  and  wliat 
amount  remained  to  the  credit  of  the 
fund  at  the  commencement  of  the  exist- 
ing famine ;  and,  what  is  the  (estimated 
requirement  of  the  Government  of  India 
for  famine  relief  during  the  neict  three 
months  ? 

Tub  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Gboeob  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) ;  There  is  no  Indian  Famine 
Relief  Fund.  The  amount  of  taxation 
imposed  for  Indian  famine  relief  and 
insurance  was  in  1877  estimatetl  at 
Rx.  1,104,900  annually.  Owing  to  the 
Afghan  war  the  scheme  did  not  come 
into  operation  for  four  years ;  and,  if 
those  be  excluded,  the  total  receipts  are 
estimated  at  Rx.  16,513,500.  The  ex- 
penditure has  been — on  construction  of 
protection  works,  Rx.  12,004,022;  on 
reduction  or  avoidance  of  debt, 
Ri.  5,327,299  ;  total,  Rx.  17,331,321.  It 
is  difficult  to  forecast  the  exact  expendi- 
tiure  upon  famine  relief  for  the  next  three 
months,  as  the  numbers  fluctuate  so 
greatly  from  week  to  week,  but  the  loss 
caused  hv  famine  directlv  and  indirectlv 
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for  the  financial  year  1896-97  will  cer- 
tainly exceed  three  and  a-half  crores  of 
rupees. 

Mb.  lough  asked  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand that  some  port  of  the  cost  of  the 
Al^han  war  was  defrayed  out  of  this 
fundi 

Lord  OEORGE  HAMILTON  said  that 
when  a  country  was  involved  in  war  it 
wan  obli(re<l  to  put  on  one  side  the  ordi- 
nary tinancial  operations.  Diu*iii{»  the 
time  the  Afghan  war  continued  the 
money  raised  by  this  taxation  was  not 
available  for  famine  insurance. 

De.  CLARK  (Caithness)  inquired  how 
much  was  spent  on  railways  1 

LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  A  very 
larf;e  proportion.  It  was  never  intended 
that  the  fund  should  be  put  in  a  separate 
box  and  allowed  to  accumulate. 

Mb.  G.  LAMBERT  (Devon,  South 
Holton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  in  view  of  the 
prave  reference  in  Her  Majesty's  gra- 
cious Speech  to  the  famine  and  plague  in 
India,  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  remitting  to  the  Indian  Government 
the  cost  to  them  of  the  Indian  troops 
engaged  in  the  Egyptian  expedition  1 

Tin  CHANCELLOR  op  thi  EX- 
CHEQUER (Snt  MicHABL  Hicks  Bbach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  can  quite  understand  and 
■ympathise  with  the  feeling  that  has 
prompted  this  question,  but  the  two  sub- 
jetts  which  are  referred  to  in  it  are 
quite  distinct,  and  I  have  no  reason 
whatever  to  suppose  that  the  Indian 
Government  would  at  all  desire  that  they 
should  be  coupled  together. 

Mb.  J.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid): 
I  beff  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  attention  of  the  Indian 
Government  has  been  called  or  will  be 
called  to  the  necessity  of  having  suitable 
hospital  accommodation  at  Bombay  for 
the  isolation  and  treatment  of  cases  of 
plague ;  and,  whether  in  view  of  the 
great  suitability  of  the  Military  lines 
and  cantonment  at  Colaba  for  such  a 
purpose,  the  Indian  Government  will 
find  other  accommodation  for  the  troops 
in  Bombay! 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  The 
attention  of  the  GoTa*nment  of  India 
has  been  cfdled  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding suitable  aooommodation  at  Bom- 
bay for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of 
cases  of  plague ;  but  I  do  not  propose  to 
bterfere  with  their  discretion  in  regard 
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to  moving  the  troops  from  Coliiba,  cr 
using  the  barracks  as  plague  hospitals. 
I  understand  that  tempor^iry  hospitid 
accommodation  of  a  suitable  kind  could 
easily  be  a-ected  on  the  open  ground  in 
and  around  Bombay. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  enormous 
loss  of  revenue  which  India  will  suffer 
through  the  prevalence  af  famine  and 
plague  in  that  country,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  propose  to  invite  Parlia- 
ment to  vote  a  grant  of  public  money 
in  aid  of  the  Indian  Exchequer? 

The  first  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY: I, have  to  say  that  the  Indian 
Government  are  in  no  lack  of  funds, 
and,  until  we  know  the  outcome  of  the 
famine  expenditure  and  the  loss  of 
revenue  caused  by  that,  it  is  premature 
to  discuss  the  assistance  of  a  grant  of 
public  money  from  the  Imperial  Exche- 
quer, There  is  no  precedent,  so  far  as 
I  know,  for  any  such  course. 


POST  OFFICE  (LIMERICK). 

Mb.  FRANCIS  O'KEEFFE  (Limerick) : 
I  beg  to  nsk  the  Secretary  to  the  Treosurjs 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
what  progress  has  been  made  as  regards 
the  advertisement  for  a  site  on  which 
to  build  a  new  post  office  in  the  city  of 
Limerick ;  and,  whether  having  regard 
to  the  admitted  necessity  for  a  ucw 
building,  he  will  direct  expedition  to 
bo  made  in  the  negotiations  to  effect 
that  purpose? 

Me.  HANBURY:  An  advertisement 
for  a  sito  for  a  new  post  office  at  Lime- 
rick was  pubtished  some  time  ago  and  in 
response  several  offers  for  the  purpose 
have  been  lately  received.  The  Depart- 
ment is  now  carefully  inquiring  into  the 
suitability  of  each  of  the  proposed  sites, 
but  I  regret  to  add  that  none  of  them — 
so  far  as  the  examination  has  as  yet 
gone — appear  to  be  acceptable. 

TURKEY   (PABLIAMENTABY  PAPER). 

Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  the  Parliamentiuy  Paper 
(Turkey,  No.  8,  1896),  presented  to  the 
House  on  August  10th  1896,  has  not 
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yet  been  issued  ;  whether,  in  view  of 
the  present  importance  of  all  corre- 
apondmce  relating  to  the  Asiatic  Pro- 
vinces, he  can  state  the  reason  for  this 
delay;  and  whether  he  can  give  the 
House  an  assurance  that  this  Paper  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  Members  at  an  early 
datef 

Thb  under  secrettart  op  state 
foe  foreign  affairs  (mr.  g. 

CvRZON,  Lancashire,  Southport) :  The 
delay  has  been  occaaioned  by  the  neces- 
sity of  referring  the  Reports,  which  dre 
very  bulky,  to  the  writers  for  revision 
before  publication,  and  by  the  large 
amount  of  other  papers  under  prepara- 
tion. It  is  hoped  that  the  book  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members  on 
Friday. 


EVICTED  TENANTS  (IBELAND). 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  K):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tho 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  in  many  of  the  unions 
in  the  South  of  Ireland,  conciliation 
committees,  consisting  of  an  equal  num- 
ber of  ex-officio  and  elected  guardians, 
were  formed  during  the  past  autumn 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  settlements 
between  landlords  and  their  evicted 
tenants  under  the  re-instatement  clauses 
of  the  Land  Act  of  last  year ;  (2)  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  while  the  ericted 
tenants  promptly  accepted  the  mediation 
of  these  committees,  the  landlords 
almost  without  exception  declined  their 
services;  and  whctlier  steps  will  be 
taken  to  render  thefie  clauses  effeetivo 
by  the  appointment  of  arbitration  com- 
mittees with  compulsory  powers? 

Thh  attorney  general  vor 
IRELAND:  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that 
committees  were  formed  in  certain 
Unions  of  the  South  of  Trdand  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  settlements  under 
the  Act  of  last  year,  but  I  have  no  offi- 
cial information  of  the  number  of  such 
committees  or  of  the  results  of  the  nego- 
tiations entered!  into  by  them.  The 
answer  to  the  third  paragraph  is  in  the 
negative. 

Captain  DONELAN  asked  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  cause  fur- 
ther inquiry  to  be  made  in  the  matter  I 
Tm  attorney  general  for 
IRELAND  said  that  if  he  had  reason 
to  believe  the  information  received  was 

J/r.  Hftrbfrt  Roberts. 


incorrect  be  would  be  most  happy  to 
inquire  further. 

Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  ihe 
Lord  liieuteiiant  of  Ireland  whether  Iw 
will  grant  the  Return  relating  to  Appli- 
cations of  Evicted  Tenants  under  the 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896,  on  the 
Paper? 

Thb  attorney  general  fob 
IRELAND :  There  is  no  objection  to 
state  the  total  number  of  application 
made  by  evicted  tenants  under  Section 
47  of  the  Act  of  last  year,  and  the  gene- 
ral results  of  such  applications ;  but  it 
is  undesirable  to  publish  the  names  *ii 
the  landlord  imd  tho  former  tenant  m 
each  case  as  well  as  the  ruling  of  the 
Land  Commission  thereon,  and  the  Go- 
vernment are  unable  therefore  to  con- 
sent to  a  Return  containing  the  informa- 
tion under  the  latter  heads. 


JUDICIAL  BENTS  OBELAND).  I 

Captain  DONELAN :  I  beg;  to  ask  tkt  ' 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ^ 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  large  I 
numbers  of  Irish  tenant  farmers,  whose 
rents  were  fixed  subsequent   to  188l\ 
and  who  are  thus  debarred  from  availiiifr  1 
themselves  of  the  Land  Act,  are  unable  j 
to  continue  paying  their  judicial  rents, 
and  have  been  refused  any  abatement 
by  their  landlords ;  and,  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability   of  affordiug 
these  tenants  some  immediate  relief  ^ 

Mr.  MICUAEL  McCARTAN  (Down, 
S.)  twked  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man if  he  was  aware  that  meeting  after 
meeting  had  been  held  recently  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  and  that  it  had  been 
declared  that  a  reduction  of  60  per  cent, 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  save  them  | 
from  ruinl  '  , 

Tbk  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob  | 
IRELAND  :  -  I  have  no  information  bew- 

ing  out  the  statement  in  the  Question 
as  to  the  inability  of  tenants  to  pn.y 
their  rents.  If  the  sxiggestion  in  the 
second  part  of  the  Question  is  that  the 
Government  should  follow  the  prece- 
dent of  1887,  I  may  say  they  have  no 
intention  to  legislate  in  this  direction. 
I  am  aware  that  tenants  in  different 
parts  of  Ireland  have  passed  resolutioDs 
to  the  e£Eect  that  th^  desire  a  reduction 
of  50  per  cent.  | 
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DALOT8  KOCK  UGHTSHIP. 


Captain  DONELAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
the  Irish  Xiights  Board  or  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  made  anj*,  and  if  an^,  what 
proTision  for  the  widows  and  funilies 
of  the  men  lost  1^  the  foundering  of 
the  Daunt's  Rock  lightship  Puffin  in 
October  last? 

Ml.  W.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  "frade,  with  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  lightship  Pu0n  was  lost  with  all 
hands  at  her  station,  Datmt's  Rock,  on 
October  7th,  1896,  and  that,  when  being 
towed  by  the  Princest  Alexandra  from 
Kingstown,  after  being  two  hours  at 
ses,  she  was  reported  leaking,  and  was 
UoQ^ht  back  to  Kingstown  for  repairs, 
vbeQier  he  is  aware  if  any  survey  and 
report  thereon  was  made  to  the  Irish 
l^hta  Board  after  this  occurrence ; 
whether  he  can  state  if  the  survey  of 
I^:ht8hip8  under  the  management  of  the 
Irish  Lights  Board  is  similar  to  that  to 
which  trading  vessels  are  subjected ; 
whether  the  supply  of  boats  to  Irish 
li^tships  is  according  to  the  Board  oi 
Trade  requirements ;  and,  whether  he 
viU  order  a  sworn  public  inquiry  into 
the  causes  of  tlus  disaster  I 

Ths  first  commissioner  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akebs-Douolas,  Kent, 
St  Aagustine's),  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
RtTCBiB,  said :  The  Commisaioners  of 
Irith  Lights  have  applied  to  the  Board 
fi  Trade  for  sanction  to  the  payment  of 
pensions  to  the  widows,  and  gratuities 
to  the  children  of  the  married  members 
of  the  crew  of  tiie  Daunt's  Book  Light- 
liiipi  wd  €i  pemdons  or  gratnities  to  the 
■married.  Hie  grant  of  these  idlow- 
uoes  is  governed  by  the  terms  of  the 
Snperauiuatioa  Acts,  and  the  Board  are 
>t  [ffwent  making  inquiries  as  to  what 
»oold  be  awarded  by  the  Treasury 
Badw  these  Acts  in  analogous  cases  in 
ti«  Qvil  Service.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
lui  commanioated  with  the  Commia- 
tioDera  of  Irish  lights,  and  is  informed 
by  them  tha&  the  Puffin  lightship,  a  few 
|Knn  after  leaving  Kingstown  Harbour, 
in  tow  ot  the  Pr%ne«»»  AUxandrat  was 
^■(osght  bads  in  consequence  of  a  leak  in 
dieuwse-pipe  above  the  water  line.  A 
'(port  of  the  occurrence  was  made  to  the 
CosuDisrion«ra,  a  survey  held,  and  the 
^  repaired.    Sorreiys  of  lightships  are 


made  by  the  qualiiied  officers  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights,  and,  in 
their  opinion,  are  probably  stricter  than 
those  to  which  trading  vessels  are  sub- 
jected. The  Board  of  Trade  require- 
ments as  to  boats  are  not  applicaUe  to 
lightships,  but  each  Irish  lightship 
carries  two  strong,  seaworthy  boats,  16 
and  20  feet  long,  sufficient  for  the  crew 
of  eight  men.  The  question  of  raising 
the  wreck,  which  would  be  an  expensive 
operation,  is  now  under  consideration. 
If  the  wreck  is  raised  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  consider  whether  any  useful 
purpose  would  be  served  by  holding  a 
paUio  Inquiry. 

Captain  DONELAIT  asked  if  he  was 
to  understand  that  this  provision  would 
be  of  a  permanent  character. 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  thought  it 
would  have  that  character,  but  upon 
that  subject  it  would  be  well  the  hon. 
Gentleman  should  address  a  question 
direct  to  the  President  of  Uie  Board  of 
Trade. 


AKMY  FOREIGN  MEAT  SUPPLY. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  I  beg  ti)  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  if  he  can  state  what  decision  lias 
been  arrived  at  relative  to  the  supply  of 
foreign  meat  to  the  troops  stationed  in 
Irelsmd ;  and  when  such  decision  will 
take  effect? 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  War 
Office  to  lessen  the  percentage  of  foreign 
meat  given  to  the  troops  ;  and,  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  have  Ute  troops 
and  horses  supplied  by  native  produce  1 

*The  financial  secretary  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
WiLLiAHS,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  matter, 
which  proves  to  be  more  complicated  and 
difficult  than  was  at  first  supposed,  is 
still  undergoing  special  and  careful  in- 
quiry, and  no  decision  can  yet  be  given. 
If,  as  the  result  of  the  Inquiry,  it  Is 
found  possible  to  make  an  alteration  in 
the  present  system  of  supply  both  of 
meat  and  forage,  the  change  would  take 
effeot  on  and  from  the  next  occasion  on 
which  tenders  are  sought. 

Captain  DON  ELAN  asked  whether 
the  last  tenders  issued  contained  the  old 
conditions  1 
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•Mr.  POWELT^WILLTAMS  aaid  that 
il  no-change  was  made  in  the  conditions 
of  mipply,  the  old  conditifms  obtained. 

Mr.  field  :  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  answered  the  last  part  of  my  ques- 
tion, viz.,  "  whether  it  would  be  possible 
to  have  the  troops  and  horses  supplied 
by  native  produce  1 " 

♦Mb.  POWELL-WILUAMS  :  I  an- 
swered that  to  the  effect  iJiat  J  cannot 
give  an  answra*. 


REFORM  PRIHUNERS  AT  PRETORIA. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
steps  he  has  taken  during  the  Recess  to 
obtain  the  release  of  Mr.  Davis  and 
Mr.  Sampson,  the  two  Joliannesburg 
lleformers,  who  are  still  kept  in  prison 
at  Pretoria? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  "W.) :  I  stated  in  answer 
to  similar  questions  last  Session  that  J 
had  informed  Messrs.  Sampson  and 
Davis  Uiat  if  they  would  approach  the 
(rovemmeut  of  the  South  African  Re- 
public as  was  done  by  the  otlier  Reform- 
ers who  were  tried  on  -  the  same  charge 
and  received  the  same  sentence  I  should 
be  glad  to  support  their  petition.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  Messrs.  Sampson  and 
Davis  have  hitherto  declined  to  take  this 
course,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified  in 
making  an  appeal  on  their  behalf  which 
they  refuse  to  make  for  themselves.  I 
think  I  may  be  allowed  to  add  that  in 
my  judgment  these  gent'euien  have 
already  suffered  very  severely  for  any 
error  they  may  have  committed,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  good  policy  on  the 
part  of  President  Krugnr  to  tako  thetr 
casu  into  consideration. 

Mk.  MACLEAN:  ^Vill  the  right 
hun.  Gentleman  cummond  to  President 
Kruger  the  example  set  by  King  Mcnelik, 
of  Abyssinia,  in  releasing  the  Italians? 

[Lo  light  f-r.'] 

*Mn.  JAMKS  LOAVTHEK  (Kent^ 
Thanet) :  Do  1  understand  that  these 
men  can  get  out  at  once  if  they  WQuld 
go  through  the  formality  of  giving  an 
undertaking  to  bo  of  good  behaviour  in 
the  future? 

J-'imncial  Swnlanj  Vj  the  War  Office. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  cannot 
answer  that  question  positively,  but  the 
other  gentlemen  who  did  make  an  aj^ieal 
were  released.    ["  Hear,  hear ! "] 


FACTORY  ACTS. 

*SiR  CHARLE  S  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  it  is  his  intention  to  introduce 
in  the  present  Session  a  Bill  for  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Factory  Acts,  with  aoy 
minor  amendments  the  Law,  such  t» 
thb  generalisation  of  the  Particulars 
section  in  piece-work  trades,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  sweated  d^tricts  ftty 
visions  of  the  Act  of  1895,  stated  hj  him 
to  have  proved  unworkable  t 

Sib  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
A  consolidation  Bill  has  been  in  draft 
for  some  time,  but  I  hare  decided  not  to 
proceed  with  it  until  an  amending  Bill, 
which  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
Act  of  If  95  has  already  shown  will  be 
necessary,  has  first  been  passed.  Sug- 
gestions for  amending  certain  of  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Act,  including  tliose  men- 
tioned by  the  right  hon.  Member,  are 
under  my  consideration. 


BULGARIAN  TIUBUTE  AND  TURKISH 
DEBT. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Ht^) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  AiTairs  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  duriug 
the  past  year  received  communica^n 
of  any  dispatch  from  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment calling  attention  to  the  obligation 
assumed  by  the  Powers  of  Etirope,  signa- 
tories of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  by  Articlei 
IX.,  XXXIIL  and  XLII.  of  that  Treaty, 
to  fix  tiie  amount  of  ilie  annual  tribute 
to  be  paid  by  Bulgaria  to  Tark^  by 
agreement  between  themselves,  and  also 
to  fix  by  agreement  between  their  repre- 
sentatives at  Constantinople  in  concert 
with  the  Sublime  Porte  the  portion  of 
the  public  debt  of  Turkey  to  be  Iwme 
respectively  by  Bulgaria,  by  Monten^^, 
and  by  Servia,  and  asking  the  powers  ti 
fulfil  this  obligation ;  if  so,  whether 
any  reply  was  sent  by  Heo*  Majes^s 
Gk»Terument  to  such  represmtadou,  and 
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whether  Her  Majesty's  Guvemment  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  this  Hoase  a  copy 
of  the  dispatch  itself,  and  of  the  reply, 
if  any,  made  thmto ;  and  whether  he 
vfll  inform  the  House  what  steps  Her 
J^Iajeety's   QoTernment  have  taken  at 
uty  time  during  the  18  yeu«  since  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin  in  1878  to  oome  to  the 
stipulated   agreement   with   the  other 
Powem,  and  with  what  results  1 
•Mn.  CURZON :  A  note  to  the  effect 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member,  and 
referring  also  to  the  portion  of  the  debt 
to  be  borne  by  Greece,  was  received  from 
the  Turkish  Ambassador  ou  the  22nd 
ultimo.    In.  reply,  his  Excellency  was 
informed  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  the  Treaty 
of  Berlin  should  be  exactly  fulfilled,  and 
that  if    for  that  purpose   it  should 
a^ppear  desiraUe  to  do  so,  they  would 
be  ready  to  exchange  views  on  the 
nibject  with  the  other  Powers  signo- 
twy  of  that  Treaty.    These  notes  can 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
if  it  is  so  desired.    Prior  to  1885  Her 
Majesty's  Government  made  repeated 
but  unsuccessful  endeavours  to  obtain  a 
tsetUement  of  the  question.   Tn  that  year 
it  was  again   raised   by  the  Turkish 
iloTemment,  and  a  circular  dispatch  was 
sddrened  to  the  Powers  by  Lord  Gran- 
ville, recapitulating  these  attonpts  and 
inquiring  whether  the  Powers  would 
inrtruct  their  r^resentatives  at  Con- 
stantinople to  resume  consideration  of 
the  matter.  The  Powera  seemed  disposed 
to  agree,  with  the  exception  of  Russia, 
fran  whom  no  reply  was  received.  In 
September,  1887,  Her  Majesty's  Agent 
at  Sofia  was  instructed  to  present  to  the 
Bolgarian  Government  a  letter  frOm  the 
Council  of  Foreigr  Bondholders  calling 
attention  to  the  failure  of  that  Govern- 
|KDt  to  fulfil  the  financial  obligations 
lO^KMed  upon   it  and  upon  ^wtem 
Roumelia  under  the  Treaty  of  Berlin. 
Ad  arrangement  was  arrived  at  for  the 
payment   of   the  Eastern  Roiimelian 
-Tribute,  but  nothing  was  done  as  r^;ards 
Bulgaria's  share  of  the  Ottoman  Debt. 
I'ttidtBg  a  decision  on  that  case  no 
further  steps  were  taken  with  regard  to 
*1»  other  countries  concerned.  ■ 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  The  right 
bmi.  tientleman  is,  of  course,  aware  wat 
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the  question  is  not  to  be  submitted  to 
the  representatives  of  the  Powers  at 
Constantinople.  The  question  of  the 
Bulgarian  tribute  is  to  be  considered, 
not  by  the  representatives  of  the  Powers, 
but  by  the  Powers  themselves.  Has  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  bcnue  that  in 
mind  1 

*Mr.  CURZON  :  Oh,  yep,  I  was  per- 
fectly aware  of  that  when  I  drew  up  the 
answer. 


TUKKISU  IIKFOKMS. 


""Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  <^  State  for  Foreign 
affairs,  ( 1 )  whether  Her  M  ajesty's  Govern- 
ment still  adhere  to  the  so^ieme  of  reforms 
for  Turkey  as  proposed  by  Sir  Philip 
Currie  on  the  19th  January  1890, 
subsequently  discussed  and  modified  in 
concert  with  the  French  .and  Kus»ian 
Ambassadors,  presented  to  the  Sultan  on 
the  1 1th  May  lH9r),  accepted  in  its  final 
improved  form  by  the  Sultan,  promul- 
gated by  Irade  on  tlie  17th  October 
18d5,  and  declared  by  Sir  Philip  Currie 
to  contain  provisions  which  he  believed 
were  suflScient  to  give  security  for  life 
and  property  to  the  Armenians  provided 
that  they  cuuld  be  really  enforceil ; 
(2)  whether  this  scheme  has  already  been 
and  is  now  being  carried  into  effect  in 
pursuance  of  the  Irade  of  October  1895, 
whether  another  and  further  scheme  of 
reforms  is  now  being  (lra%pn  up  in  secret 
conclave  by  the  Ambassadors  of  the 
Powers  at  Constantinople ;  and,  (3) 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  an  assur- 
ance tliat  the  new  scheme  will  not 
involve  tliat  diivct  Interference  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  Turkey  which  is  for- 
bidden by  Article  9  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  and  also  forbidden  by  implication 
by  Article  63  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin. 

♦Mr.  CURZON:  The  scheme  of  re- 
forms to  wliich  the  hon.  Member  refers 
in  his  first  paragraph  related  specifically 
to  the  Anatolian  provinces  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire.  Some  of  these  reforms,  to 
the  execution  of  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  continue  to  attach  im- 
portana-,  have  been  put  into  operation  ,- 
but  it  cannot  Ije  said  that  they  have  at 
all  generally  been  carried  into  effect. 
The  reforms  which  the  Ambasaaklors 
are  now  discussing  at  Constuitinople 
are  reforms  in  Ottoman  admiuutFatlon ; 
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but  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Govemmeost 
oonoemed  that  strict  secrecy  should  for 
the  jnment  be  maintained  as  to  their 
character. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES;  Do  I 
understand  that  the  right  hon.  G«ntle- 


Mr. 
Undw 
Affairs 
to  the 


BENIN  EXPEDITION'. 
DAVITT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  FwagD 
whether  the  recent  expedition 
King  of  Benin  was  onured  or 


undertaken  at  tJie  instance  or  with  the 


man  cannot  give  me  an  assurance  that '  knowledge  or  consent  of  Her  Majesty's 
the  reforms  will  not  be  in  violation  of  Government,  or  solely  on  the  authority 
,the  Treaty  of  Paris  1  I  of  the  Royal  Niger  Company's  Protec- 

^Mr,  CUBZON  :  Considering  that  we  torate  witliout  the  cc^isance  or  assent 
have  not  as  yet  had  any  scheme  put '  of  the  Foreign  Office ;  whether  it  ii 
before  us,  I  cannot  give  an  assurance  as  i  competent  tor  the  Royal  Niger  Com- 
to  what  may  be  its  contents.  ,  pany'a  officials  to  embark  upon  such 

expeditions  withoat  aoqnainting 
NORFOLK  ISLAND.  i  Majesty's  Govemment  with  the  pnrpoK 

^  ^  ,r^^  .     ,rw,.  '  1.  I  of       undertaking  and  tiio  means  to  be 

Mr.  J.  F  HOGAN(Tipperary,  Mid):,      1  ^j,^  successful  executioD 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  S**te_  for  thereof  :  and  whether  the  officials  o( 


iha  Colonies  whether  he  has  received  an 
official  report  iji  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  recent  change  (tf  Govem- 
ment in  Norfolk  Island  ;  whether  the 
duties,  powers,  and  responsibilities  of 


this  Company  can  cow  command  the 
services  of  Her  Majesty's  forces  and  the 
use  of  public  moneys  for  the  prosecuUon 
of  a  war  t 

Mr.  CUBZON  :  The  hon.  Member  is, 


the  newly-appointed  Administrator  or  j  jhi^*,,  ,^i^uring  under  soiie  misarore- 
Government  Resident  have  been  per- !  tension.  The  unfortunate  mission  to 
roanently   denned ;   whether   a  formal 


protest  was  presented  to  Lord  Hampden 
by  the  elected  chief  magistrate  of  the 
Norfolk  Island  community;  and  whether, 
under  the  new  constitution,  any  of  the 
self-governing  ri|^ts  and  privileges  which 
the  inhalntants  of  Norfolk  Idand  en- 
joyed since  1856  have  been  retained) 

Mr  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have 
received  an  official  report  on  the  subject, 
and  papers  will  shortly  be  laid  on  the 
Table  containii'g  all  the  details,  which 
^irill  place  the  hon.  Member  in  possession 
of  tiie  facts. 


NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Mr.  HOGAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  there  is  any  ground  for 
the  apprehension  now  felt  in  Australia 
with  respect  to  the  prubable  early  an- 
nexation  of   the    New    Ilebi'ides  by 


musion 

the  King  of  Benin  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Niger  Company,  wit£in  the 
^here  cS  whose  Protectorate  Bemn  does 
not  fall ;  but  was  undertaken  by  the 
officials  of  the  Niger  Coast  Protectonte, 
whofie  duty  it  is,  as  opportunity  may 
serve,  to  make  arrangemente  for  visiting 
the  different  parts  of  their  district,  bat 
who  had  not  in  this  case  sought  the 
previous  sanction  of  Her  Sbjesty's 
Government. 


ESCAPED  CX)NV1CTS. 
Mr.  DAVITT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment under  what  law  of  the  realm  a 
prison  warder  or  officii  is  authorised  to 
fire  upon  and  kill  a  prisoner  for  an 
attempt  to  escape  from  custody.  And 
whether,  if  any  existing  law  confers 
this  authority  upon  prison  officials,  he 
will  favour  such  a  modification  of  ii  as 


France  ;  and,  whether  the  joint  agree- '  will  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  an 
raent  between  England  and  France  in  i  event  as  tiie  killing  of  the  convict  Carter 


reference  to  l^is  group  is  still  in  force  1 

Mb.  CUBZON  :  The  agreements  en- 
tered into  between  France  and  this 
country  in  1887  and  1888  with  regard 
to  the  New  Hebrides  are  still  in  force, 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government  are, 
therefore,  not  aware  of  any  gnmnds  for 
the  apprehension  to  which  the 
Member  refers.  i 


at  Dartmoor  on  Christmas  Eve  last. 

Mb.  £.  H.  FIGKEBSGILL  (Betbnal 
Green,  K.W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secntary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

whether  he  has  any  objection  to  Uy 
upon  the  table  a  copy  of  the  instnictiooB 
regulating  the  conduct  of  officers  in 
hon.  i  convict  prisons  in  the  event  of  a  [uisooer 
in  their  custody  attempting  to  escqnt 


Mr.  Curzmi, 
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Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General 
upon  what  authority  the  warder  acted 
in  killing  a  convict  named  William 
Carter,  whilst  Carter  was  endeavouring 
to  escape  from  Bartmoor  prison  on  24th 
December,  1896  1 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
The  authority  to  shoot  an  escaping  felon 
is  given  W  common  law.  The  role, 
■8  stated  by  the  received  authorities  and 
affirmed  by  successive  opinions  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  is  thai  if  a ' 
felon  flies  from  justice  and  is  killed  by  { 
an  officer  in  pursuit,  the  homicide  is  | 
justifiable,  if  he  could  not  otherwise  be  J 
overtaken.  The  right  to  use  firearms 
in  the  last  resort  cannot,  I  think,  be 
safely  dispensed  with ;  but  I  am  con- 
aideriiig  whether  any  alterations  can  be 
made  in  rcfpuil  to  the  weapons  to  be 
used  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  diminish  as 
£ar  as  possible  the  chance  of  causing 
death.  I  may  say  in  answer  to  tiie 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal 
Oreen  that  I  shall  have  no  objection  to 
laying  on  the  table  of  the  House  tlie 
standing  orders  applicable  to  these  cases. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  whether 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  trial  took 
place  beyond  the  coroner's  inquest  % 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
No,  nr. 

*Me.  JOSEPH  A.  PEASE  (Northum- 
berland, Tyueaide)  asked  at  what  distance 
the  convict  was  from  tiie  warder  when 
the  Utter  fired  1 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
I  believe  that  two  warders  fired  at  him 
—one  at  20  and  die  oUier  at  50  yards, 
in  a  Uiick  fog. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  If  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  a  trial  takes  place,  who 
decktes  whether  Uie  homicide  is  jnsti- 
fiaUe  or  not  1 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
The  conmer's  jury  are  the  proper 
antbwity  to  decide  the  question. 

MATABELELAND. 
Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derby- 
Khire,  Chesterfield) :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  Stat«  for  the  Colonies 
whetho*,  in  accordance  with  the  under- 
ling given,  the  Chartered  Company 
have  {Aid  the  expenses  of  the  late 
canipaign  in  Matabelekmd ;  and,  can  he 
ilate  the  exact  amount  Uiat  has  been 
received  f 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Tlie 
Chartered  Comptiny  have  been  paying 
from  time  to  time  the  claims  made  upon 
them  on  behalf  of  the  War  Department. 
There  are,  of  course,  outstanding  claimi 
not  yet  settled.  ,  A  large  portion  of  the 
expenses  of  the  campaign  for  stores,  tbc, 
has  been  defrayed  directly  by  the 
Chartered  Company. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  asked  what  was  the 
exact  amount  that  had  been  received. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  said  be 
could  not  give  the  exact  amount. 


IlllSII  LIGHTS  BOARD. 

Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Premdent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Dr.  Foster  Newland  has 
remonstrated  against  his  dismissal  wiUt- 
out  notice  or  complaint  from  his  position 
as  medical  officer  to  the  Irish  Lights 
Board  in  the  Kingstown  District  after  a 
satisfactory  service  of  20  years ;  and, 
whether  he  will  cause  an  invest^tion 
to  be  made  into  the  facts  1 

Mb.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  My  right 
lion.  Friend  has  been  informed  by  Dr. 
Newland  that  he  has  been  dismissed  from 
his  position.  His  employment  resttt 
entirely  with  the  Conynissioners,  the 
Board  of  Trade  control  being  limited  to 
approvd  of  the  fees. 


RAILWAY  RATES  (IREI^ND). 

Mr.  FIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Government  will 
appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  the  high  scale  of 
railway  rates  and  charges  in  Ireland, 
and  to  consider  the  question  of  acquiring 
the  Irish  lines  by  purchase,  to  be  more 
economicidly  worked  as  State  railways ; 
also  to  inqnire  ipto  the  wwking  of  Irish 
canals  wiUi  a  view  to  their  purchase,  to 
be  given  as  free  waterways  for  commer- 
cial traffic  1 

Thb  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  :  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  requests  me 
to  say  that  the  Governoient  do  not  pro- 
pose to  appoint  a  further  Royal  Com- 
mission in  regard  to  railways  in  Ireland. 
The  suggested  State  purchase  of  railways 
in  Ireland  was  condemned  by  a  Royal 
Commissiou  appointed  in  1865,  presided 
over  by  the  present  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
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,  and  was  again  condemned  by  a  Koyal 
Commission  appointed  in  1886,  pre&ided 
over  by  Sir  James  Allport.  The  con- 
ditioQ  of  affaire  on  which  these  conclu- 
sionB  wwe  based  has  not  since  altered. 


UNIFICATION  OF  TIME  AT  SEA. 

Mb.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Goremment  has  received 
a  memorial  fi*om  the  Council  of  the 
Koyai  Colonial  Institute,  urging,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Koyal  Society  of 
Canada,  the  advisability,  in  the  interests 
nf  navigation  and  commerce,  of  taking 
early  stops  to  secure  the  unification  of 
time  at  sea  ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Ctovemment  contemplate  taking  action 
in  the  desired  direcloon ! 

The  secretary  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  W.  E.  Macartney, 
Antrim,  S.) ;  The  question  of  the  unifi- 
cation of  time,  ^vhich  h  a  very  debate- 
able  one,  has  received  long  and  careful 
consideration  for  many  years.  The  alter- 
ation of  the  astronomical  day  cannot  be 
effected  for  the  sea  alone,  as  it  affects 
astronomers  even  more  closely  than 
sailors,  and  it  most  also  be  carried  out 
by  iateroational  agreement.  Foreign 
Powers  publishing  asti-oncnnical  epheme- 
rides  were  consulted  in  1894,  and  when 
it  was  found,  from  the  replies  received 
in  1885,  that  the  change  would  not  be 
accepted  by  all  these,  the  Foreign  Office 
was  requested  to  inform  the  Powers  in 
question  that  no  further  steps  would  be 
taken  by  the  British  Admiralty.  The 
Nautical  Almanac  for  1901  has  therefore 
been  calculated  on  the  existing  system. 

LOAN  FUND  BOARD  (IRELAND). 
Mb.  J.  G.  SWIFT  MAONEILL 
(Donegal,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  remarks  of  His  Honour 
J  udgeWebb  in  dismissing,  at  the  Donegal, 
Winter  Sessions  on  the  9th  instant,  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  £10  on  a  pro- 
missory note,  brought  by  the  Loan  Fund 
Society  against  William  Travers,  who 
bad  by  a  system  of  double  interest 
reooTered  fines,  costs  paid  to  the  Loan 
Fund  Society  £i!5  on  foot  of  the  original 
loan  £10  for  which  he  was  sued ; 
whether  he  had  observed  that  ihe  learned 

Attorney  O'eneral/or  Irdand. 


Judge  stated  that  probably  half  a  millioa 
of  money  is  dependent  upon  varioos 
questions  with  regard  to  these  societies 
which  have  evaded  the  Act  of  Pariia- 
ment ;  whether  the  Chief  Secretaiy  luu 
been  able  to  fulfil  the  undertaking  givm 
by  him  towards  the  close  of  the  last 
Session  that  he  woultl  investigate  the 
serious  changes  lHX)ught  agunst  the 
administration  the  Loan  Fund  Board ; 
and,  whether  he  has  devised  any  remedy 
for  the  aljatement  of  the  ill^al  exM- 
tions  and  oppression  to  which  the  people 
have  been  subjected  by  the  loan  fund 
system  1 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Special  Committee  appointed  last  year  to 
inquire  into  the  atumnistration  the 
Loan  Fund  Board  and  loan  funds  hu 
yet  made  its  report ;  whether  tlie  report 
will  be  presented  to  Parliament ;  and 
when  ;  and  whether  the  (Government  in- 
tend to  take  any  and  what  steps  in  the 
matter  1 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  :  In  reply  to  this  question 
and  the  question  standing  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  East 
Donegal,  my  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  newspaper  report  of  the  observations 
of  the  learned  Judge  in  the  case  refefxed 
to.  The  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Loan  Fund  Board  last  year  to  inquire 
into  the  administration  of  the  Charitable 
Loan  Funds  has  completed  its  investigs- 
tions  and  made  a  report  to  the  Board, 
who  have  the  report  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  are  in  consultation  with 
their  legal  advisers  as  to  proposed  refmms 
in  the  ^ministration.  Until  the  Govern- 
ment have  received  the  suj^^tions  of  tin 
Loan  Fuxid  Board  it  would  be  premature 
to  state  the  intentioiu  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  think  that  Uie  reptft 
can,  with  propriety,  at  the  present  stage 
be  presented  to  Parliament. 

VACCINATION. 
Mr.  J.  W.  LOGAN  (Leicester,  Har- 
borough)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  take  vaj 
stops  towards  carrying  ont  tiie  reoom- 
mendations  of  the  "BjoytX  Commiiwiwi  on 
Vaccination  during  the  present  Sesntvi ; 
and,  whether  they  will  advise  boanb  of 
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gnardians  to  disoontiniie  prosecuUoiu 
for  non-compliance  with  the  Vaccina- 
tion Acta  nnUI  the  CtoTemment  are 
ready  to  deal  with  the  subject  t 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  I  can  only  state 
at  present  that  the  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Vaccination  is  receiving 
the  consideration  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  It  is  the  duty  of  boards 
<A  guardians  to  enforce  the  existing 
law,  and  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission does  not  in  any  way  relieve 
them  tH  tiieir  duty  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  LOGAN  asked  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  aware  that  many  boards  of 
guardians,  in  spite  of  the  interim  report 
(tf  the  Royal  Commission,  still  prosecuted 
people  more  than  once,  and  whether  he 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  alter  the 
law  in  conformity  with  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Commission  % 

Mb.  lough  :  And  will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  also  tell  us  in  a  word  what 
is  the  existing  law?  [Jjaugktf.r.'] 

[No  answer  was  given  to  either  qnes- 
ticni.] 

ITJ.EGAT,  TIUWI.ING. 

Mb.  J.  G.  "VVEIR  (Ross  and  Cro- 
marty) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
fines  for  illegal  trawling  have,  by  the 
frequent  repetition  of  offences  by  the 
same  trawler,  been  shown  to  be  in- 
effectual, he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  taking  such  stf^  as  will  admit  of 
penalties  being  inflicted  on  the  owner  as 
well  as  on  the  master  of  vessels  engaged 
in  illegal  trawUng  t 

*TuE  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr. 
OuAHAM  MuuKAY,  Buteshire) :  I  am 
hardly  prepared  to  accept  the  statement 
contained  in  the  first  portion  of  the 
hon.  Member's  tiuestion.  As  r^ards 
the  second  portion,  it  is  not  at  present 
proposect  to  legislate  for  the  purpose  of 
altering  the  provisions  of  section  10 
sub-section  6  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regu- 
lation (Scotland)  Act  of  1895,  which 
give  power  in  certun  circumstances  of 
reooverinn;  penalties  from  the  master. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  n^tiations 
which  have  been  in  progress  between  the 
Scottish  Oftice  and  other  departments  in 

r^ard  to  the  question  of  a  more  effective 
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sea  pc^ice  around  the  coast  of  Scotland 
are  now  snflSoiently  advanced  to  enable 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  announce 
the  policy  whidi  it  proposes  to  adopt  in 
order  to  protect  the  interests  of  line 
fishermen  against  the  depredations  of 
trawlers  ? 

*The  lord  advocate  :  In  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  been  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
and  hope  shortly  to  be  able  to  make  a 
statement  on  the  subject. 


PJtOBATE  DUTV  GRANT  (rRELAND) 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY(Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, whether,  in  estimating  the  Irish 
share  of  the  Probate  Duty  Grant  as  one- 
ninth  inThe  Probate  Dutie8(ScotIand  and 
Ireland)  Act,  1888,  this  calculation  took 
account  of  Probate  Duty  on  Iri^  assets 
paid  in  England  where  the  grant  ol 
probate  or  administration  happened  to 
bo  made  in  that  country  % 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER :  The  division  of  the  Probate 
Duty  Grant  between  the  three  Kingdoms 
in  the  proportion  of  80,  11,  and  9  in 
1888  was  not  based  on  the  amount  of 
Probate  Duty  paid  in  each.  If  it  had 
been  I  am  afraid  that  the  Irish 
sliare  would  have  been  only  half  what 
it  is. 

CODIFICATION  OF  LAWS. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  has  taken  into  consideration 
the  advisability  of  codifying  the  Acts 
relating  to  the  Income  Tax ;  and,  if  so, 
with  wliat  result  f 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER :  I  should  be  very  glad  that 
these  Acts  should  be  codified,  but 
measures  u(  consolidation  cannot  possibly 
be  passed  unless  it  is  clearly  recognised 
by  Members  of  both  Houses  that  they 
are  uncontentious,  and  that  Amend- 
ments altering  Jaw  cannot  be  dis- 
cussed. The  House  Tax  Consolidation 
Bill  had  to  be  dropped  last  Session 
owing  to  its  being  treated  as  a  con- 
tentious measure,  and  until  I  am  able 
to  judge  whether  this  discouraging  ex- 
perience will  be  repeated  I  cannot  set 
on  foot  a  work  of  such  labour  as  the 
consolidation  of  the  Income  Tax  Iaw. 
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Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  tjie  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
how  it  happens  that,  whereas  Bills 
are  introduce  and  passed  every  year 
codifying  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to 
England,  nothing  is  ever  done  towards 
consolidating  Acts  relating  to  Ireland  j 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  following  Irish  Acts,  all  non-con- 
tentious  in  t^eir  character,  which  might 
with  great  advantage  be  (respectively) 
consolidated  :  the  County  Courts  Acts, 
the  Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Land 
Acts,  the  Fishery  Acts,  the  Labourers 
Acts,  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  the 
I>anded  Property  Improvement  Acts,  the 
Lunacy  Acts,  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Acts,  the  Poor  Law  Acts,  the 
Public  Works  Acts,  and  the  Tramways 
Acts ;  who  has  the  direction  of  the 
work  of  consolidating  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and,  whether  the  same  authority 
r^olates  the  matter  fur  .England  and 
Ireland  1 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  :  The  question  is  incorrect 
in  assuming  that  nothing  has  been  done 
towards  consolidating  Acts  relating  to 
Ireland.  On  the  contrary,  of  the  24  con- 
solidating Bills  passed  in  1888  relating 
to  England,  19  relate  to  Ireland  as  well. 
Bills  are  in  preparation  to  consolidate 
several  of  the  Acts  mentioned  in  the 
question  ;  but,  owing  to  the  limited  staff 
of  the  Irish  Office  (^ere  being  only  one 
draftsman)  it  has  not  yet  been  found 
possible  to  introduce  them.  I  may  add 
that  I  cannot  admit  that  alt  the  Acts 
mentioned  in  the  question  are  non-K»)n- 
tentious  in  their  character.  I  am 
informed  that  in  England  the  Statute 
Law  Committee  lay  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor  from  time  to  time  sun;estion8 
as  to  oonsdidating  statutes,  and  if  the 
suggestions  are  adopted  tibe  work  is 
generally  carried  out  by  Treasury 
draftsmen  in  any  time  which  can  be 
spared  from  the  current  work  of  legisla- 
tion. There  is  no  authority,  so  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  which  has  special  direction 
of  the  work  of  consolidating  Acts  in 
England  and  Ireland. 


SLAVERY  ITS  ZANZIBAR. 
Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devon, 
Honiton) ;   I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Alburs 
will  tJie  Government  measures  for  aboli- 


I  tion  of  slavery  apply  to  the  whole 
Sultanate  of  Zanzibar  or  merely  to  Uie 
Protectorate  of  Zanzibar,  excluding 
Mombasa  and  the  territcnies  of  the 
Sultan  on  the  mainland  within  the  ten 
mile  limit  1 

Mr.  CURZON:  For  the' reasons 
which  I  stated  in  die  House  on  Tuesday, 
namdy,  that  Mr.  Hardinge  has  not 
returiud  to  Zanzibar,  and  tint  there  are 
matters  which  still  remain  to  be  dis- 
cussed between  him  and  the  Sultan,  I  am 
unable  at  present  to  add  anything  to 
what  I  then  said. 


SPECIAL  COMillKSIONEU   OF  ASSIZE 
(Mr.  DAULlNCi). 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  (1)  whether 
it  is  usual  to  appoint,  as  a  Special  Com- 
missioner of  Assize  to  take  the  place  of 
one  of  Hw  Majesty's  Judges,  for  til? 
adjudication  of  cases  both  criminal  «m1 
civil,  a  Memljer  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  what  are  the  precedents  for 
this. course;  and  (2)  whether  it  is  usual 
when  a  Queen's  Counsel  is  appointed  to 
take  the  place  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Judges  as  Commissioner  of  Assize  od  a 
circuit,  to  select  a  gentleman  who  is  a 
practising  barrister  on  that  circuit,  and 
what  are  the  precedents  for  this  course  1 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sib 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  In 
reply  to  (he  first  paragn^ph  of  the  bon. 
and  learned  Member's  question,  it  is  not 
usual  to  appoint  a  Member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  as  a  Special  Commissioner 
of  Assize,  nor  am  I  at  present  aware  of 
auy  such  appointment.  As  I  understand 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  has 
put  this  question  in  consequence  of  the 
fact  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Deptford  (Mr.  Darling)  acted  aa 
Commissioner  for  the  Oxfcnrd  Circmt,  I 
think  it  right  to  say  liiat  he  was  not  a|i- 
pointed  a  special  Commissioner  of  Assiie. 
All  the  Queen's  Counsel  practising  od 
every  circuit  are  included  in  the  Com- 
mission of  Assize,  and,  if  necessary,  are 
constantly  asked  to  sit  and  assist  Her 
Majesty's  Judges  in  the  discharge  of 
business,  both  civil  and  criminal.  I  may 
menticm  here  that  24  Members  of  this 
House  were  included  in  the  Commissions 
of  the  last  circuit,  including  the  late 
Home  Secretary,  both  the  Law  Officers 
of  die  Crown,  the  late  Chairman  of 
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Cominittoes,  and  a  number  of  other 
diatingaisbed  Members  of  the  House. 
Hie  name  of  the  bon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Deptford  was  included  in  the 
Commiaaion  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  he 
aat  by  virtue  of  that  fact. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  think 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  mis- 
onderatands  the  drift  of  my  qaention.  I 
want  to  know  whether  the  hon.  and 
teamed  Member  for  Deptford  did  not  sit 
in  subetitution  for  one  of  the  ordinary 
Judges  of  Assize,  and  not  as  an  auxiliary, 
and  whether  be  did  not  go  the  whole 
circuit  88  Judge  of  Assize  1 

Thb  attorney  GENERAL:  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Deptford 
filled  the  place  of  second  Judge,  and  he  did 
a  great  deal  more  work  than  a  Queen's 
Counsel  has  been  called  upon  to  do,  but 
except  in  that  sense  he  fulfilled  no  other 
function,  I  can  scarcely  say  that  he  went 
in  place  of  the  learned  Judge,  because  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice, who  would  have  taken 
that  circuit,  actually  transacted  the 
fansinees  at  Reading  and  Oxford.  Sub- 
sequently to  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  for  Deptford,  without  fee  or 
reward  of  ai^  sort  or  kind,  undertook 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  office.  ["  Hear, 
hear."] 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  :  Is  there 
any  precedent  for  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  going  as  Judge  of 
Assize  from  town  to  town  and  coming 
back  to  the  Lobby  to  vote  1 

The  attorney  GENERAI.  ; 
There  are  a  number  of  precedents  of 
Queen's  Counsel,  Members  of  this 
Hons^  who  have  sat  and  have  tried 
cases,  both  civil  and  criminal,  on 
circuit,  sometimes  for  two  or  three  days 
together,  and  then  returned  to  the  Lobby 
to  vote — i\i0k  is  if  they  did  their  duty. 
\LaugfUer\. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICANTS    (HOUSES  OF 
PARLIAMENT). 

SiE  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  whether  he  has  made 
inquiry  into  tbe  conditions  under  which 
the  sale  of  liquid  is  carried  on  within 
the  precincts  of  the  House,  and  is  able 
to  state  to  the  House  the  results  of  his 
inquiry.  The  hon.  Member,  in  putting 
the  Question,  pointed  out  that  there 
vas  a  misprint   on   the   Paper.  The 


word   '* liquid"  should  read  "liquor." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  :  In 
accordance  with  the  promise  I  gave  to 
tbe  hon.  Baronet  I  bare  carefully  looked 
into  the  matter,  and  have  taken  the  best 
advice  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  as  at  present  carried  on  in 
the  precincts  of  the  House  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  law.  ^Loud 
la/ughter.'l  I  am,  however,  cleany  of 
opinion  tJiat  the  provisions  of  the 
licensing  Acts  cannot  be  applied,  and 
are  wholly  umuitable  to  tiie  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  ^Reneioed  laughter.'\ 
I  am  in  communication  with  my  right 
hon.  Friends  the  Home  Secretary  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  aa  to 
what  steps  had  best  be  taken.  My  pre- 
sent opinion  is  that  a  short  Act  should 
be  passed  exempting  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  from  the  operation  of  the 
Licensing  and  Excise  Laws.  [Laiighter.^ 
Mb.  LOGAN  asked  if  the  Govera- 
ment  would  find  time  this  Session  to 
pass  that  Act  1 

Mr.  BAYLEY  desired  to  know 
whether,  pending  the  passing  of  that  Act, 
they  were  to  be  allowed  to  have  liquors 
served. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


CATHEDRAL  MAINTENANCE. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  liaving  regard  to  the  nati<mal 
character  of  the  cathedrals,  the  Govern- 
ment will  consider  the  expediency  of 
transferring  the  maintenance  and  repair 
of  the  fabrics  from  deans  and  chaptera 
to  Her  Majesty's  Board  of  Works,  as  is 
the  case  in  Scotland  1 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  No,  I  do  not  propose  to  ask  the 
House  to  consider  any  proposal  of  the 
kind  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 
[Cheer».y 


FINANCIAL  RELATIONS 
(GREAT  RRITAIN  AND  IRELAND). 

Mr.  R.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stirling  Burghs  (Sir  Henry  Camp- 
bell-Bannbrman),  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view 
of  the  termination  of  the  inquiry  into 
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the  financial  relations  between  tireat 
Britain  and  Ireland,  he  can  now  state 
what  course  the  Goremment  proposes 
to  adopt  with  r^rd  to  the  case  <rf 
Scotland  1 

Thb  first  lord  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that 
the  hon.  Member  who  put  the  question, 
or  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  put  it 
down  on  the  paper,  are  interested  in  it, 
for  the  matter  was  constantly  brought 
before  them  while  they  were  in  office  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ayr- 
shire. But  the  present  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  in  answer  to  a  question  in 
Ajuil  1894,  said  f^t  the  Uien  Govem- 
ment  were  of  opinion  that  the  Scotch 
inquiry  should  not  commence  until  the 
Irish  one  had  terminated.  As  the 
House  is  aware,  the  Irish  investigation 
has  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, yet  been  brought  to  a  conclusion 
— \0^^git{on  laughter] — and  we  propose, 
as  I  said  the  other  night,  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  conclude  the  labours  left 
uncompleted  by  the  Committee.  I  hod 
perhaps  better  defer  any  answer  as  to 
the  scope  ctf  the  Committee  until  I  am 
in  a  position  to  state  the  terms  of  refer- 
ence to  the  House. 

Dr.  CLARK  asked  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment intended  to  reappoint  the 
Committee  on  the  Financial  Relations 
between  the  three  kingdoms.  It  was 
appointed  by  them  b^ore,  and  it  has 
never  yet  reported.  It  has  only  sat  one 
day  and  has  not  been  reappointed. 
*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Member 
should  give  notice  of  that  question. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  Arising  out  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  answer,  I  should 
like  to  put  a  question  on  another  point. 
(Laughter.)  1  mean  a  point  different 
from  that  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend.  T 
desire  to  ask  the  Government  whether  it 
is  in  their  discretion  to  state  when  the  i 
labours  of  a  Royal  Commission  have 
finished,  and  not  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Royal  Commission  itself. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouth, W.)  :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  to  an  answer  which  I  gave,  that 
the  Scotch  Commission  should  commence 
after  the  Committee  on  the  Financial 
Relations  of  Ireland  liad  reported. 
Does  he  mean  that  further  inquiries  are 
to  be  made  by  the  same  Committee  to 
which  I  referred  on  that  occasion  ? 

J/r.  J{.  Mitnro  Ferguson. 
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The  first  LORD  o>  thb  TREA- 
SURY: I  thiuK,  as  I  sUted  in  my 
answer  just  now,  any  question  with 
regard  to  the  Committee,  had  better  be 
reserved  until  Loan  state  the  terms  ot 
reference. 


SUPPLY. 

Mr.  T.  R.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeen 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  proposes  to  revive 
the  Order  of  last  Session  with  r^^  to 
the  taking  of  Supply  1 

Thb  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY said  be  believed  it  would  be  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  the  House 
generally  that  he  should  revive  the  order 
of  last  Session  with  regard  to  the  taking 
of  Supply. 


SPECIAL  COSnnSSIONER  OF  ASSIZE- 
PERSONAL  explanation; 

Mb.  C.  J.  DARLING  (Deptford) :  I 
would  ask  to  be  allowed,  by  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  to  offer- a  very  short 
personal  explanation  arising  out  of  a 
matter  whidi  has  already  been  referred 
to.  I  do  not  desire  to  add  anything  to 
what  has  been  said  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  but  in  consequence  of  the  actam 
taken  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Donegal  (Mr.  MacNeill),  many  conunents 
have  appeared  on  the  circumstances 
under  which  I  accepted  the  office  I  latdy 
held.  Among  others  appeared  this  state- 
ment, to  which  I  desire  to  call  attention, 
in  the  Daily  Neum  of  to^y : — 

"  The  statement  we  publish  in  another  column, 
that  Mr.  Darling  received  no  day  aa  a  Com- 
missioner because  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer refused  it,  ia  highly  creditable  to  Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach  as  vigilant  guardian  o{ 
the  public  purae." 

[Laughter.]  All  I  desire  to  be  allowed 
to  say  is  that  tliat  statement  is  as  unt^e 
as  it  is  offensive.  [Cheert.]  I  say  that 
no  application  was  ever  made  to  the 
Exchequer.  The  matter  never  came 
under  the  view  a£  the  Exchequer,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  I  expressly  in 
writing  stipulated  that  I  shoiUd  not  be 
offered  and  should  not  take  any  kind  of 
fee  or  reward  whatever.  [Chtere.] 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER :  Perhaps  the  House  vill 
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allow  me,  in  consequence  of  what  has 
passed,  to  corroborate  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  has  stated.  I  hold  a 
letter  froDi  the  Lord  Chancellor,  request- 
inij  that  the  expenses  of  the  lion,  and 
learned  Member  should  be  paid,  which 
was  obviously  intended  not  to  include 
any  fee.    ["  Hear,  hear  !  "J 


UrSINESS  OF  THE  UOtTSE  (IXTRO- 

Dccrrox  OF  btlu*). 

Ordered,  That,  To  morrow,  the  Intro- 
duction of  Bills  have  precedence  of  the 
Orders  of  the  Day. — (First  Lord  of  the 
Treamyy.) 

*Me.  speaker  :  May  I  aak  the  hon. 
Members,  when  they  bring  up  notices  of 
motions  in  order  to  hand  them  in,  to  put 
on  them  the  number  they  have  obtaioed 
in  the  ballot?  This  will  facilitate  the 
labour  ot  the  clerks  at  the  table. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


ADDRES.*;  Ij;  ANSWFR  TO  HER 
MA.IESTY'S  MOSTOltACJOU.S 
NPEKC'H. 

[aD-IOCRNKD  DROATK. — THIRD  DAY.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate,  on  Main  Question  [19th 
Jmuary],  "That  an  humble  Adftiress 
he  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  as  foi- 
loweth : — 

IfoBt  GracimiB  .Soverpiim, — 
We.  Your  Majeoty'e  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
sabjectM,  the  CommonB  of  the  Tj  iiited  Kingdom 
of  (Irmt  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
aaocmbled,  b*^  leave  to  oftor  our  hiiiuble  thanks 
to  Your  Slajesty  for  the  grnoioiu  Sjioeph  which 
Your  Majettty  Kiw  iiddrettied  to  both  JIuuhcd  of 
I'arliament.'' — (VincwHt  FiJkrttmt.j 

Question  again  proposed ;  Debate 
resumed : — 

AGBICULTURE  IN  IRGLAND. 

Another  Amendment  proposed,  at  the 
end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words  : — 

"  And  we  hun)blj[  represent  to  Y'our  Majesty 
that  thegroat  fall  in  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce,  combined  with  the  disastrous  character 
of  the  last  aeason,  haa  rendered  it  impoesible  for 
fannm  in  Ireland  to  pay  thnr  present  rents 
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without  depriring  tbemfletves  of  the  capital 
essential  to  the  cultivation  of  their  farms  ;  that 
the  Land  Act  of  last  rear  has  tailed  to  provide 
any  eEfective  remedj  for  this  condition  of  things, 
nine-tenths  of  the  wah  tenantry  being  debarred 
from  obtuining  any  present  reliri  under  its 
provisions ;  that  by  the  operation  of  the  serenth 
section  of  the  Act  of  1887  and  other  exclusiona 
large  bodiea  of  tenant  farmers  are  debarred  from 
all  benefit  under  ^e  Land  Acts ;  and  that  a 
state  of  extreme  distress  preraila  in  several 
tlistricts  in  Ireland. 

"  And  hnmbly  to  represent  to  Yonr  Alajcsty 
that  the  condition  of  the  agrirnltnral  popnlaUcm 
in  Ireland  demandtt  the  immediate  attention  of 
the  Oovemnient  with  a  view  to  CfHnprehensive 
measures  of  relief." — (Mr.  DiUoH.J 

Mb.  JAMES  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) 
continued  his  speech  in  seconding  Mr. 

Dillon's  Amendment.  He  said  he  found 
ample  evidence  in  his  own  constituency 
in  support  of  the  case  put  forward  by 
his  hon.  Friend.  Upon  an  estate  of 
60,000  acres  with  2,000  tenants  only 
fifty  of  the  latter  had  been  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  Land  Courts  to  get 
second  judicial  rents  fixed.  Although 
the  Bill  <A  last  year  was  projected  to 
bring  relief  to  t^e  tenant  farmers  of 
Ireland,  he  could  say  without  fear  of 
contradiction  from  the  Chief  Secretary 
or  anyone  else  that  that  Act  was  a  dead 
letter  so  far  as  giving  present  relief  to 
the  tenant  farmers  of  Ireland  was  con- 
cerned. It  was  not  a  Bill  for  the  future 
that  was  required  liut  relief  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  considering  that  farmers  had 
passed  through  two  of  the  worst  years 
since  1847.  In  the  memory  of  theoldest 
inhabitants  prices  had  never  been  ao  low 
in  Ireland.  He  hoped  that  Ireland 
would  not  again  be  taught  the  lesson 
that  her  claims  received  no  attention 
from  the  British  Parliament  unless  they 
were  supported  by  agitation.  In  1888, 
when  prices  were  not  half  so  low  as  now, 
revisions  of  rent  were  granted.  If  ever 
there  was  a  time  for  the  generous  inter- 
position of  the  Government  it  was  now. 
The  matter  was  pressing  in  nearly  every 
district.  It  was  no  Party  question.  It 
affected  Unionist  Members  for  Antrim 
and  Ferman^h  equally  withNataonalist 
Members  for  Cork.  In  Korth  Fer- 
managh in  October,  when,  as  any 
practical  farmer  knew,  oats  and  hay 
should  be  in  the  hay  yard,  he  saw  hay 
with  two  feet  of  water  over  it,  and  the 
oat  crop  scattered  over  the  ground.  It 
was  as  essential  for  the  Unionist  Mem- 
bers for  North  Ireland  as  it  was  for  the 

[fidrd  Day. 
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KatiouaUst  Members  for  any  Bouthern 
eoanty.  It  was  no  Party  question  ;  it 
wag  a  matter  affecting  the  immediate 
relief  of  the  poor  unfortunate  farmers  of 
Ireland.  To  meet  the  great  distress 
there  were  landlords  who  had  given 
reductions  of  40  per  cent,  on  their  rents, 
but  then  were  otAier  (armera  who  would 
not  yield  a  cent,  and  were  harassing  the 
poor  people  with  writs  and  processes. 
There  was  a  large  surplus  in  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  time  was  opportune 
for  the  Government  to  be  generous 
towards  Ireland  in  her  distress. 
*Mb.  GEOFFREY  DRAGE  (Derby) 
said  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  the  last  clause  of  the 
Amendment.  He  did  not  think  that 
this  question  of  the  housing  of  the  agri- 
cultural classes  in  Ireland  had  been 
hitherto  brought  specifically  before  the 
House.  It  was  a  question  which  affected 
54  per  cent,  of  the  adult  population  of 
Ireland,  and  22  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
population.  In  a  recent  Blue  Book  it 
was  said  by  a  ^rentleman  of  the  highest 
experience:  — 

"  It  will  probably.  I  think,  be  accepted  as 
a  fairly  weA-eBtabliBhed  position  that  in  few, 
if  any,  of  the  countries  with  the  affairs  of 
which  Wfl  are  convenMnt,  has  the  condition  of 
the  class  of  agricultural  labourers,  in  regard 
to  house  accommodation,  ever  been  known  to 
rink  to  a  lower  level  <rf  general  wretcfaedneM 
than  that  very  largely  reached  in  Ireland  in 
this  respect,  m  even  comparatively  modem 
times." 

This  gentleman,  Mr.  O'Brien,  an  Assis- 
tant Commissioner,  cit«l  amongst  other 
authorities  the  relieving  officer  of  the 
Union  of  Xaas,  who  said  :  — 

"The  houses  in  Kilmeague,  north  and  south, 
and  Rathernan  electomt  divisions,  are  the 
wonit  I  ever  saw.  Often  I  bad  to  creep  on 
handa  and  knees  into  them  to  give  outdoor 
rel^  when  thdr  wives  would  be  sick;  they 
are  bnilt  of  bog  sod  and  tliatched;  in  some 
coses  sodded  on  top  instead  of  thatched." 

Topical  illustrations  of  these  houses 
were  given.  One  had  one  apartment 
measuring  10ft.  by  8ft.,  with  three  adults 
and  one  child  as  inmates.  Another  had 
one  room,  12ft.  by  10ft.,  in  which  resi- 
ded father,  mother,  and  six  children.  A 
third  had  two  rooms,  10ft.  by  8ft.,  in 
which  a  father,  mother,  and  five  children 
lived.  Another  Assistant  Comniisstoner, 
reporting  in  Ballymahon,  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  house  accommodation  in 
that  district  was  in  many  cases  "  simply 
vile,"  and  referred  to  n  cabin  lift,  by  9ft., 

,I/r.  Jam^s  Daly. 


with  no  chimney,  furniture,  or  window, 
in  which  a  man  and  his  wife,  and  s 
woman  and  five  children  as  lodgers  lived. 
.\nother  Assistant  Commissioner,  deal- 
ing with  Westport,  described  the  way  in 
which  the  live  stock  lived  in  the  same 
room  with  the  family,  and  he  went  on 
to  say  that — 

"  ill-constructed,  badly  repaired,  and  comfort- 
leas  as  were  many  of  the  cottages  in  the  WeM- 
port  Union,  they  cannot  be  compared  in 
wretchedness  to  some  of  the  miserable  boveU 
inhabited  by  labourers  in  the  compantively 
small  country  towns  of  Casttereagh  osd 
Skibbereen." 

Another  ^CommisBioner,  comparing 
labourers'  cott^cs  in  Ireland  with  those 
in  England,  said:  — 

"Monmouth  was  by  far  the  worst  of  the 
English  Unions,  visited,  and  in  describing  iriist 
I  had  seen  there  I  felt  it  my  dut^  to  dnv 
attention  to  the  lamentable  conditton  of  the 
cottages,  and  the  absolutely  j^leas  condittos 
of  the  agricultural  laboBienk  Were  it  possiUB 
to  tranuate  the  Loughrea  labooren  into  the 
Momnoat^  cottages,  bad  ai  tbey  are,  thc^ 
ought  to  be  happy.** 

So  much  then  for  the  intensity  of  the  evil. 
It  was  often  said  that  the  grievance  of 
bad  housing  existed  only  in  the  con- 
gested districts,  but  there  was  ample 
proof  that  a  disgraceful  condition  of 
things  existed  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  In  the  Census  re- 
turns, houses  in  Ireland  were  divided 
into  four  classes,  the  fourth  class  includ- 
ing alt  those  which  had  one  room  and 
one  window,  and  were  butlt  of  mud  or 
other  perishable  material.  It  was  a  ter- 
rible fact  that  2.4  per  cent,  of  nil  tha 
lumsca  in  Irelivnd  were  to  be  found  in 
that  class.  Some  general  improvement 
bad  no  doubt  been  made,  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  with  the  decrease  of 
bad  houses  there  had  been  a  decrease  in 
population,  especially  in  the  agricultural 
population.  Further,  the  standard  ap- 
plied in  classifying  houses  was  relative, 
for  a  cottage  had  been  described  as 
fairly  good  for  the  habitation  of  a  family 
containing  only  two  rooms,  the  dimai- 
sions  of  which  were  only  14ft.  by  Hft 
It  was  true  that  the  same  laws  applying 
to  this  matter  existed  in  Ireland  as 
existed  in  England,  but  the  Local  Autho- 
rities were  either  indifferent  or  incom- 
petent, or  there  were  other  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  law  being  carried  oat 
The  Agricultural  Labourers'  Acts  had 
given  power  to  the  Local  Authorities  to 
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rebaild  cottsgea,  but  99  per  wai.  of  the 
jsottafree  so  rebuilt  were  in  Leinstw 
and  Uunster,  and  only  1  per  cent,  in  the 
proribces  of  TJbttcr  And  ConnAUfrht. 
What  was  the  reason  for  this  smftll  pro- 
portion in  Ulster?  It  was  contained  in 
the  words  of  an  L'lster  witness :  "  The 
fanners  do  not  want  to  create  a  new 
nnler  of  Ia)>ourers  who  would  have  the 
coniuinnd  of  the  situation."  That  was  a 
fact  which  he  thoup;ht  required  explana- 
tion, and  it  seemed  that  some  further 
reform  was  necessary  for  the  province  of 
Vlster.  In  Connnuf^ht  a  reason  was  to 
be  fouml  in  the  local  jioverty.  r>e- 
iays  were  occasioned  no  doubt  by  the 
difficulty  of  borrowing  money  on  favour- 
able financial  conditions,  but  not  the 
least  of  the  causes  of  delay  had  been 
shown  to  exist  in  connection  with  the 
Central  Government  in  Dublin.  Some- 
tunes  two  years  had  been  allowed  to 
elapse  from  the  inception  of  a  scheme  to 
the  acquisition  of  sites.  Complaints 
had  also  been  made  of  favouritism  in  the 
selection  of  sites,  of  contractors,  and  of 
the  labourers  wlu>  occupied  the  cottages. 
He  wished  to  ask  the  Government 
whether  any  improvement  could  be 
made,  whether  it  would  not  be  possible 
for  some  officer  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  to  make  inquiries 
with  a  view  to  some  general  grant 
being  made,  or  better  terms  for  loans 
jriren,  to  enable  the  poorer  Unions 
to  build  cottages,  or  for  some  such 
fdieme  as  that  proposed  by  the  Recess 
Cranmittee  to  be  carried  out.  He  was 
aware  it  was  unusual  for  an  hon. 
Member  sitting  on  the  Government 
side  of  the  House  to  speak  on 
the  Address ;  but  the  hon.  and  teamed 
Member  who  seconded  it  said  that 
he  felt  certain  that  any  member  of  the 
Unionist  Party  who  was  acquainted  with 
eviU  under  which  Ireland  laboured, 
would  not  only  be  willing  to  bring  them 
before  the  House,  but  to  advocate  a 
vemedy,  and  it  was  in  that  sense  that  he 
had  brought  these  facts  before  the 
House.  He  thought  a  great  responsibi- 
lity r^ted  on  the  Unionist  Party  in  this 
respect.  If  there  was  one  reform 
vhich  the  Party  had  attached  more  im- 
portance to  than  another,  it  was  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
working  classes,  and  it  was  one  of  their 
proudest  boasts  that  they  had  done 
much  to  improve  the  housinir  of  the 
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working  ofaases.     He  appealed  to  the 
Gtovernment  to  turn  their  attention  to 
some  practical  method  which  would  re- 
move what  he  thought  wns  n  difigrace  to 
this  (.-ountry  and  to  civilisatinii ;  and  he 
Ijclievod  no  Iwtter  memorial  to  the  60th 
year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  eoutd  be 
raised  than  one  that  would  bring  some 
meiuiure  of  comfort,  some  measure  nf  the 
l>enelits  the  nineteenth  century  had  con- 
ferred on  England  and  Scotland,  to  the 
country  which  had  been  too  long  the 
Cinderella  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
*Mn.  UICHAIID  M.DANE  (Fermanagh, 
N.)  regarded  it  as  a  good  omen  for  Ireland 
that  Members  from  England  and  Scot- 
laud  might  be  found  to  inquire  into 
matters  which  affected  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland.      The  fact  went  far  to  prove 
what  the  Unionist  Party  had  declared  on 
every  phitfomi,  that  this  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment was  willing  to  do  every  justice  to 
Ireland,  and  to  remedy  every  grievRnce. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  would  be  satisfied  with  the  manner 
in  which  the  question  had  been  dealt 
with,  and  would  not  press  it  to  a  division. 
Undoubtedly,  agriculture  in  Ireland .  in 
the    last    season    had    been  greatly 
depressed,     but     it     was    only  fair 
to  the  Government,  which  under  such 
great  difficulties  passed  the  land  legisla- 
tion of  last  Session,  to  wait  to  hear  w^t 
their  proposals  were  regarding  agricul- 
tural assistance  towards  Ireland  referre<l 
to  in  Her    Majesty's    Most  Gracious 
Speech.    If  the  Government  proceeded 
upon   the  lines  recommended  by  the 
Recess  Committee,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  they  might  calculate  upon  the 
co-operation  of  the  Irish  people  of  all 
classes  and  creeds,  but  if  they  proposed 
merely  to  set  up  another  Dublin  Castle 
Board  their  efforts  would  be  doomed  to 
failure.    With  reference  to  the  question 
of    the    better  housing  of  labourers  in 
IrelaiH.  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Derby,    that    country  was  at  presdnt 
groaning  under  the  weight  of  taxation 
— especially  local  taxation— and  this 
circumstance   made   Boards  of  Guar^ 
dians   most  cautious  as   regards  the 
passing    of    schemes     for  labourers' 
cottages,  local  taxation  having  already 
reached  a  point  very  little  short  of  four 
millions — ^to  be  accurate,  £3,842,000  per 
annum. 

Mb.  DENIS  KILBRIDE  (Galway, 
N.)  thanked  the  hon.  M^oober  for  Derby 
K  [7W  Daw. 
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for  his  kindly  references  to  the  position 
of  Irish  agricultural  labourers.  The 
reason  vih.y  so  many  cottages  had  been 
built  in  Leinster  and  Hunster  was  that 
there  the  majority  of  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians were  Nationalists,  and  the  reason 
why  so  few  had  been  built  in  Ulster  and 
Connaught  was  that  in  the  former  the 
majority  of  the  Guardians  belonged  to 
the  political  faith,  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Derby,  and  that  in  the  latter,  agricul- 
tiuul  labourers  were  not  at  all  m 
iiumerow  as  in  any  of  the  other  pro- 
vinces ;  and  the  Boards  of  Guardians  of 
that  province  who  were  mainly 
Nationalist  were  not  to  be  condemned 
for  the  non-working  of  the  Labourers' 
Acts.  It  had  been  pointed  out  that  one 
of  the  great  difficulties  in  the  working  of 
-these  Acts  was  the  enormous  legal  ex- 
penses. His  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Mid  Cork  had  more  than  once  intro- 
duced a  Bill  which  would  largely  get 
rid  of  those  enormous  expenses,  and  he 
hoped  that  when  th&  Bill  was  again  in- 
troduced the  hon.  Member  for  Derby 
would,  with  his  Unionist  friends,  support 
it  by  his  vote  in  the  Lobby.  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  had  stated 
that  the  Local  Government  Board, 
through  their  inspectors  and  the  district 
in^ctors  of  constabulary,  were  looking 
after  the  distress  in  the  West.  He  would 
suggest,  however,  that  those  responsible 
for  the  Guvornment  of  Irdand  should 
seek  information  from  those  who  were 
more  intimately  in  touch  with  the  people 
than  the  officials  referred  to  could  pos- 
sibly be.  Notwithstanding  the  rather 
rosy  description  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gave  of  the  condition  of  the 
people  in  Connaught,  he  could  assure 
him  that  the  potato  crop  in  several  of 
the  congested  districts  in  Connaught  had 
been  more  seriously  affected  this  year 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland.  It  was  a 
notorious  fact,  too,  that  these  people,  poor 
and  miserable  as  they  were,  were  never- 
theless very  slow  to  expose  their  poverty, 
and  above  all  to  resort  to  public  relief. 
Notwithstanding  the  statement  made  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
he  was  not  certain  that  the  Government 
would  not  find  themselves  compelled,  by 
the  necessities  of  the  situation,  to  Ins- 
tate again  this  Session  in  regard  to  Irish 
land.  The  general  condition  in  Ireland 
at  present  was  worse  than  it  hail  ever 
J/r.  Denia  KUbride.  \ 
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been  before — worse  than  in  1879,  though 
that  was  an  extremely  bad  year.  There 
was,  it  was  true,  no  immediate  danger 
of  famine  now,  but  ever  since  1879  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce  had  been 
falling,  and  no  one  could  say  that  th^ 
had  yet  touched  bottom.  The  fall  had 
been  so  great  since  1879  that  not  only 
had  the  farmer  lost  the  whole  of  the  nut 
but  60  per  cent,  of  the  capital  of  which 
he  was  then  possessed.  The  GoverD- 
nient  proponed  to  do  nothing,  because 
Ireland  wna  peaceful.  If  the  farmerg 
were  organised  now  as  they  were  in  1879 
the  answer  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Irehuid  would  have  been  very  different 
It  was  evident  that  if  the  tenant  farmm 
were  to  be  saved  they  must  save  than- 
selves.  Parliament  had  always  neglected 
every  class  and  interest  in  Irdand  until 
it  had  made  itself  felt  in  an  inconvouent 
way,  and  he  hoped  the  hon.  Membor  for 
£aat  Mayo  would  go  to  a  Division,  as  full- 
dresB  Debates  alone  would  never  extract 
anything  from  this  Government  or  any 
other.  The  hon.  Member  for  Noj-th  Fa^ 
nianafrh,  in  proof-  of  the  assertion  that 
this  Parliament  was  willing  and  able  to 
l^islate  for  all  classes  in  Ireland,  re- 
ferred to  the  proposed  measure  for  set- 
ting up  a  Board  of  Agriculture  in  Ireland. 
But  would  a  Board  of  Agriculture  pa; 
an  excessive  and  unjust  rent  for  the 
Irish  farmer!  That  was  the  whole  ques- 
tion. In  1896  the  fanners  of  Irelud, 
not  for  the  first  time,  were  unable  to  par 
the  rent  out  of  the  produce  of  the  limd. 
That  was  proved  by  tho  statements  made 
at  public  meetings  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
and  even  in  the  constituency  of  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland.  The  rent 
was  paid  out  of  capital ;  and  how  long 
was  such  a  state  of  things  to  continue  f 
The  shopkeepers  were  owed  enormous 
sums  by  the  farmers ;  and  was  it  to  be 
supposed  that  they  would  let  their  debts 
go,  so  that  the  landlords  could  take  all 
the  money  that  was  left  to  the  farmers  f 
If  the  shopkeepers  were  to  proceed  as  a 
body  at  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  in  any 
county  of  Ireland,  a  general  state  of 
bankruptcy  among  the  farmers  would  be 
brought  about.  Could  the  Attorney 
Generai  for  Ireland,  or  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Fermanagh,  or  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone,  contradict  that  as- 
sertion in  respect  of  their  own  consti* 
tuencies?  During  the  recess  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  had  saiJ  tk^t 

Digitized  by  Google 


{COMMONS 


■209  MajfH^'t  MiMt         {21  Jani: 

the  time  had  arrived  when  the  soil  of  Ire* 
land  could  no  longer  aupport  the  three 
danes  vfaich  now  substatod  on  it,  and 
that  one  of  thoae  closaeB  muat  go.  If 
that  nete  ao,  the  oloaa  which  oug^t  to 
go  ahould  not  be  the  fanners  or  the 
labouren,  but  the  landlorda,  who  were 
fewest  in  number  and  did  least  to  aid 
the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Un- 
doubtedly the  condition  of  some  of  tho 
landlords  was  hard.  They  had  inherited 
eitates  deeply  mortgaged,  and  the  land- 
lords of  the  present  day  were  suffering 
for  the  sins  of  their  predecessors  more 
thiui  for  their  own.  But  was  it  reason- 
able to  expect  that  the  farmera  and  the 
lamUords  ahould  take  tfiat  suffering  upon 
thansdvea?  He  should  refuse  to  be  a 
party  to  any  transaction  which  would  re- 
liere  the  landlords  at  the  expense  of 
dther  the  fanners  or  the  labourers. 
The  landlords  had  always  acted  in  Ire- 
land as  the  English  garrison  of  the 
country,  and  if  they  were  to  be  relieyed 
he  thought  their  relief  should  come  out 
of  the  taxes  of  England.  He  could  tell 
the  House  that  the  large  grazing  farmers 
in  hu  constituency — men  who  farmed 
KTCral  hundreds  of  acres — were  never 
in  so  bad  a  financial  condition  as  they 
now  were.  The  lands  of  most  of  these 
farmers  were  not  sufficiently  rich  to  be 
able  to  fatten  the  cattle  into  the  required 
condition  for  the  butcher.  What  the 
farmers  did  was  to  buy  store  cattle  in 
the  months  of  April  and  May,  feed  them 
during  the  summer  and  autumn,  and 
then  export  them  to  be  finished  for  the 
botcher  on  some  of  the  large  feeding 
hrsas  in  the  counties  of  Forfarshire  in 
SootUnd  and  Norfolk  in  Englimd.  In 
oonnection  with  that  matter  should 
express  bis  gratitude  to  the  Government 
for  having  last  year  prevented  the 
farmers  of  Forfarshire  and  Norfolk  from 
providing  themselves  with  store  cattle 
from  Canada  at  the  expense  of  his  con- 
stituents in  North  Galway.  The  average 
]nnfit  derived  from  the  cattle  thus  fat- 
tened was  from  10s.  to  25s.  per  head. 
Anyone  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  Irish  agriculture  knew  that  when 
graziers  had  to  be  content  with 
rach  a  small  profit  out  of  cattle  after  six 
or  aght  months  feeding  it  was  a  very 
lerunu  matter  for  tiiem  indeed.  Anothcn* 
matter  was  that  the  banks,  which  had 
for  the  last  ten  years  pven  accommo- 
daUon  to  the  graziers  in  the  krge  graz- 
ing districts  of  Leinstefj  Hunster,  and 
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Connaught,  now  refused  to  give  the 
same  amount  of  accommodation  as  in 
years  past,  and  if  they  gave  accommoda- 
tion at  all,  they  charg^  a  much  h^hw 
rate  of  interest,  because  they  had  be> 
come  convinced  that  the  same  aecority 
offered  by  the  farmers  for  the  same 
money  advanced  was  not  now  so  good 
as  it  had  been  ten  years  ago.  A  higher 
percentage  of  interest  charged  to  the 
grazier  by  the  bank  for  the  money 
needed  to  stock  his  farnk,  and  a  shrink- 
age in  the  profit  from  the  sale  of  the 
cattle,  would  soon  l>ring  theno  largo 
farmers  to  a  state  of  niin.  From  his 
knowledge  of  tho  different  classes  of 
{armors  in  three  of  the  provinces  of 
Irdand  he  declared  that  th^  were  more 
depreaaed  and  closer  to  the  brink  of 
ruin  than  ever  they  had  been  since  the 
year  1878.  In  view  of  these  facta  he 
asked  the  Government  to  seriously  take 
into  their  consideration  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  agricultural  classes  of  Ire- 
land, and  to  do  something  while  there 
was  yet  time  to  prevent  a  general  catas- 
trophe in  which  every  class  that  had  any 
connection  with  farming  in  Ireland 
would  be  involved. 

*Mr.  PATKICK  M'HUGH  <Leitrim, 
N.)  said  that  the  Irish  Members  in  sup- 
porting the  Amendment  represented  not 
only  the  Nationalists  but  also  the  Union- 
ists of  Irolani],  It  was  now  admitteil  on 
all  sides  in  Ireland  that  the  present 
judicial  rents  fixed  from  1882  up  to 
1887  had,  owing  to  the  fall  in  the  prices 
of  agricultural  produce,  become  rack 
rents.  That  fact  bad  been  admitted  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  a 
member  of  the  Government,  and,  in  his 
judgment,  the  only  menib^  of  the  Go- 
vernment who  knew  an3rthing  about  the 
condition  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ire- 
land. The  Irish  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  on  the  Treasury  Bench  opposite 
knew  nothing  about  the  condition 
of  tae  agricultural  classes  in  Ire- 
land. Neither  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasuiy,  and 
he  (Mr.  M'Hugh)  saw  little  use  in  bring- 
ing forward  argiunents  in  that  House 
if  they  were  to  be  treated  with  the  con- 
tempt and  flippancy  with  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  treated  the 
Report  of  the  Financial  Rektions  Com- 
mission recHitly  at  Manchester.  He  had 
said  that  the  Irish  Members  repre- 
sented   in    this    matter    the  Union- 
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Nationalist  and  Unionist  meeting  in 
his  own  constituency,  called  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  agrarian 
Question.  llkat  meeting  was  presided 
over  by  the  ex-Hig^  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Leitrim,  a  gentleman  who  had  op- 
posed him  at  the  General  Election  of 
1892.  A  resolution  wnn  unanimously 
carried*  calling  upon  the  landlords  of 
the  district  to  give  reductions  in  the 
rents  now  falling  due  proportionate  to 
the  fall  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce  ;  declaring 
that  the  Land  Act  of  last  year  was  of 
no  practical  value  to  that  district,  as  it 
gave  no  immediate  relief  to  the  general 
body  of  the  tenantry ;  calling  for  the 
introduction  of  a  Measure  this  year 
amending  the  Land  Acts  in  respect  to 
judicial  terms,  arrears,  pre-emption,  and 
improvements  made  by  tenants ;  and 
expressing  the  conviction  that  the  Irish 
Land  Question  could  not  be  satisfac- 
torily settled  until  the  sale  of  lands  in 
the  hands  of  the  landlords  was  enforced 
by  law.  He  told  his  constituents  at 
that  meeting  that  the  Government  would 
do  nothing  of  the  kind.  They  did  not 
expect  justice  from  the  Government. 
They  could-  only  bring  these  matters  be- 
fore the  House,  and  if  the  Government 
insisted  upon  doing  nothing,  and  driving 
the  people  to  exasperation,  it  was  upon 
the  heads  of  the  Govemmcnt  that  the 
guilt  would  rest.  It  was  said  in  18(>6 
by  the  late  Mr.  John  Bright,  in  Dublin, 
that  nothing  had  ever  been  got  from  the 
House  of  Commons  except  by  terror, 
and  it  was  stated  by  the  present  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  England,  Lord  Itussell, 
at  tite  Pnrnell  ConimisBion,  that  all  legis- 
lation cjime  for  Ireland  when  it  waa  too 
late.  Ue  feared  that  the  legislation 
demanded  by  the  resolution  of  his  con- 
stituents would  not  be  given  until  it  was 
too  late,  and  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  present  Ministry  to  retard  that 
l^slation  until  the  people  were  driven 
to  exasperation,  or,  perhaps,  to  crime. 
He  did  not  think  that  sufficirat 
attention  had  been  given  to  the 
remarkable  speech  delivered  by  the 
Parhamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  at  Caledon  on 
the  29th.  of  October  last.  He  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  was  going 
to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion 
that  evening,  or  whether  he  had 
one  voice  for  his  constituents  and 
Mr.  Patrick  M*lTuffh. 


another  voice  for  the  place  he  noir 
occupied  oii  the  Treasury  Bench. 
In  that  speech  he  said  that  thiere  mi 
not  an  article  of  produce-sold  by  an  Irish 
farmer  which  had  not  fallen  in  price,  and 
while  the  price  of  produce  had  been  fall- 
ing"the  cost  of  production  had  gradually 
gone  up.  If  the  price  of  agricultural 
produce  had  been  falling,  the  natural 
consequence  should  be  that  rents  alio 
should  fall.  The  hon.  Gentleman  asreed 
that  there  was  an  extraordinary  tall  in 
the  prices  of  wheat,  potatoes,  barley, 
(lax,  and  other  commodities,  and  said 
that  the  only  produce  of  the  farm  which 
kept  up  its  price  was  cattle.  He  should 
like  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  why  be 
made  a  statement  of  that  kind  without 
studying  the  focts.  He  hod  consulted  a 
recognised  authority,  Thom's  Almanac, 
which  showed  the  prices  of  cattle  at  the 
great  fair  of  Ballinasloe  for  the  vean 
1882  and  1896.  He  found  that  in  'l882 
the  number  of  cattle  sold  at  that  fair 
was  16,681 ;  in  1896  it  was  only  11.506. 
In  the  class  of  oxen  No.  1,  in  1882  the 
price  was  £23  ;  in  1896  it  was  £16;  in 
Class  2  in  1882,  £20;  in  1896,  £13  lOs.; 
in  Claas  3  in  1882,  £16;  in  189G, 
£10  l7a.Gd.  :in  Class  4.  in  1882  £U  10k.  : 
in  1896,  £9  IDs.  In  heifers,  Ohias  1. 
the  price  in  1882  was  £23  lOs. ;  in  1896, 
£15 ;  in  Class  2  in  1882.  £20 ;  in  1896, 
£12  12s.  6d. ;  in  dasa  3  in  1882,  £lf ; 
in  1896,  £10  128.  6cl. ;  in  Class  4  in 
1882,  £1.-);  and  in  1896,  £8  128.  M. 
The  total  prices  of  this  class  of  cattle 
was  in  1882  £148.  and  in  1896  £96  I.'is., 
Bhowng  a  reJuttion  of  34i  per  cent.  It 
was  therefore  necessary,  in  order  to  do 
justice  to  the  tenantrfarmefs  of  Ireland, 
that  they  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  goiug  at  once  into  the  Courts 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  judicial 
rents  revised,  in  view  of  thu  fall 
in  prices.  The  hon.  Mfflnber  (Mr. 
Russell)  referred  to  the  Committee  which 
was  appointed  under  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  said  that  one  of  the  main  re- 
commendations in  its  report,  and  one 
which  he  supported,  was  a  reduction  in 
the  length  of  the  judicial  term.  He  said 
to  his  constituents  that  what  was  of  vital 
importance  was  that  the  term  now  run- 
ning should  terminate  at  the  end  of  ten 
years,  the  object  being  to  bring  imme- 
diate relief  to  those  who  had  their  rents 
fixed  for  15  years.  He  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  faoiu-McmbeB  for  South 
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Tvroue  still  adhered  to  that  opiiiioii,  and 
whether  he  would  give  the  Goreninient 
the  benefit  of  his  advice  on  the  matter. 
He  thought  that  if  .  the  hon.  Member 
fniled  to  come  forward  and  state  to  the 
House  the  opinions  to  wMch  he  gave  bx- 
premaa  before  his  constituents,  his  coii- 
stitueotB  should  coU  upon  him  to  resign, 
because  he  would  no  longer  represent 
them.  They  could  not  forget  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  although 
he  represented  an  agricultural  consti- 
tuency, was  also  a  placeman  of  the  pre- 
sent Government,  and  had  thought  it 
necessary  to  tell  his  constituents  not  to 
be  annoyed  at  the  refusal  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  grant  a  reduction  on  the  judi- 
cial term*  because  the  difficulty  of  the 
judicial  term  would  pass  away  in  a  year 
or  two.  Yes,  but  in  a  year  or  two 
thousands  and  thousands  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  would  also  have  passed  away. 
[/rish  r/ieerg.^  In  his  own  county  the 
population  in  1841  was  155,21)7  :  at  the 
last  census  it  was  78,618  ;  und  the  esll- 
niated  population  in  1895  was  72,000. 
The  fire  hai  gone  out  on  no  less  than 
10,117  hearthstones  in. the  county  of 
Leittim,  and  it  was  the  refusal  of  the 
Ibi^ish  Government  to  deal  with  thb 
pressing  necessities  of  the  situation  in 
Ireland  which  rendered  it  impossible  fur 
prosparity  to  exiHt  in  that  amntry. 
The  .  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Kussell) 
delivered  a  speech  in  that  House 
on  the  21st  March,  1888,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  said  that  by  not 
dealing  with  the  arrears  of  rent  the 
tenants  were  absolutely  deprived  of  the 
very  le^latiou  passed  for  their  benefit, 
th^  were  never  allowed  to  go  into  Court, 
th^  were  threatened  and  bullied  by  the 
before  th^  went  in,  and  these 
airears  were  held  over  their  heads  in 
order  to  prevent  them  from  going  into 
Court  to  get  a  fair  rent.  Did  the  hon. 
Member,  now  that  he  was  a  placeman, 
stili  adhere  to  that  statement !  Or  did 
he  support  the  Government  in  its  re- 
fusal to  deal  with  the  question  of  an  ears .' 
By  the  Crofters'  Act  the  Crofters'  Com- 
mission were  empowered  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  arrears  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  and  he  found  from  their,  re- 
port.for  1894  that  in  the. county  of 
ArgyU,  wlie^e  the  total  «moq(ti  Of  arrears 
of  tenant  crofters  was  £'2S5  18s.  Id.,  the 
Commissioners  cancelled  £liQ  18a.  2d., 


or  62.27  per  cent.  In  Inverness  the  per- 
centage of  arreara  cancelled  was  62.75. 
Why  should  not  the  Government  give  to 
the  Land  Commission  in  Ireland  power  to 
deal  with  arrears  similar  to  the  power 
i  conferred  upon  the  Crofters*  Commission 
in  the  Highaldn's  of  Scotlaadi  They 
must  remember  that  all  these  arrears 
were,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  residue'  of 
rack  rents,  and  many  men,  who  were 
now  unable  to  get  judicial  rents  fixed, 
were,  by  right  and  justice,  the  sole 
owners  of  the  lands  they  occupied,  be- 
cause they  had  bought  them  out  over 
and  over  again.  The  Land  Act  of  last 
Session  was  entirely  defective.  It  gave 
compensation  for  improvements  made 
since  18i>().  But  thousands,  and  per- 
haps milUons,  of  capital  were  sunk  by 
farm  tenants  prior  1850  in  improve- 
!  nients  on  farms  which  now  their  chil- 
;  dren  occupied.  Unless  it  could  be  clearly 
i  proved  that  the  improvements  were  made 
at  the  expense  of  the  landlord,  it  should 
be  assumed  that  they  were  made  by  the 
tenant  whether  before  or  after  1850.  In 
speaking  of  the  right  of  the  tenant  to 
the  value  of  his  improvements,  the' late- 
Mr.  John  Bright,  speaking  in  this  House 
in  1881,  said— 

"  If  all  tlie  tenants  liare  done  were  gwept  off 
the  suil,  and  all  the  landlords  luve  done  were 
left  upoQ  it,  the  land  would  be  on  bare  of 
houeea  and  barns,  fences  and  geiieral  oultiva- 
tion  SB  it  vm  in  preliistoric  times.  It  wouM 
be  an  bsre  m  tlie  Aiiiericun  prairie  where  the 
tndiun  now  ruanis  and  where  me  white  man  has 
never  trod." 

That  was  the  position  of  affairs  in  Ire- 
land, and  he  was  certain  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  (who  really 
knew  something  about  this  question  ot 
agriculture  in  Ireland)  would  thorough^ 
agree  that  the  improvements  before 
185U  should  be  considered,  until  the  con- 
trary was  provetl,  to  he  the  work  of  the 
tenant  in  occupation.  The  Act  of  1890, 
regarded  as  a  settlement  of  the  Irish 
Land  Question,  was  a  fraud  and  a  sham. 
It  afforded  no  relief  to  the  vast  majority 
of  the  judicial  tenants.  It  was  simply 
a  makeshift,  and  unless  the  Government 
had  no  regard  for  social  order  in  Irekml 
or  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  they  would 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act.  Irish 
liTationalists  did  not  expect  justice  from 
the  Qpvemment.  But  whether  they  ex- 
pected it  or  not,  they  would  demand  it, 
and    if    the    result    of   the  apathy 
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and  callousness  of  the  Government 
towards  the  suffering  people  of  Ireland 
was  to  brinp  back  the  reign  of  crime 
in  the  country,  upon  their  heads 
would  be  the  blame.  [''Hear,  hear  I  "]  j 
*Thb  attorney  general  fob 
IRELAND  (Mft.  John  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.),  replying  on  behalf  of  the 
OoTeriiment,  said  he  would  not  follow 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  into  the 
many  topics  upon  which  he  touched  in  his 
discursire  speech.  He  would  only  men- 
tion them  to  put  them  aside.  The  hon. 
Member  condemned  the  proposed  Board 
of  Agriculture,  ajid,  apparently,  one  of 
his  reasons  for  so  doing  was  that  he  as- 
sumed it  would  be  founded  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  Recess  Committee  and  con- 
taminated by  the  connection.  It  was  , 
but  natural  that,  ns  he  had  been  un- 
measured in  his ,  condemnation  of  the 
Recess  Committee,  he  should  equally  con- 
demn by  anticipation  any  Bill  likely  to 
bo  founded  upon  it. 

Mb.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.),  said 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  was  quite 
mistaken.  He  said  he  would  fsrive  no 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  It 
might  be  one  to  which  he  could  give  h.h 
Bupi>urt. 

*Thi{  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  thought  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  hon.  Member  might 
have  reserved  his  criticisms  until  the  Bill 
for  establishing  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
was  before  the  House,  and  it  would  be 
time  enough  then  to  see  whether  it  was  . 
based  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Recess  Committee  or  not.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  or  task  to  defend  the  Recess 
Committee  or  the  reconnnendations  it 
made ;  but  he  could  not  help  saying  that 
he  thought  the  Committee  had  done 
great  service  in  this — that  it  had  laid 
before  the  public  n  mass  of  most  useful  in- 
formation, and  bad  endeavoured  also  to 
turn  the  minds  of  Irishmen  aside  from 
that  perennial  wrangle  that  went  on  as 
to  the  sharing  of  the  diminished  products 
of  the  Irish  m\\  between  landh>rd  and 
tenant,  to  the  moi-e  healthy  object  of  en- 
deavouring to  increase  the  general  output 
of  agricultural  production,  enhance  its 
value,  and  regain  for  Ireland  the 
markets  she  had  lost.  He  would 
not  refer  to  the  hon.  Member's  remarks 
on  the  Financial  Relations  Commission. 
A  day  had  been  promised  on  which  there  | 
would  be  a  full  and  ample  discussion  of } 
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the  subject.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  congratulated  himself  upon  tKe 
union  that  had  taken  place  in  Ireland 
amongst  politicians  of  opposite  schools, 
i  He  did  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Mran* 
ber  anticipated  that  the  appeal  to  his 
allies  to  make  a  considerable  reduction 
in  their  rents  would  have  the  effect  of 
cementing  or  perpetuating  that  union. 
For  himself  he  thought  it  would  have  the 
opposite  effect.  He  would  not  dweU  at 
any  length  on  the  question  of  the  evicted 
tenants.  It  was  debated  last  year  on  the 
Land  Act.  As  the  matter  stood,  it  was 
but  fair  to  say  that  imder  existing  legis- 
lation every  facility  that  could  be  given 
had  "been  given  towards  the  reconciliation 
and  the  reinstatement  of  the  evicted 
,  tenants,  except  one,  that  public  funds 
had  not  been  advanced  for  the  purpose. 
The  House  last  year  pronounced  a  defi- 
nite decision  on  the  propriety  or  ad- 
visability of  making  any  such  advance. 
But,  although  the  advance  hod  not  been 
made,  he  was  happy  to  think  that  n^o* 
tiations  had  gone  on,  and  in  many  cases 
had  terminated  successfully.  Under  the 
I3th  Section  of  the  Land  Act  of  1891 
162  applications  were  sanctioned,  and 
purchase  money  to  the  amount  of 
£86,669  was  advanced.  Section  13  was 
re-enncted  in  the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ire- 
land) Amendment  Act,  1895,  for  a  fur- 
ther period  of  six  months.  Under  that 
re-enactment  186  applications  were  re- 
ceived, of  which  three  were  refused,  83 
.  had  been  sanctioned,  the  purchase  money 
being  £39,585,  and  101  applications 
were  still  pending.  Under  Section  47 
of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896,  369 
applications  had  been  received  from  127 
different  estates.  In  183  of  these  casea 
objections  had  been  received,  two  appli- 
cations had  been  withdrawn,  45  had  been 
refused,  eight  consents  had  been  received, 
and  128  applications  were  still  pending. 

Mr.  JOHN  MOKLEY  (Montrose 
Burghs)  asked  how  many  transactions 
had  been  carried  through  succmsfully. 
*TnK  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  nm 
IRELAND  was  understood  to  say  there 
had  been  none,  but  there  was  every 
progpect  of  the  Acts  of  last  year  leading, 
if  not  to  an  entire  cure,  to  a  great  ame- 
lioration of  the  position. 

Mb.  J.  J.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County. 
X.)  asked  whether,  in  the  128  ca^es  still 
I  pending,  the  time  for  objecting  \iy  the 
}  landlords  had  passed. 
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•Tub    ATTOHNEY    GENEllAL    tor  I 
IRELAND  replied  that  the  return  on  the 
Bubjet-t  did  not  give  that  information. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  went  on 
to  describe  the  present  condition  of  agri- 
culture in  Ireland  as  full  of  alarm  and 
(Ui^er  and  said  no  Irish  Member  of  Par- 
liament would  deny  that  there  existed  in 
Ireland  a  widespread  feeling  of  alarm  in 
regard  to  the  agrarian  situation.  The 
huu.  Member  seemed  to  labour  under  an 
almost  chronic  apprehension  of  famine, 
because    he    said    he    had  brought 
this  question  again  and  again  before  the 
House  for  the  last  1 2  years,  and  he  pre- 
sumed he  had  prophesied  that  disasters 
were  likely  to  follow.    Happily,  he  ha-l 
been  a  false  prophet.    When  the  hon. 
Member  said  the  condition  of  Ireland  was 
one  that  caused  great  alarm,  he  spoke 
incautiously.    The  oi^^  of  the  party  of 
Irish  Nation^ists  who  did  not  follow ! 
the    hon.    Member,    but    who,    he  | 
would  scarcely  deny,  had  as  thorough ! 
a  knowledge  of  the  condition    of    Ire- ! 
land,  juid   as   warm  a  sympathy  with  j 
Iriiih  wrong  and  suffering  as  himself  or ! 
any  hon.  Members  ,who    followed    his  i 
Icjwieruhip,  dealt  with  this  queBtion  in  j 
October  189G.    United  Ireland,  ref er- 1 
ring  to  the  "  advocacy  of  famine  "  by  the  j 

journal  which  represented    the  hon. 
Member's  Party,  said : 

"  C»nidtleriii^  the  wIkiIc  nituatiun.  as  re(;ardii 
the  mips,  tlie  outlook  ia  not  a  good  one,  nor 
is  it  im|nVTed  wtien  tlie  prices  of  cattle  and 
otber  fsnn  stock  are  taken  into  sccoont.  .  . 
While  we  say  tliis,  however,  we  must  strongly 
Goodemn  the  effort  now  being  made  by  the 
wgan  of  Wliiggery  to  create  a  panic  and  to 
■pread  abroad  the  impression  tnat  a  fomine 
ii  threatened.  This  is  the  moat  reprehensible 
kiiid  of  uonsense,  and  what  the  object  of  those 
who  are  engineering  the  '  scare  *  can  be  we 
Guutot  form  an  idea.  A  partial  failure  of  the 
crops  and  depressed  prices  no  longer  spell 
fimine  in  Irelaul,  and  the  snggestion  that 
'  prucesaes.  decrees,  and  evictions  are  the  order 
CH  the  day '  is  as  silly  an  exaggeration  as  ever 
came  from  the  same  silly  source.  The  txedit 
of  the  merchants,  shopkeepers,  and  farmen  of 
Ir^nd  was  hardly  ev&  better  than  it  is  now. 
U  it  the  object  of  the  Whig  organ  to  destroy 
that  credit  by  prodaiminff  that  the  country 
is  on  the  verge  funiner' 

He  thought  he  was  right  in  assuming 
that  whether  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo 
iras  right  or  wrong,  he  could  not  say  that 
there  was  that  identity  of  view  between 
all  members  of  the  Irish  National  Party 
which  the  passage  from  his  speech  would 
lead  the  House  to  suppose.    ["  Hear,  | 


hearl"]  The  information  in  possession 
of  the  Government  really  amounted  to 
this :  Ireland,  of  course,  during  the  past 
year  had  not  escaped  from  the  depres- 
sion of  agricultural  prices  that  England 
had  suffered)  but  there  had  been  no 
such  great  decline  in  agricultural  prices 
as  souLe  Members  would  seek  to  lead  the 
House  to  believe.  Taking  all  the  articles 
given  in  the  return  from  the  Land  Com- 
mission for  1896,  there  had  been  an  in- 
crease in  some  of  the  products  and  a 
decrease  in  others — there  being  a 
decrease  in  nine  and  an  increase 
in  six.  Three  of  the  cases  ia 
which  there  was  an  increase  were  wheat, 
oats  and  butter,  and  there  had  also  been 
an  increase  in  the  value  of  hay  and  wool 
and  sheep  and  lambs.  Although  there 
had  been  a  decrease  in  the  prices 
of  |N}tatoe8  and  pork,  and  other 
articles,  it  was  by  no  means  of  such  a 
high  percentage  as  hon.  Members  had 
suggested.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  In  addition 
to  that  he  found  that,  althoi^rfa  the  large 
farmers  had  suffered  something  hv  the 
dediiia  in  prices,  the  small  fanners 
apparently  had  been  better  able  to 
weather  the  storm.  In  the  extreme 
Wt'st  uf  Ireland,  no  doubt,  there  wcri> 
districts  where  theit;  was  cxcepthmal  and 
sporadic  distresH,  as  was  idinost  always 
the  case  ;  but  these  were  cases  which  tlio 
ordinary  administration  of  the  Poor  Law 
was  entirely  cum|)etent  to  meet  and  deal 
with.  The  otticials  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  when  the  first  symptoms 
manifested  themselves,  directed  their 
personal  attention  to  the  matter,  ai^  if 
there  was  any  necessity  for  any  excep- 
tional treatment  the  Government  would 
be  informed  of  it  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "}  He  had 
also  to  mention  that  rents  were  seldom 
better  pai<l  than  they  had  been  during 
the  pant  year,  and  that  ejectments 
had  Iteen  fewer  than  at  any  time 
during  the  last  live  years.  The 
total  number  of  ejectments  or  notices 
served  last  year  wus  4,773,  as  against 
G,5uG  for  189<'J,  and  the  number 
of  actual  evictions  during  1896  was  only 
695.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  The  hon.  Member 
for  North  Galway  sjiid  that  the  rent  was 
only  paid  out  of  capital,  and  at  the  same 
time  he  said  that  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Ireland  had  been  getting  worse 
and  worse  every  year  for  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years.    CertuiiJy  the  Irish  farmer 
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must  be  a  Btraiige  individual  if  year  by 
year  he  couW  continue  to  pay  rent  out 
of  capital,  and  yet,  although  prices  were 
llow,  that  the  production    should  not 
diminish.    This  capital,  like  the  cruse 
of  oil,  seemed  to  be  inexhaustible,  for  it 
did  not  diminish,  notwithstanding  that 
year  by  year  rent  mtui  paid  out  of  it. 
The  Goveniment,  therefore,  did  not 
recognise  anything  in  the  condition  of 
Ireland  which  would  induce  them  to 
depart  from  the  conclusions  which  they 
had  come  to  during  the  discussions  on  the 
Land  Act  of  last  year,  either  as  to  the 
treatment  of  the  evicted  tenants  or  as  to 
shortening  the  duration  of  the  judicial 
tenn.    For  reasons  which  were  then 
deemed  quite  adequate  the  Government 
and  the  House  determined  tliat  the  term 
should  not  l>e  shortened.  Hon.  Members 
must  recollect   that   if   they  adopted  | 
an  Act,  like  the  Act  of  1881,  providing  | 
that  rents  must  be  fixed  for  a  period,  if  j 
that  l^islation  was  to  have  any  meaning, 
rents  could  not  be  altered  yearly  as  dis- 
tress overtook  tenants,  unless  by  abate- 
ments made  by  the  landlonis.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  had  said  that  he  re- 
peated and  reiterated  his  condemnation 
of  the  Land  Act  of  last  year,  and  he  said 
that  that  Land  Act  was  not  a' final  settle- 
ment of  all  i^rarian  questions  in  Ireland. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  was  ever  sug- 
gested that  it  was  a  final  settlement  of 
all  agrarian  questions.    If  that  was  su^ 
frested  it  would  be  a  strange  thing,  for 
this  year  iu  the  Queen's  Speech  it  vtit  ; 
announced  that  n  measure  was  to  lie  in-  | 
troduced  to  orente  an  Agricultural  Board  I 
in  Ireland,  for  the  special  purpose  of 
applying  itself  to  some  of  the  agrarian 
questions  of  Irelund.    The  Land  Act  of 
last  year  purported  to  remove  some  of 
the  objections  and  imperfections  in  the 
Act  of  18.S1  ;  it  endeavoured  to  put  the 
law  in  reference  to   tenants'  improve-  [ 
meats  on  a  rational  and  more  satisfactory  1 
footing  ;  to  bring  within  the  letter  of  the  ' 
Act  of  1881  tenants  that  were  within  I 
its    spirit,    but    by    the    interpreta- ' 
lion  of  its  language  had  been  held 
to  be  excluded    from    its    letter.  It 
also  endeavoured  to  promote  and  give 
further  facilities  for  purchiise  :  it  sought  | 
to  idcreane  the  pi>nTi>-  and  strengthen  ■ 
the   hands  '»f  tlie  ConiTL-Hfed  Districts 
Board,  and,  despite  (he  condenination  . 
of  the  hi»n.  Membel'  for  East  Mayo,  'as  ' 
fur  as  he  could  read  the  signs  of  public 
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opinion,  it  had  succeeded  in  many  ot 
these  objects  to  the  satisfaction  of  hun- 
dreds of  the  tenantry  of  Ireland.  [Cheert.] 
The  hon.  Member  went  on  to  nig^eit  that 
the  only  remedy  for  this  condition  of 
things  was  first  of  all  a  reduction,  on  a 
very  large  scale,  of  rents  all  over  Ireland 
— with  that  he  had  already  dealt.  He 
next  suggested,  with  r^ard  to  the  con- 
gested districts,  that  there  should  be  an 
extended  scheme  of  migration  put  into 
force.  He  would  remind  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  the  only  emigration  scheme  tried 
to  any  extent  by  any  person  but  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  was  by  no  means 
a  success,  notwithstanding  the  glamour  of 
Mr.  Parnell's  name.  The  Congerted 
Districts  Board  had  power  to  effect 
migration,  and  they  had  exercised  thcM 
powers  in  two  or  three  cases.  Th^  had 
bought  Clare  Island  and  anoth^  estate, 
to  which  th^  had  transferred  some  of 
the  tenantry  from  the  more  crowded  dis- 
tricts. But  they  found  that  the  price 
they  would  have  to  pay  to  buy  land  for 
the  purpose  of  transferring  tenants  from 
other  districts  was  so  enormous  that 
practically  all  their  funds  would  be  ab- 
sorbed in  carrying  out  this  policy  on  any 
extended  scale.  Every  facility  was  given 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  in  this 
direction  by  the  Land  Act,  for  they  were 
able  to  purchase  land  to  the  capitalised 
value  of  the  sum  yearly  paid  to  them, 
and  £1,800,000  was  the  capital  they  had 
now  available  for  that  purpose.  The 
hon.  Member  referred  to  the  Anua^ 
cases.  He  had  not,  in  the  short  interval 
that  had  elapsed  between  the  time  that 
speech  was  delivered  and  the  present 
moment,  been  enabled  to  obtain  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  these  cases,  but  even 
if  the  facts  were  exactly  as  the  hon. 
Member  stated,  it  was  quite  inevitable 
that  as  long  as  they  had  a  Court  of 
Appeal,  if  they  added  the  number  of 
dissentients  in  that  Court  to  the  number 
of  persons  whose  decisions  were  under 
review,  they  might  always  get  a  majority 
against  the  view  that  ultimately  pre- 
vailed. That  obtained  in  every  case. 
Say  a  Court  consisted  of  three  Judges 
and  an  appeal  went  from  them  to  a 
Court,  of  three  Judges.  If  on  the  appeal 
one  Judge  agreed  with  the  Court  below 
and  two  of  them  disagreed,  the  opinion 
of  the  two  would  prevail.  And  tct  it 
would  be  two  Judges  who  would  settle 
the  lav  one  way  as  against  four  who 
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thought  the  law  should  be  different.  The 
Land  Commission  took  the  greatest  care 
and  trouble  to  select  the  men  in  whom 
tlief  had  the  most  confidence  as  being 
beat  able  to  perform  the  duties  of 
Land  Valuers,  and,  of  course,  they 
acted  upon  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Gonrt  in  addition  to  the  evidence  of  the 
Tahur.  The  hon.  Member  for  Derby 
had  eipressed  the  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
the  houaii^  of  the  agricultural  labourers. 
He  would  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
it  was  the  Government  of  1891  that 
brought  in  a  Bill  enabling  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  supersede  local 
gusnlians,  who  were  obstinate  and 
vould  not  put  into  openition  the 
benetictal  le^sliition  embodied  in 
the  Labourers  Acts.  Then,  again, 
the  Act  of  last  year  was  passed  by  which 
the  machinery  of  the  Labourers  Acts  was 
made  to  work  more  smoothlT,  more 
expeditiously,  and  more  economiually. 
The  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
had  referred  again  and  again  to  what  he 
said  was  the  effect  of  the  Act  of  last  year 
in  preventing  a  tenant  who  was 
in  arrear  with  his  rent  from  going 
into  Court  and  having  a  fair  rent 
fixed.  He  confessed  that  he  was  tmable 
to  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
conclusion  at  which  he  had  arrived 
upon  that  [>oint,  because,  in  his 
view,  a  tenant,  however  much  ,  m 
arrear,  might  go  into  Court  and 
have  a  fair  rent  fired.  ["'  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
Under  that  Act  it  was  perfectly  useless 
for  a  landlord  to  go  into  Court  with  the 
idea  that  he  could  obtain  a  decree  of 
ejectment  merely  because  his  tenant  was 
in  arrear  with  his  rent.  It  appeared  to 
him,  therefore,  that  the  complaint  of  the 
hon.  Member  was  really  unfounded,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
tenant  from  taking  advantage  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1K81  as  amended 
by  the  subsequent  Irish  Land  Acts. 
["Hear,  heari"]  He  thought  that, 
having  made  that  statement,  he  had  said 
sU  that  w»*  uecessaiy  upon  the  subject. 
Therefore,  ^otwithstandii^  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  Member,  he  hoped  that 
the  efforts  which  the  present  Irish 
GoTcniment  were  making,  and  were 
making  sincerely  i<f  promote  the  peace, 
happiness,  and  progress  of  Ireland,  would 
Qui  be  cursed  with  the  disaster  which 


the  hon.  Gentleman  hod  foretold  they 
would  result  in.    ["Hear,  hear  I"] 

Mr.  Sbbjbant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone, 
N.)  said  he  thought  it  would  be  a  lament- 
able thing  if  the  House  were  to  remain 
under  the  impression  that  the  Irish 
tenants,  or  Irish  people  generally,  were 
satisHed  with  the  Land  Act  of  last  year, 
and,  therefore,  he  hoped  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  would  not  yield  to  the 
appeals  made  to  him  not  to  press  his 
Amendment  to  a  division.  The  feeling 
in  Ireland  with  regard  to  the  Land  Act 
was  not  confined  to  any  particular  class, 
and  it  was  of  general  and  intense  dis- 
appointment. He  did  not  believe  the 
Attorney  General,  fur  Ireland  had 
answered  the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo.  He  had  not  been 
able  to  show  that  in  point  of  fact  the 
condition  of  the  tenantry  of  Ireland  had. 
been  bettered  by  the  legislation  of  lost 
Session.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  It  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  the  House  should 
record  its  opinion  upon  this  question,  and 
to  show  that  hon.  Members  sympathised 
with  what  was  coiteeded  to  be  the  case, 
that  the  prospects  of  the  'farmers  of 
Ireland  this  year  and  last  winter  were 
worse  than  they  had  been  for  many 
preceding  years.  He  confessed  that  he 
thought  it  was  hardly  reasonable  of  the 
Attorney  General  to  try  and  throw  the 
apple  of  discord  among  Members  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  by  referring, 
to  an  article  which  appeared  in  United 
'.  Ireland  as  far  bock  as  last  October, 
I  b^ore  the  result  of  the  harvest  could  be 
i  sufficiently  known,  and  before  it  could  be 
I  ascertained  whether  it  was  or  was  not  to 
be  a  year  of  distress.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
The  Government  had  to  admit  the  fact 
that  agricultural  produce  and  the  price 
of  produce  had  both  fallen  in  a  tre- 
mendous degree.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  What 
he  found  fault  with  in  the  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne  was  that  there 
was  no  reference  to  remedial  measures 
for  Ireland,  except  the  reference  to  an 
Agricultural  Board,  which  he  supposed 
was  intended  to  be  one  of  those  sops  and 
doles  which  had  been  oocasionatly  thrown 
out  to  satisfy  the  starving  people. 
["Hear,  hear!  "]  The  Land  Act  of  last 
year  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  final 
Measure,  and  never  would  be.  It '  was 
no  answer  to  the  state  of  things  in 
Ireland  for  the  Attorney  Geueral  to  talk 
of  a  perennial  wrangle  going  on  in  the 
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House  with  regard  to  the  wrongs  of 
freland.  A  Btarving  and  imporeriBhed 
people  must  always  raise  their  voices  in 
i.n  assembly  from  which  they  hoped  to 
get  justice,  and  that  voice  could  not  be 
silenced  by  a  jibe  or  a  sneer  at  a  peren- 
nial wrangle.  ["Hear,  heart"]  What 
did  the  case  of  the  Government  come-to  on 
this  subject  1  The  right  bun.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  said  that 
,the  proviBioiiB  o(  the  Kvicted  Tenants 
Act  had  been  successful.  But  he  had 
only  shown  in  the  case  of  127  estates 
46  proposals  were  refused,  and  that  in 
eight  cases  only  the  landlords  had 
given  their  consent  to  them.  Did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  rely  upon 
those  figures  as  proof  of  the  Buocessful 
operation  of  the  Act}  ["  Hear,  bear  1 "] 
He  said  he  thought  that  when  his  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  saw  that  figure 
8  he  would  have  crumpled  up  the  paper 
and  thrown  it  aside  rather  than  have 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it. 
With  regard  to  the  remaining  128  the 
Attorney  General  did  not  know  whether 
the  time  had  elapsed  or  not  for  the  land- 
iord  to  state  whether  he  objected  or 
otherwise.  So  far  as  the  evicted  clauses 
went  the  allegation  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man below  the  gangway  had  been  fully 
sustained.  What  were  the  other  figures 
relied  upon  by  the  Attorney  General? 
Of  15  articles  of  agricultural  produce  he 
saw  the  price  of  nine  had  decreased,  and 
of  six  increased.  If  the  price  of  nine 
articles  of  produce  had  decreased  how 
could  the  tenant  be  expected  to  pay  the 
old  rent.  Amongst  the  six  articles  was 
wheat,  and  wheat  was  a  crop  on  which 
the  tenants  in  Ireland  never  had  relied 
and  never  would  or  could  rely.  The  ton. 
Members  for  North  Galway  and  North 
Leitrim,  who  had  lately  addressed  the 
House,  were  practical  farmers,  and  they 
had  declared  from  bitter  experience  that 
it  was  impossible  to  make  anything  like 
a  reasonable  rent  out  of  the  land  in  the 
face  of  the  existing  prices.  His  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  toM  the 
House  that  rents  wo-e  being  well  paid. 
What  evidence  did  he  rely  upon  ?  There 
were  no  returns  shnwing  how  rents  had 
been  paid,  this  or  any  other  winter.  He 
had  had  the  opportunity  lately  of  speak- 
ing with  many  people  in  Ireland,  and  he 
believed  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
rents  were  being  well  paid.  That  was 
not  from  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the 
J/r.  SeTjmnt  Jfemphifl. 


tenant,  but  simply  because  the  times 
were  too  hard  to  enable  the  men  to  pay 
their  rents.  The  Irish  tenants  had  for 
a  long  time  tried  to  drag  out  a  wretched 
existence  on  soil  the  produce  of  which 
left  them  nothing  to  subsist  upon  if  they 
met  the  exactions  of  their  landlords.  Ire- 
land had  been  over-rented  for  years.  It 
still  was  over-rented,  and  the  only  pos- 
sible means  of  remedying  matters  was 
sternly  refused  by  the  Government  and 
the  House  last  year,  when  they  rejected 
the  Amendment  by  which  rents  could 
have  been  revised  every  ten  years.  Would 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  tell 
the  House  that  the  farmers  of  Tyrone 
were  satisfied  with  the  present  state  of 
things?  Would  he  tell  the  House  that 
those  men  were  satisfied  to  languish  year 
after  year  under  a  rent  which  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  payl  The  hon. 
Member  ai^ed  that  rents  could  be  re* 
vised  in  two,  three,  or  four  years.  Yes, 
but  in  the  meantime  the  tenants  might 
have  emigrated  or  died  in  their  wretched 
holdings.  There  never  was  a  greater  mis- 
take committed  by  any  Government 
than  that  committed  by  the  present  Gov- 
ernment when  they  refused  the  Amend- 
ment to  allow  rents  to  be  revised  every 
ten  years.  With  regard  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Act,  the  Attorney 
General's  figures  were  equally  unsatis- 
factory. His  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  admitted  that  the  clauses  of  that 
Act  had  only  been  applied  with  any  de- 
gree of  success  in  two  or  three  cases. 
What  could  demonstrate  more  plau^y 
the  failure  of  that  legislation  than  such 
a  statement?  It  was  quite  true  the  fact 
of  there  being  arrears  did  not  prevent  a 
rent  being  fixed,  but  the  fact  of  there 
being  arrears  was  taken  into  account  in 
measuring  the  rent  when  there  was  a 
question  of  purchase.  Then  his  nght 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  seemed  to  think 
the  7th  Section  of  the  Act  of  1887  was 
not  a  subject  of  complaint.  That  clause 
was  known  throughout  Ireland  as  the 
eviction-made-easy  clause.  The  poison 
of  it  was  that  if  a  man  was  evicted  for 
non-payment  of  rent  and  re-admitted  as 
caretaker,  he  was  debarred  from  the 
benefit  of  the  Land  Act ;  he  was  in  the 
position  of  a  future  tenant,  and  could 
not  have  his  rent  revised.  These  were 
reasons  why  he  trusted  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  would  press  his 
Amendment  to  a  Division.   By  dividing 
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they  would  show  that  there  were  Irish, 
Scotch  and  English  Members  who  sym- 
pathised  with  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  and 
who  still  held  out  the  hope  that  their 
sad  position  might  at  no  veiy  distant 
date  be  changed. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  thought 
the  most  momentous  event  in  Ireland 
during  the  recess  was  the  judgment  of 
Mr.  Justice  Bewley  in  respect  to  the 
agrarian  situation.  Mr.  Justice  Bewley 
declared  at  Belfast,  on  his  responsibility 
as  the  Chief  Judicial  Commissioner,  that 
the  whole  of  the  rents  which  were  fixed 
in  belaud  during  the  first  four  years 
were  fixed  upon  wholly  wrong  principles ; 
in  other  words,  that  an  error  of  judg- 
ment had  been  committed  by  the  Land 
Commission  in  at  least  200,000  cases. 
Xo  graver  statement  had  ever  fallen  from 
the  lips  of  a  judicial  functionary.  Mr. 
Justice  Bewley  pointed  out  that  there 
hoA  been  good  times  up  to  1881,  when 
the  Land  Act  of  that  year  was  passed, 
and  that  naturally  the  Sub^^ommis- 
siontTS  during  1881-2-5-4  went  on  the 
basts  that  the  lo  subsequent  years 
would  in  all  probability  be  of  as  satis- 
factory a  character  as  the  1 5  past  yean^ 
Judge  Bewley's  words  were  not  delivered 
in  a  comer,  and,  affecting  as  they  did 
200,000  families,  anyone  in  the 
position  of  an  Irish  Member  was 
well  founded  in  taking  his  stand 
upon  that  remarkable  judgment. 
He  thought  they  might  very  strongly 
found  themselves  on  this  authority  in 
their  demand  for  a  shortening  of  the 
judicial  term.  Bjit  while  he  said  that 
he  did  not  intend  for  one  moment  to 
recede  from  the  position  he  had  taken 
up  as  to  the  Land  Bill  of  lost  year.  He 
would  say  again  now  what  he  said  then 
— that  he  thought  that  Bill,  as  far  as  it 
wentjWas  an  excellent  uienHure,  and  he  had 
uo  hesitixtioii  in  repeating  that  night  hia 
thanks  to  the  Gkivernmeiit  for  their  firm- 
ness and  courage  in  passing  it.  At  the 
same  time,  that  did  not  prevent  him  in 
any  decree  from  pressing  for  further  re- 
form in  the  utatter,  especially  as  the 
leaned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  had 
declared — what,  of  course,  they  knew  to 
l»e  the  fact- -that  the  Bill  of  last  year 
was  not  put  forward  with  any  prettniice 
to  be  a  final  settlement  of  the  Land 
QucBtion.  But  he  thoi^ht  the  Govern- 
meat,  if  they  were  well  advised,  would 
hentatc  to  coiuniit  themselves  finally  to 


the  position  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  assumed  that 

night.  Let  them  take  the  case  of  Scot- 
land. The  Crofter  Commissioners  were 
going  about  making  reductions  of  rent 
under  the  Act  which  was  passed  for  only 
seven  years,  and  yet  the  landlords  were 
not  up  in  arms,  and  no  one  of  them 
thought  of  rebelling  against  the  Govern- 
ment in  consequence.  But  he  thought  a 
remedy  might  at  once  be  applied  to 
agricultural  difficulty  in  Ireland  without 
any  injustice  -being  dune  to  the  land- 
lords, and  even  without  nn  immediate 
shortening  of  the  judicial  terms.  In  the 
first  place,  there  was  the  amount  of  over^ 
taxation  wrongfully  wrung  out  of  Ireland 
to  the  extent  of  between  two  and  three 
millions  a  year,  as  reported  by  the  Fiimn- 
cial  lielations  Commission,  and  th'it 
amount,  which,  for  one  year,  was  more 
than  hud  been  won  by  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  by  the  seething  agitation  of  the 
last  15  or  IG  years,  would  have  to  be 
dealt  with.  Ho  would  also  sufj^rest  to 
the  Gi)vernmcnt  that  if  they  were  unable 
in  the  present  Session  -to  shorten  the 
judicial  term  to  10  years,  they  might 
do  for  Irehuid  what  they  did  List  year 
for  England  and  Scotland — give  her  an 
Agricultural  Bates  Bill,  reducing  the 
rates  of  the  farmer  by  one-half.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  That  would  of  itself  be  a  very 
substantial  relief  nn^l  benefit  to  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
There  was  another  point  which  very 
closely  affected  the  question  of  the 
shortening  of  the  judicial  tenii — the 
class  of  uieu  who  were  appointed  as  Sub 
Commissioners  under  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, and  who  had  to  fix  the  judicial 
rents.  He  found  that  no  fewer  than  24c 
new  appointments  had  recently  been 
made — some  lut  tempomiy  and  some  as 
permanent  Coniiiiisnioners ;  and  he  con- 
fessed that  he  much  regretted  the  Chief 
Secretary  tor  Irelaiid  was  not  present  to 
explain  the  mode  in  which  those  appoint- 
ments were  ma  le.  He  had  gone  through 
the  list  of  those  gentlemen,  and  he  found 
that  only  four  of  them  were  Catholics- 
four  out  of  24.  He  had  no  desire  to 
raise  any  feelings  of  religious  prejudice, 
but  it  was  an  extraordinary  fact  to  start 
with  that  in  a  country  where  the  Catho- 
lics and  Protestants  were  aa  4  to  1-  

*Mb.  SPEAKER  called  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  order,  on  the  ground 

[Third  Daij. 
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that  he  was  traTelling  be^^oud  the  scope 
of  the  Aniendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  was  going 
to  show  that,alino8t  without  exception,the 
Sub-Commission ers  were  drawn  from  the 
landlord  class,  and  that  therefore  most 
of  them  were  Protestants,  and  thej  were 
dfbnrred  from  having  that  sympathy  with 


{COMMONS}  Ausuer  to  Her  228 

deprive  the  tenant  of  his  property— of 
his  status  as  a  tenant,  and  of  his  intereBt 
in  the  soil — without  proceeding  to  actual 
eviction.  The  right  faon.  aud  learned 
Gentleman  r^arded  these  figures  as  a 
small  average,  but  he  r^arded  them 
as     a     very     large     sum     of  one 


agricultural  distress  and  interests  which  ]  year's  evil  work  under  this  clause, 
they  would  have  if  more  fairly  or  impar-  I  Taking  every  year  since  1887,  and  a 
tially  chosen.  [C/ieer)i.]  He  repeated  '  yearly  average  of  4,000  persons  not  di* 
that  he  should  like  to  have  some  expla- 1  poBSessed,  but  whose  tenancies  and 
nation  as  to  how  the  recent  appoint-  '  teniu-es  had  been  destroyed  and  whose 
meuts  were  made — whether  they  were  !  improvements  had  been  confiscated,  thqr 


made  in  consultation  with,  and  with  the 
sanctiou  of,  the  Land  Commission,  or 
were  they  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  off-lmnd  with- 
out consultation?  Three  or  Umr  of  thcni 
he  recoguisct,!  ■  as  well-kllO^^■n  agrieul- 
turiwts — veiy  <;ood  appoiiitinciitB  :  but  he 
should  like  to  know  the  priTiciple  on 
which  many  of  the  other  gentlemen  were 
appointed.  He  should  like  to  refer  to  a 
few  of  the  names.    First,  there  was  Mr. 


arrived  at  the  fact,  which  he  thought  was 
beyond  dispute,  that  in  40,000  cases  at 
least  tenants  who  had  been  made  |^ 
sent  tenants  by  Mr.  Gliulstone  in  1881, 
were  now  in  the  miserable  and  precari- 
ous position  of  future  tenancies.  He 
believed  the  inevitable  result  of  that 
state  of  things  must  be  that  they  were 
simply  preparing  for  themselves  the- 
materials  of  some  great  future  Laud  Act 
As  for  himself,  he  would  say  that  he  had 


SmaQ,  who,  as  far  as  he  knew,  was  a  I  looked  with  satisfaction  upon  the  growth 
former  landlord  in  a  small  way,  nomi- '  of  this  union  between  landlords  and 
nated,  he  believed,  by  the  hon.  Member  |  tenants  upon  the  same  platform  in  the 


for  Mid  Armagli.    Then  there  was — ■ 

•Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  is  really  going 


hope  that  reforms  outside  and  beyond 
those  relating  merely  to  financial  ques- 
tions would  accrue  from  it.      He  be- 


too  far  in  entering  upon  these  matters.  I-  licved  that  if  the  landlords  weiv  wise 
They  do  not  ai»])ly  at  all  to  the  question  I  they  would  find  the  people  of  Ireland  at 


of  the  Amendment.  [C/irrr^.] 


the  present  moinent  in  a  nmod  and  tern- 


Ma.  T.  M.  HBALY  said  he  would  not,  per  to  come  to  terms  with  them  ujtou 
of  course,  pursue  tlie  point  if  the  Speaker  I  this  pxeat  question  of  agrarian  distur^ 
ruled  it  to  be  irregular,  but  he  felt  bo\ind  '  bances.  He  believed  the  people  of  Ire- 
to  say  that  he  thought  the  consideration  i  land,  taking  them  as  a  whole,  would  wel- 
of  the  personnel  of  the  Land  Comuiis-  come  a  settlement  by  which,  on  the 
sion  entered  very  largely  into  the  ques-  tenant's  becoming  the  owner  of  his  farm 
tion  of  the  fair  administration  of  the  at  a  fair  price,  something  like  compensa- 
Land  Acts.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  With  re-  I  tion,  either  for  disturbance  or  for  com- 
gard  to  another  point  that  had  been  pulsory  expropriation,  should  be  paid 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House —  ;  to  the  Irish  landlords.  ["  Hear,  hear!  "] 
namely,  the  question  of  what  was  called  !  And  they  did  not  want  the  money  to 
the  '■  Eviction -made-easy  Clause  "— his  come  out  of  John  Bull's  pocket.  They 
views  of  tluit  7th  Clause  was  this — that,  j  were  quite  willing  to  pay  their  own 
like  every  other  bad  thing,  it  was  a  curse  j  money  for  it  if  they  would  give  them 


to  both  sides.  It  had  proved  a  curse  to 
the  landlords,  for  it  had  prompted  them 
to  take  steps  against  their  tenants  which 
they  would  not  otherwise  have  done,  and 
it  had  inflicted  injury  on  numbers  of 
tenants.  Tlio  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  wiid  there  bad  been  less 
than  700  actual  evictions  this  year,  and 
that  about  4,000  notices  had  been  served 
on  tenants,  by  means  of  which,  under 


charge  of  their  own  money.  The  Irish 
landlords  should  understand  that  that 
was  the  temper  that  prevailed  among 
the  people,  and  he  trusted  that  while 
this  spirit  continued  the  landlords,  who 
after  all  were  Irishmen — and  he  thought 
he  might  say  every  Irishman  was  an 
Irishman  unless  he  was  a  Belfast  Liberal 
Unionist — [lauffhter] — would  takte  ad- 
vantage of  it.  They  would  find  it  far  easier 


process  of  law,  the  landlord  sought  to ,  to  make  better  terms  and  conditions 
Jfr.  Speahr.  ' "  \ 
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irith  their  own  people  by  friendly  ar- 
rangement than  they  were  ever  likely 
to  pet  by  combat  across  the  floor  of, the 
House.  He  read  vith  some  amazement 
the  attacks  on  the  Government  loBt  year. 
The  landlords  met  in  convention  in  Gal- 
war,  in  Cork,  in  Dublin,  and  in  various 
nther  phu-eit,  and  poured  out  the  viuls 
of  their  wmth  on  the  Government  fur 
having  passed  bo  iniquitous  a  Land  Act. 
His  own  view  of  the  lepslation  of  last 
year  was  that  it  had  yet  to  be  tested  by 
results.  Its  result  so  far  had  l>een  that 
it  had  given  them  the  most  peaceable 
winter  they  had  ever  ha^l  in  Ireland. 
[■'Hear,  hear!  "]  He  should  be  glad  to 
see  the  Government  proceed  in  r^!;ard 
to  the  remaining  questions  outstanding 
upon  this  Land  Question  and  upon  every 
Irish  question.  He  believed  they  would 
find  tlie  time  and  the  temper  of  the 
people  favourable.  He  thought  they 
had  now,  at  this  moment,  an  opportu- 
nity which  was  perhaps  not  likely  to  recur. 
The  landlords  themselves  were  coming 
to  realise  that  they  could  no  longer 
eipect  the  enormous  rents  they  had 
hitherto  been  exacting.  At  the  same 
time  they  have  the  claim  that  they  were 
put  there  as  their  garrison,  and  the 
GoTcriiment  could  not  desert  them. 
Accordingly  he  thought  the  present 
opportunity  was  a  favourable  one  for 
statesmen  to  heal  up  this  question  by 
doing  justice  alike  both  to  the  proprietor 
and  to  the  tiller  of  the  soil.  ["Hear, 
hear!"] 

Mr.  J.  J.  CLANCY  said  tluit,  though  he 
did  not  agree  with  al!  ihe  statements 
of  the  bon.  Member  for  East  Miiyo,  hu 
thought  there  was  ample  ground  for  ihc 
Amendment,  and  if  it  was  pressed  to  a 
Division  he  should  certainly  vote  for  it. 
He  thought  the  Government  could  not  be 
sarprised  that  such  an  Amendment 
should  be  proposed.  The  Attorney 
Genoal  for  Ireland,  although  he  affected 
to  make  light  of  the  agricultural  depres- 
sion in  Ireland,  must  feel  that  that  de- 
pression was  a  real  and  genuine  thing. 
He  thought  there  was  an  admission  of 
that  fact  when  he  stated,  and  reading 
from  Returns  which  had  been  placed 
before  him,  that  there  had  been  a  decline 
of  value  in  several  of  the  main  articles 
ot  agricultural  produce.  If  there  had 
heen  this  decline  he  thought  it  must  be 
manifest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  to  everybody  eUe  that  there  was 


a  serious  agricultural  depression,  and 
one  thing  which  made  the  decline  of 
last  year  more  serious  than  it  would 
have  been  under  ordinary  circumstances 
was  that  it  came  on  the  top  of  several 
other  declines.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  be  surprised  at  the 
Amendment  for  another  reason.  He 
supported  their  Ijand  Bill  of  last  year, 
and,  like  the  hon.  Member  for  Louth, 
he  had  not  one  single  word  to  retract 
or  to  alter  that  he  spoke  in  regard  to 
that  Bill.  He  regarded  that  Bill  as  a 
series  of  very  useful,  but  very  small 
reforms,  which,  taken  together,  consti- 
tuted such  a  reform  as,  in  his  opinion, 
it  would  have  been  absurd  and  foolish 
on  the  part  of  Irish  representatives  to 
reject.  Although  he  took  that  view  and 
voted  for  the  Bill,  still  he  bad  always 
held  that  it  was  deficient  in  two  or 
three  matters  of  the  most  serious  and 
vital  importance  to  the  tenantry  of  Ire- 
land, and  that  being  so  it  could  not  be 
regtwded  as  a  sufficient  remedy  for  the 
evils  which  it  was  intended  to  meet. 
He  now  came  to  ask,  what  were  the  Go- 
vernment going  to  do?  They  admitted 
that  something  more  was  necessary  by 
stating  in  the  Queen's  Speech  that  a 
Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  would  bo  proposed  during 
this  Session,  He  Imd  not  the  least 
hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the  proposed 
Bill  proceeded  on  the  lines  indicated  in 
the  lleport  of  the  Kecess  Committee  it 
would  have  his  hearty  support.  He  had 
always  been  astonished  at  the  attacks 
on  the  Beport  of  the  llccess  Committee. 
That  Committee  actually  made  pro- 
posals which  the  Nationalists  had  been 
intUting  for  ten  years  and  making  in 
vain,  and  really,  when  he  was  now 
called  upon  to  censure  thee©  pro- 
posals when  they  were  put  forward 
by  a  Committee  representative  of  every 
shade  of  public  opinion  in  Ireland, 
he  was  astonished,  especially  when  the 
request  came  to  him  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Nationalist  opinion. 
He  hoped  the  coming  Bill  would  proceed 
on  the  lines  of  the  Report  of  the  Recess 
Committee.  It  would  certainly  be  un- 
satisfactory if  it  did  not  fulfil  two  condi- 
tions. For  the  limited  objects  it  was  to 
serve,  the  Board  to  be  set  up  should  be 
a  popular  body.  If  this  Board  was  to  be 
simply  an  addition  to  the  already  long 
list  of  Boards  which  go  to  make  up  what 
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was  called  "  Dublin  Caatle "  in  Ireland, 
free  from  and  independent  of  public 
opinion,  in  Ireland,  then  he  assured  the 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  would  fail 
likio  other  Boards  to  conciliate  Irish 
opinion  and  to  do  effective  work  in  the 
service  of  Ireland.  In  the  second  place 
if  this  Board  be  not  amply  endowed  witb 
funds  to  do  real,  effective,  genuine  work 
in  promoting  the  agricultural  prosperity 
of  Ireland,  then  he  really  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  better  staj 
his  hand  altogether.  ["  Hear,  hear  !"j 
He  admitted  that  he  could  not  set  uf 
any  effective  instrument  for  restoring 
agricultural  prosperity  to  Ireland.  Even 
if  this  Bill  passed,  even  if  the  Board 
were  satisfactory  in  these  two  respects, 
the  Government  must  be  aware,  in  fact 
everybody  in  Ireland  was  aware,  that  this 
measure  alone  would  not  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case.  Agricultural  depres- 
sion in  Ireland  was  a  real  and  genuine 
evil  to  be  met,  and  which  in  the  inte- 
rests of  order  and  froui  the  point  of  view 
of  English  government  in  Ireland,  musi 
be  met  by  adequate  remedy.  His  own 
opinion  was  that  before  many  years 
passed,  within  a  very  few  Sessions,  a 
Minister  would  come  to  the  House  and 
propose — perhaps  too  late  for  some  of 
its  purposes — a  Rill  containing  the  very 
proposals  Irish  Members  unsuccessfully 
bubniittcd  last  year  for  the  shortening  of 
the  statutory  term,  for  including  future 
tenants  within  the  scope  of  the  rent- 
fixing  clauses,  and,  if  there  were  any 
tenants  remaining  outside,  would  cei^ 
tainly  renew  the  proposals  for  facili- 
tating their  restoration  made  by  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  and  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  the  year  before  last. 
More  than  that  would  be  wanted  to 
settle  the  Irish  Land  Question.  He  was 
astonished  that  any  representative  of 
tenant  opinion  could  consider  the  Land 
Act  of  last  year  a  final  settlement.  Nobody 
ever  said  it,  and  he  doubted  if  anybody 
thought  it.  Something  much  more 
drastic  than  a  reduction  of  the  statutory 
term,  than  the  inclusion  of  future  tenants 
within  the  rent-fixing  provisions  of  the 
Act,  or  even  the  restoration  of  evicted 
tenants  to  their  homes,  would  be  required 
to  settle  the  question.  He  looked  for  a 
settlement  in  the  direction  of  purohase. 
["Hear,  hearl"]  He  believed  it  would 
be  necessary  to  largely  increase  the  faci- 
lities for  purchase  which  were  already 
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provided,  and  which  he  admitted  had 
been  increased  by  the  Act  of  h^  year. 
It  would  be  said  that  landlords  would 
lose  by  all  these  further  changes  in  the 
law,  and  this  would  be  made  ground  for 
opposition.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man trho  had  just  sat  down  had  made 
some  remarks  on  this  subject  and  the 
remedy  which  should  be  applied  with 
which  he  entirely  concurred.  He  believed 
that  the  Irish  people  were  not  the 
enemies  of  the  landlords  except  in  so  far 
H8  the  landlords  have  unfortunately 
their  place  in  a  system  which  became  in- 
famous. There  were  landlords  in  Ire* 
land  who  had  availed  themselves  of  the 
system  to  rob  their  tenantry  for  genen- 
tiona,  but  there  was  aoothw  sectirai  of 
landlords  who  had  not  avuled  them- 
selves of  the  system,  and  who  had  acted 
without  any  very  great  injustice.  With 
regard  to  both  classes,  if  they  appealed 
to  the  English  Government — which  put 
them  in  Ireland,  which  passed  laws 
enabling  them  to  rob  their  tenants,  and 
subsequently  passed  laws  enabling 
tenants  to  get  back  some  parts  of  their 
rights — if  they  appeided  to  the  Engliih 
Government  as  responsible  for  their  posi- 
tiou  past  and  present  to  reverse  them, 
then  he  and  his  friends  would  not  be 
found  opposing  that  appeal.  He  dia 
not  indicate  the  manner  in  which  th^ 
might  get  relief,  but  one  method  sugges- 
te<l  itself  to  his  mind.  He  believed  there 
was  a  large  sum  due  to  Irelnnd  by  reason 
of  over  taxation  of  the  country  in  the 
past,  and  which  continued  at  the  present 
time,  and  he  had  himself  said  at  the 
great  meeting  in  the  Mansion  House  in 
Dublin  that  if  the  result  of  the  ^ta> 
tion  be  to  obtain  for  Ireland  any  great 
measure  of  relief,  then  he  hoped  that 
that  relief  would  be  shared  1^  every  doss 
of  the  Irish  community — ^landlords, 
tenants,  labourers,  merchants,  shop- 
keepers— all  alike.  That  declaration  he 
repeated.  He  would  not  advocate  relief 
from  this  over-taxation  passing  to  one 
class  only  of  the  Irish  population ;  every 
class  in  Ireland  should  share  in  that  re- 
lief, and  he  should  certainly  not  object 
to  landlords  receiving  their  fair  shore. 
As  illustrating  the  facts  stated  by  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy),  he  mentioned  that  the  othor  day 
one  of  the  most  influential  of  his  own 
constituents,  a  gentlunon  who  had  found 
fault  with  his  action  in  support  of  the 
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Bill  of  last  jear,  and  who  had  Baid  in 
public  that  the  dut^  of  Irish  Members 

wa3  to  oppose  that  Bill  because  it  did 
not  go  far  enough — actually  this  same 
gentleman  proposed  at  a  public  meeting 
to  devote  sixty  millions,  which  he 
thought  Ireland  might  be  able  to  get 
in  respect  to  the  over-taxation,  to 
making  up  the  difference  between  what 
the  landlords  wanted  for  their  land  and 
what  the  tenants  were  able  to  give  for  it. 

Mr.  MICHAEL  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) : 
Was  he  sane?  \Lantfhter.\ 

BfR.  CLANCY  said  the  hon.  Member's 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Andrew  Kettle 
should  enable  him  to  answer  that 
question. 

Mb.  DAVITT  said  the  name  being 
mentioned,  he  would  wish  to  withdraw 
bis  remark. 

Mr.  CLANCT  said  he  would  not  go  so 
&r  as  Mr.  Kettle.     He  did  not  adopt 
that  su^^estion,  he  only  mentioned  the 
circumstance  that  when  an  extreme  advo- 
cate of  tenant  rights,  who  denounced  the 
Bill  of  last  year  as  not  going  far  raiough — 
a  prominent  Land  Lei^ar — ventured  on 
such  a  Bu^^estion  to  ease  the  situation 
between  landlords  and  tenants,  it  was 
evidence  in  support  of  the  statements 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  The 
state  of  feeling  between  landlords  and 
tenants  in  Ireland  was  such  as  to  aSord 
a  ho])e  that  if  the  Government,  which 
inusted  on  managing  Irish  affairs,  would 
take  Irish  advice,   matters  might  be 
settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody 
in  a  few  weeks.    Although  the  Govern- 
ment no  doubt  would  vote  down  this 
Amendment,  yet  he  was  as  confident  as 
he  was  of  his  own  existence  that  the 
time  woidd  come  when  a  Bill  embody- 
ing proposals  indicated  vtould  be  pro- 
poned and  carried,  and  with  profit  the 
Government  might  reflect  whether  it  was 
not  expedient,  in  the  interest  of  justice 
and  order  in  Ireland,  to  depart  from  the 
practice  of  past  years  and  not  wait  until 
they  were  forced  to  yield  to  the  pressure 
of  events.    ["  Hear !"] 

Ur.  jasper  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) 
said  that  the  Attorney  General  for  be- 
laud had  denied  that  there  was  any  suh- 
ttantial  fall  in  prices,  and  had  mentioned 
two  commodities  of  which  the  prices,  he 
■aid,  had  risen,  namely,  wheat  and  hay. 
In  his  opinion  it  was  a  mockery  to  tell 
sny  fanner  in  Ireland  that  because  there 
vas  an  increase  in  the  price  of  wheat  an,1 


HRY  1897}       GrvuAom  Speech.  '234 

hay  the  complaint  about  agricultural  de- 
pression ought  no  longer  to  be  made. 
What  were  the  facts?  In  three-fourths 
of  Ireland  no  wheat  had  been  grown  for 
many  years,  and  any  increase  in  the  price 
of  hay  meant  an  increase  of  expenditure 
in  keep  for  the  ordinary  farmer.  It  waa 
therefore  a  disadvantage  to  him.  Ho 
thought  that  if  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  had  spoken  instead  of 
the  Attorney  General,  his  speech  would 
have  been  more  sympathetic,  for  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  understood 
the  Irish  Land  tjwestion.  When  tho 
NationaliKt  Members  dechircil  Inst  year 
that  the  Land  Bill  of  181)0  only  touched 
the  fringe  of  the  trouble,  they  were  told 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  knew  moro 
about  the  wants  of  Ireland  than  they  did. 
But  now  the  Nationalist  Members  had  t:i 
teU  the  Government  that  up  to  the  pr;j- 
sent  the  Act  had  been  a  failiire,  and  had 
brought  no  relief  to  nine-tenths  of  the 
tenant  farmers.  The  cases  of  reduction 
of  judicial  rents  were  isolated  instances, 
and  whilst  the  Act  had  brought  relief  ti> 
a  few  men  only,  it  had  done  serious  in- 
jury to  a  large  number  of  tenants  who 
owed  trifling  arrears  of  rent.  In  the 
last  few  weeks,  in  the  county  in  which 
he  lived,  many  processes  had  been  served 
for  two  years'  rent,  one  year's  rent,  and 
even  for  half  a  year's  rent,  the  landlords 
having  been  spun'od  on  to  take  that 
course  by  the  clause  of  the  Act  which 
saiil  that  no  lanillord  should  recover 
more  than  a  year's  rent  after  a  certai.i 
period.  The  landlords  had  thus  beeii 
set  on  to  obtain  from  tenants  trifling 
arrears.  .What  was  the  real  cause  of  the 
fall  in  agricultural  prices  in  Ireland  I 
The  cause  was  the  Free  Trade  policy 
which  Parliament  had  imposed  upon 
the  people  of  Ireland.  That  policy  had 
brought  untold  wealth  to  England,  but 
ruin  to  Ireland's  national  industry.  It 
had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Fermanagh  that  the  supporters 
of  the  Amendment  ought  not  to  proceed 
to  a  Division  because  Ireland  had  been 
promised  a  Board  of  Agriculture.  For 
his  part  he  had  no  great  faith  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  a  Board  of  that  kind.  In  tho 
first  place,  its  establishment  would  creat ) 
a  new  regiment  of  officialB,  and  supply 
profitable  situations  for  needy  Unionists 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  In  spite 
of  the  existence  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
in  England,  they  had  been  told  time  after 
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time  that  the  agricultural  industry  was 
ruined  in  this  country.  Had  the  Boan.1 
of  Agriculture  been  able  to  remedy  the 
depression  in  Essex,  where  they  were  told 
there  were  many  square  miles  of  Tacant 
land?  How  could  Irishmen  ejpect,  with 
that  example  before  them,  that  a  Board 
of  Agriculture  would  remedy  the  present 
desperate  state  of  thin^  in  their  country, 
where  the  people  had  to  contend  with 
falling  prices  and  markets,  and  where 
farmers  could  not  find  buyers  for  their 
sheep  and  cattle)  Under  the  Agricul- 
tural Rates  Act  of  last  year,  half  the 
English  farmer's  local  rates  were  paid 
for  him.  Was  the  Irish  farmer  going  to 
receive  similar  or  analogous  relief  ?  The 
Nationalist  and  Unionist  farmers  of  Ire- 
land would  be  intensely  disappointed 
when  they  realised  that  the  Government 
had  no  remedy  to  offer  for  the  alleviation 
of  their  misfortunes. 

Ms.  GEORGE  MURNAGHAN  (Ty- 
rone, Mid.),  contended  that  the  figures 
quoted  fay  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
luid  did  not  correctly  represent  the 
present  prices  in  the  markets  of  Ulster. 
Por  example,  the  right  hon.  Member's 
figures  for  oats  were  considerably  too 
high,  and  in  Ulster  potatoes  were  almost 
unsaleable.  He  had  not  met  any  farmer 
in  Ulster  who  admitted  that  the  Land 
Bill  of  1896  conferred  any  benefit  upon 
him.  The  cases  in  which  it  had  brought 
relief  were  vray  exceptional  At  a  meet- 
ing in  Belfast  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Liberal  Land  Committee  of  Ulster, 
the  following  resolution  had  been  passed  ; 

*'  That  tiie  dedaiou  of  Judge  Bewley  to  ex- 
clude hundreds  of  tenants  who  aenred  origi- 
nating notices  during  the  first  sitting  of  -  the 
Court  in  1881,  but  whoee  casta  were  not  re- 
corded, from  now  having  judicial  rents  revised, 
in  further  proof  of  the  continued  inteimetalion 
of  the  law  in  near^  every  case  in  favour  ol 
the  landlords. 

"  That  we  regard  it  as  a  grave  injastice  that 
tenants  not  under  the  Ulster  custom  should 
be  rented  on  t^eir  own  Improvement*  merely 
becaaae  the  improvements  were  made  in  pur- 
suance of  a  clause  in  an  ancient  lease,  as 
decided  under  the  Act  of  1896  by  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Bewley  at  Portadownon  ttA  November." 

There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  prices 
which  the  farmers  received  for  their 
goods  were  very  small,  whilst  their  rents 
were  very  high.  It  was  almost  im- 
possible for  them  to  be  just  and 
honest  men  in  the  circumatanoea. 
The  Chief  Secretary  a  short  time  ago  ad- 
mitted that  the  rents  fixed  in  1881  and 
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for  some  years  thereafter  were  at  present 
impossible.  But  those  were  the  roits 
which  had  to  be  paid  by  the  tenuit- 
farmera,  and  which  they  would  have  to 
continue  to  pay  for  four  or  five  years. 
What  was  the  use,  therefore,  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  urging  that 
these  things  would  right  theEaselves  in 
coiurse  of  time?  Everything  would  right 
itself  in  course  of  time ;  the  hungry  man 
would  not  fed  hunger  in  the  course  of 
time ;  but  what  the  Irish  Members  asked 
was  that  the  Government  should  see 
justice  done  between  man  and  man,  be- 
cause the  tenant  and  the  landlord  were 
partners  in  the  working  of  the  soil.  Ire- 
land occupied  its  present  position  owing  to 
the  action  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  abolition  of  the  Com  Laws,  thot^h 
in  the  main  beneficial,  had  struck  a  blow 
at  Iriah  agriculture  which  it  had  never 
recovered.  While  it  had  broim:ht  |uo8> 
perity  to  Eng^nd  it  had  made  IreUnd 
poor,  had  depopulated  the  country,  and 
bad  left  it  to-day  in  a  moet  abject  con- 
dition. The  House  of  Commons  there- 
fore owed  a  debt  of  restitution  to  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  and  certainty  the 
last  word  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land would  neither  give  satisfaction  to 
the  Irish  people,  nor  be  the  last  one 
uttered  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  W.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) 
said  he  had  always  advocated  the  crea- 
tion of  a  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Ire> 
I  land,  because  he  maintained  that  it  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Irish  tenant 
farmers  to  have  placed  at  their  disposal 
improved  means  of  production,  and  to 
lie  raised  to  the  level  of  foreign  nations. 
It  was  said  that  the  English  Board  of 
Agriculture  had  conferred  those  ad- 
vantages, but  he  thought  that  that  Board 
was  a  hundred  years  behind  the  Boards 
of  other  countries — an  opinion  in  which 
he  thought  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  would  agree  with  him. 
The  amount  of  monOT  and  the  numb^ 
of  staff  at  the  disposal  of  the  President 
compared  with  the  Boards  of  other 
coimtries  was  simply  ridiculous.  The 
English  Board  could  not  enter  into 
serious  competition  with  the  foreign 
Boards  of  Agriculture.  He  trusted  that 
the  Government  therefore  would  fully 
equip  the  new  Board  with  an  endowment 
capable  of  carrying  on  its  work  in  an 
efficient  manner.  He  would  oppose  the 
introduction  of  the  measure  unless  it  was 
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foondad  and  carried  on  in  a  different 
wf  from  the  Board  which  at  present 
exited  in  Ireland.    In  Ireland  tiiey 
wanted  a  popularly  congtituted  Board, 
not  an  irreaponaibl^  non-electiTe  bureau- 
cracy.  He  voted  for  the  lAud  Act  of 
lait  year  because  Ireland  could  not  ob- 
tain a  better  measure,  not  because  he  ap- 
proved it ;  but  at  the  same  time  this  did 
not  prevent  the  Irish  Members  from  en- 
deavouring to  extract  a  better  measure 
ioT  the  Irish  tenants  than  the  Govem- 
ment  were  inclined  to  give  last  Session. 
*Mb.  p.  C.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone.  E.)  said 
that  lest  his  silence  should  be  misunder- 
stood  bj  his  constituents  he  wished 
to  add  hia  voice  to  the  voices  of  previoua 
ipeakers,  and  to  assure  the  House  in  the 
most  emphatic  manner  that  although  he 
lived  in  the  midst  of  a  Unionist  consti- 
tuency, he  had  not  met  a  farmer  who  had 
expressed  anTthing  but  the  most  intense 
dissatisfaction  with  the  Land  Act  of  last 
yev.  He  had  reason  to  know  that  a  de- 
termined effort  was  being  made  on  the 
part  of  the  landlords  to  destroy  the 
Ulster  tenant  r^bt  in  every  case  they 
could.   He  knew  farmers  who  had  been 
payii^  rack  rmts  all  their  Uvea,  and  he 
quoted  the  case  of  a  townJand  property 
m  which  an  instance  of  free  sale  had 
not    occurred    because    the  tenants 
had  always  been  evicted.  The  present  oc- 
cupiers in  this  town-land,  when  they  went 
into  Court,  were  uiiaUe  to  establish  the 
Ulster  custom,  and  hence  they  were 
r«ited   upon  their  own  improvements. 
The  condition  of  three-fourths  of  the 
population  of  Ireland  was  most  wretched 
and  miserable  at  the  present  time. 
Throughout  the  district  of  Ulster  where 
lie  came  from  he  never  remembered  a  time 
of  great«r  distress.  What  with  low  prices, 
the  desperate  struggle  to  get  money, 
and  unfeeling  treatment  from  landlords 
in  exacting  their  full  rents,  the  life  of 
the  agricultural  population  was  one  of 
much  poverty  and  hardship.    About  his 
part  of  the  country  the  small  farmers 
had   lost   nearly   all    their   hay  by 
the   incessant   rains   of   August  last. 
Some   of    these    people    were  now 
going  into  the  market  to   buy  hay, 
ukd  the  eidianoed  {nice  at  which  alone 
it  could  be  procured  was  another  of  the 
sanset  which  would  make  it  more  and 
more  difficult  for  the  farmers  to  pay 
their   rraits.     The    learned  Attorney 
General  quoted  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
ha  J  as  a  benefit  to  farmers,  whereas  it 
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was  quite  the  reverse.  Wheat  also  had 
risen,  but  scarcely  any  is  grown  in 
Ulster;  The  cost  of  labour  was  so  high 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  land  was  going 
out  of  cultivation.  The  children  were 
being  kept  from  school,  with  the  in- 
evitable result  that  they  would  grow  up 
to  be  "  bowers  of  woo«l  iind  drawers  of 
water."  Under  all  these  circumBtanceR 
he  thought  there  should  be  a  statutory 
reduction  of  rent  for  three  years,  to 
enable  them  to  pull  through  pending  the 
time  which  must  elapse  before  they  could 
have  a  second  judicial  rent  fixed. 

Me.  MICHAEL  McCARTAN  (Down, 
S.)  sud  the  speech  oi  the  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  avoided  every  vital 
port  of  the  aigument  of  the  hon.  Hon- 
ber  for  Hayo.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  culled  some  statistics  about 
the  price  of  produce,  but  he  only  men- 
tioned the  price  of  one  article,  and  that 
was  wheat.  Surely  every  hon.  Member 
knew  that  wheat  was  but  a  trivial  crop 
in  Ireland.  There  were  some  counties 
where  probably  no  wheat  was  grown  at 
all;  he  knew  of  no  county  where  it 
was  the  substantial  crop  of  the  farmer. 
He  had  been  told  last  Session  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  large  redactions 
had  been  given  by  landlords  in  the  north 
of  Ireland  on  account  of  the  terrible 
failure  of  the  flax  crop.  Time  after  time 
he  had  tried  to  get  a  statement  from  the 
Chief  Secretary  as  to  the  estates  on 
which  such  reductions  had  been  made, 
but  he  had  always  been  refused  the 
information.  .  That  being  so  he  had 
been  driven  to  make  inquiries  on  his  own 
account,  and  he  could  not  find  that  on 
one  single  lai^  estate  had  emy  substan- 
tial reduction  been  allowed.  He  could 
not  help  thinking,  therefore,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  uncon- 
sciously misled.  They  had  been  told 
to-night  that  rents  were  being  well  paid, 
and  that  never  were  there  fewer  eject- 
ments. The  Irish  tenant-farmer  would 
beg.  and  borrow  and  pawn  his  last  acre 
of  land  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  his 
home,  and  were  they  to  be  told  that 
their  only  chance  of  relief  was  to  take 
the  law  into  their  own  hands  1  Had  th^ 
not  done  so  in  1881  th^  would  never 
have  had  the  Land  Act,  and  iio  presumed 
the  lesson  now  to  be  taught  them  was 
that  if  they  did  not  do  so  again  they 
would  never  get  the  justice  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  He  never  remembered  a 
time  when  there  was  so  much  discontent 
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in  Ukto*.  Through  the  i^icultural 
depreasion  indeed  things  were  getting 
into  a  dangerous  state.  If  outbursta  of 
despiur  were  witnessed  in  the  near 
futiure,  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
not  forget  that  they  hnd  been  warned. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  that 
the  flax  crop  hod  been  a  terrible  failuie. 
There  were  cases  where  the  farmer  was 
not  able  to  pay  for  the  seed  out  of  the 
crop  reared  from  it.  There  were  large 
numbers  of  the  tenants  who  were  still 
kept  out  of  the  Courts  by  the  congestion 
of  businesB,  though  the  rack  rents  were 
ndmittcd  to  be  iinpossilile.  And  yet  the 
Government  had  no  remedy  whatever. 
As  to  the  plea  that  suitable  men  could 
not  be  found  for  increasing  the  number 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Court,  he  would  undertake  to  find  the 
requisite  number  in  his  own  county 
alone.  He  felt  that  he  would  have  been 
wrong  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion ;  for  all  over  the  north  of  Ireland 
he  had  found  nothing  but  discontent 
with  the  i»«8ent  situation,  discontent 
with  the  recent  Land  Act,  and  a  deter^ 
mination  to  get  jiutice  at  any  oost. 

On  the  retiu-n  of  Mr.  Speaker  after 
the  usual  interval, 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) 
said  he  regretted  the  absence  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  because  he 
thought  they  would  have  received  from 
him  a  somewhat  more  favourable  con- 
sideration than  they  had  received  from 
the  Attorn^  G^eral  for  Ireland,  whose 
reply  had  been  extremely  unsatisfactory. 
In  Uie  I7th  century  the  En^ish  traders 
moved  the  English  Parliament  to  repress 
industries  in  Ireland^  which,  if  they  had 
survived,  would  have  placed  Ireland  in 
a  very  different  position  to-day.  During 
the  time  of  the  Williamite  Parliament — 
*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  a  long  way  from  the  Amendment, 
which  drals  with  the  fall  in  the  value  of 
agricultural  produce  and  the  remedies 
proposed. 

Mr.  FARRELL  said  he  thought 
it  would  be  generally  admitted  that 
prices  had  been  going  down  since  1879. 
While  481,185  quarters  of  wheat  were 
produced  in  Ireland  during  the  year 
1876,  the  amount  produced  in  1895  was 
only  141,543  quarters.  Of  oats  about  a 
million  quarters  less  were  grown  in  Ire- 
hvnd  in  1895  than  in  1876.  Barley,  as 
every  hon.  Member  knew,  was  a  glut  in 

Mr,  MieKael  McCartan, 


the  market,  yet  in  1876  1,109,000  quar- 
tera  were  produced  against  827,000  quar- 
ters in  1895,  or  a  falling  off  of  one-third.- 
Yet  barley  at  any  price  was  an  unsale- 
able product  in  the  Dublin  and  other- 
markets.  As  to  the  area  of  cultivation, 
whilst  in  1891,  a  by-no-means  prosper- 
ous year,  there  were  701,000  acres 
under  cultivation,  in  1896  there  were 
670,000,  a  decline  of  more  than  30,000. 
It  was  almost  a  |W0Terb  that  the  Irish 
pig  was  the  b'ish  rent  payer,  but  whereas 
pork  was  formerly  from  358.  to  40s.  per 
cwt.,  pork  was  now  unsalenl^e  at  268.  per 
cwt.  He  chnllengctl  the  statement  made 
on  the  authority  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion that  it  was  29s.  8d.  It  was  not 
verified  by  actual  facts,  because,  from 
his  own  knowledge  of  a  number  of  places 
in  Ireland,  pigs  had  been  a  drug  in  the 
market  at  Irish  fairs,  and  in  many  places 
had  been  unsaleable  owing  to  the  small- 
nees  of  the  demand  for  and  the  prices  of 
them.  It  would  be  admitted  both  in 
England  and  Ireland  that  last  year*! 
season  was  a  disastrous  one.  In  Ireland 
Itti^  tracts  of  land  were  flooded.  The 
potato  crop,  the  staple  crop  of  the 
country,  was  affected.  It  was  an  unfor- 
tunate characteristic  of  the  potato  that 
to  keep  up  the  produce  it  required  to  be 
constantly  changed  and  renewed.  In 
1879  the  Government  introduced  the 
"  Champion "  potato,  but  that  had 
become  so  degenerated  that  it  did  not 
produce  half  as  many  as  formerly,  and 
another  seed  was  now  necessaiy.  The 
Land  Act  of  1896  had  failed  to  provide 
any  effective  remedy  for  the  ezifltin^ 
state  of  things,  and  nine-tenths  of  the 
Irish  tenantry  had  been  debarred  from 
getting  any  relief  from  it.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  short-sighted  acts  of  the 
present  Government  in  their  effort  to 
settle  this  all-important  Irish  land  ques- 
tion, to  refuse  the  reasonable  Amend- 
ment offered  for  the  reduction  of  the 
statutory  term  from  15  years  to  10  years. 
[yatinnalut  rheers.]  Having  regurd  to 
the  decline  of  prices  in  Enguind  as  well 
as  in  Irehmd,  and  the  loss  of  markets  for 
Irish  produce,  it  was  very  important  that 
a  speedy  remedy  should  be  provided  lor 
the  hardship  the  Irish  tenant  had  to 
endure  of  being  compelled  to  pay  a  rent 
which  the  soil  did  not  produce.  That 
the  rents  were  unjust  was  shown  by  the 
reductions  the  Sub-Commissioners  were 
making — equal  in  amount,  yet  inade- 
quate, as  he  maintained,  to  30,  40,  and 
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43  per  ceut.  of  the  original  rents  fixed  in 
1881.   Between  1881  and  1886  compoia- 
tive  prosperitT  supervened,  and  during 
those  years   the   Land  Commissioners 
raised  the  rents.    It  was  monstrously  un- 
just that  in  times  like  the  present  tfao 
tenantB  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
these  rents  vhen  they  were  hanlly  iu  a 
position  to  do  so.    Iteference  had  been 
made  to  town  park  hold^  in  Ireland. 
Unfortunately  he  was  a  town  park 
tenant.    One  case,  which  he  could  verify 
by  actual  personal  knowledge,  would  oon- 
viace  the  House  of  the  injustice  done  in 
excluding,  under  one  pretext  or  another, 
a  class  of  tenants  from  the  operation  of 
Acts  who  undoubtedly  deserred  some 
sympathy.    He  knew  a  case  iu  which 
the  tenancy  hod  existed  directly  for  orer 
lixty  years.    During  that  time  the  laud- 
lord  had  not  laid  out  a  farthing  in  im- 
proTing  the  land.   The  original  tenant 
commenced  at  a  rent  of  £1  5b.    In  1842 
it  was  raised  to  £2  los. ;  in  1856  it  was 
raised  to  £3  Ss. ;  in  1870  to  £9,  at  which 
rent  it  had  since  remained,  and  at  which 
it  would  remain  as  long  as  Parliament 
refused  to  recognise  the  entirely  just  and 
proper  claim  of  the  tenant  for  the  value 
of  improvements  he  and  his  forefathers 
had  made  on  the  land,  but  from  which, 
undo*  a  caretaker's  notice,  he  could  be 
dismissed  at  any  time.     That  such  a 
ttmant  should  be  kept  outside  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1896  was  monstrous 
and  unjust.    The  question  of  improving 
the  dwellings  of  hibourers  in  Ireland 
struck  at  the  root  of  a  great  social  evil. 
Any  Act  of  Parliament  passed  to  improve 
the  dwellings  of  the  rural  poor  in  Ireland 
would  be  a  step  not  only  in  the  interests 
of  social  order  but  in  that  of  common 
humanity.    He  was  well  acquainted  with 
Swinford,  Achill,  Belmullet,  and  other 
districts  in  Hayo,  and  nothing  the  bou. 
Member  for  Dn-by  (Mr.  Drage)  said  would 
convey  an  adequate  notion  of  the  misery 
endured  by  the  unfortunate  peo]de  who 
lived  in  those  inhospitable  regions.  Only 
those  who  had  been  on  the  spot  could 
really  know  the  true  state  of  things. 
During  six  months  of  eveiy  year  the 
able-bodied  men  had  to  come  over  to 
England   and   Scotland    on   "  contract 
work,"  sleeping  out  in  sheds  and  bams 
to  get  together  from  £5  to  £8,  not  for 
the  nistenance   of   their   wives  and 
chUdren,  but  to  pay  their  landlords  exor 
iHtant  rents  for  wild  prairie  land  which 


they  had  broxight  from  a  state  of  abso- 
lute barrenness  by  their  labour  in  manur- 
ing and  sowing  wheat,  removing  rooks 
and  atones,  and  making  land  where  prac- 
tically no  land  previously  existed.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Derby  deserved  the 
thanks  of  Nationalist  Members  for  draw- 
iiig   attention   to   tho   horrible  con- 
ditions under  which  these  people  lived. 
For  lus  part  he  did  not  know  that  it 
would  be  in  order  if  he  were  to  suggest, 
in  connection  with  this  Debate,  any  of 
the    remedies  which    he  undoubtedly 
thought  should  be  effected  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  people  in  these  dis- 
tricts.    About  eight  or  ten  years  ago 
Parliament  passed  an  Act  to  open  up  the 
district  by  means  of  a  railway.  That 
undertaking  did  a  great  deal  of  good, 
but  the  line  stopped  short  of  Belmullet, 
an  important  town,  and  since  then  every 
effort  to  moke  the  Government  extend 
the  railmiy  had  entirely  foiled.    He  had 
to  say,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  farmers 
at  the  present  time,  that  he  thought  the 
statements  made  on  that  side  of  the 
House  as  to  the  rent  being  paid  out  of 
capital  were  entirely  justified.    He  re- 
cognised that  it  was  a  hard  thing  to 
understand  how  a  man  could  continue  to 
pay  rent  out  of  capital  and  still  go  on 
working  his  farm.    But  if  the  accounts 
were  balanced,  he  feared  it  would  be 
found  that  a  great  many  of  the  men  who 
were  supposed  to   be   solvent  tenants 
would  be  found  to  be  deeply  indebted 
indeed.     If  the  shopkeepers  in  parti- 
cular were  to  call  in  all  their  accounts 
and  press  for  the  full  payment  of  the 
debts  due  to  them,  something  like  na^ 
tional  bankruptcy  must  inevitably  ensue. 
People  in  gena-al  had  been  living  for  a 
number  of  years  from  the  credit  ad- 
vanced by  the  loan  and  local  banks,  and 
it  was  \fy  this  means  alone  that  the 
tenant  had  been  able  to  pay  his  rrait 
during  the  last  few  years,  aib  was  sorry  to 
learn  from  the  Attorney  General  thilt 
the  operations  of  the  47th  Section  of  the 
Act  of  1896  were  so  unsuccessful  that  in 
only  eight  cases  out  of  180  were  con- 
sents obtained  to  settlements  under  that 
section.    Such  a  state  of  facts,  to  his 
mind,  showed  a  most  unreasonable  spirit 
on  the  part  of  the  landlords  concerned, 
who  declined  to  avail  themselves  of  an 
Act  which  undoubtedly  could  do  much 
good,  and  which  could  not^  by  any  porai- 
bility,  do  them  uiy  harm.    It  was,  no 
doubt,  purely  voluntary,  but  he  thought 
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if  there  had  been  some  means  of  em- 
powering the  Commission,  when  the^ 
found  unreaBOuable  landlords  to  deal 
with  them  in  a  somewhat  compulsoiy 
way,  the  Attorney  General  would  not 
have  had  to  give  them  such  very  unsatis- 
factory news  as  to  the  reinstatement  of 
evicted  tenants.  He  knew  one  case  in 
Uie  county  Longford,  in  which  the  aotiial 
landlord  was  out  of  possession,  and  the 
Soottidi  Amicable  Insonmoe  Society  were 
the  mortgagees.  The  landlord  was  willing 
that  a  settlement  should  be  made,  but 
the  Scottish  Society  stepped  in  and  re- 
fused to  allow  this,  with  the  result  that 
the  unfortunate  tenant  and  his  family 
were  living  in  a  most  deplorable  state. 
He  was  glad  to  be  able  to  record  his 
Tote  and  give  his  strongest  support  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
£a«t  Mi^o.  He  thought  it  would  have 
been  a  lamentable  thing,  in  view  of  all 
the  &cts,  if  th^  Jiad  idlowed  an  occa- 
sion such  as  this  to  pass  without  ex- 
pressing to  the  Government  deep  regret 
at  their  inability  to  deal  with  the  matter 
of  the  settlement  of  the  Irish  Land  Ques- 
tion, and  he  could  only  hope  the  effect 
of  the  most  unsatisfactory  reply  of  the 
Attorney  General  would  be  to  consolidate 
and  strengthen  the  determination  of  the 
tfsiant  farmers  of  Ireland  to  press  their 
views  in  a  much  more  determined  man- 
ner on  the  attention  of  Parliament. 

Ha.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (RosoommoD, 
N.)  ofaserved  that  after  the  answer  given 
by  the  Government,  it  would  probably 
be  useless  for  him  to  appeal  further  to 
them  to  reconsider  their  position ;  yet 
the  case  that  had  been  laid  before  the 
House  ought,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, to  move  a  person  of  a  very  hard 
heart  to  reconsider  his  position.  The 
effect  of  legislation  which  was  under- 
taken last  year  had  unquestionably  been 
endangered  by  the  refusal  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  reconsider  their  determination 
not  to  shorten  the  judicial  term.  The 
case  for  shortening  that  term  was  so 
strong  that  it  ought  to  have  overcome 
the  ordinary  economic  ailment  that 
might  have  been  adduced  against  it.  The 
necessity  for  shortening  the  legal  term 
had  been  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  Courts  during  the 
first  four  years  of  their  existence  had 
been  denounced  by  the  Judge  of  the 
Land  Court  hims^  It  was  found,  by 
the  confession  of  Judge  Bewl^,  that  in 
refjard  to  the  present  judicial  rents  fixed 
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during  the  first  four  years  after  the 
setting  up  of  the  Land  Coiuts,  that  the 
rents  had  been  fixed  on  a  wrong  principle 
and  on  a  false  theory.  It  appeared  that 
the  Government  had  resolved  not  to  move 
on  this  important  question  of  shortening 
the  terms  of  the  judicial  leases.  One 
way  by  which  the  evil  might  be  oonsido*- 
ably  lessened  would  be  to  adopt  the  pro- 
poiitaon  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Louth — namely,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should,  in  addition  to  the  proposed 
l^slation  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  go 
further,  and  bring  in  an  Agricultural 
Rates  Bill  for  Ireland  in  the  present  Ses- 
sion, which  would  do  for  the  Irish  farmer 
that  which  was  done  last  year  for  the 
English  farmer,  and  reduce  his  rates 
half,  which  had  ahready  been  done  in 
England.  If  the  Government  would 
consider  that  proposition,  or  adopt  such 
portion  of  it  as  th^  m^ht  think  fit,  they 
would  apply  conudmible  alleviation  to 
the  present  condition  of  the  Irish  tenant. 
There  was  one  thing  certain,  and  that 
was,  that  unless  something  was  done  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  tenants  in 
Ireland  the  present  stato  of  peace  and 
order  was  not  likely  to  last  long. 

Mr.  THOMAS  LOUGH  (Islington, 
W.)  thought  his  hon.  Friends  had  done 
weU  in  emphasising  the  importance  of 
the  subject  now  under  discussion  and  the 
unsatisfiictory  answer  given  1^  the  At- 
tomc7  General  for  In^d.  What  was 
the  whole  essence  of  that  ahswra)  Hon. 
Members  had  stated  that  the  {^cultural 
depression  and  low  prices  made  the  pay- 
ment of  rent  impossible.  The  Attorney 
General  said  that  Ireland  had  not  escaped 
any  more  than  had  England  the  effect  of 
these  low  prices,  and  his  point  was,  that 
the  situation  of  Ireland  was  just  the 
same  as  that  of  England.  But  the 
grievous  thing  to  the  Irish  Members  was, 
tiiat  while  England,  or,  indeed,  the  whole 
of  Great  Britain,  was  in  a  state  of  the 
greatest  prosperity,  Ireland  was  on  the 
verge  of  ruin.  It  was  this  bitter  con- 
trast that  was  rankling  in  the  minds  not 
only  of  the  Nationalist  Members  from 
Ireland,  but  of  those  who  had  to  strugglo 
for  a  meagre  existence  there.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  to  quote  prices 
in  support  of  his  extraordinary  state- 
ment that  the  aitiiation  was  the  same, 
but  they  proved  exactly  the  opposite  of 
what  he  contended.  Every  price  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  quoted  about  Eng- 
land was  a  rising  price.  ^  , 
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Th«  attorney  general  fob 
IRELAND :  I  did  not  quote  any  price 
about  England. 

Mb.  lough  said  he  heard  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  quote  EingUsh  prices, 
and  they  were  all  rising  prices,  and  all 
the  Iririi  prices  he  quoted  were  falling 
inrices.  The  right  hon.  Gwtleman  meu- 
tioned  wheat.  Was  any  wheat  grown  in 
Ireland  I  Wheat  had  saved  the  English 
farmer  this  year,  but  he  was  astonished 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
suggest  that  it  could  possibly  do  any 
good  to  the  Irish  farmer.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  mentioned  "hay.  There 
had  been  a  small  rise  in  hay,  but  it  had 
been  no  good  to  the  Irish  fanner  because 
he  had  not  the  means  of  gettii^  the  hay 
to  the  market  profitably.  lliea  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mentioned  artides 
tint  had  fallen.    He  referred  to  butter. 

Tma  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND :  The  hon.  Member  mistakes 
me.  I  said  that  butter  was  one  of  the 
articles  that  had  risen. 

Mr.  lough  apologised  to  the  r^ht 
hon.  Gentleman.  That  was  so,  but  the 
rise,  two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  was  very 
small,  and  was  no  use  to  Ireland,  for  the 
reason  that  Irish  butter  had  ceased  to 
command  a  high  price  in  ibe  English 
market.  The  right  hon.  6aitl«nan  would 
admit  thero,  had  been  a  great  f^  in  the 
price  of  store  cattle,  and  nothing  con- 
tributed more  to  the  profits  of  English 
fiirmers  than  the  low  price  of  store  cattle. 
So  that  that  which  ruined  Ireland  made 
England  rich.  That  point  touched  the 
Tery  centre  of  the  mistake  the  Govern- 
ment were  making.  It  was  not  only  with 
regard  to  this  year,  but  with  regard  to 
the  past  50  years  that  the  people  of 
Ireland- felt  that  while  circumstances 
were  such  as  to  bring  them  lower  and 
lower  eveiy  year,  the  people  in  Great 
Britain  were  floiuishing  more  and  more 
every  day.  Every  statement  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Derby  was  grounded  on  fact. 
The  hon.  Member  pointed  attention  to 
the  fact  that  there  were  districts  in 
Ireland  not  scheduled  as  congested  dis- 
tricts, where  the  people  were  poorer  than 
in  the  so-called  congested  districts.  There 
was  a  population  of  2,000,000  nearly  all 
along  the  West  Coast  with  barely  the 
means  of  subsistence,  and  shamefully 
housed.  Not  one  of  the  statements  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Derby  had  been 
oontrorerted.  This  had  been  a  valuable 
Debate,  for  it  was  laying  the  foundation 


of  a  question  of  which  the  Government 
would  hear  much.  The  defence  of  the 
Government  was  going  to  be  that  the 
condition  of  things  in  Ireland  was  the 
same  as  in  Elngland.  They  had  had  the 
b^pnning  of  defence  that  night,  and 
the  friends  of  Ireland  were  trying  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  their  case,  wluch  was 
that  Ireland  was  discriminated  against, 
that  Ireland  was  ruined,  while  Great 
Britain  was  prospering  beyond  all  nations 
of  the  world.  He  thought  the  Queen's 
Speech  was  about  the  worst  Speech  ever 
given  to  the  House.  It  commenced  with 
massacres  and  went  into  war,  rebellion, 
and  famine.  It  left  out  the  clause  about 
economy.  It  threatened  new  taxes  for 
military  purposes,  and  finidly,it8  promises 
of  legislation  were  of  the  thinnest, 
vaguest,  and  most  unsatisfactory  kind. 
No  part  of  the  Speech  was  so  unsatis- 
factory as  that  which  dealt  with  Ireland, 
and  he  thought  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  extremely  wise  to  bring  for- 
ward this  broad  resolution.  A  year  ago 
he  stated  to  the  House  that  1896  had 
been  a  most  disastrous  year  for  Ireland, 
but  he  was  not  able  to  prove  it,  because 
no  focts  with  regard  to  that  year  had 
been  presented.  That  was  a  difficult 
hon.  Members  always  laboured  imder 
with  regard  to  Ireland.  Th^  never  got 
the  facts  until  they  were  too  late  t-o  be 
of  use.  Since  Parliament  separated  they 
had  got  some  facts  about  1895,  and  they 
absolutely  justified  his  statement.  In 
December  they  had  an  account  of  the 
local  taxation. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  question  of 
Irish  taxation  does  not  arise  in  the 
Amendment.  It  has  been  reserved  for 
discussion  on  another  day. 

Mb.  lough  said  he  had  no  intention 
of  going  into  it.  He  only  suggested  that 
the  burden  of  taxation  pressed  too  heavily 
on  their  poor  people.  They  were  at  the 
beginning  of  another  Session,  and  Irish- 
men were  met  with  the  same  indifference 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  They 
did  not  know  what  Ireland  had  suffered 
in  1896.  The  returns  would  not  be  laid 
for  another  year.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  House  said  the 
other  day,  with  the  greatest  ruiiveti, 
with  regard  to  the  taxation  questidn, 
"  How  is  it  that  it  has  not  been  men- 
tioned for  70  years?" 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member  is 
really  still  discussii^  that  question. 
Mb.  lough  said  he  did  not  mean  to 
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go  into  it  at  auy  leiigtli.  He  was  only 
goiug  to  point  out  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  uot  know  the  facts. 
Practically  the  whole  of  last  Session  they 
were  discussing  the  difficulties  of  the 
British  farmer  and  landowner,  and  great 
relief  was  given  to  them  in  local  taxation. 
What  waa  done  for  the  bish  farmer? 
Absolutely  nothing.  The  whole  case 
was  left  over.  Ho  was  aware  that 
£180,000  was  set  aside,  but  where  was 
it  now?  No  proposal  had  been  made 
with  regard  to  the  money.  The  relief 
given  to  the  British  farmer  iu  1896  was 
rankling  in  the  minds  of  everybody 
in  Ireland.  Allusion  had  been  made  to 
the  disastrous  harvest.  In  Great  Britain 
the  weather  on  the  whole  was  favourable 
for  the  harvest.  ["  No,  no  I "]  At  any 
rate  it  was  in  many  (daces.  In  Irelacbd 
the  harvest  was  jnBctically  washed  away, 
and  that  made  it  much  harder  to  bear 
the  burden  of  rent  and  taxation, 
which  was  just  as  heavy  as  it  ever  was. 
Perhaps  the  most  prosperous  parts  of 
Ireland  were  those  in  which  the  wide 
grazing  districts  were  situated,  and  yet 
he  was  informed  that  even  those 
districts  had  suffered  great  distress  last 
year.  The  farmers  in  those  districts  had 
been  forced  to  sell  their  cattle  after  tuey 
had  been  upon  their  land  for  some  five 
or  six  months  at  the  same  price  that  they  I 
bod  paid  for  them,  and  thereby  they  hod  ' 
sustained  a  very  heavy  loss.  Great  dis- 
tress had  fallen  upon  the  south  and 
middle  of  Ireland  also  in  conBcqucnco  of 
the  fall  in  the  price  of  barley.  In  a 
most  interesting  article  that  had  ap- 
peared in  Tltr  Timex  a  sort  time  ago, 
summarising  the  progress  of  the  year  in 
Ireland,  it  was  shown  that  during  the 
last  six  months  there  had  been  a  great 
decrease  in  the  revenues  of  the  railways 
id  that  countty.  That  was  a  staiking 
proof  of  the  state  of  i^culture  in  that 
(wiintty,  because  the  receipts  of  the  Irish 
railways  were  chi^v  derived  from  tl  e 
carriage  of  agricultural  produce.  He 
thoiight  that  the  control  of  remote 
brandies  of  Iriwh  railwnrs  slmuld  \y- 
takeii  over  by  the  Irish  Ijcjcal  Oovern- 
ment  Board.  Another  proof  of  the  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  country  was  to 
be  found  in  the  large  increase  of  its 
pauperism,  uid  he  was  satisfied  that  in 
many  districts  in  Ireland  the  population 
were  on  the  verge  of  famine.  The  ri^t 
hon..  Gendeman  opposite  had  said  that 
the  pauperism  of  the  country'  would  te 
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relieved  under  the  Poor  Law,  but  it 
would  be  most  unfortunate  if  the  people 
of  Ireland  were  taught  to  rely  upon  Poor 
Law  relief.  The  serious  feature  of  the 
situation  was  that  the  misery  suffered  by 
the  Insh  people  was  contrasted  with  the 
great  progress  and  comfort  that  prevailed 
iu  Great  Britain,  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  alluded  to  the  Report  of  the 
Keccss  Committee,  but  that  Report  de- 
prived the  Government  of  their  last  pro- 
tection. The  defence  of  the  Government 
had  been  that,  seeing  that  Ireland  was 
an  agricultxu'al  country,  she  must  of 
necessity  experience  her  share  of  the  dis- 
tress which  had  fallen  upon  agricultural 
countries  generally.  But  the  Report  of 
the  Recess  Committee  showed  that  in 
agricultural  countries  such  as  Holland, 
Denmark,  Norway  eoid  Sweden,  the 
population  had  doubled  within  the  pre- 
sent century,  and  that  was  a  proof  undo* 
a  proper  system  and  Government,  agri- 
cultural countries  might  become  pros- 
perous .  He  should  hke  to  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  and  the  speech 
by  which  he  supported  it,  which  went  far 
beyond  the  terms  of  the  Amendment  it- 
self. Ho  did  not  ^ee  with  the  ophaion 
of  the  hon.  Member  that  no  good  had 
resulted  from  the  Act  of  last  year.  He 
M-as  as  anxious  as  the  hon.  Mtmiber  him- 
self was  to  seo  something  done  for  the 
benefit  of  Ireland,  and  he  had  no  desire 
to  make  light  of  anything  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  done  in  that  direction. 
This  matter  ought  not  to  be  regarded 
from  a  party  point  of  view  in  Ireland. 
The  Irish  landlord  had  his  grievances  as 
well  as  the  Irish  t^iants.  The  true  in- 
terest of  the  Irish  people,  whether  land* 
lords  or  tenants,  was  to  band  themselves 
together  in  order  to  secure  harmony  of 
feeing  among  all  classes,  and  to  obtain 
a  better  Government  than  that  which  now 
occupied  the  Front  Bench  opposite.  As 
far  as  he  understood  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  it  was  to  set  the  classes  if 
Ireland  against  one  another,  and  having 
accomplished  that  object  to  ruin  them 
all  with  iHjrfect  imimrtiality.  He  knew 
a  good  deal  about  Ireland,  because  he  had 
seen  much  of  what  was  going  on  there 
during  his  recent  visit  to  that  country. 
When  he  was  in  the  north  of  Ireland  he 
had  attended  a  little  cattle  show  there 
and  had  seen  the  Orai^  band  an'd  the 
Nationalist  band  arrive,  not  to  lead  rival 
factions  agaiiut  each  other,  but.  to  give 
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as  diucIl  music  «jad  success  to  the  oc* 
casion  as  they  could.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  in  all  parts  of  Ireland  at  the  pre- 
Bent  moment  there  was  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  people  to  draw  together 
and  to  relieve  themselves  of  the  great 
difficulties  under  which  they  were  all 
placed  by  the  legislation  of  that  House. 
He  hoped  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  would  forgive  him  for 
Baying  that  the  true  interest  of  every 
Natioiialist  was  to  seek  the  harmonious 
«ad  common  action  of  all  the  people  of 
Ireland  against  their  enemies,  the  Gov- 
ernment which  sat  on  the  opposite 
beaches.  As  far  as  he  could  judge,  the 
Irish  Members  had  commenced  the  Ses- 
sion pretty  well,  but  he  did  not  sym- 
pathise with  certain  threats  as  to  what 
would  occur  in  Ireland  if  that  House  did 
notf  follow  a  particular  course.  If  he 
m^ht  apply  a  saiptural  comparison,  he 
would  Bay  that  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  Government  were  like  the  unjust 
Judge,  who  feared  not  God  and  regaixled 
not  man  in  connection  with  Ireland.  He 
would  compare  the  Irish  party  to  the 
widow  who  came  to  the  judge  crying  that 
she  should  be  avenged  of  her  adversary, 
and  who  troubled  him  because  her 
prayer  was  not  granted. 

*JtAJOB  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  said 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down  might  be  an  excellent  judge 
of  what  the  policy, 'of  the  Government 
ought  to  be,  and  he  also  might  be  an 
admirable  judge  of  widows,  but 
he  certainly  was  not  an  authority 
that  the  Irish  Party  could  recog- 
nieo  as  one  from  whom  they 
were  going  to  take  their  policy. 
Hon.  Members  on  the  Government 
Benches  had  complained  of  this  dtscus- 
uon  being  raised,  but  surely  the  justifi- 
cation was  to  be  found  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  itself.  It  was  there  stated  that 
the  t^ricultural  interests  of  Ireland  were 
of  paramount  importance.  If  that  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Government,  how  could 
they  object  to  any  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hull.  Member  for  Elast  Mayo? 
What  did  they  learn  from  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  when  the  hon.  Member 
fur  Kast  Mnyo,  speaking  Inst  night,  made 
a  slip  ill  saying  there  were  no  Nationuhsts 
on  the  (.'nugrnti'd  Dintricts  lloiinll  He 
liPiird  a  ]>lurnlity  of  plui'alB'  fixiui  the 
First  Lord,  and  he  rose  iRtm  his  seat  in 
the  firm  conviction  that  every  member 
of  the  Cong^ted  Districts  Board  was 


a  Nationalist.  But  he  found  there  were 
two  Nationalists  on  that  Board,  and  be 
supposed  that  was  so  only  for  appearance 
sake.  Ever^'thiug  in  Ireland  was  done 
for  appearance  sake.  The  policy  of  the 
Goveniment  was  all  for  appearance 
sake  ;  it  was  like  the  policy  of  the  man 
who  went  out  to  dinner  in  a  sedan  chair 
with  the  bottom  out,  and  who  said  if  it 
was  not '.for  appeoraoce  sake  he  would 
as  soon  have  walked.  He  denied  that 
Ireland  was  ]>rosperom.  Why  was  she 
not  i>rosperousf  Because  she  was  an 
agricultural  countr}'.  England  had  a 
teeming  population,  nnri  she  had  to  feed 
it.  What  did  she  dot  She  mined  the 
small  agricultural  country  by  allowing 
every  countr}*  in  the  world  to  compete 
with  her  in  her  produce.  England  said 
to  Ireland,  "  Tea,  I  will  tax  you  in  more 
ways  than  one ;  I  will  make  you  sell 
your  produce  at  famine  prices  in  order 
that  I  can  feed  my  population."  Irish- 
men were  asked  why  they  did  not  hold 
out  the  hand  of  friendship.  They  did 
not  do  so  because  of  the  gibes  and  sneMU 
and  laughter  they  heard  when  they 
brought  up  the  ills  and  griefs  of  their 
country.  They  came  to  Parliament  Ses- 
sion after  Session  with  the  old,  old  story, 
and  what  did  they  getl  Hon.  Members 
said  they  had  heajrd  the  story  often,  and 
did  not  believe  it.  Why  was  Ireland  not 
treated  as  England  and  Soothtnd  were 
treated  ?  Why  did  not  Irish  agriculture 
receive  the  relief  which  was  given  to 
agriculture  in  the  two  other  countries 
last  year?  If  it  did,  it  would  receive 
£900,000  iiiBtead  of  £180,000.  He 
trusted  the  Government  would  not  look 
upon  this  Motion  as  one  which  was  made 
factionally,  but  as  one  which  had  been 
wrung  from  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  by  the  contemplation  of  the 
troubles  and  sorrows  and  distresses  of  the 
most  worthy  and  industrious  people 
whom  he  and  his  colleagues  vere  sent 
to  Parliamrat  to  represent. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  O'MALLET  (Galway, 
Connemara)  said  that  the  Irish  Members 
and  their  constituents  felt  greatly  in- 
debted to  the  hon.  Member  for  Islington 
for  the  great  interest  he  had  taken  in 
the  ciiuse  of  Ireland.  Personally,  he 
offered  the  hon.  Gentleman  liia  thanks 
for  the  RpeecU  be  Inul  made,  just  as  he 
offered  Im  tliiinks  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Derby  for  the  interest  he  had  taken 
in  the  Irish  cause.  At  present,  upon  the 
financial  relations  between  the  two 
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countries  NatioualisU  and  Uniomsts  were 
making  common  cause,  and  it  was  the 
hope  of  every  man  sitting  aroimd  him 
that  once  the  Land  Question  was 
settled  they  would  find  landlords  and 
tenants,  Nationalists  and  Unionists,  work- 
ing in  harmony  for  the  common  good  of 
the  country.  Irish  Members  were  twitted 
with  indulging  too  much  in  sentiment, 
but  surely  upon  the  present  occasion 
th^  bad  adduced  facts  and  figures 
sufficient  to  convince  the  Govern- 
ment? He  trusted  '  that  even 
now,  the  eleventh  hour,  they  would 
do  justice  to  his  unfortunate  country. 
He  happened  to  represent  one  of  the 
poorest  parts  of  Ireland — a  congested  dis- 
trict in  the  West  of  Galway,  and  he 
feared  the  Board  of  Agriculture  pro- 
mised to  Ireland  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
would  afford  very  little  material  aid  to 
his  poor  constituents,  whose  poverty  was 
mainly  due  to  the  exorbitant  rents 
raactod  from  them,  regardless  of  the 
miserable  land  on  which  th^  sot^ht  to 
maintain  an  existence.  Moreover,  they 
had  been  handicapped  by  being  deprived 
of  every  means  of  encouraging  their  own 
native  industries.  It  was  obvious  that 
any  country  where  the  population  was 
decreasing,  and  the  ability  to  pay  taxes 
diminishing,  was  in  a  bad  condition.  A 
few  figures  would  prove  this  in  r^ard 
to  the  county  of  Galway.  From  1851  to 
1896  no  fewer  than  ]3;i,126  persons  had 
emigrated.  In  1841  the  population  was 
414,810;  in  1891  it  had  fallen  to 
214,712,  a  decrease  of  CO  per  cent.,  and 
those  figures  would  apply  pretty  gene- 
rally with  the  rest  of  Ireland.  In  1841 
there  were  75,982  houses  in  Galway ;  in 
1891  only  41,385.  It  was  impossible  for 
any  hon.  Member  who  was  not  personally 
acquainted  with  this  part  of  Ireland  to 
realise  the  poverty,  distress,  and  misery 
that  existed  there,  especially  on  the  coast 
line,  and  he  would  earnestly  appeal  to 
the  GU}vemment,  and  to  the  Chief  Sec- 
retory especially,  to  see  what  they  could 
do  to  relieve  the  sufferuig  of  these  poor 
people  and  to  do  whatever  they  did  in 
the  matter  in  a  prompt,  thorough,  and 
effectiv€f  manner.  [Cheeri'J] 

Mb.  DAVID  SIIEEHY  (Galwny,  S.) 
said  that  it  had  ever  been  a  serious  error 
on  the  part  of  English  Ministers  to  mini< 
mise  the  troubles  and  difficulties  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  was  very  sorry  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
had  t<j  a  large  extent  fallen  into  the  same 
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mistake  in  his  speech  that  -night.  The 
reason  of  this  was  that  Ministers  had  tb» 

fatal  toidency  to  rely  so  much  and  bq 
thoroughly  on  the  reports  of  their  subor- 
dinates— on  the  comparatively  roseate 
reports  sent  to  them  by  their  inspectors 
in  Ireland.    But  to  whom  did  those 
inspectors  go — to  what  class  of  men  did 
they  go  to  make  inquiries!   Why,  in- 
variably to  the  wrong  class  of  men  to 
obtain  full  and  accurate  information  as 
to  the  real  facts.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  They 
never  happened  to  make  their  inquiriea 
of  those  who,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
!  were  the  best  able  to  state  actual 
condition  of  things,  and  to  state  them 
fully  and  fairly.   He  had  found  in  his 
own  experience,  and   it  was  the  case 
generally,  that  the  inspector  generally 
went  to  the  landlord  or  local  magnate 
for  his  information,  and  as  it  was  to  the 
direct  interest  of  the  landlord  to  keep 
down  the  rates,  which  full  heavily  upon 
him,  he  put  the  beet  face  on  things  that 
he  could.   The  inspector  only  echoed  in 
his  report  what  was  told  him  by  the 
landlord,  and  consequently  the  Govern- 
ment rarely  got  a  real  knowledge  of  the 
actual  state  of  things  in  Ireland,  and  of 
!  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  people  in 
i  the  poorer  districts  of  the  country.  This 
'  method  of  offering  to  meet  distress  in 
'  many  districts  by  the  ordinary  adminia- 
j  tratiODf  o{  the  law  was  like  offering  to 
feed  a  dog  on  its  own  tail.   The  Govern- 
ment were  asked  to  come  to  the  rdief  of 
distress  in  the  congested  districts,  where 
poverty  was  extreme  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, where  the  actual  food  supply  was 
j  already  consumed,  and  where  the  outlook 
I  for  the  people  in  many  districts  was  ab- 
;  solute  famine.  They  were  told  they  must 
I  bo  satisfied  because  inspectors  had  been 
!  sent  down  to  make  careful  inquiries. 
I  Would  these  inspectors  go  to  those  who 
;  coiUd  give  them  accurate  information,  to 
the  parish  Priest,  and  to  those  who  were 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  wants  and 
the  needs  of  the  people,  or  would  the^ 
be  left  a  free  hand  and  go  only  to  the 
local  district  inspector,  the  local  agent  (a 
the  local  magnate!   They  would  watch 
and  wait  to  see  whether  the  refusal  to  do 
nothing  for  Ireland  but  what  was  fore- 
shadowed in  the.  Queen's  Speech  ;  and  if, 
notwithstanding  the  pressure  that  would 
be  put  upon  them,  the  Government  con- 
tinued tn  turn  a  denf,  dull,  unsympathetic 
j  ear  to  all  their  claims  and  demands,  no 
\  uwtter  what  their  justice  and  pressing 
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necessity,  then  the  GoTemmeut  would  | 
sot  h&Te  so  easy  an  existence  as  they 
had  mapped  out  for  themselves.  The 
cries  of  the  people  of  Ireland  had  almost 
reached  the  limits  of  endurance  and  for- 
bearance, and  the  Government  were  act- 
ii^  injudiciously  and  unwisely  in  putting 
the  screw  and  the  pressure  of  necessity 
so  severdy  on  the  Irish  people  as  to 
compel  tl^m  in  their  own  linterrat  and 
Uft  their  own  safe^  to  take  another  and 
man  violent  course.  He  warned  the 
Government  that  if  this  extreme  and  ar- 
rogant attitude  of  refusal  were  main- 
tained they  would  certainly  have  to  meet 
an  outburst  of  public  feding  in  Ireland 
for  which  they  and  they  alone  would  be 
responsible.  Knowing  the  people  as  he 
did,  he  said  they  would  not  remain  rc- 
sbnined  much  longer,  unless  another 
course  were  adpoted.  The  Land  Act  of 
last  year  had  not  Inrought  the  people  any 
penuaAent  or  immediate  rdief,  and  im- 
mediate relief  was  urgently  required. 
They  demanded  from  the  Government — 
and  if  the  Government  were  wise  they 
would  grant  them  immediate  relief  in 
these  respects — a  short  Act  shortening 
the  judicial  term,  the  renewal  of  the  Act 
of  1887,  a  brief  Arrears  Act,  and  an  Act 
reducing  automatically  the  judicial  rents 
of  Ireland.  These  things  were  necessary, 
for  the  farmers  of  Ireland  could  not  con- 
tinue in  their  present  condition.  He 
pressed  again  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  th^  coming  to  some  solu- 
tion of  the  claims  of  Ireland  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  He  did  not  suppose  that  any- 
thing wotdd  come  out  of  this  Amendment 
directly,  but  he  hoped  the  question  would 
be  raised  again  and  again  until  the  Gov- 
ernment conceded  some  of  their  Inti- 
mate demands. 

Db.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  Attorney 
Genaal  for  Ireland  say  that  the  existing 
Poor  Law  was  sufiicaent  to  meet  the  dis- 
txeu,  and  that  the  distress  was  not  more 
than  normal  in  some  of  the  districts. 
He  would  give  figures  to  show  that  in 
Achill  Island,  and  the  Wcstport  Union 
there  was  more  than  normal  distress. 
On  the  I7th  of  January  a  deputation 
waited  upon  the  Westport  Guardians, 
who,  as  a  result  of  the  representations 
made  to  them,  gave  £9  2s.  6d. 
ef  out^loor  rdief,  which  amounted 
to  £500  a  year,  whereas  they  only 
made  an  estimate  of  £100  or  £200. 
The  value  of  crops  in  Ireland  had  fallen 


from  £58,000,000  in  1861  to  £31,000,000 
in  1889.    The  value  of  stock  had  in  the 

same  period  increased  from  £39,000,00!) 
to  £54,000,000.  Local  taxation  had  in- 
creased from  £2,000,000  to  £3,000,000. 
Population  had  decreased  from  8,000,000 
in  1841  to  5,129,000  in  1881,  and  in  1891 
it  was  4,681,000.  It  might  be  said  that 
with  the  decrease  of  population  life  was 
made  worth  living  to  those  who  re- 
mained. But  to  establish  ^t  propo* 
sition  there  should  be  a  decrease  in  the 
Poor  Rate,  whereas  there  had  been  an 
enormous  increase  from  £959,736  in 
1873  to  £1,397,032  in  1893.  It  was 
scarcely  necessary  to  go  into  the  statis- 
tics of  emigration,  but  in  the  SO  years 
between  1831  and  1861,  out  of  a  total 
of  4,645,247  emigrants  who  left  these 
islands,  Ireland  supplied  3,097,465.  From 
1st  Blay,  1851,  to  January,  1896,  the 
total  emigration  from  Ireland  was 
3,651,425,  or  about  70  per  cent,  of  a 
population  of  5,500,000.  Of  the  total 
number  of  emigrants,  about  86  per  cent, 
were  between  the  ages  of  10  and  45,  so 
that  it  would  appear  that  the  young  and 
able-bodied  left  Ireland  and  the  old  re- 
mained at  home  to  die.  Two  remedies 
had  been  suggested  for  the  disastrous 
condition  of  Irish  agriculture,  and  one  of 
these  was  the  establishment  of  an  Agri- 
cultural Bo^,  the  addition  of  one  more 
to  the  number  of  Boards  with  which  Ire> 
land  was  saddled  at  a  cost  of^  nearly 
£27,000.  And,  again,  instead  of  light 
railways  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  there 
were  rumoxirs  in  the  air  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  intended  to  run  a  lug-boat 
from  Achill  Sound  to  Belmullet,  and  this, 
it  was  suggested,  would  bring  peace  and 
happiness  to  Achill  people,  who  en- 
deavoured to  get  a  living  out  of  holdings 
of  a  quarter  of  an  acre.  He  recom- 
mended the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
up  these  ideas.  A  useful  Board  existed 
in  Ireland,  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  which  would  be  swept  away  by  the 
new  Board.  But  Ha  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  been  doing  excellent 
work  for  yeojrs  past,  and  he  suggested 
that  they  should  continue  their  work  and 
be  invested  with  compxdsory  powers  for 
the  purchase  of  land  upon  fair  arbitration 
terms.  Let  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  divide  such  land  into  reasonable* 
sized  holdings  at  Achill  and  elsewhere, 
and  in  this  way  there  woiUd  be  more 
effect  than  any  number  of  lug-boats  be- 
tween Achill  uid  BebuuUet. 
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Question  put,  "That  those  words  be  |  The  House  divided  : — ^Ayes,  125  j  Noes, 
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Abraham,  ^ViUiam  (Cork,N.E.) 
Acl&nd,  Rt.  Hod.  A.  H.  Drke 
Allan,  William  rGateshead) 
Ailison,  Itobert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  llobcrt  (Mayo,  "W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barry.  K.  (Cork,  8.) 
Birrell,  Augustin« 
Blske.  Edwanl 
Bri^  John 
Oolawcll,  J  am  06 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carew,  Jamee  Laurence 
Cauoton,  Bk'hard  Knight 
Clark,  l>r.  (i.  B.  (Caittoesa-ah.) 
Collery,  Bernard 
Commins,  Andrew 
Condon,  ThomaB  Joseph 
Crean,  Kugene 
CriUy,  Daniel 

Camm,  'Xlionuw  B.  (Donegal) 
Daly,  Jamea 

Daviee,  M.Vaaghan-  (Cardigan] 

Daviea,  W.  lieed-  (PemWokeBh.) 

Davitt,  Michuol 

Dillon,  John 

Donolan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

1>oughty,  George 

KlliH,  Tho8.Kdw.  (Slenonothsh.) 

Engledow,  Charles  John 

KTanii,lSir  l*Van(-iHlI.(South'ton) 

FarquharBon,  Dr.  Bobert 

Farrell,  Jamw  l\  (Cavan.  VT.) 

Fenwick,  Charlea 

Ferguson,  U.  C.  Munro  (Leitb) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William  (Dublin) 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Uibnoy,  James 

Oilhooly,  Jumea 

Gladstone,  BkUn-IIerbflrt  John 

tioddard,  Daniol  Ford 


AYES. 

Ualdaoe,  Richard  Burdon 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harcoort,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W  illiam 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harrison,  Charles 
Haj-ne,  Bt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
HaneU,  Walter 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Loat^ 
Hemphill,  Bt  Hon.  Charlea  H. 
Hogan,  Jamee  Francis 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
JoneBiDavidBrynmor  (SwanseaJ 
JoneBjM'illiam  (Oumarronslure) 
Kilbride,  Donin 
Knox,  Edmund  Francis  Vesey 
Lambiort,  George 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,SirWUIrid(Cumb'land) 
Leese,SirJoBe])h  F.  (Accrington) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Ijogan,  John  William 
Ijough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M4cNeiU,  Jdin  Gordon  Swift 
M<Arthur,  William 
M'Cartan,  Slichaol 
M'Dcrmott,  Patrick 
M*Donnell,Dr.M.A.  (Queen'sC.) 
M'Ghoo,  Richurd 
M'Hugh,  X*atrifk  A.  (Leitrim) 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Montagu,  Sir  8.  (Whil«chapdJ 
Morley,  Rt.Hcai.John(MoutKwe) 
Morton,  Edward  JohnChalmera 
Mumaghan,  Georpe 
NuBsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tiptwrary) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


O'Eeeffe,  Francis  Arthur 
O'Eelly,  James 
O'MaUey,  William 
Palmer,Sir  Chorlce  M.(Diirhun) 
Famell,  John  Howard 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northonb.) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Frovand,  Andrew  Drybnrgh 
Reckitt,  Harold  Jamee 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Uenbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmond  (Dundee) 
Robeon,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,Hon.  Jamee  (l-^aat  Kerry) 
Roche,  John  (East  Galway) 
liMtmuel,  J.  (.Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  K. 
Sheehy,  David 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spioer,  Albert 
Strachcy,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Dtm^U  WJ 
lliomas,  Alfred(Gluiuiirgan,£.) 
Tuite,  James 
Tully,  Jasper 
W^allace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  John  Tjawson 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notta) 
Wilaon,  Charlea  Henrr  (UoU) 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.(Norfolk) 
Wilson,  Heniy  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  JoE.H.(Middleebroaeh] 
WoodhouBe,SirJ.T.(Hudd*xri'U 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tkllkks  for  the  Avsti,  Sir 
Thomas  Esmonds  and  Dr. 
Tanner. 


Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Atktnaon,  Rt.  Hon.  J<din 
Baden-Powell,  Sir  Geo.  Smytli 
B^t,  Capt  Josceline  FitzRoy 
B^carree,  Ix>rd 
Ballour,  Rt.  Hon.AJ.(Manch'r) 
BanbuTj',  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  A.  H.  Smith<  (Hunts.) 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bflach,Rt.HD.  Sir  M.H.(Bristol/ 
BetheU,  Commander 
Bigwood,  Janios 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Itoscawen,  Arthur  Oriffith- 
Bousfleld,  William  Bobert 
Braaaey,  Albert 
Biodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Uontagn 
Bucknill,  Thomas  Townsend 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 


NOES. 
Campbell,  James  A. 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  (Derbyshire) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  O.  W. 
Cliamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.J.(Birra.) 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Claro,  OctaviuB  I<eigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  ITios.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loois 
Collinga,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesae 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  U.  Athole 
Compton,  Ijord  Alwj'ne  (Iteda.) 
Cool^  Fred  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  0.  W.  Radcliffe^erefd) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
C;un!on,Rt.Hn.aN.(Lanc.S.W.) 
Curzon,  Viscouut  (Bucks.) 
Datrym^le,  Sir  Chartea 
Dane,  Richard  M. 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley- 
Daviee,  Hotatio  D.  (Chatham) 
Denoj-,  Colonel 


Dickson-royndcr,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfleld- 
Dieoiaali,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Aken- 
Doxiford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Dmcker,  G.  C.  AdoljAna 
Doncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fardell,  Thomas  George 
Fellowea,  Hon.  Ailw%-n  Edward 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyn* 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery,  Fortoscue 
Foreter,  Heurv  William 
I'orwood,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  B. 
Foster,  Colonel  (lAncaator) 
Foster,  Harry  8.  (S^olk) 
Fry,  Lewis 
Garfit,  William  ■ 
Gedgc,  Sydnev  .  . 
GiblM,  Hop.  V'icarj  {St.Albans.) 
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Gilw,  Charles  T>TreU 
GiUiat,  John  Saandert 
Godson,  AugtutuH  Frederick 
Goldflwotthj,  Major-Genonl 
Gont,  Kt.  UoQ.  Hit  John  Eldon 
Goachtm,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goolding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Uenrv  Robert 
Gray,  ICmest  fWott  Ham) 
GreVille,  Captain 
Gall,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lnrd  G«o. 
Hanbary,  Kt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Heath, ,  Fames 
ilelder,  Augustus 
Hill,  Rt.Hn.  Lord  Arthur(Down 
Hoare,  Edw,Brodie(HampBtead 
Holland,  Hon.  Uonel  Raleigh 
Hopkinaon,  Alfred 
Hooldsworth,  Sir  VTm.  Henry 
Hotuton,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoj  lo 
Hubbard,  Hon.  £ve]}-n 
Hudaon,  George  Bickersteth 
Hunt,  Sir  Frederick  Seager 
Hntton,  John  (Yorka.N.R.) 
Jenkina,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jeesel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kemp,  George 
Kenny,  William 
Kenycm,  James 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Leea 
Laorie,  Lient-GoDeral 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Vorks) 
Lea,  SirTbomae  (r>(aidonderr}') 
I«ckr,  William  Edward  H. 
Leea,  Elliott  (Birkonhoad) 
Llewellyn,  Evan  U.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn(Sw*na*a) 

cathoucb  of  ibeland  (cxivxbsitt 
education). 

Mr.  CHARLES  ENGLEDOW  (Kil- 
dare,  K.)  moved  at  the  end  of  the 
Queetion,  to  add  the  words — 

'  **  And  we  humbly  represent  to  Tour  Majesty 
that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  have  suffered  under 
an  intolerable  grieTance  in  reitpect  of  University 
Education  ;  that  the  axintenc-e  of  this  grievance 
hia  been  rt.'CogiuBed  by  eucceuaivG  UovommeDts  ; 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government 
iHannliately  to  propose  le^iislation  with  a  view 
to  placing  Irish  Catholics  on  a  fbotiDg  of 
equality  with  their  fellow  countrymen  in  all 
matters  concerned  with  University  Education. 

He  said  that  it  n'us  with  ^avc  regret  and 
deep  disappointment  that  he  had  read 
the  S])ecch.  from  the  Throne,  and  found 
in  it  no  mention  of  any  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  take  some 
•teps  to  remedy  the  injustice  which  the 
Irish  Ronum  (.'uthulics  had,  and  were 
Buffering,  in  the  matter  of  Vui^'ersity 
Kiucation.  So  long  as  that  injustice  re- 
mained, was  it  to  be  exitected  that  the 
Boman  Catholic  population  of  Ireland 


Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A-R^Ebbbx) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  CliarlesW.(£vosh'm 
Long,  Rt  Htt.  Walter  (L'pool 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
L  ioa».Shadwell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  John  William 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis 
H*EiUop,Ja  CB 
Malcolm,  lau 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
MasBey-MainwiiriDg  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  8ir  Herb^t  E. 
MeWor,  Col  )ii  1  (Lancashire) 
Mcyscy-ThomiNHm.  ^  H.  M. 
Hiln«r,  &x  Fradoick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Murray^Charlee  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Arthur  (Darlington) 
FhiUpotta,  Captain  Arthur 
Platt-Higgine,  Frederick 
Pryce-Jones,  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charlea 
Richardson,  Thomas 
Ridley,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  Matthew  W. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Backney) 
Round,  Jamos 

Russell,  CoL  F.  S.  (Cheltenham) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 


Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Lim^oose} 
Scohle,  Sir  Andrew  Bicbard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
8han«>  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewee-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  (Herts) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurcb) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Sometwtl 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stone,  Sir  John  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Bturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  John  G.  (Oxford  Univ.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinaon,  Wm.  Edw.  Monay 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  IVederick 
Web8ter,SirR.E.  ( Isle  of  Wight) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wbitmoro,  CharlM  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  PoweU  (Bir.) 
Willox,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh,  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham>Quiu,  itajor  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Younger,  William 

TtLLZns    FOR    THE   KOES,  Sit 

William  Walnmd  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


could  be  content  to  tolerate  a  grievance 
so  serious  against  their  spiritual,  as  well 

as  material,  interests?  He  thought  he 
might  take  it  for  granted  that  all,  at  any 
rate  a  very  large  majority,  of  those  who 
understood  the  University  system  of  Ire- 
land would  agree  with  him  that  a  serious 
grievance  did  exist.  And  by  no  one  had 
this  p*ievance  been  more  clearly  shown, 
nor  the  intellectual  and  material  disad- 
vantages resulting  from  the  present  con- 
dition of  things  been  more  clearly  laid 
down,  than  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  He  did  not  suppose  it  was 
generally  known  hi  this  country  that 
large  nunibcrK  of  Irishmen  were  at  pre- 
sent preclu'led  from  the  enjoyment  of 
university  education,  honours,  and  emolu- 
ments on  account  of  their  conscientious 
religious  opinions.  What  did  they  claim? 
Nothing  more  thiiit  that  some  arrange* 
menl  should  be  come  to  so  as  to  put  the 
Roman  CathoUcs  on  a  footing  of  equality 
with  their  fellow-countrymen.  He  hoped 
that  the  House  would  not  consider  that 
Digitized  i^Jihird 
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an  nnreaMiiable  request,  and  that  the 
present  Bystem,  which  was  distinctlj  dis- 
adyactageoua  to  tliose  who  hold  these 
(»n8cientiou8  objections,  would  be 
amended,  and  these  disadvantages  re- 
moved, so  that  all  Irishmen,  no  matter 
what  their  creed  might  be,  would  stand  on 
a  footing  of  equality  with  the  rest  of  their 
fellow-countrymen — so  far,  at  any  rate, 
as  university  education,  honours,  and 
emoluments  were  concerned.  They  had 
for  many  years  been  claiming  justice  on 
the  point,  but,  alas !  nothing  had  been 
done  by  the  responsible  Ministers  of  the 
Crown.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, as  far  back  as  July  1885,  speak- 
ing as  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in 
this  House,  stated — 

"  If  it  be  our  lot  to  be  in  autiwrity  next 
year,  I  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  advance 
sotne  propoiial  which  will  be  a  satiefactury 
settlement  of  this  iiiobt  important  question." 

But  not  one  single  step  had  been  taken 
to  settle  this  most  important  question. 
The  Leader  of  the  House,  in  the  year 
1889,  when  questioned  on  the  subject 
whether  his  attention  had  been  drawn  to 
certtun  resolutions  passed  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops  of  Ireland,  said — 

"  The  resolutionfi  deal  with  many  queBtiona, 
and  ovta*  the  whole  field  of  ediicatioik  in  Ire- 
land. Without  jdving  iq)ecii!c  answers  to  tiie 
variouB  points  alluded  to  in  them,  I  may  say 
that  Rome  of  them,  notably  higher  education, 
liave  long  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Goremment,  and  in  respect  to  them  we  hope 
to  be  able  to  raake  proposals  to  the  House." 

And  again,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
his  sp^ch  on,the  Appropriation  Bill,  was 
still  more  explicit  in  recognising  our 
grievances — 

"I  repeat  in  the  House  what  I  hare  said 
outside  the  House,  tbat  in  my  opinion  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  to  give  higher  ^nive^ 
sity  education  to  the  Roman  Catinlica  of  be- 
hind.   .   .  . 

"The  experiment  undenominational 
higher  education  has  now  been  tried  suffi- 
ciently long  to  make  it,  I  am  afraid,  perfectly 
clear  that  nothing  Parliament  has  hitherto 
done  to  promote  that  object  will  really  meet 
the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  Roman  (Atbolic 
|Mipulation  of  itiat  country. 

"  litis  bdng  so,  we  liave  no  attemative  but 
to  try  and  dflriae  some  scheme  by  which  the 
wants  of  the  CathoUc  population  shall  be  met." 

He  trusted,  therefore,  he  might  appeal 
with  confidence  to  t^e  right  hon.  Gentle> 
man  that  he  would  devise  a  scheme  to 
remedy  a  state  of  things  in  Ireland  which 
he  had  himself  described  as  "  not  credits 
able,"  and  such  as  he  cannot  look  upon 

Mr.  Chartes  Engiedow, 


with  equanimity.  He  thought  he  was 
right  when  he  said  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  had  stated  that  he  had 
been  compelled  to  pass  over  Roman 
Catholics  in  IreUmd  when  making  ap- 
pointments to  which  he  would  have 
wished  to  have  appointed  ■  a  Roman. 
Catholic,  owing  to  their  want  of  univer- 
sity education. 

"  Moat  of  the  eudeavoura  to  solv?  the  ques- 
tion had,  he  was  afraid,  been  failures,  ^ich 
had  brought  more  or  leea  discredit  on  those 
who  had  attempted  its  solution.  He  did  not 
know,  if  he  was  to  tiy  and  solve  it,  that  he 
should  be  more  fortunate  than  tliose  who  had 
preceded  him.  He  was  not  in  a  position  to 
pledge  the  Oovenunent  in  this  matter ;  but  be 
repeated  that,  so  far  as  he  was  personally  con- 
cerned, he  should  be  glad  to  try  and  make  » 
solution  of  the  problem,  and  it  would  be  a 
great  pride  to  him  if,  before  he  ceased  to  bold 
the  office  he  now  held,  be  could  ftal  that  even 
somo  step  had  been  taken  towards  the  solutkm 
of  a  problem  which  he  was  certain  was  inta- 
iniitelf  bound  up  with  the  futurf  prosperily  of 
Ireland." 

No  doubt  they  liiiJ  two  Universities  in 
Ireland — ^Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and 
Queen's  Collie,  Belfast.  But  they  could 
not  claim  that  the  work  done  by  the 
other  Queen's  Colleges  was  worthy  of 
much  consideration.  The  Soman  Catho- 
lic Colleges  had  beoi  very  successful  in 
certain  classes  of  examinations,  but  the 
conditions  under  which  they  existed 
limited  their  labours  to  a  very  small 
field.  In  the  Universities  of  Dublin, 
Trinity  College,  and  Queen's  College^ 
Belfast,  there  were,  he  thought,  some 
1,500  or  1,600  students,  and  out  of  that 
niunber  there  were  only  about  50  or  60 
Roman  Catholics.  In  such  a  state  of 
affairs  was  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
Roman  Catholics  with  a  University  edu- 
cation were  iwt  numerous  1  He  thoi^ht 
he  might  safely  say  that  those  who  had 
the  welfare  of  Ireland  at  heart  must  have 
it  brought  home  to  them,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  the  almost  impossibility  of  rais- 
ing a  nation  to  that  standard  and  tone 
they  all  desired,  when  three-fourths  of 
its  inhabitants  were  debarred  from  the 
direct  or  indirect  advantages  of  the  full 
training  of  those  intellectual  abilities 
which,  he  thought,  would  be  acknow- 
ledged by  all  are  possessed  in  no  small 
degree  Irishmen.  Dtuii^  this  year 
some  8,000  students  had  preseoted  thenn 
selves  for  the  Intermediate  Sxamination, 
and  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of  that 
number  were  Roman  CathoUcs.  The 
House  must  not  take  him  as  suggesting 
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that  all  of  tliat  lai^  number  would  take 
adTantage  of  UiiiTersity  education ;  but 
be  thoi^ht  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
that  a  large  proportion  would,  and 
that  number  woidd  increase  from 
Tear  to  year ;  and  also  that  a 
tnuTersity  education  was  the  natural 
completion  of  such  studies.  It  has  been 
said  by  Archbishop  Walsh — and  there 
■was  no  greater  authority  in  Ireland  on 
educational  matters — 

"That  national  education  was  the  founda- 
tion, intermediate  educatioa  was  the  walls, 
and  unirerBity  education  the  roof  of  the  struc- 
ture upon  which  the  hopes,  the  ambitions,  and 
pKMperity  of  a  nation  most  exist'' 

He  asked  why,  in  all  honesty  and  fair 
play,  why  that  structure  should  be  com- 
plete with  regard  to  the  minority,  and 
that  important  structure  should  be  roof- 
ksB  in  the  case  of  the  majority.  It  must 
be  plain  to  all  that  it  was  impossible  for 
Irishmen  to  participate  in  a  system  of 
university  education  which,  in  the  words 
of  the  Leader  of  the  House,  was — "  if 
not  by  its  constitution,  at  all  events  by 
its  construction,  a  Protestant  institu- 
tion." The  whole  current  of  thoughts  and 
training  in  that  institution  were  antago- 
nistic to  the  current  of  thot^hts  and 
training  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
Irish  people,  and  also  in  antagonism  with 
their  undoubted  conscientious  principles. 
Had  not  the  majority  of  Irishmen  a 
right — an  undoubted  right — to  claim 
that  boon — ^the  greatest  of  all  boons — 
the  right  of  university  education?  He 
could  not  believe  that  a  great  and  rich 
nation  like  England,  whose  boast  was  that 
she  gives  equal  treatment  to  all,  would 
refuse  that  fair  treatment  they  have  a 
rig^t  to  demand  and  receive.  He  did 
toot  desire  to  occupy  time  by  reading 
extracts  from  speeches,  but  he  hoped  that 
the  House  would  bear  with  him  when  he 
read  to  them  a  short  extract  from  an 
article  ^vritten  by  the  Under  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  the 
Fortnightly  Sevieu;  in  February  1892 — 

"So  far  as  nniversity  education  is  con- 
cerned, the  Catholic  grievance  is  too  plain  to 
be  ignored.  So  long  as  the  atmosphere  is 
wbst  it  is  in  the  Univenity  of  Doblin  and  in 
Trinity  College— t.e.,  so  long  as  there  is  a 
Protestant  chapel  aikd  service,  a  Protestant 
divinity  school,  and  a  teaching  staff  almost 
entirely  Protestant,  it  is  impossible  to  mj  that 
Oatbolica  ought  to  be  content. 

**  Nor  can  it  be  fairly  ur^ed  that  the  Royal 
tTniversity — a  mere  examining  bMrd — ade- 
quately BnppUes  the  place  of  a  teaching 
uuif-erstty. 


"  I  say  the  grievance  here  is  ondoubted.  It 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  liberal  and  fair 
spirit.  On  tills  branch  of  the  question  I  go 
quite  as  for  as  Mr.  Bolf  oar  went  in  his  speech 
Cm  1889)." 

It  was  now  a  quarter  of  a  century  since 
this  question  was  made  a  Cabinet  ques- 
tion, but,  alas  I  not  a  single  step  had  been 
taken  to  improve  or  amend  the  condi- 
tions of  affairs  complained  of  during  all 
those  years.  And  he  could  hardly 
imagine  that  a  demand  so  in  harmony 
with  the  opinions  expressed  by  so  many 
Members  of  the  Government  could  bo 
or  would  be  refused  or  postponed.  Let 
it  not  be  said  that  Ireland  could  not  get 
either  justice  or  fair  play  from  the  En- 
glish Government  without  agitation — and 
serious  agitation ;  but  he  would  ask  the 
House  to  meet  this  serious  question  in 
that  just  and  generous  spirit  which  it 
deserved.  He  ^ain  appealed  to  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  in  the  hope  that 
he  would  not  allow  another  Session  of 
Parliament  to  pass  without  coming  to  a 
definite  conclusion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.), 
in  seconding  the  Amendment,  said  Irish- 
men had  hod  plenty  of  sympathetic  de- 
clarations from  British  Statesmen  on 
both  sides  that  Ireland  was-  entitled  to  a 
Catholic  University,  but  to-day  they 
were  no  nearer  the  point  than  they 
were  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
when  these  declarations  were  first  made. 
Four-fifths  of  the  population  in  Ireland 
were  Catholics,  and  they  were  absolutely 
deprived  of  the  unique  advantages  which 
a  University  education  gave.  He  re- 
gretted that  Mr.  Sexton,  who  had 
brought  this  question  into  prominence, 
was  no  longer  in  the  House.  It  was 
due  entirely  to  his  insistenM  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  made  the 
memorable  speech  on  this  subject  at 
Partick  in  1889.  In  the  four  endowed 
colleges  in  Ireland — Trinity  Collie  and 
the  three  Queen's  Colleges — there  were 
only  250  Catholic  students.  The  reason 
was  simply  that  the  system  of  Univer- 
sity education  which  it  was  attempted 
to  force  on  the  people  was  contrary  to 
their  religious  ideas  and  convictions,  and 
that  they  believed  it  to  be  intrinsically 
bad  in  faith  and  morals.  He  knew  of 
no  other  country  where  a  sacrifice  so 
keenly  felt  would  be  so  unhesitatingly 
made  for  the  sake  of  conscience.  Tbs 
principle  of  Catholic  University  educa- 
tion had  been  admitted  by  the  leaders 
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of  the  Iriflh  Parliament,  and,  therefore, 
if  the  Act  of  Union  had  not  been  passed, 
the  question  would  long  ego  have  been 
settled.  Dr.  Walsh,  Archbishop  cf 
Dublin,  had  stated  that  the  Catholic 
demand  was  for  equality  of  endowments 
and  status.  The  Irish  Catholic  Bishops, 
assembled  in  conference  in  October  last, 
had  made  a  strong  tleclaration  on  this 
subject,  which  showed  the  intensity  of 
their  feeling.  They  stated  that  by  no 
one  had  the  admitted  grievance  of  the 
Irish  Catholics  in  the  matter  of  Unirer- 
sity  education,  and  the  intellectual  and 
material  impoTcrishmcnt  resulting  there- 
from been  put  with  greater  force 
than  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
in  his  remarkable  speech  at  Partick. 
He  now  came  to  a  declaration  of  the  Irish 
Catholic  Bishops,  which,  if  it  had  been 
uttered  by  a  Nationalist  Member  on  a 
publio  platform,  would  be  described  as 
an  appeal  to  the  passions.  The  prelates 
supported  what  had  been  said  again  and 
again  Irish  Members  in  the  House, 
that  nothing  was  done  for  Ireland  by 
Poriiament  unless  the  claim  for  justice 
was  emphasised  by  violence.  Again  and 
again  had  the  Irish  Members  ui^ed  upon 
GJovemment  after  Government  what  they 
thought  ought  to  be  done  for  their 
country,  but  almost  every  Government 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  them  unless  they 
were  terrorised  to  do  justice  to  Ireland. 

"  Violence  and  excesii  obtain  a  ready  recog- 
nition and  lead  to  the  redress  of  grierances," 

Bitid  the  Bishops. 

*'  The  constitutionally  expressed  desires  of  the 
Irish  people  through  Parliamentuy  elections, 
and  the  action  of  their  Membera  of  rarlianient, 
count  unfortunately  for  little." 

The  prelates  then  went  on  to  say  that  for 
40  3?ear8  they  had  been  agitating  this 
grievance  of  university  education ;  and 
that  at  any  time  during  all  those  yeare 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  their 
eountrymen  were  in  favour  of  their 
claim  i  and  they  pointed  out,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  this  prolonged  neglect  to  settle 
the  question  was  a  powerful  argument  in 
favour  of  Home  Rule.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  said  that  he  intended  to  kill 
Home  Rule  1^  kindness.  He  would  tell 
the  right  lum.  Gentleman  that  Home 
Rule  would  not  be  killed  by  soft  words. 
Kindness  would,  of  course,  be  appre- 
ciated ;  but  after  all  the  kindness  of  the 
Government  Irish  people  would  be  the 
better  Home  Rulers  still.  He  had  ex- 
Mr.  Swijt  MacJTein. 


tracted  &rom  "Hansard"  no  fewer  thaa 
12  declarations  made  by  responsible 

Statesmen  during  the  last  25  years  in 
favour  of  the  creation  of  en  Irish  Catho- 
lic University.  The  first  was  Lord  Mayo, 
who  was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  in 
1867.  Then  came  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote,  who  was  Leader  of  the  House  ia 
1875.  Earlier  than  that,  in  1S73,  uni- 
versity education  in  Ireland  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Whig 
Government,  which,  unfortunately,  col- 
lapsed. In  1885  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  who  occupied  that  yectr 
the  same  office  in  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment, declared  that  the  question  of  Irish 
University  Education  would  have  the 
most  serious  attention.  It  had  been  con- 
sidered for  11  years  without  any  effect. 
Four  years  later,  in  1895,  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury — then  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland — made  a  most  friendly  de- 
claration. In  reply  to  a  question  put 
to  him  as  to  whether  he  considered  the 
resolutions  of  the  Catholic  llishops  of 
Ireland  in  regard  to  education,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  some  of  the 
questions  dealt  with  by  the  prelates — 
notably  higher  education — had  long  been 
imder  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  respect  to  them  they 
hoped  to  make  proposals  to  the 
House.  Eight  years  had  passed  since 
then,  and  still  there  were  no  proposals. 
This  was  a  subject  on  which  there  was 
no  distinction  of  creed  or  party.  The 
inaugural  address  of  the  Philoaophio 
Society  was  upon  this  subject,  and  two 
distinguished  Irish  scholars — Lord  Justice 
Fit^bboUf  who  was  an  eminent 
authority,  and  who  would  not  speak  on 
any  subject  which  savoured  of  politics ; 
and  Judge  Webb,  who  had  been  a  fellow 
of  Trinity  College,  and  was  a  very  pro- 
minent politician  on  the  Tory  aide — 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  Catholic 
Universities  chartered  and  endowed.  A 
very  distinguished  member  of  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  University  had  said  to 
him  recently  that  all  Members  would 
sign  in  favour  of  such  a  propoaaL  Of 
coune  no  series  of  quotations  would  be 
complete  without  one  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone.  The  hon.  Member 
had  said  that  amongst  the  first  things 
the  Government  would  have  to  consider 
would  be  the  question  of  Catholic  Univer^ 
sity  Education  in  Ireland,  and  he  said 
it  was  sure  to  come  because  the  First 
Lord  had  promised  it  years  ago.  Then 
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the  present  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
had  said  that  the  Government  would 
have  to  deal  with.  Catholic  Education. 
How  could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  separate  private  from  public 
matters  f    No  one  had  a  greater  admirar 
tion  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  than 
he,  but  it  would  certainly  militate  very 
much  against  the  high  esteem  in  which 
be  was  held  if  he  went  back  upon  these 
dedarations.    It  was  a  grievous  injustice. 
He  must  refer  to  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  himself.  He  was  not 
jroing    to  "  IlanfMirdiso"  him,  but  to 
Times  hiiu.    [Loi/ghtei:]    As  to  dcalinp: 
with  University  Education  in  Ireland,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  was  not 
the  only  offender.  He  had  done  as  otliers 
had  done  before  him,  and  be  mentioned 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Lord 
Hayo,  Sir  S.  Northcote,  and  Mr.  Glad- 
stone.   Then  he  came  to  his  apologia, 
kdA  said  sectarian  education  in  Ireland 
could  not  be  escaped.   Then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke  in  a  tone  of  great 
propriety  about  the  religious  ^stcm  in 
heland,  even   in   the   so-called  unde- 
nominational colleges.      The  Catholic 
students  in  the  College  had,  it  was  true, 
religious   instruction   from   their  own 
teachers,  and  could  attend  Mass  and  the 
other  ordinances  of  the  Catholic  faith  at 
their  own  churches.    Yet  this  system  was 
called,  undenominational.    The  right  hnn. 
Gentleman  wished  the  Irish  people  to  bo 
educated  as  they  themselves  desired,  and 
said  that  to  substitute  an  undenomina- 
tional system  for  a  denominational  system 
had  utterly  failed,  and  whatever  our  own 
thoughts  and  feelings  were  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  two  systems  we  were  bound 
to  accept  the  overwhelming   mass  of 
opinion  in  Ireland.    Then  he  spoke  of 
Queen's  College,  Belfast,  a  most  success* 
ful  institution,  and  said  that  only  eleven 
of  the  students  were  Catholics,  and  men- 
tioned  an   interesting  fact  that  when 
the  Presidentship  fell  vacant  he  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  a  Presby- 
terian Minister.    Then  he  said,  ''Look 
at  your  denominational  education."  In 
1881,  when  the  Provostship  of  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  fell  vacant,  as  far  as 
merit  was  concerned.  Dr.  Ingram  should 
have  been  appointed,  who  was  undoubt- 
edly the  favourite,  but  Dr.  Jellett  Avas 
chosen.    The  only  bar  to  Dr.  Ingram's 
ai^intment  was  that  he  was  not* a 
dene  of  Trinity  Coll^.  'The  College 


was  an  Anglican  institution — he  liked  it 
all  the  more  for  it — and  the  intensity  of 
the  religious  charactw  of  this  "  unde- 
nominational "  institution  was  shown 
by  the  fact  that  since  the  dis- 
establishment of  the  Irish  Church 
nearly  all  the  most  distinguished  men 
of  the  College  had  been  in  orders. 
In  the  same  speech  from  which  he  had 
quoted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  University  education  was  a  gift. 
He  objected  to  that  phrase,  and  it  was 
probably  the  only  phrase  in  the  whole 
of  the  speech  to  which  he  had  any  objec- 
tion. The  Irish  people  did  not  want  a 
gift.  They  wanted  their  money.  Resti- 
tution was  no  gift ;  even  a  philosopher 
could  understand  that.  The  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  be 
widely  circulated,  so  that  everyone  who 
wished  to  understand  the  question  could 
see  what  the  denial  of  University  educa- 
tion meant  to  the  Catholics,  liie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  woimd  up  his  speech 
with  a  very  beautiful  peroration,  but  the 
next  morning  there  was  a  furious  article 
in  The  Timet,  telling  him  amongst  other 
things  that  the  subject  had  passed  for  a 
time  out  of  the  sphere  of  practical  poli- 
ties. No  wonder  that  John  Bright, 
Ix-forc  his  perversion,  called  The  Timex 
"  the  devil's  agent  upon  earth."  He 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  did  he 
now,  as  Leader  of  the  House,  and  as 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  stand  to  his 
I  guns  and  declare  that  the  sentiments  he 
I  held  in  1889  were  those  he  had  to-day? 
I  If  so,  and  if  he  did  not  make  this  ques- 
j  tion  an  imperative  matter  of  policy  upon 
1  which  he  would  stand  or  fall,  it  was  use- 
less to  have  such  an  opinion  upon  such 
matters.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
with  him  on  this  question,  and  why  did 
I  he  not  make  his  friends  be  with  him,  or 
infuse  earnestness  into  the  question? 
He  said  that  Ireland  demanded  pompen- 
sation  in  this  matter  for  the  wrongs  of 
the  past.  This  denial  to  the  Catholics 
of  University  education  was  simply  a 
..reiiet  of  the  penal  laws.  Th^  could  not, 
I  of  course,  remedy  the  deeds  of  the  past, 
!b«t  th^  could  make  some  atonement 
'  by  acting  justly,  kindly  and  generously 
1  wit,h  the  people  of  the  present  day.  The 
conduct  of  the  English  Government  with 
reference  to  Iri-^h  Catholic  education  was 
j  almost  as  base  as  the  destruction  of  Irish 
industries  one  after  another  in  the  18th 
I  century — almost  as  base  in  its  way  as 

'  [TMrd  Dap. 
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the  deliberate  promotion  in  Ireland  of 
infectious  diBsaaes  in  order  to  destroy 
the  nation. 
Mb.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Beliast,  S.)  said 

he  desired  to  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity possible  to  protest  against  the 
step  which  was  advocated  in  the  Amend- 
ment before  the  House.  He  implored 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  con- 
sider carefully  the  effect  of  such  a  Reso- 
Jution  as  this  on  the  Party  of  which  he 
was  an  ornament  and  on  the  country. 
He  was  in  that  House  in  1873,  when  }Sr. 
Gladstone,  the  most  powerful  Minister 
the  country  had  seen,  brought  forward 
the  subject  of  University  education  in 
Ireland,  and  he  remembered — and  he 
was  fflad  to  remember — ^that  he  had  a 
oousiderable  share  in  bringii^  about  the 
defeat  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
measure  on  that  occasion,  which,  after 
he  had  tried  to  conciliate  the  Roman 
Catholic  Hierarchy,  failed  utterly  in  that 
object,  and  brought  about  the  downfall 
of  the  Government.  When  he  hod  the 
honour  to  be  a  student  at  Trinity  Col- 
lege, he  had  as  fellow-students  two  grand- 
sons of  Daniel  O'Connell,  and  they  never 
complained  that  the  University  of  Dublin 
interfered  with  their  religious  senti- 
ments. It  was  well  known  in  the  coun- 
try that  all  the  emoluments  of  the  Uni- 
versity, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
were  open  to  Roman  Catholics,  and  that 
there  was  no  attempt  ever  made  to  inter- 
fere with  the  religious  sentiments  of  any 
student  who  entered  that  University. 
He  would  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  pause  before  they  gave  their  sanction 
to  a  policy  which  would  probably  disinte- 
grate their  Party.  That  Party  felt 
strongly  on  the  Protestant  question. 
He  denied  that  there  was  an  intolerable 
grievance  such  as  that  qmken  of  that 
n^ht,  or  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
Catholic  population  of  Ireland  was  a 
population  which  was  likely  to  take  advan- 
tage of  a  Roman  Catholic  University. 
It  was  with  great  pain  that  he  rose  upon 
that  occasion,  but  he  thought  that  the 
charactw  of  the  country  as  a  Protestant 
nation  was  at  stake.  He  fully  concurred 
in  the  opinion  that  had  been  expressed 
in  that  House  by  Mr.  Disraeli,  that  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  were  a  Protestant 
people,  and  objected  to  any  endowment 
of  Roman  Catholic  estaUiiluttents  the 
State.  He  implored  the  Grovemment  not 
to  be  led  away  by  the  hope  of  conciliat- 
ing the  Irish  Party  into  making  any 

Mr.  Swijl  MaeXeill. 


proposal  for  the  State  endowment  of  ft 
Roman  Catholic  university. 

Mr.  TIMOTHT  HARRINGTON  (Dub- 
lin, Harbour)  moved  the  Adjournment  of 

the  Debate. 

Motion  agreed  to ; 

Debate  was  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

THE  LAW  OF  EVIDENCE 
(CKIitlXAL   CASES)  BILL. 

Ths  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sib 
RiCHABD  WiBSTBB,  Isle  of  Wight),  moved 
for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  Amend 
the  Law  of  Evidence  in  Criminal  cases. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
that  he  very  sincerely  regretted  that  the 
right  hoii.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
.A.ttorney  General  shoxUd  have  seen  fit  to 
move  for  leave  to  l»-ing  in  this  Bill  at 
that  hour  of  the  night.  Such  a  Measure 
should  not  be  broi^ht  in  unless  there 
was  time  to  discuss  it,  and  in  his  view, 
lookii^  at  the  programme  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  indicated  by  the  Queen's 
Speech,  there  would  be  no  time  to  dis- 
cuss such  a  Measure  during  the  present 
Session.  On  every  previous  occasion 
this  Measure  had  been  introduced  in  that 
House  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  the 
House  of  Lords,  a^d  why  had  it  not  been 
introduced  there  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion f  He  himself  had  always  opposed 
this  Measure ;  why  did  not  the  Govern- 
ment take  their  Bills  in  the  order  in 
which  they  vete  referred  to  in  the 
Queen's  Speech,  accordii^  to  which  this 
Measure  was  only  the  19th  in  impor- 
tance! The  five  minutes  that  remained 
before  midnight  had  arrived  might  have 
been  devoted  to  some  more  important 
subject.  Why  had  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  proceeded  with  his  Motion  for 
the  appointment  of  the  South  African 
Committee  1  He  had  come  down  to  that 
House  with  the  expectation  that  the 
rig^t  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  pro- 
posed the  appointing  of  an  additional 
Irish  M«nber  upon  t^  Committee.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
asked  for  leave  to  introduce  this  Measure 
without  saying  a  single  word  as  to  its 
principles  and  objects. 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
speaking  at  12  o'clock,  when  the  Debate 

stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  this  day. 

Adjourned  at  One  minute 
BfUr  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  22nd  January  1897. 


LORD  PENRHYN'S  QUARRIES 
(CORRESPONDENCE). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  20th  January :  Sir  George 
OAcme  Morganl ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MILITARY  "WORKS  [MONEY]. 
Committee  to  consider  of  making  pro- 
nsion  for  the  execution  of  Military 
Works  and  for  other  Military  purposes, 
and  of  authorising  the  payment,  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such  sums  as 
may  be  necessary  for  those  purposes 
(Queen's  Recommendation  signiBed), 
upon  Monday  next. — (Mr.  Brodrick.) 


QUESTIONS, 


LOAN  FUND  ACTS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  R.  M.  DANE  (Fermanagh,  N.)  : 
I  be«  to  aak  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  whe^er  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  decision 
(tf  the  County  Court  Judge  for  Donegal 
in  the  case  of  Doherty  v.  Travers,  given 
at  Donegal  on  the  9th  instant;  and 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  say  when 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  administration  of  the  Ix>an  Fund 
Acta  in  Ireland  will  be  presented  1 

The  attorney  GENERAL  poh 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  As  I  stated  yesterday,  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  obsrarations 
of  the  lewned  Judge  in  the  case  men- 
tioned. The  Report  of  the  Conmiittee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Loan  Funds  is  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Loan  Fund  Board, 
who  are  in  consultation  with  their  l^al 
advisers  on  the  subject,  and  until  the 
Goremment  have  received  the  further 
snggestiiuu  of  the  Board  Idonotthink 

VOL.  XIjV.  [fourth  series.] 


the  Report  can  properly  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer when  the  Bill  dealing  with  the 
interest  and  repayment  of  local  loans, 
promised  lastSe^ion,  will  be  introduced  t 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  made  no  promise  last 
Session  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  interest  and  repayment  of  local 
loans.  I  promised  to  consider  the  matter, 
and  said  that  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill.  I.  have  a  scheme  before  me, 
but  am  not  in  a  position  at  present  to 
make  any  more  definite  statement  on  the 
subject. 


ASKEATON  AND  KIL^IALLOCK 
AB13EYS. 

Mr.  F.  a.  O'KEEFFE  (Limerick)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chi^  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireluid  if  he  will  direct 
that  further  early  proceedings  be  taken 
by  the  Irish  Board  of  Wortcs  to  complete 
the  vesting  order  and  remove  certain 
legal  difficulties  regarding  Askeaton 
Abbey,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  so 
that  the  Abbey  may  be  restored  under 
the  Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Acts 
(Ireland) ;  and,  to  ask  a  similar  question 
regarding  Kilmallock  Abbey,  in  the 
county  of  Limerick  1 
*Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hasbubt,  Preston) : 
Theee  atmctures  are  vested  in  the  Board 
of  Works — the  Askeaton  Abbey  by  Order 
of  July  1896,  and  Kilmallock  Abbey  by 
Order  of  December  1892.  The  necessary 
works  of  preservation  have  been  carried 
out  at  Askeaton.  Certain  works  are 
required  at  Kilmallock  Abbey,  but 
difficulties  have  arisen  as  to  the  means  of 
access  to  the  ruin.  It  is  hoped  that 
these  difficulties  will  be  disposed  of  at  an 
early  date,  after  which  the  work  will  be 
undertf^en  without  unneoessary  dday. 


ELECTRIC  METERS. 
Mr.  T.  LOUGH  (Ishngton,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
approved  any  meter  for  the  electric  light ; 
whether  it  is  necessary  that  such  meters 
should  be  submitted  periodically  to  any 
local  authority  for  testing  purposes ;  and, 
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vhat  ia  the  margin  of  error  which  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  allow  in  such 
meter  t 

The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr,  C.  T.  RiTCHiE,Croydon) : 
The  Board  of  Trade  have  approved  the 
pattern  and  constnruction  of  two  electricity 
metoB  for  use  genendly  f<v  the  meaaore- 
ment  of  electrical  quantity  when  supplied 
on  the  constant  pressure  continuous 
current  system,  and  of  one  meter  for  use 
in  certain  Metropolitan  districts  for  the 
measurenaent  of  electrical  quantity  when 
BuppUed  on  the  alternating  current 
system.  There  is  no  statutory  provision 
t^iat  such  meters  shall  be  submitted 
periodically  to  a  local  authority  for 
testing  purposes.  Under  the  FroTinonal 
Orders  granted  under  the  Electric  lift- 
ing Acts  it  devolves  on  local  electric 
inspectors  to  certify  meters  used  other- 
wise than  by  agreement  to  be  correct, 
and  to  be  of  some  pattern  and  construc- 
tion approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
This  being  so,  there  is  no  question  of 
margin  of  error  allowed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade. 


GAS  METEBS. 

Mr.  LOUQH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  TnAa 
whether  the  approval  <rf  the  Boud  of 
Trade  for  any  particular  gas  meter  is 
understood  to  cover  the  use  of  that  meter 
through  an  indefinite  time,  or  whether 
it  is  necessary  for  the  gas  company  to 
submit  its  meters  periodically  to  any 
local  authority  for  re-inspection  and 
approval  % 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Under  the  Sale  of 
Gas  Act  1859,  the  duty  of  testing  gas 
meters  is  impcned  not  on  the  Board  of 
TVade  but  upon  inspectors  appointed  by 
the  local  authorities.  The  Statute  does 
not  provide  that  meters  shall  be  re-tested 
at  stated  intervals,  but  it  is  open  to  gas 
companies  or  consumers  to  send  the  meters 
at  any  tine  to  be  re- tested  by  the  in- 
spector. 

AUSTBALIAN  COLONIES  (FEDEEAL 
CONVENTION). 

Mb.  J .  F.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  (1)  whether  he  has  observed 
that  Queensland  has  appointed  no  dele- 
gates to,  and  intends  taking  no  part  in, 

Mr.  T.  Lough. 


the  approaching  Federal  Convention  of 
the  Australian  Colonies  ;  (2)  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  early  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Central  Division  of  that  colony  by  means 
of  federation,  he  will  reconsider  the 
representations  of  the  people  ef  Central 
Queensland,  through  their  Parliamoituy 
representatives,  requesting  the  ezerciae 
of  the  reserved  right  of  the  Crown  to 
create  a  new  colony  in  that  division  of 
Australia  ;  and,  (3)  whether,  in  reference 
to  his  statement  of  10th  August  1896,' 
he  has  examined  the  precedents  bearing 
on  the  subject? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Csaubbrlaut, 
Birminghfluao,  W.) :  The  answer  to  the 
first  question  is  in  the  affirmative.  I 
have  had  no  official  information  on  the 
subject,  but  the  newspaper  reports  are 
no  doubt  correct.  In  answer  to  the 
second  question,  I  have  to  say  that  if 
there  is  no  prospect  of  early  relief  by 
means  of  federation,  that  position  will  be 
mainly  due  to  the  voluntary  action  of  the 
colony  in  refusing  to  take  part  in  the 
federal  oonvention.  In  his  third  question 
the  hon.  Member  is  doubtiew  inferring 
to  the  sepMration  a£  Qoeensland  from 
New  South  Wales,  but  he  must  remember 
that  in  that  case  Her  Majesty  had  power 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  create 
the  new  colony.  Parliament  has  not 
given  to  Her  Majesty  similar  power  in 
regard  to  the  sub-division  of  Queensland. 

PORT  OFFICE  ACCOMMODATION 
(THURLES,  COUNTY  TIPPEHAEY). 

Mb.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  the 
attention  of  the  Department  has  been 

called  to  the  wholly  inadequate  accom- 
modation provided  by  the  building  at 
present  used  for  postal  and  telegraphic 
business  in  the  town  of  Thxirles,  county 
Tipperary,  and  to  the  considerable  public 
inconvenience  thereby  occasioned ;  and, 
whether  early  steps  will  be  taken  to  pro- 
vide a  better  building  and  more  suitable 
accommodation 
♦Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  attention  of 
the  Department  has  been  called  to  the 
inadequacy  of  the  accommodation  pro- 
vided by  the  building  used  for  the  post 
office  at  Thurles,  and  inquiry  is  being 
made  as  to  the  best  means  of  obtaining 
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improved  aocommodation.  But  I  regret 
that  as  yet  it  has  not  been  practicable  to 
formolate  a  definite  scheme. 


DAUifT'S  EOCK  LIGHTSHIP. 
Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork)  : 
I  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
(A  Trade  whether  any  official  isquiry 
his  been  hald  into  the  circamstances 
connected  with  the  recent  loss  o£  the 
Daunt's  Rock  lightship  Puffin  with  all 
hands ;  whether,  when '  some  repairs  to 
this  Tessel  were  execated  some  time  ago 
at  Passage,  a  report  was  made  that  the 
expenditure  of  a  large  additional  sum 
would  be  necessary  to  render  her  sea- 
worthy ;  whether,  afterwards,  when  re- 
turning to  Daunt's  Rock  after  being 
repaired  at  Kingatown,  the  Puffin  was 
found  to  be  leaking  badly,  and  had  to 
put  back  ;  who  was  responnble  for  the 
last  repairs  executed  to  the  Puffin^  and 
when  they  were  executed  ;  and  whetiier 
any  conclusion  has  been  come  to  as 
re^irdsthe  cause  of  the  disasterl 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  No  official  inquiry 
has  been  held  into  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  loss  of  the  Ughtship  in 
question.  I  have  communicated  with 
tiie  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  with 
regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question,  and  am  informed 
that  (a)  no  report  was  made  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  large  additional  sum 
would  be  necessary  to  render  Uie  vessel 
seaworthy ;  (A)  the  lightship,  a  few 
hours  aX^jst  leaving  Kingstown  Harbour 
in  tow  of  the  iVtncew  Alexandra^  was 
brought  back  in  consequence  of  a  leak  in 
the  hawse  pipe  above  the  ■water-line  ;  a 
report  of  the  occurrence  was  made  to  the 
Commissioners,  a  survey  held,  and  the 
leak  repaired ;  (c)  the  officers  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  were 
responsible  for  the  last  repairs  to  the 
vessel,  which  were  executed  by  the 
Queenstown  and  Passage  Docks  Company 
at  Bushbrooke,  Co.  Cork,  in  the  winter 
189'^-6 ;  {d)  no  conclusion  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  disaster  has  been  yet  arrived 
at.  The  question  of  raising  the  wreck, 
which  would  be  an  expensive  operation, 
is  at  present  under  consideration, 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  asked 
whether  it  was  not  the  fact  tiiat  if  this 
ship  had  belonged  to  the  ordinary 
mercantile  marine  an  inquiry  would 
have  been  held  as  a  matter  of  course 


into  the  cause  of  the  wreck,  and  why, 
because  the  Puffin  belonged  to  l^e 
DubUn  Docks  Board  an  inquiry  was  to 
be  dispensed  with  % 

Mr.  TIMOTHY  HARRINGTON 
Dublin,  Harbour)  inquired  whether  the 
repairs  of  the  leakage  just  referred  to 
were  executed  while  the  ship  was  riding 
at  anchor  in  the  harbour,  her  bow  being 
simply  lifted  out  of  the  water. 

Me.  RITCHIE  said  he  had  no  infor- 
mation as  to  t^e  repairs,  but  if  the 
learned  Member  would  put  another 
question  on  the  paper  he  would  be  glad 
to  make  further  inquiry.  With  regard 
to  the  Supplementary  question  of  the 
learned  Member  for  Cork,  the  rule  in 
the  mercantile  marine  was  that  there 
was  no  inquiry  held  when  a  vessel  and 
the  whole  of  the  crew  were  lost.  The 
reason  was  obvious;  there  was  not 
sufficient  data  for  the  holding  of  an 
inquiry,  so  the  answer  he  hi^  given 
would  have  been  equally  applicable  if 
the  ship  had  belonged  to  the  mercantile 
marine. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  asked 
whether  it  was  in  the  discretion  of 
the  department  to  hold  an  inquiry  or 

not? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Yes. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  inquired 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
consider  the  advisability  of  holding  an 
inquiry. 

Mb.  RITCHIE  said  he  had  said 
nothing  to  lead  the  hon  Gentleman  to 
suppose  no  inquiry  would  be  held.  The 
first  question  to  be  determined  was 
whether  the  wreck  should  be  raised  or 
not.  If  it  was  raised  there  might  be 
some  evidence  to  show  how  it  was  it  was 
wrecked.  The  raising  of  the  ship  would 
cost  several  thousands  of  pounds.  How- 
ever, he  was  by  no  means  saying  that  if 
the  wreck  was  not  raised  there  would  be 
no  further  inquiry. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND). 

Me.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Zjord  I^u- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
how  many  applications  have  been  made 
to  theLand  Commission  under  Sections  46 
and  47  respectively  of  the  recent  Land 
Act  (relating  to  evicted  tenants) ; 
and  whether  any  evicted  tenants  have 
so  far  been  re-instated  under  those 
clauses  1 

M  2  ^  ->  I 
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Thb  attorney  general  for 
IRELAND  :  No  applications  have  been 
received  under  the  46th  Section  of  the 
Land  Law  Act  of  1896,  but  369  appHca- 
tions  under  the  47th  Section  of  the  Act 
have  been  received  up  to  December  Slat 
last.  No  evicted  tenants  have  yet  been 
re-instated  under  the  latter  section. 


SYRIA  AND  MACEDONIA. 

Mr.  F.  S.  STEVENSON  (Safifolk, 
Eye) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
Papers  promised  in  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  Queen's  Speech  with  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire  will  include,  in  addition  to  those 
referring  to  Armenia,  Crete,  and  Con- 
stantinople, any  Papers  respecting  Syria 
and  Macedonia  % 

Thk  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Gborgb  CuRZOir,  Lancashire, 
Southport) :  The  Blue-books  will  include 
Papers  respecting  Syria.  The  recent 
correspondence  respecting  Macedonia 
contains  little  information  of  impor- 
tance :  and  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
advantage  in  laying  it. 

POLITICAL  PRISONERS  IN  TURKEY. 

Mb.  STEVENSON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  vX.  State  for  Foreign 
Afbirs  whether  any  statements  have 
been  received  from  Sir  Philip  Currie  re- 
garding the  number  of  poUtical  prisoners, 
both  Christian  and  Moslem,  who  are  at 
present  in  Turkish  prisons^  or  exiled  to 
Arabia  without  trial  or  after  shorn  trials; 
and,  if  not,  whether  it  will  be  possible 
to  obtain  the  information  f 

Mb.  CURZON  :  An  Imperial  Irade 
for  the  release  of  political  prisoners  was 
issued  on  December  22nd,  exception 
being  made  of  those  already  condemned 
to  death,  who  were  to  be  imprisoned  in 
fortresses  and  released  gradually.  On 
January  4  th  the  Bepr^ntatives  of  the 
Powers  at  Constantinople  addressed  a 
joint  communication  tothePorte  pointing 
out  that  up  to  December  30bh  only  some 

100  out  of  the  500  Armenian  prisoners 
in  Constantinople  bad  been  releaaed,and 
that  some  of  these  bad  been  sent  away 
into  the  interior,  while  in  many  places 
in  the  provinces  the  local  authorities  had 
declined  to  carry  oat  the  liberation.  At 


a  later  date  the  Forte  replied  that  all 
the  Armenian  prisoners  in  the  capital 
had  now  been  released,  and  that  the 
strictest  orders  to  the  same  effecb  had 
been  sent  to  the  provincial  authorities. 
The  latest  reports  which  have  been  re- 
ceived from  Her  Majesty's  Considu 
Officers  in  Asia  Minor,  which  are,  how- 
ever, of  rather  earlier  date,  show  that  in 
some  districts  there  remained  no  p(ditical 
prisoners,  and  that  in  otherH  liberation 
was  proceeding  gradually,  A  consider- 
able amount  of  information  on  the 
subject  will  be  found  in  the  Blue-books 
which  will  shortly  be  laid. 

ERA8MUS  SMITH  SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  do  the  Government  intend  to 
do  anything  to  fulfil  the  promises  made 
by  his  predecessor  and  himself  in  r^;ard 
to  removing  the  Catholic  grievance  in 
regard  to  the  Erasmus  Smith  Schools, 
owing  to  the  judicial  difference  between 
Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbon  and  the  right 
hon.  Mr.  J ustice  O'Brien ;  and  what  is 
the  total  annual  value  of  this  foundation 
which  the  Catholics  have  been  shut  out 
fromi 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  :  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  requested 
me  to  say  that  no  change  has  taken  place 
since  lost  year  of  a  nature  which  would 
lead  him  to  believe  that  legislation  on 
the  subject  of  the  Erasmus  Smith  en- 
dowments in  the  direction  indicated 
would  no  longer  be  opposed.  He  regrets, 
therefore,  that  he  cannot  add  anything 
to  his  replies  of  last  Session.  The  gross 
income  of  the  Governors  of  these  Schools 
is  stated  to  have  been  for  the  year  ended 
l8tMay,I896,thesumof£7,6I8  17s.lOd. 

GOVERNMENT  VALUATION  (COUNTY 

CLARE). 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Government 
Valuation  Office  recently  increased  the 
valuation  of  a  blacksmith  named  Thomas 
O'Halloran,  in  Tulla,  County  Clare,  from 
£Z  lOs.  to  £9,  because  he  put  up  an 
open  shed  in  front  of  his  foig^  which, 
with  his  hooa^  was  only  valaed  at 
£3  10s. ;  is  he  awaie  that  this  increase 
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of  valuation  by  £6  involves  an  annual 
increase  in  rates  of  £1  6s.  ;  was  any 
notice  of  the  rise  given  to  the  blacksmitii 
to  enaUe  an  appeal  to  be  lodged  ;  and, 
is  there  any  superviung  authority  to 
check  the  revisor^s  action  1 

Thk  attorney  general  roR 
IRELAND  :  The  rateable  valuation  of 
these  premises  was  increased,  as  stated, 
from  £Z  10s.  to  J&9,  involving  an  increase 
in  rates  to  the  extent  mentioned  in  the 
second  paragraph.  The  necessity  for  a 
revisioa  of  the  valuation  in  this  case 
was  brought  before  the  Ck)mmissioner  of 
Valuation  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  in 
accordance  with  the  Act  17  Vic.  Cap.  8, 
and  notices  of  the  receipt  of  the  revised 
Valuation  Lists  were  duly  posted  as 
required  by  the  15  and  16  Vic.  Cap.  63, 
under  which  an  uppeaX  ia  provided.  All 
important  valuations  of  buddings  or  other 
rateable  hereditaments  are  supervised  by 
the  Chi^  Valuer  of  the  Valuation  De- 
partment, or  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Valuation,  before  being  issued. 

PARISH  COUNCIL  ACCOUNTS. 

SiB  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  pre- 
pared the  prescribed  forms  for  Parish 
Council  accounts,  as  directed  by  Sec- 
tion 58  (1)  of  The  Local  Government 
Act,  1894 ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  pre- 
scribed forms  of  accounts  will  be  issued 
generally,  or  on  application  from  Parish 
Councils  1 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)  :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  prescribed  forms  of 
financial  statement  showing  the  receipts 
and  expenditure  of  Fariidi  Councils. 
They  arealaoempowered  to  prescribef orms 
of  books  (rf  accounts  for  Parish  Councils. 
They  have  not  yet  issued  an  order  as  to 
these  forms,  as  they  deemed  it  desirable 
that  they  should  obtain  experience  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  duties  tindertaken  by 
Parish  Councils,  and  the  forms  of  account 
which  could  be  most  conveniently 
adopted.  The  subject  is,  however,  re- 
ceiving the  attention  of  the  board.  They 
have  referred  the  matter  to  tiieir  In- 
spector of  Audita,  who  has  had  several 
eonferenoes  with  the  district  auditors  by 
whcna  the  accounts  are  audited.  Whoa 
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an  order  is  issued  it  will  be  a  general 
order,  and  not  an  order  applying  to 
particular  parishes. 

SCHOOL  TEACHERS'  PENSIONS 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  T.  H.  HEALY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequw,  what 
are  the  intentions  of  the  Government 

respecting  the  £124,977  arrears  of 
school  grant  due  to  Ireland  under  the 
Education  Act  of  1892  ;  does  he  still 
adhere  to  the  proposal  to  meet  the 
grievance  by  an  allocation  of  £10,000 
a-year  to  the  Teachers'  Pension  Fund ; 
has  he  seen  the  resolution  -  of  the 
Teachers'  Central  Organisatiwprotesting 
agabist  this  plan,  and  declaring  that  the 
Pension  Fund  is  quite  adequate  to  the 
claims  of  existing  teachers ;  and  what 
will  be  done  in  the  matter  % 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER:  The  intentions  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  arrears 
of  school  grant,  which  amount  to  about 
£66,000,  as  I  explained  last  year,  remain 
the  same  as  were  stated  by  me  in  the 
House  on  July  24th  last,  and  involve  the 
allocation  of  that  amount  to  iJie 
Teachers'  Pension  Fund.  I  am  not  at 
present  in  a  position  to  state  what  steps 
will  be  necesaary  to  restore  the  fund  to 
solvency,  but  I  may  state  that  the  in- 
formation in  my  possession  is  opposed  to 
the  statement  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers — that  the  fund  is  "  quite  adequate 
to  the  claims  of  existing  teachers." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  whether 
a  Bill  would  be  required,  and  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  lay 
papers  on  the  table  relating  to  the  state 
of  the  Teachers'  Pension  Fund  1 

The  chancellor  op  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER said  a  Bill  would  not  be  re- 
quired, it  would  be  done  by  vote.  He 
was  not  aware  of  any  papers  that  could 
be  Ifud  on  the  table. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Will  the  amount 
appear  on  the  Estimates  of  the  present 
year? 

Thb  chancellor  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER said  that  so  much  as  would 
be  voted  in  this  year  would,  of  course, 
appear  on  the  Estimates. 

Me.  TESEY  KNOX  (Londonderry) : 
I  beg  to  ask  tiie  Secretaiy  to  the  Trea- 
sury whether  a  Supplementary  EsUmate 
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will  be  presented  to  Parliament  provid- 
ing in  respect  of  the  year  1896-7  for  the 
annual  grant  of  £10,000  a-year  to  the 
Iriah  Teachers'  Fen»on  Fund  promised 
bj  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer; 
whether  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  administration  of  the 
Pension  Fund  has  yet  reported,  and 
whether  its  report  will  be  laid  before 
the  House  without  delay  ;  and  whether 
the  fund  is  actuarially  sufficient  to  meet 
the  claims  of  existing  teachers  1 

*Mr.  HAN  BURY:  Yes,  sir,  a 
supplementary  Estimate  will  be  pre- 
sented. The  report  of  the  Committee 
has  been  raceived.  It  is  proposed  to 
defer  any  partial  statement  as  to  the 
opinions  of  tiie  Committee  until  its 
rqwrt  is  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members. 

IX)CAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(AUDIT  DEPARTMENT). 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
asktheLord  Advocate,  whethertheScotch 
Deparbnent  has  received  representations 
from  parish  councils  against  the  excessive 
charges  made  by  the  auditors  appointed 
under  the  Local  Government  Act  in 
Scotland ;  and,  whether  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  considering  the  expediency 
of  establishing  an  Audit.  Department 
corresponding  to  that  under  which  the 
accounts  of  other  local  authtnities  in 
Scotland  are  audited  1 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr. 
GsAHAU  MURRAT,  Bateshlre):  Bepresen- 
tationa  of  the  kind  referred  to  hare  been 
received  and  are  engaging  the  attention 
both  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and 
the  Local  Government  Board.  The  hon. 
Member  is  aware  that  the  system  of 
which  complaint  is  now  made  was 
established  under  the  Act  of  1894,  and 
that  there  is  no  audit  department  in  the 
sense  which  seems  to  be  implied  in  the 
quesUon.  The  Secretary  for  Scotland 
cannot  OS  yet  announce  what  course  it 
will  become  his  duty  to  take  in  r^ard  to 
the  matter. 

PORT  CIURGES  (DUBLIN). 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  X^eutenant 
of  Irehmd,  have  the  Dublin  Port  and 
Docks  Board  submitted  to  the  Iriah 
Office  a  private  Bill  giving  them  power 
to  levy  Euiditional  taxation  on  merchants 
and  consumers  using  die  Fort  <A.  Dublin, 

J/r.  Ve8^  Knox. 


and  do  the  Government  intend  to  suppwt 
these  proposals  % 

Mr.  J.  L.  CAREW  (Dublin,  CoU^ 
Green)  :  I  bf^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  has 
the  attention  of  the  Government  been 
drawn  to  the  provisions  in  the  proposed 
Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Bill  to  impose 
dues  not  only  on  imports  into  but  on 
exports  from  the  city  of  Dublin  ;  has  his 
attention  been  called  to  the  recent  meet- 
ings held  by  the  mercantile  community 
in  Uiat  city  to  protest  against  these  pro- 
visions ;  and  will  the  Government,  before 
any  expense  is  incurred  on  either  side, 
intimate  its  intention  to  oppose  them  1 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  ior 
IRELAND :  In  answer  to  this,  and  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
College  Green  Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg 
to  say  that  the  Bill  referred  to  has  only 
been  submitted  to  the  Irish  Office 
within  the  last  few  days.  The  Bill 
which  is  lengthy  and  complicated,  is  at 
present  being  considered  by  the  Irish 
Government  in  conjunction  with  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Meetings  have,  I 
believe,  been  held  in  Ireland  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  the  second  para- 
graph of  the  latter  question.  Having 
regard  to  what  I  have  stated,  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  College  Green  Division 
will  not,  I  hope,  expect  me  to  give  an 
answer  to  the  third  paragraph  of  the 
question. 

LIMERICK  MILITARY  BARRACKS. 

Mr.  O'KEEFFE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if,  in 
accordance  with  the  expressed  deeire  of 
the  local  authorities,  be  will  expedite  the 
new  works  at  the  Military'  Barracks, 
Limerick,  so  that  the  Royal  Irish  Regi- 
ment may  as  speedily  as  possible  return 
to  its  station  in  that  city  1 
♦The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  fob  war  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  repairs  and 
alterations  at  Limerick  Barracks  are 
well  in  hand,  and  it  is  expected  that 
they  will  be  completed,  as  required  by 
the  contract,  by  the  end  of  the  present 
financial  year. 

FLOGGING  PRI80NEBJ3. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  A.  PEASE  (North- 
umberland, Tyneside)  :  I  b^  to  ask  Uie 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
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ment  whether  it  is  true  that  the  jnisoner 
Almond,  who,  through  defects  in  the 
Carlisle  Prison  arrangements,  succeeded 
lastmonthinmakinghis  escape,  was,  after 
his  recapture,  unmercifully  flogged,  as 
reported  in  the  pablic  Press,  and  that 
his  screams  were  heard  all  over  the  gaol, 
and  having  regard  to  the  absence  of  any 
personal  violence  in  the  offence  com- 
mitted, what  was  the  exact  panishment 
inflict«[  aa  Almond  after  his  return  to 
prison,  and  by  whose  order  and  authority 
was  it  carried  out ;  and,  if  such  punish- 
ment is  lawful,  whether  any  steps  are 
proposed  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
repetition  of  flogging  in  any  similar  cases 
that  may  arise  in  the  future  1 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir 
ICatthew  White  Ridlet,  LancasMre, 
Blackpool)  :  The  case  of  this  prisoner, 
who  effected  his  escape  by  cutting  through 
the  bar  of  his  window  with  a  file,  was 
referred  to  the  Visiting  Committee  to  be 
dealt  wiih  under  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Prison  Acts  ;  and  they 
in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion,  and 
having  regard  especially  to  the  fact  that 
in  addition  to  his  escape  he  was  also 
charged  with  repeated  offences  against 
prison  discipline,  and  his  character  was 
bad,  decided  to  order  him  18  lashes. 
The  allegations  as  to  the  screams  of  the 
prisoner  are  unfounded ;  he  uttered  no 
sound  and  sufiered  no  ill-effects — [Opposi- 
tion cHes  of  "  Oh  "1 — but  was  able  at 
once  to  dress  himself  and  go  about  his 
work.  The  punishment  was  legal,  and 
I  have  no  power  to  interfere  with  tlie 
discretion  of  the  Justices  which  is  vested 
in  them  by  law,  though,  as  a  rule,  a 
mere  attempt  at  escape  if  unaccompanied 
by  aggravating  circumstances  would  not 
be  punished  by  flogging. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  Had  the 
prisoner  been  previously  punished  for 
the  other  breaches  of  discipline  1 

Sib  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
No,  sir,  certainly  not.  The  Visiting 
jQstiees,in  ihe  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
took  into  consideration  the  other  offences 
committed,  and  inflicted  this  punishment, 

Mb.  JOHN  MOBLEY  (Montrose 
Burghs)  :  Under  what  law  are  the  Visit- 
ing Justices  invested  with  this  power  1 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
Under  the  last  Prisons  Act ;  I  forget  the 
exact  date  of  it. 


Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cnmber- 
landf  Cockermouth) :  May  I  ask  whether 
any  panishment  has  been  inflicted  on  the 
offioifds  who  allowed  this  man  to  escape  1 

[  "Hear,  hear!"] 

Mr.  J.  A.  PflABE :  Has  a  Judge  the 
power  to  inflict  this  punishment  in  any 
ot^er  case  than  one  of  violence  1 

Sir  JOSEPH  LEESE  (Lancashire, 
Acorington)  asked  whether  any  of  those 
previoas  offences  which  were  taken  into 
account  were  cases  of  violence  ? 

Mb.  HUDSON  KEABLEY  (Devon- 
port)  :  How  long  |n:eviously  had  those 
offences  been  committed  1 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
I  am  afraid  I  am  h&rdly  able  to  answer 
all  these  questions.  [LauffhterJ]  I  satis- 
fied myself,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
Visiting  Committee  had  legal  power  to 
do  what  they  did,  and,  as  1  have  said, 
they  did  it  in  consideration  of  the  prismw 
being  of  bad  character,  and  having  com- 
mitted other  offences  against  discipline^ 
which  they  punished  at  the  same  time  as 
they  punished  the  escape.  I  have  also 
said  tiiat  in  the  case  of  escape  without 
violence  the  punishment  of  flogging  would 
not  be  usual,  and  in  my  opinion  would 
not  be  proper.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 


DrsTUESS  (WKST  UONEOAL). 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal, 
W.) :  I  lieg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  in  view  of  the  distress  pre- 
vailing in  many  districts  of  Western 
Donegal,  he  will  say  when  the  com- 
mencement of  the  works  of  the  promised 
light  railways  in  that  part  of  the  country 
may  be  expected ;  and,  whether  any 
other  public  works,  snch  as  the  improve- 
ment of  piers  and  landing  places  on  the 
coast,  are  likely  to  be  speedily  under- 
taken by  the  Government  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND :  Inquiry  is  being  made  as 
to  the  alleged  prevalence  of  distress  in 
many  districts  of  West  Donegal,  and  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  postpone 
the  question  until  Monday,  when  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  reply  to  all  bis  inquiries. 


EDUCATION  FEE  GRANT  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  VESEY  KNOX :  I  beg  to  ask 
Uie  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
information  has  been,  or  will  be,  supplied 
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to  the  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion in  Ireland  showing  the  amount  o£ 
any  supplementary  Estimate  for  the 
purposes  of  the  English  Education  Fee 
Grant  for  1896-97,  in  order  to  enable 
the  Commissioners  to  frame  a  propor- 
tionate Supplementary  Estimate,  if  they 
should  think  that  course  desirable  ;  and, 
whether  informatiun  has  been,  or  will 
be,  supplied  to  the  Commissioners  show- 
ing the  proposed  English  Estimate  for 
1897-981 

♦MR.HANBURY:  The  hon.  Member's 
question  assumes  that  the  Irish  grant 
for  1896-97  is  proportionate  to  the 
English  grant.  If  this  was  the  case  it 
might  be  necessary  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  English  grant,  though  of 
course  the  inquiry  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Education  Department,  not  to 
the  Treasury.  He  must,  however,  be 
aware  that  the  system  was  changed  a 
year  ago,  and  that  the  Irish  grant  for 
1896-97  is  not  an  equivalent  grant, 
but  a  capitation  grant,  based,  as  in  the 
rest  of  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the 
average  attendance  in  the  schools  of 
the  country.  Tlie  Irish  Commissioners 
could  only  require  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  if  it  appears  that  the  avers^ 
attendance  was  under-estimated  when 
the  original  Estimate  was  fixed,  and  that 
is  information  which  they  themselves 
alone  possess. 

TELEGRAPH  SERVICE  (IRELAND). 
Mr.  JASPER  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) : 
I  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that  fre- 
quent complaints  have  been  received 
from  the  manager  of  the  Gavan  and 
Leitrim  Railway  as  to  the  delay  and 
non-delivery  of  telegrams  addressed  from 
local  offices  to  hia  address  in  Ballinamore; 
and  that  serious  dislocations  of  the  rail- 
way traffic  have  been  caused  by  these 
br^i^downs  in  the  telegraph  service; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  great  risks 
and  inconvenience  to  the  public,  he  will 
make  strict  inquiries  into  the  complaints 
with  a  view  to  providing  a  remedy ) 
*Mit.  HANBT7RY:  Some  oompUinte 
of  d^y  to  telegrams  have  been  received 
from  uie  manager  of  the  Cavan  and 
Leitrim  Railway  Company.  The  cause 
of  the  delay  in  each  case  has  been  ex- 
plained to  that  gentleman,  but  the  Post- 

J/r.  Veaey  Knox, 


master  General  will  cause  f  urthei  inquiry 
to  be  made  with  a  view  to  asoertain. 
whether  any  improvement  in  the  arrange- 
ments is  possible. 

SUUTTLE  GUARDS. 
Me.  C.  E.  SCHWANN  (Manchester, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department— (1)  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  case 
of  David  Poyson,  of  Marsden,  near 
Huddersfield,  who  on  the  21st  December 
last  was  struck  on  the  head  by  a  shuttle 
whilst  at  work  in  the  mill  of  Messrs. 
James  Crowther  &  Smis,  Marsden,  and 
who  died  a  day  or  two  afterwards  from 
the  effect  of  the  Uow,  which  caused  a 
compound  compressed  fracture  of  the 
skull ;  (2)  is  he  aware  that  Mr.  Sykes, 
solicitor,  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Crowther 
&  Sons,  said  that  his  clients  had  decided 
to  do  what  they  could  in  the  way  of 
getting  shuttle  guards  to  prevent  such 
untoward  results  ;  and  (3)  whether  it  ia 
now,  owing  to  a  recent  decision,  com- 
pulsory on  all  manufacturers  to  provide 
their  looms  with  shuttle  guards ;  and  if 
this  be  the  case,  will  factory  inspectors 
be  instructed  in  future  to  insist  on  these 
provisions  against  loss  of  life  and  eye- 
sight' 

SiB  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY: 
The  answer  to  the  first  two  paragraphs 
of  the  question  is  in  the  affirmative.  As 
regards  the  third,  the  recent  decision  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  requires 
manufacturers  tn  provide  guards  for  shut- 
tles which  are  shown  to  be  dangerous,  and 
enables  the  factory  inspectors  to  continue 
the  course,  which  has  been  pursued  with 
consideraUe  success,  of  requiring  all 
dangerous  shuttles  to  be  properly 
guarded. 

INDLA-KAMINE  ANIl  PIAGUE. 

Sir  ANDREW  SCOBLE  (Hackney, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  what  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  Government  of  Bombay  to 
deal  with  the  bubonic  plague  now  preva- 
lent in  that  Presidency ;  and  whethra- 
be  has  approved  of  the  measures  which 
have  been  adopted  t 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Georgb  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing)  :  The  extreme  gravity 
of  the  subject  to  which  my  hon.  Friend's 
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Question  refers  will  justify  me  in  nuJung 
a  longer  reply  than  is  usual  to  ordinary 
Questions.  [*'  Hear,  hear ! "]  The 
plague  was  identified  at  Bombay  in 
September  last.  On  the  2Dd  of  October 
wide  powers  were  conferred  on  the  chief 
executire  officer  of  the  city,  who  is  a 
Goveniment  official,  to  tako  whatever 
measures  were  found  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  epidemic  from  spreading.  Large 
sums  of  money  were  voted  for  the  pur- 
pone  by  the  Corporation.  The  Govem- 
ment  appointed  a  special  Medical  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  and  advise;  acientifio 
experts  came  from  other  parts  of  India 
to  report  upon  the  disease  and  its  pre- 
vention ;  while  additional  medical  men 
and  a  large  staff  of  workers  were 
employed  to  carry  out  at  once  the 
special  sanitary  measures  in  Bombay 
advocated  by  the  Committee  of  experts. 
The  epidemic  appeared  to  be  abating  in 
November,  bat  from  the  1st  of  December 
it  grew  more  severe.  The  plague  spread 
to  Karachi  in  December,  and  is  now 
suspected  to  be  epidemic  in  Foona.  Over 
2,500  plague  deaths  have  occurred  in 
Bombay,  over  300  in  Karachi,  and  about 
100  sporadic  cases  elsewhere.  As  the 
House  is  aware  from  newspaper  tele- 
grams, the  pl^ue  has  caused  much  terror 
among  the  people  of  Bombay  and  in  t^e 
adjacent  county,  but  the  disease  has  not 
so  far  appeared  in  epidemic  form  at  any 
place  besides  Foona  outside  the  cities 
of  Bombay  and  Karachi.  The  sporadic 
cases  of  which  I  spoke,  excepting  at  Foona, 
occurred  almost  entirely  among  fugi- 
tives from  the  two  plague-stricken  cities. 
The  efforts  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  corporation,  between  whom  hearty 
co-operation  exists,  were  devoted  to  re- 
lieving sufferers  from  tiie  plague,  to 
checking  its  extension  in  Bombay  and 
Karachi,  and  to  preventing  its  spread 
elsewhere.  Hospital  space  was  increased, 
special  plague  hospitals  were  provided 
for  six  duTerent  sections  of  the  community 
and  are  being  prepared  for  two  other 
sections.  House-to-house  visitation  of 
infected  quarters  is  being  carried  out 
under  medical  supervision.  Every  sus- 
pected case  of  plague  that  is  not  at  once 
removed  to  the  hospital  is  isolated  as  far 
as  practicable.  Every  house  where  a 
plague  case  has  occurred  is  disinfected, 
and  is,  as  far  as  possible,  vacated,  tem- 
porary accommodation  being  provided 
elsewhere.    Insanitary  honses  are  pulled 


down,  in  others  partitions  are  removed 
or  ventilation  introduced.  Special  sani- 
tary precautions  and  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  in  the  backward  parts 
of  Bombay  city.  A  fuller  staff  of 
doctors  and  Indian  medical  men  is  being 
organised,  and  the  Bombay  Government 
wilt  indent  on  England  for  a  temporary 
staff  of  doctors  and  nurses,  if  more  aid 
is  required.  To  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
plague  to  other  parts  of  India,  passengers 
leaving  Bombay,  Karachi,  or  Foona  by 
rail,  road,  or  sea,  are  inspected  by  medical 
officers,  and  persons  travelling  or  alight- 
ing at  the  larger  stations  are  stopped  and 
removed  for  treatment  if  they  are  sus- 
pected of  being  plague  stricken.  In  case 
pilgrims  to  the  Moslem  holy  places  might 
carry  plague  into  the  Bed  Sea,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  India  have — as  empowered 
by  law — declared  that  from  February  1 
Bombay  and  Karachi  shall  cease  for  the 
present  to  be  ports  of  dqwrture  for 
pilgrims.  The  Bombay  Government  re- 
port that  the  corporations  are  grant- 
ing all  necessary  funds,  while  the 
executive  and  medical  officers  there 
and  elsewhere  are  doing  all  that 
can  be  done,  though  prompt  suppression 
of  the  epidemic  has  not  been  attained. 
The  Government  of  India  report  their 
beUef  that  the  arrangements  at  railway 
stations  for  checking  the  spread  of  disease 
are  working  well ;  but  they  are  inquiring 
whether  further  measures  are  needed, 
whidi,  if  necessary,  will  be  given.  I 
believe  that  these  remedial  and  pre- 
cautionary measures  are  daily  becoming 
more  stringent  and  more  effective ; 
neither  self-sacrificing  work  nor  money 
is  being  stinted.  If  it  has  been  difficult 
to  secure  the  oo-operation  of  some  sec- 
tions of  the  Indian  population  to  pro- 
mote the  sanitary  and  preventive  mea- 
sures for  the  arrest  and  stamping  out  of 
this  pestilence,  yet  in  other  quarters 
loy^  assistance  and  effective  self-help 
have  been  displayed.  I  am  hopeful  that 
the  continuous  energy  and  vigilance 
shown  by  the  Government  and  the  local 
authorities,  and  the  rigorous  measures 
they  have  adopted,  are  beginning  to 
make  real  impression  upon  that  epidemic, 
and  that  we  may  for  the  future  note  its 
decline.  I  should  add  that  the  experts 
some  time  back  expressed  the  view  that 
daring  the  winter  months  some  increase 
in  the  epidemic  might  be  expected.  As 
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I  came  into  the  House  I  received  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Governor  of  Bombay  to 
the  effect  that  he  learna  that  alarmist 
and  greatly  exaggerated  telegrams  in 
reference  to  plague  are  being  sent  from 
Bombay,  and  he  hopes  that  great  caution 
will  be  shown  before  accepting  the  in- 
formation as  true.  Only  four  pure 
EuropoinB  have  died  of  the  plague,  in- 
cluding a  doctor  and  a  nurse.  Amongst 
the  dock  labourura  and  Port  Trust  ser- 
vants, the  deaths  and  sickness  are  very 
small  indeed. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  asked 
whether  the  noble  Jjord  was  aware  that 
both  the  Sanitary  Commissioner  and  the 
Health  Officer  of  Bombay  had  frequently 
protested  agunst  the  imperfect  sanitary 
arrangement  of  that  city,  and  whether 
any  measures  had  been  taken  to  remedy 
an  admitted  evil  1 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  I 
understand  that  as  far  as  practioable 
efforts  are  made  to  improve  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  native  quarters,  but  I 
am  afraid  until  the  epidemic  is  over  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  embark  on  a 
wholesale  measure  for  that  purpose. 

Hut  ANDREW  SCOBLE  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  a  question 
of  which  he  had  given  him  private  notice 
— namely,  whether  he  could  give  the 
House  any  recent  information  as  to  the 
number  en  persons  employed  on  relief 
works  in  India? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
latest  telegram  I  have  received  on  the 
sybject  is  from  the  Viceroy  and  is  dated 
January  22,    It  reads  as  follows : — 

"Famine.  Bain  duriDg  week  in  affected 
districts,  from  one  to  three  inches  in  Punjab 
except  the  Delhi  diviBion,  few  light  showers 
elsewhere.  Condition  of  standing  crops  fair  to 
good  in  Central  Provinces,  Behar,  North-West 
Provincea,  except  in  Bundclkhand  districts.  In 
affected  districts  of  Bombay,  crops  are  snflering 
from  want  of  rain.  Prices  have  fallen  slightly 
in  Northern  Pnnjab,  stationary  elsewhere.  On 
relief :— Punjab,  70.000;  North- Western  l*ro- 
vinces,  795,000;  Central  India,  42,000  ;  Kajpu- 
tana,  28,000  ;  Bengal,  278,000  ;  Burma,  30,000 ; 
iladras,  29,000 ;  Bombay,  265,000  ;  Central  Pro- 
vinces. 211,000;  total.  1,750,000.  In  Bombay 
apparent  incrsase  due  in  part  to  omission  of  non- 
worlciog  children  in  former  rqwrts." 

BOER  GOVERNMENT 
(LEGISLATION  AGAINST  ALIENS). 

SiB  ELLIS  ASHMEAD-BARTLBTT 
(Sheffield,  EodesiUl} ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 

Secretary  of  State/or  India. 


Her  Majesty'sGovernmenthave  addressed 
any  remonstrance  to  fhe  Boer  Gotmii- 
ment  against  the  repressive  le^;Ulatioii 
passed  by  the  Volksraad  since  Angnst 
last,  viz.,  against  the  Aliens  Expulsioa 
Law,  the  Press  Law,  and  the  Aliens  Im- 
migration Law  ;  whether  these  laws  con- 
stitute a  breach  of  the  Convention  of 
1884 ;  and,  whether  the  text  (tf  sndi 
protests  and  the  replies  of  tiie  Boer 
Government  cui  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  in 
communication  with  the  South  African 
Bepublio  with  regard  to  its  recent 
legUlation,  but  tlie  correspondence  is 
BtUl  incomplete.  When  it  is  terminated  * 
I  propose  to  lay  the  papers  before 
Parliament,  but  until  that  time  arrins 
I  am  unable  to  make  uiy  further  state- 
ment. 


CUOLEBA   OUTBREAK  (STEAMSHIP 
"NUBIA"). 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  steamship  Nubia  at  Plymouth  with 
cholera  on  board,  his  Department  and 
the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  found  that 
^eir  powers  under  the  provisions  tA  the 
existing  law  were  quite  sufficient  to  meet 
the  emergency  ;  and  whether  any  neces- 
sity arose  for  any  quarantine  regula- 
tions 1 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  The  Nvhia, 
which  arrived  in  Plymouth  on  January  9, 
was  reported  to  have  cholera  on  board, 
some  cases  having  already  proved  fatal. 
One  of  the  Board's  medical  inspectors 
was  immediately  instructed  to  go  to 
Plymouth  and  to  place  himself  in  relation 
with  the  Fort  Sanitary  Authority  and 
the  Fort  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In 
all  some  13  cases  and  four  deaths  oc- 
curred. The  action  taken  was  that  laid 
down  in  the  order  of  the  Board  aa  to 
cholera ;  and  owing  to  the  ezcellokt 
arrangements  prepared  long  in  advance 
by  the  Plymouth  Port  Authority,  isola- 
tion of  the  sick  was  at  once  carried  oat ; 
the  healthy  passengers  were  allowed,  on 
giving  their  addresses,  to  proceed  to  their 
respective  homes ;  and  the  ship,  aftw  the 
requisite  measures  <A  Hiyn*^rfann,  was 
allowed  to  cantinne  her  voyage  to  th 
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Port  of  London.  The  troops  irere  trans- 
ferred to  shore  under  the  direction  of 
the  military  authorities.  No  extension 
of  the  disease  occurred  to  any  persons 
beyond  those  attacked  on  board,  and  the 
results  fully  justify  the  action  which  is 
taken  in  this  country  of  dealing  with 
diseases  of  foreign  importation  by  means 
of  iaola^n  and  disinfection,  and  witJiout 
resort  to  any  such  measures  of  quarantine 
as  are  involved  in  the  detention  of 
healthy  persons  either  in  hospital  or  in 
an  infected  vessel. 


CAKSIAGE  OF  ANIMALS 
(CHANNEL  TRAFFIC). 

Mr.  W.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Pat- 
rick) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  will 
introduce  a  Bill  to  insure  the  more 
humane  cross  channel  teuisit  of  live 
stock,  by  making  the  shipping  oompanies 
liable  under  the  Oarriers  Act  for  injuries 
to  animals  caused  by  careless  handling 
and  insufficient  fittings  1 

The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Walter 
LoNC,  Liverpool,  West  I>erby)  :  So  far  as 
I  know  there  is  no  intention  to  introduce 
legislation  on  liua  subject. 

SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  (IRELAND). 

Mb.  FI£LD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  introduce  a  Bill 
to  fix  a  rate  from  which  shall  be  avail- 
able the  expenditure  necessary  to  insure 
the  compulsory  attendance  of  children  at 
school  in  Ireland  1 

Thb  attorney  general  fob 
IRELAND  :  Yea,  air.  The  Government 
have  prepared,  and  hope  to  introduce 
this  Session,  a  Bill  which  will  define  the 
rate  from  which  the  expenses  of  School 
Attendance  Cinnmittees  appointed  under 
the  Irish  Education  Act,  1892,  shall  be 
defrayed. 

IRISH  CANALS. 
Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  tlie  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Government  will 
inquire  into  the  working  of  Irish  canals 
with  a  view  to  their  purchase,  to  be 
given  as  free  waterways  for  commercial 
traffic  1 


The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  :  As  at  present  advised,  the 
Government  do  not  propose  to  adopt  the 
course  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 

IRISH  UOHTS  BOARD. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  reconstruct  the  Irish  Lights  Board  1 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  :  I  must  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, in  accordance  with  the  course  taken 

last  session,  to  be  good  enough  to  address 
his  Question  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  whose  department  is 
more  immediately  concerned  with  the 
matter  Uuin  the  Irish  Government. 

Mb.  FIELD:  Then  I  will  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Ques- 
tion 34. 

Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  don't  know  what 
is  the  Question, 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  give  notice. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  (after  reading  the 
Question)  ;  No  sir,  I  have  no  intention 
of  bringing  in  a  Bill  of  the  kind  at 
present. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  time  will  alter 
his  intention  t 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  am  afraid,  not 
belonging  to  the  country  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  cannot  answer  that  Ques- 
tion. 

ARMY  FOREIGN  MEAT  SUPPLIES. 

Mb.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether  he 
has  received  any  complaints  as  to  the  in- 
sufficiency of  quantity  of  foreign  meat 
supplied  to  the  troops ;  and,  whether 
representations  have  been  made  that  they 
prefer  to  be  supplied  with  the  same 
quantity  of  native  meat. 

*Thb  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THB  WAR  OFFICE  (Mb.  J.  Pcwell; 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  No  com- 
plaint or  representation  as  to  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  foreign  meat  supplied  to  the 
troops  or  as  to  their  prefwenoe  for  native- 
grown  meat  has  been  received  at  the 
War  Office. 
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CONSOLIDATION   OF  IRISH  ACTS. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  proposes  this  year  to  intro- 
dnce  any  Bill  consolidating  Irish  Acts  \ 
and  whether,  if  the  legal  assistance  at 
present  available  for  work  of  this  kind 
at  the  Irish  Office  is  not  sufficient,  he  will 
make  representations  to  the  Treasury  to 
have  the  necessary  assistance  provided  1 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND:  The  whole  matter  is  at 
present  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Irish  Government,  but,  at  this  period 
of  the  Session,  I  canngt  give  any  definite 
pledge  that  legislation  on  the  subject 
will  be  inbt>duced  this  year. 


SUMMARY  JURISDICfTION 
(MABEIED  WOMEN)  ACT. 

Me.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  extending  the  provisions  of  The 
Summary  Jurisdiction  (Married  Women) 
Act,  1896,  to  IreUndl 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND:  I  shall  be  happy  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  extending  the 
statutes  referred  to  to  Ireland. 


EDUCATION  BILL 
(POOR  SCHOOL  BOARD  DISTRICTS). 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  <rf  Dean) :  I  b€^  to  uk  Uie  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  it  is  the 

intention  of  the  Government  to  again 
propose  to  give  help  in  the  Education 
Bill  to  the  poor  school  board  districts,  to 
which  help  was  to  have  been  given  by 
Clause  4  of  the  Government  Bill  of  last 
year  ;  and,  in  the  event  of  its  not  being 
intention  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
pose such  help  in  the  Bill  of  the  present 
year,  whether  the  title  chosen  for  the 
Bill  will  shut  out  Amendments  on  the 
subject  from  being  proposed  to  the 
House  1 

Thb  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  a.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable 
in  answer  to  a  question  to  make  any 
statement  as  to  the  framework  or  details 
of  a  Bill  not  yet  introduced. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.):  I  observe  that  last  nif^t 


there  was  a  vote  on  the  Paper  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  authorising  of  the 
payment  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament  of  grants  in  aid  of  volun- 
tary schools  and  for  repealing  so  much  of 
Section  19  of  the  Elementary  Education 
Act,  1876,  as  imposes  a  limit  on  the  Par- 
liamentary gruit  to  elementary  schools 
in  England  'and  Wal^  I  observe 
on  the  Order  Book  to-day  a  notice  to 
take  that  Committee,  and  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  before  that 
Committee  is  taken  whether  he  will  lay 
on  the  Table  the  terms  of  it. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I,  will  inquire  into  the  practice 
on  this  matter,  but  I  believe  it  is  not  in 
accordance  witii  the  suf^festion  cit  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  If  I  am  wnmg 
I  will  certainly  propose  what  is  usual  in 
such  circumstances. 

*SiR  C.  DILKE  :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  considered  whether  the  use  of 
the  word  "  voluntary  "  will  shut  out  the 
other  matters  from  discussion  1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  don't  think  I  can  answer  a 
question  of  order. 

«SiB  C.  DILKE:  May  I  auk  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whetiier  on  a  Bill  dealing  with 
voluntary  schools  it  would  be  in  order  to 
raise  any  case  except  that  of  voluntary 

schools  1 

Mb.  SPEAKER  :  I  should  prefer  not 
to  answer  a  hypothetical  question  of  that 
kind  until  I  see  what  is  really  before 
the  House.  [MiniaUrial  laughter  and 
cheere.'] 

SECRET  SERVICE  FUND. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kil- 
kenny): I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  the  further 
investigations  which  the  Government 
propose  to  make  into  the  financial 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  will  include  an  examination  into 
the  amount  of  the  Secret  Service  Fund 
used  in  connection  with  the  Govemmwt 
of  Ireland  since  the  Union  1 

The  first  LORD  of  t6e  TREA- 
SURY ;  I  said  yesterday  that  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  answer  questions  with 
regard  to  the  Commission  until  I  am  in 
a  position  to  state  what  the  terms  of 
reference  «e. 
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FmAKCX&L  RELATIONS 
(ENGLAND   AND  IRELAND). 

Dr.  CJCABK  (Caithuess) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  propose  the  re-appointment  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Financial 
Relations  betveen  the  Three  Kingdoms, 
that  Committee  never  having  reported 
upon  the  subject  referred  to  ^m  f 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  No,  Sir.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  the  matter  is  going  before  a  Com* 
mission,  and  under  these  circumstances 
the  Government  will  not  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  the  same  subject. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
(WEDNESDAY  SITTINGS). 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  as  a£fectr 
ing  the  days  Membm  might  select  for 
■etting  down  Bills  for  second  reading,  if 
there  was  any  truth  in  the  statement  in 
The  Times  that  the  Government  had  an 
intention  to  ask  for  Wednesdays  for 
Government  business  1 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY said,  there  was  no  present 
intention  of  this.  Of  course  if  the 
Debate  on  the  Address  was  extended 
over  many  days  that  Debate  would  pro- 
ceed continuously,  and  so  the  Bills  of 
private  Members  would  suffer,  but  tin 
Government  had  no  present  intention  oi 
asking  for  Wednesdays. 


MOTIONS. 


The  following  Bills  were  presented  and 
Read  the  First  time : — 

prefsrbwtiatj  payments  in  bankruptct 
ACT  (1888)  amendment. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  r^f^atding  Preferential 
Parmenta  in  Bankmptcy  ordered,  to  be  bronght 
in  by  Mr.  Eemp,  Mr.  Ascrof  t,  Sir  Cbarles  Dilke, 
Mr.  Kenyon,  Mr.  Broadhurat,  Mr.  li^mest 
Hpeacer,  Mr.  John  Bams,  Colonel  Mellor,  Mr. 
Atherlev-Jonea,  Mr.  Glare,  Mr.  Tennant,  and 
Mr  Platt-Higgins ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time 
apon  WednMuy,  10th  February,  and  to  be 
printed.— [Bill  4.] 

LAND  LAW  (Ireland). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Land  Lav  (Ireland)  Acts, 
and  to  make  batter  proviBion  for  the  restoration 
of  evicted  tenanto  in  Ireland  to  thnr  hdldingB, 


ordered  to  be  brougbt  in  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Healy,  Mr.  Edward  Barry,  Mr.  Engledow,  Mr. 
Thomu  B.  Cnrran,  and  Mr.  John  Hamoiond; 
to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
lOth  March,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  5.} 


MINES  (eight  hours). 

Bill  to  limit  the  Working  Hours  in  Mines  to 
eight  hours  per  day  from  bank  to  bank,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  William  AUen,  Mr. 
Fickard,  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr. 
Scott,  Sir  William  Foster,  Sir  Charles  Dilke, 
Mr.  BirreU,  Mr.  Walter  AbnJuun,  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  Mr.  Philip  Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Nusaey ; 
to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  npon  Wednesday, 
6th  May,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  6.j 


BURIALS. 

Bill  to  further  amend  the  Burial  Laws, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr. 
Channing,  Sir  GeorKe  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr. 
Perks,  Mr.  Carvell  Williams,  and  Mr.  Woodall ; 
to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
24th  February,  and  to  be  printed. — [Bill  7.] 


SERVICE  FRANCHISE. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Service  Franchise,  ordered 

to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Marks,  Sir  John 
Blundell  ^ple,  Csptein  Jeasel,  Mr.  Fardell, 
Mr.  Boulnois,  and  Mr.  Harry  Samuel;  to  be 
Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  28tlk  April, 
and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  8.] 

8tbah  engines  and  boilers 
(persons  in  cbarob). 

BiU  to  grant  certificates  to  Persons  in  Cbawe 
of  Steam  Engines  and  Boilers,  orderei  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  J.  Samuel,  Mr.  Joseph  Pease, 
Mr.  Haldane,  Mr.  Holder,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr. 
Fenwick,  Mr,  John  Wilson  (Durham),  and  Mr. 
Faulton ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednes- 
day, I7th  Febmary,  and  to  be  printed.— [BiU  9.] 

AQHICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (MARKS). 

Bill  tor  the  purpose  ol  Marking  Articles  of 
A^rit  nitural  Produce  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Wingfield-Digby,  Mr.  Mildmay,  Mr.  Jeffreys, 
Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  Mr.  Hozier,  Mr.  Plnnkett, 
Sir  Mark  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Lambert ;  to  be  Read 
a  Second  time  upon  Wednesdav,  7th  April,  and 
to  be  printed.— [Bill  10.] 

PARLIAMENTARY  FRANCHISE 

(extension  TO  vomen). 

Bill  for  extending  the  Paxliamentary  Fran- 
chise to  Women,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  FaithfuU  Befflf,  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mr.  Jebb, 
Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Macdona,  Mr.  M'Laren, 
Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Madure,  Mr.  Qriffith-Boacawen, 
Mr.  William  Johnston,  Mr.  Atherley-Jonea,  and 
Mr.  JuBtin  M'Carthy ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  3rd  February,  and  to  be 
printed.— [Bill  11.] 
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8ali  of  intoxicating  liquors 
(irblakd). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Iaw  relatiiiK  to  the  Bale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  in  Ireland  on  Satnrdajs 
and  SundajTB,  and  for  other  purpoMB  connected 
therewith,  ordered  to  he  broaf;ht  in  by  Mr. 
Tjecky,  Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy,  Sir  Thomaa  Lea, 
Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  Mr.  William  JohnBton,  Mr. 
Jordan,  Colonel  tjaandenon,  Mr.  Pink^ton, 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  and  Mr.  Blake ;  to  he  Head 
a  Uecond  time  upon  Wednesday,  12th  May,  and 
to  he  pinted.-iBiU  12.] 

LAND  TENURB 
(wales  AND  MONMOUTnsniEE). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Tenure 
of  Land  in  Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  ordered 
to  be  hrooght  in  by  Mr.  Vaui^ian-DaTiea,  Mr. 
Brynmor  Jonee,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts,  Mr.  Reee- 
Davies,  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  and  Mr.  Lloyd 
Morgan;  to  he  Bead  a  Becond  time  upon 
Wednesday,  IWh  May,  and  to  he  printed.— 
[Bill  13.] 

BOILER  INSPBCTIOK  AND  BB0I8XRATI0N. 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  Inspection  and  Regis- 
tration ol  Boilem,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Kir  Edward  Gourley,  Sir  William  Houldsworth, 
Mr,  Maclean,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Fenwick,  Colonel 
Denny,  and  Mr.  Clare ;  to  be  Bead  a  Becond 
time  upon  Wednesday,  5th  May,  and  to  he 
printed.— [Bill  U.] 

plumbers'  REGISTRATION. 

Bill  for  the  National  Begistration  of  Plumbers, 
ordered  to  ho  brought  in  by  Mr.  Knowlcs,  I^rl 
Cumpton,  Mr.  Dixon,  and  I>r.  Farqnharson  ;  to 
be  Itead  a  Sectnid  time  upon  Wednesday, 
3rd  March,  and  to  he  printed. — [Bill  IS.] 

ELECTION  ~  PBTITI0N8. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Jaw  relating  to  Election 
Petitions,  ordered  to  he  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Wootton  Isaacson,  Sir  Benjamin  Stone,  Sir 
Edward-  Gonrley,  Admiral  Field,  Colonel 
Foster,  Mr.  U.  M.  Stanley,  Dr.  Robert  AmbroHe, 
Mr.  Richards,  Mr,  Spencer,  and  Mr.  OriOith- 
Boscawen ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  Slat  March,  and  to  he  prlhtod. — 
[Bill  16.] 

COURT  OF  CRIMINAL  APPEAL. 

Bill  for  the  creation  of  a  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pickers- 
gul,  Mr.  Jolm  Bums,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr. 
Bichardson,  and  Sir  Albert  Rollit;  toheReada 
Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  24tii  Mardi,  and 
to  he  printed.— [BiU  17.] 

BENEPICES. 

BiU  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Admission 
toandtheAvoidanceand  Resignation  of  Benefices, 
and  to  amend  the  Hnralities  Act,  1838,  and  the 
PlnmlitieB  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1885,  ordered 
to  be  bron^t  in  by  Mr.  Willox,  Viscount  Cran- 
borne,  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  Sir  John  Kennaway, 


Sir  Francis  Powell,  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Jebb,  Mr. 
Hobhouse,  Mr.  Sydney  Qedge,  tit.  Cripps,  and 
Mr.  Griffith- Boscawen ;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  26th  May,  and  to  be 
printed.— [Bill  18.] 

ARCHDKACONRT  OF  LONDON 
(ADDITIONAL  ENDOWMENTS). 

Bill  to  make  f  nrthor  provision  for  the  Endow- 
ment of  the  Archdeaconry  of  London,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs,  Sir  Ranald 
Hanson,  Mr.  Lough,  and  Mr.  Macdona ;  to  be 
Read  a  .Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  24th 
Fehmary,  and  to  he  printed. — [Bill  19.] 

COAL  MINES  REGULATION. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation 
Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  .  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  Mr.  William  Abraham,  Mr.  William 
Allen,  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley,  Sir  Walter  Foster, 
Mr.  Hatch,  Mr.  Jaeobr,  Mr.  Pickard,  Mr.  Yoxall, 
Mr.  M'Eenna,  and  Mr.  Randell;  to  ba  Read  a 
Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  2nd  March,  and 
to  he  printed.— [BiU  20.] 

RATING  OF  UACBINKRY  SUSPENSORY. 

Bill  to  authorise  the  continuance  for  a  limited 
time  of  existing  methods  of  ascertaining  the 
gross  annual  vaJue  of  certain  descriptions  of 
rateable  hereditaments,  ordered  to  he  brought  in 
by  Mr.  George  Whiteley,  Sir  William  Houlds- 
worth, Sir  Joseph  Leese,  Mr.  Cawley,  Colonel 
Mellor,  Mr.  Ascroft,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  to  be 
Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednooday,  17th 
Febnuuy,  and  to  be  printed.  -[Bill  21.] 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO. 

Bill  to  enable  localities  by  a  direct  vote  to 
prevent  the  issue  of  Licences  for  the  Sale  of 
uitoxicating  Liquors,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Whittakar,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Samuel,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr.  Allison,  j^fr. 
Burt,  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham), 
and  Mr.  Fickersgill ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  1 1th  April,  and  to  l*e  printed. 
—[BUI  22.] 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAYS. 

Bill  to  prohibit  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  on  Sundavs,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
^  Mr.  Charlei  Wilson.  Mr.  Arthur  Fmm,  Mr. 
Perk^  Mr.  Cozens-Hardy.  Mr.  Pickatd,  Mr. 
Fenwick,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham),  Mr. 
Cameron,  Mr.  Compton  Rickett,  Mr.  Hazell, 
Mr.  Firbank,  and  Mr.  Doughty  ;  to  be  Bead  a 
Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  10th  Febmary, 
and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  23.] 

CEMETERIES  RATING. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  with  regard  to  the 
Rating  of  certain  Cemeteries,  ordered  to  be 
bronghtin  l^Mr.  Stephens,  Sir  Frederick  Dixon- 
HarUaod,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Bigwood,  Mr. 
HiUEell,  Mr.  Howard,  Captain  Bowles,  and  Mr. 
Carvell  Williams ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  10th  February,  and  to  be 
printed.-[BUl  24.] 
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STREET  NOISES. 

Bill  to  regulate  and  control  Street  Uusio  and 
other  Street  Noiflee,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Badcltfle  Cooke,  Mr.  Jacoby,  General 
Goldsworthy,  Mr.  Boulnoia,  Hr.  Pi^wint,  Mr. 
Doncombe,  and  ULc.  Fardell;  to  be  Read  s 
Second  time  upon  Wedaeeday,  2nd  June,  and 
to  be  printed.— [BiU  25,] 

mbmbbbs  op  pabuament  (vacatiow  op 
seats). 

BUI  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Vaca- 
tion of  8eat«  by  Members  of  Parliament  accept- 
ing offices  of  profit  under  the  Crown,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Sir  Joseph;  Leeee,  Hx.  Luttretl, 
Mr.  Joe^h  A.  Pease,  Dr.  Faiqnharson,  Mr. 
George  Whiteley,  Mr.  T.  M.  Henly,  Mr.  GUes, 
and  Captain  Pfaillpotts;  to  be  Kead  a  Second 
time  nnm  Wednesday,  31st  March,  and  to  be 
printed.— [Bill  26.] 

MABRIAGK  VITH  A  DECEASED  ITIPB's 
SISTER. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  as  to  Marriage  irith  a 
Deceased  Wife's  Sister,  ordered  to  be  Iwoiight  in 
by  Mr.  Smcer,  Mr.  i3urt,  Mr.  Doxford,  Mr. 
Johnson -Ferguson,  Sir  I'redorick  Seager 
Hunt,  Sir  George  Osborne  Morgan,  and  Mr. 
Renshaw  ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  npon  AVed- 
nesday,  17th  Febroary,  and  to  be  printed.— 
[Bill  27.] 


RATINO  OF  MACHINERY. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Bating 
Herditamente  containing  Machinery,  ordered  to 
be  biooght  in  by  Mr.  Strachpy,  Sir  William 
Hooldsworth,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Sir  William 
Coddington,  Mr.  Battv  Langley,  Mr.  Oldroyd, 
(jtAaael  Mellor,  and  Mr.  Cawley  :  to  be  Head  a 
Second  time  npon  Wednesday,  3rd  March,  and  to 
be  printed.— [BiU  28.] 

pahliamentary  registration 
(amendment). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to  the  ' 
Begistration  of  Voters  for  PorJiamentary  Elec- 
tions, ordered  to  be  brotight  in  by  Mr,  Brigg, 
Sir  John  Leng,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Kir  Albert 
Bollit,  Mr.  George  Whiteley,  and  Mr.  Strachey; 
to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  npon  Wednesday, 
3rd  February,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  29.] 

SCHOOL  BOARD  FOB  LONDON  (ELECTIONS). 

Bill  to  alter  the  divisions  of  London  for  the 
Election  of  the  School  Board,  ordered  to  be 
Isoiig^t  in  1^  Sir  Blondell  Maple,  Mr.  Whit- 
more,  Mr.  Bonlnois,  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  and 
Ur.  HaiTT  Samnd ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time 
ipon  Wednesday,  28th  Apri^  and  to  be  printed. 
-[Bill  30.] 

PENSIONS  (old  age). 

Bill  to  provide  Pensions  for  Poor  Persons  over 
the  age  of  sixty-flTa  yeaxa,  ordered  to  belnuught 
in  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Labouchere,  Mr. 
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boa^nnt^  Mr.  AUred  Thoaus,  Mr.  Logan, 
and  Mr.  Lambert ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  tune 
npon  Wednesday,  26th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
—[BiU  31.] 

BOBOtTGH  FUNDS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Borough  Funds  Act,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Albert  BoUit,  Sir  John 
Leng,  Mr.  Bii^ham,  and  Mr.  Whitdey ;  to  be 
Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  5fh  May, 
and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  32.] 

SATING  (pLACBS  OF  ITOSBHIP  AND 

.  schools). 

BiU  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Bating 
ef  Places  of  Worahipand  School^  ordu^to  be 
brooght  in  by  Mr.  Walford  I^vis  Green,  Mr. 
Cloogh,  Mr.  Owen,  Mr.  Parkea,  and  Mr.  Perka ; 
to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wedneaday,  Slat 
March,  and  to  be  printed.— {BiU  38.] 

BOARDS  OF  GUARDIANS  AND  LABOUREBS 
(IRELAND). 

BiU  to  amend  the  constitation  of  Boards  of 
Onardians  in  Ireland,  and  to  extend  their  powers 
vnder  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  and  in  other 
respects,  ordered  to  be  broof(ht  in  by  Mr. 
Momaghan,  Sir  Albert  Kollit,  Captaiu  Donelan, 
Br.  Tanner,  Mr.  Doogan,  and  Mr.  Daly ;  to  be 
Bead  a  Second  time  npon  M'edneedny,  7th  April, 
and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  34.] 

VEHICLES  (lights). 

Bill  to  require  Vehicles  on  Highways  to 
carry  Lights  after  Dark,  ordered  to  be  brooght 
in  by  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Cohen,  Mr.  Pym,  Mr. 
Sharpe,  Mr.  Abel  Smith,  Mr.  Lucas>ShadweU, 
and  Mr.  Ernest  Gray ;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  10th  Febroaxy,  and  to 
be  printed.— [BUI  36.] 

MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  (iRELAND). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Municipal 
Franchise  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  broo^t  in 
by  Mr.  Engledow,  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  John 
Hammond,  and  Sir  Albert  ItoIUt ;  to  be  Bead  a 
Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  26th  April,  and  to 
be  printed.— jBiU  36.] 

LAND  VALUES  (TOWN.'J)  ASSESSMENT. 

BiU  to  provide  for  the  Assesfiment  of  Land 
Values  in  Towns,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr,  Harrison,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Hol- 
daue,  Mr.  Cluumins,  Mr.  Stevenson,  iSx. 
Kearley,  and  Mr.  Lough ;  to  be  r«ui  a 
Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  12tJi  May,  and 
to  be  printed.— [Bill  37.] 


LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  enable  electora  to  have  effectual  con- 
trol over  the  Liquor  Traffic  in  their  respective 
areas,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hed- 
derwick,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Qovanl,  tSt.  Col- 
viUe,  Mr.  Souttar,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cameron 
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CtH^t,  and  Sir  Vraiiam  Dmm ;  to  be  Read 
ft  Second  time  npon  Wednesday,  14th  April, 
and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  3a] 

COUNTY  OOVBRNMENT  (IRELAND). 

BUI  for  the  better  QoTemineiit  of  Countiea 
in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  bronriit  in  by  Mr. 
Doogan,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Captain  Done- 
Ian,  Mr.  Patrick  Aloyaius  M'Hugh,  M.  McCar- 
tan,  Mr.  P.  J.  Power,  Mr.  Daly,  and  Mr. 
Mumaghan ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  ttine  upon 
Wadnesdar,  24tli  March,  and  to  be  printea.— 
[BiU  39.] 

TKIND  COURT  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  confer  additional  powers  on  tlie  Court 
of  Teinds  (Scotland)  in  reference  to  the  traoB- 
pcotetion  of  pariah  churches  and  the  altera- 
tion of  bonndariea  of  parishes;  and  for  other 

Surposes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
lark  Stewart,  "Ur.  James  Campbell,  Mr. 
Thorbum,  Mr.  Baird,  and  Mr.  Goraon ;  to  be 
Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  7th 
April,  and  to  be  printed. — [Bill  40.] 

PLAGES  OF  WORSHIP  (LEASEHOLD) 
ENFRANCniSEUBHT. 

Bill  for  the  eufrancbiBement  of  the  sites  of 
leaaehold  Places  of  Worship,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Bees-XHvies,  Mr.  Lloyd 
Morgan,  ami  Mr.  Abel  Thomas;  to  be  Read 
a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  2nd  June, 
and  to  be  printed— {Bill  41.] 

COUNTY*  counrs. 

Bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  County 
Courts,  and  to  amend  the  Acts  relating,  or 
gtring  jurisdiction  thereto,  ordered  to  be 
brou^t  in  bf  Hr.  Monk,  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote,  Sir  Alferd  ffickman,  and  Hr.  Jacoby; 
to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesdqr, 
lOtb  March,  and  to  be  iwiuted.— [Bill  42.] 

LABOUR  BUREAUX. 

Bill  to  authorise  County  Councils  and  Coun- 
■rils  of  County  Boroughs  to  estabUsh  lAboor 
Bureaux,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Qoddard,  Mr.  Burt,  Hr.  John  Bums,  Mr. 
T^gan,  Mr.  Bobson,  and  Mr.  Schwann ;  to  be 
itead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  7th 
April,  and  to  be  printea. — [Bill  43.] 

ACCESS  TO  HOUNTAINS  (SCOTLANO). 

BiU  to  secure  to  the  public  the  right  of 
access  to  Mountains  and  Moorlands  in  Scot- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Birce, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Ur.  Hopkinson,  Sir  John  ZiCng,  and  Mr. 
Heddenrick;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon 
Wadneidaor,  17tli  Harch,  and  to  be  printed. — 

LAW  OF  LIBEL  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Jaw  of  Libel,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Griffith-Boscawen,  Mr. 
WiUox.  Sir  Albert  Bollit,  Sir  Charlei  Dilke, 


Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Maclean,  and  Mr. 
Frederick  Wilson ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  5th  Hay,  and  to  be  printed. 
-^iU  45.] 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (PERHISSITK 
RATES  aid). 

Bill  to  permit  School  Boards  to  assist  Edu* 
cation  in  Volontaiy  Schools  out  of  Ixtcal  Rates, 
ordered  to  be  bro^ht  in  by  Sir  Arthur  For- 
wood,  Sir  James  ^rgusson,  Mr.  Warr,  Ijord 
Edmund  Talbot,  Mr.  W.  F.  I^wrence,  and 
Sir  Henry  Howorth  ;  to  be  Bead  ft  Second  time 
upon  WedneHday,  24th  Februaiy,  and  to  be 
printed.— {Bill  46.] 

LEASEHOLDERS  PURCHASE  OF  FEE 

SIMPLE. 

Bill  to  give  faciUtiee  to  Leaseholders  for 
the  PurchaaiB  of  the  Fee  Simple  of  their  Hold- 
ings, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Qeneral 
Laurie  and  Mr.  Cohen ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second 
time  upon  Fridav,  12th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.— [Bill  470 


LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  (nO.  2). 

Bill  to  amend  and  extend  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Acts  and  the  Land  Purchase  (Ire- 
land) Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
O'Kelly,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Harrington,  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien,  and  Mr.  Hayden ;  to  be 
Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  3rd 
Febmaf7,  and  to  be  idnted.— {Bill  4a] 


MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (IRELAND)  (WOHEn). 

Bill  to  enable  Women  to  vote  at  Municipal 
Elections  and  for  Town  Commissioners  in  Ire- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  William 
Johnston,  Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy,  Sir  Thomas 
Lea.  Mr.  Jjecky,  Mr.  Field,  and  Mr.  PIuu- 
kett ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  imon  Tuesday^ 
2nd  Febmary,  and  to  be  printed.— [BiU  49.] 


PREFERENTIAL      PAYMENTS  BANKRUPTCY 
ACT  (1888)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  regarding  Workmen's 
Wages  and  other  Debts,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Ascroft,  Mr.  Kemp,  Sir  Charlea 
Dilke,  Mr.  Kenyon,  Sir.  Broadhnrst,  Mr. 
Ernest  Spencer,  Mr.  John  Bums,  Mr.  Platt- 
Higgins,  Mr.  Atherley  Jones,  Colonel  Mellor, 
Mr.  Clare,  and  Sir  Alfred  Hickman ;  to  ba 
Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  10th 
February,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  50.] 

PASLIAHENTART  ELECTIOHa 
(HASINBRS  TOTEB). 

Bill  to  enable  Officers  and  Seamen  erf  tbe 
Royal   Navy  and  Mercantile  Marine  and 

Fishermen  to  record  thmr  votes  when  by 
reason  of  their  calling  they  will  be  at  sea  on 
tbe  day  of  the  Poll,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Elliott  Lees,  Mr.  Bichaidacm,  ^  John 
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Colomb,  Sir  Cameron  Onll,  Captain  Pbill- 
potti,  and  Mr.  Joseph;  A.  Pease ;  to  be  Bead 
a  Second  time  npon  Wednesdaj,  28th  April, 
and  to  be  printecf.— (Bill  51.] 

MILITIA. 

Bill  to  make  better  proTisdon  for  Uie 
Militia,  and  with  reference  to  the  Lav  of 
Ballot  for  that  Force,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
^  Ihior  Baach,  Mr.  Brookfietd,  Captain 
CMee-Hiitchinaon,  and  Colonel  Sand^;  to  be 
Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wedneaday^  7th 
April,  and  to  be  printed.— {Kll  68.] 

UNITEBSITT  EDUCATION  (iRELAND). 

Bill  to  ettabliah  a  Catholic  Umvernty  in 
Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Clancy,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  and  Mr.  Hairing- 
ton ;  to  be  Bead  ai  Second  time  open  Wednes- 
day, 7th  Afml,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  S3.] 

EVICTED  TENANTS  "(IRELAND). 

Bill  to  make  provision  for  Evicted  Tenants 
in  Ireland,  ordeovd  to  be  brousht  in  by  Mr. 
Harrington,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr.  Clancy, 
nod  Mr.  O'Kelly;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  31st  March,  and  to  be 
^ted.— [BiU  M.] 


KDCCATIOIT  ACTS  AHBNnHBNT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Education  Acts,  1870  to 
1891,  ordered  to  be  bronzht  in  by  Mr.  Gedge, 
Mr.  Abel  Smith,  and  Colonel  Milward ;  to  oe 
Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  26Ui 
Ifi^,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  65.] 


BHFLOTSRS'  LIABILITIT  FOB  INJURIES 
TO  WORKMEN. 

Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Lav  re- 
lating to  the  Liability  of  Employm  for  In- 
juries to  their  Woitanen,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  John  Bums,  Mr.  Aruur 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Randell,  Mr.  Fenvick^  and  Sir 
Charles  IHlke ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  12th  May,  and  to  be  printed.— 
[Bin  56.] 

HCNICIPAI.  PBANCHISX  (IRBLAND)  (No.  2). 

Bill  to  amend  and  extend  the  Iav  relating 
to  the  Mimicipal  Franchise  in  Ireland,  otAo^ 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Carew,  Mr.  John 
Bedmond,  Mr.  Hanington,  Mr.  Field,  and 
Hr.  Patrick  O'Brien;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  10th  March,  and  to  be 
printed— [BUI  67.] 

POOR  LAW  FRANCHISE  (IRELANd). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Poor 
J^v  Fnmchise  and  the  Constitution  of  Boards 
of  Poor  Law  Guardians  in  Ireland,  ordered  to 
be  Inoagbi  in  by  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr. 
^lliam  Bedmond.  Mr.  Lnke  H^en,  and 
Mr.  William  Corbet ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time 
npon  Wedneeday,  28th  April,  and  to  be 
printed.HBUl  68.] 

VOL.  XLY.  [fourth  series.] 


MANHOOD  SUFFBAQB  (iRELAlO)) 


Bill  to  provide  for  Uuhood  FntneUM  at 
Parliamentaiy  Elections  in  Ireland,  ndwed 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pamell,  Mr.  John 
Redmond,  Mr.  Henington,  and  Mr.  Patrick 
O'Brien  ;  to  be  Bead  &  ssoond  time  npon  Wed- 
nesday, 24th  March,  'and  to  be  printed. — 
[BiU  59.] 


AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Agricol- 
tural  Holdings  in  England ;  and  tot  otherpur- 
poses,  ordered  to  be  Drought  in  by  Mr.  Cnan- 
ning,  Hr.  Price,  Mr.  Lambert,  Sir.  Lnttrell, 
and  Mr.  Stevenson  ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time 
npon  WednescUy,  19Ui  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
-^^iU  6a] 


GOLD  AND  BILTBB  PLATE  LICENSES. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Lav  with  regard  to  the 
Licenses  for  Retail  Dealers  in  Gold  and  Silver 
Plate,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Henry 
Richards,  Mr.  Massey-Mamvaring,  Mr.  Jjough, 
and  Mr.  Field  ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  3rd  March,  and  to  be  printed. 
— ^iU  61.] 


LONDON  WATER  COMPANIES 
AHALQAMATION. 

Bill  to  amalgamate  the  Water  Companies  in 
and  around  London,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hartland,  Mr.  Big- 
wood,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Stephens ;  to  be 
Bead  a  Second  tdme  vtpaa  Wedneed^,  Srd 
March,  and  to  be  printed.— [BiU  62.] 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT  (1887) 
AMENDMENT. 

BiU  to  amend  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act, 
1887,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Hovard 
Vincent,  Mr,  Maclure,  Mr.  Brookfietd,  Major 
Basch,  Mr.  '  Godson,  Mr.  Boulnois,  Sir 
Frederick  Seager  Hunt,  Sir  Heiur  Hovorth, 
Mr.  Havelodc  WUaon,  and  Mr.  Field ;  to  be 
Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and 
to  be  printed.— [BUI  f&.\ 


AUltrtAST  COUNTY  8UBTETOR8  (IRELAND). 

BUI  to  amend  the  Lav  relating  to  Assistant 
Conn^  Surreyora  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  Thomas  Lea,  Mr.  Heyvood 
Johnstone,  Mr.  Wolff,  and  Mr.  Rentoul ;  to 
be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  i7th 
Felmiaiy,  and  to  be  printed.— [BUI  64.] 


UNLAWFUL  POSSESSION. 

BiU  to  make  provision  for  dealing  with  per- 
sons suspected  of  having  stolen  property  m 
their  possession,  ordered  to  be  brought  ia  by 
Sir  Benjamin  Stone,  Mr.  Staveley  HiU,  Ifr. 
Spencer,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  and  Mr.  Godson ; 
be  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Tneaday  neit, 
and  to  be  printed.— [BUI  6&.] 
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CORN  SALES. 

Bill  to  provide  for  greater  nniionmty  In  the 
weights  and  measures  used  in  the  Sale  of  Com, 
.ordered  to  be  broaght  in  by  Mr.  Baokin,  Mr. 
Jasper  More,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Luttrell,  Mr. 
Heath,  Colonel  Williama,  Sir  Benjanun  Stone, 
Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Bolitho,  and  Mr. 
Badcliffe  Cooke ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time 
upon  Wednesdav,  17tb  March,  and  to  be 
printed.— [Bill  66.] 

LICENSES  (Ireland). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Licennng  (Ireland)  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brou^  in  by  Mr.  Crilly,  Mr. 
James  O'Connor,  Mr.  Macaleeee,  Sir  James 
Haslett,  Mr.  Haninirton,  Dr.  Tanner,  and  Mr. 
Field  ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednes- 
day, 3rd  February,  and  to  be  printed.— 
[Bill  67.] 

POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  LAW  AMKNDHENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Pensions, 
Gratoitiee,  ete.,  of  Police  Constables  in  Scot- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Lewis 
M'lver,  Colonel  Denny,  Sir  William  Arrol,  Dr. 
Farquharson,  and  Mr.  M'Killop ;  to  be  Bead  a 
Second  tjme  upon  Wednesday,  2nd  Jtme,  and 
to  be  printed.— [Bill  68.] 

BENEFICES  (NO.  3). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Benefices 
of  the  Church  of  England  and  Wales,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  (Lionel  Sandys,  Mr.  H^ry 
Foster,  Mr.  Cruddas,  and  Sir  Edward  Qourley  ; 
to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
lOtb  March,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  69.] 

SHOPS  (early  closing). 

Bill  to  provide  for  tiie  earlier  Closing  of 
Shops,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  John 
Lubbock,  Mr.  Cameron  Cktrbett,  Dr.  Farqa- 
baraon,  Mr.  Fenwick,  Sir  James  Fergusson, 
Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Eearley,  and  Sir  Francis 
Powell ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Mon- 
day next,  and  to  bb  printed.— [Bill  m] 

atnrsAT  olosinq  (walbs)  act  (1881) 

AHENDHENT. 

Bin  to  amend  The  Sunday  Closing  (Wales) 
Act,  1881,  and  to  make  further  provision  re- 
specting the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  in 
Wales,  ordered  to  be  brooght  in  by  Mi-.  Her- 
bert Roberts,  Mr.  Lloyd-Qeorge,  Mr.  Alhed 
Thomas,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis;  to  be  Bead 
a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.-[BUf  71.] 

VOHKING  men's  DWELLINGS. 

Bill  to  give  fadtitiea  for  the  acquisition  by 
working  men  of  their  own  dwellings,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Howard  'Vincent,  Sir 
Alfred  Hickman,  Mr.  Galloway,  Mr.  Heath, 
and  Mr.  FaithfuU  Begg ;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday  3rd  February,  and  to 
be  printed.— [Bill  72.] 


ALIENS. 

Bill  to  regulate  the  Immigration  of  Aliens, 
oidered  to  oa  brought  in  by  Sir  Howard  Vin- 
cent, Mr.  Duncombe,  Mr.  Richards,  Sir  Blun- 
dell  Maple.  Mr.  Field,  and  Mr.  Macdona;  to 
be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  lOtii 
Febroaxy,  and  to  be  pinted.— [Bill  73.] 

SHOPS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relatta«  to  Sfaim. 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke, 
Mr.  John  Bums,  Dr.  Cflark,  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr. 
Field,  and  Mr.  Flower;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
tune  upon  Wednesday  3rd  February,  and  to 
be  printed.— {Bill  74.] 

FKANCHI8B  AND  REMOVAL  OF  WOMBN'b 
DISABILITIES. 

Bill  to  estoblisfa  «  single  Frandiise  at  aU 

Elections,  and  thereby  to  abolish  University 
Representation,  and  to  remove  the  disabititdes 
of  Women,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  William  Allen,  Mr.  John 
Bums,  and  Dr.  Clark;  to  be  Bead  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday  3rd  Vthnaarj,  and  to 
be  printed.— [Bill  75.] 

CORONBBS'    INQUESTS  (RAILWAY 
FATALITIES). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Coroners* 
Inquests  in  the  case  of  Fatal  Accidents  on 
Railways,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Channing,  Mr.  John  Bums,  Mr.  Davitt,  and 
Sir  Albert  Bollit ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time 
upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  >be  printed. — 
[Bill  76.] 

FACTORT  ACTS  (FISHINO  TRADE). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Factory  Acts  in  relation 
to  the  Fishing  Trade,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Albert  Bollit,  Mr.  Charles  Wilson. 
Mr.  Doughty,  Commander  BetlieU,  Mr.  Price, 
Captain  Pine,  and  Mr.  Comptou  Bidcett ;  to 
be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.— ''^O 

SCHOOL    BOARD    ELECTORATE  (sCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  admit  to  the  School  Board  Electorate 
in  the  counties  of  Argyll,  Caithness,  Inver- 
ness, Bobs  and  Oomarty,  Sutherland,  and 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  all  persona  entitled  to 
vote  for  the  Connly  Council  Election  for  the 
said  counties,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Weir,  Mr.  J.  E.  B.  Baillie,  Dr.  Chu-k,  Sir 
Leonard  Lyell,  Mr.  M'Leod,  and  Mr.  Nicol; 
to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday  17th 
Febmaiy,  and  to  be  pinted.— [BiU 

POOB  LAW  OFFICERS*  SUPERANNUATION 
ACT  (1896)  AMENDMENT. 
'  Bill  to   amend   The   Poor  Iaw  Officers^ 

Superannuation  Act,  1896,  as  respects  female 
nurses  appointed  after  the  commencement  of 
the  said  Act,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Pym  J  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Wednes- 
day, 3rd  February,  and  to  be  printed.— [I*>11 
79.] 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
Rca(^T6d,  That  this  House,  at  its 
rising,  do  adjourn  until  Monday  next. 
•—(Mr.  Hanbary). 


OBDSSS  OF  THE  DAT. 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  HOST  ORACXOUS  SPEECH. 

[aDJOCBKED  DBBATB. — rOUBTH  DAT.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  r21st 
January]  to  Main  Question  [l9th 
January], 

"  Tlut  an  humble  AddieM  be  preeeated  to 
Her  Majeaty,  as  foUoireth  ; — 

"  Hoet  Oncioos  Sovereign, 

**  We,  Your  Majeety'B  moet  dutifnl  and  loyal 
•abjeota,  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
•jaembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks 
to  Toar  Majesty  for  the  QiadoDs  ^>eech  vhich 
Tom  Majesty  has  addiened  to  both  HonaeB  of 
Parliament." — (Fmswm*  I^liettpne :) — 

CATHOLICS  OF  IRELAND  (UNIVERSITT 
KDUCATIOV). 

And  which  Amendment  was,  at  the 
end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words, — 

"And  we  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty 
tkat  the  Catholics  <rf  Ireland  have  long  soflered 
under  an  intolerable  grierance  in  respect  of 
DniTeniiy  Edncation;  that  the  existence  of 
this  grievanoe  luu  been  recc^^used  by  euccesBiTe 
GownmeutB ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
GoranuneDt  immediately  to  propose  legislation 
with  a  Tiew  to  placing  Iri^  Catholics  on  a  foot- 
ing of  equality  with  their  fellow  countrymen  in 
au  matters  concerned  with  Univenity  Ednca- 
tifln."— (Jfr.  Engltditc.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added."  t)ebate  resumed. 

Mr.  timothy  HARRINGTON 
(Dublin,  Harbour)  said  he  wished  it  to 
be  made  clear  that  the  Irish  Catholic 
demand  was  simply  one  of  equality  in 
the  matter  of  University  eiducation. 
There  was  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Catholio  pet^ile  of  Ireland  or  the  CathcJic 
hierarchy  to  take  away  fran  existing 
ingtitatinu  any  privileges  they  now 
pOBMBsed.  All  ot^er  denominations  in 
Ireland  had  ample  provision  made  for 
edaeational  training,  yet  the  Catholics, 
cfmstitnting  the  vast  majority  of  tho 


people  of  the  country,  had  practically 
no  provision  whatever  made  for  them. 
This  was  not  a  demand  on  behalf  of  the 
Catholio  clergy  and  hierarchy  of  Ireland 
alone.  The  question  affected  the  Catho> 
lie  laity  in  a  greater  degree,  and  a  body 
representative  of  the  laity  had  addressed 
a  declaration  to  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  request  made 
was  simply  that  in  the  matter  of 
University  education  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  should  be  placed  on  an  equality 
with  their  Protestant  fellow-countrymen. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast  had 
spoken  of  the  insatiable  demands  of  the 
Catholio  hioiudb^.  But  though  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  had  been  recog- 
nised by  all  parties  from  the  banning 
of  the  century,  what  serious  steps  had 
ever  been  taken  to  satisfy  their  demands 
for  University  education.  Speaking  at 
Partick  in  December,  1889,  the  present 
Leader  of  the  House  said: — 

"  I  find  there  are  at  this  moment  tonr  coU^^ 
in  Ireland  enjoying  public  endowment.  There 
is  Trinity  Collie,  Dublin,  and  there  are  the 
Queen's  colleges  of  Belfast,  (3alway  and  Cork. 
Tha  Roman  Catholic  population  is,  I  suppose, 
about  four-fifths  of  the  whole  population.  They 
are  the  poorest  as  well  as  the  most  numerous 
jxtrt  of  the  population  ;  yet  I  find  that  only  one 
m  MTsn  <a  the  existing  itodenti  of  those 
endowed  ooUwes  belongs  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion.  And  I  find  tlut  the  onmber  in  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  is  only  6  per  cent  of  the  whole ; 
and  ^t  actually  at  this  moment  in  Ireland 
there  are  enjojdng  the  advantages  of  higher 
education  in  the  endowed  collies  less  than  260 
individuals  in  all  who  are  Roman  Catholics." 

That  was  the  cool  and  deliberate  opinion 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and 
no  langu^e  from  the  Irish  Members 
could  put  the  situation  more  forcibly. 
The  right  hon.  Crentleman  in  that  speech 
fiuther  said:  — 

"  Now,  I  sa^y  that  the  state  of  things,  whoi- 
ever  fault  it  is,  whether  it  be  the  fault  of  the 
educational  system  or  the  fault  of  the  hierarchy, 
at  all  events  it  is  not  a  creditable  state  of  things ; 
and  I,  who  am  one  of  those  who  are  desirous  of 
seeing  higher  education  ^iranoted  in  every  part 
of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  cannot  look  on 
with  equanimity." 

That  was  the  declaration  to  which  he 
wished  to  pin  the  First  Lord  and  the 
Govez^mient.  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  that  declaration  he  was 
not  in  so  favourable  a  position  for  giving 
effect  to  his  convictions  as  he  was  now ; 
and  all  that  was  asked  was  that  he  would 
take   immediate   steps   and   fulfil  his 
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declaration.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  had  urged  that,  as  a  religioi»  test 
was  no  longer  applied  at  Trinity  Colli^, 
there  was  no  reason  why  Catholics 
should  not  enter.  Bat  it  was  vain  for 
the  House  to  attempt  to  examine  the 
reasons  which  induced  Catholics  to  keep 
out  of  the  College.  They  could  only 
deal  with  the  fact  as  it  existed.  The 
abolition  of  the  religious  test  in  1873 
did  something  to  lower  the  status  of 
Trinity  College,  but  it  did  nothing  to 
meet  the  objections  of  the  Catholics. 
JThey  did  not  demand  that  step ;  and 
they  strenuously  resisted  it  when  it  was 
proposed  in  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Mr.  Fawoett.  All  Irishmen  were  proud 
of  the  traditions  of  Trinity  College  ;  but 
if  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Belfast 
and  other  Protestant  Irishmen  had  this 
institution  for  their  own  benefit,  why 
should  they  grudge  similar  advantages 
to  their  Catholic  fellow-countrymen? 
Why  should  Protestants  deprive  Catho- 
lics of  all  chance  of  competing  with  them 
in  the  race  for  life?  All  departoients  of 
the  public  service  were  now  open  to 
Catholics ;  but  Protestants  were  endowed 
with  the  means  of  acquiring  a  University 
education,  and  the  Catholics  were  de- 
prived of  those  means.  He  would  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Bdfast, 
whose  convictions  were  at  least  sincere, 
to  say  whether  this  was  fair.  He  would 
quote  another  passage  from  the  speech 
of  the  First  Lord.  Tiu  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said :  — 

"It  cannot  be  denied,  and  I  for  one  will  not 
affect  to  regret  it,  that,  by  ita  compoflition, 
Trinity  College  is  now  what  it  has  been  always, 
a  Protestant  institution  by  its  general  flavonr 
and  complexion.  I  believe  that  not  7  per  cent, 
of  the  students  are  Catholics.  Every  Sunday  in 
the  college  chapel,  the  services  <A  the  late 
Established  Church  of  Ireland  are  celebrated, 
and  the  theological  chain,  which  have  done 
such  service  in  the  advancement  of  a  sound  and 
learned  religion,  are  necessarily  filled  by 
membeis  of  the  late  Establiahed  Church  of 
Ireland.  You  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  the 
whole  current  of  thought  in  such  an  instatutiim 
is  and  must  be  antagoiUBtio  to  the  current  which 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  laige  majority  of  the 
bish  people." 

That  was  a  complete  expression  of  the 
whole  Catholic  position.  The  extract 
plainly  pointed  out  that  Trinity  College 
was  a  Protestant  institution  which  Catho- 
lics could  not  avail  of;  its  whole  atmo- 
sphere was  Protestant,  and  it  rejoiced  in 
that  fact.    Irish  Catholics  had  no  inten- 

Mr,  T,  Harrington, 


tion  of  interfering  with  the  Protestantism 
of  Trinity  College,  or  with  its  opinions. 
They  made  no  demand  that  its  great 
endowments  should  be  diminished  by  one 
penny ;  but  they  asked  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  just  towards  the  great 
body  of  Irishmen,  and  give  them  the 
same  facilities  for  higher  education  which 
Protestant   Irishmen  bad  enjoyed  for 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  Scholarships  and  fellowships  in 
Trinity  CoU^  are  open  to  Roman 
Catholics. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON :  Yes  ;  but  so  late 
as  the  year  1854  Roman  Catholics  were 
absolutely  precluded  from  possessing  a 
single  scholarship  in  Trinity  College, 
and  a  late  'member  of  this  House — Mr. 
Denis  Caulfield  Heron — ^who  had  actually 
in  competition  won  the  right  to  a 
scholarship,  was  precluded  from  takii^ 
it  because  he  was  a  Catholic  and  could 
not  perform  the  religious  conditions  re- 
quired in  the  College.  In  the  words  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  it  was  a 
Protestant  institution. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON:  The  hon.  Member 
for  Watertord  was  in  Trinity  College. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON :  He  was,  and  so 
were  several  Irish  Catholics.  He  was, 
himself  in  the  college  too,  as  a  student. 
And  why!  When  he  sought  his  profe»- 
sion  at  the  Bar,  owing  to  his  having  had 
to  take  a  pretty  prominent  part  in  Irish 
politics,  he  would  have  had  to  deal  with 
a  Bar  Committee  which  could  prescribe 
for  him  everything  they  liked  in  order 
to  disqualify  him  from  the  position  he 
was  seeking.  But  by  becoming  a  student 
of  the  University  of  Dublin  he  had  a 
right  to  enter  the  Bar  without  any 
further  examination.  Therefore  he 
availed  himself  of  Trinity  College.  The 
very  cases  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
cited  went  to  show  how  rarely  Catholics 
in  Ireland  could  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  of  Trinity  College,  and  how 
it  was  under  circumstances  of  the  kind 
he  had  mentioned  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  do  so.  But  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people  could  not  touch  it  because, 
in  the  words  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  it  was  "a  Protestant  institu- 
tion." Last  night  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Belfast  had  referred  to  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's Bill  of  1873^  and  he  had  said 
it  was  not  accepted  by  the  Bishops  of 
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Ireland — ^that  there  was  no  satisfying 
that  body. 

Me.  JOHNSTON:  Hear,  hear. 
Hb.  HARRINGTON:  But  the  most 
strenuous  opposition  was  offered  to  that 
Bill,  and  he  thought  reasonably  offered, 
by  the  senate  of  Trinity  CoU^e.  He 
should  like  also  to  point  out  to  Uie  hon. 
Gentleman  that  that  Bill  did  not  include 
what  Ireland  most  ui^ently  needed— h 
provision  for  the  endowment  of  a  Catholic 
University  as  a  teaching  body.  There 
were  provisions  for  examinations  and  for 
getting  degrees.     All   these  were  pro- 
vided by  the  Dublin  University  and  by 
the   Royal  University.    Was  it  not  a 
mockery  to  tell  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
that  these  two  Universities  are  open  to 
them  for  degrees,  if  every  other  section 
of  the  community  possessed  rich  endow- 
ments for  the  purposes  of  teaching  and 
give  nothing  in  that  way  to  the  Catholic 
body!   He  should  like  to  glance  at  the 
Parliamentary  history  of  this  question 
so  far  as  the  present  Government  were 
concerned.  After  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's Bill  in  1873,  an  Act  was  passed 
for  the  abolition  of  the  religious  tests  in 
Trinity  College.    The  Irish  people  didn't 
demand  or  desire  that  Act.    They  wanted 
a  Catholic  College — not  a  theological 
chair,  but  an  endowment  for  a  college 
which  would  enable  them  to  give  secular 
instruction  in  the  college  to  their  own 
students,  where  their  faith  would  be  safe. 
Then  there  was  the  question  of  the 
Queen's  colleges.    The  objection  of  the 
Catholic  laity  in  Ireland  was  stronger 
^^ainst  these  institutions,  where  no  form 
of  Christian  worship  was  recognised,  than 
was  their  objection   to  "  a  Protestant 
institution "  like  Trinity  College.  On 
July    28th,    1 885,    this   question  was 
brought  before  the  House  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Longford,  and  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
-who  was  then  also  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, used  these  memorable  words : — 

"  It  ia  remarkable  that  u  college,  not  directly 
endowed  with  any  pablic  money,  indirectly  re- 
ceiving only  BO  small  an  unountaa  the  Catholic 
University  of  Dublin  receivea,  having  to  provide 
all  its  boUdingB  and  apparatas,  still  should,  in  a 
fair  competition  in  University  education  with 
the  students  of  the  Queen's  colleges,  show  such 
surprising  reeolts  as  has  been  stated  to-night. 
The  statement  which  has  been  made  appeared 
to  me  almost  to  require  some  explanation ;  be- 
cause I  cannot  underotand  how  an  institution 
which,  according  to  the  Parliamentary  retoma 


that  had  been  quoted,  only  possesses  104  Btadent^ 
should  be  able  to  seoure  so  large  a  prc^xntion  of 
University  degrees  and  honours." 

He  quoted  these  words  to  show  that 
there  was  a  burning  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  Irish  people  to  avail  of  the  advan- 
t^es  of  higher  education  if  the  colleges 
in  any  way  conformed  to  their  views  and 
convictions.  In  the  Catholic  University 
College,  an  institution  without  any  en- 
dowment or  support — an  institution 
which  for  years  had  been  appealing  in 
vain  to  the  House  to  get  recognition  for 
it  to  confer  degrees  upon  its  students, 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  able  to 
compete  with  the  Queen's  colleges  and 
practically  to  double  them  in  the 
honours  they  received  in  every  depart- 
ment of  University  education.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  went  on  to  say  on  the 
same  occasion:  — 

"  The  hon.  Member  tor  Londondory  (Sir 
Charles  Lewis)  has  expressed  the  hope  that  he 
will  not  depart  from  the  old  lines  on  which  the 
whole  question  has  been  dealt  with.  But  what 
are  they  t  The  lines  on  which  it  hat)  been  dealt 
with  successfully  are  those  of  the  Intermediate 
Education  Act  of  1878,  and  of  tho  Royal  Uni- 
versity Act,  1879,  whereby  it  was  decided  that 
the  State  shonld  pay  for  the  resolts  of  secular 
education  wherever  given  and  however  obtained, 
quite  irrespective  of  the  circumstances,  whether 
they  were  gained  by  private  tuition  in  a  deno- 
minational college  or  in  a  mixed  college.  Now 
these  are  the  piinciplea  the  Government  onght 
to  maintain.  We  shall  continue  to  regard  Ods 
question  on  the  principle  I  have  laid  down,  with 
Uie  hope  and  the  wish  to  do  something  to  make 
Univeisity  educati<Hi  more  genraal  uid  wide- 
spread in  Ireland,  and  if  it  shonld  be  our  lot  to 
hold  Office  next  Session,  to  make  acme  proposal 
which  may  deal  in  a  satisfactory  way  with  this 
most  important  matter." 

These  words  were  delivered  in  the  House 
in  the  Session  of  1885.  It  was  true 
that  early  in  the  next  Session  the 
Government  went  out  of  office,  but  again 
they  assumed  office  at  the  general  elec- 
tion of  1886,  and  thoxigh  the  Unionist 
Grovernment  had,  with  a  short  interval, 
been  in  office  since,  not  one  attempt  had 
been  made  to  redeem  the  promise  re- 
corded in  the  speech  he  had  quoted.  On 
the  16th  July,  1889,  the  present  First 
Lord  of  the  treasury,  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion put  by  the  late  Mr.  Pamell,  said  :  — 

*'  The  reaolntions  of  the  Standing  Committee 
of  the  Catholic  Bishops  of  Ireland  have,  I 
believe,  been  forwarded  to  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  not 
seen  a  copy  until  te-day.  The  resolutions  deal 
with  many  questions,  and  cover  the  whole  field 

[Fourth  Day, 

Digitized  by  Google 


311 


Addreaa  in 


{COMMONS} 


Answer  lo  Iler 


312 


of  education  ia  Ireland.  Without  giving  specific 
answers  to  the  varioas  points  allnaed  to  in  them, 
I  may  say  that  acme  ot  them — notably  higher 
oduoation— have  long  boon  nnder  the  contideni- 
tion  of  the  OoTernment,  and  in  reapect  of  these 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  make  propoeals  to  the 
Hoaee." 

That  speech  was  made  on  the  15th  July, 
1889,  and  since  then  no  effort  had  been 
made  to  redeem  the  promise  held  out. 
Still  later  in  the  same  Session  o!  1889, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  present 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  made  the 
following  announcement  on  the  sub- 
ject :  — 

"  I  repeat  in  the  Honae  what  I  have  said  out- 
side the  House,  that,  in  my  opinion,  something 
ou^ht  to  be  done  to  give  higher  Unirersity  edu- 
cation to  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland." 

So  far,  therefore,  as  the  justice  of  the 
demand  was  concerned,  there  had  been 
the  most  complete  reatgnition  by  the 
leaders  of  the  present  Unionist  Party  in 
that  House.  The  First  Lord  was  under 
no  delusion  as  to  the  position,  for  he 
continued :  — 

"X  regret — I  do  not  deny  that  I  do  regret — 
that  the  Roman  CatlioUc  clergy  in  Ireland  have 
felt  it  their  duty  to  discourage  men  of  their 
reli^on  from  taking  full  advantages  of  the 
Queen's  colleges  in  Oalway  and  Cork,  or  of 
Trinity  College  in  Dublin." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  himself 
spoken  of  Trinity  College  as  a  Protes- 
tant institution,  and  that  description  was 
a  justification  of  the  position  taken  up 
by  the  Itoman  Catholic  clergy,  who  would 
be  utiworthy  to  lead  their  people  if  they 
advised  them  to  go  into  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  described  as  a  Pro- 
testant institution.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  continued  on  that  ocoasion : — 

"But  regrets  are  vain  things.  The  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy  have  thought  it  their  duty 
to  adopt  this  pobcy,  and  we  have  to  take  the 
facts  as  we  find  them.  The  experiment  of  un- 
deuomi  national  higher  education  in  Ireland  has 
now  been  tried  sufficiently  long  to  make  it,  I  am 
afraid,  perfectly  clear,  that  nothing  Parliament 
has  hitherto  done  to  promote  that  object,  will 
really  meet  the  wants  and  wlahee  of  the  Catholic 
population  of  the  country.  That  being  so,  we 
n-tve  DO  alternative  but  to  try  and  devise  some 
new  scheme  by  which  the  wants  of  tbe  Catholic 
population  shiU  be  met.  This  would  not  be  the 
proper  time  for  me  to  suggest,  even  iu  outline, 
the  main  lines  of  what  the  scheme  should  be ; 
but  ve  ought  to  make  some  attempt,  if  possible, 
to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  the  kind  I  have 
indicated." 

These  promises  had  been  repeatedly 
made,  and  Goremment  after  Govern- 
ment liad  recognised  what  was  their  duty 

Mr.  T,  ffarrinfft&n. 


in  r^;ard  to  this  matter.  The  right  hon. 
Gentieman  in  a  later  speech  laid  down 
three  conditions  without  which,  he  held, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Gorem- 
ment to  settle'  this  question.  First,  he 
objected  to  founding  a  Catholic  UniTei^ 
sity,  having  regard  to  the  desirability  of 
Catholic  and  Protestant  Irishmen  com- 
peting in  the  race  for  University  distinc- 
tions. But  the  Catholic  Iiierarchy  raised 
no  objection  to  a  scheme  founded  on  that 
competition,  but  by  so  doing  it  seemed 
to  them  it  would  be  necessary  to  inter- 
fere with  the  status  of  the  University  of 
Dublin.  The  Catholics  were  perfectly 
willing  to  be  attached  to  the  Dublin 
University  so  long  as  they  had  endow- 
ment for  their  own  education,  but  they 
had  no  desire  to  force  themselves  un  the 
University  of  Dublin  or  in  any  way  to 
interfere  with  its  prestige.  It  seemed 
to  them  that  the  simplest  plan,  and  tliat 
which  would  give  the  best  satisfaction  in 
Ireland,  would  be  to  endow  a  Catholic 
University  for  the  Catholic  people  of 
breland,  so  that  they  might  not  interfere 
with  any  other  existing  .institution. 
Another  condition  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  laid  down  was  that  there 
should  be  no  State  endowment  of  theo- 
logical training,  but  there  had  never 
been  any  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
Catholic  hierarchy  that  theological 
training  should  be  taught.  They 
could  themselves  take  care  that  there 
was  a  theological  chair  if  it  was  neces- 
sary. He  undertook  ',to  say,  moreover, 
that  there  would  be  no  objection  to  a 
conscience  clause  if  it  was  desired — and 
that  was  the  third  objection  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mui  went  on  to  si^:  — 

"  But,  subject  to  these  throe  conditions,  my 
own  opinion  is  that  we  ougl^t  to  give  them  a 
well  equipped  college  —a  college  thoronghly_  well 
equipped  for  all  modem  purposes  of  higher 
education,  in  which  they  could  leam,  as  I  have 
said  before,  Latin,  Greek,  nutJiematics,  sdence, 
medicine,  and  law.** 

That  was  the  promise  held  out  to  them, 
to  whidh  the  Irish  people  were  deter^ 
mined  to  hold  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  Government,  and  they  looked  to 
him,  not  for  any  further  promise,  but 
for  the  immediate  execution  of  the 
schemes  which  he  then  foreshadowed. 
It  was  right  to  say  that  on  that  occasion 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  other 
conditions ;  he  said :  — 

"It  is  abaolately  imposDible  that  anything 
should  be  done  except  by  general  consent." 

If  nothing  was  to  be  done  for  higher 
education  in  Ireland  until  all  Parties  in 
Great  Britain  as  well  aa  Ireland  were 
agreed,  then  diere  was  very  little  hope 
of  ever  satisfying  the  desires  of  the  Irish 
people.  The  doctrine  of  satisfying 
the  predominant  partner  might  have 
some  weight  so  long  as  it  affected 
to  some  extent  the  government  of  the 
three  countries,  but  when  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  providing  education  within  one 
of  these  countries  only,  he  thought  the 
doctrine  had  no  application  whatsoever. 

*Mb.    LECKY    (Dublin  University) 
said  that,  although  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  vote  for  the  Amendment,  he 
hoped  that  in  the  course  of  the  present 
Parliament  the  Government  would  Fee 
their  way  to  gratify  the  desire  of  Irish 
Catholics  to  have  either  a  University  of 
their  own,  or  else  an  endowed  college 
connected  with  the  Royal  University. 
It  seemed  impossible  to  deny  that  the 
great    preponderance    not    merely  of 
Catholic   opinion   in   Ireland,   but  of 
opinion  amongst  those  Catholics  who 
alone  could  send  their  sons  to  a  Univei^ 
nty  was  in  farour  of  an  estahlishmmt 
of  a  more  sectarian  and  ecclesiastical 
type  tiian  at  present  existed.    It  seemed 
equally  evident  that  the  number  of 
Catholics  at  present  enjoying  a  Univer- 
sity education  was  very  inadequate. 
Much  allowance,  no  doubt,  must  be  made 
for  the  fact  that  an  enormous  prepon- 
derance of  the  Catholic  population  of 
Ireland  belonged  to  a  class  who  were 
unable  to  afford  their  sons  a  University 
education,  and  for  the  fact  that  while 
Divinity  students  foimed  a  large  pro- 
portion of  ,)the  Protestant  students  at 
the  Universities,  Catholic  Divinity  stu- 
dents were  educated  at  Maynooth.  Still, 
when  all  this  was  admitted,  it  remained 
an  incontestable  fact  that  the  number  of 
Catholic  students  enjoying  a  University 
education  was  smaller  than  it  should  be, 
He  did  not  believe  that  this  was  largely 
due  to  their  dislike  of  the  existing  Uni- 
vemties,  but  the  influence  of  the  priest- 
hood in  this  field  was  a  deterrent  one, 
and  if  a  University  was  set  up  which 
the  priesthood  actively  encouraged,  the 
number  of  the  students  would  probably 


increase.    If  the  Government  could  see 
their  way  to  found  a  new  college  he  could 
assure  them  that  it  would  experience  no 
tmworthy  jealousy  on  the  part  of  Trinity 
College.    Trinity  College  r^retted  that 
Catholic    students  did  not  come  to  it 
more  freely.    It  regretted  that  they  did 
not  think  the  University  of  Moore  and 
Sbxal  and  the  immense  majority  of 
Catholic  laymen  who  had  played  the 
greatest  part  in  recent  Irish  history  good 
enough  for  them.    But    it  recognised 
clearly    that    the     time     had  come 
for    some    modification    in    the  Uni- 
versity   system    in    Ireland,    and  it 
only  wished  well  to  the  Government  in 
the  action  they  might  take.  [National- 
ist  ehetrs.']   He  said  this  frankly,  but 
he  could  not  agree  with  hon.  Members 
opposite  as  to  &e  extent  of  th«r  griev- 
ance. In  the  first  place.  Divinity  students 
were  amply  provided  for  at  Maynooth. 
That  college  was  originally  set  up  by 
the  Protestant  Parliament  of  Ireland, 
it  was  enlarged  by  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, it  received  for  many  years  a  large 
grant  from  Imperial  funds,  and  when 
that  grant  was  abolished  it  was  com- 
pensated for  by  a  large  capital  sum 
which  was  not  drawn,  as  it  should  have 
been,  from  Imperial  soim;e8,  but  from 
the  distinctively   Irish  Church  fund. 
\Nationaliat  cA«r».]   Maynooth  was  a 
well-endowed     collie,    entirely  and 
completely    in  '  the    hands    of  eccle- 
siastics  without  any  kind  of  meddling 
inspection    or    control    on    the  part 
of   anyone   connected   with  the  Gov- 
ernment.   Then  came  his  own  Univer- 
sity— ^Trinity  College.    As  far  back  as 
1793,  before  the  English  Universities 
had  taken  such  a  step,  Trinity  College 
threw  open  her  degrees  to  Catholics.  It 
was    a    remarkable    fact,  illustrating 
its  spirit,  that  the  first  great  advo- 
cate of  undenominational  and  liberal 
Catholic  education  in  Ireland  was  Hely 
Hutchinson,  one  of  its  Provosts,  and  that 
one  of  the  most  powerful  advocates  of 
Catholic  claims  who  ever  appeared  in 
the  ImpM-ial  Parliament  was  the  great 
Lord  Plunket,  Member  for  Trinity  Col- 
lege, at  a  time  when  the  electing  body 
was  purely  Academic.     In   those  days 
many   Catholics    entered   the  collie, 
and  he  believed   that  nearly   all  the 
Catholic    judges    who    had    shed  so 
much  lustre  upon  the  administration  of 
the  law  in  Ireland  had  been  members 


Digitized  by 


315  Address  in  {COMMONS}  Answer  to  Her  3l6 


of  Trinity  Coll^.  In  fact,  with 
the  exception  of  O'Connell,  there 
was  scarcely  an  eminent  Catholic  lay- 
man who  had  not  been  ^ucated  there. 
A  great  objection,  and  a  just  one 
then,  brought  'against  the  college  was 
that  its  great  honours  and  prizes  were 
exclusively  in  the  hands  of  Pro- 
testants. All  that,  he  was  happy  to  say, 
had  been  abolished.  It  was  true  that 
there  was  a  Divinity  school,  but  it 
stood  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  col- 
lege, and  had  no  relation  to  anyone  who 
was  not  reading  for  Ang^can  orders. 
For  the  rest,  every  poet  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  every  honour  and  prize 
was  open  to  every  denondnation  in  Ire- 
land ;  the  most  zealous  theological 
scrutiny  could  discern  -nothing  in  its 
curriculum  which  had  the  smallest 
sectarian  tinge,  and  he  ventured  to 
say  that  the  whole  tone  of  the 
University,  the  tone  of  the  under- 
graduates, as  well  as  of  the  Fel- 
lows, was  Mitirely  unsectarian.  As 
an  illustration  of  the  tone  of  Trinity 
College  at  the  present  time,  he  m^ht 
read  a  letter  which  had  been  written 
in  1895  by  a  Catholic  student  after 
passing  through  the  coU^.  It  gave  a 
more  vivid  picture  than  he  could  give 
of  actual  life  in  the  University.  He 
said: — 

"I  entered  Trinity  Collage,  Dublin,  u  s 
R«nan  Catholic.  My  tutor  Fellow,  the  late 
Dr.  Maguire  (Profeaaor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in 
the  UniTersity),  was  a  Boman  Catholic. 

*'  From  the  day  I  entered  the  college,  in 
January  188fi,  until  I  obtaioed  the  degree  of 
Muter  of  Arts  in  June  1891, 1  never  waa  asked 
to  what  nliguni  I  belonged,  nor  did  I  ever  feel 
•  the  slightest  anpleaeantnees  or  disadvantage 
from  any  one  connected  with  the  University  on 
account  of  religion.  I  knew  the  geographical 
position  of  the  college  chapel,  but  I  waa  never 
in  it 

**  I  never  heard  any  Boman  Catholic  graduate 
or  ondetgradnate  object  to  the  Divinity  schooL 
I  found  that  Boman  Oiftu^ics  are  exempt  from 
catechetical  (religious]  tectaree  and  ezunina- 
tions  aa  veil  as  coU^  chapel,  and  are  not  only 
eligible  for  all  honours,  pnzee,  medals,  scholar- 
ships, moderatonhipa,  studentships,  and  fellow- 
Bhi[>s,  etc,  bnt  are  aotually  carrying  oil  such 
distinctions  from  time  to  timsu  I  do  not  believe 
the  religion  of  any  candidate  is  at  all  considered 
in  the  competitions.  One  of  tbe  present  Fellows 
is  a  Branan  Catholic.  The  list  of  eminent 
Boman  Catholics  on  the  Bench,  at  the  Bar, 
medical,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  learned  professions, 
•how  a  very  tigh  percentage  of  T  CD,  men. 
and  the  fact  also  remains  that  these  men  in- 
TuriaUy  send  their  soiu  abd  friends  to  the 
college." 

Jin  L«cky. 


It  might,'  it  is  true,  be  justly  objected 
that  there  was  no  definite  religious  teach- 
ing for  the  Catholics  in  Trini^  College- 
But  he  did  not  think  this  was  altogether 
its  fault.  An  arrangmnent  had  bem 
made  under  which  Protestant  pupils  be- 
longing to  the  Episcopal  Church  had 
their  own  catechetical  lectures  on  re- 
ligion, and  certain  persons  were  ap- 
pointed to  look  after  their  spiritual 
wants.  The  college  now  paid  Presby- 
terian ministers  to  teach  the  Presbyterian 
students,  and  look  after  their  moral  wel- 
fare. He  believed  it  to  be  notorious  that 
the  college  authorities  would  be  delighted 
to  make  similar  provisiou  for  CaUiolic 
students  if  the  Catholics  would  aoo^t 
it  This  was  the  position  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege. The  Queen's  Con^:es  had  been 
condemned  by  the  Church,  but  they  were 
entirely  unsectarian  in  their  teaching. 
Two  of  them  were  presided  over  by 
Catholics,  and  every  prize  they  could 
offer  ^va8  open  without  restriction.  As 
to  the  Royal  University,  Catholics  there 
preponderated,  and  the  University  waa 
set  up  specially  in  the  govoning  body 
for  ^eir  benefit.  He  would  ask  any  fair 
man,  any  foreigner  from  any  Catholic 
country,  whether  this  state  of  thii^  waa 
one  which  could  be  reasonaUy  described 
as  it  had  been  repeatedly  described 
in  this  House  and  in  Ireland,  in  lan- 
guage which  would  scarcely  be  too  weak 
if  it  were  applied  to  the  persecu- 
tion of  Diocletian.  The  sum  of  it  all 
was  that  Catholic  Divinity  students  were 
entirely  taught  at  the  puUic  expense  by 
their  own  ecclesiastics,  and  in  t^a 
secular  Universities  every  test  had'  been 
aboHshed ;  every  sectarian  element  in 
the  University  teaching  had  been 
eliminated ;  every  prize  h»l  betm  thrown 
open  to  competition  regardless  of  creed. 
But  he  thought  the  time  had  wme  to 
go  further,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  soon  see  their  way  to  do  so. 
Personally,  he  was  somewhat  half-hearted 
on  this  question.  In  his  opinion, 
there  could  be  no  greater  misfortune  for 
Ireland  than  that  memb^  of  the  Pro- 
testant and  Catholic  religions  in  their 
early  days  should  be  entit^y  separated ; 
that  young  meo,  at  a  time  wh«i  their 
hearts  were  mrm,  when  their  en- 
thusiasms were  at  their  height,  and 
when,  they  were  forming  h-iradships 
which  might  mould  their  future  lives, 
were  kept  apart  uid  knew  nothing  of 
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each  other.  \Nationaliat  chxers.l  Then 
he  vaa  Kepiical  irhether  purely  sec- 
tarian education  ever  produced  the  same 
standard  of  good  intellectual  work  as  a 
more  truly  Catholic  one.  The  first  con- 
dition at  Trinity  College  was  that  the 
whole  of  the  teaching  staS  should  be  ap- 
pointed, not  by  any  kind  of  nomina- 
tion or  patronage,  but  solely  by  merit 
totally  irrespective  of  theolc^cal  opinion. 
But  ^e  teaching  of  a  UniTersity  did  not 
come  merely  from  its  profeesors.  An 
immense  proportion  came  also  from 
the  stimulus  of  the  students,  and  he 
believed  the  more  they  narrowed  the 
area  from  which  that  competition  was 
derived  the  more  feeble  that  stimulus 
would  become.  He'  had  an  in- 
curaUe  prejudice  against  the  secular 
education  of  laymffli  being  altogether 
intrusted  to  ecclesiastics.  ["Hear, 
hear  1 "]  He  believed  if  they  educated 
young  laymen  more  or  lees  in  the 
principles  of  a  monasteiy,  the  result 
would  be  they  would  turn  out  one 
class  of  mind — credulous,  emasculated, 
stunted  and  prejwliced — and  another  of 
a  stronger  class  of  mind — acidulated  and 
exasperated,  indined  to  go  all  lengths 
in  opposition  to  what  they  had  been 
taught.  [Laughter."]  He  was  very  much 
afraid,  too,  that  when  tiiis  Gatholio  Uni- 
versity was  set  up,  the  efforts  of  the  hier- 
archy to  prevent  students  of  their  faith 
poing  to  any  other  University  would 
be  even  stronger  that  at  present.  Very 
strong  coercion  of  this  kind  goes  on 
already  in  Ireland.  They  saw,  for 
example,  a  Catholic  Bishop  al»olutely  de- 
claring he  would  refuse  to  administer  the 
Sacrament  to  any  Catholic  who  sent  his 
ohildrui  to  the  National  Model  schools, 
and  this  same  Bishop  shortly  after  say- 
ing that  these  schools  were  an  impos- 
ture, as  the  Catholics  did  not  go  to  th^. 
[Laughter  and  "Hear,  hear  I"]  They 
had  seen  another  Catholic  Bishop  exer- 
cising a  kind  of  censorship  over  the 
Press,  and  threatening  with  spiritual 
penalties  anybody  who  dared  to  read  a 
newspaper  representing,  he  believed,  the 
politics  of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  last 
spoken.  [Laughter.]  He  was  afraid 
this  sort  of  thmg  m^ht  extend.  There 
was  an  extrem^  remarkable  letter  in 
the  "  Idle  of  Cardinal  Manning,"  writtra 


by  Dr.  Newman  in  1864,  in  which 
he  observed  that  the  only  chance  of  a 
Catholic  college  in  Dublin  succeeding 
was  that  there  should  be  the  most  strin- 
gent  ecclesiastical  prohibition  against  any 
CathoKc  going  into  any  other  University 
either  in  Ireland  or  in  England.  He  was 
happy  to  say  that  lately  in  England  there 
had  been  some  relaxation  of  that  spirit, 
and  he  thought  it  a  hopeful  sign 
that  in  Oxford,  at  all  events.  Catholics 
were  allowed  to  go  to  the  Uni- 
versity and  mingle  with  the  Pro- 
testant students.  ["  Hear,  hear  1  "]  He 
was  afraid  hon.  Members  would  say  that 
he  had  been  speaking  to  two  sides  of  this 
question,  but  he  had  been  tiying  to  put 
the  matter  as  candidly  as  he  could. 
[Cheers.]  He  hoped  the  Government,  at 
ail  events,  m  setting  up  this  University 
would  first  make  certain  that  their  offer 
would  be  accepted.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "] 
Their  experience  in  this  way  had  not 
been  very  happy.  The  Queen's  colleges 
were  set  up  and  immediately  denounced 
as  godless  collies.  In  1868  there  was 
the  scheme  which  Mr.  Disraeli  brought 
forward,  supported  by  Cardinal  Mamiing 
in  England,  but  thrown  over  by  the 
Catholic  Bishops.  In  1873  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's sohrane  was  thrown  over  the 
Catholic  Bishops.  In  1879  the  Conser- 
vative Party  took  up  the  question  with 
somewhat  more  success.  They  established 
■the  Royal  University  in  hopes  of  satisfy- 
ing the  Catholic  demand,  but  as  far  as 
he  could  see  there  was  scarcely  any  differ- 
ence either  since  the  opening  of  Trinity 
College  to  Catholics,  or  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Royal  University  in  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Catholics.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I "]  He  thought  two  points  should 
be  made  clear  before  there  was  any  l^is- 
lation  on  the  subject.  One  was  what 
proportion  of  lay  influence  there  was  to 
be  on  the  governing  body?  He  need 
scarcely  say  that  with  the  disciplined 
action  that  characterised  the  hierarchy 
in  Ireland  if  the  Bishops  formed  a  mar 
jority,  or  if  they  even  formed  an  exact 
half  of  the  body,  they  might  just 
as  well  have  a  monopoly.  Anotiier 
point  hardly  less  important  was  the 
position  of  the  professors.  Of  course, 
they  would  be  chosen  not  merdy  on  the 
ground  of  oompetence,  but  also  to  agrrat 
extent  on  the  ground  of  creed.   This  waa 
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inevitable,  and  therefore  he  did  not  wish 
to  object  to  it,  but  he  trusted  that,  hav- 
ing been  chosen,  something  would  be 
done  to  give  them  security  of  posi- 
tion, and  not  leave  them,  like  the  unfor- 
tiinate  National  schoolmaster,  liable  to 
be  dismissed  at  the  instance  of  some 
eoolesiaBtical  authorily.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
He  would  conclude,  as  he  began, 
by  saying  he  thought  the  time 
had  come  for  some  change  in  the 
University  system  of  Ireland,  and 
that  as  long  as  they  in  Trinity 
College  were  left  unmolested  to  do 
their  own  work,  were  allowed  to  keep 
their  own  unsectarian  basis,  and  were 
not  obliged  to  refuse  anybody  on  account 
of  religion,  they  would  certainly  not 
play  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the 
mai^^  or  be  hostile  to  anything  that 
might  be  pet  up  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  [C/ieers.'] 

The  first  LORD  oi-  thh  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Bauol-r,  Manchester, 
E.),  who  was  received  with  cheers : 
I  do  not  know  whether,  after  the  moat 
interesting  and  instructive  speech  of  my 
faon.  Friend,  the  House  will  think  it  time 
for  some  statement  to  be  made  from  the 
GoTemment  Bench.  I,  Sir,  have  unwit- 
tingly already,  I  may  say,  taken  up  a 
good  deal  of  the  time  of  the  House  this 
evening  and  last  night  in  my  views  on 
this  question,  for  aU  certain  speeches  I 
have  made  in  this  House  and  out  of  it 
appear  to  have  been  divided  up  among 
Gentlemen  opposite,  and  column  after 
column  has  been  poured  out  upon  a 
patient  House,  and  after  so  full  an  expo- 
sition of'  views  which  I  once  held  and  still 
hold— ["  Hear,  hear !  "] — it  may  seem 
almost  superfluous  that  I  should  address 
the  House  in  my  own  person  and  not  en- 
tirely toust  to  the  repetition  of  previous 
utterances  which  hoo.  Goitlemen  have 
so  hugely  {avoured  us  with.  But  I 
imagine  what  the  House  really  wants  to 
know  is  the  view  the  Government  take 
at  the  present  moment  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I  may  express,  in  the  first  place, 
my  general  agreement — I  will  not  say 
with  everything,  but  with  almost  every- 
thing that  fell  from  my  hon.  Friend  who 
has  just  preceded  me.  Amongst  other 
things,  I  entirely  agree  with  him  in  the 
delicate  censure  which  he  passed  upon 
the  violence  of  the  language  used  on  the 
other  side  in  pressing  the  Irish  claims. 
After  all,  let  it  be  ronepibered  that  in 
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France,  in  which  the  proportion  of  the 
Roman  CathoUc  to  the  Protestant  popu- 
lation is  far  greater  than  in  Ireland,  the 
position  of  higher  Univcsrsity  education 
in  reference  to  Roman  Catholic  teaching 
is,  as  far  as  I  understand,  not  nearly  so 
favourable  as  it  is  even  now  in  the  case 
of  Ireland.  There  is,  ds  has  already 
been  stated,  a  method  which  a  State 
subvention  of  Imperial  money  does  go 
towards  the  endowment  of  professors  in 
a  distinctively  Roman  Catholic  Univer- 
sity. No  such  privilege  exists  in  France, 
and  it  will  hardly  be  maintained  that 
that  which  is  tolerated  by  the  great  ma- 
jority of  French  Roman  Catholics  is  in 
itself  deserving  of  all  the  vehement  invec- 
tive levelled  against  the  Irish  system  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  to-day.  [Cheers.] 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  think  he  levelled 
any  invective  against  the  Irish  system. 
He  certainly  did  not  do  so. 

Thh  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  I  apologise  to  the  hon  Gentleman. 
I  had  not  his  speech  in  my  mind  when 
this  observation  dropped  from  me.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Donegal  indulged  last 
night  in  a  vehemence  of  rhetoric  to  which 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  was  a  stranger,  and  it 
was  his  eloquence  I  was  thinking  of,  and 
not  that  of  the  hon.  Gnitleman. 
[laughter  and  "Hear,  hear  I  "J  Whilo 
I  desire  entirely  to  dissent  from  the  at- 
tack made  upon  the  existing  system  in 
Ireland  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  I 
must  also  frankly  dissociate  myself  from 
the  views  put  forward  last  night  by  my 
hon.  Friend  one  of  the  Members  for  Bel- 
fast. ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  I  confess  myself 
really  quite  unable  to  understand  the 
attitude  of  a  man  who  views  with  per- 
fect serenity  a  system  of  primaiy  educa> 
tion  in  wluch  the  manager  of  the  ^emen- 
tary  school  is  a  priest,  in'  which  the 
teacher  of  the  elementary  school  is  a 
Roman  CathoUc,  liable  at  any  moment 
to  be  dismissed  by  the  priest,  and  in 
which  religious  emblems  specially  charac- 
teristic of  Roman  Catholic  teaching  are 
exhibited  during  some  hours  of  the  day 
— I  cannot  understand  the  frame  of  mind 
which  can  r^ard  that  system  with  per- 
fect equahimity  as  in  no  sense  inimical 
to  the  Protestant  faith,  and  yet  r^^ard 
with  horror  the  establishment  of  Univer- 
sity education— education  that  is,  which 
is  directed  to  minds  of  students  at  a 
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time  when  they  are  far  more  capable  of 
reacting  against  the  teaching  which  they 
listen  to  than  they  are  at  the  tender  ago 
when  they  are  subjected  to  primary  edu- 
cation.   ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]   It  appears  to 
me  that  nobody  who  can  contemplate  the 
existing  system  of  education  in  Ireland 
can  object  to  the  establishment  of  higher 
education  of  altind  more  acceptable  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  people  on  grounda  of 
principle.    We  hare  gone  so  far  in  our 
primary  education,  we  have  even  gone  so 
far  in  what  we  have  already  done  in  re- 
gard to  University  education,  'that,  if 
principle  there  be  which  says  that  the 
State  abstains,  as  from  an  unclean  thiri^, 
from  spending  a  single  sixpence  of  public 
money  on  any  system  of  education  in 
which  Roman  Catholic  teaching  is  at  clI 
Gtmoemed,  that  is  so  absolutely  aban- 
doned that  I  confess  I  should  think  that 
my  hon.  Frend  and  those  who  think  with 
him  would  do  well  to  reconsider  the  un- 
compromising position  which  they  liave 
consistently  taken  up  upon  this  matter. 
["  Hear,  hear  t  "]    But  whilst  I  hold  that 
view,  as  I  have  always  held  very  strongly, 
I  do  not  deny  anything  which  my  hon. 
Friend  who  has  just  sat  down  has  stated 
with  regard  to  the  evils  of  segregating 
one    denomination   from    another  in 
differMit  denominational  establishments. 
ETerytfaing  my  hon.  Friend  said  about 
thoge  evils  has  a  real  existence  in  fact. 
But  let  the  House  remember  that,  so  far 
as  experience  teaches  us  anything,  it 
teaches  us  this — that  the  question  is  not 
between  having  Universities  in  which 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic,  Anglican 
and  Presbyterian  are  joined  together  in 
a  common  system  of  education,  between 
that  system  and  a  system  in  which  each 
member  of  a  denomination  is  taught  se- 
parately in  his  own  establishment.  The 
choice  is  not  between  these  two  things. 
If  we  oould  find  a  system  which  carriod 
out  the  idea  of  my  hon.  Friend,  then  I 
for  one  should  abandon  every  word  I 
have  said  in  regard  to  the  establishment 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  College  or  University 
in  Ireland.    If  I  could  see  rise  up  in 
Ireland  an  institution  such  as  Trinity 
College  aspires  to  be,  as  my  hon.  Friend 
has  told  us,  and  which  is  only  prevented 
from  being  so      what  I  cannot  help  re- 
garding, and  what  I  hope  I  may  call 
without  offence,  the  prejudices  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  population  in  Ireland — 
if  I  could  see  that,  then  I  should  r^ord 


the  question  as  having  been  solved  mo^ 
profitably  for  the  furtherance  of  all 
educational  requirements  in  Ireland.  But 
I  am  afraid  that  everybody  that  knows 
Ireland,  whatever  his  opinions  may  be 
and  whatever  party  of  politics  he  belongs 
to,  is  reluctantly  compelled  to  admit  that 
any  such  prospect  is  incapable  of  realisa- 
tion. ["Hear,  hearl"]  We  have  to 
accept  the  fact  that,  unless  we  are  able 
to  contrive  some  S]r6tem  of  higher  educa^ 
tion  in  which  the  Roman  Catholic  popu- 
lation will  consent  to  take  part,  it  is 
vain  for  us  to  hope  that  higher  education 
will  be  practically  brought  within  the 
reach  of  a  lai^e  number  of  the  members 
of  that  community  which  certainly  ought 
to  take  advantage  of  it.  ["  Hear,  hear  1  "J 
But  in  stating  this  view  I  hope  I  shall 
not  be  considered  as  in  any  way  mini- 
mising the  statements  I  have  made  before 
if  I  say  we  ought  to  be  convinced,  before 
any  new  plan  is  carried  into  effect,  that 
it  really  will  give  what  we  want — a  good 
system  of  higher  education,  [Cheers.^ 
I  used  to  hold  the  view,  and  have  ex- 
pressed it  with  great  confidence,  that  the 
higher  education  should  not  be  given  in  a 
Roman  Catholic  University,  but  in  a 
Roman  Catholic  College,  the  distinction 
being  that  while  the  Roman  Catholic 
University  could  give  degrees  the  Roman 
Catholic  CoU^e  cotdd  not,  and  that 
there  might  be  a  prospect  of  the  students 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  College  meeting 
the  students  of  the  other  Protestant 
colleges  in  equal  competition,  and  that 
the  general  standard  of  education  would 
thereby  be  kept  up.  In  that  argument  1 
still  see  very  great  force,  but  I  admit  that 
since  I  made  the  speeches  to  which  such 
lavish  reference  has  been  made  in  the 
course  of  this  Debate  I  am  more  im- 
pressed than  I  used  to  be  with  the  dis- 
advantages from  the  purely  educational 
point  of  view  of  dividing  the  examining 
authority  from  the  teaching  authority. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "]  The  ^tem  prevalent 
at  this  moment  in  Ijondon  University 
and  in  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland 
undoubtedly  has  some  merits,  but  I 
think  that  almost  all  those  who  are  in- 
terested in  higher  education  will  agree 
with  me  when  I  say  that  the  general 
experience  of  mankind  is  that,  if  you 
want  to  get  the  best  results,  you  cannot 
and  ought  not  to  depend  on  exaniina- 

Itions  alone,  but  that  you  oi^ht  to 
associate  the  teaching  body  with  the 
^-{FourA  Day. 
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elcamiuiug  body,  and  that  the  same 
influences  which  prerail  with  the  ex- 
amining should  prevail  afao  with  the 
teaching.    ["Hear,  hear  I"]   That  is  an 
argument  against  a  Roman  Catholic 
Coll^  and  in  favour  of  a  Bomau 
Catholic  University,  but  it  leaves  ua  open 
to  the  danger  which  I  hope  to  ovoid  by 
having  a  college  rather  than  a  University 
— that  the  University,  if  or  when  it  were 
set  up,  would  not  maintain  at  a  high 
level  the  secular  education  which  is  the 
sole  object  we  have  in  view  in  promoting 
higher  education  in  Ireland    at  all. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "]    I  confess  I  should  like 
to  have  some  information  as  to  what  the 
views  prevf^ent  in  Ireland  are  with 
regard  to  the  governing  body  of  the  in- 
stitution which  it  ifl  desired  to  set  up. 
I  wish  I  were  more  intimately  acquainted 
than  I  am  with  the  etforts  which  have 
been  made  in  different  parts  of  the  world 
to  deal  with  the  special  problem  now 
before  us.    I  understand,  for  example, 
that  in  the  United  States  of  America 
there  has  been  a  purely  Roman  Catholic 
colle^  instituted   under  ecclesiastical 
management.    I  do  not  know  how  far  it 
has  yet  been  a  success,  or  whether,  in- 
deed, there  has  been  time  to  show 
whether  it  is  likely  to  be  a  success  or 
not.    It  appears,  so  far  as  I  can  discover 
with  such  information  as  is  at  our  dis- 
posal, that  at  present,  at   all  events, 
judging  from  the  statistics  of  the  courses 
which  the  students  attend,  it  is  prin- 
cipally for  the  purpose  of  educating 
theological  students.   That,  of  course,  is 
not  the  object  we  have  in  view  in  setting 
up  a  new  higher  educational  machinery  in 
Ireland.    ["Hear,     hearl"]    Then  I 
notice  that  in  France,  as  I  have  already 
said,  the  State  jealously,  and  even 
InruUlly,  appears  to  desire  to  e»jlude 
anything  in  the  nature  of  eoolesiaatioal 
influence  in  the  higher  education  of  the 
country.    That  may  be  due  perhaps  to 
those  rather  sharp  political  divisions 
which  in  France  have  divided  the  Re- 
publican  Party,    or   sections    of  the 
Republican  Party  I  should  say,  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy.    But  if  wo 
go  to  Germany,  I  am  informed  that  in 
Bavaria  and  Austria,  countries  in  which 
the    general    prevalence    of  Roman 
Cathotioism  will  not  be  disputed  by  any- 
body, the  Universities,  which  are  admir- 
able institutions,  are  kept  entirely  free, 
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so  far  as  I  know,  from  anything  iu  the 
nature    of    clerical    control    ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]   The  Bavarian  Universities  are 
in  many  respects  necessarily  different 
from   anything  we  have,   or  perhaps 
should  desire  to  have  or  could  have,  in 
this  country.   But  the  German  Univer^ 
sities  have  done  a  work  the  importance 
of  which  to  Grermany  and  the  world  it 
is   impossible   to  exaggerate — ["hear, 
hear  I  "}— and  I  think  that,  even  while 
it  would  be  absurd  to  attempt  slavishly 
to  imitate  their  constitutions,  there  may 
be  lessons  to  be  learned  from  those  con- 
stitutions which  tdl  persons  interested  in 
higher  education  would  do  well  to  take 
to  heart.   ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]   AUI  want 
to  do  in  this  very  brief  and  very  imper- 
fect survey  of  our  existing  means  of  in- 
formation is  to  show  that  here  is  the  real 
crux  in  the  problem.    This  House  cannot 
be  asked,  and  should  not  be  asked,  to 
set  up  an  institution  which  when  set  up 
will  not  fxjlfil  the  object  we  have  in  view. 
If  the  machinery  is  such  that  we  cannot 
as  reasonable  men  hope  to  get  from  it 
the  very  best  fruits  of  the  higher  learn- 
ing, then  we  had  better  not  touch  the 
subject  at  all    ["Hear,  hearl"]  We 
have  therefore  to  meet  a  double  condi- 
tion.  We  have  got  so  to  contrive  a 
University  that  it  shall  meet  with  the 
general  approvfJ  of,  or  be  largely  used 
by — let  me  put  it  that  way — ^those  dasses 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  population  who 
now  refuse  to  take  advantage  of  the 
existing  institution.    That  is  our  first 
object.    Our  second  object  must  be  that, 
when  they  carry  into  effect  their  willing- 
ness to  attend  the  lectures  and  to  gain 
all  the  advantages  of  this  new  educa- 
tional institution,  the  institution  itself 
should  be  one  worthy  of  the  efforts  of 
this  House,  worthy  of  the  great  cause  in 
which  it  is  to  be  set  up,  and  should  be  of 
a  character  which,  if  it  does  not  speedily 
rival  Trinity  College  in  its  immense  ser- 
vices to  the  civilisation  of  the  United 
Kingdom  and  of  the  world,  shall  at  all 
events  in  the  course  of  generations  rival 
that  great  institution.      I  confess  that 
upon  this  perplexing  problem  we  have 
not  had  BO  much  guidance  from  the 
leaders  of  Irish  public  opinion  as  we 
should  like  to  have.    My  hon.  Friend 
has  given  the  House  a  piece  of  advice 
which  I  think  should  be  laid  to  heart, 
and  the  common- sense  of  which  it  is 
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probable  everybody  will  recognise.  He 
■aid — 

"  Don't  let  UB  propoee  a  scheme  until  we  an 
tolmUy  lure  that  it  vill  be  acceptable.'* 

I  hare  indicated  the  difficulties  which 
must  attend  the  tamers  of  any  scheme  on 
the  subject.  I  hope  everybody ,on  whatever 
side  of  the  House  he  sits,  will  recognise 
that  I  have  approached  this  question  in 
a  spirit  which  is  not  hostile — [IrUh 
cheers] — even  to  the  most  specially  Irish 
view  of  the  subject.  I  was  amused  on 
looking  at  a  speech  delivered  many  years 
ago  by  the  present  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition on  Hr.  GladBtone's  University  Bill 
of  1873.  The  then  Hr.  Vernon  Harcourt 
observed  that — 

"  For  binuelf,  not  being  a  Home  Ruler  " — 
[femf  kiighttr\  "  he  had  never  adopted  the  idea 
of  goreming  Ireland  according  to  Iriah  ideas." 

[Renewed  laughter.']  1  am  not  a  Homo 
Rul^,  but  I  do  not  draw  from  that  the 
doctrine  and  the  corollary  drawn  from  it 
by  the  then  Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt. 
Though  not  a  Home  Ruler,  I  am  sinoerelj^ 
anxious  that  in  this  matter  we  shoal? 
put  all  sectarian  prejudices  aside— 
[cA«r«] — and  attempt  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  Ireland  in  this  respect,  and  I  am 
certain  that  those  who  sit  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  and  who  are  most 
opposed  to  me  in  general  politics,  will 
^ree  with  me,  at  aU  events  in  this,  that 
we  should  be  doing  Ireland  no  service 
whatever  if  in  our  attempt  to  give  them 
a  form  of  higher  education  acceptable  to 
the  majority  of  the  peo{^  we  were  to  set 
up  either  a  college  or  a  University  which 
would  not  compare  on  equal  terms  with 
other  educational  institutions  on  both 
sides  of  St.  (ieorge's  Channel.  [Cheere.] 
Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Montrose 
fiuighs) :  I  am  sure  no  fault  can  or  will 
be  found  with  the  spirit  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  approached 
this,  as  he  says  quite  truly,  very  difficult 
problem.  He  has  approached  it  in 
eiactly  the  spirit  which  I  expected  from 
him  in  view  of  the  various  utterances 
quoted,  aa  he  says,  so  lavishly  .in  this 
Debate,  and  more  specially  in  accord- 
ance with  the  view  which  he  laid  before 
the  House  four  years  ago  upon  an  occa- 
sion of  which  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
reminding  him  and  other  Members. 
It  is  useful  to  remember  it,  because  on 
that  occasion,  contrary  to  the  expectation 
of  the  Government  of  that  day,  in  both 


Iriah  quarters  of  the  House — the  senior 
Member  for  the  University  of  DuUiu 
and    Mr.    Sexton,    who    was  then, 
but  who  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  no 
longer,   a   Member   of   this  House — 
w&  hit  upon  an  agreement  as  to  which 
both  these  hon.   Gentlemen  assented. 
That  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  Irish 
Grovernment  Bill  of  1893  being  discussed 
in  this  House,  and  the  question  then 
raised  was  whether  an  Irish  Parliament 
should  be  or  should  not  be  allowed  to 
establish  and  endow  a  place  for  higher 
or  University  education.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  DuUin  Uni- 
versity moved  an  Amendment  to  the 
effect  that  the  Irish  Parliament  should 
be  prohibited  from  establishing  or  en- 
dowing any  body  of  that  kind.  Upon 
that  occasion  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  he  still  held  the  view  he  had 
always  entertained,  and  was  in  favour  of 
allowing  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  do 
this,  although  he  was  against  its  being 
done  by  an  Irish  Farliunent.    I  then, 
on  behalf  of  tho  GoT»nment,  while  desir- 
ing to  assent  to  the  Amendn^ent  in  that 
form,  proposed  an  Amendment  of  our 
own,  which  was  eventually,  after  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  discussion,  assented  to 
by  both  Parties,  and  was  passed  without 
a  division.    We  did  not  propose  that 
course  without  great  misgiving.  The  ques* 
tion  was  a  burning  one,  and  we  apprehen- 
ded that,  with  the  narrow  majority  which 
we  then  enjoyed,  we  might  have  great 
difficulty  in  carrying  it.    What  was  the 
proposal  we  made  which,  as  I  have  said, 
commanded  universal  assent?     It  was 
that  the  Irish  Parliament  should  be 
allowed  to  establish  a  place  of  Catholic 
University  education  with  two  provisoes 
• — first,  that  they  should  not  endow  out 
of  public  funds  any  theological  chair ; 
and,  secondly,  that  such  an  endowment 
should  be  subject  to  all  the  restrictions 
which  the  Act  of  1873  imposed  upon 
the  University  of  Dublin.    To  that  pro- 
posal the  right  hon.  Gentleman  assented. 
He  said  that  it  was  a  wise  and  genuine 
way  of  meeting  a  real  difficulty,  and  he 
also  said  that,  if  the  Home  Rule  Bill  had 
no  other  result,  it  would  not  be  fruitless 
if  that  agreement  were  carried  into  effect. 
Mr.  Sexton  also  regarded  the  agreement 
as  of  very  great  value,  and  as  being  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.    That  is  the 
history  of  the  proposal.    I  have  heard 
with    the    greatest    satisfaction  the 
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Btatement  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  o£  the  Treasury  has  made 
to-night.  No  man  in  the  House  would 
give  more  than  I  would  to  avoid  setting 
up  any  teaching  University  in  Ireland  in 
which  ecclesiastical  teaching  should  be  a 
prominent  feature,  and  I  wish  it  had 
been  in  our  power  to  avoid  this  necessity. 
I  believe  that,  without  that  course  being 
adopted,  a  natural  emulation  would  arise 
amongst  the  teachers  and  students  of  the 
Catholic  college  and  Trinity  College— a 
rivalry  which  might  not  bo  to  the  dis- 
advantt^e  of  either.  I  do  not  know 
what  view  of  the  matter  may  be  taken 
by  high  ecclesiastical  personages  in  Ire- 
land, but  I  may  say,  without  any  breach 
of  oonfidenoe,  that  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  consulting  some  of  them  on  this  point 
when  the  Home  Rule  Bill  was  before  the 
House,  and  I  understood  that  they  would 
assent— of  course,  through  an  Irish  Par- 
liament— to  the  proposal  that  no  Divinity 
chair  in  a  Catholic  university  or  college 
should  be  endowed  out  of  public  funds. 
Of  course,  thpse  high  ecclesiastical  per- 
sonages may  have  since  seen  occasion  to 
change  their  views  on  the  subject.  ["  No, 
no,"  from  the  Nationalist  Members.] 
That  I  regard  as  an  important  admission. 
{"Hear,  hearl"j  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  rather  minimised  the  deno- 
minational character  of  Trinity  Coll^, 
but  he  cannot  deny  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  important  institutions  in  Ireland 
for  the  training  of  ministers  for  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  I  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
exclude  from  the  Catholic  University  the 
theological  faculty,  provided  that  the 
chairs  are  not  endowed  out  of  public 
funds.  ["Hear,  hear!"J  However,  I 
need  not  now  go  into  further  details. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  have  heard  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  great  agreement,  and  I  hope  that 
we  shall  not  go  much  longer  without 
something  being  carried  out  in  the  direc- 
tion on  which  we  are  both  agreed. 
["Hear,  hearl"] 

Mb.  VESEY  KNOX  (Londonderry) 
shared  the  hope  that  appeared  to  be 
entertained  on  all  sides  of  the  House 
that  something  effectual  might  at  length 
be  done  in  regard  to  the  subject. 
One  argument  used  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Trinity  CoU^  rather  told 
his  own  position ;  he  pointed  to  the 
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fact  that  the  overwbdming  propor- 
tion of  the  Irish  Catholics  who  had 
played  a  prominent  part  in  the  history 
pf  their  country  had  been  students  at 
Trinity  College.  That  was  roughly  true, 
but  did  it  not  tend  to  show  how  great 
was  the  grievance?  As  a  matter  of  fact 
a  small  proportion  only  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  had  been*  members  of  Trinity 
Coll^,  but  it  was  found  that  of  that 
small  proportion  a  very  large  number  had 
risen  to  distinction,  not  merely  in  Ireland 
but  in  other  countries.  Was  it  not 
reasonable  to  suppose,  therefore,  that 
if  similar  educational  advantages  had 
been  open  to  a  larger  body  they  would 
have  made  simlar  use  of  it,  and  there 
would  have  been  a  much  greater  number 
of  distinguished  Irish  Catholics  than 
there  had  been.  The  House  had  reason 
to  be  grateful  to  t^e  hon.  Member 
for  the  tone  of  his  speech.  That 
speech  was  free  from  sectarian  bitter- 
ness, and  in  that  respect  he  was 
sure  it  would  be  approved  by  the 
vast  majority  of  educated  Irish  Protes- 
tants. For  the  most  part  educated  Pro- 
testwits  in  Ireland  had  been  free  from 
religious  bigotry.  It  was  no  small  thing 
for  Irish  Protestants  to  point  back 
that  it  was  an  Irish  Protestant  Pariiar 
ment  which,  lirst  amongst  the  Protestant 
legislative  bodies  of  the  world,cstaUiBhed 
A  separate  State-enck>wed  coU^  for  the 
education  of  Catholic  priests  1  The  work 
which  was  done  more  than  100  years  ago, 
under  the  influence  of  Edmund  Burke, 
in  establishing  Maynooth,  showed  that 
amongst  the  educated  body  of  Irish  Pro- 
testants there  was  no  inherent  sectarian 
bitterness  which  would  prevent  them  giv- 
ing adequate  educational  facilities  to 
their  Roman  Catholic  fdlow-oountrymen. 
He  sometimes  heard  that  the  I^esby- 
terians  were  opposed  to  any  further 
facilities  being  given  to  Roman  Catholies 
for  university  education,  and  it  was 
therefore  a  pleasure  to  him  to  read 
yesterday  the  speech  of  the  head  of 
the  Presbyterian  College  at  Belfast,  in 
which  it  was  declared  that  this  question 
urgently  demanded  treatment  and  that 
its  solution  was  a  task  worthy  of  any 
Statesman.  There  were  one  or  two  otlun* 
points  he  would  like  to  refer  to.  Fod 
instance,  he  thought  the  case  of  the 
Queen's  colleges  was  not  sufficiently 
stated.  When  it  was  said  those  institu- 
tions were  tinsectnrian   it   would  be 
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generally  supposed  that  the  Queen's  col- 
legres  were  very  much  like  the  colleges 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  But  the  rules 
which  had  been  applied  to  the  Queen's 
college  were  much  stronger  than  most 
Members  of  the  House  no  doubt 
magined.  Eveiy  Queen's  Coll^  pro- 
fessor was  prohibited  from  giving  any 
instruction  to  his  class  except  what  was 
strictly  undenominational,  and  every 
professor  before  entering  upon  his  duties 
must  append  his  signature  to  the  follow- 
ing declaration :  — 

**  I  farther  pronuBe  and  enagage  tbat  in  lectur- 
ing and  examining,  and  in  the  preformance  of 
■U.  other  dnties  connected  with  my  elate,  I  will 
earefnlly  abetain  from  teaching  or  advancing 
any  doctrine  or  making  any  statement  dero^- 
tory  to  the  truths  of  revealed  religion,  or  m- 
jarions  or  diares^tful  to  the  religious  convic- 
tifms  ol  any  pcnlion  of  my  class  or  audience." 

He  had  the  honour  of  the  acquaintance 
of  Professor  Young,  the  Professor  of 
English  History  in  the  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  and  that  Gentleman  had  ex- 
plained to  him  the  great  difficulty  in 
which  he  was  placed  when  lecturing  on 
the  period  of  the  Reformation,  because 
he  found  it  quite  impossible  to  give  any 
effective  instruction  to  students  on  that 
subject  without  saying  things  which  were 
disrespectful  to  the  religious  convictions 
of  some  of  them.  So  that  in  the  rules 
imposed  on  the  Queen's  colleges  in  the 
vain  hope  that  the  Catholics  might  come 
to  them,  they  had  done  an  injury  not 
merely  to  the  Catholics  but  to  the  Pro- 
testants of  Ireland.  For  the  sake  of  the 
Queen's  colleges  themselves  it  would  be 
well,  he  thought,  if  that  part  of  their 
strict  rules  was  somewhat  modified.  The 
effect  of  such  rules  as  he  had  mentioned 
was  seen  in  the  state  of  the  Galway 
Queen's  College,  and  he  thought  that 
upon  that  institution  there  was  a  ridi- 
culous waste  of  public  money.  Accord- 
ing to  the  last  Report  the  income  of  that 
college  was  £9,000  a  year,  and  the  stu- 
dents  numbered  105.  Only  48  of  the 
students  were  Catholic — 48  in  the  over- 
whelmingly Catholic  province  of  Con- 
naught.  And  the  majority  of  the  stu- 
dents were  not  Connaught  men  at  all ; 
they  came  from  Munster,  Leinster,  and, 
in  the  greater  part,  from  Ulster — 43  of 
ithe  105  came  from  Ulster.  The  fact  was 
there  were  a  large  number  of  Schohir- 
ships  that  were  eaey  to  get,  and  conse- 
quently -  the  Ulster  Presbyterians  who 


cotild  not  win  the  Scholarships  in  the 
Queen's  College,  Belfast,  went  to  Galway 
to  win  them.  To  spend  the  large  amount 
now  spent  at  Galway  was  nothing  else 
than  waste,  and  the  sooner  the  money 
was  applied  to  the  real  work  of  education 
in  Ireland  the  better.  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  referred  to  the  question 
whether  in  the  interest  of  education  it 
was  better  the  Catholic  college  should 
he  part  of  the  University  of  Dublin, 
which  would  also  include  Trinity  College, 
or  whether,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
should  be  a  separate  Catholic  university. 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  thh  TREA- 
SURY never  contemplated  including 
Trinity  College  in  the  University. 

Mr.  KNOX  was  sorry  if  he  misunder- 
stood the  right,  hon.  Gentleman.  If  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  contem- 
pkte  the  union  of  the  new  Catholic  col- 
lege with  the  University  of  Dublin  ha 
was  driven  at  once  to  the  other  alterna- 
tive, a  separate  Catholic  university.  He 
thought  that  in  dealing  with  this  problem 
the  separate  circumstances  of  Ulster 
should  for  educational  reasons  be  taken 
into  account.  He  believed  that  it  would 
be  possible  to  set  up  in  Belfast  with  ad- 
vantage a  separate  Catholic  college  form- 
ing part  of  the  University  of  Belfast.  He 
was  told  that  in  the  Univ^ity  of 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  there  were 
threo  colleges,  one  Catholic,  one  IVes- 
byterian,  and  one  Episcopolian,  and  that 
the  University  was  worked  effectually 
and  with  little  religious  difficulty.  The 
example  of  Sydney  might  be  followed  in 
Belfast  with  useful  effect.  He  trusted  that 
some  steps  would  be  taken  to  give  a 
practical  result  to  the  Detnte.  It  had 
been  well  said  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  that  no  satisfactory  solution  of 
the  question  could  be  aarrived  at  without 
arranging  a  plan  in  concert  with  the  r&- 
presfflitatives  of  the  Brish  Catholics.  Hav- 
ing admitted  the  grievance  he  hoped 
the  GovemmMit  would  go  further  and 
admit  that  it  was  part  of  their  duty  to 
set  about  ascertaining  whether  they 
coiild  not,  in  concert  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Irish  Catholics,  devise  a  plaq 
which  would  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  Parliament.  There  wm  just  one  other 
aspect  of  the  question  to  which  he  would 
like  to  refer  in  conclusion.  It  had 
reference  to  a  grievance  which  was  being 
ag^vated  day  by  day.  The  Indian 
Civil  Service  used  to  be  open  to  boys  of 
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eighteen  '  at  the  close  of  their  school 
education.  Formerly  a  -very  large  num- 
ber of  Irish  Catholics  entered  the  Indian 
Civil  Service,  and  some  of  them  had  risen 
to  the  highest  posts.  The  mea  upon 
whom,  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
North  West  Provinces,  the  chief  duty 
of  battling  with  the  famine  to- 
day rested,  was  one  of  those 
Irish  Catholics,  Sir  Antony  MacDonnell. 
Most  of  these  young  men  proved  them- 
selves to  be  efficient  servants. 
But  four  or  five  years  ago  a 
chnnge  .was  made  by  the  Civil 
Senrioe  CommisBioners  in  the  regulations 
for  entering  the  Indian  Civil  Service. 
The  age  was  changed  ^m  18  to  23,  and 
candidates,  instead  of  going  up  tor  exami- 
nation at  the  close  of  their  school  career 
as  hoys,  were  henceforth  to  go  up  as 
young  men  at  the  close  of  a  university 
career.  The  result  of  that  change  was 
that  Catholics  were  now  almost  entirely 
excluded  from  the  service.  That  fact 
alone  showed  that  the  question  was  a 
pressing  one,  and  as  they  had  now  ar- 
rived at  something  like  an  agreement  on 
the  main  principles  of  the  question  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  give  effect 
to  those  principles.  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  had  shown  that  he  under- 
stood the  position  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  in  this  matter,  and  that  he,  to 
some  extent,  sympathised  with  them  in 
the  disadvantages  they  suffered  through 
■the  want  of  adequate  imiversity  educa- 
tion ;  and  that  being  so,  siurely  he  ought 
to  set  about  the  task  of  proposii^  a 
scheme  which  Parliament  could  accept. 
He  thot^ht  they  ought  to  receive  some 
sort  of  promise  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
that  steps  would  be  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  frame  such  a  measure,  acting 
in  concert  with  the  Catholic  Bishops  of 
Ireland,  as  would  satisfy  the  minds  and 
consciences  of  the  Irish  people.  [Cheers,'] 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
that  after  the  speech  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  the  question,  must  be- 
come much  more  largely  one  of  terms, 
and  he  thought  the  hon.  Member  for  Kil- 
dare  would  be  well  advised  not  to  press 
the  Amendment  to  a  division,  because 
the  object  he  had  in  view  had  been  prac- 
tically met  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  The  First  Lord  in  this 
question  had  certainly  been  consistent, 
and  he  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  BeUast  to  remember  that  the  first 
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thing  the  present  Viceroy  did  when  he 
arrived  in  Ireland  was  to  pledge  the 
Government  to  the  establiahment  of  a 
Catholic  universiiy  for  Ireland.  Twice 
after  that  the  Viceroy  was  invited  to 
Belfast,  and  he  was  received  with  dis- 
tinction by  the  citizens,  showing  that 
there  was  not  the  strong  feeling  against 
the  establishment  of  such  a  university 
as  the  hon.  Member  suggested.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  The  First  Lord  of  the  'fteasuiy 
in  his  able  speech  laid  down  the  condi- 
tions to  which  lie  thought  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers should  respond,  but  abstained  from 
saying  anything  as  to  what  Uie  Govern- 
ment would  do  if  those  conditions  were 
not  accepted.  It  had  been  admitted— 
apart  from  all  conditions — that  there 
was  a  real  grievance  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  that  being  so,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  deal  with  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  adopted  a  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  the  eloquent  Member  for 
Trinity  Colle^,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Government  should  not  propose  any 
scheme  until  they  were  certain  that  it 
would  be  accepted.  But  how  could  it 
possibly  be  known  that  a  scheme  would 
be  accepted  until  it  was  proposed!  The 
Irish  Members,  or  Catholics,  could  not 
declare  in  advance  their  acceptance  of  a 
scheme  which  they  had  not  seen.  It 
would  be  fairer  to  ask  them  to  in- 
dicate the  conditions  of  a  scheme  thej 
would  accept.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man asked  for  guidance  on  one  point. 
He  said  that  he  should  like  to  have  some 
information  and  guidance  as  to  the 
govemii^  body  of  the  proposed  univer- 
sity. Now,  in  everything  the  right  hon. 
G«atleman  had  said  as  to  the  objects  the 
Government  should  have  in  view  in  the 
formation  of  a  CathoUc  imiversity  he 
entirely  concurred.  Neither  the  Catholic 
Bishops  nor  the  Catholic  people  gene- 
rally desired  to  set  up  an3rthing  in  the 
nature  of  a  mere  ecclesiastical  seminary. 
What  they  deeirei  was  a  university  of 
liberal  culture,  of  liberal  training.  They 
had  no  desire  to  impose  anything  like  a 
narrow  institution  on  the  coimtiy. 
["Hear,  hear  I"]  They  made  no  such 
demand.  Those  who  read  the  recent 
declaration  of  the  Irish  Bishops  would 
perceive  that  the  Catholic  hierarchy  did 
not  even  claim  a  dominating  position  on 
the  governing  body  of  such  a  university  ; 
and,  indeed,  the  general  desire  of  the 
Catholics  of  ^^and  would  be  that  tho 
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lay  element  should  dominate  the  govern- 
ing  body.  Bat  the  Catholic  Bishops  and 
deigf  of  Irdand  felt  very  strongly  on 
this  matter  in  the  interests  of  the  people. 
Tlwy  had  long  seen  that  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  had  been  shut  out  of  posi- 
tions of  emolument  and  positions  of 
liberal  attainments,  because  there  was  no 
institution  to  which  they  could  resort  in 
their  youth  by  reason  of  the  Protestant 
atmosphere  that  prevailed  in  the  existing 
colleges.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Belfast  whether  he  would 
like  to  send  his  children  to  a  Jesuits' 
•chool — to  place  them  under  the  care  of 
the  Jesuits!  Then,  why  should  he  be 
foroed  to  tead  his  childrnk  to  a  Protestant 
si^ool,  and  to  place  them  under  the  care 
of  Protestant  clei^ymen  ?  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  "]  The  existing  condition  of  things 
in  Ireland  with  regard  to  this  question 
of  Catholic  university  education  was  not 
only  very  unjust,  but  was  absurd  in  a 
country  like  Ireland.  Therefore  what 
tiie  Catholic  Bishops  and  people  desired 
and  demanded  was  the  establishment  of 
an  institution  of  liberal  learning,  in 
which  a  Catholio  atmosphere  should  pre- 
vail. ["Hear,  heart"]  To  say  that 
they  could  hare  this — ^that  th^  could 
noure  the  object  they  had  in  view  in  con- 
nection with  Trinity  College — -was  little 
leas  than  an  absurdity.  He  would  give 
an  illustration  about  Trinity  College. 
There  fell  vacant  recently  a  Gaelic  Chair 
in  the  college.  Now,  the  ablest  profes- 
9QT  of  Irish,  either  in  Ireland  or  else- 
whwe,  was  a  well-known  Protestant 
gentlemaa — Dr.  Dot^las  E^de.  What 
did  the  college  dot  They  gave  the  posi- 
tkm  to  a  gentleman  who,  he  admitted, 
was  aho  a  man  of  high  attainments,  and 
against  whom  he  had  not  a  word  to  say, 
but  who  was  a  Protestant  clergyman. 
They  passed  over  the  layman,  and  elected 
the  clergyman,  because  they  wished  to 
continue  the  old  policy  of  Protestant 
teaching.  Under  existing  circumstances 
he  oould  not  blame  the  college — 

Mb.  EDWARD  CARSON  (Dublin  Uni- 
vmity)  said  the  appointment  was  not 
made  try  the  coll^^,  but  under  a  private 
deed,  providing  ootain  persons  to  make 
it 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  did  not  see  that 
that  touched  the  question,  and  even  if  it 
did  it  strengthened  his  case.  Even  undel* 
a  private  deed  it  was  not  obligatory  to 
appoint  a  parson ;  that  vr&B  his  point. 

VOL.  XLY.  [fourth  sbriss.] 


Sbi.  CARSON  said  that  personally  he 
supported  the  other  candidate. 

Ha.  T.  M.  HEALT  said  that  that  still 
further  strengthened  his  case.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "  and  laughter.]  But  he  had  only 
used  the  illustration  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  Trinity  College  was 
immersed  in  what  he  called  doctrinal  and 
militant  Protestantism.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
Whatever  endowment  was  conferred  on 
a  Catholic  university,  no  matter  how 
distinguished  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  manage  it  might  be,  it  must  be  many 
years  before  it  acquired  anything  like 
the  prestige  of  Trinity  Coll^.  The 
position  he  took  up  was  this.  Hie  Go- 
vmiment  had  now  admitted  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  Catholic  university ;  but  were 
they,  while  inquiries  were  being  made, 
to  be  delayed  for  years  and  years  1  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  eloquent 
and  able  speeches  on  this  question  in 
former  years,  when  he  was  not,  perhaps, 
in  a  position  of  the  same  responsibility, 
and  he  recognised  in  the  tone  of  the 
speech  he  had  made  that  night  a  tone  of 
graver  responsibility ;  but  he  presumed 
he  would  not  have  made  that  speech 
unless  he  had  intended  that  immediate 
action  would  be  taken  in  the  event  of 
satisfaction  being  given  on  the  point  of 
the  governing  body.  The  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  had  demanded  to  be  satisfied 
that  in  the  matter  of  secular  learning 
this  institution  should  be  worthy  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Gov^iiment.  The 
Catholic  had  hardly  yet  emerged  from 
the  restrictions  of  the  penal  laws ;  and 
could  they  hope  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  generations,  to  rival  or  distance 
the  Protestants)  It  -wn  as  al»urd  as 
to  suppose  that  when  the  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  Ireland  were  re- 
moved, Irdand  could  compete  with 
Lancashire  or  Yorkshire.  But  take  the 
Catholics  as  they  had  been,  and  what 
was  found?  Wherever  the  Catholic  had 
had  an  equal  chance  with  the  Protestant, 
he  not  only  equalled  him  but  in  many 
instances  surpassed  him.  The  position 
he  wished  to  press  on  the  Government 
was  this.  The  Bishops  in  Ireland  in 
putting  forward  the^  demand  were 
acting  only  as  the  spokesmen  of  the 
laity,  and  they  were  so  acting  because 
their  position  entitled  them  to  put  for- 
ward a  demand  peculiarly  concerning 
men  in  their  position.  For  his  part,  he 
would  have  no  hesitation,  if  he  were 
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asked  his  opinion,  in  saying,  either  in 
public  or  in  private,  what  be  thought 
of  this  proposition  or  that,  in  his  position 
of  a  Member  of  Parliament.  He  did 
not  see  why  they  should  hold  themselveB 
aloof.  The  Bishops  were  the  trustees 
for  the  Catholic  laity.  They  had  fought 
their  battle  well  and  long,  and  no  man 
in  dealing  with  this  question  could  avoid 
saying  a  word  of  thanks  to  men  like  the 
Archbishop  of  Dublin  for  their  long  and 
skilful  battle  by  voice  and  pen.  The 
First  Lord  had  not  made  a  merely 
platonic  suggestion  that  night,  and  for 
his  speech  he  thanked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  was  sure  he  would  find 
himself  able  when  inquiries  were  made, 
without  wounding  the  sensitive  con- 
science of  any  Protestant,  to  give  satis- 
faction to  the  Intimate  demand  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  ENGLEDOW  said  he  was  sin- 
cerely grateful  for  the  speech  of  the 
First  Lord,  and  b^ed  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Ammdment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


CROFTERS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

*Mb.  J.  6.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
moved  as  an  Amendment  to  the  Address, 

at  the  end  to  add :  — 

"  And  we  hambly  express  the  i^nt  of  this 
House  that,  although  the  CoDumsBioneiB  ap- 
pointed by  your  Ma^eaty  in  1892  to  inquire  into 
the  Land  Question  in  the  HighUuda  and  Islanda 
of  Scotland  have  reported  that  nearly  2,000,000 
uvree  of  land  now  occupied  as  deer  forests,  grouse 
moots,  &c.,  'might  be  (-ulti rated  to  profit,  or 
otherwise  advantageously  occupied  by  crofters 
or  small  tenants,'  there  is  no  indication  in  your 
Majesty's  SpeerJi  that  urrangcmenta  will  be 
made  for  acquiring  some  portion  of  this  land,  so 
that  the  crofters,  cottars  and  fishermen  may  be 
able  to  live  under  more  favourable  condiuoos 
than  those  under  which  many  of  thran  now 
exist." 

He  said  that  the  Highland  peo[de  had 
no  imaginary  grievance.  It  was  a  real 
and  substantial  one,  and  had  existed  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  last  Govern- 
ment when  it  came  into  power  appointed 
a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  whether 
any  lands  were  available  for  the  purpose 
set  out  in  his  Amendment.  Up  to  that 
time,  and  indeed  up  to  the  present  time, 
the  landlords  had  been  creating  new  deer 
forests.  When  a  deer  forest  was  put  up 
for  sale  in  London,  it  was  usually  stated 
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in  the  conditions  of  sale  that  part  of 
the  forest  had  been  in  thA  occupation  of 

crofters,  and  that  consequently  there  was 
good  grazing  for  deer.  The  Commis- 
sion appointed  in  1892  held  64  public 
sittings  in  various  purts  of  the  High- 
lands, and  they  took  the  evidence  of 
landlords^  crofters,  cottars,  fishermen, 
factors  and  the  law  agents  of 
landlords.  The  Commission  also  in- 
spected the  lands  in  question  per* 
soually.  Their  Report  was  issued 
in  1895,  and  it  showed  that  there 
were  1,782,785  acres  of  land  suitable  for 
crofters,  cottars,  and  fishermen.  They 
divided  that  land  into  three  classes. 
That  suitable  for  new  holdings  they  put 
at  794,750  acres,  for  the  extension  of 
existing  holdings  at  439,188,  and  that 
suitable  for  modCTate-sized  farms  at 
648,847  acres.  They  also  distinguished 
between  the  old  arable  and  pasture  land. 
It  was  worth  noting  that  as  the  arable 
Und  fell  out  of  cultivation  population 
diminished.  In  Argyleshire,  ior  instance, 
23,116  acres  of  old  arable  had  gone 
out  of  cultivation,  and  whereas  the  popu- 
lation in  1831  was  100,973,  in  1891  it 
had  fallen  to  74,998— a  decrease  of 
25,976,  or  upwards  of  25  per  cent,  during 
60  years.  What  a  record  I  This  end 
was  attained  by  evictions  of  a  brutal  and 
merciless  character.  In  Inverness-shire 
the  old  arable  land  out  of  cultivation 
was  20,779  acres.  In  1841  the  popula- 
tion was  97,799,  and  in  1891,  89,847, 
a  decrease  of  7,952,  and  in  these  figures 
no  allowance  was  made  for  the  normal 
increase.  This  was  a  sad  record  for  the 
Queen's  reign.  The  condition  of  these 
people  to-day  was  as  bad  as  it  could 
possibly  be.  In  the  Island  of  Lewis, 
with  a  population  of  30,000,  some  years 
ago  27  townships  were  cleared  in  order 
to  add  to  deer  forests  and  large  farms. 
The  people  were  driven  from  these  town- 
ships to  tho  searshore  and  barren  spots 
to  eke  out  a  livii^  as  best  they  onild. 
These  were  people  who  had  brot^ht 
their  land  into  cultivation,  and  had 
'built  their  own  houses,  and  yet  they 
were  ruthlessly  driven  from  their  homes. 
The  Royal  Commissioners  ia  their  Report 
referred  to  the  need  and  the  pressing  im- 
portance of  providing  these  cottars  and 
fishermen  with  land,  and  they  recom- 
mended that  each  should  have  a  pateh  of 
ground  for  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
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and  grazing  sufficient  for  one  cow.  The 
CoDuuisaioners  spoke  of  the  men  as 
honest  and  hard-working,  a  character 
they  well  deaerred.  He  was  always 
pained  when  he  heard  the  Highlanders 
of  the  West  Coast  spoken  of  as  if  they 
lacked  the  energy  and  industEy  which 
would  enable  them  to  thrire.  Those  ^o 
made  such  remarks  knew  nothing 
of  life  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
and  the  hard  conditions  under  which 
the  fishermen  pursued  their  industry. 
Their  work  was  at  night,  and  if  they  were 
seen  in  the  daytime  smoking  on  their 
crofts,  it  should  be  remember^  that  men 
could  not  work  21  hours  a  day.  The  Com- 
missioners spoke  of  them  aa  hard-worlL- 
ii^,  capable  men,  who  would  readily  take 
up  holdings  and  carry  them  on  succeaa- 
fuQy.  When  he  last  in  I^ewis,  a 
few  months  ago,  the  new  owner  of  the 
island  happened  to  be  there,  and  it  was 
arranged  that  a  deputation  of  leading 
men  of  Stornoway  and  the  island,  mer- 
chants, traders,  ministers  of  religion,  and 
others,  should  wait  upon  the  owner  with 
the  view  of  getting  a  few  holdings 
for  fishermen's  dwellings  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Royal  Commissionav.  He  introduced 
the  deputation.  He  had  a  letter  from 
the  owner  yesterday  refusing  to  give  an 
inch,  of  land,  and  as  regards  the  conges- 
tion of  crofters,  he  said  he  hoped  this 
would  be  gradually  relieved  in  course  of 
time.  That  the  crofters'  children  were 
being  educated  in  English  in  the  Board 
Schools,  and  when  they  grew  up  they 
would  be  able  to  migrate  to;the  mainland 
or  other  parts  of  the  wide  world  in  order 
to  gain  a  living.  Such  was  the 
owner's  answer.  But  the  Government 
should  do  something  for  one  of  the 
darkest  spots  in  the  British  Islands. 
When  he  was  there  the  people  were 
greatly  dissatisfied.  He  be^ed  them 
to  be  quiet  and  patient,  for  he  believed 
that  the  owner  would  do  something  for 
them,  or  that  the  Government  would 
take  action  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Comissioners.  As  the  resulc 
of  the  policy  of  the  past,  poverty 
abounded  to  an  alarming  extent.  As  an 
indication  of  that  he  quoted  the  assess- 
able rental  of  the  parish  of  Barvas, 
£2,786.  The  total  amount  of  rates  per 
f&  was  10s.  4d.,  the  assessment  for  the 
poor  being  Ss.  2d.  The  population  of  the 
parish  was  7,600.    The  corresponding 
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statistics  for  the  neighbouring  parish  of 
Lochs  were  :  Assessable  rental,  £3,634  ; 
total  amount  of  rates  in  the  £,  8a.  8d., 
of  which  the  amount  for  poor  rate  was 
68.  6d.  Of  course  there  was  poverty, 
and  well  there  might  be,  when  for  genera- 
tions the  people  luul  been  robbed  of  their 
inheritance,  and  had  not  enough  ground 
upon  which  to  cultivate  potatoes  for 
their  own  wants.  A  special  meeting  of 
the  Parish  Council  of  North  Uist  was 
recently  held  to  consider  the  question  of 
allotments.  The  Council  applied  to 
the  proprietors  in  North  Uist  for 
allotments  for  82  applicants,  who 
had  among  them  51  horses,  103 
cows,  77  youngw  cattle,  and  626  sheep, 
besides  other  means,  and  they  asked 
for  some  2,000  acres  of  rotigh  pas- 
ture and  HO  acres  arable  land. 
The  proprietors  failed  to  give  any 
land  for  such  purposes.  This,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  lt«- 
port  of  the  Commissioners  showed 
there  were  1,529  acres  of  old  arable  land 
gone  out  of  cultivation,  and  more  than 
8,000  acres  of  pasture  land.  To  the 
Government  he  looked  to  find  a  remedy 
for  such  a  grievance,  to  put  this  question 
of  allotments  on  a  satisfactoiy  footing. 
The  state  of  matters  in  the  island  of 
Lewis  was  most  serious.  He  should  re^gret 
extremely  a  recurrence  of  such  a  state 
of  things  as  arose  before  the  passing  of 
the  Crofters  Act,  when  the  Government 
sent  gtmboats  to  the  outer  islands  to 
compel  the  payment  of  miserable  rack- 
rents.  The  Crofters  Act  was  a  godsend 
to  the  people,  it  gave  them  fixity  of 
tenure,  and  rents  fixed  by  a  Land  Cotirt. 
In  many  cases  rents  were  reduced  from 
40  to  60  per  cent.,  and  in  some  instances 
arrears  were  wiped  out  to  the  extent  of 
90  per  cent.  The  Highland  population 
were  a  peace-lovii^  people,  and  he  only 
wished  that  some  Members  of  the 
Government  would  visit  the  Western 
Highlands  and  Islands,  as  a  few  years 
ago  the  .Secretary  for  the  Colonies  did, 
and  see  the  conditions  of  existence  there 
for  the  fishermen,  crofters  and  cottars. 
It  was  no  use  merely  going  to 
Stornoway  or  Portree.  Too  often 
the  Scotch  Office  derived  its  in- 
formation from  landlords  and  their 
agents.  Let  a  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment go  to  the  islands  and  realise  the 
conditions  of  life  of  the  people.  lu 
the  course  of  debate  much  had  been  said 
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as  to  the  condition  of  the  peasantry  in 
the  West  of  Ireland,  and  he  sjmpathiaed 
with  the  people  there.  He  had  t>eea  in 
the  poorest  districts  in  the  West  of 
Ireland,  and  he  could  safely  say  that, 
horribly  bad  as  were  the  conditions  of 
life  there,  the  conditions  of  life  in  the 
outer  Hebrides  were  worse.  Let  English 
Members  understand  that  landlords  in 
those  districts  spent  no  money  on  the 
holdings  as  English  landlords  did,  every- 
thing  was  provided  by  the  tenant,  who 
built  his  own  house,  such  as  it  was,  with 
turf.  Every  year  the  roof  of  the  house 
was  renewed,  the  old  material  being 
strewn  on  the  land  for  maniare.  If  the 
people  had  more  land,  if  they  had  some 
of  the  2,000,000  acres  the  Commissioners 
said  were  fit  for  cultivation,  soon  their 
condition  would  improve,  and  they  would 
have  those  well-built  houses  which  it  was 
gratifying  to  see  had,  in  some  instances, 
resulted  from  the  working  of  the 
Crofters  Act  of  1886.  He  might 
be  asked  what  he  proposed  should 
be  done  for  the  landlords.  He 
would  reply,  "Let  the  land  be  valued 
by  a  Land  Court."  The  people  were  pre- 
pared to  pay  a  fair  rent,  and  the  machi- 
nery of  the  CrofCers'  Commission  could 
be  used  for  the  purpose  which  he  had 
in  view.  The  Commissioners  were  able 
men,  who  would  act  fairly  towards  the 
landlords,  and  they  knew  the  nature  of 
the  land.  He  could  not  understand  why 
the  Highlands  received  so  little  attention 
from  the  Government.  Was  it  because 
the  Highlands  had  so  few  representap 
trvesi  If  there  were  a  solid  phalanx  of 
Highland  representatives  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  more  would  be  done 
for  that  part  of  the  country.  The 
Government  had  set  aside  some  ^£15,000 
for  the  benefit  of  the  congested  districts. 
For  that  he  was  grateful,  although  the 
Bum  was  so  trifiing  that  only  a  small 
experiment  could  be  made  with  it.  How 
was  this  money  going  to  be  spent  t 
Were  the  Government  going  to  aid  the 
fishermen  or  were  they  going  to  make 
roads  and  harbours,  or  were  they  going 
to  provide  for  a  better  system  of  educar 
tion  80  as  to  enable  the  rising  generation 
to  go  into  the  world  with  a  better  mental 
equipment  than  they  could  obtain  now? 
What,  however,  the  people  chiefly  needed 
was  land.  In  1895  the  late  Secretary 
for  Scotland  brought  in  a  Bill  containing 
proposals  for  utilising  some  500,000  acres 
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out  of  the  2,000,000  to  which  his  Amend- 
ment referred.   The  present  First  Lord 

of  the  Treasury,  who  was  then  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  opposed  the  project, 
saying  that  the  Bill  was  not  a  generous 
one,  and  did  not  make  provision  for  the 
poorer  crofters  and  cottars.  In  fact  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  then  showed  the 
most  ardent  affection  for  the  Highland 
crofters  and  fishermen,  but  now  that  he 
had  crossed  the  floor  of  the  House  hirf 
.sentiments  appeared  to  have  undergone 
a  change.  He  looked  upon  the  question 
to  which  he  called  attention  not  only 
as  a  Highland  but  as  a  National  question. 
In  recent  years  unusually  large  sums  had 
been  voted  for  naval  and  military  pur- 
poses, and  it  was  well  known  that  many 
of  our  best  soldiers  and  sailors  had  come 
from  the  Western  Highlands.  Some 
years  ago  as  many  as  10,000  soldiers 
came  from  Skye,  But  now  recruiting 
in  the  Highlands  was  not  as  successful 
as  it  used  to  be.  The  children  of  men 
who  fought  the  battles  of  this  country 
in  days  gone  felt  that  luccessive 
Governments  had  not  treated  the  people 
fairly,  and  resenting  this  they  refused  to 
join  the  army.  Special  e£forts  were 
made  when  the  late  Secretary  for  War 
was  in  ofl6ce  to  obtain  recruits  in  the 
Highlands,  but  the  success  of  those 
efforts  was  so  small  that  it  was  calculated 
that  each  recruit  cost  the  country  some- 
thing like  £100.  If  the  people  were  but 
fairly  treated  they  would,  he  felt  sure, 
readily  join  the  services.  The  Highlands 
were  rapidly  becoming  places  for  breed- 
ing and  rearing  deer  and  sheep.  Surely 
the  production  of  a  hardy  and  contented 
race  of  men  was  more  important.  If 
things  went  on  as  they  were  now, 
the  Highlands  woxUd  become  de- 
populated, and  there  woxUd  be  no  more 
Highlanders,  men  of  splendid  physique 
and  fine  fighting  qualities,  to  replenish 
the  ranks  of  the  army  and  navy.  He 
appealed  to  the  Government  to  take 
some  action  in  the  matter,  aiid  to  make 
a  start.  Let  them  give  the  people 
access  to  the  land.  This  was  a  year  of 
rejoicing,  being  the  jubilee  of  the 
.Queen's  reign.  Her  Majesty  had 
always  shown  the  greatest  affection 
and  regard  for  tho  Highland  people. 
Let  the  Government  then  this  year 
gladden  the  heart  of  Her  Majesty  by 
doing  something  to  improve  the  condi- 
tions of  the  Highlander's  life.   The  sons 
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and  descendants  of  the  meu  vho  had 
fought  at  Waterloo,  Inkenuan,  Alma, 
and  in  many  other  battles,  were  assuredly 
entitled  to  some  consideration  and 
sympathy.  He  begged  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name. 

On  ihe  return  o{  Mr.  Speaker  aft^  the 
usual  interval, 

Mb.  JAMES  CALDWELL  (Lanark, 
Mid),  in  seconding  the  Amendment,  said 
that  he  had  always  taken  a  great  interest 
in  the  crofter  question,  and  had  endea- 
voured to  keep  it  out  of  Party  politics,  as 
all  questions  of  distress  among  the  people 
should  be  kept.  When  the  Liberal 
GovOTmnent  were  in  office  he  had  sup- 
ported an  Amendment  similar  to  the 
present  one.  Both  Parties  had  admitted 
the  existence  of  distress  in  the  High- 
lands, but  they  differed  as  to  the  means 
of  reheving  it.  The  Liberal  Government 
passed  the  Crofters  Act  to  secure  fair 
rent  and  fixity  of  tenure,  and  gave  grants 
from  the  Imperial  exchequer  for  en- 
couraging the  fisheries  and  making  roads. 
But  the  Unionist  Government  had,  of 
course,  been  afraid  of  any  legislation 
which  would  alter  the  I^and  Laws,  and 
they  had  spent  Imperial  money  in  im- 
proving communications.  At  one  time, 
too,  they  made  a  grant  to  encourage 
emigration,  but  that  policy  had  not  been 
persisted  in,  because  it  had  failed.  Out 
of  the  money  allocated  to  Scotland  xmder 
the  Local  Government  Act,  they  had  set 
aside  £10,000  a  year  to  be  devoted  pre- 
ferentially to  the  Highlands,  and  in  the 
Agricultural  Uating  Bill  another  £15,000 
a  year  was  devoted  to  the  Highland  con- 
gested districts.  One  might  object  to 
that  policy  as  throwii^  the  burden  on 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland  instead  of  on 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  grants  for 
the  Irish  congested  districts  were  made 
out  of  Imperial  funds  ;  but  he  would 
not  press  that  point.  When,  however,- 
the  people  of  Scotland  were  paying 
£25,000  of  their  own  money  for  the 
Highlands,  there  was  the  better  case  for 
asking  the  Grovernmeut  to  do  something 
which  the  Government  alone  could  do. 
Everything  that  oould  be  said  about  agri- 
culttural  disteesB  in  England  or  Ireland, 
^>plied  with -equal  force  to  the  High- 
lands ;  and  there  were  in  Uie  H%hlands 
spedal  a^^vations  of  the  distress  which 


did  not  exist  elsewhere.  The  soil  and 
,the  climate  were  much  worse  than  in  the 
Irish  congested  districts  j  the  yield  per 
acre  was  smtdler  in  every  kind  of  crop, 
and  the  crofters  had  no  means  of  obtain- 
ing manure.  But  the  real  deficiency  was 
in  the  size  of  the  holdings.  In  the 
crofting  counties  the  average  holding 
was  only  about  £4  a  year;  and  it  was 
impossible  for  a  man  to  keep  himself  and 
his  family  on  the  produce  of  such  a 
holding.  Though  there  were  2,000,000 
acres  suitable  for  cultivation,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  crofter  by  any  means  to 
increase  his  holding.  Therefore  he  had 
to  combine  crofting  with  fishing,  or  go 
somewhwe  else  to  work  for  a  period  of 
the  year.  Both  expedients  were  bad  for 
the  man's  cultivation  of  his  holding. 
What  the  Government  were  asked  to  do 
in  this  case  was  simply  what  they  did 
for  a  railway  company,  or  a  public  body 
desiring  to  acquire  land.  Let  the 
Highlands  be  treated  as  an  excep- 
tional case,  and  the  taking  of  land 
be  authorised  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  size  of  the  holdings. 
It  wa3  often  said  that  this  was  a  ques- 
tion of  rent.  It  was  nothing  of  the  kind. 
Supposing  the  crofters  who  paid  £4  or 
£10  a  year  rent  for  their  holdings  got 
those  holdings  for  nothing,  how  could 
th^  support  themselves  and  bring  up 
their  famiUes  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  found  themselves,  being  cor- 
nered on  every  hand  I  The  crofter  can- 
not get  an  inch  of  ground  beyond  his 
own  holding,  and  if  even  he  got  the 
benefit  of  the  Crofters  Act  and  had  a 
fair  rent  fixed,  or  even  if  he  got  the 
holding  for  nothing,  what  earthly  use 
would  it  be  to  himl  The  landlords' 
policy  in  the  Highlands  was  a  policy 
which  had  existed  some  years  ago  in 
the  other  ports  of  Scotland  also.  The 
landlords  generally  had  got  the  feeling 
that  if  a  population  were  brought  about 
their  places  by  trade  and  by  manufac- 
tures the  poor  rates  would  go  up.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  poor  rates  were 
high  in  the  Highlands,  but  when  the 
people  were  kept  in  poverty  and  pre- 
vented from  earning  a  living  it  could  not 
well  be  otherwise.  Even  if  the  policy 
of  the  landlords  which  he  had  indicated 
kept  down  the  rates,  it  was  most  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interest,  because  the 
industrial  centres  of  Scotland  would 
badly  feel  the  w&nt  of  a  population 
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reared  in  the  Highlands  upon  which  to 
draw  for  workers.  The  best  workers  in 
Glasgow  were  men  and  women  who  had 
been  born  and  brought  up  in  the  High- 
lands. About  three-fourths  of  the 
policemen  of  Glasgow  had  been  reared  in 
the  Highlands,  and  were  selected  for 
the  foFCse  because  of  their  fine  physique, 
and  it  was  well  known  that  there  was  no 
better  recruiting  ground  for  the  Navy 
and  the  Army  than  the  croftii^  districts 
of  Scotland.  It  was,  therefore,  obvious 
that  in  the  interest  of  the  country  as  a 
whole,  apart  altogether  from  the  ques- 
tion of  humanity,  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  deyelop  the  population  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  by  enabling  the 
croftwB  to  live,  and  not  to  starre  as 
they  VBTb  doing,  at  present,  upon  the 
l&Xid.  There  was  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  carrying  out  the  policy  recommended 
in  the  Amendment.  There  was  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  in  finding  land  in  order 
to  increase  the  crofters'  holdings.  The 
landed  proprietors  who  would  be  affected 
by  tho  policy  of  the  Amendment  had 
millions  of  acres,  and  their  interests 
would  not  be  interfered  with  in  any  way, 
for  the  land  that  would  be  required  for 
the  crofters  would  be  to  them  a  mere 
bagatelle.  Then  the  effect  would  be  to 
benefit  even  the  landlords  themselves. 
In  the  first  place,  if  any  land  was  taken 
from  them  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
crofts  they  would  be  compensated  by 
getting  the  full  value  of  the  land.  The 
rates  would  get  less  'because  the  land 
would  increase  in  value ;  railways  would 
pass  through  the  districts,  and  they 
would  be  followed  by  tourist  traffic,  and 
therefore,  a  great  service  would  be  done 
to  the  landlords  themselves  from  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view.  For  all  these 
reasons  he  had  great  pleasure,  though 
not  representing  a  crofters'  constituency, 
in  seconding  the  Amendment. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen,  W.) 
said  he  did  not  think  any  apology  need 
be  made  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Ross  and  Cromartie  for  having 
brought  this  question  before  the  House. 
Scottish  business  was  usually  neglected, 
and  it  seemed  likely  that  fewer  facilities 
would  be  given  this  year  than  hitherto 
for  the  discussion  of  questions  affecting 
Scotland  ;  and,  therefore,  his  hon.  Friend 
was  fully  justified  in  having  availed  him- 
self of  the  Debate  on  the  Address  in 
order  to  lay  the  sore  grievances  of  the 
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crofters  before  the  House.  He  himself 
did  not  belong  to  a  crofting  district,  but 
in  Aberdeenshire  they  had  a  large  popu- 
lation who  were  living  under  the  same 
conditions  as  the  crofter  population  of 
the  Highlands,  and,  as  he  had  often 
tu^l^  in  the  House,  were  fully  entitled 
to  enjoy  the  great  benefits  of  tho 
Crofters  Act.  Therefore,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  his  own  constituency,  he 
thot^ht  it  was  his  dul^  to  support  the 
Amendment.  He  remembered  well  that 
during  the  Debates  on  the  Crofters  Act 
many  prognostications  of  evil  were  in- 
dulged in.  But  all  these  prophecies 
were  falsified,  and  he  believed  that  the 
prophecies  that  were  now  being  made 
by  the  opponents  of  the  Amendment 
would  meet  with  the  same  refutation 
in  time  to  come.  Everyone  acquainted 
with  the  writings  of  Sheriff  Brand  knew 
the  great  benefits  that  had  followed  to 
the  crofters  from  the  Crofters  Act.  Even 
in  his  evidence  before  the  Welsh  Land 
Commission  Sheriff  Brand  pointed  eut 
that  the  Act  had  made  a  remarkable 
chanf^e  for  the  better  in  the  crofters  of 
the  Highlands.  They  were  more  indus- 
trious, more  independent,  and  greatly 
improved  in  every  way.  The  House  had 
odmirably  carried  out  all  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Crofters'  Commission 
except  one,  namely :  that  the  crofters 
should  have  in  addition  a  fixity  of  tenure 
and  a  fair  rent,  and  the  right  to  have 
their  croftis  extended  in  ordo*  that  they 
might  have  scope  for  the  energies  th^ 
undoubtedly  possewed.  The  Commis- 
sion pointed  out  that  the  only  way  to 
do  that  was  to  enlarge  the  holdings. 
The  crofters  were  often  accxised  of  lazi- 
ness by  people  who  knew  nothing  about 
them.  Men  could  not  well  be  otherwise 
but  lazy  if  they  were  deprived  of  the 
opportunities  for  industry.  If  they  put 
men  down  in  a  certain  district  and  did 
not  give  them  land  to  cultivate,  and 
refused  them  harbours  hy  which  they 
might  devdop  the  trade  of  fishing,  they 
co^d  not  be  blamed  if  th^  walked 
about  with  thar  hands  in  their  pockets, 
simply  because  they  could  not  find  any 
industrial  occupation.  But,  as  he  had 
said,  the  crofters  • —  thanks  to  the 
Crofters  Act  —  were  already  different 
men.  They  worked  more  industriously, 
they  built  their  own  houses  out  of  their 
own  pockets,  and,  if  they  got  the  oppor- 
tunity of  extwding  their  crofts,  there 
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was  no  doubt  that  they  would  become 
as  industrious  and  hard-working  as  any 
other  section  of  the  agricultural  classes 
of  Sco^md.  If  the  Crofters'  Commission 
had  done  nothing  more  than  to  show 
beyond  aJl  douH  that  there  was  plenty 
of  land  that  coxild  be  worked  bene- 
fically  by  the  crofterB,  it  would  have  done 
a  great  service,  for  one  objection  for- 
merly to  the  policy  recommended  in  the 
Amendment  was  that  the  necessary  land 
could  not  be  obtained.    The  Cbmmission 
had  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  large 
quantity  of  land  in  all  those  districts 
that  might  be  acquired  without  hard- 
ship to  anyone  to  enlaige  the  crofting 
holdings.   Some  years  ago  he  took  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  Islands  of 
I^wis  and  Skye,  accompanied  by  bis 
late  raipected  friend,  Sir  Geoige  Camp- 
bell.   They  might  talk  about  Ireland, 
but  really  he  saw  in  those  islands  places 
more  wretched  than  coidd  be  seen  in 
piny  other  part  of  the  world.    They  had, 
no  doubt,  been  since  improved,  but  they 
could  be  still  further  improved,  and  the 
way  to  do  that  was  by  giving  the  crofters 
some  of  the  available  land  which  was 
lyii^  idle  all  around  than.    He  should 
«ay  that  in  Lewis,  althoiq^h  the  sur- 
roundings of  the  people  were  miserable, 
he  saw  the  finest  race  of  human  beings, 
male  and  female,  that  he  ever  saw  any- 
where,   and  he  saw  on  their  little 
holdings   crops   produced   that  woidd 
have  done  credit  to  much  finer  soil. 
He  believed  it  might  be  uiged  that  if 
the  policy    they    recommended  were 
adopted  it  would  interfere  with  the 
sport  of  the  landlord.    He  himself  was 
a  sportsman,  as  was  the  Lord  Advocate 
also,  he  thought,  and  he  should  be  Tery 
sorry  to  do  anything  which  would  inter- 
fere with  sport ;  but  he  held  that  sport 
must  always  give  way  to  public  opinion. 
{"  Hear,  hear  1 "]    He  did  not,  however, 
think  that  it  would  interfere  with  sport ; 
on   the   contrary,   it  would  secure  the 
loyalty  and  co-operation  of  the  tenants, 
and,   inasmuch  as  the  landlord  would 
only  part  with  some  of  his  land  on  fair 
and  hx)nourable  terms,  it  might  have  the 
effect  of  proppii^  up  some  stn^ling 
Highland  families  of  old  descent  who 
were  now  very  impecunious.  They  ought 
not  to  allow  the  population  to  leave  the 
country  \mtil  they  had  exhaiisted  all 
the  resources  of  civilisation  in  the  en> 
deavonr  to  keep  them  at  home.  The 


crofters  were  a  veiy  fine  set  of  men, 
who  would  fight  for  us,  and  had  done 
so  in  the  past,  and  if  their  lot  was 
ametiorated  th^  would  be  a  happy  and 
united  set  of  peoplf^  wlmm  it  wotdd  be 
a  great  advantage  to  us  to  keep  at  home. 

*Mb.  JOHN  McLEOD  (Sutherland) 
said  he  was  greatly  disappointed  with 
the  reference  Vhich  was  made  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  to  Scotland.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  after  the  repeated 
inquiries  which  had  been  held  in  regard 
to  this  matter  of  more  land  in  tJie  EGghr 
lands,  an  undoubted  case  had  been  made 
out.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
going  back  to  the  period  before  the 
Royal  Commission  of  1883  had  reported. 
When  that  Commission  took  evidence 
the  cry  was  not  so  much  that  the  rents 
were  high  and  the  conditions  of  toiure 
onerous,  but  that  the  people  had  insuffi- 
cient holdings.  The  Liberal  Government 
in  its  wisdom  made  provision  for  the  giv- 
ing of  more  land  in  the  Crofters  Bill 
of  1886,  but  imfortunately  there 
was  a  considerable  minority  on  the 
Government  side  of  the  House  opposed 
to  that  part  of  the  Bill,  which  mts  ac- 
cordingly very  considerably  modified, 
with  the  result  that  the  Act  was  prac- 
tically of  no  value  as  a  remedy.  So 
marked  was  its  failure  in  this  respect, 
that  a  year  after  it  came  into  operation 
the  then  Lord  Advocate  of  a  Conserva- 
tive Government  asked  the  Crofters 
Commission  to  make  a  Special  Report 
on  the  subject.  That  Commission  unani- 
mously reported  that  the  reason  why  no 
land,  or  Tcxy  little,  had  been  given  to 
the  crofters  was  that  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  get  it  under  the  conditions 
laid  down  in  the  Act.  The  controTerey 
as  to  whether  there  was  or  was  not  land 
available  continued  for  some  years,  until 
at  last  they  who  had  agitated  this  ques- 
tion succeeded  in  getting  a  Royal  Com- 
mission appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject.  He  had  had  the  honour  of 
serving  on  that  Commission.  So  care- 
ful was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
then  Scottish  Secretary  (the  r^ht  hon. 
Grentleman  the  Member  for  the  Brii%e- 
ton  Division  of  Glasgow)  as  to  the  com- 
position of  this  Commission,  that  without 
the  vote  of  the  Chairman,  who  was  prac- 
tically in  a  judicial  capacity,  it  was  im- 
possible for  those  of  them  who  more 
iparticolariy    represented    the  crofter 
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iiiteroBt  to  succeed  in  schedulii^  axxj  lani 
as  STailftble  for  crofter  purposes.  That 
CommissiQn,  as  was  well  known,  rfr- 
ported  that  close  upon  .2,000,000  acres 
of  bund  were  available  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  holdings  or  for  new  holdings. 
He  confessed  that  he  had  no  expectation 
that  the  present  Goremment  would  settle 
this  question  of  more  land  on  Uie  lines 
which,  he  would  like  to  see  adopted,  but 
he  did  expect  they  would  have  intro- 
duced legislation  which  would  have  made 
the  land  available,  whether  in  the  shape 
of  peasant  proprietorship  or  other- 
wise. thB  more  intimately  he 
became  acquainted  with,  the  condi- 
tion of  things  in  the  Highlands  the 
more  surprised  he  was  that  any  Govern- 
ment, whether  Liberal  or  Conserrative, 
should  allow  these  conditions  to  con- 
tinue for  a  single  day.  He  found  from 
the  returns  of  the  R^strar  General  of 
Scotland  that  in  his  own  constituency  the 
poverty  was  so  great  that  the  marria^ 
rate  was  only  one-fourth  of  what  it  was 
in  the  Lowland  counties  of  Scotland.  It 
might  be  urged  that  it  was  a  very  strong 
measure  to  endeavour  to  compel  pro- 
prietors to  give  up  land  for  the  purpose 
of  its  occupation  by  crofters,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  was  necessary  now  to  ai^e 
that  question.  The  historical  position 
had  been  stated  too  often,  and  tliey  had 
the  authority  of  the  present  Prime 
Minietw  for  saj^g  that,  so  far 
as  the  tenure  in  ^  Highlands  was 
oonoemed,  it  was  an  exceptional 
case,  and  they  were  entitled  to 
special  tnatment  ["Hear,  hear  1"] 
LfUid  not  money  was  wanted  in  the  High- 
lands. The  Highland  people  did  not 
come  to  the  House  as  beggars,  and  he 
spoke  as  the  son  of  a  man  who 
had  been  evicted.  Let  them  have 
the  natural  facilities  and  opportunities 
which  but  for  laws  passed  by  that  House 
they  would  have  access  to.  That  was  all 
they  asked  for.  From  his  own  personal 
knowledge  he  did  not  believe  the  land- 
lords would  suffer  any  loss  of  sport.  If 
they  bad  access  to  natural  opportunities, 
be  could  assiue  the  House  it  wot^  hoax 
no  more  oomplainta  from  tine  Highlands 
of  Scotland. 

Ma.  MICHAEL  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) 
supported  the  Amendm^t,  which  he  con- 
sidered embodied  a  just  and  reasonable 
demand.  He  submitted  that  a  very  com- 
plete case  had  been  mode  out  from  the 
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prayer  of  the  Amendment.  It  was  a  dis- 
grace to  any  Govwnment  calling  its^ 
Progressive  that  bodies  of  people  posses 
sed  of  great  if  rugged  virtues  should  be 
compelled  to  eke  out  a  miso^ble  existence 
on  a  few  acres  of  soil  while  round  about 
them  nature  had  provided  almost  un- 
limited room  for  industrial  expansion. 
The  most  valuable  article  that  land  in 
Scotland  or  elsewhere  could  grow  was 
men,  womw,  and  children.  For  the  life 
of  him  he  could  not  understand  why 
Statesmen  should  doxy  t^t  it  was  be^ 
ter  for  Scotland  th^  two  million  acres 
of  land  in  the  Highlands  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  growth  of  she^  than  the 
cultivation  of  sport.  Five  or  six  years 
ago  he  visited  the  Croftws'  Colonies  in 
Manitoba,  and  he  was  glad  to  say  he 
foimd  some  of  those  hardy  islanders 
doing  remarkably  well.  They  were  not 
restricted  to  small  crofts,  for  the  Mani- 
toba Government  recognised  the  value  of 
an  induste-iouB  body  of  men  cultivating 
tiie  soil  of  the  country.  Public  money 
was  freely  voted  to  transplant  these 
Highlandws  to  the  Canadian  North  West» 
and  he  could  not  help,  while  speaking  to 
the  crofters  out  there,  thinking  that  that 
money  would  have  been  better  expended 
in  providing  them  with  larger'  holdings 
in  their  own  country.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "J 
He  sincerely  trusted  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  give  some  hope  that  action  would 
be  taken  before  long  to  enable  these 
croftH'B  to  ext^d  their  holdings. 

*Mr.  HEDDBRWICK  (Wick  Burghs) 
said  he  intonrened  with  rductance  in  the 
Debate  because  he  reoc^ised  tiie  pre< 
bable  futility  of  the  whole  proceeding. 
But  if  the  Debate  should  have  tiie  effect 
of  impressing  on  the  Grovemment  the  de* 
sirability  of  doing  something  during 
their  tenure  of  office  for  the  crofters  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  Mover  of 
the  Amendment  would  have  reason  to  con- 
gratulate himself.  Everyone  who  knew 
anything  about  the  Highlands  at  all 
would  1m  aware  that  there  was  a  large 
portion  of  the  population  living  on  the 
ocmfmes  of  starvation.  The  neoessity  for 
doii^;  something  had  been  praotio^  ad- 
mitted by  the  Govemmmt,  inasmu^  as 
at  the  close  of  last  Session  the  Lord 
Advocate  allocated  £15,000  out  of  the 
grant  under  the  Rating  Act,  nominally 
to  the  relief  of  the  congested  districts  in 
the  Highlands.  Had  the  Govonmeat 
made  iq>  their  minds  as  to  the  destini^ 
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tiou  of  thab  sum  of  £15,000?  If  not,  he 
would  suggest  that  ihty  might,  as  a  be- 
ginmng,  poiohasa  some  of  the  2,000,000 
acres  of  land  which  the  report  referred 
to  showed  to  be  aTsilable  for  cultivation 
hj  crofters.  What  sort  of  men  were 
these  Highland  croftm  t  They  were 
hardy,  they  were  brave,  they  were  loyal. 
When  Great  Britain  was  menaced  by  the 
greatest  war  we  ever  entered  into — the 
Peninsular  War— the  Isle  of  Skye 
furnished  the  country  with  10,000  men 
— the  flower  of  the  British  Army.  Such 
a  oontingrat  of  fitting  men  might  be 
looked  for  now  in  vain  in  Skye  or  the 
islands  of  the  Western  Hebrides.  And 
why?  Because  whole  masses  of  the  in- 
habitants had  been  evicted,  their  home- 
steads razed  to  the  ground,  and  the 
tracts  they  occupied  given  up  to  sheep, 
deer,  and  grouse.  More  land  for  the 
crofters  would  not  materially  diminish 
^rt.   ["Hear,  hear  I  "J 

Mb.  JOHN  COLVILLE  (Lanark,  N.E.), 
in  supportii^  the  Amendmfflit,  asked 
whether  the  Government  should  not  give 
GonsideraUe  sums  of  money  to  be  allo- 
cated, in  order  to  deal  with  the  2,000,000 
acres  of  land  which  the  Commission  had 
reported  to  be  suitable  for  cultivation, 
BO  that  the  Highlanders  would  not  be 
compelled  to  leave  their  native  lands  and 
crowd  into  towns,  where  their  influx 
lowered  the  wages.  If  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers were  now  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
combination  and  agitation,  Parliament 
would  hear  a  good  deal  more  about  the 
state  of  things  in  the  Western  Highlands. 
The  very  fact  that  last  year  the  Govern- 
ment gave  £16,000  to  those  districts 
pnrnd  that  they  recognised  the  necessity 
for  some  steps  to  be  taken,  though  the 
amount  was  fully  ten  times  too  little  for 
adequately  dealing  with  the  question.  He 
trusted  the  Lord  Advocate  would  be  able 
to  give  them  an  assurance  that  an  honest 
attempt  would  be  made  to  improve  the 
neceaaitouB  condition  of  the  crofters  and 
fishermen  in  the  west  of  Scotland.  If 
theiT'  attempted  to  make  a  comparison 
be^reen  the  Imperial  money  spent  on 
Scodand  and  Ireland  it  would  be  seen 
that  a  large  margin  was  still  to  the  credit 
of  Scotland,  which  m^ht  -very  well,  in 
part,  be  devoted  to  the  social  alleviation 
of  the  condition  of  the  crofters  and 
fishermen. 

*Thi  LOKD  advocate  (Hb.  Grahau 
MrauT,  Buteshire)  said  the  question 


of  the  extension  of  the  crofter  tenure  to 
parts  of  Scotland  described  as  being 
under  crofting  conditions,  was  not  a 
question  fairly  raised  by  the  Amendment. 

If  the  Commission  which  reported  in 
1895  made  one  thing  clearer  than 
another  it  was  that  the  so-called  case 
against  deer  forests  had  entirely  broken 
down.  The  Commission  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  not  much  was  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  making  land  available  fmt 
cultivation  which  was  at  present  occu- 
pied as  deer  forests.  They  said  them- 
selves that  the  land  used  as  deer  forests 
was(  to  a  great  extmt,  rocky,  sterile, 
often  remote  and  inaccessible,  and,  in 
configuration  of  surface  and  other  cir> 
;  cumstances,  not  suited  for  crofter  hold- 
ings. He  entirely  agreed  with  the  obser- 
vation of  the  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen- 
shire as  to  the  necessity  for  eport  giving 
way  to  public  convenience,  but  he  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  sport  had 
two  aspects.  If  by  sport  he  meant  the 
pleasures  of  the  class  he  quite  admitted 
that  could  not  be  taken  into  accotrat  in 
considmition  with  other  interests  much 
more  serious  to  the  communi^.  But 
sport  besides  that  had  an  entirely  econo- 
mic aspect,  which  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  bear  its  full  weight, 
even  in  comparison  with  those  other 
interests.  No  one  could  look  at  the  ren- 
tals in  Scotland  without  seeing  that  the 
economic  value  of  sport  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  Scotland,  and 
accordingly  he  did  not  think  they  could 
enter  into  any  measure  which  would  tend 
to  alter  the  conditions  of  sport  without 
fticing  a  very  grave  economic  difficulty. 
As  regarded  the  Debate  generally,  he 
thought  a  somewhat  false  assumption  had 
underlain  the  discussion,  more,  perhaps, 
in  tone  than  in  anything  that  bad  been 
actually  said.  It  seemed  to  be  assumed 
that  the  problem  was  a  perfectly  easy 
one,  and  that  there  was  nothing  to  do 
except  simply  to  take  the  land  that  was 
wanted.  The  Amendment  stated  that 
nearly  2,000,000  acres  of  land  were  avail- 
able for  the  (otmsion  of  crofters'  hold^ 
ings,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  rfeport 
of  the  Commission  stated  that  there  were 
only  439,000  acres  so  available.  The 
difficulty  at  the  bottom  of  t3ie  whole 
matter  was  the  disr^^ard  of  the  means 
which  that  land  could  be  made  avail- 
able with  any  certainty  of  success.  It 
was  very  notable  how  completf^  loine 
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hon.  Members  disregarded  even  the 
terms  of  the  report.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Lanark;  for  instance,  gave  an 
account  which  entirely  reversed  not  only 

the  historical  process,  but  also  what  the 
Commissioners  said.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  one  of  the  great  disadyantages 
of  the  present  system  was  that  the  land 
was  so  small  that  the  crofter  was  driTen 
away  from  his  proper  occupation  of  croft- 
ing, and  had  to  undertake  the  occupa- 
tion of  fishing,  or  something  of  that  sort. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  thought  most 
people  would  agree  that  the  historical 
origin  of  crofting  runs  precisely  in  the 
other  direction ;  that  was  to  say,  that 
the  man  had  originally  some  other  sort 
of  occupation,  and  then,  having  a  home, 
he  eked  out  the  resources  of  that  home 
by  the  possession  of  a  croft.  The  report 
of  the  Commission  stated  that  the  kind 
of  a  holding  which,  for  the  most  part, 
crofters  were  accustomed  to  was  one 
affording  a  home,  but  makir^  it  neces- 
sary that  the  crofter  should  supplemmt 
what  he  derived  from  his  holdii^  by 
labour,  or  fishing,  or  canying  on  some 
trade  or  business  in  the  various  districts. 
The  Commissioners  also  declared  that  the 
practical  success  of  any  scheme  depended 
upon  the  land  being  cultivated  by  men 
with  adequate  means.  He  thought  he 
had  said  enough  to  show  that  this  was 
a  very  complex  problem.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mayo  intervened  in  the  Debate, 
and  he  would  ask  that  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  had  not  had  experience  in 
Ireland  of  the  great  injury  a  population 
Buffered  1^  being  quartered  on  land 
which  was  really  insufficient  to  support 
them.  The  hon.  Member  who  moved  the 
Amendment  complained  that  people  had 
been  driven  down  from  the  hills  to  the 
sea  shore. 

*Mr.  weir  :  Not  from  the  hills ;  from 
the  fertile  land. 

*Thb  lord  ADVOCATE:  He  was 
sorry  he  had  misunderstood  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  After  all  it  was  a  question 
of  degree ;  but,  as  he  was  saying, 
Ireland  afforded  an  illustration  of  how 
{unfortunate  it  was  for  a  people  to  be 
quartered  on  land  which  was  insufficient 
to  support  them. 

Mb.  DAVITT:  The  evils  in  Ireland 
arose  from  the  fact  tliat  the  people  were 
driven  oS  the  good  land  on  to  the  bad. 

»Thb  lord  ADVOCATE:    He  only 
.  used  that  as  an  illustration  to  show  that 
Lord  Adooc(Ue. 


people  might  be  quartered  on  land  which 
would  not  support  them.  It  was  all  a 
question  of  making  such  arrax^ements 
as  would  bring  about  the  result  tiiat  the 
land  was  properly  cultivated  by  people 
possessed  of  adequate  means.  They  had 
always  admitted  on  his  side  of  the  House 
that  the  condition  of  the  Highlanders 
left  something  to  be  desired.  The 
Government  tried  to  show  their  views 
on  that  question  lost  year  by  devoting  a 
sum  of  £16,000  to  the  improvement  of 
that  condition,  and  they  were  at  this 
moment  engaged  in  framing  a  scheme  by 
which  that  mon^  would  be  utilised.  No 
doubt  it  had  been  the  my  of  Govern- 
ments in  past  years  to  embrace  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  every  sort  of  question  on 
which  they  might  think  of  embarking  at 
some  time  or  other ;  but  the  Government 
had,  this  year,  taken  up  the  practical 
position  of  limiting  the  references  in 
the  Queen's  Speech  to  what  might 
be  called  the  immediate  possibilities 
of  legislation.  When  he  said  they 
were  engaged  in  framing  a  scheme 
he  was  using  no  mere  vague  phrase, 
but  he  meant  that  they  were  really 
considering  and  drafting  a  measure 
under  which  the  sum  of  money  he  had 
referred  to  might  be  made  available.  In 
doing  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  they 
initiated  a  general  scheme ;  but  anything 
that  was  done  on  a  small  scale  must  be 
done  by  way  of  experiment  before  any 
laxge  measure  could  be  taken.  He 
thanked  hon.  Members  for  their  generous 
assurances  of  their  belief  that  both  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  himself  were 
in  sympathy  with  the  difficulties  of  the 
coi^estod  districts,  and  he  could  assure 
them  that  he  was  in  good  hope  that  it 
would  not  be  very  long  before  they  would 
be  able  by  the  introduction  of  a  Measure 
to  show  that  they  were  in  the  way  of 
putting  that  sympathy  into  a  practical 
shape. 

Db.  CLARE  (Caithness)  said  he  was 
very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Government 
intended  to  do  something  in  the  way  of 
migrating  some  of  the  people  in  the 
congested  districts,  and  settlii^  them  in 
other  parts.  He  denied  that  the.  High- 
land crofter  began  as  a  fisherman.  A 
couple  of  centturies  ago  he  was  a  type  of 
the  old  Aryan  Village  Communities,  in 
which  the  people  held  a  certain  amoimt 
of  land  in  common.  Ev<en  now,  in  certain 
disbicts,  the  same  condition  of  things 
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would  be.  found  exuting,  which.  600  or 
600  years  ago  eioBted  nearly  all  over 
Europe.  In  Shetland,  people  would  be 
found  living  as  they  liveii  200  years  ago, 
with  a  certain  amount  of  pasture  land 
in  common.  At  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  when  wool  was  high,  men  were 
driven  from  being  farmers  to  become 
fishermen,  and  to  try  to  make  a  suilicient 
living  out  of  that  pursuit,  t(^ether  with 
the  produce  of  a  small  piece  of  soil. 
He  had  c^tainly  been  astonished  at  what 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  said  in  reference 
to  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission. 
The  Commission  in  that  Report  stated 
that  there  were  between  four  and  five 
millions  of  acres  of  uncultivated  land  in 
the  country,  but  that  it  was  perfectly  im- 
possible that  a  large  portion  of  the 
mountain  districts  could  be  used  for 
grazing  or  for  agricultural  purposes. 
But  when  they  came  to  deid  with  the 
deer  forests  they  found  themselves  able 
to  schedule  certain  portions  of  land 
which  were  fit  for  either  occupation  or 
fw  cultivation.  Of  course,  in  certain 
parts  the  soil  was  of  a  high^  and  more 
fertile  character  than  in  the  neighbour- 
ing districts.  Such  land,  however,  was 
better  than  the  crofters  held  as  a  rule. 
In  his  view  there  were  two  or  three 
million  acres  of  land  which  were  of  such 
a  character  that  they  might  be  applied 
for  the  extension  of  existing  and  for  the 
creation  of  new  crofts.  All  that  they 
claimed  was  that  there  were  large  tracts 
of  land  which  were  nbw  deer  forests 
upon  which  crofters  m^ht  make  a  liv- 
ing. All  that  he  maintained  was  that 
they  were  right  in  their  stat^ent  that 
tliav  were  at  least  a  million  and  a-half 
of  acres  now  used  as  deer  forests  which 
veve  available  for  the  purpose.  Why 
was  it  that  in  the  face  of  this  fact  the 
Poor  Rate  in  the  congested  districts 
amounted  to  Ss.  in  the  £.  The  Com- 
misrioners  had  pointed  out  that  during 
the  previous  five  years  there  had  been 
something  like  2,500  applications  on  the 
part  of  the  crofters  in  Lewis  in  respect 
of  land,  the  r«it  of  whioh  was  valued  at 
from  £4,000  to  £5,000  a  year,  and  they 
pointed  out  that  in  some  600  cases  the 
ha  rent  fixed  was  20s.  Let  the  House 
compare  that  statement  with  the  fact 
that  one  man  paid  £4,000  a  year  as  the 
rent  of  a  deer  forest  extending  over 
60,000  acres.  Deer  forests  sometimes 
extended  over  100,000  acres.   That  was 


the  reason  that  they  had  the  existing 
state  of  things  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland.  The  fact  was  that 
it  paid  better  to  let  the  land  as  deer 
forests  than  in  any  other  form.  Why 
was  there  such  a  large  amount  of  dis- 
tress, and  why  were  the  rates  so  high  in 
the  county  of  Caithness  J  The  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  showed  that  in  that 
county  66  farms,  the  rent  of  which 
averi^ed  £300  per  annum,  were  held  by 
twelve  individuals,  who  between  them 
paid  some  £16,000  per  annum  rent. 
The  result  was  of  course  that  other 
people  could  not  get  land  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  in  consequoice  they  bad 
to  flock  into  the  congested  districts.  He 
did  not  know  what  the  Government  were 
going  to  do  in  the  direction  of  relieving 
the  congested  districts,  but  he  had 
gathered  from  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  that  they  were  not  even  aiding 
the  people  to  make  the  most  of  the  pre- 
sent law.  Parliament  had  passed  a  Small 
Holdings  Act  for  Scotland,  under  which 
power  was  given  to  Parwh  and  District 
Councils  to  acquire  land  and  to  distribute 
it  among  the  labouring  classes.  The 
crofters  who  held  crofts  of  the  annual 
value  of  208.  could  not  get  an  extension  of 
their  holdings  under  the  Crofters  Act, 
but  it  was  supposed  that  they  might  be 
able  to  do  so  Mnda&c  the  Small  Holdings 
Act,  and  the  Parish  and  District  Councils 
had  taken  steps  to  grant  their  applica* 
tions.  The  Lord  Advocate  however  had 
held  that  the  labourite  classes  did  not 
include  the  poorer  (»ofters,  and  because 
t^e  latter  hdd  small  crofts  they 
were  excluded  from  tiie  benefit  of 
the  Small  Holdings  Act,  and  the 
Parish  and  District  Councils  were 
prohibited  from  acqxiiring  land  in 
order  to  distribute  it  among  them. 
He  did  not  know  why  the  Scotch  Office 
Law  prevented  Parish  and  District 
Councils  giving  the  crofters  more  land. 
He  and  bis  friends  had  been  able  to 
establish  the  fact  that  there  was  knd, 
and  that  the  misery  and  poverty  which 
existed  was  the  consequence  of  men  being 
driven  off  the  land.  If  tiie  Government 
would  do  something  to  enable  the  hardy 
peasantry  in  the  Highlands  to  live  under 
fair  and  decent  normal  conditions  they 
would  do  a  great  deal.  And  the  present 
Government  could  do  more  than  a 
Liberal  Goremment,  because  the  latter 
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had  always  to  feu  another  place.  A 

Conflervative  Government  could  take  up 
the  question  and  settle  it  in  a  really 
final  fashion. 

•SiH  W.  WEDDERBURN  (Banffshire) 
said  the  Lord  Advocate  had  omitted  to 
notice  the  fact  that  the  Crofter  Commis- 
uoners  reported  that  there  were  794,7  50 
acres  of  land  suitable  for  new  holdings. 

*Thb  lord  ADVOCATE:  I  quoted 
the  words  of  the  Commissioners — "suit- 
able for  new  holdings  794,750  acres." 

*SiB  W.  WEDDERBURN  understood  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  considered 
that  that  figure  was  not  applicable  to 
the  present  Resolution.  It  was  quite 
certain  that  land  was  as  much  wanted 
for  new  holdings  as  for  extension  of 
holdings.  What  he  and  his  hon.  Friends 
wanted  was  to  prevent  the  expatriation 
of  the  Highland  population,  and  it  was 
because  the  sons  and  grandsons  and 
nephews  of  the  existing  crofters  had  no 
new  land  to  take  up  that  they  were 
obl^ed  to  emirate  to  Australia,  Ame- 
rica, and  New  Zealand.  In  anoth^ 
respect  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  somewhat  minimised  the  importance 
of  the  Resolution,  for  he  had  said  the 
crofters  would  not  ba  benefited  by  get- 
tii^  an  extension  of  holdings,  because 
they  were  suffering  from  having  bad  land 
and  it  would  not  do  them  much  good 
to  receive  more  bad  land.  The  Commis- 
sioners, however,  asserted  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  new  land  was  not  only  as 
good  as  the  land  now  occupied  by  the 
crofters  but  very  much  better.  Again, 
the  Lord  Advocate  pointed  out  that 
sheep  occupied  much  more  of  the  land 
scheduled  than  deer.  A  very  natural 
and  reasonable  explanation  of  that  was 
that  the  land  occupied  by  sheep  was 
much  bettor  land  than  that  occupied 
by  deer,  luid  the  object  of  the  Commis- 
sioners was  to  provide  the  crofters  not 
with  bad  but  with  good  land.  There 
was  another  point  to  which  it  was  well 
to  draw  attention.  The  House  might  be 
under  the  impression  from  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  Commissioners 
were  not  unanimous  in  respect  to 
the  scheduling  of  land.  There  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  amoi^t  the  Com- 

Dr.  Clark, 


missioners  with  r^;ard  to  the  m^hod 
by  which  the  land  was  to  be  given  to 
the  crofters,  but  as  to  the  scheduling  of 
the  land  they  were  unanimous.  He  was 
surprised  that  hon.  Members,  e^ecially 
Scotch  Members,  opposite  had  not  used 
their  great  influence  to  induce  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  action  in  this  matter. 
At  elections  hon.  Members  who  sat  on 
the  Government  benches  were  most 
zealous  in  advocating  the  claims  of  the 
crofters,  but  in  the  House  of  Commons 
they  were  siloit  It  was  left  to  the 
scattered  remnant  of  the  Opposition 
to  do  the  best  they  could  for 
these  poor  people.  It  seemed  to  him  an 
extraordinary  thing  to  appoint  an  im- 
portant Commission,  rec^ve  the  Report, 
and  then  stultify  the  Commissioners  by 
taking  no  action.  He  and  his  Friends 
did  not  ask  for  charity  but  they  asked 
for  justice.  They  asked  that  capablo 
and  honest  men  should  have  the  means 
of  earning  bread  for  themselves  and 
their  families. 

Mr.  ANDREW  PROVAND  (Glasgow, 
Blackfriars)  said  it  could  not  be  said  that 
the  speech  of  the  Lord  Advocate  wag 
unsympathetic,  but  it  certainly  was  very 
indefinite.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man spoke  of  £15,000,  but  he  did  not 
say  how  that  sum  was  to  be  applied  or 
whether  he  intended  to  carry  out  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion. They  should  not  forget  that  this 
Commission  was  appointed  a  Con- 
servative Government,  and  there  were 
reasonable  grounds  to  show  at  the  timer 
that  it  was  necessaiy.  The  findings  of 
the  Commission,  too,  had  since  proved 
that  there  were  very  strong  reasons  why 
it  should  have  been  appointed.  Without 
going  into  the  details  recorded  by  the 
Commissiou,  it  was  sufficient  to  know 
that  there  were  hundreds  of  crofters  in 
dire  distress  because  their  holdings  were 
not  sufficiently  large  to  enable  them  to 
earn  a  Uvdihood  upon  them,  and  that 
at  the  same  time  there  were  thousands 
of  acres  of  liuid  available  in  the  districts 
to  eitJter  enlarge  the  holdings  Of  the 
crofters,  or  to  place  very  many  of  them 
on  new  and  larger  holdings.  No  one 
who  had  not  been  to  the  Island  of  Lewis 
could  fully  realise  the  distress  of  the 
crofters  thera  A  few  .years  ago  he 
went  to  the  island  to  see  for  hii^3self  the 
condition  in  which  the  people  lived,  and 
his  experience  was  a  very  painful  one. 
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some  impTOve- 

meot  had  been  effected  through  the  visit 
and  work  of.  the  Crofter  CommisBion, 
but  notwithstanding  this  the  condition 
of  the  people  was  still  very  bad,  and  it 
was  absolutely  necessaiy  that  the  60- 
Termnent  should  do  something  for  their 
relief.  Hon.  Members  on  the  other  side 
bad  on  prertous  occasions  expressed  sym- 
pathy with  the  efforts  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  crofters.  In  1896  when 
the  question  was  before  the  House,  the 
present  leader  of  the  House — who  was 
then  in  a  position  of  less  reiponnbility 
— approved  the  object  in  view,  and  said 
the  crofters  were  deserving  of  all  sym- 
pathy and  support.  That  being  so  he 
would  ask.  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
now  put  that  sympathy  in  practical 
operation  by  urging  the  Government, 
of  which  he  was  a  leading  member,  to 
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had  the  Report  and  recommendations 

of  the  Commission  before  them,  em- 
bracing all  the  facts,  and  they  knew  that 
there  was  plenty  of  land  with  which,  the 
holdings  of  the  crofters  might  be  en- 
larged. The  existing  distress  must  con- 
tinue unless  greater  facilities  were  given 
to  the  people  to  earn  a  living.  The 
number  of  acres  required  to  do  this 
was  far  lai^er  than  could  be  dealt  with 
by  the  small  sum  set  aside  last  yefur, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  whether 
the  Bill  to  be  introduced  was  to 
be  one  merely  of  an  experimental 
kind,  or  whether  it  was  intended  by 
means  of  it  to  carry  out  any  of  the 
recommendations  made  in  the  Report 
of  the  Commission.    ["Hear,  hearl"] 


The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  77  ; 
Noes,  144. — (Division  List — Ko.  4 — ap- 


take  further  action  in  the  matto*.   They  pended.) 


Allen, Wm.  (Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Aaquith,Kt  Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
BUkfl,  Edward 

John 
Biums,  John 

CaoBton,  RichKrd  Knight 
CUrk,I>r.  G.  B.  (Caithness-Bh.) 
Clongh,  Walter  Owen 
ColleiT,  Bernard 
ColTille,  John 
Commins,  Andrew 
Crean,  Engene 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Daly,  James 

Daviee,  W.  Rees-  (Pembroketh.) 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dillon.  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dann,  Sir  William 

EUiB,  Thos.  Edw.(Merionethah.) 

Farqohanon,  Dr.  Robert 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Oavan,  W.) 

Fenvick,  Charlea 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William  (Dublin) 


ATES. 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Gibney,  James 

Oourley,  Sir  Edward  Temperley 
Haldane,  Kichard  Burdtm 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timo^  M.  (N.  Lou^ 
Hedder«-ick,  Thomas  Charles  H. 
Hemphill,  Bt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Jones ,  Wil  Ham  (Oamar  t  onshire) 
Keaxley,  Hudson  E. 
Knox,  Edmund  Francis  Vesey 
liambert,  George 
Law80ii,SirWilfrid  (Cumbland) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-Georg»,  David 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 
Hacaleeae,  Daniel 
MacKeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthnr,  William 
M<Donnell,Dr.M.A.(Qiieen's  C.) 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 


MoTley,Rt.Hon.John(1llontroie) 
Mumaghan,  George 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 
Nuawy,  Thomaa  Willans 
O'Brien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperaiy) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
PickerseiU,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joeeph 
Provand,  Andrew  Ihyburg^ 
Robeon,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-oifTeee) 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (W estmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  P(nagal,W.) 
Tanner,  Charlea  Keazns 
Tuite,  Jamee 

Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
AVhittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilaon,  Heniv  J.  (York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbro*) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TsLLBas  FOB  THE  ATB8,Mr. Weir 
and  Mr.  CaldweU 


Adand-Hood,  0^  Sir  A.  F.  | 
Arnold,  Alfred  1 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  0.  ! 
Atkimwri,  Rt.  Hon.  John  { 
BaUoar,Bt  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r)  | 
Banbiuy,  fVederick  George  1 
Bartley,  Oeo^  C.  T. 
Bathom^  Bcm.  Allen  Benjamin ! 


NOES. 

Beach3t.H0D.  Sir  M.  H.  (Brstl.)  | 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithful  | 
Blundell,  Colonel  Hemr  I 
Bowles,T.  Gibson  (King's  Lynn)  | 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John  j 
Campbell,  James  A. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  lann.)  I 


OaTendish  V.  C.W.  (DerbydutB) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J,  (Brm.) 
Charrington.  Spencer 
Clare,  Uctarins  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (nnaonth) 
Cochranp,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  E. 
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Coghill,  Doodbi  Harry 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jetee 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.,  Athol« 
CooV,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Qla^v) 
Cripps  Charles  Alfred 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry. 
Ciiraon,Rt.HD.O.  N  .{Lno.,S.W.) 
Corzon,  Viacount  (Bucks.) 
Dane,  Bichard  M. 
DaTenport,  "W.  (Bromley) 
Dilke  Kt.  Hon.  8ir  Charles 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Halph 
DoringtoQ,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drags,  Geottrey 
Daneombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Egertim,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fardell,  Thomas  Geo^ 
Kellowea,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
FerguBson,Rt.Hn.  Sir  J.(iliicV) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Baiuut^pu 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Fortescne 
Flower,  Eme«t 
Garflt,  William 
Oedge,  Sydney 
Godson,  Augustus  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goflchen,  George  J.  (Snssez) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (Weat  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD.  (Wednesb'y) 
GreTiUe,  Captain 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbun-,  Rt  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  J'ohn  Henniker 
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Helder,  Aurnstna 
Hill,Rt.Hn!liord  Arthur  (Down) 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  Raleigh 
Houston,  R.  I'. 
Howell,  WUliam  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hutton.  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.) 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Hrat<m 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenny,  William 
Kenyon,  James 
Knowles,  I«eea 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawsoQ,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Loa,  Sir  Thomas  (Londondeny) 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H,  (Somerset} 
Lockwood,U.-Col.  A.  R.  (Emx) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  EraUne 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (L'pool.) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  James  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
&U(»Ttney.  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  Suim  Camming 
Maclure,  John  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,  Sir  Herbert  E. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Meysey-Tbompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mihter,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Hilton,  Viscount 
Hilward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckt^,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Morray.RtHn.  A.Graham  (Bute) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Pease,  Arthur  (Darlington) 
Ponder,  James 
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Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Hig^s,  Frederick 
Plunkett.  Hon.  Horace  Curaon 
Pollock,  Hanr  Frederick 
Pryce-Jones,  Edwvd 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Jomei 

Basch,  Major  Frederic  Came 

Richardson,  Thomas 
Ridlcy,Rt.Hon.,Sir  Matthew  W. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rnssell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  8.  (Limchouse) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaipe,  William  Edward  T. 
Ebnith,  Abel  H.  (Chiiitchurch) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Stnitt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedle^ 
Sturt,  Hon.  Hum^ry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbnm,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
I'omlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Mniray 
Wankljm,  James  Leslie 
Warkwoiib,  Lord 
WebBter,SirR.E.(Isle  of  Wight) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Willox,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Jdin  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,  Edmnnd  R.  (Baihl 
Wortley,  Rt.'Hon.  0.  B.  Stnart- 
Wyndluun,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tkllbbs  for  thb  Kobs,  Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Ur. 
Anstmther. 


DTNAIOTARDS  (RBLBABB). 

Sis  henry  HOWORTH  (Salford, 
S.)  proposed  another  Amendment — at 
the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the 
words ; — 

"  And  we  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty 
that,  in  our  opinion,  the  explanation  given  by 
the  Govenmient  to  justify  the  release  of  the 
dynamitards  is  inadequate,  and  is  calculated  to 
encourage  a  recrudescence  of  that  form  of 
crimei" 

He  said  he  thought  that  this  Amend- 
ment had  a  gravity  and  importance 
which  hardly  attached  to  any  other 
Amendment  on  the  Paper.  The  interest 
of  them  all — and  this  was  the  question 
at  issue— was  the  integrity  of  justice  of 
which  that  House  was  the  ultimate 
guardian.  By  the  integrity  of  justice 
uid  its  protection  several  things  might 


be  meant.  It  might  mean  protection 
E^;ain8t  overt  and  crude  attacks  such  as 
were  made  in  ruder  days,  and  which  were 
no  longer  possible,  and  which  were  there- 
fore no  longer  a  danger.  Or  it  might 
mean  protection  against  more  insidious 
attacks  by  which  justice  was  made  sub* 
servient  to  the  exigencies  of  political 
strategy.  A  very  profiigate  instance  of 
this  kind  was  the  reopening  of  the 
Maamtrasna  trials.  [/ruA  criu  of 
"  Oh  1 "]  But  there  were  other  reasons 
why  this  protection  was  needed  which 
did  not  involve  any  moral  obliquity,  and 
which  therefore  perhaps  had  a  more 
sinister  portent.  He  meant  the  undue 
interference  by  the  authorities  at  the 
Home  Office  with  the  decisions  of  Courts 
of  Justice,  the  responsibilitira  of  jtuies, 
and  with  the  judgments  of  Judges.  In 
this  countiy  they  had  secured  what  no 
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other  country  had  Buoceeded  in  ■ecnring 
— a  wiMCTiline  'fype  of  citizen  to  i^m 
they  could  intrust  the  jury  system  of 
the  country.  They  perhaps  had  certain 
racial  instincts  for  the  work,  but  they 
had  certainly  trained  a  dass  of  men  who 
were  conrageouB  and  who  were  .careful 
in  their  judgments,  and  anything  that 
tended  to  lessen  the  sense  of  responsi- 
bility in  these  men — anything  that  led 
them  to  think  that  the  hand  behind  the 
screen,  not  always  with  due  responsi* 
bility,  might  intervene  to  dislocate  and 
sophisticate  the  results  of  their  careful 
consideration  and  of  their  work,  might 
lead  to  dangers  and  difficulties  which 
they  could  scarcely  foresee.  If  juries 
b^n  to  fancy  their  work  may  be  re> 
vised  presently  by  others,  the  care  and 
courage  they  had  hitherto  shown  would 
begin  to  fail,  end  there  would  be  a  feel- 
ing that  their  carelessness  or  want  of 
cours^  in  critical  cases  would  presently 
be  remedied  by  other  hands.  This  was 
the  particular  danger  to  which  his  re- 
marks would  be  chiefly  directed.  When 
his  right  hon.  Friend  in  August  last  re- 
leased from  prison  four  persons  all  con- 
victed of  desperate  crimes  at  one 
moment,  and  released  them  at  a  time 
when  most  Members  of  the  House  had 
left  London  and  it  was  impossible  to 
raise  any  issue  in  the  House — ["hear, 
hear  ! "}— there  was  a  certain  troubled 
feeling  went  over  the  country,  and  was 
reflected  in  all  portions  of  the  Press. 
He  had  means  of  testing  this  feeling  in 
another  way,  for  he  ventured  to  write 
two  or  three  letters  to  TIte  Times  on  the 
subject — ["  hear,  hear  I  "  and  laughter] 
— and  he  received  from  all  parts  of  the 
Empire  letters  from  men  of  consequence 
and  influence,  all  of  them  sympathetic, 
all  exhibiting  a  certain  anxiety  about  the 
particular  course  the*  Home  Secretary 
had  deemed  it  right  to  follow.  Before 
he  addressed  himself  to  the  immediate 
question,  there  were  two  personal  ques* 
tions  he  wished  to  mention.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  would  bear  him  out  when 
he  said  that  in  all  the  years  they  had 


known  each  other  there  had  never  been 
a  breath  of  personal  difference  betwew 

them.  One  other  personal  issue  he  would 
mention  with  another  right  hon.  Friend, 
who,  speaking  at  Manchester  the  other 
day  on  the  course  Lord  Londonderry  and 
he  (Sir  Henry)  had  deemed  it  right  to 
take,  said  that  what  had  been  done  vir- 
tually amounted  to  some  imputation  on 
the  integrity  and  honour  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend.  He  could  not  possibly  un- 
derstand how  such  an  opinion — 

Thb  first  lord  or  thb  TREA- 
SURY: What  I  said  at  Manchester  bo 
far  as  I  remember  was  that  if,  after  the 
statement  I  then  made  in  public,  on  my 
honour  as  a  gentleman,  anybody  re- 
peated that  accusation,  he  would  be  dis- 
graced by  it,  and  I  should  not.  [Cheers.] 

Sm  H.  HOWORTH  said  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  serious  matter — a  very  serious 
matter — if,  whenever  any  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  policy  or  as  to  the 
prudence  of  a  certain  pul^c  action  arose 
between  himself  and  any  of  his  right  hon. 
Friends  who  happened  to  be  in  positions 
of  great  responsibility — if  he  were  to  be 
precluded  from  criticisii^  that  conduct 
or  policy,  because  he  would  be  charged 
with  making  some  attack  which,  in  some 
way,  would  convey  an  imputation  of 
dishonour. 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  I  am  most  reluctant  to  interrupt 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  remarks,  but  I 
want  him  to  clearly  understand  I  made 
no  criticism  on  what  had  passed  before 
I  spoke — no  criticism  whatever ;  but 
after  the  full  explanation  then  made  un- 
doubtedly I  considered  that  any  person 
who  repeated  that  I  knew  there  was  any 
transaction  in  the  matter,  as  the  hon. 
Gesitleman  suggested,  would  incur,  as  X 
thought,  very  serious  responsibility. 

Sm  H.  HOWORTH  said  he  had  not 
anywhere  made  any  imputation  of  any 
kind — he  could  not  make  an  imputation 
— in  the  House  or  out  of  it  affecting  the 
honour  and  character  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend.  That  character,  both  in  the 
[Fourth  Day. 
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House  and  outside  the  House,  was  abso- 
lutely beyond  suspicion.  ["  Hear,  hear  1"] 
He  had  questioned,  and  did  still  question, 
the  prudence  of  the  policy  he  adopted 
on  a  certain  occasion — a  policy  vhich  in- 
volved a  reversal  of  the  poli(7'  of  two 
other  right  hon.  Friends,  both  of  whom 
had  decided  on  different  occasions  in  a 
matter  closdy  connected  with  this  par- 
ticular issue.  In  no  criticism  he  and  his 
friends  proposed  to  make  ^ras  there  the 
least  thought  or  hint  of  causing  an  issue 
that  involved  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
sinister  imputation.  That  waa  not  his 
motive  or  purpose,  but  he  did  feel  that 
if  the  Home  Office  on  this  and  other  re- 
cent occurrences  had  intervened  with  de- 
finite authority  in  a  matter  decided  by  a 
Court  of  Law  after  veiy  serious  oonsidera^ 
tiott,  then  it  waa  a  matter  which  ought 
to  be  discussed  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  and  that  under  any  circumstances 
the  matter  ought  to  be  discussed  after 
the  subject  had  been  matter  of  comment 
in  the  Press,  as  it  waa  during  the 
autumn,  and  that  it  had  better  be  raised 
from  those  Benches  than  from  the  other 
side.  The  particular  issue  he  purposed 
to  raise  was  the  dispensing  power  of  the 
Home  Office  in  eases  where  the  Queen's 
mercy  has  hitherto  been  introduced  to 
mitigate  the  sentence  of  a  Court  of  Law 
in  a  criminal  case.  The  intervention  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Queen's  mercy  was  a 
very  old,  a  patriarchal,  way  of  mitigating 
hard  cases  of  law,  and  so  long  as  it  was 
a  personal  act  of  the  Sovereign — so  long 
as  it  waa  the  act  of  King  or  Queen — ^to 
soften  certain  acerbities  of  the  law  there 
was  little  or  no  ground  of  complaint. 
But  directly  it  became  a  vicarious  act 
it  became  much  less  gracious,  and  cer- 
tain elements  of  danger  and  difficulty 
had  become  attached  to  it.  The  first  of 
thm  elements  of  danger  and  difficulty 
was  that  when  the  exercise  of  the  prero- 
gative of  mercy  became  attached  to  a 
political  officer  he  was  eventually  at  the 
mercy  of  a  large  number  of  outside  in- 
fluences, which  it  required  a  man  of 
strong  character  always  to  resist.  It 
was  extremely  indecent  that  in  a  number 
Sir  ff.  Howorth* 


of  cases  discussed  in  the  Press  the  politi- 
cal or  private  friends  of  prisoners  diould 
bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Home 
Secretary  to  exercise  the  powers  which 
he  possessed.  [Mr.  DAvrrr:  "What 
about  Dr.  Jameson  and  his  friends  1" 
"  Hear,  hear !  "]  These  applications 
placed  the  Home  Secretary  in  a  position 
of  great  difficulty,  and  his  powers,  unless 
limited  by  v^  precise  rules  and  to  & 
very  small  number  of  peculiar  cases, 
would  be  very  dangerous  in  the  hands  of 
a  man  who  had  not  the  high  character 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend.  In  the  parti- 
cular cases  to  which  he  was  referring  the 
Home  Secretary's  action  was  open  to 
criticism  on  several  grounds.  In  the  first 
place  it  was  extremely  unfortunate  that 
the  release  of  these  four  men  should  have 
taken  place  at  a  time  when  it  was  impos- 
sible that  the  subject  could  be  discussed 
in  Pariiament.  [Mr.  T.  H.  Hbalt — 
"  No ;  it  was  long  before  the  House 
rose."]  The  House  was  undoubtedly 
still  sitting  at  the  time,  but  the  great 
mass  of  its  Members  had  left  London. 
It  was  on  August  16  that  the  Home  See> 
retary  announced  in  the  House  that  he 
had  resolved  to  release  these  men,  and  it 
seemed  to  a  great  number  of  people  in 
this  country  that  their  release  was  in 
curious  proximity  in  point  of  time  to  the 
complacency  of  certain  politicians,  who 
were  found  to  be  extremely  complacent 
when  the  Irish  Land  Bill  was  under  di» 
cussion.  \Nationali»t  cries  of  "  Oh," 
and  laughttr.'\  All  who  knew  his  right 
hon.  Friend  knew  that  he  was  above  sus- 
picion of  any  kind,  but  it  was  a  fact  that 
organs  of  the  Press,  representing  large 
bodies  of  opinion,  commented  on  the  co- 
incidence to  which  he  had  drawn  atten- 
tion.  Then  he  could  not  think  that 
these  cases  were  cases  for  exceptional 
kindness  and  consideration.  The  crimes 
for  which  the  mm  had  been  sent  to 
prison  were  crimes  of  exceptional  gravity. 
They  were  so  considered  by  everyone 
who  had  referred  to  them  in  that  House. 
No  one  had  spoken  more  severely  about 
them  than  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  had  described  them  in  the 
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■uae  strain.  Wheb  these  crlniinais  came 
out  of  prison,  instead  of  hiding  in  cor- 
ners, ashamed  of  themselTes  and  objects 
of  shame  to  their  neighbours,  they  passed 
from  toifti  to  town  in  a  sort  of  triomphal 
progress,  acclaimed  by  a  population  de- 
moralised in  its  moral  standards.  When 
men  who  had  committed  such  crimes 
were  treated  exceptionally  by  the  autho- 
rities it  was  an  encouragement  to  people 
to  view  the  worst  of  offences  as  glorious 
and  praiseworthy  whenever  they  were 
perpetrated  from  motives  which  the 
perpetrators  chose  to  believe  heroic. 
Ue  held  that  there  was  exceptional  treat- 
ment extended  to  these  men.  In  1895 
there  was  an  average  of  4,500  prisoners 
in  the  convict  gaols  of  the  country.  Out 
of  this  number  there  were  five  prisoners 
released  in  1895  and  five  in  1896  on  the 
ground  of  the  medical  recommendations 
of  the  gaol  doctors.  But  out  of  the  en- 
tiro  category  of  nine  dynamite  prisoners, 
four  were  released  in  one  year  and  at  one 
time,  leaving  five  in  fwison.  This  was 
one  of  the  elements  in  which  there  was 
i\  distinct  difference  made  between  the 
(me  class  of  crime  and  the  other.  It  a 
choice  had  to  be  made  it  was  surely  to 
.be  made  in  the  interests  of  men  who 
under  some  momentary  impulse  or  capri- 
cious associations  had  committed  crime, 
rather  than  in  the  interests  of  men  who 
luid  prepared  and  elaborated  infamous 
designs  to  destroy  large  towns  and  the 
l>eople  who  inhabited  them.  But  that 
was  not  all.  The  fact  that  these  men 
had  friends  and  political  allies  outside- 
had  led  to  the  appointment  of  one  com- 
mission of  doctors  after  another — ["  no, 
no  "] — ^until  there  had  been  five  commis- 
sions inquiring  into  the  condition  of 
these  men.  ["  No,  ^o."j  Tliere  was 
here  a  distinct  and  very  different  method 
of  treatment  in  the  case  of  those  ci-imi- 
nnls  from  that- which  yms  adopted'iu  the 
c«m  of  the  ordinary  criminids.  It  wok 
somewhat  "noteworthy  that  we  hiij  not 
in  this  country  doctors  who  were  spe- 
cialists appointed  to  make  periodical 
visits  to  all  prisoners  reiK>rtetl  to  them 
VOL.  XLV.  [foi  kth  sbrib-h.] 


by  the  ordinary  gaol  doctors,  and  whose 
duty  it  shoitild  be  to  examine  and  report 

irrespective  of  any  outside  pressure.  As 
to  the  medical  condition  of  these  priso- 
ners, he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  could 
not  quite  understand  the  theory  on 
which  his  right  hon.  Frieftd  based  his 
action.  Hitherto,  he  beUeved,  this 
special  intervoition  had  been  limited  to 
those  cases  where  a  man's  death  was 
imminent ;  otherwise  the  ordinary  course 
in  all  cases  of  long  sentences  was  to 
make  a  quinquennial  examination  in 
regular  order,  and  to  make  in  those 
cases  where  good  conduct  could  be  al- 
leged, a  reduction  of  the  sentence.  The 
exceptional  intervention  of  the  Home 
Office  only  arose  in  cases  of .  inuninent 
deuth.  ["  No,  no. "J  He  ihade  that 
statement  on  the  high  authority  of  Sir 
Edmund  Du  Cano. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  What  about  the 
bank  forgers! 

Hm  H.  HOWOKTH  said  that  hitherto 
it  had  not  been  the  custom  to  release  a 
prisoner  because  he  happened  to  have 
fjone  out  of  his  mind.  The  proper  place 
,for  such  a  prisoner  was  Broadmoor. 
["  Oh,  oh.  "J  The  country  had  provided 
a  special  pUce  and  a  special  method  of 
treatment  for  prisoneirs  who  lost  their 
reason.  Why,  then,  should  two  priso- 
ners who  were  lunatics  be  turned  out 
into  society  when  the  proper  place  fox 
them  was  Broadmoor?  But.  was  it  cer- 
tain that  these  men  were  mad  at  all? 
["  Oh  I'']  The  evidence  was  of  the 
strangest  character.  They  had  had  the 
reports  of  four  doctors  on  four  different 
occasions,  in  addition  to  those  of  the 
inedioil  inspector  of  the  gaol ;  and  every 
one  of  theai  testified  that  these  men 
were  shamming  madness.  And,  when 
his  right  hon.  Friend  came  into  office 
in  February  of  Iftst  year,  he  reported  in 
that  House  that  he  had  put  the  Case 
upetially  before  I)r.  Maudsley  and  Pr, 
Nicholson,  and  that  these  two  specialists 
had  both  reported  to  him  that  these 
men  had  been  shamming,  and  that  they 
had  not  suffered  in  any  way,  either  men- 
i  tally  or  bodily,  during  the  years  of  their 

j     p  [Fourth  Day. 
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iucarceratiou.  Dr.  Maudsley,  he  under- 
stood, mode  ft  fresh  report  in  August  last 
in  coujuuctiou  with  another  medical  offi- 
cer, and  in  this  he  had  reported  in  a 
sense  which  at  present  he  could  not 
gauge,  because  the  report  had  not  been 
published.  But  if  it  was  on  the  testi- 
mony of  Dr.  Maudsley  that  these  men 
were  released  from  prison,  they  had  the 
GTideuce  of  these  last  three  days  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  when  one  of  these 
four  men — ^Daly — wos  actually  sitting 
underneath  the  gallery  after  having  had 
triumphal  processions  in  different  parts 
of  Ireland — [Xational'ist  cheers\ — and 
being  the  hero  of  one  banquet  after 
another,  and  making  speeches  which  in 
the  Irish  papers  occupied  three  columns 
["  Hear,  hear,"  from  the  Nationalists. \ 
Yes,  hon.  Gentlemen  cried  "  hear,  hear," 
but  the  only  jostification  for  the  release 
of  the  prisoners  was  that  they  were 
either  mad  or  on  the  point  of  death. 
What  was  the  value  of  Dr.  Maudsley's 
report  when  he  was  completely  at  issue 
with  the  reports  of  all  other  Commis- 
Hionera  who  had  examined  into  their  con- 
dition in  the  course  of  the  last  nine  or 
ten  years?  Who  was  to  say  that  these 
men  who  shammed  madness  so  well  were 
not  shamming  at  this  moment,  and  that 
they  had  been  released  on  the  testimony 
and  hy  the  advice  of  a  doctor  whose  judg> 
ment  had  been  proved  to  be  utterly 
worthless  by  the  presence  in  this  House 
of  the  individual  on  whom  he  passed 
judgment  ?  [Cheers.]  He  complained 
very  mOch  of  the  reticence  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend  in  this  matter.  The  Ameri- 
can papers  of  the  last  seven  months  had 
been  full  of  the  vilest  and  most  abomi- 
nable imputations  against  the  predecessor 
in  office  of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  and 
against  the  gaolers  and  doctors  and  other 
officers.  "  Bloody  Asquith  " — [lauffhter] 
— was  a  heading  that  occurred  continu- 
ously. *'  The  Ruffian  Asquith  "^taug/^ 
/<r}— was  another  prominent  head-line. 
[Interruption  from  Nationalist  mem- 
bf.rs.] 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  must  ask  hon. 
Members  to  give  the  hon.  Member  who 

Sirll.  Uoworth. 


is  addressing  the  House  a  fair  and  proper 
hearing. 

Sm  H.  HOWORTH  said  that 
these  phrases  might  arouse  laughter  on 

the  other  side,  but  when  they  were  ao- 
oompanied  by  phrases  involving  flattery 
to  officials  who  happened  to  sit  on  the 
Ministerial  side  at  present,  and  for 
whom  they  all  had  the  highest  respect,  he 
oould  not  help  feeling  that  these  phrases 
were  rather  a  shame  to  the  Miuisteri^  side 
which  they  oould  by  no  means  be  proud  of. 
He  and  his  Friends  felt  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  when  in  office 
was*  cheered  v^  loudly  from  tho 
Unionist  benches  for  his  cour^eoiw  con- 
duct— doubly  courageous  considering  the 
pressure  behind  him.  [Ministerial 
cheers.^  That  pressure  was  far  greater 
than  any  which  could  bo  felt  by  the  pre- 
sent Home  Secretary ;  and  he  and  his 
Friends  did  not  like  to  think  that  this 
reversal  of  the  decision  of  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  opposite  might  have  the  very 
painful  result  that  no  future  Liberal 
Home  Secretary  would  dare  to  face  the 
responsibility  and  difficulty  of  resisting 
pressure  from  behind,  because  he  would 
be  told  that  others  would  do  what  he  had 
been  courageous  enough  to  refuse  to  do# 
[Cheers.]  Not  only  ought  the  predecea* 
Bors  of  the  present  Home  Secretary  to  bo 
considered,  but  the  officials  of  the  gaols 
also.  Th^  had  been  denounced  in 
shameless  langu^^e — \c1ieers\ — and  had 
been  accused  of  the  basest  cruelty.  If 
those  charges  were  true,  the  prison 
officials  ought  to  be  removed  from  their 
offices.  If  they  were  not,  then  the  natural 
guardiui  and  protector  of  the  officials — 
the  Home  Secretary — ought  immediately 
to  give  an  answer  which  would  be  com- 
plete— an  answer  based  on  the  docu- 
ments in  his  lumds  proving'  the  whole  of 
the  charges  to  be  utterly:  slanderous. 
[Chetrs.]  He  could  not  understand  why 
there  should  bo  any  hesitation  about, 
publishing  the  doctors'  R^H>rts  in  Uiese 
cases.  In  a  Court  of  law,  where  a  doctor 
was  called  to  prove  anything  his  evidence 
was  published.   Over  and  over  again  in 
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the   Biue-books   doctors'   Reports  had 
been  pubtished.   The  doctor  was  acting 
in  a  perfectly  rcnponsible  manner;  he 
was  paid  a  feo  for  his  opinion,  and  in 
these  critical  cases — it  was  not  necessary 
in  ordinary  cases — where  special  Com- 
missions of  Inquiry  had  been  appointed 
and  where  a  great  deal  of  public  dis- 
cussion had  taken  place,  the  doctors' 
opinions  ought  to  bo  published.-  This 
might  seem  a  small  matter  if  it  were 
limited  to  the  case  of  the  four  d3rnamiter8. 
But  there  were  other  cases  where  public 
opinion  had  been  inclined  to  the  belief 
that  the  benevol^ce  of  the  Home  OfHce 
had  been  Oi  stain  upon  the  previous  tra- 
ditions of  that  office.    Though  it  might 
be  quite  right  now  to  have  a  kind  of  Star 
Chamber  on  a  small  scale,  whose  inquiries 
and  decisions  were  secret,  and  based  on 
secret  eridence,  and  whose  duties  were 
to  rerise  the  findings   of   Judges  and 
jiu-ies  arrircd  at  in  open  Court,  face  to 
face  with  the  witnesses  and  the  evidence, 
yet  it  might  be  that  seeds  were  being 
sown  which  would  presently  have  bitter 
fruit  whoa  some  one,  without  the  high 
character  and  antecedents  of  tho  present 
Home  Secretary,  occupied  his  office.  For 
that  reason  many  felt  that  it  would  be 
very  expedient  if  some  Royal  Commission 
were  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
system  under  which  the  supervision  of 
ordinary  criminals  was  now  conducted 
by  the  Home  Office  officials.  It  would  be 
a  good  thing  if  some  set  of  rules  were 
drawn  up  by  which  the  personal  equa- 
tion of  the  Home  Secretary  for  the  time 
being  should  be  restricted.   He  had  tried 
to  show  why  the  exercise  of  the  Home 
Secretuy's  judgment  in  this  particular 
case  Kad  not   been  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained to  those  who  looked  with  great 
suspicion  upon  tho  interference  with  the 
ordinary  course  of  justice  by  the  Home 
Office.     Ho  hoped  that  ho  had  not 
■aid    a    word    which  ,  woxild  imply 
that  the  integrity  of  the  Home  Sec- 
retary   was   questioned  in  any  way. 
They  differed  &om  the  judgment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  matter,  and 
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they  would  continue  to  differ  from  it ; 
but  it  wuB  due  to  himself  to  repeat  tho 
protest  he  had  made  at  an  early  stage  of 
his  speech,  that  in  raising  this  discussiQn 
he  meant  to  cast  no  imputation  on  tho 
Home  Secretary.  If  there  was  any  wonl 
or  expression  of  his  that  bore  any  other 
sense  he  hoped  it  would  be  cancelled. 

Tub  first  LORD  of  trh  TRE.\- 
SURY :    The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  ended  his  speech  by  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that,  if  any  phrase  of 
his  was  regarded  as  an  imputation  upon 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Seo- 
retary,  that  phrase  might  be  erased.  Sir, 
the  whole  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
from  the  first  to  the  last  word  he  uttered, 
was  not  merely  an  imputation  upon  the 
judgment  of  my  right  hon.  Friend — 
which  he  was  perfectly  at  liberty  to  call 
in  question — ^but  it  was  an  imputation 
upon  the  honour,  not  only  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  but  of  every  man  that  sits 
upon   this   Bench.    \Chefra.'\    I  shall 
leave  my  right  hon.  Friend  on  a  subse- 
quent day — for  this  Debate  will  not 
conclude  to-night — to  deal  in  detail  with 
the  statements  of  the  hon.  Gentleman ; 
but  I  cannot  allow  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  said  to  pass  for  one  moment 
without  stating  on  my  own  behalf  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  that  I 
r^iard  the  imputation  he  has  deliberately 
(thrown    upon    us  —  by  insinuation, 
perhaps,  more  than  by  direct  statement, 
but  insinuations  that  could  not  be  mis- 
taken in  any  part  of  the  House — [cheerii] 
■ — ^that  I  regard  those  imputations  as 
utterly  unworthy  of  a  Member  of  the 
Party  to  which  he  belongs — \rentwed 
chur$\ — and  that  either  we  who  sit  upon 
this  Bench  are  unfit  to  lead  the  Party 
any  longer,  or  else  he  himself  would  have 
found  some  difficulty  in  following  us. 
[Irith  eheert.'\   The  hon.  Gentleman, 
from  beginning  to  end  of  his  speech,  has 
either  stated  or  insinuated  in  unmistak- 
able terms  that  the  action  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secretary  in  re- 
leasing the  four  dynamiters  in  August 
last  was  dictated,  not  by  his  duty  as 
Q  {Fourth  Day. 
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Home  Secretary,  but  by  his  iiitereBts  as 
a  politiciun.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Ho  hue 
Btated,  or  he  has  infeiimated,  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  hoa  started  a  new 
principle  of  policy  iu  the  Home  Ofiice. 
He  has  stated,  or  he  has  insinuated,  that 
uiy  right  hon.  Friend  has  constituted 
himself,  for  the  first  time  iu  the  histoiy 
of  the  Home  Office,  a  kind  of  court  of 
appeal — [crie*  of  "Star  Chamber"] — 
yes,  "Star  Chamber";  that  was  the 
phrase  of  the  hon.  Gentleman — that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  constituted  himself 
the  chief  of  a  secret  court,  or  Star 
Chamber,  whose  deliberations  are  L-arried 
on  far  from  the  public  gaze,  and  whose 
verdicts  are  given,  not  in  consonance 
with  justice  or  with  the  criminal  law  of 
the  country,  but  in  order  to  serve  the 
particular  Party  ends  of  a  particular 
Party  at  a  particular  moment.  ["  Hear, 
heart"]  I  do  not  know  whether 
lie  thought  the  head  of  that  Star 
Chamber  acted  or  did  not  act  in  concert 
with  his  colleagues.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  hoiL  Gentleman  supposed 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  said  to  him- 
wlf  in  the  secrecy  of  his  chamber — 

"  It  xaxs  help  the  QovernmeDt  to  let  oat  this 
nun  or  that  man,  and  I  will  do  it  witlioat 
consultation  with  my  colleagues," 

or  whether,  on  the  other  hand,  he  8ui»- 
posed  my  right  hon.  Friend  came  to  the 
Cabinet  and  said — 

"  It  may  be  desirable  at  the  present  moment 
to  conciliate  this  section  or  that  section  of  our 
political  opponents,  and  I  think  I  could  so 
inanipidate  nwdkal  reports  that  a  plausible 
case  miglit  be  made  out  for  a  release,  and  if 
my  colleagues  tluok  it  desirable  I  am  ready  to 
carry  it  out" 

I  know  not  which  of  these  hypotheses  is 
accepted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  But 
one  of  the  two  must  be  accepted  by  him. 
Either  he  thinks  my  right  hun.  Frii'ud  is 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  place  he 
occupies,  or  he  thinks  my  right  hon. 
Friend  is  one  of  the  band  of  conspirators 
who  are  perfectly  ready  to  sell  the 
honour  of  their  country  for  a  temporary 
Fxrai  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 


Parliamentary  triumph.    [Cheers.]  Sir, 
let  me  tell  the  hon.  Gentlemaa  that 
so  long  as  he  confines  himself  to  an 
attack  upon  the  administrative  abiUty  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend,  whatever  else  ve 
may  have  thoi^ht  of  Imd,  we  should  not 
think  that  he  was  going  beyond  tho 
bounds  which  ought  to   limit  Parlia- 
mentary criticism,  eren  Parliamentaiy 
criticism    that    comes    from  those 
who  are  opposed  to  us  in  politics. 
["  Hear,  hear  1  "]    But  when  he  attacks, 
not  the  prudence  or  the  discretion 
of    a    particular    Minister,    or  the 
prudence  or  the  discretion  of  the  Cabinet 
as  a  whole,  but  their  honour  as  pf)li- 
ticians  and  as  men,  then,  in  my  judg- 
ment, he  oversteps  the  limits.  [Cheert.] 
I  will  only  content  myself  to-night  with 
one   statement,  for  the  time  is  brief, 
and    I    do    not    mean    to  discuss 
the  medical  reports  as  to  the  health 
of    this    criminal    or    that  criminal. 
Let  mc  only  conclude  by  saying  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  never  consulted  his 
colleagui»  upon  the  decision  \i-hich  fae 
came  to,  and  that  the  invariable  tradi- 
tion of  the  office  to  which  he  belongs  i> 
that  such  decisions  should  be  taken  upoD 
the  authority  of  th&  Minister,  and  upon 
his  alone.  [C/ieer*.]  I  believe  my  right 
hon.  Friend  was  actuated  by  a  sound  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter,  but  that  whether 
he  was  right  or  whether  he  was  wroog 
he  initiated  no  new  practice,  he  started 
no  new  principles,  but  he  followed  with 
imdeyiatiug  fidelity  the  traditions  which 
have  regulated  the  great  office  of  which 
he  is  head,  not  for  one  Ministry,  nor  for 
two  Ministries,  but  for  generations.  Sir, 
that  statement  which  I  make  now  to  the 
House  I  have  made  in  public  before,  and 
that  statement  was  before  the  hon. 
Gentleman  before  he  uttered  the  words 
to  which  we  have  listened.  ["Hear, 
hear ! "]    I  have  no  hope  that  by  repeat- 
ing those  woi'ds  I  shall  affect  bis  jil^ 
ment  or  the  judgment  of  any  other  man. 
if  another  man  there  be  who  is  ready  to 
follow  him  in  the  line  of  ailment  which 
he  has  adopted  tc^night ;  but  I  am  con- 
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Tinced  that,  speaking  as  I  do  not  merely 
to  friraidB,  but  to  opponentB}  there  is 
not  a  man  in  this  House  except  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  is  not  prepared  to  accept 
with  absolute  credence  the  statement 
which  I  have  now  made  upon  mj  honour 
as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  [Zn/ud 
eheera.^ 

Mr.  JAMES  LQWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  thought  it  was  nutter  for  r^et 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  imported 
into  the  discussion  a  warmth  which  was 
scarcely  called  for  by  the  speech  to  which 
he  responded.  Ho  had  listened  very 
carefully  to  the  remarks  of  his  hon. 
Friend  behind  him,  and  if  he  were  to 
criticise  them  he  should  say  that  with 
a  reiteration,  which  was,  he  thought, 
uncalled  for,  he  had  not  in  any  shape 
or  form  made  any  attack  upon  the  Home 
Secretary  except  in  respect  of  his  juc^ 
ment.  [LauglUer.^  His  l^on.  Friend 
made  no  attack  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  chuniutcr  or  Iionuur.  The 
Hume  Secreta^  had  cxplaiutHl  his  nwu 
view  of  the  situatiou  ou  more  thatx  one 
occasion,  and  he  had  placed  these  pri- 
soners in  a  category  which  they  had 
never  been  in  before — that  of  political 
prisoners. 

Sm  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY: 
Xo. 

Mb.  JAM£S  LOWTHER  :  Do  I  undei^ 
stand  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  deny 
that? 

Sm  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY: 

Certainly ;  I  have  always  denied  it. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  said  he  was 
very  glad  then  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  enabling  his  right  hon.  Friend  to  give 
a  more  emphatic  contradiction  to  the 
statement  contained  in  "  Hansard  "  (page 
415)  to  the  effect  that  on  February  14th, 
1896,  he  said  that  the  ground  upon 
which  hon.  Mmbers  had  asked  for  this 
amnesty  was  because  it  was  said  that 
these  men  were  political  prisoners ;  that 
he  was  willing  to  admit  that  a  diBtinction 
might  properly  be  drawn  between  poli- 
tical and  other  prisoners ;  and  that  he 
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was  willing  to  admit,  that  these  men 
might  be  properly  regarded  in  the  light 
of  being  political  prisoners  because  they 
were  tried  under  the  Treason  Felony  Act. 
If  that  was  not  putting  them  in  the  calc> 
gory  of  political  prisoners  he  should  like 
to  know  what  was.  Doubtless,  from 
what  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  said  that 
report  was  inaccurate— [/aujy/iier] — but 
it  had  been  in  the  library  of  the  House 
for  II  months,  and  he  thought  his  right 
hon.  Friend  should  have  taken  some 
public  opportunity,  other  than  that  of 
au  interjection  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent Debate,  of  contradicting  that  state- 
ment of  "Hansard."  His  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Home  Secretary  also  wi id,  (Hi 
August  16th,  1895  (page  :i23  of  "  Han- 
sard") that  he  was  not  going  to  argue 
whether  these  were  political  prisoners 
or  not,  these  men  were  tried  under  the 
Treason  Felony  Act — a  statement  which 
was  nearly  upon  all  fours  with  that  to 
which  he  had  already  referred.  He  pni- 
tested  against  the  notion  that  Meuibers 
were  to  be  debarred  from  expressing 
their  honest  o]iinion  ufmn  the  public 
acts  of  a  Minister  because  he  liai>iM.'iinl 
to  be  ii  political  associate.  He  contended 
that  prison  doctors  were  likely  to  be 
more  reliable  authorities  upon  malinger- 
ing than  the  most  eminent  private  practi- 
tioners. 

Sib  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY 
said  that,  in  the  case  of  the  four  pri- 
soners, the  report  upon  which  he  acted, 
in  the  first  instance,  was  that  of  the 
Chief  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisons.  He 
was  BO  impressed  by  his  report  that  he 
thought  it  should  be  strengthened  by 
the  highest  medical  opinion. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  said  the 
Home  Secretary  seemed  to  think  that 
when  a  prisoner  was  suffering  from  in- 
sanity his  duty  was  to  let  him  loose  on 
society.  If  these  men  were  insane,  they 
should  have  been  sent  to  Broadmoor, 
especially  if  their  insanity  took  the  form 
of  homicidal  tendeney.  No  one  would 
question  the  motives  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,    but    his    judgm^t  was 
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leriously  questioned.    When  they  were 
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brought  to  his  knowledge  he  always  con- 
tradicted the  sinister  rumours  rife 
throi^;hout  the  country  diuing  the  re- 
cess in  consequence  of  the  apparently 
unaccountable  release  of  these  prisoners. 
It  was  rumoured  that  the  policy  of  the 
Government  had  changed,  that  they  had 
throTO  over  their  own  supporters,  that 
they  had  flung  to  the  winds  their  obliga- 
tion to  the  owners  of  land  in  Ireland, 
and  were  now  going  to  kill  their  foes 
with  kindness,  and  were  going  to  rely 
for  support  on  the  representatives  of 
what  were  called  the  bulk  of  the  Irish 
people.  The  failure  of  justice  at  the 
Old  Bailey  was  associated  with  a  general 
tendency  of  that  kind.  He  thought  his 
hon.  Friend  was  justified  in  making  the 
statement  he  had.  \Vhat  was  the  line 
the  House  of  Commons  ought  to  take 
in  this  matter?  He  hoped  he  had  al- 
ready enaliled  the  Home  Secretary  to 
withdraw  from  "  Hansard  "  what  was  a 
very  Ufjiy  blot  upon  its  pages — ^namely, 
the  endorsement,  for  the  firfit  time  by  a 
responftible  Minister  of  the  Crown,  that 
persons  who  flung  dynamite,  right,  left 
and  centre,  amongst  innocent  persons 
were  to  be  thot^ht  guilty  of  a  political 
crime.  He  hoped  also  the  House  of 
Commons  would  allow  no  doubt  to  re- 
mnin  on  the  public  mind  that  this  must 
ni>t  be  done  again.  He  confessed  having 
grave  doubts  whether  they  should  not 
find,  under  some  pretext  or  other,  more 
of  these  dangerous  persons  let  loose  on 
B<Kriety.  What  was  the  ground  the 
Home  Secretary  took  now  in  resisting 
the  demand  for  further  releases?  His 
right  hon.  Friend,  instead  of  saying  that 
he  liad  already  burned  his  fingers  by 
lintening  to  the  Gentlemen  opposite,  and 
that  he  had  no  wish  to  have  a  repetition 
of  his  recent  experiences — did  whati 
lie  said  only  two  days  ago : 

"  It  hai  b«en  a  very  great  source  of  regret 
to  mj-iielf  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  my 
way  to  rec«iiiunend  the  exercise  of  Her 
Majeaty'd  prerogative  of  mercy  towards  these 
treasoo-feloDy  prisoaers  noir  in  Portland.  I 

Mr.  James  Lowtker. 


am  afraid  I  am  not  able  to  give  any  asBiniiM 
at  the  present  moment  that  would  be  estii^ 
satiifactMy  to  hon.  Gentlonen  t^tpodte." 

If  tliat  was  tho  spirit  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemaa  approached  his  duties, 
they  did  not  know  what  day  they  might 
not  hear  that  a  further  consignment  of 
criminal  lunatics  had  been  let  loose  oa 
society.  He  thought  the  thanks  of  the 
House  were  due  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Salford  for  having  brought  this  question 
in  a  temperate  manner  before  them. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Mioiasl 
Davitt,  the  Debate  was  adjourned  till 
Monday  next. 


VOLCXTARY  SCH00I5  (AID  GRANT). 

*SiR  C.  DILKE  asked  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  with  regard  to  the  second  order 
(Voluntary  Schools,  Aid  Grant,  etc.) 
which  was  down  for  Committee,  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  place  it  on 
the  Paper  for  a  later  day  tlwn  Monday 
or  Tuesday,  as  it  was  likely  to  lead  to  a 
long  Debate. 

Thi  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TRK.\- 
SURY  did  not  at  all  anticipate  that  the 
Resolution  would  be  adopted  without 
discussion,  and  he  had  no  intention  of 
bringing  it  on  until  the  Debate  on  the 
Address  had  concluded. 

Committee  deferred  till  Monday. 


MW  OF  EVIDENCE  (CRIMINAL  dSGS). 

Adjourned  Debate  on  Motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  [2lBt  January]  further 
adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


Adjourned  at  Three  miantea 
before  Twelve  o'clock  tni 
Uonday  next. 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  January  25th  1897. 


;     LORD  PENRHTtrS  QUAREIES 
j  (CORRESPONDENCE). 

Return  [presented  22ud  January]  to 
be  printed. — [No.  31.] 


QUESTIONS. 


appointments  of  new  commercial 
attach£». 

SiE  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield 
Central)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  the 
new  Commercial  Secretaries  to  European 
Embasaies  have  taken  possession  of  their 
poete,  and  if  at  every  Embassy  or  Lega- 
tion within  the  group  of  countries 
assigned  to  each  Commercial  Secretary  a 
Secretary  or  Attach^  will  be  assigned  the 
duty  of  acting  as  assistant  and  corre- 
spondent to  the  Commercial  Secretary 
when  absent ;  and,  if  Lord  Salisbury's  in- 
strnctions  to  the  Commerdal  Secretaries 
can  be  laid  uprai  the  Table,  as  well  as 
the  provisions  for  the  immediate  publica- 
tion to  the  mercantile  community  of  this 
country  of  the  infomation  they  obtain  ? 
*The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
G.  CuRZON,  Lancashire,  Southport) ;  Mr. 
Austin  Lee  has  for  some  time  been  dis- 
charging his  duties  as  Commercial  Attach^ 
at  Paris.  The  Commercial  Attach^  to 
be  stationed  at  Berlin  and  Madrid 
respeotively  have  been  appointed  and  are 
about  to  take  up  i^eir  new  posts.  The 
Ambassador  or  Minister  will  in  each  case 
decide,  in  consultation  with  the  Com- 
mercial Attach^,  what  are  the  most 
suitable  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
transaction  of  commercial  work  in  the 
absence  of  the  latter  \  but  it  will 
probably  be  better  to  allow  some 
elasticity  in  making  these  arrangements 
than  to  have  any  fixed  plan  in  advance. 
The  instructions  to  the  Conunercial 
Attach^  will  be  laid  in  a  Parliamentary 

VOL.  XLV.  [foifbth  bbribs.] 


Paper,  which  it  is  proposed  shortly  to 
present,  showing  the  steps  that  have 
recently  been  taken  for  the  assistance  of 
British  trade.  No  written  regulations 
exist  as  to  the  immediate  pubUcation  of 
commercial  information,  but  arrange- 
ments have  for  some  time  been  in  force 
in  the  Foreign  Office  and  at  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  giving  prompt  publicity  to 
any  news  of  interest  to  the  mercantile 
community. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
R^fia)  asked  whether  Mr.  Austin  Lee 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting,  or 
had  visited,  any  of  the  other  countries 
besides  France  to  which  his  commercial 
business  applied  1 

*Mr.  CURZON :  Yes ;  under  our 
revised  scheme  for  Commercial  Attach^- 
ships  the  sphere  of  Mr.  Austin  Lee's 
operations  is  France  and  Belgium,  and 
Mr.  Lee  is,  I  believe,  acquainted  with 
Belgium  as  well  as  France- 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  He  has  not 
been  in  Belgium. 

AUTUMN  MAN(EUVRES  (ALDERSHOT). 

Mr.  a.  F.  JEFFREYS  (Hants, 
Basingstoke) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 
compensation  will  be  giVen  to  the  troops 
engf^ed  in  the  Autumn  Manoeuvres  at 
Aldershot  on  account  of  the  loss  and 
damage  they  sustained  from  injury  to 
their  clothing  by  the  excessive  and  oon- 
tiiiuous  rain  during  those  manoeuvres  1 
*TnB  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  In  consideration  of 
the  unusually  bad  weather  prevailing 
during  the  late  manoeuvres  at  Aldershot, 
and  the  consequent  damage  to  clothing, 
it  has  been  decided  to  authorise  a  grant 
of  4d.  to  each  soldier  for  each  day  that 
he  was  engaged  on  manceuvres.  This 
grant  is  in  accordance  with  allowances 
previously  given  under  similar  circum- 
stances. 


TAXATION  (IRELAND). 
Mb.  JEFFREYS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  (1)  whether 
it  is  a  fact  that  in  Ireland  no  house  tax  or 
land  tax  is  levied,  nor  any  railway  pas- 
sengers' tax ;  that  no  Ucencea  are  required 
for  keeping  carriages  or  men  servants ; 
and  that  tbe  licence  for  keeping  a  dog  is 
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only  one-third  of  the  similar  tax  in 
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Great  Britain  i  and,  (2)  whetheri  in  his 
next  linanoe  Bill,  Iw  -vill  alter  these 
anomalies  of  taxation  in  different  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  1 

The  CHANCELLOK  of  thk  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  MicHABL  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  believe  that  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  my  hon.  Friend's  question  are,  speaking 
generally,  correct,  but  of  coarse  tiiis  fact 
can  only  be  considered  as  port  <A  the 
general  subject. 

Mh.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.)  inquired  whether  the  land  tax 
referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  the  ques- 
tion was  not  a  tax  levied  under  an  Aot 
of  1798  on  a  valuation  205  years  old  % 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER :  I  do  not  think,  even  if  the 
hon.  Member  is  correct,  tiiat  rebuts  the 
fact  that  the  Act  does  not  apply  to 
Ireland. 

Mb.  T.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  asked 
whether  the  total  amount  of  these  ex- 
ceptions was  only  about£150,000  a  year, 
while  the  over  taxation  of  Ireland  as 
ascertained  by  the  Royal  Commission 
was  something  like  £3,000,000  a  year  1 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER :  No  one  can  possibly  tell 
what  the  amount  of  the  exomptions  may 
be,  as  the  taxes  do  not  extend  to 
Ireland. 

Mb.  LOUGH:  Do  not  the  Royal 
Commission  themselves  estimate — 
♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  convert  the 
question  into  a  debate.    [A  laugh.'\ 

shtjttm:  guards. 

Sib  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) ;  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  it  is  intended 
to  require  manufacturers  in  the  texile 
industries  to  use  shuttle  guards  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  owing  to  the  weight  of 
the  material,  such  guards  are  quite 
unnecessary  in  the  jute  trade ;  and, 
whether  he  is  willing  to  consider  repre- 
sentations that  may  be  made  to  him  on 

Mr.  Jeffir^s. 


the  subject  both  by  the  'workpeople  and 

their  employers  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sib 
Matthew  White  Ridlbt,  Lancashire, 
Blackpool)  :  It  is  intended  to  require  the 
provision  of  shuttle  guards  wherever 
there  is  found  to  be  serious  danger  to 
the  workpeople  which  can  be  removed  by 
their  use.  I  understand  that  shuttle 
accidents,  although  no  doubt  less  common 
than  in  certain  other  texile  processes,  are 
not  unknown  in  the  jute  manufacture, 
and  I  am  not  therefore  prepared  to  say 
that  necessity  may  not  arise  for  requiring 
guards.  I  shall  be  glad,  of  course,  to 
consider  any  representations  that  may 
be  made  to  me  on  the  subject. 


CANADIAN  lUIL  SERVICE. 
Sib  JOHN  LENG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  l£e  Colonies 
whether  he  can  state  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  n^otiations  for  an 
improved  mail  service  to  Canada;  and 
whether  the  ports  of  arrival  and  de- 
parture and  the  speed  of  the  moil 
steamers  have  now  been  fixed  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chambeb- 
LAIN,  Birmingham,  W.)  :  No,  sir  ;  I  am 
unable  to  give  any  information.  The 
matter  isstUl  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada. 


LABOURERS'  COTTAGES  (IRELAND). 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  .(Kerry, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  is  aware  that  in  the  Tralee 
Union  156  labourers'  cottages  have  been 
built  prior  to  1891  ;  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  of  1896 
do  not  apply  in  consequence  to  the  annual 
charges  in  respect  of  these  cottages ;  that 
if  they  did  apply,  it  would  mean  a  relief 
of  £500  a  year  to  the  ratepayers  of  the 
Tralee  Union  ;  and,  inasmuch  as  there 
are  between  8,000  and  9,000  labourers' 
cottages  throughout  Ireland,  in  respect 
of  which  no  relief  from  the  Act  of  last 
year  can  be  obtained,  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  susjpending  the  alloca- 
tion of  the  grant  in  aid  of  the  erectaon 
of  labourers'  cottages  under  the  Land 
Law  (Ireland)  Act  of  1896  until  a  short 
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Act  ia  passed  to  allow  the  inclusioa  in 
the  grant  of  cottages  buUtprior  to  1891 1 
The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Qebald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  am  not  prepared  to  introduce 
farther  l^ialation  on  this  subject.  The 
amendment  in  Hie  law  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  was  considered  by  the 
Government  at  the  time  when  the  Act  of 
last  year  was  under  discussion,  but  was 
nob  adopted. 

KAILWAT  CONTfECnONS  (IRELAND). 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  he  is  aware  that  for  years  past 
travellers  on  the  connecting  line  between 
the  Dublin,  Wicklow>  and  Wexford  and 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 
way Companies'  systems,  via  Bagnalstown 
and  Balljrwilliam,  have  been  subjected  to 
much  inconvenience  owing  to  the  want 
of  connection  between  their  respective 
trains ;  and,  whether  he  can  use  any 
influence  with  the  railway  companies 
concerned  to  induce  them  to  revise  their 
time  tables  so  as  to  meet  the  public  con- 
venience f 

The  president  op  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  Croydon) : 
In  answer  to  conununioations,  the  Rail* 
way  Company  inform  me  that  a  new 
time  table  has  been  drawn  up  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  present  arrange- 
ments at  Ballywilliam,  and  that  the 
negotiations  for  carrying  it  into  effect 
are  practically  complete. 


TRALEE  AND  DINGLE  RAILWAY. 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury if  he  can  state  the  reasons  for  the 
delay  in  carrying  out  the  extinction  of 
the  Treasury  liability  in  respect  of  the 
Tralee  and  Dingle  Railway ;  and  if  he 
can  give  any  information  as  to  when  the 
transaction  will  be  brought  to  a  close  1 
*The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SXTRY  (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanbury,  Preston) : 
The  proposal  for  redemption  of  the 
liability  referred  to  was  brought  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Irish  Privy  Coun- 
dl  on  the  1 1th  November,  1 896.  It  was 
assented  to  and  referred  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  Irish  Law  Officers  in  order 
that  the  necessary  Order,  dealing  with 
the  payment  and  application  of  the 


capital  sum  and  other  points  arising 
under  the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Act,  1895, 
might  be  prepared.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Order  will  be  ready  in  a  few 
days,  after  which  the  amount  required  to 
effect  the  proposed  redemption  will  bo 
rendered  available  without  unnecessary 
delay,  so  as  to  enable-  the  matter  to  be 
completed. 

DRAWING  (IRISH  SCHOOLS). 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland — (1 )  on  what 
grounds  was  the  teacher  of  Larah  Male 
National  School,  County  Cavan,  whose 
pupils  were  examined  on  drawing  by  the 
Inspector  on  31st  August  last,  refused 
results  fees;  (2)  is  he  aware  that  in 
about  two-tlurds  of  the  schools  in  Ireland 
drawing  is  not  taught,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  getting  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
vide the  money,  except  on  conditions 
which  proved  to  be  impracticable ;  (3) 
has  the  Dublin  Trades  Council  sent  the 
Education  Commissioners  a  Resolution 
requesting  that  drawing  be  taught  in  all 
national  schools ;  and  (4)  whether, 
seeing  that  Head  Inspectors  Hamilton 
and  Connellan  have  reported  that  draw- 
ing can  be  successfully  taught  by 
teachers  unable  to  obtain  formal  certifi- 
cates in  drawing,  anil  that  the  teacher  in 
question  has  submitted  satisfactory 
specimens  of  drawing  executed  by  him 
to  the  Education  Commissioners,  will 
he  reconsider  his  decision  and  cause  re- 
sults fees  to  be  paid  in  such  cases  1 

Mb,  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
District  Inspector  gave  the  teacher  of 
the  school  referred  to  an  opportunity  of 
executing  a  specimen  of  drawing  at  the 
examination  held  in  August  last,  but  the 
teacher  did  not  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity,  and  consequently  the  Com- 
missioners are  unable  to  satisfy  them- 
selves as  to  his  competency  to  give 
efficient  instruction  in  that  subject.  It 
ia  true  that  in  a  large  proportion  of 
national  schools  drawing  is  not  taught. 
The  scale  of  results  fees  sanctioned  by  the 
Treasury  in  drawing  varies  from  2a.  6d. 
to  53.  for  each  pupil  who  obtains  a  pass. 
This  is  available  for  every  national 
school  where  a  teacher  qufdmed  in  the 
subject  is  employed.  The  resolution  re- 
ferred to  in  the  third  paragraph  has  been 
received.    The  teacher  of  the  Larah 
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Bohool  submitted  specimens  of  map 
drawing  (dieted  by  him  to  have  been 
executed  so  far  back  as  1884,  but  these 
oould  not  be  regarded  aa  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  qnalification  to  give  instruction 
in  freehand  drawing.  The  Commissioners, 
however,  will  give  him  another  oppor- 
tonity  of  satisfying  them  as  to  his  com- 
petency, and  should  the  result  be  satis- 
factory tiiey  will  sanction  the  payment 
of  resultB  fees  in  his  (»8e.  I  need  hardly 
add  Uiat  t^e  deoiaion  in  these  matters 
rests,  not  with  the  Chief  Secretary,  but 
with  tiie  CommiaaunxerB. 


GRANGEGORMAN  PRISON,  DUBLIN. 

Mb.  J.  L.  CAREW  (Dublin,  College 
Green)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
prison  officials  in  Ireland  are  entitled,  by 
the  terms  of  their  appointments,  to  fire 
andllight  in  their  rooms  during  the  six 
winter  months ;  and  if  so,  why  are  all 
the  officials  in  Qrangegorman  Prison, 
Dublin,  except  the  superintendent',  de- 
prived of  this  right  % 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Sub- 
ordinate prison  officers,  and  some  of  the 
superior  officers  are  entitled  by  the  terms 
of  their  appointment  to  fuel  and  light 
during  the  winter  months,  and  there  is 
no  difference,  I  am  informed,  between 
the  regulations  in  force  in  this  respect  at 
Grangegorman  and  at  other  prisons. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kil- 
kenny) :  Asked  whether  Grangegorman 
was  not  a  female  prison,  and  whether 
that  did  not  make  an  important 
difference  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  that 
Grangegorman  was  a  female  prison,  and 
he  understood  the  arrangement  was  that 
where  there  was  no  mess  room  any 
female  warder  applying  for  a  fire  in  her 
bedroom  would,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stanoes,  be  granted  one.  He  was  not 
sure  that  under  any  ciroamstaDoes  a  fire 
bad  been  refused. 


WRECK   (INDIAN  TROOPSHIP 
"WARREN  HASTINGS." 

Colonel  LOCK  WOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tury  of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  in  a 
position  to  state  if,  at  the  time  or  since 
the  wreck  of  the  Indian  troopship 
Warren  BasHnffBt  which  occurred  on  the 

Mr.  Oerald  Sal/ow. 


14th  January,  1897,  on  the  Island  of 
Reunion,  with  Headquarters  1st  Bat- 
talion King's  Royal  Rifles  and  half  a 
Battalion  York  and  Lancaster  Regiment 
on  board,  any  of  the  officers'  and  men's 
baggage,  men's  property,  etc.,  was 
saved  ? 

*Mb,  BRODRICK  :  It  is  known  that 
a  small  quantity  of  cabin  baggage  was 
saved  from  tlie  troopship  Warren 
Hastings,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more 
baggage  and  the  regimental  plate  may 
yet  be  recovered. 

Mr.  PERCY  THORNTON  (Clap- 
ham)  asked  what  had  become  of  the 
crew  1 

*Mr,  BRODRICK  thought  that  the 
crew  were  on  the  Island  of  Reunion. 
He  believed  that  idl  were  saved  but  two 
natives. 


FAIR   RENT  APPLICATIONS 
(COUNTY  MONAGHAN.) 

Mr.  JAMES  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  large  number  of  tenants 
on  the  Shirley  estate.  County  Monaghan, 
have  made  application  to  the  Irish  Land 
Commissioners  to  have  fair  rents  fixed 
on  their  holdings  ;  and  whether  he  can 
state  when  the  hearing  of  these  cases 
will  take  place  ? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  About 
40  applications  have  been  received  from 
the  estate  referred  to,  and  the  Land 
Commission  intend  to  list  these  for  hear- 
ing in  about  a  month's  time. 

Mr.  M.  McCARTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  circular 
issued  by  order  of  the  I^nd  Commission, 
dated  23rd  November  last,  requiring  in 
respect  ot  all  second  statutory  term  ap- 
plications served  the  record  number  and 
date  of  order  or  agreement  whereb}'  the 
fair  rent  for  first  statutory  term  was 
fixed ;  and  is  he  aware  that  it  was 
therein  stated  that  if  these  particulars 
were  not  furnished  to  the  landlord  and 
Land  Commission  within  six  weeks,  the 
application  would  be  struck  out,  and 
that  the  form  of  application  includes  all 
the  particulars  required  in  that  in  respect 
of  the  first  statutory  term,  and  that  the 
striking  out  would  involve  a  loss  to  the 
tenant  of  the  reduction  in  one  gale's 
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rent ;  and  whether  he  will  state  the 
number  of  applications  so  struck  out  1 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
circular  in  question  explained  that  the 
rules  and  forms  issued  by  the  Land  Com- 
miswm  required  that  the  particulars  of 
informati<m  indicated  should  be  stated, 
and  that  in  the  absence  of  such,  informa- 
tion it  was  impossible  that  the  applica- 
tion could  be  identified  with  certainty  at 
the  office  of  the  Land  Commission  with 
the  file  of  proceedings  at  the  time  the 
fair  rent  was  fixed  for  a  first  statutory 
term.  The  forms  prescribed  for  applica- ' 
tions  for  second  term  cases,  which 
were  issued  in  Septraiber,  1895,  and 
again  in  September,  1896,  distinctly 
state  that  the  particulars  "  must  be  ac- 
atrately  filled  up."  The  circular  was 
issued  in  3,428  cases.  In  2,675  cases 
the  terms  of  the  notice  had  been  com- 
plied with,  and  in  753  cases  the  applica- 
tions have  been  struck  out  for  non-com- 
pliance. The  striking  out  of  the  appli- 
cation might  involve  a  loss  to  the  tenant 
of  tiie  rednotion  in  one  gale's  rent,  Uiough 
not  necessarily. 


DISTRESS  (OONNEMARA.) 

Mr.  W.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Con- 
nemara)  :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  very  serious  dis- 
tress prevailing  in  Connemara,  County 
Galway,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops 
lost  autumn  and  the  extreme  poverty  of 
the  soil,  he  will  take  into  his  considera- 
tion the  necessity  of  relieving  such 
distress  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  My 
information  is  to  the  effect  that  abnormal 
distress  does  not  at  present  exist  in  this 
district.  A  very  careful  supervision  is 
exercised  over  the  district,  and  any 
change  in  the  circumstancesand  prospects 
of  thus  poorer  classes  will  at  onoe  be 
brought  under  ndaoe  of  Government. 


ST.  JtJDE'S  SCHOOL,  BETHNAL  GREEN. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON,  (York 
W.  R.,  Morley)  :  X  beg  to  ask  the  "Vice 
President  of  the  Cconmittee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  St.  Jude's  School, 
BeUmal  Green,  which  was  recently  ad- 
mitted to  annual  grants,  conforms  to  the 
ralee  ot  planning  laid  down  in  the  Oode ; 
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and,  if  not,  why  it  was  admitted  to 
grants  1 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  op  thk 
COUNCIL  (SiE  John  Gohst,  Cam- 
bridge University) :  St  Jude's  National 
School  was  an  old  school,  and  does  not 
conform  to  the  Rules  in  the  Code,  which 
are  intended  principally  for  new  schools. 


CIVIL  SEBYIOE  KETIHBMENT 
(DISTRICT  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS). 

Mr.  R.  M.  DANE  (Fermanagh,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  tlie 
rule  of  the  CiviJ  Service  requiring 
officials  to  retire  at  the  age  of  66  years, 
applies  to  Resident  Medical  Superinten- 
dents of  District  Lunatic  Asylums  and 
their  assistiuits  \ 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir; 
the  rule  in  question  applies  only  to  per- 
manent CivU  Servants  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  Officers  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums  are 
not  Civil  Servants. 


DANGEROUS  TRADES. 
Me.  R.  McKENNA  (Monmouth,  N.)  : 
I  b^  to  ask  tJbe  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  whether,  in  view 
of  the  toot  that  seven  trades  were  re- 
ported on,  in  the  interim  Report  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Dangerous  Trades,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee state  these  seven  were  selected  as 
greatly  in  need  of  definite  regulation, 
special  rules  have  been  issued  for  any  of 
these  trades  ;  and,  if  so,  for  how  many  1 
*SiR  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
Out  of  the  seven  processes  named  in  the 
Report,  I  have  fdready  seen  my  way  to 
certifying  two  as  dangerous  under  the 
Act  of  1891.  Special  rules  embodying 
most  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee,  have  been  issued  for  one  of 
these,  the  bottling  of  cerated  waters,  and 
will  shortly  be  issued  for  the  other,  the 
vulcanizing  of  indiambber  by  means  of 
bisulphide  of  carbon.  With  regard  to 
the  remaining  five,  a  similar  coarse  will 
probably  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  some, 
if  not  &l\ ;  but  there  are  legal  and  ad- 
ministrative considerations  which  make 
it  difficult  to  give  full  and  adequate  effect 
in  tlie  form  of  special  rules  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Committee.  For  the 
present,  therefore,  I  must  reserve  my 
decision  on  this  point,   bat  in  the 
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meantime  steps  are  being  taken  by  the 
factory  inspectors  to  watch  these  pro- 
cesses and  to  secure  the  improvement  of 
the  conditions  under  Thicb  the  work 
ia  oarried  on. 


QUEEN'S  REIGN 
(ELEMENTARY  SCHOOI^}. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Bel- 
fast S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  "Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion whether,  by  introduction  in  the 
Code  or  by  instructions  to  the  teachers, 
attention  will  be  directed  during  the 
present  year  in  the  Tarious  schools 
throughout  tlie  country  to  the  events 
which  have  occurred  throughout  the 
Empire  during  the  60  years  of  Her 
Majesty's  reign,  vilii  specif  reference 
to  ^e  extens^  of  Her  dominions  and 
the  moral  and  material  advancement 
of  Her  people  t 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  :  The  Committee 
of  Council .  have  sufficient  confidence  in 
the  patriotism  and  loyalty  of  the 
managers  and  teachers  of  elementary 
schools  to  leave  them  to  impart  suitable 
:  information  to  children  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  Her  Majesty's  long  reign, 
without  special  inalanictions. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  (HEYWOOD). 
Mb.  J.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS 
(Notts.,  Mansfield) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice  President  ot  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education — (1)  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
Beports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
Corporation  of  Heywood,  and  of  the 
Architect  of  the  Education  Department, 
relative  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  St. 
John's  school  in  that  town ;  (2)  whether 
the  alterations  recommeiuled  in  such 
reports  have  been  effected  and  the 
sclioolroom  meets  the  requiranents  of 
the  Department ;  (3)  whe^er  the  Town 
Council  have  requested  the  Departm%nt 
to  inquire  into  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  other  public  schools  in  the  town,  and 
whether  such  inquiry  will  be  instituted  ; 
(4)  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  conae- 
qnence  of  the  closing  of  the  Heywood 
ITnited  Methodist  Free  Church  School, 
a  large  number  of  the  scholars  are  play- 
ing in  the  streets,  the  parents  refusing 
to  send  them  to  the  £pisc<^>aliaii  or 
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Roman  Catholic  schools ;  (5)  and  whe- 
ther, OS  the  Town  Council  have  for  the 
second  time  requested  the  Department 
to  order  the  appointment  of  a  school 
board,  their  request  will  be  complied 
withi 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  :  I  shall  be  happy 
to  show  diese  Reports  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  will  lay  them  on  the  Table  if' 
he  vrishes  for  tJiem.  The  alterations 
recommended  at  St.  John's  Sdiool  are 
now  being  carried  out.  The  Town 
Council  have  made  such  a  request  and 
the  County  Council  have  made  inquiries 
from  their  Inspector.  The  answer  to 
the  fourth  par^aph  is  "Yes."-  The 
Town  Council  have  again  passed  a  reso- 
lution asking  for  a  school  board  by  a 
diminished  majority.  Their  request  is 
now  undw  the  consideration  of  the 


Committee  of  Council. 


C0KGE8TED  DISTRICTS  BOAED 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  (Leitrim, 
N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
report  of  the  Congested  'Districts  Board 
for  Ireland  for  the  year  widedSlBt  March, 
1896,  has  yet  been  issued;  and  if  not, 
can  he  say  why  the  issud  of  the  report 
has  been  so  long  delayed  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR,:  I  am 
informed  that  the  report  in  question 
has  been  printed  and  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  Members  in  the  course  of  a  few- 
days. 


HORSE  BREEDING  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  (rf  Ireland  how  mu(di  money 
has  been  spent  in  the  years  ended 
31st  March,  1895  and  1896,  bjr  the  Irish 
Congested  Districts  Board  in  experi- 
ments on  horse  breeding  at  the  Bray  stud 
farm! 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  do 
not  quite  understand  what  the  hon. 
Member  means  by  "  experiments "  on 
horse  breeding.  The  ordinary  expendi- 
ture on  the  stud  farm  at  Shankill,  near 
Dublin,  for  the  year  ended  March  31st, 
1896,  amounted  to  £1,12$  16b.  5d.,and 
for  the  year  ended  Maroh  Slst,  1896,  to 
£1,146  9b.  2d. 
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IRISH  PUBUC  BOAEDS  (AUDIT). 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieatenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  what  was  the  amount  of  money 
charged  against  local  public  boards  in 
Ir^nd  for  the  auditing  of  their  accounts 
by  Local  Government  Board  auditors 
for  the  year  ended  Slst  December,  1895 ; 
and  for  what  purpose  are  moneys  so 
charged  and  collected  by  the  Local 
Govemment  Boiud  devoted? 

Ms.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  The 
assessments  on  governing  bodies  of 
towns  and  of  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland 
are  made  in  reepect  of  the  year  ended  in 
August  of  each  year ;  and  the  Grand 
J  ury  fee  is  assessed  on  the  accounts  of 
the  spring  and  summer  Assizes  in  each 
year.  The  eunount  so  assessed  on  the 
goveming  bodies  of  towns  for  the  year 
ended  August,  1896,  was  £l,OiO  48.  6d., 
and  of  lunatio  asylums,  £605  1^. ; 
and  the  fees  levied  on  Grand  Jury 
accounts  for  spring  and  summer  Assizes 
for  1895  amounted  to  £2,515  2s. 
These  assessments,  which  are  made  in 
accordance  with  Statute,  are  appropriated 
in  aid  of  the  Vote  for  auditors'  salaries 
and  expenses. 


FISHGUAED  BAT  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  W.  REES  DA  VIES  (Pembroke- 
shire) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Traide  whether  he  has  been  in 
communication  with  the  Fishguard  Bay 
Railway  and  Pier  Company  in  r^rd  to 
a  memorial  received  by  lam.  last  year 
from  tiie  inhabitants  of  Qoodwick,  Pem- 
brokeshire, in  r^erence  to  the  alleged 
powers  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  the 
company  ;  and  what  steps  does  he  pro- 
pose to  take  to  preserve  to  the  fishermen 
and  inhabitants  generally  the  existing 
access  to  the  seashore,  which  would  be 
seriously  interfered  witli  by  Uie  company's 
proposals  1 

Me.  RITCHIE :  I  am  still  in  com- 
munication with  the  Fishguajrd  and  Ross- 
lare  Railway  and  Harbours  Company 
upon  the  subject  of  the  works  they  pro- 
pose to  constructin  Fishguard  Bay,andam 
awaiting  a  statement  from  the  Company 
as  to  the  facilities  they  are  prepared  to 
provide  for  boats  landing,  Ac,  at  Good- 
wick,  if  the  existing  pier  there  is  inter- 
fered witJi.    The  representations  con- 


tained in  the  m^orial  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  will  ccmtiaue  to  reoeiv9 
my  careful  consideration. 

LAND  PURCHASE  (COUNTY  LONGFORD). 

Mb.  J.  P.  FAERELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  in  1893  the  tenants  on  the 
estate  of  Lord  Annally,  in  the  county 
of  Longford,  were  induced  to  sign  onder- 
takings  to  purchase  l^eir  holdiDgs  when 
called  on  to  do  so,  and  that  yuoAgx  that 
arrangement  they  were  to  continue  pay- 
ing the  old  rents  until  the  agreements 
were  signed  ;  could  he  ascertain  what  is 
the  cause  of  the  delay  in  having  these 
agreements  signed,  the  property  having 
passed  under  a  receiver,  who  alleges  that 
their  undertaking  to  purchase  prevents 
them  entering  court  to  have  a  rent  fixed ; 
and  can  he  move  the  Laud  Commission 
to  direct  an  immediate  inquiry  into  this 
matter  with  a  view  to  a  xecaedj  % 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOfjR:  In 
answer  to  the  bon.  Member's  previous 
questions  on  this  subject  last  Session,  I 
stated  that  the  estate  had  been  inspected 
by  the  Land  Conunission,  and  that,  as 
to  a  large  number  of  tenants,  advances 
were  sanctioned  by  the  Commission  sub- 
ject to  the  rental  being  settled  to  enable 
them  to  make  an  offer  to  purchase  from 
the  Land  Judge.  The  delay  entirely, 
occurred  in  the  settlement  of  the  rental. 
The  Registrar  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
was  informed  by  the  solicitor  having 
carri^e  of  ^e  proceedings  that  the 
rental  is  now  settled  in  diaft,  and  that 
a  copy  for  the  Judge's  signature  will  be 
ready  in  a  day  or  two. 

FEE  FARM  TENANTS  (COUNTY 
LONGFORD). 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  aak 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  fee  &rm  tenants  in  the  town- 
lands  of  Rabbit  Park,  Grillagh,  Loughil, 
and  Ejiappogue,  in  County  Longford, 
are  comptuled  annually  to  pay  an  income 
tax  of  Is.  3d.  in  Idie  £,  bssed  ona  valusr 
tion  of  produce  made  so  far  back  as 
1826  ;  and  that  it  was  then  enacted  that 
a  valuation  of  products  would  take  place 
every  seven  years,  but  that  no  such 
valuation  has  ever  since  been  made ;  uid 
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can  he  say  whether  the  GoTerninent 
intend  to  order  a  valuation  for  the  pur- 
poses of  reducing  the  preset  heavy 
impost  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  The  hon. 
Member  appears  to  be  under  a  mis- 
apprehension.  Income  tax  in  Ireland  is 
assessed  under  Schedules  A  and  B  on 
the  annual  value  of  the  several  tenements 
and  rateable  hereditaments.  This  annual 
value  is  based  on  GriffiUis'  valuation, 
made  between  1852  and  1864.  Since 
then  the  value  of  the  land  has  not  been 
changed,  nor  is  there  any  provision  in 
the  Valuation  Acts  for  a  re-valuation 
every  seven  years.  At  no  time  has 
income  tax  in  Ireland  been  at  the  rate 
of  Is.  3d.  in  the 


BELFAST  BOABD  OF  GUABDIAKS. 

Mb.  MoCABTAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attenti(m  has 

been  called  to  the  reports  appearing  in 
the  Belfast  morning  papers  of  Wednes- 
day last  of  the  discussion  before  the 
Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  about  the 
dispute  between  Kurse  Craig  and  Nurse 
King ;  and  whether,  considering  that 
Nurse  Craig  has  been  so  long  a  tried  and 
trusted  official,  and  the  present  unsatis- 
factory state  of  the  case,  he  will  suggest 
that  a  sworn,  Inquiry  be  h^ld  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  into  the 
matter? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Yes, 
Sir ;  I  have  seen  the  newspaper  report 
referred  to.  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  addressed  the  Guardians  in 
this  matter  requesting  that  Nurse  Craig 
may  be  called  upon  to  furnish  a  written 
explanation  respecting  the  complaint 
made  against  her.  The  Guardians  will 
have  the  matter  under  their  considera- 
tion to-morrow  and  Uie  Local  Govern- 
ment will  await  their  action  before 
taking  further  st^. 

NATIONAL  BOARD  OP  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND).  ■ 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland — (1)  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  Head  Inspector 
Sullivan,  of  the  National  Board  of  Edu- 
cati<m,  was  promoted  from  Galway  to  the 

Mr.  J,  P.  Farrell. 


South  Dublin  district  in  October,  1896, 
and  again  re-transferred  to  Galway 
within  a  few  days  of  his  arrival  in  Dub- 
lin ;  (2)  whether  the  custom  for  many 
years  of  having  one  Protestant  and  one 
Catholic  Head  Inspector  in  charge  of  the 
two  Dublin  districts  has  been  darted 
from  in  this  instance  by  replacing  Head 
Inspector  Sullivan  with  a  second  Protes- 
tant Head  Inspector ;  (3)  what  are  the 
reasons  for  depressing  Head  Inspector 
Sullivan  by  sending  him  back  to  the 
district  from  which  he  had  been  pro- 
moted ;  (4)  and  if  he  will  have  any 
objection  to  lay  upon  the  Table  copies  of 
the  Correspondence  relating  to  this  case, 
and  of  any  minut«e  of  the  National 
Board  referring  to  iti 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  have 
referred  the  Question  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  who 
r^rt  as  fdiows:  Mr.  Sullivan's  re- 
movals were  not  in  the  nature  ci  eitluBr 
promotion  or  depression.  On  the  death 
of  Mr.  Connollan,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and 
one  of  the  two  head  inspectors  in  charge 
of  the  Dublin  circuit,  Mr.  Sullivan  was 
transferred  from  Galway  to  the  vacancy 
in  Dublin.  Subsequently,  however,  in 
connection  with  the  question  of  a  better 
distribution  of  head  inspectors,  and  with 
the  fact  that  there  had  not  been  a 
Roman  Catholic  head  inspector  in 
charge  of  Bdfast  District  for  many  years 
past,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  place  l^at 
district  in  charge  of  Mr.  SuUivaUj  and 
to  transfer  a  Presbyterian  head  inspec- 
tor to  Dublin,  Mr.  Sullivan,  however, 
requested  not  to  be  sent  to  Belfast.  For 
several  years  the  two  inspectors  in 
simultaneous  charge  of  the  Dublin 
district  were  Roman  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant respectively,  but  this  was  neither 
a  regulation  nor  a  uniform  custom,  as 
for  twdve  years  from  1872  to  1884,  two 
Protestant  head  inspectors  were  in  joint 
charge.  No  idea  of  depressing  Mr. 
Sullivan  entered  into  the  arrangements, 
which  the  Commissioners  state  were 
made  with  a  view  to  the  educational 
interests  of  the  county  at  large.  As 
regards  the  fourth  paragraph,  the  Com- 
missioners regard  as  confidential  all 
correspondence  between  them  and  their 
officers,  as  well  as  the  minutes  of  the 
Board  relating  thereto,  and  it  would  be 
without  prewdent,  therefore,  to  lay 
such  documents  on  the  TaUe  of  l^e 
House. 
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IRISH  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork 
City) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  the  time  table  for  the 
new  Irish  Mail  Service  has  yet  been 
definitely  decided  on ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  can  state  what  it  is  1 

•Mr.  HANBURY  :  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  is  aware,  I  undertook,  oa  behalf  of 
the  FostnuBter  General,  at  the  close  of 
last  Sesmon,  that  the  time  table  for  the 
new  Irish  Mail  Service  between  London 
and  Dublin  should  not  be  finally  settled 
until  the  present  Session.  Subject  to 
this  understanding,  the  whole  subject 
has  been  re-examined  during  the  Recess, 
with  the  object  of  meeting,  as  .far  as 
possible,  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  represen- 
tatives. The  down  night  mail  will  leave 
Enston  at  8.45  p.m.,  in  lieu  of  8.20  p.m., 
and  will  reach  Dublin  at  5.49  ajn.  (Irish 
tune),  instead  of  6.29  a  m. — that  is,  40 
minutes  eariier  than  at  present;  while 
the  up  night  mail  train  wUl  leave  Dublin 
at  8  p.m.  (Irish  time),  instead  of  7.10 
p.m. — that  is,  50  minutes  later  than  at 
present,  and  will  reach  Euston  at  6.10 
a.m.,  in  lieu  of  6.15  a.m.  The  present 
interval  in  Dublin  between  the  arrival  of 
the  mail  in  the  morning  and  the  depar- 
ture of  the  return  mail  in  the  evening 
will  thus  be  lengthened  by  an  hour  and 
a- half.  In  regard  to  the  day  mail,  the 
down  nuul  will  leave  Euston,  as  at  pre- 
sent, at  7.15  a.m.,  uid  reach  Dublin  at 
4.52  p.m.  (Irish  time),  instead  of  5.22 
p.m. — that  is,  half-an-hour  earlier ;  and 
the  up  mail  will  leave  Dublin  at  7.10 
a,m.  (Irish  time),  instead  of  6.40  a.m. — 
that  is,  half-an-hour  later,  and  reach 
Euston,  as  at  present,  at  5.45  p.m. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  asked  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  whether  arrange- 
ments bad  yet  been  made  with  the  Ii^h 
railway  compuiies  so  as  to  give  the  time 
table  to  Cork  and  BelfastY 
♦Mr.  HAOTURY  said  the  arrange- 
ments with  the  companies  on  the  Ir^h 
side  had  not  yet  been  arrived  at. 

Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) 
asked  whether  it  was  not  possible  to  give 
some  more  time  in  regard  to  the  morn- 
ing mail  leaving  London  '  for  Dublin ; 
and  whether  this  was  not  the  only  train 
in  regard  to  which  no  additional  time 
was  given  \ 
*Mb.  KANBUBT  replied  that  he  was 
Tory  anzioos  himself  aooat  the  matter, 


and  he  had  pressed  the  companies  as  far 
possible,  but  this  was  the  utmost  con- 
cession they  would  make. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  press 
on  the  London  and  North  Western  Rail- 
way Company  the  advisability  of  start- 
ing their  morning  mail  a  little  later  t 
♦Ma.  HANBURY:  Yes. 

Mb.  "W.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick), 
asked  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
an  arrangement  could  not  be  made  by 
which  a  conference  could  be  held  between 
the  Mails  Committee  and  the  Postmaster 
General  before  the  matter  was  finally 
settled  % 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
Question  on  the  Paper  has  been  fully 
answered.    ["  Hear,  hear.'*] 

Mb.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  the  Post- 
master General  has  been  able  to  arrange 
with  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company  for  an  acceleration  on 
the  mail  trains  from  Euston  to  Holy- 
head ;  and  whether  he  will,  in  any  new 
contract,  endeavour  to  arrange  that  third 
class  shall  be  put  on  from  Holyhead  to 
Chester  and  from  Chester  to  Holyhead  % 

*Mr.  HANBURY :  As  I  thought  the 
hon.  Member  was  aware,  an  arrangement 
was  made  some  time  ago  with  the  Lon- 
don and  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany, for  accelerating,  on  and  after  the 
1st  April  next,  the  mail  trains  which 
convey  the  Irish  night  mails  between 
London  and  Holyhead.  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  add  that  during  the  last  few  days 
the  Railway  Company  has  consented  to 
further  accelerate  the  down  night  mail  by 
five  minutes.  The  circumstances  would  not 
justify  the  Department  incurring  any 
expense  in  accelerating  the  day  maU 
trains.  As  stated  in  reply  to  a  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  in  July  last^  com- 
munications have  taken  place  between 
the  Company  and  the  Post  Office  on  the 
subject  of  third  class  traffic,  but  the  Com- 
pany could  not  see  their  way  to  provide 
for  third  class  passengers  in  the  Irish 
mail  trains. 

Mr.  PATRICK  POWER  (Waterford, 
E.) :  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  no  representation  to  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company 
OS  to  the  advisability  of  attaohii^  third 
class  oarriages  to  tiie  mail  trains) 
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*Mb.  HANBURY:  I  gathered  that 
that  was  the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin,  to  wbioh  I  have  already 
replied.  Communioations  have  passed 
irith  a  view  to  bring  tJiat  about. 

Mb.  field  :  Aiding  out  of  the  reply 
to  a  former  question,  might  I  ask  if  the 
right,  hon.  Gentleman  will  arrange  that 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing the  lime  table  before  it  is  finallj 
adopted. 

*Mb.  speaker  said  that  did  not 
arise  out  of  Uiis  Question. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEK  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  was 
aware  that  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company,  while  they 
declined  to  attach  third  class  carriages  to 
the  mails  at  Holyhead,  were  constantly 
in  the  habit  of  putting  them  on  at 
Chester,  where  they  were  in  competition 
with  other  companies  ;  and  whether,  in 
the  negotiations,  he  would  see  that  if  the 
London  and  North  Western  Company 
would  not  put  third  class  carriages  on  at 
Holyhead}  they  should  not  be  allowed  to 
put  them  on  at  Cheater  and  so  oTerload 
the  mails. 

*Mb.  HANBURY:  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Poet  Office  has  any  power 
to  impose  that  condition,  but  I  will  in- 
quire into  it. 

Mr.  field  :  If  the  Poet  Office  have 
not  the  power,  who  has  t 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

COMMITTALS  TO  ASSIZES. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  I  bt^ 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tiie 
Home  Department  whether  there  woidd 
be  any  difficulty  in  preparing  a  return 
showing  for  the  last  two  years  the  dates 
of  conunittal  to  assizes  of  individual 
prisoners,  the  period  of  detention  before 
toied,  the  offence  for  which  tried,  and 
before  whom,  distinguishing  those  who 
were  convicted  guilty,  and  those  who 
were  acquitted,  and  the  sentence  passed 
in  each  case! 
*SiE  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
There  would  be  very  great  difficulty  in 
preparing  a  return  of  individual  cases ; 
but  the  question  of  giving  similar  infor- 
mation in  a  tabular  form  had  already 
been  engaging  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment charged  with  the  preparation  of  the 
judicial  statistics,  and  the  statistics  for 
1895,  which  are  almoit  complete  and  will 


be  published  very  soon,  will  contain 
tables  that  will  probably  answer  the 
purpose  which  I  understand  the  hon. 
Member  has  in  view. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  the  difficulty  referred  to  was  in 
respect  to  materials  or  in  respect  to  the 
clerical  labour  worked,  and  if  iJie 
statistics  in  preparation  would  show  Any 
undue  detention  of  prisoners  committed 
for  trial  % 

*SiB  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY 
said  the  tables  in  the  judicial  statistics 
to  be  published  in  a  few  weeks  would 
give  the  information  suggested  by  Sir 
H.  Poland  and  would  probably  meet  the 
views  of  the  hon.  Member. 


PARISH  COUNCILLORS  (SCOTLAND.) 
Db.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire,W.) :  I  beg  toask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whetjier  a  parish  councillor  in  Scotland 
who  has  o^ised  to  reside  in  the  district 
which  he  represents,  whose  name  is  off 
the  electoral  roll,  and  who  no  longer  pays 
rates,  is  entitled  to  retain  his  seat  until 
the  next  election  1 

*The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Gra- 
ham MuBEAV,  Buteshire) :  The  point 
raised  by  the  hon .  Member's  question  is  one 
which  can  only  be  decided  after  trial  in 
a  court  of  law.  Any  opinion  which  I 
might  now  give  would  necessarily  be  in- 
effectual, as  it  would  neither  qualify  nor 
disquatify  the  parish  Councillor  supposed. 
I  must  therefore  decline  to  advise  the 
hon.  Membw  (m  the  subject. 

PRI"\TLEGE  CAB  SYSTEM. 

Me.  lough  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether,  in  response  to  his  request, 
he  has  received  from  a  conference  of  the 
London  cab  proprietors  and  drivers  a 
statcmient  of  we  system  which,  in  their 
opinion,  would  be  a  reasonable  substitute 
for  the  privilege  cab  system  now  ex- 
isting at  the  railway  stations  ;  whether 
he  has  obtained  the  opinion  of  the  rail- 
way companies  upon  tbese  proposals; 
and  if  be  can  see  his  way  to  sum- 
mon a  conference  of  representatives  of 
the  companies  and  the  cab  trade  with  a 
view  of  arranging  how  this  public  servica 
may  be  osrried  on  in  future^  so  as  to  put 
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an  end  to  the  friction  whidi  is  at  present 
existing  t 

*SieMATTHEW  white  RIDLEY : 
I  receired  such  a  statement  in  December 
last.  The  proposals  it  contained  were 
substantiaUy  the  same  as  those  which  I 
had  received  from  the  drivers  in  the 
previous  May,  and  which  the  railway 
companies,  to  whom  I  communicated 
them,  with  an  expression  of  my  hope 
that  they  might  be  fonnd  to  form  the 
basis  for  a  settlement  satis&ctory  to  both 
p^ies,  were  Tinable  to  accept.  I  should 
be  very  glad  if  such  a  conference  as  the 
hon.  Member  suggests  could  be  arranged. 
I  have  done  my  best  in  the  past  to  bring 
one  about}  and  will  do  so  again  if  I  see 
the  slightest  prospect  ol  success.  ["Hear, 
hear."] 

HEALTH  OF  TROOPS  IX  INDIA. 

OoLOHKL  LOGKWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  IxiSa,  if,  in 
view  of  the  Army  Medical  Keport  on 
the  health  of  the  troops  in  India,  the 
Government  will  inquire  into  the  whole 
facts  of  the  case  1 

Mr.  O.  J.  DARLIKG  (Deptford) :  I 
beg  to  ask  'the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  statement  in  The  Times  of 
Friday  last  to  the  effect  that  it  is  alleged 
in  India  that  522  soldiers  per  1,000  are 
now  incapacitated  from  duty  by  reason 
of  contagions  disease;  and  whether  the 
Government  propose  speedily  to  deal  with 
this  question  to  prevent  this  evil  from 
rendering  inefficient  the  forces  of  the 
Crown  in  India,  and  from  endangering 
the  health  and  the  lives  of  people  in  this 
country  as  the  troops  return  home  t 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  admission  to  hospital  for 
venereal  disease  of  the  British  Army  in 
India  amounted  to  536  pra-  thousand  for 
the  year  1896,  an  increase  of  25*2  on  the 
previous  year;  and  what  steps  the 
Government  propose  to  take  in  the 
matter  1 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing)  :  It  is  the  case 
that  the  total  aggregate  admissions 
to  hospital  for  venereal  disease  among 
the  British  troops  in  India  amounted 
in  year  1896  to  622  per  thou- 
sand, but  this  N^OM         nwan  tihat 


522  men  per  thousand  were  separately 
and  individually  afiected,  still  less  does 
it  indicate  Uiat  622  soldiers  per  thousand 
are  incapacitated  for  duty  from  this 
cause.  It  is  calculated  on  the  latest  re- 
turns that  an  average  permanent  deduc- 
tion of  46  per  thousand  is  the  loss 
entailed  by  these  diseases.  The  facts  as 
to  the  serious  increase  of  this  disease  in 
India  are  now  being  inquired  into  by  a 
Departmental  Committee,  on  receipt  of 
whose  Report  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  carefully  consider  the  whole  subjeot. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  May  I  take 
t^e  522  per  thousand  men  to  mean  men 
who  have  passed  through  the  hospital 
suflfering  from  this  particular  form  of 
disease  1 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :'Yes. 
It  means  the  total  number  of  admissions, 
but  the  same  man  may  be  admitted  more 
than  once. 

Majob  BASCH  :  Can  the  noble  Lord 
tell  ns  when  the  Report  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  will  be  in  ihe  hands 
of  Memberal 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  No, 
Sir.  There  is  certain  further  informa- 
tion which  may  take  a  short  time  before 
we  obtain  it.  But  I  think  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks  the  report  will,  I  will  not 
say  be  in  the  hands  of  Members,  but 
certainly  concluded. 

SCHOOL  FEE  GRANT  (SCOTLAND). 

Mb.  J.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid): 
I  b^  to  ask  ih.e  Chancellor  of  Uie  Ex- 
chequer whether  it  is  the  intentitm  of 
the  Government  to  include  in'  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  for  the  current  year 
the  amount  of  arrears  of  school  fee 
grant  admittedly  due  to  Scotland  on  the 
same  principle  as  he  has  agreed  to  pay 
the  corresponding  arrears  to  Ireland  t 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER: The  Government  have 
admitted,  as  I  stated  in  the  House  on 
July  30th  last)  that  Scotland  must  be 
treated  with  r^;ard  to  these  arrears  on 
the  same  basis  as  Ireland.  I  am  in  com- 
munication with  iihe  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land as  to  the  purpose  to  which  the 
money  should  be  devoted.  "We  have  not 
yet  arrived  at  a  conclusion  upon  the 
subject ;  but,  as  at  present  advised,  I  do 
not  think  that  any  part  of  it  will  be  re- 
mured  by  way  oi  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  for  the  onirent  year. 
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LAND  SUB-COMMISSIONERS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  McCARTAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  give  a  list,  by 
way  of  Return  or  otherwise,  of  the  gentle- 
men who  have  been  appcanted  Sub-Com- 
missioners under  tiie  Liish  Land  Laws 
since  1st  January,  1896,  and  also  their 
respective  residences,  former  occupations, 
and  qualificatioDS  for  the  office  ? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  am 
prepared  to  make  a  Return  on  lines 
somewhat  similar  to  those  upon  which 
the  last  Return  was  based ;  perhaps  the 
hon.  Member  will  consult  with  me  as  to 
the  exact  terms  to  be  adopted. 

RIVER  SUCK  DRAINAGE. 
Mr.  jasper  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- ' 
sury  whether  he  is  aware  that  very  great 
discontent  exists  among  the  people  taxed 
for  the  repayment  of  the  loans  (including 
£30,000  charged  by  the  Treasury  as 
interest)  for  the  drainage  of  the  River 
Suck,  in  many  cases  the  drainage  tax 
being  equal  to  the  farmer's  rent ;  whether 
he  can  state  what  has  been  the  rate  of 
interest  charged ;  and  whether,  in  order 
to  reduce  the  burdens  on  the  present 
occupiers,  he  would  be  prepared  to  advise 
the  Treasury  to  accede  to  resolutions 
passed  at  tbs  public  meetings  held  on  the 
subject,  and  extend  the  repayment  of  the 
loans  over  a  period  of  80  years  1 

♦Mb.  HANBURY  :  As  I  have  before 
explained,  the  occupiers  have  only  to  pay 
a  sum  representing  the  actual  benefit  to 
theirinteresto  resulting  from  the  works  on 
the  basis  <d  present  prices,  and  the  whole 
of  the  non-productive  outlay  over  and 
above  the  Government  Grant  of  £50,000 
falls  on.  the  proprietors.  I  assume  that 
the  d^0,000  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Member  represents  interest  during  con- 
struction. Kone  of  this  falls  on  the 
oceupiers.  The  rate  of  interest  is  fixed 
by  the  Suck  Drainage  Act  1890  at  3  J  per 
cent.  The  same  Act  fixes  the  period  of 
repayment  at  40  years.  This  arrange- 
ment was  made  when  the  GrOTernment 
granted  the  £50,000,  and  I  do  not  see 
that  the  occupiers  have  made  out  any 
case  of  hard^p  which  would  justify 
l^;idation  being  sought  to  amend  it. 


ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
fact  that  last  November  a  constable  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Oonstabulary  procured 
another  maa  to  personate  him  in  an 
examination  of  constables  for  promotion ; 
(2)  will  he  explain  why  it  was  that 
whereas  the  personator  was  prosecuted 
at  the  police  court,  and  fined  for  the 
oifence,  the  constable  wsa  not  immedi- 
ately dismissed  but  merely  transferred  to 
another  station,  his  dismissal  only  taking 
place  later;  (3)  and  whether,  with  a 
view  to  checking  deception  on  the  part 
of  members  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, and  to  secure  their  identifica- 
tion when  they  decline  to  give  their 
names  or  give  false  names,  he  will  sanc- 
tion a  regulation  for  the  wearing  of 
numbers  on  the  uniforms  of  the  members 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabnluy  t 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
sergeant,  not  a  constable,  who  was 
personated  on  the  occasion  in  question, 
was  at  once  sent  back  to  his  station, 
and  called  upon  to  plead  to  charges 
against  discipline  involved  in  his  con- 
duct. He  adnutted  the  charges,  and  no 
avoidable  d^y  took  place  in  recom- 
mending his  dismissal  from  the  Force. 
He  was  not  transferred  from  his  station 
as  alleged  in  the  question.  The  last 
paragraph  has  no  bearing  upon  the  other 
portion  of  the  question,  inasmuch  as  the 
sergeant  had  lent  his  uniform  to  the 
personator. 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  kindly  answer  the  last 
paragraph,  as  it  is  on  the  paper  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  If  the 
hon.  Member  cares  to  ask  a  general 
question  I  will  answer  it.  I  have  already 
relied,  last  Session,  that,  in  my  ojonion, 
there  is  no  sufficient  ground  for  making 
such  a  charge. 

Mr.  MACNEILL :  Since  last  Session 
has  it  been  brought  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  mind — I  know  it  has — that 
on  the  1 3th  of  May  1889.  his  brother, 
then  Chief  Secretary,  admitted  that  the 
officers  did  not  give  their  names  when 
asked. 


Digitized  by 


401  Cork  {25  JASUi 

*Mb.  speaker  said  the  qaeetion  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  MACNEILL  :  Then  I  vill  ask 
the  question  to-morrow. 

POST  OFFICE  (TROSSES,  COTTNTT 
DONEGAL), 

Mr.  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  two  memorials  signed  by  the 
re|»«8entatiTe  inhabitants  of  the  locality 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  heads  of  the 
Postal  Department,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablisliment  of  a  post  office  in  the  village 
of  Troeses,  Done^ ;  whetfadr  it  has  been 
brought  to  his  notice  that  under  present 
arrangements  much  inconvenience  is 
occasioned  by  the  distance  from  Trosses 
of  a  post  office,  the  letters  being  brought 
from  Inver  and  left  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Charles  Campbell,  who  also  receives 
letters  to  be  sent  to  Inver,  and  supplies 
stamps  to  the  amount  on  an  average  of 
£2  per  week ;  and  whether  the  Post- 
master General  will  sanction  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  post  office  in  Troeses,  which 
would  materially  conduce  to  the  benefit 
oi  a  lai^  distrietl 

*Mb.  HANBTJRY:  It  cannot  be 
found  that  any  memorials  have  recently 
been  received  for  the  establishment  of  a 
post  office  at  Trosses,  Donegal.  An 
application  was  made  in  1894,  when  it 
appeared  on  inquiry  that  the  amount  of 
correspondence  was  not  nearly  sufficient 
to  justify  the  establishment  of  an  office. 
Inquiry  shall  a^in,  however,  be  made, 
and  tibe  result  communicated  to  the 
hon.  Member. 


CORK  WINTER  ASSIZES. 

Mr.  J.  C.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  proceedings  at  the  late  Winter 
Assizes  in  Cork ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  ^iB  agrarian  case  known  as  the 
Clonbfmin  case  no  less  than  31  jurors 
were  ordered  by  the  Counsel  for  the 
Crown  to  stand  by,  also  that  in  ordinary 
criminal  cases  as  many  as  24,  19,  and 
17  jurors,  respectively  were  similarly 
treated  ;  and  whether  in  these  cases  the 
Crown  Counsel  acted  by  the  instructions 
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or  with  the  sanction  of  tAxe  learned 
Attorney  General  1 
*Thx  ATTORKET  GENEBAIj  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  London- 
derrry,  N.) :  I  have  up  to  this  been 
unable  to  identify  the  cases  in  which  it 
is  alleged  19  and  17  jurors  respectively 
were  ordered  by  the  Crown  to  stand 
aside.  In  reference  to  the  two  other  cases, 
in  the  first  of  which  the  chai^  was  for 
attacking  the  dwelling-house  of  the  care- 
taker of  an  evicted  farm,  and  in  the  second 
for  a  serious  assault  on  the  police,  one  of 
whom  has,  I  fear,  been  thereby  perman- 
ently injured,  the  Crown  Solitntor 
reports  to  me  that  in  directing  jurors  to 
stand  aside  to  the  nnmbera  mentioned  in 
the  question,  he  acted  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  directions  contained  in  the 
Circular  dated  the  12th  February,  1894, 
addressed  to  Crown  Solicitors  of  Ireland 
during  the  time  of  the  late  Government, 
and  that  no  juror  was  ordered  to  stand 
aside  on  the  ground  of  his  religion  or 
politics,  but  simply  because  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Cro^'n  Solicitor,  there  was 
reason  to  believe  the  juror  would  not  give 
an  impartial  verdict.  Thefactthatineach 
case  the  accused,  several  in  number,  were 
members  of  the  farming  class,  having 
extensive  connections  in  the  county,  may 
account  for  the  large  number  of  challenges 
in  each  case.  No  special  directions  were 
given  by  me  in  either  of  these  cases. 

Mr.  FLYNN  asked  whether,  as  these 
were  city  jurors  and  had  no  connection 
with  the  locality,  he  was  to  understand 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave 
his  support  to  the  system  >of  jury 
packing  1 

Mr.  MACNEILL  inquired  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware 
that  the  practice  of  ordering  a  juror  to 
stand  back  was  absolutely  unknown  in 
the  EInglish  criminal  courts  ? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  That 
does  not  arise  out  of-  the  question.  The 
hon.  Member  proposes  to  ask  a  general 
question  about  the  practice  in  England. 

Mb.  FLYNN  asked  whether  in  this 
case  tiie  Crown  Counsel  acted  by  in- 
structions  of  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman  1 

*The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  :  I  have  alreadv  said  that 
the  Crown  Solicitor  acted  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  general  directions 
contained  in  the  circular,  and  that  no 
special  directions  were  given  by  me  in 
any  of  these  cases. 
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Mb.  FliYKN  gaT6  notice  that  he 
would  call  attention  to  these  oases  on 
the  Estimates. 


lEISH-SPEAKING  WITNESSES. 
Mb.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) 
on  behalf  of  the  Member  for  West 
Waterford,  (Mr.  J.  J.  Shee)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutemuit  for  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  at  petty  sessions  held  in  Dangar^ 
van.  County  Waterford,  on  the  9th 
instant,  a  man  named  Patrick  Connors 
was  committed  to  prison  for  contempt  of 
court  by  Mr.  Orr,  R.M.,  for  answering 
in  Irish  questions  put  to  him ;  whether 
the  person  who  acts  as  interpreter  for 
the  Court  was  present  at  the  time ;  how 
long  was  Connors  kept  in  custody ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Connors,  when 
in  custody,  explained  that  he  was  afraid 
that  he  could  not  speak  what  be  wanted 
in  English ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  by 
the  last  census  in  the  barony  of  Decies 
within  Drum,  and  the  barony  of  Decies 
without  Drum,  over  50  per  cent,  of  the 
population  spoke  Irish,  and  over  1 ,000 
Irish  only,  any  steps  will  be  taken  to 
protect  Irish-speaking  witnesses  in  such 
districts  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  Patrick 
Connors  was  detained  in  custody  for  a 
couple  of  hours  only  on  the  occasion 
referred  to.  The  aoUcitors  on  both  sides 
expressed  approval  of  the  intention  to 
compel  Connors  to  give  evidence  in 
English,  and  when  he  notified  his 
willingness  to  do  so  he  was  at  once  dia- 
chargwi.  The  person  who  is  usually 
employed  to  act  as  interpreter  at  this 
Court  was  not  present  on  t^e  occasion, 
though  another  person  who  was  com- 
petent to  interpret  was  present.  On 
the  adjourned  hearing  of  the  case 
Ccmnors  was  examined  in  English,  and 
gave  his  evidence  in  that  language  with- 
out difficulty.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
need  exists  for  steps  to  be  taken  to  pro- 
tect Irish-speaking  witnesses. 

DISTRESS  (BELMULLET  UNION). 
Mb.  D.  CRILLT  (Mayo,  N.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Belmullet  Board  of  Guardians,  in  which 


it  is  declared  that  a  large  number  of  poor 

people  from  various  localities,  and  espe- 
cially from  the  Knocknalower  dispensary 
district,  have  attended  at  the  Belmullet 
Workhouse  and  informed  the  Board  that 
unless  they  are  relieved  immediately  they 
will  have  to  become  inmates  of  the 
workhouse;  and  if  any  report  of  this 
pressing  and  widespread  distress  has 
come'  to  him  from  any  oiEcial  of  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Board  ;  and,  if 
not,  will  he  direet  an  immediate  inquiry 
to  be  made  in  Belmullet,  so  that^  if 
necessary,  instant  steps  may  be  taken  to 
alleviate  the  distress  there  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  A  copy 
of  the  resolution  referred  to  has  been 
received.  The  condition  of  the  poorer 
classes  in  the  Belmullet  Union  is  re- 
ceiving very  careful  consideration,  and 
every  endeavour  is  being  made  to  prevent 
any  one  sufiiering  from  want.  I  may 
point  out  that  there  are  at  the  presrait 
time  fewer  inmates  the  Belmullet 
Workhouse  than  was  the  case  last  month, 
and  considerably  fewer  than  at  the  cor- 
responding period  of  the  previous  year. 
As  has  been  already  stated,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  now  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
making  speciid  inquiries  into  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  poorer  classes, 
and  the  Go\'emment  expect  to  receive  a 
report  from  him  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days. 

AUSTRALIAN  AND  INDIAN  MAILS. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  contracts  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  Australian  and 
Indian  mails  have  been  concluded  ;  and, 
if  so,  when  will  they  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House ;  and  whether  the 
protests  and  requiremraita  of  the  Aus- 
tralasian Goveiiiments  on  the  subject 
will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  before  Parlia- 
ment is  asked  to  confirm  the  contracts  ? 

*Mr.  HANBURY:  Although  the 
Postmaster  General  has  recently,  with 
the  concurrence  of  India  and  the  Colo- 
nies, accepted  tenders  for  the  conveyance 
of  Indian  and  Australian  mails,  the 
contracts  are  not  yet  drawn.  They  will 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  as 
soon  after  signature  as  possible ;  but  the 
correspondence  on  the  suliject  is  not  of 
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audi  a  nature  that  the  GoTemment  vould 
think  it  necessary  to  lay  it  on  the  Table 
ot  the  House. 

Mh.  HENNIKER  HEATON  asked 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  waa  aware 
that  the  Australian  Governmente  had 
published  the  contracts  1 
*Mb.  HANBUBY  :  I  am  not  aware. 


DAUNT  S  EOCK  LIGHTSHIP. 
Mr,  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  the  Board  of  Trade  will  direct 
an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  loss  of  the  Daunt's  Rock 
lightship  Puffin  \  what  the  age  of  this 
vessel  was,  and  how  long  used  as  a  light- 
ship ;  whether  the  Puffin  was  as  strongly 
constructed  at  the  bows  as  modern  light- 
ships usually  are ;  and  whether  it  was  the 
case  that,  when  returning  from  Kings- 
town, the  bows  of  the  Pujhi  opened 
merely  from  old  age  t 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  An  inquiry  has  been 
ordered  as  to  the  loss  of  the  lightship 
Puffin.  It  is  probable  that  that  inquiry 
will  have  to  be  adjourned  until  the  light- 
ship can  be  raised.  The  necessary  ex- 
penditure for  thi9  undertaking  has  been 
sanctioned,  but  the  attempt  will  not  be 
made  in  the  present  weather.  The 
Puffin  was  built  in  1887,  and  has  been 
used  as  a  lightship  since  that  date.  As 
no  doubt  the  circumstances  referred  to  in 
the  two  last  paragraphs  of  the  Question 
will  be  investigated  at  the  inquiry,  I 
must  defer  answering  ih&n  until  liie 
report  has  been  received. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY,  thanking 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having 
ordered  an  inquiry,  asked,  was  it  in- 
tended that  the  inquiry  should  be  ad- 
journed as  a  matter  of  course  until  the 
ship  was  raised,  or  whether  it  would  be 
in  the  discretion  of  the  gentleman  pre- 
siding at  the  inquiry  to  proceed  to  take 
such  evidence  as  would  be  available  in 
reference  to  the  condition  oi  iha  vessel 
before  the  raisii^  of  the  vessel  1 

Mb.  RTTCHIB  did  not  think  there 
would  be  any  advantage  in  going  into 
evidence  until  the  ship  was  raised. 
Clearly  the  chief  evidence  would  be  the 
condition  of  the  ship  and  crew  ;  if  mean- 
time other  evidence  were  proceeded  with, 
it  would  probably  have  to  be  gone  over 
i^in.  Under  any  circumstance  there 
could  not  be  a  re|>ort  until  the  ship  was 


raised,  and  he  saw  no  valid  reason  for 

Soing  cm.  witJi  the  inquiry  until  the  evi- 
ence  could  be  completed. 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  can  say  what  provision  has 
been  made  for  the  parents,  widows,  and 
children  respectively  of  the  men  lost 
by  "the  foundering  of  the  lightship  Pu^^ 
and,  whether  this  provision  will  accrue 
from  the  date  of  the  disaster  1 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  I  am  afraid  that  I 
can  only  repeat  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  the  reply  that  was  given  to  him 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  on  my  behalf 
on  the  2l8t  instant,  namely,  that  the 
Board  are  making  inquiries  as  to  the 
amount  of  pensions  and  gratuities  which 
should  be  granted  to  the  families  of  the 
men  lost  by  the  foundering  of  the  light- 
ship Puffin.  As  soon  as  a  decision  is 
arrived  at,  I  shall  be  happy  to  com- 
municate  it  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member. 

Caftaik  DONBLAN  asked  whether, 
seeing  tiaat  this  disaster  dated  so  for 
back  as  October  last,  and  the  delay  was 
serious  to  those  concerned,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  use  his  influence  for 
an  early  settlement  1 

Mb.  RITCHIE  said  he  was  urging 
forward  the  matter  so  far  as  he  could. 
He  had  made  a  rep):esentation  in  that 
direction  that  day. 

AIQIY  POEEIGN  MEAT  SUPPLY. 
Captain  IX>KELAN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  he  is  aware  that  certain  con- 
tracts, containing  the  unreviaed  con- 
ditions as  to  the  supply  of  foreign  meat 
to  the  troops  in  Ireland,  have  been 
recently  renewed ;  and,  whether  any 
steps  will  be  taken  to  reduce  the  propor- 
tion of  foreign  meat  at  present  permitted 
under  the  terms  of  these  contracts  1 
*Thk  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Pdwkll- 
WiLLiAHS,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  con- 
tracts for  supplying  the  troops  in  Ireland 
with  meat  expired  in  December.  They 
were  therefore  necessarily  renewed  ;  and 
until,  as  the  result  of  the  pending  inquiry, 
it  is  seen  whether  or  not  any  material 
change  is  practicable  in  the  present 
system,  that  system  remains  in  operation. 
These  contracts  will  expire  in  June 
next. 
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Captain  DONELAN  asked  was  it 
not  the  fact  that  contracts  now  in  force 
permitted  the  supply  of  40  per  cent,  of 
foreign  meat  to  the  troops  in  Ireland, 
and  could  not  some  immediate  steps  be 
tak^  to  reduce  that  proportion  1 

♦Mb.  POWELL-WIUCJAMS  said  he 
bad  stated  several  times  what  the  pro- 
pwtion  allowed  was,  and  it  was  impossiUe 
to  make  any  change  in  the  system  nntjl 
Uie  result  of  the  inquiry  was  known. 

TELEGRAPH   FAC1LITIE9  (FAIRVIEW, 
COUNTY  DUBLIN). 

Mb.  J.  J.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) : 
I  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trm- 
sury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  will  he  explain  why  the  Post- 
master Qeneral  has  refused  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners of  Clontarf,  County  Dublin,  to 
establish  a  telegraphic  office  at  Fairriew, 
a  place  within  that  township,  although 
the  telegraph  lines  run  in  close  proxi- 
mity to  the  proposed  office  j  whether  he 
is  aware  that  in  the  district  of  Fairriew 
there  is  a  population  of  about  3,000 
which  is  at  present  wholly  without  tele- 
graphic facUities ;  and  whether,  if  so, 
and  since  no  expense  need  be  incurred 
in  erecting  a  postal  telegraph  office  at 
Fairview,  he  will  now  reconsider  the 
subject,  with  a  view  to  conceding  the 
request  made  by  the  Clontarf  Board  1 
*Me.  HANBURY  ;  The  question  of 
establishing  a  Tel^aph  Office  at  Fair- 
view  has  only  recently  been  considered, 
and  the  circumstances  did  not  at  that 
time  appear  to  be  such  as  to  justify  the 
extension.  The  Postmaster  General 
will,  however,  cause  a  further  inquiry  on 
the  subject  to  be  made. 

SLIQO  ABBEY. 
Me.  B.  COLLERY  (Sligo,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  witether  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  made  an  order 
for  closing  the  old  Sligo  Abbey  as  a 
place  of  interment ;  and,  if  such  order  is 
now  in  force,  whether  the  attention  of 
the  Board  of  Works  has  been  called  to 
the  decaying  state  of  the  Abbey ;  and, 
whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  under 
the  Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Acts 
(Ireland)  to  have  those  interesting  ruins 
restored? 


*Mb.  HANBT7BY  :  The  Board  under- 
stand that  the  closing  order  was  issued 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  early 
in  169S.  The  ruins,  which  are  vested  in 
the  Board  of  Works,  were  repaired  by 
the  late  Lord  Mount-Temple,  and  in  1894 
the  inspector  reported  that  no  immediate 
w(H'k8  were  neoessuy.  Works  that  are 
considered  desirable  have  been  postponed 
owing  to  the  conditi<m  of  the  graveyard, 
and  they  will  be  carried  out  gradually 
when  the  condition  of  the  graveyard 
permits. 


CURRENT  RATE  OF  WAGES 
(WOOLWICH  DISTRICT). 

«SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  I'reasury  what  has  been 
the  result  of  the  Inquiry  promised  by 
him  in  the  Debate  of  the  7th  August  to 
be  undertaken  by  the  Labour  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade  into  the 
current  rate  of  wages  in  the  Wotdwich 
district  1 

The  FIRST  IX)BD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  The  pledge  I  gave  on 
August  7th  was  that  the  Government 
would  employ  all  official  means  at  their 
command  to  ascertain  the  rate  of  wages 
current  in  the  district  for  labour  such  as 
that  employed  by  the  State,  I  under- 
stand the  War  Office  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  been  in  communication  on 
the  subject,  and  any  assistance  the 
Board  of  Trade  can  give  has  been  offered 
and  will  be  given. 
*SiR  C.  DILKE  inquired  if  any  state- 
ment was  likely  to  be  made  on  the 
subject,  or  would  it  be  left  to  the 
Estimates  % 

Thb  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  think  it  will  be  left  to  the 
Estimates,  but  I  will  communicate  vitb 
my  right  hon.  Friends. 


LICENSING  LAWS  COIIMISSION. 

Mb.  F.  a.  CHANNING  (North- 
ampton,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  has 
considered  the  numerous  representations 
made  on  behalf  of  working  men's  clubs 
in  reference  to  the  composition  of  the 
Conunission  on  the  Licensing  Iaws; 
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and,  whetiier,  having  r^rd  to  the  com- 
pleteness  of  the  Inquiry,  he  will  recom- 
mend the  appointment,  as  an  additional 
member  of  the  Commission,  of  some 
suitable  representative  of  the  bond  fide 
working  men's  clabs  1 

Thb  first  lord  op  thi  TREA- 
SURY :  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will 
allow  me  to  read  a  short  extract  from  a 
pablio  letter  I  wrote  on  the  subject  to 
pwsons  interested  in  the  representation 

clubs  on  this  Commission.  I  stated, 
anxu^;  other  things,  that  while 

"there  is  great  objection  to  adding*  to  the 
number  of  CommisBiotiers  after  substantial  pro- 
grees  has  been  made  with  the  work  of  the 
Commismon,  I  do  not  think  the  interest  of  those 
belonging  to  your  association,  or  the  much 
lai^^er  number  of  jwrsons  belonging  to  clubs 
throughout  the  country,  will  be  in  any  way 
ii^ored  by  leaving  the  comporition  of  the  Com- 
miasion  as  it  is.  Ibny  members  of  the  C!om- 
minion  are  intraested  in  the  successful  manage- 
ment and  working  of  these  clubs,  and  I  am  sure 
the  desire  to  do  justice  to  this  port  of  the 
Inquiry  animates  the  chairman  and  all  members 
of  the  Cfnumission." 


INTERNATIONAL  MONETARY 

CONFERENCE. 

Mh.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  <^  the  Treasury,  whether  the  Oot- 
emment  intoid  to'  coK^)erate  in  any 
movement  that  may  be  made  to  hold  a 
monetary  international  conference  at  an 
early  date ;  and,  whether,  in  such  event, 
it  will  be  arranged  that  a  fair  share 
€&.  representation  will  be  allotted  to 
hi-metalists  \ 

Thb  first  LORD  op  the  TREA. 
SURY :  There  is  no  probability  of  the 
Government  initiating  such  a  movement, 
and  manifestly  it  would  be  premature 
to  discuss  the  oompoaition  of  a  oon- 
ference  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  yet 
pK^KMed. 

IMPOSITION  OF  FINES  ON  WORKMEN. 

Mb.  G.  W.  WOLFF  (Belfast,  E.)  asked 
the  Home  Secretary  whether  his  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  fact  that  firms 
in  TOriouB  parts  of  the  countiy  had  pub- 
lished lists  of  fines  to  which  tiieir  work- 
people were  to  be  liable,  and  whether  in 
some  cases  these  lists  had  been  published 

VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  sbiubs.] 


without  any  eiplanation  to  the  work- 
people, and,  if  these  facts  were  so,  in 
what  way  was  the  Act  of  last  Session 
operative  % 

Sm  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY: 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  cases 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member.  Pre- 
vious to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  last 
Session  there  was  no  legal  protection  to 
the  workpeople  against  fines.  The  em- 
ployer was  free  to  impose  fines  arbi- 
trarily, without  notice  and  without  any 
limit  as  to  the  amount.  IJow  no  fines 
can  be  imposed  xmless  there  has  been  a 
previous  written  or  printed  notice 
forming  part  of  the  contract  of  em- 
ployment. The  fines  can  be  im- 
posed only  for  acts  which  do  damage 
to  the  employer,  and  they  must 
be  reasonable  in  amount  If  any  em- 
ployer imposes  a  fine  without  notice,  or 
if  the  fine  imposed  is  unreasonably 
severe,  he  is  liable  to  be  convicted  and 
punished,  and  has  to  make  good  the  fine 
improperly  imposed.  More  than  this, 
the  employer  is  liable  to  conviction  if 
any  fine  named  in  the  notice  be  excessive 
and  persons  work  under  it,  even  though 
no  fine  has  actuaUy  been  imposed.  I  • 
have  power  in  any  case  to  exempt  a  trade 
from  the  Act,  but  if  I  do  so  in  the  cases 
where  the  lines  are  in  dispute  the  only 
effect  would  be  to  enable  the  employer 
to  impose  th^e  fines  without  any  restric- 
tion whatever. 

*Mr.  J.  SAMUEL  (Stockton)  asked  in 
what  way  the  Act  limited  the  imposition 
of  fines.  Was  it  not  absolutely  in  the 
power  of  the  employer  by  notice  to  say 
what  should  constitute  the  fines  work- 
men should  pay,  and  the  workmen  could 

onlv  accept  such  noticed  

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY: 
1  can  only  say  the  object  of  the  Act  was 
not  to  legalise  any  fines  that  were  ill^al 
before,  but  to  define  them  and  to  render 
illegal  those  which  were  arbitrary  or  ex- 
cessive, and  to  make  clear  to  all  con- 
cerned what  was  l^al  and  what  was  rot. 


LEASEHOLDERS  (PURCHASE  OF  FEB 
SIMPLE)  BILL. 

Second  Reading  defared  from  Friday, 
12th  March,  till  Wednesday,  24  March. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

[adjourned    DBBATB.  FIFTH  DAT.] 

Order  Read,  for  reeuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  [22nd 
Jfmuarj]  to  Main  Question  [I9th  Jan- 
uary], "  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majeaty,  as  followeth :  — 

"  Most  GiBcioiifl  Sovereign, 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  mcwt  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Uretit  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks 
to  your  Majesty  for  Otia  gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Uajeaty  has  addressed  to  both  Honses  of 
Parliament."-- ^Fiwwoi*  Fittkeriom.) 

And  which  Amendment  was,  at  the 
end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words :  — 

BKLBA8S  or  DTNAHITABDB. 

**  And  we  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty 
fliat,  in  our  opinion,  the  explanation  given  by 
the  Uovemmant  to  jtutify  the  release  of  the 
dynamitaids  is  inadequate,  and  is  calculated  to 
encourage  a  lecrudeBcenoe  of  that  form  of 
crime." — (Sir  Ht^nrif  IletcortA.J 

Question  again  propcraed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added: — "Debate  re- 
sumed— 

Mr.  MICHAEL  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.), 
who  ezpreesed  his  surprise  and  r^et 
that  an  hon.  Member  who  was  animated 
by  BO  many  humane  sentiments  and  was 
free  from  so  many  of  the  prejudices  of 
his  political  Party  should  have  taken  up 
an  attitude  on  the  exercise  of  the 
clemency  of  the  Crown  more  in  keeping 
with  the  spirit  of  an  academic  Judge  Jef- 
tmyi  than  of  an  enlightened  politician 
representing  a  great  Lancashire  con- 
stituency. It  attacking  the  exercise  of 
the  clemency  of  the  Crown,  by  the  Home 
Office,  the  hon.  Member  attacked  what 
had  become  by  custom  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution. He  protested  emphatically 
against  the  Amendment  and  the  Spee-.h 
hy  which  it  was  supported,  because  Eng- 
Ifmd  alone  among  civilised  nations  did 
not  differwtiate  between  political  pri- 
aioners  and  ordinary  malefactors.  But 
he  would  take  a  wider  ground  and  refer 
to  a  wider  feeling  on  this  question.  He 
assorted  that  there  was  in  the  popular 
mind  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land a  conviction  that  the  sentences 
inflicted  in  Courts  of  Justice  in- 
variably erred  on  the  side  of  seroity 


rather  than  <m  tiie  side  of  leoienc;. 
He  went  also  so  far  as  to  say  there  to 
a  belief  in  the  popular  mind  that  tke 
power  vested  in  the  Home  Secretary  ol  • 
mitigating  the  too  great  severity  of  the 
law  was  a  wise,  just,  and  humane  power, 
and  he  was  convinced  that  until  there 
was  a  Criminal  Court  of  Revision  snd 
Appeal,  the  conviction  would  remain  in 
the  public  mind  that  it  would  be  wrong 
to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  this 
himiane  power  by  the  Home  Secrbtaiy. 
Hear,  hear  I"]   Th^  had  now  in  Ire- 
nd  what  was  called  an  intereeting  nev 
movement,  and  they  found  noble  Mm- 
bers  of  another  place  following  the  prac- 
tice of  some  of  their  ancestors  and  lead- 
ing the  Irish  people  in  the  direction  of 
revolt  against  some  phases  of  En^ih 
rule.    They  had  been  told  that  it  might 
be  possible  to  have  the  episode  of  Boston 
repeated  in  Irish  history — [laugkttr]-' 
and  that  a  no-tax  agitation  was  possiUe 
in  Ireland.    If  those  principles  were  ad- 
vocated and  carried  to  their  logical  con- 
clusion some  of  those  noble  lords  mi^ 
make  the  acquaintance  of  penal  aerri* 
tude.    He  would  aak  the  hon.  Member 
for  Salford  whether  he  could  imagine, 
with  peace  to  his  mind,  Lord  Castletown 
condemned  to  be  yoked  to  a  cart  in  Dart- 
moor, drawing  manure  and  coals  and 
stones  about,  as  he  himself  was  when  in 
that  prison.     Could  he  imagine  Lord 
Mayo  being  condemned  for  six  years  to 
live  in  a  semi-darkened  cell,  7ft.  long  1^ 
4Jft.  wide,  and  not  allowed  to  excl^nge 
a  word  with  his  fellow-prisoners  1  ["  Hear, 
hear  t"]    He  appealed  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber whether  it  waa  not  wise  eren  from  a 
Unionist    point    of    view    to  allov 
this   dispensing    power    to  remain 
intact    in    the   hands  of  the  Home 
Secretary,    because    it    was  possible 
that    in    future    Tory    Prime  Minis- 
ters might  arise  more  wise  and  more 
patriotic  than  Lord  Salisbury,  who  might 
look  in  the  direction  of  Salford  for  an 
ideal  Home  Secretary,  and  he  was  sure 
that  in  such  a  contingency  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  only  be  to  too  ^lad  to  mitigate 
the  rigours  of  penal  servitude  in  the  in> 
Btances   to   whidi   he   had  referred. 
[Laughter  and  "Hear,  hear!"]  One 
could  imagine,  on  hearing  the  speedi  ot 
the  hon.  Member  on  Friday  ni^t,  that 
such  a  thing  as  the  curtailment  of  sen- 
tences by  a  Home  Secretary  waa  scarcely 
ever  known  until  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  waa  placed  in  that  reipon* 
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siUe  position.  But  they  knew  that  it 
vas  of  ahnost  constant  occurrence,  and 
that  the  Home  Office  had  again  and 
again  to  interfere,  in  response  to  popular 
feeling,  by  way  of  tempering  justice  with 
merc^.  He  believed  he  was  right  in  say- 
ing that  whilst  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Fife  was  Home  Secretary  he  released 
two  or  three  allied  dynamitards — and 
he  hoped  he  released  a  large  number  of 
ordinary  prisoners— on  the  ^und  that 
they  had  been  sufficiently  punished  by  the 
sentences  already  undergone.  ["Hear, 
hear  I"]  Lord  Lliuidal,  who,  as  Mr, 
Bfatthews,  was  a  former  Home  Secretary, 
went  so  far  as  to  reverse  inside  of  a  few 
hours — wisely  and  humanely — in  the 
case  of  Mrs.  Maybrick,  the  sentence 
passed  by  one  of  the  highest  Judges  of 
the  land,  and  he  believed  he  also  libe- 
rated several  all^;ed  dynamitards  and 
political  prisoners  even  before  they  had 
undei^ne  more  tfaui  half  the  twma 
served  by  the  men  who  were  released  a 
short  time  ago  by  the  present  Home 
Secretary.  ["  Hear,  hear  ["]  But  worse 
than  that  remained  to  be  told,  for  even 
amongst  the  elect  there  had  been  cle- 
mency E^eed  to  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
was  a  member  of  Lord  Beaconsfield's 
Administration  in  1877.  He  was  Chief 
Secretary  in  that  Government,  and  he 
was  bound  to  say  the  opinion  prevailed 
in  Ireland  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
endeavoiired  to  the  best  of  his  ability  to 
do  what  he  could  for  a  country  which 
he  understood  no  more  about  than  any 
other  ordinary  Englishman.  [Laughter.] 
During  that  model  Ministry  six  Fenian 
prisoners  were  released.  Three  of  them 
had  been  tried  by  court-martial  in  the 
Army,  one  of  whom  had  been  sentenced 
to  be  shot  and  two  to  penal  servitude  for 
life.  The  civilians  were  dealt  with  by 
two  of  them  being  sentenced  to  penal 
servitude  for  life  and  one  of  them  to  16 
years'.  These  six  men  were  all  young 
mok  when  they  went  to  prison.  Thera 
were  only  two  of  them  now  alive,  and 
one  of  them  waa  he  who  was  then  tres- 
passing upon  the  indulgence  and  kind- 
ness of  the  Bouse.  ["Hear,  hear  I  "J 
Tha  Tory  Party  waa  not  the  only  offender 
in  this  respect.  He  was,  however,  bound 
to  say  that,  speaking  for  himself,  he 
owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Tory 
Party,  for  he  had  been  imprisoned  three 
times  by  the  LibenUs  and  released  twice 
tiy  the  Tories.   [Laughter.]  In  1870 


Mr.  Gladstone  released  some  20  or  25 
political  prisoners  who  had  only  under> 
gone  an  avenge  of  about  three-and-half 
years  of  their  sentences,  and  yet  juries 
had  gone  on  convicting  prisoners  ever 
since,  Judges  had  passed  sentences,  and 
the  law  had  been  administered  without 
any  infringement  upon  justice.  ["  Hear, 
hear  t"]  In  fact,  during  the  last  thirty 
years  he  did  not  think  there  had  been  a 
Home  Secretary  who  had  made  less  use 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  this 
respect  than  the  Home  Secretary  who 
was  now  impeached  by  one  of  his  col* 
leagues  below  the  gangway.  ["Hear, 
hear  1"]  On  this  vital  matter  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  by  the  Home  Office,  he 
would  quote  some  words  that  he  was  sure 
would  be  received  with  great  respect  by 
the  House — words  spoken  on  the  1st 
August,  1876,  on  a  matter  submitted  to 
the  House  in  his  own  behalf  and  others 
then  in  prison  Mr.  O'Connor  Power, 
who  was  then  an  ornament  of  debate  in 
that  House.  The  late  Mr.  John  Bright, 
speaking  on  the  occasion,  used  these 
memorable  words,  directly  appIicaUe  to 
the  issue  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  in  his  Amendment :  — 

"  He  regretted "  {7^  ZtoMt  report  of  fh« 
apeech  said)  "  that  lie  had  not  on  the  previoiis 
occasion  said  what  he  had  long  thought  with 
regiard  to  what  was  called  &e  Mancheeter 
oatrage.  There  was  one  mas  shot  dead  and 
three  penone  were  hanged  for  that  murder.  It 
had  always  appeared  to  him  that  the  course 
taken  by  the  Home  OfBce  on  that  occasion  was 
a  vety  unwise  one.  In  a  case  of  this  kind  to 
have  hanged  three  men  for  one  fatal  shot  waa  a 
mistaka — a  miitake  according  to  the  ordinary 
practice  of  our  law,  and  a  great  mistake  when 
looked  at  in  its  political  aspect.  He  knew  that 
it  had  been  d^ed  that  this  was  strictly  a 
political  case  or  that  the  severity  waa  resorted  to 
because  it  waa  a  political  case.  But  he  had 
always  held  the  opinion  that  it  was  solely 
becaose  it  waa  a  political  case  that  three  mm 
were  banged  for  the  maxder  of  ms  man.  The 
other  day  a  trade  outrage  was  committed  near 
Bolton.  A  man  was  killed  and  three  men  were 
convicted,  but  they  were  convicted  of  man* 
slaughter  and  not  (4  morder,  and  unless  the 
Manchestor  outrage  was  not  viewed  as  a  political 
offence,  he  oould  not  see  that  it  waa  diilezeDt 
.lh>m  the  B(dton  ease  he  had  deoeribed." 

No  one  would  assert  that  any  statesman 
of  our  age  had  a  greater  regard  for  the 
integrity  of  justice  and  for  the  character 
of  the  Courts  of  Law  than  the  orator  who 
shed  lustre  on  that  House  for  so  many 
years — John  Bright.  The  hon.  Member 
opposite,  not  content  with  trying  t*"* 
double-lock  the  door  upon  the  Irish 
g  2  V/yiA  i>oy. 
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political  prisoners  still  in  goal,  had  at- 
tacked, in  veiy  bitter  terms,  those  who 
had  been  released.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  reports  were  made  by  four 
dootOFB  on  four  different  occasions,  that 
reports  were  also  received  from  the 
regular  medicid  officer  of  the  gaol  and 
the  regular  inspector,  and  that  all  these 
gentlemen  testified  that  the  prisonera 
were  shamming  madness.  He  would  tell 
the  hon.  Member  that  "  shamming  "  was 
invariably  charged  against  prisoners  who 
showed  symptoms  of  insanity.  He  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  many  among  the 
baser  criminal  class  who  did  pretend  to 
be  mad  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  release, 
but  it  was  nevertheless  true  that  there 
was  no  condition  of  life  more  calculated 
to  engender  mental  disease  than  im- 
prisonment. It  could  be  shown  from 
statistics  how  unfair  and  unjust  the  hon. 
Member  had  been  in  his  strictures  on  the 
unfortunate  men  who  had  been  liberated. 
The  Protestant  chaplain  of  Wands- 
worth Prison  had  recently  published  an 
article  proving  that  whilst  the  annual 
ratio  of  insanity  among  the  general 
population  for  15  years  was  eight  per 
10,000,  the  ratio  of  insanity  among  pri- 
soners was  226  per  10,000.  Could  it  be 
thought  singular  that  out  of  the  15  or 
16  Irish  poUtical  prisoners  two  or  three 
should  have  shown  qrmptoms  of  mad- 
ness I  When  men  had  been  subject  to 
the  rigours  of  penal  servitude  for  13 
years  it  would  be  almost  a  miracle  if 
none  of  them  were  to  show  signs  of 
mental  aberration.  The  hon.  Member 
had  commented  upon  the  way  in  which 
one  or  two  of  the  released  men  were 
received  in  Ireland,  and  he  seemed  to 
think  that  the  presence  of  one  of  these 
gentlemen  at  a  public  meeting  which  he 
addressed  pointed  to  demoralisation 
among  the  Irish  people.  H^  was  an 
example  of  the  "unctuous  rectitude" — 
r«A«er<] — to  which  refe^nce  had  lately 
been  made.  Of  course  they  had  not  all 
enjoyed  the  great  advantage  of  being 
brought  up  under  the  moral  influence  of 
Salford  and  Manchester.  ]LaughUr.'\ 
He  would  tell  the  hon.  Member  why  the 
release  of  these  political  prisoners  was 
acclaimed  by  the  Irish  people.  Being  a 
Celtic  race  the  Irish  had  long  memories, 
and  they  recollected  that  one  of 
England's  favoiu-ite  practices  in  Ireland 
in  the  past  was  to  employ  the  spy  and 
the  informer.     The  reason  why  Irish 
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political  prisoners  were  occasionally  sent 
into  that  House  was  because  Irishmen 
wished  to  protest  agaiiwt  their  country 
being  ruled  by  gentlemen  having  the 
prejudiced  views  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Salford.  This  alleged  demoralisation  in 
Ireland  m^ht  be  compared  by  the  hon. 
Member  with  profit  with  something  that 
occurred  not  many  years  ago  in  this 
centre  of  civilisation,  and  of  moral, 
benevolent,  and  Christian  ^  progress  in 
London  itself.  ["Hear,  hear!"  aiui 
laughter.]  There  was  the  trial,  in  1857, 
of  Dr.  Bernard,  who  was  accused  of 
being  an  accomplice  of  Orsini's,  and  of 
making  the  bombs  which  were  thrown  iu 
Paris  and  blew  several  innocent  people 
into  pieces.  Although  his  guilt  was 
manifest  to  everybody,  Dr.  Bernard  was 
at  once  acquitted  by  a  London  jury,  and 
The  Time*  of  the  following  morning  de- 
clared that  even  if  Bemud  had  been 
proved  guilty,  it  was  not  the  duty  of 
Englishmen  to  judge  French  conspiratoi  b 
according  to  the  rigid  laws  of  English 
morality.  ['*  Hear,  hear  1 "]  The  jury 
were  actually  banqueted  for  their  verdict 
by  the  citizens  of  London.  The  hon. 
Member  had  alluded  to  the  courageous 
conduct  of  the  late  Home  Secretary,  des- 
cribing it  as  "  doubly  courageous  con- 
sidering the  pressure  behind  him."  That 
being  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member, 
he  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  East  Fife  whether  the  Irish  Members 
had  ever  made  any  unfair  proposal  to 
him  or  suggested  a  deal  or  done  anything 
of  that  kind. — [Mr.  Asquith:  "No, 
never  1 "] — If  then  in  the  case  of  the 
Home  Secretary  of  a  Government  which 
the  Nationalist  Members  held  in  power 
there  was  nothing  of  the  sort  it  was  mon- 
strously absurd  for  the  hou.  Member  to 
surest  that  something  of  the  kind  might 
have  occurred  under  a  Unionist  Govern- 
ment. ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Theoi  the  hon. 
Member  had  called  attention  to  abuse  of 
the  late  Home  Secretary  in  American 
papers,  saying  that  in  the  last  few  years 
"Bloody  Asquith"  and  "Ruffian  Asquith"^ 
had  been  prominent  headlines.  But  the 
attacks  upon  the  right  hon.  Member  had 
not  been  confined  to  American  writers  or 
Irish-American  writera.  Englishmen 
went  to  America  occasionally  and 
dabbled  in  joumalism,  and  even  in  con- 
spiracy—-["  hear,  hear  I "] — and  whilst 
the  late  Home  Secretary  was  in  office  an 
Ei^Itshman  was  attacking  him  openly 
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in  America,  and  suggesting  at  meetings 
of  Irishmen  that  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  be  assassinated,  and  that  the 
British  Embassy  in  Washington  should 
be  broken  up  with  dynamite.  He  warned 
the  hon.  Member  for  Salford  to  bear  in 
mind  in  future  that  all  that  was  written 
in  American  newspapers  did  not  come 
from  the  honest  enemies  of  the  country. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  the  Isle  of 
Thanet  on  Friday  made  a  very  serious 
statement.  He  said  that  the  Government 
were  now  apparently  going  to  rely  for 
■upport  on  the  representatives  of  those 
niiO  were  called  the  bulk  of  the  Irish 
people. — [Mr.  Jahis  Lowma:  "I  re- 
ternd  to  things  published  in  the  recess. 
The  statement  was  not  mine."] — He  un- 
derstood the  right  hon.  Member  to  say 
that  the  failm-e  of  justice  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  Ivory's  case  was  associated  with 
a  general  tendency  of  that  kind.  What 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mean? 
Pid  he  mean  to  insinuate  that  the 
Nationalist  Members  had  entered  into 
any  compact  with  the  Home  Secretary 
with  the  object  of  defeating  the  ends  of 
justice  at  the  Old  Bailey?  He  regretted 
he  could  not  discuss  the  question 
of  the  recent  trial  on  that  occasion,  and 
trusted  that  before  many  days  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  throw 
some  light  upon  it.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
He  asked  the  House  to  consider  the 
spectacle  presented  to  the  world  by  what 
occurred  in  that  Chamber  on  Friday  last. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Salford's  Amend- 
ment practically  amounted  to  a  vote  of 
censure  on  the  Government  for  releasing 
four  or  five  men  convicted  of  a  political 
mme;  yet  on  the  same  afternoon  the 
Under  Secretaiy  for  Foreign  Affairs 
answered  a  question  put  to  him  by  an 
hon.  lumber  of  the  Opposition,  the  reply 
bdng  headed  in  The  Times  as  Political 
Prisoners  in  Turkey."  From  that  reply 
one  gathered  that  all  prisoners  in  the 
Sultan's  capital  were  being  released ;  yet 
not  many  months  ago  a  band  of  desperate 
men  entered  a  bank  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  and  flung  down  dynamite  bombs 
among  women  and  children  in  the  streets 
of  Constantmople.  He  held  that  the  life 
of  a  woman  or  a  child,  be  they  Turks  or 
Hatabele,  English  or  Irish,  were  of  the 
•ame  value.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  They 
bad  here  a  Government,  generally  sup- 
ported by  the  hon.  Member  opposite, 
compeUk^g  the  Sultan  to  release  these 


bomb-throwers  at  once,  while  the  world 
saw  the  same  Government  doubling  the 
bars  of  its  prison  doors  against  the  re- 
lease of  four  or  five  Irish  political 
prisonOTS.  [CheeriA 

Tbm  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob  ram 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  Matthbw 
Whttb  Rn>LBT,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) 
whose  rising  was  received  with  cheers, 
said:  The  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  made  a  very  interesting 
speech  to  the  House,  but  I  trust  he 
will  not  expect  me  to  follow  him  into 
all  the  questions  he  has  raised,  and  which' 
I  venture  to  think  are  not  very  germane 
to  the  immediate  Amendment  now  before 
the  House.  I  hope,  however,  it  will  ba 
some  satisfaction  to  zny  rig^t  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Isle  of 
Thanet,  who  spoke  on  Friday  night, 
that  he  has  succeeded  at  last  in  secur- 
ing some  compliments  from  an  Irish 
representative.  [Laughter.]  The  hon. 
Member  has  spoken  about  the  genial 
dispensing  powers  of  the  Home  Office 
and  the  responsibility  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  advising  the  exercise 
of  the  prerogative  of  mercy.  I 
apprehend  that  if  I  were  to 
go  into  thaJb  subject  in  detail  you.  Sir, 
would  rule  me  out  of  order;  but  I  do 
desire  to  say — although,  perhaps,  it 
ought  not  to  be  said  by  one  holding  my 
position — that,  delicate  and  difficult  as 
are  the  duties  of  the  office  which  I  hold, 
I  believe  that  the  general  exercise  of  that 
powei',  has  in  its  results  afforded  satisfac- 
tiou  to  the  public  sontinient.  [Cheers.^ 
I  assure  the  House  that  in  this  mat- 
ter tiiere  never  has  been  from  the 
banning  any  compact  between  the  Irish 
Member  and  myself  or  any  member  '>f 
the  Government,  any  more  than  there 
'was  a  compact  with  the  right  hon. 
Grentlemuu  who  j>receded  ine  in  the 
Home  Office.  [Cheers.]  I  should 
iiave  thought  it  hardly  necessary 
to  deny  this  [cheers]  had  it  not  been 
for  the  underlying  feeling — will  not  say 
for  the  express  argument — of  my  hon. 
Friend  who  moved  this  Amendment,  and 
for  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  who  had 
some  leaning  apparently  that  way.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  quoted  certain  words 
of  mine,  which  he  was  perfectly  justified 
in  using,  having  a  tendency  to  prove 
that  I  thought  these  particular  prisoners 
were    political    prisoners.  ["Hear, 
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hear !  "]  I  have  admitted,  as  those  who 
have  gone  before  me  have  admitted, 
that  these  men  might  be  described 
as  political  prisons  in  the  sense 
that  they  were  tried  under  the  Treason 
Felony  Act.  This  cannot  be  denied,  and 
in  a  sense  it  is  fair  to  believe  that  there 
were  politioal  motives  which  guided  them 
towards  the  disastrous  crimes  which  they 
unfortunately  sot^ht  to  commit.  I  have 
admitted  it,  bat  I  expressly  added  in  the 
same  speeches  that  you  mu8t  go  beyond 
such  motives.  I  said,  as  my  predecessor 
said,  that  when  you  find  men  dealing 
with  dynamite  in  the  way  in  which  these 
men  were  found  guilty  of  deahng  with 
it,  th^  were  guilty  of  crimes  which,  in 
the  oinmon  of  the  civilised  world,  were 
atrocious,  and  against  which  society  rtv 
quired  the  strongest  protection  of  penal 
laws.  But  I  stroi^ly  repudiate  any  special 
treatment  oE  these  prisons.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  would  have  no 
worse  treatment.  I  have  seen  it 
inferred  that  because  these  prisoners  had 
been  guilty  of  these  crimes,  and  because 
it  was  generally  felt  they  ought  to  re- 
ceive severe  punishment,  they  were  to  be 
exempt  from  the  ordinary  rules  of  mercy 
with  regard  to  health.  I  state  most  em- 
phatically, without  the  slightest  qualifi- 
cation or  reserve,  that  in  advisix^  the 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy  in  the 
case  of  these  four  men  last  August  I  acted 
solely  and  entirely  on  medical  grounds. 
[Cheer*.}  1  have  no  tsrriire  pentU 
whatever  in  the  matter;  I  felt  myself 
absolutely  forced  to  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  I  came.  I  only  r^et  that 
other  circumstances,  for  which  I  blame 
no  one,  did  not  allow  me  to  make  this 
explanation  more  expressly  before  the 
country.  As  regards  the  question  of 
there  having  been  any  special  treat- 
ment, I  have  followed  the  course  taken 
by  the  right  hon.  Crratlemaa  opposite 
with  regard  to  mas  who  had  been  found 
guilty  of  these  crimes — that  they  ought 
to  be,  and  would  be,  subject  to  exactly 
the  same  rules  as  other  prisoners  sen- 
tenced to  long  terms  of  imprisonment. 
That  is  the  rule  on  which  I  have  pro- 
ceeded, and  that  is  the  rule  followed 
by  those  who  have  been  my  pre- 
decessors in  office.  There  has  been 
no  idea  whatever  of  taking  into  account 
the  supposed  existence  of  political  motive 
or  of  d«^g  with  tiiese  men  either  better 
or  worse  than  we  deal  with  other 
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prisopers.  My  hon.  Friend  who  proposed 
the  Amendment  quoted  certain  figures. 
He  said  that  out  of  an  aven^  of  4,600 
convicts  in  our  prisons,  five  were  released 
in  1894,  and  five  in  1895,  while  last  year, 
out  of  nine  dynamite  prisoners  four 
were  released.  My  hon.  Friend  drew  an 
inference  from  tiuMe  figures  which  was 
■oaroely  to  be  expected  from  a  gentlonan 
of  his  capacity.  In  the  first  place  I 
should  like  to  tell  my  hon.  Friend  that 
these  Prison  Department  figures  are  not 
quite  complete.  The  total  number  of  men 
who  have  on  medical  grounds  been  re- 
leased from  convict  prisons  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years  was  1 6 
,in  1893,  nine  in  1894,  13  in  1895, 
and  20  in  1896  which  includes 
the  four  men  whose  release  is  now  under 
consideration.  Secondly  if  you  want  to 
make  a  fair  comparison  as  r^ards  these 
releases  between  one  year  and  another,  I 
submit  that  my  hon.  Friend  should  make 
his  comparison  either  between  the  one 
year's  set  of  long  sentence  prisoners  wid 
the  others,  or  between  all  the  prisoners 
in  the  one  year  and  all  in  the  other,  and 
he  should  not  take  out  a  certain  number 
of  pruoners  who  have  been  sentenced  to 
long  terms  of  penal  servitude  and  whose 
oases  may  naturally  call  for  the  exoxise 
of  the  special  powers  of  the  Crown,  and 
compare  the  figures  for  those  prisoners 
with  the  figures  in  another  year  for  all 
prisoners  indiscriminately.  I  come  now 
to  what  I  have  substantially  said 
before.  In  dealing  with  these  pri- 
soners I  have  pursued  the  general 
practice  of  the  Home  Office,  a» 
practice  which  has  been  in  existence  for 
many  years,  and  in  which  I  am  sure  £ 
shall  be  corroborated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  who  have  held  this 
office.  Shortly  stated,  that  practice  w 
this.  When  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  satisfied  upon  a  medical  certifi- 
cate that  continued  imprisonment  will 
endanger  life  or  reason,  he  is  justified, 
nay,  he  is  called  upon  to  exercise  the 
prerogative  of  mercy.  I  do  not  speak 
of  other  conditions  which  must  of  course 
^ittach  to  the  question  of  release,  be- 
cause they  are  not  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  my  argument ;  but  I 
say  that  this  is  a  perfectly  sound  proposi- 
tion, and  I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  a 
contraiy  belief  should  be  entertained.  I 
am  confident  it  is  the  general  beliel  of  the 
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couutry  and  of  this  House  that  when  a 
long  Bentenoe  of  penal  serrittide  is  in- 
flicted it  is  not  intended  to  be  a  sen- 
tence of  death,  or  a  sentence  which 
should  commit  a  man  to  the  lunatic 
s^ylum.  [CA««r«.]  What  is  the  duty  of 
the  Home  Office  1  I  submit  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Home  Office  to  satisfy  itself 
bj  the  best  means  it  can  command — 
which  of  course  are  its  own  medical  offi- 
cers, and  when  necessary  medical  men  of 
great  position  who  are  not  connected 
with  the  Home  Office  or  with  the  prison 
service — if  prisoners  are  reported  to 
be  in  a  dangerous  condition  that  such 
as  indeed  the  case,  and  when  it 
is  80  certified,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  act  I  think  my  hon. 
Friend  who  mored  the  Amendment  ques- 
tioned me  as  to  the  practice  with  regard 
to  approaching  insanity.  I  assert  what  is 
very  well  known  to  my  predecessors,  that 
although  under  the  law  as  affecting  oxu- 
convict  prisons  special  precautions  are 
not  required  to  be  taken  by  means  of 
medical  reports  as  to  insanity  that  may 
come  oil,  yet  in  the  Local  Prisons  Acts 
this  point  is  specially  mentioned.  It 
lias  been  for  years  past  the  practice 
of  the  Home  Office — and  I  believe 
the  humane  sud  proper  practice — 
to  satisfy  itself  as  to  the  probable  effects 
of  continued  imprisonment,  and  to  take 
care  that  if  reason  or  life  are  likely  to 
be  endangered,  steps  should  be  taken  to 
restore  the  prisoner  to  his  friends. 
If  that  proposition  be  established — and 
I  venture  to  think  it  is  not  an 
unduly  merciful  view  of  the  administra- 
tion of  our  prison  system — then  I  say 
that  the  action  I  took  with  regard  to 
these  four  men  is  amply  Justified.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  preceded  me 
at  the  Home  Office,  in  spewing  of  this 
matter  in  Scotland  in  the  autumn,  was 
good  enouf^  to  acknowledge  that  he 
fully  accepted  my  assertion  that  I  had 
been  guided  solely  by  medical  considern- 
tions.  I  thank  him  for  accepting  that 
statement  from  me,  and  I  wish  that 
others  in  this  House  had  accepted  it  with 
equal  frankness.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
said  in  the  same  speech  that  when  he 
left  Office  in  June,  1895,  the  condition 
of  these  particular  men  was  not  such  a^* 
to  call  for  any  intervention  on  the  part 
of  the  Home  Office.  I  have  had,  of 
oourse,  opportunity  of  seeing  all  the  in- 
formation which  reached  my  right  hon. 


Friend,  and  I  say  most  unhesitatingly 
that  it  amply  proves  he  was  peifectly 
right  in  the  action  he  took.  \Cheers.'\ 
What  took  place  subsequently  1  About 
December  of  the  same  year,  having  had, 
as  was  most  natural,  representations  from 
the  friends  of  the  men,  and  being  anxious 
to  obtain  the  highest  and  best  medical 
authority  as  to  their  health  in 
view  of  further  Parliamentary  inquiries 
and  discussion,  I  ordered  a  special  in- 
quiry. I  secured  the  services  of  Dr. 
Maudsley  and  Dr.  Nicholson,  and  when 
we  met  Parliament  in  the  spring  of  1896 
I  was  able  to  say  that  all  the  facts  before 
me  amply  endorsed  what  had  been  repre- 
sented previously  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  and  that  on  medical  grounds 
there  was  no  case  whatever  for  advising 
the  clemency  of  the  Crown.  In  the 
course  of  last  summer,  as  a  consequence 
of  representations  which  1  received  from 
the  friends  of  one  of  these  prisoners — 
Daly — and  in  consequence  of  a  report 
which  I  immediately  called  for  from  the 
prison  doctor,  I  thought  it  necessary  to 
order  a  fresh  inquiry.  I  was  able  then 
to  get  a  report  from  Dr.  Gover,  who 
was  the  medical  inspector  under  the 
Prison  Commission,  a  gentleman  of  40 
years*  experience,  who  knows  more  of 
prisoners  in  our  gaols  and  their  habits 
and  customs  than  any  medical  man  in 
England,  and  who  has  had  the  greatest 
experience  of  malingering  and  shamming. 
I  received  a  report  from  him  in  the 
month  of  July,  and  in  that  report  he 
strongly  recommended  the  release  within 
a  month  of  Daly  and  the  other  prisoners, 
but  I  speak  now  specially  of  Daly.  Dr. 
Gover  said  Daly  was  unable  to  bear 
further  imprisonment.  He  expressed  the 
strongest  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be 
released  within  a  month.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  if  I  had  been 
dealing  with  tbe  case  of  an  ordiimry 
long  sentence  prisoner  who  had  been 
13  or  14  years  in  penal  servi- 
vitude,  upon  that  report  I  should  have 
asked  for  no  further  advice.  [(7A€er«.] 
But  such  has  been  the  public  notice 
called  to  these  cases,  and  such  has 
been  the  strong  advocacy  on  the 
one  side  and  the  strong  feeling 
on  the  other,  that  I  thought  my- 
self justified — ^nay  obliged  to  ask  for 
an  opinion  independent  of  the  Home 
Office.  I  accordingly  immediately  sent 
down  two  doctors,  one  of  whom  had  seen 
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Duly  and  the  other  piitiouei'B  in  the  pre- 
vious December,  Dra.  Maudsley  and  Bu^ 
sard,  and  tbey^  with  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
GoTer  before  Uiem,  corroborated  it.  That 
corroboration  extended  not  only  to  the 
case  of  Daly,  about  whom  I  inu^ine 
there  haa  been  some  feding  of  doubt, 
but  it  extended  to  the  case  of  the  other 
three  prisoners.  What,  therefore,  was  my 
position?  About  August  1,  when  this 
question  was  raised  upon  the  Estimates, 
I  stated  that  I  had  just  received  a  Re- 
port— the  Report  to  which  I  have  just 
idluded — and  that  it  called  for  my  very 
serious  consideration,  and  I  hint^  that 
in  all  probability  I  should  feel  obliged, 
in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the 
Home  Office,  to  advise  the  clemency  of 
tlie  Crown  with  reference  to  certain  pri- 
soners whose  names  were  contained  in 
that  Report.  Of  course,  I  was  aware — 
nobody  in  my  position  could  help  being 
aware — of  what  would  be  said.  It  would 
be  said,  as  it  has  been  said  "  Oh,  this  is 
part  of  some  arrangement."  Even  at  the 
risk  of  such  an  imputation  aa  that,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  act.  {Cheers.l  Of 
course,  I  might  have  delayed  my  action 
and  kept  these  men  longer  in  prison, 
graduaUy  letting  them  out,  the  worst 
cases  first,  in  order  that  it  might  be  done 
quietly  and  without  public  notice.  I 
thought  the  most  straightforward  course 
was  to  inform  the  House  of  Commons. 
\Cheerg^  Accordingly,  on  the  earliest 
day  after  I  had  formed  my  opinion,  I 
came  down  and  stated  it  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  \Cheers.'\  My  only  regret 
is  that,  owing  to  the  shortness  of  the 
period  during  which  Parliament  sat, 
there  was  not  timef  for  questions  to  be 
put  or  further  explanations  to  be  made. 
That  is  really  the  whole  case.  As  regards 
these  particular  prisoiiers.  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Thanet  said  that 
I  had  no  business  to  turn  dangerous 
lunatics  out  into  the  world — ["  hear, 
hear  1 "] — and  he  quoted  the  imfortunate 
cases  of  Gallagher  and  Whitehead.  I 
wish  to  state  most  emphatically  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  I  had  before  me, 
these  men  at  the  time  of  their  release 
were  not  mad.  The  opinion  of  Dr. 
Gover,  corroborated  by  Drs.  Buzzard  and 
Maudsley,  was  that  they  feared  continued 
imprisonment  upon  men  of  that  excitable 
temperament  and  somewhat  weak  intel- 
lect would  produce  insanity,  and  there- 
fore I  arranged  that  the  men  should  be 
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discharged  and  taken  away  to  their 
friends  in  the  hope  of  i-ecovery.  Dis- 
charge, unfortunately,  acted  upon  them 
in  a  contrary  direction.  Gallagher  and 
Whitehead  both  went  out  of  their  mind, 
and  I  regret  to  say  are  at  present  :n 
a  lunatic  asylum.  But  at  the  time  of 
their  release  they  were  not  fit  subjects 
for  Broadmoor,  and  could  not  have 
been  sent  there.  I  believe  thwe 
is  no  one  in  this  House,  not  even  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  attacked  the 
clemency  of  the  Home  Office,  who  wishes 
that  long-continued  imprisonment  should 
end  in  lunacy.  \Cheers.]  Unfortimately, 
all  penal  discipline  has  to  be  arranged 
to  meet  the  cases  of  the  worst  characters, 
but  there  are  differences  of  temperament 
and  constitution,  both  physical  and  men- 
tal, and  it  must  occamonally  lumpen  that 
tiie  course  of  a  sentence  of  long 
imprisotmieiit  operates  in  one  way 
upon  one  prisoner  and  more  disastrously 
*upou  another.  It  is  for  that  reason 
that  anybody  in  my  position  has 
to  do  his  best  to  act  upon  the  best 
medical  opinions  he  can  procure.  It  is 
a  very  delicate  and  difficult  duty  for  any 
medical  gentleman  to  undertake.  It  is 
very  difficult  indeed  for  him  to  ascertain 
what  will  really  be  the  effect  of  im- 
prisonment if  continued.  It  is  very  diffi- 
cult for  him  to  say  whether  a  certain 
condition  of  mind  or  body  may  not  arise 
from  constitution  and  be  contained 
within  the  man  and  not  be  due  to  his 
pimishment.  While  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  mean  to  say  that  any  of  my 
medical  advisers  have  been  at  fault  in 
this  matter,  I  do  say  that,  if  there 
has  been  any  mistake,  it  is  only  natural 
that  in  circumstances  of  such  great  diffi- 
culty there  should  be  from  time  to  time 
the  apparent  result  of  one  man  being  let 
out  too  late  and  another  too  soon.  I 
go  back  to  what  I  began  with.  The  only 
thing  that  has  been  special  ,in  the 
treatment  of  these  prisoners  is  that 
in  consequence  of  the  frequent  at- 
tention which  has  been  called  to 
them  in  Parliament,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  feeling  in  Ireland,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  general  desire  on  the 
part  of  every  Member  of  the  House  to 
know  whether  the  allegations  made  were 
true  or  not,  more  care  was  taken  in 
getting  special  medical  opinions  with  re- 
gard to  them  than  is  the  case  with  or* 
dinary  convicts.   I  do  not  think  I  am 
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to  Ki  bliimed  for  that.  \Cheers.'\  I 
shall  be  very  much  surprised  if  even  my 
hon.  Friend  who  moved  this  Amend- 
ment thinks  after  my  explanation  that 
I  had  any  other  course  open  to  me  last 
August — {cheers] — than  to  follow  the 
general  practice  of  the  Home  Office — 
I  beliotre  »  thorot^hlj  Bound,  useful, 
and  Toluftble  practice  in  the  interests 
of  common  justice  even  more  than  of 
mercy — ^that  practice  being  to  see  that 
continued  imprisonment  does  not  per- 
manently endanger  life  or  reason. 
[(7AeCT-«.]  Notwithstanding  the  som&- 
what  personal  observations  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  this  Amendment 
1  will  say  no  more,  for  those  observa- 
tions have  been  answered  sufficiently  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend.  [Cheers  and 
laughter.]  I  am  glad  to  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  my  position 
to  the  House  fully  and  frankly.  SCheere,] 
Mr.  H.  H.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  E.): 
Although  I  think  it  will  be  almost  uni- 
versally regretted  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Salford  should  have  seen  fit  to  intro- 
duce an  Amendment  worded  like  this, 
on  grounds  so  slender — [cAeera] — yet  I 
cannot  think  that  the  Home  Secretary 
will  look  upon  it  altogether  as  a  matter 
for  regret,  seeing  that  it  has  afforded 
him,  in  the  speech  which  he  has  just 
delivered,  an  opportunity  of  vindicating 
hii  conduct  in  a  manner  so  plain, 
stra^htforward,  and  unanswerable  that 
it  is  unlikely  we  shall  hear  any  more  of 
the  injurious  and,  I  must  say,  the  reck- 
less suspicion — [cheers] — which  from 
time  to  time  during  the  past  few  months 
have  been  bruited  abroad.  For  my  part 
— and  in  this  particular  matter  I  think  I 
speak  the  sense  of  every  man  on  this 
side  of  the  House — I  never  for  a  moment 
believed  that  there  was,  or  that 
there  could  conceivably  be,  any  of  those 
BUg^^ted  compacts  or  secret  arrange- 
ments between  the  Govenunent  and  a 
section  of  their  poUtica!  opponents  which 
the  imagination,  not  of  Liberal  speakers, 
but  of  too-zealous  supporters  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  has  conjured  into 
existence.  [Cheers.]  It  is  a  suspicion 
dishonouring  to  the  manliness  of  our 
public  men  ;  and  it  is  a  suspicion  which, 
in  this  particular  case,  was  transparently 
ridiculous,  because,  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  parties,  I  do  not  know  that  my 
hon.  Friends  below  the  gangway  have 
anything  to  offer  which,  even  if  the 


Government  had  had  the  disposition  to 
enter  into  a  corrupt  bargain,  it  would 
have  been  worth  the  while  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  accept.  [Laughter  and  cheerf.] 
That  aspect  of  the  case  may  be  once  and 
for  all  left  out  of  view  ;  and  all  I  wish  to 
say  now  is  with  reference  to  the  general 
question  and  the  application  to  this  par- 
ticular case  of  ^e  rules  which  ought  to 
govern  the  action  of  the  Home  Office  in. 
the  dispensation  of  the  prerogative  of 
mercy.  As  regards  these  particular  pri- 
soners, there  has  been,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  an  absolute  continuity 
of  treatment  in  the  Home  Office  from 
the  time  they  were  first  imprisoned  to 
the  present  moment.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
It  has  been  suggested  that  during  the 
time  we  held  office  some  exceptional 
severity  of  treatment  was  shown  to  them 
by  myself  or  by  those  for  whom  I  was 
responsible.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of 
foundation  for  that  stittement.  [Cheert.] 
These  prisoners  wore  treated  while  I  was 
at  the  Home  Office  exactly  in  the  same 
way — ^neither  better  nor  worse — as  all 
the  other  inmates  of  our  convict  prisons. 
I  myself  released  six  of  them  during  my 
term  of  office,  and  four  of  those  six  upon 
precisely  the  same  grounds  as  those  on 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  acted 
in  the  present  case — namely,  having 
medical  reports  submitted  to  me  which 
showed  that  continued  imprisonment 
would  be  dangerous  to  the  prisoners. 
["Hear,  heart"]  I  am  obliged  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  making  out  so 
clearly — and  I  accept  his  statement  of 
the  matter — that  not  oidy  at  the  time  I 
left  office,  but  for  nearly  six  months 
afterwards,  the  most  careful  medical  in- 
quiry from  absolutely  impartial  and  in- 
dependent sources  confirmed  the  conclu- 
sions of  the  medical  advisers  whom  I 
consulted — that  it  was  not  possible,  con- 
sistently with  the  rules  which  govern  the 
Home  Office  in  these  matters,  however 
strongly  I  might  have  been  and  was  in- 
clined to  do  it  if  I  could,  to  advise  the 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy. 
[Cheers.]  I  must  say  that  in  matters  of 
this  kind,  and  I  do  not  care  who  holds 
the  office,  as  regards  the  exercise  of  this 
prerogative  of  mercy,  a  more  responsible 
and  thankless  task  cannot  possibly  be 
cast  on  the  shoulders  of  any  man. 
["Hear,  hear  I"]  Whoever  he  is,  he  is 
bound  to  be  governed  the  best  medi- 
cal opinion  he  can  obtain.    If  he  can  be 
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shown  not  to  have  directed  an  adequate 
medical  inquiry  into  tiasra  even  of  sus- 
pected illness,  and  much,  more  of  sub- 
pected  insanity,  then  he  is  shown  to  have 
been  guilty  of  a  ,gro&s  dereliction  of  a 
primary  duty.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  But 
BO  long  as  he  does  what  we  have  idwaya 
done,  not  periodically  but  constantly — 
kept  these  prisoners  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  most  competent  metUcal 
men — and  so  long  as  these  adviserB  have 
reported  that  there  is  no  sufficient  ground 
for  letting  the  prisoners  free,  then  he  is 
bound  to  keep  them  where  they  are. 
But  directly  the  medical  advisers  report 
that  continued  imprisonment  would  be 
dangerous  to  life  or  reason,  the  Home 
Secretary  is  equally  bound  not  to  delay 
a  moment  in  setting  the  particular  pri- 
soners &ee^  ["  Hear,  bear  1 "]  Those 
pre  the  rules,  not  of  policy,  but  of  hu- 
manity and  common  sense,  which  have 
guided  and  which  continue  to  guide  the 
Home  Office,  [Cheers.]  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford,  in  his  general  attack 
upon  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of 
mercy  by  which  he  prefaced  his  speech, 
compared  the  secret  procedure  of  the 
Home  Office  in  these  matters  to  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Star  Chamber.  The  Star 
Chamber  proceeded  by  secret  and  tor- 
tuous methods  to  punish  people  who  had 
been  guilty  of  no  1^1  offence.  But  in 
the  cUspensation  of  the  prerogative  of 
mercy,  as  governed  by  rule,  the  Home 
Office  proceeds  in  the  opposite  direction, 
and  proceeds  to  deal  with  persons  found 
guilty  of  a  legal  offence  in  such  a  spirit 
of  humanity  and  mercy  as  will  reduce 
ezceasive  punishments '  and  liberate  men 
who  have  unfortunately  been  reduced  by 
imprisonment  to  a  condition  of  body  or 
mind  where  continued  detention  would 
be  inhuman.  [Cheerg.]  Those  are  the 
principles  on  which  the  Home  Office  has 
always  proceeded,  and  I  am  certain  that 
they  will  meet  with  the  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  the  House.  [Cheers.] 

Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said 
that  both  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  Home  Secretary  seemed  to  accept 
the  principle  that  in  regard  to  all  poli- 
tical prisoners  the  prerogative  of  mercy 
must  only  be  exercised  on  medicd 
grounds.  That  was  a  principle  to  which 
he  could  not  for  a  moment  agree 
— [Naiionalisi  cheers] — and  it  was  not 
the  principle  on  whiidL  the  Home  Office 
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had  acted.  So  recently  as  the  case  of 
Egan  a  prisoner  was  released  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Fife,  not  on 
medical  grounds,  but  because  it  was 
thought  that  there  were  doubts  as  to 
the  prisoner's  guilt. 

Hb.  ASQUITH:  I  released  Egan  be- 
caiue  I  thought  that  he  had  beoi  suffi- 
ciently punished. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that,  at  any  rate, 
it  was  not  on  medical  grounds.  On 
more  than  one  occasion  the  Home  Office 
had  released  lai^  numbers  of  Irish  poli- 
tical prisoners  from  motives  of  public 
policy,  and  it  would  be  a  monstrous 
thing  that  the  Home  Secretary  should 
regard  the  suggestion  that  he  might 
release  political  prisoners  on  grounds  of 
public  policy  as  a  slur  on  his  honour. 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  BIDLET: 
I  never  said  anything  about  my  per* 
sonal  honour.  I  simply  stated  the  true 
reasons  which  had  induced  me  to  release 
these  men. 

Mb.  DILLON  contended  that  if  it 
should  appear  to  the  Government  that 
the  release  of  prisoners  would  allay 
public  irritation  and  conciliate  large  sec- 
tions of  public  opinion,  without  en* 
couraging  crime,  the  Government  were 
umply  justified  in  releasing  those  pri- 
soners on  that  ground  alone. 

Ma.  STDNET  6EDGE  (Walsall),  who 
was  received  with  cries  of  "Divide," 
said  he  was  sure  the  House  had  listened 
with  pleasure  to  the  Home  Secretary's 
complete  vindication  of  his  conduct-.  But 
that  pleasure  would  be  mingled  with 
regret  that  that  explanation  had  not  been 
given  on  Friday  instead  of  beii^  de- 
layed till  Monday.  After  hearing  the 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasuiy, 
he  did  not  expect  to  hear  such  a  com- 
plete vindication  from  the  Home  Secre* 
tary;  because  the  speech  of  the  First 
Lord  seemed  to  be  oast  on  the  old  rule, 
"Whwi  you  have  no  case,  abuse  the 
plaintiff."  [Lottd  cries  of  "The  Attor- 
ney," and  laughter.]  He  had  listened 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Salford  and  had  read  it  three  or  four 
times  ;  but  he  had  failed  to  find  any  of 
the  attacks  or  insinuations  for  which  his 
hon.  Friend  was  so  severely  trounced  by 
the  Leader  of  the  House.  [Laughter,] 
Some  phrases,  perhaps,  were  not  hapi^, 
but  his  hon,  fViend  had  had  to  ip^dc 
amid  tiie  continual  interruptions  of  a 
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certain  section  of  the  House.  But-  his 
hon.  Friend  had  carefully  guarded  him- 
sdf  over  and  over  again  &om  any  im- 
putation ^;ainst  the  Home  Sacretary's 
personal  honour.  His  hon.  Friend  dis- 
tinctly declared  that  it  was  only  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  judgment  and  discre- 
tion which,  he  called  in  question.  A 
more  straightforward  speech  he  had 
never  read.  {Ironical  cheers  and  cries 
t'f  "  ]>ivide  I "]  The  Home  Secretary 
would  surely  admit  that  any  Member  had 
a  right  to  call  his  discretion  in  question, 
especially  when  it  had  previoxwly  been 
done  all  over  the  country.  The  affair 
did  look  ugly,  though  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  shown  that  he  had  acted 
in  the  most  admirable  manner.  As  to 
any  bargain  with  the  Irish  Members, 
such  a  tlKtu^it  ought  not  to  have  entered 
anyone's  head.  Not  only  had  the  Irish 
Members  nothing  to  sell,  but,  as  the 
question  had  been  raised  in  connection 
with  the  Land  Bill,  the  Government  had 
every  indiicement  to  keep  the  prisoners 
in  gaol,  for  it  was  their  own  supporters, 
and  not  the  Irish  Members,  whom  they 
had  an  interest  in  conciliating  over  the 
Land  BilL  He  wished  to  vindicate  the 
position  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford. 
\Lauffhter.'\  Disagreeable  as  it  must  be 
to  question  the  discretion  of  one's 
leaders — [ironical  cheers  and  ktuglUer] 
— ^private  Members  had  a  right  to  do  so, 
without  being  trounced  in  the  very  severe 
way  in  which  the  Leader  of  the  House 
had  trounced  the  hon.  Member  for  Sal- 
ford.  [IronictU  cheers  and  lauffhter.] 
The  supporters  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  followed  his  lead  with  great 
pleasure;  but  he  did  not  call  the 
manner  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
leading ;  he  called  it  driving.  [Ironical 
cheers  and  lauffhUr.1  He  protested 
against  any  attempt  to  limit  the  private 
Members'  liber^  of  criticism. 

Snt  HENKY  HOWORTH  (Salford,  S.) 
said  that  he  had  given  notice  in  the 
proper  quarters  that  he  should  not 
press  this  Amendment  to  a  Division. 
[yationaliit  cries  of  "  Oh  I "]  His 
object  had  been  to  state  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  what  he  had  stated  elsewhere 
in  the  autumn.  He  thought  it  was  his 
duty  to  do  that ;  and  he  thought  that 
he  had  done  it  without  imputing  dis- 
honourable motivee  to  anybody. 
He    thought    he    had    stated  his 


case  with  some  tempersteness,  and 
he  thought  it  a  case  of  sufficient 
gravily  to   bring   before  tiie  House 

in  the  form  of  an  Amendment  to  the 
Address.  His  desire  was  to  ^ord  an 
opportunity  to  the  Home  Secretary  to 
make  a  statement  such  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  that  day,  which  he  had 
had  no  opportunity  of  making  during 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament;  and 
which  he  had  not  made  anywhere  until 
now.  Having  attained  that  object  he 
begged  leave  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment-   [Irish  cries  of  "  No."] 

*Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  that  the  Amendment  should 
be  withdrawn  1  [Loud  cries  of  "  No,  no ! " 
from  the  Irish  Benches.] 

Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.),  who 
was  received  with  cheers,  said  tfa^ 
should  not  have  opposed  the  withdraw^ 
of  the  Am^dment  if  there  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Mranber  for  Salford  one 
single  word  of  regret  for  having  moved 
it.  That  Amendment  was  not  merely  an 
offence  to  the  Government,  but  it  was 
an  offence  to  the  80  Irish  Nationalist 
Members  of  the  House.  [Irish  cheers.} 
He  should  like  to  point  out  that  the 
hon.  Member,  who  now  stated  he  only 
wished  to  give  the  Government  an  oppor^ 
tunity  for  explanation,  began  his  speech 
on  Friday  n^ht  by  sneering  at  the 
Maamtrasna  Alliance.  Why  did  the  hon. 
Membw  resurrect  the  Maamtrasna 
Alliance  I  Why  did  he  suggest  that 
there  was  some  complacency  on  the  part 
of  the  Nationalist  Members  because  of 
the  Land  Act  of  last  Session.  If  there 
was  one  section  of  the  Conservative 
Party  which  more  than  another  had  rea- 
son to  be  disaffected  to  the  Government 
because  of  that  Lsnd  Act  it  was  the 
Irish  landlord  and  Orange  Party.  But 
to  the  credit  of  those  Gentlemen  be  it 
said  that,  smarting  though  they  were 
under  the  passage  of  a  Measure  which 
had  further  reduced  their  rents,  there 
had  not  fallen  from  any  one  of  them 
a  single  word  of  condemnation  of  this 
act  of  clemency  and  mercy.  [Cheers.] 
The  complaint  had  come  entirely  from 
men  of  English  race,  English  feeing, 
and  English  thought — ^men  who  had 
received  more  favours,  in  honours  and 
emoluments,  from  the  Government  than 
the  whole  Lrish  Unionist  Party  put  to- 
gether. [Renevoed  cheers.]  He  lud  always 
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been  proud  of  being  an  Irishman ;  but 
he  felt  prouder  than  ever  of  the  dietino- 
tion  that  night  when  he  found  that  the 
Irish  landlords  and  the  Irish  Orangemen 
on  the  benches  opposite,  although  smart- 
ing under  the  Land  Act  of  last  year  and 
although  the  policy  of  dynamite  would 
have  had  a  smous  effect  on  their  for- 
tunes, had  not  joined  in.  the  miserable 
oppoution  to  tluB  bare  act  of  justice  to 
a  handful  of  unfortunate  men  vho 
for  many  a  long  and  weary  year  had 
been  pining  out  their  lives  in  the  agony 
of  penal  servitude.  [C/ieers.]  The 
opposition  had  come  instead  from  that 
distinguished  geologist  —  [cries  of 
"  Order "  and  Irish  cA«r«]— -who  had 
already  received  many  favours  from  the 
Government,  and  who,  pa*hapa,  had 
good  right  to  feel  annoyance  now  that 
there  was  no  longer  any  hope  of  expect- 
ing more.    [Laughter  and  cheers.] 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


FOOn  FBODUCTS. 

*Mr.  HUDSON  KEARLEY  (Devonport) 
proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  Question,  to 
add  the  wmids, — 

And  we  hmnbly  represent  to  Yonr  Majevty 
oar  regret  that  Your  Majesty's  Advisers  cave 
expressed  no  intention  of  promoting  legislation 
in  fortherasce  of  the  report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Food  Products,  which  disclosed  the 
udstence  of  unfair  and  neforions  competition 
with  Native  food  producers  by  Foreigners  and 
others,  to  the  great  detriment  both  of  the 
commercial  and  agricultural  interest  of  the 
people  of  the  Umt«d  Kingdom. 

He  thought  his  Amendment  deserved 
the  support  of  all  classes  of  the  House. 
There  could  be  no  diffwence  of  opinion 
as  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  espe- 
cially when  it  was  considered  that  our 
{wlicy  of  Free  Trade  had  opened  our 
ports  to  Uie  whole  world.  No  doubt 
consumers  had  benefited  more  by  that 
policy  than  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
munity, for  it  had  had  the  effect  of  re- 
ducing the  prices  and  extending  the 
varieties  of  commodities.  The  general 
trade  of  the  country  had  also  .been 
served  materially  by  Free  Trade.  In 
lact  there  was  probably  only  one  class 
who  failed  to  appreciate  that  policy,  and 
those  were  the  agriculturists,  who  have 
had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  burden  of 
Free  Trade.    But,  notwithstuidiDg  that, 
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the  farmer  had  never  expressed  hia  in- 
ability to  hold  his  own  provided  the 
competition  of  the  foreigner  was  only 
fair.  His  Amendment  dealt  with  the 
competition  that  was  unfair  and  nefari- 
ous. He  did  not  think  it  would  be  coit 
tended  by  the  Government  that  Uiis 
question  had  been  suddenly  sprung  upon 
them,  because  the  ui^;ency  of  legislation 
in  the  vcaiAxx  had  berai  frequently  urged 
upon  them  and  th^  predecessors  in 
office  during  the  last  four  years.  Bodies 
representing  the  agricultural,  commer- 
cial, and  consuming  interests  of  the 
country  had  again  and  again  made  repre- 
sentations to  the  Government  that  fur- 
ther legislation  was  necessary  to  prevent 
the  evils  of  adultwation  from  continuing. 
The  Chambers  of  Commerce  had  beat 
vwy  active  in  the  matter.  The  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  and  innumer- 
able agricultural  associations  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  had  taken  part  in 
the  movemwt.  The  public  analysts  of 
the  coimtry,  whose  experience  of  the 
administration  of  the  existing  laws  to 
prevent  adulteration  was,  of  course,  most 
extensive,  had  also  been  persistent  in 
their  efforts  to  obtain  some  amendmmt 
of  the  present  unsatisfactory  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  The  outcome  of  the  feta- 
tion was  the  appointment  of  a  Sdect 
Committee  in  1891,  which  was  ret^ 
pointed  in  1895,  and  continued  to  take 
evidence  until  July,  1896,  when  th^ 
submitted  a  unanimous  Report  to  Xh» 
House.  The  Report  set  out  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  imports  of  the 
country  were  adulterated,  that  adultera- 
tion of  food  was  largely  practised 
throughout  the  country,  and  that  the 
laws  dealing  with  food  adulteration 
needed  amendment.  There  was,  there- 
fore, no  reason  ndiy  legislation  on  this 
most  important  question  should  be 
ddayed.  It  was  not  a  Party  questicm ; 
and  the  Govemment  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend in  the  way  of  Party  opposition 
should  they  undertake  to  legislate  on 
the  subject.  Coiuequently  it  was 
with  considerable  surprise  that  the  sup 
porters  of  this  movement  against 
food  adulteration  found  no  reference 
to  the  question  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
although  there  was  a  promise  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  improve  the  Water  Supply 
of  the  Metropolis.  He  was  sure  that  if 
the  Govemment)  had  studied  the  Report 
of  the  Food  Products  Committee  the? 
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would  have  thought  that  the  purity  of 
the  food  supplj  of  the  Mebropolis  was  far 
more  urgent  thaa  even  the  question  of 
water.  It  could  not  be  satisfactory  to 
leam  that  adulteration  was  increasing. 
Samples  taken  of  all  kinds  of  articles 
showed  that  the  percentage  of  adulterar 
tion  in  1888  was  10.8,  while  in  1893  it 
had  increased  to  12.9,  and  in  London  it 
was  17.1  per  cent.  The  articles  most 
adulterated  were,  of  coiurBe,  milk  and 
butter.  The  returns  supplied  to  the 
Committee  showed  that  over  25  per  cent, 
of  the  milk  sold  in  the  metropolis  was 
adulterated,  and  it  was  estimated  that 
Londoners  paid  annually  for  water  sold 
undo'  the  guise  of  milk  no  less  a  sum 
than  a  million  and  a-half  sterling.  But- 
ter was  found  to  be  adulterated  in  the 
Metropolis  to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent. 
In  the  country,  according  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  Return,  the  amount 
of  the  adulteration  of  these  two  articles 
was  somewhat  smaller,  but  Mr.  Lloyd,  the 
consulting  chemist  and  analyst  to  the 
British  Dairy  Farmera'  Association,  in- 
formed the  Committee  that  during  the 
past  twelve  years  in  his  official  capacity 
he  had  made  analyses  of  thousands  of 
samples  of  milk,  taken  throughout  the 
whole  country,  and  this  record  showed 
that  the  average  proportion  of  adul- 
terated milk  was  24.8  per  cent.  These 
figures  were  very  serious  indeed,  es- 
pecially as  the  largest  quantity  of  milk 
was  always  consumed  by  the  yioungest 
portion  of  the  population.  But  they  in 
no  sense  disclosed  the  full  gravity  of 
the  case,  because  there  was  abundant 
evidence  to  show  that  many  of  the 
local  authorities  failed  to  make  use  of 
the  Acts,  so  that  they  had  become  prao- 
tically  a  dead  lettor.  He  urged  that  the 
administration  of  the  Acts  by  the  local 
authorities  should  be  nuule  compulsory 
instead  of  permissive.  The  effect  of  the 
permissive  character  of  the  Acts  was  that 
in  45  country  districts,  with  an  aggregate 
popidation  of  three  millions,  only  one 
sample  for  every  6,730  persons  was 
taken  during  the  year  1893.  It  was 
proved  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
Return  that  in  50  towns,  with  popula- 
tions ranging  from  60,000  to  135,000, 
not  a  single  sample  of  butter  was  sub- 
mitted to  analysis  by  the  local  authori- 
ties, hi  16  municipal  borot^hs,  indud- 
ing  Northampton,  Colchester  and  Dov^, 
Xtot  a  single  sample  of  any  kind  what- 
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ever  was  taken  at  the  instance  of  the 
local  authority  in  1893.  In  Sxmderland 
too,  where  the  Acts  were  disr^arded, 
the  local  authority  considered  they 
were  adequately  remimerating  the 
borough  analyst,  giving  him  a  salary 
of  .£5  a  yefUT.  The  amoimt  of  adultera- 
tion was  proved  to  be  in  direct  ratio  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  Acts  were  ad- 
ministered. In  Birmingham  milk  was 
adulterated  to  the  extent  of  19  per  cent., 
in  Liverpool  18  per  cent.,  in  Manchester 
5  per  cent.,  and  in  Salford  3  per  cent. 
The  results  in  Manchester  and  Salford 
were  due  to  good  administration  of  the 
Acts,  and  nothing  else.  The  same  thing 
was  seen  in  the  Metropolis,  where  in 
Harylebone  the  adulteration  found  in 
samples  taken  was  only  6  per  cent.,  while 
in  the  adjoining  parish  of  St.  Pancras 
it  was  43  per  cent.  So  flagrant  was  this 
neglect  that  it  had  become  neces- 
sary for  private  associations  to  band 
themselves  together  into  Vigilant 
Committees  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  Acts.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  pass  in  due  course  a  Consolidated 
Adulteration  Act.  Where  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  falsified  food  products  were 
coming  into  this  country  steps  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  them  hebig  circulated, 
they  should  be  seized,  and,  if  necessary, 
oonfiscated.  The  Government  had  done 
something  in  the  way  of  taking  samples 
at  the  port  of  entry,  for  example,  100 
samples  of  shipments  coming  from  Ger- 
many were  tested,  and  no  less  than  30 
were  found  to  be  falsified.  Of  147  sam- 
ples taken  of  consignments  from  Holland 
no  less  than  62  were  found  to  be  adul- 
terated. But  the  Government  did  not 
seize  these  goods,  and  he  understood, 
from  an  answer  given  him  the  Presi- 
dratt  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  last 
year,  that  the  reason  was  that  the  Law 
Office  of  the  Crown  advised  him  that 
a  seizure  could  not  be  made  until  the 
adulterated  article  was  sold,  as  until 
then  no  offence  was  committed.  "With  a 
view  of  testing  the  validity  of  this 
opinion  the  Committee  heard  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Follett,  who  admitted  that 
goods  to  which  a  false  trade  description 
was  applied  could  be  seized  and  con- 
fiscated, and  that  to  apply  to  any  goods- 
a  description  as  to  their  composition  not 
in  accordance  with  the  facts  was  an  offence 
against  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 
When  asked,  however,  why  adulterated 
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butter  to  which'  a  false  deBcription  had 
been  applied  had  not  been  seized, 
he  revetded,  to  their  surprise,  that 
under  the  existing  law  the  shipper  had 
the  right  within  21  days  after  the  arrival 
of  a  shipment  to  amend  the  descrip- 
tion on  the  Bill  of  Entry,  thua  putting 
a  premium  on  deceit  and  fraud. 
The  Government  should  take  steps  to 
remedy  such  on  anomaly,  which  a  three* 
line  Bill  would  sweep  away.  Huoh  \n- 
convenience  was  caused  to  traders  by  the 
great  uncertainty  that  existed  in  the  laws 
a.H  to  adulteration.  Conflicting  judg- 
ments were  frequently  given  as  to  the 
use  of  "  preservatives."  Some  magis- 
trates held  that  putting  preservatives  in 
food  products  was  an  offence  ;  others  that 
it  was  not.  In  Birmingham  there  had 
been  .a  a  great  many  prosecutions  of 
traders  for  using  preservatives,  but  the 
Gi^  Council  there  had  discontinued  their 
action  in  the  expectation  of  legislation 
the  House.  Traders  in  the  countiy 
were  naturally  much  harassed  1^  the  un- 
certainty of  tiie  law,  and  trade  in  conse- 
quence was  much  unsettled.  With  re- 
gard to  the  standard  of  purity  of  food, 
the  Committee  recommended  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Court  of  Reference, 
which  should  decide  what  constituted  a 
standard  of  pxuity  in  various  articles. 
He  hoped  legislation  would  be  introduced 
establishing  such  a  Court.  The  question 
was  urgent,  and  ought  not  to  be  indefi- 
nitely delayed.  The  present  law  was  in- 
suffici^t  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and 
further  I^islation  was  necessary.  There 
was  practical  unanimity  on  the  subject 
if  the  Government  would  introduce  a 
Bill,  and  points  on  which  there  was  any 
difference  could  be  settled  in  a  few  days. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  JEFFREYS  (Hants, 
Basingstoke)  seconded  the  Amendment, 
because  he  thought  some  amendment  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
was  necessary,  not  only  in  the  in- 
terests of  purchasers  of  agricultural 
but  of  other  kinds  of  produce.  It 
was  not  a  Party  question.  The  commit- 
tee were  appointed  two  and  a-half  years 
ago  by  the  late  Government.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Ilkeston  (Sir  W.  Foster)  was 
the  first  Chairman,  and  when  the  work 
became  too  arduous,  and  the  long  sittings 
"almost  wore  him  out,  they  appointed  as 
Chairman  the  Under  Secretary  of  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board,  to  whom,  at 
the  end  of  the  two  and  a-half  yearsj  thqr 
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passed  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks.  It 

was  a  most  important  subject,  because 
so  many  agricultural  products  were  adul- 
terated, and  thereby  the  farmers  were 
undersold.  Almost  every  coimty  had 
an  analyst,  who  was  supposed  to  analyse 
samples  -of  food,  but  the  system  was  so 
lax  that  a  great  many  cases  of  adultera- 
tioQ  escaped  notice  altogether.  In  one 
county  only  24  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  in  a  whole  year.  In  other  countries 
even  fewer  had  been  taken.  It  was  similar 
with  butter.  Frequently  when  articles 
were  analysed,  and  a  conviction  was  ob- 
tained, appeal  was  made  to  Somerset 
House  whether  the  article  was  adulterated 
or  not,  and  the  Somerset  House  analyst 
Was  at  variance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
county  analyst.  The  Board  of  Reference 
proposed  would  give  its  decision  in  such 
differences.  The  Committee  found  the 
adulteration  of  milk  a  difficult  matter  to 
decide  upon.  It  was  difficult  to  decide 
whether  milk  slwuld  have  3  per  cent,  of 
fat  in  it  or  not.  Some  analyst  said  good 
milk  ought  to  have  more  per  cent,  of 
solids ;  others  said  it  was  pure  milk  if  it 
had  2  or  2^  per  cent.  If  it  were  proved 
that  milk  had  come  straight  from  the 
cow  he  should  be  satisfied.  The  Board 
of  Reference  would  deal  with  this  matter, 
too.  An  immense  amount  of  butter 
mixed  with  margarine  was  sold  as  pure 
butter.  It  came  chie%^  from  abroad, 
and  was  diffiotUt  to  detect.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Food  Products  recommended 
that,  for  the  protection  of  the  public, 
there  should  be  a  law  that  margarine 
should  not  be  coloured  and  passed  off  as 
butter.  If  sold  in  its  natural  colour — 
white — ^the  public  would  know  it  when 
they  saw  it.  Legislation  on  the  subject 
would  be  hailed  with  the  greatest  plea- 
sture,  not  only  by  the  commercial  but  by 
the  agricultmtil  community.  The  Cen- 
tral Chamber  of  Agriculture,  at  its  last 
meeting,  unanimously  passed  a  resolu- 
tion a&ii^  the  Govemment  to  intro- 
duce legishition  and  take  away  from 
agriculturists  the  severe  burden  th^  had 
at  present  to  bear  of  having  to  compete 
with  foreigners  who  sent  so  many  adul- 
terated products  into  this  country. 
["Hear,  hearl"] 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork)  said 
that,  impoitant  as  this  subject  might  be 
to  England,  it  was  of  even  greater  im- 
portance to  Ireland,  which  was  an  agri- 
cultural countiy,  depending  exclusiTOly 
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on  agriculture.  The  almost  profligate 
n^lect  of  the  intereata  of  Ireland  aa  re- 
garded the  adulteration  of  food  was  a 
flagrant  instance  of  the  inability  of  the 
House  to  legislate  properly  for  Ireland. 
The  aspect  of  the  subject  which  particu- 
larly interested  them  in  the  South  of 
Ireland  was  the  adulteration  of  butter. 
The  Cork  Butter  Market  was  probably 
the  greatest  institution  of  the  kind  in 
the  world.  It  was  much  more  important 
formerly,  but  even  now  there  was  no 
other  butter  market  in  the  world  of  equal 
magnitude,  and  probably  there  was 
no  city  in  the  world  in  which 
l^e  butter  trade  was  of  so  much 
commercial  importance.  The  butter 
trade  in  Cork  had  practically  been  parar 
lysed  by  the  adulteration  that  went  on, 
and  the  existing  state  of  the  law. 
What  he  would  explain  to  the  House  was 
that  the  Trustees  of  the  Cork  Butter 
Market  had  for  the  past  two  years  been 
in  a  state  of  the  utmost  perplexity  and 
embarrassment  owing  to  the  failure  of 
that  House  to  deal  with  the  question 
raised  in  the  Food  Products  Committee 
Beport.  Here  again  Ireland,  as  in  so 
many  other  matters,  was  unfortunately 
differentiated  against.  The  districts  in 
Ei^land  where  the  Food  Adulteration 
Acts  were  put  into  force  were  the  very 
districts  where  Irish  butter  was  sold. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  had  re- 
ferred to  the  special  degree  of  activity 
with  which  the  Manchester  and  Salford 
Corporations  had  put  those  Acts  into 
force.  So  far  from  blaming  those  local 
authorities,  he  thought  their  activity  in 
this  matter  was  greatly  to  their  credit. 
Bat  he  did  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
it  was  in  these  very  districts  of  Man- 
chester and  Salford,  and  in  other  parts 
of  Lancashire,  that  the  Cork  butter  trade 
found  its  principal  market,  and  therefore 
it  was  the  Irish  butter  trade  that  was 
differentiated  against.  In  the  districts 
where  Irish  butter  was  most  largely  con- 
Biuned  they  had  the  local  authorities  pro- 
secuting time  after  time,  while  in  other 
districts  of  England,  where  Irish  butter 
was  not  so  largely  consumed,  there  was 
utter  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  local 
authorities  to  put  the  Adulteration  Acts 
into  force.  The  principle  thing  in  con- 
nection with  the  Irish  butter  totde  had 
•risen  not  on  the  point  of  adulteration  as 
it  was  ordinarily  understood,  but  on  the 
question  of  water  in  butter.    There  had 


been  the  greatest  difference  of  opinion 
even  amongst  experts  on  this  question, 
and  there  had  unfortunately  been  the 
greatest  difference  of  practice  on  the  x>art 
of  the  Courts  who  had  had  to  consider 
the  question.  In  Ireland  there  had  been 
numerous  prosecutions,  and  owing  to  the 
difference  of  the  practice  in  the  Courts 
of  England  and  Ireland,  the  unfortunate 
exporters  of  Irish  butter  had  been  re- 
duced to  their  wits'  end  to  know  what 
they  should  do.  The  matter  had  grown 
so  acute  that  within  the  past  month  or 
two  the  Trustees  of  the  Cork  Butter 
Market  had  contemplated  approaching 
the  Chief  Secretaiy  for  Lreland  with  a 
view  of  solving  the  difficulty  in  which 
they  were  involved.  The  difficulty  arose 
in  this  way.  The  English  magistrates 
took  their  views  of  butter  adulteration 
from  Somerset  House,  and  at  Somer- 
set House  they  had  arrived  at  a 
standard  which  he  did  not  quarrel 
with,  but  under  which  an  excess  in  the 
proportion  of  water  in  butter  was  sternly 
and  stringently  punished.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  action  of  the  Salford  autho- 
rities the  parties  interested  in  the  Irish 
butter  trade  thought  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  to  get  the  law  put  into  force  in 
the  same  way  in  Ireland  as  in  England, 
and  that  they  should  go  to  the  seat  of 
the  mischief  and  prosecute  the  farmer 
who  sold  the  butter  to  the  mercha.nt. 
But  when  they  did  that  in  Ireland  they 
found  that  a  wholly  different  class  of 
evidence  was  given  before  the  magis- 
trates, and  that  whereas  in  England  the 
man  who  sold  the  butter  waa  ontftin  to 
be  convicted,  in  Ireland  there  was  no 
similar  practice  at  all,  and  that  it  depen- 
ded  on  the  whim,  as  he  might  call  it,  of 
the  particular  mi^;iBtrate  or  County 
Coxu-t  Judge  whether  or  not  he  would  put 
into  force  in  Ireland  the  law  which  waa 
stringently  enforced  in  England.  That 
was  the  difficulty.  If  there  was  a  law 
prescribing  a  standard,  and  enacting  that 
a  certain  percentage  of  water  sho^d  be 
ill^al,  then  it  wotUd  be  a  simple  matter. 
He  did  not  know  whether  that  was  pos- 
sible or  not,  for  he  dared  say  there  waa 
something  to  be  said  on  both  aides  of 
the  question.  If  they  had  the  control 
of  their  own  affairs  in  Ireland  this  was  a 
question  on  which  th^  would  have  been 
able  to  l^slate,  and  on  which  th^ 
would  have  Isolated.  It  iras  a  subject 
of  great  com^int  that  in  a  matter  so 
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vital  to  Irish  agriculturists  as  the  butter 
trade,  that  House  did  not  set  itself  in 
inotion  to  end  the  deadlock  which  had 
arisen  in  the  Irish  butter  trade.  It  had 
now  come  to  this,  that  no  Manchester 
merchant  would  buy  butter  from  the 
Cork  market  without  getting  a  guarantee 
from  the  exporter.  On  the  other  hand 
the  exporter  had  no  means  whatever  of 
getting  a  correBponding  guarantee  from 
the  merchant  who  sold  to  him,  while  the 
merchant  had  no  means  of  getting  a 
guarantee  from  the  farmer.  The  matter 
was  one  urgently  calling  for  legislation 
in  some  direction  so  as  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion. He  asked  that  some  legislative 
conclusion  should  be  given  to  the  Report 
of  the  Food  Products  Committee,  and 
that  something  should  be  done  hy  that 
House  to  save  the  Irish  butter  trade  from 
practical  extinction.  In  Ireland  they 
suffered  the  keenest  competition  from 
Denmurk,  Sweden,  Normandy,  and 
France.  Did  any  one  of  the  Legislatures 
of  those  countries  neglect  the  interest  of 
the  butter  manufacturers  as  this  Parlia- 
ment neglected  the  interest  of  the  butter 
producers  in  Ireland?  No.  The  butter 
trade  from  Norway,  at  any  rate,  had  been 
largely  created  by  the  fostering  hand  of 
the  Legislature.  Similarly  there  was  the 
minutest  legislation  on  the  question  in 
France  to  protect  and  promote  the  trade 
in  butter.  It  was  owing  to  this  that  Nor- 
mandy and  Danish  butter  was  able 
to-day  to  compete  not  merelj  in 
England  but  in  Lreland  itself  with 
Irish  butter.  Ireland  was  differen- 
tiated against,  too,  by  the  neglect  of  the 
Customs  Authorities  in  England. 
Another  grievance  in  this  matter  was  the 
question  of  mai^rine.  If  the  Irish 
butter  producer  adulterated  his  butter 
with  margarine  or  any  produce  of  that 
kind  be  was  speedily  prosecuted  and 
punished,  but  the  manufacturer  of  mar- 
garine in  Holland  had  free  access  to  the 
markets  of  tiiu  county,  the  Customs 
Auth<nritie8  all  over  En^jid  having  over 
and  over  again  refused  to  enforce  the 
law  against  him.  This  Government  had 
professed  itself  to  be  the  protector  of 
agriculture.  If  they  really  had  the  inte- 
rests of  agriculture  at  heart,  then,  both 
in  England  and  Ireland  they  would  be 
well  advised  in  devoting  themselves  to 
the  Report  of  this  Committee  on  Food 
Products,  and  in  endeavouring  to  do  for 
English  and  Irish  agriculturists  what 
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foreign  Governments  had  done  tor 
the  E^riculturists  of  their  countries. 
The  Irish  agriculturists  were  placed  in 
serious  competition  with  foreign  pro- 
ducers in  the  English  markets,  and, 
therefore,  the  Government  were  bound  to 
induce  Parliament  to  devote  a  portion 
of  its  time  to  the  consideration  of  this 
important  subject.   ["  Hear,  hear !  "J 

Mb.  RaDCLIFFE  COOKE  (Hereford) 
said  that  all  sides  of  the  House  roost 
look  forward  with  interest  to  the  state- 
ment which  would  be  made  on  this 
question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  S. 
Tyrone,  the  Under  Secretary  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  who  had  discharged 
with  so  much  ability  the  duties  of  Chai^ 
man  of  this  important  Committee. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  The  hon.  Gentleman 
could  scarcely  fail  to  express  his  api»e- 
ciation  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee,  which  in  all  probabili^  he 
himself  drew  up  and  assented  to.  His 
only  fear  was  lest  the  hon.  Gentlrauiii, 
in  making  his  announcement,  should 
minimise  the  importance  and  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  question.  One  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter 
was  to  fix  a  standard  of  purity  in  regard 
to  food  products.  The  traders  maintained 
that  a  certain  amount  of  adulteration 
was  necessary  to  render  their  product! 
saleable,  but  the  correctness  of  the  amx- 
tion  was  questioned  \sj  many  witnencs 
of  experience  who  gave  evidence  before 
the  Committee.  The  Committee,  when 
they  came  to  consider  their  Report  and 
to  draw  up  their  recommendations, 
designedly  omitted  to  refer  to  this  con- 
tentious matter.  The  Conmiittee  ap- 
peared to  be  of  opinion  that  it  waa  not 
so  much  the  provisions  of  the  Adultera- 
tion Acts  that  were  in  fault,  so  much  as 
the  machinery  for  enforcing  them  and 
putting  them  into  operation.  It  ccoU 
not  be  doubted  that  the  failure  of  the 
Adulteration  Acts  was  due  to  their  defec- 
tive machinery.  That  the  Acts  had  &uled 
in  carrying  out  tKeir  object  wm  proved 
by  the  fact  that  they  were  rarely  en- 
forced. The  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  were  23  in  number,  and  with 
one  exception  they  all  referred  to  the 
improvement  of  the  machineiy  of  the 
Acts.  The  first  recommendaUon  of  the 
Committee  was  that  tho  provisions  of  the 
Acts  should  be  enforced  by  the  local 
authorities,  and  the  others  idso  referred 
to  the  improvement  an  the  machinery  of 
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tlie  Acts.  He  expected  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  the  Local 
(jOTemment  Board  would  lay  aome  stress 
upon  the  nineteenth  recommendation  of 
the  Committee,  which  related  to  the 
establidiment  of  a  standard  of  purity. 
The  recommendation,  of  the  Committee 
upon  the  point  was  carefully  and  design- 
edly drawn  up  in  a  somewhat  vague 
manner.  In  his  view  it  frequently  hap- 
pened that  small  Measures,  such  as  that 
which  the  Govenunent  were  asked  to 
introduce  upon  this  subject,  were  of 
more  benefit  to  the  community  than 
large  Measures  that  involved  the  fate  of 
Ministries.  Although  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  the  Amendment  might  not 
have  authority  to  pledge  his  Party  on 
the  subject,  yet  he  could  not  doubt  that 
the  fact  of  his  having  raised  this  question 
would  have  some  influence,  and  he 
believed  a  Bill  on  the  subject,  if  intro- 
duced by  the  Government  and  framed  on 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee, 
would  receive  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion from  all  sides  of  the  House.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "] 

*Thb  SECRETARY  to  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W, 
RussBLL,  Tyrone,  S.)  said  that  he  was 
not  in  the  least  degree  disposed  to  mini- 
mise  the  importance  of  this  question, 
because  no  one  could  have  sat  upon  the 
Committee  which  had  been  referred  to 
without  being  impressed  by  the  deep 
interest  which,  was  taken  in  the  subject 
by  lai^e  sections  of  the  community,  and 
he  could  assure  hon.  Members  that  he 
had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  draw  the 
serious  attention  of  the  Government  to 
this  matter.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  The 
real  question  before  the  House,  however, 
was  not  whether  l^slation  on  this  sub- 
ject oi^ht  to  take  place,  but  whether  or 
uot  it  should  take  place  at  once.  The 
Select  Committee  in  question  was  ap- 
pointed some  three  years  ago  by  the 
risrht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton,  and  it  reported  in 
August  last.  The  Report  covered  50 
pages  of  closely-printed  matter,  and 
dealt  with  such  a  mass  of  detail 
as  was  seldom  fotmd  in  the  Re- 
port of  any  Select  Committee.  He 
might  also  say  that  the  Report  dealt 
with  matters  of  a  most  contentious 
character.  The  question,  therefore,  was 
whether  in  these  circumstances  Parlia- 
ment was  bound  in  January  to  Ifgislat'j 
VOL,  XLV.  [rot'BTn  sbsiss.] 


upon  this  subject  in  priority  to  any 
other.  The  hon.  Member  who  had  brought 
the  matter  before  the  House  bad  stated 
that  a  Measure  dealing  with  it  would 
pass  without  difficulty,  but  he  had  his 
doubts  upon  that  point.  ["Hear,  hear  I "] 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  question  did 
not  involve  any  Party  interest,  and  that 
it  did  not  divide  the  two  sides  of  the 
House,  but  some  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  certainly  did  raise 
questions  of  importance  between  the 
towns  and  the  country.  ["  No  I  "]  Any 
one  who  had  sat  upon  the  Committee  or 
had  looked  at  its  division  lists  would 
know  that  in  the  divisions  the  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  large  cities  voted  one 
ymy  and  the  representatives  of  the  agri- 
cultural districts  voted  the  other  upon 
many  of  the  issues  that  were  raised  before 
them.  Let  him  take  the  question  of 
food  standards.  It  was  impossible  to 
get  magistrates  or  other  authorities  to 
agree  upon  such  a  standard,  and  unless 
a  standard  was  established  all  legislation 
on  the  subject  must  fail.  The  Com- 
mittee agreed  that  such  a  standard 
could  not  be  set  up  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  that  it  should  be  established 
by  a  Board  of  Reference,  which  ^ould 
consist  of  scientists  and  men  selected  from 
the  mercantile  community,  and  that  their 
standard  should  be  made  to  have  the 
effect  of  law  by  an  Order  in  Council. 
He  had  merely  to  state  that  fact 
in  order  to  show  the  enormous 
difficulty  which  the  matter  involved. 
Take  the  question  of  milk.  Let  them 
assume  that  the  Board  of  Reference  set 
up  a  standard  of  per  cent,  of  fat  in 
the  case  of  milk,  and  that  that  was 
l^alised.  Much  of  the  milk  sold  now 
contained  more  than  3  per  cent  of  fat, 
and  ^though  they  would  thus  bring  the 
adulterated  milk  up  to  3  per  cent,  they 
would  offer  an  inducement  to  those 
who  sold  better  milk  to  work 
down  to  what  was  the  legal  standard. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Kearley) 
maintained  that  many  local  authorities 
would  not  put  the  Act  as  it  stood  into 
operation,  but  he  did  not  indicate  how 
the  difficulty  could  be  met.  What  was 
the  whole  trend  of  our  legislation!  It 
was  to  trust  the  local  authorities  of  the 
country,  and  to  cast  upon  local  authori- 
ties the  responsibilities  that  were  now 
taken  by  the  central  authority.  In  the 
Committee  it  was  proposed    that  the 
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I-rf>cal  Government  Board  should  have  the 
power  to  take  samples  in  all  the  places 
whtire  the  local  authority  failed  to  do 
their  duty  and  to  prosecute;  but  he 
could  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  that 
the  Local  OoTemment  Board,  over- 
weighted  as  they  now  were,  were  not 
prepared  to  do. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  remarked  that  what 
he  had  sv^rgested  was  that  the  duty 
should  be  made  compulsory  so  far  as  the 
local  authorities  were  concerned. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  admitted  that 
in  some  cases  the  local  authorities  failed 
to  act.  That  fact  only ,  emphasised  the 
demand  he  made  for  time  to  consider  a 
question  so  full  of  difficulties.  There 
was  only  one  other  matter  to  which  he 
wished  to  refer.  The  Committee,  against 
his  draft  Report,  carried  an  Amendment 
which  prohibited  the  colouring  of  mar- 
frarine,  and  the  mixture  of  margarine 
with  butter.  That  proposal  was  strongly 
resisted  by  all  the  representatives  of  the 
great  towns  on  the  Committee,  and  he 
had  beep  informed  at  the  Local 
Government  Board  by  a  deputation 
that  to  carry  out  that  proposal 
meant  the  total  destruction  of  the 
margarine  trade.  He  did  not  wish 
it  to  be  understood  that  he  was 
arguing  against  the  reconunendations  of 
the  Committee;  he  was  simply  trying 
to  show  thatf  so  far  from  this  being  a 
non<contentioufl  matter,  it  was  full  of 
contention,  and  contention  of  the  most 
difficult  kind — that  between  town  and 
country.  Having  dealt  with  the  merits 
of  the  question,  he  came  to  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  probably  think  of 
greater  importance.  During  the  recess 
a  draft  BiU  was  prepared.  It  had  been 
carefully  considered,  and  was  now  being 
BO  considered,  and  all  he  could  say  waa 
that  the  ^ole  question  was  receiving 
almost  daify  consideration,  at  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Th^  were  trying 
to  get  over  the  difficulties,  and  he  hoped 
that  at  no  distant  date  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  submit  a  Bill  to  the 
House  dealing  with  the  entire  question. 
["This  Session r']  That  was  not  a  ques- 
tion for  him,  but  one  which  must  be  put 
to  the  Leader  of  the  Hotise.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  in  view  of  the  statement 
he  had  just  made  the  hon.  Member 
would  not  think  it  right  to  take  a 
Division. 

Secretary  to  Local  Oovemmcnt  Board, 


*Sra  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby,  Ilkes- 
ton) was  glad  to  hear  from   his  hon. 
Friend  that  a  Bill  on  this  subject  hod 
been  drafted,  and  that  it  rested  with  the 
Leader  of  the  Government  in  this  House 
to  tell  them  later  on  whether  they  were 
likely  to  see  the  Bill  this  Session.  He 
hoped  that  in  this  instance  time  wotdd 
permit  a  Bill  to  be  submitted   to  the 
House    this    year.    In  the  interest  of 
public  work  it  was  desirable  that  the 
fruits  of  a  Committee's  labour  should  not 
be  delayed  too  long.    He  did  not  believe 
that  the  difficulties  in  this  case  were  as 
great    as    his    hon.  Friend  supposed. 
["  Hear,    hear  I "]    The  fact  was  that 
the  legislation  required   on   this  sub- 
ject   was    legislation,  r  not  for  altering 
the  principle  of  the  law,  but    for  im- 
proving the  administration  of  the  law : 
for  improving  the  machinery  by  which 
the  law  was  carried  out.     The  Local 
Government  Board  thoi^ht  there  ought 
to  be  one  sample  of  food  taken  for  every 
thousand  people  in  a  district.    That  was 
not  a  high  standard  to  be  aimed  at.  In 
some  places  a  sample  was  taken  for  every 
300  people,  but  in  some  coimties  only 
one  sample  was  taken  for  every  15,000 
inhabitants,    showing  an  almost  total 
neglect  of  the  law  as  it  stood.    The  con- 
sequence   was    that  in  those  localities 
adulteration  went  on  with  injury  to  the 
home  producer  and  general  injury  to  the 
health  and  well-being  of  the  people.  The 
Secretary  to   the  Local  Government 
Board  spoke  about  centralisation.  Cen- 
tralisation was  not  wanted  in  the  direo- 
tion  of  making  the  Local  Government 
Board  an  active  intervener  in  the  detec- 
tion of  adulteration,  but  it  would  be  a 
great  help  even  to  the  lai^est  and  most 
advanced  centres  of  local  government 
if  there  were  some  body  in  London,  such, 
as  a  Central  Board  of  Reference,  to  which, 
there  could  be  resort    for  assistance. 
Therefore,    when  the  Committee  sug- 
gested the  creation  of  a  scientific  body, 
which  would  be  a  source  of  strength  to 
any  local  body  trying  to  administet  the 
Acts,   he   thought  the  recommendation, 
was  such  as  to  warrant  some  more  defi- 
nite promise  than  they  had  yet  received 
from    the    (Jovemment.     The  Bir- 
mingham City  Council,   for  example, 
were    anxious    to    m^e    up  their 
minds   as    to  whether  the  unUmited 
use  of  antiseptics  in  the  treatment  of 
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health  or  not,  and  they  reBoIved,  after 
obtaining  all  the  information  they  could, 
to  refer  to  a  body  in  London — ^that  waa 
the  Local  Govemment  Board  in  London 
— for  information  as  to  how  they  were 
to  be  guided  with  reference  to  the  quantity 
of  antiseptics  pennisBible  in  foodstuffs. 
At  present  there  was  no  authority  to 
whom  th^  could  appeal.  That  was 
certainly  a  flaw  in  our  existing  arrange- 
ments, and  until  such  a  body  was 
constituted  they  could  not  expect  the  law 
to  be  eificiently  carried  out.  In  the 
absence  of  such  a  body,  too,  they  coulJ 
never  expect  uniformity  of  judgment  on 
the  Bench  in  cases  of  adulteration,  and 
he  was  confident  that  if  there  were  such 
a  central  authority  to  refer  to,  the  law 
would  be  enforced  in  many  districts 
where  it  was  now  n^lected.  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone,  while  approv- 
ing of  the  principle,  spoke  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  setting  up  standards  in  regard  to 
certain  articles  of  food,  but  he  thought 
it  might  be  dono  in  many  cases.  In  re- 
gard to  milk,  for  instance,  he  did  not 
think  the  difficulty  waa  insuperable,  or 
that  it  would  involve  any  injustice  or 
injury  to  tho  trade.  At  all  events,  he 
was  sure  that  if  some  Board  of  Reference 
were  created  on  the  lines  indicated  by 
the  Committee — a  body  in  whom  the 
public  would  feri  confidence — an  impor- 
tant step  would  be  achieved  towards  im- 
proving the  general  quality  of  the  food 
of  the  people.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  The 
evidence  given  before  the  Committee 
showed  that  an  enormous  amount  of 
adulteration  was  going  on  in  articles  of 
food  mostly  of  foreign  production.  The 
result  of  this  was  to  so  lower  prices  that 
in  many  cases  our  own  producers  were 
forced  out  of  the  market,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  operated  strongly  against 
the  general  production  of  food  in  the 
countiy.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  It  was  ob- 
Tious  that  the  production  and  supply  of 
good  food  was  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  tho  health,  and  vigour,  and  cha- 
racter of  a  nation,  and  this  was  an  object 
to  which  every  Government  should  attach 
importance.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  The 
Government  had  professed  a  desire  to 
undertake  social  legislation.  Here  waa 
an  opportunity  then  for  them  to  achieve 
a  great  work  in  this  direction,  and,  in 
view  of  the  foots  and  recommendations 
presented  by  the  Committee,  he  would 
urge  them  to  give  their  attention  to  the 
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matter  as  soon  as  they  possibly  could. 

["Hear,  hear  I"] 

*Mb.  GEORGE  LAMBERT  (Devon, 
South  Molton)  said  he  regretted  the  line 
that  had  been  taken  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  spoken  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  matter.  The  hon.  Member 
fully  admitted  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  necessity  of  l^slation ;  but 
said  that  further  time  was  required  to 
give  the  matter  full  consideration  before 
legislation  was  undertaken.  Yet  this  Com- 
mittee had  been  sitting  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  and  reported  in  August  last.  In 
the  caae  of  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill, 
which  formed  one  of  the  principal  mea- 
sures of  last  Session,  and  which,  by  the 
way,  transferred  a  good  sum  of  money 
from  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers  to  the 
agricultural  interest,  the  Government  re- 
quired very  much  less  time  to  make  up 
their  minds  about  legislation :  and  yet 
he  did  not  think  tluit  matter  waa  of 
greater  importance  to  the  country  than 
tho  one  under  consideration.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I "]  The  question  was  one  of  con- 
siderable magnitude,  because  it  closely 
alTected  the  health  and  condition  of  the 
people.  He  believed  legislation  on  the 
subject — upon  the  lines  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee — ^was  prac- 
ticable, although  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  had  read  into  the  Report 
many  more  difficulties  than  it  contained 
or  involved.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  This 
subject  of  food  adulteration,  moreover, 
was  of  great  importance  to  agriculturists, 
because  fair  trade  was  necessary  to.  the 
sale  of  their  own  products.  ["  Hear, 
hear!  "]  The  Committee  had  stated  that  a 
large  amount  of  fraud  was  perpetrated  in 
large  quantities  of  the  food  imported  from 
abroad,  and,  to  some  extent,  at  home. 
Especially  was  this  the  case  in  r^id 
to  butter,  which  was  largely  adulterated 
with  margarine,  and  as  the  representa- 
tive  of  an  agricultural  constitnency  he 
was  able  to  assure  the  House  that  enor- 
mous interest  was  taken  in  the  matter 
by  the  fanners  of  the  country.  In 
colour,  shape,  and  consistency  margarine 
was  made  up  to  exactly  imitate  butter, 
and  lai^ely  sold  as  such  all  over  the 
country.  It  was  not  butter  at  all.  Much 
of  this  so-called  butter  or  margarine — 
made  of  inside  fat,  oil,  and  milk — came 
from  Germany ;  it  was  sold  as  Ham- 
burg factory  butter  in  Manchester, 
and  in  other  places  as  really  pure 
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butter,  but  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee waa  given  that  every  sample 
taken  of  it  was  adulterated.  It 
was  only  fair  to  our  own  agriculturists 
to  prevent  the  importation  from  abroad 
-  of  an  article  so  adulterated,  and  allow  it 
to  be  palmed  off  on  the  people  of  this 
country  as  pure  butter.  ["Hear,  hearl"] 
Moreover,  it  wis  noteworthy  that  the 
.  profit  on  marfjarine  was  4d.  per  lb., 
whereas  on  pjiiuine  butter  it  was  only  Id. 
per  lb.,  and  therefore  an  inducement  was 
given  to  the  seller  to  press  the  adul- 
terated article  upon  the  people  to  the  d'e- 
.triment  of  their  health.  Then,  ^in, 
foreign  cheese  was  also  largely  adul- 
terated, and  it  was  so  closely  made  up 
to  resemble  British  cheese  that  the  pub- 
lic were  often  deceived.  Why,  it  was 
actually  a  fact  that  some  of  the  articles 
imported  from  abroad,  and  sold  in  this 
country,  were  not  allowed  to  be  sold  in 
the  countries  from  which  they  came.  The 
British  farmer  was  an  honest  man,  and 
could  not  compete  with  fraud  of  this 
kind;  and  consequently  he  suffered  a 
grievous  injustice  imder  the  circum- 
stances. ["  Hear,  hear ! "]  The  existing 
Acta  against  adulteration  ought  to  1» 
strengthened,  taid  fresh  l^^httion  also 
applied  to  meet  the  difficulty.  The 
Local  Government  Board  thought  one 
sample  per  1,000  persons  per  annum  was 
not  an  extravagant  number  of  samples 
to  take,  hut  it  had  been  shown  that  the 
number  of  samples  taken  in  some  places 
was  largely  below  this  figure.  He  might 
mention  that  in  Somersetshire  one  sample 
per  annum  had  been  taken  to  eveiy  379 
persons,  and  the  extent  of  adulteration 
had  been  found  to  be  3*6  per  cent. ; 
whereas  in  Oxford,  where  one  sample 
was  taken  to  over  14,000  persons,  the 
adulteration  was  41*7.  There  were  local 
reasons  which  often  operated  to  prevent 
the  present  Acts  being  put  in  force.  One 
Inspector  stated  before  the  Committee 
that— 

"  He  knew  of  a  local  authority  in  the  Metro- 
poliB,  eight  membere  of  which  had  been  con- 
victed of  offences  under  the  Acts  upon  eTidenec 
obtained  by  their  own  inspector.  The  resalt 
had  been  that  the  dutien  of  the  inspector  under 
^he  Acts  were  now  controlled  by  a  committee  of 
the  authority,  and  tbay  decide  the  eases  in  which 
proaecufaonfl  are  to  be  ondertaken.'* 

Therefore,  it  was  not  likely  that  those 
eight  gentlemen  who  might  be  convicted 
by  their  own  inspectors  would  be  very 
Mr.  George  Lambert. 


ready  to  put  the  law  into  operation. 
Then  he  contended  that  the  punishment 
for  offences  of  this  kind  was  altogether 
inadequate.   It  had  consisted  of  a  fino 

;  ranging  from  30s.  to  408.  It  was  not  at 
all  commensurate  with  the  enormous  pro- 
fits made  in  the  trade,  and  the  Committee 

'  recommended  that  imprisonment  should 
be  inflicted  where  a  man  kept  on  break- 

1  ing  the  law.  This  trade  was  a  very  large 
one  indeed.  The  Committee  had  reported 
that  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  imports 

'  of  food  into  the  United  Kingdom  were 

'adulterated.  The  imports  of  butter 
were  two  and  thre^iiuartar  million 
cwt.,  of  maii^ne  nearly  one  million 
cwt.,  of  cheese  two  million  cwt.,  and  of 
condensed  milk  half  a  million  cwt., 
and  a  considerable  proportion  of 
this  enormous  amount  of  food  was  adul- 
terated, and  yet  the  Government 
could  not  find  time  to  legislate  on 
the  subject.  His  point  was  that  this 
waa  not  inore  an  agricultural  question 
than  a  poor  man's  question.  Milk  and 
butter  were  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
it  was  an  extraordinary  fact  that 
in  the  poorer  districts  of  the  Metro- 
polis the  Adulteration  Acts  were 
not  BO  strictly  enforced  as  in  the  richer 
districts.  In  Lewisham,  Hampstead,  and 
St.  James's,  Westminster,  hardly  one 
sample  in  100  were  adulterated,  while  in 
St.  Pancras  43  per  cent.,  in  Southwark  4ti 
per  cent.,  and  in  Lambeth  47  per  cent, 
of  the  samples  were  adulterated.  The 
Government  said  they  had  not  time  to 
deal  with  this  matter.  They  had  the 
time  to  mention  foreign  prison-made 
goods.  He  did  not  irant  to  know  where 
goods  were  made,  but  he  did  want  to 
know  that  they  were  what  they  pur> 
ported  to  be.  What  encouragement  was 
there  for  farmers  to  start  butter  fac- 
tories, as  they  had  done  and  still  further 
hoped  to  do  in  parts  of  the  country, 
and  to  endeavour  to  win  back  from  the 
foreigner  a  portion  of  the  market  they 
had  encroached  upon,  when  the  Govern- 
ment, which  was  so  professedly  the  friend 
of  the  farmers,  would  not  help  them  to 
see  that  the  produce  they  had  to  com- 
pete with  was  pure  or  noti  It  could 
not  be  said  that  agriculture  had  had  too 
much  of  the  present  Session  devoted  to 
it,  for  this  was  the  first  Agricultiiral 
Amendment  brought  forward.  The  very 
firct  day  of  last  Session  the  Minister  for 
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Agriculture  gave  notice  of  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act, 
but  this  Session  Agricultural  Holdings 
only  found  a  place  in  the  Omnibus  Clause 
of  the  Queen's  Speech,  to  be  passed  if 
time  permitted.  He  did  think  that 
this  Government,  which  came  into  power 
BO  largely  through  the  support  of  the 
agricultural  interest,  might  do  something 
to  enable  the  farmers  to  help  themselves. 

*GsHBBAL  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest),  referring  to  the  sugges- 
tion that  local  authorities  were  lax  io 
the  administration  of  the  Adulteration 
Acts,  said  he  belonged  to  a  local 
authority  who  had  endeavoured  to  put 
the  law  into  force.  Each  prosecution 
cost  upwards  of  £o,  and  they  thought 
thmns^ves  very  lucky  indeed  if  they  got 
a  penalty  of  lOs.  inflicted  on  a  person 
th^  |m>8ecuted,  if  indeed  the  summons 
were  not  dismissed,  and  a  fine  of  lOs. 
was,  of  course,  a  perfect  farce, 
and  was  no  deterrent.  Unless  they 
Could  obtain  better  means  of  enforcing 
the  law,  it  would  become  a  question  with 
the  body  of  which  he  was  a  member 
whether  they  should  continue  to  enforce 
it  or  not.  He  thought  the  local  bodies 
were  unfairly  blamed  in  this  matter. 
Either  the  mi^istrates  shoiild  be  called 
upon  to  inflict  severe  penalties,  or  else 
a  radical  change  should  be  made  in  the 
law,  providing  for  imprisonment  instead 
of  fine  after  the  first  or  second  convic- 
tion. Otherwise  men  would  continue  to 
defy  the  law,  and  local  bodies  would 
cease  to  make  an  effort  to  prevent  it. 

*Mr.  F.  a.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
£.),  said  he  wished  to  speak  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  assenting  to  the  Re- . 
port,  but  also  because,  when  Chairman 
of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
he  had  moved  and  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee.  He  was 
bound  to  aay  that  he  thought  his  hon. 
Friend  opposite  in  the  very  vague  indi- 
cation he  had  given  of  the  possible  action 
of  the  Government  in  the  future,  had 
not  in  any  way  invalidated  the 
fTTound  on  which  this  matter  had 
been  brought  forward.  Without  going 
into  any  details  of  the  frauds  that  were 
committed,  or  of  the  minor  recommen- 
dations, he  wished  to  say,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  that  the  Report 
consisted  of  two  essential  heads  or  divi- 
sions, 'Under  one  head  it  discussed 


amendments  in  the  law  and  its  adminis- 
tration, as  to  which  there  was  no  prac- 
tical doubt  or  difficulty  whatsoever, 
and  as  to  which  there  could  be 
no  divergence  of  opinion ;  but  the 
other  division  of  the  Report  was  the 
essential  portion,  and  its  nature  was 
an  unanswerable  aif^ment  for  dealii^ 
promptly  with  this  question.  The 
main  recommendation  of  the  Report  was 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  remove  all 
that  sort  of  difficulty  which  had  beset  so 
many  of  the  Courts,  and  which  had 
acted  as  an  obstacle  to  commerce — the 
uncertainty  as  to  what  was  meant  by 
certain  articles,  the  uncertainty  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  law,  the  uncertainty  as 
to  what  was  adulteration  and  what  was 
not,  and  the  uncertainty  as  to  what  was 
an  honest  article  and  what  was  not.  The 
main  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was  to  tske  all  these  questions  out  of  the 
realm  of  uncertainty,  an  uncertainty 
which  now  led  the  Courts  into  difficulty, 
and  acted  as  a  serious  obstacle  to  the 
producers  of  this  country,  and  to  obtain 
accurate  and  reliable  decisions  from  the 
highest  experts  appointed  for  the 
pmT)0Be  of  laying  down  standards 
which  would  govern  the  trade  in  thes« 
articles.  Was  it  not  unanswerable  to  say 
that  the  sooner  a  Court  of  liefcrence  was 
set  up  the  better?  He  had  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  demands  of  agricul- 
turists for  many  years,  ard  this  demand 
for  protection  against  adulteration  had 
been  one  of  the  demands  most  earnestly 
and  unanimously  formulated  by  them 
throughout  the  country  for  years  past. 
When  the  late  Liberal  Ministry  came  into 
power  a  similar  demand  for  protection 
against  fraud  in  fertilisers' and  feeding 
stuffs  had  been  left  over  by  their  predo- 
ceseors,  and  the  jiresent  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  failed  to 
deal  with  it.  The  Liberal  Ministry  then 
dealt  with  that  evil  by  the  Fertilisers  and 
Feeding  Stuffs  Act  of  1893.  It 
was  the  Liberal  Ministry  also  which 
appointed  this  Committee,  and  after  a 
change  of  Ministry-  the  Committee  had 
the  aid  and  help  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  as  the  particularly  capable 
representative  of  the  office  which  would 
be  intrusted  with  carrying  out  any  legis- 
lation that  might  be  passed.  It  was 
really  absiu'd  that  there  should  l>e  bo 
much  doubt  and  hesitation  about  the 
production  of  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the 
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■question,  the  main  portion  of  which  waa 
contained  in  bo  small  a  compass.  The 
details  of  administration  had  been 
thrashed  out  again  and  again  by  prac- 
tical men  all  over  the  country. 
The  real  difficulty  of  tho  question,  a 
difficulty  he  admitted  quite  aa  strongly 
as  the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  was  to  determine  what  was 
an  adulterated  article  and  what  was  not, 
and  this  difficulty  would  be  in  a  fair  way 
of  solution  when  once  a  Court  of 
Beference  was  started.  With  suck  a  Com- 
petent court  established  there  would  be  a 
fair  prospect  of  dealing  with  a  vast 
volmne  of  fraudulent  trade  which  had 
inflicted  much  injury  upon  agriculture 
and  loss  upon  consiuners.  To  have 
palmed  upon  them  the  hazy  outlines  of 
a  Bill  now  in  some  remote  pigeon-hole 
and  not  yet  even  in  a  final  form  of  pre- 
paration,  so  that  it  could  be  laid  before 
the  House  at  any  given  time,  and  to  which 
there  was  not  the  most  distant  allusion 
in  the  Queen's  Speech,  was  just  cause  of 
complaint  to  Members  who  took  an 
interest  in  agricultural  questions;  and 
more  especially  they  complained  of  this 
conduct  from  a  Government  who  by  rai;h 
and  reckless  pledges  gained  so  many 
seats  in  agricultural  constituencies.  For 
years  legislation  of  this  kind  had  been 
asked  for  by  agricultural  associations  uU 
over  the  country,  and  this  indefinite 
postponement  by  the  Government  was 
ungenerous  and  unfair  to  agricultural 
interests,  and  he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend, 
unless  he  received  an  assurance  that 
legislation  creating  this  Court  of  Refer- 
ence wotdd  be  within  a  reasonable  time 
brought  before  the  House,  would  by  a 
Division  give  hon.  Members  the  oppor- 
tunity of  recording  opinions  ou  the 
conduct  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in 
meeting  this  urgent  question  with  a 
vague  promise.   ["  Hear  I  "] 

*SiR  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee),  having 
sat  on  the  Committee  which  inquired  into 
this  question  last  Session,  said  he  vras 
surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for 
Devonport  say  that  the  Ueport  of  the 
Committee  was  unanimous.  There  were 
undoubtedly  a  number  of  questions  upon 
which  there  was  substantial  agreement, 
but  there  were  other  and  very  imptn^ant 
ones  upon  which  there  was  much 
difference  of  opinion,  and  on  one  impor- 
tant point  the  draft  Beport  passed  by 
the  Chairman  ou  behalf  of  the  Local 
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Government  Board  was  set  aside.  It 
would  be  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
there  would  be  no  opposition  to  a  BiU 
to  carry  out  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
as  it  stood.  It  had  been  very  truly  said 
there  were  matters  in  the  Report  which 
were  highly  contentious.  It  was  not 
entirely  a  Report  suggesting  improve- 
ments m  machinery ;  there  were  pro- 
posals or  suggestions  in  it  which 
affected  vciy  important  principles.  Itliad 
been  {admitted  that  where  the  existing 
Acts  had  been  honestly  and  fairly  ad- 
minstared,  there  had  been  a  groat  de- 
crease in  adulteration,  and  so  far  as 
suggestions  were  made  for  the  improve- 
ment of  machinery  for  the  existing  Acts 
there  would  be  no  opposition  raised.  But 
proposals  were  mado  in  Committee  and 
agreed  to  by  majorities  there  as  to  which 
the  Committee  were  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct parties,  the  town  party  and  the 
country  party.  Tliere  was  a  question 
whether  an  article  of  food,  which  on  the 
evidence  of  numerous  witnesses  had  been 
pronounced  nutritious,  useful  and  palat- 
able*  was  to  be  presented  in  a  form  and 
colour  which  would  prevent  its  being 
used  to  a  large  extent.  Tbero  was 
another  proposal  to  largely  increase 
the  powers  of  the  Customs  to  seize  goods 
at  Custom  Houses  instead  of  taking 
samples  and  following  up  the  cases.  In 
this  Amendment  he  strongly  objected  to 
the  use  of  the  word  "  nefarious."  To  this 
he  certainly  could  not  assent ;  the  word 
"  nefarious  "  signified  "  impious,"  "  base," 
"  felonious,"  "  wicked  in  the  extreme," 
"  abominable."  [Lauj/hter.]  What  hod 
occurred  in  tho  punishment  of  this 
great  crime  under  the  Act  1  There  had 
been  difficulty  in,  inducing  magistrates 
to  convict,  not  only  magistrates  who 
were  members  of  local  authoritiea,  but 
Justices  of  the  Peace  who  were  not,  and 
many  stipendiiiry  magistrates  had  refusu,! 
larger  fines  thnn  from  Is.  to  40s.  Clearly 
this  indicated  that  they  did  not  regard 
tho  offence  as  it  was  designated  in  the 
Amendment.  Ho  observed  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport  had  not  used  a 
word  which  had  cropped  up  frequently 
in  subsequent  speeches — "  Margarine." 
That  word  woa  much  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee. If  the  Report  were  carried  out 
undoubtedly  it  would  be  an  endeavour  to 
strike  a  fatal  blow  at  the  snle  of  mar- 
garine. Hon.  Gentlemen  had  pleaded  for 
the  cfurying  out  of  the  Act  in .  the 
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intf^esta  of  the  poor.  Now  the  poor  were 
great  consumers  of  margarine,  vhich  was 
not  placed  before  them  fraudulently  but 
knowingly  as  mai^rine.  The  Report  itr 
self  gave  a  remarkable  statement  on  the 
point  to  the  effect  that  the  Committee 
had  received  much  evidence  as  to  the 
wholesome,  valuaUe,  and  nutritious  pro- 
perties of  margarine  as  a  cheap  food,  not 
8o  palatable  as  good  buttOT  but,  un- 
questionably, well-made  margarine  was 
more  pabtable  than  bad  butter.  -  It  was 
said  that  margarine  was  sold  as  buttor, 
but  in  fact  it  could  only  be  sold  in  wrap> 
pws  having  the  word  "Margarine"  in 
large  characters  thereon.  The  poor  were 
anxious  to  obtain  this  article,  and  they 
obtained  it  knowing  it  to  be  margarine, 
though  in  shops  where  the  customer  was 
well  known  and  wished  to  i  conceal  the 
fact  of  his  purchasing  this  article  it 
might  be  asked  for  as  "  butter."  It  was 
not  necessary  to  detain  the  House  by 
dwelling  'on  the  point,  but  it  was  weU 
known  that  this  nutritive  article  was 
■old  at  half  the  price  of  fresh  butter,  and 
with  the  poor  it  was  often  a  question 
whether  they  could  supply  this  to  their 
families  with,  bread  or  nothing.  He 
strongly  condemned  the  suggested  inter- 
ference with  the  trade.  He  much  re- 
gretted that  so  many  of  his  lion.  Friends 
had  shown  the  cloven  foot  of  protection. 
[Laughter,]  They  would  be  far  better 
employed  in  using  their  influence  with 
agricultural  communiti^  to  induce  them 
to  do  what  the  hon.  Membeor  for  South 
Helton  aud  had  been  done  in  Devonshire, 
to  establish  and  encourage  the  factory 
system  under  enlighteneid,  intelligent 
management,  such  as  had  really  been 
the  cause  of  this  competition  of  which 
complaint  was  made.  There  bad  been 
large  importations  of  Danish  and  other 
butters,  and  why?  Because  Denmark 
and  other  countries  which  had  gone  into 
the  factory  system  were  able  to  put  on 
the  market  an  article  of  first  class 
character,  r^ularly  supplied  in  excellent 
condition.  It  was  because  of  its  excellence 
Danish  butter  had  attained  its  position. 
Let  the  English,  farmers,  with  their  wives 
and  daughters,  devote  the  same  atten- 
tion as  the  Danish  families  did  to  daiiy 
work,  let  the  same  attention  be  givrai  to 
the  preparation  and  package  of  the 
butter  for  market,  and  perhaps  the  con- 
sumer would  be  able  to  dispense  with 
the  tt^ply  of  foreign  Imtter.  ["Heart'*] 


But  tho  idea  among  some  of  his 
hon.  Friends  was  that  anything  that 
was  foreign  must  be  nefarious.  ["No, 
no ! "]  If  that  was  not  the  idea  it  was 
the  declaration  of  this  particular  Ammd- 
ment,  but  hon.  Gentlemen  who  took  that 
line  should  remember  that  so  far  as 
our  exports  were  concerned  we  wwe  the 
moat  nefarious  people  in  the  world.  ["  No, 
no  !  "  and  lauc/hter.]  Certainly  foreign 
manufacturers  had  equally  good  ground 
;for  such  an  opinion.  Out  of  samples  of 
butter  from  fifteen  countries  only  five 
were  found  to  be  in  any  way  adultwated. 
With  regard  to  the  other  ten  the  samples 
showed  "none,"  "none"  all  through. 
With  r^rd  even  to  these  five  there 
was  in  one  countiy,  with  31  samples, 
only  two  adulterated,  and  another, 
with  34,  liad  only  five  adulterated. 
He  thoroughly  endorsed  what  the 
Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  said,  namely,  that  the  ques- 
tions dealt  with  in  this  Report  were  so 
multifarious,  and  some  of  them  were 
of  such  importance,  that  he  would  be 
making  far  more  haste  than  good  speed 
if  he  were  to  throw  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  Bill  which,  with  the  well  known 
-surplusage  of  Measures  which  were  to 
be  passed  during  the  Session,  would 
have  no  chance  of  getting  through. 
They  all  knew  that  the  hou.  Gentle- 
man applied  his  mind  thoroughly 
to  any  subject  he  might  take  up,  and 
they  might  be  sure,  from  their  know- 
ledge of  his  past  action,  that  when  this 
Bill  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
it  would  be  a  Heasiu-e  which  had  been 
carefully  pr^Kired  with  due  regard  to 
the  important  interests  that  were  in- 
volved. He  thought  that  instead  of  an 
attempt  being  made  to  censure  the  Gov- 
ernment for  being  dilatory  they  would 
have  been  far  more  worthy  of  censure 
if  they  had  precipitately  brought  into 
the  House  a  hasty  and  ill-considered 
measure.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  For  these 
reasons,  as  a  Member  of  the  Committee, 
he  should  certainly  -support  the  Gov- 
ernment in  opposing  the  Amendment. 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  op  tub  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
£.)  hoped  they  might  now  draw  this 
portion  of  the  Debate  on  the  Address  to 
a  conclusion.  He  had  really  nothing 
substantial  to  add  to  what  had  fallen 
from  his  hon.  Friend,  which,  he  thought, 
was  Buffioieut  to  show  a  practical  assembly 
[Fift/i  Day. 
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that  fha  Government  Tt'ere  not  to 
blame  for  the  course  th^  had  taken  in 
the  matter.  Anybody  who  had  listened 
to  the  Debate  must  be  convinced  that 
the  Bubject  was  one  oi  great  difficulty 
and  complexity.  It  had  engaged  the 
attention  of  a  very  competent  Committee 
for  no  less  than  three  years  of  continu- 
ous and  arduous  labour,  and  its  recom- 
mendations were  of  a  complicated  and 
far  from  being  of  an  uncontroversial 
character.  It  must  also  be  evident  from 
the  Debate  that  while  there  was  no 
party  complexioa  in  the  matter  there 
was  a  conflict  of  material  interests  be- 
tween the  constifiuencies  represented  by 
gentlemen  sitting  on.  different  sides  of 
the  House,  and  his  experience  was  that 
where  they  found  a  conflict  of  material 
interests  the  Debates  to  which  they  gave 
rise  were  quite  as  long  and  sometimes 
quite  as  heated  as  any  that  arose  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  warfare  between  party 
and  party.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  He  did 
not  think  it  would  be  asserted  by  any 
Gentleman  that  the  programme  of  legis- 
lation the  Grovemment  had  put  before 
the  House  this  year  was  one  which  would 
leave  them  very  much  time  to  be  filled 
up  by  Measures  not  announced  in  the 
Queen's  Speech,  and  the  House  might 
rest  content  with  the  assurance  of  his 
hon.  Friend  that  the  matter  was  under 
the  consideration  of  his  department. 
The  labours  they  had  already  devoted  to 
the  subject  had  produced  a  draft  Bill 
which  would  require  further  considera- 
tion, but  still  it  was  a  Bill  which  had 
been  thrown  into  some  sort  of  preliuii- 
nary  shape.  Those  labours  would  be 
continued,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
nsking  more  from  the  Government  than 
could  fairly  be  demanded  at  this  stage 
of  the  Session  to  require  them  to  give 
any  sort  of  pledge  as  to  the  period  when 
they  would  find  themselves  in  a  position 
to  deal  with  the  question.  ["Hear, 
hear  I"] 

Mb.  THOMAS  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) 
observed  that  they  had  got  an  existing 
law  in.  this  matter,  and  he  thought  one 
of  the  most  unsatisfactory  things  in  con- 
nection with  the  answer  given  by  the 
hon.  Member  representing  the  Local 
Government  Board,  was  that  he  did  not 
make  any  promise  that  there  should  be 
a  firm  enforcement  of  the  existing  law. 
A  good  deal  could  be  done  under  that 
law.    He  must  say  that,  although  he 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 


could  not  agree  with  all  the  conclusions 
of  his  hon.  Friend  who  had  last  spoken, 
he  did  think  there  were  grave  faidts  in 
the  particular  Amendment  before  them, 

which  savoured  a  great  deal  too  much  of 
Protection  in  the  latter  part.  He  went 
thoroughly  with  the  first  two  or  three 
lines  of  the  Amendment,  and  if  he  could 
get  an  assurance  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  existing  law  so  far  as  it 
coiUd  be  made  to  meet  the  case  would 
be  strictly  applied,  he  would  readily 
accept  the  assurances  already  given. 
He  wished  to  give  one  illustration  of 
how  much  could  be  done  under  that  law. 
There  was  one  trade  that  had  been 
singled  out  in  this  Report  from  all  other 
trades,  namely  the  tea  trade,  in  which 
a  good  many  samples  had  been  examined 
and  not  one  case  of  adulteration  was 
found.  There  was  a  particular  section 
under  the  Act  of  1875  by  which  the 
Customs  authorities  could  make  a  strin- 
gent examinatiou  of  any  tea  suspected 
even  of  beii^  adulterated,  and  could  stop 
it  at  the  port.  The  fear  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  had  been  perfectly  suc- 
cessful in  arresting  adulteration,  which 
had  gone  on  to  a  certain  extent  before. 
He  thought  that  Act  was  capable  of  a 
far  larger  application.  When  they  turned 
to  the  article  of  coffee  he  was  sorry  to 
say  the  Report  was  an  unsatisfactory 
one,  for  every  species  seemed  to  be  adul- 
terated in  this  country  to  a  larger  extent 
than  any  other  article.  That  illustrated 
the  mistake  made  in  this  Amendment. 
It  was  the  foreigner  who  was  hit  here. 
They  got  all  their  best  food  from 
fore^rners,  whilst  the  worst  adulteration 
was  done  in  this  countiy.  An  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  said  that  the  British  farmer  was 
an  honest  man.  He  might  be,  but  he 
was  not  the  noblest  work  of  God.  He 
was  a  very  stupid  man,  because  he  had 
been  cut  out  of  every  trade  he  ought  to 
command  in  this  country  by  intelligent 
foreigners.  They  got  the  best  butter 
and  the  best  apples  from  abroad,  because 
home  producers  did  not  follow  the  same 
intelligent  processes  that  foreigners 
adopted.  For  his  part  he  wished  to 
associate  himself  with  the  protest  against 
the  Protectionist  aspect  of  part  of  the 
Amendment.  They  wanted  to  stop  adul- 
teration, but  they  did  not  want  to  stop 
the  importation  of  foreign  food.  They 
wanted  an  equal  law  to  be  applied  to 
the  foreign  and  the  native  adulterator, 
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and  if  that  were  done  he  thought  they 
would  have  arrived  at  a  most  excellent 
system.  If  they  had  an  assurance  that 
the  existing  law  vrould  be  enforced  in 
the  case  of  all  articles,  and  the  Bill 
brought  forward  as  early  as  possible, 
they  might  now  take  a  decision  on  the 
question. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  was  willing  that  the 
Debate  should  now  draw  to  a  close,  and 
with  a  view  to  this  result  he  would  ask 
the  ri^^t  hon.  Gentleman,  who  had  said, 
as  he  understood  him,  that  at  as  early 
a  pmod  as  posuble  the  Bill  would  be 
submitted  to  Parliament,  to  go  a  step 
further  and  say  it  should  be  brought  in 
during  this  Session. 

Thh  first  lord  oi-  tub  TREA- 
SURY was  very  unwilling  to  make  any 
promise  which  might  result  in  disap- 
pointment, and  which  it  might  not  be 
possible  to  fulfil  to  the  absolute  letter. 
All  he  could  say,  therefore,  was  that 
among  the  lai^  number  of  measures 
competing  for  the  support  of  the  Cuv- 
emment  and  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  this  was  one  to  which  they 
attacl^  importance.  He  could  not  ^ 
further  than  that.  With  regard  to  the 
existing  law,  he  believed  that  rested  not 
with  any  central  but  with  the  local 
authority.  He  would  inquire  whether  or 
not  it  rested  with  the  central  authority, 
and  see  what  could  be  done. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  observed  that  in  view 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  ans^^cr 
he  should  challenge  a  division. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added/'  put  and  n^tived. 

BBOiaTBATION  LAVfS. 

Me.  EDWARD  STKACHEY  (Somerset. 
S.)  had  the  next  Amendment  on  the 
Paper,  which  was  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  Address  the  words: — 

"  But  we  humbly  exprees  our  regret  that  no 
meaHure  is  announced  by  Your  Majesty  for  a 
eimpUficatioB  of  the  reffistration  laws  tor  Parlia- 
mentary and  Local  Government  elections,  so 
that  duly  qualified  persone  may  be  placed  upon 
the  electoral  register  without  the  present 
unnecesaary  complicationB  and  delay." 

*Mb.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  this  Amend- 
ment was  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  it 
anticipated  a  Bill  of  which  notice  had 
been  given  dealing  with  the  same  nx1> 
ject. 


UAHNISQ  OF  BRmSU  KBBCIIAKT  VEiHSKL-S. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Speaebr  after 

the  usual  interval, 

Mb.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough)  moved,  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
Address,  to  add  at  the  end  :  — 

"  .Vnd  we  hambly  represent  to  your  MajesW 
the  regret  of  this  Hoase  that  your  Majesty's 
Gracious  Speech  contains  no  promise  that  any 
attempt  shall  be  made  this  Session  to  pass  into 
law  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question  of  manning 
of  British  merchant  vessels,  in  accordance  wit£ 
the  recommendations  of  a  dejportmental  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  under- 
manning  of  British  merchant  vessels ;  and  this 
House  fozther  expressos  its  regret  at  the  con- 
tinued alarming  loss  of  life  at  sea." 

He  said  that  whenever  there  had  been 
any  shipping  I^slation  brought  before 
the  House  it  had  been  the  usual  practice 
of  gentlemen  interested  to  stir  up  a  great 
agitation  upon  the  groxmd  that  the  ship- 
ping interest  should  be  left  absolutely 
alone,  and  that  no  legislation  should  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  manage- 
ment by  shipowners  of  their  business  <xe 
property.  This  House  for  many  years 
had  interfered  with  factories,  mines,  and 
workshops,  and  l^pslation  affecting  those 
interests  had  never  produced  anything 
like  the  agitation  there  had  been  in  con- 
nection with  shipping.  He  did  not  com- 
plain very  much  of  shipowners ;  the 
people  he  had  fought  and  intended  to 
fight  were  the  managing  shipowners  or 
shipmongers — the  men  who  induced  the 
general  public  to  invest  their  money  in 
shipping  property  on  false  pretences,  and 
who  had  no  real  interest  at  stake  them- 
selves. He  quoted  from  a  prospectus 
issued  recently  in  Cardiff  where  the 
managing  director  of  a  shipping  company 
was  advising  people  to  invest  their  money 
in  one  of  their  vessels,  and  promising  a 
return  of  45  per  cent,  on  the  capital  in^ 
vested.  Managing  owners  had  been  the 
curse  of  the  shipping  trade.  They  con- 
stantly cut  down  the  number  of  men 
employed  on  board,  and,  by  under- 
manning  the  ships,  were  responsible  for 
a  good  deal  of  the  loss  of  life  at  sea. 
Whatever  loss  of  life  there  was  at  sea 
at  present,  he  asserted  that  managing 
owners  were  more  responsible  for  it  than 
anyone  else  he  knew.  They,  promised 
big  dividends,  which  they  had  not  been 
able  to  realise,  and  when  it  came  to  a 

[Ftfih  Day. 
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question  of  actual  management  they  con- 
tinually out  down  expenses  in  every  direc- 
tion. More  especially  had  they  cut 
down  the  number  of  men  employed 
on  board.  He  urged  that  under- 
manning  was  responsible  for  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  loss  of  life  at  sea. 
On  Janxiary  8th  1894  a  vessel  called  the 
2'ort  Gareth  was  lost  in  Brandon  Bay 
with  all  hands.  In  that  case  there  would 
hare  been  no  inquiry  but  for  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  apprentices  on  the  vessel 
had  kept  a  log  of  the  voyage,  and  had 
dispatched  it  to  his  father  a  few  days 
before  the  vessel  foundered.  From  that 
log  it  appeared  that  the  crew  consisted 
of  a  master,  two  mates  and  a  carpenter, 
one  sail-maker,  steward,  and  cook,  six 
able  seamen  (all  foreigners),  two  ordinaiy 
seamen  (boya  under  17,  one  of  whom  had 
never  been  to  sea  before),  and  six  appren- 
tices, five  of  whom  ha  J  never  been  to  sea 
before.  This  vessel  carried  500  yards 
of  canvas,  which  the  crew  had  to  work. 
It  was  found,  at  the  Board  of  Trade 
inquiry,  that  the  vessel  had  been  lost  in 
consequence  of  being  undermanned  and 
inefficiently  manned.  It  appeared  from 
the  log  that  before  the  loss  of  the  vessel 
a  large  number  of  the  men  were  disabled 
by  scurvy  and  sea-sickness ;  and  the  six 
able  seamen  were  possibly  not  conversant 
with  English.  He  would  not  say  that 
shipowners  deliberately  sent  their  vessels 
to  sea  in  an  unseaworthy  condition,  in 
order  to  make  a  profit  from  the  insur- 
ance, but  it  was  a  remarkable  fact  that 
in  the  case  of  the  majority  of  ships  lost 
the  owners  made  a  profit  by  the  loss. 
The  vessel  he  had  mentioned  was  insxured 
for  £10,000,  and  the  vessel,  if  sold,  would 
not  have  fetched  more  than  £6,000. 
The  penalty  imposed  on  the  owner  for 
this  loss  of  21  lives  was  a  fine  of  £75. 
He  asked  the  Solicitor  General  whether 
further  ^ceedings  couU  not  be  taken 
by  Government,  and  he  was  informed 
that  under  the  existing  law  there  would 
be  no  chance  of  a  conviotion.  To  show 
"what  some  shipo\vners  were  capable  of, 
he  would  read  a  series  of  letters  from 
one  firm,  whose  name  ho  would  give  if 
it  were  desired,  to  the  captain  of  one  of 
the  vessels  which  had  completed  the 
voyage,  and  was  lying  at  Falmouth  for 
a  week  or  two  awaiting  orders.  The 
Mr,  ffaoeloek  WUson. 


owners  were  anxious  to  get  rid  of  the 
crew  to  save  pay.    The  IBrat  letter  ran — 

"  In  reply  to  your  telegram  'with  regard  to 
crew,  we  wired  you  to  say  that  you  were  only 
to  gtre  the  crew  salt-beef,  no  fn»h  proviuoils, 
and  keep  them  hard  at  work,  so  that  they  may 
get  tired  of  the  ship  and  agree  to  a  forfeit  of 
£3.  We  cannot  hope  to  pay  the  crew  off  with- 
out this  forfeit.  .  .  .  Use  your  own  boats  in 
going  to  and  from  the  ship.  We  are  most 
anziotu  to  keep  down  expenses." 

The  next  letter  read — 

"  We  received  your  telegram  adviein^  us  that 
you  had  paid  off  ten  mm  with  a  reduction  of  £3 
each.  Ab  we  do  not  expect  orders  before  four 
days,  we  should  like  you  to  see  that  you  get  rid 
of  as  many  men  as  poflsible." 

Then  a  wire  followed — • 

"  If  you  can  get  any  more  of  your  able 
seamen  or  ordinary  seamen -paid  off  with  forfeit. 

doso." 

Then  anothei'  letter — 

"  Make  a  quick  ran  after  you  got  yoax  orders 
and  have  no  detention,  but  get  to  eoa  at  once. 
If  you  are  ordered  to  the  Clyde,  do  not  take  a 
pilot,  and  you  will  not  require  much  towage. 
Kun  up  the  Clyde  as  far  as  possible  under  sail. 
As  to  liiverpool,  you  will  require  little  or  no 
towage  there,  and  no  pilot.  We  hope  you  are 
doing  your  utmost  to  keep  down  cxponftes  at 
Falmouth,  which  is  a  matter  of  gi-oat  impor- 
tance.*' 

There  were  a  good  many  mant^ug 
owners  who  were  as  ready  as  these  gentle- 
men, at  all  times  and  by  all  means,  to 
cut  down  expenses,  regardless  of  the 
safety  of  the  lives  of  the  men  employed. 
Of  course,  all  shipowners  were  not  like 
that.  There  were  some  in  the  House 
who  would  scorn  to  be  parties  to  any 
conduct  of  the  kind.  But  as  long  as 
there  were  men  who  were  willing  to 
undertake  such  risks  for  the  sake  of 
paltry  saving,  it  was  tho  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment to  step  in  to  protect  the  seaman. 
He  induced  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
the  Brightside  Division  (Mr.  Mundella) 
to  appoiut  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  manning  of  ships ;  and  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  country  a  fair 
and  reasonable  Committee  was  appointed, 
and  all  interests  were  represented. 
It  was  not  a  shipowners'  Committee,  nor 
was  it  a  sailors'  Committee.  It  was  a 
Committee  composed  of  men  represrat- 
ing  every  interest  connected  with  ship- 
ping. It  sat  for  two  yean ;  visited  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  examined  176  witnesses.   Tn  &cfc, 
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no  Committee  had  ever  done  its  work  in 
a  more  thorough  manner.  Thirteen  out 
of  the  17  members  of  the  Committee 
had  signed  the  Majority  Report,  which 
declared  that  undermanning  did  largely 
prevail  in  a  certain  class  of  vessels,  and 
that  it  was  a  danger  to  the  lives  of  the 
sailors  who  went  to  sea  in  those  ships. 
The  lleport  did  uo'^  agreo  with  the  state- 
ment that  undermanning  coidd  be  dealt 
with  without  further  l^islation  by  a 
more  strict  definition  and  enforcement 
of  the  existing  law  applicable  to  unsea- 
worthiness in  regard  to  the  underman- 
ning of  ships,  and  by  the  punishment  of 
persons  responsible  for  sending  such 
ships  to  sea.  At  the  present  moment 
it  was  possible  for  a  Board  of  Tiude  sur- 
veyor to  go  on  board  a  vessel,  and  if  he 
found  that  the  bell  on  which  the  time  of 
day  was  struck  was  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
short  of  the  measiu'ement  provided  by 
the  Bofu-d  of  Trade,  he  oould  detain  that 
Teasel  in  port  as  being  in  an  unseawdrthy 
condition.  But  wl^u  it  came  to  the 
question  of  the  manning  of  the  ship,  the 
surveyor  had  no  power.  Yet  the  man- 
ning of  the  ^hip  was  the  most  impor- 
tant matter  of  all.  The  finest  ship  ever 
built,  if  not  properly  manned,  was  as 
unseaworthy  as  the  worst  old  tub  afloat 
on  the  ocean ;  and  yet  in  regard  to 
manning  the  only  authority  possessed 
by  the  official  of  tiie  Board  of  Trade  was 
to  see  that  the  offieera  of  the  ship  had 
got  their  certificates.  In  fact,  if  the 
officers  had  got  their  certificates,  the 
owners  might  send  the  ship  to  sea  with- 
out a  single  sailor,  and  the  officers  and 
the  official  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
be  powerless  in  the  matter.  That  being 
the  condition  of  affairs,  he  could  not 
imderstand  how  the  Government  could 
delay  any  longer  in  dealing  with  this 
question  of  undermanning.  It  was  a 
question  of  life  and  death  to  men  who 
went  down  to  the  sea  in  ships.  If  there 
were  only  a  few  lives  at  stake  he  would 
probably  not  say  so  much  on  the  matter. 
But  he  knew  that  every  day  and  every 
week  and  every  month  of  the  year  thou- 
sands of  men  were  sent  to  their  doom 
in  consequence  of  ships  in  an  unsea- 
worthy condition  being  allowed  to  leave 
tbo  ports.  He  therefore  most  strongly 
entered  his  protest  against  any  further 
delay  in  dealing  with  this  most  impor- 
tant question.  In  regard  to  the  Minority 
Report  of  the  Committee,  he  diould  aay 
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that  a  more  misleading  document  had 
never  been  submitted  to  the  House.  In 
the  first  paragraph  of  that  report  it  was 
stated  that  the  evidence  had  not  been 
presented  in  that  unbiassed  spirit  that 
was  desirable.  Had  those  gentlemen 
supposed  that  the  seamen  who  were  to 
be  examined  before  the  Committee  would 
give  evidence  in  favour  of  the  ship- 
owners and  not  (gainst  them?  Was  it 
not  only  reasonable  to  suppose  tlutt  the 
seamen  would  give  th^  evidence  in  a 
free  and  open  manner,  and  speak  the 
truth  as  to  their  actxial  everyday  experi- 
ences at  sea  i  The  Minority  Report  also 
declared  that  the  details  of  the  con- 
struction of  vessels  intended  to  cwry  pas- 
sengers were  subjected  to  rules  fixed  by 
the  Board  of  Trade.  But  the  complaint 
was  never  made  that  passenger  vesaela 
were  undermanned.  These  ships  were 
always  well  manned,  for,  wfdre  it  othen- 
wwe,  the  travelling  public  would  very 
soon  enter  a  protest.  The  com- 
plaint was  that  the  tramp  steamers 
were  imdcrmanned ;  and  this  allu- 
sion to  passenger  steamers  was  really 
an  attempt  to  mislead  the  public. 
There  again  he  had  to  complain  of  this 
one-sided  minority  report.  The  Gentle- 
men who  signed  this  Report  knew  per* 
fectly  well  that  there  was  no  restriction 
for  the  carrying  of  deck  cfu*go  from  April 
to  October  to  the  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  on^  restriction  which 
existed  was  that  in  the  winter  months 
vessels  should  only  be  allowed  to  carry 
three  feet  of  timber  to  ports  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  they  might  carry 
12  or  14  feet  to  any  Continental  port. 
As  to  the  qualification  of  the  officers,  was 
he  to  understand  that  the  shipowners 
objected  to  officers  passing  a  Board  of 
Trade  examination  to  prove  that  they 
were  qualified  to  do  their  work?  Was 
that  any  hardship  to  the  shipowning 
conununity  I  As  to  the  inspection  of  the 
accommodation  it  was  a  mere  ^urce. 
The  minority  on  this  Committee 
reported  that  if  the  restrictions  and 
regulations  under  which  sliipowners 
now  conducted  their  business  were 
unduly  extended,  there  would  be  con- 
siderable risk,  they  would  feel  that  their 
personal  resiMjnsibility  was  lessened.  But 
there  was  no  class  of  employers  in  the 
country  who  had  escaped  more  from 
legislative  interference  thau  had  the 
shipowners.     ["Hear,    heul"j  He 
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would  ask  tlioae  gentlemen  to  read  the 
Factories  Act,  the  Railways  Regulation 
Act,  cr  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act. 
He  would  remind  them  also  that  they 
were  able  in  1880  to  induce  that  Hou-^c 
to  deny  to  Beomen  the  right  and  protec- 
tion of  the  Employers'  Liability  Act,  and 
some  of  them  came  down  and  voted  that 
mineownera  and  rail\ray  and  factory  em- 
ployers Bbould  be  saddled  with  the 
responsibility  of  that  Act,  while  they 
Toted  against  its  extenBion  to  seamen. 
The  shipowners  had  for  the  last  25  years 
been  complaiuing  that,  in  consequence  of 
legislative  interference,  the  shipping 
tiwle  was  being  driven  from  the  country, 
and  yet  in  that  time  we  had  increased 
our  tonnage  from  about  five  millions  to 
about  13  millions.  The  shipowners  com- 
plained that  a  wider  interpretation  had 
been  given  to  the  reference  to  this  Com- 
mittee than  they  believed  was  intended, 
and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  not 
only  had  their  inquiry  extended  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  manning  of  ships,  but  it 
had  attempted  to  measure  the  degree 
and  extent  of  labour  imposed  on  the  in- 
dividual members  of  a  crew,  and  to  fix 
by  law  a  limit  thereto.  That  referred 
to  the  question  of  the  manning  of  the 
stokehold.  It  was  found,  on  taking 
evidence  from  experts,  that  the  only  safe 
method  of  dealing  with  the  question  of 
the  number  of  men  that  should  be  em- 
ployed in  the  stokehold,  was  not  to  go 
by  the  horse-power  of  the  engines  or  ths 
tonnage  of  the  vessel,  but  by  the  amount 
of  coal  that  was  consumed  in  the  stoke- 
hold. He  thought  himself  that  two  and 
arhalf  tons  of  coal  fur  24  hours  was 
sufficient  for  any  one  man  to  work.  It 
should  be  remembered  also  that,  owing 
to  the  way  in  whitdi  the  coal  was  worked 
and  handled,  the  actual  amount  was 
sometimes  not  two  and  a  linlf  tons  but 
five  tons.  And  yet  these  Gentlemen  who 
signed  the  Minority  Report  said  there 
was  no  necessity  to  interfere,  as,  if  the 
shipowner  did  not  employ  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  to  do  the  stoking,  he 
would  be  himself  the  loser.  Fublishod 
statistics  showed  that  there  were  more 
suicides  among  the  firemen  in  the  stoke- 
hold of  a  ship  than  among  any  other 
class  of  the  community ;  and  the  reason 
was  that  these  men  were  called  upon  to 
do  more  work  than  th^  were  able  lo 
do.  When  their  vessel  was  in  th3  Red 
Sea  they  sometimes  came  right  up  from 
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the  stokehold  and  jumped  overboard. 
There  was  every  Justification  for  the 
State  to  interfere  to  give  these  men  pro- 
tection. These  gentlemen  claimed  that 
rebutting  evidence  had  been  given  in 
regard  to  the  statements  made  by 
witnesses  about  certain  ships,  and 
said  that  where  rebutting  evidence 
had  not  been  given  no  close  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  was  possible. 
The  only  rebutting  evidence  consisted  of 
a  number  of  letters  from  the  owners  of 
various  ships,  who  said  that  their  ships 
were  not  xmdermanned.  But  th^  did 
not  come  before  the  Committee  to  subject 
themsdves  to  cross-examination,  and  ha 
contended  that  th«r  letters  were  not 
evidence  at  all,  and  that  they  were  not 
worth  the  paper  they  were  written  upon 
and  should  not  be  quoted  as  a  reason  tha 
Government  should  not  interfere.  They 
stated  that  there  had  been  33  formal 
Board  of  Trade  Inquiries  held  during  tho 
last  16  years  into  casualties  to  foreign 
bound  and  cross  Channel  steamers  of 
pver  200  tons  each,  in  which  the  Court 
expressed  the  opinion  that  tho  vessel 
carried  too  few  hands.  But  in  no  case 
was  it  held  that  tho  vessel  was  actually 
lost  through  such,  cause.  He  held  in  his 
hand  Reports  of  a  number  of  Board  of 
Trade  Inquiries,  ^d  he  bdieved  that  in 
all  thero  were  33  cases,  and  in  every  ono 
the  ships  were  undermanned.  While  tho 
Courts  of  Inquiry  might  not  have  been 
able  to  say  that  the  vessel  was  actually 
lost  in  consequence  of  being  under- 
manned, if  a  vessel  was  undermanned 
and  that  led  to  the  vessel  stranding  or 
to  a  collision  througb  being  undermanned 
ho  contended  that  the  direct  cause  of  loss 
was  undmnanning.  The  Committee 
talked  about  the  number  of  vessels  m 
which  undermanning  was  complained  of, 
and  endeavoured  to  compare  the  number 
of  vessels  lost  where  imdermanning  was 
alleged,  with  the  manning  scale  adopted 
by  the  Committee.  One  word  about  tho 
conduct  of  the  minority  with  reference  to 
the  manning  scale  when  discussed  by  the 
Committee :  They  threw  every  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  majority  Report.  One 
Gentleman  in  fact  al»Dlutely  declined  to 
discuss  the  majority  R^wrt.  But  when, 
it  came  to  a  question  of  the  manning 
scale  everyone  of  these  Gentlemen  en- 
deavoured to  reduce  the  number  of  men 
that  the  majority  Report  proposed.  He 
himself  endeavoured  to  give  a  scale  more 
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liberal    than    that    proposed  hy  the 

majority,  but  the  Gentlemen  who  Bigned 
the  Minority  Report  voted  tigniiist  him 
every  time,  and  then,  in  the  Minority 
Report  they  complained  that  the  pro- 
posed scale  of  F»*T>ning  by  the  Com- 
mittee would  actually  leave  the  ships  in 
a  worse  position  than,  they  were  at  the 
present  moment,  Courts  of  Inquiry  hav- 
ing held  that  they  were  undermanned. 
They  said  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  14 
ships  was  14,654,  and  the  crew  carried 
was  291.  A  similar  number  of  vessels  of 
larger  tonnage  would,  under  the  scheme, 
have  to  carry  a  total  crew  of  235 
"  effective  hands."  There  was  a  difference 
between  291  hands  and  235  effective 
hands.  Effective  hands  meant  men  well 
able  to  do  their  work.  It  was  quite 
possiUe  these  ships  might  have  400 
hands,  but  if  not  effective  they  shoidd 
not  be  taken  into  consideration.  Then 
the  Report  said : 

"  Wo  have  been  nnable  to  pnnae  a  similar 
investigation  as  regarded  the  nmnber  of  hands 
carried  in  the  stoke  hole,  in  the  absence  of  neces- 
sary information  with  re^rd  to  the  consump- 
tion of  coal  from  voyage  to  voyage,  which  is  the 
prOTiosed  basis  of  the  manning  soile  for  firemen 
ana  trimmers.  We  submit,  however,  that  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses  called  to  prove  the 
prevalence  of  undermanning  amply  demonstrates 
when  this  is  tested  by  the  scale  for  manning 
adopted  by  those  members  of  the  Committee, 
who  oonsideT  vees^  are  sent  to  sea  short  handed 
that  the  asBUtions  are  nnfonnded,  and  we  con- 
fidently submit  that  those  who  demand  legis- 
lative mterference  have  signally  failed  to  Bt<b- 
stantiate  their  case." 

He  contended  that  the  evidence  had 
proved  over  and  over  again  a  strong  case 
in  favour  of  legislative  interference.  It 
was  said  it  was  nob  competent  for  the 
Committee  to  d^ine  a  scale  for  the  man- 
ning of  sfuling  ships.  Why  not?  If  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  were  compared  they 
would  be  found  to  be  nearly  all  upou 
the  same  scale,  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  Government  should  not  by  law 
Hx  what  the  actual  number  carried  should 
be.  "As  regarded  steamers,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  safety  there  was  no 
necessily  whatever  to  determine  the 
numb«'  of  firemen,  coal  trimmers,  and 
greasers  to  be  employed  in  connection 
with  the  machinery  of  steamers.  Their 
speed  alone  would  be  affected  the 
number  which  might  be  so  occupied  in 
the  stoke-hole."  If  this  had  been  written 
bv  longshorcmoi  who  knew  nothing 


! about  ships  or  aumm  he  would  not  have 
said  so  much  about  it,  but  coming  from 
Gentlemen  supposed  to  be  familiar  with 
shipping  business  it  was  astonishing. 
They  must  forget  that  often  on  board 
steamers  the  bilges  got  choked  through 
not  being  cleared  when  the  vessel  was 
in  port.  If  there  were  only  the  ordinary 
number  of  men  to  do  the  necessary  stok- 
ing on  the  vessel,  where  were  the  en- 
gineers going  to  get  the  extra  hands 
from  to  assist  in  cleaning  the  bilges  and 
keeping  the  pumps  clear?  It  was  com- 
plained that  it  was  not  possible  to  fix 
the  number  of  men  according  to  the 
amount  of  coal  oonsamed.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  when  shipowners  signed  a 
crew  on  they  did  not  take  into  account 
the  amount  of  coal  consumed.  Th^ 
signed  five,  six,  or  ten  men  according  to 
the  size  of  the  vessel,  and  it  was  im- 
material to  them  whether  they  had  to 
work  40  tons  or  60  tons ;  they  had  to 
do  all  the  work,  just  the  same.  The  ques- 
tion was  an  important  one,  because  it 
affected  not  only  sailors  and  firemen  but 
the  welfare  of  the  nation,  be^uring  as  it 
did  directly  not  only  on  the  manning  of 
the  Mercantile  Marine  but  of  the  Navy. 
The  shipowners  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  chief  Board  of  Trade  Surveyor 
for  the  north-east  coast  stated  in  his  evi- 
dence that  cargo  steamers  were  quite  as 
well  manned  as  passenger  steamers.  He 
said  there  was  no  such  evidence  to  prove 
that.  They  also  stated  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Mercantile  Marine  Office 
at  Cardiff  had  never  heard  of  a  case  of 
undermanning;  but  if  any  hon.  Gectle- 
man  would  peruse  the  evidence  he  would 
find  that  statement  also  fell,  because  that 
official  stated  ov»  and  over  f^;ain  in  his 
evidence  that  there  were  a  lai^  number 
of  complaints  that  ships  were  very  much 
undermanned.  The  Minority  Report 
also  stated  that  were  attempts  made  to 
fix  the  minimum  number  of  men  to  be 
employed,  the  effect  would  be  similar  to 
that  which  had  followed  the  adoption  of 
the  load-line,  namely,  that  it  would  afford 
to  shipowners  a  shelter  from  their  proper 
responsibility,  and  under  cover  of  the 
minimum  manning  scale,  there  would  be 
an  inducement  to  owners  to  accept  the 
minimum  as  removing  responsibility 
from  their  shoulders,  and  in  many  cases 
a  reduction  in  the  number  of  those  now 
carried  would  be  the  result.    He  asked 
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the  gentlemen  who  signed  that  parib- 
graph,  if  they  maintained  that  the  ship- 
owner who  was  now  carrying  24  hands, 
believing  24  hands  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
aaiy  for  the  manning  of  his  vessel,  was 
going  to  reduce  his  crew  to  20  hands 
because  the  scale  of  the  Manning  Com- 
mittee said  that  the  minimum  ciumber  for 
such  a  ship  should  be  20.  It  would  be  a 
great  reflection  on  shipowners  if  they 
adopted  such  a  course.  Then  the  Re- 
port went  on  to  my  that  the  loss  of  life 
at  sea,  especially  in  recent  years,  showed 
that  the  necessity  for  further  legislation 
had  disappeared.  In  this  connection  he 
would  ask  the  House  to  consider  a  few 
figures.  When  they  were  considering 
the  number  of  men  lost  at  sea  they  ought 
to  compare  it  with  the  number  of  men 
who  lost  their  lives  in  following  indus- 
tries on  shore,  because  he  had  heard  it 
stated  by  shipowners  that  the  calling  of 
p,  sailor  or  a  flreman  was  as  safe  as  any 
other  calling.  During  the  ten  years, 
from  1886-95  inclusive,  the  number 
killed  in  three  of  the  most  hazardous 
shore  industries  was  as  follows  :  — f ao- 
tory  and  workshop  operatives,  4,168; 
miners,  10,991 ;  and  railway  servants, 
5,074;  or  a  total  of  20,000.  During 
the  same  period  22,000  seamen  were 
killed  or  drowned.  The  total  number 
of  people  employed  in  the  shore  industries 
he  had  referred  to  was  6,370,200,  while 
the  total  number  employed  at  sea,  in- 
cluding fishermen,  was  241,000  ;  so  that 
in  those  shore  industries  the  yearly  aver- 
age was  2,013,  the  weekly  average  38, 
and  the  daily  average  5J,  while  at  sea 
the  yearly  average  of  killed  and  drowned 
was  2,200,  the  weekly  average  42,  and 
the  daily  average  6.  Out  of  five  and  a 
half  million  of  shore  workers  the  average 
number  of  fatal  accidents  during  the  ten 
years  had  been  a  fraction  less  than  3^  in 
every  thousand,  while  out  of  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  seamen  the  aver- 
age number  of  killed  and  drowned  had 
been  a  fraction  over  93  in  every 
thousand,  a  fraction  over  9  in  every 
hundred,  and  a  fraction  less  than  one  in 
every  ten  in  each  year.  He  did  not  say 
that  all  those  lives  were  lost  through 
causes  for  which  the  shipowners  them- 
selves were  responsible,  but  the  same 
thing  applied  to  the  industries  on  shore, 
and  he  said  that  when  it  was  found  that 
20,000  men  only  were  killed  out  of  five 
and  a  half  millionB,  against  22,000  out  of 
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a  quarter  of  a  million,  he  and  those  he 
represented  had  a  right  to  come  to  the 
House  and  ask  that  some  ^islation 
should  be  passed  in  order  to  endeavour 
to  reduce  that  loss  of  life.  He  main- 
tained it  was  idle  for  the  shipowners  to 
talk  about  loss  of  life  at  sea  during 
the  last  10  or  15  years.  What  about  our 
Lifeboat  Institution  ;  what  about  the  im- 
provement of  the  lights  on  shore ;  what 
about  the  appliances  all  round  the 
coast  for  saving  life,  and  what  about 
the  thousands  of  lives  saved  annu- 
ally by  steamers  on  the  ocean  ? 
If  they  could  get  at  the  actual  number 
of  casualties  that  occurred  on  board 
merchant  ships,  and  place  against  them 
the  various  methods  that  had  been 
adopted  for  the  prevention  of  loss  of 
life  at  sea,  he  tho\^ht  that  it  would  be 
found  that  the  shipowners  themselves 
had  done  but  little  towards  reducing  that 
loss.  He  wished  to  know  whether  that 
House  and  the  Government  would  permit 
this  state  of  things  to  go  on  much  longer, 
simply  because  the  all-powerful  ship- 
owners asserted  that  the  shipping  in- 
dustry would  be  ruined  if  legislative  re- 
strictions were  to  be  imposed  upon  it. 
He  might  remind  the  House  that  similar 
arguments  as  to  the  ruining  of  trade  by 
legislation  were  advanced  against  the 
Employers'  Liability  Acts  when  they  were 
introduced  into  that  House.  In  spite  of 
those  arguments,  however,  the  Acts  were 
passed,  with  the  result  that  great  benefit 
liad  been  conferred  upon  the  workpeople 
by  those  Acts,  without  trade  being  in  any 
way  injuriously  affected  by  them.  He 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  be- 
half of  the  Government  to  hold  out  some 
hope  to  the  sailors  and  firemen  of  our 
Mercantile  Marine  that  some  Measure 
would  be  introduced,  having  for  its  object 
the  preservation  of  their  lives.  There 
was  this  cxuious  fact  about  the  minority 
Report — ^namely,  that  it  asserted  that 
the  manning  scale  woidd  not  work ; 
nevertheless  they  recommended  that 
every  ship  of  150  feet  long  should  be 
compelled  to  have  at  least  one  certificated 
officer  and  three  men  on  a  watch.  But 
watches  of  that  strength  were  never  em- 
ployed on  board  our  merchant  ships  of 
that  size,  and  therefore  it  was  evident 
from  the  Minority  Report  itself  that  our 
Mercantile  Marino  was  undermanned.  In 
the  case  of  the  vessel  that  ran  into  the 
Elbe  and  sunk  hen  whereby  376  lives 
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,  vere  lost,  it  was  ehovn.  ttutt  she  had  only 

a  crew  of  12  instead  of  16  men — ^the 
minimum  number  required  by  the 
Minority  Report.  In  these  circumstances 
he  failed  to  see  how  the  minority  were 
justified  in  stating  that  a  manning  scale 
was  not  necesBfUT'.  In  regard  to  the 
rating  qualification,  the  shipowners  were 
afraid  to  adopt  the  principle  that  certifi- 
cates of  rating  should  be  obtained  either 
by  length  of  service  or  by  examination, 
because  they  thought  that,  in  the  event 
of  an  industrial  dispute,  such  certificates 
might  be  of  some  advantage  to  the  men. 
Personally  he  was  not  in  favour  of  exami- 
nation, because  he  thought  that  the 
better  practice  would  be  to  give  certifi- 
cates only  to  men  who  had  had  a  certain 
amount  of  experience  at  sea.  He  sug- 
gested that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  cer- 
tificates from  being  misused,  the  Board 
of  Trade  should  require  a  sufficient  de- 
scription of  the  holder  to  be  placed  on 
the  back  of  the  certificate.  As  to  the 
manning  question  generally,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  most  serious  question  was 
that  of  having  an  effective  reserve  for 
the  Royal  Navy.  That  important  ques- 
tion would  undoubtedly  be  raised  in  that 
House  during  the  Session.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  but  that  we  were  rapidly 
losing  British  sailors  and  firemen  in  our 
Mercantile  Marine,  and  that  they  were 
being  replaced  by  Lascars  and  foreigners. 
At  the  present  time  we  had  30,000 
Lascars  employed  in  the  British  Mer- 
cantile Marine,  whereas  20  years  ago 
there  were  only  6,000  of  them  in  it.  At 
one  time  Lascars  were  employed  only 
on  liners,  whereas  now  they  were  to  be 
found  in  laige  numbers  on  our  ordinary 
oai^o  ships,  on  which  they  were  replacing 
white  men  on  a  rapidly  increasing  scale. 
Again,  there  were  30,000  foreigners  on 
board  our  mraoantile  vessels,  and  they 
consisted  not  only  of  natives  of 
Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Ger- 
many, but  of  Turks,  Greeks,  and  Italians. 
Every  year  British  sailors  were  becoming 
fewer  in  number,  and  he  asked  whether 
it  was  wise  or  prudent  that  Great  Britain, 
which  possessed  the  largest  mercantile 
fleet  in  the  world,  should  be  dependent 
to  80  great  an  extent  upon  the  seamen 
of  foreign  nations?  Many  people  might 
ask,  "  Why  don't  boys  take  more  readily 
to  the  sea  senioel "  Parents  objected  to 
pay  large  premiums  to  hind  their  sons 


as  apprentices  to  the  service.  When  he 
said  that  often  premiums  of  £200  were 
reqxiired,  hon.  Members  would  well  un- 
derstand the  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
parents  to  send  their  boys  to  sea. 
Furthermore,  what  hod  the  ordinary  able 
seaman  to  look  forwurd  to  after  he  had 
served  his  apprenticeship?  Many  ship- 
owners did  not  pay  their  men  more  than 
£3  or  £3  3s.  per  month.  Men  had  to 
run  the  risk  of  being  at  times  out  of 
work,  and  frequently  had  to  pay  their 
fare  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  which  practically  reduced  their 
wages  to  as  low  as  £.2  10s.  per  month. 
Ck>uld  it  be  expected  that  lads  of  spirit 
and  intelUgence  would  flock  to  our  sea 
service  when  such  conditions  obtained? 
Certainly  he  should  do  all  he  could  to  dis- 
suade lads  from  going  to  sea  in  the  present 
circumstances.  One  important  question 
was,  how  were  we  to  provide  a  good 
and  efficient  reserve  unless  something 
was  done.  Various  suggestions  had  been 
made.  It  had  been  suggested  that  there 
should  be  training  ships  for  the  merchant 
service.  It  hod  also  been  su^ested  that 
the  Government  should  subsidise  certain 
shipowners  by  paying  them  certain  pre- 
miums upon  every  apprentice  carried. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  never 
entertain  suc^  a  proposal  as  the  latter, 
but  that  they  would  this  Session  deal 
with  the  question  of  the  manning  of 
ships,  first  of  all  from  the  point  of  view 
of  overwork,  and  secondly  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  loss  of  life  at  sea.  Seamoii 
and  firemen  could  not,  unfortunately,  in- 
dulge in  the  luxury  of  voting  at  Parlia- 
mentary Elections,  but  if  they  could  not 
vote  themselves  they  knew  those  who 
could,  and  unless  the  Government  would 
deal  with  the  question  of  the  manning  of 
ships,  in  accordance  with  the  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee,  he  should 
take  eveiy  opportunity  at  every  bye-elec- 
tion of  writing  upon  the  wall  that  22,000 
men  had  been  lost  in  ten  years.  If  this 
or  any  Government  remained  indifferent 
to  the  lives  of  our  men  at  sea,  they  would 
soon  find  that  their  majority  in  the 
House  of  Commons  would  reduce,  if  not 
quite  dwindle  away.  He  thanked  the 
House  for  listening  to  him  so  patiently, 
and  concluded  by  moving  the  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  which  stood  in  hia 
name. 
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Me.  ANDREW  PROVAND  (Glasgow, 
Blockfriara)  seconded  the  Amendment, 
and  complkaented  the  hon.  Member  for 
Middlesbrough  upon  the  admirable, 
cool,  and  fair  statement  of  his  case.  Par- 
liament had  often  recognised  that  the 
sailor  was  unable  to  take  care  of  him- 
self in  many  worldly  matters,  and  in 
matters  affecting  his  own  welfare  the 
sailor  was  a  child,  totally  incapable  of 
taking  his  own  part.  There  was  no  class 
of  the  community  more  entitled  to  pra- 
tective  legislation  than  that  of  our  sea- 
men, for  the  all  sufficient  reason  that 
they  carried  on  their  business  on  board 
a  ship  upon  which  from  the  very  nature 
of  things  there  was  despotic  government. 
For  re^huing  to  do  the  simplrat  thing 
the  aiUlor  was  liable  to  be  put  in  irons. 
As  to  the  necessity  of  l<^islation  for  the 
protection  of  the  seaman,  no  one  who 
had  read  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee  could  doubt  it  for  a  moment. 
Thirteen  out  of  seventeen  of  the  Com- 
mittee hod  stated  several  points  on  which 
l^slation  was  desirable,  and  it  was  too 
late  in  the  day  now  to  say  that  sailors 
were  not  entitled  to  all  the  protection 
the  House  could  give.  Porliam^t  had 
passed  protective  legislation  for  those 
who  worked  in  shops,  in  factories,  in 
mines,  and  on  railways ;  indeed,  there 
was  luutUy  a  section  of  the  community 
tha^  had  not  boosted  in  this  way. 
Then  surely  the  sailor  had  a  right  to 
legislative  protection  from  the  unfair 
conditions  which  his  occupation  might 
impose  on  him.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  The 
Committee  were  appointed  to  deal  speci- 
fically with  the  question  of  underman- 
ning,  and  whatever  might  be  said  to  the 
contrary  the  existence  of  the  evil  to  a 
considerable  extent  had  ijeen  proved  up 
to  the  hilt.  It  had  not  only  been  proved 
before  the  Committee,  but  also  in  Court. 
The  Committee  motioned  the  case  of 
the  DeeiidCt  which  was  run  down  and 
several  lives  lost,  whai  at  the  time  of 
the  accident  only  two  men  were  on  watch, 
and  one  of  them  had  to  leave  that  duty 
to  trim  a  lamp.  That  case  was  heard  in 
the  Admiralty  Coiurt,  and  the  Judge  pro- 
nounced a  judgment  which  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee.  Instances 
of  the  dangers  of  undermanning  were 
given  in  relation  to  two  other  vessels, 
and  although  no  doubt  could  be  enter* 
tained  that  lundermanning  existed,  the 
Board  of  Trade  were  advisoi  in  each  case 


that  a  prosecution  for  that  offence  would 
not,  under  the  circumstances,  be  successr 
ful.    In  presence  of  those  facts  thera 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  necessity  of 
I^slation  for  the  protection  of  the  sea- 
man.  Still,  he  thought  the  case  for  the 
seaman  was  not  as  strongly  presented  as 
it  might  have  been.  The  Committee  had 
intimated  that  they  had  not  received  the 
information  and  assistance   from  the 
masters  and  officers  of  vesseLs  which 
they  might  have  expected.   The  fact  was 
that  the  men  were  anxious  as  to  the  con- 
sequences which  might  follow  in  regard 
to  their  employment  if  they  attended  and 
gave  evidence.    ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  One 
of  the  most  important  subjects  which  the 
Committee  considered  was  that  of  the 
maniung  of  vessels,  and  they  recom- 
mended that  a  scheme  should  be  framed 
for  the  manning  of  both  sailing  and 
steam  vessels.    It  was  said  that  there 
were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  framing 
such  a  scheme ;  but  other  countries — 
New  Zealand  and  Canada,  for  instance — 
had  framed  schemes  of  the  kind,  and 
surely  England  ought  to  be  able  to  do  so, 
especially  as  the  matter  was  one  which 
closely  affected  the  interests  of  the 
country  generally,  no  less  than  those  of 
the  Mercantile  Marine.  The  question  was 
simply  one  of  arrangement  and  organisa- 
tion. It  was  curious  that  while  every  one 
admitted  the  existence  of  undermanning, 
such  difficulty  should  be  raised  about 
framing    a    scheme   to    prevent  it. 
Another  specific    recommendation  was 
that  the  undermanning  of  a  vessel  should 
by  law  be  made  evidence  of  the  unsea- 
worthiness of  that  vessel      At  present 
there  was  no  authority  to  detain  a  vessel 
that  was  undermanned,  but  the  effect  of 
the  recommendation,  if  comprehended  in 
the  law,  would  be  that  if  a  vessel  which 
intended  to  sail  for  anywhere  was  under- 
manned, it  should  be  considered  as  an 
uiueaworthy  vessel  and  detained.  In 
the  case  of  all  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  he  did  not  think  they 
could  look  for  anything  but  the  ready 
acquiescence  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  move  in  that  House 
for  the  necessary  power  to  remove  those 
disabilities  to  which  the  Committee  drew 
such  forcible  attention.     There  was 
another  point  to  which  he  would  refer 
briefly — the  results  following  from  under- 
manning.    There  was  no  doubt  very 
great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  particulara 
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of  undennanning.  To  b^n  with,  a 
vessel  miglit  never  be  heard  of  again. 
Some  sixty  or  seventy  vessels  dis- 
appeared every  year.  There  never  could 
be  any  information  as  to  whether  those 
vessels  were  undermanned  or  not,  escept 
sometimes  that  in  the  inquiry  which  took 
place  evidence  was  fumiehed  as  to  the 
number  of  the  crew  that  the  vessel 
tained.  Then  again  there  were  many 
carried  when  she  left  the  port.  Beyond 
that  nothing  further  could  be  ascer- 
total  wrecks.  They  never  knew  whether 
the  direct  cause  of  the  wreck  was  the 
want  of  sufficient  hands  to  navigate  the 
vessel.  His  hon.  Friend  drew  attention 
to  the  proportionate  number  of  seamen 
who  lost  their  lives  as  compared  with 
those  employed  on  shore.  The  magni- 
tude of  the  figures  might  have  been  made 
much  clearer  to  the  House.  A  few  years 
ago  he  had  occasion  to  take  out  these 
iigures  for  an  article  he  was  writing 
in  connection  with  employers'  liability, 
and  he  found  that  in  the  year 
1892  the  number  of  men  who  lost 
their  lives  in  their  ships  as  compared 
with  the  number  of  men  who  were  killed 
in  mines  or  on  the  railways — the  two 
most  dangerous  occupations  on  shore — 
were  very  nearly  as  six  to  one  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  employed.  This 
was  a  part  of  the  question  that  might 
very  well  be  made  the  subject  of  appeal- 
ing to  the  feelings  of  the  House,  but  he 
did  not  think  it  was  at  all  necessary  to 
do  that.  He  thought  they  could  appeal 
with  confidence  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  take  into  his  sym- 
pathetic consideration  the  circumstances 
in  which  seamen  carried  on  their  calling  ; 
to  consider  the  specific  recommendations 
of  the  Committee ;  and,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, to  legislate  for  these  circumstances 
with  a  view  to  remove  those  disabilities 
under  which  sailors  laboured  at  the 
present  time. 

•Sib  ARTHUR  FORWOOD  (Lanca- 
shire, Ormskirk)  said  this  was  not  the 
first  occasion  on  which  the  shipowning 
industry — which  has  done  more  than  any 
othw  industry-  to  raise  the  prestige  and 
to  increase  and  extend  the  trade  and  en- 
terprise and  commerce  of  this  country — 
had  been  held  up  to  opprobrium  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesbrough.  The 

VOL.  XLV.  [foueth  sbriks.] 


hon.  Member  had  stated  that,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  shipowners  were  accus- 
tomed to  take  on  board  their  vessels 
such  people  aa  carters,  {farmers,  and 
others  of  that  character,  and  call  them 
sailors.  [Mr.  Hatblock  Wilson  :  "  Hear, 
hear  I"]  He  remembered  that  about  the 
time  of  the  appointment  of  this  Commis- 
sion the  hon.  Member  told  the  House 
that  on  one  of  the  Allan  Line  steamers 
the  men  refused  to  accept  the  owners' 
terms,  that  hands  were  collected  out  of 
the  casual  wards  of  the  workhouses — 
["  hear,  hear  "] — from  tramping  dens, 
and  from  men  discharged  from  gaol. 
["Hear,  hearl"] 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  It  is 
done  in  the  Ejast-end  of  London  to-day. 

*Sra  ARTHUR  FORWOOD :  And  that 
out  of  20  who  signed  as  seamen,  16  were 
unable  to  prove  one  day's  service  at  sea, 
and  that,  out  of  30  firemen,  not  more 
than  five  had  ever  been  to  sea.  That 
statement-  came  before  the  Commission, 
and  as  it  had  been  made  on  the  authority 
of  the  hon.  Member's  own  experience,  a 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
appointed  to  examine  into  it.  He  asked 
the  House  to  measure  the  value  of  most 
of  the  statements  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  that  night  by  the  Report  of  this 
Departmental  Committee  upon  this  par- 
ticular statement.  That  Committee 
stated 

"  that  thoro  was  considerable  intimidation  of 

the  old  hands  who  wiuhcd  to  continae  in  the 
ship  at  the  reduced  rates;  that  the  crew  were 
iluly  si.^nod  on  in  the  presence  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  tho  bulk  of  them  prodncing  proof  of 
sorrice ;  that  the  emigration  and  medical  officers 
were  satisfied  hoth  as  to  the  phyBind  fitness  of 
the  crew  and  of  their  cipacity  as  seamen ;  that 
the  Committae  were  satisfied  as  to  the  sufSoiency 
of  the  crews ;  that,  while  the  circmnstances  of  the 
crew's  engagement  were  irregular — 

that  was  owing  to  the  intimidation  of 
the  strike  created  by  the  hon.  Member 

for  Middlesbrough — 

"  these  were  forced  on  the  owners ;  that  the 
Committee  considored  much  of  the  men's  evi- 
dence _  as  untpuBtworthy,  and  viewed  with 
suspicion  the  connection  of  the  Seamen's  Union 
with  it." 

He  had  ventured  to  brii^  to  the  bar  of 
public  opinion  a  statemrait  made  in  the 
House  by  the  hon.  Memba*  for  Middles- 
bro',  affecting  the  conduct  of  ship* 
owners  as  regarded  the  treatment  of 
their  men,  and  the  class  of  men  shipped. 

V  [Fifth  Day, 
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That  statement  vaa  made  at  a  time 
when  it  vas  impos^ble  for  anyone  to  rise 

and  answer  it,  and  for  the  time  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  stood. 
Fortunately  the  Board  of  Trade  made  an 
inquiry  through  Uieir  own  officers,  and 
the  Report  from  vhich'  he  had  read  dis- 
proved from  beginning  to  end  the  state- 
ment made  with  regard  to  that  ship 
which  led  in  great  measure  to  the 
appointmoit  of  this  Commission.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesbro'  had 
stated  that  his  remarks  were  not  so  far 
as  manning  was  concerned  to  be  applied 
to  passraigw  Tessels.  But  the  veiHel  he 
had  mentioned  was  a  passenger  ship. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  (Sir  Charles  DUke) 
in  a.  speech  he  made  not  very  long  ago 
to  the  Shipmasters'  Society  of  London 
alluded  to  losses  from  undermanning 
and  gave  five  Tessels,  in  one  of  whi^h 
he  said  112  lives  were  lost.  He  aakod 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Court  on  this  case  of  the  vessel 
in  which  112  lives  were  lost.  This  vas 
the  case  of  the  Soumania.  The  Court 
said  the  vessel  was  manned  "  in  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  of  many  large 
passenger  vessels  " — and  it  might  be  said 
that  her  crew  would  have  been  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  Keport 
went  on  to  say  that  the  "  Court  thought 
there  should  have  been  more  than  four 
quuiermasters."  That  was  the  extent 
of  the  <^tnion  of  the  Court  as  to  under- 
mannii^,  and  no  one  could  suggest  for 
a  moment  upon  this  illustration  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  the  loss  of  the 
vessel  was  due  to  undermannii^. 

CHARLES  DILKE:  All  that  I 
did  was  to  read  from  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gontleman  was  a  membeTf  a  list 
of  ships  and  the  heading  which  was 
put  to  it  by  the  Committee.  I  used 
no  words  of  my  own»  I  quoted  literally 
the  words  from  the  summary  used  by 
the  Committee. 
*Sm  ARTHUR  FORWOOD  said  he  did 
iK>t  know  aa  to  the  summary,  he  was 
simply  commenting  on  the  Report  of  the 

Sir  Arthur  Fortcood. 


speech  as  he  had  received  it,  and  he 
asked  the  House  to  observe  what  would 

have  been  the  complement  of  the  crew 
according  to  the  scale  set  out  in  the 
majority  Report  of  the  Manning 
Committee,  as  compared  with  the  actual 
number.  In  ^Uier  case  Uiere  a 
master  and  three  subordinate  officers. 
The  Committee  recommended  a  boats- 
wain and  ux  "A.B.'8."  As  a  matter 
of  fact  the  vessel  had  the  boatswain  and 
four  qiiartormast^s,  with  21  Lascars,  and 
as  21  Lascars  wore  equal  to  li  '.'  A.B." 
seamen,  the  crew  was  beyond  the  scale 
of  the  Conmiittee.  Other  evidence  was 
given  and  other  vessels  were  quoted, 
but  not  in  one  instance  could  the  loss 
be  attributed  to  imdermanning.  Then 
he  carried  the  matter  a  step  further. 
Takii^  the  Report  of  the  Manning  Com- 
mittee there  were  33  inquiries  into  the 
cases  of  vessels  alleged  to  have  been 
undermanned,  but  not  in  one  of  these 
cases  could  it  be  stated  that  the  vessel 
had  been  lost  by  reason  of  her  having 
too  few  hands.  Fifteen  of  these  vessels 
bad  a  number  of  IuumIs  equal  to  the  scale 
of  the  Committee,  13  were  short  1^  one, 
and  five  were  short  by  two,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  taking  the  whole  33 
vessels  in  the  aggregate,  it  would  be 
found  that  who'eas  by  the  scale  299  men 
woidd  be  required,  they  really  carried 
308,  and  these  were  vessels  brought 
before  the  Court  to  be  dealt  with  on  the 
ground  of  undermanning.  It  Members 
would  look  at  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  Committee  they  would  find  that  if 
they  compared  aeveral  ships  of  equal 
tonnage  they  wotdd  find  that  the  deci- 
sions of  the  Court  ^oied.  In  fact,  it 
was  impossible  by  any  scale  to  determine 
what  should  be  the  inroper  numb»  of 
hands  to  put  on  any  ^ven  veeseL  Hie 
particular  circumstances  of  build,  of  the 
trade  in  which  she  was  engaged,  the 
position  of  the  steering  gear,  the  provi- 
sion of  labouraavii^  ^plianoes,  vere 
important  considerationB  in  a  mattw  of 
this  kind.  There  were  before  the  Com- 
mittee 102  vassels  named  by  witneaies 
as  having  been  undermanned,  but  vspon 
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tion  of  20  per  cent.  Not  only  did  this 
mean  a  reduction  in  wages,  but  the 
foreigners  were  allowed  to  carry  much 
larger  cai^^oea  of  dead  weight  thui  was 
permissible  in  the  case  of  British  ships. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  rating 
and  certificates^  he  considered  the  men 
who  were  to  command  the  ships  and 
those  who  had  to  pay  the  wages  would 
naturally  wish  to  have  the  beet 
men  and  the  best  work,  and  they 
wwe  the  most  proper  persons  to 
choose  competent  crews  for  their  ships. 
Complaint  was  made  by  the  hon.  Uem- 
ber  for  Middlesbro'  that  foreigners  and 
Lascars  were  being  taken  on  board  ^t- 
ish  Tessels  in  larger  numbers.  He  was 
not  surprised  at  that.  If  there  was  one 
p^wn  in  the  country  more  responsible 
than  another  for  that  acti<m  it  was  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesbro',  who  had 
been  at  the  head  of  great  trade  agita- 
tions. One  of  the  latest  efiorts  of  the 
hon.  Member  was  to  inculcate  into  those 
who  followed  him  the  course  that  if  the 
wages  were  in  ther  opinion  not  adequate 
thoy  diould  make  up  their  minds  to 
r^ul&te  the  amount  of  work  by  their 
wf^es.  That  was  teaching  men  to  act, 
he  would  almost  say,  fraudulently 
and  dishonestly.  It  was  teaching,  them 
that  they  might  engage  openly  to  do 
their  best  in  an  employer's  service,  with 
a  mental  reservation  that  they  would  do 
less  work  than  the  employer  had  a  right 
to  expect.  These  men  were  required  to 
wear  a  button,  which  had  become  known 
as  the  "  skulker's  button,"  and  it  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  shipowners 
would  not  have  men  who  would  wear  a 
badge  of  slavery,  and  resorted  to  the 
employment  of  foreigners,  many  of 
whom  were  found  to  be  more  satisfac- 
tory, more  amenable  to  discipline,  and 
of  greater  sobriety  than  many  British 
seamen  found  about  our  docksides.  If 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
could  find  time  to  bring  in  a  Measure 
to  place  undermanning  in  the  category 
of  unseawrathiness,  be  would  find  no 
one  more  willii^  or  anxious  to  aid  him 
in  his  effort  than  he  would  be — [cheert] — 
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examination  into  the  facts  it  was  found 
that  if  manned  according  to  scale  their 
crews  would  have  numbered  1,111,  wl^ere- 
aM  theur  orewi  actually  numbered  1,197. 
After  all,  the  shipowners  and  those  in- 
terested in  the  shipping  industry  were  aa 
keenly  alive  to  the  safety  of  life  and  the 
inrotection  of  those  who  intrusted  them- 
selves to  their  ships  as  any  men  in  this 
country  connected  with  any  industry,  and 
were  there  that  continued  loss  of  life  at 
aea  alluded  to  ia  the  Amendment,  he  for 
one  would  be  the  last  to  stand  up  and 
ask  the  House  not  to  take  into  considera- 
tion some  legislation  to  effectively  stop 
such  a  statft  of  things.  But  what  were 
the  foots)  The  number  of  lives  lost  by 
wrecks  and  casualties  in  1893  on  steam 
vessels  was  576 ;  in  1894  it  had  fallen  to 
444 ;  and  m  1895  to  370 ;  whilst  in  five 
years  the  tonnage  of  vessels  had  increased 
from  6,000,000  to  10,000,000.  For  1896 
they  had  only  returns  as  regarded  the 
loss  of  life  for  ten  months,  the  number 
for  that  period  being  364.  This  total, 
however,  included  the  sad  loss  of  103 
lives  in  the  Drumtnond  Castle,  and  no 
one  would  suggest  that  that  accident 
resulted  in  any  way  from  the  number  of 
men  carried  by  the  vessel.  In  1893, 
among  the  60,000  men  employed  in  the 
Royal  Navy,  the  loss  of  life  was  362, 
whilst  in  the  mercantile  marine  it  was  far 
less  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
sailors  employed.  The  sixth  paragraph 
of  the  Report  of  the  majority  of  the 
Commission  said: — 

"  We  desire,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  to 
expresB  the  opinion  that  the  lai^  majority  of 
Bntish  ships  are  managed  with  ahility  and 
indgment  worthy  of  the  best  traditions  of 
British  shipowners,  and  they  are,  as  a  rale, 
manned  with  careful  regard  to  the  safety  of  life 
Slid  weliare  of  the  crew." 

["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Another  test  which 
showed  that  shipowners  were  acting  fairly 
with  r^ud  to  the  manning  of  their 
vessels,  was  afforded  by  the  fact  that  41 
sailing  vessels  which  had  been  transferred 
from  the  British  to  foreign  flags  only 
carried  667  sailors,  as  against  883  when 
owned  by  British  shipowners — a  reduo- 
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or  the  stipowiiera  of  the  country  gene- 
rally. [{7Aeer«.]  If  the  right  hon. 
Gaitlemaa  thought  prop^  to  include  in 
such  a  Measure  a  provision  that  no  vessel 
should  be  deemed  to  be  seaworthy  unless 
s  certificf^ed  officer  were  on  watch,  ^hip- 
owners  and  those  who  signed  the  minor- 
ity Report,  said  that  that  was  a  proper 
and  wise  precaution,  and  a  security  not 
only  for  the  vessel  itself,  but  for  other 
Teasels  travwsing  the  sea.  They  fur- 
ther  said  that  while  a  manning  scale 
was  impossible,  and  could  nob  be  fairly 
carried  into  effect  with  the  ever  changing 
character  of  ships,  yet  there  ought 
always  to  be  on  every  foreign-goiiig 
vessel,  whatever  its  size,  a  proper  and 
adequate  watch,  and  the  extent  of  that 
watch  was  set  out  in  the  Report  of  the 
Manning  Committee.  If  the  r^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  wished  to  give  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  power  of  detention,  he  for  one 
would  not  have  the  slightest  objection 
to  it.  But  he  did  say  that  there  was 
no  industry  in  the  country  where  it  was 
attempted  to  lay  down  how  many  men 
should  be  employed  and  who  those  men 
should  be,  and  so  long  as  they  provided 
on  board  a  vessel  a  sufficient  watch  to 
secure  it  against  danger.  Parliament 
would  have  done  all  that  was  necessary 
as  regarded  the  safety  of  life  at  sea  in 
that  ship.  The  whole  of  the  Manning 
Committee  recognised  that  the  national 
bearing  of  the  question  as  regarded  a 
Reserve  for  the  Royal  Navy  was  a  serious 
matter,  and  th^  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  mercantile  navy  at  present 
was  not  the  same  nursery  for  the  Reserve 
of  the  Navy  as  it  was  in  time  gone  by. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  He  did  not  see  any 
sjTBtetu  by  which  seamen  for  the  Navy 
could  be  raised  in  the  mercantile  service 
to  any  extent,  or  men  be  found  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  other  than  that  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee,  viz.,  the 
establishment  of  training  ships  for  the 
education  of  boys,  who  might,  when  they 
were  not  wanted  in  the  Royal  Navy,  be 
draft«d  for  service  on  boe^  merchant 
vessels.  After  all,  the  mmantile  marine, 
like  all  other  industries,  was  carried  on 
Sir  Arthur  Forvoood* 


lor  commercial  purposes.  They  were 
proud  of  their  ships  and  of  their  enter- 
prise, but  yet  th^  could  not  get  away 
from  the  fact  that  the  merchant  ship- 
ping was  a  commercial  undertaking.  It 
was  no  more  right  to  throw  the  burden 
of  finding  a  reserve  for  the  Navy  on 
the  mercantile  marine  than  to  throw 
the  burden  of  finding  a  reserve  for 
the  army  upon  any  shore  employm^t 
On  this  great  question  of  mamiii^  the 
Navy  he  thought  the  country  had  very 
nearly  reached  the  maximum  number  of 
men  that  could  be  drafted  from  the  Mer- 
cantile Marine  and  reUed  upon  or  used  in 
the  Royal  Navy.  It  was  possible  tbi^ 
'Stokers  and  other  men  of  the  same  class 
might  be  foimd  in  larger  numbers;  but 
as  to  seamen  with  any  education  as  soch, 
he  thought  they  had  vfery  nearly  reached 
the  extreme  Hmit  at  which  the  Admi- 
ralty could  find  men  in  the  merchant 
service  as  being  proper  men  for  the  Royal 
Naval  Reserve.  Shipowners  had  for 
years  been  under  the  conirol  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  more  completely  than 
any  land  industry,  and  if  the  House  laid 
down  hard  and  fast  lines  as  to  load-line 
or  manning  scale  of  crew,  that  personal 
responsibility  and  interest  in  the  conduct 
of  a  business  would  be  taken  away 
which  it  was  desiraUe  should  be  preserved 
if  that  business  was  to  succeed.  ["  Hear, 
hearl"] 

The  PRESIDENT  op  thh  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchik,  Croydon) 
said  that  no  more  important  question 
could  be  brought  before  the  House  th«i 
that  of  the  Mercantile  Marine,  whether 
it  was  looked  at  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  enormous  importance  of  the  trade, 
the  great  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
it,  or  the  enormous  infiueuce  it  had  on 
the  general  trade  of  the  coimtry;  or 
whether  it  was  looked  at  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  safety  and 
welfare  of  the  vast  number  of  sea- 
men engaged,  and  with  whom  the  pubhc 
had  the  greatest  sympathy  in  the  dangers 
th^  had  to  encounter.  But  the  Hoon 
must  be  careful,  while  endeavouriDg  to 
safeguard  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
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the  Bailor,  it  did  not  go  to  such  extremes 
as  would  cripple  a  great  indtistry.  He 
could  imagine  that  in  the  zeal  of  Parliar 
raent  to  protect  the  sailor  a  great  injury 
might  be  mflicted  on  the  trade  in  which 
the  sailor  was  employed.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesbro'  spoke  of  the 
great  loss  of  life  at  sea.  No  doubt  the 
loss  of  life  was  very  great,  but  it  was  not 
on  increasing  loss.  He  thought  the  loss 
might  be  described  as  of  a  stationary 
character,  although  the  number  of  men 
employed  in  ships  increased  every  year. 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  in  ten  years 
the  number  of  men,  lost  at  sea  was  22,000. 
That  number  did  not  agree  with  the 
information  which  he  received  at  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Taking  -the  years 
between  1884  and  1896  he  found  that 
the  number  of  lives  lost  on  boar?  mer- 
chant vessels  registered  in  the  United 
Kingdom  by  wrecks  or  casualties 
amounted  to  10,738. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON:  I  said 
killed  and  drowned. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  understood  that  the 
hoiL  Member  quoted  the  figures  as  an 
illustration  of  the  loss  of  life  at  sea  in 
consequence  \pt  undermanning.  [Mr. 
Havblock  Wilson:  "Exactly."]  But 
the  hon.  Member  could  hardly  reckon 
accidents  which  occurred  other  than  by 
wrecks  or  casualties  as  being  the  result 
of  undermanning. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON:  I  said 
that  there  were  22,000  lives  lost  at  sea, 
killed  and  drowned.  I  did  cot  say  they 
were  all  owing  to  imdermanning. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  the  only  reason  for 
quotii^  the  figures  was  to  show  the  con- 
sequ^ces  of  the  existing  condition  of 
what  the  hon.  Member  meant  by  under- 
muming.  If  he  took  the  figures  of  sea- 
men lost  by  wrecks  or  casualties,  he 
thought  he  might  fairly  assume  that  that 
was  the  extreme  limit  of  the  number  lost 
by  undermanning. 

Mb.  HAVELOCK  WILSON:  No,  that 
is  not  so. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  That  is  my  opinion. 
On  that  basis,  he  found  the  number,  in- 
stead of  being  22,000  was  10,000.  Of 
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cdurse,  they*  would  all  be  delighted  if 
that  number  could  be  reduced  ;  but,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  enormous  size  of  the 
Mercantile  Marine,  he  should  imagine 
the  actual  figures  bore  favourable  com- 
pariBon  with  the  number  of  casualties  in 
any  mercantile  marine  in  the  world. 

Mb.  HAVELOCK  WILSON ;  That  is 
npt  true.   [Cries  of  "  Order  1 "] 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  But,  however  that 
might  be,  it  was  not  the  real  question  at 
issua  He  was  as  desirous  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  Friends  were  that 
everything  that  could  reasonably  be  done 
ought  to  be  done  with  the  view  of  seeing 
whether  the  number  of  casualties  could 
be  reduced.  The  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
posed that  the  Government  should  pass 
this  Session  a  Bill  ta  carry  out  the  whole 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee. As  the  House  knew,  there  were 
42  separate  recommendations  by  the 
Committee,  .dealing  with  a  vast  number 
of  subjects,  amongst  others  the  training 
of  boys,  the  rating  of  seamen,  the  crews, 
and  the  scale  of  muining.  The  scale  of 
manning  itself  contained  no  fewer  than 
38  difterent  rates  in  the  scale — that  was 
to  say,  the  Govenmient  were  to  lay  down, 
on  hard  and  fast  lines  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament  that  vessds  of  a  certain  ton- 
nage should  have  a  certain  iiumbt^  of 
hands  whatever  might  be  the  appliances 
on  the  vessel,  the  natiu^  of  the  v(^agc, 
or  the  conditions  under  which  the  voyi^ 
was  carried  out. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  That  is 
all  provided  for. 

Mb.  RITCHIE  knew  it  was,  and  he 
only  mentioned  it  as  an  illustration  in 
order  to  show  the  nature  of  the  task  on 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  invited  the 
Government  to  embark.  Tho  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  himsdf  (Sir  E.  Reed), 
in  an  Amendment  to  the  Report,  rather 
quailed  at  the  Idea  of  askii^  Parlia- 
ment to  consider  such  a  large  number  of 
recommendations  and  such  a  large  and 
complex  subject.  That  was  an  indication 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  Sir  E.  Reed,  if 
the  Govemmrat  could  not  afford  time  to 
deal  with  the  whole  subject,  if  ibj&j 
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could  not  make  up  their  mind  to  invite 
the  House  to  consider  such  a  complex 
scale  as  that  laid  down  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  yet  if  they  dealt  with  it 
in  the  way  which  was  acceptable  to  the 
whole  Committee — namely,  to  make 
undermanning  a  reason  for  detention, 
that  would  be  to  a  very  large  extent  a 
solution  of  the  difficulty.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was'  not  prepared  to  agree  to  that 
su^^stion,  but  it  might  be  assumed  that 
in  his  regard  for  the  safety  of  British 
seamen  he  would  rather  have  some 
measure  of  that  kind  than  no  measure  at 
all.  ["Hear,  hear"  6y  Mr.  H.  Wilson.] 
With  the  business,  however,  which  the 
Government  thought  it  necessary  to  put 
before  the  House  of  Commons  this  Ses- 
sion, for  them  to  add  to  the 
programme  a  Bili  to  carry  out  all 
the  recommendations  of  tiie  Select 
Committee  would  be  to  court  miserable 
failure.  It  would  bo  impossible  for 
them  to  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
He  must  say  that  he  was  vety  much  im- 
pressed with  the  absurdity  of  the  present 
system  by  which,  while  a  ship  could  be 
detained  for  almost  a  trifling  defect  in 
her  construction,  she  could  not  be  de- 
tained for  going  out  with  what  the  sur- 
veyor thought  to  be  an  insufficient  crew. 
That  was  an  absurd  anomaly  which  ought 
to  be  remedied  speedily.  He  had  already 
had  a  Bill  drawn  to  amend  that  state  of 
things ;  and  although  at  that  moment 
he  would  not  make  pledges  with  regard 
to  it,  he  believed  that  such  a  Bill  could 
be  passed  in  the  present  Session  if  it 
were  acceptable  to  the  great  majority  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
That  in  itself  would  be  a  great  advance 
in  the  direction  desired  -by  the  hon. 
Member.    ["Hear,  hear  I"] 

Mb.  AUGUSTUS  WARR  (Liverpool, 
H  Toxteth)  said  that  if  the  entire  pro- 
granune  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Middles- 
bro'  were  carried  into  effect,  he 
should  certainly,  as  a  shipowner,  make  a 
careful  examination  of  his  position,  and, 
if  it  were  possible,  retire  from  ship- 
owning  altogether.  He  should  certainly 
despair  of  making  a  living  out  of  it.  He 

Mr.  Ritchie. 


had  heard  with  great  pleasure  the  state- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  he 
gathered  that  there  was  good  hope  for 
supposing  that  the  Government  would 
attempt  to  carry  into  effect  those  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee,  about 
which  there  was  agreement  on  all  sides. 
The  establishmuit  of  training  ships  to 
increase  the  number  of  men  in  the  Mer- 
cantile Marine  would  have  far-reaching 
consequences.  It  would  tend  to  raise 
the  level  of  the  British  seaman.  If 
there  were  any  doubt  as  to  the  power  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  detain  vessels 
which  were  undermanned,  and  as  to  the 
liability  of  the  shipowners  for  n^lect 
in  this  respect,  that  doubt  should  be  at 
once  removed.  Undermanning  was  a 
bad  form  of  unseaworthiness.  It  was 
urged,  however,  that  there  must  be  a 
general  manning  scale  if  the  Board  of 
Trade  were  to  exercise  the  iM*oper  super- 
vision. But  such  a  scale  would  work 
injustice  between  ship  and  ship  by  leav- 
ing the  Board  of  TVade  no  discretion. 
The  scale  must  be  elastic,  as  Mr.  Howard, 
in  his  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
pointed  out.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  wise  not  to  enforce  any 
statutory  manning  scale,  but  to  content 
themselves  with  strengthening  the  powers 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  under- 
manning which  would  justify  detention 
oould  never  be  a  question  of  real  doubt 
to  experts.  The  point  should  be  decided 
by  a  consideration  of  the  vessel,  the 
cargo,  the  time  of  year,  and  the  voyage, 
accordii^  to  general  rules  to  be 
laid  down  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Undermanning  did  undoubtedly  exist  in 
rare  instances,  and  in  those  instances  it 
should  involve  serious  consequences  to 
the  shipowners  concM-ned ;  but  that 
should  not  be  made  the  reason  for  the 
adoption  of  r^ulations  which  would 
press  hardly  upon  shipownrav  who  were 
conducting  their  business  honourably. 
He  trusted  the  Government  would  there- 
fore hesitate  before  committing  them- 
selves to  the  adoption  of  a  serious 
addition  to  the  748  sections  which  now 
constituted  the  codf  c-t  merchant  ship- 
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ping.  If  that  were  done,  shipowners 
would  begin  to  regard  the  Board  of 
Trade  as  existing,  not  in  the  true  interest 
of  shipping  commerce,  but  as  an  ela- 
borate contriTance  for  interfering  with 
their  business  and  disturbing  their  peace 
of  mind.    ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness)  said  the  only 
reason  why  he  could  not  advise  his  hou. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Middlesbro'  to 
aco^t  the  proposals  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  was  that  he  did  not 
see  how  it  was  possible  to  declare  undjpr- 
manning  unseaworthiness  without  de- 
fining what  undwmanning  was.  If 
thej  d^ennined   that  undermanning 
■houid  be  r^arded  as  unseaworthiness, 
they  should  lay  down  some  regulations 
as  to  what  was  undermanning.  There 
were   only    two  points  of  difference 
between  the  majority  and  the  minority 
of  the  Committee.   These  points  were 
whether  they  should  have  a  fixed  scale, 
and  whether  this  scale  would  affect  all 
the  cases  that  had  been  cited.   The  pro< 
posals  made  by  the  majority,  if  carried 
out,  would  be  effectual  so  far  as  the 
cases  cited  before  the  Committee  w^ 
concOTned.   Take  the  case  of  the  Dee- 
side.   The  Deeside  waa  run  down,  and 
lives  were  lost  in  consequence  of  the 
look-out  man  having  he&n  called  away 
to  trim  lamps.     There  were  only  two 
men  and  an  officer  on  board.    One  man 
was  at  the  wheel,  the  other  man  was  the 
look-out  man,  and  the  latter  was  called 
away  from  hie  post  to  trim  lamps,  with 
the  result  that  the  vessel  was  run  down 
and  lost.    The  suggestions  of  the  minor- 
ity, as  well  as  the  suggestions  of  the 
majority,  would  cover  cases  of  ineffective 
watch,  like  the  case  of  the  Deeside. 
Then  there  was  another  class  of  case 
which  would  not  be  covered  by  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  minority.    Take  the  case 
of  -the  Inehffarvin.     The  Inchgarvin 
twice    ran    ashore.      In    the  first 
instance  there  was'  no  inquiry.  In 
the  next  instance  there  was  an  in- 
quiry, and  it  was  found  that  while 
the  ship  had  seven  able  seamen,  th^ 
were   all    foreigners,  and  unable  to 
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understand  the  ordm  given  to  them. 
It  was  necessary  to  see  that  the  able  sea- 
man was,  in  the  first  place,  a  competent 
man,  who  was  qualified  as  a  seaman. 
But  a  medical  man  did  not  know  any- 
thing at  all  about  the  qualification  of  the 
seaman.  If  in  a  case  which  had  been 
referred  to  the  medical  man  reported  he 
may  have  been  mistaken. 

*Sra  ARTHUR  FORWOOD  said  that 
what  he  had  said  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment lhad  an  emigration  officer  and  a 
medical  man,  both  of  whom  agreed  as  to 
the  efficiency.  The  Government  emigrsp 
tion  officer  was  generally  an  expert  man. 

Dr.  CLARK  said  the  emigrant  was  a 
passenger,   and  an    emigration  officer 
might  be  no  more  qualified  than  was  a 
medical  man  to  state  whether  these  men 
were  to  be  ordinary  or  able  seamoi.  It 
was  necessary,  first,  that  the  men  should 
know  their  business,  and  secondly,  that 
they  should  know  the  language  in  wluch 
orders  were  given.    He  commented  on 
the  fact  that  our  sailing  vessels,  which 
were  the  nurseiy  of  our  seamen  in  the 
past,  were  disappearing  bit  by  bit,  and 
yet  the  new  steamers  which  were  taking 
their  place  were  not  receiving  appren- 
tices in  sufficient  numbers.     At  the 
present  time  we  had  about  ten  million 
tons  of  steam  vessels  and  three  million 
tons  of  sailing  vessels,  and  yet  the  last 
report  showed  that,  while  there  were 
3,719  apprentices  in  sailing  vessels,  there 
were  only  133  in  steam  vessels.    As  to 
boys,  the  number  in  our  sailing  vessels 
was  1,100,  while  in  steam  vessels  there 
were  only  about  700.   Of  ordinary  sea^ 
men  there  were  5,100  in  our  sailing 
vessels,  and  1,100  in  our  steamen.  He 
did  not  understand  the  warmth  of  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Middles- 
bro'  admitted   that   the   great  liners 
were    well    manned    and    fitted,  and 
thoroughly  seaworthy    ["Hear,  hearl"J 
It  was  only  a  few  miserable  tramps  that 
required  to  be  watched,  and  the  only 
thing  was    that    the    liners,  through 
competition  with  these  undermanned 
tramps,  must  be  compelled  to  economise. 

[Fi/ih  Day. 
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Mb.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  said 
that  after  the  statement  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  as  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  GoTemment  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  declare  undermanning  to  be  un- 
seaworthiness, although  he  did  not  go  so 
far  as  he  should  have  liked,  he  must,  in 
the  interests  of  the  seamen,  admit  that  it 
was  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  he 
begged  leave  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." — Amendment  by  leave 
withdrawn. 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 


TOLCNTAEY  SCHOOT^  [AID  GHANT]. 

Committee  thereupon  deferred  till 
To-morrow. 


LAW  OF  EVIDENCE  (CRIMINAL  CASES). 

Adjourned  Debate  on  Motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  [2l8t  January]  further 
adjourned  till  To-morrow. 


snLITARY  WORKS  [MONET]. 

Committee  thereupon  deferrrd  til] 
To-morrow. 


RHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  BILL. 
Second  {leading  deferred  till  To-mor^ 
row. 


mTIOKS. 

COCNTY  COUNCILLORS  (QUALIFICATION  OP 
women)  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  enable  'Women  to  be  elected  and  to  act 
as  Ckiiinty  Counrillora,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
Mr.  Muuro  Yerg}xsan,  Sir  John  Jjeng,  and 
.  Haldone;  presented,  and  Rend  the  First 
time ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  npon  Tuesday 
2nd  February,  and  to  bo  printed.— [Bill  80.] 


LOCAL    AVTHORITIBS  OFFICEBS' 
BVPERANKUATION. 

Bill  to  extend  the  profiflionB  of  the  Poor  Law 
Officers'  Superannnation  Act,  1886,  to  officers 
and  sen'ants  of  other  Local  Authoritica,  ordered 
to  be  bronght  in  by  Mr,  Wanklyn,  Sir  John 
Blimdell  Maple,  Colonel  Dalbiac,  Mr.  Atherley 
Jonee,  Mr.  Bailey,  and  Captain  Norton  :  pre- 
sented, and  Read  the  First  time ;  to  be  Read  a 
Serond  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed,— [BiU  81.] 


LABOUBEBB*  COTTAGES  (iRELAim). 

Sill  toamend  and  extend  the  Law  relating  to 
the  erection  of  Labourers'  Cottages  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
Clancy,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr.  William 
Redmond,  and  Mr.  O'Kelly ;  presented,  and 
Read  the  First  time ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  241h  Febmary,  and  to  be 
printed.— [Bil  182.]. 

8URTET0BS  (COUNTT  DCBUN). 

Bill  to  Amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
appointment  of  Sarveyors  for  the  county  of 
Dnblin,  ordered  to  be  Inonght  in  by  Mr.  Clancy 
and  Mr.  Horace  Flunkett ;  presented,  and  Read 
the  Firat  time;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon 
Thursday  11th  February,  and  to  be  printed. — 
[Bill  83.] 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLANp). 

BiU  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Laws  relat- 
ing to  Public  Health  in  Scotland,  ordered  to 
be  bronght  in  by  the  Lord  AdTOcate,  Mr. 
Balfour,  and  the  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland. 

Mr.  GEORGE  LAMBERT  (Devon. 
South  Molton) :  Is  the  name  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House  on  the  back  of  this 
Billl 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Yes,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  name  was  given  as  one  of 
those  introducing  the  BiU.  ["  Hear, 
hear,"  and  laughterJ^ 

Bill  presented  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  bo  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Thursday 
and  to  be  printed. — [Bill  84.] 


PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTRATION 
(AMENDiMENT)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  upon  Wed- 
nesday, 3rd  February  rei^,  and  dia- 
chai^d. — BiU  withdrawn. 

HouFe  edjounird  nt  Twelve  o'clock- 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tueaday,  S6ih  January  1897. 

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

JUDICATURE  ACra. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.)  :  To  call  attentioD  to  the  un- 
satisfactory working  of  the  Judicature 
Acts ;  and  to  move,  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty, 
praying  Her  to  appoint  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  Administration 
of  Justice  under  the  Judicature  Acts, 
with  a  view  to  secure  greater  efficiency 
and  economy.—  [Twtday  23n/  F^iruary.^ 

NATIONAL  MUSEUM  (WALBS). 

Mr.  ALFRED  THOMAS  (Glamor- 
gan, E.)  :  To  call  attention  to  the  desir- 
ability of  establishing  a  National  Museum 
in  Wales  and  to  move,  That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  public  good  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Principality  that  a  National  Museum 
and  Library  should  be  established  in 
Wales.— [funday  23nf  February.] 

PEASANT  ntEBHOLDBBS  (WALBS). 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmar- 
then, W.) :  To  call  attention  to  the 
serious  effects  of  the  long  period  of  agri- 
cultural depression,  so  far  as  it  affects 
peasant  freeholders  in  Wales  ;  and  to 
move  a  Resolution. — [Twtday  2Zrd 
Febntairy.'] 

BLBHENTART    EDUCATION    (ABBKABS  OP 

grants). 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomery) :  To  call  attention  to  the  refusal 
of  the  Education  Department  to  pay 
arrears  of  Grants  due  to  School  Boards 
under  Section  97  of  the  Act  of  1870 ; 
and  to  more  a  Resolution. — \Tue»day 
2Zrd  February.] 

BLBHBNTARY    EDUCATION     (ARREARS  OF 
QRANTS). 

Mr.  F.  a.  CHANNING  (Northamp- 
ton, £.) :  To  call  attention  to  the  refusal 
of  the  Education  Department  to  pay 
Arrears  of  Grants  due  to  School  Boards 
under  Section  97  of  the  Elementary 
Education  Act,  1870 ;  and  to  move  a 
Resolution  — [Tuesday  23rrf  F^ntary.] 

VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  sbriss.] 


QUESTIONS. 


OTTOMAN  PUBLIC  DEBT. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  (1) 
what  portion  of  the  Ottoman  Public  Debt 
is  now  borne  by  Greece  in  pursuance  of 
Article  X.  of  the  Convention  of  24th 
May  1881,  which  provided  that  Greece 
should  bear  a  part  of  t^t  debt  propor- 
tionate to  the  revenues  of  the  ceded 
territories  transferred  to  her  by  the 
Convention  from  Turkey  ;  (2)  what  steps 
have  been  taken  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  during  the  15  years  which 
have  elapsed  since  the  signature  of  that 
Convention,  to  procure  the  carrying  out 
of  the  stipulation  of  Article  X.  that 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  Austria,  France, 
and  Russia  should  determine  between 
their  Representatives  at  Constantinople 
and  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  portion  of 
the  debt  to  be  borne  by  Greece  ;  (3)  what 
has  been  the  result  of  those  steps,  if  any ; 
(4)  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  received  any  representations  from 
the  Turkish  Government  on  this  subject 
since  the  signature  of  the  Convention  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  give  the 
reference  to  any  Blue-book  in  which 
such  representations  and  the  replies 
thereto  may  be  found  ;  and,  (5)  whether 
any  recent  Dispatch  has  been  received 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
subject  1 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Georqb  Cubzon,  Lancashire  South- 
port)  :  No  contribution  to  the  Ottoman 
Public  Debt  had  been  made  by  Greece,  the 
quota  to  be  paid  by  her  never  having  been 
determined  by  the  Powers.  In  answer  to 
the  Questions  in  paragraphs  2,  3, 4  and  5, 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  which  I 
gave  to  the  hon.  Memberonthe  2lBt,  which 
related  throughout  to  the  case  of  Greece 
as  well  as  to  those  of  Bulgaria,  Servia 
and  Montenegro.  The  correspondence 
on  the  subject  has  not  appeared  in  any 
Blue-book,  and  belonging  as  it  does  in 
the  main  to  the  year  1885,  is  now  some- 
what out  of  date. 

X 
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BAHS  OF  WABSHIFS. 
Mh.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to 
Bsk  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (1) 
whether,  since  the  sinking  by  ramming 
of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Victoria  by  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Camperdotoriy  the  Ad- 
miralty have  received  reports  of  narrow 
escapes  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  from 
being  rammed  by  others  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  in  consequence  of  slight  accidents 
to  machinery  during  manoeuvres  in  close 
order,  and,  if  not,  whether  they  have 
reason  to  believe  that  such  narrow 
e8ca|)e8  do  take  place  ;  and  (2)  wbeUier, 
in  view  of  danger  of  ships  being  sunk  or 
injured  by  the  rams  of  their  consorts, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Victoria  risk  of  Ices 
both  to  the  rammer  and  the  rammed, 
and  in  view  also  of  the  increased  range 
and  eflBciency  attained  in  gun-fire, 
causing  an  increased  probability  of 
Kaval  actions  being  fought  at  consider- 
able distances  between  the  contending 
ships,  the  Admiralty  will  take  into 
reconsideration  the  desirability  of  con- 
tinuing to  fit  Her  Majesty's  ships  with 
rams  projecting  20  feet  below  water,  and 
so  fitted  as  to  be  incapable  of  resisting 
any  great  twisting  strain) 

The  first  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY(Mr.  G.J.Goschbn,  St. George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  Admiralty  have 
r«»ived  no  reports  of  narrow  escapes  of 
Her  Majesty's  ships  from  being  rammed 
by  others  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  in 
consequence  of  slight  accidents  to  machi- 
nery during  manoeuvres  in  close  order. 
As  to  the  second  Question  the  hon. 
Member  is  in  error.  None  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  have  "  rams  20  feet 
below  the  water,"  and  ther^ore  the 
remaindw  of  his  question  f^Is  to  the 
ground. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  any  reason  to 
believe  that  there  had  been  any  narrow 
escapes  1 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY Kud  he  bad  no  reason  to 
believe  there  had  been  any  narrow 
escapes  as  suggested  in  the  question. 

ADMIRALTY  CHARTS. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  Admiralty  will  consider  the 
possibility    and    the    advisability  of 


engraving  on  the  appropriate  Admiralty 
charts  a  typical  series  of  accurately 
drawn  great  circle  routes  from  which 
any  other  great  circle  routes  between  any 
two  points  might  be  plotted  out  in  accord- 
ance with  the  system  suggested  by  Mr. 
H.  M.  Taylor,  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge 1 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  ADML 
RALTY  :  This  question  has  already 
been  considered  and  decided  in  the 
n^;ative.  The  advantages  conferred 
would  not  compensate  for  the  inconveni- 
ence uf  a  mass  of  lines  crossing  the 
chart,  and  the  required  information  for 
routes  where  it  is  of  most  service  is 
already  given  on  the  Admiralty  track 
charts. 

ALIEN  IMMIGRATION. 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  great 
increase  of  alien  immigration  for  sojourn 
in  this  country  in  1896,  amounting  to 
45,875  persons  at  eastern  ports  ;  and,  if, 
in  view  of  the  facts,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  propose  to  re-introduce  tiie 
measure  brought  forward  by  Lord  Salis- 
bury in  the  last  Parliament,  or  deal 
otherwise  with  the  matter  t 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie, 
Croydon) :  The  figures  of  45,875  persons 
quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  is  not  the 
number  of  aliens  arriving  in  this 
country  for  sojourn,  but  the  number 
arriving  from  European  ports,  who  are 
not  stated  to  be  «n  route  to  America. 
Having  r^ard  to  the  amount  of  business 
to  which  the  Govei^ent  are  already 
committed,  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  b<^ 
out  a  hope  of  the  Bill  referred  to  being 
introduced  during  this  Session. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a 
large  number  of  these  aliens  consist  cl 
sailors,  and  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Uie  Forest  of  Dean,  as 
president  of  the  Shipmasters  Societal 
has  called  attention  to  the  great  nati<mal 
danger  ? 

•Mb.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  Order ! 
that  does  not  arise  out  of  the  question 
on  the  Paper. 
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HOWELL'S  CHARITY. 

Mr.  HTJMPHREYS-OWEN  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice  Prendent  of  the  Coun- 
cil what  are  the  reasons  for  the  delay  in 
dealing  witih|the  scheme  for  the  Dentugh- 
shire  portion  of  Howell's  Charity  ? 

Thb  vice  PRESIUENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  John  Goest,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  delay  is  caused  by  its 
appearing  doubtful  whether  what  is 
called  the  Denbighshire  portion  of  the 
Charity  does  not  belong  to  all  Wales 
outside  Glamo^nahire. 


TBADE  SPIRITS. 
*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  when  the 
Return  as  to  the  Trade  Spirits  imported 
into  the  British  Colonies  and  Protec- 
torates in  Africa  in  the  five  yesfs  ending 
with  1894,  which  was  ordered  on  26th 
August,  1895,  will  be  presented  to  the 
House ;  and  whether,  with  that  Return, 
any  later  information  can  be  furnished  1 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  Return  is  in 
hand,  and  I  hope  to  present  it  very 
shortly. 


VACCINATION 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION  REPORT). 

Mb.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derby- 
shire, Chesterfield):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  the  Government  propose  this 
Session  to  introduce  any  legislation  on 
the  lines  of  the  Report  of  the  Eoyal  Com- 
mission on  Vaccination  t ' 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone.^.) :  I  can  only  give  the 
same  answer  as  was  given  by  me  to  Uie  hon. 
Member  for  the  Harborough  Division,  on 
Thursday  last,  and  state  that  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Vaccina- 
tion is  receiving  the  consideration  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  asked  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  could  inform  the  House 
what  the  Local  Qov^nmeut  Board  were 
proposing  to  do  with  regard  to  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Royal  0(»nmi8sion 
on  Vaccination  as  to  repeated  convic- 
tions t 


Mil.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  policy 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  re- 
garded the  question  of  repeated  convic- 
tions was  duly  expressed  in  a  letter  to 
the  Evesham  Guardians  in  1875.  The 
letter  was  a  long,  one  and  he  would  be 
happy  to  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  a 
copy. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.)  asked  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  lay  on  the  Table  Dr.  Thome's 
Report  as  to  the  methods  of  vaccination 
pursued  on  the  Continent  1 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  he 
would  be  glad  to  consider  the  matter. 
Dr.  Thome  had  just  Jiurriedly  returned 
from  the  Continent,  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  papers  wwe  yet  in  a  fit  state 
to  be  laid  on  the  Table. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 
(PARLLA.MENTARY  GRANT). 

Mr.  a.  K.  LOYD  (Berks,  Abingdon) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  the  managers  of 
Public  Elementary  Schools  are  frequently 
obliged,  before  the  Annual  Farliaunentary 
Grant  ia  paid,  to  have  recourse  to  an 
overdraft  at  iheax  bankers,  and  to  suffer 
a  loss  of  the  interest  charged  for  such 
accommodation  ;  and  whether  the 
Education  Department  will,  in  order  to 
prevent  such  loss,  arrange  for  a  quarterly 
or  half-yearly  payment  on  account  to 
such  schools,  in  anticipation  of  the 
Annual  Parliamentary  Grant,  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  Department 
may  in  each  case  consider  necessary  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST :  The  Committee 
of  Council  would  have  no  objection  to 
make  to  the  arrangement  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member;  but  I  understand 
that  the  financial  difficulties  which  it 
would  involve  are  at  present  insuperable. 

FOUNDRY  WORKERS. 
Mr.  JAMES  McKILLOP  (Stirling- 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  seeing 
it  often  occurs  that  young  persons  under 
16  years  of  age  are  transferred  under  the 
Factory  Acts  from  one  foundry  to 
another  in  which  their  employment  will 
be  identical  in  all  material  respects, 
whether  some  arrangements  could  b9 
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made  whereby  the  certificate  of  fitness 
already  granted,  and  cost  paid  for 
occupation  in  the  first  factory,  may 
equally  be  applicable  to  the  like  occupa- 
tion elsewhere  in  the  siune  district  1 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir 
Matthew  White  Ridlbt,  Lancashire, 
Blackpool)  :  The  arrangement  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  is  impossible  without 
fnrUier  l^iislation.  If  such  legislation 
were  proposed,  I  oould  only  consider  the 
question  as  affecting  all  indostries  and 
districts  alike,  and  the  practical  diffi- 
culties involved  would  be  such  that  I 
cannot  see  my  way  to  promise  any 
reversal  of  the  decision  arrived  at  by 
Parliament  in  1878. 
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will,  in  order  that  Scottish  Volunteers 
may  compete  on  equal  terms  with  other 
Volunteers,  afford  facilities  for  Scottish 
Volunteers  to  practise  with  the  new  rifle 
on  the  (Jovemment  ranges  or  otherwise  1 
*The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOB  WAR  (Mr.  Beodeick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)  :  Until  longer  ranges 
can  be  established  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
the  introduction  of  the  Lee-Metford  rifle 
will  cause  difficulty  in  many  localities 
throughout  Great  Britain  ;  but,  after  pro- 
viding for  the  necessary  shooting  by  the 
Regular  Army,  the  Militia,  and  the 
Volunteers,  the  General  Officers  Com- 
manding Districts  will  do  all  they  can  to 
facilitate  practice  by  individual  Volun- 
teers and  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
minimise  the  inoonvenienoe. 


SOLICITORS'  LICENCE  DUTY 
(IRELAND). 

Mb.  F.  a.  O'KEEFFE  (Limerick): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if,  on  the  introduction  of  the 
Budget,  having  r^ard  to  the  decline  of 
l^^l  business  in  Ireland  and  tiie  non- 
necessity for  the  tax,  he  will  consider  the 
question  of  remitting  the  licence  duty 
made  annually  payable  by  solicitors  in 
Ireland  ^ 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)  :  I  am  sorry  to 
learn  that  the  legal  buniness  has  declined 
in  Ireland.  I  thought  that  that  pro- 
fession at  any  rate  was  flourisl^g. 
[Zou^Ater.l  I  had  the  matter  of  tlw 
duty  on  stuicitors  under  my  consideration 
last  year,  and  I  made  a  proposal  to  the 
House  with  r^ard  to  it,  which  was  not 
very  favourably  received.  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  promise  that  I  shall  be  able  to  do 
anything  in  the  matter. 


LEE  METFORD  RIFLES 
(BISLEY  MEETING). 

Mr.  ROBERT  WALLACE  (Perth) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether,  having  r^rd 
to  tile  fact  that  in  the  chief  events  at 
the  National  Rifle  Meeting  at  Bisley 
this  year  the  Lee-Metford  rifle  is  to  be 
used,  and  that  there  are  only  two  or 
three  riQe  ranges  in  Scotland  suitable  for 
practice  with  this  rifle,  the  War  Office 

Mr.  J.  McKUlop. 


COAL  SHIPMENTS. 

Mb.  DAVID  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Bcwrd  of  Trade  if  he  will  give  for 
the  year  1896  a  Return  showing  the 
Foreign  export  of  coal  from  each  port  in 
the  ifnited  Kingdom  to  each  country 
abroad,  and  also  showing  the  quantity  of 
coal  shipped  at  eacb  port  for  ships'  use 
during  the  same  period  ? 

Me.  RITCHIE  :  Yes,  Sir,  if  the  hon. 
Member  moves  for  this  Return,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  grant  it. 


TRADE  WITH  BRITISH  COLONIES. 
Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonies  if  he  has  received  satisfactory 
replies  to  the  Circular  Dispatch  issued  on 
his  assuming  office  to  Colonial  Govern- 
ments as  to  the  best  means  of  developing 
trade  between  the  Mother  Country  and 
the  Colonies,  and  if  the  suggestions  con- 
tuned  in  such  replies  will  oe  published 
as  60on  as  practicable  for  the  information 
of  the  produciDg  industries  of  the  British 
Empire  1 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  replies 
to  my  Circular  Dispatch  of  28th  Novem- 
ber 1896,  are  not  yet  quite  complete. 
As  soon  as  they  are,  I  hope  to  lay  them 
on  the  Table  of  the  House.  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  will  And  that  they  contain 
a  great  deal  of  interesting  and  suggestive 
matter. 
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NAVAL  COLLEGE  (DARTMOUTH). 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Adnuralty  whether  any  plans  have 
been  prepared  for  the  New  Naval  College 
at  Dartmouth ;  and  if  bo,  by  whom ; 
whether  the  same  have  been  or  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Captain  of  H.M.S. 
Britannia  for  critioism  before,  being 
approved;  whether  any  eminent  archi- 
tects have  been  or  will  be  invited  to  sub- 
mit plans  for  the  building  \  and  whether 
a  fair  premium  or  prize  will  be  ofifered 
for  the  best  design,  so  as  to  insure  that 
Her  Majesty's  Naval  Service  shall  be 
provided  with  a  college  worthy  of  its 
traditions  and  its  famel 

Tie  first  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY :  The  merest  sketch  plans  have 
only  so  far  been  put  forward,  and  they 
are  entirely  tentative.  No  decision  as  to 
the  choice  of  an  architect  has  yet  been 
taken,  but  the  Board  will  not  take  action 
without  the  most  able  professional  assist- 
ance which  they  can  secure. 

POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS 
(BOCRNAE,  COUNTY  TIPPERAHY). 

Mr.  J.  F.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  complaints  have 
reached  the  Department  in  regard  to  the 
unsatisfactory  character  of  the  postal 
arrangements  at  Bournea,  county 
Tipperary  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  this 
is  the  only  populous  parish  in  the 
Roscrea  district  deprived  of  a  Sunday 
post,  and  an  afternoon  collection  on 
week  days  ;  and  whether  early  steps  will 
be  taken  to  supply  these  defects  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  "W.  Hanbury,  Preston)  : 
Application  was  received  by  the  Depart- 
ment some  months  ago  for  an  afternoon 
collection  of  letters  at  Bournea  on  week- 
days, and  for  a  Sunday  delivery  of  letters. 
The  request  for  the  afternoon  collection 
was  n^used  on  the  ground  that  the 
ruvenue  produced  by  the  post  by  which 
Bournea  is  served  was  insufficient  to 
cover  tlieadditional  expenditure  invol  ved. 
With  regard  to  the  Sunday  delivery,  the 
applicant  was  informed  that  in  accord- 
ance with  regulations  of  long  standing, 
a  Sunday  post  is  not  establiahed  or  with- 
drawn in  rural  districts,  except  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  persons 


receiving  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  corre- 
spondence. A  menjorial  has  since  been 
received,  and  the  matter  is  now  under 
inquiry.  The  result  shall  be  communi- 
cated to  the  hon.  Member  as  soon  as 
possible. 

"  COSTA  KICA  "  PACKET  CASE. 

Mb.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
at  what  stage  the  international  arbitra- 
tion in  the  case  of  Costo  Rica  packet  has 
now  arrived ) 

Mr.  GUBZOK:  The  cases  on  both 
sides  have  been  completed  and  laid  before 
the  arbitrator,  who  is  now  considering 
his  decision. ' 


STREET  PREACHING  IN  SLIGO. 
Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  (Leitrim, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  what 
expense  has  been  incurred  in  sending 
extra  police  from  Dublin  to  Sligo  with 
street  preaches ;  (2)  can  he  state  from 
what  source  the  expenses  of  those  police 
are  to  be  met ;  and  (3),  is  he  aware  that 
the  Sligo  Corporation  have  resolved  to 
resist  the  imposition  and  exaction  of  any 
tax  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  extra 
police,  and  that  the  County  Sligo  Grand 
Jury  have  no  power  since  the  passing  of 
the  Sligo  Borough  Improvement  Act, 
1869,  to  assess  or  levy  a  tax  upon  the 
borough  of  Sligo  for  such  a  purpose  i 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  roR 
IRELAND  <Mr.  Gerald  BftiroUR, 
Leeds,  Central) :  The  total  expense  en- 
tailed in  dispatching  police  from  Dublin 
to  Sligo  on  occasions  of  open-air  preach- 
ing has  been  £1,213  138.  9d.  The 
expenses  have  been  defrayed  out  of  the 
Constabulary  Vote,  but  claims  have 
been,  or  will  be  made,  for  repayment 
from  local  rates  of  a  portion  of  this  sum, 
amounting  to  £206  16s.  9d.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  Sligo  Corporation  have 
r^olved  to  resist  the  imposition  and 
exaction  of  any  tax  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  extra  police  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  public  order.  I  am 
I  advised  that  the  rate  can  be  levied  either 
by  the  Corporation,  or,  in  their  default, 
by  the  Grand  Jury. 

Mr.  BERNARD  COLLERY  (Sligo, 
N.),  asked  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  aware  that  the  police  were  sent  to 
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Sligo  in  opposition  to  the  express  wish  of 
all  sections  of  the  commanity  t 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  That  is 
possible ;  but  it  is  the  absolute  duty  of 
the  Government  to  maintain  law  and 
order,  and  law  and  order  could  not  be 
maintained  without  the  dispatch  of  these 
extra  police. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) ;  Is 
it  any  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  see  that  psalm-singing  is  carried 
on  in  Sligo  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

RIVER  SUCK  DRAINAGE. 

Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE  (Kerry,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Seci^etary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  for  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  meeting, 
held  in  last  December,  of  tenants  and 
owners  of  land  at  Ballygf^,  county 
Galway,  to  protest  against  the  tax  im- 
posed upon  them  in  consequence  of  the 
expenditure  incurred  in  connection  with 
the  drainage  of  the  River  Suck,  which 
in  several  cases  amounts  to  more  than 
the  letting  value  of  the  land  ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  such  action  as  will 
relieve  the  people  of  that  district  of  a 
tax  that  they  are  unable  to  pay,  and 
thereby  allow  them  to  remain  in  posses- 
sion of  their  holdings  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  he  answered 
an  exactly  similar  question  yesterday, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  tell  the  hon. 
Member  what  his  answer  was  then. 


MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  {IRELAND}. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  do  the  Government  intend  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  this  Session  to  extend  the 
municipal  franchise  in  Ireland  1 

Mn.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  1  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that  this  is  a 
matter  that  must  be  dealt  with  some 
time  or  another,  but  the  Government 
cannot  promise  to  introduce  a  Bill  this 
Session  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  In  the  event  of 
a  Bill  being  introduced  in  other  quarters 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  it 
any  benevolent  help  t 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  could 
not  answer  that  question  without  con- 
sultation with  my  colleagues. 

Mb.  J.  G.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  asked 
the  right  hon.  GenUeman  whether  any 

Mr.  Bernard  Collerjf. 


such  Bill  was  likely  to  be  brought  in  by 
the  Government  before  the  present  cen- 
tury expired  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

JURY  SERVICE  (YEOMANET  OITICEES). 

Mr.  J.  H.  0.  HOZIER  (Lanark,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 

it  is  the  case  that  Officers  of  Yeomanry 
R^^ents  are  exempt  from  serving  on 
juries  in  England,  but  are  not  exempt 
in  Scotland ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
exemption  can  be  extended  to  Scotland? 
*The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Gra- 
ham Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  reply  to 
the  first  part  of  my  hon.  Friend's  QueKtion 
is  th&t  Yeomanry  Officws  on  fall  pay 
in  England  are  exempt  from  serving  on 
juries,  and  in  Scotland  are  not  exempt. 
The  reply  to  the  second  part  of  the 
Question  is  that  the  exemption  rests  on 
a  statute  applying  to  England  only,  and 
could  not  be  extended  to  Scotland  with- 
out new  legislation. 

NAVAL  EXAMINING  BOARDS. 
Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to 
aak  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  has  given  attention  to  the 
oomposition  of  the  Boards  who  conduct 
tlie  examination  in  seamanship  on  pas- 
sing for  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  which 
Boards,  being  composed  of  Captains  who 
happen  to  be  available  on  the  spot,  are 
of  varying  composition  in  regard  to 
the  ability  and  temperament  of  their 
members  and  the  standard  of  efficiency 
adopted  by  them  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  examinations  conducted  by  these 
Boards  vary  greatly  in  the  time  f^ven 
by  them ;  that  they  vary  still  more 
greatly  in  the  number  and  severity  of 
the  questions  whicli  the  candidates  are 
required  to  answer :  that  they  vary  in- 
finitely in  their  standards  of  proficiency  ; 
and  that  the  results  of  these  examina- 
tions are  consequently  unequal  as 
between  one  set  of  candidates  and 
another;  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  upon  the  results  of  these  examina- 
tions all  an  officer's  future  largely  de* 
pend^  he  will  consider  whether  some 
alteration  in  the  system  can  be  adopted 
whereby  the  element  of  chance  which 
enters  into  these  examinations  may  be 
eliminated  from  them ;  and  whether  he 
sees  any  objection  to  adopting  a  system 
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whereby  the  examinatioa  in  seamanship 
should  be  conducted  for  each  batch  of 
candidates  by  a  single  Board,  having 
fixed  method  of  examination  and  a 
single  standard  of  proficiency,  as  is  now 
the  case  with  the  subsequent  examina- 
tions in  navigation,  pilotage,  gunnery, 
and  torpedo  1 

The  first  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY :  I  must  ask  my  hon.  Friend  to 
allow  me  to  give  a  general  answer  to  his 
various  questions.  I  propose  to  appoint 
a  small  Committee  of  officers  of  expe- 
rience to  consider  the  general  subject  of 
the  instruction  and  education  of  young 
officers  afioat  after  they  have  left  the 
Britannia  and  have  been  appointed  to 
sea-going  ships.  A  part  of  the  reference 
to  t^e  Committee  wUl  be  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subsequent  examination  held 
to  ascertain  the  proficiency  at  which 
these  young  officers  hare  arrived,  and 
into  the  expediency  or  otherwise  of  any 
changes  being  introduced.  I  may  add, 
however,  for  my  hon.  Friend's  informa- 
tion, that  the  question  of  the  examina- 
tion in  seamanship  was  fully  considered 
by  a  Committee  in  1886 ;  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  various  changes  were  intro- 
duced. The  establishment  of  a  permanent 
Board  of  Examiners  was,  however,  ^ot 
thought  to  possess  advantages  calculated 
to  outweigh  the  disadvantages. 

CONSULAR  COURT  AT  CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLKS  ;  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affiurs  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  taken  any,  and  if  so, 
what  steps  to  inquire  into  the  charges 
made  over  a  year  ago  against  offidals 
in  connection  with  the  Consular  Court 
at  Constantinople ;  whether  a  special 
judge  has  been  appointed  to  go  out  to 
Constantinople  to  try  certain  mat- 
ters arising  iti  that  Court  in  place  of 
the  ordinary  judge  ;  and  if  so,  when  he 
was  80  appointed ;  and,  whether  he  has 
yet  arrived  at  Constantinople,  or  when 
be  will  arrive  1 

Mb.  CTJBZON  :  The  chaigee  referred 
to  in  the  question  are  involved  in  certain 
actions  now  pending  in  the  Supreme 
Consular  Court  at  Constantinople.  As 
the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Consular  Court 
is  himself  a  defendant  in  one  of  those 
actions,  and  as  his  judicial  proceedings 


may  be  indirectiy  involved  in  the  other, 
it  was  considered  advisable  to  appoint  a 
special  judge  to  proceed  to  Constantinople 
to  adjudicate  on  those  matters.  For  tJiia 
purpose  it  was  necessary  to  pass  a  special 
Order  in  Council,  under  the  provisicms 
of  which  Sir  Richard  Rennie,  late  the 
Chief  Justice  of  Her  Majesty's  Supreme 
Court  for  China  and  Japan,  has  been  ap- 
pointed. He  has  not  yet  arrived  at 
Constantinople,  as  the  actions  in  question 
are  not  ready  for  hearing,  but  he  will 
proceed  thither  as  soon  as  his  services 
are  required. 

POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS 
(SOUTH  LEITEIM). 

Mr.  JASPER  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  GJraeral, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  great  inconveni- 
ence has  been  feib  by  the  large  number 
of  people  residing  in  the  district  between 
Johnston's  Bridge  and  Lough  Rynn,  in 
South  L^trim,  owing  to  there  being  no 
postal  service  between  Johnston's  Bridge 
and  Lough  Rynn  sub-office  to  Dromod, 
a  distance  of  eight  or  nine  miles ;  and 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  inquire  as  to 
the  advisability  of  having  a  postal  service 
established  from  Johnston's  Bridge 
through  Tooman,  and  returning  by 
Cloncam  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  has  received  no  application  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Post  through  the 
district  between  Johnston's  Bridge  and 
Lough  Rynn.  Instructions  have  been 
given,  however,  for  a  Return  to  be  taken 
of  the  amount  of  correspondence  which 
would  be  benefited  by  the  establishment 
of  such  a  Post,  and  as  soon  as  a  report 
has  been  received  the  result  shall  be 
communicated  to  the  hon.  Member. 

MULLINOAR  UNION 
(MEDICINE  CONTRACT). 

Mr.  TULLY  ;  T  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land will  he  explain  why  the  Local 
Government  Board  adopted  the  unusual 
course  of  cancelling  the  medicine  contract 
in  Mullingar  Union,  seeing  that  the 
tenders  were  accepted  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
them,  and  the  accounts  checked  by  the 
union  officials  responsible  for  their  cor- 
rectness 1 
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Mu.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  An 
Inquiry  on  oath  was  held  in  June  last 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  re- 
specting the  medicine  supply  of  the 
Mullingar  XTnion,  and  the  Board,  on  a 
careful  consideration  of  all  the  facts 
adduced  at  the  Inquiry,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion tiiat  the  contractor  ought  not  to 
be  intrusted  with  the  supply  of  medicines, 
and  they  accordingly  requested  the 
Guardians  to  terminate  the  contract. 
This  the  Guardians  unanimously  decided 
to  do.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence 
given  at  the  Inquiry,  amongst  other 
things,  that  the  prices  in  the  accepted 
tender  of  articles  most  in  use  were 
largely  in  excess  of  those  in  the  other 
tenders,  and  that  the  prices  charged  fur 
extra  medicines  not  on  the  authorised 
list,  which  the  contractor  on  the  terms 
of  the  bond  was  bound  to  supply  at 
current  wholesale  prices,  were  largely  in 
excess  of  what  they  should  have  been, 
the  Guardians  having  accepted  a  Ust  of 
prices  furnished  by  the  contractor  pur- 
porting to  be  wholesale  prices. 

EMIGRANTS'  INFORMATION  OFFICE. 

Mb.  HOGAK  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  CoIonieB  whether 
the  reocunmendations  of  the  Committee 
that  reported  on  the  re-organisation  of 
the  Emigrants'  Information  Office  have 
been  carried  into  effect ;  have  more  suit- 
able premises  for  the  work  of  the  office 
been  secured  ;  and  whether  more  effective 
measures  can  be  taken  to  prevent  as  far 
as  possible  intending  young  colonists 
being  victimised  by  fraudulent  agencies 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  Tree^ 
sury  have  agreed  to  aak  Parliament  for 
an  increase  of  the  annual  grant  for  this 
service  from  X1,000  to  ^1,500.  Some 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
are  already  being  carried  into  effect,  and 
others  will  be  when  the  increased  grant 
becomes  available  in  the  new  financial 
year.  Pending  the  finding  of  more  suit- 
able premises,  the  present  ones  have  not 
as  yet  been  given  up ;  but  in  the  mean- 
time the  Office  of  Works  have  been 
authorised  to  lend  a  suitable  room  for 
the  holding  of  meetings  of  the  Committee. 
The  last  subject  refemd  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  hay  been,  and  still  is,  occupying 
the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the 
High  Commissioner  for  Canada,  and  the 


Colonial  Office ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  s«e 
what  can  be  done  beyond  issuing  warn- 
ing notices,  which  is  constantly  being 
done  by  the  Emigrants'  Information 
Office.  I  would  also  call  attention  to 
the  report  recently  issued  by  the  Foreign 
Office  of  Consul  General  Warburton's  on  , 
the  "  Distress  caused  to  British  Emi- 
grants to  California  by  fraudulent  Land 
Syndicates  and  Emigratntm  Agencies." 


DISTRESS  (WESTERN  DONEGAL). 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal, 
W.) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1) 
whether,  in  view  of  the  distress  prevuling 
in  many  distriotB  of  Western  Donegal, 
he  will  say  when  tiie  commencement  of 
the  works  of  the  promised  light  railways 
in  that  part  of  the  country  may  be 
expected ;  and  (2)  whether  any  other 
public  works,  such  as  the  improvement 
of  piers  and  landing-places  on  the  coast, 
are  likely  to  be  speedily  undertaken  by 
the  Government  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  con- 
dition of  the  small  occupiers  in  Western 
Donegal  has  formed  the  subject  of  care- 
ful investigation  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  the  result  of  the 
inquiries  made  is  that  it  is  not  con- 
sidered necessary  to  adopt  exceptional 
measures  for  their  relief.  With  regard 
to  light  railways  I  am  not  in  a  position 
at  present  to  make  any  statement  on  the 
subject.  It  is  not  correct  to  say  that  a 
promise  has  been  given  to  undertake 
railway  works  in  this  part  of  Donegal. 
As  to  the  second  paragraph,  I  under- 
stand that  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
are  completing  the  erection  of  a  pier  at 
Tory  Ishind,  and  also  the  ^tension  of  a 
pier  at  Burton  Port.  No  additional 
works  of  this  character  are  in  immediate 
contemplation  by  the  Government. 

WATERFORD  BACON  TRADE  DISPUTE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kil- 
kenny) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lot^  Lieutenant  of  Ireland(l) 
whether  his  attention  lias  been  directed 
to  a  number  of  pictures  drawn  from 
photographs  which  are  published  in  the 
Irish  Weddy  IndependetU  of  the  23pd 
instant,  and  whidi  represent  a  large 
armed  force  of  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
conducting  pigs  through  Uie  streets  of 
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Waterford  to  the  place  of  slaughter  j 
what  number  of  police  have  been  so 
enpiged  since  the  strike  in  the  bacon 
trade  in  Waterford  began,  and  what  is  the 
coat  of  the  men  so  engaged  ;  (2)  whether 
he  intends  to  allow  the  police  to  be  con- 
tinued at  this  duty ;  and,  (3)  if  so,  whether 
the  bacon  merchants  whom  the  police  are 
serring  will  be  charged  with  the  cost,  or 
any  portion  of  it  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUE  :  The 
hon.  Member  has  been  good  enough  to 
send  me  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  re- 
ferred to.  The  duty  of  the  police  in  this 
matter  is  not  that  of  conducting  pigs 
through  the  streets,  but  of  protecting  the 
drovers  from  apprehended  acts  of 
Tiolence,  and  of  preserving  the  public 
peace.  Owing  to  the  short  notice  that 
has  been  given  of  the  question,  I  am  not 
in  a  position  at  the  prraent  moment  to 
reply  definitely  to  the  second  paragraph. 
About  150  police,  however,  liave  been 
drafted  into  Waterford  in  connection 
with  the  bacon  trade  dispute  there,  and 
their  cost  approximately  would  be  about 
£2S  per  diem.  It  is  not  the  desire  of 
the  Government  to  take  sides  in  an  in- 
dustrial dispute,  but  it  canuot  stand  by 
and  permit  the  coercion  by  intimidation 
and  other  illegal  means  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  of  ^eir  lawful 
business.  The  police  will  be  employed 
on  this  duty  so  long  as  the  necessity  for 
their  employment  continues.  There  is 
no  power  to  charge  to  any  particular 
section  of  the  inhabitants  of  Waterford 
the  cost  of  the  police  so  employed. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  said  that 
arising  out  of  tlie  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Government 
did  not  wish  to  take  sides,  he  desired  to 
ask  him  whether  he  was  aware  that 
Inspector  Whelan,  who  had  charge  of 
the  police,  was  in  the  habit  of  dining 
with  Messrs.  Denny  and  Richardson  and 
then  coming  into  the  streets  and  order- 
ing baton  charges— [^a^tono^wi  cries 
of  "Hear,  hear'^  ;  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  think  that  that 
that  was  taking  sides  ;  and  whether  he 
would  see  that  this  inspector  was  removed 
and  an  officer  placed  in  charge  of  the 
police  who  would  have  the  decency  to 
act  impartially  ?    [y^adonaJist  cheers.] 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  going  beyond  the  limits 
ctf  a  question. 


EXCHANGE  COMPENSATION  (INDIA). 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Cen- 
tral) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  any  decision  has  yet 
been  arrived  at  with  regard  to  the  various 
questions  of  Exchange  Compensation, 
particularly  in  relation  to  officers  whose 
salaries  are  regulated  by  statute,  and 
questions  arising  from  domicile ;  and,  if 
so,  whethei;  he  can  state  the  decision 
arrived  at,  or  will  agree  to  present  the 
correspondence  on  the  subject  1 

Thr  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Mid- 
dlesex, Ealing) :  The  subject  of  Exchange 
Compensation  has  been  for  some  time 
past  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Council.  We  have 
made  some  progress  towards  settling 
some  of  the  questions  involved ;  but 
there  are  others  of  a  very  complicated 
and  far-reaching  character  still  to  be 
considered.  I  hope  that  a  general  deci- 
sion will  be  given  before  long. 

PORT  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST 
DISEASE. 

Sib  SEYMOUR  KING:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether,  in  view  of  the  inequality 
of  the  burden  imposed  on  the  outporta 
for  the  expense  of  mcilasures  necessitated 
by  the  (iovernment  regulations  for  pro- 
tection of  the  entire  area  of  the  United 
Kingdom  against  cholera,  yellow  fever, 
and  pli^e,  the  Government  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  contributing  towards 
such  expense  out  of  Imperial  funds  1 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER, who  answered  the  Ques- 
tion, said  :  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  conferring  with  my  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Ix)cal  Government 
Board  on  this  matter,  and  I  am  not 
aware  whether  any  fresh  circumstances 
have  arisen  with  regard  to  it.  But  I 
may  say  that  last  year  I  received  a  large 
deputation  on  the  subject,  and  after 
communicating  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  I  was  obliged  to  inform  the 
deputation  that  Her  l^jesty's  Govern- 
ment saw  no  sufficient  reason  for  alter- 
ing the  decision  that  had  been  arrived 
at  by  previous  Governments,  or  for 
relieving  the  outports  from  the  duty  that 
had  always  been  incumbent  on  them  of 
preventmg,  at  an  expense  by  no  means 
large,  the  introduction  of  these  diseases 
into  the  country. 
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Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (1)  vheiher  it  is 
true  that  the  Qovemor  of  Midta,  after 
first  imposing  a  20  days'  quarantine,  has 
since  issued  a  total  prohibition  on  all 
vessels,  however  healthy  they  may  be, 
arriving  from  India;  and  (2)  whether, 
seeing  that  this  country,  which  is  in  un> 
ceasing  communication  with  Indian 
ports,  finds  it  sufficient  to  rely  for  the 
purposes  of  plague  on  the  systems  of  in- 
spection and  isolation,  which  were  so 
successfully  tei^ted  both  during  the 
European  cholera  invasion  of  1892-4, 
and  recently  again  in  the  case  of  the 
Nvbia  at  Plymouth,  he  will  take  such 
steps  as  will  secure  the  adoption  by  our 
Crown  Colonies  in  the  Mediterranean  of 
those  more  scientific  and  lees  incon- 
venient methods  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction and  spread  of  foreign  diseases  1 

Mr.  CHAMBERI^IN  :  The  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.  As  to  the 
second  paragraph,  my  predecessors  and  I 
have  continually  urged  the  Government 
of  Malta  to  adopt  the  more  scientific  and 
convenient  methods  of  preventing  the 
introduction  and  spread  of  foreign 
diseases  instead  of  the  stringent  system 
of  quarantine  hitherto  in  use ;  but  partlv 
from  the  supposed  necessity  of  conform- 
ing to  the  practice  of  Italy  ;  and  partly 
from  the  inveterate  belief  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Malta  in  the  necessity  of  the 
strictest  quarantine,  which  might  lead  to 
disturbance  if  tiie  rules  were  relaxed, 
we  have  not  as  yet  succeeded  in  effecting 
the  change,  I  am  now  in  correspondence 
with  the  Governor,  and  have  pointed  out 
to  the  colonial  Government  the  serious 
injury  which  is  being  inflicted,  not  only 
on  commerce  but  on  the  interest  of 
Malta  by  the  action  of  the  Government, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  if  my  remonstrances 
may  induce  them  to  adopt  a  more 
reasonable  course. 


INDIAN  FAMINE  (SALE  OF  SILVER.) 

Me.  J.  M.  MACLEAK  <Cardifl^  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether,  as  the  Indian  peasantry  will  be 
compelled  by  the  famine  to  sell  their 
hoards  of  silver  at  a  heavy  losis  through 
the  mints  being  closed  and  the  depre- 
ciation of  silver  bullion,  it  will  bepossible 
to  make  arrangements  at  the  Government 


treasuries  in  the  fomine  districts  for  the 
purchase  sUver  ornaments  at  a  fixed 
price  per  ounce  1 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  Tbit 
form  of  relief  suggested  in  my  hon. 
Friend's  question  is  not  one  that  I  am 
prepared  to  recommend  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  for,  amongst  other  dis- 
advantages, it  is  open  to  this  practical 
difficulty,  that,  if  it  were  onoe  known 
that  the  Government  would  purchase 
silver  ornaments  at  a  price  above  their 
market  value,  those  who  would  derive 
most  ben^t  from  this  philanthropic  ven- 
ture would  be  well-to-do  persons  who 
could  purchase  silver  ornaments  whole- 
sale. I  may  add  that,  although  the 
divergence  between  the  exchange  value 
in  gold  of  a  coined  rupee  and  that  of  an 
equal  quantity  of  uncoined  silver  has  un- 
doubtedly increased  since  the  mints  were 
closed,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  silver  bullion  in  India 
has  fallen. 


IHISH  MAILS. 
Mr.  W.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  will  afibrd  the  Irish  Mails 
Committee  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  time  table  before  the  contract  is 
finally  approved  of  by  the  Postmaster 
General  1 

Mr.  HAN  BURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  will  be  happy  to  give  the  Irish 
Mails  Committee  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining in  detail  the  time  table  which 
has  now  been  fixed  and  of  receiving  per- 
sonal explanation  upon  it,  but  it  is 
desirable  that  any  meeting  for  the  pur- 
pose should  take  place  without  delay,  as 
negotiations  for  the  improvement  of  the 
service  in  Ireland  are  necessarily  con- 
tingent on  the  service  between  London 
and  Dublin,  and  have  already  been 
postponed  too  long. 

EOYAL  NAVAL  JRESERVE. 
Mr.  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  tlie  Admiralty  whether,  in 
the  event  of  the  strengtliening  of  the 
Navy,  it  is  intended  to  utUise  the  ■er- 
vices  of  the  chief  engine-room  artificers 
on  pension,  and  holding  Board  of  Trade 
certificates  of  competency,  as  assistant 
engineera  in  the  Naval  Reaerre  t 
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The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  W.  E.  Macartney,  An- 
trim, S.)  :  The  Admiralty  already  poaaeas 
the  nfecesaary  powers  for  employing  aJl 
pensioners  in  time  of  war,  and  it  is  not 
contemplated  to  make  any  special  pro- 
vision for  the  employment  of  pensioned 
chief  engine-room  artificers  as  assistant 
engineers  in  the  Karal  Beserre. 

Me.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
E.)  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  strength  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve,  exclusive  of  1,561  oflScers,  in 
1895-6,  was  23,740  men,  he  intends  at 
an  early  date  to  make  proposals  to  in- 
crease that  reserve  to  a  number  more 
nearly  approaching  the  reserve  of  seamen 
ready  in  case  of  emergencies  to  man  the 
fleets  of  several  European  Powers  1 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY :  "Without  going  into  the  figures 
of  the  hon.  Member,  I  may  say  that  I 
cannot  anticipate  the  statement  which 
it  will  be  my  duty  to  make  when  intro- 
ducing the  Navy  Estimates  for  the  coming 
finandal  year. 


TRANSIT  OF  CATTLE  BY  SEA. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Ctovemment  will 
appoint  a  Commission  to  inquire  into 
and  report  upon  the  best  methods  of 
improving  the  breeds  of  cattle,  sheep, 
and  pigs  in  Ireland,  and  also  of  improv- 
ing and  cheapening  the  transit  of  live 
stock  by  land  and  sea  T 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  As  at 
present  advised,  the  Government  do  not 
see  any  necessity  for  appointing  a  Com- 
mission for  the  purposes  stated  in  the 
hon.  Member's  Question.  With  regard 
to  the  tratuit  of  live  stock,  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  Uie  matter 
formed  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  a 
Departmental  Committee  appointed  in 
1894  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and 
that  Orders  have  since  been  made  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Ireland,  giving 
effect  lo  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee. 


TIlE.\SON-FELONY  PRISONERS. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  state  what  is  the  mental 


and  bodily  condltions-of  Fetherstone  and 
Flanagan,  who  are  still  in  Portland  t 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
The  health,  bodily  and  mental,  of  both 
these  convicts,  according  to  the  reports 
which  I  received  last  July  and  a^un  in 
December,  is  good  and  not  likely  to  be 
injured  by  continued  imprisonment. 

TOWN  TENANTS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  FIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  considered  the 
representations  made  to  him  by  a  deputa- 
tion asking  that  the  grievances  of  town 
tenants  in  Ireland  should  be  remedied  ; 
and  whether  be  will  introduce  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  existing  law  % 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  representation 
made  to  me  by  the  deputation  in  questuin 
referred  to  a  grievance  con&ied  to 
Ireland.  The  Government  cannot  under- 
take to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
subject,  and  I  thought  I  had  already 
made  this  plain  to  the  hon.  Member. 

MAURITIUS  POLICE. 

SiE  SEYMOUR  KING :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  pay  of  t^e 
European  police  in  the  Mauritius  is 
40  rupees  a  month,  which  at  the  present 
rate  of  exchange  is  about  £2  7s.  9d., 
while  the  European  soldier  is  paid  at  the 
rate  of  23.  to  the  rupee ;  and  whether 
he  will  take  steps  in  the  interests  of 
efficiency  to  grant  the  police  an  equally 
favourable  rate  for  home  remittances,  for 
at  least  half  their  salary,  as  a  compensa- 
tion allowance  1 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  There  are  no 
distinct  European  police  in  Mauritius. 
Theofficers  and  men  of  the  police  force  who 
are  Europaans  are  paid  in  the  currency 
of  the  Colony,  and  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  reason  for  treating  them  more 
favourably  in  the  matter  of  remittances 
to  England  than  other  Europeans  in  the 
service  of  the  Colony. 


MADRAS   INFANTRY  REGIMENTS. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  of  India 
whether,  with  reference  to  the  under 
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officering  of  Madras  infantry  regiments, 
to  which  his  attention  was  called  last 
Session,  he  has  caused  inquiries  to  be 
made  into  the  cause  of  the  constant 
depletion  of  Madras  regiments  by 
transfer  of  Officers,  and  its  effects  on 
the  efficiency  and  morale  of  the  Corps, 
and  the  best  way  of  providing  a  remedy ; 
and  what,  if  any,  explanations  have 
been  offered  or  steps  taken  in  the 
matter? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  I 
have  been,  and  am  still,  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Government  of  India  on 
the  questions  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
and  the  Government  are  looking  into 
the  matter,  though  I  have  not  yet 
received  any  fall  report  on  the  subject 
from  them.  I  may  say,  however,  that 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
circumstances  of  Madras  regiments  in 
respect  of  officers  differ  in  any  way  from 
thme  of  Bengal  and  Bombay  regiments. 


ROYAL   IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  iho  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  seeing  that  the  members  oi  the 
Koyal  Irish  Constabulary  in  the  cities 
of  Londonderry,  Cork,  Waterford,  and 
Belfast,  have  numbers  on  their 
uniforms,  he  will  explain  what  reason 
there  is  against  the  wearing  of  numbers 
by  members  of  the  Royal  Irish  pon- 
stabulary  both  in  the  cities  and  the 
country  with  a  view  to  their  identifica- 
tion as  a  security  against  crime  and 
outri^  t 

Mh.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
hon.  Member  has  raised  this  question 
on  previous  occasions  in  the  House,  and 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  explana- 
tions repeatedly  given,  both  by  myself 
and  by  my  predecessors.  I  must,  how- 
ever, enter  an  emphatic  protest  against 
the  last  words  of  the  question  as  con- 
veying an  imputation  wholly  nndeserred 
and  unwarranted  against  a  most 
exemplary  body  of  men.  [Ciieerg.'] 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  I  shall  bring  forward  this 
question  on  the  Estimates,  and  that  I 
shall  deal  with  it  at  a  generous  and 
reasonable  length.  [Laugher.] 

Sir  Seymntr  King. 


POST  OFFICE  FEMALE  CLERKS 
(DUBLIN). 

Me.  J.  J.  CLANCY  (Dublin,  Co.  N.) : 
I  bf^  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, an  representing  the  Postmaster 
Graeral,  with  reference  to  his  statement 
on  19th  May  last  yew,  Uiat  lower  salaries 
are  paid  to  women  clerks  in  tbe  General 
Post  Office,  Dublin,  than  to  those  in  the 
London  Post  Office  because  of  the  higher 
cost  of  living  in  London,  whether  it  is  a 
fact  that,  despite  that  alleged  circum- 
stance, the  male  clerks  are  paid  at  the 
same  rates  in  both  offices :  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Postmaster  General  will 
reconsider  hU  decision  in  this  matter, 
and  place  the  female  clerks  as  well  as  the 
male  clerks  in  both  offices  in  Uie  some 
position  as  regards  salary  1 

Me.  HANBTJRY  :  Male  clerks  of  the 
second  division  in  the  General  Post  Office, 
Dublin,  are  paid  at  the  same  rates  of 
salary  as  those  in  the  General  Post  Office, 
London,  because  these  rates  are  not  sub- 
ject to  any  Departmental  arrangement, 
but  are  applicable  to  second  division  clerks 
generally  by  Order  in  Council.  But 
other  male  officials  are  paid  less  in  Dublin 
and  Edinbui^  on  account  of  the  lower 
coat  of  living.  The  female  clerks  are 
treated  in  this  respwt  upon  precisely  the 
same  principle  as  the  male  officials,  other 
than  the  second  division. 


If  AVAL  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
(I)  will  he  explain  why,  out  of  the  6,028 
seamen  who  were  discharged  from  Her 
Majesty's  Fleet  in  189&-6,  only  1,372 
received  pensions ;  (2)  what  was  tiio 
average  service  of  those  not  pensioned  in 
that  period,  and  tlieir  aver^;e  age ;  and 
(3)  what  were  the  respective  numbers 
of  those  pensioned  and  not  pensioned, 
who  left  the  Navy  in  1895-6,  who  joined 
the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  t 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  :  The  answer  to 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  is  that  only  those  seamen  dis- 
charged from  the  fleet  in  1895-6 
received  pensions  who  were  entitled  to 
them  according  to  the  regulations.  To 
answer  the  second  paragraph  would 
involve  a  prolonged  and  labOTioua  search 
through  the  roisters,  for  which  there 
would  be  DO  compensating  advanti^  to 
the  public  service.   As  r^ards  the  third 
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paragraph,  I  am  unable  to  say  how  many 
of  the  men  who  left  the  Navy  in  1895-96 
joined  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  but  86 
men  who  had  at  one  time  or  other  served 
in  the  Navy  joined  the  Beeerve  in  that 
year. 

BELLEVILLE  BOILERS 
(ROYAL  NAVY). 

Mr. WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty what  is  the  total  amount  of  royalty 
paid  for  the  use  of  Belleville  boilers  in 
H.M.S.  Poioer/tU  and  Terrible ;  to  whom 
was  the  money  paid ;  and  have  the 
contractors  for  these  ships  handed  in  a 
bill  for  extcas  due  to  alterations  mode 
after  the  contracts  were  .signed ;  if  so, 
what  are  the  respective  amounts  1 

Mb.  MACARTNEY  :  The  total 
amount  of  royalty  due  to  Messrs. 
Delannay,  Belleville  and  Co.,  the  owners 
of  the  patents,  amounts  to  £5,250  for 
each  ship,  of  which  £4,383  (including 
£83  for  drawings)  has  b^n  paid  to  this 
firm  for  each  ship  to  the  present  date. 
Certain  extra  works  and  alterations  out- 
side the  original  oontracts  have  been 
uudertak«i  hj  the  contractors,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  ot  the  con- 
tracts and  the  usual  practice,  the  cost  of 
these  items  has  been  agreed  upon  and 
approved  by  the  AdmiriJty.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  state  the  amounts  so  paid. 

NAVAL  REPAIB8 
(H.M.e.  "BLACK  PlilNCE.") 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ndty  whether  the  remainder  cl  the 
work  necessary  to  complete  the  repairs 
oi  Her  Majesty's  ship  Black  Prince  will 
be  carried  out  at  Haulbowline  1 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  Further  altera- 
tions and  repairs  to  the  Black  lYinee 
beyond  those  provided  for  in  ihe  original 
contract  with  the  Passage  Dock  Com- 
pany, are  now  under  consideration,  and 
such  of  them  as  are  decided  upon  will  l>e 
carried  out  at  Haulbowline. 


FINANCIAL  RELATIONS  INQUIRY 
{GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND.) 
Sir  W.  DUNN  (Paisley) :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries 
Burghs  (Sir  Robert  Reid),  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
the  Royal  Commission  to  be  appointed 
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upon  Financial  Relations  ia  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  case  of  Ir^nd,  or  will  be 
able  to  deal  with  the  financial  relations 
of  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfocr,  Man- 
chester, E.)  :  1  have  to  say  that  the  same 
question  identically  was  asked  me  by  the 
Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs  on 
January  21,  and  I  stat«l  then  that  I 
could  make  no  answer  on  the  subject 
until  I  was  in  a  position  to  state  to  the 
House  what  the  terms  of  reference  were. 

Mr.  J.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  an  under- 
taking to  the  House  that  before  any  steps 
are  taken  towards  the  appointment  of  the 
new  Royal  Commission,  the  day  and  the 
opportunity  promised  for  the  discussion 
of  the  whole  subject  will  be  given  ? 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  hon.  Gentleman  means 
before  the  actual  appointment  f 

Mb.  DILLON :  Yes. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  Yes,  I  think  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  that. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will 
give  an  opportunity  for  discussing  the 
appointment  of  the  Commission  f 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  There  will  be  no  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  appointment  ^  the  Royal 
Commission . 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  I  did  not  mean  that. 
I  meant  the  discussion  of  the  general 
question,  and  when  1 

Thb  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  cannot  say  that,  but  I  shall 
be  able  to  state  that  early  next  week 
— possibly  before. 

Db.  B.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.)  :  May 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether, 
if  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  verdict 
of  the  new  Royal  CommissioD,  we  shall 
have  the  power  to  appoint  another  Royal 
Commission  1  [''Hear,  hear!"] 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY: Certainly— if  the  bon.  Gentle- 
man is  in  office  at  the  time.  [Loud 
Lmtghter  and  cheers.'] 


BRITISH  SOUTH  AFRICA  COMMITTEE. 

Mb.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  :  May  I 
ask  the  Leader  of  the  House  whe- 
ther he  can  now  aay  when  he  proposes 
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to  take  the  motion  for  the  appointment 
of  the  South  African  Committee  ^ 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  No,  Sir,  I  cannot  state  definitely 
at  the  present  moment  when  that  will 
be  taken,  but  I  think  I  shall  probably 
be  in  a  position  before  the  House  rises 
to-night  to  make  some  statement  vith 
regard  to  public  business.  I  confess  I 
hope  that  we  shall  finish  the  Debate  on 
the  Address  either  to-night  or  to-morrow, 
and  in  that  event  I  shall  know  before 
12  o'clock  to-night.  Of  course  J  shall 
make  a  statement  with  regard  to  Govern- 
ment time  for  the  rest  of  the  week.  Of 
course,  if  the  Debate  concludes  to-night, 
as  I  hope  it  will,  to-morrow  will  be  a 
private  Members'  day,  and  will  not  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Government. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUET  (Mon- 
mouth, W.) :  I  nnderstftnd  the  right 
hott.  Gentleman  had  said  previously  that 
theCommitteewouId  be  moved  practically 
as  soon  as  the  Debate  on  the  Address  is 
over. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  We  do  not  propose  to  have  any 
undue  delay,  but  I  should  not  like  to 
give  a  definite  pledge  as  to  that. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  In  the  event  of 
the  Debate  on  the  Address  and  the  South 
African  Committee  being  concluded  this 
week,  may  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  has  any  day  in  his 
mind  for  taking  the  Debate  on  the 
financial  relations  question  1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY: No,  Sir.  The  Education  Bill 
ought  to  be  introduced  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  of  course,  with  regard  to  the  financial 
relations  Debate,  I  am  aware  that  hon. 
Grentlemen  in  tlie  Irish  quarter  of  the 
House  naturally  take  a  special  interest 
in  it,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  do  all  I  can 
to  meet  their  convenience. 


MOTIONS. 


GBOCBBS'    OKKTIFICATES  (SCOTLAND) 
ABOLITION. 

Bill  to  abolish  Dealers'  or  Orocers'  CartifirAtes 
in  Scotland,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  \>j  8ir 
John  Leng,  Hr.  John  Wilson  (Govao),  l^Ir. 
Crombie,  and  Hr.  Dalziel ;  presented,  and  It«ad 
the  First  time;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  npon 
Wednesdav  Uth  April,  and  to  be  printed, — 
[BiU86.] 

Sir.  J.  M.  Mexlean. 


employebs'  liability  (foreign 
shipowners)  amendments. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  with  regard  to  com- 
pensation due  to  persoDs  injured  m  purauit  of 
their  employment,  or  otherwise,  where  the  action 
would  lie  af^nst  a  Foreign  Shipowner,  orderel 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Harold  Re(jtitt,  Sir 
Albert  EoiUt,  Sir.  Sydney  Buxton,  Mr.  Charles 
Wilson,  Mr.  Darling,  Mr.  Wolff,  Mr.  William 
Allan,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  John 
Bums ;  presented,  and  Bead  the  first  time  ;  to 
be  head  a  Second  time  npon  Tnesday  9th 
February,  and  to  be  piiniod.— [Bill  86.] 


OLD  AGE  PROVIDENT  PENSIONS. 

Bill  to  provide  Pensions  in  Old  Age  to  the 
Prorident  Poor,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Bartlcy,  Mr.  Maclean,  and  Sir  Frederick 
Seager  Hunt ;  presented,  and  Read  the  First 
time ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  npon  Wednes- 
day 10th  Fflbraaiy,  and  to  be  printed- — 
[Bill  87.1 


OUTDOOB  PROVIDENT  RELIEF. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  reltcting  to  Outdoor 
Belief  in  sickneBs  and  widowhood  to  the  Provident 
Poor,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Bartley, 
Mr.  Maclean,  and  Sir  Frederick  Seager  Hunt ; 
presented,  and  Baad  the  First  time ;  to  be  Bead 
a  Second  timo  upon  Wednesday  10th  Febraary, 
and  to  bo  printed.-  [BUI  88.] 


PARISH  RBOISTERS. 

Bill  for  the  better  preservation  of  Parish 
Begisters  in  Kngland  and  Wales,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Macdona,  Sir  Henry  Howarth, 
Mr.  Jebb,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Birrell,  Mr. 
MacNeill,  Mr.  Hosier,  Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge,  and 
Mr  Griffith' Boscawen ;  preeantei^  and  Bead  the 
First  time;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  17th  Harch,  and  to  be  printed. — 
[Bill  89.] 


RIVERS     POLLUTION  PREVENTION. 

Bill  to  make  more  effectual  provision  for  Pre- 
vention of  the  Pollution  of  Bivers  and  Streams, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Francis  Powell, 
Mr.  Wyvill,  Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse,  Sir  John 
DorinKton,Sir  Henry  Howorth.Dr.  Farquharaon, 
Sir  John  Brunner,  Mr.  Kenrick,  and  Mr.  Brigg; 
preeented,  and  Bead  the  First  time ;  to  be  Bead  a 
Second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
—[Bill  90.] 


BDVCATIONAL  ENCOWUENT  (IRELASD)  ACT 

(1885)  AMENDMENT, 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Educational 
Endowments  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  broug^ht 
in  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr. 
Hammond,  and  Mr.  Knox ;  presented,  and  Bead 
the  First  time ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  iip<Hi 
Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  91.] 
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poos  law  ofpicbbs'  sttpbbannuation 
(Ireland). 

BiU  to  provide  for  the  Sapenumoation  of  Poor 
Law  Officers  in  Irelaod,  ordered  to  be  brousht 
in  by  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Horace  Plonkett.  Mr. 
*  Harrin^n,  Sir  Jamee  Haslott,  Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
Collery,  Mr.  WoUT,  and  Dr.  Itobert  Ambrose  ; 
presented  and  Read  the  First  time  ;  to  be  Read 
a  Second  time  npon  Thnrsday  llth  Febmary, 
and  to  be  printed.— {Bill  92.J 


ORDERS  OF  TBE  DAT. 


ADDRESS  m  AKSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  QRAaOUS  SPEECH. 

[aDJOURNBD  DBBAT8.  SIXTH  DAT.] 

Ordered, — that  the  Order  of  the  Day 
for  resuming  the  Adjourned  Debate  ou 
the  Address,  in  answer  to  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  have  precedence  this  day  of  the 
Notices  of  Motions,  and  to-morrow  of  the 
other  Orders  of  the  Day. — {First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.) 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [19th  January], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty,  as  followeth :  — 

"  Mo*t  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dntif  al  and  loyal 
mbjecta,  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
oaeembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  tlumlcs 
to  Your  Majesty  for  the  gracious  Speech  vhich 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Hoosee  of 
Parliament." — ( FUeouitt  Folkftotie.) 

Question  again  proposed, — Debate 
remmed. 

INDIAN  FAHIHB. 

Sib  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN 
(Banffshire)  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the 
Question,  to  add  the  vords :  — 

"And  we  humbly  pray  that  Your  Majesty 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  that  a  fuU 
and  independent  Inquiry  shall  forthwith  be 
mode  into  the  condition  of  the  masses  of  the 
Indian  people,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
caosea  by  reason  of  which  they  are  helpless  to 
reaist  even  the  first  attacks  of  fanime  and 
pestil'.nce." 

He  said  he  was  sure  India  would  feel 
grateful  for  the  expressions  of  sympathy 
contained  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  for 
the  aaiurances  that  the  State  would  do 


all  in  its  power  to  save  life.  But  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  move  his  Amendment 
because  the  Government  did  not  seem 
fully  to  realise  the  nature  and  magnitude 
of  the  calamity.  The  methods  of  State 
relief  adopted  sought  to  mitigate  the  out- 
ward symptoms,  but  they  did  not  tend 
to  remove  the  cause  of  the  evil,  which 
was  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  masses. 
So  far  from  removing  this  evil,  the  ex- 
penditure on  famine  relief  aggravated  it 
He  did  not  know  how  much  would  be 
spent,  whether  three  millions,  or  six  mil- 
lions, or  three  times  six  millions.  But 
where  would  this  money  come  from  I 
It  would  not  come  down  from  the  clouds. 
It  would  have  to  be  raised  by  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  masses ;  the  dying  would  be 
fed  at  the  expense  of  the  hungry  sur- 
vivors, making  the  survivors  more 
destitute,  more  heavily  burdened,  and 
less  able  to  resist  hunger  and  disease. 
Also  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  pUce  promi- 
nently before  the  House  the  Indian  view 
of  the  calamity  and  its  proper  remedies. 
These  remedies  were  not  heroic  ones,  but 
they  proceeded  from  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  condition  and  habits  of  the 
people.  If  it  were  asked  from  what 
sources  Indian  public  opinion  could  be 
learnt,  he  would  say,  from  his  friend  Mr. 
Naoroji,  who  was  both  a  trusted  repre- 
sentative of  his  Indian  fellow  country- 
men and  a  true  well  wisher  of  British 
rule ;  from  the  Indian  Press,  and  from 
the  resolutions  of  the  Indian  National 
Congress,  which  gave  voice  to  puUio 
feeling  in  India.  The  view  held  in  India 
with  regard  to  the  famine  might  be 
briefly  eipreaaed  in  three  simple  proposi- 
tions. The  first  was,  that  the  excessive 
mortality  in  times  of  famine  was  owing 
to  the  chronic  destitution  of  the  masses, 
who  existed  precariously  on  the  vei^e  of 
subsistence.  He  hoped  that  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
would  not  deny  the  truth  of  this  proposi- 
tion. It  was  true  that  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  the  bause  of  the  famine  was 
declared  to  be  the  "failure  of  the  autumn 
rains,"  but  he  assumed  that  was  only 
stated  as  the  immediate  cause,  the  last 
straw  which  broke  the  camel's  back,  and 
that  the  noblo  Lord  looked  further  back 
for  the  causes  of  the  ryot's  feeble  powers 
of  resistance.  How,  indeed,  could  the 
proposition  be  denied  1  For  it  stood  to 
reason  that  the  population  must  be  living 
from  hand  to  mouth  if,  on  account  of 
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failure  of  one  harreBt,  they  died  of 
hunger,  not  by  hundreds  and  thousands, 
but  by  hundreds  of  thousands  and  (mil- 
lions. If,  however,  the  extreme  destitu- 
tion of  the  people  was  denied,  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  call  for  inquiry 
and  insist  on  this  issue  being  fairly  tried, 
as  between  official  optimism  on  the  one 
hand  and  unanimous  Indian  public 
opinion  on  the  other.  His  second  pro- 
position was,  that  mortality  from  famine 
would  practically  be  prevented  if  the 
Tyofc  possessed  a  store  of  food,  money, 
or  credit  sufficient  to  tide  over  one 
failure  of  harvest.  This  proposition 
seemed  to  be  self-evident.  For  men  did  not 
die  from  hunger  out  of  mere  perversity, 
but  because  they  had  neither  food  in 
their  houses  to  eat,  nor  money  to 
buy  it,  nor  credit  to  borrow  it. 
As  a  class  the  ryot  had  not  only  nothing, 
but  much  less  than  nothing,  being  hope- 
lessly in  debt  to  the  village  money-lender. 
He  remembered  that  in  the  early  part  of 
his  service  in  India  every  ryot,  however 
poor,  had  a  little  store  of  grain  put  away 
in  a  store  room  under  his  house  sufficient 
to  last  his  family  two  or  three  years. 
But  that  was  now  impossible,  for  we  had 
set  up  Debt  Courts  upon  the  Europesn 
model,  and  these  little  stores  were  swept 
away  by  the  Ixulifis  in  execution  of  de- 
crees. The  first  step  towards  helping  the 
ryot  was  to  release  him  from  this  bon- 
dage to  the  money-lender.  His  third  and 
last  proposition  was  a  more  hopeful  one, 
end  it  was  this,  that  if  certain  simple 
remedies  were  applied  in  the  village  ad- 
minstration  the  ryot  would  not  only  pos- 
sess a  sufficient  store,  but  might  become 
comparatively  wealthy.  In  approaching 
the  question  of  the  ryot's  condition  the 
ira^iortant  fact  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that,  although  India  was  at  present  a 
very  poor  country,  she  possessed  almost 
boundless  possibilitiea  of  wealth.  She 
had  a  fertile  soil,  an  unfailing  sun,  and 
abundance  of  labour,  skilful  and  cheap. 
All  she  wanted  was  working  capital.  If 
the  i70t  had  that  in  sufficiency,  at 
reasonable  rates,  to  provide  himself  with 
water  'and  manure,  he  would  turn  all 
India  into  a  garden.  He  had  seen  this 
operation  going  on  near  Poona,  where 
land  that  produced  a  crop  of  millet  worth 
perhaps  lOs.  an  acre  was,  by  irrigation 
and  manure,  made  to  produce  a  crop  of 
sugar  cane  worth  i£30  an  acre  as  it  Btood 
on  the  ground.  And  such  was  the  skill 
Sir  William  Wedderbtirn 


of  the  ryot  that  whatever  crop  he  pro- 
duced, whether  rice,  indigo,  opium,  tea, 
wheat,  or  tobacco,  it  in  the  end  always 
came  to  the  top  of  the  market.  From 
these  three  propositions  would  be  seen 
the  nature  of  the  Inquiry  which  he  asked 
for  by  his  Amendment.  What  he  desired 
was  a  village  inquiry,  practical  and  defi- 
nite, in  order  to  ascertain  in  detail  the 
condition  of  the  ryot,  to  learn  the  causes 
of  his  poverty,  and  to  apply  remedies  to 
the  evils  from  which  he  was  suffering. 
The  inquiry  he  wanted  was  a  village  in- 
quiry, because  in  the  rural  villages  were 
included  80  per  cent,  of  the  population, 
and  because  the  village  community  was 
the  microcosm  of  all  India,  and  if  they 
could  discover  the  means  to  make  one 
village  jnosperous  they  held  the  clue  to 
make  all  India  prosperous.  For  such  an 
inquiry  no  imperial  Commission  was 
necessary.  The  local  administration 
might  be  directed  to  select  typical  vil- 
lages in  each  province  and  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  make  a  thorough  diagnosis 
of  their  condition.  The  Committee  must 
be  representative,  consisting  of  Euro- 
peans and  Indians,  officials  and  non- 
officials — such  as  were  appointed  to  the 
Deccan  Riots  Commission  20  years  ago. 
Their  investigation  should  be  of  a  micro- 
scopic kind,  to  detect  the  microbes  which 
blighted  the  ryot's  prosperity.  He  be- 
lieved that  those  microbes  would  be 
found  to  be  the  usurious  money-lender, 
who  should  be  replaced  by  ^icultural 
banks ;  the  Civil  Coxut,  which  should  be 
replaced  by  popular  conciliation  and  arbi- 
tration Coiuts  ;  and  the  harsh  and  rigid 
collection  of  the  revenue,  which  should 
be  replaced  by  methods  suited  to  the 
habits  and  wishes  of  the  ryot.  If  these 
simple  remedies  were  adopted  he  believed 
that  famines  would  be  rendered  im- 
possible. In  makii^  these  proposals  he 
did  not  desire  to  impute  any  bl^e  to 
the  noble  Lord  the  iSecretary  of  Stat©  for 
India ;  but  he  had  carefully  studied  the 
condition  of  the  ryot  for  30  or  40  years, 
and  in  this  great  crisis  he  desired  to  place 
the  results  of  his  experience  at  the 
disposal  of  the  noble  Lord  and  of  the 
House.  He  earnestly  trusted  his  proposals 
would  receive  sympathetic  consideration. 
T"  Hear,  hear !  "] 

*Mb.  henry  J.  WILSON  (York,  W,  R., 
Holmfirth)  seconded  the  Amendment. 
He  said  that  all  that  was  asked  for  was 
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■ome  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  something  could  not  be 
done  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  pre- 
sent terrible  state  of  affairs  in  India. 
He  should  be  out  of  order  were  he  to 
refer  at  any  length  to  the  subject  of 
famine  itself,  but  he  might  be  permitted 
to  say  that  they  all  recognised  with  satis- 
faction and  pride  the  remedial  efforts 
made  in  this  country,  and  that 
they  had  no  doubt  that  the  Govem- 
ment  were  doing  all  they  could  to  alle- 
Tiate  the  immense  mass  of  suffering 
which  must  ensue.  They  imputed  no 
blame  whatever  to  the  present  GJovern- 
ment  or  any  other,  and,  far  from  wishing 
to  complain  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  they  desired  to 
diminish  the  responsibility  at  present 
resting  upon  him,  and  all  Indian  Secre- 
taries. In  the  case  of  famine  prevention 
was  better  than  cure,  and  if  anything 
could  be  done  to  prevent  it  it  ought  to 
be  done.  The  poverty  of  India  was,  he 
supposed,  rec<^iBed  by  everyone,  but 
he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  as  gene- 
rally rect^ised  how  extreme  that 
poverty  was.  Poverty  was  a  compara- 
tive term.  He  remembered  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  saying 
on  one  occasion  that  India  was  lightly 
taxed,  the  taxation  being  only  half  a 
crown  per  head  of  the  population.  But 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  India 
half  a  crown  meant  something  very 
different  from  what  it  meant  in  this 
country.  The  wages  of  ordinary 
labourers  in  many  parts  of  India  were 
only  about  a  shilling  a  week,  whereas 
h^  £1  a  week  was  not  considered  high 
wages.  He  remembered  having  a  oon- 
versation  with  the  late  Mr.  Haridas 
Veharidas,  who  was  a  very  loyal  subject, 
and  a  Member  of  the  Roynl  Com- 
mission on  Opiimi,  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  in  the  native 
'states  and  under  British  rule  respec- 
tively. That  gentleman  told  him  that 
.the  native  Princes  screwed  more  out 
of  the  people  than  we  did,  but  that  their 
methods  were  more  elastic,  and  that  th^ 
did  not  press  for  taxes  in  hard  times. 
Our  methods,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
inelastic,  and  preased  very  hardly  upon 
the  ryots  in  times  of  scarcity.  If  some- 
thing could  be  done  to  prevent  these 
recurrent  disasters  in  India,  the  sooner 
that  preventive  was  known  the  better. 
If,  on  the  other  handi  there  was  really 
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no  remedy,  if  it  wab  in  the  natural  order 
of  things  that  these  famines  must  occur, 
it  would  be  well  that  the  fact  should  be 
publicly  known  once  for  all.  We  should 
then  realise  that  all  we  could  do  was  to 
strengthen  the  Famine  Fund  and  improve 
the  Famine  Code.  He  thought  that  the 
result  of  his  hon.  Friend's  drawing  atten- 
tion to  this  subject  and  initiating  that 
Debate  would  be  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  noble  Lord  opposite. 
*SiR  JAMES  FERGUSSON  (Bfanchea- 
ter,  N.E.)  said  that  he  knew  the  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  in  India,  and  was  fami- 
liar with  his  habits  of  thought.  He 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet 
in  his  wholesale  condemnation  of  the 
methods  of  administration  in  India. 
When  he 'knew  him  in  India  the  hon. 
Member  used  to  propose  very  much  the 
same  remedies  as  he  proposed  now,  and 
in  his  general  views  of  administration 
was  not  in  harmony  with  the  great  majo- 
rity of  the  service  to  which  he  belonged. 
The  hon.  Baronet  had  made  some  very 
strong  statements,  but  they  were  quite 
unsupported  by  evidence.  He  had  begim 
by  saying  that  the  Government  had  not 
realised  the  magnitude  of  the  disaster 
that  had  befallen  India.  Well,  the 
papers  that  had  been  presented  and  the 
statements  that  had  been  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  must  have  shown,  he 
thought,  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  and  the  Government  of  India  did 
realise  to  the  full  the  enormous  magni- 
tude of  the  disaster.  If  they  had  not 
recognised  for  many  years  the  necessity 
of  making  preparations  for  meeting  disas- 
ters of  this  kind,  the  present  ^unine 
would  have  attained  such  a  mi^itude 
and  been  so  far-reaching  in  its  conse- 
quences, that  the  mortality  would  have 
exceeded  any  known  in  similar  times  in 
the  present  century,  if  not  in  our  history. 
But  the  Government  had  been  preparing 
for  such  an  event  for  a  great  many  years. 
When  he  left  India  more  than  ten  years 
ago,  preparations  had  already  been  made 
for  a  long  time,  founded  on  the  Famine 
Commission  of  1878.  So  full  and 
thorough  had  those  preparations  been 
that  the  moment  it  was  known  that  over 
a  wide  extent  of  country  a  great  number 
pf  people  would  be  exposed  to  destitu- 
tion, the  most  ample  remedial  machinery 
was  ready  to  be  set  in  motion  by  an  order 
of  the  Government.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  the  excessive  mortality  that 
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occurred  in  native  families  was  due  to 
the  poverty  of  tte  i)eople.  They  might 
thank  God,  however,  that  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  there  had  been  no  excessive 
mortality  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity. 
A  correspondent  of  the  TimeSt  writing  a 
few  days  ago,  said  that  he  had  been 
passing  through  some  of  the  districts 
visited  by  the  famine,  but  that  he  had 
not  come  across  one  single  case  of  death 
from  destitution.  That  was  a  most  grati- 
fying statement,  even  if  it  did  not  apply 
to  every  district.  It  wob  certain  that  up 
to  the  present  time  the  deaths  had  been 
extremely  few,  and  that  happy  state  of 
things,  as  compared  with  the  incidents 
of  former  famines,  was  the  result  of  the 
preparations  made  by  the  Government. 
The  hon.  Member  declared  that  a  single 
year  of  scarcity  caused  deaths  by 
millions.  In  the  present  case,  however, 
it  had  not  caused  deaths  by  even 
thousands  or  hundreds.  The  hon.  Mem- 
her  also  said  that  starvation  would  be 
prevented  if  the  cultivators  could  have 
stores  of  food,  and  of  course  if  they  pos- 
sessed such  stores  they  would  be  able 
to  Avithstand  for  a  considerable  time  the 
results  of  the  failure  of  their  ordinary 
crops.  But  it  was  manifestly  impos- 
sible for  the  poor  cultivators  to  have 
the  necessary  stores,  for  they  lived  from 
hand  to  month.  But  was  their  poverty 
greater  than  in  past  times?  The  asser- 
tions of  the  hon.  Member  on  that  point 
were'  unsupported,  and  as  a  matter  of 
iact  the  ryots  were  better  off  now  than 
formerly.  The  hon.  Member  affirmed 
that  a  great  part  of  their  destitution  was 
due  to  their  indebtedness  to  money- 
lenders, and  that  that  indebtedness  was 
caused  by  their  taxation.  It  was  true 
that  the  cultivators  were  indebted 
to  the  money-lenders,  but  the  ex- 
tent of  that  indebtedness  was  not 
as  great  as  it  was  half  a  cen- 
tury ago,  or  at  the  time  when  the 
British  Government  undertook  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Peishwa's  territories. 
From  on  analysis  prepared  at  that  time  It 
appeared  that  two-thirds  of  the  popula- 
tion were  at  one  time  indebted  to  money- 
lenders, but  when  he  left  India,  not  more 
than  one-fifth  were  so  indebted.  The 
Government  of  India  and  the  local 
Governments  had  directed  their  atten- 
tion to  this  evil  for  many  years. 
As  a  result  of  the  inquiry  made  by  the 
Doecan  Agricultural  Ryots'  CommisRion 
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legislation  was  promoted  to  relieve  tho 
people  from  the  consequences  of  their 
indebtedness.  Coiuts  of  conciliation 
were  founded  on  Eastern  ideas,  and 
they  to  a  great  extent  had  prevented  the 
impoverishment  of  the  ryot  owing  to 
his  incautious  indebtedness,  and  had 
made  the  money-lender  more  .careful. 
The  Government  of  India  had  extended 
that  system,  and  by  irresistible  evidence 
it  had  been  shown  that  it  had  improved 
the  material  condition  of  the  people. 
He  said  without  fear  of  disproof  that 
the  system  of  land  assessment  which  had 
for  many  years  been  pursued  in  India 
was  more  fair  than  the  old  system.  The 
ryot  only  paid  according  to  the  capa- 
city of  the  land,  and  until  the  last  severe 
famine  in  Southern  India,  the  amount 
of  revenue  not  collected  was  altogether 
unimportant.  He  was  surprised  to  hear 
it  said  that  the  native  system  of  collect- 
ing in  kind  was  preferable  and  more  fair. 
That  system  had  been  abandoned,  be- 
cause it  was  found  to  bo  so  oppressive 
and  so  troublesome  to  the  people.  Native 
chiefs  had  told  him  that  they  were  most 
g^ad  the  old  system  had  been  abolished  * 
because  it  was  so  full  of  abuses  and  so 
oppressive  to  the  people.  He  had  him- 
self seen  the  grain  brought  into  fenced 
enclosures  so  that  tho  people  could  not 
touch  it  until  the  agent  of  the  State 
came  round,  tobk  his  proportion,  and 
carried  it  away.  If  the  agent  was  not 
honest  he  exacted  bribes  from  the  people 
to  measure  their  grain  in  such  a  way 
as  to  let  them  oft  more  easily,  and  under 
that  system  the  number  of  petty  exac- 
tions were  infinite.  To  restore  the  sys- 
tem of  payment  in  kind  would  therefore 
be  to  restore  a  crop  of  abuses  from  which 
most  liappily  they  had  rescued  the 
people.  \Cheer8.']  Something  had  been 
said  as  to  India's  immense  capabilities. 
We  had  been  developing  those  capabili- 
ties by  carefully  selected  public  works, 
and  if  the  present  terrible  disaster  did 
not  result  in  India's  great  impoverish- 
ment, it  was  because  by  carefully  selected 
measures  and  public  works  we  had  for 
many  years  past  been  setting  up  the 
surest  and  most  effective  system  of 
famine  relief.  Since  he  went  to  Bombay 
in  1880  the  railways  of  India  had  been 
doubled.  It  might  now  be  truly  said 
that  there  was  no  place  in  the  tracts  of 
country  now  threatened  with  the  famine 
which  was  more  than  50  miles  from  a 
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railway  station.  In  former  times  of 
famine  it  was  impossible  to  throw  grain 
into  the  countiy  because  the  water 
springs  had  -dried  up,  and  the  other  pos- 
sible means  of  transport  was  not  avail* 
able  because  pack  animals  could  not 
travel  throufih  the  country.  But  now 
the  grain,  through  the  natural  operation 
of  commerce,  flowed  to  the  threatened 
districts  like  water  running  down  a  hill. 
We  had  besides  constructed  enormous 
irrigation  works.  When  he  was  itt  Bom- 
bay they  constructed  three  enormous 
systems  of  iiTigation,  each  system  irri- 
l^ating  a  hundred  miles  of  country.  In 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  in  1877 
no  g;reen  blade  was  seen,  now  enormous 
tracts  of  crops  were  to  be  found  inde- 
pendent of  a  rainfall.  It  could  not  be 
said,  therefore,  that  nothing  had  been 
done  to  develop  the  resources  and  capa- 
bilities of  India  and  to  give  reasonable 
help  to  the  ryots.  The  House  also  knew 
tha^  the  assessments  were  not  harsh. 
Th^  were  carefully  regulated  according 
to  the  capabilities  of  the  soil,  and  in 
such  a  time  of  scarcity  as  the  present 
tiie  assessments  due  to  the  State  were 
suspended  with  no  sparing  hand.  The 
Government  of  India  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  wei-e  in  possession  of  the  most 
exhaustive  reports,  and  the  library  of  the 
House  was  full  of  the  results  of  previous 
inquiries  into  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Baronet.  In  addi- 
tion to  that  there  was  abundant  proof 
that  the  inquiries  had  not  been  under- 
taken in  vain.  Kvery  possible  means 
had  been  taken  to  relieve  the  necessities 
of  the  people  of  India,  and  to  enable  the 
Government  of  India  to  meet  this  great 
crisis  without  damage  to  the  people. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  commented  on  the  divergence 
of  views  entertained  by  men  of  large 
experience  in  Indian  affairs  as  in  itself 
a  proof  that  some  further  inquiry  was 
needed.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  referred 
to  the  inquiry  asked  for  as  a  wide  and 
far-reochii^  inquiry;  but  his  hon. 
Friend  made  it  clear  Uiat  the  inquiry  he 
asked  for  was  to  be  a  limited  one  in 
extent  and  scope.  Neither  "the  Govern- 
ment nor  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would 
deem  it  to  be  unfitting  at  this  time  to 
bring  the  question  before  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  would  be  of  some  value 
to  know  that  the  attention  of  Parliament 


had  been  drawn  to  the  condition  of 
India  at  present.  These  famines  formed 
a  terrible  incident  in  Indian  history,  and 
to  whatever  extent  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment was  able  to  improve  these  matters 
by>  taking  precautionary  measures  and 
in  spending  money  to  prevent  the  recm-- 
rence  of  these  scourges,  he  thought  it 
was  well  for  the  House  to  show  its  keen 
BjTnpathy  with  the  Government  of  India 
in  the  efforts  they  were  making.  They 
should  keep  themselves  closely  in  touch 
with  the  condition  of  the  Indian  people 
and  their  special  relation  to  the  recur- 
rence of  these  famines.  In  the  famine 
of  20  years  ago  he  found  that 
£11,000,000  were  spent  in  relief  works 
and  that  there  were  on  one  occasion  at 
that  time  no  fewer  than  2,590,000  per- 
sons in  India  obtaining  relief  from  the 
Famine  Fund.  Five  and  a  half  millions 
of  the  Indian  people  died  from  famine 
on  that  occasion,  and  £700,000  had  been 
generously  given  by  Great  Britain  to- 
wards the  famine.  He  feared  from  the 
reports  in  the  newspapers  and  the  in- 
formation given  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  the  state  of  matters  in  India 
at  present  was  approaching  the  serious- 
ness of  the  ftunine  of  1877-8.  At  pre- 
sent, according  to  the  noble  Lord, 
136,000  square  miles,  with  a  population 
of  37,000,000,  were  affected — quite  as 
large  a  number  as  were  affected  in 
1877-8 — while  the  number  of  Indian 
people  receiving  relief  was  on  January 
22nd,  1,750,000.  Those  facts  proved 
that  although  we  had  not  arrived  at  the 
pitch  of  disaster  reached  in  India  20  years 
ago,  there  were  undoubted  elements 
of  BeriouBness  in  the  presfflit  poulion. 
In  order  to  provide  agdnst  such  scourges 
in  future  they  must  ask  themselves  what 
had  been  done  in  the  past.  Now,  16 
years  ago,  after  the  great  famine,  a 
Commission  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the- condition  of  India.  That  Com- 
mission recommended  that  a  Famine 
Fund  should  be  started  of  £1,500,000 
a  year  and  extra  taxation  was  imposed 
on  the  Indian  people  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  money.  The  idea  was  that 
the  money  should  be  stored  up  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  providing  for  future 
famines.  In  10  years  this  would  amount 
to  £15,000,000,  and  so  this  might  be 
borrowed  on  its  security  without 
placing  the  country  in  a  worse 
position   financially    than    10  years 
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o/ffi.  Were  they  in  a  position  to-day 
to  Bay  that  that  had  been  done  1  No  one 
knew  how  in  the  main  the  money  had 
been  expended.  Part  of  it  had  gone  in 
the  Afghan  War.  He  held  a  strong 
opinion  that,  whetljer  war  occurred  or 
not,  that  Famine  Fund  should  be  left 
untouched.  It  was  alBO  clear,  from  the 
accounts,  that  the  money  had  not  been 
allocated  as  intended.  Of  the  total  sum 
which  had  been  raised  only  2  per  cent, 
had  been  devoted  to  the  special  purpose 
of  famine  relief.  On  irrigation  works — 
which  he  at  once  admitted  was  an  essen- 
tian  object — 10  per  cent,  of  the  funds 
had  been  expended  ;  on  railways,  60  per 
cent.,  while  18  per  cent,  hiul  been 
devoted  to  the  reduction  of  debt.  He 
could  not  help  regretting  that  on  the 
occasion  for  a  desire  being  expressed  to 
found  a  Mansion  House  Relief  Fund,  the 
Secretary  of  State  found  it  impossible  at 
once  to  concur  in  the  suggestion.  In  the 
Report  of  the  Commission,  which  was 
directly  referred  to  in  the  Dispatch  of 
the  noble  Lord,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
the  people  of  India  had  a  profound  sense 
of  their  duty  to  help  their  friends  and 
relations  in  times  of  distreu,  and  that 
this  profound  sense  of  duty  made  it  un- 
necessary to  provide  any  State  aid  for 
poor  relief.  But  that  very  fact  made  it 
all  the  more  necessary  that  in  times  of 
extraordinary  distreM  we  should  come  to 
the  rescue  of  our  Indian  fellow-subjects 
generously  and  without  delay.  For  the 
reasons  he  had  stated,  he  contended  that 
it  was  desirable  to  have  the  inquiry  asked 
for,  in  order  to  obtain  further  and  fuller 
information  as  to  whether  the  steps  re- 
commended by '  the  Commission  which 
mi  in  1880  lud  been  carried  out,  and 
whether  those  recommendations  were 
adequate  to  the  changed  condition  of 
India,  and  also  whether  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Famine  Fund  which  issued 
out  of  that  inquiry  had  proved  satisfac- 
tory or  otherwise. 

Mb.  M.  M.  BHOWNAGGREE  (Bethnal 
Green,  N.  E.)  said  the  views  expounded 
by  the  hon.  Baronet  in  his  speech  had 
been  so  fully  answered  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Membw  for  N.  E.  Man- 
chester that  there  was  nothing  left  for 
him  on  that  score  to  s^y  except  to  ex- 
press his  concurrence  with  every  word 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  uttered, 
and  also  emphatically  to  bear  out  his 
statement  that  the  payment  in  cash  from 
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the  ryots  had  proved  a  success  as  com- 
pared with  the  old  ^stem  of  payment 
in  kind.  The  object,  however,  with  which 
he  had  undertaken  to  trouble  the  House 
was  to  point  out  the  mischievous  effect 
that  would  be  produced  in  India  by  the 
acceptance  of  the  Amendment.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  represent  the  whole  of  India, 
as,  perhaps,  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Banff  wished  the  House  to  be- 
lieve that  he  did — [f/(«r«  and  iaughter^ 
— and  he  was  not  an  influential  member 
of  that  microscopic  body  the  British 
Indian  Committee.  \Laughter.'\  But  he 
would  say  that  the  mischievous  effect  of 
the  hon.  Baronet's  Amendment  would  be 
more  far-reachit^  than  was  supjiosed  by 
the  hon.  Baronet.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  At 
the  present  time  the  Government  in 
India — whether  it  was  the  Supreme  or 
the  Provincial  Government — were  doing 
their  best  to  meet  and  cope  with  diffi- 
culties which  were  not  due  to  human 
deficiencies,  but  which  represented  the 
visitation  of  Providence.  To  take  advan- 
tage of  such  an  occasion,  and  indirectly 
to  cast  a  slur  on  Governments  which  were 
valiantly  and  actively  coping  with  the 
difficulty,  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  not 
to  show  gratitude  for  services  which  were 
undoubtedly  entitled  to  recognition  by 
the  House  of  Commons  and  the  British 
nation.  [CAeer*.] 

Sib  W.  WEDDERBURN  :  I  must  point 
out  that  I  cast  no  slur  on  the  Govern- 
ment. I  even  said  that  India  would  be 
grateful  for  the  exertions  which  were 
being  made. 

Mr.  BHOWNAGGREE  said  that  he 
had  heard  of  three  cheers  being  given  for 
the  Queen  at  meetings  full  of  disloyal 
sentiment.  [Langhter  and  cA«r«.]  The 
hon.  Baronet's  Amendment  was  practi- 
cally a  vote  of  censure,  not  only  on  the 
Government  of  India  but  u[>on  the  India 
Office  and  all  the  provincial  Govern- 
ments. The  &on.  Baronet  said  that  the 
people  of  India  would  be  grateful  for 
what  had  been  done,  while  in  the  same 
breath  he  charged  the  authorities  with 
neglecting  a  most  elementary  du^. 
\Cheers,'\  The  hon.  Baronet  said  fhat 
his  Amendment  contained  self-evident 
propositions ;  but  the  whole  tenour  of  the' 
Amendment,  and  the  manner  it  which 
it  was  proposed,  were  simply  calculated 
to  advertise  a  certain  class  of  agitators, 
who  were  never  tired  of  impressing  upon 
the  people  of  India  the  inadequacy  of 
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British  rule  and  the  want  of  sympathy 
between  the  rulers  and  the  ruled. 
[Cheers.]  The  hon.  Baronet  said  that  he 
was  uttering  the  eentiments  expressed 
by  Indian  public  opinion.  Where  had 
Indian  public  opinion  called  for  this 
inquiry  ?  [Cheers.]  Had  not  that  opinion 
been  manufactured  in  a  small  room,  not 
far  from  the  House  of  Commons ;  sent 
out  thence  to  India ;  brought  back  in  the 
form  of  newspaper  articles ;  and  passed 
off  on  the  House  of  Commons  as  the 
public  opinion  of  three  hundred  millions 
of  people?  [Cheers  and  laughter.]  These 
proceedings  were  not  worthy  of  one  who 
had  been  a  Member  of  the  Government 
of  India,  and  who  was  now  a  Member  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  [Cheers.]  To 
show  how  the  innocent-looking  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Baronet  had  a  bearing 
on  proceedings  afar  off,  he  would  read  a 
sentence  from  an  bidian  newspaper 
which  had  arrived  by  the  last  mail.  The 
Chairman  of  the  National  Congress,  of 
;which  the  hon.  Baronet  was  so  fond,  and 
which  he  was  always  trotting  before  the 
House — [laughter] — said — 

"  that  the  fiunine  was  a  reasoo  not  for  holding 
no  SeBsion  this  year,  but  rather  for  perBiflting 
in  and  holding  it  and  making  it  as  grand  as  poa- 
riUe,  for  these  nuBeries  of  India  were  dae  to 
the  griQvances  of  which  the  Congreee  had  been 
agitating  the  redress." 

That  was  to  say,  that  the  want  of  rain 
in  India  was  due  to  the  grievances  of 
which  the  agitators  had  complained. 
[Cheers  and  lauffhter.]  By  the  next 
mail  news  of  this  Amendment  would  go 
to  the  people  of  India,  who  were  not,  as 
a  rule,  acquainted  with  the  procedure  of 
Parliament.  The  story  told  to  them 
would  be  that  the  great  and  only 
friend  of  India  in  this  House,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Banff — [laughter] — had  pro- 
posed something  by  which  plague  and 
famine  were  to  be  avoided  ;  the  Secretary 
of  State,  from  hardness  of  heart  and 
want  of  sympathy,  had  refused  the  pro- 
posal ;  and  therefore  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  tiie  authority  which  he 
represented  were  the  enemies  of  the 
people.  Knowing  this — as  the  hon. 
Baronet  must  know  it — and  if  he  did  not 
he  was  sorry  for  him — [laughter] — was 
he  right  in  bringing  forward  the  Amend- 
ment at  all?  Tho  hon.  Baronet  could 
not  exist  without  bringing  forward  some 
Aroaidment  at  the  be^nning  of  the  Ses- 
sion and  again  at  the  md,  with  a  Motion 


for  the  Adjournment  of  the  House  in 
between — and  all  without  the  sympathy 
of  his  own  leaders — for  the  piuTJose  of 
using  poor  India  as  a  handle  fo^  obstruc- 
tion of  the  Government  which  he  did  not 
support.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "  and  cries  of 
"  Oh  1  "J  Last  year,  he  remembered, 
when  the  opportunity  occurred  for  sub- 
mitting a  Motion  with  regard  to  the 
Cotton  Duties,  the  hon.  Baronet  told 
him  that  he  could  not  undoiake  it,  as 
he  had  not  studied  the  question.  But  at 
a  later  day,  when  every  five  minutes 
were  valuable,  the  hon.  Baronet  chose 
to  bring  forw&rd  a  sickly,  paltry  Motion 
— [laughter,  and  cheers] — on,  the  subject 
which  was  quite  beside  the  main  issue. 
And  the-  story  that  went  to  India,  of 
course,  was  that  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
been  trying  to  do  some  great  service  to 
the  down-trodden  three  hundred  millions, 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
ConserTative  Party  would  not  hear  of  it. 
There  was  anothor  reason  why  this 
Amendment  had  been  lHt>uB;ht  forth. 
This  great  body,  the  National  Congress, 
with  the  pure  and  simple  objects  of 
which  he  was  in  perfect  agreement — 
[Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh !  "]- — but  with 
the  motives  and  methiods  of  which  he 
certainly  quarrelled,  was  mixed  up  with 
it.  The  Congress  was  represented  by  a 
microscopic  body  called  the  British  India 
Committee,  which  gathered  up  a  few 
schoolboys  studying  for  the  Bar — • 
[laugfUer] — and  the  great  l^hts  of  which 
were  the  hon.  Member  for  Banff  and  the 
other  hon.  Gratleman  whom  his  consti- 
tuents would  not  again  return.  [Laugh- 
ter.] ■  This  Committee,  in  confidential 
letters  which  somehow  became  public, 
applied  to  the  Congress  to  be  supplied 
with  the  hard  cash  without  which  it 
could  not  carry  on  its  great  woi^  ia 
Parliament.  And  when  this  ^peal  for 
hard  cash  was  not  responded  to,  the 
Committee,  hy  measures  such  as  this 
Amendment,  tried  to  impress  its  impor- 
tance and  i^  existmce  on  the  people  of 
India.  The  complaint  of  this  Committee 
was,  "  We  have  piped  unto  you,  and  ye 
will  not  dance ;  we  have  mourned  unto 
you,  and  ye  have  not  lamented."  [Laugh- 
ter.] He  hoped  it  was  the  last  time  that 
he  should  have  the  painful  duty  of  pro- 
testing against  these  manoeuvres,  which 
did  no  good  to  India,  and  promoted  dis- 
satisfaction in  the  place  of  the  gratitude 
for  which  the  British  Govemmeat  had 
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established  a  claim  on  the  Indian  people. 
[Cheers.]  He  wished  to  express  the  great 
satisfaction  and  contentment  which  pre- 
Tiiiled  In  India  in  relation  to  the 
measures  which  had  been  adopted  to 
arrest  the  great  diBaster  and  famine. 
Through  the  length  and  breadth  of  India 
there  was  gratitude  to  the  British  nation 
for  coming  forward  so  liberally  to  meet 
the  needs  of  India.  He  was  expressing 
the  sincere  and  heartfelt  satisfaction 
which  he  had  heard  and  witnessed 
throughout  tho  country  to  the  British 
nation  at  large.  [(7/teer«.] 

Mr.  C.  E.  SCHWANiN  (Manchester, 
N.)  said  it  was  not  ditficult  to  find  the 
cause  for  the  splenetic  utterance  of  the 
hon.  Mcmb^  who  had  just  sat  down. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  recently  re- 
turned from  India,  Srhere  he  had  gone 
with  tho  expectation  that  he  would  be 
received  with  the  same  outburst  of 
popular  enthusiasm  that  had  greeted  Mr. 
Naoroji,  but  his  mission  had  been  a  com- 
plete fiasco. 

Mr.  BHOWNAGGllEE :  That  is  a  per- 
fect fiction.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SCHWANN  repeated  that  all  the 
popular  demonstrations  the  hon.  Graitle- 
man  expected  in  India  had  failed  to  come 
off.  A  people,  whethtar  they  were  four 
millions  or  three  hundred  millions,  knew 
their  friends,  and  it  was  absurd  to  con- 
tend that  a  small  body  of  men  could  have 
engineered  the  receptions  which  had 
beMi  given  to  Mr.  Naoroji.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "J  It  must  be  admitted  that  in 
the  administration  of  a  country  with 
300,000,000  of  people  many  questions 
arose  which  ought  to  be  brought  to  the 
ear  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  as 
the  opportunities  for  discussing  Indian 
matt^  wore  ifew  and  far  between,  he 
thought  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Banffshire  was  well  advised  in  moving 
his  Amendment  tOi  the  Address.  He  was 
glad  that,  BO  far  as  the  objects  of  the 
Indian  Congress  were  concerned,  they 
had  the  full  sympathy  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bethnal  Green.  Those  Members 
of  the  House  who  were  members  of  the 
Congress  were  in  some  respects  but  the 
mouthpiece  of  Uie  facts  and  details 
and  figures  sent  to  them  horn,  India. 
[Ministerial  ironical  cheers.]  He  did 
pot  see  how  anyone  could  find  fault  with 
the  Amendment.  Of  course  no  supporter 
of  the  Amendment  expected  that  the 
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Government  could  regulate  the  weather, 
which  y>'Z»  the  great  cause  of  famine  in 
India ;  but  tui  inquiry  might  lead  to  the 
devising  of  means  for  ameliorating  the 
sad  condition  of  millions  of  the  people  of 
that  country. 

•The  SECRETARY  oir  STATE  foe. 
INDIA     (Lord    Gborob  Hakilton, 

Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  speech  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Banffshire 
was  a  great  surpriso  to  me.  It  is  im- 
possible to  reconcile  the  hon.  Member's 
speech  with  the  Amendment  he  asks  the 
House  to  accept.   The  Amendment  asks 

"that  a  free  and  indei)endent  Inquiry  shall 
forthwith  be  made  mto  the  condition  of  the 
masses  of  the  Indian  people." 

At  the  present  moment  the  Government 
of  India  are  engaged  in  what  is  univer- 
sally admitted  to  be  ono  of  tho  most 
enormous  and  diflicult  tasks  that  has 
ever  been  imposed  upon  the  Indian  Ad- 
ministration on  behalf  of  suffering 
humanity,  and  one  which  imj^ses  a  strain 
upon  the  whole  administrative  machinery 
of  the  country  that  it  can  scarcely  stand. 
And  yet  the  hon.  Baronet  comes  down 
to  the  House  and  proposes  that  a  certain 
portion  of  the  forces  of  the  Indian  Got- 
ernment  which  are  now  warring  a^nst 
the  advances  of  famine  and  plague  shall  be 
removed  from,  tho  region  of  action  to 
the  region  of  speculation,  and  required 
to  devote  their  attention  not  to  the  con- 
sequences uf  famine  but  to  the  causes 
of  famine.  [Ministerial  cheers.]  A 
more  inopportune  moment  for  such  a 
proposal  could  not  be  imagined.  Let 
the  hon.  Baronet  reflect  on  the  meaning 
of  his  Amendment.  It  asks  for  a  full 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  masses 
of  the  i>eople  of  India.  The  masses  of 
the  Indian  people  constitute  one-fifth 
the  total  population  of  the  globe.  This 
inquiry  would  enable  every  single  act  of 
the  whole  administration  of  India — 
judicial,  administrative,  and  financial — 
to  be  brought  under  the  survey  of  the 
persons  conducting  the  investigation. 
They  would  be  enabled  to  go  also  into 
every  custom,  tradition,  or  habit  of 
these  300,000,000  of  people,  and  to  dis- 
cuss even  eveiy  variety  of  tiieir  married 
life  from  polygamy  to  polyandry. 
[Laughter.]  A  more  vital  and  far- 
reaching  inquiry  could  not  be  conceived. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]    I  am  glad  to  be  able 
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to  saj  that  the  hoii.  Baronet  ntado  a 
nioro  senaible  speech  than  I  thought 
would  have  been  possible  on  such  au 
Amendment^  and  he  advanced  some 
practical  8u^;e8tionB.  But  what  the 
House  has  to  consider  is  the  Amend- 
ment before  it.  I  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal  Green — 
vho  made  a  ■v&ey  effective  and  proper 
apeeoK  on  the  Amendment — ^that  this 
Amendmwt  emanates  from  the  National 
Indian  Congress.  That  body  never  loses 
an  opportunity  of  attacking  the  Indian 
Administration  and  of  endeavouring  to 
diminish  the  influence  of  that  Admifiis- 
tration  over  the  people  of  India.  They 
passed  a  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
action  taken  by*  the  Indian  Government 
to  mitipate  the  Indian  Famine.  Every- 
one knows  that  the  Government  of 
India  are  leaving  nothing  undone  to 
cope  with  that  calamity.  I  say  the 
forces  of  civilisation  were  never  better 
oi^aniscd  than  they  arc  now  to  fight 
against  pestilence  and  famine — ["Hear, 
hear !  "] — and  those  gentlemen  who 
meet  in  the  Indian  Congress  know  that 
no  native  rulers  over  attempted  to 
oppose  tho  advance  of  famine  on  so 
largo  and  so  successful  a  scale  as  the 
English  rulers  of  India  are  doing  now. 
[Ministerial  cheers."]  Yet  those  gfintle- 
mcn  find  fault  with  all  that  has  been 
done ;  and  they  insist  upon  a  national 
appeal  to  the  country,  which,  howevCT, 
they  do  not  seem  inclined  to  initiate 
themselves.  Tho  hon.  Mcmb^  for 
Bethnal  Green,  who  has  just  come  back 
from  India,  vigorously  attacks  the  policy 
of  the  Indian  Congress.  I  am  glad  he 
makes  a  strong  protest  against  tho  absurd 
assumption  of  a  number  of  gentlemen, 
who,  as  has  just  been  admitted,  take 
ail  their  facts  and  figures  from  India 
without  analysing  them,  and  arrogate 
to  themselves  the  representation  of 
millions  of  the  people  of  India.  [Minis' 
tcrial  eA«r«.]  There  neiver  was  a  more 
preposterous  claim ;  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bethnal  Green,  who  has  the  confi- 
dence of  many  sections  of  the  Indian 
community — I  do  not  suppose  he  claims 
to  represent  them  all  [laughter] — has 
effectively  ridiculed  it.  ["'  Hear,  hear !  "] 
Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN:  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  read  the  resolu- 
tion of  tho  Indian  Congress  to  which 
he  objects? 


*LoRu  GEOllGE  HAMILTON:  Yes; 
it  is  the  following  reeolutiou : 

"  Rc-aolved, — This  congress  deplores  the  out- 
break of  famine  in  a  more  or  less  acute  lorm 
throQghont  India,  and  holds  that  this  and  other 
famines  which  have  occurred  in  retont  years  are 
duo  to  the  great  poverty  of  the  people,  hronght 
on  by  the  drain  of  the  wealth  of  the  cotutry, 
which  has  been  going  on  for  years  together,  and 
by  the  excessive  taxation  and  over  aflsesBment 
consequent  on  a  i>olivy  of  extravagance  followed 
by  the  Government,  both  in  the  civil  and  the 
military  Departments,  which  has  so  far  im- 
ItoveriBhed  the  ]>eople,  that  at  the  first  touch  of 
scarcity  they  arc  rendered  helpless  and  must 
periuh  unless  fed  by  the  State  or  helped  by 
private  charity.  In  the  opinion  of  this  congress 
the  true  remedy  agninst  the  recurrence  of  famine 
lies  in  the  adoption  of  a  policy  which  would  en- 
force economy,  husband  the  resources  of  tho 
State,  and  foster  the  development  of  indigenoos 
and  local  arts  and  industries,  which  have  prac- 
tically been  extinguiidied,  and  help  the  introduc- 
tion of  modem  arts  and  industries.  In  the 
meantime  the  congress  would  remind  the  Gov- 
ernment of  its  solemn  daty  to  save  human  Hfo 
and  mitigate  human  suffering  (the  provisions  of 
the  existing  famine  code  being  in  the  opinion 
of  the  congress  inadoquato  as  regards  wages, 
rations,  and  oppressive  as  regards  task  work), 
and  would  appeal  to  the  Government  to  redeem 
its  pledges  by  restoring  the  famine  insurance 
fund  (keeping  a  sepamto  account  of  it)  to  its 
original  fiwtini;,  and  to  apply  it  mora  largely  to 
its  original  purpose— viz.,  the  immediate  ruief 
of  the  famine-stricken  people." 

Everyone  that  was  at  tho  Congress  must 
know  that  that  resolution  is  both  un- 
gracious and  ungrateful.  [Ministerial 
cheers."]   The  next  resolution  calls 

"  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  poorer  classes  in  India, 
full  40  millions  of  whom,  according  to  high 
official  authority,  drag  out  a  miserable  existence 
on  the  verge  of  starvation  even  in  normal 
years," 

and  suf^ests  that  they  should  be  ci- 
eniptcd  from  the  payment  of  income 
taxes.  I  do  not,  therefore,  wonder  that 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green 
should  cuter  a  vigorous  protest  ogainst 
this  preposterous  assumption  on  the  part 
of  a  committee  sitting  iu  England, 
and  I  am  certun  that  when  his 
speech  is  read  in  India,  it  will  be 
acceptable  to  very  laj^e  masses  of  the 
people  of  that  coxmtry.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
Now,  Sir,  the  hon.  Baronet  seemed  to 
indicate  that  if  the  inquiry  was  made  and 
effect  given  to  the  recommendations  of 
such  a  body,  it  would  be  possible  to  stop 
famine  in  India.  I  contest  that  alto- 
gether.   It  is  much  better  to  look  facts 
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in  the  face.  An  hon.  Member  who  sup- 
ported him  described  famines  as  terrible 
and  inevitable  incidents  in  India.  I 
thought  that  was  a  happy  expression. 
Famines  are  terrible  iind  inevitabla  in- 
cidents. I  think  it  is  a  mistake,  and 
is  wrong  for  any  Member  of  this  House 
to  hold  out  the  hope  that  any  remedies 
which  he  can  suggest  can  preTent 
famines  fpom  deaoUiting  India.  What 
is  the  problem  we  have  to  facet  There 
are  300  millions  of  people  in  India,  and 
over  80  per  cent,  of  these  are  entirely 
dependent  on  agriculture.  The  one  in- 
dustry upon  which  they  subsist  is  agri- 
culture, and  wherever  a  great  community 
is  entirely  dependent  on  one  industry, 
and  whenever  the  raw  material  of  that 
industry  fails,  you  cannot  avoid  great 
distress  and  famine  itself.  Rain  is  the 
raw  material  which  is  essentia!  to  agri- 
culture in  the  East,  and  whenever  rain 
fails,  not  only  is  there  great  scarcity  of 
food,  but  there  is  a  total  cessation  of  em- 
ployment. In  this  country  there  are 
many  diverse  trades  and  industries,  but 
wherever  you  have  a  community  which 
is  entirely  dependent  on  one  industry, 
and  if  the  raw  material  of  that  industiy 
fails,  there  must  be  intense  distress. 
Take  the  cotton  famine  in  Lancashire, 
that  affected  probably  the  richest  com- 
munity in  the  United  Kingdom ;  hut 
because  everybody  there  was  deprived 
of  the  raw  material  great  distress  en- 
sued. Therefore  so  long  as  India  re- 
mfuns  a  purely  agricultural  country,  and 
so  long  as  agriculture  depends  on  rain 
falling  within  certain  periods,  when  rain 
does  not  fall  then  distress  must  be  wide- 
spread and  great.  And  on  the  present 
occasion  the  difficulty  with  which  we  are 
dealing  is  one  of  a  very  exceptional 
character.  It  is  not,  as  the  Amendment 
indicates,  the  first  attack  of  famine  with 
which  we  are  now  dealing.  The  hon. 
Baronet's  Amendment  su^ests  that  the 
masses  of  the  Indian  people  are  helpless 
to  resist  even  the  finit  attacks  of  famine 
and  pestilence.  I  repeat  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  knows  that  this  famine  now 
occxu^  owing  to  a  total  failiure  of  rain  on 
the  top  of  a  niunber  of  bad  seasons,  and 
that  is  what  makes  the  position  so 
serious.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
famine  has  occurred  of  which  we 
have  any  record  in  which  there  has 
been  so  wide  an  area  of  scarcity  over  a 
district  so  large,  and  where  very  high 
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prices  now  prevail.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  there  is  an  enormous  improvement 
in  the  machinery  of  the  Government  by 
which  they  can  conquer  famine.  I  hap* 
pened  to  be  Under  Secretary  for  India, 
and  spokesman  for  India  in  this  Houso 
in  1874,  1877  and  1878,  and  it  is  most 
gratifying  to  notice  how  the  Indian 
Government  and  people  have  developed 
and  improved  all  their  machinery  for 
dealing  with  thrae  evils.  I  do  not  know 
if  any  Membw  of  this  House  has  looked 
at  the  Famine  Code  which  is  at  the  end  of 
the  Itetum' which  I  have  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House.  It  is  well  worth  studying  ; 
it  is  a  masterly  document,  which  has 
been  in  the  course  of  preparation  for 
many  years,  and  certainly  shows  with 
extraordinary  clearness  'and  detail  how 
the  forces  available  to  cope  with  famine 
are  mobilised.  I  {un  glad  to  say  it  shows 
that  we  are  much  better  able  to  combat 
the  .effects  of  famine  now  than  ever 
before.  I  go  bo  far  as  to  say  that  if  we 
had  had  to  deal  with  the  present  diffi- 
culty 20  years  ago,  the  mortality  that  is 
already  reported  would  have  been  enor- 
mously increased.  Whilst  on  this  sub- 
ject I  should  just  like  to  notice  one  or 
two  observations  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Denbigh  made  in  reference  to  the 
Famine  Fund.  It  happened  that  I  was 
Under  Secretary  at  the  time  the  Famine 
Fund  was  established,  and  all  the  papers 
relating  to  the  subject  presented  to  the 
House  at  that  time  bear  my  name,  and 
I  cannot  imderstand  how  any  body  of 
gentlemen  can  go  on  repeating  that  there 
has  been  any  infraction  of  the  promise 
made  by  the  Indian  Government  in  re- 
gard to  that  fund.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  has  explained  how  these 
charges  are  made ;  they  are  founded  on 
statements  coming  from  India,  the  accu- 
racy of  which  is  not  tested  by  the  gentle- 
men who  make  use  of  them  here.  Sir  John 
Strachey  never  eBtablished  a  Famine  In- 
surance Fund  in  the  sense  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  described.  The  position  of 
affairs  at  that  time  was  financially  some- 
what diificult.  Since  India  had  been 
transferred  to  the  Crown  there  was 
always  difficulty  in  establishing  an  equi- 
librium between  income  and  expendi- 
ture ;  and  then  occurred  a  series  of 
famines  which  entailed  upon  the  Govern- 
ment a  net  outlay  oxceedinp:  15  millions. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  if  the  Government 
Iiad  cveiy  ten  years  to  spend  15  millions 
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on  famines,  as  was  estimated  to  be 
necessary,  financially  they  were  in 
a  veiy  unsound  position.  And 
therefore  Sir  John  Stxachey  en- 
deaTOured  to  increase  the  resources  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government  by  im- 
posing a  certain  amount  of  taxation,  and 
he  proposed  hy  an  ing^ioiu  contrivance 
to  raise  an  insurance  fund  which  in  the 
first  year  he  estimated  would  amount  to 
£1,500,000,  or  a  crore  and  a  half  of 
rupees.  But  he  never  undertook  in  any 
way  that  this  should  be  a  statutory 
Famine  Fund,  and  that  the  money  should 
be  placed  in  a  box  and  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate ;  on  the  contrary,  right  through- 
out his  speech  he  combated  that  view. 
He  went  further.  He  was  a  man  of  ex- 
ceptional ability  and  of  rare  adminis- 
trative experience,  and  Ihe  knew  per- 
fectly well,  what  any  man  in  this  Housa 
knows,  that  if  in  a  particular  year  you 
try  to  appropriate  a  certain  sum  annually 
to  a  specific  purpose,  emergencies  may 
afterwards  occur  which  will  prevent  the 
money  being  so  appropriated.  It  has 
happened  over  and  [over  again  in  this 
House.  I  recollect  a  Bill  brought  in  by 
which  28  millions  sterling  was  annually 
voted  in  payment  of  debt  and  as  pro- 
vision fon  a  sinking  fund.  Circumstances 
oocurred  under  which  it  was  necessary 
to  reduce  that  provision,  but  nobody 
contended  that  there  was  any  gross 
breach  of  faith.  Sir  John  Straohey,  to 
make  it  clear  tikat  under  certain  condi- 
tions this  money  might  not  go  to  the 
specific  purpose,  used  very  plain  language, 
which  has  never  been  quoted  in  full. 
He  described  how  he  proposed  to  give 
effect  to  this  intention.  "  It  is,"  he  said, 
"  the  firm  intention  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernment to  apply  the  funds  now  to  be 
provided  for  this  special  purpose  strictly 
to  the  exclusive  objects  which  they  were 
designed  to  secure."  Those  words  are 
always  quoted  and  cirotilated,  and  the 
last  sentence,  which  I  shall  presently 
read,  is  also  quoted,  but  the  intervening 
part  is  always  omitted: — 

"  In  loch  matters,  no  dottbt,  Goremmentfl 
cannot  fetter  thnx  successors,  and  nothing  that 
we  could  now  say  or  do  would  prevent  the  appli- 
cation of  this  fund  to  other  purposes.  Witliout 
thinking  of  a  future  far  removed  from  us,  events 
might,  of  coarse,  happen  which  would  render  it 
impracticable  even  for  ua,  who  have  designed 
these  meumea,  to  maintain  onr  present  resolu- 
tions." 


He,  of  course,  had  in  contemplation 
the  emergency  of  a  war  or  a  similar 
difilculty. 

"  So  far,  however,  as  we  can  now  speak  for 
the  (ntnre,  the  Government  of  India  intends  to 
keep  this  million  and  a  half  as  an  insurance 
against  famine  alone.  In  saying  this  I  should 
explain  that  we  do  not  contemplate  the  constitu- 
tion of  any  separate  statutory  fund,  as  such  a 
course  would  be  attended  with  many  useless  and 
inconvenient  complications,  without  giving  anv 
real  security.  tJnlf>sB,  then,  it  should  be  proved 
hereafter  by  experience  that  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  a  BDudler  sum  from  our  revenues  will 
give  to  the  country  the  protection  which  it  re- 
quires, we  consider  that  the  estimates  of  every 
year  ought  to  make  provision  for  religiously 
applying  the  sum  I  have  mentioned  to  this  sole 
purpose,  and  I  hope  that  no  desire  to  carry 
out  any  administrative  improvement,  however 
urgent,  or  any  fiscal  reform,  however  wise,  will 
tempt  the  Ooverament  to  neglect  this  sacred 
trust." 

["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Not  a  farthing  of  this 
money  has  ever  been  appropriated  to 
carry  out  any  administrative  improve- 
ment or  fiscal  reform.  ["  Hear,  h«u-  t "] 
Since  that  fund  was  established  a  very 
lai^e  sum  has  gone  to  the  prevention  of 
famine  throughout  the  country.  Of 
course,  it  would  have  been  useless  to 
put  so  much  in  one  box  by  itself 
and  to  add  to  the  debt  by  borrow- 
ing an  equivalent  amount.  In  the  same 
way,  during  the  time  when  the  exchange 
value  of  the  rupee  fell  very  heavily,  the 
Government  were  compelled  to  m^e  a 
reduction  in  the  amoujit  which  applied 
to  the  famine  insurance,  but  the  out* 
come  of  the  arrangement  is  that  after 
20  years  the  Government  are  able  to  say 
that  they  have  realised  two-thirds  of  Sir 
John  Strachey's  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. Two-thirds  of  the  maximum 
amoimt  which  he  proposed  to  devote 
to  famine  insurance  has  been  so  applied. 
I  will  undertake  to  say  that  any  states- 
man or  financier  who  is  able  to  frame  a 
scheme  which  is  liable  to  be  affected  by 
nearly  all  emergencies  and  yet  who  at 
the  end  lof  20  years  has  realised  two- 
thirds  of  his  most  sanguine  expectations 
is  a  most  successful  administrator,  and 
no  allegation  o\^ht  to  be  made  .either 
against  him  or  against  his  successors  for 
breach  of  faith.  I  do  think  it  is  de- 
sirable that  this  matter  should  be  made 
clear  once  for  all.  No  famine  fund  in 
the  sense  suggested  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  ever  established.  Sir  John 
Strachey  from  first  to  last  muntained 
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tlmt  the  object  of  tluM  fund  viis,  if  pos- 
sible, to  reduce  the  debtj  and  he  con- 
cluded his  last  .speech  iu  words  i^ich 
exactly  desciibe  the  present  position  of 
the  Indian  Government:  — 

"  I  think,  mjr  lord,"  he  suiil,  "  that  rhitvc  now 
mado  it  eufficjently  clear  how  wa  prox>oefl  to 
apply  the  £1,500,000  which  we  hoitc  to  provide 
aa  an  insurance  against  fHmine.  We  shall  apply 
it  virtually  to  the  reduction  of  debt ;  and  when 
tho  calamity  of  famine  actually  arrives  we  hope 
not  only  to  bo  able  to  meet  it  without  throwing 
fresh  burdens  u^n  tho  conntry,.but  to  find  that 
uur  means  of  griWng  ellicient  relief  have  been 
inunensely  iniTDaacd  by  tho  lucful  works,  which 
wo  have  carried  out  in  tho  preceding  years  of 
prosperity." 

That  is  exnctly  the  position  of  the  Indian 
Government  at  this  moment.  ["Hear, 
hoar  1 "]  The  hon.  Gentleman  adced  me 
how  the  necessaiy  funds  were  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  cost  of  the  famine.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  Indian  Government 
are  in  no  want  of  funds.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  catastrophe  of  the  present 
famine  we  had  hoped  that  there  woxild 
have  been  a  large  surplus  this  year,  and 
■we  should  have  hoped  that  we  might 
have  then  been  able  to  remit  certain  por- 
tions of  tho  existing  taxation  of  India, 
but  in  view  of  the  expenditure  which  will 
be  caused  by  the  exceptional  difficulties 
of  the  present  sittuttion,  there  wilt,  no 
doubt,  be  a  deficit  at  the  close  of  this  year. 
The  position  of  the  Indian  Government 
to  meet  emei^encies  is  immeasurably 
stronger  than  it  was  20  years  ago.  The 
hon.  Baronet  states  that  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  of  India  have  deteriorated, 
and  are  now  less  able  than  they  were  to 
meet  pestilence  and  famine.  I  say  there 
is  not  one  iota  of  evidence  in  support  of 
that.  AU  the  facts  point  the  other  way 
If  the  hon.  Baronet  will  look  at  the 
reports  of  independent  witnesses  on  the 
various  relief  works,  notably  those  in  the 
Punjab,  he  will  see  that,  by  universal 
concurrence,  it  is  admitted  that  the 
people  are  now  able  to  meet  emer- 
gencies in  a  way  they  could  not  years 
ago.  From  the  papers  laid  before 
Parliament  it  will  be  found  that  in  the 
North-West  Provinces  the  people  are 
%hting  against  the  exigencies  of  the 
present  situation  with  a  cour^  and  con- 
fidence never  before  shown.  [Cheers.] 
Whatever  test  you  apply  to  India  as  a 
whole  you  will  find  that  the  community 
have  prospered,  and  that  the  mass  of 
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people,  are  bettor  off  than  was  the  case 
20  years  ago.  But  I  admit  that  there 
is  one  side  of  the  problem  which,  requires 
attention— namely,  the  enormous  in- 
crease that  has  taken  place  in  the  popu- 
lation of  India.  The  House  is,  perhaps, 
not  aware  that  during  the  last  20  years 
the  population  of  British  India  has  in-  * 
creased  by  CO  millions.  A  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  increase  is  due  to  annexa- 
tion, but  the  greater  portion  consists  of 
an  ordinary  and  legitimate  addition  to 
the  normal  population.  Scarcity  of  food, 
to  a  certain  extent,  always  prevails  iu 
certain  parts  of  India,  and  also  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  pestilence  and 
disease  which  affects  mortality  in  other 
parts.  Tet  the  Govbrnment  of  India 
have  BO  managed  affairs  durii^  the  last 
20  years  that  the  population  in  that  coun- 
try has  been  able  to  increase  more  thim  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  Of  course, 
there  is  always  in  India  an  enormous 
class  of  people  which  exists  entirely  upon 
charity  and  which  has  done  so  from  time 
immemorial.  But  contrasting  the 
present  condition  of  affairs  with  that  of 
20  years  ago,  I  say  the  people  are  better  ] 
able  to  withstand  emergencies  of  the 
present  kind  than  they  were  then. 
Twenty  years  ago  a  Commission  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  tbo  methods 
which  had  been  adopted  to  avert  famine, 
and  it  made  reports  and  suggestions 
which  formed  the  basis  of  the  present 
Famine  Code.  Therefore,  the  Govern- 
ment are  in  a  better  position,  as  pro- 
tectors of  the  people  i^rainst  famine, 
than  they  have  ever  been  before.  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet  that  th'j 
opportuidty  this  famine  affords  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  pass  without  our 
taking  every  opportunity  to  inquire  into 
and  ascertaining  the  best  methods  of  pro- 
tecting the  people  of  India  from  the 
recmrence  of  similar  calamities.  Ko 
doubt  the  reports  which  will  be  made  by 
the  Local  Governments  and  received  by 
the  Viceroy  will  contain  suggestions  iu 
various  directions  and  suggest  improve- 
ments. If  the  Government  do  their  part, 
may  I  suggest  that  the  hon.  Baronet 
might  do  his  ?  He  informed  us  tiutt  one 
of  the  great  evils  of  the  present  day  in 
India  was  the  manner  in  which  money- 
lenders made  use  of  Civil  Courts.  But 
they  are  represented  in  the  Indian 
National  Congress.  {Laughter.]  If  the 
hon.  Baronet  wiU  be  good  euoi^h  to 
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exercise  his  influence  to  try  and  induce 
them  to  make  humane  exercise  of  the 
Courts  of  Law  it  may  add  to  the  effect 
of  his  appeal.  I  think  I  have  shown 
that  there  is  no  need  for  the  House  to 
iR'cept  the  Amendment.  All  the  hon. 
Baronet  proposes  will  be  done  by  the 
Government  itself,  and  I  think  if  the 
House  were  to  accept  the  Amendment  it 
would  cause  great  surprise  in  India  and 
be  interpreted  there  as  a  censure  not 
only  on  the  Indian  Govemment  but  upon 
the  Government  at  home.  Wheers.] 

Sm  HENRY  FOWLER  (WolTerhamt>- 
ton,  E.) :  I  am  sure  the  House  and  the 
country  will  agree  that  the  first  duty  of 
Parliament  in  this  crisis  is  to  support  to 
the  utmost  of  its  power,  morally  and  in 
other  modes,  the  Government  of  India 
in  fighting  this  gigantic  contest  against 
two  great  calamities  which  are  fdmost 
overpowering  that  country  at  the  present 
time.  The  Government  of  India  is  con- 
fronted by  a  terrible  famine  and  a 
tmible  plague,  and  I  think  certainly 
there  is  no  period  in  modem  Indian 
history  when  the  Government  was  con- 
fronted by  two  foes  of  such  magnitude  at 
the  same  time.  Whatever  differences  of 
opinion  there  may  be  as  to  minor  points, 
our  first  duty  is  to  strengthen  the  Ad- 
ministration in  carrying  out,  as  I  believe 
they  are  carrying  out  with  the  greatest 
ability,  the  work  now  before  them. 
^Cheers.]  I  should  not  have  intervened 
tn  this  Debate  except  on  one  ground,  and 
that  is  that  there  has  been  an  amount 
of  misconception  and  misunderstanding 
with  reference  to  the  Famine  Insurance 
Fund,  which  cannot  be  too  soon  or  com- 
pletely explained  away.  We  see  and 
hear  ugly  words — and  if  they  are  ugly 
words  in  England  they  will  be  still  more 
ugly  words  when  translated  into  the 
vernacular  in  India — to  the  effect  that 
the  Government  of  India — not  merely 
the  Viceroy  and  his  Coimcil  or  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  his  Council,  but  the 
British  Parliament — have  all  been  guilty 
of  what  has  been  called  a  breach  of  trust 
— an  abandonment  of  a  sacred  irvat — 
that  something  has  been  done  with  public 
money  that  ought  not  to  have  been  done. 
That  I  know  to  be  an  absolutely  ground- 
less impression — [cheers] — which  ou^t 
to  be  removed.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Denbigh  indicated  what  I 
may  call  the  prevailing  impression  by 
apportioning  in  various  praxente^s  the 


apprupriatiuii  which  had  been  made  of 
the  fund.  He  stated  that  two  per  cent, 
had  gone  in  relief  of  famine ;  60  per  cent, 
in  the  construction  of  railways  (which  he 
thought  a  large  proportion) ;  and  the 
remainder  in  the  reduction  of  debt,  to 
which  he  took  exception.  As  the  noble 
Lord  has  explained  to  the  House,  the 
Famine  Insurance  Fund  is  the  surplus 
revenue.  It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  sinkii^  fund.  An  assumed  sturplus  of 
Rx.1,600,000  WM  to  be  applied  in  feur 
distinct  ways — first,  in  the  relief  of  any 
existii^  famine  in  the  year  in  which  the 
money  was  raised ;  secondly,  in  the  con- 
struction of  irrigation  works  for  the  pre- 
vention of  famine ;  thirdly,  and  prin- 
cipally, in  the  construction  of  those 
protective  railway  works  (to  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  who  was  formerly 
Governor  of  Bombay,  has  alluded)  which 
were  intended  to  alter  the  state  of  things 
which  caused  such  a  calamity  in  1877 — 
namely,  the  impossibility  of  conveying 
food  actually  in  existence  to  the  parts  of 
the  country  that  needed  it ;  and,  fourthly, 
it  was  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
the  Indian  Debt.  Why?  Upon  the 
veiy  principle — to  which  the  former  and 
present  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  have 
called  attention — of  the  Sinjting  Fund  of 
this  country.  By  paying  six  millions  a 
year  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer put  into  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  of  the  day  a  power  of 
borrowing  in  case  of  emergency  equiva- 
lent to  the  capitfd  value  of  that  fund. 
Therefore,  the  paying  off  five  or  six 
millions  of  debt  means  that,  supposing 
the  present  calamity  required  it,  the 
Indian  Government  would  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  borrow  nearly  six  millions,  prac- 
tically without  adding  to  the  debt  of 
India.  The  noble  Lord  told  us  what 
Sir  John  Strachey  said  when  the  scheme 
was  propounded.  I  will  read  what  he 
has  written  within  the  last  two  years 
on  this  question,  after  having  aeeu  the 
working  of  the  scheme:  — 

"  This  policy  o(  inBuranco  against  famine  was 
eimplo  in  its  nature,  but  it  has  been  constantly 
miaunderstood.  It  has  often  been  supposed  that 
a  separate  fund  was  coiutitntcd,  into  which  cer- 
tain Tevenaes  were  to  be  paid,  and  which  could 
only  be  drawn  upon  for  a  specified  purpose.  No 
Bucfi  impracticable  notion  was  ever  entertained, 
and  every  idea  of  the  kind  was  from  the  first 
repudiated  by  the  Government  and  by  mywlf 
who  was  responsible  for  the  origioal  scheme. 
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The  '  Famine  Insurance  Fund '  of  which  people 
have  often  talked  ne\-er  existed.  The  intention 
was  nothing  more  than  the  annual  application 
of  surplus  revenae  to  the  extent  of  Rx.1,500,000 
to  the  pnnKwes  that  I  have  deecribed.  Financial 
pressure  has  sometimes  made  it  impossible  to 
make  the  full  annual  grant  under  the  famine 
insonuQce  sdieme,  but  substantially  the  system 
has  been  Bucoessfally  muntBined.** 

That  is  the  story  of  the  "  Famine  Insur- 
ance Fund,"  and  if  Sir  James  Westland'B 
financial  statement  of  a  year  ago  is  re- 
ferred to,  it  will  be  seen  how  much 
revenue  has  been  set  aside  for  this  pur- 
pose. During  the  1 5  years  the  fund  has 
been  in  existence  Kx.l7,644,185  has 
been  appropriated  to  it,  and  only  in 
a  small  number  of  years  has  there 
been  any  reduction  in  the  sur- 
plus. In  the  years  1881-2-3-4-0  bhe 
whole  amoimt  was  appropriated ;  in 
1887-8  the  amount  was  suspended. 
In  1889  it  was  reduced  to  one  million; 
in  1890  it  was  one  million;  in  1891  it 
came  back  to  one  and  a-half  million; 
in  1892-93  it  was  one  and  a-half  million ; 
in  1894  itwa8j£l,489,000,and  last  year, 
by  the  Act  of  the  Legislature — the  wise 
Act,  I  think — the  amount  was  reduced 
from  one  and  a-half  million  to  one 
million.  I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the 
House,  but  I  should  like  to  give  hon. 
Members  the  facts  of  the  fund.  There 
has  been  applied  in  actual  famine 
relief,  £312,000;  in  the  construction  of 
in%ation  works,  £800,000 ;  in  the  conr 
struction  of  protective  railways,  about 
ten  millions;  and  in  the  payment  of 
debt,  over  five  millions.  And  Sir  Charles 
Elliott,  the  late  Lieutenant-Govemor  of 
Bengal,  who  was  the  secretary  of  this 
Famine  Insurance  Fund,  and  knew  all 
about  it,  after  expressing,  in  words  even 
stronger  than  those  I  have  quoted  from 
Sir  John  Strachey,  the  utter  delusion  as 
to  there  being  any  separate  fund  in  exist- 
ence, and  that  the  Government  had  no 
other  object  in  view  than  the  construc- 
tion of  these  protective  works  and  paying 
off  the  debt,  calls  attention  to  the  magni- 
ficent irrigation  works  to  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  has  already  alluded,  and  which 
have  been  constructed  between  1870  and 
to-day.  I  venture  to  say  that  there  ih 
no  parallel  for  it  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  [CAeer«.]  No  Government  has 
ever  constructed  such  magnificent  works 
as  have  been  constructed  in  India  for  the 
protection   of  that   country  gainst 
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famine.  [Cheers.]  Then  as  to  the  rail- 
way system  of  Ii^ia-  There  have  been 
something  like  10,000  miles  of  railway 
constructed  over  the  period  which  I  have 
mentioned,  and  Sir  Charles  Elliott  says, 
with  reference  to  5,000  of  those  miles, 
that  they  were  demanded  exclusively  al- 
most for  the  purpose  of  protection 
t^inst  famine,  and  he  shows  how  every 
one  of  those  railways  which  were  men- 
tioned in  the  Famine  Iiuurance  Fund 
Commission  has  been  constructed  and 
completed,  with  the  solitary  exception 
of  the  E^t  Coast  Railway,  whioh,  I 
believe,  is  now  in  hand  under  the  noble 
Lord's  administration  and  rapidly  ap- 
proaching to  an  end.  Of  course  we  are 
entitled  to  have  our  differences  of 
opinion.  I  have  a  strong  opinion  of  the 
goodness  of  the  Government  of  India. 
Some  of  my  hon.  Friends  do  not  think 
it  so  good  as  I  do.  I  think  it  a  wise,  a 
strong,  and  an  economical  Gk)vernment 
— [Ministerial  cheers] — a  Government 
wtuch  has  conferred  upon  India  untold 
bleuings.  [Ministerial  cheers.]  I  do 
not  believe  in  what  is  called  "  the  eco- 
nomic drain  "  from  India.  That  is  rather 
a  favourite  phrase  in  the  present  day, 
and  I  do  not  perhaps  accurately  under- 
stand its  meaning.  No  money  is  sent 
from  India  to  this  country  which  does 
not  either  repay  the  interest  upon  capital 
which  has  been  sent  from  this  country 
to  India,  and  which  has  been  employed  in 
the  construction  of  the  works  which 
have  been  such  a  great  boon  to  the 
people,  or  in  payment  of  services  amply 
and  richly  deserved  by  the  English 
Government  in  carrying  on  the  govern- 
ment of  India.  [Cheers.]  1  fully  appre- 
ciate— the  House  knows  that  perfectly 
well — the  very  hea\y  drain  upon  India 
by  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the 
iTjp^e,  but  Sir  John  Strachey,  in  the  book 
from  which  I  have  already  quoted,  says 
that  the  cash  advantage  to  the  people  for 
whose  use  these  railways  have  been  con- 
structed is  something  between  60  and 
60  millions  sterling  per  annum.  I  think 
the  entire  loss  to  India  upon  these  rail- 
ways, which  entirely  arises  from  the  de- 
preciation in  the  value  of  silver — because 
if  we  were  still  at  the  old  rate  of  ten 
rupees  to  the  sovereign  there  is  a  large 
profit — is  something  like  two  and  a-half 
millions  of  tens  of  rupees.  That  repre- 
sents "  the  economic  drain  "  from  India 
in  respect  of  these  large  works.    ["  He|u*, 
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hear !"]  Whatever  our  differeucea  of 
opinion  may  be,  I  think  we  shall  all  con- 
cur in  thiiikinp  that  the  Government  of 
India,  supported  by  the  Government  at 
home,  are  doing  the  very  utmost  to 
grapple  with  this  calamity.  I  hare  my- 
self gathered,  from  what  the  noble  Lord 
has  said,  that  he  is  perfectly  satisfied 
frith  the  effect  of  these  protective  works 
in  {nreventing  loss  of  life.  It  does  seem 
to  me  very  gratifying  that  no  loss  of  life 
has  yet  occurred,  and  I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  prevent  any 
human  being,  any  subject  of  the  Queen 
in  India,  losing  Ms  life  from  starvation. 
["Hear,  hearl"]  Then,  I  think,  when 
you  have  passed  the  starvation  limit  and 
come  to  compassionate  relief,  that  is  the 
sphere  for  private  charity.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  saying  that  I  hope  the 
(Jovemment  of  India  have  not  closed 
their  minds  finaily  as  to  the  question  of 
an  Imperial  contribution — [«/teer«}— not 
to  the  national  relief  fund,  but  to  the 
Indian  Exchequer.  I  onderatood  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  to  say  that  the  time  has  not 
yet  arrived  to  consider  that  question.  I 
quite  agree  with  him,  but  if  it  should 
prove  to  be  the  fact,  notwithstanding 
the  surplus  of  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
spoken,  that  this  famine  will  entail,  as 
I  am  afraid  it  will,  a  veiy  considerable 
charge  upon  the  revenues  of  India,  for 
the  loss  from  the  land  revenue  will  be 
considerable,  I  think  that  is  the  time  for 
this  House,  and  I  am  sure  this  House  will 
be  really  representing  the  people  of  the 
country,  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it 
made  a  contribution  in  the  case  of  the 
Afghan  war  to  the  Indian  Exchequer,  to 
make  an  Imperial  contribution  to  the 
Exchequer  of  India  in  aid  of  the  taxation 
of  India.  ["  Hear,  hear !"]  It  would  be 
in  relief  of  the  whole  people  of  India, 
and  it  would  be  a  sum  given  by  the 
whole  people  of  Great  Britain.  [CAmtx.] 
It  woidd  not,  in  my  opinion,  in  any  way 
interfere  with  private  charity.  I  am 
only  throwing  that  out  as  a  suggestion, 
as  a  hope  that  the  Government  have  not 
finally  made  up  their  minds  as  to  this 
matter.  There  is  one  other  suggestion 
I  would  make  to  the  noble  Lord.  It  is  in 
reference  to  the  question  whether  the 
money  paid  at  the  relief  works  is  entirely 
in  cash.  I  would  surest  whether  it 
would  npt  be  desirable — perhaps  this  is 
an  economic  heresy— to  consider,  though 


Gmcvms  Speech.  546 

it  was  an  unfortunate  word  to  use,  the 
introduction  of  something  in  the  nature 
of  the  Truck  Act  there,  so  that  you  could 
pay  these  poor  people  on  these  relief 
works  in  grain  instead  of  money.  The 
object  of  that  would  be  to  prevent  grain 
being  forced  up  to  an  extreme  price  by 
competition.  I  believe  the  noble  Lord 
is  perfectly  sound  in  the  view  that  he 
took  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
country  to  buy  and  sell  grain;  but  I 
would  suggest  whether,  as  in  this  country, 
under  our  administration  of  the  Poor 
Law,  a  certain  amount  of  relief  is  given 
in  kind,  a  certain  amount  could  not  be 
given  in  India  in  these  cases.  It  is  quite 
certain  the  Government  could  buy  at  a 
much  lower  rate  than  the  poor  people 
themselves  could  buy,  and  perhaps  of  a 
better  quality  too.  I  apologise  to  the 
House  for  having  detained  it  so  long. 
[Cheers.]  1  hope  my  hon.  Friend  will 
not  put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of 
dividing  upon  this  question,  and  will 
withdraw  his  Amendment,  which  can 
have  no  practical  value  at  the  present 
time,  and  which  would  be  very  much 
misunderstood  in  India  if  it  were  pased. 
["  Hear,  hear !"]  It  will  be  much  better 
to  send  forth  a  imited  message  to  the 
people  of  India  that  this  House,  repre- 
senting the  people  of  Great  Britain,  will 
do  all  it  can  in  order  to  mitigate  those 
two  terrible  calamities  which  are  now 
devastating  the  countiy.  [Gentral 
cheert.] 

*Hb.  J.  M.  MilCLEAN  (Cardiff)  said  he 
had  heard  with  veiy  great  pleasure  the 
expression  of  opinion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  this  country  should  in 
case  of  need  give  a  national  contribution 
to  the  Indian  Exchequer.  His  noble 
Friend  in  his  speech  referred  to  the  way 
in  which  the  Indian  Government  was  at 
present  enabled  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  famine,  and  he  said  that  there  was 
no  need  of  money,  hut  at  the  same  time 
he  pointed  out  the  very  great  pressure 
that  would  he  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
finances  of  India.  He  (Mr.  Maclean) 
thought  they  ought  not  to  underrate  the 
immense  amount  of  pressure  that  was 
going  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  those 
finances.  The  famine  would  cost  the 
country  a  good  many  millions  of  money. 
There  would  be  a  very  heavy  loss  in 
land  revenue  alone,  and  they  knew 
that  in   the  last  year   or  two  (he 
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Indinu  Guvcrntiicnt  hod  kud  to  im- 
pose frcHh.  taxation  iu  ui'dur  to  make 
both  ends  meet.  Now  if  there  was  a 
deficit  of  sereral  millions  of  money  owing 
to  the  limine,  how  was  the  Indian 
Government  going  to  find  the  money  ex- 
cept by  fresh  taxation?  He  did  not  in 
any  way  join  with  those  who  always 
talked  about  British  rule  having  impove- 
rished India,  but  he  did  maintain  that 
of  late  years  England  had  pressed  too 
hardly  upon  the  finances  of  India ;  that 
to  a  certain  extent  India  had  been  im- 
poverished, and  unfairly  so,  by  the  very 
great  burden  cast  upon  the  taxpayers  of 
India,  in  maintaining  such  an  extensive 
scheme  of  frontier  defence  as  they  were 
called  upon  to  support.  That  frontier 
had  l>een  extended  for  many  thousands 
of  miles,  and  millions  of  money 
had  1)cen  taken  from  the  taxpayers 
in  the  plains  in  order  to  pay  the 
cost  of  that  vast  scheme  of  frontier 
defence,  and  so  when  misfortune  fell 
upon  the  country  at  lai^,  those  tax- 
payers were  not  so  well  able  to  pay 
their  way  as  they  would  otherwise  have 
been  able  to  do.  He  had  always  main- 
tained that  this  enonnous  frontier  defence 
scheme  of  India,  which  Lord  Roberts  told 
them  would  not  be  complete  until  they 
had  extended  the  railways  to  Cabul  and 
Candahar,  ought  to  have  hod  some  sup- 
port from  the  Imperial  Government,  and 
in  that  way  the  people  of  India  hod  some 
real  chkim  upon  the  people  of  this 
country  for  asBistuice.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  listen,  when  the  time 
came,  to  an  application  from  the  Indian 
Government  for  a  national  grant  from 
the  Imperial  Treasury.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  said  he  believed  there 
was  no  precedent  for  anything  of  the 
kind,  but  there  was  a  famous  phrase  of 
Burke's,  "that  the  opportunity  for  a  real 
statesman  is  when  the  file  affords  no  pre- 
cedent." That  was  his  opportunity  for 
shoving  what  a  wise  and  magnanimous 
statesman  could  do.  He  believed  if  this 
occasion  were  ,seized  upon  to  impress 
upon  the  people  of  India  the  readiness 
of  this  country  to  come  to  the  help  of 
the  poor  taxpayers  of  that  country  when 
they  were  sorely  pressed,  it  would  have 
a  most  widespread  and  lasting  effect,  and 
gain  them  the  hearts  of  the  Indian  people 
more  than  any  other  act  of  theirs  could 
do.    We  must  remember  that  however 
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much  they  collected  by  the  way  of  pri- 
vate charity,  it  was  very  small  in  com- 
parison with  the  enonnous  expenditure 
that  had  now  become  necessary  not  only 
on  account  of  the  famine,  but  also  on 
account  of  the  plague.  He  joined  in  the 
encomiums  passed  on  the  servants  of  the 
Government  of  India  for  the  efforts  they 
were  now  making  to  save  life  in  thii^ 
country,  but  while  he  accorded  the 
highest  praise  to  the  district  officers, 
he  must  say  he  had  seen  a  certain 
holding  back  on  the  part  of  the  Central 
Government  which  he  veiy  much  re> 
gretted,  and  an  attempt  to  minimise 
the  awful  sufferings  of  the  people 
of  India  at  the  present  moment. 
The  Governor  of  the  North  West 
Provinces  of  India,  in  his  admirable  de- 
spatch of  November  23,  had  said  that  he 
was  anxious  to  hold  a  public  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions 
from  charitable  pensons  in  order  to  meet 
the  distress  omoi^  the  poorer  classes 
which  was  likely  to  be  caused  by  the 
famine  and  the  plague.  The  Central 
Government,  however,  after  taking  a 
whole  month  to  consider  the  subject, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  had 
not  yet  come  when  it  was  necssary  to 
tnke  that  course. 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  now  discussing  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  with  refers 
enoe  to  the  existing  famine  and  plague 
in  India.  That  is  not  raised  in  the 
Amendment.  The  Amendment  only 
deals  with  the  predisposing  causes  of  the 
famine  and  plague. 

*Mr.  MACLEAN  said  that  he  thought 
that  OS  a  c^ain  latitude  had  been 
allowed  to  other  hon.  Members  he  might 
be  permitted  to  refer  to  those  subjects 
which,  in  his  view,  were  of  real  moment 
to  the  Indian  people.  He  could  only 
deprecate  the  action  of  the  Government 
of  India  in  endeavouring  to  minimise  the 
effects  of  the  famine  and  plague  in  that 
country.  It  was  impossible  to  exaggerate 
the  Iiorrors  which  were  affecting  the 
people  of  India  as  a  result  of  that  famine 
and  plague ;  while  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
give  credit  to  the  Government  for  what 
they  were  now  doing  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tress in  India,  they  ought  to  look  at  what 
was  going  on  with  the  view  of  giving 
India  our  assistance  as  a  nation.  ["  Hear, 
hear!"] 
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.  Dh.  CLAItK  (CiiithiieBa)  wiid  that  he 
uruB  ill  India  during  the  {amino  of 
1877-1878.  The  Indian  Government  had 
then  created  a  special  famine  fund  from 
the  proceeds  of  two  new  taxes — namely, 
the  income  tax  and  the  asBessed  taxes. 
At  that  time  Sir  John  Strachey,  the  then 
Finance  Minister^  had  pledged  himBcU 
that  those  taxes  should  only  be  imposed 
for  a  year,  and  that  their  proceeds  should 
be  applied  only  to  the  r^ief  of  the  dis- 
tress caused  by  the  famine.  It  was  pointed 
out  at  the  time  that  these  new  taxes 
must  necessarily  cause  great  pressure 
upon  the  people  of  India,  and  the  only 
excuse  for  imposing  them  was  that  they 
were  to  bo  used  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  an  insurance  fund  against  the 
eflfects  of  famine.  It  was  urged  that  it 
would  be  most  unfair  to  impose  these 
new  taxes  upon  an  impoverished  people 
who  had  been  suffering  imder  a  two 
years'  famine.  Of  course,  the  asBurance 
that  vma  given  by  Sir  John  Strachey  at 
the  time  that  the  proceeds  of  these 
new  taxes  should  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  a  famine  insurance  fund  dis- 
armed opposition  to  the  proposal.  The 
pledge  of  Sir  John  Strachey  had  been  fol- 
lowed up  by  declarations  on  the  part  of 
the  Indian  Government  that  the  arrange- 
ment should  be  faithfully  carried  out. 
The  Indian  Government  were,  therefore, 
fully  pledged  not  to  apply,  the  proceeds 
of  thrae  taxes  to  any  other  purpose  than 
for  the  relief  of  famine.  It  waSf  how- 
ever, now  clear  that  that  pledge  had 
been  broken,  and  that  the  proceeds  of 
these  taxes  had  been  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Afghan  and  Burmese  wars. 
He  recollected  that  some  dozen  or  15 
years  ago  he  had  been  Chairman  of  the 
British  Indian  Committee,  of  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green  had  been 
a  member,  and  had  expressed  some 
strong  views — 

Hr.  BHOWNAGGREE  said  that 
there  was  no  such  Committee  sitting  15 
years  ago,  and  that  he  certainly  had 
never  served  upon  it. 

Dr.  CLARK  anid  that  the  hon ^  Mem- 
ber must  recollect  that  they  were  both  on 
the  Committee  to  which  he  referred. 
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that  he 


i    Mil.  BUOWNAGGUEE  sai'I 
denied  that,  such  was  the  case. 
*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Onler,  order  1  These 

personal  questions  are  a  long  way  from 
the  Amendment  before  us.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "J 

Db.  CLARK  said  that  he  had  only  re- 
ferred to  the  mattM*  as  the  hon.  Member 
had  made  statements  which  had  reflected 
upon  the  motives  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Banffshire.  The  noble 
Lord  had  practically  admitted  all  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  had  contenjled  fur. 
The  noble  Lord  had  asserted  that  there 
had  been  a  vast  improvement  in  the  con< 
dition  of  the  agricultural  classes  in  India 
during  the  last  .10  years,  but  that  he 
denied,  because,  in  his  opinion  the  im- 
proved condition  of  India  was  to  be  at- 
tributed not  to  agriculture,  but  to  nianii- 
factures  and  commerce.  They  had  now 
got  their  own  cotton  mills  in  Bombay, 
and  it  was  by  their  means  that  India  was 
becoming  prosperous.  However  success- 
ful Indian  agriculture  might  have  been 
some  years  ago,  when  the  prices  of 
ag'ricultxu-al  produce  were  high,  it  had 
Buflfered  greatly  in  recent  years  owing  to 
low  prices.  Another  cause  of  the  present 
prosperity  of  India  was  to  be  found  in 
the  development  of  her  coal  fields, 
which  enabled  Indian  manufactures 
to  be  carried  on  with  success. 
He  was  rather  afraid  they  were  poorer 
to-day,  because  they  were  probably  much 
more  in  debt.  He  believed  the  ryots,  in 
some  phices  in  the  protected  States,  were 
more  favourably  situated  than  the  ryots 
in  places  xmder  the  British  Government 
—that  they  had  really  a  higher  standard 
of  comfort.  The  reason  of  that  was  that 
the  native  Governors  considered  matters 
more  carefully  than  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  British  Government  might 
reasonably  be  compared  to  a  rack-renting 
landlord.  The  people  of  India  and  Bom- 
bay were  practically  tenants  of  the  State, 
and  they  hod  been  racked  by  the  State, 
with  the  result  that  there  was  poverty. 
He  did  not  desire  to  suggest  that  the 
Government  would  not  do  all  that  they 
possibly  could — common  humanity  de- 
manded that  they  should  ;  and  perhaps 

Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


551 


Addrese  in 


{COMMONS} 


Anstofir  to  ITer 


553 


the  noUe  Lol^  was  justified  in  prevent- 
ing private  charity  acting  earlier.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  if  they  erred  at  all 
they  would  err  by  spending  too  much 
instead  of  too  little  in  the  endeavour 
to  keep  the  people  alive. 


Question  put,  "That  those  words  be 
there  added." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  90 ;  Noes, 
217.  — (Division  List— No.  5— ap- 
pended.) 


AlliBon,  Robort  Andrew 
Atberley-Jooeo,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limarick,  W.) 
Bulow,  John  Emmott 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  8.) 
Barley,  Thomas  (Derbydure) 
Bngg,  John 
Buri^  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Clu-k,  Dr.  O.  B.  (Caithnoss-Bb.) 
Collery,  Bernard 
Cond<m,  Thomas  Josefdi 
Crean,  Eugene 
CriUy,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Daly,  James 

Dftlziel,  James  Henry 

Daviei,  W.  Reea-  (Pembrokesb.) 

Daritt,  Michael 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Farrell,  Jamee  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Flynn,  James  Christoi^ier 

Gibney,  James 

GKlhooly,  James 

Ooddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gourley,  Sir  Edward  Temperley 

Hammond,  John  (Cartow) 


AYES. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale* 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Healy,  TimoUiy  M.  (N.  Loath) 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon,  Charles  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Jones,David  Brynmor(Swansea) 
,  Jones,  WiUiam(CarnarTonihiie) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Enoz,  Edmund  Francis  Veeey 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Leng,  Sir  Jolm 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lo^tn,  John  William 
Longh,  Th<muu 
Lattrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Uacaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeilL  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
McEonna,  Reginald 
McLeod,  John 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Canaarthen) 
Mumaghan,  George 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (TippeEary) 
O'Oonnra,  ArOuir  (Donegal) 
0*Keeffb,  Frands  Arthur 
O'EaUy,  James 
Pickar^ni,  Edward  Hare 


Acland-Hood,  Oapt.  Sir  A.  F.  1 
Allen,  Wm.  (NewcunderLyme) 
Amold-FoTSter,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  SirEUia 
Asqaith,Rt.Hm).H6rbsrt  Henry 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Boird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 

BaUonr,Rt.Hon.A.  J.  (Monch'r) 
Ballbtu-,  Oenld>^lliam  (LMds) 
Bonbory,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Francis  Trees  (Windsor) 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach.Rt.Hon.Sir  M.H.(Bristol} 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfnll 
B^WMe,  Hen^  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bbownagxree,  M.  U. 
Bigham,  John  Chariea 
Bigwood,  James 
B^«ll,  Augustine 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Oriflth- 

Dr.  Clark. 


NOES. 

Bowles,T.Oibeon  (King'sXynn) 
Bnseey,  Albert 
Brodiick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
firookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Butcher,  John  George  . 
Carson,  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lancs.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 
Chamberlain,  Rt.HonJr.(Birm.) 
Chorrington,  Spencer 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth] 
Clougl^  Walter  Owen 
Codirone,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  B. 
CtwhiU,  Douglas  Harry 
Ctmen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUinga,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds) 
Cool^  Ft«d  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.W.  Baddiffe  (Heref  d) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
CurK.n,Rt.Hn.G.N.(Lanc5.W) 
Cunon,  Viscount  (Buck^ 
Dolbiae,  Major  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charies 
Dane,  lUclutd  M. 


ProTand,  Andrew  Drybnrgh 
Reid.  Sir  Robert  T. 
Robois,  JOm  H.  (Denlngh) 
Robecm,  William  Snowdon 
Roche.Hon.  James  (East  Kerry) 
Roche,  John  (East  Galway) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehy,  David 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
SuUiran,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Chariea  Eeoms 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  R) 
Tuite,  James 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  John  Iawsou 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John,Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wil8Dn,Jos.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
WoodaU,  William 
Young,  Samuel 
Yozall,  James  Henry 

Tbllbbs  for  tbb  Atzs,  Sir 
William  Weddwbum  and 
Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson. 


Darling,  Charles  John 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimdi,  Coningsby  Salpa 
Dix<m,  George 

Dixon-Hartland,Sir  F)red.Dizon 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Doughty,  Geoiye 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Drage,  Geoifrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.Hon.Sir William  Hart 
^erton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Ellia,  Thoe.  Edw.(Merionethsb.) 
Engledow,  Charles  John 
Evans,Sir  FrancisH.(Sonth*ton) 
FaideU,  Thomas  George 
Fellowee,  Hon.  AUwyn  Edward 
Fei^s8on,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Manc'r} 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastboumfl) 
Fielden,  Thomas 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bsanatyna 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitsOeraldt  Sir.  R.  XJ.  Paurose 
Fits  Wygnun,  General  Sir  F. 
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Flnnnery,  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henr^ 
Forster,  Heniy  William 
Forwood,  Et.  Hon.  SirAxthur  B. 
Foster,  Colonel  (LancaBter) 
FoTler,RtHiiSirHeiiry(Wol'tii) 
FrVrLewia 

Gfuloway,  WUIiam  Johnson 
Garfit,  WUIiam 

Oedge,  Sydney 

Gibbe,  Hon.  Vicary  (St-Albana) 
Gilefl,  Charles  Tyrrell' 
Qillmt,  John  Saunders 
Uodson,  Augustus  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major- General 
Goret,  Kl.  Hon,  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschfln,Bt.HD.G.J.  (St.G'rg's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Kobert 
Gray,  Ih-nest  (West  Ham] 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  l^ymond-  (Cambs.) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Gf  o. 
Hanbnnr,  Et.  Hon.  KobertWm. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Hennikor 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hill,Bt.Hn.Ix)rd  Arthur(Down) 
Hoare,£dw.Brodie  (Hompstead) 
Hobhoufle,  Henry 
Hooldaworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Erelyn 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (YorkB,N.B.) 
Jehb,  Richard  Clavorhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Beliast) 
Johnstone,  John  (Sussex) 
Kemp,  George 
Kenny,  William 
Kenyon,  James 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymonr 
Lafone,  Alfred 


Laurie,  Ijient.-General 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Cornwall) 

Lawrence,  Wm,  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawsoD,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lecky,  WUIiam  Edward  H. 
Leca,  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Llewellyn,  Eran  H.  (Somerset) 
Ijlewelyn,SirI)Ulywn-(SwWa) 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ersktne 
Jjowles,  John 
lioyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Ciimming 
Maclean,  Jamea  Mackenzie 
McArthur,  William 
McCalmont,Hsj-Oen.(Ant'mN) 
Mclver,  Sir  Lewis 
McKillop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  JohnBlundell 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hon.  W.F. 
Molvilte,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Morgan,  Hn.Frea.(Monm'thBh.) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray ,  Rt.Hn.A.Orabam(Bute) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Parkes,  Ebenozer 
I'hillpolts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Flunkett,  Hon.  Horace  Curzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Capt.  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jonee,  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 


Riohardwn,  Thomas 

Ridley,  Bt.Hon^ir  Matthew  W. 

Ritclue,Rt  Hon.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehonse) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchuroh) 
Stanley,  Loid  (Lanes.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa,  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mtirk  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  John  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charks  Hedley 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Francis 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vemey,  Hon.  Richard  GreviUe 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancraa) 
Webster,  SirU.E.(lBle  ofWight) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  John  Lloyd 
WiUiams,  Colonel  R.  fDoreet) 
William8,Jo8ephPowell-(Binn.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willoi,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh.  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Edmund  R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Guetav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 

Tfllfbs  for  tub  Noxs,  Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstrather 


SECRET  SERVICE  FUND. 

The  next  proposed  Amendment  stood 
in  the  name  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Hsalt  (Louth, 
N.),  in  the  following  terms: — '■ 

"  And  wo  humbljF  represent  to  your  Majesty 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  events 
have  occurred  to  require  that  the  adrainis- 
tmtion  of  that  portion  of  the  Secret  Service 
Fund  which  is  spent  by  the  Homo  Office  should 
be  subject  to  the  examination  of  the  PnbUc 
Accounts  Committee  of  the  Honse." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  said  ho  had  con- 
sulted with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Mayo,  who  had  undertaken  to 
second  the  Amendment,  and  they  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  would 
have  a  wider  scope  for  discussion  of  the 
subject  upon  the  Home  Office  Vote  or 
some  other  vote  in  Committee  of  Supply 

VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  series.] 


on  the  Estimates  than  under  this  Amend- 
ment. Therefore  they  had  determined 
not  to  proceed  with  the  Amendment 
which  stood  in  his  name. 


RBQISTRATIOIT  LAWS. 

Me.  EDWARD  STRACHEY  (Somer- 
set, S.)  moved  the  following  Amend- 
ment, to  add  at  the  end  of  the  Question 
the  words : — 

"  And  wo  humbly  express  our  regret  that  no 
Measure  is  announced  by  yoor-Ahjesty  for  a 
simplification  of  the  registration  laws  for  Parlia- 
mentary and  local  government  elections." 

The  hon.  Member  said  that,  in  moving 
the  Amendment,  he  wished  to  confine 
his  remarks  to  the  anomalies  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  working  of  the  Registration 
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Laws  as  they  at  present  existed,  and  he 
had  no  intention  or  desire  to  introduce 
the  larger  question  oi  enfranchisement. 
HiB  object  was  to  induce  the  Govern- 
ment, if  possible,  to  undertake  the  work 
of  simidifying  the  laws  of  registration 
in  regard  to  both  Local  Government  and 
Parliamentary  elections.  At  present 
there  was  great  confusion  and  difficulty 
in  dealing  with  them.  For  Parlia- 
mentary and  Local  Government  Board 
elections  there  were  no  fewer  than  eight 
kinds  of  qualifications,  and  22  different 
ways  of  becomii^  qualified.  He  thought 
that  a  mere  statement  of  the  anomalies 
and  inconsistencies  of  the  present  system 
would  justify  the  course  he  had  taken 
in  moving  the  Amendment.  The  exist- 
ing Registration  Laws,  in  fact,  were  so 
complicated  that  tnany  persons  did  not 
at  all  understand  them,  and  in  conse- 
quence n^lected  or  declined  to  placo 
themselves  on  the  register.  In  other 
cases  fully-qualified  men  could  not  get 
on  the  register  unless  they  were  looked 
after  by  skilled  Party  f^nts  on  either 
side.  And  even  if  a  man  {got  on  the 
register  he  might  not  be  safe,  for  a 
change  of  overseers  under  present  con- 
ditions might  lead  to  his  removal  from 
it.  Indeed,  in  the  absence  of  any  paid 
official  who  should  be  held  responsible 
for  seeing  that  a  proper  and  complete 
roister  was  kept  in  every  town,  no  man 
was  safe  from  being  removed  from  the 
list  at  ono  time  or  another.  A  glaring 
anomaly  was  that  while  in  a  county  it 
was  necessary  for  freeholders  to  have 
only  a  six  months*  qualification,  in  a 
borough  twelve  months  were  necessary. 
Then  as  regarded  succession  to  freehold 
property  in  counties,  at  the  present  time 
a  man  who  succeeded  to  such  property 
before  the  appointed  day  might,  if  the 
list  was  open,  be  put  on  ithe  register  im- 
mediately, although  his  qualification  as 
to  residence  was  only  that  of  two  or  three 
days.  This  had  happened  over  and  over 
f^in  in  the  case  of  beneficed  clergymen 
in  the  Church  of  England,  though  his 
occupation  of  the  benefice  or  incum- 
bency had  been  only  a  few  days.  He 
thought  it  very  unfair  that  those  special 
facilities  should  be  given  to  a  certain 
class  of  freeholders ;  but  he  should  not 
complain  if  similar  facilities  were  given 
to  the  ordinary  man,  provided  that  he 
was  qualified  to  vote.  Then,  in  the  case 
of  leaseholds  in  counties  and  leasehold 

Mr,  E.  Strachey. 


boroughs,  there  was  great  anomaly  as 
to    the    respective  times  required  for 

qualification.  Again,  a  man  possessing 
a  freehold  in  a  county  might  live  in 
America  if  he  liked  and  still  retain  his 
vote,  but  if  his  property  was  in  a 
borough  he  would  have  to  live  within 
seven  miles  in  order  to  do  so.  Then  as 
to  the  ordinary  electors,  most  of  whom 
were  householders,  in  many  cases  they 
were  unable  to  get  on  the  register  under 
two  years  and  five  months.  This  state 
of  things  could  not  be  defended,  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  be  inclined 
to  deal  with  the  question  generally,  with 
the  view  of  putting  the  Registration 
Laws  in  an  intelligible  and  reasonable 
condition.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Speaking 
in  a  Debate  on  a  Registration  Bill  intro- 
duced in  March  1893,  the  first  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  spoke  on  the  matter,  and 
said  he  sympathised  with  the  effort  to 
reform  the  Registration  Laws,  particu- 
larly in  relation  to  the  two  points  of 
transf»8  from  Iconstituency  to  consti- 
tuency and  of  the  right  of  Isuccessive 
occupation,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said :  — 

"  The  next  two  points  connected  with  the 
reform  part  of  this  plan  to  which  I  wish  to 
allude  relate  to  tnuirans  from  constituency  to 
constituency  and  to  the  right  of  succcseive 
occupation.  Let  me  say  at  once  that  with  regard 
to  both  of  thoae  I  Bympathise  absolutely  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Oovemment.  My  objection  ia 
not  to  the  object,  but  to  the  machinery  by  which 
the  object  is  to  be  carried  out." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  now  an 
opportunity  of  carrying  out  his  views 
oh  the  subject  and  of  providing  ma- 
chin^  of  his  own,  and  if  he  would  take 
advantage  of  it  he  would  get  rid  of  a 
state  of  things  under  which  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  a  man  might  be  kept  off 
the  register  for  two  and  a  half  years. 
Another  anomaly  in  the  present  state  of 
the  law  was  that  there  was  no  succes- 
sion from  one  borough  to  anothOT,  or 
from  one  county  to  another.  That  might 
perhaps,  prove  a  somewhat  complicated 
^natter  to  remedy,  but  certainly  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  as  to  succession 
in  the  case  of  a  man  moving  from  one 
constituency  to  mother  in  the  same 
county  or  borough.  With  regard  to 
succession  from  the  lodger  point  of  view, 
great  difficulty  and  hardship  arose. 
Directly  a  lodger  became  a  householder 
be  lost  his  vote.    If  a  young  man  who 
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was  a  lodger  married   and   became  a 
householder  he  was  disfranchised  and 
kept  off  the  roister  for  two  and  a 
half  years.   That  was  not  only  an  ano- 
maly, but  a  great  injustice  and  luirdship. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  deal 
before  long  with  the  lodger  franchise. 
At  the  present  time  the  law  with  regard 
to  it  was  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  state. 
There  was  nominally  a  .£10  qualification, 
but  it  was  time  after  time  evaded.  The 
.declaration  mado   by  the  lodger  was 
regarded  by  the  revising  barristers  as 
primd  facie  evidence  of  qualification, 
and  it  had  also  been  held  to  be  primd 
facie  of  value.    In  some  eases  the  barris- 
ters had  said :  "  If  you  have  any  griev- 
ance, lay  the  matter  before  the  Trea>- 
BUiy.'*   That  was  not  a  satisfactory  state 
of'  things,  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  lodger  should  be  in  a  better 
position  than  the  occupier  or  freeholder 
who  had  to  prove  his  claim.    He  ven- 
tured to  think  that  the  onus  of  proof 
should  be  put  on  the  lodger,  and  not  on 
those  opposing  bis  claim,  to  prove  that 
he  was  not  qualified.    Then  he  thought 
it  was  very  desirable  that  the  powCTs 
of  revising  barristers  should  be  increased, 
and  that  they  should  have  power  to 
inflict  fines  in  cases  in  which  it  was 
proved  that  the  case  presented  to  them 
was  of  a  fraudulent  nature.    At  present 
they  were  powerless  to  check  fraud.  He 
now  turned  to  the  question  of  the  dates 
for  making,  claims  and  objections.  At 
present  claims  and  objections  had  to  be 
made  on  the  same  day.    That  was  very 
undesirable  in  the  interests  of  a  good 
re^ster.    In  boroughs  it  might  be  easy 
to  make  objections  on  the  day  on  which 
claims  were  sent  in,  but  in  the  case  of 
counties  it  was  very  different,  and  it  was 
very  desirable  that  claims  should  be  sent 
in  a  few  days  earlier  than  the  last  day 
for  making  objections.  Then,  with  regard 
to  the  register,  there  was  now  a  register 
for  Parliamentary  elections,  for  County 
Councils,  District  Coimcils,  Parish  Coun- 
cils— in  fact,  four  or  five  divisions.  It 
would  be  much  better  if,  instead  of  having 
all  those  separate  lists,  there  were  one 
roister  only.    Of  course,  it  would  bo 
necessary  to  star  those  electors  who  were 
entitled  to  vote  for  all,  but  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  that.    It  was  done  at 
the  present  time.  Ho  had  already  quoted 
one  expression  of  opinion  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  showing  that  when 


a  Liberal  Government  was  in  office  he 
had  no  objection  to  registration  reform. 
He  now  had  the  opportunity  of  bringing 
in  a  Bill  embodying  machinery  he  could 
himself  approve.'  He  would  now  quote 
anoth^  expression  of  opinion  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Speaking  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Registration  Bill 
in  1893,  he  said  : 

"The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Storey)  and  I 
both  appear  to  have  approached  this  _  Bill, 
certainly  with  no  desire  to  find  ftitdt  with  it, 

but  to  recognise,  as  I  believe  every  man,  in 
whatever  part  of  the  House  he  site,  recoffniBe, 
that  the  existing  law  with  regard  to  registra- 
tion prevents  certain  claasea  ot  people,  whos 
under  a  better  law  would  be  voters,  from  being 
voters." 

It  was  quite  clear  from  that  and  the 
previous  quotation  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  no  objection  to  the  prin- 
ciple "of  the  Amendment.  He  (Mr. 
Strachey)  approached  tlus  question  and 
moved  this  Amendment  in  exactly  the 
same  spirit  and  with  exactly  the  same 
object.  Ho  did  not  want  to  raise  a  party 
controversy  on  the  matter.  All  he 
desired  to  do  was  to  ask  the  Government 
to  find  time  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  carry 
out  the  views  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  expressed,  so  that  a  larger 
number  of  electors  who  were  now  kept 
off  the  roister  hy  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  l£e  lav,  should  be  no  longer 
kept  off.  It  was  quite  clear  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  viewed  the  quMtion  as 
not  one  of  party  controversy,  and  if  so, 
what  difficulty  was  there  in  the  way 
of  his  imdertaking  to  legislate  upon  it? 
He  ventured  to  express  the  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  Government,  even  at  this 
late  hour,  would  recognise  the  necessity 
for  reform,  and  would  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  question  in  order  that  men 
who  were  now  k^t  off  the  register  should 
be  put  upon  it. 

»Mr.  JOHN  BRIGG  (Toritshire,  W.R., 
Keighley),  in  seconding  the  Amendment, 
said  that  the  Amendments  hitherto 
brought  before  the  House  on  the  Queen's 
Speech  had  been  very  much  of  a  local 
character.  This  Amendment  was  na- 
tional in  its  character  and  bearings,  and 
he  b^ieved,  was  the  only  one  on  the 
list  which  was  indeed  truly  national, 
and  so  interested  the  whole  nation. 
There  were  thousands  of  people  to  whom 
Reform  Acts  had  been  of  no  practical 
value,  because,  though  the  spirit  of  Re- 
form had  been  granted  the  machineiy 
Z  2  [Sixth  Day. 
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for  carrying  out  Reform,  was  imperfect. 
The  work  had  been  undertaken,  but 
there  were  not  the  tools  for  the  pur- 
pose. Recent  circumstances  had  brought 
to  his'  mind  the  fact  that  popular  feeling 
on  this  subject  was  strong  and  wide- 
spread.   Even  in  Manchester,  where  it 
might  be  assumed  people  were  well  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  they  were 
obliged  to  employ  costly  agents  to  obtain 
for  themselves  the  opportunity  of  voting. 
He  would  not  pursue  the  various  anoma- 
lies of  the  registration  system,  for  Mem- 
bers must  have  knowledge  and  experiiince 
gained  in  the  endeavour  to  comply  with 
some  118  Acts  of  Parliament  supposed 
to  r^^ulate  their  conduct ;  but  he  asked 
how  many  Members  in  the  House  could 
at  once  tell  the  nature  of  the  qualifica- 
tion for  the  vote  they  were  entitled  to 
exercise?   Very  few,  he  thought,  could 
do  80.    There  was  one  particular  qtialifi- 
cation  readily  remembered,  and  that  was 
the  "  property  qualification,"  and  it  was 
interesting,  in  looking  through  the  many 
curious  anomalies,  to  find  the  property 
qualification  occupying  a  very  singular 
position.    Though  the  owner  might  be 
away  from  home  in  Spitzbcrgen  or 
Somaliland,  studying  an  eclipse  or  hunt- 
ing lions,  no  matter  where  he  travelled 
the  qualification  still  attached,  and  he 
could  bQ  placed  in  offices  of  trust  and 
responsibility  in  the  neighbourhood,  the 
envy   of   those   around.     The  simple 
possession  of  the  forty  shilling  freehold 
gave  the  franchise,  and  nothing  could 
deprive  him  of  it.    He  would  not  carry 
the  matter  further,  and  spared  the  House 
the  attempt  to  show  the  great  need  of 
a  change.     A  long  list  of  well-known 
names  &om  cither  side  of  the  House  was 
the  record  of  attempts  made  to  reform 
the  registration  system.    It  should  be 
as  easy  for  a  man  to  exercise  his  vote 
as  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  escape  the 
payment  of  his  rates,  and  he  hoped  that 
a  promise  would  be  forthcoming  from 
the   Government  that  they  would  en- 
deavour to  do  something  on  this  sub- 
ject.   He  believed  it  was  the  universal 
opinion  of  those  who  had  fairly  con 
sidered  the  matter  that  it  woiild  not  be 
expedient  to  refer  the  subject  to  an  ordi- 
nary Committee,  but  he  suggested  that 
a  small  expert  Committee  might  consider 
the  subject,  and  report  to  the  House  from 
time  to  time,  and  in  that  way  endeavour 
to  make  clear  to  every  man  his  qualifica- 

Mr.  J.  Sriffg. 


tion  for  a  vote.  The  trouble,  expense, 
and  time,  now  so  often  necessary,  had  dis- 
gusted many  working  men,  and  on  their 
account  he  pressed  this  matter  on  the 
attention  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
East)  acknowledged  thtnre  were  grave  and 
great  anomalies  in  our  system  of  lus- 
tration, but  with  the  long  list  of  meft* 
sures  to  which  they  were  already  pledged 
it  was  impossible  that  the  Government 
could  be  expected  to  give  any  promise 
on  this  subject  for  the  present  Session. 
The  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  consideration  should  be  relegated 
to  a  small  Committee  was  one  the  House 
would  surely  not  entertain.  Constitu- 
tional changes  such  as  would  be  involved 
must  be  considered  in  the  House,  and 
Debates  would  probably  be  long  and  con- 
tentious.   He  would  venture  to  say  that 
an  alteration  of  our  system  of  registra- 
tion would  probably  require  a  whole 
Session.    When  the  Liberal  Party  wore 
in  power  they  never  did  more  than  bring 
in  Bills  on  the  subject  of  registration. 
Those  Bills  never  became  law,  because 
Members  who  represented  county  divi- 
sions and   Members  who  represented 
boroughs  could  not  agree.   Now  the  law 
should  be  changed.     Th«re  were  grave 
anomalies  in  our  registration  system,  but 
the  Bills  introduced  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment were  practically  Reform  Bills  deal- 
ing with  many  things  outside  registra- 
tion and  with  matters  not  germane  to 
registration.    There  was,  for  instance,  a 
proposal  to  so  reduce  the  period  of  quali- 
fication that  the  door  would  have  been 
opened  to  any  amouat  of  "  jerrymander- 
ing "  of  oonstituencira.    To  some  extent 
he  agreed  with  the  principle  that  a  man 
who  paid  his  rates  should  have  a  vote, 
but  the  Bill  of  the  late  Government  did 
not  introduce  that  rating  qualification. 
The  lodger  franchise  did  not  make  a 
man  pay  his  rates,  and  the  tenement 
franchise  only  did  so  indirectly.  It 
was  an  anomaly  that  when  a  man  ceased 
to  be  a  lodger  and  became  a  householder 
he  did  not  at  once  get  on  the  roister, 
and  there  were  anomalies  in  relation  to 
the  Service  Franchise  whereby  in  the 
constituency  adjoining  his  the  action  of 
the  Liberal  agent  had  disqualified  the 
votes  of  300  or  400  empIoy&  in  a  large 
industrial  establishment. 
*Mr.   REGINALD   McKENNA  (Mon- 
mouth, N.)  claimed  for  the  Liberal  Party 
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that  they  had  eudeavouretl  to  carry  out 
registration  reforms  in  the  period  be- 
tween the  years  1868  and  1874,  when 
no  less  than  five  Bills  on  the  subject  were 
introduced,  and  would  be  law  now  but 
for  the  action  taken  in  the  other  House. 
In  1878  a  Bill  was  introduced  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  but  it  was  so  mutilated  in  the 
other  House  as  to  bo  vitally  impaired. 
The  hon.  Membra:  opposite  had  said  it 
woidd  be  impossible  to  carry  through 
*  in  the  present  Session  such  a  wide  re* 
form  as  registration.  But  if  he  had  con- 
sidered the  matter  in  the  proper  light 
he  would  have  realised  that  it  could  be 
dealt  with  quite  simply.  Their  Registra- 
tion Laws  were  a*  mass  of  absurdities  and 
anomalies,  but  they  could  be  very 
adequately  dealt  with  by  introducing  a 
simple  system  of  franchise.  If  they  once 
did  away  with  the  different  varieties  of 
franchise  which'  now-  existed  they  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the 
Registratioi^  Law,  The  obvious  solution 
was  to  adopt  adult  suffrage  with  a  cer^ 
tain  period  of  occupation  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  identification.  By  taking 
occupation  as  necessary  for  identi- 
fication they  would  satisfy  the  re- 
quirements of  local  elections  that 
every  voter  should  havo  some  in- 
terest in  the  locality  where  he  voted. 
An  immediate  and  very  simple  reform 
in  registration  law  might  be  effected  by 
striking  out  coliunu  four  in  division 
one  of  the  Krister.  The  fourth  column 
might  be  of  some  use  in  the  ownership 
part  of  the  lint,  and  possibly  also  in 
the  service  franchise,  but  in  division  one 
and  three  it  was  unnecessary  and  mis- 
leading. That  was  an  iuimediate  reform 
which  he  believed  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  find  it  impossible  to  promise 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  and  if  he 
could  not  give  any  further  promise  to 
the  House  he  trusted  he  would  at  any 
rate  go  as  far  as  that. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mb.  T.  W. 
RUSSELL,  Tyrone,  S.)  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  for  Somerset  would 
not  expect  on  an  occasion  like 
this  that  he  should  go  into 
the  question  of  the  imperfections  and 
anomalies  of  the  Registration  Laws. 
Everyone  who  had  considered  the  ques- 
tion at  all  was  quite  ready  to  admit  there 
were  anomalies  and  imperfections,  and  a 


great  deal  could  bo  said,  on  the  question 
of  the  period  of  residence,  about  the 
lodger  franchise,  and  about  succession 
clftinis.  All  those  questions  wero  fair 
matters  for  consideration ;  yet,  surely, 
it  did  not  follow  that  because  of  these 
imperfections  and  anomalies  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  be  censured  for  not  bring- 
ing in  a.  Bill  at  once  in  their  second  Ses- 
sion to  deal  with  them.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber, proposed  to  censure  the  Government 
for  not  bringing  in  such  a  Bill,  but  the 
hon.  Member  for  Eeighley  had  fruikly 
declared  that  this  would  not  be  at  all  a 
small  question,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it 
would  bo  most  contentious,  and  he  had 
advised  that  the  whole  law  should  be 
swept  away  and  an  entirely  new  Code 
produced.  Whilst  admitting  these  ano- 
malies and  imperfections  existed,  he 
would  like  to  point  out  that  the  Session 
did  not  lost  for  an.  indefinite  time,  and 
he  thought  the  Govemmoit  had  acted 
wisely  by,  instead  of  throwing  a  large 
number  of  Bills  on  the  Table,  makii^  a 
selection  of  those  measures  they  intended 
to  pass  rather  than  including  a  number 
which  every  Member  knew  could  not 
possibly  be  passed  within  the  limits  of  a 
Session.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The  question, 
as  he  had  said,  was  full  of  contentious 
points ;  it  was  one  which  woidd  occupy 
a  great  deal  of  time,  and,  after  all,  the 
Government  must  have  tho  discretion  as 
to  what  they  should  name  in  tlw  Queen's 
Speech  and  press  forward  during  the  Sea* 
sion.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 

Sib  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) 
observed  that  whether  there  might  bo 
Divisions  or  not  on  this  subject  he 
tliiought  no;  one  could  fail  to  see  the  value 
of  ttiking  some  opportunity  of  entering 
a  protest  against  the  present  state  of 
the  Registration  Law.  He  thought  the 
working  classes  especially  had  a  real 
grievance  in  this  matter,  and  he  knew  the 
great  waste  of  time  which  they  incurred, 
the  trouble  they  were  put  to,  and  the 
disgust  with  whicfal  they  were  filled 
necessary  attendances  at  the  Courts,  the 
adjournment  of  their  cases,  and  tho  ulti- 
mate omission  from  tho  register  of  people 
who  might  have  lived  and  had  on  in- 
terest in  the  district  for  a  very  long  time, 
constituted  a  great  political  evil.  It 
might  bo  that  tho  Government  were  not 
able  to  deal  with  this  matter  at  once 
— and  ho,  for  one,  should  hesitate  to 
take  part  in  what  might  technically  be 
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regarded  as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence— 
but  he  did  urge  upon  them  that  they 
should  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
remedying  what  waa  at  present  a  most 
abusive  system,  and  most  unjust  to  many 
classes  of  the  people.  What  should  be 
the  principle  of  dealing  with  the  matter? 
The  franchise  was  a  great  right  which 
belonged  to  anyone  who  sought  to  main- 
tain his  political  position.  It  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  an,  easy  duty  to  get  upon 
the  register,  and  when  once  a  man's  name 
was  upon  it,  it  ought  to  be  difficult  to 
be  removed.  He  ventured  to  say  the  re- 
Verse  was  the  case  under  their  existing 
system.  The  only  remedy  for  the  pre- 
sent anomalous  condition,  of  things  was 
one  franchise,  -  and  a  reform  of  the 
registration  was  an  easy  corollary  of  that. 
Again,  the  want  of  adequate  powers  of 
amendment  on  the  part  of  the  revising 
barrister  gave  rise  to  technicalities  and 
injustices  often  of  a  gross  character.  That 
power  ought  to  be  extended.  A  wide 
registration  measure  giving  a  short  term 
of  residence  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a 
Conservative  measure,  because  the  more 
they  widened  the  existing  household 
franchise,  the  more  facilities  th^  gave 
for  the  admissioa  to  the  register ;  and 
the  more  obstacles  they  placed  in  the 
vmy  of  removals  from  the  register,  the 
more  they  mad©  a  barrier  against  mere 
manhood  suffrage,  which  was  the  demaad 
of  one  political  party  in  the  State.  He 
regretted  nothing  more  than  the  waste 
of  time  to  political  parties  which  was  in- 
volved in  the  work  of  registration.  That 
work  ought  to  bo  done  for  them  auto- 
matically by  some  responsible  officer,  so 
that  instead  of  their  energies  being  de- 
voted to  the  drudgery  of  r^stration. 
they  might  be  devoted  to  political  teach- 
ing. He  hoped  the  Government  would 
realise  what  he  believed  to  be  the  firm 


determination  of  a  very  large  class  of 

voters,  that  these  iniquities  should  no 
longer  remain  on  the  Statute  Book. 
*SiB  CHARLES  DHiKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Deui)  believed  the  difficulties 
which  had  heem.  pointed  out  would  never 
be  grasped  by  the)  House  so  long  as  they 
were  treated  as  registration  difficulties, 
and  one  reason  why  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  Friend 
was  because  he  waa  convinced  the  hon. 
Member  was  wrong  in  believing  it  was 
possible  to  obtain  the  single  register  of 
which  he  had  spoken  until  the  country 
had  made  up  its  mind  to  have  a  simple 
franchise.  The  imomalies  of  the  present 
system  w^e  enormous.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  not  worth  keeping  up 
all  the  extraordinary  divisions  in  the 
present  franchise,  which  ought  to  be  re- 
placed by  a  single  franchise  which  must 
not  be  narrower  than  the  present.  He 
hoped  the  country  would  sooner  or  later 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  desir- 
able to  establish  a  simple  franchise — 
either  manhood  or  universal — but  until 
it  came  to  that  view  they  would  never 
be  aUe  to  get  rid  of  th^  existing  ano- 
malies. He  agreed  with,  his  bon.  Friend 
next  him  (Mr.  McK^ina),  as  to  the 
simplification  of  the  franchise  being  the 
root  of  the  whole  question.  The  Amend- 
ment, however,  was  a  registration 
Amendment,  and  not  believing  that  that 
simplification  was  possible  under  the  pre- 
sent franchise  (conditions,  he  found  him- 
self unable  to  vote  with  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Somerset. 

Question  put,  "That  these  words  be 
there  added." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  59  ;  Noes, 
141.  —  (Division  .List — No.  6  —  Ap- 
pended). 


Allen, Wm.(Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Bayley,  Thomas  (DerbyBhire) 
Caldwdl,  James 
Cftiiston,  Richard  Knight 
Channiug,  Francia  AUaton 
Clark.  Dr.  fi.  B.  (Caithness-eh.) 
Oloiinh,  Walter  Owen 
('oUtii-y,  Bernard 
Crtiftn,  Kugene 
(.'rilJy,  Daniel 

riii-raii,  Thomaa  li.  (Donegal) 
Italy,  James 

Sir  A,  B<m. 


AYES. 

Davitt,  Micliael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelao,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Ellis, Thos.  Edw.  (Merionolhsh.) 
Farrell,  Jamea  P.  (Cavon,  AV.) 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Gibney,  Jamcv 
Ooddu^  Daniel  Ford 
flourley,  .Sir  Kdward  Teroperloy 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Ilayno,  Kt.  Hon.  ChurloB  Seale- 
Ili;alv,  Maurica  (Cork) 
Uesly,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Loath) 


Hogan,  James  Francis 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Knox,  Edmund  Francis  Yesey 
Lloyd-Geoi^e,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'D(;rmott,  Patrick 
M'GhGC,  Riohard 
M'Konna.  Itegimtld 
M'Leod,  John 
Mumaghan,  Goorfird 
O'Brien,  Patrick  i^Kilkonny) 
O'Brien,  P.J.  (Tippeiary) 
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O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Paulton,  James  Hdlor 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Roberta,  John  H. 
Roche,  John  (East  Galw^) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-TeeB] 


Achmd-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Aahmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
AoBtin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bailey,  Jamea  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
BalfoQr,Rt.  Hon.A.J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour.Gerald  William  (Leeds) 
BatboTBt,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hon.SirM.H.  (Bristol) 
Bemrose,  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  CommaDder 
Bhowna^ree,  M.  M. 
Bigham,  Jobn  Charles 
BoBcaven,  Arthur  Griffith- 
BowIea,T.  Gibson  (King'sLjTin) 
Brasaey,  Albert 
Brookfield,  A.  Montaga 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Beujamin  Louia 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  Ready 
Combe,  Charles  Harvey 
Compton,  Irijrd  Alwyne  (Reds.) 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lamboth) 
Cooke,  C.W.  Radcliffe  (Heref'd) 
Calit^  Hon.  Henry 
OarjHHijRt.  Hn.G .  N .  (LancS  W.) 
Curzon,  Viscount  (Bucks.) 
Dalrymplf>,  Sir  Chorlea 
Dane,  lUchard  M. 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley- 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Clwrles 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  lialph 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Duncorabe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fardel  1,  Thomas  George 
Farquhar,  Sir  Horace 
Fellowea,  Hon,  Ailwyn  Edward 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbonxne) 
Fieldon,  Thomas 


Shoehy,  David 

Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

SoUivan,  T.  D.  (Doneg^  W.) 

Tanner,  Charles  Keams 

Tuite,  Jamee 

Tnlly,  Jasper 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

NOES. 

Finch,  George  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  W'Qliam  Hayes 

Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 

Flannery,  I'ortescae 

Forwood,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  B. 

Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 

Fry,  Lewis 

QaJloway,  William  Johnson 
Garat,  William 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gilea,  Charles  Tyrrell 
QtUiat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Augustus  Frederick 
Goldswortby,  Major-General 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (Camba.) 
Hamilton,  Rt.Hon  Ijord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Heath,  James 
Heldor,  Augustus 
HiU,  Lord  Arthur 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hudson,  George  liickerstcth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Richard  Calrerhouse 
JeSreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  Williain  (Belfast) 
Johnston)!,  John  H.  (Sussex) 
Kenny,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Laurie,  Lieut, -General 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Cornwall) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Ynrke) 
T^ees,  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
TiIewoll>Ti,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Tjoder,  Gerald  Walter  Erekine 
lionp,  Rt.  lIon._  Walter  (L'pool) 
Iioyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
L u cue- yhii dwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  johnCimuning 
McCalmont,Maj  .-Gen  (A  nr'mN) 
Mclver,  Sir  Lewis 


Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson.  Joh.H.(MiddlQ8broagh) 

Telleiw  foh  the  Ayes,  2£r. 
Strachey  and  Mr.  Brigg. 


McRillop,  James 
Maxwell,  Sir  Herbert  E. 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H,  M. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
MoDckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Muiray,  Rt.Hn.  A.Graham(6ute) 
Mj-ers.  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Phillpotta,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
PoweU,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Capt.  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Edward 
'Purvis,  Robert 
Richardson,  Thomas 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  SirMatthewW. 
Ritcluo,Rt.  Hon.  Cha8.Thomson 
Russell,  T.  W.  (TjTone) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barriitgton 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stephemt,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.  McTaggart 
Stone,  Sir  John  Benjamin 
Sutiierland,  Sir  Thomas 
Thorbura,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Usborne,  lliomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vemey,  Hon.  Richard  Grevills 
W arr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  O.  (St.  Pancraa) 
Webster,  Sir  R.E.  (IsleofWight) 
Welby,  Liout.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Wi  111  ama  ,JosephPowolI-(Birra.) 
AVillox,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh.,  N.) 
Wyndham,  George 
Tellves   Foa  THB  Noes,  Sir 
William  Walrcmd  and  Mr. 
Anstmther. 


On  the  return  of  Mr.  Sfeakbb  after 
tlie  usual  interval, 

DBiVBTATION  OF  PAUFEB3. 

Mr.  6E0B6E  MURNAGHAN  (Ty^ 
rone,  Mid)  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the 
Question,  to  add  the  words, — 

"  And  that  we  humbly  reprffw^nt  to  Your 
M.ijesty  the  gretit  lugret  of  this  Hou.-ie  Ijiat  no 
reference  has  been  made  in  Your  Majesty's 
Speech  regarding  a  Bill  to  discontinue  the 


deportation  of  paupers  from  England  and  Scot- 
land to  Ireland." 

He  said  that  so  long  ago 'as  1854  the 
attention  of  the  House  of  Commons  had 
heen  cidled  to  this  grievance  j  but, 
though  the  injustice  was  admitted,  to 

this  day  no  Government  had  yet  under- 
taken to  apply  a  remedy.  Speaking  in 
the  House  in  1854,  Kbr.  Moguire  said 
that 

"the  object  which  he  had  in  view  was  to 
provide  that  a  person  should  have  relief  in  any 
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Fu'ishor  Uaion  in  which  he  was  rostdcnt ;  that 
he  should  have  the  right  to  it;  and  that  there 
flhoold  be  no  fear  that  he  would  be  removed  to 
the  locality  on  wbicb  he  might  be  chargeable." 

The  Home  Secretary  of  that  day  admitted 
that  it  waa  a  question  Tvliich  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  inquire  into ;  and  he 
thought  th&t  the  law  should  be  ^tered. 
That  was  50  ;^eara  ago,  and  yet  the 
same  demand  was  still  being  made.  On 
that  occasion  Lord  Claud  Hamilton, 
member  for  a  division  of  Tyrone,  joined 
in  the  demand  made  by  Mr.  Maguire. 
In  the  HouBo  of  Ijords,  later,  Lord 
Donoughmoro  made  the  same  demand, 
and  Lord  Aberdeen  admitted  that  the 
law  ought  to  be  altered,  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Government  would 
find  time  to  attend  to  it.  Complaint 
was  frequently  made  that  so  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  was  occupied  by  Irish 
matters,  but  was  this  surprising  when 
admitted  gricvancea  remained  so  long 
unredressed?  He  hoped  that  the  pre- 
sent Government  would  end  the  anomaly 
of  Irishmen,  who  had  spent  their  whole 
working  lives  in  Great  Britain,  being 
deport^  to  Ireland  as  soon  as  they 
becamo  chai^eable  on  the  rates.  The 
taxes  in  Ireland  were  twice  and  thrice 
as  heavy  as  those  in  England.  Where 
agriculturists  in  England  were  paying 
in  rates  2s.  6d.  in  tho  pound,  the  fellows 
in  Donegal  and  Tyrone  were  paying  Ss. 
and  4s.  6d.  in  the  pound. 
*Mr.  speaker  :  The  bon.  Gentleman 
is  travelling,  away  from  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  MURNAGHAN  said  that  this 
question  was  larger  than  it  looked.  In 
the  union  of  CarrickmacrosB  there  were 
no  less  than  seven  paupers  Avho  hod  been 
Bent  over  from  Great  Britain  after  having 
worked  the  greater  part  of  their  lives 
in  that  country.  There  were  169  unions 
in  Ireland,  and,  at  the  same  rate  for  all, 
the  cost  of  these  deported  paupers  would 
be  ^£15,000  to  £20,000  a  year.  In  60 
years,  therefore,  tho  amount  involved 
was  to  be  reckoned  at  a  million.  Again, 
though  population  dwindled  in  Ireland, 
the  number  of  paupers  increased.  In 
1866  the  population  was  five  and  a-half 
millions,  while  the  paupers  numbered 
05,000.  In  1896  tho  population  was 
only  four  and  a-half  millions,  while  the 
paupers  numbered  98,000.  If  an  Eng- 
lishman in  Ireland  applied  to  the  parisli 
for  relief,  tho  Irish  union  had  no  power 
to  deport  him  to  his  native  countiy. 

Mr.  O.  Mumagkoffi, 
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Was  this  a  fair  arrangement  as  between 
the  two  countries?  Ho  hoped  that  surh 
a  big-hearted  man  as  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  would  not  allow  this  anomaly 
to  continue  any  longor.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) 
seconded  the  Amendment.    He  said  that 

the  case  rested  on  equalisation  of  treat- 
ment as  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. On  Thursday  next  he  should  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  a  question  about  an 
Irish  pauper  deported  from  Dumfries- 
shire to  Cavan.  The  question  was  one 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  Irish 
ratepayer,  and  he  thot^Kt  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  passing  a  short  BOl  to 
redress  the  grievance,  seeii^  how  unani- 
mous was  the  feeling  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  JAMES  DALT  (Monagluui,  S.) 
said  that  the  grievance  complained  of 
in  the  Amendment  might  seem  a  small 
matter  to  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen, 
bat  he  could  assure  the  House  that  tho 
people  of  Ireland  had  taken  it  much  to 
heart.  Surely  it  was  an  intolerable  slate 
of  things  under  which  it  constantly  hap- 
pened that  a  youth  left  Ireland  for  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  or  Wales,  and  having 
resided  there  for  40  or  50  years  by  the 
fruits  of  his  industr}' — ^helping  to  build 
up  the  great  country  of  Great  Britain — 
became  infirm  and  destitute,  and  applied 
for  relief  at  a  workhouse,  was  Eent  back 
to  Ireland — on  the  order  of  two  Justices 
of  the  Peace — to  be  a  disgrace  to  tis 
relatives  and  a  burJen  on  the  rates  to 
which  ho  had  never  contributed  a 
farthing.  Tho  very  unfair  law  under 
which  those  things  were  done  was  passed 
in  1854  by  a  Liberal  Government,  despite 
the  opposition  of  the  Irishmen  and  the 
friends  of  Irehind  then  in  the  House. 
It  had,  therefore,  been  in  operation — a 
di^race  to  the  Statute  Book — for  45 
years,  and  it  was  high  time  to  abolish 
it.  Previoxis  to  1854  the  law  ttos  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  regard  to  Englishmen, 
Scotchmen,  Welshmen  and  Irishmen; 
but  the  removal  of  paupers  from  a  parish 
in  England  to  a  parish  in  Wales,  or  vicf. 
versa,  had  caused  so  much  discontent 
that  the  Liberal  Party,  at  the  General 
Election  before  1854,  made  the  bringing 
in  of  a  Bill  to  abolish  the  grievance  one 
of  tho  planks  of  their  platform.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  1854,  the  then  President  of 
the  Local  Grovemmcnt  Board  in  tho 
Liberal  Administration  brought  in  a  Bill 
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nbolisliiiig  the  practice  of  the  removal 
of  paupers  from  one  parish  to  another 
in  Great  Britain,  but  leaving  Ireland 
outside  its  operation,  though  the  inclu- 
sion of  Ireland  in  the  Act  was  urged  by 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  the  preceding  Derby  Adminis- 
tration and  by  Viscount  Palmerston.  The 
45  years  durii^  which  the  Act  had  been 
in  operation  was  long  enoi^h  to  leave 
Irishmen  under  such  a  lav.    He  con- 
sidered it  an  insult  to  Irishmen  that  they 
were  not  treated  to  the  same  lavs  as 
Englishmen,  Scotchmen  and  Welshmen, 
and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  or  in  adopting  some  other 
means   for   putting  an  end  to  the  dis- 
grace.    He  was  sure  the  Amendment 
would  receive  the  support  of  all  sections 
of  Irish  Members.     The  ratepayers  of 
every  part  of  Ireland  suffered  from  this 
injtistice,  and  resolutions  condemning  it 
had  been  passed  by  Unionist  and  Na- 
tionalist Boards  of  Guardians  alike.  In 
the  Garickmacross  Union — ^which  was  in 
his  constituency — there  were  no  fewer 
than  seven  deported  paupers,  whose  cost 
came  to  a  halfpenny  in  the  £  upon  the 
rating.    It  these  men  had  done  any  ser- 
vice in  Ireland  he  would  not  complain. 
But  one  of  them  had  spent  50  years  in 
Scotland,  and  another  40  years  in  Scot- 
land, and  it  w^as  only  when  they  had 
become  worn  out  and  useless  that  they 
had  been  sent  back  to  Ireland.  The 
average  cost  of  the  keep  of  each  of  these 
men  was  ^10  per  annum ;  or,  if  they 
were  in  hospital — as  probably  they  woxild 
be — from  £12  to  £14  per  annum.  He 
had  put  several  questions  to  the  late 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  in  regard  to 
those  men,  and  had  got  such  little  satis- 
faction that  he  had  put  down  a  Motion 
to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  before  the  Vote  was 
reached  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had 
disappeared  to  some  more  profitable 
quarters.    \Lattghttr^    Up  to  the  pre- 
sent he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
putting  a  question  to  the  present  Lord 
Advocate,  but  if  the  Goveiiiment  did  not 
put  an  end  to  the  grievance  he  would 
have  to  come  to  close  quarters  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  [Laughter.']  Such 
men  as  these,  after  spending  the  best 
part  of  their  lives  in  Scotland,  were  at 
present  costing  the  ratepayers  a  con- 
siderable sum.    In  regard  to  the  case  of 
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one  man,  who  was  sent  back  to  Ireland 
after  spending  20, years  in  the  south  and 
west  of   Scotland,  th,e  Lord  Advocate 
stated,  in  reply  to  a  question,  that  the 
man  was  sent  home  by  the  local  authori- 
ties in  accordance  with  his  own  desire. 
He  was  afraid  that  that  was  not  an  accu- 
rate reply.    He  had  taken  the  trouble 
to  make  further  inquiries  into  the  case, 
with  the  result  that  this  man  made  a 
declaration  before  a  magistrate  to  the 
effect  that  he  was  compelled  either  to 
leave  the  Glasgow  workhouse  or  to  go  to 
Ireland.  He  had  to  consent  to  go  against 
his  will,  as  he  was  totally  unfitted  for 
work.    This  man  was  feeble  and  old, 
with  one  foot  in  the  grave,  when  he  made 
that  declaration,  and  under  those  circum- 
stances it  was  very  unlikely  that  he  had 
made  a  false  dedaration.    He  brought 
forward  this  case  in  order  to  show  the 
difficulty  he  and  his  hon.  Friends  had  to 
meet  when,  in  reply  to  their  questions, 
they  received  replies  made  up  by  officials. 
The  rates  of  this  coimtry  were  not  raised 
by  pauper  Englishmen  or  Scotchmen 
being  sent  back  here,  and  it  was  the  un- 
fortunate Irishmen  who  helped  to  make 
this  country  what  it  was.    There  was 
another  case,  even  worse,  of  a  man  of 
about  63  years  old,  who  made  a  declara^ 
tion  that  after  about  50  years  spent  in 
Scotland  he  and  his  family  were  sepa- 
rated, and  he  was  made  to  go  to  Irehmd 
^inst  his  will.    He  told  the  authorities 
£hat  if  they  sent  him  to  Ireland  he  would 
jump  overboard ;  ^but,  of  course,  the 
result  was  that  he  was  sent  with  keepers, 
and  he  had  had  to  purchase  a  biunal- 
place  in  order  that  he  might  bo  laid  to 
rest  in  the  same  place  as  his  family.  This 
unfortunate  man  was,  in  the  most  un- 
natural manner  separated  from  his  wife 
and  children.    These  Acts  were  radically 
unjust,  and  were  passed  only  to  meet  a 
pressing   emergency  which  was  tem- 
ponuy.    They  were  renewed  from  time 
to  time,  and  a  genc^  permanent  Act 
was  subsequently  passed  which  gave  to 
magistrates   the   power   of  removing 
natives  of  Ireland  to  their  own  country 
when  they  had  become  chargeable  on  the 
poor  rates  of  England  or  Scotland.  The 
prediction  made  43  years  ago  by  the  Earl 
of  Donoughmore  had  turned  out  to  be 
true,  and  the  ratepayers  suffered  an  in- 
justice from  the  present  state  of  the  law. 
This  was  not  a  political  subject,  and  there- 
fore he  expected  to  have  some  support 
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from  all  sides  of  the  House ;  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary for  Ireland,  as  well  as  the  Lord 
Advocate  for  Scotland,  took  up  the  mat- 
ter, it  would  be  supported  by  every  lover 
of  fair  play  in  that  House.  He  hoped 
they  would  have  a  satisfactory  reply 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  that 
this  would  be  the  last  occasion  on  which 
any  Member  from  Ireland  would  be  able 
to  complun  of  this  great  grievance.  His 
own  constituenta  in  the  Caatleblaney, 
CarickmacrosB  and  Dundalk  Unions  had 
told  him  that  nothing  had  been  done  in 
regard  to  this  question ;  and  yet  ques- 
tion after  question  had  been  put  upon 
the  subject.  For  the  last  43  years  the 
population  of  Ireland  had  gone  down, 
and  although  they  might  not  be  exactly 
Btanring  in  Ireland,  they  had  not  a  lot 
of  money.  He  believed  Her  Majesty's 
€k)vemment  need  have  no  fear  that  there 
would  be  any  such  thing  as  Irishmen 
coming  to  their  shores  for  the  piurpose  of 
entering  the  workhouses.  lie  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  try  and  undo  the 
mischief  which  had  been  done  in  the  past 
towards  Ireland. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) 
thought  that  an  absolutely  unanswerable 
case  had  been  made  out  in  regard  to  this 
subject.  He  did  not  think  tlmt  the  way 
in.  which  the  question  had  been  treated 
was  very  encouraging  to  Irish  Members. 
It  had  been  acknowledged  that  for  the 
last  40  years  there  had  been  a  grievance, 
and  yet  no  step  had  ever  been  taken,  to 
remove  that  grievance.  He  happened  to 
be  the  Chairmiui  of  one  of  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  which,  week  after  week,  had 
these  warrants  before  them  from  all  parts 
of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  sending 
to  them  men  who  had  left  Ireland  and 
had  contributed  to  the  wealth  of  Great 
Britain.  Every  Board  of  Guardians  in 
Ireland  was  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
the  present  practice  ought  to  be  discon- 
tinued. He  hoped  the  Chi^  Secretary 
would  be  able  to  hold  out  not  merely 
hopes  but  the  certainty  that  the  grievance 
woidd  be  removed. 

TiiB  CHIEF  SECRETARY  pgr  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  said  he  had  on  several  occasions 
expressed  the  opinion  that  in  this  matter 
Ireland  had  a  real  grievance.  ["  Hear, 
liear !  "]  It  was  a  grievance  of  a  two- 
fold character — the  sentimental  and 
practical.    With  regard  to  the  first,  Irish 

Mr.  J.  Daly. 


paupers  could  be  deported  from  Scotland 
and  England  into  Ireland,  while  English 
and  Scotch  paupers  coiild  not  be  re- 
moved from  Ireland  to  Scotland  or  Eng- 
land. The  grievance  could,  it  was  clear, 
be  removed  by  assimilating  the  law  in 
Ireland  to  the  law  in  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  but  this,  in  his  opinion,  would  not 
constitute  a  real  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion. While  a  considerable  number  of 
Irish  paupers  were  annually  runoved 
from  England  and  Scotland,  in  practice 
it  would  be  found  that  if  the  law  in  Ire- 
land were  assimilated  to  that  of  England 
and  Scotland  few  Englishmen  or  Scotch- 
men who  became  paupers  in  Ireland 
could  be  deported  to  the  country  of  their 
birth.  Personally  he  would  rather  see 
the  law  in  England  and  Scotland  assimi- 
lated to  that  in  Ireland.  The  practical 
grievance  was  that  an  Irishman  m^ht 
have  spent  30  or  40  years  working  in 
England  or  Scotland,  but  when  past  work 
he  was  liable  to  be  sent  back  to"  the 
union  in  which  he  was  bom  in  Ireland, 
to  become  a  burden  on  the  Irish  rate- 
payer. That  was  a  very  practical  griev- 
ance, but  it  would  only  be  redressed 
by  a  change  in  the  poor  law  of  England 
and  Scotland.  On  that  ground  it  had 
been  impossible  for  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment ns  such  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  question.  The  Law  of  Settle- 
ment in  Scotland  was  much  severer  in  its 
effect  upon  Ireland  than  the  English  law 
was.  Therefore  the  House  would  not  be 
surprised  to  fhid  that  the  number  of 
paupers  who  had  been  deported  from 
Scotland  to  Ireland  within  recent  years, 
as  compared  with  the  number  who  had 
been  removed  from  England  to  Ireland, 
was  considerably  greater,  notwithstand- 
ing that  England  had  a  larger  area  than 
Scotland.  The  figures  were  remarkable. 
In  1889  the  number  of  paupers  removed 
to  Ireland  from  England  was  173 ;  from 
Scotland,  117;  1890,  from  England, 
154;  Scotland,  132;  1891,  Enghtnd, 
123;  Scotland,  230 ;  1892,  from  Eng- 
land, 153;  Scotland,  224;  1893,  from 
England,  153;  Scotland.  259.  The 
yearly  average  was — from  England,  151 ; 
but  from  Scotland,  192.  So  the  House 
would  see  that,  if  the  grievance  were  to 
be  removed  in  an  effectual  and  states- 
manlike manner,  it  must  be  by  an  altera^ 
tion  of  tho  laws  of  Scotland  and  Elng- 
land.  He  had  proposed  a  Conference  on 
the  subject  between  the  Local  (Jovem- 

Digitized  by  Google 


573        Majesl^a  Most  {26  January  1897}        Gracious  Sj/eeck.  574 


ment  Boards  of  the  three  portions  of  the 
Kingdom.  But  that  proposal  did  not 
boar  fruit,  and  ultimately  he  entered  into 
negotiations  with  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Scotland,  thinking  any  con- 
cession he  got  from  them  would  not  be 
difficult  to  obtain  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  England.  The  Local 
GoTemment  Board  for  Scotland  had  met 
him  in  a  conciliatory  spirit,  and  he  was 
authorised  to  say  that  they  were  now 
engaged  in  drafting  a  Bill  which,  even  if 
it  did  not  meet  the  case  completely,  or 
go  as  far  as  he  could  wish,  he  hoped  it 
would  meet  the  grievances  of  Ireland  to 
a  considerable  eitent.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  suggested  that  the  dis- 
cussion might  now  come  to  a  conclusion 
pending  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  and 
that  Irish  Members  might  bring  their 
powerful  influence  to  bear  on  the  Scotch 
Members  on  their  own  side  of  the  House 
to  help  them  to  get  the  best  terms  which, 
under  ihe  circumstances,  it  might  be 
possible  to  obtain.  [Cheers.] 
*Me.  Sbrjbant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone, 
N.)  agreed  that  it  would  not  be  desir- 
able for  the  poor  law  system  in  Ireland 
to  be  assimilated  to  that  of  England  and 
Scotland.  The  English  and  Scotch  sys- 
tems were  of  very  ancient  date,  but  the 
Irish  system  was  comparatively  of  modern 
creation,  dating,  as  it  did,  from  the  first 
year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign.  The  Law 
of  Settlement  did  not  exist  in  Ireland, 
and  the  cause  of  the  evil  of  which  Ire- 
land justly  complained  was  the  strin- 
gency of  the  Law  of  Settlement  in 
England  and  Scotland.  The  greatest 
hardship  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
operation  of  this  law,  by  which  an 
Irish  labourer  might  not  acquire  a 
settlement  in  a  Scotch  parish  or 
an  English  union.  If  he  had  not 
acquired  a  settlement  in  the  parti- 
cular union  on  which  he  had  become 
chfurgeable  he  would  be  sent  to  the  parish 
from  which  he  came,  provided  he*  had 
acquired  a  settlement  there.  The  Irish 
population  in  England  and  Scotland  was 
more  or  less  a  fluctuating  population, 
and  the  consequence  was,  an  unfortimate 
Irishman  might  toil  for  40  or  50  of  the 
best  years  of  his  lite  in  England  or  Scot- 
land and  not  acquire  a  status  to  get  poor 
law  relief  frum  citht-r  country.  He  was 
then  deported  buck  to  Ireland ;  all  his 
relatives  and  friends  there  had  probably 
disappeared,  and  he  dropped,   as  it 


were,  from  the  sky,  to  be  a  chai^ 
and  burden  upon  some  already  im- 
poverished poor  law  union  in  Ireland. 
It  was  quite  true  that  successive  Govern- 
ments had  received  complaints  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  but  notwithstanding 
these  complaints  there  had  been  no 
change  in  the  law.  But  he  thought  a 
means  had  now  been  suggested  for 
remedying  this  evil,  namely,  by  a  change 
in  the  law  of  Ei^kuid  and  Scotland, 
which  if  applied  to  the  case  of  Irish 
labourers  would  prevent  a  man  from 
being  sent  back  in  his  later  days  to  a 
place  which  knew  him  no  more,  where 
he  had  no  friends  to  help  to  sustain  him, 
after  he  had  given  the  best  years  of  his 
life  to  the  service  of  the  Sister  Island. 
He  thought  that  the  assurance  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  the  Scotch  and 
English  Local  Government  Boards  were 
considering  this  question  in  confer* 
ence  with  the  Insh  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  was  satisfactory,  and 
he  trusted  that  a  Measure  might 
be  produced  in  the  coxirse  of  the 
present  Session  which  would  meet  the 
hardship  without  making  any  great 
change  in  the  Law  of  Settlement  in 
England  and  Scotland,  and  without  the 
necessity  of  assimilating  the  law  in 
Ireland  with  that  in  England  and  Scot- 
land. 

Mr.  J.  J.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) 
thought  that  after  the  statement  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  the  mover  of  the  Amend- 
ment ought  not  to  press  it  to  a  division. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  made 
it  perfectly  clear  that  the  change  which 
ought  to  be  effected  was  a  change  in  the 
law  of  England  and  Scotland.  He  would 
publicly  appeal  to  Scotch  and  English 
Members  present  to  assist  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  carrying  out  what  he  had 
stated  to  be  his  own  wishes.  He  was 
rather  astonished  that  some  Scotch  or 
Engluh  Member  had  not  spoken  in  the 
Debate.  Although  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  might  be  anxious  to  terminate  this 
Debate  as  soon  as  possible — and  he  did 
not  see  any  reason  to  prolong  it — 
he  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  himself  be  strengthened  in  his 
meritorious  intentions  if  he  had  the  voice 
of  English  and  Scotch  Members  at  his 
back.  He  hail  been  thinking  since  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  sat  down,  that 
some  hon.  Member  like  himself  might 
in  the  last  resort  talw  the  initiative  in 
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this  matter,  aud  if  he  did  not  hear  some 
Batisfactory  statement  from  at  least  one 

English  and  one  Scotch  Member,  he 
should  take  upon  himaelf  to  promote  n 
memorial  to  the  English  and  Scotch 
authorities  which  he  hoped  would  be 
signed  both  by  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men as  well  as  Irishmen,  asking  that 
some  change  should  be  made.  He  ven- 
tured, however,  to  express  the  hope  that 
before  the  Debate  closed  at  least  one 
English  and  one  Scotch  Member  would 
take  part  in  it  and  give  the  House  some 
assurance  that  no  niggardly  spirit  would 
be  manifested  in  this  matter. 

Sir  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) said  he  would  gratify  the  wishes 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down.  Knowing  something  of  this 
question,  and  havii^  taken  a  great  in- 
terest in  it,  and  having  had  a  large 
amount  of  erperience  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Law,  he  could  not  see 
his  way  to  support  the  foreshadowing 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary for  Ireland.  Although  it  might 
sometimes  appear  that  there  was  con- 
siderable hardship  entailed  in  deporting 
Irishmen  before  they  obtained  a  settle- 
ment in  Scotland,  there  was  practically 
very  little  hardship  at  all.  Where  there 
was  any  hardship,  the  case  had 
been  generally  left  undisturbed. 
What  they  objected  to  in  Scotland 
was  that  at  certain  seasons  uf 
the  year,  when  there  was  a  want  of 
labour  in  Ireland,  large  numbers  of  Irish  ^ 
labourers  came  across.  They  did  not 
want  them  to  become  their  habitual 
paupers  and  to  have  to  support  them  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  Surely  it  was 
very  reasonable  to  say  that  having  a 
Law  of  Settlement  in  Scotland,  that  law 
should  foe  observed.  In  large  centres,  in 
cities  like  Glasgow,  where  a  large  number 
of  Irishmen  were  continually  coming  on 
to  Uie  rates,  the  only  thing  that 
kept  down  the  rates  was  the  fear 
those  Irishmen  had  of  beii^  de- 
ported to  Ireland,  which  inducofl 
them  to  make  themselves  scarce 
when  the  district  officer  went  round. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  either  this  or  any  other  Ses- 
sion would  not  attempt  to  alter  the  pre- 
sent law  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  J.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.) 
said  that  he  must  express  his  regret  at 
hearing  the  observations  of  the  hon. 

Mr.  J,  J.  Clancy. 
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Graitleman  opposite.  As  a  Scotch  re- 
presentative he  should  certainly  support 
any  Measure  that  the  Government  might 
bring  in  that  would  remedy  an  acknow- 
ledged injustice.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  If  mi 
Irishman  resident  in  a  Scotch  town  hap- 
pened to  move  over  the  line  that  divided 
one  parish  from  another  within  five 
years,  if  he  became  a  pauper  he  lost 
his  parish  settlement  and  was  liable  to 
be  deported  to  his  parish  of  origin  in 
Ireland. 

Sib  MARK  STEWART  said  that  that 
law  applied  equally  to  Scotchmen  and 

Irishmen. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that  might  be 
so,  but  it  must  be  recollected  that  the 
Scotchman  was  in  his  native  country 
whereas  the  Irishman  was  liable  to  be 
deported  back  to  Ireland.  If  aa  Irish- 
man had  resided  in  Scotland  for  five 
years,  in  whatever  parishes  he  might 
have  Uved  he  ought  to  acquire 
a  Scotch  domicile,  that  would  pre- 
vent his  deportation  to  Irdand.  He 
thought  that  was  a  very  reasonaUe  pro- 
position, and  i^  the  Government  would 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  make  such  an  alterar 
tion  in  the  law  he  for  one  would  heartily 
support  it.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 

Mr.  W.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) 
said  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  appeared  to  think  that  five 
years'  residence  by  an  Irishman  in  Scot- 
land ought  to  entitle  him  to  a  Scotch 
settlement.  But  what  would  the  hon. 
Gentleman  think  when  he  told  him  that 
he  knew  of  cases  in  which  Irishmen  had 
been  deported  to  Ir^and  after  i3  years' 
residence  in  Scotland?  It  was  absurd 
for  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Kirkcudbright  to  say  that  this  constituted 
no  hardship  upon  the  Irish  people. 

Sir  MARK  STEWART  said  that  what 
he  had  said  was  that  there  were  no  cases 
of  hardship  that  were  not  duly  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  FIELD  asked  whether  the  fact 
that  an  Irishman  had  lived  40  or  60  years 
in    Scotland   was    not    a    hardship  7 

[Laughter.]  • 

Mb.  p.  C.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E.)  re- 
marked that  it  was  a  great  hardship  upon 
the  poorer  districts  in  Ireland  that 
those  who  had  left  them  so  many 
years  ago  should  be  sent  back  as 
paupers  to  be  a  burden  upon  the  rates. 
In  conclusion  he  mentioned  that  the 
adoption  of  the  reciprocity  principle 
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would  not  be  at  all  fair  to  Ireland,  be- 
cause it  must  be  admitted  that  there 
wK-e  -vetj  few  inducements  to  English 
and  Scotch  people  to  settle  in  Ireland. 

He  and  his  Friends  had  every  con- 
fidence after  the  speech  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  there  would  soon  be  an 
end  to  the  unfair  and  unjust  deportor 
tion  of  paupers  from  Scotluid  and  Eng- 
land to  Ireland. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

OTTOMAN  KMPDia  BBFORHS. 

Hb.  DISRAELI  (Cheshire,  Altrin- 
cham)  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion, to  add  the  words, — 

"  And  humWy  to  reproBent  to  your  Mftjesty, 
Bfl  the  Sovereign  of  many  milUona  of  Mussul- 
man Bubjecta,  the  argent  deeirabiltty  of  sending 
a  special  envoy  to  Constnnttnople,  in  order  to 
guard  not  only  Sritish  Imperial  interests  but  to 
promote  the  carrying  through  of  appropriate 
reforniB  for  all  the  inhabitants,  irrespective  of 
nee  or  religion,  of  the  Ottoman  Empire." 

He  said  he  need  not,  he  was  sure,  apolo- 
gise for  moving,  this  Amendment,  as  it 
was  a  worthy  and  fitting  Amendment 
to  move  to  the  Address  in  reply  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  Our  diplo- 
matic arrangements  at  Conetantinople 
had  been  watched  with  peculiar  interest 
by  the  60  million  Mussulman  subjects 
of  the  Queen.  The  strong  leadings  which 
the  authorities  at  Constantinople  had 
received  from  Hw  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  other  Powers  of  Eiu*ope 
had  siTuck  considerable  consternation 
amongst  those  same  Mussulmans.  Hon. 
Members  had  read  lately  that  the  coer- 
cion of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  had  been 
received  by  the  Indian  MahomeJans  in 
a  very  different  spirit  to  that  in  which 
it  had  been  received  by  the  English 
people,  a  fact  which  demanded  the  most 
serious  consideration.  ["  Hear,  hear  t "] 
Hostile  co^cion  was  one  thing,  and 
friendly  pressure  was  another.  The 
Sultui  was  the  head  of  a  friendly  Power, 
and  the  Mussulman  population  of  our 
Empire  could  not  understand  the  change 
of  policy  on  our  part  during  the  last 
few  years.  That  change  of  policy  had 
largely  lost  us  that  prestige  which  Eng- 
land used  to  have  in  the  East.  He  could 
not  gather  what  the  policy  of  the  future 
was  to  bo,  but  it  might  be  said  that 
now  the  Powers  were  in  line  and  deter- 
mined upon  one  definite  foreign  policy. 


The  state  of  a&irs  in  Turkey  had  now 
become  a  matter  of  almost  European  con- 
cern, almost  a  matter  of  European  con- 
ference, and  the  successful  diplomacy  of 
our  Foreign  Minister — ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
— diplomacy  which  had  brought  RuMia 
into  line  with  the  rest  of  Europe — showed 
the  great  importance  of  the  subject.  It 
was  well,  under  these  circumstances,  to 
let  Turkey  see  that,  at  all  events,  oiur 
power  and  prestige  was  not  going  to 
lose  anything  by  its  representation  in 
Constantinople  itself,  that  the  Sultan 
might  erpect  to  receive  from  England 
that  courtesy  which  he  had  almtys  re- 
ceived in  the  past.     A  special  British 
Envoy  at  Constantinople  at  the  present 
time  might  conclude  what  had  been  a 
dreadful  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
East,  and  might  fxilfil  the  expectations 
of  futiu"e  permanent  security  and  peace. 
At  the  present  moment  a  strong  man 
was  needed,  one  who  could  go  to  the 
Sultan  accredited  by  Her  Majesty  with 
the  Sultan's  knowledge  that  he  came  to 
Constantinople  with  an  open  mind  to 
review  matters  as  th^  stood.  The 
British  Ambassador  now  at  Constanti- 
nople was  hardly  the  man  to  conduct 
negotiations,  which  had  become  of  a  very 
delicate  character.  [Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh!  "J 
It  was  a  matter  of  open  notoriety  that 
the  Sultan  was  not,  and  had  hardly  been, 
on  speaking  terms  with  the  Ambassador 
of  England.      Whether  the  Sultan  had 
done  right  or  wrong  it  was  not  proper 
\  that  the  accredited  Ambassador  of  this 
country  should  stand  in  an  inferior  posi- 
tion to  the  messenger  of  any  other  coun- 
try in  Europe  at  Constantinople,  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]   It  was  an  open  fact  that,  while 
the  Ambassadors  of  France,  Russia  and 
Germany  had  had  open  audiences  of  the 
Sultan  on  any  occasion  they  liked — in 
fact,  the  proceedings  had  been  described 
by     a     distinguished  Anglo-Turk — 
[laughter,  and  cries  of  "  Name "] — 
as  "  running  in  and  out  of  the  Palace " 
— [renewed  laughter] — the  British  Am- 
bassador had  isolated  himself  by  his 
language  and  his  actions  from  the  credit 
and  confidence  of  the  Sultan.    [Cries  of 
"Oh,  oh  I"]    However  evil  the  man, 
however  monstrous  the  deeds  of  which 
the  Sultan  was,  rightly  or  wrongly,  in- 
dicted, he  ventured  to  think  that  the 
British  diplomatist  who  was  accredited 
to  the  Porto,  whether  the  Sultan  liked 

[SUUt  Day. 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  iC 


679  Adi^sain  {COMMONS}  Answer  0  ffer  580 


or  disliked  him,  should  be  in  the  posi- 
tion of  a  pertona  grata  at  the  Turkish 
Court,  and  should  at  all  times  and  in 
all  places  be  able  to  uphold  the  intai^ets 
intrusted  to  him.  He  did  not  know 
whether  this  was  part  of  a  new  policy 
to  give  up  English  prestige  and  influence 
at  Constantinople,  nor  did  ho  know 
whether  it  was  the  wish  of  Knglish  Minis- 
ters at  the  present  day  to  allow  Russia 
to  obtain  the  ascendency  which  England 
had  always  held,  and  which  she  ought 
always  to  hold.  ["Hear,  hear  1  "J  It 
was  the  Russian  diplomatists  who  were 
at  present  in  high  favour  with  the  Porte, 
and  who  w«-e  able  to  obtain  measures  of 
reform  and  redress  for  their  own  coun- 
trymen which  the  English  Ambassador 
could  not  'secure.  All  this  went  far  to 
weaken  the  British  position.  The  Turks 
could  not  understand  why  England  did 
not  see  the  game  Kussia  was  playing. 
Russian  prestigie  at  Constantinople  would 
mean,  perhaps,  command  of  the  Darda- 
nelles, and  then  England  would  see  her 
naval  powar  in  the  Mediterranean 
weakened}  and  her  hold  on  B^ypt  and 
the  Suez  Canal  and  her  path  to  India 
threatened.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  As  he 
believed  that  the  solution  of  the  Eastern 
Question  was  to  be  sought  and  found  at 
Constantinople  now,  as  it  had  always 
been,  and  not  in  the  offices  of  the  Anglo- 
Armenian  Committee,  or  any  other  place, 
and  as  the  solution  of  the  question  was 
now  of  a  graver  character  than  ever,  he 
thought  the  adoption  of  his  Amendment 
would  be  a  wise  and  a  strong  step  iri  the 
right  direction.  After  all  those  years 
of  failure  of  British  diplomacy  he  thought 
there  must  be  some  weakness,  not  only 
in  our  administration  in  the  East,  but 
also  in  otir  administration  at  home, 
weakening  our  diplomatic  relations  with 
the  Porte  and  destroying  that  Power 
which  used  to  be  the  strongest  Power  at 
Constantinople.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  He 
begged  to  move  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  F.  G.  BANBURY  (CamberweU, 
Peckham)  formally  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  (Shef- 
field, Ecclesall)  said  he  had  listened  with 
interest  to  the  speech  just  addressed  to 
the  House  by  the  hon.  Member  tor  Altrin- 
cham,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  hon.  Member  had 
dealt  with  an  exceedingly  difficult  and 
delicate  question  with  much  moderation. 

Mr.  Disraeli. 


He  did  not  think  the  gravity  of  the  crisia 
in  the  East  was  fully  realised  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  He  believed  that  unless  the 
greatest  caution,  tact,  and  moderation 
were  now  displayed  both  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  by  their  representative 
at  Constantinople,  a  very  terrible  crisis 
might  result — one  which  all  lovers  of 
humanity  would  deplore.  If  once  against 
that  terrible  race  the  religious  antago- 
nism or  fanaticism  were  aroused  in  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  it  would  not  be  a  few 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  victims  who 
would  suffer,  but  a  very  lai^e  portion  of 
the  whole  Christian  population  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  might  become  the  vic- 
tims of  another  outrage.  It  had  always 
been  the  object  of  persons  in  this  country 
who  had  had  to  deal  with  the  Eastern 
QueBtiou  in  a  responsible  position,  above 
all  things  to  avoid  raising  that  terrible 
religious  fanaticism  which  underlay  all 
movements  in  the  East.  For  the  past 
two  years  that  danger  had  been  foj^otten 
in  this  country.  Language  of  the  most 
reckless  and  unjustifiable  kind  had  been 
used  not  only  towards  the  Sultan  but 
towards  his  Ministers,  the  Turkish  people 
and  the  Mussulman  religion,  and  he  held 
that  that  language  and  the  injustice  with 
which  the  Txu-kish  Government  had  been 
treated  were  largely  responsible  for  the 
terrible  events  which  had  taken  place  in 
Asia  Minor  during  the  last  few  months 
of  1895.  He  did  not  believe  it  possible 
to  find  a  case  in  history  in  which 
language  so  reckless  had  been  tued  in 
regard  to  the  Sovereign  of  a  friendly 
Power  as  had  been  used  towards  the 
Sultan  and  his  Government  during  the 
last  two  years.  That  language  was  abso- 
lutely unjustifiable.  A  very  bitter  feeling 
had  in  consequence  sprung  up  towards 
this  country  in  Turkey,  and  that  feeling 
waa  deliberately  increased  by  the  various 
provocations'on  the  part  of  the  Armenian 
Secret  Societies.  They  had  now  had  for 
a  period  of  twelve  months,  with  two 
exceptions,  comparative  tranquillity* 
throughout  the  Ottoman  Empire.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  laughed,  but  he  was 
simply  stating  what  was  the  fact.  They 
seemed  to  forget  that  upon  the  main- 
tenance of  that  tranquillity  depended  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  their  fellow-beings. 
When  in  Constantinople  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  heads  of 
all  the  great  Christian  communities 
there,  and  everyone  said  that  the  first 
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object  of  Btatesmanship  and  diplomacj 
was  to  maintain  that  tranquillity.  That 
tranquillity  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Sultan  and  the  Government  of  Turkey 
had  issued  the  most  stringent  orders  that 
any  person  who  attempted  to  break  the 
peace  should  be  immediately  dealt  with 
in  the  sternest  way.  That  was  a  fact 
which  ought  to  be  recognised  in  this 
country  instead  of  the  most  immitigated 
abuse  being  lavished  on  the  Turkish 
Government  for  things  which  they  had 
actually  not  been  guilty  oi  In  addition 
to  those  orders  it  was  well  known  that 
the  Sultan  had  promulgated  a  number  of 
valuable  reforms  which  had  been  asked 
for  by  their  Ambassador,  and  which  had 
been  actually  made  into  law.  Those  re- 
forms consist  of  the  appointment  of 
Christian  Bub-Governors,  of  Christian 
members  of  the  gendarmerie,  of  the  re- 
lease of  all  the  Armenian  prisoners  except 
those  who  had  been  convicted  of  acts  of 
extreme  violence,  and  of  considerable 
giants  of  money  to  the  relief  of  the 
Armenians  themselves.  The  Blue-book 
just  published  for  tha  first  time  showed 
this  country  in  the  light  of  a  leader  of 
a  policy  of  coercion  towards  Turkey,  and 
undoubtedly  that  constituted  a  very  grave 
fact.  His  hon.  Friend  in  his  interesting 
speech  reminded  the  House  that  Her 
Majesty  was  the  Sovereign  of  seventy 
millions  of  Mussulman  subjects,  and  waa 
in  fact  the  first  Sovereign  of  Mussulmans 
in  the  world.  It  was  a  grave  fact  that 
the  Government  of  this  cotmtry  should 
appear  for  the  first  time  in  what  appeared 
a  spirit  of  hostile  coercion  towards 
Turkey.  The  great  achievement  which 
this  Blue-book  had  apparently  been  pub- 
lished to  prove  was  that  the  Government 
had  brought  into  line  the  Government  of 
that  Power  which  had  always  been  most 
hostile  towards  Turkey,  and  which  in 
recent  years  had  thwarted  every  effort 
for  the  improvement  of  Turkey,  whether 
the  effort  had  been  made  by  a  Conserva- 
tive or  a  Liberal  Government  in  this 
country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouth  (Sir  W, 
Harcourt)  knew  that  his  efforts,  as  were 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  which 
succeeded  him,  were  deliberately  thwarted 
by  the  Government  of  Russia.  When  we 
were  trying  to  coerce  Turkey  in  a  hostile 
way  in  conjunction  with  the  Government 
of  Russia,  and  more  or  less  with  other 
Governments,  what  was  the  danger  1  As 


had  been  pointed  out,  the  danger  on  the 
one  side  was  that  of  irritating  Moslem 
feeling,  and  on  the  other  side  was  a  more 
threatening  danger.  With  every  step 
wc  took  in  this  direction  we  were  driving 
the  Sultan  and  the  Turkish  Government 
nearer  and  neiirer  to  Russia,  and  more 
and  more  would  the  Turkish  Goveriunent 
be  inclined  to  submit  to  the  terms  under 
which  the  Government  of  Russia  were 
prepared  to  render  any  support  to  the 
Government  of  Turkey.  It  was  no  use 
shutting  our  eyes  to  this  fact.  If  the 
Turkish  Government  consented  to  put 
th&  Dardanelles  into  the  hands  of  Russia 
to-morrow  that  Government  might  have 
a  Russian  fieet  and  a  Russian  army  in, 
alliance  and  support.  This  was  a  great 
fact  to  which  no  British  Government 
should  shut  its  eyes.  If  once  the  Rus- 
sian power  was  at  Constantinople,  then 
we  must  be  prepared  for  the  loss  of  our 
naval  supremacy  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  our  occupation  of  Egypt  and  the 
Suez  Canal  would  be  absolutely  useless. 
There  would  be  placed  under  the  control 
of  Russia  half  a  million  of  the  finest  fight- 
ing force  in  the  world,  rendering  an 
attack  on  our  Indian  Empire  certain  and 
almost  certain  to  be  successful.  That 
must  be  the  consequence  of  placing 
Russia  in  control  of  Constantinople  with 
supreme  influence  in  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire. And  so  he  came  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  noble  Friend,  and  what  he 
had  said  was  leading  up  to  that.  He 
had  tried  to  point  out  the  gravity  of 
the  crisis,  the  danger  that  accompanied 
a  policy  of  hostile  coercion,  not  only  in 
irritating  Moslem  feeling  t}u*oi:^hout  the 
world,  not  only  as  r^rded  the  fate  of 
Constantinople  and  the  existence  of  the 
Christians  in  Turkey.  Before  we  could 
intervene  for  the  protection  of  even  the 
coast-line,  these  Christians  might  become 
the  victims  of  an  outburst  of  Moslem 
fanaticism.  Every  turn  of  the  hostile 
screw  would  force  the  Sultan  against  his 
will  more  and  more  under  the  control 
of  the  Russian  Govenuuent.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  Sultan  or  any  consi- 
derable portion  of  his  subjects  were 
anxious  to  fall  under  the  power  of  Russia. 
He  believed,  and  certainly  he  could  speak 
of  the  majority  of  Turks  with  whom  he 
had  conversed,  they  dreaded  and  detested 
the  power  of  Kussia,  and  yet  the  British 
Government,  by  this  policy  of  hostile 
coercion,  were  forcing  Turkey  from  ua 
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and  towards  our  great  rival.  His  hon. 
Friend's  Amendment  referred  to  a 
Special  Envoy  to  Constantinople,  and  his 
hon.  Friend  hod  dealt  with  the  subject 
with  much  care  and  moderation  of  lan- 
guage, which  he  hoped  to  imitate.  He 
felt  it  was  a  most  delicate  matter  to  say 
(Ui3rthing  About  the  representatives  of 
the  Crown  at  the  present  crisis,  but  it 
was  a  fact  well  known  throughout  Europe 
that  the  relations  between  the  British 
Ambassador  and  the  Sovereign  of  Turkey 
were,  and  had  been  for  the  last  two  years, 
exceedingly  strained,  and  the  position 
had  become  almost  impossible.  Some 
people  might  say  this  was  creditable  to 
the  Ambassador,  and  discreditable  to  the 
Sultan,  but  anyone  who  knew  any  thing 
about  the  ways  of  diplomacy  would  know 
that  an  Ambassador  in  that  position  was 
deprived  of  influence.  Whatever  he 
might  think  of  the  Government,  it  was 
bis  duty  to  maintain  courteous  diplo- 
matic relations  until  he  was  withdrawn. 
It  was  a  notorious  fact  that  these  relar 
tiona  were  strained  until  the  position 
was  well  nigh  intolerable.  This  was 
notorious  in  Constantinople  and  known 
in  every  Chancellery  in,  Europe.  Owing 
to  this  fact  the  policy  of  this  country 
would  fail.  The  policy  foreshadowed  in 
the  Blue-book  might  be  good  and  might 
be  necessary,  but  it  would  fail  for  this 
reason.  His  hon.  Friend  was  justified 
in  the  suggestion  he  had  made,  and  the 
Govermneut  would  do  well  to  consider 
it.  One  remark  as  to  the  way  in  which 
British  policy  might  best  become  suc- 
cessful. A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  the  concert  of  Europe,  but  the 
concert  of  Europe  up  to  the  present  had 
been  a  sad  failure,  and  had  achieved 
very  little,  and  though  there  now 
seemed  to  be  some  prospect  of  its  succeed- 
ing, he  thought  that  was  very  shadowy. 
He  would  urge  upon  the  Government  a 
recurrence  to  the  policy  with  regard  to 
their  European  support  and  European 
alliances  which  was  piu-sued  by  Lord 
Beaconsfield  in  1878.  On  that  occasion 
the  Prime  Minister  was  confronted  by  a 
crisis  as  difficult  aa  at  present,  perhaps 
more  pressing,  and  he  secured  strong 
support  in  Europe.  Ho  secured  tho  sup- 
port of  those  great  Powers  of  Central 
Europe  whose  political  interests  were 
identical  with  ours,  and  was  thus  enabled 
in  that  fpreat  crisis  to  avoid  a  European 
war.    Ho  knew  that  Sir  William  Har- 
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court  was  very  fond  of  indulging  in  at- 
tacks upon  Lord  Beoconsfield's  policy, 
and  trying  to  persuade  himself  that  it 
hod  failed.  It  was  not  Lord  Beacons- 
field's  policy  that  had  failed ;  it  was  the 
reverse  of  his  policy.  The  policy  of  Lord 
Beoconsfidd  was  one  of  friendly  pressure^ 
and  not  of  hostile  coercion.  The  policy 
of  Lord  Beaconsfield  was  based  on  the 
support  of  the  Gemian  monarchies  and 
of  Italy,  but  the  policy  of  the  last  three 
years  was  based  on  the  supposed  but  im- 
practicable support  of  France  and  Russia. 
*Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  policy  of  Lord 
Beaconsfield  in  the  East  is  not  raised  on 
this  Motion,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  sending  of  a  special  envoy  to  the 
Turkish  Government. 

Sm  £.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  was 
sorry  he  had  digressed  from  tho  exact 
point  of  the  Amendment.  In  his  opinion 
the  best  way  of  carrying  through  reforms 
now  would  be  by  getting  the  support  of 
those  Powers  whose  support  we  hod  be- 
fore, and  which  was  effective.  He  would 
further  point  out  that  it  would  bo  wiso 
to  institute  practical  supervision  over  tho 
work  of  reform  and  over  the  administrap 
tion,  rather  than  by  fantastic  schemes  of 
which  they  had  heard  so  much  of  late. 
The  appointment  of  military  consuls  was 
a  practical  measure  of  great  value,  and 
the  Govmimenb  would  do  well  to  adopt 
some  such  measure  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. If  the  Government  intended  their 
policy  in  the  East  to  be  successful,  they 
must  obtain  the  support  of  those  Powers 
whoso  general  political  interests  were 
identical  with  ours,  and  on  whom  we 
could  rely  in  case  of  need.  So  long  as 
this  country  attempted  to  rely  on  the 
support  of  Russia  and  France  in  this  mat- 
ter, they  were  bound  to  faih  If  they 
once  put  before  the  Sultan  a  clear  and 
definite  schema  in  a  friendly  w^ay,  as 
England  used  to  do  in  the  past,  by  an 
Ambassador  who  would  address  himself 
in  a  diplomatic  and  friendly  way  to  the 
Sovereign  of  the  great  Mussulman  State, 
and  if  that  scheme  of  reform  got  the  sup- 
port of  Austria,  which'  was  interested  as 
much  as  we  were  in  the  East,  of  Ger- 
many, and  of  Italy,  with  whom  we  could 
cordially  co-operate,  theo,  and  then 
alone,  in  his  opinion.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  could  hope  for  success  in 
their  policy  with  regard  to  Turiiey  and 
tho  Mussulmans  and  Christians  of  that 
country. 
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*Thb  under  secretary  of  STATE 
FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mb.  G.  Cur- 
KON,  Lancashire,  Southport) :  There  was 
one  statement  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  jxist  concluded  in  which 
I  quite  concur — namely,  in  the  admission 
that  the  hon.  Memb^  who  moved  the 
Amendmeat,  and  whose  hereditarj  and 
legitimate  interest  in  this  question  we  all 
allow — ["  Hear,  hear  1"] — made  a  most 
temperate  and  moderate  speech.    I  own 
I  feel  some  difficulty  in  understanding 
his  position,  because  I  gather,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  he  approved  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government — an  admission 
which  we  were  grateful  to  receive — but, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  deprecated  what  he 
described  as  a  policy  of  coercion  of  tho 
Sultim,  mainly  on  the  ground  of  the  con- 
stmiation  that  it  was  producing  or 
would  produce  among  the  Mahomedan 
inhabitants  of  the  Indian  Empire  of  Her 
Majesty.    I  do  not  believe  for  one  mo- 
ment  in  this   consternation.    ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  I  have  had,  perhaps,  as  many 
-  opportunities  as  the  hon.   Member  of 
studying  the  question,  and  I  have  had  no 
evidence  before  me  that  any  such  con- 
sternation either  already  exists  or  is 
likely  to  be  called  into  existence.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]    Anyhow,  whether  that  be  so 
or  not,  I  would  submit  to  Uie  House  that 
our  policy  in  Europe  in  dischai^e  of  the  re- 
spongibilities  which,  by  treaty  and  other- 
wise, we  have*  on  many  occasions  assumed, 
ought  not  primarily  to  be  dictated  by 
considerations  of  the  effect  that  policy 
may  produce  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
Her  Majesty's  Empire  in  India.   ["  Hear, 
hearl  "]   I  go  further  than  that.  Both 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  spokwi  have 
described  our  policy  as  one  of  hostile 
coercion  against  the  Sultan,  and  have 
objected  to  it  on  those  grounds.   Sir,  it 
is  not  our  policy  alone.   The  policy  we 
are  pursuing  is  not  the  policy  of  one 
Power,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  combined 
PowOTS  of  Europe,  and  whether  it  be,  in 
the  last  resort,  a  policy  of  hostile  coer- 
cion or  not  depends,  not  upon  us,  but 
upon    the    Sultan    himself.     ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  It  rests  entirely  at  this  moment 
with  the  Sovereign  of  Turk^  whether 
that  policy,  which  is  not  in  its  inception 
or  design  one  of  coercion,  but  which  is 
a  policy  of  reform  in  the  interests  of 
every  section  of  the  Ottoman  Empire 
— of  Turks,  as  well  as  of  Christians — 
it  rests,  I  say,  with  the  Sultan  himself 

VOL.  XLV.  [foubth  sbri:^.] 


I  to  decide  whethar  that  policy,  in  the  ob- 
jects of  which  I  believe  there  is  not  a 
man  in  this  House  who  is  not  agreed,  is 
successfidly  carried  out,  or  whether,  in 
consequence  of  obstruction,  it  de- 
velops and  is  translated  into  that  hostile 
coercion  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers BO  much  oliyect.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "? 
An  Amendment  has  been  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member,  the  terms  of  which  have 
been  read  and  which  are  on  record  on 
the  order  paper  of  this  House ;  but  I 
cannot  help  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  words  of  the  Amendment, 
although  some  attention  was  paid  to 
them  in  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Mover,  were  studiously  ignored  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  seconded  it.  The  hon. 
Member  said  nothing  whatever  about  the 
Amendment. 

Sra  E.  ASHMEAD-6ARTLETT :  I  beg 
pardon.  I  distinctly  said  that  I  thought 
it  was  very  unfortunate  that  the  relations 
between  the  present  Ambassador  and  the 
Porte  were  so  strained. 
*Mr.  CUltZON:  I  am  obliged  to  my 
hon.  Friend  for  the  correction,  because  it 
enables  me  to  bring  before  the  House 
that  which  lies  directly  before  it.  We 
are  not  here  to  discuss  the  general  ques- 
tion of  the  Ottoman  Empire  or  the  gene- 
ral policy  of  the  Government  What  we 
are  discussing  is  an  Amendment  which 
is  a  Motion  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
present  representative  of  the  Queen  at 
Constantinople.  [Cheers.]  That  is  the 
true  point  and  genu  of  this  Amendment, 
to  which  I  purpose  to  address  myself. 
I  am  not  going  to  take  the  line  of  depre- 
cating such  an  attack.  If  the  spirit 
which  I  suppose  underlay  the  two 
speeches  to  which  we  have  listened 
exists  either  in  this  House  or  outside — 
which  I  do  not  for  one  moment  believe 
— I  think  it  would  be  far  better  that 
that  spirit  of  distrust  should  be  ex- 
pressed and  debated  on  the  floor  of  this 
House  than  that  it  should  simmer  in  the 
Lobbies  or  that  it  should  find  anonymous 
and  irresponsible  expression  in  the  Press, 
although"  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  I  have 
seen  no  coimtenance  in  the  Press  on 
either  side,  and  I.  expect  to  find  in  the 
Press  no  echo  of  the  spirit  of  protest  and 
complaint  to  which  utterance  was  given 
in  the  speeches  of  my  hon.  Friends. 
["Hear,  hearl"]  In  speaking  of  the 
Ambassador  at  Constantinople,  upon 
whom  no  one  can  deny  that  a  slur  is 
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intended  to  be  cast  when  a  proposal  is 
laid  before  us  that  a  Special  Envoy 
shall  be  sent  to  Constantinople  to  take 
his  place — in  speaking  of  that  distin- 
guished representative  of  Her  Majesty, 
I  will  not  shelter  the  Government  or 
shield  him  behind  the  plea  that  he  is  an 
absent  man  and  cannot  answer  for  him- 
self. Though  it  may  be  a  general  rule 
of  popular  acceptance  tha*^^  representa- 
tives of  the  Queen  in  foreign  parts  ought 
to  be  exempted  from  the  criticism  and 
the  censure  of  this  House  where  they 
cannot  speak  for  themselves,  yet  I  can 
well  understand  that  there  may  be  cases 
in  which  a  Viceroy,  or  Ambassador,  or 
Minister,  even  though  he  be  absent, 
and  even  though  he  be  subjected 
to  compulsozy  silence,  may  yet  be 
open  to  the  legitimate  criticism 
and  even  the  animadversion  of  this 
House.  But  my  point  is  that  this  is 
not  one  of  those  cases — ["  Hear,  hear  "J 
— and  that  in  the  few  vague  phrases  of 
my  hon.  Friends  there  is  no  foundation 
whatever  for  the  charges  which,  by  im- 
plication more  than  direct  expression, 
they  have  advanced.  Now  I  proceed  to 
consider  those  chaises.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  moved  the  Amendment  said  that 
we  required  at  Constantinople  a  strong 
man  with  an  open  mind.  What  was  the 
imputation  that  he  desired  to  convey? 
It  was  that  Sir  Philip  Currie  was  not  a 
man  of  open  mind  and  not  a  strong  man. 
Well,  I  should  imagine  that  if  any  man 
ever  went  to  Constantinople  with  pre- 
possessions which  were  likely  to  lead  him 
in  the  direction  which  the  hon.  Members 
have  described  as  the  old  traditional 
policy  of  this  country,  that  man  was  Sir 
Philip  Currie.  He  first  went  to  Constan- 
tinople in  1876  as  secretary  to  the  mis- 
sion of  Lord  Salisbury,  and  then  he  was 
secretary  to  the  special  English  mission 
at  the  Congress  of  Berlin  in  1878.  If 
any  prepossession  or  prejudice — which  I 
do  not  admit — had  existed  in  his  mind 
it  would  have  been  a  prepossession  and 
prejudice  of  a  Turcophile  character,  and 
if  in  the  passage  of  events  Sir  Philip 
Currie  has  had  to  change  his  viewft— 
which  I  do  not  for  a  moment  say — ^it  is 
becanse  he  has  since  then  acquired  an 
experience  which  too  many  of  us  in  this 
House  lack.  \Laughter  and  "  Hear, 
hear."]  The  hon.  Member  went  on  to 
say  that  under  the  guidance  of  our  Am- 
bassador we  had  adopted  a  new  policy, 
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and  he  appeared  to  make  Sir  Philip 
Currie  responsible  for  the  change,  as  he 
appeared  to  regard  it,  iik  the  direction 
of  our  policy.  But  if — I  will  not  say  the 
policy — but  if  the  feeling  upon  which  the 
policy  of  this  country  towards  Turkey  is 
founded  has  in  any  respect  changed  in 
recent  years,  it  has  not  been  due 
to  any  Ambassador  or  to  any  Foreign 
Minister,  but  to  the  action  ot  tho 
Turkish  authorities  themselves,  and 
to  tlie  remorseless  and  irresistible 
logic  of  events.  [''Hear,  hear!"J 
The  hon.  Member  made  it  a  matter  of 
complaint  that  the  Sultan  waa  not  on 
speaking  terms  with  the  British  Ambas- 
siidor,  and  that  the  relations  between  the 
two  were  strained.  I  do  not  know  from 
what  personal  experience  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Mover  speaks. 

*Mb.  DLSIIAELI:  Perhaps  I  should 
say  that  the  Ambassador  was  not  on 
speaking  terms  with  the  Sultan. 

*Mr.  curzon  :  I  do  not  object  to  the 
correction,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  speaks  from  personal  experience  or 
whether  he  has  culled  his  information 
from  more  authoritative  sources. 
[Laughter.]  In  either  case  the  all^ar 
tion  of  the  hon.  Member  is  not  borne 
out  by  the  reports  received. 

*Mr.  DISliAELI:  Because  they  are 
received  from  the  Ambassador. 

*Mii.  CUItZON:  We  have  constant 
reports  from  the  Ambassador  of  inter- 
views with  the  Sultan  in  which  views 
are  expressed  on  both  sides.  We  have 
had  no  difficulty  in  recaving  from  our 
Ambassador  the  opinions  which  the 
Sultan  has  desired  to  place  before  us, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  su^estions  of  the  hon.  Member  are 
in  any  sense  true.  [Cheers.]  He  has 
tried  to  convey  to  us  that  the  Ambas- 
sador of  this  country  stands  in  an  inferior 
position  at  Constantinople  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  other  Powers.  I  believe 
that  to  be  an  unfounded  and  grotesque 
insinuation.  The  hon.  Member  has  said 
that  he  cannot  secure  for  British  interests 
and  British  trade  that  legitimate  protec- 
tion which  other  Ambassadors  secure  for 
the  subjects  of  their  various  nationali- 
ties. If  British  trade  be  the  question  at 
issue  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  word, 
because  as  representing  the  Commercial 
Department  of  the  Foreign  OflSce,  I  have 
charge  of  a  good  deal  of  the  work,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  in  the  hands  of 
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Sir  Philip  Currie,  so  far  from  detecting 
any  inability  to  secure  due  regard  for 
our  interesta,  I  find,  on  the  contrary, 
that  we  have  as  vigilant  and  succeesful 
an  influence  applied  to  our  concerns  as 
we  could  possibly  desire.  [Cheers.]  I 
do  not  desire  to  argue  with  my  hon. 
Friends  on  these  small  points.  Not 
having  myself  lately  been  at  Constan- 
tinople— [laughter] — I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  argue  the  matter  with  the 
various  emulous  pilgrims — [laughter] — 
who  have  recently  been  sojourning  there. 
But  what  is  the  moment  which  my  hon. 
Friend  has  selected  to  bring  this  implied 
vote  of  censure  on  Sir  Philip  Currie 
before  the  House?  A  more  inopportune 
moment  he  could  not  possibly  have 
chosen.  [Cheers,]  We  have  just  laid 
before  the  Hoiue  of  Commons  a  Blue- 
book,  which,  I  venture  to  say,  has  eli- 
cited greater  unanimity  and  satisfaction 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  than  any 
Blue-book  which  in  my  short  recollection 
of  Parliament  I  can  remember.  For  that 
common  recognition  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
profoundly  grateful.  In  speaking  of  the 
Eastern  Question  it  does  not  do  to 
be  over  sanguine,  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  result  of  a  perusal  of  the 
Blue-book  is  to  enable  us  to  obtain 
an  outlook  at  the  present  moment  more 
favourable  than  it  has  been  for  some 
time  past.  In  these  discussions,  which 
have  been  taking  place  at  Constantinople, 
which  are  now  taking  place,  and  which 
this  Blue-book  records,  Sir  PhUip  Currie 
has  represented  the  Government  to  its 
entire  satisfaction.  [Cheers.]  With  the 
experience  of  three  years  behind  him, 
with  his  knowledge  of  the  Eastern  Ques- 
tion, and  with  his  ability  and  resource, 
he  has  in  every  respect  completely  and 
satisfactorily  carried  out  the  views  of 
Her  Majesty's  Govomment.  [Cheers.] 
This  is  the  moment  which  my  hon. 
Friends  choose— 
*Mb.  DISRAELI:  It  is  the  only 
moment. 

*Mr.  CURZON  :  That  makes  the  case 
worse  than  it  was  before.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  suggests  that  this  is  the  only 
moment  which  they  can  choose.  The 
very  mom^t  when  we  are  within,  as  we 
hope,  a  near  distance  of  reaching  a  satis- 
factory conclusion,  is  the  only  moment 
when  the  thing  can  be  stopped,  and 
when  the  concert  of  Europe  may  be 


broken  down.  This  is  the  moment 
when  they  intervene  to  secure  the  super- 
session of  the  British  representative  at 
Constantinople.  The  Government  see  no 
necessity  for  any  supersession  at  all. 
[Cheers.]  If  they  were  at  the  present 
moment  to  send  out  a  Special  Envoy  to 
Constantinople,  as  has  been  done  in 
entirely  different  circumstances  on  pre- 
vious occasions — 

Sm  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT:  It 
was  done  in  1876. 

*Mb.  CURZON:  In  1876  Lord  Salis- 
bury went  out  as  Special  Plenipoten- 
tiary and  representative  of  this  country 
to  Constantinople.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
For  what  purpose  did  he  g^>  out?  He 
went  out  to  take  peirt  as  an  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Pl^ipotentiary  in  a  Euro- 
pean Conference  which  was  summoned 
to  take  action  at  Constantinople  subse- 
quent to  the  Bulguian  atrocities  and  the 
Servian  war,  and  previous  to  the  Russian 
invasion.  The  difference  between  the 
two  situations  is  obvious.  In  one  case 
you  have  a  European  Conference  in  which 
representatives  and  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  Great  Powers  are  sent  out  to  Con- 
stantinople— ["  No  "J — to  conduct  an  in- 
ternational European  Conference.  In  the 
other  case  you  have  a  conference  of  Am* 
bassadors  at  Constantinople,  of  persons 
necessarily  best  acquainted  with  Hke 
situation,  possessing  no  initiative, 
chai^d  with  no  powers  of  their  own, 
but  instructed  to  refer  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  to  the  Powers,  who  will 
deliberate  upon  them  and  take  action. 
A  greater  distinction  between  the  two 
situations  cannot  be  imagined.  But 
the  point  I  desired  to  put  before  the 
House  before  I  was  interrupted  was  this 
— ^that  if  we  were  at  the  present  moment 
to  adopt  the  advice  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
to  supersede  Sir  Philip  Currie  and  to  send 
out  a  specifU  envoy  to  Constantinople,  we 
should  not  only  be  inflicting  a  most  gra- 
tuitous public  slur  upon  a  distinguished 
representative  of  the  Crown — [Opposi- 
tion cheers],  but  we  should  be  doing 
more  than  that ;  we  should  be  taking  u 
step  that  would  have  a  very  wide  and 
unfortunate  effect  upon  the  action  and  the 
possibilities  for  good  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  [Cheers.]  I  venture  to 
say  that  it  we  now  adopted  his  advice, 
and  if  any  special  envoy,  either  in  super- 
session of  or  in  supplement  to  the  British 
Ambassador,  were  sent  out  to  Constanti- 
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aople,  there  is  no  step  that  can  be  tm- 
f^ned  Tphich  would  be  more  calculated 
to  weaken  and  to  cripple  the  authority 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  the 
councils  of  Europe.  [Cheers.]  At  the 
very  moment,  when  the  concert  of  Europe 
has  been  re-established,  when  it  is  pro- 
ceeding harmoniously,  when  the  sus- 
picions that  appeared  to  divide  its 
members  have  been  removedj  and  when 
practical  unanimity  has  been  secured, 
we  are  invited  to  remove  or  to  supersede 
or  to  supplement  the  representative  of 
this  country  at  the  Council  Board,  and  to 
acknowledge  by  so  doing  that  our  policy 
up  to  this  point  has  been  a  mistake  or  a 
failure.  On  behalf  of  the  Grovernment 
I  nmst  decline  for  one  moment  to  en- 
tertain any  such  su^stion.  [Cheers.] 
The  Government  intend  to  pursue 
their  poU(^,  and  they  are  satisfied  with 
the  agent  who  has  hitherto  assisted 
to  carry  it  out,  and  we  hope  the  House 
will  with  practical  unanimity  reject  a 
proposal  which,  if  it  were  accepted  as 
part  of  the  Address  in  reply  to  the 
Gracious  Speech  of  Her  Majesty,  would 
convey  both  an  injurious  and  an  un- 
called-for imputation  upon  one  of 
our  most  eminent  representatives  in 
foreign  parts,  and  would  at  the  same 
time  be  generally  interpreted  as  an  abne- 
gation of  the  responsibilities  which  we 
have  assumed  in  the  face  of  Europe  and 
as  a  repudiation  of  the  policy  which  we 
intend  to  follow  and,  if  it  be  possible, 
to  prosecute  to  a  successful  issue. 
[Cheers.] 

*Sm  WILLIAM  HAUCOUJIT  (Mon- 
mouth, W.) ;  We  on  this  Bench  find  oiir- 
selves  in  a  situation  unusual,  but  not  dis- 
agreeable. It  becomes  our  duty  to 
support  Her  Majesty  against  the  attacks 
of  the  irregular  janissaries  below  the 
gangway.  [Laughter.]  I  am  not  sug- 
gesting to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  they  should  resort  to  the  measure 
which  the  Sultans  of  Turkey  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  century  took  with 
regard  tu  those  troops,  and  I  should  not 
have  risen  at  all  to  make  any  remarks, 
agreeing  as  I  do  with  what  has  been  said 
by  the  Under  Secretary  upon  this  occap 
sion,  except  that  I  thought,  having  been 
myself  with  my  colleagues  acting  with  Sir 
Philip  Currie  at  Constantinople,  I  ought 
not  to  be  silent  in  repudiating  this  attack 
made  upon  him  by  the  hon.  Member  in 
the  motion  he  has  submitted  to  the 
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House.  [Ministerial  cheers.]  For  a  more 
able,  ai  more  faithful  representative  than 
Sir  Philip  Currie  Her  Majesty  has  never 
had  in  her  service.  [Cheers.]  What  the 
Under  Secretary  has  said  is  perfectly 
true.  I  should  not  describe  Sir  Philip 
Currie  exactly,  perhaps,  as  a  Turcophile, 
in  the  words  of  the  Under  Secretary,  but 
I  can  say  of  Sir  Philip  Currie — and  I 
know  it  from  my  official  knowledge — 
that  he  went  to  Constantinople  full  of 
hope  and  belief  that  by  friendly  repre- 
sentations to  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  some- 
thing might  be  done  to  advance  reforms 
in  that  empire.  He  has  found  by  ex- 
perience, as  every  man  who  has  gone 
through  that  experiwce  has  found,  thwt 
all  these  hopes  were  disappointed.  Men- 
tion has  been  made  of  a  special  envoy 
to  Constantinople,  aa  represented  by  Lord 
Salisbury  in  December,  1876.  In  the 
representations  that  were  then  made,  the 
hopes  then  experienced,  were  they  not 
entirety  disappointed,  and  did  not  the 
whole  objects  of  the  conference  fail! 
That  the  hon.  Member  who  has  moved 
this  Amendment  should  not  approve  of 
the  present  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  I  am  not  surprised,  be- 
cause it  is.  and  is  allowed  to  be,  a  re- 
versal of  the  policy  which  was  adopted 
S!U  years  ago  by  Lord  Beatwnsfield. 
The  object  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sheffield  and  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  this  Motion  must  have  been  that 
some  new  Commissioner  should  be  sent 
to  Constantinople  to  put  more  "  money 
on  the  wrong  horse."  [Laughter.]  I 
should  imagine  that  that  is  to  be 
the  mission  of  the  Special  Envoy, 
on  the  ground  that  Sir  Philip  Currie 
has  not  been  sufficiently  lavish  of 
the  money  so  expended  in  the  last  20,  I 
might  say  in  the  last  40,  years  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  "]  No,  Sir ;  it  hm  become  appar- 
ent to  ever}^body  now  that  other  mea- 
sures and  another  policy  must  be 
adopted,  in  ho]»ele88ne88  of  representa- 
tiuHH  of  the  clmracter  which  have  been 
made  over  and  over  again,  and  always 
in  vain.  [Cheers.]  The  hon.  Member 
for  Sheffield  said,  "  Why  do  not  you 
make  an  alliance  with  Austria  I "  Has 
he  read  the  Blue-book  which  has  just 
been  presented?  Has  he  perceived  that 
when  the  British  Government  applied 
th«miselves — and  properly — ^to  Austria, 
the  answer  of  Austria  was — "We  will 
make  no  more  representations  to  Turkey 
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until  we  have  settled  the  methods  of 
coercion  which  shall  be  employed 
to  enforce  those  representations."  Is 
it  in  that  spirit  that  the  hon.  Member 
desires  that  a  Special  Envoy  should  be 
sent  to  Constantinople!  That  is,  I  am 
fH&d  to  know,  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to-day ;  and  if — 
and  it  is  perfectly  true,  as  the  Under 
Secretary  has  said — that  the  recent  cor- 
respondence has  been  received  with 
favour,  it  is  because  it  indicates  that  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  has  been 
labouring  to  induce  the  Powers  of  Europe 
to  act  on  the  conviction  that  paper  re- 
niOMtrances  with  Turkey  are  in  vain,  and 
always  will  be ;  and  that  if  you  intend 
really,  in  the  cause  of  civilisation  and 
humanity,  to  aocomplish  anything  at  all, 
you  must  settle  among  yourselves  before- 
hand— and  that,  I  think,  Lord  Salisbury 
has  rightly  laid  down  as  the  policy  to  be 
pursued — those  measures  of  material 
pressure  which  can  alone  give  your  re- 
monstrances any  force  or  effect.  [Cheers.] 
I  agree  with  the  Under  Secretary  that 
this  is  a  moment,  not  to  weaken  the 
hands  of  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  —  [general  cheers]  —  but  to 
strengthen  them  in  the  course  which  we 
desire  them  to  pursue.  And  we  will  be 
no  parties  on  this  side  of  the  House  to 
any  attempt  to  cast  a  slur  upon  the 
agent  of  the  Crown  who  is  pursuing  an 
object  in  which  the  honour  of  this 
country  is  involved,  and  by  whichj  I  be- 
lieve, the  cause  of  civilisation  wUl  be 
served.  [Cheers.] 

Thb  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  do  not  rise  to  continue  the  Debate, 
which  has,  I  think,  gone  on  for  a  suflK- 
cient  length  of  time.  If  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  and  I  were  to  discuss  at 
length  our  views  of  the  history  of  the 
Eastern  Question  for  the  last  30  years, 
jio  doubt  we  should  find  plenty  of  points 
of  difference.  But  on  the  particular 
point  nominally  before  the  House,  a  point 
which  has  been  left  out  of  sight  a  good 
deal  by  some  of  the  speakers,  we  are 
absolutely  at  one ;  and  I  believe  that 
there  is,  on  the  whole,  hardly  any  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  House  with  re^urd  to  the  necessity 
from  the  public  point  of  view,  of  support- 
ing the  distinguished  diplomatist  who  is 
BO  ably  representing  Her  Majesty  at  this 


moment  at  Constantinople.  ["  Hear^ 
hear !"]  If  I  am  right  in  saying  that  on 
that  point  we  are  agreed — and  after  all, 
all  other  points  are  irrelevant  to  the 
Amendment  before  the  House — ^I  am  not 
going  b^ond  my  duty  in  asking  the 
House  to  bring  this  discussion  to  a  close 
as  soon  as  possible.  ["  Hear,  hear  !"J 
Any  appearance  of  divergence  among  us 
to-night  would,  even  from  my  hon. 
Friend's  point  of  view,  have  a  disastrous 
effect  upon  Turkey.  The  great  point  is 
that  Turkey  should  xmderstand  now  that 
all  sections  of  opinion  in  England  are 
united  and  in  accordance  with  the  gene- 
ral policy  of  the  Powers  of  Europe. 
Against  that  unanimity  I  am  convinced 
that  there  are  no  powers  of  obstruction 
in  Turkey  which  could  stru^le  success- 
fully ;  and  I  should  deprecate  in  the  inte- 
rests of  Turkey  itself  any  appearance  of 
want  of  unanimity  at  the  present  time. 
["Hear,  hear  I"]  My  hon.  Friend  seems 
to  think  that  we  are  acting  in  this  matter 
in  a  spirit  hostile  to  Turkey.  That  is 
not  the  case.  Om*  firm  conviction  is  thjvt 
the  salvation  of  Turkey  depends  abso- 
lutely upon  the  acceptance  of  reforms 
by  Turkey.  [Cheers.]  Turkey  reformed 
is  Turkey  invulnerable.  Turkey  unre- 
formed  is  Turkey  foredoomed  to  speedy 
dissolution.  [C'heers.]  Holding  that 
view,  we  separate  ourselves  from  the 
people  who  think  that  in  this  policy  we 
are  putting  ourselves  in  antagonism  to 
the  interests  of  the  Turkish  Empire  as 
a  whole,  or  to  those  of  the  Mussulman 
population.  That  being  admitted — as 
it  is,  on  all  sides  of  the  House — surely 
we  shall  be  doing  the  best  for  the  general 
foreign  policy  of  this  country  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Eastern  Question  and  for 
the  interests  of  Europe  as  a  whole,  if  we 
bring  this  particular  Debate  to  a  conclu- 
sion. U  I  may  trav^  beyond  the  Amend- 
ment, and  make  an  appeal  to  the  House 
on  the  suject  of  the  Address  itself,  I 
would  suggest  that  I  am  justified  in  asking 
the  House  to  bring  the  discussion  on  the 
Address  to  a  close  to-night.  [Cheers.] 
I  quite  agree  that  if  the  question  of  the 
financial  relations  of  Ireland  had  been 
brought  on,  hon.  Gentlemen  might  justly 
have  asked  for  more  time.  But  as  by 
general  consent  the  Debate  on  that  ques- 
tion has  been  defenred  to  a  future  day, 
I  am  not  trespassing  on  the  privil^es  of 
Members  in  asking  them  to  bring  this 
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Debate  to  a  conclusiou  to-niglit,  so  that 
to-morrow  we  may  begin  the  ordinary 
work  of  the  Session.  [Cheers.] 

Mr.    GIBSON    BOWLES  (Lynn 
Bagis)  said  he  regretted  that  the  Debate 
had  not  been  carried  on  in  the  tone 
adopted  by  the  Leader  of  tlie  House  at  the  . 
end,  and  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  I 
for  Altrinchua  at  the  beginning.    He  i 
rose  merely  to  remove  a  few  misapprehen- 1 
Bions  from  the  mind  o£  the  Under 
Secretary  for  For^gn  A&irs,  who  had  i 
not  shown  in  his  speech  that  holy  calm  ! 
which  should  characterise  the  utterances 
of  TJ  nder  Secretaries.     The  right  hon  , 
Gentleman  went  beyond  the  usual  con- ! 
fession  of  ignorance,  which  was  common  I 
to  all  of  them,  for  he  rejoiced  in  his  own  I 
ignorance.    He  stated  that  he  had  not  [ 
been  to  Constantinople,  and   had   no  j 
recent  infonnation,  and  then  like  the  j 
great  Apollyon  he  went  forth  to  slay  Uie  | 
poor  pilgrim  who  had  gone  about  to  get ' 
information  that  would  be  useful  to  the 
House.    For  his  part,  he  held  it  was  a 
virtue  for  an  hon.  Member  to  employ  his 
leisure  not  in  shooting  game  or  other 
amusements,  but   in  endeavouring  to 
obtain    information    in    regard   to  a 
question  about  to  be  debated  in  the 
House,    He  would  not  follow  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mon- 
mouthshire through  his  speech,  in  answer 
to  Lord  Rosebery.    He  would  only  say 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to 
feel  indebted  to  bis  hon.  Friend  for 
having  ai!brded  him  the  opportunity  for 
making  that  answer.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  the  great  -  thing  in 
dealing  with  Turkish  matters  was  to 
state  beforehand  what  they  were  going  ; 
to  do.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  left ' 
the  country  to  imply  that  that  was  what  | 
was  going  to  be  done  in  the  present 
case.    He  was  afraid  the   right   hon. : 
Gentleman  had  not  read  the  Blue-book,  i 
or  did  not  understand  it,  for  otherwise ' 
he  would  see  that  so  far  from  settling 
anything  tho  last  communications  that 
had  pa^ed  between  the  Powers  had 
absolutely    and    completely  unsettled 
ererthing  that  had  been  settled  before. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  see  on 
referring  to  thef  Blue-book  that  Lord 
Salisbury  had  written  that  before  the 
Ambassadors  had  come  to  discuss  the 
plan,  and  before  the   plan   had  been 
presented  to  the  Sultan,  the  Powear 
most  in  tiie  first  instance  be  agreed  that 
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in  case  their  proposals  were  rejected  they 
must  use  coercion.  Not  a  single  Power 
had  agreed  to  that.  [Cries  of  "No,  no  !"] 
He  regarded  non-compliance  in  this  case 
to  mean  refusal.      If  hon.  Members 

would  refer  to  the  Blue-book  

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  details  of  the 
Blue-book  are  outside  the  present 
discussion. 

Mu.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he 
bowed  to  tJiat  ruling.  He  had  been 
tempted  into  that  line  of  discussion  by 
the  irregularities  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ijeader  of  the  Opposition. 
He  now  came  to  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Afiairs,  who  was  always 
interesting.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  the  Motion  amounted  to 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Constantinople, 
Under-Secretaries  really  never  studied 
history.  When  Lord  Salisbury  was 
sent  as  a  Special  Envoy  to  Constanti- 
nople, while  Sir  Honry  Elliott  was 
Ambassador  there,  the  sune  ridioolous 
idea  seemed  to  have  occurred  to  foolish 
people,  that  it  was  meant  as  a  slight 
upon  the  Ambassador.  Lord  Derby 
then  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Elliott,  point- 
ing out  that  the  appointing  did  not 
indicate  in  the  slightest  degree  any 
want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  in  Her  Majesty's  repre- 
sentative at  Constantinople.  If  then 
it  was  no  slight  on  Sir  Henry  Elliott  to 
send  a  Special  Envoy  to  Constantinople 
in  1876,  it  was  no  slight  on  Sir  PhUip 
Currie  to  send  a  Special  Envoy  to 
Constantinople  in  1897.  [6Vieso/"There 
was  aConferencethen  !  "]  There  was  not 
in  1876  a  general  sending  out  of  Ambas- 
sadors to  Constantinople  by  the  Powers, 
it  was  done  especially  by  England. 
There  was  no  slur  intended  to  be  cast  on 
Sir  Henry  Layard,  our  Ambassador  at 
Constantinople  when  the  Fir^t  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  was  sent  out,  nor  was  any 
slur  intended  to  be  cast  upon  Sir  William 
White  when  Hix  Henry  Drummond  Wolff 
was  sent  out.  He  thought  these  pre- 
cedents showed  that  no  slur  whatever 
was  cast  upon  the  Ambassador  by  the 
Amendment.  A  very  grave  and  serious 
crisis  had  been  reached  in  the  affairs  of 
Turkey.  The  consultations  now  taking 
place  between  the  Ambassadors  were  in 
effect  a  very  serious  European  Con- 
ference. Surely  if  there  was  an  occasion 
for  a  Special  S&voy  being  sent  out  it  was 
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this.  It  was  said  that  our  Ambassador 
was  not  on  speaking  terms  with  the 
Saltan ;  he  should  prefer  to  say  that  he 
was  on  speaking  terms,  but  that  he  spoke 
in  a  way  iwt  perhaps  highly  to  be  desired 
on  the  part  of  an  Ambiusador.  He  had 
presented  four  schemes  of  reform,  the 
first  of  which  was  a  failure,  the  second  was 
contemptuously  rejected  by  Russia,  the 
third  was  rejected  with  nothing  less  than 
contempt  by  Austria,  and  the  fourth  had 
provoked  a  strange  and  unwarranted 
rebuff  from  the  Kussian  Ambassador. 
Those  were  instances  in  which  Sir  Philip 
Cnrrie  had  exercised  what  he  was  sure 
were  great  abilities,  but  had  exercised 
them  without  stujcess.  It  would  be  well, 
therefor^  in  such  a  crisis  as  this,  when 
the  moral  welfare,  not  only  of  the  Turks 
and  Turkey,  but  of  England,  as  well  as 
the  most  important  interests  of  Europe 
were  involved,  if  we  sent  out  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  our  Ambassador 
a  Special  Envoy  to  assist  him.  He  joined 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  House,  in  expressing  his  conviction 
that  it  was  necessary  to  maintain  the 
int^prity  of  the  Tnrkiah  Dominions,  and 
to  introduce  the  necMsary  reforms.  But 
he  was  firmly  convinced  that  so  long  as 
they  approached  the  only  man  from 
whom  those  reforms  could  be  obtained 
in  a  spirit  of  insolence  and  arrogance, 
they  would  not  succeed.  A  change  was 
required  in  the  manner  rather  than  in 
the  matter  of  the  address  to  the  Sultan. 
His  belief  was  that  there  was  every 
deuire  on  the  part  of  the  Sultan  to  recon- 
cile himself  to  Europe,  and  especially  to 
England,  by  introducing  these  reforms, 
and  he  thought  that  whether  Her 
Majesty's  GoTemment  accepted  this  or 
uiy  other  step  which  might  focilitate  the 
granting  of  these  reforms,  they  should 
take  every  possible  means  not  to  let  the 
present  opportunity  slip. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put  and  agreed  to 
amid  cheers. 

Kesolved,  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty  as  followeth  : — 

"  Moet  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"We,  Toot  Majesty's  moat  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commoas  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament 


assembled,  bef;  leave  to  offer  our  bumble  thanks 
to  Your  llajeety  for  the  Gracious  Spf-ech 
wbicb  Your  Slajesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament." 

To  be  presented  by  Privy  Councillors. 


SUPPLY. 

Resolved,  that  this  House  wUl,  To- 
moirow,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  Supply  to  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty.— -(J/r.  Hanhury.) 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Estimates 
presented  to  this  House  during  the 
present  Session  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. — (J/r.  Uanbury.) 


WATS  AND  MEANS. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  To 
morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for 
raising  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty. — {Mr.  if  anbury.) 


UNLAWFUL  POSSESSION  BILL 

Sir  BENJAMIN  STONE  (Binning- 
ham,  £.)  :  In  moving  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  BUI,  said  the  object  of  the  Measure 
was  to  make  general,  enactments  which  ■ 
were  already  in  force  in  London,  Man- 
chester, Liverpool,  and  other  large  towns. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  op- 
posed the  Bill.  He  was  surprised  that 
a  Bill  of  the  kind  should  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  Member,  however 
experienced.  The  Bill  reversed  the  entire 
policy  of  the  Criminal  Law,  throwing  on 
a  man  arrested  i^e  duty  of  proving  his 
innocence  instead  of  throwing  on  the 
prosecutor  the  duty  of  proving  the  guilt 
of  the  accused.  Was  it  because  England 
and  Wales  were  a  separate  entity  that 
this  Bill  was  to  be  confined  to 
those  parts  of  the  Kingdom  1  If 
it  was  good  for  them,  why  was  it  not 
good  for  Ireland  t  The  Bill  did  not 
seem  to  have  the  support  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  England,  for  he  flitted  from 
the  House  when  the  hon.  Member  rose. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
charge  of  the  Amendment  Bill,  allowing 
prisoners  to  give  evidence  in  their  own 
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defence.  "Why  were  they  not  provided 
for  in  this  Bill  1  It  was  not  proposed  to 
apply  the  Bill  to  Ireland,  yet  the  phrase 
"  reasonably  suspected  "  was  stolen  from 
the  Irish  Coercion  Act.  [Nationalist 
laughter  and  cheers.']  It  was  quite 
foreign  to  the  British  Constitution,  as 
far  as  his  acquaintance  with  that  instru- 
ment went.  ['*  Hear,  hear ! "  and 
laughter.] 

The  hon.  Member  was  still  speaking 
at  midnight,  when  the  Debate  was 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


VOLUNTART  SCHOOLS  (AID  .GRANT). 

Committee  thereupon  deferred  till 
Thursday. 


LAW  OF  EVIDENCE  (CRIMINAL 
CASES). 

Abjouraed  Debate  on  Motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  [21at  January] 
further  adjourned  till  Thursday. 


MILITARY  WORKS  (MONEY). 
Committee  thbreupoa  deferred  till  to- 


morrow. 


SHOPS   (EARLY  CLOSING)  BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

On  the  Motion  for  the  adjoununent 
of  the  House. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY said :  I  promised  at  question 
time  that  I  would,  at  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  state  tlie  views  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  main 
businesB  of  the  week.  To-morrow,  of 
course,  is  sacred  to  private  Members. 

Mr,  T.  M.  Iltaly. 


Thursday  is  a  Government  day,  and, 
leaving  license  to  introduce  under  the 
special StandingOrder  secondary  Govern- 
ment Bills  at  the  beginning  of  business, 
I  propose  to  make  the  first  Order  of  the 
Day  the  renewal  of  the  Supply  Rule 
which  was  in  operation,  and  I  hope 
successfully  in  operation,  last  Session. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  As  a  Sessional  or  a 
Standing  Order  % 

The  first  LORD  or  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  do  not  mean  to  press  it  as  a 
Standing  Order  if  the  House  objects. 
The  second  Order  of  the  Day  will  be  the 
appointment  of  the  Soutii  African  Com- 
mittee, and  the  third  Order  of  the  Day 
the  Supplementary  Army  Estimates. 
Of  course,  if  the  rule  is  carried.  Supply 
will  be  taken  on  Friday — the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Esttmatee.  On  Monday  I  should 
propose  to  take  the  Committee  on  the 
Education  Bill.  A  further  forecast  than 
that  I  cannot  venture  to  make. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


Adjontned  at  Fire  minntM  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 


EXTRACTS  FROM    "VOTES  AND 
PROCEEDINGS." 

In  pursuance  of  Standing  Order  No.  1, 
"  Sittings  of  the  House," 

I  hereby  nominate — 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor, 
Mr.  John  ElHs, 

The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Beilby 

Stuart- Wortley, 
Mr.  John  Grant  Lawson,  and 
Mr.  Edmcmd  Robert  Wodehoose, 

to  act  during  this  Session  as  tmnporary 

Chairmen  of  Committees  when  requested 
by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 

William  Codrt  Gully, 
Sptaher. 

2%th  January^  1897. 
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HOUSE  OF  GOMUONS. 
Wtdnetday,  27th  January  1897. 


BENEFICES  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Second  Reading  deferred  from  Wed- 
nesday, lOth  Much,  till  Wednesday, 
26th  May. 


NOTICES  OF  MOTION. 
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in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  re- 
spectively ;  and  (2)  how  far  the  financial 
relations  established  by  the  sums  so  con- 
tributed and  paid  are  equitable,  having 
i^gard  to  the  relative  amount  and  pro- 
portion of  revenue  contributed  to  the 
Exchequer  by  the  people  of  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland  respectively. 

Mb.  E.  LAWRENCE  (Cornwall, 
Truro):  On  Civil  Service  Estimates,  to 
call  attention  to  the  question  of  Judges' 
retirement ;  and  to  move  a  Resolution. 

Mb.  MACDONA  (Southwark,  Rother^ 
hithe) :  On  Civil  Service  Estimate,  to 
call  attention  to  the  question  of  dere- 
licts. 

Sm  CHARLES  DILKE:  On  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  to  move,  That  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  con- 
sult European  Powers  having  possessions 
in  Africa  as  to  whether  they  will  att«id 
a  Conference  at  which  the  measures 
agreed  to  at  the  Beiiin  Conference  of 
1885-6  and  the  Brussels  Confo^nce  of 
1889-90,  with  questions  appertaining 
thereto,  shall  be  considered  with  a  view 
to  the  adoption  and  enforcement  of  fur- 
ther measures  for  securing  equitable 
treatment  of  the  Natives  of  Africa. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  On  Civil  SCTvice  Estimates, 
to  call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  taking  away  ■ 
the  power  of  a  single  elector  to  demand 
a  poll  at  a  parish  meeting ;  and  to  move 
a  Resolution. 


On  going  into  Committee  of  Supply : 

Sra  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  On  Navy  Estimates, 
to  call  attention  to  relativo  strength  in 
ahips  and  men ;  and  to  move  a  Resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  REGINALD  McKENNA  (Mon- 
mouth, N.) :  On  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
to  call  attention  to  the  incidence 
of  local  taxation  of  property  leased 
and  occupied  by  the  Government ;  and 
to  move  a  Resolution. 

Me.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
On  Civil  Service  Estimates,  to  move. 
That  this  House  cannot  be  the  effectual 
guardian  of  the  Rerraiues  of  the  State 
unless  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes 
and  of  vafiouB  other  sonrcee  of  income 
received  for  the  public  account  be  either 
paid  in  or  accounted  for  to  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

Sra  CHARLES  DILKE:  On  Army 
Estimates,  to  call  attention  to  the  cost 
of  the  Army  and  the  return  obtained  for 
it ;  and  to  move  a  Resolution. 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness);  On  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  to  call  attention 
to  the  inequaUty  of  the  Totes  and 
Grants  for  locfd  purposes  in  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  Scotland;  and  to 
more,  That  a  Select  Committee  he 
appointed  to  consider  the  financial 
relations  between  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  and  to  report  (1)  the  amount 
and  proportion  of  moneys  expended  out 
of  the  Exchequer  (a)  upon  civil  and  local 
govenunent  services  for  the  special  use 
of,  and  Qi)  upon  collection  of  revenue 

VOL.  XLY.  [fourth  sbribs.] 


ORDERS  OF  TEE  DAT. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT  a887) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

*Sra  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central),  in  moving  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887) 
Amendment  Bill,  said  that  the  main 
principles  of  the  Measure  had  b^en 
before  the  House  on  several  occasions. 
In  1894  the  House  went  to  a  division 
on  the  Dill  he  had  introduced  in  that 
year,  with  the  result  that,  although  it 
was  defeated  by  the  narrow  majority  of 
26,  it  met  with  the  approval  of  nearly 
every  hon.  Member  on  the  Conservative 
benches.  He  did  not  lay  this  Measure 
before  the  House  in  the  interests  of 
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Sheffield  alone,  because  there  was  a  con-  ' 
uderable  volume  of  public  feeling  in  its 
&Tour,  more  especuUlj  among  the  indus- 
trial classeg  of  the  counUy.  The  Hea^ 
sure  had  been  approved,  among  other 
bodies,  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
of  the  Trade  Union  Congress,  and  al- 
though this  fiill  differed  in  some  degree 
from  the  Bill  which  that  body  had  drawn 
up,  the  members  had  resolved  to 
accept  it  and  to  give  it  their  sup- 
port. Owing  to  unexpected  circum- 
stancea  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  had  come  on  earlier  than  had  been 
anticipated,  and  therefore  it  had  been 
rather  hurriedly  printed,  but  any  neces- 
sary alterations  in  its  phraseology  could 
be  effected  in  Committee.  He  would 
divide  hia  observations  upon  the  Measure 
into  two  parts,  the  first  dealing  with 
the  second  clause  of  the  Bill,  and  then 
with  its  third  clause.  The  second  clause 
proposed  to  effect  an  alteration  in  Sec- 
tion 16  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act, 
1887.  That  Section  required  that  a 
definite  indication  of  the  country  of 
origin,  should  be  pl&oed  upon  foreign- 
made  goods,  as  "Made  in  Grermany/' 
or  "  Mode  in  France,"  in  cases  where 
imports  bore  the  name  or  trade 
mark  of  any  person  or  firm  in  this 
country.  A  feeing,  however,  had 
sprung  up  that,  by  requiring  such 
a  definite  indication  of  the  country 
of  manufacture  to  be  put  upon 
the  goods,  we  were  giving  a  gra- 
tuitous and  unnecessary  advertiaement 
to  our  trade  competitors.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  He  entirely  concurred  in  that 
f^ing.  What  the  second  chiuse  of  the 
Bin  proposed  to  do  was  to  take  away 
the  necessity  for  a  definite  indication  of 
the  country  of  manufacture,  and  to 
substitute  for  it  the  indefinite  term, 
"  Foreign  Made."  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  lamp  glass  which  had  the 
words  "  Made  in  Saiony "  placed  upon 
it  in  very  small  letters,  so  small  that 
they  could  scarcely  be  read.  The  Bill 
proposed  that  the  words  of  indication 
should  be  placed  upon  the  goods  con- 
spicuously and  indelibly.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  him  to  detain  the  House 
in  placing  before  them  arguments  in 
favour  of  effecting  such  a  change  in  the 
law,  because  he  found,  from  reading  the 
speeches  of  hon.  Members  to  their  con- 
stituents, that  many  were  ready  to  sup- 
port such  a  change.  The  third  clause  of 

Sir  Hotcard  YinceiU* 


the  Bill  was,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
alterations,  the  same  as  the  Bill  which 
he  had  already  brought  in  every  Session 
since    1888.     Hon.    Members  would 

find  that  by  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  1887,  no  indication  of  an  article 
being  of  foreign  make  was  required 
unless  it  bore  some  indication  that  it 
was  made  in  this  country.  The  result 
had  been  that  qtumtities  of  pUun  goods 
were  being  imported,  and  that  sub- 
sequ«itly  the  name  of  some  fictitious 
English  manufacturer  was  placed  upon 
them,  with  the  result  that  the  consumer 
was  defrauded  by  having  palmed  off 
upon  him  an  article  of  foreign  make  as 
being  of  English  manufacture.  That 
this  was  the  case  had  been  fully  estab* 
lished  by  the  evidence  that  had  been 
givrai  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Customs  before  the  Committee  of  1890. 
Such  a  state  of  things  operated  most 
injuriously  upon  English  manufacturers, 
and  upon  the  English  artisans,  who  were 
dependent  for  their  living  upon  thdr 
wages.  He  submitted  liiat  we  voe 
entitled  to  put  a  stop  to  such  proceed- 
ings, and  thiat  this  Bill  did  not  raise  the 
question  of  Protection  in  any  d^^ree. 
[A  laugh-l  He  heard  some  hon.  Member 
laugh,  but  perhaps  that  hon.  Gentleman 
would  accept  what  Mr.  Gladstone  had 
said  upon  the  subject.  In  October, 
1890,  Mr.  Gladstone  wrote  to  a  Trades 
Secretary:  — 

"  The  amendment  of  fha  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  wliich  yoQ  are  endeavouring  to  {O'omote, 
cannot  be  fairly  objected  to  on  tba  ground 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  free- trade  ptin- 

ciples. " 

SiE  JAMES  WOODHOUSE  (Huddeis- 
field) :  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us 
what  the  Amendment  wm? 
*SiE  HOWAKD  VINCENT  said  it  was 
his  Bill  which  was  b^ore  Parliamoit  at 
the  time.  As  he  had  mentioned  Mr. 
Gladstone,  he  felt  bound  to  remind  the 
House  that  on  November  28th,  1892, 
the  present  leader  of  the  House  wrote : 

"  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  your  wishes 
•eem  in  principle  to  be  perfectly  Intimate.  I 
can  see  nothing  that  is  not  in  harmony  wiUt 
public  policy  in  the  main  object  you  desire  to 

see  accomplished." 

It  might  be  urged  that  an  inquiry  by 
a  Select  Committee  would  meet  the  point 
There  had  been  such  inquiries  already, 
and,  OS  all  hon.  Memb^s  knew,  the 
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appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  was 
often  a  means  of  sh^Ting  a  question. 
It  might  be  that  the  Preaident  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who,  he  was  persuaded 
was  anxious  to  do  his  best  to  further  the 
trading  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
country,  did  not  fully  approve  of  the 
wording  of  the  Bill.  He  was  quite  ready 
to  adopt  any  improvement  in  the  wording 
of  the  Measure,  indeed  all  he  was  now 
anxious  to  seciire  was  the  adoption  of 
the  principle.  He  submitted  to  his 
hon.  Friends  and  to  hon.  Members 
opposite  that  they  were  bound  to  give 
heed  to  the  wishes  and  the  desires  of  the 
working  classes,  who,  by  their  oi^anised 
societies  had  repeatedly  declar^  that 
this  was  a  matter  to  which  they  attached 
very  great  importance  indeed.  He 
earnestly  hoped  the  House  would  unani- 
mously and  without  a  division  agree  to 
the  genoal  principle  of  the  Bill.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  "1 

*Mb.  AUGUSTUS  GODSON  (Kidder- 
minster) said  that  in  supporting  the  Bill 
he  would  say  but  few  words,  the  more 
particularly  as  he  understood  the  I^si- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  anxious 
to  fulfil  an  engagement  elsewhere.  He 
felt  that  this  Bill  was  an  improvement 
upon  its  predecessor,  and  that  the  objec- 
tions taken,  not  only  in  the  House,  but 
in  the  country,  to  the  needless  advertise- 
ment we  gave  to  our  foreign  competitors 
requiring  a  specific  statement  of  the 
place  of  origin  was  now  avoided  by  the 
proposed  use  of  the  general  term, 
"  Foreign  made.  His  constituents  were 
very  severely  hit  by  the  difficulty  of  com- 
pelling foreign  producers  to  show  on  the 
face  of  their  goods  that  they  were  of 
foreign  and  not  English  make.-  The 
third  clause  of  the  Bill  in  a  great  degree 
put  this  matter  right.  He  therefore,  on 
their  behalf,  hoped  the  House  would  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time. 

Thh  PRESIDENT  op  thb  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  RrrcHiB,  Croydon) 
apologised  to  the  House  for  intervening 
so  early  in  this  diaoussion,  but  as  his  hon. 
Friend  had  said,  it  was  desirable  he 
should  be  able  to  fulfil  a  public  engage- 
ment elsewhere  in  a  few  minutes.  His 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sheffield 
had  rightly  said  that  the  Bill  had  been 
somewhat  hurriedly  prepared.  [Opposi- 
tion cheerg.]  One  had  some  right  to 
complain  that  the  Bill  should  have  been 
distributed  at  so  very  late  an  hour,  and 


that  a  Measure  of  this  importance  should 
have  been  thrown  tc^;etlier — lie  was 
afraid  he  must  use  that  term — in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  it  perfectly  impossible 
to  understand  exactly  what  it  meant. 
[Opposition  cheers.]  The  Bill  was  re- 
ceived at  the  Board  of  Trade  at  a  quarter 
to  12.  Having  regard  to  the  great  im- 
portance-of  the  subject,  his  hon.  Friend 
might  have  given  the  Department  a  little 
more  time  to  see  what  the  Bill  really  did 
mean.  So  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
understand  it,  if  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  1887,  were  amended  as  his  hon. 
Friend  desired.  Section  2  would  read 
thus : — 

"All  Buch  goods,  and  also  sU  goods  of 
foreign  manufacture  bearing  any  name  or  trade 
mark,  being  or  purporting  to  be  the  name  or 
trade  mark  of  any  manufacturer,  dealer,  or 
trader  iu  the  United  Kingdom,  foreign  made, 
are  hereby  prohibited  to  be  imported  into  the 
United  ^gdom." 

He  confessed  he  did  not  understand  what 
that  meant.  [A.  laugh.]  He  gathered 
from  his  speech  that  what  his  hon. 
Friend  wished  to  do  was  to  get  rid  of  the 
definite  mark  of  origin  and  to  substi- 
tute for  that  the  words  "  foreign  made." 
[Sir  H.  ViNCBNT :  **  Hear,  hear  1"]  That 
was  a  perfectly  fair  and  legitimate  propo- 
sition to  make,  but  that  was  not  the  pro- 
position made  in  the  Bill.  His  hon.  Friend 
su^ested  that  Amendments  should 
be  made  in  Committee ;  but  before  they 
read  the  Bill  a  second  time  they  ought 
to  know  how  it  wm  to  be  altered  to  be  in 
conformity  with,  the  desires  of  his  hon. 
Friend.  He  had  a  good  deal  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  desire  expressed  by  his 
hon.  Friend  in  Section  2  of  the  Bill.  He 
was,  and  had  been  for  a  long  time,  of 
opinion  that  the  marking  of  goods  with 
the  definite  country  of  origin  had  been 
a  most  excellent  advertisement  of  om- 
foreign  rivals — [cheers] — and  if  time  per- 
mitted, and  it  were  necessary,  he  believed 
he  could  give  to  the  House  some  illus- 
trations of  how  it  had  worked  in  the 
direction  he  named.  Certainly  the  words 
"  foreign  made "  would  not  have  so  bad 
an  effect,  but  still  he  would  like  his  hon. 
Friend  to  consider  whether  or  not,  even 
if  the  law  were  altered  in  the  direction 
he  desired,  it  would  not  still  be  teaching 
the  people  at  home  and  abroad  that  if 
they  wanted  to  buy  articles  at  a  low 
price — and  some  of  them  very  good  too 
— {'*  hew,  hear  "] — ^they  had  a  very  large 
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murket  io  foreign  countries.  There  were 
defects  in  the  present  law,  and  he 
thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  they 
ought  to  consider  what  had  been  the 
operation  of  the  Ac^-.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
This  had  been  pressed  upon  him  from 
several  quarters  of  the  House,  and  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Islington 
intended  to  ask  him  to-morrow  whether 
the  Government  would  hold  an  Inquiry 
by  a  Select  Committee  as  to  the  working 
of  the  Act.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  reply 
that  the  Government  would  grant  a 
Committee,  and  he  suggested  to  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sheffield  that  he 
should  not  proceed  further  with  the  Bill 
to-day  in  order  that  they  might  be  per- 
fectly free-handed,  that  the  Committee 
might  be  able  to  consider  the  whole  ques- 
tion and  perhaps  give  some  extremely 
useful  hints  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
regard  to  his  desire  to  legislate.  He 
knew  his  hon.  Friend  had  only  one  object 
at  heart,  and  that  was  to  secure  fair  and 
proper  treatment  for  English-made  goods. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  suggestions  he  nad  made  were  not  in 
any  sense  protective.  They  might,  how- 
ever, be  unwise  although  not  protective, 
and  if  he  might  offer  his  odTico  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  those  who  agreed 
with  him,  he  would  suggest  an  alterna- 
tive— namely,  that  English-made  goods 
should  be  stamped  English  made." 
["  Hear,  hear  I"]  He  was  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  if  our  manufacturers  were  to 
adopt  a  system  of  that  kind — one  which 
some  were  now  adopting  with  advantage 
— and  thus  teach  our  customers  that  if 
they  wanted  a  really  good  and  useful 
article  th^  must  come  to  England  for 
them,  they  would  probably  do  more  ser- 
vice than  this  Bill  would  do.  He  did 
not  wish  to  express  any  definite  conclu- 
sion upon  the  proposals  of  his  hon. 
Friend,  eicept  this — that  as  far  as  they 
were  contained  in  the  Bill  they  were  im- 
possible to  understand,  and  in  his 
opinion  absolutely  unworkable.  Being 
264th,  or  something  like  that,  in  the 
ballot,  his  hon.  Friend  did  not  expect  to 
secure  so  good  an  opportunity  as  the 
present  to  bring  forward  his  Bill. 
Having  this  opportunity  he  seized  it, 
but  in  seizing  it  he  had  not  devoted 
quite  as  much  time  to  the  preparar 
tion    of   the    Bill    as   was  desirable. 

2*reiidenl  of  Ifm  Board  of  Trttde, 


He  appealed  to  bis  hon.  Friend  to  con- 
sent either  to  a  Motion  for  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  the  Debate  or  to  some  other 
Motion  in  connection  with  the  f^jpoint- 
ment  of  a  Select  Committee,  and  that  he 
would  not  proceed  with  the  Bill  until 
an  opportunity  had  been  given  to  the 
House  of  considering  fully  and  carefully 
what  had  been  the  operation  of  the 
existing  Act.  If  it  should  be  found  that 
the  present  law  had  been  evaded  the  de- 
fect might  be  remedied ;  or,  if  it  were 
shown  that  the  law  ought  to  be 
materially  changed,  then  that  change 
could  be  effected  after  full  opportunitj 
}xad  beea  given  of  calling  evidence  on 
the  subject  and  of  hearing  all  that  could 
bo  said  about  it.  [Cheers.] 

•Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  would 
guarantee  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  which  he  pro- 
posed to  appoint.  He  understood  that 
it  was  the  practice  of  the  House  that  a 
Bill  could  not  be  referred  to  a  Select 
CoQimittee  until  it  was  read  a  second 
time ;  if  that  was  so  and  the  rule  was 
adh^'ed  to  in  this  case  he  should  fed 
obliged  to  go  to  a  Division. 

Mb.  RITCHIE  repUed  that  he  believed 
he  did  not  say,  and  he  certainly  did  not 
intend  to  say,  that  this  Bill  should  be  so 
referred.  What  he  did  propose  was  that 
the  whole  question  should  be  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  what  had  been  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  and  in  what  way,  if  any,  it  was  de- 
sirable to  amend  it.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 

*SiR  HOWARD  VINCENT  said  that,  in 
the  circumstances,  and  having  regard  to 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  United 
Trades  Congress,  he  felt  bound  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  Division. 

Mb.  JAMES  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) 
said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  re- 
lieved him  of  the  necessity  of  saying 
much  with  regard  to  the  Bill.  He  had 
noticed,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill  upon  the  short  notice  which  had 
been  given.  The  Bill  was  a  new  one,  and 
it  had  been  distributed  to  the  Members 
of  the  House  only  that  morning.  It  had 
never  been  se«i  in  the  country,  and  it 
proposed  to  make  a  perfect  revoluUon  in 
British  commerce  and  to  do  so  without 
adequate  notice.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Under 
these  circumstances  he   should  have 
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tJiov^ht  that  the  Member  for  Sheffield 
would  have  seen  that  it  was  quite  futile 
to  ask  the  House  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill  in  the  absence  of  any  information 
from  the  country  on  .the  subject.  The 
PresideDt  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  also 
made  what  he  believed  to  be  an  exceed- 
infrly  valuable  admission  with  regard  to 
the  present  Merchandise  Marks  Act — 
that  it  was  injuring  British  trad& 

BfB.  RITCHIE  said  that  what  he  had 
stated  was  his  own  personal  opinion. 
He  had  often  said  that  the  Act  was  in- 
jurious to  British  trade,  and  he  said  so 
still ;  he  had  always  been  of  that  opinion. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  was  very  glad 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  of 
that  opinion.  He  himself  believed  that 
the  present  Act  was  injuring  British 
trade,  and  he  had  had  considerable  in- 
formation confirming  that  impression. 
There  was  clearly,  therefore,  a  strong 
case  for  inquiry.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  made  another  obs^-- 
vation  which  went  to  the  root  of  the  Bill. 
He  said  that  the  Bill  would  probably  ex- 
tend the  mischief  which  the  present  law 
did.  Instead  of  specifying  the  particular 
place  of  origin,  the  Bill,  according  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield, 
would  substitute  the  words  "  foreign 
made "  generally  for  any  indication 
of  specific  origin.  That  wpuld  greatly  in- 
crease the  present  mischief,  because  the 
Bill  would  apply  far  more  lately  to  all 
goods,  whereas  the  present  law  applied 
only  to  goods  which  purported  to  bear 
on  the  face  of  them  something  showing 
that  they  were  not  made  in  England. 
["  Hear,  hear ! "]  For  these  reasons, 
without  going  into  the  details  of  the  Bill, 
upon,  which  a  great  deal  might  be  said 
as  to  the  practical  impossibility  of  carry- 
ing it  out  and  the  extreme  difficulty 
which  would  be  imposed  on  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs,  he  thought  it  was 
not  possible  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time.  ["  Hear,  hear."]  The  Committee, 
when  appointed,  would  go  to  the  root  of 
the  whole  question  and  would  have  to 
examine  into  the  hypothesis,  which  had 
not  yet  been  proved  that  British  con- 
sumers always  desired  to  buy  British 
goods  instead  of  foreign.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  A  great  many  British  customers 
had  told  him  that  it  was  within  their 
knowledge  as  dealers  that  it  was  a  maV 
ter  of  perfect  indifference  to  the  buyer 
where  the  goods  were  made  so  long  as 


they  were  good  and  cheap.  If,  therefore, 
the  hon.  Member  desired  to  make  good 
.the  ground  of  his  Bill  he  must  show  that 
British  customers  desired  to  have  British 
goods  in  preference  to  foreign.  He  under- 
stood from  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  whole  matter  should 
be  referred,  with  the  view  of  bringing  all 
the  facts  in  regard  to  the  existing  law 
within  the  cognisance  of  that  Committee, 
and  that  the  best  evidence  of  the  mer- 
cantile community  might  be  laid  before 
them.  He  believed  that  an  inquiry  of 
that  kind  would  dissipate  many  of  the 
erroneous  ideas  that  now  existed. 
["  Hear."] 

•Mb.  T.  P.  WHITTAKER  (York,  W.R., 
Spen  Valley)  thought  it  was  gratifying 
to  find  that  at  last  one  of  the  ^hief  sup- 
porters of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act 
had  come  to  realise  that  that  piece  of 
legislation  was  exceedingly  fooUsh  and 
damaging.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  For  his 
own  part  he  would  prefer  that  the  mark- 
ing of  foreign  goods  should  be  abolished 
altogethpr.  The  present  proposal  was 
simply  to  mark  all  foreign  goods,  as  far 
as  possible,  with  the  words  "  foreign 
made."  It  was  true  that  the  Bill  sug- 
gested a  somewhat  simpler  mode  of 
indicating  the  foreign  origin  of  goods, 
yet  it  practically  served  the  same  pm> 
pose  of  announcing  to  all  the  world,  to 
the  injury  of  our  own  trade  and  mer- 
chants, that  wo  were  buying  foreign 
goods.  He  believed  that  no  one  would 
be  prevented  from  buying  foreign-made 
articles  for  their  own  use,  if  those 
articles  suited  them  and  were  cheap. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  One  result  of  marking 
foreign  goods  had  been  to  enlighten 
people  that  articles  which  they  had  pre- 
viously thought  were  of  English  nmke 
were  really  of  English  manufacture; 
and,  at  the  same  time  to  convince 
them  that  the  prejudice  entertained 
against  some  foreign  gooda  was  un- 
justifiable. The  direct  effect  of  this 
was  to  extend  the  trade  in  foreign- 
made  goods.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "]  Those 
Acts  also  tended  to  'interfere  very 
seriously  with  an  important  branch  of 
our  import  and  export  trade.  A 
large  number  of  ni^chants  did  an 
immense  trade  in  importing  foreign 
goods     and     materials     i^m  all 
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parts,  and  re-exporting  them  to  all 
quarters  of  the  world,  together  mth 
English-made  articles.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
But  the  effect  of  legislation  of  this  kind 
would  be  to  show  foreigners,  who  came 
to  London  for  goods,  where  they  could 
get  them,  uid  ship  them  direct  from  the 
particular  places  of  manufaeture,  and  it 
did  not  require  much  shrewdness  to  per- 
ceive how  prejudicially  this  would  afiect 
the  commerce  and  shipping  trade  of  the 
country.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  The  recent 
development  of  Hamburg  was  due  to  a 
lai^  extent  to  reasons  of  this  kind.  By 
passing  such  Bills  they  would  be  reaUy 
playing  the  game  of  for^gn  countries. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Moreover,  sach  laws 
operated  against  the  sale  of  goods  of  our 
own  manufacture,  for  the  more  traders 
were  induced  to  come  to  tlus  country  to 
buy,  the  more  chance  there  was  of  their 
purchasing  English-made  goods.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  It  bad  already  been  made  an 
offence  to  sell  to  a  person  a  foreign-made 
article  as  an  article  of  English  make, 
and  there  was  no  necessity  to  proceed 
further  than  that.  If  English  manu- 
facturers would  always  stand  by  their 
own  names  and  stamp  their  own  goods, 
they  would  have  Hxe  best  possible  pro- 
tection against  the  foreigner.  ["  Hear, 
heart'']  When  people  bought  foreign 
goods  th^  did  so  because  they  were 
cheaper  and  more  fitted  to  t^e  particular 
purpose  they  had  in  view. 
*Snt  HOWARD  VINCENT :  Are  they 
better  1 

*Mr.  WHITTAKER  said  that  in  some 
cases  they  were,  and  in  other  cases  not, 
but  they  were  bought  because  they  were 
cheap  and  suited  the  customer.  British 
manufacturers  must  recognise  this  fact 
and  meet  it.  ["  Hear,  hear  I"]  How  many 
of  those  who  supported  this  kind  of 
legislation  thought  of  whence  came  the 
sugar  they  used,  or  where  the  cloth  of 
the  coat  they  wore  was  woven,  or  where 
the  paper  of  the  books  and  news- 
papers they  read  was  manufactured? 
This  Bill  was  protection  in  di^ise,  be- 
cause the  .object  aimed  at  was  to  induce 
the  people  of  this  country,  by  fictitious 
means  and  prejudice,  not  to  buy  a 
foreign-made  article.  But  it  was  protec- 
tion that  failed — as  protection  usually 
did.  It  had  failed  to  keep  out  the 
foreign-made  article.  The  object  of  the 
Legislature  was  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
foreign-made  goods  in  England.  The 

Mr.  T.  P.  WhiUaker. 


sale  had  grown  since  this  Act  was  passed, 
and  had  gro^-n  very  largely,  owing  to 
the  advertisement  which  was  thus  givmi 
to  them.  It  was  damaging — as  protec- 
tion must  be — ^to  their  own  reputation  if 
they  announced  thi^  these  (urticles  were 
foreign-made.  It  was  an  announcement 
that  they  were  not  making  them.  It 
was  damaging — as  protection  was — be- 
cause it  interfered  with  and  disturbed 
the  free  course  of  trade.  All  this  outcry 
that  had  been  raised  against  the  pur^ 
chase  of  foreign  goods  and  against  Ger- 
man competition  practically  amounted 
to  crying  "  stinking  fish."  It  practically 
amounted  to  a  depreciation  of  their  own 
manufactures  and  their  own  articles. 
They  had  an  enormous  trade  all  over  die 
world,  and  here  th^  were  going  into  fits 
almost  because  a  small  quantity  of 
articles  was  sold  here  in  competition  with 
their  own.  They  were  announcing  to  the 
world  that  other  people  were  very  largely 
buying  elsewhere,  and  the  effect  of  the 
aunouncement  was  to  send  other  people 
to  buy  there.  They  were  seriously 
dami^i^  their  own  trade,  and  discount- 
ing their  own  position  by  this  outcry 
that  was  being  raised  against  the  damage 
that  was  done  to  them.  How  would  tUs 
particniar  measure  help  them  abroad? 
It  was  in  the  foreign  markets  of  the 
world  where  they  had  foreign  competi- 
tion most  seriously.  If  they  wereb^ten 
at  home,  how  would  they  get  on  in 
other  markets  and  in  their  colonies 
throughout  the  world  ?  This  Merchandise 
Marks  Act  would  not  help  them  at  all  in 
those  countries.  Reference  had  been 
made  to  the  publication,  "Made  in  Ger- 
many," which  had  bem  circulated  very 
largely.  A  more  misleading,  a  more  in- 
accurate and  a  more  discreditable  publi- 
cation, he  venttired  to  say,  had  never 
been  published  on  trade  questions  in  this 
country.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  anyone 
who  would  refer  to  the  Board  of  TVade 
returns  for  December  giving  the  returns 
for  the  last  year,  and  compare  those  re- 
turns with  the  figm-es  of  the  two  previous 
years — thus  getting  the  retmms  of  three 
years — would  find  that  in  the  various 
textile  departments  the  exports  to  Ger- 
many had  been  much  larger  durii^  the 
lost  year  than  in  eithN*  of  the  previous 
years.  Then  the  competition  with.  Ger- 
many, and  with  other  fore^  countries, 
was  not  to  be  defeated  by  devices  of 
this  kind.    They  could  only  beat  their 
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competitors  by  superior  skill,  superior 
enterprise,  superior  industry  and  superior 
taste;  and  it  was  only  by  being  brought 
face  to  face  with  their  competitors  that 
they  were  stimulated  to  do  their  best 
in  these  matters.  If  they  attempted  to 
mask  the  competition  by  keeping  out 
things  that  were  competing  seriously  with 
them  elsewhere,  these  goods  were  not 
brought  to  the  notice  of  their  workpeople 
and  manufacturers  as  they  otherwise 
would  do,  and  they  would  not  make  that 
effort  they  would  otherwise  do.  It  was 
a  veiy  misleading  thing  to  create  an  im- 
pression that  everything  was  botiA  fide 
And  of  the  very  best  that  was  made  in 
this  country,  and  that  tutides  that  were  { 
made  abroad  were  rubbish  and  worthless. 
A  great  deal  of  rubbish  was  made  in 
Sheffield  and  in  Birmingham,  but  it  got 
the  English  brand  upon  it,  and  was  sent  j 
out  to  do  injury  to  their  trade  in  foreign  i 
markets.  They  had  got  to  face  the 
reality  that  good  as  well  as  bad  articles 
were  made  in  foreign  countries.  He 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  this  fore^  mark 
altogether,  betatuse  it  was  mere  tinker- 
ing, and  would  be  of  no  adTantage 
whatever. 

Sm  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) 
said  he  had  hoped,  after  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  declared, 
upon  his  official  authority,  that  this  Bill 
was  unworkable  and  impracticable  and 
impossible,  and  had  given  an  intimation, 
which  was,  he  thought,  acceptable  to  the 
House  generally,  that  the  whole  subject 
shoxild  be  dealt  with  by  an  inquiry,  his 
hon.  Friend  would  not  have  persisted  in 
pushing  forward  this  Measure.  He 
thought  no  one  could  have  listened  to 
the  general  discussion  without  feeling 
that  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  been 
completely  vindicated,  and  that  what  was 
necessary  at  the  present  time  was  the 
fullest  inquiry  as  to  the  e£fect  and  opera- 
tion of  the  1887  Act.  In  the  first  place, 
it  was  generally  admitted  that  there  were 
many  Amendments  which  ought  to  be 
made  in  order  to  make  that  Act  practi- 
cally operative.  Th^  knew  perfectly 
weQ  that  at  the  present  time  the  Act  was 
evaded  by  many  metms.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  was  quite  sure  that  the  facts 
which  had  been  stated  to  the  House  led 
them  to  the  conclusion  that,  in  their  own 
interest  and  in  the  interest  of  their  own 
torade  and  oommoroe,  it  was  absoltttely 


necessary  that  they  should  trace  what 
had  been  the  effect  of  the  Act  and  how 
far  it  might  have  injuriously  affected 
that  trade.    Under  these  circumstances 
he  had  intended  to  move  an  Amendment 
in  favour  of  inquiry,  but,  having  regard 
to  the  intimation  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  he  should  venture  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  Debate. 
He  trusted  his  hon.  Friend  would  be 
satisfied  that  the  assurance  given  would 
be  advantageous  to  the  object  he  had  in 
view,  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
should  escape  the  manifold  evils  which 
had  been  prophesied  if  they  legislated 
in  the  direction  he  desired.    He  did  not 
approach  this  subject  hostilely  to  his  hon. 
Friend.  He  was  a  member  of  the  original 
Committee  which  recommended  legisla- 
tion, and  he  remembered  well  the  evi- 
dence they  then  received  that  numerous 
frauds  and  acts  of  injustice  were  perpe- 
trated upon  trade»  in  this  country.  He 
thought  that,  so  far  as  it  had  been 
effective  in  the  prevention  of  fraud,  the 
Act  had  been  bieneficial.   The  question 
was,  whether  the  Act  had  been  effective 
to  that  extent,  and  whether  it  had 
brought  with  it  some  evils  which  might 
be  removed  by  future  l^alation.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers  and  fworkpeople  of  this 
country  simply  desired  a  fair  field  in  the 
competition  with  their  opponents  in  other 
countries.    He  did  not  think  thero  was 
any  general  desire  whatever  for  protec- 
tion, in  the  narrower  sense  of  the  term, 
as  apart  from  protection  from  fraud,  to 
which  they  wore  justly  entitled.    No  one 
could  be  familiar  with  the  operation  of 
this  Act  without  feeling  that  it  had 
placed — ^whatever  its  advantages — a  great 
restriction  on  dealing  with  commodities 
introduced  from  abroad.    He  wished  to 
bear  his  tribute,  from  a  large  experience 
of  the  Customs  House  authorities,  to  the 
excellence  of  their  general  administrar 
tion  in  dealing  with  this  matter ;  but  no 
one  had  been  more  impressed  than  the 
Customs  House  authorities  themselves 
with  the  difficulty  of  doing  it.   This  Act 
had  been  a  considerable  impediment  to 
the  operations  of  trade,  and  that  was  an 
evil  which  they  should  try  to  limit,  and, 
if  possible,  to  remove.    Then  he  would 
point  out  to  the  House  that  the  cost  o^ 
its  administration  had  been  very  great, 
both  to  the  nation  and  to  the  merchants. 
Then,  i^ain,  th^  ought  to  try  and  make 
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an  amendment  and,  if  poBsible,  some 
limitation.  Again,  other  cotrntries  had, 
in  some  ways,  retaliated  upon  their  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act.  He  ventured  to 
say  that,  especially  in  their  dealings 
with  Spain,  and  in  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining good  trade  treaties,  what  had 
occurred  in  relation  to  the  Merchan- 
dise Marks  Act  had  greatly  aggravated 
the  situation,  and  had  produced  much, 
retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish 
CustomB  House  in  their  official  trade  re- 
lations vith  this  country.  Whether  this 
Act  had  been  altogether  effective,  or 
whether  it  did  not  need  very  great 
amendment,  if  it  was  to  continue  in  ope- 
ration, was  a  matter  for  inquiry.  There 
was  a  general  misapprehension  with 
regard  to  the  Act  itself.  There  was  a 
general  belief  that  all  goods  coming  into 
this  country  had  to  be  marked.  It  was 
said  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  many  goods 
were  brought  into  the  country  without 
any  mark,  oud  after  th^  were  broi^ht 
safely  through  the  Customs  House  they 
were  marked  as  of  English  origin.  That 
was  one  of  the  defects  which  must  be 
dealt  with.  If  it  was  the  case  that 
goods  were  so  brought  in  that  great 
fraud  was  committed,  the  fraud  ex- 
isted after  their  introduction  into  this 
country,  and  in  defiance  of  the  Act. 
In  that  respect  he  thought  in  many 
oases  great  injustice  was  done  to 
our  people.  Then  again  there  was  the 
question  how  the  goods  were  marked. 
He  had  been  consulted  as  to  evasions  'A 
the  Act,  the  packages  being  stamped, 
but  upon  the  sorting  out  of  the  individual 
contents  they  were  not  marked  at  alL 
But  a  great  disadvantage  in  connection 
with  the  Act  was  this,  that  in  seeking 
to  protect  our  own  trade  we  were  adver- 
tising the  trade  of  those  who  dealt  with 
us.  ["  Hear,  hew  I "]  Had  Members 
watched  that  important  class  of  statis- 
tics in  reference  to  re-exporta  of  foreign 
and  oolonifd  merohandise?  In  reference 
to  our  colonial  trade  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  these  statistics  were  significant, 
and  induced  most  serious  considenitions. 
Anyone  familiar  with  the  subject,  and 
who  knew  of  the  increased  embarrass- 
ments and  difficulties  shippers  and  mer- 
chants had  to  contend  with — he  was  not 
speaking  so  much  of  maunfacturers — and 
who  read  these  statistics  in  connection 
with  the  re-export  trade,  knew  that 
foreign  bottoms  were  more  eng^ed  to 
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carry  goods  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  centres  of  consumption. 
*SiB  HOWARD  VINCEOT:  The  bounty 

system. 

Sib  albert  ROLLIT  said  this  was 
not  merely  due  to '  the  boimty  lystem  ; 
there  was  a  plurality  of  causes.  It  was 
a  fact  that  the  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal 
had  altered  trade  routes,  and  there  had 
been  a  re-eatabliahment  to  some  extent  of 
old  distributive  centres,  such  as  Antwerp, 
Hamburg,  ajid  Venice,  which  was  be- 
coming much  more  like  the  Venice  of 
the  past.  Other  causes  for  this  might 
also  be  pointed  out,  among  them  the 
neglect  of  river  conservators  and  the 
want  of  proper  dock  accommodation; 
and  among  the  causes  was  this,  that  we 
had  indicated  to  foreign  rivals  the  places 
where  they  could  obtain  goods,  so  that 
Ei^land  was  becoming  less  the  emporium 
for  the  world  than  she  had  been  in  the 
past.  For  tluse  reasons,  cmd  he  did  not 
say  they  were  all,  this  question  had  a 
wider  aspect.  With  the  chu^ed  con- 
ditions of  trade,  the  departure  oi  some 
of  ovx  trade  to  foreign  ports,  it  was  well 
there  should  be  an  inquiry  iu  the  first 
instance.  Here  was  a  Bill  impracticable 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  desire  of 
those  who  would  have  all  goods  marktd 
was  impracticable,  and  with  the  fullest 
acknowledgment  of  the  energy  and 
ability  his  hon.  Frifflid  had  brought  to 
bear  on  this  subject  as  affecting  British 
trade,  he  thought  it  would  be  the  best 
course  to  inquire,  before  proceeding  to 
an  Amendment  of  the  Act,  as  to  the 
means  for  stopping  fraud  while  not  in- 
flicting injury  on  British  trade.  He 
moved  the  adjoimunent  of  the  Debate. 

Mr.  THOMAS  LOUGH  (IsUngton,  W.) 
rose  to  second  the  adjournment  Motion, 
because  he  thought  that  would  be  taking 
the  easiest  way  of  getting^  rid  of  the 
question,  but  if  there  was  a  general 
view  that  a  decision  on  the  Bill  should  fae 
arrived  at  he  would  not  stand  in  the 
way. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
desires  to  second  the  Motion  he  can  do 
so. 

Mr.  W.  field  {Dublin,  St.  Patrick) 
said  he  would  second  the  Motion.  His 
name  was  on  the  back  of  the  Bill — 
\laughtcr'\ — but  he  was  induced  to  take 
this  course  after  what  he  had  heard 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Islington  (Sir 
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Albert  Rollit)  whom  he  r^arded  as  an. 
authoritj  upon  the  subjeotf  and  with 
whom  he  was  well  acquainted  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proceedings  of  Chambers 
of  Commerce.  The  hon.  Member's  obser- 
vations were  very  pertinent  to  the  ques- 
tion. Although  he  was  in  favour  of  pro- 
tecting our  own  trade  from  unfair  foreign 
competition,  which  undoubtedly  existed, 
at  the  same  time  he  believed  the 
matter  required  inquiry.  He  was  not  a 
protectionist,  but  our  own  traders  should 
hare  fair  play,  and  if  this  discussion 
induced  the  GoTemment  to  take  up  the 
ooDsideratioQ  of  this  subject,  then  it 
would  have  served  a  very  useful  purpose. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  thought  the 
most  useful  course  would  be  to  adjourn 
the  Debate,  having  in  mind  what  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  said, 
and  so  he  had  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  Motion. 

•Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouth, W.)  said  he  had  pleasure  in  ap- 
pearing again  in  the  favourite  part- of 
supporter  of  the  Government,  as  he  had 
during  the  Debates  on  the  Address 
against  various  sections  of  the  followers 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  who  did 
not  approve  of  the  course  their  Leaders 
had  pursued.  In  the  first  of  these 
Wednesday  debates  they  seemed  to  be  in 
exactly  the  same  position.  He  had  sup- 
ported the  Government  against  the 
Church  Party,  against  their  Irish  sup- 
porters and  other  sections,  and  now  he  f^t 
bound  to  support  them  (^[ainst  the  hon. 
Hemher  fdr  Sheffield.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  the 
approbation  of  the  Government  for  his 
scheme,  the  Bill  had  been  pronounced 
impracticable  and  impossible  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  That 
.was  a  definite  issue-  for  the  House  to 
decide.  The  hon.  Member  for  Islington, 
who  had,  perhaps,  a  larger  knowledge 
of  the  conditions  of  commerce  in  the 
country  than  any  other  Member  in  the 
House,  had  equally  pronounced  against 
the  BUI,  though,  to  be  sure,  he  did  not 
come  to  a  very  logical  conclusion  when 
he  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
Debate.  A  complaint  frequently  made 
was  that  the  House  had  not  sufficient 
time  for  the  transaction  of  necessary  and 
important  business.  Why  then  keep  on 
the  Order  Book  for  consideration  a  Bill 
which,  by  aknost  unanimous  consent,  was 
dedarad  impracticable  and  unworkable! 


["Hear,  hearl "]  Let  the  House  at  all 
events  get  rid  of  this  Bill  from  its  Order 
Book,  in  order  that  Bills  that  were  pos- 
sible and  practicable  might  be  proceeded 
with.  The  opinion  of  the  House  should 
be  taken  on  the  Bill,  unless  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  took  the  course 
pressed  upon  him  by  his  friends,  and 
withdrew  his  Bill.  He  had  no  wish  to 
put  the  hon.  Member  in  the  invidious 
position  of  having  his  Bill  negatived. 

*Sni  HOWARD  VINCENT:  It  might  be 
carried.  [Laughter.] 

*Sm  WhiLIAU  HARCOURT  would 
not  contemplate  that  as  a  probalnlity. 
He  wished  to  assist  the  Govemm«it 
to  let  the  hon.  Member  down  easily.  He 
had  been  told  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
been  good  enough  to  quote  him  as  an 
authority  in  support  of  the  BilL 

*SiB  HOWARD  VINCENT:  No,  the 
Leader  of  the  House. 

Mb.  BRYCE  said  the  hon.  Member  re- 
ferred to  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 

*SiB  HOWARD  VINCENT:  No,  the 
Leader  of  the  House. 

•Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  did  not 
ondmtand  how  the  hon.  Member  could 
be  under  the  impression  that  he  had 
ever  given  coimtenance  'to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  He  had  always  thought  the 
principle  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Bill 
to  be  imsound,  and  the  effect  had 
been,  he  believed,  extremely  injurious  to 
British  trade.  He  had  received  repre- 
sentations from  most  important  commer- 
cial centres  in  the  country  as  to  its  in- 
juriouB  effect  on  the  shipping  trade  of 
this  country  in  one  of  its  most  important 
branches — viz.,  the  transfer  trade  in 
foreign  commodities.  No  doubt  the  Suez 
Canal  had  been  in  many  respects  very 
advantageous  to  the  trade  of  tins  country, 
but  as  regarded  what  iv-as  called  the 
emporium  trade,  a  good  deal  of 
commerce  which  used  to  come  to  London 
to  be  distributed  now  goes  directly  to 
ports  in  the  Mediterranean  and  else- 
where. This  matter  must  be  familiar  to 
anyone  who  paid  any  attention  to  trade 
matters.  The  particular  policy  intended 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  to  be 
an  advantage  to  the  trade  of  this  country 
had,  he  believed,  in  operation,  an 
exactly  opposite  result.  The  colonies 
and  various  parts  of  the  world  were  in- 
formed that  English  merchants  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  procuring  goods  required 
wherever  th^  could  get  them  best  and 
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olieapest.  Under  the  auspices  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  these  goods 
were  marked  with  their  place  of  or^in, 
and  so  leaders  went  direct  to  the  foreign 
manufacturers — ["  hear,  hear  !  "] — and 
the.  transfer  trade  was  largely  affected. 
It  would  be  observed  that,  while 
there  was  recently  a  lai^e  increase 
in  the  export  trade  of  this  countiy, 
the  transfer  trade  showed  a  serious 
diminution.  This  was  a  y&ry  important 
matter  for  oonsideration,  and  he,  thwe- 
fore,  thot:^ht  tiie  inquiry  proposed 
was  a  very  proper  one  in  order  to 
asoortain  exactly  what  had  been  the 
operation  of  sort  of  l^islation,  and 
how  far  the  complaints  of  the  shipping 
industry  were  well  founded.  Meantime, 
this  BiU  should  be  disposed  of,  either  by 
the  hon.  Member  withdrawing  it  or  by 
the  House  expressing  an  opinion  upon  it. 
["Hear,  hear  I"] 

*SiB  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) 
found  himself  in  the  unusual  but 
not  unpleasuit  position  of  agreeing 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentlonan  in 
his  support  of  the  Goreniment  He 
thought  his  hon.  Friend  had  not  been 
able  to  give  his  usual  care  to  the  Bill, 
and  confessed  that  he  was  not  able  to  at- 
tach any  meaning  to  the  operative  clause. 
He  quite  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friaid 
when  he  said  that  there  was  no  protection 
in  his  mind,  but  he  believed  that  there 
was — if  he  did  not  wrongly  intCTpret  the 
sentiments  of  many  hon.  Members — an 
undarlyii^  desire  to  restrict  comnureial 
intercourse;  What  he  was  anxious  to  see 
was  free  commercial  intercourse  between 
all  the  coimtries  of  the  world.  He  did 
not  desire  that  the  markets  of  any 
country  should  be  confined  to  the  limits 
of  that  country.  The  tendency  of  this 
legislation  was  dangerous,  and  it  ought 
to  be  carefully  and  most  narrowly 
watched. 

*Me.  speaker  :  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  question  now 
before  the  House  is  the  Adjoummrat  of 

*SiB  FRANCIS  POWELL  considered 
that  the  BiU,  if  passed  in  its  present 
form,  would  bo  injurious  to  trade, 
and  that  therefore  more  time  should 
be  given  for  discussion.  It  would 
be  especially  injurious  to  the  whole 
of  the  carrying  trade  of  this  country. 
No  one  could  doubt  for  one  moment  that 
their  railway  traffic  gave  empl<^ment  to 
iSitr  IT.  Sarcourt, 


a  large  amount  of  labour  of  the  highest 
and  best  possible  daas,  and  he  beUienred 
any  legislation  which  would  impede  the 
pn^ess  either  of  their  mercantile 
marine  or  their  railway  systems  must  be 
highly  injurious  to  the  wage-earning 
classes  of  this  country.  That  was  one  of 
his  most  serious  objections  to  this  class 
of  legislation.  He  hoped  th^  would  not 
proceed  rashly  without  further  considera> 
tion  of  the  question,  and  he  therefore 
supported  the  proposal  for  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  the  Debate. 

Sib  ALBERT  ROLLIT  was  willmg  to 
withdraw  his  proposal  for  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  the  Delaate  so  Uiat  the  ^Uscussion 
should  not  be  resteicted  to  that  particu- 
lar question. 

Amendment,  by  leaTe,  withdrawn. 


Me.  lough  was  one  of  those  who 
gave  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  credit 
for  good  intentions  in  this  commercial 
legislation,  but  what  he  had  alwa^ 
f^red,  and  what  the  hon.  G«itleman*s 
action  had  confirmed  iras,  Uiat  he  had 
not  got  much  commercial  experience.  He 
did  not  think  the  Members  of  the  House 
were  ever  placed  in  a  more  ridiculous 
position  than  at  that  moment,  and  whai 
they  were  doing  reduced  legislation  al- 
most to  a  farce.  The  hon.  Member  had 
been  told  by  his  Leader  that  the  Bill  was 
unintelligible,  and  he  had  admitted  him- 
self that  in  the  form  in  which  it  waa 
printed  it  was  unintelligiUe. 
*Sm  HOWARD  VINCENT:  I  said  a 
few  words  were  wanted. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  it  was  always  a  few 
words  that  were  wanted.  Two  oppor- 
tunities had  been  given  the  hon.  Member 
to  withdraw  the  Bill,  one  by  his  Leado: 
and  another  by  a  Gentleman  whose  name 
was  on  the  back  of  the  Bill,  but  he  had 
declined  to  accept  of  eith^-,  and  insisted 
on  carrying  the  discussion  forward.  He 
thoiight  a  protest  ought  to  he  made 
against  their  being  called  upon,  to  disouis 
the  BiU  nnd&t  such  circumstances.  Ques- 
tions of  great  importance  had  beea 
raised,  and  he  desired  to  say  a  word  or 
two  as  to  these.  The  hon.  Member  had 
spoken  of  the  number  of  foreign  goods 
which  were  to  be  found  in  the  shops  ia 
this  country.  But  had  he  nevo-  noticed 
the  large  quantities  of  English  goods 
which  were  to  be       with  in  the  shops 
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abroad  ?  Did  he  not  think  that  he  vould 
do  more  harm  by  excluding  these  English 
goods  from  the  shops  abroad  than  he 
would  do  good  by  excluding  the  few 
foreign  articles  that  came  orer  here?  The 
question  of  the  extent  to  which  foreign 
trade  had  been  interfered  with  by  this 
l^slation  'had  been  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Islington  and  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  Neither  ol 
those  GenUanen  gave  statistics,  and  he 
could  supply  figures  of  a  most  startling 
nature  to  tiie  House.  They  knew  that 
the  last  year  had  been  a  good  year  for 
business.  There  had  been  an  increase 
both  in  the  exports  from  and  the  imports 
into  this  country ;  therefore,  in  the  par- 
ticular branch  of  commerce  which  this 
legislation  touched,  they  ought  to  look 
for  an  increase  also.  If  the  increase  in 
the  re-exports  was  proportionate  to  the 
other  increase  of  British  commerce,  they 
Tould  find  an  increase  of  millions  in  the 
bosiness  of  reexports  in  this  country. 
But  this  tvanch  of  commerce  last  year 
showed  a  reduction  of  over  £3,000,000. 
If  the  hon.  Member  opposite  were  an' 
emissary  of  those  foreign  houses  whose 
trade  he  wished  to  extinguish  he  could 
not  pursue  the  interests  of  the  firms  he 
represented  more  successfully  than  he 
did  now  by  the  promotion  of  such  legisla- 
tion. What  was  the  object  of  the  Biltl 
It  was  an  attempt  to  lunend  the  Act  of 
1887.  That  Act  was  not  altogether  bad, 
but  yet  it  was  marked  with  the  fault  that 
all  UuscommerciBl  l^islation  had  What 
wore  the  objects  of  the  Act  of  1887  ? 
They  were  two.  One  was  to  stamp  out 
fraud ;  the  other  was  to  stamp  out  the 
foreigner.  That  was  what  they  were 
always  doing.  They  never  proceeded 
straight  in  this  legislation  of  theirs 
against  fraud.  Th^  always  wanted  to 
insinuate  that  the  rogue  was  abroad, 
whereas  he  was  generally  found  at  home. 
Most  of  the  fraudulent  markiz^  of  foreign 
goods  and  adulteration  took  place  at 
home ;  but  in  their  l^slation,  instead  of 
striking  at  the  fraud  where  it  existed, 
they  turned  aside  and  hit  the  foreigner. 
That  was  the  reason  why  all  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  was  so  bod,  and  why 
it  always  failed  in  the  object  they  had 
in  view.  He  thought  the  true  view  of 
the  Bill  was  that  it  was  a  cry  of  despair. 
It  was  an  admission,  coming  from  the 
authors  of  the  Bill,  that  whole  legis- 
lation its^f  was  a  failure.  The  Bill  was 


unintelligible  in,  its  present  shape,  it  was 
introduced  without  notice,  and  the  hon. 
Member  was  not  able  to  defend  it.  He 
thought  they  ought  to  airive  at 
a  decision)  on  this  matter  once  for  all, 
^d  if  the  House  would  only  consider  the 
large  interests  at  stake  it  would  feel  that 
the  commerce  of  this  country  must  not 
be  lightly  interfered  with  in  this  way. 
The  hon.  Member  seemed  to  think  that 
people  would  take  any  goods  if  th^  were 
produced  in  England,  but  that  was  not 
Uie  case.  If  Bkiglish  manufecturera  and 
merchants  would  only  produce  goods  of 
the  same  standard  as  those  produced 
abroad  they  would  get  that  trade  they 
were  so  anxious  for,  but,  unless  they  did 
so,  no  matter  what  l^islation  was  passed 
by  that  House,  they  woxild  not  be  able 
to  secure  the  trade  for  them. 
*Mr.  ROBERT  PURVIS  (Peterborough) 
considered  that  the  BiU  was,  at  any  rate, 
an  honest  attempt  to  preraat  fraud.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  had  discoaaed 
the  state  of  the  present  law  under  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  especial^  with 
reference  to  the  matter  of  printing,  and 
it  seemed  to  be  generally  admitted  that 
there  was  really  a  fault  in  the  existing  law. 
It  was  ludicrous  to  argue  in  favour  of 
a  system  imder  which  the  law  was  com- 
plied with  by  printing  so  small  that  it 
could  only  hs  read  with  the  aid  of  a 
microscope  or  minifying  glass.  He 
sympathised  with  the  views  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield,  but,  in  the  cir- 
cumatancea  described  hj  tiie  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  he  felt,  with  great 
r^et,  that  he  must  vote  t^ainst  the 
hon.  Member.  To  vote  with  him  would 
be  to  vote  for  a  BiU  which  had  only  just 
been  printed.  He  trusted  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  would  take  the 
course  recommended  1^  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trada 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  agreed  that  it  waa  no  doubt 
hard  upon  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  be  asked  to  come  to  a  deciuon 
upon  a  Measure  which  he  had  had  no 
real  opportunity  of  considering.  It  might 
be  well  to  adopt  the  principle  that  no 
measure  should  bo  submitted  for  Second 
Reading  until  it  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  Members  for  some  few  days.  ["  Hear^ 
hear  I  "]  The  Bill  of  his  hon.  Friend  was 
open  to  criticism  in  some  respects.  The 
second  clause,  for  esimple,  proposed  a 
somewhat  reactionary  step.  \Laughter.'\ 
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Of  course,  he  did  not  object  to  reaction 
upon  principle.  [Laughter.]  But,  being 
an  advocate  of  preferential  and  differen- 
tiaX  rates,  he  thought  it  was  highly  im- 
portant that  the  place  of  origin  of  every 
article  that  came  inta  the  country  should 
be  clearly  indicated.  It  might  happen 
that  future  l^slation  would  establish 
preferential  rates  in  respect  of  goods 
coming  from  the  colonies  and  countries 
which  consented  to  give  reciprocal  faci- 
lities to  British  trade.  It  might  be 
decided  at  a  future  time  that  goods 
coming,  say,  from  Germany  should  be 
subjected  to  the  payment  of  a  higher 
tariff  than  goods  coming  from  the  great 
free  trade  country  of  Turkey,  the  only 
ot^er  ftee  trade  country  besides  Ekig- 
land  in  Europe.  [Mr.  Muhdblla :  "No, 
there  are  Denmark  and  Holland !  "]  He 
certainly  could  not  admit  Holland,  and 
he  was  not  sure  that  he  could  admit  even 
Denmark  as  a  free  trade  country. 
Therefore  he  held  that  it  was  desirable 
that  goods  should  be  marked  with  the 
name  of  the  place  from  which  they 
came ;  but  the  proposal  of  his  hon. 
Friend  was  to  classify  all  fore^  goods, 
whatever  their  origin,  under  the  designa- 
tion of  "foreign-made.".  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  took  exception  to 
the  Bill  on  the  groimd  that  instead  of 
hitting  the  foreigner  it  would  hit  the 
English  trader.  Surely  if  an  English 
trader  was  guilty  of  fraud  he  did  not  de- 
serve any  protection.  [Mr.  Ritchie  said 
that  he  did  not  mean,  to  convey  that  an 
Ei^lish  trader  guilty  of  fraud  should  be 
protected.]  As  long  as  the  law  was  im- 
partially administered,  no  person  carrying 
on  a  trade  could  reasonably  complain  be- 
cause he  was  obliged  to  indicate  on  the 
goods  he  sold  the  place  of  their  manu- 
facture. The  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
he  understood,  did  not  mind  where  an 
article  came  from  or  how  many 
thousands  of  British  workmen  were  unem- 
ployed— [crien  of  "  Oh !  "] — as  long  as 
the  price  which  the  consumer  had  to  pay 
was  not  increased.  [Sir  W.  Harcoubt 
protested  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's interpretation  of  his  observations.] 
He  believed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
had  said  that  as  long  as  people  had  cheap 
food  it  was  a  matter  of  indifforenccf  to 
Him  whether  that  food  was  produced  in 
this  country  or  not.  [Sir  W.  Harcourt  : 
"  What  I  said  was  that  I  was  in  favour 
of  cheap  food  for  the  people  and  against 

Mr.  J.  Lewther. 


any  change  in  the  law  for  the  purpose  of 
making  food  dear."]  The  doctrine  of 
cheapness  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  constituted  himself  the 
apostle  came  to  this — ^that  the  House 
ought  not  to  adopt  any  legislation  which 
was  likely  to  promote  employment  in  this 
country,  if  that  legislation  would  increase 
the  cost  of  any  article  of  consumption. 
For  his  pwrt  he  was  not  prepared  to  sub- 
scribe to  that  doctrine.  Some  of  his 
hon.  Friends,  he  knew,  objected  al- 
together to  l^slation  of  this  kind.  For 
example,  what  his  hon.  Friend  near  him 
(Sir  A.  Kollit)  would  liKe  to  see  was  the 
repeal  of  all  measures  of  this 
kind.  [Sir  A.  Rolut  obserred  that 
his  r^ht  hon.  EViend  was  mistaken, 
and  that  he  had  said  nothing  to 
indicate  that  he  held  such  an  opinion.] 
He  had  noticed  that  some  of  his  hon. 
Friends  would  like  to  go  a  great  deal 
further,  and  that  many  who  supported 
l^slation  of  this  kind  did  so  because 
they  .thought  that  it  was  as  far  as  their 
constituents  and  public  opinion  were  pre- 
pared to  go.  [Ironical  cheers.]  His 
own  view  was  that  the  steuightforrord 
way  of  dealing  with  these  questions 
would  be  to  put  a  duty  on  the  foreign 
article,  and  to  say  exactly  why  they  did 
it.  [Ironical  cheers.]  But  in  the  mean- 
time they  had  better  take  half  a  loaf 
rather  than  no  bread.  He  remembered 
a  proposal  made  in  connection  with  these 
Acts  in  regard  to  the  labelling  of  fruit 
and  mutton  chops.  [Laughter.]  Un- 
doubtedly the  labelling  of  consignments 
of  meat  would  be  perfectly  reasonable, 
and  a  mutton  chop  must  be  cut  from  a 
larger  portion  of  the  animal.  In  the  so- 
called  free-trade  country  Of  Denmark 
that  very  process  was  foUowed.  He  con- 
tented himself,  however,  by  saying  that 
if  the  object  of  Parliament  was  to  place 
what  were  called  legitimate  and  reason- 
able impediments  in  the  way  of  compet- 
ing foreign  products,  it  would  be  far 
better  to  do  so  by  means  of  duties  levied 
at  the  ports  rather  than  by  the  round- 
about methods  which  were  so  largely 
favoured.  He  should  be  in  favour  of 
amending  the  Bill  of  his  hon.  Friend 
very  considerably.  He  thought  that  the 
mark  "  fore^  made  "  was  decidedly  less 
effective  than  the  compulsory  declaration 
of  the  place  of  origin.  The  r^ht  hon. 
Member  created  considerable  amusement 
by  taking  a  pencil  out  of  his  pocket,  but 
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he  did  not  know  whether  it  woa  declared 
to  have  been  mode  in  Gennany.  He  did 
not  get  the  pencil  from  any  GoTernment 
D^artment,  so  probably  it  was  not  made 
in  Germany.  [Laughter.]  On  examina 
tion,  however,  he  found  it  was  declared 
to  have  been  "  made  in  Bavaria." 
[Laughtery  ironical  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  1 " 
and  "  Shame !  "]  It  had  been  conveyed 
to  him  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade 
without  any  rational  alternative  being 
afforded  to  him.  The  lead  mines  with 
which  he  waa  personally  acquainted  in 
the  North  of  England  had  been  shut 
down  in  consequence  of  this  foreign  com- 
petition which  was  now  engaging  the 
attention  of  the  House.  HU  hon.  Friend 
said  that  all  the  pencils  provided  at  the 
public  expense  for  the  use  of  the  libraries 
in  Parliament  were  of  foreign  make. 
[Voices  :  "  No  ;  "  "  The  best  only !  "  and 
"  No,  not  the  best  only !  "]  [At  this  point 
Sir  H.  Vincent  handed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  a  pencil  which  he  said  was 
provided  by  the  authorities  of  the 
House.  It  was  branded  "  Faber,  Bava^ 
ria,"  and,  further,  it  had  the  crown  and 
V  V.R."  on  each  side  of  it,  and  it  was 
also  branded  "  Civil  Service."  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  passed  the  pencil  bock 
to  Sir  H.  Vincent,  but  Mr.  Ritchie  rose 
from  his  seat  and  intercepted  the  pencil, 
placing  it  in  his  pocket,  amid  general 
laughter.]  This,  then,  he  continued, 
was  a  pencil  supplied  to  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown  at  public  expense.  He  was 
not  complaining  of  this  supply,  but  it 
would  be  better  if  the  authorities  endea^ 
voured  to  obtain  the  English-made 
article.  No  rational  alternative  was 
ojffered,  however,  because  the  lead  in- 
dustry of  this  country  had  been  practi- 
cally crushed  by  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  J.  McLEOD  (Sutherland):  No ;  it 
is  bad  quality. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  said  the 
hon.  Member  could  not  be  aware 
of  the  intense  depression  which  pre- 
vailed in  many  districts  where  the 
lead  industry  had  been  a  most  thriving 
branch  of  our  trade.  Mines  had  been 
shut  down  because  the  fellow-country- 
men of  the  lead  workers,  headed  by 
MimatoB  of  the  Crown,  indulged  in  the 
luxury  of  foreign-made  goods.  He 
thought  that  his  hon.  Friend  in  chaise 
of  the  Bill  would  do  well  not  to  press  it 
forward  hastily,  especially  when  a  fair 
opportunity  of  considering  it  had  not 


been  given.    By  postponing  the  Bill  now 
a  solution  of  the  question  might  in  the 
long  run  be  obtained. 
*Mb.  a.  J.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield, 
Brightside)  said  that  his  hon.  Friend 
founded  this  Bill  on  the  statements  made 
before  a  Select  Committee  which  inquired 
into  the  question  in  1890.     But  the 
House  should  be  told  that  the  Commit- 
tee all  but  unanimously  condemned  the 
Measure  then  before  the  House,  while  it 
practically  condemned  the  present  Bill  in 
advance.    He  had  only  received  a  copy 
of  the  Bill  before  coming  down  to  the 
House,  and  he  thought  it  was  extraor^ 
dinary  that  the  House  should  be  asked  to 
debate  a  Measure  affecting  the  importa- 
tion of  £440,000,000  worth  of  goods 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  when  the 
merchants  of  the  country  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  to  examine  and  consider 
its  provisions.    Ever  since  the  passing 
of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  of  1887 
the  hon.  Member  hod  been  trying  to 
change  the  whole  character  of  that  l^is- 
lation.    The  object  of  that  legislation 
was  solely  confined  to  the  prevention  of 
fraud,  to  stop  fraudulent  marking  of 
goods.    It  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
origin  of  the  goods ;  but  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  1887  words  giving  certain  powers 
to  the  Customs  in  the  case  of  goods 
marked    in   English,    of   requiring  a 
declaration  of  the  place  of  origin  were 
inserted  in  the  Act,    and    most  mis- 
chievous they  had  been  in  their  opera- 
tion.   But  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
goods   that   came   into   the  country 
were  marked  with  the  place  of  origin. 
Nobody  who  sent  goods  to  this  coimtry, 
if  he  described  them  at  all,  described 
them  in  a  foreign  language,  but  in  Eag- 
lish,  and  so  the  words  "Made  in  Ger- 
many "  appeared  upon  them.    That  the 
hon.    Gentleman    realised    how  mis- 
chievously the  words  of  the  section  had 
operated  was  shown  by  the  complete 
change  of  front  he  had  made.  Every  year 
until  this  year  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
brought  in  a  Bill  for  a  compulsory  mai^ 
of  origin  being   placed   upon  foreign 
goods ;  now  he  abandoned  that  position 
and  proposed  to  substitute  the  words 
"  foreign  made."    England  had  been  up 
to  this  time  the  depot  market   of  the 
world.   Frenchmen,  Germans,  Austrians, 
our  own  colonists,  and  United  States 
people  had  come  to  the  English  market, 
say,  to  buy  gloves.    They  found  ranged 
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in  a  row  Frmoh,  German,  Austrian,  and 
English  gloves,  and  thej  bought  the 
whole  range ;  but  they  had  learnt  nov, 
since  gloves  were  marked  with  the  coun- 
tiy  of  origin,  to  go  straight  to  France, 
Germany,  and  Austria  for  their  suppliea, 
and  the  result  had  been  loss  of  trade  to 
the  Elnglish  trader.  Did  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber intend  that  colonial  produce  should 
bear  the  words  "  foreign  made)  "  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  any  experience  of 
trade — which  fortunately  for  him  he  had 
not — he  would  know  that  the  whole  pre^ 
judice  of  the  fair  sex  was  in  favour  of 
French  manufactures.  ["No,  no,  no," 
from  Sir  Howard  Vincbnt.]  Yes ;  they 
liked  Paxis  bonnets,  Paris  hats,  Paris 
silks  and  ribands,  and  Paris  gloves. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "  and  laughter.]  His 
hon.  Friend  never  realised — he  had 
often  tried  to  teach  him,  but  he  was 
not  an  apt  scholar — ^that  the  manu- 
facturee  of  one  country  were  the 
raw  material  of  another.  Take  the 
glossy  silk  hat  with  which  the  hon. 
Gieaitleman  came  down  to  the  House. 
The  whole  covering  of  the  British  hat 
was  made  in  France.  [Sir  H.  Vincbnt  ; 
"  New  Bond  Street."]  That  was  all  the 
hon.  Member  knew  about  it.  Let  him 
go  to  his  hatter  and  he  would  learn  that 
the  silk  covering  was  made  in  France, 
and  that  it  could  not  be  made  in 
this  country.  Notwithstanding  that,  the 
British  hat  was  preferred  to  every  other, 
and  high  prices  were  paid  for  it,  be- 
cause it  was  better  put  together,  it  was 
a  better  manufactured  article  on  the 
whole  than  was  made  in  any  other  coun- 
try. How  would  the  hon.  Gentleman 
stamp  the  material  of  which  every  silk 
hat  was  madel  We  imported  enormous 
quantities  of  rough  tanned  hides  from 
the  United  States  for  the  Northampton 
and  Leicester  shoe  trade.  We  could 
not  do  without  them,  and  we  re- 
exported them  in  a  made  article.  His 
hon.  fViend  wanted  to  have  stamped 
"conspicuously  and  indelibly"  upon 
every  piece  of  leather  put  into  a 
shoe,  "  Hade  abroad,"  while  the  uppers 
were  made  in  Midland  towns  and 
re-exported  to  the  value  of  millions  ster- 
ling a  year.  And  so  it  would  be  with 
every  button,  every  fastening  for  every 
coat,  and  every  woman's  mantle ;  it 
would  have  to  bear  the  mark  "Hade 
abroad."     The  whole  thing  would  be 

Mr.  A.  J.  MundeUa. 


simply  ruinous  to  British  trade  and  in- 
dustry. ["  Hear,  hear  I "]  He  could 
conceive  nothing  more  suicidal  than  that 
a  country  which  iwas  the  largrat  manu- 
facturer and  exporter  of  any  in  the 
world  should  deicry  as  an  unpatriotic 
thing  the  purchase  of  foreign-made 
goods.  ["  Oh,  oh  1 "]  It  was  perfect 
nonsense  to  come  down  to  the  House  with 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  supposing  that  it  was 
a  way  of  bringing  about  protection.  Why 
had  not  the  hon.  Hember  the  courage  of 
his  opinions  and  boldly  say,  "  I  wish  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign 
manufactures  bv  putting  a  heavy  duty 
upon  them?"'  [Sir  H.  Vincbnt:  "I 
will  do  80  next  Tuesday."]  There  was 
not  a  merchant  in  the  kingdom  who  had 
ever  seen  the  Bill,  it  had  not  been  seen 
by  the  House,  and  yet  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man asked  a  Second  Reading  for  it.  If 
he  refused  the  inquiry  offered  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  he 
hoped  the  House  would,  by  an  enormous 
majority,  convince  the  hon.  Gentleman 
not  only  that  it  was  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  but  that  it  was  a  Measure 
at  once  unintelligible  and  impracticable. 

On  the  return  of  Mb.  Spxakbb,  after 
the  usual  interval — 

.Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  it  was  rare  that  he  was  able  to  f^^ree 
with  both  Front  Benches,  as  he  was  on 
the  present  occasion,  but  he  was  bound 
to  say  a  few  words  in  consequence  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  Brightside  Division. 
He  said  my  hon.  Friend  did  not  know 
anything  about  certain  trades,  or  about 
ladies.  As  regards  ladies  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  no  doubt  had  the  advantage 
and  knew  more  about  them,  but  he 
should  have  supposed  that  the  right  hon. 
G^tleman  knew  enoiigh  about  trade  to 
prevent  him  from  falling  into  an  egr^ 
gious  error.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  mistaken  in  supposii^  that  the  Mer- 
chandise Iforks  Act  had  had  the  effect 
of  decreasing  the  foreign  consumption 
of  English  gloves. 

*Mr.  MUNDELLA  :  I  said  the  export 
trade. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that 
was  exactly  what  he  was  dealing 
with,  and  moreover  he  was  dealing 
with  Board  of  Trade  figures  at  the  time 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himsdf 
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wftfl  there.  In  1887,  before  tlie  Act  came 
into   operation,   there  were  exported 
60,000  dozens  of  gloves,  while  in  1888 
87,000,  and  last  year  134,000  dozen  of 
gloTes  were  exported.     When  he  had 
been  in  Vienna  he  bought  there  a  pair 
of  (^Tes  whioh  were  very  good,  warm, 
and  cheap,  and  for  the  moment  he  be- 
came conrerted  to  the  opinion  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  expressed  that  English 
gloTe-mf^ers  would  hare  a  great  deal 
to  fear  from  fordgn  competition,  but 
a  day  later  he  looked  at  the  inside  of 
the  ^res,  and  found  th^  were  marked 
"Dent's  Own  Make."    [laughter.]  It 
was  the  fact  that  Ei^lish  glove  exporta- 
tion had  not  decreased  in  consequence 
of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  but  had 
considerablj  increased.     He  did  not 
think  it   would  be  wise  to  pass  the 
Second   Reading  of  this  Bill,  and  he 
would  advise  his  hon.  Friend  to  with- 
draw it,  as  its  effect  would  be  mis- 
chievous.   One  of  the  principal  suppor- : 
ten  of  this  Bill,  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  was  discovered 
to  be  in  possession  of  one  of  the  very 
article  which  he  rose  to  denounce,  for 
he  produced  from  his  pocket  a  foreign 
pencil,  which,  he  should  have  thought, 
he  would  rather   have   perished  than 
possess.    [Laughter.]    It  these  Bavar- 
ian pencils  were  to  be  found  in  the  green 
tree  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Thanet 
what  might  they  not  expect  from  the 
dry  tree  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  the 
Bnghtside  Division}     [Laughter.]  No 
doubt  thn-e  was  a  very  large  importation 
of  foreign-made  goods.  They  were  trum- 
pwy,  but  they  were  flashy  and  cheap 
and  suited  the  market,  and  he  for  one 
was  in  favour  of  keeping  that  market. 
In  the  picture  book  which  he  had  with 
him,  he  observed   that   the  very  first 
pipture  was  a  portrait  of  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  underneath  was  the 
mark   "Made   in   Germany."  [Loud 
laughter.]  It  was  not  alone  these  insult- 
ing remarks  in  books,  or  the  wooden 
products  of  GmnuL  art,  which  were 
imported  in  their  thousands,  but  gloves 
and  lamp-shades  were  imported.  To 
such  a  state  of  things  had  we  come 
indeed  that  no  less  a  thing  than  a  candi- 
date for  Parliament  had  recently  been 
In'ought  from  Germany  and  presented 
in  public  without  being  legibly  marked 
as  being  of  foreign  make.  [Laughter.] 
Of  course,  these  were  abuses,  but  th^ 


were  abuses  which  he  thoi^ht  we  must 
endure.   Did  the  hon.  Member  for  West 

Islington  suggest  that  the  British  manu- 
facturer took  his  own  goods  and  marked 
them  "Made  Sn  Belgium  or  Germany?" 
That  was  not  probable ;  but  however 
that  might  be,  there  were  tricks  in  all 
trades,  and  if  they  were  going  to  legis- 
late like  this  in  ordor  to  prevent  small 
frauds  in  teas,  clarets,  and  Sheffield 
cutleries,  they  would  be  doing  material 
mischief,  and  would  have  a  hea^  job 
before  them  this  Session.   An  enormoua 
number  of  ladira'  boots  and  gloves  were 
exported  by  us  to  France,  and  the  great 
emporium  in  Paris  where  people  went  to 
buy  their  stuffs  was  called  in  English 
"  Old  England."   [Laughter.]   He  might 
mention  that  in  the  casino  of  Buda  Pesth 
the  curettes  of  Turkish  tobacco  which 
were  sold  were  bought  in  Bond  Street. 
Moreover,  at  this  moment  almost  every 
Royal  palace  in  Europe  was  being 
furnished  by  a  distinguished  Member  of 
that  House.    [Laughter.]    By  far  the 
most  important  industry  in  which  this 
country  was  engaged  was  the  carrying 
trade,  which  was  indeed  of  more  impor- 
tance than  our  agriculture  or  mani^ac- 
tures.    He  pointed  out  that  almost  every 
pound  of  tea  consumed  in  Syria  came 
from  London,  and  that  the  cigarettes 
made  from  so-called  Egyptian  tobacco 
reached   Egypt   from   LivwpooL  It 
was    first   sent    to    liiverpool,  and 
then    sent    back    to    Egypt.  Such 
things  as  these  were  due  to  our  unques- 
tioned supremacy  in  the  carrying  trade. 
His  firm  bdief  was  that  a  mistake  was 
made  in  that  respect  by  the  Merchandise 
Marks    Act.        That     Act  seriously 
interfered  with  the  carrying  trade  of  this 
country ;  and  the  figures  that  had  been 
quoted  conclusively  showed  that  this  was 
the  case.    When  an  English  customer 
was  informed  that  articles  he  had  hither- 
to bought  in  England,  and  believed  to  be 
English,  wa*e  made  in.  foreign  countries 
and  only  passed  tJirough  England,  he 
naturally  desired  to  go  direct  to  the 
foreign  country  and  obtain  them  from 
there,  and  he  himRelf  had  no  doubt  that 
the  result  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act 
had  been  to  divert  a  large  portion  of  the 
carrying  trade  from  ESiglish  portri  to 
foreign  ports.  For  these  reasons  he  urged 
his  hon.Friend  to  forego  his  attempt  to  get 
this  Bill  read  ai  second  time.   The  dis- 
cussion, however,  had  been  an  advantage, 
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because  it  bad  sbown  tbat  the  true  imn- ' 
ciples  of  trade  were  not  monopoliaed  on 

the  other  side  of  the  House,  but  were 
entertained  equally  on  that  (the ; 
Ministerial)  side,  and  he  thought  it  would  > 
hare  diapoied,  if  not  of  the  original  Act,  | 
at  any  rate  of  any  further  attempt  to  i 
aggravate  it,  and  make  it  more  mis- ' 
<^eT0U8.   ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 

Mb.  CHANNING  rose  in  his  place,  and ' 
claimed  to  move,  **  That  the  Question  be 
DOW  put/'  but  Mr.  Speaker  withheld  his 
BSSCTt,  and  declined  then  to  put  that 
Question. 

Debate  resimied. 

Mb.  JAMES  KENYON  (Lancashire, 
Bury)  agreed  that  many  good  articles 
ctune  from  abroad.  Elnglish  manu- 
facturers were  not  afraid  of  foreign  com- 
petition ptoTided  they  had  fair  play.  If 
English-made  articles  were  of  equal 
qu^^  and  value  with  those  made  abroad 
be  was  sure  the  majority  of  English 
people  in  shops  would  prefer  the  foTm&. 
Personally,  as  one  who  had  had  con- 
siderable expoience  in  the  commercial 
world,  he  should  do  so.  He  appreciated 
the  importance  of  technical  education  in 
this  coimtry,  but  what  wanted  still  more 
the  serious  attention  of  Parliament  were 
the  excessiTe  charges  of  railway  com- 
panies for  the  carriage  of  goods.  Shipping 
had  been  mentioned,  and  he  would  like  to 
point  out  that  the  shipping  trade  of  Ham- 
burg and  Bremen  had  been  considerably 
increased  by  the  fostering  and  petting  it 
had  reodved  from  the  Gierman  Govern- 
ment. Only  within  the  last  three  or  four 
months  an  additional  subsidy  had  been 
given  to  the  North  German  Lloyd  Steam- 
ship Company  to  compete  with  our  ship- 
ping. The  marking  of  goods  made 
alm}ad  had  distinct  advantages  to 
British  manufacturers.  When  it  came  to 
a  question  of  which  to  choose,  the  English 
uid  foreign-made  goods  being  of  equal 
value,  the  English  customer  ought  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  giving  prefer- 
ence to  English;  numufactures.  ["  Hear, 
hearl"! 

CoLONBL  VICTOR  MILWARD  (Wa^ 
wick,  Strat  ford-on- A  von)  said  that  from 
one  point  of  view  this  Bill  did  not  go  far 
enough,  and  from  another  it  was  too 
ambiguous.  There  were  many  other 
questions  which  required  consideration 
besides  those  which  had  been  touched 
upon  in  the  Debate.  The  real  blot  in 
the  present  Bill  was  that  articles  were 

Mr.  Gibton  BowUb. 


iHOUght  hoe  from,  alvoad  in  bulk,  but 
the  bulk  was  broken  and  individual 
articles  were  sold  without  any  mark 
upcHi  them  to  say  that  they  were  of 
foreign  origin.  He  alluded  chiefly  to 
small  articles,  such  as  cutiery,  and 
notably  scissors.  Thetjr  were  imported 
into  this  country  and  passed  through  the 
Customs,  and  were  mailed  as  being 
made  in  Germany  or  France.  But  when 
they  got  into  the  shops — at  the  Tvrj 
point  when  th^  wished  the  public  to 
know  that  they  were  foreign  goods — 
there  was  no  way  of  telling  that  this  was 
the  case,  and  the  scissors  were  sold  with- 
out any  mark  or  indication  as  to  where 
they  came  from.  It  was  the  same  thing 
with  pens.  When  they  boi^ht  th^,  how 
could  th^  tell  where  they  were  madet 
They  were  all  aware  that  a  quantity  of 
hosiery  mis  made  in  Gwmany  and  abroad 
and  brought  to  En^and.  Goods  in  bulk 
were  marked  with  the  place  of  orig^ 
and  when  the  articles  were  sold  in 
r^iiil  it  was  impossible  for  any- 
one to  tell  where  they  came  from. 
In  these  respects  he  bdieved  the  Act  re- 
quired amendment.  That  was  a  matter 
which  could  only  be  dealt  with  after 
serious  consideration,  and  probably  re- 
ference to  a  Select  Committee.  The  Act 
was  also  extremdy  ambiguous,  because  it 
said  there  was  no  longer  to  be  any 
definite  indication  of  the  country  in 
which  the  article  was  produced.  Was  the 
foreign  manufacttu^  not  to  put  his  own 
name  on  his  goods  I  For  instance,  was 
Krupp,  the  gun  maker,  no  longer  to 
mark  his  gun  so?  He  was  simply  to 
stamp  on  the  gun  "  foreign  made  ?  " 
*Sm  HOWARD  VINCENT :  We  do  not 
use  Krupp  guns. 

An  Irish  Mbhbhr  :  What  about  the 
Chartered  Company? 

CoL.  MILWARD  proceeded  to  say  that 
what  they  wanted  was  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  private  manufacturer 
everywhere.  A  large  bulk  of  the  trade 
of  the  country  was  foreign  trade.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I "]'  In  foreign  countries  reliable 
English  manufacturers  were  well  known 
and  valued.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  The 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  did  not  originate 
in  this  country.  Long  before  it  was  passed 
in  this  country,  France  and  America 
obliged  us  to  mark  all  goods  made  in 
EkigUnd,  and  what  wu  good  enough  for 
those  countries  should  be  good  fmough 
for  us.   Where  there  was  equal  TtduCf 
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■where  there  was  equahty  of  value  and 
price,  Englishmen  would  give  preference 
to  Ei^Hsh-inade  articles.  ["  Hear,  hear  1"] 
The  real  reply  to  the  whole  of  this  ques- 
tion was  to  make  better  things  in 
England  than  were  made  now,  and,  by 
means  of  technical  education,  to  educate 
our  workpeople  so  that  we  might  regain 
the  position  of  the  first  manufacturing 
people  in  the  world.  Ho  still  hoped  his 
hon.  Friend  would  see  his  way  to  with- 
draw the  Motion  he  had  made,  because 
ho  was  sure  a  Select  Committee  would 
be  able  to  come  to  a  better  conclusion. 

Me,  GEORGE  KEMP  (Lancashire, 
Heywood),  referring  to  a  statement  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Spen  Valley  that 
the  ordinary  English  consumer  purchased 
articles  not  because  thery  were  made  in 
En^aod  or  were  made  abroad,  but  be- 
cause they  were  good  and  cheap,  said  it 
would  obviously  be  an  advantage,  in 
cases  where  English  and  foreign  made 
goods  were  equal  in  price  and  quality, 
that  the  purchaser  should  know  which 
wore  English  and  which  were  foreifi;n. 
Other  things  being  equal  the  preference 
would  naturally  be  given  to  English 
goods.  He  reminded  hon.  Members  that 
th^  were  not  discussing  the  question 
of  repealing  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act, 
but  simply  a  Bill  to  modify  that  Act, 
and  in  the  very  direction  advocated  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  opposed  the  ori- 
ginal Measure.  A  great  many  of  the 
arguments  that  had  been  adduced  against 
the  Bill  were  really  applicable  to  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  and  not  to  the 
proposed  Amendment.  On  that  ground 
he  gave  the  Bill  his  support. 

Mr.  LUCAS-SHADWELL  (Hastings) 
said  ho  had  observed  that  hon. 
Members  opposing  this  had  called 
it  a  very  small  Measure  and  a  very  bad 
one.  Y&ry  often  what  were  ctdled  small 
Measiires  were  of  more  benefit  to  the 
country  than  some  lai^er  Measures.  He 
had  been  particularly  struck  with  the 
'  fact  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  sat  down  that  the  larger  num- 
ber of  the  arguments  or  attacks  made 
ou  this  Bill  were  not  attacks  on  the 
Meosore  itself,  but  on  the  present  state 
of  the  lav;  and,  as  this  Bill  did  not 
seek  to  repeal  that  law,  these  attacks 
8e»ned  to  him  to  be  rather  beside  the 
mark.  At  any  rate,  surely  it  must  be 
admitted,  on  the  line  of  argument  taken 
those  who  opposed  the  Measure,  that 

VOL.  XLV.  [foubth  sEioBa.] 


the  present  state  of  the  law  advertised 
certain  foreign  countries ;  surely  it  muut 
be  admitted  that  the  proposal  before  the 
House  was  an  improvement  in  that  re- 
spect. After  all,  the  great  object  of  the 
Bill  was  really  to  change  the  hiw  in  that 
regard  by  directing  that  goods  should 
be  marked  "foreign  mad&"  The  Mer^ 
chandiso  Marks  Act,  he  submitted,  was 
a  good  Act,  in  spite  of  all  that  had  been 
said  against  it.  He  believed  it  had 
worked  for  the  good  of  the  trade  of  this 
country ;  but  it  had  been  found  to  be 
inadequate,  and  therefore  for  that  reason 
his  hon.  Friend  had  introduced  this  Bill 
to  amend  it.  It  was,  however,  a  very 
large  subject,  and  he  was  disposed  to 
think  that  the  advice  given  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  it 
would  be  well  that  a  Committee  should 
make  an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  hod  a 
great  deal  of  force  in  it.  At  the  same 
time,  if  the  Member  for  Sheffield  desired 
to  press  the  matter  to  a  division,  he 
should  certainly  support  him  on  the 
present  occasion.  It  was  his  conten- 
tion that  this  Bill  was  in  the  interests 
of  both  mauufactiu-er  and  purchaser,  and 
surely  it  was  only  fair  and  reasonable 
that  a  man  should  know,  when  he 
bought  an  .article,  whethw  it  was  British 
made  or  not.  An  argument  had  been 
used  that  purchasers  did  not  care 
whether  the  article  vraa  British  made  or 
not.  Some  did  and  some  did  not,  but 
it  seemed  to  him  that  what  they  had 
to  consider  was  whether  it  was  fair  that 
the  purchaser  should  know  what  he  was 
buying.  It  was,  at  any  rate,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  workman,  because,  as 
foreign  goods  replaced  British  goods  in 
the  market,  his  employment  was  inters 
fered  with;  and,  although  he  had  had 
but  a  smidl  experience  in  that  House, 
he  had  been  engaged  in  electioneering 
for  15  years,  and  ought  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  feeling  of  the  working 
classes  in  this  matter.  He  believed  that 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  had  improved 
the  condition  of  the  working  classes,  and 
that  this  Bill  of  his  hon.  Friend  would 
receive  their  support.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
They  were,  of  course,  met  with  the  oft* 
repeated  cry  of  Protection.  No  doubt 
it  was  protection  in  a  practical  sense, 
but  it  was  not  protection  in  the  sense 
understood  by  political  economists.  As 
he  had  said,  this  was  no  new  departure, 
but  merely  a  Bill  to  amend  the  existing 
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Jaw,  and  though  it  was,  perhaps,  desir- 
able that  a  Committee  should  inquire 
into  the  queetion,  he  believed  Bome 
Btrengthening  of  the  present  law  was 
required,  and  that  some  alt^ation 
would  tend  to  the  indusl^rial  welfare  of 
this  countty. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  JEFFREYS  (Hants, 
Basingstoke)  said  he  would  like  to  aaj 
a  few  words  on  this  Bill,  in  connection 
with  another  Bill,  namely,  the  Bill  for 
marking  foreign  meat.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  understood  that  there  was 
no  hope  of  carrying  out  that  Bill.  It 
bad  been  said  in  the  course  of  the 
Debate  that  it  was  impossible  to  mark 
foreign  meat.  It  was,  on  the  contrary, 
a  very  easy  thing.  All  the  fore^  meat 
going  into  Belgium  was  marked  with 
its  place  of  or^;in,  and  if  it  could  be 
done  there  it  could  be  done  in  London. 
The  only  desire  the  promote  of  these 
Bills  hsA  was  to  prevent  fraud.  They 
did  not  say  that  because  an  article  hap- 
pened to  be  marked  "  foreign  made,"  it 
was  a  bad  article.  What  they  wanted 
was  to  prevent  foreign  articles  being  sold 
as  English.  The  right  hen.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sheffield  said  that  the 
consequence  of  marking  would  be  that 
colonists  would  go  to  the  place  of  origin 
direct.  All  he  could  say  was  that  if  this 
country  was  to  take  up  the  position  of 
middlraian  it  was  a  very  great  misfor- 
tune, and  the  sooner  we  got  out  of  that 
position  the  better.  Sm-ely  there  were 
manufacturers  in  this  country  who  could 
manufacture  goods  equally  as  well  as 
foreigners.  He  thought  the  attempt  of 
his  hon.  Friend  was  a  good  one.  It 
was  desirable  that  anything  that 
could  be  done  to  prevent  fraud  should 
be  done.  If  a  Committee  were  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  subject,  he 
dared  say  it  would  be  wise  to  leave  the 
matter  to  that  Committee.  But  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done,  because  it  was 
notorious  that  the  bread  was  now  being 
taken  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  work- 
people of  this  country.  To  the  geno'al 
scheme  and  idea  of  the  Bill  he  gave  a 
hearty  support,  but  whether  it  would 
be  wise  to  press  it  at  the  present  moment 
he  must  leave  to  his  hon.  Friend. 

Mb.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Stock- 
port) said  that  he  certainly  could 
{not  agree  with  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.     It    was    his    misfortune  to 

J/r.  IMCM-Shadwdl. 


be  frequently  opposed  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  he  could  not  help 
it.  He  supposed  that  it  was  because 
"  it  was  their  nature  to."  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  dealing  with  this  question, 
had  discussed  a  Bill  that  was  not  then 
before  the  House — ^whether  it  was  even 
in  print  he  did  not  know.  All  that  he 
could  say  was  that  there  was  no  analogy 
between  the  Bill  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  referred  and  that  which  was  then 
under  discussion.  The  Bill  which  was 
brought  into  the  House  last  Session  for 
the  marking  of  meat  required  that  every 
piece  of  meat  cut  from  a  carcass  which 
was  imported  from  abroad  should  be 
marked  as  being  of  foreign  origin,  even 
if  the  carcass  was  cut  up  into  hundreds 
of  pieces.  He  regretted  that  he  had  not 
been  aUe  to  hear  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  G«itleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  reference  to  this 
Bill  [An  hon.  Member:  "He  jumped 
upon  it."]  In  that  case  he  *a8  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  have  pul- 
verised it.  After  that  very  little  remained 
to  be  said  or  done  in  the  matter.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  any  alteration  in 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  would  do  no 
good.  No  doubt  that  Measure,  up  to 
the  present  time,  had  operated  very  weU, 
but  he  confessed  that  he  had  some  ai^re- 
hensions  with  i^;ard  to  this  doctrine  of 
marking.  It  was  quite  enough  for  him 
to  look  at  the  names  on  the  back  of 
this  Bill  in  order  to  make  him  suspicious 
of  its  real  object.  Th^  all  knew  that 
the  lion,  and  gallant  Memb^  for 
Sheffield  was  the  apostle  of  fair  trade 
and  of  alt  other  kinds  of  trade. 
[Latiffkter.]  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  was  ^gaged 
in  commerce,  but  with  r^ard  to  the 
question  of  marking  he  was  afraid  that, 
if  the  hon.  and  giUlfuiit  Gentleman  had 
his  way,  they  would  be  marked  out  of 
house  and  home.  Last  Session  a  Measure 
for  marking  foreign  fruit  had  been 
ridiculed  out  of  the  House.  He  antici- 
pated that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man would  some  day  or  other  introduce 
a  Measure  for  the  protection  of  the 
British  onion,  and  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Spanish  onion.  ["  Hear, 
heart  "  and  laughter.]  They  Were  asked 
to  mark  almost  every  article  of  food,  into 
whatever  small  portions  it  might  be  cut, 
in  order  to  benefit  the  working  classes 
of  the  country.    He  did  not  believe  that 
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the  jiolicy  «'ouId  uuccecd  in  atftiiniiif;  its 
objwt.  Ue  beHered  that  British  trnde 
would  be  able  to  hold  its  own.  He  did 
not  regard  healthy  competition  as  being 
nndesimble  in  the  interests  of  trade, 
because  we  learned  much  from  foreign 
competition,  and  from  the  manner  in 
which  goods  were  made  abroad.  If  we 
established  technical  schools  in  this 
country,  and  managed  our  businras  as 
our  foreign  competitors  managed  theirs, 
we  should  be  able  to  more  than  hold  our 
own. 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOGAN  (Leicester,  Har- 
borough)  said  that  it  had  been  remarked 
that  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling 
prevalent  among  the  working  classes  that 
the  bread  was  being  taken  out  of  their 
mouths  through  foreign  competition.  He 
did  not  know  whether  that  was  the  case 
or  not,  but  if  it  were,  the  sooner  the 
minds  of  the  working  classes  were  dis- 
abused of  that  idea  the  better.  It  had 
been  remarked  that  if  foreign-made  goods 
Were  marked  no  one  would  look  at  them. 
But  even  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Thanet,  who  was  a  protectionist  of  pro- 
tectionists, had  admitted  that  the  pencil 
with  which  he  was  taking  his  notes  was 
marked  "Made  in  Bavaria."  They  them- 
selves, the  representatives  of  the  British 
people,  used  many  articles  that  were  of 
foreign  origin.  He  therefore  did  not 
believe  that  the  British  people  were 
burning  with  the  desire  to  purchase 
home-made  goods  oitfy.  The  British 
fiurmer,  who  was  continually  crying  out 
at  the  injustice  of  our  importing  foreign 
cattle,  fed  his  own  beasts  upon  foreign- 
made  cake.  What  the  British  people 
desired  was  to  purchase,  not  British 
goods,  but  good  articles  at  the 
cheapest  possible  price.  He  wished  to 
point  out  to  the  working  classes  that 
they  must  not  be  misled  into  believing 
that  the  marking  of  for^gn-made  goods 
would  improve  the  trade  of  this  country. 
We  wwe  beaten  hy  the  foreigners, 
because  we  were  handicapped  in  the  race, 
in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rents  which 
our  manufocturers  had  to  pay  for  the 
nse  of  the  land  on  which  their  manufac- 
tories stood.  Then  again,  there  was  the 
amount  of  royalties  which  manufacturers 
had  to  pay  for  getting  ores  out  of  the 
land.  They  were  told  that  Belgium  could 
send  manufactured  iron  into  this  country 
and  sell  it  cheaper  than  our  own  manu- 
facturers could  do.    That  was  because 


our  manufacturers  had  to  pay  royalties 
amounting  to  68.  5d.  per  ton  upon  their 
iron.  As  a  nation  we  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  ourselves  for  crying  out 
against  foreign  competition.  We  had 
the  best  land  in  the  world »  the  best 
ironstone  in  the  world,  the  best' coal  in 
the  world,  the  best  blood  and  bone  and 
sinew  ia  the  world,  and  yet  we  could 
not  compete  successfully  with  other 
nations  who  had  not  our  advantages. 
Why  should  we  allow  these  enormous 
royalties  to  be  raacted  for  the  raisii^  of 
the  ore  which  had  been  placed  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  by  the  Almighty  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community  at  largo, 
and  not  of  particular  individuals.  Let 
our  manufacturers  do  as  the  German 
manufacturers  did,  and  bring  up  their 
sons  to  be  better  manufacturers  than 
themselves,  instead  of  bringing  them  up 
to  be  gentlemen  who  did  nothing  but 
hunt  and  shoot. 

*SiE  W.  HART  DYKE  (Kent,  Dartford) 
regretted  that  he  had  been  unavoidably 
prevented  from  attending  to  the  Debate 
as  he  ought  to  have  done.  The  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  not 
been  content  with  denouncing  the  Bill, 
but  he  must  go  further,  and  declare  him- 
self in  favour  of  the  fraudulent  im- 
portation of  foreign-made  goods.  He 
was  not  sure  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  receive  a  rather  serious 
warning  on  the  subject  from  his  con- 
stituents, who  were  largely  composed  of 
wDi^ii^  m«L  Thin  Measure  was  intended 
to  protect  our  home  produce  from  the 
fraud  of  the  foreigner.  [Ironical  cheers.] 
He  had  never  given  his  vote  in  favour 
of  a  protectionist  Measure,  neither 
was  he  a  protectionist  nor  a  fair  trader. 
The  whole  essence  of  the  question  was 
the  fraudulent  marking  of  foreign  goods. 
He  understood  his  right  hon.  JViend  the 
Member  for  Thanet  had  spoken  of  the 
Bill  as  one  forwarding  another  policjy 
which  he  had  always  supported. 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWT^R :  I  said  it  was 
accepted  by  a  good  many  as  being  a 
substitute  which  woxUd  go  down  with 
their  constituents  instead  of  the  real 
remedy.    [A  laugh.] 

♦Sir  W.  HART  DYKE  thought  his 
right  hon.  Friend's  explanation  was 
aboost  worthy  of  the  columns  of  Punch. 
As  he  understood  the  Bill,  it  was  not 
proposed  to  introduce  a  new  system  of 
mariting,  hut  simply  to  al^er  the  wording 
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of  the  marking.  To  the  Bill,  therefore, 
could  there  be  any  real  or  solid  objec- 
tion I  Was  there  anything  iu  the  pro- 
posed chango  which  could  be  fairly 
described  as  protective?  All  that  vas 
proposed  was  that  the  words  "  foreign 
made "  should  be  substituted  for  t^e 
words  which  were  now  compulsorily 
placed  on  certain  articles.  Surely  that 
was  a  proposal  worthy  of  careful  consi- 
deration. He  was  quite  aware  that  in 
dealing  with  the  retail  sale  of  agricul- 
tural produce,  and  especially  fruit,  a 
great  difficulty  immediately  arose.  It 
would  be  ridiculous  to  suggest  that  every 
pottle  of  strawberries  should  be  marked 
"home  grown,"  -but  there  was  an 
amount  of  fraud  going  on  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  great  fruit  industry  in  this 
country  that  hon.  Members  would  hardly 
believe  possible.  Take  the  case  of  early 
fruit  grown  abroad.  Thousands  and 
thousands  of  English  baskets  were  sent 
over  to  Antwerp  and  other  ports.  Foreign 
fruit  was  packed  into  the  baskets,  sent 
over  to  our  English  markets,  and  sold 
as  English  fruit.  He  did  not  plead  for 
protection,  but  he  thought  care  might 
be  taken,  by  legislation  or  otherwise,  to 
secure  that  a-  huge  mass  of  fruit  was  not 
brought  over  in  bulk,  flooding  our 
markets,  and  sold  as  English.  The 
foreign  early  fruit  certainly  depreciated 
our  markets  for  the  whole  year.  English 
fruit  came  upon  a  depreciated  market, 
and  the  market  never  recovered.  The 
English  paper  trade,  too,  had  been  half 
ruined  in  consequence  of  the  system  of 
marking  foreign  paper.  The  marks 
showing  the  for^n  make  only  appeared 
on  the  outside  cover,  with  the  result  that 
jtons  and  tons  of  German  paper  were 
being*  sold  in  this  comitry  as  Eng^ 
lish-made  paper.  He  did  not  say 
these  were  reasons  why  the  House 
shotild  lightly  pass  legislation  like 
this,  but  he  asserted  that  the  cases  of 
fruit  and  paper  which  he  had  mentioned 
showed  that,  arguments  could  be  ad- 
vanced in  favour  of  the  object  of  his  hon. 
Friend's  Measure.  But  be  rose  particu- 
larly to  refute  the  statements  of  the 
hon.  Member  opposite,  who  was  never 
content  unless  he  was  denouncing  land- 
owners. He  wished  the  hon.  Member 
had  gone  through  his  experience  as  a 
landowner  during  the  last  fire  years. 
Had  he  done  so  he  would  know  that 
the   sneers   he  was   always  levelling 

Sir  W,  ffart  Dyke. 


npjainst  one  of  the  moat  strufigling  classes 
of  the  community  were  not  only  irrita- 
ting, but  most  undeserved. 

Mb.  LOGAN  denied  that  he  had  ever 
sneered  at  landowners.  ["  Oh,  oh !  "] 
He  had  always  spoken  against  the 
system  but  not  against  individuals,  and 
he  should  continue  to  do  so  in  spite  of 
whatever  might  be  said. 

*SiR  HOWARD  VINCENT  said  he  did 
not  wish  the  Debate  to  be  unduly  pro- 
longed, and  therefore,  if  the  two  essen- 
tial principles  contained  in  the  Bill  were 
included  in  the  reference  to  the  propoBe<l 
Select  Committee,  he  would  ask  the 
leave  of  the  House  to  withdraw  the 
Motion  for  the  Second  Reading. 

*Thb  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  TUB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Jbssb  Collinqs,  Birmingham,  Bordesley) 
said  the  reference  to  the  Committee 
would  be  so  general  in  terms  that  jt 
would  admit  of  the  consideration  of  any 
proposals  for  the  amendment  of  the  pre- 
sent law,  and  consequently  would  admit  of 
any  proposals  which  were  contained  in 
the  Bill.  Under  those  circumstances  he 
hoped  his  hon.  Friend  would  withdraw 
the  Bill.  That,  coupled  with  the  fact 
that  the  Bill  had  never  been  seen  by  any 
merchant  or  manufacturer  in  the  country, 
whom  it  affected  so  largely,  n^ould,  he 
hoped,  induce  the  hon.  Member  to  with- 
draw the  Measure.  The  discussion  had 
been  a  very  interesting  one,  and,  he 
might  add,  a  very  needful  one.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Brightside  Division  of  Sheffield  spoke  of 
the  original  ijitention  of  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act.  The  intention  of  that  Act 
was  not  to  protect  any  manufacturer 
from  competition  generally,  but  from 
fraudulent  competition.  Happily  there 
was  a  large  number  of  manufacture's  in 
England,  a  lai^r  number  thui  in  any 
other  country,  whose  namee  were  a  gua- 
rantee to  every  buyer  throughout  the 
world  of  the  quality  and  honesty  of  the 
work  which  they  offered.  The  object  of 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  was  to  pre- 
vent such  frauds  as  the  labelling  of 
foreign-made  knives  with  the  name  of 
"  Joseph  Rodgers,  Sheffield,"  and  of 
foreign-made  needles  with  the  muue  of 
"Milward,  Redditch.'*  When,  however, 
the  Act  was  altered  in  the  direction  of 
indicating  the  place  of  origin,  it  bore 
hardly  on  the  English  manufacturer,  and 
had  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  our  trade 
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abroad.  The  lioii.  Member  for  Sheffield 
had  produced  a  lamp-glims  lufulo  in 
Saxony ;  but  if  he  had  lUiide  inquiries  as 
to  the  lamp  trade  in  Birmingham,  he 
would  have  found  that  there  were 
thousandB  of  men  employed  in  it,  that 
not  only  the  lamp-glass,  but  the  chimney, 
the  reservoir,  the  foot,  and  the  burner 
were  all  made  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  ami  that  the  Birmingham  manu- 
facturer, through  our  system  of  free  trade, 
oould  lay  the  whole  world  under  contri- 
bution—— and,  by  putting  the 
different  parts  together,  could  produce 
an  article  that  nobody  else  could  touch. 
If  they  insisted  that  the  burners,  the 
framework,  and  the  foot  of  the  lamp 
were  all  to  be  marked,  they  would  simply 
publish  the  information  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  lamp  everywhere.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  Thanet  Division  had 
referred  to  the  effect  of  this  kind  of 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  British 
floods.  Why,  there  were  far  more 
British  goods  sold  abroad  than 
foreign  goods  sold  at  home,  ["Hear, 
hear ! "]  His  hon.  Friend  behind 
him  hiad  spoken  of  English  goods 
being  unfairly  driven  out  of  the  markets 
under  present  conditions.  What  about 
the  £30,000,000  worth  of  goods  we  ex- 
ported to  Germany;  the  £26,000,000 
worth  we  exported  to  France;  the 
£30,000,000  worth  exported  to  the  Con- 
tinent of  America ;  and  the  vast  quantity 
sent  elsewhere  I    ["Hear,  hearl"] 

*SiR  HOWARD  VINCENT :  What  are 
the  imports? 

*Mh.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  that  did 
not  immediately  affect  the  point  to  which 
he  was  referring.  What  the  framers  of 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  had  in  view, 
and  what  the  Government  had  in  view, 
at  the  present  time  was  to  prevent  &aud. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "]  That  was  the  main 
object  to  attain,  and  it  undoubtedly  was 
necessary  in  common  fairness  to  the 
British  manufacturer.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "] 
Beyond  this,  however,  he  thought  the 
only  view  to  be  taken  in  those  matters 
-was  to  leave  trade  alone  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. \Oppogition  checTsJ]  An  hon. 
Member  had  spoken  of  the  popularity 
of  British  goods.  Well,  what  had  se- 
cured them  that  popularity  were  their 
quality  and  the  enterprise  and  skill  de- 
voted to  their  production— the  fact  that 
the  British  manufacturer  had  been  kept 
at  his  wits'  end  to,  compete  -with  the 


foreij^iior  iu  every  market.  [CZ/errs.] 
Under  similar  tonditious  he  was  con- 
fident that  British  goods  would  always 
maintain  their  popularity.  ["  Hear, 
hear  ! "]  In  fact,  more  than  ever  the 
British  manufacturer  would  have  to  feel 
that,  iu  combating  foreign  competition, 
from  whatever  quarter,  he  must  rely  on 
himself— on  his  own  well-tried  skill, 
energy  and  enterprke,  for  if  he  failed  in' 
that  direction  he  would  fail  .altogether. 
["  Hear,  hear  !  "}  His  hon.  Friend  had 
referred  to  cases  of  fraud  which  he  said 
there  were  no  means  at  present  of  reach- 
ing, cases  in  which  articles  of  food — 
mutton,  for  instance — were  openly  sold 
as  British  but  which  were  of  foreign  pro- 
duction. Of  course  that  was  actual 
fraud,  and  ought  to  be  prevented.  The 
purchaser,  or  consumer,  ought  to  have 
the  means  of  knowing  what  he  was  pur- 
chasing. ["  Hear,  hear  I "]  But  they 
must  be  careful  in  amending  the  exist- 
ing laws,  or  in  passing  fresh  laws  of  the 
kind,  that  they  did  not  further  interfere 
with  the  position  we  held  as  described  by 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  when  he 
said  that  Great  Britain  was  the  em- 
porium of  the  world — [cAeer<] — and  that 
every  piece  of  legislation  which  had  a 
tendency  to  keep  goods  from  coming  to 
this  great  central  market  to  be  re-dis- 
tributed over  the  world,  not  only  took 
away  trade  from  the  British  merchant, 
but  reduced  the  work  in  the  many  forms 
of  oollatwal  employment.  ["  Hear, 
heer  I "]  In  those  circumstances,  and 
after  the  valuable  and  interesting  Debate 
his  hon.  Friend  had  raised — [OpposUion 
Utughter] — ^he  hoped  that  his  hon.  Friend 
would  not  press  the  matter  to  a  Division, 
but  would  withdraw  the  Motion.  \Loud 
Opposition  cries  of  "  No."] 

•Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT :  Am  I  to 
understand  that  the  condition  I  laid 
down  is  accepted  l^  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman — namely,  that  the  principle 
referred  to  in  this  Bill  will  be  included 
in  the  reference  to  the  Select  Committee  1 
\0ppo8ition  cries  of  "  No."J 

*Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  What  I  said 
was  that  the  terms  of  reference  to  the 
Committee  will  be  so  general  that  they 
will  include  any  proposition  that  might 
be  made  for  the  altenition  of  the  present 
law.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "  and  Opposition 
ehrers.j 

•Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Well,  Sir, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  under*' 
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taken,  dn  behalf  of  tho  PTusident  of  the 
Board  of  Trade — \ppposUtmt,  cries  of 
"  No  "}~that  tha  matters  to  which  I 
have  called  attention  Bhall  be  considered 
— [Opposition  eriet  of  "No"] — I  ask 
the  -leave  of  the  House  to  withdraw  the 
Motion.  [Loud  Opposition  cries  of  "No."] 


*Mil.  SPEAKER  1  U  it  the  pleiisure  of 
the  House  that  the  Motion  be  withdrawn} 
[Loud  Opposition  cries  of  "  No."] 

The  House  divided :— Ayea,  97  ;  Noea, 
153,_(I>iTi8ionId8tt— Ko.7— appmded.) 


Ahnham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Acland-Hood.  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Ambrose,  WiUiam  (KUddlesez) 
Banbury,  Frederick  Geoiga 
Barnes,  Frederic  QonU 
Braaaey,  Albert 
Campbell,  James  A. 
Cavendish,  R.  I\{N.  Lanci) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  {Derbyshire) 
CSiarriagtoii,  Spencer 
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SUNDAY  CLOSING  (WALES)  ACT  (1881) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

^Ir.  J.  HEKBERT  ROBERTS  (Den- 
bighshire, W.)  rose  to  move  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Sunday  Oosing  (WiUes) 
Act  (1881)  Ameudment  BilL 

BiE.  W.  J.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester, 
S.W.),  iuterposing,  asked  iir.  Speaker's 
ruling  upon  a  point  of  order  in  regard 
to  the  Bill,  which  he  said  ivas  only 
delivered  to  Members  at  ten  minutes  to 
1  o'clock  that  day.  The  precedent  on 
which  he  based  his  request  occurred  on 
Afarch  9th,  1892,  when  the  Places  of 
Worship  Enfranchisement  Bill  was  be- 
fore the  House.  The  hou.  Member  for 
the  Oiford  Univarsity  then  asked  Mr. 
Speaker  Feel's  rulii^  vtpon  this  point, 
and  Mr.  Speaker  Fed,  in  reply,  said : — 

''What  has  passed  shows  the  inconvenience 
of  discussing  a  Bill  only  very  recently  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members.  I  cannot  interfere, 
however,  on  a  point  of  Order  to  stop  the  De- 
bate, though -of  coarse  it  is  an  aistuneut 
asaiiut  a  Second  Heading  Debate,  u  hon. 
Members  bate  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
pmrUons  of  a  BilL" 

And,  furth^  on,  Mr.  Speaker  Feel 
said: — 

"  I  make  no  complaint  whatever  against  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvonshire  for  pressing 
the  Second  Beading.  What  I  said  did  not 
amount  to  so  mooh  as  a  suggestion  to  the  hon. 
Membor.  In  ordinary  circumstances  I  should 
not  consent  to  put  the  Mofion  for  the  adjoum- 
meBt  of  tin  Debate,  but  I  shall  do  so  now  as 


I  think  it  is  estwntially  a  matter  for  the  House 
to  decide  whether  the  comparatively  short 
time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  Bill  hu  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  bon.  Membcra,  and 
altorataons  that  have  been  made  in  t^  Meoaura 
since  last  Session  would  militate  against  tbe 
fair  discussion  of  the  Bill,  and  t^t  it  is  propw 
that  the  discussion  on  tbe  Second  Readmg 
should  not  now  take  place." 

In  view  of  that  ruling  he  (Mr.  Galloway) 
wished  to  ask  whetW  he  was  in  order 
in  moving  that  the  Debate  on  this  Bill 
be  now  adjourned. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  It  will  be  observed 
that  Mr.  Speaker  Peel  said  there  it  was 
not  a  question  of  order.  Moreover,  he 
was  spiking  after  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  had  been  moved,  and 
a>  Uotaon  for  the  Adjournment  had 
been  made.  It  was  only  a  question  om 
to  whether  or  not  he  ought  to  consider 
that  Motion  as  an  abuse  of  the  Rules  of 
the  House.  The  time  for  nusing  suchi  a 
point  has  not  yet  come. 

Mr.  J.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  then 
moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  Bill  had,  he  said,  for  six  successive 
Sessions  been  introduced  into  that  House 
in  identically  the  same  terms,  but  thia 
was  the  first  opportunity  they  had  had 
of  bringing  it  und^  the  notice  of  the 
House.  Tbe  House  would  remember 
that  in  1881  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing 
Bill  was  introduced  and  passed  through 
all  its  stages  and  It  became  law  the  next 
year.    Behind  that  Act  ibsare  was  a  very 
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strong  budy  of  ophiioii  in  Wales.  After 
seven  yemrs,  ut  the  iuBtigation  of  a  cer- 
tain party,  and  for  reasons  which  he 
TTOuld  not  go  into  at  the  present  moment 
an  agitation  was  got  up  in  ord»  to  pr&> 
vail  ou  the  Governmeut  to  send  a  Com- 
missiou  to  inquire  iuto  the  operation  of 
the  Act.  That  was  in  1889.  That 
Cummissioii  was  appointed  by  the  Con- 
servative Ministry  of  the  day,  and  out 
of  the  five  ComniissionerB  four  held  the 
political  views  of  the  Government,  and 
one,  Sir  John  Hibbert,  held  opposite 
views.  He  mentioned  that  because  the 
present  Bill  wm  virtually  and  substan- 
tially the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mission. He  did  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment could  possibly  take  up  a  very 
hostile  attitude  towards  this  Bill  for  the 
reason  he  had  just  given.  It  might  be 
said  that  there  was  now  sitting  a  Coni- 
missioii  to  inquire  into  the  general 
licensing  law,  and  that  was  a  reason  why 
legislation  on  this  point  should  bo  post- 
poned. .  Ho  would  reply  to  that  ail- 
ment that  the  Report  of  this  General 
Commission  ought  not  to  bo  allowed  to 
override  the  Keport  of  the  Special  Com- 
mission which  was  specially  sent  down 
to  Wales  to  inquire  into  this  particular 
matter.  This  Bill  did  not  propose  any 
new  l^slation  whatever.  It  only  pro- 
posed to  make  what  they  r^arded  as 
necessary  amendments  of  the  existing 
law.  In  their  Keport  the  Commissioners 
pointed  out  that  the  result  of  their  in- 
quiry in  Wales  had  been  to  leave  no 
doubt  on  their  minds  that  throughout 
Wales  as  a  whole  the  general  opinion  and 
feeling  preponderated  largely  in  favour 
of  the  poli<7  of  the  Act.  Evidence  was 
givm  to  show  that,  in  the  first  place, 
there  hod  been  an  increased  improve- 
ment in  the  order  in  the  streets  on 
Sunday  in  the  Principality ;  secondly, 
that  there  had  been  increased  r^ularity 
at  work  during,  the  early  days  of 
the  week ;  and,  thirdly,  that  it  had 
done  something  to  conduce  to  the 
greater  comfort  and  had  improved 
the  conditions  of  the  people  generally. 
It  might  be  said  that  in  certain  districts 
it  had  been  followed  by  an  increase  of 
the  number  of  Sunday  convictions.  But 
the  Commission  remarked — 

"We  cannot  regsid  tbese  statistics  aa  con- 
clusive one  way  or  the  other.  We  are  driven 
to  conclude  tiiat  the  increase  in  Sunday  con- 
Ttctions  arises  from  some  cause  peculiar  to  the 
state  of  tbings  prevailing  on  t£at  day." 

Mr.  J.  H.  RoberU. 


He  presented  some  of  the  main  difficul- 
ties that  had  rendered  uecessfuy  the  in- 
corporation of  these  recommendations 
into  the  Bill  before  the  House.  First, 
he  referred  to  the  ever-present  difiEiculty, 
not  only  in  Wales  but  wherever  Sunday 
closing  was  carried  out,  tho  difficulty  of 
the  bond  fide,  traveller.  The  Commis- 
sioners on  this  point  made  a  very  impor- 
tant statement.    They  said — 

"Undoubtedly  it  is  the  case  that  in  the 
exiDtinu  state  of  the  law,  interpreted  as  the 
bond  pdt  traveller  clause  usually  is,  anytliing 
like  a  general  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  on  Sunday  has  not  yet  been 
enforced. 

In  other  words,  with  the  law  as  it  is  at 
present,  it  is  impossible  that  any  Sunday- 
closing  Act  in  any  part  of  tho  country 

can  bo  really  effective.  This  was  a  very 
important  statement,  and  proved  to  his 
mind  conclusively  that  the  failure — if 
failure  there  had  been — in  the  operation 
of  the  Act  in  certain  districts  was  due, 
not  to  mistaken  policy,  but  to  defective 
law.  This  difficulty  had  been  got  over 
in  Scotland  by  a  sjrstem  of  Sunday 
licences,  which  the  Commissioners  recom- 
mended should  be  carried  out  in  Wales, 
and  the  recommendation  had  been  in- 
cluded in  the  Bill.  He  believed  a  similar 
difficulty  had  been  met  with  in  Ireland. 
The  Act  had  been  evaded  in  four  main 
points.  First,  there  was  the  operation 
of  the  hon&  fide  traveller  clause ; 
secondly,  in  relation  to  clubs  which  were 
not  genuinely  clubs ;  thirdly,  in  reference 
to  shebeens — and  this  was  frequent  in 
the  populous  centres  of  South  Wales ; 
and  fourthly,  in  refereuce  to  tho  whole- 
sale beer  trade.  Taking  these  four 
points,  he  should  show  how  they  were 
proposed  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Bill. 
First,  in  reference  to  the  bond  fide 
traveller  clause,  it  was  proposed — and 
this  on  the  special  recommendation  of 
the  Royal  Commission — that  no  occupier 
of  licensed  premises  shotdd  sell  to  tra- 
vellers on  Sunday  without  a  Sunday 
licence.  Further,  it  was  proposed  that 
the  licensing  authority  shall  have  power 
to  grant  these  licences,  but  the  premises 
used  for  the  purpose  shall  be  above  the 
rateable  value  of  £25.  Also,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  su^estion  of  the  Uoyal 
Commission,  these  licensed  holders  would 
be  required  to  keep  a  book  and  enter 
therein  the  names  of  travellers  served. 
The  point  in  ref»«nce  to  illegal  clubs 
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was  met  by  a  clause  imposing  fines  where 
it  was  proved  that  such  clubs  were  con- 
stituted for  drinking  purposes.  A 
higher  scale  of  fines  was  provided  for 
iH^aohes  of  the  law  in  reference  to  she- 
beens.  Lastly,  in  reference  to  the  whole- 
sale beer  trade — which  Jiad  been  the 
ca\ise  of  considerable  difficulty  to  the 
police  in  Cardiff  and  elsewhere,  owing 
to  the  unsatisfactory  character  of  those 
who  held  the  assize  licences  and  the  un- 
satisfactory character  of  the  buildings 
in  which  the  beer  was  sold — it  was  pro- 
posed to  meet  the  evil,  first,  by  registra- 
tion by  the  County  Councils  and  by 
fixing  a  minimum  rateable  value  of  £15. 
The  hut  provision  of  the  Bill  he  referred 
to  was  one  which  prohibited  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  on  Sundays  in  re- 
freshment rooms  at  railway  stations. 
This  was  not  in  accordance  with  his  own 
view  and  opinion,  but  it  was  a  specifio 
recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion. He  admitted  at  once  that  there 
were  formidable  difficulties  in  the  posi- 
tion, but  he  asserted  that  these  difficul- 
ties had  been  caused  entirely  by  defects 
in  the  Act,  not  by  the  policy  of  the  Act. 
He  did  not  disguise  for  a  moment  that 
there  had  been  a  feeling,  especially  in 
Cardiff,  that  the  Act  should  be  relaxed 
in  different  districts,  or,  perhaps,  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  Principality,  repealed 
altogether ;  but  the  real  factor  in  the 
case  was  this,  that  the  Commission  had, 
in  unmistakable  terms,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  Act  should  not  be  re- 
pealed, but  continued  and  strengthened, 
and  it  was  beside  the  question  for  anyone 
to  make  a  suggestion  in  that  dir»;tion. 
He  quoted  a  reference  in  the  Report,  in 
which  the  Commission  dealt  with  a  sug- 
gestion that  in  certain  distriots  public- 
houses  should  be  open  during  limited 
hours — 

"We  are,  however,  so  coovinced  that  a 
change  in  this  direction  woold  be  so  umrelcome 
to  BO  vast  a  majority  oi  the  popalation  in  so 
large  an  area  of  the  PrincipEuity  that  we  do 
not  think  it  ought  to  be  carried  out" 

This  was  a  plain  statement  of  the  utmost 
Talue.  It  meant  that,  in  the  jui^:ment 
of  the  Royal  Commission,  the  moraJ  sen- 
timent of  the  country  should  not  be 

sacrificed  to — he  did  not  use  the  word 
with  any  offensive  meaning — ^the  liquor 
interest  of  Cardiff  or  any  portion  of 
South  Wales.  Before  concluding,  a  re- 
mark was  necessary  in  reference  to  the 

VOL.  XLV.  [foubth  sbbibb.] 


border  difficulty — ^undoubtedly  one  of 
the  most  grave  obstacles  in  certain  dis* 
tricts  t6  the  strict  operation  of  the  Act 
of  1881.  As  many  Members  would  know, 
the  border-line  between  England  and 
Wales  was  exceptionally  unfortunate,  be- 
cause it  passed  through  a  populous  min- 
ing district  in  parts  of  Glamoi^^nshire 
and  Monmouth.  He  would  not  go  into 
details,  but  this  had  been  the  cause  of 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  evasion 
of  the  Act,  and  consequmt  agitation 
against  the  Act  in  these  districts.  The 
Commissioners,  on  their  part,  were  not 
able  to  say  anything  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  including  Monmouth  in  the 
scope  of  the  Act,  bwause  thsy  would  have 
been  out  of  order  in  doing  so — ^that  bang 
outside  their  terms  of  reference.  But 
feeling  in  Monmouth  was  unmistakably 
in  favour  of  inclusion,  and  tKerefore  in 
the  Bill  it  was  proposed  that  the  county 
of  Monmouth  should  be  part  of  Wales, 
so  far  as  the  Sxmday-closing  Act  was 
concerned.  He  believed  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo* 
sition,  had  had  Uie  opportuni^  of  testing 
the  feeling  of  the  majority  of  his  con- 
stituents on  the  subject  In  conclusion, 
and  summarising  the  points  he  had  made, 
he  asked  the  House  to  believe  that  this 
was  in  no  sense  or  degree  a  partisan  or 
political  Bill ;  it  was  the  embodiment  of 
the  deliberate  and  unanimous  opinion 
and  judgment  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
founded  on  evidence  taken  in  the  Prin- 
cipality itself.  This  Commission  was 
appointed  by  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment and  at  the  instigation  of  a  Party 
hostile  to  the  policy  of  Sunday-closing  in 
f^eneral,  and  to  Sunday-closing  in  Wales 
in  particular.  It  was  no  new  piece  of 
legislation  proposed ;  there  was  no  quea- 
tion  of  principle  involved ;  it  was  simply 
amendment  of  an  existing  Act.  The 
feeling  in  Wales  was  undoubtedly  getting 
stronger  in  favour  of  Sunday-closing,  and 
the  votes  of  the  Parliamentary  represen- 
tatives of  Wales  would  prove  this.  If 
there  were  in  England  the  same  body  of 
public  opinion  in  favour  of  this  legisla- 
tion, no  doubt  it  would  soon  be  carried. 
He  appealed  to  the  Govemment,  and 
hoped  they  would  see  the  injustice  of  re- 
fusing to  support  what  was,  after  all, 
the  recommendation  of  their  own  Com- 
mission. He  did  not  claim  support  of 
Members  on  party  grounds,  and  not  on 
extreme  temperance  grounds ;  he  claimed 
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the  support  of  the  House  generally  to 
the  changes  contained  in  the  Bill,  be- 
cause they  had  received  the  seal  of  the 
Commission  he  had  referred  to  after  care- 
ful and  impartial  inquiry,  and  because 
he  believed  if  these  amendments  were 
carried  into  law  they  would  conduce  to 
the  moral  welfare  of  the  people  of  Wales. 
[CAeer«.]  He  moved  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  Second  time. 
*Sm  WILLUM  HARCOURT  rose  to 
occupy  only  a  minute  or  two,  think- 
ing that  BO  doing  he  would  beet 
serve  the  cause  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill 
was  founded  almost  literally  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  Commission  of  1889,  and,  as 
his  hon.  Frieud  had  said,  this  Commis- 
sion was  appointed  by  a  Conservative 
Government,  and  it  was  a  Commission 
whose  opinion  carried  the  greatest  pos- 
sible weight.  He  did  not  know  if  his 
hon.  Friend  had  given  the  names  of  the 
Commissioners,  but  he  would  mention 
them.  The  Chairman  was  Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh,  and  the  other  Commissioners 
were  Lord  £m]3rn,  a  Tory  landlord  much 
respected  in  Wales ;  Judge  Horatio  Lloyd, 
Judge  Harrison  and  Sir  John  Hibbert. 
It  was  impossible  to  mention  a  list  of 
names  more  qualified  to  pronounce  on  this 
question.  There  was  a  most  careful  con- 
sideration of  evidence  taken  on  the  spot, 
and  the  Bill,  he  was  justified  in  saying, 
was  practically  a  transcript  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Commission.  This  was  quite 
enough  to  recommend  the  Second  Reading 
to  the  House.  He  would  press  upon  the 
House  that  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  they 
should  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading, 
reserving  any  criticism  on  particular 
clauses  till  they  reached  the  Committee 
stage. 

*Me.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  ob- 
served that,  personally,  he  could  not 
accept  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  that  the  Bill  should 
be  allowed  to  be  read  a  second  time 
without  a  division.  Whilst  recognising 
the  moderate  way  in  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  had 
recommended  it  to  the  House,  he  thought 
his  statement  contained  some  very  ques- 
tionable propositions.  He  said,  in  the 
first  place,  that  no  new  legislation  was 
intended  by  the  Bill.  But  this  was  as 
strong  a  Bill  as  he  had  ever  read  for  the 
manufacture  of  new  crimes  and  criminals. 
The  hon.  Member  in  his  statement  said 

Mr.  J.  //.  Robert*. 


that  the  Commissioners  made  very  im- 
portant exceptions  as  regarded  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Welsh  Sunday-closing  Act 
in  a  borough  like  Cardiff,  and  he  thai 
went  on  to  say  that  the  Commissioners 
recommended  that  the  moral  sentiment 
of  the  country  generally  should  prevail 
in  the  town  of  Cardiff. 

Mr.  J.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  said  that 
was  his  own  expression,  and  not  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Committee. 
*Mr.  MACLEAN  remained  that  the 
Commissioners  did  not  go  so  iax  as  that, 
and  he  was  glad  to  find  that  this  was 
only  an  expression  of  the  hon  Member's 
own  opinion.    What  were  they  to  think 
pf  the  sacred  principle  of  Local  Veto 
when,  in  a  town  of  nearly  '200,000  in- 
habitants, they  were  to  have  the  opinion 
probably  of  the  majority  of  that  town 
overridden  by  the  moral  sentiment  of  the 
people  in  the  coxmtry  districts.  Was 
not  that  a  wonderful  application  of  the 
principle  of  local  optiont     The  hon. 
Member  said  that  a  certain  body  of 
people  in  Cardiff  were  opposed  to  Sunday 
closing  as  it  now  existed.     Yes,  there 
was  a  very  considerable  body  indeed. 
Only  three  years  ajgo  a  plebiscite  was 
taken,  under  circumstances  which  pre- 
vented  the  possibility  of  any  wrong 
opinion  being  formed,  and  the  issue  was 
that  a  clear  majority  of  those  who  voted 
were  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Welsh  Sunday-closing  Act.     He  might 
mention  that  the  figures  of  the  majori^ 
on  that  occasion  very  neu'ly  reached 
8,600,  or  almost  exactly  the  figures  by 
which  he  Tras  returned  as  Member  for 
Cordis  two  years  ago.    He  thought  there 
could  be  very  little  doubt,  considering 
the  strong  views  he  himself  took  on  this 
question,  that  the  prevailing  opinion  in 
the  borough  of  Cardiff  was  against  the 
Sunday-closing  Act  as  it  now  existed, 
and  it  would  be  still  more  strongly 
opposed  to  the  much  more  stringent  pro- 
visions  which  the  hon.  Member  proposed 
to  introduce      this  amending  Bill.  The 
hon.  Member  said  that  the  Welsh  Sunday- 
closing  Act  had  only  failed  so  far  be- 
cause it  had  not  been  carried  out.  Could 
the  hon.  Member  point  out  to  him  any 
place  in  the  world  where  prohibition  had 
succeeded?     Was  there  any  place  in 
America  where  it  had  not  been  success- 
fully evaded?     Such  an  iniquitous  and 
demoralising  law  as  the  Welsh  Sunday- 
dosing  Act,  applied  to  a  great  town  like 
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burdeOr  even  thjsn,  was  upon  him  of 
proving  that  he  was  a  bond  fide  traTellcr. 

The  clause  went  on — 


CardifE,  could  not  remain  on  t3i&  Statute 
Book  in  face  of  the  resolute  opposition 
of  the  people  were  it  not  for  the  fact 
that  a  law  of  that  kind  could  always  be 
successfully  evaded.  When  he  saw  such, 
oppressive  legislation  put  in  fcmie,  he 
could  understand  why  in  the  old  days, 
when  opix-eesive  Customs  duties  were  insr 
posed  upon  the  Mitrance  of  foreign  goods 
into  this  country,  the  whole  sentiment  of 
the  people  became  strongly  in  favour  of 
smuggling.  The  same  thing  took  place 
under  an  Act  of  this  kind,  and  every 
possible  means  were  used  for  the  purpose 
of  evading  its  operation.  Howevw  many 
amending  Acts  th^  passed,  and  howevo: 
stringent  th^  made  their  provisionB,  he 
said  that  the  sentiment  of  freedom — the 
r^ht  of  a  man  to  drink  a  ghus  of  beer 
when  he  wanted  it,  or  a  glass  of  spirits — 
was  so  strong^  implanted  in  ih&  breasts 
of  the  pe<^le  of  this  country  that  they 
would  never  be  able  to  enforce  a  prohibi- 
tive law  of  this  kind.  This  measure 
which  the  hon.  Grentleman  had  intro- 
duced, and  'wbich  he  said  the  Radicals 
of  Wales  wore  going  to  vote  for,  how 
different  it  was  from  any  Sunday-dosing 
Bill  ever  proposed  for  England  1  Had 
anyone  in  his  senses  ever  proposed  that 
there  should  be  a  universal  Sunday- 
closing  Bill  for  the  whole  of  England, 
applicable  to  London  and  other  largfi 
towns  1  Why,  everybody  knew  that  if  it 
were  proposed  there  would  be  a  revolu- 
tion in  London  to-morrow.  Let  them 
try  it,  and  they  would  soon  find  out  that 
that  was  the  case.  Why,  then,  should 
this  experiment  be  tried  in  Walesl  Were 
all  their  sentimental  experiments  to  be 
tried  thwe,  and  great  towns  like  Cardifi 
to  be  treated  as  nobody  dared  to  treat 
London  and  other  big  cities  t  He  shoald 
like  to  call  att>ention  to  some  of  the  pro- 
visitms  of  the  Bill.  He  had  only  had  an 
opportunity  of  reading  it  since  he  came 
into  the  House  about  an  hour  ago,  but 
some  of  the  provisions  were  familiar  to 
him.  Just  let  them  see  what  was  to  be- 
come of  that  unfortimate  gentleman — 
the  bond  fid*  travdler.  In  i^ture  he  was 
not  to  get  any  kind  of  refreshmmt  at  aU 
unless  ue  had  travelled  a  distance  of  not 
less  than  twelve  milu  for  some  purpose 
other  than  that  of  obtaining  intoxicating 
liquors.  He  must  travel  the  twelve  miles 
first,  and  then  he  must  set  out  afresh, 
when  he  was  hungiy,  thirsty  and  tired, 
in  order  to  obtain  refreshment,  and  the 

VOL.  XLY.  frouBTH  snois.] 


"  No  person  shall  b«  praved  to  be  a  t»velkr 
unless  the  erideBce  given  ia  that  UibM  is 
eoivebraated  in  some  material  respect  by  s 
person  or  persons,  not  charged  or  intexested." 

So  that  the  poor  man  was  to  go  about, 
after  travelling  twelve  miles  or  more  to 
find  some  person  to  prove  that  he  was  a 
bond  fide  traveller.  That  was  the  kind 
of  l^jislation  run  mad  which  some  hon. 
Gentlemm  proposed  to  amy  throogh 
ParlUment.  But  those  were  not  all  the 
prorisions  that  struck  him  as  exceedingly 
grotesque  and  Kkely  to  prodtMje  very  bad 
oonsequences.  He  would  take  Clause  10, 
which-  referred  to  IMegal  assodation. 
That  clause  said — 

"  From  and  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act  any  association  of  ten  or  more  persena 
existing  only  for  Uie  purpose  of  siq^ii^ing 
intoxicating  U^uar  to  its  members,  or  if  for 
any  otbv  porpoee  only  ostensibly  or  celoor* 
ably  for  such  other  ptupose,  shall  be  deemed 
an  illegal  association,  and  each  and  every 
memb^  of  such  asaodatiim  shall  be  liable  upon 
snimnory  conviction,  to  a  fine  not  exceetung 
£5,  or  te  inq>risonment  far  »aj  peiisd  not 
exceeding  tluree  montba" 

One  of  the  neeas  1^  whioh  tins  Sundi^- 

elosing  Act  had  been  suoees^islly  ended 
in  populous  towns  in  Wales  was  by  the 
formation  of  an  immense  number  of  ohibs 
of  «me  kind  or  another,  scnne  numbering 
several  thousand  persons;  and  there  was 
no  doubt  that  the  popidarity  of  these 
clubs  depended  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  upon  the  faet  that  anybody  be- 
longing to  them  oonid  go  into  his  ehib 
and  get  refreshments  on  Sunday  just  as 
a  Hunber  of  that  Hoou  went  into  his 
dub  for  the  same  purpose.  ["Hear, 
hear!"]  Under  this  cm«e  every  sneh 
club  would  be  Hable,  on  the  information 
of  spies  or  detectives — ^whom  it  seemed 
to  be  the  purpose  of  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site to  use  in  order  to  report  on  the 
conduct  of  every  human  being  in  this 
country,  and  to  take  oare  that  he  came 
up  to  their  stanchud  et  what  thsf  deemed 
to  be  morality — envy  sudk  olvb  woidd  be 
liaMe  to  be  reported  upon,  and  pesiifalj 
to  be  shot  up»  nndw  tUi  dansa  Then 
he  passed  aa  to  shebeans.  Here  they 
had  a  specimen  of  the  new  drastio  pnmsb- 
ment  which  was  to  be  introduced  under 
the  BiU— 

"Evwy  pcmon  who  keeps  a  ahdieen  shall 
be  liable  far  ths  flist  oflBBOS  to,  a  penalty 
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not  less  than  £10,  or  im{viflonroent  with  ot 
without  hard  labour  for  a  term  not  len  than 
two  montha." 

Hard  labour  played  a  very  great  part  in 
the  Bill.  If  the  offender  was  couvicted 
a  second  time  he  would  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  not  less  than  £20,  or  to  im- 
prisonment  with  or  without  hard  labour 
for  a  term  not  less  than  four  months, 
and  to  be  prohibited  from  holding  a 
licence  for  a  term  not  exceeding  lire 
years.  Were  ever  such  monstrous  pro- 
posals brought  forward  in  any  Bill  intro- 
duced in  nuh  a  modest  and  reasonable 
vay  as  this  was  its  authorl  It  was 
not  onty  the  people  who  kept  shebeens 
who  were  to  be  punished  in  this  way, 
but  actually  when  they  came  to  the  final 
part  of  this  clause  they  found  it  worded 
in  this  way — 

"Any  person  found  drank,  or  having  had 
drink  sapptied  to  him  on  premises  where  in- 
toxicating liquor  is  had  or  kept  for  sale  by 
retail  without  a  licence,  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  or  to  im- 
prisonment with  or  without  hard  labour  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  one  month." 

Beally,  was  it  possible  that  in  that  House 
of  Commons  any  large  body  of  men  would 
be  found  ready  to  vote  for  sentencing  to 
hard  labour  any  man  who  drank  an 
illicit  glass  of  beer?  He  put  the  pro- 
position to  the  House,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  to  surpass  in  absurdity  any  proposi- 
tion brought  before  them.  He  need  not 
go  any  further  into  the  Bill.  It  pro- 
ceeded on  the  same  lines  right  through. 
The  final  clause  was  one  r^arding  rail- 
way stations.   It  sud — 

"Section  4  of  the  Sunday  Closing  (Wales) 
Act,  1881,  'a.  hereby  repealed,  and  from  and 
after  the  commenoemutt  erf  this  Act,  no  intoxi- 
cating liquor  ihall  be  sold  on  Stuiday  at  a 
railway  station  to  persons  aninn^  at  or 
departang  from  sach  station,  by  railroad  or 
otherwise." 

The  hon.  Member  told  the  House  that 
that  was  a  clause  proposed  1^  the  Oom- 
missioaers,  and  they  had  heard  a  good 
deal  about  the  high  respect,  ability,  and 
impartiality  of  those  Commissioners. 
[Oppot^Um  cheers.']  It  seemed  to  him 
that  those  Commissioners  could  hardly 
realise  that  many  thousands  of  people 
arrived  and  departed  on  Sunday  in  places 
like  Cardiff  at  the  railway  stations. 
Were  these  people  to  be  prevented 
from  having  any  kind  of  refreshment! 
In  Cardiff  a  great  number  of  people  wen 
Mr,  Maclean. 


opposed  to  the  Sunday-closing  Act,  and 
often  moderate  men  had  gone  so  far  as 
to  say  that  they  were  in  favour  of  open- 
ing puUio-houses  on  Sundays  for  a 
limited  time  m  the  middle  of  the  day. 
Surely  that  was  a  reasonable  rule  to 
apply  to  all  public-houses,  without  dis- 
tinction, in  great  towns.  Still  more 
should  it  apply  to  railway  stations,  where 
it  was  sometimes  necessary,  for  the 
preservation  of  health,  that  refreshment 
should  be  obtained.  Was  it  right  or 
reasonable  that  travellers  arriving  at  or 
departing  from  a  railway  station  should 
be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing any  re&eshment  whatever!  His  con- 
stituents were  very  largely  interested  in 
this  subject,  and  he  shuuld  resolutely 
oppose  the  application  of  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  to  the  whole  of  Wales.  He  rq^t- 
ted  that  any  ,  such  Bill  should  have 
been  brought  in,  and  if  it  were  pressed 
to  a  division  he  should  certainly  yote 
against  it. 

•Me.  W.  T.  HOWELL  (Denbigh 
Boroughs)  protested  against  the  propoail 
that  they  should  pass  a  Bill  of  tliis  kind 
blindfold.  No  doubt  this  Bill  was  ab- 
solutely similar  to  Bills  that  had  been 
printed  in  former  Sessions;  but  his  ex- 
perience of  the  House  of  Commons  taught 
him  that  unless  the  subject-matter  of  a 
Measure  was  likely  to  be  debated,  Mem- 
bers  did  not  read  the  Bill  when  it  was 
circulated.  There  was  also  the  reason- 
able probability  that  a  Bill  distributetl 
in  a  former  Session  had  been  mislaid. 
It  was  only  at  12.30  or  12.45  p.m.  that 
day  that  the  House  had  the  opportunity 
of  seeing  in  black  and  white  what  were 
the  exact  provisions  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  add  to  the  Statute  Book. 
Members  could  not  be  expected  to  form 
a  judgment  and  to  come  to  a  conclusion 
upon  a  matter  of  this  kind  without 
having  taken  the  advice  of  people  who 
were  specially  qualified  by  their  position 
to  give  advice  upon  it.  He  was  not  him- 
self a  brewer  or  licensed  victualler,  but 
he  knew  certain  people  upon  whose  ad- 
vice he  could  rely,  wid  before  forming 
a  definite  opinion  on  such  a  Bill  as  this 
he  would  like  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
say.  A  Royal  Commission  was  at  present 
inquiring  into  the  whole  subject  of  the 
Licensing  Laws  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  they  would  be 
rather  forestalling  the  oondusions  at 
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which  the  Commissioners  might  arrive 
by  legislatiug  before  those  Commifisioners 
had  reported  upon  the  evidence  laid 
before  them.  He  admitted  that  Sunday 
closing  had  done  good  in  certain  distriots 
in  IWales,  but  in  others  it  had  done 
immense  harm.  Believing  that,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  they  ought  to  be  very  care* 
ful  about  what  they  did,  either  to  extend 
the  existing  law  or  to  amend  it.  In  little 
villages  the  closing  of  public-houses  on 
Sundays  meant  that  liquor  was  not  sold 
on  those  days ;  but  to  imagine  that  in 
Cardiff  and  other  great  towns  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act  had  stopped  the  sale  of 
liquor  would  be  perfectly  absurd.  One 
could  not  go  into  the  streets  without 
becoming  convinced  of  that.  It  was  a 
very  serious  thing  to  put  upon  the 
Statute  Book  a  law  which  could  be  easily 
evaded.  Legislation  ought  to  be  effec- 
tive. In  Wales  the  existing  Act  had 
been  evaded  in  several  ways,  and  chiefly 
by  the  establishment  of  bogus  clubs.  In 
places  of  the  size  of  Cardiff  and  Swansea 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  put  down 
these  bogus  clubs.  The  present  con- 
dition of  things  was  unjust  to  the  licence- 
holder,  who  had  to  manage  his  premises 
according  to  the  r^ulations  of  the  police, 
and  to  construct  these  premises  in  con- 
formity with  the  denumds  of  tho 
Licensing  Justices,  and  who  had  heavy 
duties  to  pay  for  his  licence  and  other 
things.  The  proprietor  or  manager  of  a 
.bogus  club,  on  the  other  hand,  had  not 
the  same  heavy  outlay  and  expense,  and 
yet  was  able  to  make  a  profit  on  Simdays 
which  the  licenceholder  was  prevented 
from  making.  He  was  afraid  that  the 
Sunday-closing  Act  in  its  results  had  not 
altc^ther  fulfilled  the  prognostications 
of  its  friends.  The  figures  in  the  Govern- 
ment Returns  for  1892  were  very  interest- 
ing. Sunday-closing  was  in  force  in 
Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  but  not  in 
England.  The  Returns  for  1892  showed 
that  in  Ireland  the  arrests  for  drunken- 
ness on  Sunday  were  IH  out  of  every 
100,000  of  the  population ;  in  Scotland 
the  arrests  were  100,  and  in  Wales  they 
were  68 ;  but  in  Englfmd,  where  the 
public-houses  were  only  clraed  for  cer- 
tain hours  of  the  day,  the  number  of 
arrests  per  100,000  of  the  population  was 
only  54.  Some  very  urgent  explanation 
of  these  %ures  was  wanted  from  those 
gentlemen  who  wished  to  extend  Tem- 
P^ance  Legislation  as  affecting  Sunday 


closing.  The  promoters  of  this  Bill  pro- 
jjoaed  to  put  downi  shebeens  by  increas- 
ing the  punishment  to  which  shebeen 
proprietors  were  liable^  In  his  opinion 
the  only  effect  of  that  provision  would 
be  that  the  shebeen  proprietor  would 
charge  more  for  the  beer  which  he  sold. 
If  there  was  a  d«nand  for  liquor  it 
would  be  supplied,  and  the  greater  the 
danger  of  supplying  it  the  higher  would 
be  the  price  chained.  He  thought  :t 
would  be  well  for  the  House  to  hear  what 
had  been  said  on  this  subject  by  the 
Cardiff  stipendiary  magistrate,  who  had 
had  much  experience  of  prosecutions 
under  the  Sunday  Closing  Act.  Spei^ng 
in  January  1895  of  his  experience  on  the 
Bench  under  the  Sunday-closing  Act, 
he  said — 

Me.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) 
moved  that  the  question  be  now  put. 
v*Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  cannot  put  that 
Motion,  considering  that  the  discussion 
has  not  lasted  an  hoiu*,  and  that  the 
Bill  only  came  from  the  printers  after 
the  hour  when  the  House  met. 
*Mb.  HOWELL  said  that  the  observa- 
tions of  the  magistrate  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  attention  were  the  follow- 
ing:— 

"  On  t^e  day  whm  Uceuwd  boooes  ure  closed 
there  is  a  demand  b^r  a  larse  section  of  the 
commnnity  iat  intoxicating  ^uor,  and  tiiat 
demand  " 

And  it  being  Half-past  Fivo  of  the 
clock,  the  Delate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday, 
9th  February. 


FACTORY  ACTS  (FISHING  TRADE)  BILL. 

SiB  ALBERT  ROLLIT,  in  moving  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  stated  that 
in  the  Factory  Acts  there  were  certain 
exemptions  as  to  the  fishing  trade  so 
as  to  allow  the  curing  of  fish  imme- 
diately on  being  landed— a  process  which 
was  absolutely  necessary.  Recently  a 
narrower  construction  luul  been  put  on 
the  saving  clause  in  Ute  Aot,  with  the 
result  that  50  or  60  prosecutions  had 
been  b^n,  but  were  suspended  by  the 
Home  Office  in  the  hope  that  this  Bill 
would  paM  into  law  and  thus  render  the 
procedure  in  these  prosecutions  unneces- 
sary. He  had  received  letters  from  the 
Home  Secretary  and   the  right  hon. 
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Gentleoian's  [nedecessor  in  fovour  of  the 
Bill.  Be  trusted,  therefore,  that  as  the 
question  was  urgent  the  House  vouli 
allow  the  Second  Readiug  to  be  taken 
now. 

Mr.  T.  R.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeen- 
shire^  £.)  said  the  Bill  was  an  important 
one,  but  it  bad  only  been  issued  the 
previous  morning.  He  asked  his  hon. 
Friend  to  postpone  the  Committee  sta^ 
for  a  week  in  order  to  give  time  for  the 
.Scottish  fishing  interest  to  examine  its 
proTtsions. 

Sm  ALGERT  ROLUT:  I  will  most 
readily  do  so. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Wednesday  next. 


SUPPLY. 

Committee  deferred  till  to-morrow. 


WATS  AND  MEANS. 
Committee  defrared  till  Friday. 


UNLAWFUL  POSSESSION  BHJ.. 
Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reatling 
[26th  January]  further  adjourned  till 
To-morrow. 


MIIJTAEY  WORKS  (MONEY). 
Committee   thereupon   d^ored  till 
To-morrow. 


SHOPS  (EABLT  OLOSINO)  BTLl^ 
Second   Reading   defwred   till  To- 
morrow. 


MOTIONS. 


the 
be 


LOCAL  OOVHENMBNT  ACT  (L894) 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  certain  provimons  of 
TjQcal  Oovernm«nt  Act,  1894,  ordered  to 
brought  in  hr  Mr.  Hobhotue,  Sir  John  D^ing- 
ton,  Mr.  Wbarton.  Mr.  Ciaeii»-^rdy,  and 
Mr.  Bill ;  presented,  and  B«ad  the  First  tima ; 
to  be  a  Second  Ume  upon  Tuesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  93.] 

Sir  AMoUit. 


ACCOUHTASTS  (8C0TI.A1ID.) 

KU  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Accoun- 
tants in  Scotland,  and  to  regalatA  their  qoali- 
fications  and  provide  for  their  registratjon, 
ordered  to  be  bronglit  in  br  Mr.  James  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour,  Mr.  Cox.  Mr.  Hal- 
daae,  and  Mr.  Faitbfull  Begg;  prasented  and 
B«id  tbe  Fkst  time ;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday.  Slst  March,  and  to 
be  printed.— [Bill  M.] 

TENANT  EIGHT  IN  TOWNS  (iRBLAND). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Tenant 
Right  in  Towns  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  bj  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr. 
Caraw,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  and  Mr.  J.  P. 
Farrell ;  presented,  and  Read  the  First  time ; 
to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Mond^,  2nd 
February,  and  to  be  printed-— {Bill  95.] 

UBRCHANT  SHIPPINa  ACTS  AMBNDUBNT.  - 
Bill  to  amend  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts, 


ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
Clancy,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  and  Mr.  Carew ; 
presented,  and  Bead  tbe  First  time;  to  be 
Bead  a  Second  time  upon  Mondwr,  28nd 
February,  and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  9£]  ' 

LBASBHOLDBRS  (PUBCHASB  OF  PBB  SDIPLB> 

(no.  2). 

Bill  to  giTs  facilities  to  Leaseholders  for  the 
purchase  of  the  fea  ample  of  their  holdings, 
ordffl«d  to  be  brought  in  Mr.  £earley,  Mr. 
Samuel  Evans,  Mr.  Field,  "htc.  Harrison,  Mr. 
Luttrell,  and  Bfr.  Ghanning;  presmted,  and 
Bead  the  First  time;  to  be  "BatA  a  Secuid 
time  i^on  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
—[BUI  97.] 

SALB  OP  FOOD  AND  DBDOB. 

Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law  te- 

latiag  to  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Druga,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Kearley,  Sir  James 
Wodehouse,  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett,  Mr.  Lam- 
bert, Mr.  Jefibtys,  Mr.  Nicol,  Mr.  Chanuing, 
Mr.  Longh,  and  Mr.  Maurice  Healy;  pre- 
sented, and  Read  the  Fiist  time ;  to  be  Bead 
a  Second  time  upon  Thursday,  18th  March, 
and  to  be  printed.— £Bfll  ^aj 

INDtrSTmAL  AND   PEOTIDBNT    AND  IN9OR- 
POBATBD  BtJILDINQ  flOCIBTniS  (PUBCHASB  OF 
FBB  aiMPLB). 

Bill  to  give  faciUties  to  Industrial  and  Provi- 
denb  and  Incorporated  Building  Societies  for 
the  pnrcbaae  of  the  Fee  Sunjile  of  their  hold- 
ings, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cban- 
ning,  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson,  Mr.  Cameron  Corbett, 
Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  Bocbuian,  Mr.  Lambert, 
and  Mr.  Cril^ ;  presented,  and  fiead  the  Eirat 
time;  to  bsBeada  Saoond  time  upon  Tuesday, 
23id  Febmsxy,  and  to  be  ]irinted.-{Bm  9a] 


HboM  Adjonmed  at  TwutW  »inntea 
before  Sue  o'dodc 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6ul  Selection. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
Tkurtday^  S8tK  January  2897. 


ADDRESS. 
The  Queea's  Answer  to  the  Address  of 
Tuesday  the  19th  instant  reported  ;  and 
Address  and  Answer  to  be- printed  and 
published. 


EARL  OF  LIMERICK. 
Petition  of  William  Henry  Kdroond  de 
Yere  Sheaffe  E^rl  of  Limerick,  claiming 
a  right  to  rote  at  the  elections  of  Re- 
presentatiTe  Peers  for  Ireland  ;  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Lord  Cbaneellor  to  con- 
sider and  repinrt  fJiereupon  to  the  House. 


STATT'TE  LAW  REVI.STON  RILT^  AND 
CONSOLIDATION  BILLS. 

Moved  to  resolve,  That  it  is  desiralile 
that  alt  Statute  I^aw  Revision  Bills  and 
Consolidation  Bills  of  the  present  Session 
l«e  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  Ixith 
Houses  of  Parliament  ( 7'he  Lord  Chattr 
cellar)^  agreed  to :  Ordered  that  a  Message 
be  sent  to  the  Commons  to  communi- 
cate this  resolution,  and  to  desire  t^eir 
concurrenoe. 


INCBEASE  IN  THE  ARMT. 
YiscouNT  VESCI  gave  notice  that 
on  Monday  he  would  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  her  Majesty's  Government  to 
lay  before  Parliament  proposals  for  an 
increase  in  the  strength  of  the  Array, 
and,  if  so,  in  what  arms  1  By  what  num- 
ber of  battalions  it  was  proposed  to 
increase  the  strengtii  of  the  infantry ; 
whether  it  was  proposed  to  add  to  the 
Brigade  of  Guards  and  in  what  manner  ; 
whtfther,  il  the  strength  of  the  Brigade 
of  Guards  was  inoreased,it  was  proposed 
to  place  the  Brigade  on  the  roster  for 
formgn  service  in  time  of  peace,  and 
under  what  conditions  1 

VOL.  XLV.  [foubth  sbribs.] 


Selection.  602 
BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  prime  MINISTER  (The  Mar- 
QDKSS  OP  Salisbury):  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  agreeable  to  my  noble 
Friend  to  adjourn  until  Monday  ?  I  be- 
lieve that  Lord  Laosdowne  has  a  matter 
of  some  importance  to  bring  forward  on 
that  day,  but  I  have  heard  of  nothing 
for  to-morrow. 

The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY  for- 
mally signified  assent. 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty-five  minutes 
before  Five  o'clock,  to  Hondnv  next, 
a  Uosrter  past  Four  o^elock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Thuraday,  $8lk  Jemuary  1897. 


STANDTXG  ORDERS. 

Ordered,  that  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Orders  do  consist  of  thirt4?en 
Members  : — Mr.  Buchanan,  Sir  William 
Cuddington,  Mr.  John  Edward  Ellis, 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Sir  Edward 
Gourley,  Mr.  Halsey,  Mr.  Humphreys- 
Owen,  Mr.  James  LowtJier,  Sir  John 
Lubbock,  Sir  John  Mowbray,  Mr. 
William  Redmond,  Sir  Mark  Stewart, 
and  Mr.  Whitmore  were  accordingly 
nominated  Members  (tf  the  Committee. 
— (.Sir  John  MbvAray.) 

SELECTION. 
Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion do  consist  of  eleven  Members : — 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  Sir  John  Borington, 
Sir  William  Hart  Dyke,  Dr.  Farquhar- 
son,  Mr.  Halsey,  Mr.  Justin  McCarthy, 
Sir  George  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr.  Philip 
Stanhope,  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  Wodefaouse 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  were  accord- 
ingly nominated  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee.— {Sir  John  Mou^yrai/.) 
2  F 
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QUESTIONS. 


CANADA  AND  AT^STEALASIA  (CABLE). 

Sib  GEORGE  HAUEN-POWELL 
(Liverpool,  Kirkdale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Conference  on  the  telegraph 
cable  to  connect  the  Canadian  Dominion 
with  the  Australasian  Colonies  has  con- 
cluded its  labours;  and  whether  any 
approximate  date  can  be  given  at  which 
their  Report  can  be  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment 1 

Thk  SECBETABY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chahbkblain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  Committee  has 
made  its  Keport,  but  as  that  Report  will 
be  the  subject  of  confidential  discussions 
between  her  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  representatives  of  the  Colonial 
Governments,  no  date  can  at  present  be 
given  for  its  presentation  to  Parliament. 

pIRTH  CEIITIFTCATES. 

Mr.  E.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.) : 
I  lieg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
why  any  person  residing  or  having  offices 
witliin  the  registration  limits  of  the 
metropolis  who  may  desire  to  procure  a 
certificate  of  birth  niunt  aufler  the  incon- 
venience and  loss  of  time  of  a  personal 
application  by  himself  or  on  his  behalf 
while  those  who  do  not  live  within  that 
area  can  obtain  one  through  the  post ; 
and  whether  the  procedure  can  be  altered 
80  as  to  relieve  dwellers  in  London  from 
this  disability  % 

Thb  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  I  have  com- 
municated with  the  Registrar  General, 
and  he  states  that  the  Registration  Acts 
make  no  provision  for  searching  or 
obtaining  Certificates  at  the  General 
Register  Office  by  means  of  correspon- 
dence. The  imperfect  information 
poSBessed  by  applicants  renders  audi 
.procedure  often  difficult  and  sometimes 
impossible.  Nevertheless,  as  a  mattw 
of  grace,  the  Registrar  General  assists  t^e 
public  on  the  point,  as  far  as  possible. 
Whrai  fairly  clear  information  is  given, 
he  causes  searches  to  be  made  and  certifi- 
cates furnished  on  application  through 
the  post  from  the  provinces,  but  these 


applications  through  the  poet  add  very 
much  to  the  work  of  the  office,  which 
could  not  be  ouried  on  with  the  present 
staff  if  certificates  were  supplied 
generally  through  the  post.  The 
Registrar  General  finds  it  absolutely 
necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  the  obstruc- 
tion of  official  business,  that  applicants 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the 
General  Register  Office  shall  attend,  or 
employ  some  one  to  attend  personally, 
as  oontemplated  in  Section  37  of  the 
6  and  7  WUl.  IV.,  chap.  86. 


WOOli  eOKTING. 
*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  a  Departmental  Committee 
reported  last  year  that  wool  sorting 
should  be  scheduled  as  a  dangerous 
trade ;  whether  special  rules  have  been 
framed  for  the  trade ;  and  whether  any 
information  upon  the  subject  can  be 
made  public  for  consideratioa  in  the 
West  Biding. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  Xiancashire, 
Blackpool) :  A  recommendation  that 
wool  sorting  should  be  certified  aa  a 
dangerous  trade  was  made  last  year  by  a 
Departmental  Committee,  and  it-  was  so 
certified  accordingly.  Special  rules  wero 
at  once  prepared,  but  suggestions  were 
made  by  the  workmen  at  the  eleventh 
hour  requiring  further  investigations  by 
the  Committee  which  were  only  recently 
completed.  The  roles  are  now  in  the 
printer's  hands,  and  will  be  ready  for 
issue  shortly  ;  they  will  be  served  in  the 
usual  course  upon  the  occupiers  of  works 
in  which  hair  or  wool  (other  tluui  British 
wool)  is  sorted. 


HOUSEBREAKING 
(LIVERPOOL  ASSIZES). 

Mb.  H.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  o^  State  fcnr 
the  Home  Department  (1)  in  view  of  the 
following  {acts,  namely,  that  one  Hugh 
Beattie  was,  on  17th  November,  1896, 
convicted  at  Liverpool  Ajisizes  of 
breaking  and  entering  a  dwelling-house 
at  Rainhill  on  8th  August,  1895,  and 
sentenced  to  five  years'  penal  servitude, 
and  that  one  John  Brady  was  previously 
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convicted  and  sentenced  iov  the  same 
offence,  and  that  there  are  now  two 
prisoners  suffering  punishment  for  the 
offence  of  which,  on  the  evidence  of  the 
pr(»ecution  in  Brady's  case,  only  one 
can  possibly  be  guilty,  whether  he  pro- 
poses to  take  any,  and  what,  steps  in 
the  matter ;  and  (2)  whether  it  is  the  fact 
^at  John  Brady  was  convicted  on  the 
uncorroborated  testimony  of  a  single 
witness,  and  that  Beattie,  who  sul^ 
qnently  pleaded  guilty  to  the  same 
offence,  swore  on  his  oath  that  Brady 
was  not  concerned  in  the  robbery,  and 
that  he,  Beattie,  conmiitted  it  alone  and 
and  unassisted. 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
The  statement  of  facts  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  Question  is  not  quite  com- 
plete. It  should  be  added  that  Beattie 
pleaded  guilty  at  the  same  time  to  six 
other  indictments  fut  well  as  the  one 
referred  to.  As  regards  the  second 
paragraph,  it  is  not  the  fact  that  Brady , 
was  convicted  on  the  uncorroborated 
testimony  of  one  witness,  other  facts 
being  proved  at  the  trial  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  learned  Judge,  strongly 
confirmedthe  witness  in  question.  After 
making  most  careful  inquiries  into  the 
case,  and  consulting  the  Judge — who 
finds  nothing  in  what  has  occurred  sub- 
ftequently  to  the  trial  to  make  him  doubt 
that  the  prisoner  Brady  was  properly 
convicted — I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  any  interfer- 
ence on  my  part. 

BOAT  ACCIDENTS  (ROYAL  NAVY). 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
E^s)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  accidents  to  boats  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  of  war  attended  by  loss  of  life  took 
place  during  the  year  1896,  and  how 
muiy  lives  were  lost  in  all  by  these 
accidents  ;  and  whether  he  can  also  state 
if  inquiry  was  held  in  each  case  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  accident,  and 
can  inform  the  House  what  the  cause  was 
in  each  case  t 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  ADML 
BALTY  (Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square)  :  There  were 
three  accidents  to  boats  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  attended  with  loss  of  life  in  1896. 
An  inquiry  was  held  in  each  case.  I 
cannot  wiUiin  the  limits  of  an  answer 


I  across  the  floor  of  the  House  give  the 
history  of  each  case.  Two  were  under 
oars  and  one    under  sail  in  a  regatta. 

1  would  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
there  are  300  ships  in  commission,  not  to 
speak  of  thoso  commissioned  for  tho  ma- 
noeuvres, involving  an  enormous  amount 
of  boat  work  under  all  conditions  of 
weather,  and  that  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  fleet  cannot  but  resent  the  promi- 
nence given  to  these  very  rare  accidents 
without  any  reference  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  services  safely  performed. 

PARCELS  POST  (SWITZERLAND). 
Colonel  MILWARD  (Warwick, 
Stiatford-upon-Avon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  Genera),  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  clause 
in  the  new  Agreemrat  as  to  the  Parcel 
Post  between  t^is  country  and  Switzer- 
land, by  which  it  is  declared  that  in 
fixing  the  rate  of  postage  for  parcels 

2  francs  35  cents  is  to  be  considered  the 
equivalent  of  2s.,  and  2  francs  85  cents 
the  equivalent  of  2s.  5d.,  whereas,  by 
the  current  rate  of  exchange,  the  sums 
should  be  Is.  lO^d.  and  2.s.  3d.  respec- 
tively ;  and,  will  ho  explain  wliat  is  tho 
reason  for  this  additional  charge  upon 
the  British  as  compared  with  the  Swiss 
public  for  precisely  the  same  service  1 

The  SECRETARY  to  tub  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanbury,  Preston); 
Owing  to  the  difference  both  in  the 
currency  and  in  the  weights  of  this 
country  and  Switzerland,  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable to  fix  precisely  the  same  charge 
for  the  same  service  in  both  directions. 
For  example,  the  postage  of  Ss.  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  covers  the  con- 
veyance to  Switzerland  of  a  parcel 
weighing  7  lb. ;  whereas  the  h^^hest 
weight  transmissible  from  Switzerland 
to  this  country  for  the  ccHrresponding 
sum  of  2  francs  35  cents  is  3  kilo- 
grammes, or  only  6  lb.  9  oz.,  and  for  a 
7  lb.  parcel  2  francs  85  cents  would  have 
to  be  paid.  In  the  case  of  parcels  sent 
at  the  lowest  postage  in  the  scale,  the 
advantage  to  the  English  sender  is  con- 
siderable ;  for,  the  postage  being  prac- 
tically identical  in  both  countries,  a 
weight  of  1 3  oz.  more  can  be  sent  for  the 
same  money  from  England  to  Switzer 
land  than  is  transmissib!e  in  the  oppiMite 
direction.   The  fact  is  that  parcels  of 
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under  7  lb.  weight  can  be  sent  a  Uttle 
more  cheaply  from  England  to  Switzer- 
land than  from  Switzerland  to  England, 
while  with  parcels  of  over  7  lb.  the  oppo- 
site is  true. 


ARMENIAK  REFUtlEE  KILLED  IN 
LONDON. 

Sir  WILFRIP  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  an  Armenian  refugee  has 
been  kicked  to  death  by  a  crowd  in 
Bermondsey ;  and,  whether  any  special 
precautions  are  considered  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  these  foreigners  while 
in  Loudon  % 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
It  is,  unhappily,  thecaseUiat  an  Armenian 
has  died  from  an  internal  injury  caused 
by  a  kick  which  he  received  in  the  streets. 
The  facts  appear  to  be  these.  He  had 
gone  out  fur  a  walk  with  another 
Armenian,  and  a  number  of  lads,  attracted 
by  the  oddness  of  their  costume,  set  upon 
them  in  rough  horseplay,  eventually 
throwing  the  one  down  and,  it  is  said, 
kicking  him,  while  the  other  escaped. 
It  appears  that  he  then  made  his  way 
back  to  the  shelter  where  he  was  staying, 
and,  complaining  oS.  internal  pains — 
there  were  no  external  marks  of  violence 
visible — was  taken  to  a  hospital,  where 
he  was  discovered,  after  his  death,  to 
have  been  suffering  from  a  ruptured 
spleen.  The  police  lost  no  time  in  taking 
action,  and  are  doing  their  utmost  to 
capture  the  principal  offender.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I "]  There  is  no  reason  whatever  to 
suppose  that  the  fact  of  his  being  an 
Armenian  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
assault — [cAeent] — and  I  do  not  think 
Uiat  any  special  protection  is  required 
for  these  foreigners.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 

Mb.  JAMES  O'KEIXY  (Roscommon, 
N.) :  Will  any  indemnity  be  paid  ? 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
That  is  a  question  I  am  not  prepared  to 
uiswer  at  present. 


TREASON-FELONY  PRISONER  (DUFF.) 

Mr.  PATRICK  OBRIEN  (Kil- 
kenny) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  what  is 
the  present  mental  condition  of  the  man 
Duff,  one  of  the  trcason-feluny  prisoners 

Mr.  21.  W.  Ilanbury. 


removed  from  Portland  Prison  to  Broad- 
moor Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  and 
whether  there  is  any  hope  of  his  re- 
covering his  mind  ^ 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
The  prisoner,  John  Duff,  is  still  suffer- 
ing from  delusions,  and  his  mental 
state  shows  no  sign  of  improving.  Ex- 
cept, however,  on  subjects  connected 
with  his  delusions  he  converses  ration- 
ally.  I  should  add  that  Duff  was  con- 
victed of  manslaughter,  and  is  not  one 
of  the  treason-felony  prisoners. 


LIOIIT  LOCOMOTIVES  ACT. 
TRACTION  ENGINES. 

Mr.  a.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN 
(Kent,  Tunbridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  ue  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  will  explain  why  no  decision 
has  yet  bean  arrived  at  on  l^ppUoa- 
tion  made  by  several  makers  traction 
engines  to  the  Board  to  have  new 
patterns  of  wheels  legalised  under  the 
Light  Locomotives  Act  of  last  year ; 
and  whether,  although  a  considerable 
time  has  elapsed  since  this  application 
was  made,  and  considering  the  damage 
alleged  to  be  done,  especially  on  pave- 
ments, by  the  only  existing  legal  pattern, 
Uie  Board  will  leg^ise  some  improved 
pattern  or  patterns  as  soon  as  possible  ? 

Mil.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  as  yet  only  re- 
ceived applications  for  approval  of  one 
particular  pattern  of  wheel  under  the 
Light  Locomotives  Act  of  last  Session. 
The  Board  were  anticipating  that  they 
'Would  receive  several  applications  of  this 
character,  and  proposed  to  defer  their 
Inquiry  into  thesubject  until  the  different 
applications  could  be  considered  tc^ther. 
If,  however,  within  a  short  period  no 
further  applications  are  made  to  the 
Board,  they  will  proceed  to  oonaider  the 
question  as  regards  the  one  application 
which  they  have  before  them. 


BOG  SLIDE  (KERRY). 
Mr.  JAMES  ROCHE  (Kerry,  E.)  : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
having  r^ard  to  the  extensive  destruc- 
tion of  property  resulting  from  the  recent 
bog  slitfe  in  the  county  (rf  Kerry,  whereby 
numbers  of  people  have  bean  reduced 
to  a.  condition  of  complete  destitution. 
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he  will  direct,  after  due  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  case,  that  funds  be  provided 
.for  their  relief  either  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  or  by  the  Government) 
Thb  chief  SECRETABY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gbrald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  The  Congested  Districts 
Board  took  a  very  early  opportunity  of 
considering  to  what  extent  they  could 
help  in  remedying  the  results  of  the 
disaster  referred  to  in  the  question,  and 
t^wy  have  received  special  renorts  on  the 
matter  which  were  considered  at  a  special 
meeting  held  on  the  27th  iost.  One  of 
the  resnlttj  of  the  bog  slide  is  that  a  ford 
over  which  carts  used  to  pass  has  been 
swept  away  and  the  bed  of  the  river 
lowered  at  the  place  by  from  3ft.  to 
4ft.  The  Board  hope  to  ereet  a  bridge 
to  take  the  place  of  the  ford  and  to  re- 
pair the  injury  done  to  the  road  at  each 
side  of  the  ford.  A  limestone  quarry, 
owned  by  the  Earl  of  Kenmare,  at 
which  about  twelve  men  hare  been 
usually  employed,  has  been  partially  filled 
by.  the  peat  flow.  Tlie  Board  would  be 
prepared  to  contribute  towards  the  cost 
of  opening  or  reopening  a  quarry  in  the 
neighbourhood,  provided  that  it  can  be 
shown  that  such  an  attempt  can  be 
brought  to  a  successful  issue,  and  that 
the  farmers  of  the  surrounding  congested 
districts  will  be  supplied  with  limestone 
on  advantageous  terms.  As  regards 
clearing  ihe  lands  at  present  covered 
with  peaty  matter,  the  Board  would,  in 
the  interests  of  agriculture,  consider 
what  support;  might  be  given  by  them 
towards  carryii^  out  any  well-considered 
scheme  that  may  be  submitted  to  them. 

NEWRY  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FABRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  it  has  come 
to  his  knowledge  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Ireland  has  issued  a  writ 
against  four  Members  of  tiie  Newry 
Board  of  GuMdians  for  £21  Gs.  paid  by 
the  guardians  to  Philip  M'Govern,  of 
Glan,  county  Cavan,  for  services  ren- 
dered in  treating  four  patients  sent  to 
him  as  an  hydrophobia  specialist  by  the 
Board ;  and  whether  it  is  according  to 
law  for  the  Board  to  endeavour  to 
recover  by  judgment  in  the  Superior 
Courts  a  sum  which  they  were  compelled 


to  pay  by  the  judgment  of  the  County 
Court?  ■ 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  issued  a 
writ  against  the  Newry  Board  of 
Guardians,  specially  naming  four  mem- 
bers, for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money 
paid  by  the  Guardians  to  Philip 
M'Govern  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
law.  la  October,  1895,  the  Guardians 
passed  resolutions  that  three  men,  and 
any  other  persons  bitten  by  a  mad  dog 
who  might  thereafter  apply,  were  to  be 
sent  for  treatment  to  M'Govern,  who 
claims  to  be  able  to  cure  hydrophobia. 
The  Board  pointed  out  to  the  Guardians 
that,  M'Govern's  farmhouse  not  being  a 
recognised  hospital  within  the  meaning  of 
the  25  and  26  Vic.  cap.  83,  Section  7, 
the  Guardians  were  acting  ultra  vires  in 
sending  patients  to  him  for  treatment. 
Upon  the  presentation  of  M'Govern'a 
bill  the  Guardians  applied  to  the  Board 
to  sanction  the  expenditure,  which  the 
Board  explained  tiiey  had  no  power  to 
do,  and,  as  the  account  was  not  pud, 
M<rovem  served  the  Guardians  with  a 
Civil  Bill  for  the  amount.  The  Guardians 
decided  not  to  defend  the  process,  and 
judgment  went  agninst  them  accordingly 
by  tlefault.  The  Attorney  General  has 
granted  his  fiat  for  the  proceedings  which 
are  now  being  taken  in  the  Superior 
Court. 

PRISON  VIStTINtJ  COSIMITTEES. 
Mb.  E.  H.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  will  include  in  future  reports 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Prisons  and 
Directors  of  Convict  Prisons  a  return  of 
the  number  of  meetings  held  and  visits 
paid  by  the  Visiting  Committee  of  each 
prison  (including  convict  prisons),  in  a 
form  similar  to  that  which  has  for 
many  years  been  given  in  the  reports  of 
the  General  Prisons  Board  for  Irdand 
as  regards  Irish  prisons  1 

•Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY: 
Tliere  are  of  course  no  Visiting  Com- 
mittees at  the  convict  prisons ;  but  I 
see  no  objection  to  including  in  future 
reports  a  return  of  the  meetings  and 
visits  of  the  Visiting  Citmmittees  of  local 
prisons,  and  of  the  visitors  of  canvict 
prisons,  and  have  given  directions 
accordingly. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  Thank  you. 
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to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1) 


PRISON  OFFICERS'  INSTRUCTION. 
Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  o£  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (1)  whether  the  first  train- 
ing school  for  prison  ofhcera  was  started 
at  Chelmsford  on  the  1st  October,  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  announced  in 
the  last  report  of  the  Prison  Com- 
missioners ;  and  (2)  if  so,  what  is  the 
number  of  officers  now  going  through  a 
course  of  instruction  % 
•Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY 
said  the  answer  to  the  first  part  dt  the 
question  is — Yes;  to  the  second — Sixteen. 


KOYAL  IlilSH  CONSTAlirLAltY. 
Mr.  JAMES  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  whether 
atiy  large  reduction  in  the  Constabulary 
Force  in  Ireland  is  contemplated  by 
the  Government ;  and  (2)  whether  he 
can  state  how  many  Divisional  Comrois- 
tiioneni  or  Resident  Magistrates  are  to  be 
diseniployed,  and  to  what  extent  the 
"lower  gituios  of  the  force  are  to  be 
I'educed  t 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  DANE  (Fer- 
managh, N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  nature 
of  the  contemplated  reduction  in  the 
strength  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
Force,  and  the  anticipated  saving  in  the 
annual  expenditure  Uiereby  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  It  is 
proposed  to  effect  a  considerable  redac- 
tion in  the  strength  of  the  Royal  Jrish 
Constabulary  by  allowing  the  force  to 
waste  down,  through  retirements  and  the 
stoppage  of  recruiting,  by  605  men,  after 
which  the  strength  of  the  force  will  stand 
at  10,830.  The  gross  reduction  to  be 
effected  on  the  Constabulary  Vote  during 
the  next  financial  year  is  estimated  at 
X39,000,  but  against  this  there  is  an 
increase  under  the  head  of  Pensions  of 
XI8,000.  The  ultimate  saving  arising 
out  of  the  proposed  reduction  is  o>itimated 
at  £60,000  per  annum.  As  regards  the 
-  second  paragraph  of  the  question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Monaghan,  there 
are  no  proposals  at  present  under  con- 
sideration for  a  diminution  of  the  num- 
ber of  Divisional  Commissioners  or 
Resident  Magistrates. 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUOH  (Ix-itrim, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 


whether  the  coat  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary has  increased  from  lOfd.  per 
head  of  the  population  in  1836  to  6a.  4d» 
per  head  in  1895;  (2)  how  many  extra 
police  are  at  present  maintained  at  the 
Dep6t,  Dublin,  and  what  was  the  cost  of 
same  in  the  last  financial  year  ;  and  (3) 
will  he,  in  view  of  the  peaceful  condition 
of  Ireland,  consider  the  advisability  of 
reducing  the  strength  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabularly  force,  and  ap[dying  the 
moneys  whi(^  might  be  saved  by  the 
reductioa  to  the  material  improvement 
of  Ireland  % 

Mil.  GERALD  RALFOUR:  The 
figures  quoted  in  tlie  first  paragraph  of 
the  Question  are  approximately  correct. 
There  are  no  extra  police  employed  at 
the  Dep6t.  The  force  there  consists  of 
men  of  the  reserve  and  of  recruits  in 
training  for  vacancies  in  the  country, 
and  these  men,  financially,  form  part  qf 
the  Constabulary  Force  at  large.  The 
suggestirn  in  the  third  paragraph  forms 
pait  of  a  large  question  on  which  the  liou. 
MembfTwill  hardly  expect  me  to  cxpresB 
an  opinion  at  prudent. 


Ma.W.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) : 
I  l»eg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  four  of  the  former  crew  of  the 
Puffin  are  still  alive,  the  master,  lamp- 
lighter, and  two  men,  they  will  be 
utilised  as  witnesses  in  the  public  inquiry 
as  to  the  history  and  condition  of  the 
lightship,  irrespective  of  her  being  raised 
or  not  1 

*The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  Croy- 
don) :  When  I  answered  the  supplemen- 
tary Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  City  on  Monday  I  was  not  aware 
of  the  facts  referred  to  in  the  hon. 
Member's  Question.  Under  those  circum- 
stances the  Inquiry  will  proceed  irre- 
spective of  tlie  raising  oS.  the  lightship. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Ci»rk,  E.) :  T 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Boaid  of 
Trade  if  he  is  in  a  position  to  say  what 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  relatives 
of  the  men  lost  by  Uie  foundering  erf  the 
lightship  Pt\ffin  ? 

*Mb.  RITCHIE :  Yes,  Sir.  The  list 
is  too  long  to  read,  but  I  shall  be  happy 
to  hand  the  hon.  Member  a  copy. 
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LAND  CUUAtmSIUN 
(COUNTY  LETTRIM). 

Mn.  PATRICK  M'HXIOH :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  sitting  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission had  been  fixed  for  the  4th 
December  last  at  Manorhamilton,  County 
Leitrim,  but  that  on  the  3rd  December 
Mr.  H.  P.  Ringwood  wired  from  Morri- 
son's Hotel,  Dublin,  to  Michael  M<Gold- 
rick,  of  Ghurteen,  DrumnacroBs,  and  six 
other  formers  informing  them  that  the 
sittinff  had  been  indefinitely  postponed ; 
by  whose  authority  was  the  sitting 
indefinitely  postponed  ;  will  he  see  that 
those  farmers  who  had  arranged  for  .the 
hearing  of  their  coses  on  the  day  fixed 
.  will  be  compensated  for  the  loss  tliey 
have  sustained  by  the  postponement ; 
and  have  the  cases  of  Michael  M'tiold- 
rick  and  the  others  been  heard  yet ;  and, 
if  not,  when  will  they  be  heard  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  The 
sitting  referred  to  in  the  Question  was 
arranged  for  the  4th  ult.  as  stated.  In- 
Btructiuns  were  issued  by  the  Irish  Land 
Commission  to  the  Sub-Commissioners 
not  to  hear  more  cases  than  would  occupy 
them  and  could  l)e  disposed  of  up  U) 
Christmas,  as,  owing  to  the  appointmtsnt 
of  a  number  of  new  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners, the  constitution  of  the  different 
Sub-Commissions  to  take  up  work  after 
Christmas  had  to  be  recast.  In  conse- 
quence ci  this  direction  Mr.  Bingwood 
had  to  notify  tJie  postponement  of  the 
cases  referred  to.  A  necessary  adjoum- 
mont  8u<^  as  took  place  in  this  case  does 
not  appear  to  afford  a  reason  for  com- 
pensation. The  cases  have  not  yet  been 
heard,  but  will  be  probably  heard  early 
in  March. 


ERASMUS  SMITH  SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  r  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Ixmi  Lieutenant  of  Irdand  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
in  the  draft  scheme  for  the  educational 
endowments  founded  by  Erasmus  Smith, 
published  14th  May  1892  (Seventh 
Schedule,  page  38),  the  gross  rental  of 
the  estates  is  given  aa  £9,109  7s.  5d., 
and  that  the  Governors  invested  in 
Government  stock  £14,679  Ss.  2d. ; 
allowing  for  interest  on  this  in- 
vestoient,  what  lias  caused  the  differ- 


ence of  £1,&31  between  the  gruss 
income  of  1891  and  tiie  alleged  gross 
income  of  1896 ;  did  the  Vice  Chan- 
cellor (Report  1885-6,  page  102)  give 
the  gross  rental  as  £10,014  at  a  time 
when  judicial  rents  had  been  fixed  on 
most  of  the  Erasmus  Smith  estates  ;  and 
how,  then,  is  the  difference  between  the 
£10,014  gross  rental  in  1885  and  £9,109 
gross  rental  in  1891  explained  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  have 
called  for  a  report  on  this  question,  and 
hope  to  have  it  by  Monday  next. 

BKITIKH  SOUTH  AFRICA  COMPANY. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derby- 
shire, Chesterfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  has 
approved  the  arrangement  announced  by 
Earl  Grey  in  a  report  to  the  British 
South  Africa  Company,  dated  i6th 
October,  for  paying  certain  indunas  in 
Matabeleland  a  siUary  of  £6  a  month 
each  in  conuderation  of  their  assisting 
tlie  Native  Commissioners  to  maintain 
order  in  their  several  districts,  and  par- 
ticularly to  collect  hut-tax  and  obtain 
lalwur  for  tlie  mine-s ;  and  whether, 
before  the  proposed  new  rules  for  the 
collection  of  hut-tax  are  sanctioned,  ho 
will  satisfy  himself  that  they  do  not 
afford  opportunities  for  extortion  and  a 
modified  form  of  slavery  1 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Tho 
arrangement  referred  to  has  not  yet 
been  approred.  Lord  Grey  has  been  in- 
formed that  any  settlement  of  a  per- 
manent character,  including  such  arrange- 
ments, will  have  to  be  fully  considered 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  I  shall, 
of  course,  satisfy  myself  that  the  new 
policy  does  not  lend  itself  to  extortion  or 
to  a  modified  form  of  slavery.  [Ckeert.'] 


8TIPENDIARV  MAGISTRATES 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  liord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 

Rtat«  the  number  of  stipendiary  magis- 
trates now  employed  in  Ireland  ;  what 
was  the  cost  of  the  last  financial  year ; 
and,  are  the  appointments  of  tho^se 
magistrates  permanent ;  and,  if  not,  will 
he  consider  the  advisability  of  abolishing 
the  office  of  stipendiary  magistrates  in 
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Ireland,  or,  at  least,  of  substaatiaUy 
reducing  tlie  expenditure  on  that  class 
of  public  servants  1 

Mr.  GEBXLD  BALFOUR:  The 
number  of  resident  ^gistrates  now 
employed  in  Ireland  is  69,  and  the  total 
expenditure  on  this  serrioe  in  the  finan- 
di^  year  ended  March31, 1896,amounted 
to  X47,466.  This  sum  was  inclusive  of 
salarieSt  allowancai,  and  travelling  ex- 
penses. These  magistrates  are  perma- 
nent Civil  servants. 

TENANTS  APPLICATION  FOR 
-HKIN STATEMENT  (COUNTY  CAKLOW). 

Mr.  JOHN  HAMMOND  (Carlow)': 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
in  the  case  of  Michael  Waters,  tenant, 
D.  Pack  Bei^ford,  landloid  (No.  19, 
Carlow),  in  which  an  application  for 
reinstatement  was  lodged  by  the  evicted 
tenant  with  the  Land  Commission,  any 
and  what  grounds  were  assigned  by  the 
landlord  for  withholding  his  consent  to 
reiiLstatt-mpnt? 

Mit.  CEKALn  BALFOUB:  The 
landlord  in  his  objection  did  nut  stnte 
the  grounds  upon  which  he  withheld  his 
consent. 


ILLEGAL  TRAWLING. 

Mh.  D.  N.  NICOL  (Argyll) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  tlie 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  has  been 
able  to  make  definite  arrangements  for 
the  protection  of  line  fishermen  from  the 
depredations  of  beam  trawlers  on  the 
coast  of  Scotland  1 
*Thk  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr. 
Qraham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  am  now 
able  to  inform  my  hon.  Friend  that  the 
matter  has  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Government,  and  that  it  has  been 
decided  to  make  additional  provision  for 
this  service. 

Mr.  J.  G.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cro- 
marty):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
(])  whether  the  negotiations  which  have 
been  in  progress  during  the  last  few 
muntlia  between  the  Scottish  Office  and 
other  Departments  in  regard  to  the 
([uestiou  of  a  more  effective  sea  police 
around  the  coast  of  Scotland  are  not 
sufliuiuutly    aJvuuceil   tu   enab'.e  Her 

Mr.  P,  M'lhigh. 


Majesty's  Government  to  announce  the 
policy  which  it  proposes  to  adopt  in  order 
to  protect  the  interests  of  line  fishermen 
against  the  depredations  of  trawlers; 
(3)  whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  re- 
commended that  hne  fishermen  should 
assist  t^e  Government  in  bringing  to 
justice  persons  engaged  in  illegal  trawl- 
ing, he  is  aware  that  a  fine  of  5s.  was 
imposed  on  each  of  the  crew  of  the  steam 
trawler  Amy  Gertrude^  of  North  Shields, 
for  assault,  and  l^at  when  detected  in 
illegal  trawling  in  Lochbattle,  Skye,  on 
the  31st  October  last,  by  the  fishing  boat 
Janet,  of  Flockton,  they  assaulted  the 
fishing  boat's  crew  with  stones  and  an 
iron  bar,  and  attempted  to  run  her 
down  ;  and  (3)  whether  he  is  aware  tJiat 
the  trawler's  number  was  concealed,  and 
that  this  ofience  was  not  punished  by  the 
Court? 

*The  LOUD  ADVOCATE  :  To  the 
first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  question 
I  have  alreatly  replied.  As  regwtis  the 
second,  a  fine  of  5h.  for  assault  was  im- 
posed on  each  of  the  crew  of  the  trawler 
referred  to.  On  consideration  ot  the 
precognitions,  it  a|q>eared  to  the  prose- 
cutor that  the  evidence  was  insufficient 
to  prove  concealment  of  the  number; 
and  this  charge  accordingly  was  not 
made. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
requested  tiie  aasistanoe  of  the  Hne  fisbei> 
men  <^  Scotland  to  catch  and  identify 
persons  engaged  in  illegal  trawling,  it  is 
proposed  to  reward  the  master  and  crew 
of  the  fishing  boat  Janet,  of  Flockton, 
Koss-Khire,  who,  at  the  imminent  risk  of 
their  lives,  were  recently  instrumental  in 
obtaining  a  conviction  against  the  master 
and  crew  of  the  steam  trawler  Amy 
G^trude,  of  North  Shields,  for  ille^ 
trawling  in  Lochbattle,  Skye,  on  the 
3Ut  October  lasti 

*TaE  LORD  ADVOCATE :  As  the 
hon.  Member  is  awaro  it  is  not  the  prac- 
tice to  offer  pecuniary  rewards  to  such 
members  of  the  public  as  assist  to  bring 
delinquents  to  justice,  and  there  are  no 
specif  reasons  to  make  an  exoeption  in. 
the  present  case. 
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COLUSION  AT  SEA 
(H.M.  GUNBOAT  "LANDRAIL"  AND 
8.8.  "SIREN.") 

Mb.  J.  GILHOOLY  {Cork,  Co.,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty whether  tiie  GoTenunent  will 
compensate  John  Sullivan  and  the  other 
members  of  the  crew  of  the  Siren  for 
the  loss  of  their  property  on  the  occasion 
of  that  ship  being  negligently  run  into 
and  sunk  by  Her  Majesty's  gunboat 
Landrail  Ifut  July  when  making  for 
Portland  Harbour  1 

Thr  first  lord  of  thb  ADMI- 
RALTY :  The  Admiralty  are  under  no 
legal  obligation  to  pay  compensation  for 
damage  nr  lo6a  occasioned  by  collision 
vith  H.M.  ships,  but  as  an  act  of  grace, 
they  have  obtained  the  oonaent  cl  the 
Treasury  to  compensate  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Siren  in  respect  of  the  proved 
loss  of  their  kits.  The  detailed  claims 
rendered  by  them  are  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  AfT. 
Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington, 
S.) :  I  bes  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  prepared 
to  move  or  support  a  proposal  fur  a  Select 
Committee  to  consider  the  operation  and 
effects  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  % 
♦Mb.  RITCHIE :  Yes,  Sir ;  X  am  pre- 
pared to  assent  to  such  a  proposal  if 
made  by  my  hon.  Friend  % 

VACCINATION  (ROYAL  COMMISSION.) 

Me.  J.  W.  LOQAN  (Leicester,  Har- 
boroi^h) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Looil  Government  Board  if  it  is 
proposed  to  publish  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Vac- 
cination during  the  autumn  of  1891 
and  in  1892  and  1893,  also  the  Reporte 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners  on  small-pox 
epidemics  since  1891 ;  and,  when  it  is 
probable  such  documents  will  reach  the 
hands  of  Members  1 

Mr.T,  W.  RUSSELL:  I  have  made 
inquiry  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Vaocinatdoa  and  have  been  informed 

that  acme  of  the  Reports  in  question  will 
be  issued  almost  immediately  and  that 
all  are  in  tiie  hands  of  the  printers. 

IRISH  MILITIA. 
Mr.  F.  a.  0'KEEFFE(Lunerict) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Undersecretary  of  State 
for  War  if,  regarding  the  statement  of  the 


War  Authorities  that  it  is  their  intention 
to  send  five  r^ments  of  Irish  Militia  to 
England  this  year  for  military  training, 
he  will  consider  the  question  as  an 
equivalent  of  dispatching  a  similar  num- 
ber of  English  Militia  regiments  to 
Ireland  for  tbe  same  purpose  1 
♦Thr  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
TUB  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham.  S.) :  The  only 
regiments  of  Irish  militia  brought  to 
England  for  their  training  are  artillery 
regiments,  which  are  trained  in  the 
fortresses  they  would  be  required  to 
garrison  in  case  of  war.  There  are  no 
corresponding  reasons  for  sending  Eng- 
lish militia  to  Ireland. 


KING  PllEMPEH. 
Mb.  MICHAEL  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  Prempeh,  late 
King  of  Ashanti,  has  memorialised  the 
Colonial  Office,  asking  for  the  canning 
out  of  promises  made  to  him  by  British 
ofhcers  previous  to  the  late  expedition 
to  Kumassi,  to  the  rfiect  that  if  no 
resistance  was  <)ff"ered  the  matter  wuuld 
be  settled  amicably ;  whether  Prempeh 
gave  assurances  that  he  would  make  full 
submission  and  accept  the  British  terms, 
and  pay  the  indemnity  demanded  of  him 
in  due  course,  if  a  reasonable  time  were 
allowed ;  whether  any  resistance  what- 
ever was  offered  to  the  advance  of  the 
British  troops  by  Prempeh  or  his  chiefs, 
who  had  made  proclamation  throughout 
the  King's  territory  that  all  weapons 
should  be  removed  to  the  interior,  and 
that  no  opposition  should  be  offered  to 
the  expedition ;  will  he  explain  why, 
after  these  assurances,  the  King  was 
deposed  and  made  prisoner  along  with 
several  of  his  chiefs,  and  the  British 
soldiers  who  had  been  permitted  to 
march  without  resistance  to  Kumassi 
afterwards  looted  the  King's  house  and 
dug  up  the  graves  of  dead  chiefs  in 
search  of  treasure ;  and,  whether  he  will 
lay  a  copy  of  Frempeh's  petition  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  1 
I  Mr.  J.  CHAM  BERLAIN  :  A  petition 
I  signed  by  Prempeh  has  been  received, 
but  the  statements  contained  in  it  ma- 
terially misrepresent  the  facts.  In 
'  December  1895  and  January  1896, 
I  while  the  expedition  was  on  its  way  to 
Kumassi,  the  Governor  of  the  Gold 
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Coiuit  Bsnt  measa^  requiring  Frempeh 
to  make  full  submission  and  to  pay  the 
cost  of  the  expedition  ;  no  promise,  how- 
ever, was  then  made  by  Prempeh  to  pay 
tliis  indemnity,  and  no  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  statement  made  in  his 
petition  that  he  would  pay  it  if  a  reason- 
able time  were  allowed.  Ko  resistance 
was  offered  at  Kumassi,  but  the  GoTemor 
rec^Ted  no  message  rnxMting  the  re- 
moval of  all  weapons.  Sir  W.  Maxwell 
r^Knrted,  however,  tiiat  in  October  1895, 
messengOTB  from  Kumassi  arrived  in 
Samory*B  camp  who  invited  him  to  help 
Prempeh  "  to  recover  all  countries  from 
the  coast  to  Uaman  which  formerly 
belonged  to  Ashanti."  I  dare  say 
the  hon.  Member  knows  that  Samory 
is  a  powerful  chief  who  has  been 
slave-raiding  in  the  Hinterland.  On 
December  25th,  Uie  King  of  Bekwai  in- 
formed us  that  although  he  had  pressed 
Frranpeh  to  comply  with  the  demands  of 
the  British  Government  the  latter  had 
refused,  and  the  reports  from  ot^er 
chieh  proved  the  constant  aim  of 
Pi-empeh  to  have  been  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  old  limits  of  Ashauti  with 
its  necesHary  consoquencey  of  slave-raid- 
ing and  human  sacrifices.  The  deporta- 
tion of  Prempeh  was  under  the  circum- 
stances necessary,  and  without  it  the 
.expedition  could  not  liave  realised  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  intended.  The 
articles  found  in  the  King's  house  were 
taken  possession  of  by  the  officer  com- 
manding the  expeditionary  force,  and 
have  been  fully  described  and  accounted 
for.  Further  papers  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  Ashanti  wilt  be  laid  before 
Parliament,  and  Prempeh's  petition  will 
be  included. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  May  I  aak  whether 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  has  received 
newspapers  from  the  Gold  Coast  written 
by  EUiglishroen  confirming  all  the  state- 
ments made  in  the  petition  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  Sir; 
but  even  if  I  had,  I  should  not  take 
ex  parte  and  anonymous  statements  as 
being  evidence  against  the  statement  of 
the  Governor.  [Cheers.^ 


TRANSVAAL  KAIB. 

Mh.  H.  O.  ARNOLD  rFORSTER 
(Belfast,  W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  copies  of  the 
R^urt  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed 

Mr.  J.  Chan^m'lain, 


by  the  Cape  Fariiament  to  inquire  into 
the  Transvaal  Raid  can  be  obtained  at 
the  Vote  Office ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  will  make  arrangements  for  the  supply 
of  copies  to  hon.  Members  on  tiieir 
application  \ 

Mr.  chamberlain  :  Copies  of 
the  Report  and  oi  one  of  the  appendices 
containing  the  principal  telegrams  can 
be  Bup^i^  to  the  Iran.  Member  from  the 
Colonial  Office,  on  his  application,  bat 
the  evidence  has  not  been  reprinted  in 
this  country.  The  Cape  Parliamentary 
paper  is,  however,  on  sale  by  Simpkin, 
Marshall  and  Company,  Limited.  It  is 
a  volume  of  760  pages. 


CRIJIEAN  AITTERAN  (JOHN  BRENNAN). 

Mr.  jasper  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  destitute  condi- 
tion of  a  Crimean  veteran  named  John 
Brennan,  of  Boyle,  formerly  a  private  in 
the  41st  Regiment,  who  was  wounded 
in  the  atttvck  on  Sebaatopol ;  and  whether 
he  would  recommend  that  an  additional 
grant  be  made  to  him  from  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  destitute  war  veterans  1 

*Mr.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  :  Yes, 
Sir.  The  hon.  Member  has  liiniHelf 
directed  my  attention  on  two  previous 
occasions  to  this  man's  casa  I  can  only 
repeat  that  there  is  no  record  of  his 
having  been  wounded  while  in  the  Army, 
and  that  his  short  service  of  only  two 
and-a-haU  years  does  not  qualify  him 
for  a  special  oampaign  pension. 


ARMY  PENSION  (JOHN  KELLY). 

Mr.  TULLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether 
the  authorities  have  received  a  memorial 
signed  by  the  local  magistrates  and 
clergymen  praying  that  an  increase  of 
pension  be  granted  to  a  wounded  soldier 
named  John  Kelly,  of  Ballindoon,  county 
Sligo,  who  when  serving  with  the  Con- 
naught  Rangers  in  the  Kaffir  War  in 
1875,  had  one  of  his  legs  shot  away, 
and  who  is  now  unable  to  support  him- 
self, his  wife,  and  eight  children  on  the 
small  pension  which  he  was  granted  ; 
and  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
he  will  recommend  an  increase  of  pension, 
to  this  man  1 
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*Mh.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  John 
Kelly  made  an  application  to  the  Com- 
missioners  of  Ghdsea  Hospital,  and  they 
have  raised  his  pension  from  Is.  to  Is.  6d. 
a  day  in  oonseqvenoe  of  increased  disa- 
bility arising  from  the  original  oanse  of 
his  discharge. 

Mr.  HUDSON  KEARLEY  (Devon- 
port)  :  May  I  ask  vhether  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware  that  the  recent  Com- 
mittee which  inquired  into  the  afiairs  of 
the  Patriotic  Fund  ascertained  that  there 
ia  a  surplus  available  for  such  purposes 
as  Uiese,  amounting  to  a  quarter  of  a 
million  (rf  money. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order  !  That  ques- 
tion does  not  arise  out  of  the  question  on 
the  paper. 

DISTRESS  (WEST  OF  IRELAND). 
Mb.  D.  CRTLLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Jjieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  yet  to 
hand  ;  the  Report  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Innpectur  who  has  Ijeen 
inquiring  into  the  extent  of  the  diHtrcss 
at  present  e:(tHtiiig  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land ;  if  he  has  so  received  the  Report, 
can  he  state  the  conclusion  arrived  at  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  people  living  in 
the  unions  of  Belmullet,  KillaUs  and 
BalHna ;  and  if  he  has  not  as  yet  received 
.the  Report  in  qtwstion,  can  he  say  when 
he  expects  to  receive  it  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
Report  referred  to  is  not  a  Report  from 
the  Poor  Law  Inspector  in  charge  of 
these  districte,  but  from  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Local  Government 
Board  who  was  directed  to  make  a  special 
inquiry.  I  expect  to  receive  his  Report 
in  the  course  ck  a  day  or  two. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND). 
Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  tlie  net  ex- 
penditure as  shown  in  the  Sixty-fourth 
annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  from  which  it 
appears  that,  while  a  decrease  in  ex- 
penditure in  Class  I.,  Public  Works  and 
Railways,  to  the  amount  of  £52,390  is 
shown,  au  increase  in  Class  II.,  Public 
Works  Office,  of  £728  is  likewise  given 
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on  comparing  the  expenditure  in  1894-5 
with  1895-6 :  and,  whether  it  is  a  rule 
in  the  Irish  Office  of  Works  that  officials 
should  obtain  more  pay  when  there  is 
shown  to  be  a  substantial  falling  ofE  in 
moneys  voted  for  Public  Works  services? 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Owing  to  the 
gradual  completion  of  railway  schemes 
under  the  Act  of  1889,  there  was  a  re- 
duction of  expenditure  in  1895-96  of 
£62,390  as  compared  with  1894-95. 
Moneys  are  provided  for  public  services 
from  other  sources  in  addition  to  Votes, 
and  the  total  payments  by  the  Board  of 
Works  for  1895-6,  show  an  increase  of 
£39,405  over  1894-5,  and  their  receipts 
an  increase  of  £7,142.  On  the  31st 
March  1896,  there  were  nearly  3,000 
more  loan  accounts  open  in  the  books  of 
the  Board  than  on  the  Slst  March  1895. 
The  increase  in  the  Vote,  for  the  Board 
of  Works  for  1895-6  is  partly  due  to 
automatic  increments  of  salary,  partly  to 
increased  provision  for  profeusional  ser- 
vices, chiefly  those  of  engineers  and 
architects,  and  to  increased  travelling  to 
expedite  the  inspection  and  reports  on 
works  and  loans. 


KILCREA  ABBEY  (COUNTY  CORK). 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
<A  Ireland  whether  any  steps  will  be 
taken  to  carry  out  the  work  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  Kilcrea  Abbey, 
county  Cork  ;  and,  why  the  Report  on 
the  state  of  this  national  and  ancient 
monument  is  given  under  head  4  as  being 
a  ruin  vested  and  repaired  in  Appendix 
H  to  the  Sixty-fourth  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  Ireland, 
it  being  stated  under  sub-head  10  that 
further  works  must  be  held  over  for  the 
present  1 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Periodical  inspec- 
tions are  made  of  structures  of  this 
character  which  arn  vested  in  the  Board 
of  Works,  and  the  last  Report  represents 
the  ruins  as  being  in  a  fair  state  of  pre- 
servation. If,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
next  inspection,  works  of  preservation 
are  found  necessary,  they  will  be  executed. 
The  Report  is  given  under  head  4  (ruins 
vested  and  repaired)  becausesubsequently 
to  the  date  of  vesting  works  were  carried 
out  at  the  structure. 
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RAILWAYS  (MID-CORK). 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lota  Lieatenant 
(tf  Treland  if  Bioj  further  developmenta 
have  t^en  place  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  extensions  of  either  of  the  lines 
of  railway  in  Mid-Cork  from  Peak  or 
Macroom  to  Ballyvourney ;  and,  if  so, 
what  financial  assistanoe  will  be  given  by 
GoTemment,  and  under  what  terms  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
proposed  lines  hare  been  considered  by 
the  Oovemment,  but  I  cannot  hold  out 
any  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  advise 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  certify  either 
scheme  under  the  first  clause  of  the  Act 
of  last  year. 

IRISH  MAIL  HERVTCE. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
Genera],  if  he  will  state  in  what  respect 
the  time  table  for  the  new  Irish  mail 
service  as  now  fixed  differs  from  that 
announced  by  the  Postmaster  General 
last  year  ;  and  if  he  will  give  the  hour 
of  arrival  and  departure  respectively 
from  Kingstown  instead  of  Dublin  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  As  it  would  be 
very  difiicult  in  answering  a  question  to 
state  all  the  hours  contained  in  the 
various  time  tables,  I  will  lay  on  the 
Table  a  statement  showing — (I)  the 
present  hours ;  (2)  the  hours  proposed 
to  be  fixed  last  year;  (3)  the  hours 
now  decided  on.  The  table  shall  show 
the  hours  at  Kingstown  as  wdl  as  at 
Dublin. 


TRUNK  TEI-EPHONE  LINE 
(CORK  AND  DUBLIN). 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Tre^wury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  the  intentioin  of  the  Post  Office 
to  construct  a  trunk  telephone  line 
l>etween  Cork  and  Dublin,  announced 
last  year,  has  been  carried  out ,-  and  if 
not.  what  the  cause  of  the  delay  is  ? 

Mr.  UANBUKY  :  The  conatruction 
of  the  trunk  telephone  line  from  Dublin 
to  Cork  and  Limerick  is  in  progre^  and 
the  work  will  be  pushed  on  with  all 
reasonable  speed.  The  Postmaster 
General  is  not  aware  that  any  delay  has 
taken  place. 


WEST  INDIAN  COLONIES  (CABLE). 

SiB  GEORGE  BADEK-POWELL : 
I  to  ask   the   Secretary  to  the 

Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the 
benefits  which  such  a  connection  would 
confer  on  the  development  of  our  West 
Indian  Colonies,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  come  to  any  conclusion  with 
reference  to  the  continuation  to  the 
British  West  Indian  Colonies  of  the 
telegraphic  cable  communication  frwn 
Halifax  to  Bermuda  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
matter  is  engaging  the  active  attention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

PARISH  COUNCIL  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  H.  C.  F.  LUTTRELL  (Devon, 
Tavistock) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  Uiat  the  effect  of  the  new 
orders  issued  for  the  holding  of  parish 
council  elections  will  be  to  render 
ineligible  for  election  on  I8th  March  all 
those  who  have  entered  into  residence  on 
25th  March  1896,  25tlt  March  being 
the  day  upon  which  must  people  in  rural 
districts  enter  into  retudenoe ;  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  have  this  disquali- 
fication removed  ;  and  whether  he  will 
remove  the  new  difficulty  which  the 
orders  place  in  the  way  of  electors  who 
may  desire  a  poll  1 

Mr.  T.  W.  R  [73SELL :  Having  regard 
to  the  statutory  provisions  as  to  Ute  first 
meeting  of  a  parish  council  after  their 
election  and  the  notice  required  to  he 

given  of  such  meeting,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  obliged  to  fix  a  date 
earlier  than  25th  March  for  the  meeting 
for  the  election  of  parish  councillors,  so 
as  to  admit  of  the  requisite  time  being 
given  for  the  different  proceedings  in  the 
case  of  a  poll  being  demanded.  The 
difficulty  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
alludeH  could  only  he  removed  by  legisla- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  questitm  as  to 
the  demand  of  a  poll,  the  position  of  tiie 
Board  in  this  matter  is  that  tiiey  have 
not  themselves  in  their  order  made  any 
provision  on  the  subject,  but  have  left 
the  question  to  the  operation  the 
statute  itself. 
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i  chw^wble  on  the  rates  of  such  parish ; 
and  (3)  if  he  can  see  his  way  to  free 

the  rates  from  such  a  burden  by  extend- 


INJUBIES    TU  WORKtUEK 
(F0BEI6N  SHIPOWNERS). 

Mr.  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 
(Yorkshire,  Shipley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
Oient  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  recent  judgments  in  the  Port 
of  Hamburg  whereby  Hamburg  work- 
men, injured  by  the  allied  negligence 
of  a  British  shipownp,  recovered  damages 
with  the  alternative  (A  the  unrest  <A  snob 
British  shipowner  or  his  servants,  and 
their  punishment  orimindly ;  whether  tus 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that, 
under  the  English  Law  as  it  at  present 
stands,  a  British  workman  cannot  recover 
compensation  from  the  owner  resident 
abroiEtd  of  a  Foreign  ship,  although  such 
workman  may  have  been  injured  by  the 
negligence  of  such  owner  or  his  servants, 
and  although  such  Foreign  ship  may  be 
arrested  in  respect  of  claims  of  a 
different  character;  and  whether  the 
Government  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  introducing  into  the  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  of  Employment  increased 
protection  to  British  workpeople  from 
the  consequences  of  negligence  of  Foreign 
shipowners  or  their  officials  ? 

Sir  MATTHEW  white  RIDLEY: 
I  have  not  seen  the  judgments  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers,  but  I  will  com- 
municate with  the  Board  of  Trade  upon 
the  question  which  he  raises  and  which  I 
believe  is  also  being  brought  under  the 
oonsideration  the  House  by  a  private 
Member's  Bill. 


POOR  RELIEF  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  : 
X  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
intends  to  proceed  this  Session  with  the 
Bill  on  Poor  Relief  in  Ireland  which  was 
read  the  First  time  last  Session. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Yea, 
but  the  Bill  is  not  quite  ready,  as  I  wish 
to  introduce  some  changes  from  tlie  draft 
ctf  last  Session. 


ing  the  costs  of  chargeability  over  a 
wider  area  than  one  pariah  by  legislation 
or  otherwise  t 

*The  lord  ADVOCATE :  So  long 
aa  tlie  parish  system  is  retained,  cases  of 
hardship  of  the  kind  mentioned  by  my 
hon.  Friend  must  occasionally  occur,  hut 
will  tend  to  distribute  themselves  equally. 
I  may  point  out^  however,  that  so  far  as 
the  obligatirai  to  relieve  is  concerned} 
there  is  no  difference  between  an  alien 
lunatic  and  a  native  lunatic  without  a 
known  settlement.  In  reply  to  the 
second  part  of  the  Question,  the  occa- 
sional nature  of  the  case  complained  of 
is  a  sufficient  argument  against  making 
alterations  in  a  system  which  works  well. 


CAPE  COLONY  (SIR  J.  8IVEWRIGHT). 

Sir  ELLIS  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  had  given  notice  of 
the  following  Question  : — 

"  To  aak  the  Secretary  tA  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  hin  attention  has  been  called 
to  ft  Hppeoh  made  bv  Kir  Jamm  RirewriKht,  a 
Cape  SliniHter,  at  Woweater,  in  whii-h  Sir  J. 
Si  Ye  Wright  ntated  that  emissaries  from  the 
Tnuisvnjil  had  been  deliberately  stirring  up 
disloyalty  in  Cape  Colony ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  (lovemment  have  any  evidence  in 
proof  of  this  ohai^;  and,  if  (to,  what  action 
Her  Majesty's  Uovernment  propose  to  take  >  " 

The  hon.  Member  said  that  since  the 
Question  was  put  the  paper  he  had 
seen  a  statement  that  Sir  James  Sive- 
wright  had  given  a  different  version  of 
his  speech  from  that  given  in  the  papers 
at  first. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  pre- 
sume, therefore,  that  the  hon.  Member 
does  not  now  put  his  Question, 
[Laughter.'\ 

Mr.  LEONARD  COURTNEY  (Corn- 
wall, Bodmin) :  I  should  like  to  put  the 
Question.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  Is  my 
r^ht  hon.  friend  prepared  to  make  any 
statement  as  to  the  accuracy  or  inaccur- 
acy of  the  statement  referred  to  % 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  hon. 
Member  has  already  said  that  Sir  James 
Sivewright  has  himself  apparently  con- 
tradicted the  accuracy  of  the  statement 
imputed  to  him.    Under  these  circum- 


ALIEN  PAUPER  LUNATIC  (SCOTLAND). 

Sib  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
(1)  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
hardship  imposed  by  law  on  a  parish 

which  has  been  compelled  to  afford  relief  |  stwces  I  cannot  possibly  give  an  opinion 
to  an  alien  pauper  lunatic  becoming  as  to  what  might  hypothetically  have 
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been  said  by  Sir  James  Sivewright,  but 
what  Sir  James  Sivewright  himself  said 
he  did  not  say.  [Langhier.'] 

AGRICULTURAL  LAXD  BATING  BILL 
(IHELANfi). 

Mh.  T.  M.  HEAIiY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the'  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  when  the  Irish  Agricultural 
Bating  Bill  will  be  introduced  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  It  is 
not  proposed  to  introduce  an  Irish  Agri- 
cultural Rating  Bill. 

Mb.  VESEY  KNOX  (Londonderry) 
asked  to  what  purpose  Uie  money  allo- 
cated to  Ireland  was  to  be  appUed,  and 
whether  it  was  not  to  be  devoted  to 
relieving  the  rates  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  the 
money  would  not  be  applied  in  that 
manner. 

Mr.  KNOX  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to 
ascertain  the  views  of  the  Irish  Members 
before  giving  a  decision  % 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


AGRICULTURAL  BATES  ORPER. 

Mr.  PICKER8GILL  :  I  Iwg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  his  attention  has  l>eeu 
drawn  to  the  inconveniences  which  will 
result  from  compliance  with  Article  XA''. 
of  the  Agricultural  Rates  Order,  1896, 
and  in  particular  whether  the  form  of 
rate  applicable  to  q>ecial  sanitary  rates 
might  not  with  great  advantage  be 
adopted  in  lieu  of  the  form  given  in 
Schedule  Y  of  the  Order ;  and,  whether, 
in  agricultural  districts,  where  nearly 
every  assessment  contains  agricultural 
land,  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
object  to  complete  valuation  lists  being 
made  out  instead  of  supplementary  lists  ? 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  received  repre- 
sentations with  regard  to  the  first  and 
third  points  alluded  to  in  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green. 
As  regards  the  suggestion  that  the  form 
of  rate  applicable  to  special  sanitary  rates 
might  be  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  form 
given  in  Schedule  Y  of  the  Order,  I  may 
observe  that  no  form  of  special  sanitary 
rate  is  prescribed  either  by  Statute  or  by 
the  Onders  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.    I  infer,  however,  that  what  is 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 


suggesteH  is  that  instead  of  showing  the 
amount  of  the  rate  payable  at  a  reduced 
rate  in  the  £  in  the  case  of  agricul- 
tural land,  the  course  which  the  Public 
Health  Act  allows,  as  regards  t^e  sanitary 
rate,  c/t  showing  in  Uie  rate  the  rednoed 
rateable  value  should  be  adopted.  It  is 
not  considered  by  the  Board  that  the 
course  referred  to  would  bo  more  con- 
venient than  that  contemplated  by 
Schedule  Y  ;  and  fnrUier,  theAgricoltund 
Rates  Act  only  authorises  the  reduction 
of  the  rate  in  the  £>  and  not  of  the  rate- 
able value. 

SHUTTLE  GUARDS. 

Mb.  C.  E.  SCHWANN  (Manchester, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  c&  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether,  with 
reference  to  the  case  of  David  Pogson,  of 
Marndon,  who  died  from  the  effect  of  a 
blow  from  a  flying  shuttle  in  December 
last,  as  the  loom  was  a  fast  Dobcross 
loom,  known  as  a  70  to  80  pick  per 
minnte  loom  (as  was  shown  at  the 
Coroner's  inquest),  it  was  the  duty  (rf  the 
District  Inspector  to  have  insisted  on 
tho  looms  in  Messrs.  James  Crowther  and 
Sons'  mills,  in  which  the  accident  hap- 
pened, lieing  fenced  or  protected,  even 
prior  to  the  late  decision  of  the  Recorder 
uf  Blackburn  ;  and,  can  the  Homo 
Secretary,  with  the  aid  of  experts,  lay 
down  or  fix  a  limit  of  speed,  taking  into 
consideration  the  conditions  of  width  of 
loom,  etc.,  above  which  it  shall  be  com- 
pulsory on  all  millowners  in  trades  in 
which  shuttles  are  used  to  have  them 
efficiently  protected     guards  % 

SiB  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
I  am  satisfied  that  there  has  been  no 
neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
spector. The  use  of  shuttle  guards  has 
been  gradually  introduced  and  extended 
during  the  last  few  years,  until  the 
efforts  of  the  Inspectors  were  suspended 
by  the  Blackburn  decision,  now  reversed 
by  the  High  Court.  It  is  intended  now 
to  require  the  provision  of  these  goards 
whenever  serious  danger,  preventable  by 
their  use,  is  reasonably  anticipated ;  but 
I  have  no  power  to  lay  down  the  limit  of 
speed  which  shall  be  held  to  constitute 
danger,  even  if  it  were  possible  to  make 
any  rule. 
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UCENSED  PAWNBROKEBS  (IBELAND). 

Mr.  CBILLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  '  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  can  supplement  the  return 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  on 
Tuesday,  on  the  authority  of  the  City 
Marshal  of  Bublin,  by  giving  the  total 
number  of  licensed  pawnbrokers  in  the 
cities  and  towns  of  Ireland  named  in 
that  return ;  and  if  he  will  direct  that 
in  future  returns  the  number  of  licensed 
pawnbrokers  in  these  cities  and  towns 
will  be  given  in  addition  to  the  number 
of  pawn  tickets  issued  and  the  total 
sum  adranoed  to  borrowOTS  1 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
returns  referred  to  were  furnished  by 
the  City  Marshal  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  26  George  IIL,  cap.  43.  Section  41. 
and  Government  cannot  require  him  to 
include  any  information  in  these  returns 
in  addition  to  that  prescribed  by  Statute. 
There  would,  however,  be  no  objection 
to  granting  a  separate  return  showing 
the  number  of  lioensed  pawnbrokers  in 
the  dties  and  towns  in  Irdand  if  auch 
a  return  be  moved  for  by  the  hon. 
Member. 


MISSING  STEAMER 
("STATE  OF  GEOR(irA"). 

*Mr.  J.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.j  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  Admiralty  could  despatch 
one  oi  Her  Majesty's  ships  to  search  for. 
or  join  in  a  search  for,  the  British 
steamer  State  of  Georgiot  of  Aberdeen, 
which  is  now  about  20  days  over  due  at 
I^ova  Scotia,  to  which  she  was  bound, 
and  which  has.  in  the  opinion  of  com- 
petent seafaring  men,  probably  been 
caught  in  the  ice  fields  in  the  western 
part  of  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean,  whence 
she  might  still  be  rescued  were  help 
promptly  sent? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
BALTY:  The  whole  of  the  squadron 
on  the  North  American  station  is  now 
cruising  in  the  West  Indies,  more  than 
2,000  miles  distant  from  ibe  supposed 
position  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  Witii 
the  best  possible  disposition  to  render 
aid  in  such  circumstances,  it  is  clear  that 
timely  rescue  by  them  would  be  im- 
puesible,  Halifax,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  only  distant  from  500  to  600  miles, 
and  though  it  is  not  perhaps  for  me  to  make 
the  suggestion,  it  would  seem  that  the 


readiest  manner  of  ascertaining  the  facts 
as  regards  the  unfortunate  vessd,  render- 
ing help  if  not  too  late,  is  for  a  steamei 
to  be  chartered  at  Halifax  to  undertake 
the  search. 


UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION  OF  ROMAN 
CATHOLICS.  . 

Mr.  KNOX:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  with  reference  to 
his  speech  on  Friday  last,  whether  he 
will  direct  Her  Majesty's  representa- 
tives in  Austria,  Belgium,  and  Germany 
to  report  on  the  provifiion  made  for  the 
university  education  of  Roman  Catholics 
in  those  countries,  with  special  reference 
to  the  constitution  of  the  universities, 
the  amount  of  their  endowments,  and  the 
Purees  from  which  they  have  been 
derived,  and  the  numbcu'  of  persons 
receiving  university  education  in  propor- 
tion to  the  Catholic  population  1 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  think  the  subject  of  the  inquiry 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  is  one  of 
great  interest,  and  I  will  ask  the  authori- 
ties at  the  Foreign  Office  how  far  Her 
Majesty's  representatives  abroad  can 
ositLst  in  the  matter. 

*Mb.  LECKY  (Dublin  University) 
asked  whether  the  right  . hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  any  objection  to  extend  the 
inquiries  to  ouier  countries  in  Europe, 
America,  and  Australia  in  which  there 
are  large  Roman  Catholic  populations  ! 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  cannot  imagine  that  there 
would  be  any  objection  in  principle 
to  niy  hon.  friend's  proposal.  Of  course 
an  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  Colonies 
would  not  be  conducted  through  the 
Foreign  Office,  but  would  be  made 
through  the  Colonial  Office. 


aUEEN'S  EEIGN 
(TKEASON-FELONY  PRISONERS). 

Mr.  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord,  of  the  Trmsury  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  approaching  celebra- 
tion of  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  the 
accession  of  the  Queen  to  the  Throne,  the 
Government  will  consider  the  question  of 
recommending  to  Her  Majesty  to  sig- 
nalise that  commemoration  by  the  grant- 
ing of  an  amnesty  to  political  offenders 
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still  undergoing  terms  of  imprisonment 
under  the  Treason-felony  or  other  Acts? 

Thk  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  As  the  hon.  Member  is  aware, 
I  have  never  admitted  any  distinction 
between  persons  convicted  under  the 
Treason-felony  Act  or  the  Explosives 
Act  and  other  long-sentence  prisoners. 
[«  Hear."] 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
Augustus    Henry    Eden  Allhusen, 
esquire,  for  the  Borough  of  Salisbury. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  D  iT. 


LORD  PENRHYyS  QUARRIES. 

MOTION  FOR  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon, 
Arfon)  rose  to  ask  leave  to  move  the 
Adjournment  of  the  House  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  n  definite  matter  of 
uri^ent  public  importance — namely — 

"  the  lusa  and  privation  arising  from  the  dis- 
p(it«  Iwtween  employer  and  employed  in  the 
Penrhyn  quarrieB,  and  the  failure  of  tlie  efforts 
under  the  Conciliation  Act  to  terminate  the 
diipnte." 

*Mr.  speaker  asked  whether  it  was 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  that  leave 
should  be  given,  and  thereupon  the  whole 
of  the  Opposition  and  several  Unionist 
Members  rose  iu  their  places.  The  re- 
quisite assent  to  the  Motion  having  thus 
been  signified, 

Me.  W.  JONES  said  that  for  over  17 
weeks  the  dispute  at  the  Penrhyn  quar- 
ries bad  been  in  progress  and  about 
3,000  men  had  been  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment. The  dispute  hod  attracted 
considerable  attention  because  it  inTolred 
principles  which,  in  their  application, 
were  not  restricted  to  the  local  area  of 
Bethesda,  but  were  a  matter  of  grave 
national  concern.  [Cheers.]  It  arose, 
in  the  first  instance,  from  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  the  men  employed  with  regard 
to  some  of  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
their  employment.  Those  terms  had  to 
do  with  the  standard  rate  of  wages,  the 
system  of  large  contracts  and  sub-letking, 

Mr.  MacNeiU. 


and  the  conditions  under  which,  a  class 
of  imskiUed  workmen  worked.  The 
claim  of  the  men  with  r^ard  to  these 
were  a  rise  in  the  standard  rate  of  wages, 
a  minimum  wage  of  4b.  6d.  a  day ;  that 
lai^  contracts  should  be  abolished  ;  that 
contracts  should  be  confined  to  ordinary 
baigains,  that  they  should  be  diminished 
in  number  and  limited  to  monthly  bar* 
gains.  Their  claims  were  formulated  by 
a  qtiarry  committee,  and  .this  committee 
was  a  very  important  element  indeed  in 
tha  dispute).  The  committee  consisted  of 
delegates  elected  by  the  men  working  in 
the  various  galleries,  and  formed  a  sort  of 
executive  of  the  men.  The  important 
clwm  of  the  men  was  the  recognition  of 
this  committee  or  any  form  of  combina- 
tion for  protective  ptirposes  among  the 
men  whereby  the  negotiations  could  be 
carried  on.  This  committee  had  never 
been  rect^ised  by  Lord  Penrhyn.  [Somft 
Ministerial  eheer».]  The  question  of 
wages,  of  contracts,  and  of  sub-letting  had 
become  subeidiaiy  ones  to  thia— -the 
right  of  combination  among  the  quarry- 
men  and  the  right  to  have  access  to 
their  chosen  spokesmen.  This  right  had 
been  jiersistently  denied  them.  The 
men  met  at  Bethesda  and  passed  the 
following  resolution :  — 

"That  we  are  of  opinion  that  u  workmen 
anxious  to  bring  the  present  difference  between 
us  and  our  employer,  if  potfsible,  to  a  peaceful 
settlement,  it  ia  our  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  tlie  Board  of  Trade  to  the  matter,  and  to 
ask  for  tlieir  intervention  under  the  provinoiii 
of  the  Conciliation  Act  of  August,  1S96." 

The  workmen  might  be  perfectly  right, 
or  they  might  be  perfectly  wrong — per- 
sonally he  l>elieved  they  were  iu  the 
right — but  they  were  eager  and  willing 
to  submit  their  whole  case  for  inquiry  to 
the  Board  of  Trade.  [Cheert.]  On  Sep- 
tember 28,  71  men  were  suspended,  in- 
cluding the  whole  of  the  members  of 
the  quarry  committee,  and  15  other  men 
who  had  first  opened  up  some  of  the 
ffrievances  and  enabled  the  committee  to 
show  that  these  grievances  did  exist. 
The  same  day  the  men  met  and  resolved 
to  support  their  committee,  and  to  ceaae 
working  until  they  were  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  explanation  of  this  action 
on  the  part  of  the  management.  On  the 
following  day,  in  spite  of  the  men's 
resolution  and  although  the  manager 
had  actually  received  a  copy  of  it,  an 
effort  was  made  to  ronclnde  bargains  for 
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the  following  month.  The  manager 
ignored  the  resolutions  of  the  men,  but 
none  of  the  workmen  took  the  bargains. 
[Cheers.^  The  same  day  a  notice  was 
posted  in  the  quarry  that  the  men  who 
refused  their  bargains  must  remove  their 
labour  implements,  and  they  were  in- 
formed that  the  reasons  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  71  men  would  be  published 
in  due  course.  When  that  document  ap- 
peared it  alleged  against  these  7l  men 
insubordination,  misrepresentation,  and 
inciting  the.  men  to  strike  Since  then 
the  .quarries  had  been  laid  idle.  On 
September  30  an  application  was  made, 
on  behalf  of  the  men,  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  take  action,  under  Section  2  of 
the  Gonciliation  Act,  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
dispute.  Accordingly  the  Board  of  Trade 
communicated  with*  Lord  Penrhyn,  and 
received  an  intimation  that  his  lordship 
was  prepared  to  have  an  interview  with 
a  deputation  representing  the  men,  of 
which  none  of  the  suspended  quarrymen 
should  be  members.'  [Ironical  cheers.] 
That  proposal  handicapped  th^  men  in 
this  way,  that  they  were  to  meet  Lord 
Penrhyn  without  any  of  their  trusted 
leaders  or  their  chosen  spokesmen.  Under 
the  strongest  pressure  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  the  men  yielded  to  this  proposal. 
On  December  5  the  men  met  at  Bethesda 
and  resolved  that  three  quarrymen 
should  meet  Lord  Penrhyn  ; 

"  that  one  or  more  representatives  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  sbould,  if  possible,  be  present  at  the 
first  interview," 

and  also — 

"that  the  deputation  slioold  be  accompanied 
by  its  own  interpreter,  and  also  by  its  own 
shorthand  writer  if  ai^  notes  of  iha  pro- 
ceedings are  to  be  talcen." 

These  seemed  to  be  perfectly  reasonable 
proposals.  [Cheers.']  Lord  Penrhyn, 
writing  to  the  Board  of  Trade  on  Decem- 
ber 9,  stated  that  he  was  prepared  to 
receive  the  deputation — 

"  upon  receiving  in  writing  a  request  from 
them  to  that  effect,  accompanied  by  theur 
statement  giving  me  an  outline  of  the  points 
which  they  propose  to  lay  before  me." 

The  Board  of  Trade  considered  this  to 
be  the  imposition  of  fresh  conditions  and 

VOL.  XLY.  [foubth  series.] 


restrictions,  and  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle, 
in  his  letter  to  Lord  Penrhyn,  said :  — 

"  I  am  also  to  point  oat  to  you  that  the  men 
only  acceded  to  the  nnggestion  that  they  should 
appoint  a  deputation  not  including  any  of  the 
71  suspended  workmen  who  form  their  com- 
mittee under  the  strongest  pressure  from  the 
BoaH  of  Trade.  Now  that  they  have  been 
induced  with  great  difficulty  to  meet  your 
wishes  thus  fat,  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
greatly  regret  il  the  opening  of  negotiations 
— always  a  d^cult  matter  under  such  circum- 
stances— should  be  rendered  more  difficult  by 
the  imposdtion  of  fredi  conditions  and  restric- 
tions." 

As  to  the  proposal  that  there  should  be 
a  representative  of  the  Board  of  Tradf 
present  at  the  interview,  Lord  Penrhyn 
said  he  must 

"decline  to  comply  with  such  a  suggestion, 
as  my  acceptance  of  it  would  establish  a  pre- 
cedent for  outside  interference  with  the  manage- 
ment of  my  private  affairs." 

He  begged  the  House  to  listen  to  the 

striking  reply  of  the  Board  of  Trade — 

"I  am  to  state  that  there  is  no  desire  to 
press  the  matter  against  your  wishes,  but  I  "hxa 
to  point  out  that  in  view  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Conciliation  Act,  the  Board  cannot  admit 
that  the  settlement  of  a  prolonged  dispute 
affecting  some  thousands  of  men  and  their 
families,  can  be  rightly  regarded  as  a  matter 
of  private  interest  only." 

[Cheers.] 

Mb.  W.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT 
(Cheshire,  Macclesfield):  Will  the  hon. 
Member  read  the  reply  of  Lord  Penrhyn 
to  thati 

Mb.  W.  JONES  said  he  knew  that  in 
his  letter  Lord  Penrhyn  drew  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  dispute  and  his  private 
affairs,  but  he  had  given  the  House  Lord 
Penrhyn's  letter  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
reply.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  The  next  reso- 
lution had  to  do  with  the  shorthand 
TFriter  and  interpreter — matters  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  detail  not 
likely  to  cause  serious  difficulty.  But 
how  did  Lord  Penrhyn  meet  this  trifling 
point) 

"  I  will,  on  this  occasion,  if  pressed  on  the 
point,  agree  to  it,  provided  that  they  are 
selected  from  amongst  mv  late  employes  not 
included  among  the  71  who  were  suspended." 

Let  the  House  consider  for  a  moment, 
how  could  anybody  reasonably  expect  an 
interpreter  from  among  quarrymen? 
There  were  3,000  men,  and  from  these 
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their  best  and  mOBt  trusted  leaders  were 
weeded  out.  A  qualiiication  for  an  inter- 
preter was  that  he  should  think  in  two 
languages.  How  many  men,  with  intel- 
lectual capacity,  educational  distinction, 
and  a  university  training  would  be  com- 
petent to  think  in  two  languages  1  How 
could  it  be  reasonably  expected  that 
among  these  quarrymen  they  could  get 
an  interpreter  able  to  interpret  between 
Lord  Penrhyn — who  knew  no  Welsh — 
and  workmen  on  the  other  hand,  who, 
although  they  had  a  smattering  of  Eng- 
lish BufRcient  to  read  English  newspapers, 
did  not  think  English,  and  had  not 
facility  of  expression  to  express  their 
thoughts  on  technical  points  in  English? 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Lord  Penrhyn  declined 
to  assent  to  the  conditions,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  unfortunately  felt  that 
they  could  not  usefully  take  any  further 
steps  to  promote  the  desired  conference. 
Subsequently  the  quarry  was  closed,  and 
by  December  31  tliere  was  not  a  single 
workman  at  work  at  Bethesda.  During 
the  interval  some  of  the  men  found  emr 
ployment  elsewhere ;  hundreds  of  them 
scattered  over  North  Wales  in  quest  of 
labour,  and  hundreds  could  not  get  it, 
and  were  forced  to  remain  at  home  with 
their  families,  idle.  AVluit  sort  of  men 
were  these,  and  did  they  deserve  better 
treatment?  They  were  among  the  moat 
intelligent  workmen  in  the  whole  British 
Empire.  [Cheers.]  They  had  built  and 
maintained  three  schools,  well  staffed 
and  equipped,  and  efficient  as  any  in 
North  Wales.  ["Hear! "]  They  had 
lately  subscribed  nearly  .£1,000  towards 
the  building  and  maintenance  of  an  inter- 
mediate school  in  the  vicinity — [cheers] 
— with  physical  and  chemical  laboratories 
such  as  would  do  credit  to  any  such, 
establishment  in  the  Kingdom.  They 
had  scholarships  and  exhibitions  for  their 
boys  at  the  schools,  and  when  the  School 
Committee  had  overdrawn  its  banking 
account  by  about  £1,000,  in  order  to 
provide  playing-grounds,  the  men  pro- 
mised, as  soon  as  tht^  could  get  remu- 
nerative labour,  they  would  find  that 
£1,000.  ["Hearl"]  They  had  built 
some  20  chapels,  and  paid  off  the  chapel 
debts.  In  addition — and  showing  that 
they  were  alive  to  the  advantages  of 
higher  education — they  had  collected  a 
sum  amounting  to  .£1,500  towards  the 
University  College  at  Bangor,  and  when 
last  Tuesday  week  the  new  building  was 
Mr.  W.  Jones, 


opened — ^though  it  was  a  time  of  strike 
and  poverty--60  children  appeared,  50 
of  whom  were  quarrymen's  children,  and 
two  quarrymen  and  two  ei-quarrymen 
were  on  the  governing  body.  The 
Calendar  showed  this  to  be  an  almost 
crimeless  district.  Not  long  ago  an  in- 
quiry was  instituted  as  to  the  expediency 
of  providing  a  new  bench  of  magistrates 
for  the  district,  but  as  the  result  of  the 
inquiry,  it  was  found  that  a  bench  of 
magistrates  was  absolutely  and  totally 
unnecessary,  so  few  were  the  offences  in 
the  district.  On  the  authority  of  the 
police,  he  could  say  that  the  offences  were 
fewer  now  than  they  were  before  the 
strike.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Last  Saturday 
week  he  passed  through  Bethesda,  and 
saw  hundreds  of  quarrymen  congregated 
for  a  mass  meeting  to  discuss  proposals 
in  notices  set  up  ly  Lord  Penrhyn's 
managers.  There  was  perfect  order,  and 
no  necessity  to  increase  the  staff  of  police. 
At  the  meeting  the  men  applied  remorse- 
less logic  to  the  notices  of  the  quarry 
owner,  but  not  a  word  of  denunciation 
or  disrespect  was  uttered  against  Lord 
Penrhyn  himself.  They  discussed  mat- 
ters ;  they  passed  resolutions ;  they  sang 
hymns.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "  and  laughter.] 
The  resolutions  went  to  show  that  they 
would  sternly  abide  by  the  proposals  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  would  not  re- 
nounce their  right  to  combination. 
["  Hear,  hear!  "]  Meanwhile  there  were 
between  600  and  800  families  supported 
by  the  relief  fimd  which  had  been  started 
by  tradesmen  and  others  in  the  district, 
and  contributed  to  by  workmen  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Money  from  all 
parts  was  flowing  fast  into  the  funds, 
and,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the 
Press,  all  classes  of  the  community — men 
of  all  creeds  and  all  political  parties — 
had  helped  to  support  these  meu  in 
maintaining  the  prolonged  struggle. 
Money  could  do  much,  but  it  could  not 
heal  troubled  minds,  it  could  not  bring 
solace  and  content  to  scattered  homea 
and  families ;  money  could  not  settle  a 
grave  labour  dispute.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "j 
He  thanked  the  House  for  the  attention 
given  to  his  endeavour  to  put  forwan.! 
u  plain  statements  of  facts,  and  he  de- 
sired to  thank,  on  behalf  of  his  con- 
stituents, the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  his  able  staff  for  their  capable 
efforts  to  promote  a  settlement  of  this 
dispute  under  one  of  the  sections  of  the 
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Conciliation  Act.  It  was  only  for  him, 
as  Member  for  the  constituency,  to  pre- 
sent this  case,  and  make  an  earnest 
appeal  to  the  Government  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  take  any 
measures  open  to  them  under  the  Con- 
ciliatioa  Act  or  others — which  they  on 
their  responsibility  and  with  the  great 
influence  they  could  command — to  ln*i>ig 
the  two  parties  together,  and  so  help  to 
secure  what  was  the  real  wish  of  every  one 
of  these  three  thousand  quarrymen — a 
just,  honourable  and  lasting  settlement 
of  the  dispute.  [Cheers.']  He  formally 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  BRYN  ItOBERTS  {Camarvon- 
shire,  Eifion),  in  seconding  the  Motion, 
associated  himself  with  the  opening  re- 
marks of  his  hon.  Friend  upon  the  right 
.of  combination.  Had  this  been  solely 
a  question  as  to  amount  of  wages,  or  time 
for  holidays,  or  any  matter  relating  to  the 
working  of  the  quarry  he  would  have 
had  a  great,  if  not  an  insuperable,  ob- 
jection to  intervene  in  any  way.  But 
the  question  here  involved  was  whether 
Welsh  quarrymen  should  have  the  right 
such  as  was  exercised  by  workmen  all 
over  the  Kingdom,  and  which  had,  in 
this  case,  been  denied — the  right  of  com- 
bining to  secure  their  joint  interests. 
Lord  Penrhyn  seemed,  to  some  extent, 
to  maka  the  concession  that  it  would  be 
unreasonable  and  unjust  to  refuse  such 
right,  because  he  had  said  he  did  not 
object  to  combination,  but  he  did  object  to 
the  committee.  But  the  noble  Lord  had 
omitted  to  state  how  the  right  of  com- 
bination could  be  exercised  without  a 
committee.  It  was  useless  to  say  that 
three  thousand  could  combine  but  must 
not  appoint  a  lesser  nimiber  to  carry  out 
the  decisions  of  the  majority,  and  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  employer.  To  say  that 
they  might  combine,  but  that  every  indi- 
vidual workman  was  to  make  his  repre- 
sentation to  Lord  Penrhyn,  was  to  trifle 
with  language.  Seventy-one  men  had 
been  suspended,  and  most  of  these  were 
on  tho  committee.  Lord  Penrhyn  had 
stated  that  he  could  not  submit  to  the 
intervention  of  the  committee  in  the 
work  of  the  quarry.  Now,  if  the  com- 
mittee had  interfered  with  the  work- 
ing, saying,  "  You  shall  work  here, 
but  stop  work  there,"  "You  shall 
enlarge  this  gallery,  and  shoot  rubbish 
here,"  tiien  everybody  would  admit 
such  interference  would  be  intolerable. 
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It  was  not  interference  of  that  descrip- 
tion. The  functions  of  the  committee 
were  the  same  as  those  which  were 
carried  out  by  agents  of  combinations  of 
workmen  all  the  world  over.  If  a  work- 
man in  the  qtiarry  felt  that  he  had  a 
grievance  it  was  his  duty  to  lay  his  com- 
plaint before  the  Committee,  who  in- 
quired into  it  and  ascertained  whether 
there  was  any  ground  for  bringing  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  mana^^. 
If  the  committee  thought  that  the  facts 
supplied  by  a  workman  disclosed  a 
serious  grievance,  then  it  was  their  duty 
to  consult  and  decide  as  to  whether 
action  ought  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  it. 
The  contention  that  the  committee  had 
no  right  to  consider  such  matters  was  un- 
reasonable. It  had  been  alleged  that 
the  committee  had  supported,  if  not  in- 
cited, insubordination  amoi^;st  Lord 
Penrtiyn's  quarrymen.  What  was  the 
alibied  insubordination?  Two  workmen 
declined  to  go  down  to  the  office  when 
requested  to  do  so.  He  did  not  intend 
to  go  into  the  original  cause  of  the  dis- 
pute between  Lord  Penrhyn  and  his 
workmen ;  but  it  was  necessary  for  him 
to  state  certain  facts  to  make  the  case 
clear.  The  workmen  complained, 
amongst  other  things,  that  instead  of 
the  quarry  being  let  as  hitherto  to  small 
bodies  of  men,  huge  portions  of  it  were 
sub-let  to  contractors,  who  sweated  the 
workmen  by  again  sub-letting.  Two 
men  were  deputed  to  make  certain 
measurements  on  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  they  did  so  during  their  own 
dinner  hour.  Immediately  Lord  Penrhyn 
heard  of  this  the  two  men  were  re- 
quested to  go  to  the  office  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  subjected  to  a  cross-exami- 
nation. Lord  Penrhyn  stated  that  he 
required  two  of  his  quarrymen  to  go  to 
the  quarry  office,  and  that  the  committee 
were  instrumental  in  preventing  them, 
and  that  a  resolution  was  passed  that  no 
quarryman  should  go  fdone  to  the  office 
in  order  to  have  an  interview  with  respect 
to  the  matters  that  were  in  dispute 
between  the  quarry  committee  and  Lord 
Penrhyn.  The  resolution  the  men  passed 
was  that  with  respect  to  the  matters  in 
dispute  between  Lord  Penrhyn  and  the 
quarrymen  as  a  body,  Lord  Penrhyn 
shoiild  not  try  to  go  behind  the  commit- 
tee by  going  to  the  workmen  one  by  one 
and  endeavouring  to  frighten  them  into 
submission.    There  was  good  reason  for 
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this  resolution.  Some  of  the  men  were 
sent  for  to  the  office  and  Bubjected  to  a 
cross-examination  by  Lord  Penrhyn  or 
his  agent.  The  men  were  quite  alone, 
and  had  none  of  their  fellow-workmen  to 
support  them,  and  their  knowledge  of 
English  was  imperfect.  It  was  a  most 
unfair  position  to  put  the  men  in,  a 
position  unworthy  of  Lord  Penrhyn. 
The  majority  of  the  men  stood  firm,  but 
it  was  not  a  surprising  thing  that  one 
or  two  of  them  did  break  down  and  back 
out.  Then  instant  use  was  made  of  this 
circumstance  to  denounce  the  committee 
for  having,  as  it  was  alleged,  fabricated 
complaints  and  stimulated  agitation,  and 
all  because  those  poor  men  had  been 
frightened  at  this  star  chamber  inquiry. 
The  men  who  had  been  examined  were 
suspended  and  afterwards  dismissed,  and 
ithe  whole  of  the  committee  were  also 
suspended.  There  was  no  suggestion  that 
any  one  of  those  seventy-one  men  had 
been  guilty  of  negligence  in  his  work. 
The  only  reason  assigned  for  this  course 
was  that  they  were  on  the  committee, 
and  gave  certain  advice.  It  was  because 
the  advice  they  gave  to  the  men  and  the 
method  they  employed  of  conducting  the 
controversy  with  him  were  not  palatable 
to  Lord  Penrhyn  that  he  took  the  action 
be  did  with  regard  to  them.  To  say  that 
men  were  liable  to  be  dismissed  because 
they  were  acting  in  the  best  interests  of 
other  workmen  was  to  say  that  there  was 
no  right  whatever  of  combination.  He 
maintained  that  when  men  were  ap- 
pointed as  a  committee  to  act  on  behalf 
of  their  fellow-workmen,  anything  they 
did  or  said  in  such  capacity  ought  to  be 
entirely  privileged.  No  employer  should 
assume  a  right  to  visit  with  punishment 
anything  done  by  those  men  in  discharge 
of  their  duties  as  agents  of  the  workmen. 
The  position  taken  up  by  Lord  Penrhyn 
on  this  part  of  the  question  was  intole- 
rable, and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
show  that  it  thought  such  an  attitude 
on  the  part  of  an  employer  quite  unrea- 
sonable. Lord  Penrhyn  spoke  very 
strongly  against  outside  interference,  but 
it  was  not  "  outside  interference  "  for  the 
men  to  seek  some  assistance.  The 
management  of  their  labour  was  surely 
as  much  in  their  own  hands  and  was  as 
much  an  affair  of  the  men  as  the  manage- 
ment of  the  quany  was  an  affair  of  Lord 
pAnrhyn's,  and  if  Lord  Penrhyn  could 
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not  carry  on  his  quarry  without  the  assis- 
tance of  3,000  men,  then  the  conditions 
of  labour  in  the  quarry  were  no  longer 
simply  a  question  of  his  private  affairs, 
as  Lord  Penrhyn  seemed  to  think.  As 
Lord  Penrhyn  was  perfectly  entitled  to 
go  where  he  liked  to  select  his  manager 
or  agent,  the  men  had  an  equal  right  to 
choose  their  own  agents.  If  the  qutuny- 
men  had  shown  any  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  Lord  Penrhyn's  selection  of 
his  agents,  then  he  for  one  would  have 
been  strongly  opposed  to  such  an  inters 
ference ;  but  he  said  that  they  had  not 
done  so,  and  that  Lord  Penrhyn  had  no 
ieht  to  dictate  to  the  men  as  he  had  done. 
They  had  as  much  right  in  that  matter  as 
Lord  Penrhyn  had.  Some  3,000  men  had 
now  been  out  for  foiw  months ;  their 
dwelling  houses  were  situate  in  the 
middle  of  a  highly  preserved  estate,  and 
yet  not  a  single  charge  of  poaching  could 
be  brought  against  any  one  of  them,  and 
no  riot  or  disturbance  was  traceable  to 
the  strike.  Not  only  so,  but  they  had 
treated  their  employer  with  the  greatest 
respect,  and  they  had,  indeed,  passed  a 
resolution  protesting  against  being  held 
responsible  for  language  which  they  con- 
sidered bore  with  some  degree  of 
severity,  if  not  violence,  upon  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn, and  dissociating  themselves  from 
it.  The  men  desired  to  do  everything 
th^  could  to  meet  Lord  Penrhyn  except 
to  abdicate  the  ordinary  rights  of  free 
men.  [Ckeers.] 

Mr.  DOUGLAS-PENNANT  (North- 
anta,  S.)  felt  it  his  duty  to  take  the  very 
first  opportunity  of  rising  to  reply  to  the 
observations  which  had  been  made 
against  Lord  Penrhyn  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  P^rhyn  quarries,  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  mis-statements — 
["  hear,  hear !  "] — having  been  made 
throughout  the  country  in  connection 
with  this  most  unfortunate  strike.  There 
were  two  main  points  at  issue  before  the 
House,  namely,  the  question  of  Lord 
Penrhyn's  attitude  with  regard  to  a  Com- 
mittee, and  his  attitude  with  regard  co 
the  intervention  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
[Cheers.]  The  dispute  with  reference  to 
the  first  point  dated  back  to  1885.  At 
that  time  the  late  Lord  Penrhyn  was  a 
v^  old  man,  and  the  quarries  were  in 
a  state  of  financial  difficulties — so 
serious,  indeed,  that  in  a  short  time  they 
would  have  been  closed.  The  late  Lord 
Penrhyn  gave  the  present  owner  of  the 
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quarries  full  pover  to  do  what  he  could 
to  put  things  on  a  better  footing.  There 
existed  at  that  time  in  the  quany  a  Com- 
mittee which  was  stjled  the  Quarry  Com- 
mittee.  It  had  been  allowed  to  come  in- 
to existence  and  had  obtained  recogni- 
tion  from   the   management.    It  was 
recognised  as  a  Committee  appointed  by 
the  workmen  to  receive  complaints,  to 
consider  them,  and  to  see  whethM"  they 
constituted  a  prop«-  ease  to  be  placed 
before  the  supreme  manager  for  his 
decision.    There  were  many  complaints 
about  the  action  of  this  Committee ;  for 
example,  that  complaints  which  w»-e 
made  wo-e  not  forwfurded  to  the  authori- 
ties, that  there  wae  no  provision  under 
it  for  the  representation  of  the  non- 
unionist  workers,  and  that,  as  the  late 
chief  manager  averred,  it  interfered  in 
many  ways  with  the  working  of  the 
quarries.   The  present  Lord  Penrhyn  de- 
termined to  do  away  with  the  Committee. 
[Ironical  cheers.]    He  said,  as  he  had 
said  again  recently  in  the  Press,  that  he 
could  not  allow  any  body  of  men  to  in- 
terfere between  him  and  his  workers. 
From  Uie  date  when  the  quany  was  put 
on.  a  new  footing  down  to  the  time  of  thq 
strike,  things  went  on  peacefully  and 
smoothly,  bringing  increaaed  prosperity 
to  the  quarries  and  district.  Nothing 
more  was  wanted  in  proof  of  this  than  to 
point  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
opposite,  when  he  spoke  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  quarrymen  had  been  able 
to  found  and  endow  various  chapels  and 
schools.   In  May  of  last  year  a  numbra* 
of  the  men.  wished  to  attend  the  May  Day 
labour  demonstration^  and  notice  was 
given  that  the  men  should  apply  for  leave 
in  the  ordinaiy  mannw.   Some  300  men 
did  apply  ;  the  remainder  did  not  apply, 
but  took  leave.    When  they  returned  to 
work  they  were  suspended  for  two  days. 
[Ironical   cheers.]     Any   employer  of 
labour  would  understand  that  it  was  not 
unusual  for  such  a  course  to  be  adopted, 
and,  at  any  rate,  it  was  the  rule  of  tho 
quarry.    After  the  two  days'  suspension 
they  returned  to  work.    Shortly  before 
August  seven  of  the  employ^  forwarded 
to  Mr.  Young,  the  chief  manager,  a  writ- 
ten statement  and  requisition  dealing 
with  the  wages  standard  of  different 
classes  of  workmen,  one  point  being  that 
there  should  be  a  minimum  wage  of 
4s.  6d.  a  day.  The  result  of  a  miuimun^ 
wage  would  simply  be  to  put  a  premium 
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upon  idleness.  [Cheers.]  He  might 
point  out  that  the  wages  of  the  quarry- 
men  for  the  six  months  prior  to  the 
strike  represented  an  avm^  daily  pay 
of  Ss,  6d.  On  August  17  Lord  Penrhyn 
received  the  deputation  of  the  men 
with  reference  to  various  grievances, 
and  at  the  interview  he  read  out  a  reply 
giving  his  reasons  for  not  being  able  to 
grant  their  request.  He  also  told  them 
that  if  they  had  any  desire  to  see  him 
again  they  should  write  to*  Mr.  Young, 
but  down  to  the  present  time  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn had  had  no  application  from  the 
workers.  On  August  20  the  men  for- 
mulated a  detailed  reply,  going  over  the 
same  ground.  On  September  25,  after . 
some  weeks'  further  investigation.  Lord 
Penrhyn  forwarded  a  full  rejoinder,  and 
promised  to  put  a  stop  to  any  abuses 
found  to  exist.  On  September  14  two 
workmen  wero  summoned  to  the 
manager's  office,  but  did  not  go,  their 
explanation  being  that  the  Committee 
had  told  them  not  to.  The  men  were 
suspended,  and  after  an  interval  of  12 
d&ya,  no  further  explanation  having  be«v 
made,  they  were  discharged.  The  state- 
ment that  they  'were  discharged  next  day 
was  incorrect.  On  September  26  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the 
council  of  the  North  Wales  Qitanymen's 
Union,  stating: — 

"  That  we,  as  the  committee  of  Lord 
Peorhyn's  quarries,  after  serious  consideration 
of  our  position,  in  the  face  of  Lord  Penrhyn'a 
unfavourable  reply  to  our  reqnest  and  com- 
plaints, are  of  opinion  that  no  good  can  result 
from  continuing  the  negotiations  on  t)ie  same 
lines  as  hitherto,  and  we  reo'anl  it  as  our  duty 
to  make  it  plain  that  we  shall  strike  in  March 
next  imlesi,  in  the  meantime,  we  find  that  the 
main  points  of  onr  grievances  have  been  con- 
ceded." 

That  meant  that  the  men  chose  March 
next  as  the  most  convenient  time  for 
themselves,  and  therefore  the  most  incon- 
venient time  for  the  owners  of  the 
quarry,  to  .•mnounce  a  strike.  This  reao- 
lutioa  was  passed  on  Septemb^  26,  and 
on  Septemb^  28  notices  were  served  on 
31  mm,  comprising  the  committee  and 
others,  in  the  following  words :  — 

"  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  yon  are  hereby  ' 
suspended  until  further  notice  from  the  end  t» 
this  qnany  month." 

[Opposition  cheers  and  laughter.]  On 
Septemba:  28  a  general  strike  was  de- 
clared by  the  workmen,  and  on  Septem- 
ber 30  the  Quarrymen's  Union  organiser 
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applied  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  inter- 
vene. With  regard  to  Lord  Pairhyn's 
action  in  declining  the  intwvention  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  there  were  two  or 
three  points  at  issue  in  reference  to  this 
demand  of  the  men.  Lord  Penrhyn 
stated  on  many  occasions  that  ho  was 
always  willing  to  receive  any  depu- 
tation from  the  men,  but  that  he 
was  not  willing  to  assent  to  the  condi- 
tions which  the  Board  of  Trade  proposed. 
Two  of  the  stipulations  were  of  minor 
importance.  The  men  desired  to  have 
their  own  interpreter  and  shorthand 
writer.  [Opposition  cheers.^  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn assented  to  this  on  the  understand- 
ing that  these  men  were  taken  from  the 
ranks  of  the  quarrymen,  [Opposition 
laughter  and  ironical  cheers.]  An 
effici^t  interpreter  might  easily  have 
been  found  amoi^  the  quarrymen.  In 
the  statement  Bstat  to  Members  of  the 
^ou8e  it  was  stated  that  whesi)  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn received  the  deputation  l^e  work- 
ing manager  acted  as  interpreter.  That 
was  not  so.  The  interpreter  on  that  oc- 
casion was  a  man  drawa  from  the  ranks 
of  the  quarrymen,  David  Davies,  and  his 
services  were  available  on  any  other  oc- 
casion. As  to  the  statement  that  all  the 
men  of  light  and  leading  in  the  quarry 
were  on  the  committee,  it  was  disproved 
by  the  fact  that  Mr.  William  H.  Wil- 
liams, who  had  been  described  in  t^e 
Welsh  papers  as  "  the  quiu-rymen's  Glad- 
stone"— [laughter] — ^was  not  a  member 
of  the  committee,  and  a  great  numb^  of 
other  able  men  were  not  connected  with 
it.  As  to  the  shorthand  writer,  he  ad- 
mitted that  it  might  have  been  difficult 
to  find  one  among  the  quarrymen — 
[Opposition  cheers] — but  there  had  been 
no  suggestion  on  the  part  of  either 
the  men  or  the  Board  of  Trade 
olEcials  that  any  independent,  im- 
partial, and  official  shorthand  writer 
should  be  asked  to  attend.  Lord 
Penrhyn  fdt  strongly  that  the  sufj^fes- 
tion  involved  an  unjust  slur  upon  the 
shorthand  writer  and  interpreter  who 
had  attended  previous  meetings.  In  the 
letter  which  the  Permanent  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  wrote  on  Septem- 
ber 24,  he  repudiated  the  suf^estion  that 
the  proposal  of  the  Board  of  Trade  con- 
tained any  imputation  that  the  men  had 
suffered  any  disadvantage  from  Lord 
Pmrhyn's    interpreter  and  shorthand 
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writer.  But  these  difficulties  were  not 
too  serious  to  have  been  overcome. 
[Opposition  ironical  cheers.]  But  Lord 
Penrhyn's  main  objection  waa  extremely 
important.  The  men  insisted  that  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Board  of  Trade  should 
be  present  at  the  proposed  conference, 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  supported  that 
view.  [Oppogition  cheers.]  The  func- 
tions of  these  representatives  and  the 
authority  they  were  to  exercise  had  re- 
mained from  the  outset  quite  indefinite. 
The  specific  section  of  the  Act  to  which 
the  men  referred  contained  no  words  for 
guidance  in  that  matter.  It  made  no 
reference  to  the  presence  of  representa- 
tives of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  any  con- 
ference between  employers  and  employed. 
It  simply  authorised  the  appointment  of 
a  conciliator  or  board  of  conciliation. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  It  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Chairman. 

Mb.  DOUGLAS-PENNANT  said  that 
it  had  been  asserted  that  Lord  P^hyn, 
in  declining  to  avail  himself  of  the  Con- 
ciliation Act  ae  intwpreted  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  had  flouted  the  Act  and  defied 
the  Government.  That  accusation  was 
unreasonable.  The  words  of  the  Act 
must  be  taken  to  represent  the  opinions 
of  the  Government  as  to  the  limits  to 
which  it  was  expedient  in  practice  or  just 
in  principle  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
should  interf^  between  employe  and 
employed.  Those  words  contained  no 
shadow  or  su^estion  of  *  compulsoiy 
principle — [cAeer«] — or  that  it  was  al- 
ways the  duty  of  either  party  to  admit 
the  application  of  the  Act.  Employers 
would  always  be  apt  to  shrink  from  hav- 
ing recourse  to  this  Act,  because  they 
were  well  aware  that  no  arrangements 
which  might  be  made  between  them  and 
their  workmen  before  a  conciliation 
could  be  made  bindmg  on  the  men. 
[Cheert.]  If  the  trade  unions  would  con- 
sent, as  recommended  by  the  Labour 
Commission,  to  become  legally  liable  for 
breach  of  contract,  the  matter  might  as- 
sume a  different  complexion.  [Cheers.] 
But  trade  unions  were  apparently  reso- 
lute in  their  opposition  to  these  recom- 
mendations. Lord  Penrhyn  also  thought 
that  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
officials  would  weaken  his  authority  and 
that  of  his  officials  in  the  quarry,  and 
form  a  precedent  for  the  men  asking  for 
similar  intervention  on  other  occasions. 
[Oppotition  chews.]    Finally,  the  fact 
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that  in  their  letter  of  December  24  the 
Board  intimated  that  Lord  Penrhyn's  let- 
ter had  been  forwarded  to  the  organis- 
ing secretary  of  the  men,  while  the 
Board  did  not,  until  he  had  twice  com- 
plained, forward  to  him  the  letters  which 
had  passed  between  the  Departm^t  and 
the  men — Ministerial  cheers}~~did  not 
encourage  Lord  Fenrhjn  to  welcome  the 
intervention  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
•Mb.  henry  BROADHURST  (Leices- 
ter) Bwd  that  no  statement  made  by  the 
men  could  illustrate  the  grievances  under 
which  they  laboured  better  than  the  de- 
fence of  Lord  Penrhyn  offered  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  admitted  the  men's  whole  case.  He 
had  complained  that  the  House  did  not 
adapt  its  legislation  to  the  whims  and 
fancies  of  Lord  Prarhjn,  and  had  stated 
that  if  that  had  been  done  Lord  Penrhyn 
would  probably  hi^ve  condescended  to  be 
advised  by  the  legislation  of  Parliament 
and  to  be  influenced  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  House  of  Commons  had  not 
yet  become  the  slave  of  Lord  Penrhyn. 

Me.  DOUGLAS-PENNANT :  I  beg  to 
point  out  that  I  did  not  make  any  of 
those  statemNits. 

*Mr.  BROADHURST  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  complained  of  the  terms  of 
the  Act  of  last  year,  as  not  contain- 
ing a  binding  clause  on  the  workmen 
with  respect  to  any  contract  entered  into 
on  their  behalf.  [Cries  of  "  No  I  "]  What 
did  that  amount  to  but  a  demand  that 
the  House  of  Commons  should  adapt 
itself  to  the  peculiar  prejudices  of  Lord 
Penrhyn — [cries  of  "  No  I  "] — and  not 
consider  what  would  be  equitable  be- 
tween employer  and  employed?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  admitted  also  that  the 
committee's  statement  of  complaint 
to  Lord  Penrhyn  had  been  revised  and 
altered  to  suit  the  fancies  of  the 
agrat  who  conveyed  it.  The  crux 
of  the  whole  question  was  whether 
the  men  had  a  right  to  combine 
and  to  make  their  case  heard  through 
the  mouths  of  their  chosen  leaders. 
That  was  the  old  position  for  which 
Trades  Unionism  had  contended  40  years 
ago.  The  whole  forces  of  Trades  Union- 
ism had  long  been  used  to  demand  on 
behalf  of  the  workers  the  right  to  sub- 
mit their  grievances  and  their  represen- 
tations to  the  employers  through  their 
chMen  leaders,  as  the  employers  could 


communicate  their  wishes  to  the  work- 
men through  their  managers  and  other 
paid  agents.  If  that  right  was  denied 
or  objected  to  then  the  whole  force  of 
combination  fell  to  the  ground.  Lord 
Penrhyn  had  been  good  enough  to  say 
that  he  did  not  object  to  combination, 
provided  it  took  a  form  suitable  to  his 
own  convenience  and  opinions.  [Cries 
of  "  No  1 "]  Yes,  that  was  the  fact.  He 
wished  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would 
have  a  little  patience.  The  leading 
advocate  of  the  other  side  had  been 
given  a  moat  patient  hearing.  They  h^ 
encouraged  the  hon.  Gentleman  by  their 
cheers  when  they  thoxight  he  was  tra- 
velling in  the  right  direction,  but  to  their 
consternation  he  soon  harked  back  to 
the  old  cry  that  a  man  had  a  right  to 
do  as  he  pleased  with  his  own,  and  they 
then  ceased  to  cheer  him.  [Laughter,} 
Lord  Penrhyn  did  not  object  to  com- 
bination s6  long  as  it  did  not  interfere 
with  his  right  to  do  what  he  liked  with 
his  workmen,  or  his  right  to  conduct  his 
own  works  without  any  consideration  to 
the  feelings  of  the  people  whom  he  em- 
ployed. But  he  sincerely  trusted  that 
before  the  Debate  closed  some  Member 
representing  property  and  capital  would 
stand  up  and  put  a  different  face  on  this 
unhappy  dispute  than  had  been  put  on 
it  by  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down.  The  hon.  Member  opposite  had 
raised  the  old  question  of  combination. 
It  looked  indeed  as  if  they  would  have 
to  fight  for  the  old  right  of  combina- 
tion over  again  if  the  policy  of  Lord 
Penrhyn  was  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
majority  of  the  employers  of  this  coun- 
try. But  happily  Lord  Penrhyn  was  in 
a  minority  of  one.  There  were,  very 
large  employers  in  this  country  who 
welcomed  the  advent  of  trades  unionism, 
and  who  were  anxious  to  settle  disputes 
through  the  chosen  ddegates  of  their 
workpeople  rather  than  by  dealing  indi- 
vidually with  their  workmen.  He  would 
also  point  out  that  slate  quarrying  was 
a  business  of  great  skill.  The  arrange- 
ment of  contracts  involved  great  techni- 
cal knowledge  and  patience,  and  he  did 
not  know  any  other  industry  in  which 
it  was  more  necessary  for  men  of  highly 
skilled  knowledge  and  training,  and  men 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  English 
and  the  Welsh  languages  to  represent 
labour  in  negotiations  of  the  kind  which 
had  led  to  this  unhappy  dispute.  The 
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hon.  Member  opposite  had  admitted  to  the 
House  that  on  laat  May  Day  the  Penrhyn 
Quarry  Management  fined  a  number  of 
their  workmen  two  Aaj^*  wages  because 
they  had  the  audacity  to  attend  a  labour 
demooatration.    [Criet  of  "  No  !  "1 

Mb.  DOUGLAS-PENNANT:  I  would 
like  to  point  out  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  these  men  were  suspended  because 
they  absented  themselves  without  having 
first  applied  for  leave. 
*Mr.  BROADHURST.  said  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  had  had  patience  and 
allowed  him  to  finish  his  sentence  he 
would  have  seen  that  that  was  predsely 
what  he  was  going  to  wind  up  with. 
[laughter.']  The  men  were  punished 
because  they  attended  the  May  Day 
demonstration  without  the  permission 
of  the  manager.  What  other  employer 
was  there  in  the  kingdom  that  would 
look  for  a  plea  from  his  workpeople  as 
to  whether  or  not  they  should  attend 
their  annual  function  for  trades  union 
purposes?  It  was  monstrous  put 
on  that  ground.  Ho  had  been  present 
at  that  May  Day  demonstration,  and  he 
had  attended  many  other  labour  demon- 
strations in  North  Wales,  and  there  were 
thousands  of  quarrymen  there  whom  he 
r^i;arded  as  porsonal  friends.  He  wished 
the  whole  House  of  Commons  could  have 
seen  the  proceedings  on  that  remarkable 
day.  It  was  a  scene  that  would  ever 
remain  in  his  memory.  [Laughter.]  He 
begged  hon.  Members  opposite,  however 
frivolous  they  might  be  naturally,  to 
give  more  serious  thot^hts  to  serious 
subjects.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  He  attended 
the  conference  in  the  morning,  and  he 
could  say  with  truth  that  that  conference 
hod  be^  conducted  in  a  mannn-  that 
would  have  done  credit  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  to  any  oth»-  assembly  in 
the  world,  and  the  religious  tone  and 
seriousness  of  the  speeches,  and  the  hymn- 
singing  before  and  after  the  proceedings, 
made  an  impression  on  him  which  he 
would  never  forget.  He  took  part  in 
the  procession  in  the  afternoon,  and  later 
in  the  day  he  attended  the  public  meet- 
ing, which  again  was  opened  and  con- 
cluded by  sacred  songs  of  the  most 
elevating  and  impressive  character.  He 
could  not  imagine  why  any  man  pre- 
tending to  be  included  in  the  ranks  of 
common  Christianity  should  be  excited 
to  laughter  when  he  heard  that  British 
workmen  associated  religious  services 
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with  a  demonstration  intended  to  im- 
prove their  social  condition  and  to 
increase  their  means  of  obtaining  their 
daily  bread.  He  hoped  that  some 
responsible  Minister  or  some  responsible 
ex-Ministor  would  come  to  the  front  in 
the  sacred  right  of  labour,  in  the  sacred 
right  of  workers  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
terms  which  decided  their  wages.  They 
had  heard  the  manner  in  which  some  of 
the  scanty  wages  of  these  workmen  were 
used  for  educational  and  religious  pur- 
poses in  the  Principality.  He  counted 
it  amongst  the  most  pleasing  experiences 
of  his  Hfe  what  he  had  witnessed  in 
various  parte  of  Wales,  showing  the  reli- 
gious fwvour  and  the  educational  enthu- 
siasm of  the  working  classes  of  that 
country.  He  trusted  that  the  result  of 
the  Debate  would  be  to  induce  this  great 
owner  of  tbs  means  of  production  to 
listm  to  reason,  and  not  to  use  his 
mighty  wealth  and  his.  great  strength  to 
crush  out  by  starvation  and  t}'ranny  the 
spirit  of  independMice  of  the  workpeople. 
Men  had  the  right  to  some  extent  to  do 
what  they  liked  with  their  own,  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  municipal 
law  limited  that  right  whenevo:  it  inters 
tend  with  our  nnghbours,  or  tended  to 
the  spread  of  disease  from  house  to 
house,  in  almost  every  town  and  village 
of  the  kingdom ;  and,  if  that  were  so, 
how  much  more  was  it  necessary  that 
there  should  be  a  limitation  to  rights 
which  were  used  in  a  cruel  and  vindic- 
tive manner  against  a  large  community, 
as  they  had  been  used,  many  of  them 
thought,  in  the  case  of  the  Penrhyn 
quarries.  He  trusted  that  the  result  of 
the  discussion  would  be  to  lead  to  reason, 
common  sense  and  justice  prevailing 
between  the  two  parties  in  this  dispute. 
They  had  heard  from  the  spokesman  of 
the  men  that  they  were  still  ii-illing,  as 
they  had  been  willing  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  dispute,  to  go  into  arbitra- 
tion and  to  abide  by  the  decision,  not  of 
a  politician  of  the  Radical  school,  or  of 
a  politician  of  the  Conservative  school, 
but  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  a  great 
permanent  officer  of  the  State  who  had 
no  political  purposes  to  s^^e,  who  was 
thoroughly  unprejudiced  and  impartial, 
and  who  had  already  brought  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion  many  disputes  during 
the  last  few  years  by  the  exercise  of  his 
influence,  his  good  judgment,  and  his 
common  sense.    Ho  might  mention  the 
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case  of  the  shoe  trade  of  the  kingdom, 
which  was  within  an  ace  of  being  almost 
ruined.  He  had  that  day  a  letter  from 
the  gentleman  who  was  then  President  of 
the  Employers'  Association,  who  said  that 
believed  no  outside  interference  could 
do  good,  that  they  should  be  better  with- 
out it,  and  that  after  listening  to  the 
reasons  of  the  permanent  official  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  he  saw  how  reasonable 
it  iras  to  follow  the  suggestions  made 
from  that  quarter.  He  also  said  that  he 
had  never  ceased  to  be  glad  that  he  did 
on  that  occasion  accept  the  proposals 
made,  which  had  had  a  happy  effect 
upon  the  whole  of  the  trade.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  workmen's  officers  would 
in  the  main  agree  with  the  em- 
ployers' official.  U  the  Board  of 
Trade  could  deal  with  the  boot 
trade  it  was  equally  capable  of  dealing 
with  the  slate  trade.  He  hoped  that  it 
was  not  too  late  even  now  for  something 
to  be  done— -for  3,000  men,  with  their 
families,  on  the  brink  of  starvation,  was 
no  light  matter.  He  prayed  the  House  to 
contemplate  this  difficult  subject  with  all 
the  seriousness  which  it  should  show  on 
a  great  occasion  of  this  kind,  and  that 
passions  would  not  be  allowed  to  take  the 
place  of  reason.  Let  them  join  as  one 
man  in  holding  out  the  olive  leaf  of 
peace  to  the  two  contending  parties  iu 
this  dispute.  [CkeeraA 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT 
(Cheshire,  Macclesfield)  thought  it  very 
desirable  that  they  should  confine  them- 
selves to  the  only  matter  of  the  Debate. 
There  appeared  to  be  two  main  allega- 
tions against  Lord  Penrhyn.  The  first 
was  that  he  had  dismissed  or  suspended 
a  large  number  of  his  men  because  they 
were  legitimately  combining  amongst 
themselves ;  and  the  second  was  that  he 
had  put  himself  in  the  wrong  by  declin- 
ing to  accept  the  intervention  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  refused  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  Conciliation  Act  of  last  year. 
K  it  could  be  shown  that  Lord  Penrhyn 
had  dismised  these  men  for  no  other 
reason  except  that  they  were  engaged  in 
a  legitimate  combination  in  their  own 
interests,  the  House  could  take  no  effec- 
tive action  in  the  matter,  because  he 
■apprehended  that  Lord  Penrhyn 's  per- 
sonal feelings  would  not  be  very  mate- 
rially affected.  If  there  were  a  complete 
justification  for  the  men,  every  Hon. 
Member  could  have  his  own  judgment 
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upon  the  matter.  These  men  were  dis- 
missed for  certain  distinct  and  definite 
offences,  the  climax  of  which  was  that  in 
December  they  threatened  a  strike,  and 
he  asked  the  House  to  say  whether  an 
employer  was  bound  to  keep  in  his  em- 
ployment men  who  had  threatened  to 
strike  three  or  four  mouths  hence.  It 
appeared,  the  hon.  Member  said,  quoting 
from  a  statement  circulated  on  behalf  of 
Lord  Penrhyn,  that  in  August  the  men 
came  with  certain  demands,  which  were 
refused.  What  those  demands  were  was 
not  very  material,  but  they  included  a 
rise  in  wages  to  the  extent  of  37J  per 
cent.,  the  present  wafje  being  Ss.  6d,  a 
day,  and  included  a  demand  for  a  mini- 
mum of  48.  6d.  a  day.  In  refusing  those 
demands  Lord  Penrhyn  was  only  doing 
what  other  employers  had  done  in  simi- 
lar cases.  On  December  26  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  men  announced  they  would 
strike  in  March  unless  their  demands 
were  in  the  meantime  granted,  where- 
upon Lord  Penrhyn  suspended  the  Com- 
mittee, and  then  a  general  strike  was 
declared.  If  Lord  Penrhyn  had  no  ob- 
jection to  combination,  why,  hon.  Mem- 
bers might  ask,  did  he  refuse  to  recog- 
nise the  Committee?  The  fact  was  that 
combination  in  that  part  of  the  world 
meant  more  than  it  meant  to  our  ears. 
["  Oh !"]  There  was  a  Committee  prior 
to  1885,  which  was  not  merely  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  men,  but  a  Committee 
which  practically  Ewsumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  quarry.  ^Ministerial  «Acer«.] 
Their  idea  of  management  was  to  run  up 
wages  to  such  an  extent  that  in  1885  the 
entire  >  earnings  were  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  wages  bill.  [C'Acers.]  Lord 
Penrhyn  abolished  the  Committee,  which 
had  never  since  been  recognised,  and  re- 
duced wages  to  the  maximum  paid  in 
any  other  quarry  in  the  district.  Now 
there  was  an  attempt  to  restore  the  Com- 
mittee to  its  old  influence.  The  men 
passed  a  resolution  that  they  should  not 
be  called  individually  to  the  office,  but 
that  negotiations  should  be  carried  on 
under  the  sui)ervi6iou  of  the  General 
Committee — that  was  to  say,  that  Lord 
Penrhyn  was  to  be  deprived  of  his  right 
as  an  employer  to  send  for  any  one  of  his 
employes.  Could  any  employer  possibly 
agree  to  that?  [Si  inisterial  cheers,\ 
This  Committee  had  been  writing  very 
able  letters  to  the  papers,  one  of  which 
covered  over  two  columns  of  The  Timet. 
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It  was  a  beautifully  expressed  letter,  in 
which  it  was  said  that  the  Committee 

were  simply  working  men,  who,  as  they 
were  unable  to  express  themselves  in 
English,  had  to  rely  on  a  translator. 
[Lauffhter.]  He  congratulated  that 
translator  on  having  done  his  work  so 
adminibly.  The  men  complained  that 
the  quarry  was  not  worked  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  benefit  master 
or  men.  They  meant  to  say  that  the 
management  was  bad,  and  would  be  a 
great  deid  better  in  their  hands.  ["  No."] 
Mr.  R.  Davies,  chairman  of  Committee, 
who  went  to  Lord  Penrhyn,  made  a 
speech  in  which  he  said  his  object  was 
"  to  restore  the  King."  It  waa  obvious 
that  the  intention  was  to  restore  the 
Committee,  not  to  represent  the  men  in 
the  interests  of  their  labour,  because  a 
Committee  in  that  sense  had  existed  all 
these  years.  As  representing  the  men 
Lord  Penrhyn  wblb  ready  to  receive  it 
now„  hut  he  would  not  recognise  its 
authority  to  come  between  him  and  the 
management  of  his  quuries.  It  was 
only  natural  Lord  Penrhyn  should  take 
that  coiu-se.  He  was  upholding  the  right 
to  manage  his  own  property.  He  was 
entitled  to  do  bo  in  any  case,  but  he  was 
still  further  induced  to  do  so  by  the 
almost  fatal  consequences  which  had 
ensued  during  that  period  when  the 
muiagMuent  had  passed  into  the  hands 
of  these  men  who  were  now  seeking  to 
resume  it.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
understand  why  Lord  Penrhyn  objected 
to  the  Committee,  and  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  see  that  there  could  be  no 
truth  in  the  assertion  that  Lord  Penrhyn 
dismissed  these  men  for  no  other  reason 
except  that  they  were  combining  amongst 
themselves.  As  to  the  complaint  re- 
gardii^  the  shorthand  writer,  all  Lord 
Penrhyn  wanted  was  that  any  report 
which  was  sent  out  in  connection  with 
BO  delicate  and  difficult  a  matter  as  the 
prdiminary  negotiations  with  respect 
to  conciliation,  should  be  an  accurate 
report.  He  naturally  did  not  put  much 
faith  in  that  class  of  local  journalists 
who  for  weeks  and  weeks  past  had  been 
misrepresentihg  the  facts  of  the  dispute. 
If  the  men  had  suggested  to  Lord 
Penrhyn  the  name  of  an  impartial 
reporter  he  would  not  have  objected  to 
his  presence. 

&^  Hon.  Mihbsb:  Why  did  he  not 
8u^;eBt  iti 

Mr.  Srondey  Davenport. 


Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT:  The 

suggestion  did  not  come  from  him,  but 
from  the  men.  What  the  men  said  was, 
"  We  want  to  bring  om*  own  reporter." 
He  would  now  tiuTi  to  another  point.  He 
had  heard  it  stated  that  the  sweating 
system  lai^^ely  prevailed  in  this  quarry. 
A  man  sent  up  a  long  letter  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  support  of  this  allegation. 
This  individual  stated  that  he  was  en- 
gaged oasually,  and  for  one  day's  job  at 
road  clearing  at  4^d.  per  ton,  under  a 
contractor,  not  under  Lord  Penrhyn.  He 
was  able  to  clear  five  loads  a  day,  which 
would  be  about  3s.  9d.  That  was  not 
a  very  high  wage,  but  at  any  rate  it  waa 
not  his  own  idea  of  sweating.  The 
writer's  description  of  sweating  was  this  : 
"  I  succeeded  in  loading  five  loads  a  day 
aad  that  by  sweating  extremely.*'  [Loud 
laughter^ 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOGAN  (Leicester,  Hai^ 
borough)  asked,  amidst  interruption, 
whether  the  hon.  Member  was  clear  in 
his  calculation. 

Mr.  BROMLET  DAVENPORT  said  a 
load  was  two  tons.  If  the  hon.  Member 
would  go  into  the  matter  he  would  find 
the  statement  was  correct.  It  was  not 
a  high  wage,  3s.  9d.  a  day,  but  it  was  a 
fair  wf^e,  and  though  the  contractor 
might  do  well  at  those  terms  it  seemed 
a  bad  bargain  for  Lord  Penrhyn.  He 
denied  that  Lord  Penrhyn  had  declined 
to  avail  himself  of  the  Conciliation  Act. 
The  Act  provided  that  on  the  applica- 
tion of  eitha-  party  to  a  dispute  the 
Board  of  Trade  might>  if  satisfied  on 
certain  points,  appoint  a  person  or  per- 
sons to  act  as  a  conciliator  or  as  a 
board  of  conciliation.  No  such  sug- 
gestion was  made  to  Lord  Penrhyn.  The 
suggestion  waa  that  one  or  more  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Board  of  Trade  should 
be  present  at  a  proposed  interview  be- 
tween hims^f  and  his  employees.  There 
was  no  provision  in  the  Act  for  this. 
[Chetrs.'l  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  in  one  of 
his  lett»'B  presumed — the  expression  was 
not  too  strong — to  say  that  that  was 
the  intention  of  tho  Act.  It  was,  indeed, 
a  new  and  dangerous  doctrine  that  one 
of  the  administrative  departments 
through  one  of  its  permanent  officials 
ehould  be  allowed  to  do  what  even  the 
Courts  of  Law  could  not  do — read  into 
an  Act  of  Parliament  words  which  were 
not  there.  \Ckeers.'\  Lord  Penrhyn 
dedined  to  be  bound  by  this  assertion 
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oi  a  Government  official,  and  ho  believed 
the  House  would  say  he  was  right.  So 
far  as  the  Conciliation  Act  was  concerned 
Lord  Penrhyn  was  in  the  right  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  in  the  wrong.  Some 
explanation  on  the  point  was  due  from 
the  Board  of  Trade.  \Cheers.'\  But  Lord 
Penrhyn  did  not  taJse  his  stand  merely 
on  the  letter  of  the  law.  Even  if  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  confined  itself  within 
the  limits  of  the  Act,  Lord  Penrhyn 
would  probably  have  declined  to  be 
bound  by  the  decision  of  a  tribunal 
which  had  apparently  already  made  up 
its  mind  against  him.  ["  Oh,  oh  I  "J 
Two  incidents  would  prove  his  case. 
There  was  a  lot  of  correspondence  be- 
tween Lord  Penrhyn  and  the  men  and 
the  Board  of  Trade.  The  Board  pub- 
lished the  correspondence  between  Lord 
Penrhyn  and  themselves,  but  withheld 
the  correspondence  between  the  Board 
and  the  men.  Lord  Penrhyn  asked  for 
the  correspondence,  but  Sir  Courtenay 
Boyle  wrote :  — 

"  I  am  not  aware  of  any  communication  from 
the  men  the  substance  of  which  hag  not  been 
known  to  your  lordship,  but  if  you  desire  to 
have  the  text  of  any  letter  and  will  specify 
which  lett«r  you  have  in  your  mind,  I  will 
cause  a  copy  to  be  supplied  to  yoo  at  once." 

Was  there  ever  anything  so  monstrously 
unfair  f  \Cheera.'\  Lord  Penrhyn  was 
asked  to  select  from  a  bundle  of  corre- 
spondence he  had  never  seen — [cheers 
and  laughter] — a  letter  of  the  contents 
of  which  he  was  totally  ignorant.  Not 
being  a  conjm-or  or  a  thought-reader 
Lord  Penrhyn  declined  to  avail  himself 
of  the  offer.  The  House'  would  agree 
that  the  soiu-ces  from  which  the  Board 
of  Trade  derived  information  on  which 
it  might  have  to  found  its  judgment, 
ought  to  be  without  taint  or  suspicion 
of  prejudice  or  partiality.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  The  Board  derived  its  informa- 
tion from  officera  called  labour  corre- 
ppondents.  The  correspondent  for  the 
district  of  North  Wales  in  which  Lord 
Penrhyn's  quarries  were  situated  was 
Mr.  Geoi^e  Kowley.  Happily  he  was 
relieved  from  the  necessity  of  giving 
the  House  his  own  views  of  Mr. 
Rowle3''s  suitability  for  the  office  he 
held,  and  the  impartiality  with  which 
he  discharged  his  functions,  because 
he  had  put  on  record  his  own  views 
of   his   qualifications   for   the  post. 


Mr.  Rowley  was  lately  attacked  in  a  local 
newspaper  on  the  ground  that  he  could 

not  speak  Welsh.  This  gentleman  wrote 
to  assert  his  qualifications  for  the  post 
he  held.    He  said :  — 

"I  received  my  appointment  through  tbe 
recommendation  of  several  Welsh  Members, 
well-known  Radicals." 

[Loud  cheers  and  laughter.]  He  further 
stated  that  he  had  been  a  trade  unionist 
all  his  life  to  which,  of  course,  there  was 
no  objection,  and  continued:  — 

"  I  have  taken  a  leading  part  for  more  than 
20  years  in,  and  have  hia  a  large  experience 
of,  striken  of  all  kinds,  and  have  on  many  occa- 
sions presided  over  meetings  cond acted  wholly 
in  Welsh.  Only  the  other  day  I  was  chaitinaii 
at  a  Welsh  meeting  at — " 

he  declined  to  attempt  to  pronounce  the 
name — 

"for  the  pnipose  of  raising  subscriptions  on 
behalf  of  toe  Betheada  men. 

This  was  the  man  who  was  conveying 
the  information  to  the  Board  of  ^EVade 
— [cheers] — which  was  to  enable  them  to 
hold  the  scales  of  justice  evenly  between 
the  two  parties  to  this  dispute.  Surely  it 
was  not  Lord  Penrhyn  who  owed  an  ex- 
planation to  the  House,  but  the  Board 
of  Trade.  He  frankly  admitted  that  he 
had  been  induced  to  take  part  in  this 
Debate  by  considerations  of  a  personal 
character.  A  life-long  friendship  which 
he  had  inherited  had  given  him  countless 
opportunities  of  learning  the  true  charac- 
ter of  the  man  who  had  been  assailed 
with  so  much  rancour,  f^or  weeks  past 
Lord  Penrhyn  had  been  the  subject  of 
criticisms  of  a  severe  kmd  at  the  hands 
of  those  who  could  only  have  heard  one 
side  of  the  case.  The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  the  course  of  his  speech  on 
the  Address  expressed  his  deep  r^et 
and  condemnation  of  the  course  Lord 
Penrhyn  had  taken  in  refusing  to  act 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Conciliation 
Act.  [Opposition  cheers.]  He  had  failed 
indeed,  if  he  had  not  made  it  plain  that 
Lord  Penrhyn  had  never  been  invited  to 
act  under  that  Act — [cAeera] — and  he 
could  not  avoid,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, expressing  his  deep  regret  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  more  care- 
ful that  a  statement  so  calculated  to  pre- 
judice public  opinion  before  the  facts 
were  known,  should  at  least  be  accurate, 


Digitized  by 


716 


Lord  Pmrhyn'a 


^COMMONS} 


Quarriea. 


716 


however  ill  judged.  [Cheers.]  AlIoTerthe 
country  for  weeks  and  weeks  past  there 
had  been  speeches,  newspaper  paragraphs, 
leading  articles,  fmd  even  sermons,  de- 
nouncing Lord  Penrhjni.  Only  last  Sun- 
day, he  believed,  the  same  hon.  Members 
opposite  were  deriving  fresh  ideas  and 
inspiration  for  their  speecbes  from  the 
eloquence  of  certain  reverend  gentlemen, 
one  of  whom,  he  understood,  preached 
from  the  text,  "  And  Pharaoh  hardened 
his  heart  and  would  not  let  the  people 
go."  [Loud  laughter.]  The  preacher 
foi^ot  that  the  people  in  this  case  went 
of  their  own  accord.  [Laughter.]  While 
the  House  would  appreciate  the  humour 
of  it,  they  would  also  appreciate  its  in- 
justice. Lord  Penrhyn  was  no  hard- 
hearted Pharaoh,  but  an  upright,  honour- 
able, fair-minded  English  gentleman, 
and  wholly  incapable  of  any  mean,  paltry, 
or  dishonourable  action.  [Cheen  \ 
St^i^estions  had  been  made  that  he  was 
a  hard,  ungenerous,  and  unjust  em- 
ployer ;  but  the  total  refutation  of  that 
was  to  be  obtained  from  the  men  them- 
selves, who  said  they  had  had  good  wages 
and  comfortable  homes.  They  were  un- 
doubtedly a  splendid  body  of  men,  but 
they  earned  splendid  wages.  [Some  cries 
of  "  No."]  That  was  proved  by  the  fact 
that  they  were  able  to  spend  £1,000  in 
a  cricket  ground,  to  build  20  chapels, 
and  to  give  £1,500  to  the  University  of 
Ban^r.  It  was  very  creditable  to  them 
to  have  done  this,  but  they  could  not 
come  to  the  House  and  complfun  of 
sweating  wages.  After  this  strike  400 
men  remained  at  work,  and  Lord 
Penrhyn  kept  them  on  for  thirteen 
weeks,  though  nothing  was  coming  out 
of  the  quarry,  and  when  at  last  he  had 
to  dismiss  them,  he  gave  every  one  of 
them  over  the  age  of  66  a  pension  for 
life  of  £1  a  month,  and  to  everyone 
under  that  age  £1  to  assist  him  in 
obtaining  work  elsewhere.  It  was  fair 
that  the  House  should  know  these  facts. 
If  in  the  remarks  he  had  made  he  had 
given  offence  to  any  section  of  the  House, 
he  apologised,  but  he  made  no  apology 
for  having  resented,  even  with  some 
warmth,  an  attack  which  he  felt  to  be  xm- 
justifiable  on  an  honourable  and  upright 
gentleman,  and  a  personal  friend. 

*Thb  PRESIDEKT  of  thb  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchib,  Croydon) 
said  he  associated  himself  with  evei^ 

^fr.  BromUy  Davenport. 


word  his  hon.  Friend  had  said  with  re- 
gard to  the  personal  character  of  Lord 
Penrhyn.  He  had  not  the  honour  of  his 
personal  acquaintance,  but  he  had  suffi- 
cient acquaintance  with  him  to  enable 
him  to  speiik  upon  it.  He  knew 
from  what  he  had  heard  from  all  quar- 
ters, and  even  from  those  who  unfortu- 
nately were  in  opposition  to  him  at  the 
present  moment,  that  the  character  of 
Lord  Penrhyn  was  as  had  been  described 
by  his  hon.  Friend  ;  and  although  he  re- 
gretted the  position  he  had  taken  up  on 
this  question,  he  hoped  that  no  one  word 
would  fall  from  him  that  would  give  per- 
sonal offence  to  him.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  made  this  Motion  made  it  in 
a  very  clear  and  moderate  speech — 
[Ojiposition  cheers] — and  he  might  also 
say  the  same  for  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Northampton,  who 
he  thought  performed  a  task  of  a  diffi- 
cult character  in  a  way  which  won  for  him 
the  admiration  of  all  Members  of  the 
House.  He  wished  that  these  examples 
of  moderation  had  been  followed  by  some 
of  the  subsequent  speakers  on  both  sides 
of  the  House — [cries  of  "Oh!"  on  the 
Ministerial  side  below  the  gangway] — 
because  he  was  sure  that  what  they  all 
had  at  heart  was  to  endeavour  in  some 
way  or  other  to  bring  this  unhappy  dis- 
pute to  an  amicable  arrangement ;  and 
it  was  not  quite  the  right  way  of  doing 
that  to  use  very  strong  language  on  one 
side  or  the  other.  He  wanted  the  House 
first  of  all  to  consider  what  was  exactly 
the  position  of  the  Board  of  Trade  mth 
regard  to  questions  of  conciliation  and 
the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  the  Con- 
ciliation Act.  The  Board  o^  Trade,  as 
had  been  already  alluded  to,  had  for 
many  years  past  endeavoured  to  perform 
when  requested  the  part  of  conciliator, 
and  had  done  so  with  remarkable  success 
in  many  difiicult  disputes,  involving 
many  intricate  and  difficult  questions. 
But  they  did  so  without  any  statutory 
authority  until  the  Act  of  last  year  was 
passed.  That  Act  was  passed  because  it 
was  felt  on  all  hands  that  the  most  un- 
reasonable way  of  endeavouring  to  settle 
disputes  was  by  trying  to  see  which  side 
could  last  out  the  longest.  It  was  felt, 
and  felt  rightly,  that  disputes  which  in- 
volved the  employment  of  a  large  number 
of  people,  which  involved,  it  might  be, 
the  Teiy  existence  of  an  industry,  which 
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might  be  of  great  importance  to  the 

coimtry,  was  not  merely  a  private  ques- 
tion— [cheers] — and  that  the  utmost 
efforts  possible  should  be  made  by  the 
authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
endeaTOur  to  do  something  which 
should  bring  these  disputes  to  an  end. 
Thus  the  House  of  Commons  had  recog- 
nised that  this  was  a  matter  of  great 
public  concern,  and  they  had  accordingly 
placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  a  lai^e  and  heavy  responsibility 
with  r^ard  to  it.  He  was  glad  to  think 
that  since  the  passing  of  this  Act  many 
disputes — some  of  them  of  great  impor- 
tance— ^had  been  dealt  with  by  the  Board 
of  T^e,  ani  happily  settled.  ["Hear, 
hear  I  "]  He  need  scarcely  allude  to  the 
well-known  case  of  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company,  in  which  on 
the  one  side  the  directors  and  on  the 
other  side  the  men  had  shown  the 
greatest  willingness  to  listen  to  the  re- 
presentations made  to  them  by  himself, 
and  in  which  ultimately  a  settlement  was 
arrived  at  for  which  he  had  received  the 
thanks  of  both  parties.  ["  Hear,  hear !"] 
It  was  also  only  the  other  day — indeed 
it  was  within  the  last  week — that  the 
Board  of  Tni'!e  had  received  an  applica- 
tion from  a  large  coal-mine  owner  at 
whose  mine,  where  1,200  men  were  em- 
ployed, a  strike  had  occurred  that  the 
Department  should  put  into  action  the 
stipulations  and  provisions  of  the  Con- 
ciliation Act.  The  application,  it  should 
be  observed,  came  not  from  the  men  who 
had  struck,  but  from  the  owner  who  had 
been  struck  against.  That  was  a  proof 
that  the  Act  was  not  regarded  only  by 
those  who  struck  but  was  equally  re- 
garded by  those  who  were  struck 
against  as  being  of  value  to  them. 
["  Hear,  hear  ! "]  Ho  might  say 
that  the  utmost  disposition  had  been 
shown  by  both  parties  to  the  dis- 
pute to  take  advantage  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act.  ["  Hear,  hear!"]  And 
how  had  these  settlements  been  brought 
about  1  Not  by  the  fus^  or  official  inter- 
ference of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  by 
bringing  the  parties  tc^ether.  The  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  all 
cases  had  always  been  not  to  put  their 
statutory  powers  as  conciliators  into 
force,  but  to  get  those  concerned  to  settle 
their  disputes  among  themselves.  ["Hear, 


hear!"]  They  believed  that  if  they 
could  get  the  parties  -to  a  dispute  round 
a  table  it  would  be  found  that  there  was 
really  no  very  great  difference  between 
them,  ani  that  the  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  a  settlement  disappeared.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Macclesfield  Division  of 
Cheshire  had  Used  some  very  strong  lan- 
guage with  regard  to  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  connection  with  Lord 
Penrhyn  and  his  employes ;  indeed  he 
had  actually  implied  a  want  of  good  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  Department.  [Cheers 
and  counler-cherrs.]  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man hai  referred  to  certain  letters  which 
had  passed  between  the  Department  and 
Lord  Penrhyn.'  He  took  upon  himself 
the  whole  responsibility  for  the  Board 
of  Trade's  share  in  that  correspondence. 
[Cheers.]  Every  one  of  those  letters  was 
wTitten  under  his  own  personal  super- 
vision, and  he  took  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility for  every  statement  that  was 
made  in  them.  [Cheers.]  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  Sir  Courtenay 
Boyle  had  been  directed  to  read  into  the 
Act  words  which  it  did  not  contain.  That 
was  a  view  that  he  did  not  agree  with. 
Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  in  his  letter  of 
December  24  said — 

"TI:e  remark  in  my  previous  letter  vith 
regard  to  another  disadvantage  under  which 
the  men  would  labour  by  having  to  come  to 
you  vitliout  any  of  their  chosen  leaders  had 
reference  to  the  condition  you  imposed  that  all 
the  menihers  of  the  committee  originally  chosen 
were  to  be  excluded  from  aelectioii  by  the  men 
in  appointing  the  deputation  that  was  to  wait 
upon  you.  To  this  condition,  however  disad- 
vantageous as  it  undoubtedly  was  to  the  men, 
they  very  reluctantly  consented,  but  they  urged 
very  strongly  that  a  representative  of  the 
Board  of  I^ade  should  be  present  at  the  inter- 
view, believing  that  the  adoption  of  this  course 
would  greatly  faciUtate  the  opening  up  of  nego- 
tiations. L)  this  view  the  Board  of  Traide 
concur,  and  they  cannot  but  think  tliat  your 
categorical  refusal  to  comply  with  this  request 
was  neither  in  harmony  with  the  intention  of 
the  ConciUation  Act  nor  promising  for  the 
success  of  the  negotiations. ' 

He  did  not  intend  to  trouble  the  House 
by  reading  Section  2  of  the  Conciliation 
Act.  What  was  intended  by  that  seo- 
:  tion  any  one  could  judge  for  himself ; 
it  was  that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  en- 
deavour to  bring  about  settlement  of  dis- 
putes between  employers  and  employed. 

Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan): 
Read  the  section. 
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Mr.  KITCHIE  said  that  the  section 

was  in  these  words — 

"  Where  a  difference  exists  or  is  apprehended 
between  an  employer  or  any  clan  of  empktyeni 
and  workmen,  or  between  diffwent  classes  of 
woikmen,  the  Board  of  Trade  may,  if  they 
think  fit,  exercise  all  or  any  of  the  following 
powers,  namely :  — (o)  Inquire  into  the  causes 
and  circumstances  of  the  difference ;  (6)  take 
such  steps  as  to  the  Board  may  seem  expe- 
dient for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  parties 
to  the  difference  to  meet  together  by  them- 
selves or  t^eir  representatives,  under  the  prea- 
dency  of  a  chairman  nmtually  agreed  upon  or 
nominated  by  the  lioard  of  Trade  or  by  some 
other  penion  or  body,  with  a  view  to  the 
amicable  settlement  of  the  difference." 

["Hear,  hear!"]  Did  not  that  justify 
the  view  that  Loi^  Penriijn's  refusal  to 

allow  the  Board  of  Trade  to  take  steps 
for  the  settlement  of  the  dispute  between 
him  and  his  men  was  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  the  Act?  [Cheers.'] 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  said 
that  he  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  contended  that 
that  section  of  the  Act  gave  power  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  suggest  that  they 
should  send  their  representative  down  to 
the  scene  of  the  dispute. 
*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  not  only  the 
phraseology  of  the  section,  but  the  whole 
intention  of  the  Act  was  in  that  direc- 
tion. ["Hear,  hear!"]  The  intention 
of  the  section  was  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  might  take  such  steps  as  they 
deemed  necessary  to  bring  about  a  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute  between  the  parties 
— ["  hear,  hear !  "] — and  if  the  Board  of 
Trade  thought  that  the  only  way  to 
bring  about  a  meeting  between  the 
parties  was  by  their  sending  a  represen- 
tative, it  was  clearly  their  duty  to  do 
so.  ["  Hear,  hear  ! "]  The  hon. 
Member  further  stated  that  it  was 
quite  evident  from  the  course  of  the 
correspondence  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  made  up  their  minds  on  the  merits 
of  the  dispute.  To  that  allegation  he 
gave  a  most  absolute  and  unqualified 
denial,  and  he  might  say  that  there  was 
not  a  shade  of  foundation  for  it.  [Cheers.] 
He  and  his  advisers  had  been  most  care- 
ful not  in  any  way  to  enter  into  the  real 
merits  of  the  dispute ;  with  that  he  had 
always  said  he  had  nothing  to  do,  and 
Lord  Penrhyn  knew  that  he  had  always 


stated  that  in  his  correspondence  with 
him.  He  was  satisfied  that  Lord  Penrhyn 
had  never  authorised  the  hon.  Member 
to  put  forward  any  such  contention. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  spoken  about  some  man,  whose 
name  he  had  never  heard  to  his  know- 
ledge, as  being  a  local  labour  correspon- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  from 
whom  they  had  obtained  their  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  this  case.  That  cer- 
tainly was  not  the  case.  ["  Hear,  hear !"] 
So  anxious  had  he  been  that  the  De- 
partment should  receive  the  information 
necessary — not  upon  the  merits  of  the 
case — th&t,  in  addition  to  the  correspon- 
dence, he  had  asked  his  noble  Friend 
Lord  Dudley  to  go  down  and  see  Lord 
Penrhyn  and  endeavour,  by  his  personal 
influence,  to  obtain  that  information, 
and  he  also  sent  down  one  of  the  most 
trusted  officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  see  the  men  with  the  view  of  persuad- 
ing them  to  give  up  some  of  the  points 
which  they  were  insisting  upon.  There- 
fore the  information  received  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  not  obtained  in  any 
shape  from  the  person  to  whom  the  hon. 
Member  referred.  ["  Hear,  hear! "] 
The  man  might  be  a  labour  correspon- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  all  he 
knew,  and  in  that  case  doubtless  it 
would  have  been  his  duty  tto  furnish  such 
information  as  he  could.  There  was  a 
lai^  number  of  these  local  labour  cor- 
respondents, and  perhaps  the  man  re- 
ferred to  might  be  one.  [Ironical 
cheers.]  Did  hon.  Members  who  objected 
to  these  local  labour  correspondents  place 
any  reliance  on  the  Labour  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Trade?  Did  they  think 
it  useful  or  useless!  If  they  thought  it 
useful  they  must  have  as  their  labour 
correspondents  men  who  could  advise 
them  as  regarded  the  circumstances  of 
these  cases.  He  did  not  know  of  the 
individual  referred  to,  but  he  could  say 
that  his  information  in  regard  to  this 
case  was  obtained  from  other  sources. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  also  said  that  Lord  Penrhyn  had 
never  been  asked  to  consent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  conciliator  to  act  under 
the  Conciliation  Act.  That  was  true, 
because  he  regarded  the  appointment  of 
a  conciliator  as  a  more  advanced  step. 
Did  he  understand  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say  that  Lonl  Penrhyn  would  have 
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consented  to  the  appointment  of  a  con- 
ciliator if  he  had  been  aaked  to  do  so  l 

Mb.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  mid 
that  under  no  circumstances  would  Lord 
Penrhyn  have  consented. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  in  that  case 
he  did  not  think  that  the  hon.  Member 
was  entitled  to  find  fault  because  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  not  asked  Lord 
Penrhyn  to  adopt  a  course  to  which  he 
80  strongly  objected.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
As  he  had  already  said,  he  regarded  the 
appointment  of  a  conciliator  as  a  more 
advancei  step.  He  had  always  con- 
sidered that  the  most  friendly  and  best 
way  of  bringing  about  an  agreement  was 
to  get  the  two  parties  to  the  dispute 
together,  and  the  hon.  Member  must 
admit  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  bring 
the  two  parties  together.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  laid  great  stress  upon  the 
fact  that  the  whole  of  the  correspondence 
was  not  sent  to  Lord  Penrhyn,  whilst  it 
was  sent  to  the  men.  But  the  men  had 
to  make  up  their  minds  whether  or  not 
they  would  accept  Lord  Penrhyn's  pro- 
posals, and  therefore  it  was  necessary 
that  the  whole  of  the  correspondence 
should  be  sent  to  them.  That  part  of 
the  correspondence  which  was  not  sent 
to  Lord  Pwirhyn  was  of  a  purely  formal 
character.  Loi^  Penrhyn  was  acquainted 
with  eveiy  material  fact  in  this  corre- 
spondence. He  himself  had  sent  to  Lord 
Penrhyn  the  material  letter  in  the  corre- 
spondence. [Mr.  Bromlbt  Davbnport: 
What  date  ?]  He  sent  it  to  Lord  Penrhyn 
on  October  2.    [02Jpo8ttion  cheers.] 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT:  This 
is  not  the  correspondence  referred  to. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  beg  pardon,  it  is  the 
correspondence.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  He 
did  not  believe  that  Lord  Penrhyn  would 
for  a  moment  contend  that  there  was 
any  portion  of  the  letters  of  the  least 
importance  which  was  not  forwarded  to 
him.  They  had  not  concealed  from  him 
a  single  thing  that  he  ought  to  have 
known  ;  he  was  certain  of  that.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1  "]  He  could  only  say  with  regard 
to  much  of  the  discussion  that  had  taken 
place  that  day  that  they  had  steadily 
avoided  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
ease,  and  he  did  not  now  propose  to  go 
into  them.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "J  Their 
object  was  to  attain  peace.  His  hon. 
Friend  said  that  there  were  three  condi- 
tions laid  down — two  of  them  of  minor 


importance  and  one  of  them  of  con- 
siderable importance.  The  two  of 
minor  importance  he  had  said  might 
h&ve  been  overcome,  hut  not  the 
important  one.  The  two  minor  points 
were  the  shorthand  writer  and  the  in- 
terpreter, and  the  one  of  importance  was 
the  presence  of  a  representative  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  It  was  cxuious  that  in 
letter  No.  13  of  the  correspondence  there 
were  these  words — that  with  r^ard  to 
the  presence  of  a  Board  of  Trade  repre- 
sentative, he  stated,  there  was  no  desire 
to  press  the  matter  against  Lord 
Penrhyn's  wishes.  So  that  this  point 
was  waived  before  the  negotiations  were 
brought  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  BROMLET  DAVENPORT :  It  was 
revived. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE :  After  the  negotiations 
had  practically  terminated  the  sugges- 
tion was  renewed  ;  but  prior  to  that  Lord 
Penhr3m  was  informed  that  the  presence 
of  a  Board  of  Trade  representative  would 
not  be  pressed  against  his  wishes.  That 
was  the  one  condition  of  importance, 
and  it  was  withdrawn  before  the  negotia- 
tions came  to  a  close.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
Then  there  r^nained  the  shorthand 
writer  and  the  interpreter.  He  was  told 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  obtained  in  the  quarry  a  man  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  Welsh  and 
English  who  would  have  made  a  good 
interpreter,  and  as  to  the  shorthand 
writer  my  hon.  Fri«id  said  that  no  sug* 
gestion  came  from  the  Board  of  Trade  on 
the  subject.  On  reference  to  No.  20  it 
would  be  found  to  this  effect:  — 

"I  am  directed  to  ask  whether  you  still 
adhere  to  the  objectioa  to  a  representative  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  attending  at  the  first  meet- 
ing, and  whether  yoa  consent  to  tb9  men 
bnnging  an  interpreter  and  a  shorthand  writer 
whose  names  should  be  first  submitted  to  yon 
for  your  approVaL" 

[Opposition  cheers."}  He  authorised  that 
letter  to  be  written  without  consultation 
with  the  men.  [Mr.  Bromlbt  Davbn- 
port :  "  Hear,  hear  1  "J  He  did  not  quite 
understand  that  "  hear,  hear  1 "  It  was 
they  who  had  reason  to  complain  if  he 
had  exceeded  his  powers  in  this  respect. 
No  notice  was  taken  of  that  suggestion. 
As  far  as  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
concerned  there  was  no  wish  to  press 
a  shorthand  writer  not  approved  of  hj 
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Lord  Peiirhyn.  He  hoped  that  they 
would  have  no  prolonged  discussion  ou 
the  subject.  He  most  earaestly  desired 
that  the  negotiations  broken  off  might 
be  resumed.  They  were  willing  to  meet, 
as  far  as  possible,  every  suggestion  which 
Lord  Pejirhyn  might  make  in  order  to 
get  the  parties  together  to  discover 
reasons  for  ending  the  conflict.  He  hoped 
he  had  shown  that  that  was  the  sole 
desire  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  [Cheert.\ 
•Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire,  W.):  We  have  witnessed 
this  afternoon  a  remarkable  and,  I  can 
only  call  it,  a  very  painful  scene.  I  have 
heard  of  Ministers  being  attacked,  some- 
times perhaps  unjustly,  by  a  violent 
Opposition,  but  a  more  vehement  and,  I 
think,  a  more  luijust  attack  made  on  a 
responsible  Minister  of  the  Crown  by 
one  of  his  avowed  supporters  and  cheered 
to  the  echo  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
I  never  heard  of.  [Laughter  and 
Opposition  cheertJ]  It  seems  to  me  the 
inveterate  practice  of  this  overwhelming 
majority  is  to  occupy  themsdves  night 
after  night  with  attack  after  attack  upon 
their  chosen  representatives.  [Laughter.] 
1  must  say  the  practice  saves  the  minority 
the  task  of  criticising  the  action  of  the 
Government ;  and  I  must  odd  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  for  Macclesfield  desires  to 
bring  this  quarrel  to  an  end  a  more  un- 
successful advocate  I  have  never  listened 
to ;  for,  if  this  matter  is  to  be  ap- 
proached in  the  spirit  in  which  he  has 
approached  it,  there  will  not  and  there 
cannot  be  peace  in  that  district.  [Cheer8.] 
What  is  the  langua|^  what  we  have 
heard  from  him  in  this  matter?  First 
of  all  it  was  a  denunciation  of  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  carrying  out 
the  Conciliation  Act,  There  can  be 
nothing  more  clear  on  the  face  of  the 
Act  than  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  this  matter  was  exactly  the 
thing  which  the  statute  laid  down. 
[Cheers.]  Listen  to  what  the  Act  says. 
It  contemplates  a  difference  between  an 
employer  and  his  workmen.  In  such 
case  the  Board  of  Trade  may — 

(1.)  "Inquirn  into  the  crqks  and  circum- 
stances of  toe  difference. 

(2.)  "Take  snoh  nte-pa  as  to  the  Board  may 
fieem  expedient  for  the  poipoae  of  enablinfi  the 
parties  to  meet  together  of  themselves  or  their 
repreeentat  i  veg, . 

(3.)  "On  the  appHcalion  of  either  party 
appoint  a  person  to  act  as  conciliator." 

Mr.  JSitehie, 


All  this  may  be, done  on  the  application 
of  one  of  the  parties ;  it  is  only  when  it 
comes  to  a  final  arbitration  that  the 
consent  of  both  sides  is  required.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
exercise  the  first  three  powers  upon 
the  application  of  either  of  the 
parties.  Lord  Penrtg^  had  under- 
taken to  say  that  this  is  a  private  matter, 
in  which  the  Board  of  Trade  had  uo 
right  to  interfere  and  no  right  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances.  The  Board  of 
Trade  can  take  such  steps  as  may  seem 
expedient  on  the  application  of  one  of 
the  partiee  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  parties  to  the  difference  to  meet 
together.  How  are  they  to  do  that? 
The  interference  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
resented  by  Lord  Penrhyn.  What  vbm 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  do  except  to  apply 
to  Lord  PenHiyn  and  su^^t  to  him  how 
to  carry  the  Act  out?  Thereupon  Lord 
Penrhyn  says :  "  This  is  a  private  affair ; 
you  have  no  business  to  interfere  be- 
tween me  and  my  workmen."  Accord- 
ing to  the^  Act  the  parties  might 
meet  under  a  chairman  mutually  agreed 
upon  or  nominated  by  the  Boanl  of 
Trade.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  entitled  to  nominate  a 
chairman.  It  is  entirely  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Act  as  well  as  of 
the  letter  that  the  Board  of  Trade  should 
send  a  representative.  ["  No !  "]  The 
words  are  perfectly  clear.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
Can  anybody  say  that  the  course  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  su^esting  to  Lord 
Penrhyn  that  a  representative  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  bo  present  in 
order  to  assist  in  settling  the  difference, 
did  not  come  within  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  that  Act?  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  were  justified  in  doing — 
and,  indeed,  were  called  upon  to  do — 
what  they  did.  What  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  is  perfectly  true. 
The  Board  of  Trade  might,  if  they  bad 
chosen  to  do  so,  on  tho  application  of 
the  employers  or  workmen,  and  after  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  existence  and 
adequacy  of  the  means  available  for  con- 
ciliation, have  appointed  a  person  or  per- 
sons to  act  as  a  conciliator  or  as  a  board 
of  conciliation.  Now,  what  becomes  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Macclesfield's  veno- 
mous attack  upon  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle 
for  presuming  to  say  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  what  he  did?  It  is  a 
mean  and  unworthy  course,  and  one 
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which,  is  alwajs  condemned,  and  I  hope 
ftlvays  will  be  condemned  in  this 
House,  to  attack  one  of  the  permanent 
officials  in  a  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  which  thexe  is  a  responsible 
Ministw  in  this  House.  [Cheers.]  No 
Minister  who  respects  himself  or  respects 
the  House  of  Commons  will  do  otherwise 
than  repudiate  such  unworthy  attacks  as 
those  made  by  the  hon.  Member  upon 
Sir  Courtenay  Boyle.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  did  in  this  matter 
what  he  ought  to  hare  done,  and  he  did 
what  his  chief  has  taken — and  very  pro- 
perly t^en — ^the  responsibility  for.  I 
deplore  and  condemn  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Penrhyn  in  refusing  to  accept  the 
good  offices  of  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
the  Conciliation  Act  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  this  unfortunate  dispute.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  very  pleased  to 
go  about  the  country  boasting  of  the 
social  legislation  which  they  have  passed. 
Here  is  a  fine  specimen  of  their  social 
Ic^slation  I  [Op2}os{tion  cheers.]  It  has 
led  to  that  sort  of  language  which  I  can 
only  call  a  declaration  of  warfare  be- 
tween employers  and  employed — ["  No, 
no  "] — ^wMch  has  characterise  the  whole 
course  of  this  dispute,  and  it  is  setting 
at  naught  your  o^vn  Act  of  which 
you  boast  before  the  constituencies 
— on  Act  which  I  am  boimd  to 
say  has  done  great  good  in  this 
country.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "J  Yes ;  great 
good,  because  it  had  been  fairly  and 
honourably  dealt  with  by  employers  of 
labour,  Lord  Penrhyn  being,  as  far  I 
know,  the  sole  and  unfortunate  excep- 
tion. Suppose,  when  one  of  the  most 
disastrous  strikes  that  could  threaten 
the  indtistiy  of  this  country  was  impend- 
ing between  the  London  and  North- 
Western  Railway  Company,  the  company 
had  chosen  to  hold  the  language  of  the 
old  Duke  of  Newcastle  before  the  Reform 
Bill — "  Cannot  I  do  what  I  like  with  my 
own?"  That  was  the  motto  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn has  chosen  to  adopt.  Suppose  the 
London  and  North-Westem  Railway 
Company  had  chosen  to  say:  "Oh, 
questions  between  us  and  our  employ^ 
are  private  matters ;  what  business  has 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  say  a  word  in  the 
matter!  Why  in  the  world  are  we  not 
to  do  as  we  like  with  our  own? "  On  the 
contrary,  they  sought  the  good  offices  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  matter  was 
satisfactorily   settled.     Lord  Penrhyn 

VOL.  XLV.  [fodbth  raioBs.] 


would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Board 
of  Trade;  he  would  have  nobody  but 
his  own  interpreter  and  his  own  short- 
hand writers,  and  he  would  take  no  step 
whatever  that  might  put  tm  end  to  the 
strife.  There  is  another  point,  and  in  my 
opinion  a  more  important  and  far  more 
wide-reaching  question,  and  that  is  the 
war  Lord  Penrhyn  has  declared  against 
the  principle  of  labour  combination.  Was 
there  ever  such  an  idle  pretence  as  to 
say:  "I  am, in  favour  of  combination, 
but  I  will  refuse  to  admit  of  any  of  the 
methods  by  which  alone  combination 
can  be  given  effect  to"  1  How 
can  a  combination  of  men  be  carried 
out  except  through  a  committee 
or  a  body  corresponding  to  a  com- 
mittee? We  have  been  told  that  these 
are  the  private  rights  of  property  of 
Lord  Penrhyn.  Yes,  there  are  private 
rights  of  property ;  but  these  men  have 
quite  as  great  private  rights  as  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn. The  men  have  private  rights  in 
their  own  labour,  and  when  there  is  a 
question  of  wages  or  contract  they  have 
just  as  much  r^ht  to  defeaid  those  pri- 
vate r^hts  as  Lord  Penrhyn  has  to  de- 
fend lus.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  How  are 
they  to  defend  their  rights?  Are  they 
not  to  choose  their  o^vn  agents  just  as 
Ijord  Penrhyn  chooses  his?  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn, has  no  right  to  question  who  shall 
be  the  agents  of  these  men,  any  more 
than  they  have  a  right  to  challenge  the 
agent  Lord  Penrhyn  thinks  fit  to  employ. 
If  his  example  is  followed  by  em- 
ployers of  labour  you  will  have 
nothing  but  endless  strikes,  you 
will  have  no  peace  between  capital 
:  and  labour.  [Cheers.]  It  is  because 
employers  of  Ubotu*  have  for  many  a 
long  year  recognised  that  in  these  com- 
binations, and  in  the  agencies  which 
these  combinations  employ,  they  have 
the  best  means  of  reconciling  the  in- 
terest of  capital  with  that  of  laboiu-, 
that  they  have  always  desired  there 
should  be  representatives  of  these 
great  bodies  of  workmen.  Lord 
Penrhyn  has  endeavoured  to  deal 
individually  with  the  men,  and  his  men, 
I  hope,  nevo:  will  allow  themselves  to 
be  individually  treated  with.  ["Hear, 
hear  I  "]  Whatever  his  representatives 
may  say,  he  has  decliured  war  upon  the 
rights  of  combination.  What  business  has 
he  to  attack  the  71  men  who  were  chosen 
by  some  thousands  of  these  .quanymenf 
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An  hon.  Friend  behind  me  gave  a 
v&ry  good  illustration — namely,  that 
from  the  momrait  these  men  became  the 
agents  of  the  whole  of  ihe  quarrymen 
they  were  invested,  as  it  were,  with  a  swt 
of  right  which  belongs  to  an  ambassador, 
and  Lord  Penrhyn  had  no  r^ht  to  at- 
tack the  men  and  atupend  them.  I 
deeply  r^ret  that  Lord  Penrhyn,  against 
whom  pOTsonally  I  desire  to  say  nothing 
— {rt  laugh] — I  have  said  nothing 
against  Lord  Penrhyn  personally.  I  have 
said  he  has  totally  misapprehended  the 
intention  and  the  character  of  the  Con- 
ciliation Act,  and,  in  my  opinion,  he  has 
entirely  misapprehended  the  whole 
character  of  these  combinations  of 
labour.  ["  Hear,  hetur !  "]  Now  the  ques- 
tion we  have  to  discuss  to-day  is  whether 
you  desh^  as  Parliament  appeared  to 
desire  last  Session,  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  should  be  a  beneficent  instrument 
in  bringing  these  contests  between  capital 
and  labour  to  end  by  offering  its 
good  offices  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
rights  of  the  matters  and  to  remove  the 
differences  between  the  parties.  You 
made  on  attempt.  That  attempt  pro- 
mised great  succras.  Experience  has 
shown  that  the  intervention  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  has  been  generally  useful.  I  do 
not  understand  the  denunciation  of  the 
labour  correspondent.  Everybody  knows 
that  the  office  of  a  labour  correspondent 
is  not  at  all  to  direct  or  to  influence  the 
policy  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Labour 
correspondents  simply  send  up  particu- 
lars as  to  wages  and  employment,  the 
number  of  unemployed,  and  so  forth — 
mere  statistical  information — and  there- 
fore all  the  t^ipeals  to  prejudice  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Macclesfi^  only 
tend  to  embitter  the  oontroversy,  which 
is  bitt^  enough  without  them.  Tou 
have  in  the  Board  of  Trade  a  very  use- 
ful instrument  of  conciliation.  Are  you 
going  to  destroy  it  by  encouraging  the 
line  Lord  Penrhyn  has  taken?  If  you 
are,  then  tear  up  your  Conciliation  Act 
• — it  is  not  worth  the  paper  it  is  printed 
on — and  admit  your  social  reforms  are 
worthless,  as  indeed  they  are  if  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  Penrhyn  is  to  prevail.  Let 
us  come  to  a  clear  understimdii^  on  the 
subject  of  combination.  Are  you  going 
to  make  war  on  the  trade  unions?  If 
you  take  up  the  line  that  an  employer 
of  labour  is  entitled  to  say ;   "  This  is 
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my  private,  affair,  and  you  have  no  busi- 
ness in  it,  and  I  won't  deal  with  any  of 
my  ffluploy^s  who  go  into  combinations, 
and  who  choose  their  own  representa- 
tives," we  know  exactly  where  we  are. 
Shortly,  after  I  came  into  Paiiiament, 
as  the  hon.  M^ber  for  Leicester  knows 
very  well,  we  fought  out  this  battle  in 
the  serenties.  We  thm  passed  these 
Acts,  which  gave  recognition  to  the 
trade  unions  of  the  country,  and  are 
you  prepared  now  to  overthrow  that 
legislation,  and  to  support  Lord  Penrhyn 
in  a  view  on  the  subject  of  combina- 
tion which  would  defeat  the  whole 
principle  of  those  Acts?  I  venture  to 
say  that  this  is  a  much  largur  ques- 
tion than  that  involved  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  I  hope,  at  all 
events,  that  in  spite  of  the  animated 
and  vehement  language  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Macclesfield,  inspired,  doubt- 
less, by  those  sentiments  of  personal 
regard  which  everybody  must  respect, 
we  have  a  higher  duty  than  the  con- 
sideration of  the  cliaracter  of  particular 
individuals  or  the  sentiments  of  personal 
regard.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  We  have  to 
d^  with  one  of  the  gravest  questions 
which  affect  the  prosperity  of  this  coun- 
try. We  know  what  injury  has  already 
been  done  by  strikes  to  the  trade  of  this 
country,  and  are  you  going  to-night  to  en- 
courage a  course  which  must  make  strikes 
much  more  general  and  prolonged? 
Are  you  going  to  condemn  the  Board  of 
Trade  for  interposing  to  prevent,  if  pos- 
sible, the  evils  of  strikes  ?  IChecre.l 
Are  you  going  to  declare  principles 
making  war  upon  that  other  method  of 
conciliation  which  it  is  competent 
for  trade  unions  to  appoint  representa- 
tive men  to  deal  with  their  emploj^rsl 
If  so,  you  are  preparing  for  yoursdves 
a  very  evil  future--[**  Hear,  hear  1 "] — 
if  so,  you  will  be  laying  the  founda- 
tions of  perpetual  strife,  which  will 
undermine  the  prosperity  and  com- 
merce of  this  country.  Therefore, 
I  hope  that  even  at  this  moment  wiser 
counsels  may  prevail,  and  that  Lord 
Penrhyn  will  accede  to  the  just  and 
friendly  interposition  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  that  he  will  deal  in  this 
matter  with  the  men  whom  his  employes 
regard  as  their  representatives  and 
friends.  Except  by  so  dealing  with  th»n 
I  fear  that  it  wHl  be  impossible  that 
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Lord  PenrhTa  caa  ever  come  to  a  fair 
undn^nding  with,  the  men  who  ^erred 
him  before,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would 
Berre  him  again.  [Cheerg.'] 

Thb  first  lord  of  thh  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  cannot  imagine  to  whom  the 
solemn  sermon  contained  in  the  closing 
sentences  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
^eech  are  reallj  addressed.  [Laughter.] 
Looking  across  the  floor  of  Uia  House 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said : — 

"Are  3^  going. to  sanction  thia  or  that?  Are 
gofaig .  to  lay  down  tliat  workmen  are  not 
to  be  .permitted  to  combine?  Are  tou  goiag  to 
support  this  or  that  new  principler* 

And  turning  to  the  Member  for  Leicester 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appealed  to 
their  common  experience,  observing, 

"Don't  yon  remember  the  noble  figbt  we 
fought  25  yea^.ago  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  British  workmen  to  combine!" 

[Laughter.]  So  far  as  I  can  carry  in  my 
own  mind  the  history  of  legislation  on 
this  subject,  almost  all  the  principal 
Acts  giving  liberty  to  workmen  to  com- 
bine were  Tory  Acts — [cheers] — and  were 
part  of  that  programme  of  social  l^s- 
lation  i^ainst  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sneers,  but  which  I  do  not 
think  he  will  find  it  very  expedient  to 
denounce  on  public  platforms.  [Cheers.} 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  whether 
the  Government  are  going  to  destroy 
their  own  Conciliation  Act  of  last  year — 
a  most  pertinent  question,  and  one  which 
I  confess  has  been  occuiring  to  me  more 
than  once  during  the  course  of  this 
Debate.  It.  is  principally,  indeed  solely, 
for  the  purpose  of  begging  the  House  not 
to  destroy  tiie  Act  by  hasty  and,  if  I 
may  say  so  without  office,  int^perate 
Debate  that  I  have  risen.  [Cheers.]  I 
make  no  complaint  whatev^  f^iainst  the 
fact  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  below 
the  gangway  and  others  have  thought 
themselves  bound  to  criticise  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Trade.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  We  ask  for  no  immunity  from 
criticism  from  either  side  of  the  House. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "]  So  long  as  criticism  is 
directed  to  our  administrative  errors — 
if  administrative  errors  they  be — I 
should  be  the  last  pwson  to  complain  of 
it.  On  this  part  of  the  Debate,  however, 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  it  serans  to  me. 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  ably  and' 


successfully  defended  the  action  of  his 
Department — [cheers] — and  the  action 
of  his  subordinates,  and  nothing  further 
is  required  from  his  colleagues  in  defence 
either  of  the  head  of  the  Department  or 
of  any  members  of  it.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "j 
But  there  is  a  much  laiger  question 
involved  in  this  discussion,  and  I  ask  the 
House  in  all  seriousness  whether  they 
think  it  possible  that  any  Conciliation 
Act  is  going  to  work  in  this  countiy  if 
you  take  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Deputment  on  the  one  side,  and  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  workmen  and  em- 
ployers on  the  othw,  and  make  it  the 
subject  of  acrimonious  controversy  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  [Cheers.]  The 
thing  is  absolutely  impossible.  Thia 
House  has  many  great  qualifications  and ' 
many  great  gifts,  but  the  qmdificatiou 
of  being  an  impartial  judge  is  one  which 
it  does  not  and  never  can  possess,  and 
it  would  be  disastrous  to  the  public  inte* 
rests  if  it  should  lay  any  claim  to  it. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  I  agree  with  the  able 
speech  of  the  opener  of  the  Debate,  a 
speech  which  was  couched  in  very  mode- 
rate language.  I  believe  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber did  his  best  not  to  embitter  the 
dispute— ["  Hear,  hear  1 but  his 
example  has  not,  I  think,  been  followed 
by  every  one  who  has  spoken.  In  the 
nature  of  things  it  is  impossible,  perhaps, 
that  the  hon.  Member's  example  should 
he  followed  by  all.  Once  throw  down 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  as  a  mattor  for 
discussion  questions  between  representa- 
tives of  different  classes  or  sections  in 
the  House — questions  in  which  personal 
discretion,  conduct,  and  character  were 
involved — and  you  will  inevitably  find 
that  bitterness  is  imported,  that  accusa- 
tions are  made  against  people  who  can- 
not defend  themselves  which  must  rankle 
and  leave  behind  them  consequences 
very  injurious  to  all  the  interests  con- 
cerned, and  which  can  be  productive  of 
nothing  but  evil  to  every  person  involved 
in  the  dispute.  What  would  be  thought 
if  a  similar  course  were  taken  when  any 
body  of  gentlemen  in  this  House  thought 
not  that  the  employer  is  in  error,  but 
that  the  trade  union  leaders  involved  in 
a  dispute  are  in  error  owing  to  thar 
action?  Supposing  the  trade  union 
leaders,  by  their  faults,  either  of  know- 
ledge or  of  temper,  involved  a  great 
industry  in  ruin  and  inflicted  great  in- 
juries on  a  vast  body  of  workmen,  what 
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would  be  thought  if  their  case  was 
Tehemeutly  discussed  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  a  strong  per- 
sonal attack  made  on  their  discretion  t 
[Ckeeri.]  I  know  what  I  should  think 
in  such  circumstances.  I  should  think 
it  a  most  deplorable  and  unfortunate 
course.  I  should  say  that  this  was  not 
the  way  to  induce  men  to  agree  among 
themsdves;  and  if  that  is  not  the  way 
to  act  when  we  are  dealing  with  the 
leadors  of  labour,  so  also  it  is  not  the 
way  to  act  when  we  are  dealing  with 
those  who  are  employers  of  laboiu-. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  We  are  all  alike  falli- 
ble, all  alike  liable  to  error,  all  alike 
may  permit  personal  feeling  to  intervene 
b^ween  the  diy  light  of  discretion  or 
i«asou,  and  these  inevitable  failings  to 
which  we  are  all  liable  are  a^^ravated, 
not  ai^ieased,  hy  such  Debates  as  we 
have  lud  to-night.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
For  my  part  I  cannot  hel^  thinking  that, 
if,  whaiever  the  Board  of  IVade  happens 
to  foil,  either  with  the  employer  or  a 
body  of  workmoi,  in  carrying  out  the 
beneficent  work  which  was  initiated  by 
Parliament  last  year,  the  merits  of  the 
question  are  to  be  discussed  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  accompanied 
by  the  invective  and  bitterness  which 
must  attach  to  such  questions,  then 
social  legislation,  at  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  sneered  in  so  far  as  it 
is  embodied  in  the  Act  of  last  year,  is 
foredoomed  to  disastrous  foilure.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "J  This  much,  I  think,  is  generally 
acknowledged,  that  the  body  of  work- 
men engaged  in  the  quarries  of  Lord 
Penrhyn  are  most  admirable  specimens 
of  the  working  men  of  this  country — 
[cAeer*] — and,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
think  that  it  will  be  admitted  that  Lord 
Penrhyn,  both  as  a  man  and  as  an  em- 
ployer, is  honourable,  and,  indeed,  not 
only  honourable,  but  generous.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  The  ^urt  of  my  hon.  Friend's 
speech  in  which  he  deidt  with  the 
motives  which  led  him  to  bring  the 
matter  forward  with  so  much  ability — 
[ekeere] — and  the  way  in  which  he  dealt 
with  the  character  and  conduct  of  a 
personal  friend  must  have  found  an  echo 
in  the  hearts  of  everyone  who  listened 
to  him.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  Whatever  we 
may  think  of  this  dispute — and  if  I  had 
an  opinion  I  would  not  express  it — 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "] — it  is,  at  all  events, 
abundantly  dear  that  in  Lord  Penrhyn 
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we  are  dealing  with  one  of  those  em- 
ployers of  labour  who  have  shown  them- 
selves not  merely  honourable,  but 
generous  towards  their  workmra,  and 
who  have  done  very  much  for  the 
great  body  of  workmen,  with  whom, 
after  all,  their  own  interests  are-  so 
intimatdy  and  closed  associated. 
[Cheert.'l  Sorely  we  ought  to  do  aome- 
thing  to  earn  the  blessings  that  have 
been  pronounced  upon  peacemakers. 
Some  speeches,  and  notably  that  to  which 
we  have  just  listened,  are  not  likely  to 
earn  us  anything  of  that  klod.  [Laughter 
and  chetrs.^  I  hope,  now  that  the  De- 
bate has  gone  on  for  upwards  of  three 
hours,  it  will  be  felt  on  all  sides  of  the 
House  that  no  further  public  advantage, 
that  no  further  benefit  to  the  men  lately 
engaged  in  this  great  industry,  that  no 
further  advantage  either  to  capital  or 
labour,  can  posnuy  accrue  from  prolong- 
ing a  Debate  which  has  gone  on,  in  my 
judgmait,  too  long  already,  and  that  we 
may  hasten  to  bring  this  Debate  to  a 
conclusion  and  hesitate,  and  hesitate 
once  again,  before  we  think  it  nece&ut.uy 
to  bring  into  the  arena  of  public  De- 
bates in  the  House  of  Commons  matters 
?'ith  which  the  House  of  Commons  is 
but  little  quaUfied  to  deal,  and  on  which, 
if  it  does  persist,  as  it  has  a  right  to 
persist,  io  dealing  with,  I  am  afraid  it  is 
likely  to  do  more  harm,  in  the  long  ran, 
than  good.  My  right  hon.  Friend  has 
shown,  both  by  his  speech  tonight  and 
by  his  conduct,  that  his  earnest  deure 
Olid  the  object  of  the  efforts  of  the  De- 
partment over  which  he  presides  are 
directed  towards  healing  those  unhappy 
differences.  \Chetrs.^  Let  us  not  mar 
the  good  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  ; 
let  us  wish  him  good  speed  in  all  his 
efforts,  and  let  us  not  intervene  in  a 
manner,  apparently  in  his  support,  but 
really  in  a  way  which  must  hamper  all 
he  is  doing  by  attacks  and  criticisms 
upon  persons  who  are  not,  and  who  can- 
not be,  here  to  defend  themaelves,  but 
with  regard  to  whom  passionate  contro- 
versy had  been  aroused  in  the  country 
which  cannot  but  find  a  reflection  in  our 
Debates  if  we  permit  ourselves  to  debate 
them.  I  need  say  no  more  upon  the 
substance  of  the  Debate  we  have  been 
engaged  in.  With  regard  to  the  techni- 
cal point  of  view  of  the  division,  I  hope 
we  may  be  spared  it.  ["  Hear,  hear  1  *"] 
It  is  evident  that  the  diviaion  can  only 
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be  as  to  whether  the  House  adjourns  or 
does  not  adjourn,  and  whereas  there  are 
cases  in  which  even  that  apparently  un- 
meaning Motion  may  be  interpreted  into 
a  verdict  of  the  House  on  one  side  or  the 
other  of  a  question  it  cannot  be  so  inter- 
preted on  the  present  occasion,  because 
evidently  all  those  who  desire  to  support 
the  Board  of  Trade,  all  those  who  dceire 
to  support  Lord  Penrhyn,  all,  whatever 
interest  they  may  take  in  the  contro- 
versy, are  bound  really  to  vote  for  the 
Government  on  this  occasion.  {LaughterJl 
Those  who  vote  against  the  Government 
are  condemning  my  right  hon.  Friend — 
[cries  of  "  No !  "]— -and  I  understand  that 
everybody,  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  is 
agreed  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
behaved  admirably.  [General  ekScrt.] 
On  other  hand,  if  there  be  any  who' 
concur  with  the  criticisms  hastily  passed, 
if  I  may  venture  to  say  so,  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Hacdesfield,  they 
arc  equally  bound  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment, because  if  they  do  not  support  the 
Government  they  are  condemning  Lord 
Penrhyn.  [Lavghter.]  Under  these 
circumstances  I  hope  it  will  be  generally 
thought  that  the  Debate  has  gone  far 
encugh,  and  that  we  need  not  emphasise 
what  has  passed  by  going  to  the  trouble 
of  a  division.  [CheersJ] 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  charac- 
terised the  Debate  as  memorable  in  the 
industrial  histoiy  of  this  country,,  and 
went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  House  of 
Commons  would  some  day,  perhaps,  not 
regret  that  the  Motion  for  Adjournment 
intervened  between  the  South  African 
Committee,  which  had  for  its  object  the 
correction  of  undisciplined  wealth  abroad, 
while  this  Motion  sought  to  keep  in 
check  irresponsible  capital  at  home.  He 
regretted  that  the  sympathetic  speech  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  offered 
no  solution  of  the  Penrhyn  dispute.  He 
could  not  follow  the  r^ht  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  House  of  0>mmonB  was  out 
of  place  in  discussing  a  momentous  ques- 
tion like  this.  He  would  follow  him, 
however,  in  not  importing  into  his  ver- 
sion of  the  dispute  any  question  as  to 
Lord  Penrhyn,  whose  heart  he  did  not 
question,  but  whose  head  had  sadly  failed 
him,  and  in  regard  to  whom  the  opiAion 
of  his  own  class  was,  that  one  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn made  an  adjournment,  10  I^ord 
Penrhyn's  might  make  a  riot,  and  100 
liOid  Penrhyn's  might  make  a  roTolu- 


tion.  He  ventured  to  say  that  if  they 
coul  i  hear  the  opinion  of  the  whole  Con- 
servative Party  of  Lord  Penrhyn's  atti- 
tude it  would  be  to  advise  him  to  take 
the  first  opportunity  of  climbing  down 
from  the  position  that  he  had  made  un- 
tenable by  his  intolerance.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  took  some  credit 
to  his  Party  for  its  connection  with  the 
passing  of  the  laws  that  made  for  free- 
dom of  combination.  Lord  Ctobb's  con- 
duct towards  that  end  deserved,  and 
secured  at  the  time,  the  approval  of 
every  labourer,  irrespective  of  politics ; 
but  they  complained — at  least  he  did — 
that  the  old  traditions  of  the  Tory  Party 
were  being  departed  from  in  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn's attitude.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  had  no  right  to  say  that  the 
House  of  Commons  should  not  press  this 
matter  any  further.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons he  regarded  as  the  highest  tribunal 
in  this  country,  and  a  Chamber  in  which 
the  workmen,  whether  combined  or  not, 
had  the  utmost  trust  and  confidence  on 
the  bedrock  principles  that  affected  their 
right  to  live  and  to  combine.  When  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  told  them 
that  they  would  do  no  good  by  discussing 
this  question,  he  would  say  respectfully 
that  his  suggestion  was  simply  sterile, 
because,  beyond  a  few  stilted  common- 
place, there  was  no  suggestion  for  any 
solution  by  means  of  which  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn would  come  to  his  senses  and  con-* 
cede  at  once  the  elementary  right  of 
every  Englishman  to  sell  his  labour 
under  conditions  that  he  himself  might 
determine.  The  labour  leaders  and  work- 
men involved  in  this  dispute  had  been 
conciliatory  almost  to  the  point  of  sub- 
serviency. He  did  hope  that  before  this 
Debate  was  over  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  suggest  some  means  by  means  of 
which  the  quanymen  would  be  able  to 
follow  their  peaceful,  constitutional  de- 
mand for  representation.  If  it  was  not 
conceded  to  them  they  would  j>erhap8 
have  to  resort  to  means  and  methods 
that  other  workmen  in  other  parts  of 
the  country  had  sometimes  adopted,  and 
not  always  with  the  preaching  of  ser- 
mons, the  passing  of  resolutions  in 
chapels,"  and  the  singing  of  hymns.  How- 
ever much  they  might  regret  it,  they  had 
got  an  industrial  calamity  in  Bethesda. 
They  had  got  there  a  social  question  that 
touched  the  very  well-springs  of  repre- 
sentation in  a  free  country,  and  unless 
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the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  could 
derise  some  means  by  which  this  wealthy 
mine  and  quarry  owner  could  be  brought 
to  his  own  senseSf  then  he  admitted  that 
Parliament  was  impotent  and  that  the 
House  of  Commons  was  unable  to  keep 
in  check  what  ho  believed  might  be  con- 
strued by  some  men  some  day  as  an  overt 
acc  on  the  part  of  a  rich  man  using  tm- 
fairly  and  unjustly  and  ungenerously  his 
enormous  power  of  wealth  to  drive  men, 
through  starvation,  to  do  that  which,  he 
trusted,  they  might  never  have  recourse 
to.  The  question  in  dispute  was  not 
how  much  per  ton  the  quarrymen  should 
ask  Lord  Penrhyn  for  their  labour ;  not 
whether  they  should  dictate  to  the 
manager  or  he  should  dictate  to  them,  or 
whether  their  wages  should  be  high  or 
low.  ,  Tho  question  was,  whether,  in  the 
year  1877,  they  would  allow  the  power 
of  the  plutocrat  to  do  what  was  unfor- 
tunately done  in  Germany  and  France, 
but  which,  if  attempted  in  England, 
would  be  resisted  and  fought  and  over- 
whelmed, to  the  discomfiture  of  tho  Lord 
Penrhyn  of  the  day  and  of  the  future. 
They  had  been  told  that  Lord  Penrhyn 
admitted  tiie  right  of  legitimate  combina- 
tion. In  that  ,he  made  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  not  daring  to  challenge  the 
right.  Lord  Penrhyn,  it  was  admitted, 
had  taken  the  action  for  which  he  was 
being  criticised  because  the  men 
);hreatened  to  strike.  Was  he  omnipo- 
tent in  the  kingdom  of  Wales,  this  lord 
who  talked  in  so  lofty  a  strain?  In  his 
opinion  the  fault  of  the  Welsh  quarry- 
men  was  that  they  had  been  so  con- 
ciliatoiy  tLnd  had  not  struck  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment,  when  Lord  Penrhyn  was 
in  a  difficiilty.  Tho  fairness  of  the 
quarrymen  in  giving  six  months'  notice 
was  conduct  which  a  peer  and  aristocrat 
ought  not  to  be  so  ungentlenianly  as  to 
overlook.      The  men  were  justified  in 


too  conciliatory  and  peaceaMe,  and  had 
been  singing  hymns  instead  of  learning 
how  to  box  that  the  aristocrat  had  dared 
to  presume  on  their  lack  of  obstinacy. 
The  criticisms  which  hod  been  passed 
upon  the  men's  committee  had  been 
cheered  in  the  House  the  very  same 
gentlemen  who  were  enthusiastic  a  year 
ago  when  a  committee  of  German  Jews 
were  concerned  in  the  invasion  of  a 
friendly  State.  In  their  opinion  a  Dr. 
Jameson,  a  Cecil  Rhodes,  or  other  fili- 
busters could  defy  the  law  and  deserved 
to  be  acclaimed  as  patriots  ;  but  if  a  few 
workmen "  without  abusing  their  master 
approached  him  and  submitted  a  peace- 
ful resolution  their  action  was  described 
as  tyranny  which  must  be  suppressed. 
The  action  of  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  had 
been  oritised  by  hon.  Members-  opposite, 
but  the  Government  were  responsible  for 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  thoi^ht  that 
the  Government  were  unwise  in  striving 
to  preserve  order  by  preventing  people, 
to  whatever  class  they  might  belong, 
from  making  fools  of  themselves,  they 
ought  to  bring  forward  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  against  their  Mimsters.  A 
continental  Socialist  had  said  to  him  the 
other  day:  — 

"  If  there  hod  been  a  dispute  of  this  charac- 
ter upon  the  Ooutineiit,  oar  goveniing  dawns 
wonld'  have  made  no  inquiry,  and  wonld  not 
have  allowed  the  Minister  at  tbe  Board  of 
Trade  to  intervene.  No  Minister  would  have 
dared  to  write  a  letter  like  tliat  which  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle  wrote  to  Lord  Penrhvn.  But 
the  fact  that  such  action  is  not  podrible-on  tbe 
Continent  means  that  some  day  we  shall  have 
to  solve  our  aodal  and  industrial  problems  all 
at  once,  perhaps  with  bloodshed  and  ansichy. 
Now  I  know  now  it  is  that  you  Englisfamen 


are  such  practical  people,  and  have  conquered 
the  worlffs  markets.    You  keep  off  the  po»- 
iribility  of  revolution  by  insisting  on  reforms. 
_  _    _   When  a  Jameson  rebels  you  imprison  him ; 
asking  for  an  increase  of  waces  havinir  !         *        Penrhyn  does  what  he  ought  not 
regard  to  tho  prices  ruling  in  the  market^  ^  ^^'^  ^^.^J'baar 


and  when  they  threatened  to  strike  they 
only  did  the  opposite  of  that  which, 
masters  did  when  they  gave  notice  of  a 
reduction  in  a  certain  time,  or  in  the 
alternative  ot  a  lock-out  If  Lord 
Penrhyn's  quarries  had  been  in  the 
Rhondda  Valley  and  he  had  had  to  deal 
with  the  colliers  there,  it  was  possible 
that  his  castlo  might  have  been  pulled 
down  about  his  ears.  [Cries  of  "  Oh  I  "j 
Yes ;  it  waa  because  these  men  had  been 
Mr.  John  Sums. 


leader  exceeds  his  rights  you  punish  him." 

For  his  part,  if  Lord  Penrhyn  were  not 
checked  he  saw  no  reason  why  this  dis- 
pute should  not  go  on,  why  the  men 
should  not  fight  him  and  starve  him, 
rich  ae  he  was,  into  submission.  There 
was-  a  limit  even  to  his  purse,  and  a 
picket  might  be  establidied  in  the  valley 
of  Bethesdo,  strong  enough  to  prevent 
aay  workmen  from  going  to  tdke  employ- 
ment. [Ministertal  cries  of  "  Violence  fj 
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No ;  h&  left  violence  to  hon.  Members 
opposite,  and  was  content  to  rely  upon 
persuasiTe  argument.  The  hon.  Member 
for  MaccLesiield  had  said  that  one  of  the 
demands  of  the  men  was'  the  establish- 
ment of  a  minimum  wage.  Well,  had 
not  the  principle  of  the  minimum  wage 
been  aco^ted  by  the  hon.  Member's  own 
GoTranment?  The  48.  6d.  a  day  asked 
for  was  only  the  average  pay  when  the 
men  were  at  work.  It  was  contended 
that  Lord  Penrhyn  was  justified,  and 
within  his  right,  in  suspending  his  men. 
Shylock  was  also  within  his  right  when 
he  demanded  his  pound  of  flesh,  and  they 
all  knew  Shylock's  pimishment,  and  per- 
haps Lord  Penrhyn's  punishment  might 
come  sooner  than  he  expected.  The 
tone  of  Lord  Penrhyn,  of  his  letter,  and 
of  his  representative,  and  his  attitude  of 
lordly  indiffefence  were  not  in  keeping 
with  modem  requuvmenta.  He  did  not 
object  so  mtich  to  the  nasty  thing  Lord 
Penrhyn  had  done  as  to  the  nasty  way 
in  which  he  had  done  it.  He  ought  to 
have  shown  better  manners  in  his  nego- 
tiations with  his  men,  and  ought  not  '■o 
have  flouted  a  Government  Department 
OS  this  lordly  legislator  had  thought  fit 
to  do.  He  resented  and  repudiated  the 
insinuation  that  there  had  been  intimida- 
tion of  non-union  men  by  unionists.  It 
had  been  hinted  that  the  action  resolved 
upon  hy  the  men  had  not  been  approved 
by  all  of  them.  It  was,  however,  im- 
possible to  get  ovisr  the  fact  that 
All  the  men  who  had  gone  out, 
non-unionists  as  well  as  unionists, 
had  stuck  together  up  to  the  present, 
and  would  mntinuo  to  do  so. 
Another  point  had  to  be  dealt  with. 
Seventy-one  men  had  been  dismissed. 
["No,  nol"]  Suspended  or  dismissed. 
Why  not  say  deprived  of  mployment? 
lYhy  caH  things  false  names?  If 
these  seventy-one  men  were  to  present 
thexaselves  at  the  works  to-morrow,  or 
three  months  hence,  for  employment,  as 
he  hoped  they  would  not,  and  the  other 
men  were  starved  back  into  submission, 
OS  he  trusted  they  would  not  be,  then 
would  not  the  suspension  of  these 
seventy-one  men  be  interpreted  as  dismis- 
sal 1  Was  not  this  suspension  a  premoni- 
tory symptom  of  dismissal?  For  com- 
bination these  men  hod  been  suspended, 
and  this  suspension  might  be  int^reted 
as  dismissal.  The  Board  of  Trade  were 
iBToked  to  settle  tlui  dispute  in  a  simile 


way,  and  there  were  Members  who  said 
the  Board  had  acted  unjustly.  They  did 
not  say  that  two  years  ago,  when  men 
like  himself,  who  did  not  hesitate  to 
grasp  the  nettle,  said  conciliation  was 
needed.  The  Bill  was  asked  for  and  assen- 
ted to,  it  passed  unanimously  through  the 
Hoiue,  and  not  even  the  hon.  Member 
for  Macclesfield  or  the  son  of  liord 
Penrhyn  objected  ;  but  now,  because  the 
interposition  of  the  Board  was  in  favour 
of  the  men,  the  Act  was  repudiated. 
This  quibble  about  deputation  and  com- 
mittee was  not  fair  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Lord  Penrhyn  allowed  a  deputa- 
tion on  August  17.  What  was  the  differ- 
ence between  a  deputation  of  the  men 
and  a  committee  of  the  men?  An  elec- 
toral college  of  56  decides  there  shall  be 
an  Executive  Committee  of  11,  who  in 
turn  appoint  a  deputation  of  7  woriunen. 
If  Lottl  Penrhyn  condescended  to  see  a 
deputation  on  August  17,  1896,  then  he 
ought  equally  to  have  seen  a  smaller, 
businesslike,  technical  committee  five 
months  later.  It  was  well  known  that 
Messrs.  Harland  and  Wolff,  Sir  William 
Houldsworth,  William  Allan,  Mr.  White- 
ley,  or  Mr.  Kenyon  would  in  the  case  of 
any  dispute  arising  with  their  work- 
people, send  for  and  consult  with  thtt 
Executive  Committee  of  the  District 
Association.  What  these  men  could  do 
with  safety,  profit,  and  satisfaction,  ,  Lord 
Penrhyn,  by  compulsion  and  pressure 
from  the  House,  or  the  force  of  public 
opinion,  should  be  forced  to  submit  to. 
There  was  at  stake  not  the  question  of  a 
strike  or  the  question  of  the  intervention 
of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  the  question  to 
decide  was,  should  the  workmen  have 
the  right  to  sell  their  labour  through 
their  own  agencies  and  by  their  own 
selection?  Lord  Penrhyn  contravened  that 
doctrine,  and  on  him  rested  the  respon- 
sibility for  what  had  token  place.  It 
had  been  said  the  prolongation  of  the 
Debate  would  do  harm.  Would  Lord 
Penrhyn,  if  the  Debate  stopped,  recon- 
sider his  attitude'?  Would  the  men  be 
allowed  to  resume  work  to-morrow?  If 
he  would  not  or  could  not  do  that,  then 
the  House  of  Commons  would  have  to 
consider  whether  theno  should  not  be 
applied  to  the  brutal,  intolerant  em- 
ployer that  treatment  which  years  ago 
the  House  applied  to  labouring  men  in 
labour  disputes.  In  the  streets  of 
London  a  cabman  had  o|iJy  to  whisUe 

^  Digitizes  by  ^OO^iC 


739  ,  Lord  Penrhyn's        {COMMONS}  Qtmriea.   '  740 


the  "  Dead  March "  in  Saul  to  another 
cabman  with  whom,  he  disagreed,  and 
he  was  liable  to  be  faaaled  before  a  magu- 
trate  and  get  a  month.  To  call  a  man  a 
"  blackleg "  might  mean  three  months 
for  intimidation.  ■  Three  men  waiting 
outside  a  factory  and  seen  by  a  police- 
man might  come  within  the  clutches  of 
the  law,  and  500  men  peaceably  assem- 
bled were  liable  to  be  convicted. 

*Mb.  speaker  called  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  order ;  his  remarks  were  travelliog 
outside  the  matter  before  the  House. 

Mr.  burns  conoluded  by  remarking 
that  what  was  sauce  for -the  labouring 
goose  should  be  sauce  for  the  lordly 
gander.  He  admitted  that  it  was  very 
difficult  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
intervene  in  labour  disputes  of  this 
character.  He  admitted  that  if  it  did 
interfere  it  would  be  found  possibly  that 
the  same  power  asked  for  against  the 
master  would  be  used  against  the  work- 
men, but  fortunately  that  alternative 
was  never  likely  to  occur,  because  the 
Conciliation  Act  provided  a  middle  course 
by  which  the  matters  in  dispute  could  be 
made  the  subject  of  public  arbitration, 
which  could  be  volnntarily  adopted.  If 
either  side  objected,  then  the  mighty 
force  of  public  opinion,  stronger  than 
troops  or  police,  and  in  some  cases  than 
Acts  of  Parliament,  would  act  against 
those  who  dared  push  aside  the  Concilia- 
tion Act  and  ignore  those  fundamental 
relations  between  master  and  men 
Englishmen  have  observed  in  the  past, 
and  which  had  prevented  many  disputes 
assuming  that  serious  character  they  had 
in  America.  He  appealed  to  Lord 
Penrhyn  not  to  force  this  quarrel 
further;  not  to  drive  away  from  their 
native  place  the  men  who  had  earned 
his  wealth,  and  had  rendered  it  possible 
for  him  to  assume  the  power  and  means 
of  insulting  them  in  their  native  land, 
where  they  had  worked  in  removing  a 
mountain  around  which  they  had  played 
as  children.  They  had  known  only  this 
employment,  which  had  been  carried  on 
under  peaceful  conditions  but  a  single 
irresponsible  individual  could  arouse 
passions  that  the  Conciliation  Act  could 
control,  and  the  House  of  CiHnmons 
should  not  permit  any  man,  though  a 
Peer,  to  use  his  monopoly,  stand  above 
law,  and  bring  poverty,  misery,  and 
despair  into  this  Welsh  valley.  He 
appealed  to  Lord  P^hyn  to  leave  his 

Mr*  John  -Atras. 


hard-hearted  policy,  to  put  aside  the 
greed  of  the  new  millionaire  and  monopo- 
list, and  not  ruin  and  iiuult  the  men 
whose  labour  gave  him  his  wealth  and 
position.  If  he  would  not  respond  to 
that  appeal,  then  Englishmen  would  treat 
him  as  he  deserved.  Children  would 
mock  him,  women  would  spurn  him,  and 
the  Welsh  quarrymen  would  take  to  com- 
bination as  they  never  had  before.  They 
would  organise  as  the  Northumberland 
miners  had  organised,  and  he  was  ready 
to  help  th^.  It  would  then  be  im- 
possible for  any  man  to  flout  public 
opinion  and  l^^lation  in  the  scandalous 
way  Lord  Penrhyn  had. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Spsakkr  after 
the  usual  interval, 

Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  said  he  represented  a  consti- 
tuency whose  whole  interests  were  in  a 
speedy  determination  of  the  strike,  and 
therefore  he  should  be  exceedingly  un- 
willing to  do  anything  to  prolong  the 
dispute  unless  he  were  convinced  that  in 
so  doing  there  was  a  question  of  justice 
and  right  involved  for  a  number  of  meri- 
torious workmen  in  another  constitu- 
ency. He  was  exceedingly  sorry  that 
some  passionate  words  had  been  used  in 
defence  of  Lord  Penrhyn,  which  would 
have  the  unhappy  effect  of  prolonging 
a  disastrous  struggle.  He  quite  agreed 
that  it  was  not  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  enter  into  the  original  dispute 
between  the  workmen  and  their  em- 
ployers, but  there  was  one  point  which 
the  House  of  Commons  could  settle,  and 
it  was  a  very  simple  *one.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Macclesfield  had  said  that 
these  men  were  paid  on  the  average 
58.  6d.  a  day,  but  every  man  who  knew 
anything  about  slate  quarries  knewithat 
there  were  days  when  the  men  coUld  not 
be  employed  at  all,  and  Lord  Penrhyn 
in  his  computation  of  ftveragea  took  no 
account  of  the  weeks  and  months  when 
the  quarries  were  stopped  owing  to 
weather  and  other  reasons.  Times  of 
sickness,  too,  had'  to  be  deducted,  and 
accidents.  It  was  perfectly  true  there 
might  be  men  earning  their  £15  a 
month,  but  cases  were  submitted  to  Lord 
Penrhyn  where  -men  were  not  earning 
£1  a  week."  What  the  men  asked  was 
that  as  long  as  they  worked  hard  and 
skilfulty,  and  did  thetr  work  honestly, 
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ihey  should  be  paid,  not  exactly  equally, 
but  in  proportion  to  their  skill  and  in- 
dustry without  r^rd  to  considerations 
of  luck.  At  the  b^inning  of  the  month 
one  face  of  rock  was  given  to  one  set  of 
meu  and  another  face  to  another  set, 
and  the  result  was  that  a  certain  set  of 
men  who  got  favourable  terms  from  the 
management  made  probably  very  high 
wages^  ^esp^ially  the  contnuJton,  but 
the  bulk  of  them,  taking  the  average, 
earned  very  low  witges  indeed.  The  men 
aaked  that  this  should  be  equalised ; 
that  there  should  be  no  favouritism.  Did 
the  hon.  Member  know  how  long  it  took 
to  master  this  trade— one  of  the  moat 
highly-skilled  in  the  United  Kingdom? 
No  man  coidd  master  this  trade  without 
an  apprenticeship  of  fully  seven  years  at 
least.  Ajid  it  was  a  trade  carried  on  at 
the  risk  of  their  lives.  Most  of  those 
men  in  the  course  of  their  employment 
met  with  serioiiB  accidents,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  year  five  or  seven  men  got 
killed.  Yet,  in  face  of  all  that,  the  hon. 
Member  Ifor  Macclesfield  sneered  at  a 
minimum  wage  of  is.  6d.  per  day  I  The 
hon.  Member  distinctly  challenged  the 
right  of  any  to  say  tlmt  Lord  Penrhyn 
had  been  put  in  the  wrong  by  refusing 
the  interference  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  connection  with  the  Conciliation  Bill. 
Now  that  was  a  fair  issue,  not  merely  for 
this  House,  but  for  the  publu:.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  *']  They  would  know  in  future 
that  they  were  fighting  at  any  rate  for 
the  principle  of  conciliation  in  laboiu* 
disputes.  They  had  that  not  merely  on 
the  assertion  of  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House,  but  by  the  admission  of 
the  friends  of  Lord  Penrhyn  himself. 
The  first  point  of  the  hon.  (Jentleman 
was  that  Lord  Fmrhyn  had  not  re- 
fused the  right  of  l^itimate  com- 
bination to  the  menu  But  Lord 
Penrhyn  had  reused  to  recognise  the 
right  of  the  committee  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  men,  though  the  com- 
mittee was  elected  openly  and  fairly  by 
the  men.  How  could  3,000  men,  except 
through  a  committee,  make  known,  their 
grievances?  Lord  Penrhyn's  idea  of 
combination  was  this.  They  might  meet 
and  pass  resolutions,  and  register  them- 
selves as  the  members  of  a  trade  union ; 
but  directly  iheif  began  to  put  the  union 
into  active  operation  he  refused  to 
rec<^ni8e  the  representatives.  It  was  a 
pexhfA  iaxoet  and  a  diihooest  contention 


to  say  that  Lord  Penrhyn  recognised  the 
right  of  the  men  to  combine.  What  pre> 
cipitated  the  strike  was  the  suspension 
of  the  58  members  of  ihe  committee,  to- 
gether with  13  others.'  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  said  that  that  was  done  because 
the  committee  had  passed  a  resolution 
announcing  a  strike  in  March.  But 
the  House  had  not  been  told  that  some- 
thing like  80  per  cent,  of  the  men  had 
previously  passed  a  resolution  callii^  for 
an  immediate  strike.  The  whole  action 
of  the  committee  was  directed  to  restrain- 
ing the  men  from  striking  on  the  spot. 
There  was  another  point  which  the  hon. 
(gentleman  had  not  explained,  and  which 
had  been  overlooked  by  the  agmt  of  the 
quarry  in  the  statement  circulated  to 
hon.  Mranbos.  Why  were  the  13  men 
suspended  who  were  not  members  of  the 
committee  1  Simply  because  they  had 
dared  to  give  evidence  to  the  committee 
in  support  of  the  stat^ents  of  griev- 
ances to  Lord  Penrhyn.  No  reason  at 
all  had  been  assigned  for  the  dismissal  of 
these  men. 

BiR.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT:  Mis- 
representation. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  Lord 
Penrhyn  called  the  giving  of  evidence 
with  regard  to  grievances  *'  misrepresen- 
tation." But  these  13  men  were  not  the 
only  men  who  had  made  complaints.  The 
whole  3,000  workmen  had  made  com- 
plaints on  different  points ;  but  Lord 
Penrhyn  did  not  dismiss  them  all.  He 
wished  to  strike  at  the  leaders,  and  so 
intimidate  all  the  men  into  submission. 
How  hollow,  then,  was  this  profession  of 
Ijord  P^rhyn's  that  he  did  not  refuse 
the  right  of  the  men  to  combine,  wh^, 
directly  they  did  combine,  he  threatened 
to  suspend  and  dischai^e  the  first  men 
who  offered  to  give  effect  to  the  com- 
bination. As  to  another  point  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Northampton- 
shire, there  wiaa  a  quarry  committee 
prior  to  1886.  When  the  hvte  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn  had  the  quarry,  there  was  a  quarry 
committee,  and  all  the  points  that  were 
raised  now.  What  the  men  asked  for 
was  simply  a  restoration  of  the  old  rule 
in  the  quarry.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Northamptonshire,  who  had  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  quarry,  said  that 
the  old  committee  were  dismissed  be- 
cause there  were  complaints  i^ainst  it— 
tiiat  some  of  the  grievances  of  the  men 
were  withheld  from  the  management.  Of 
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oourse  the  committee,  which  presented 
the  grierancefl}  reviewed  them  fint,  and 
withhdd  those  which  th^  did  not  think 
subttantiaL  And  yet  that  was  made  the 
eaose  of  complaint.  Thm,  as' to  Lord 
Penrhjm's  reasons  for  refusii^  the  in- 
torfereuce  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  They 
were  very  curious.  That  placed'  in  the 
forefront  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Northants  was  that  Lord  Penrhyn  was 
not  supplied  with  the  whole  of  the  cor- 
respondence betwe^  the  men  and  the 
Board  of  Trade.  That  point  had  been 
disposed  of  hy  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Lord  P^hyn  was  sup- 
plied with  it  as  soon  as  he  applied  for 
it.  [Mr.  BroxlbtDatinpOrt:  "Not  for 
three  weeks."]  At  any  rate,  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn had  refused  to  submit  the  dispute 
to  tho  arbitration  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
before  he  knew  of  the  eiistCTcc  of  that 
correspondence.  Therefore  tho  reason 
given  was  hollow  and  inwncwe.  Then 
Lord  Penrhyn  said  that  he  objected  to 
outside  interfo^ce  with  the  manage* 
ment  of  his  private  i^airs.  But  his 
action  throughout  this  controversy  was 
iuconststent  with  that  statement.  Lord 
Penrhyn  invited  the  men  to  present  their 
grievances' to  him  at  his  Buigor  office; 
and  before  the  men  appeared,  he  pre- 
pared a  written  reply  to  the  deputation 
and  sent  it  to  the  Press.  [Mr.  Brohlbt- 
Davbnpobt  :  "  No."]  If  the  hon.  Member 
had  mastered  his  brief  he  would  not  have 
contradicted  him  on  that  point.  In  the 
oourse  of  an  interriew  Lord  Penrhyn 
said  that  the  reply  had  been  sent  to  the 
Press  beforehand,  in  order  that  the'  men 
might  be  able  to  read  it  the  next  day. 
This  was  the  man  who  objed«d  to  out- 
side interference.-  Then  Lord  Pourhyn 
wait  up  to  London  to  interview,  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  Altered  into  a  cor- 
respondence with  them.  Why  did  he  not 
refuse  interference  from  the  first?  Up 
to  the  point  when  he  thought  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  public  might  be 
persuaded  to  go  against  the  men,  Lord 
Penrhyn  was  perfectly  willing  to  allow, 
the  interference.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Northants  said  that  Lord  Penrhyn 
was  not  going. to  submit  the  matter  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  since  the  Board 
seemed  to  have  taken  sides  against  him. 
Yes,  it  was  only  when  he  saw  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  would  not  play  his 
gome,  that  he  refused  the  interference. 
What  then  becune  of  Lord  Penrhyn's 

Mr.  IiayA-0eorg9, 


high  principle  of  objecting  to  people 
int^ering  in  his  private  affairs?  Lord 
Penrhyn  sent  his  -reply  to  the  men  to 
the  Press  and  took  Xha  public  into  his 
confidence!  Why  did  he  do  sot  Be* 
cause  he  thought  he  could  divert  public 
sympathy  from  the  men.  When  it  waa 
a  question  of  starving  the  men  into  sub- 
mission, Lord  Penrhyn  was  willing  to 
take  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  public, 
everybody  in  fact,  into  his  confidence ; 
but  when  it  was  a  question  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  the  public  assisting  the 
men  to  arrive  at  a  just  and  equitable 
settlement  of  the  dispute,  he  discovered 
that  there  was  a  high,  principle  involved, 
and  that  he  could  not  allow  any  inter* 
ference  hy  anybody  in  the  management 
(Jf  his  private  affairs.  Lord  Penrhyn  had 
also  by  means  of  the  circular  he  had 
sent  to  every  Member  of  the  House  taken 
the  House  into  his  confidence  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  manured  his 
quarries ;  so  that  from  first  to  last  his 
action  was  absolutely  inconsistent  with 
the  principle  he  had  himself  laid  down. 
Again,  lA>rd  Penrhyn's  offer  to  allbw  a 
shorthand  writer  and  on  interpreter  to 
be  present  at  the  interview  between  him 
and  the  men,  jnovided  they  could  be 
found  in  the  ranks  jof  the  quarrymen 
themselves,  was  cruel  and  insulting.  How 
many  men  employed  either  in  a  colliery 
or  a  quarry  could  write  shorthand  I-  The 
thing '  was  absurd.  Then,  again,  Lord 
Penrhyn  was  palpably  insincere.  Know- 
ing, as  he  dill,  that  there  was  no  short- 
hand writer  among  the  men,  he  made  a 
proposal  that  was  perfectly  futile  and 
nugatory.  Ijord  Penrhyn  ^so  said  that 
no  one  had  challenged  the  accuracy  of 
the  report  of  the  int^view  between  him 
and  his  men  which  he  had  made  public. 
Why,  he  had  himself  actually  challenged 
the  accuracy  of  the  transcript  of  the 
shorthand  notes  of  the  interview  which 
he  himself  made  public.  Lord  Penrhyn 
first  supplied  a  copy  of  the  transcript  to 
the  Press.  This  gentleman  who  objects 
to  any  public  interferenoe  in  his  private 
affairs  took  the  public  into  his  confi- 
dence before  he  held  any  communication 
on  tho  subject  of  the  interview  with  the 
men.  A  few  days  after  the  report  of  tiie 
interview  was  published  in  the  Press  he 
wrote  to  the  men  saying  that  the  first 
transcript  was  not  correct,  and  forward- 
ing a  corrected  copy.  The  transcript 
sent  to  the  men  was  in  foot  "  doctored." 
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Kreryone'  who  knew  the  personal  relfr* 
tions  between  the  Special  CorreBpondent 

of  The  Time*  and  Lord  Penrhyn  knew 
that  The  Times  correspondent  was  not 
likely  to  bo  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the 
men,  and  that  he  had  at  his  disposal  all 
the  information  in  the  possession  of 
Lord  Penrhyn.  What,  then,  did  The 
Times  Coil'espondent  in  regard  to  this 
dispute  between  the  men  and  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn say  as  to  the  two  conflicting  ver- 
sions of  the  interview}  He  promised  in 
his  leters  to  The  Times  on  January  6 
that  it  would  he  his  object  to  procure 
the  two  versions  and  compare  them.  The 
Times  Correspondent  had  never'  ful- 
filled that  promise.  Not  a  line  had  since 
appeared  in  Tht  Times  on  that  particular 
part  of  the  dispute.  What  was  the  in- 
ference t/)  be  drawn  from  that  circum- 
stance? Why,  that  if  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  versions  was  unsubstan- 
tial, The  Times  Correspondent — who 
was  Lord  Penrhyn's  counsel  and  a 
brother  of  Lord  Penrliyn's  solicitor — 
would  be  certain  to  point  out  the  fact 
in  The  Times.  Who,  then,  could  say 
that  the  notes  of  the  interview  were  re- 
liable? He  did  not  blame  the  shorthand 
writer  who  took  down  the  notes  of  the 
conversation  between  Lord  Penrhyn  and 
the  men.  It  was  difficult  even  for  a 
trained  reporter  to  take  down  a  con- 
versation, and' the  gentleman  who  re- 
ported the  interview  was  not  a  reporter, 
but  a  clerk  employed  in  taking  notes  of 
letters  dictated  to  him.  Then  came  the 
question  of  the  interpreter  who  was  pre- 
sent at  the  interview.  It  had  been 
stated  that  he  w^as  drawn  from  the  ranks 
of  the  men.  That  was  not  strictly  ac- 
curate. The  man  jhad  been  a  quarry- 
man  at  oine  period  of  his  career,  but  he 
was  now  engaged  in  Lord  Penrhyn's 
office.  That  would  give  the  House  an 
indication  of  the  sort  of  half  truths 
which  Lord  Penrhyn  had  conveyed  to  the 
public. 

Me.  DOUGLAS-PENNANT:-  The  man 
is  employed  at  the  port. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  That  is 
exactly  my  point  He  is  one  of  the 
officials  down  at  the  port  of  Bangor,  and 
yet  we  had  him  described  as  a  quarry- 
man  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Maccles- 
field. 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT:  I 
meant  to  say  that)  he  had  been  one  of  the 
men. 


Mr.  DOUGLAS-PENNANT:  This 
fnan  had  been  a  quarryman,  but  ia  now 
employed  on  the  quay. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  That  is  what 

I  said. 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to 
conclude  bis  speech  without  so  many  col- 
loquies across  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LLOYD-G^RGE:  I  did  not 
invite  those  interruptions  by  which  hon. 
Members  opposite  have  confirmed  my 
point. 

*Mb.  SPEAEBR  :  I  did  not  mean  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  invited  the  inter- 
ruptions. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGB  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  suggest  anything  against  the  in- 
terpreter. All  he  wished  to  imply  was 
that  whilst  the  man  could  interpret  into 
English  what  the  men  said  in  Welsh,  he 
could  not  interpret  into  Welsh  what 
Lord  ,'Penrhyn  said  in  English.  Lord 
Penrhyn  also  objected  to  the  presence  on 
the  deputation  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Williams, 
the  one  leader  of  the  men  which'  the 
men  desired  to  have  with, them.'  That 
meant  that  Lord  Penrhyn  ^Tanted  to  ex- 
clude every  one  of  the  leaders  of  the! 
men  from  the  interviews  in  order  that 
he  might  browbeat  the  men  in  his  usual 
style.  What  did  the  Correspondent  Of 
The  Times  say?  He  said  the  men  had 
been  before  Lord  Pwirhyn  for  four 
hours  and  that  most  of  the  time 
had  been  taken  up  with  the  cross- 
examination  <^  the  men  by  Lord  Penhiyn. 
Lord  Penrhyn  bullied  tiiese  men,  he 
said,  "  How  dare  you!  Why  should'  you 
say  this?  What  ground  have,  you  got  for 
that?  "  Lord  Penrhyn  shouted  at  these 
mouoglot  Welshmen — \cries  of  "Oh I"] 
— that  was  the  fact,  and  that  was  one  oE 
the  reasons  why  the  men  insisted  On 
there  being  an  outsider  at  the  conference, 
and  why  Lord  Penrhyn  objected  to"  it. 
He  proceeded  on  the  assumption  that 
these  men  were  a  pack  of  liars,  who  mis* 
represented  the  facts.-  That  was  not  the 
way  to  receive  a  deputation,  and  the  men 
were  perfectly  right  to  demand  that 
there  should  be  an  outsider  presents  It 
was  significant  that  during  the  whole  of 
the  recess  there  was  not  a  single  speech 
delivered  on  Tory  platforms  in  which  the 
Conciliation  Bill  was  not  lauded  as  a 
sample  of  Tory  legislation,  and  yet  at  the 
first  attempt  that  was  made  to  put  it 
into  opwation  it  was  denounced  a 
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Tory  Member  amid  the  cheers  of  the 
whole  of  his  colleaguoB.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
That  was  a  fair  sample  of  the  sincerity 
of  hon.  M^bers  in  this  matter.  These 
men  were  not  the  men  to  make  wild  and 
unrtesonable  d^ands.  After  four 
monthB*  struggle  they  were  perfectly 
peaceable.  The  quarry  i^ents,  whom 
probably  the  men  btemed  more  than  th^ 
blamed  Lord  Penrhyn,  lived  amongst 
thetti,  and  yet  he  had  never  heard  of  a 
single  quarryman  who  had  been  turned 
adrift  by  the  action  of  the  agent  who 
had  ever  raised  his  finger  or  hivled  a 
menace  or  insult  at  one  of  these  agents. 
These  men  were  perfectly  right  in  asking 
that  the  influence  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Board  of  Trade,  with  a  view  of  promoting 
ffur  conciliation. 

*CoLONBL  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
Ince)  said  he  entirely  agreed  as  to  the 
efficacy  of  the  Conciliation  Act,  but  there 
had  been  a  want  of  tact  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  this  case.  With  r^rd  to  Lord 
Penrhyn 's  objection  to  the  reporter 
proposed,  it  was  natural  that  every- 
one should  want  a  reporter  to  re- 
port technical  questions  correctly,  and 
if  proper  advice  had  been  brought 
to  befur  he  thov^ht  that  Lord  Pen- 
rhyn would  undoubtedly  hare  accepted 
that.  He  thought  the  men  had  the 
right  to  choose  their  own  represen- 
tatives just  as  in  a  law  case  a  man  had 
the  right  to  choose  Ihis  own  counsel. 
That  was  what  ought  to  haVe  been 
pressed  upon  Lord  Penrhyn,  but  it  must 
be  recollected  that  30  years  most 
employers  objected  to  any  f^nt  repre- 
senting the  men  thssf  employed  in  a 
dispute.  He  must  say  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  conciliation  could 
be  carried  out  by  an  ukase  from 
Whitehall  Gardens,  and  he  ventured 
to  think  the  Board  of  Trade  had  been 
much  too  previous  in  this  case.  He 
thought  that  a  deputation "  was  the 
correct  word  to  use,  and  that  that  repre- 
sented a  real  conference  between  the 
employer  and  his  men.  They  should  try 
and  get  these  men  to  work  in  the  quar- 
ries again,  because,  they  might  depend 
upon  it,  mistakes  had  been  made  all 
round. 

♦BIb.  JOHN  WmSON  (Durham)  said 
there  seemed  to  be  a  misapprehension  as 
to  what  the  terms    a    "  committee " 
and  a  "  deputation  "  really  meant  He 
Mr,  Uoyd-Owrge^ 


had  no  doubt  that,  as  it  had  been  on 
many  occasions,  it  was  a  deputation, 
and  in  all  v^I  managed  trades  unions 

the  committee  selected  from  the  body  of 
the  workmen  were  invariably  sent  as 
the  deputation  to  negotiate  the  matter 
in  dispute  with  their  employers.  He 
found  that  the  workmen  passed  a  resolu- 
tion in  which  they  asked  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Board  of  IVade  should, 
if  possible,  be  present  at  the  first  inters 
view.  He  could  fully  understand  that, 
for  in  previous  labour  disputes  they  had 
refdised  positions  where  it  would  have 
been  in  the  interests  of  a  peaceful  solu- 
tion if  a  disinterested  person  had  taken 
part  in  the  negotiations  as  an  inter- 
mediary. If  the  hon.  Member  for  Car- 
narvon was  correct  in  his  description  of 
the  way  in  which  Lord  Penrhyn  treated 
these  men  he  could  fully  understand  that 
they  required  some*  disinterested  out- 
sider to  be  present.  As  to  the  possibili- 
ties of  one  of  the  workmen  in  the 
quarry  being  asked  to  act  as  interpreter 
or  shorthand  writer,  he  would  ask  hon. 
Members  to  realise  the  position  of  such 
a  man  who  knew  that  his  bread  depended 
on  his  demeanour  before  his  employer. 
It  was  surely  a  wise  demand  on  the  part 
of  the  workmen  that  an  interpreter  and 
shorthand  writer  should  be  chosen  who 
was  independant  of  the  action  of  their 
employer,  in  addition  to  which  Lord 
Penrhyn  could  have  had  his  own  inters 
preter  present  to  watch  on  behalf  of  his 
interests.  He  commented  on  what  had 
been  said  by  two  hon.  Members  opposite 
with  r^ard  to  the  men  having  'been 
accustomed  to  send  a  collective  note  to 
the  employer  that  they  would  be  absent 
on  a  certain  day.  For  years  that  had 
been  accepted,  and  no  demur  had  been 
raised,  but  on  the  present  occsf 
sion  the  men  were  told  that  th^ 
must  make  individual  application. 
There  was  another  thing  in  the  circuhu- 
which  had  not  be^  motioned — that  not 
only  did  Lord  Penrhyn  refuse  to  accept 
the  mediation  of  the  Board  of  IVade,  but 
he  refused  previous^  to  accept  arNtra- 
tion.  At  the  inteniew  of  I7th  August, 

"Lord  Fenriiyn  infdnned  the  deputation  that 
Uiey  would  be  held  peraonally  reaponaible, 
that  he  would  recognise  no  committee;  be 
charged  the  deputation  with  miiire[M%seiitation 
but  the  specific  instaucei  he  then  gave  of 
alleged  miarepreseDtation  were  within  a  wedc 
fully  proved  to  be  groundless." 
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liBst  year,  when  the  Conciliation  in 
Trades  Disputes  Bill  was  before  the 
House,  there  was  a  great  fear  that  the 
vorkmen  would  not  accept  it.  fie  was 
glad  the  first  objection  to  accept  it  had 
come  from  a  lai^e  employer  of  labour, 
and  had  prored  to  the  country  that  the 
workmen  were  ready  at  all  timee  to  avail 
themselTes  of  and  to  carry  out  any  Act 
which  the  House  m^|ht  pass.  The  men 
desired  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Act 
passed  last  year  to  settle  these  disputes. 
They  ixied  to  put  the  machinery  of  the 
Act  in  op^tion ;  the  nnployer  refused 
arbitration,  and  said  he  would  not  allow 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  interfere  because 
the  matter  in  dispute  was  his  "  private 
affair  I  "  To  call  the  stopping  of  work 
of  a  whole  industrial  community,  an  at- 
tempt to  depopulate  a  whole  district  his 
"  private  affair  "  was  preposterous.  The 
country  as  a  whole,  and  not  only  North 
Wales,  had  a  vested  interest  in  this  dis- 
pute. Some  in  the  House  disputed 
the  ri^it  of  any  man  to  put  his 
liand  on  any  hill  or  valley,  field  or  plain, 
and  say  it  was  his  own.  If  the  law  gave 
him  sanction  the  welfare  of  a  portion  of 
its  people  was  too  valuable  to  be  treated 
as  a  private  commodity,  and  he  hof}ed 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  their  transactions 
between  employers  and  employed  in  the 
future  would  carry  out  the  same  idea. 
The  First  Jjord  of  the  Treasury  said 
"  This  matter  is  b^ger  than  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  its  results."  This  was  true. 
For  many  f^ears  there>  had  not  been  a  dis- 
pute which  had  attracted  to  it  so  much 
attention,  and  which  had  evoked  so  much 
sympathy  as  jthis.  Let  Lord  Fenrhyn 
learn  the  lesson  that  a  wise  man  should 
learn  |  that  public  opinion  was  against 
him.  It  had  been  said  that  no  law  could 
touch  him.  No  man  was  honest  who  was 
made\80  by  Act  of  Parliament.  There 
was  a  law  which  was  above  that  House 
and  outside,  and  he  did  not  envy  the 
state  of  mind  of  any  man  who  was  not 
susceptible  to  the  law  of  public  opinion. 
Everywhere  throi^hout  the  country,  in 
the  n*es8,  and  on  the  platform,  and  in 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  (men  everywhere 
there  was  nothing  but  denunciation  of 
Lord  Fenrhyn's  action.  The  result  was  a 
widening  of  the  chasm  between  employer 
and  employed  in  this  country.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  No  1 "]  Every  man  who 
had  the  industrial  prosperity  of  his  coun- 


try at  heart  should  seek  to  naiTow  and  not 
widen  that  chasnt^"  hear,  hear  1 "] — to 
soothe  and  conciliate  and  not  to  eml^t* 
ter  and  irritate  their  relations.  The  in- 
dustrial prosperity  of  this  country  could 
not  live  by  conflict.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
This  conduct  of  Lord  Fenrhyn's  would 
largely  depreciate  the  character  of  the 
whole  employing  class  in  this  country. 
[Ministerial  laughter  and  cries  of 
■'  No  !"J  It  would  have  an  effect  outside 
NorUi  Wales  to  a  greater  extent  than 
Gentlemen  opposite  imi^ned.  He  had 
been  amongst  the  quanymen  of  North 
Wales.  He  knew  them  to  be  honest,  re- 
spectable men,  and  the  woriung  men  of 
the  North  of  England  were  connected 
with  them  by  ties  of  labour  and  toil. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  asked 
how  it  would  be  if  workmen  and  work- 
men's leaders  had  made  against  them 
charges  similar  to  those  against  Lord 
Fenrhyn  I  If  the  workmen  had  acted  in 
the  same  arbitrary  fashion  and  said  they 
would  strike  unless  Lord  Fenrhyn  dis- 
chaiged  Mr.  Toui^  Euid  chose  a  fresh 
manager,  because  th^  would  not  meet 
him,  he  would  have  as  soundly  con- 
demned th«n,  as  he  condrauned  Lord 
Fenrhyn  now.  He  hoped  Lord  Fenrhyn's 
heart  would  soften,  and  if  the  law  could 
not  touch  him  he  hoped  he  would  accept 
the  mediation  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  whether  in  the  presence  of  its  repre- 
sentatives or  not,  would  try  by  the  help 
of  the  men  to  bring  this  matter  to  a 
peaceful  solution.   ["Hear,  hear!  "] 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thonet)  pointed  out  while  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  d^recated  the  use  of  any 
language  which  would  nnbitter  this  con- 
troversy he  himself  on  the  first  night  of 
the  Session  referred  to  it  in  terms  by  no 
means  judicial  or  savouring  of  an  im- 
partial mind  which  were  entirely  uncalled 
for  and  in  a  manner  almost  disorderly, 
and  before  any  evidence  had  been  read 
or  the  House  had  ordered  any  corre- 
spondence to  be  laid  on  the  Table. 
•Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
correspondence  was  published  before  the 
commencement  of  the  Session. 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  said  that  it 
had  been  published  only  in  a  fn^^en- 
taiy  manner,  and  had  not  set  out  the 
cases  of  the  respective  parties  in  a 
complete  form.  At  any  rate,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire  had  taken  the  earliest 
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opportunity  to  prejudge  tho  caae  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power,  and  to  condemn  the 
comw  which  had  been  taken  hj  one 
party  to  the  dispute.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  hoped 
that  \sy  the  course  he  had  taken  he  would 
have  been,  able  to  settle  the  dispute  be- 
tween the  parties,  but  he  thought  that 
the  House  would  be  of  opinion  that  that 
course  was  most  ill-calculated  to  effect 
that  object.  The  Board  of  Trade 
appeared  not  to  have  wideavoured  to 
ascertain,  in  the  first  place,  whether  both 
parties  would  be  ready  to  accept  their 
decision  with  regard  to  the  matters  in 
dispute.  He  should  have  thought  that 
a  very  slight  exp^ience  in  connection 
with  these  matters  would  have  convinced 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  his  sug- 
gestion was  not  likely  to  In-ing  about 
an  amicaUe  settlement  of  the  questions 
raised  between  the  parties.  It  was  clear 
that  Parliament  had  never  intended  that 
a  public  department  should  attempt  to 
settle  such  questions  by  intervention 
rather  than  by  conciliation.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  must  have  been  think- 
ing of  the  action  of  another  President — 
the  President  of  the  United  States — in 
connection  with  the  questions  raised 
between  this  country  and  Venezuela,  who 
had  thought  to  settle  those  questions 
by  intervention.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man appeared  to  have  forgotten  that 
when  Parliament  passed  the  Conciliation 
Act  they  had  refused  to  introduce  the 
compulsory  element  into  it,  and  had 
placed  the  whole  matter  upon  a  volun- 
tary basis.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouthshire 
had  talked  about  power  having  been 
given  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  do  this, 
that,  or  the  other.  But  it  was  clear  that 
Parliament,  in  passing  the  Act  in  ques- 
tioU}  had  intended  that  if  the  intervenr 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  not 
acceptable  to  both  parties  they  were  to 
retire  in  favoxur  of  some  more  accept- 
able arUtrator.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  Act  which  compelled  either  party  to 
submit  to  the  intervention  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  against  his  will.  The  charge 
he  had  to  brii^  against  the  Board  of 
Trade,  not  against  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle 
the  able  permanent  Secretary  of  the 
Department,  who  he  knew  was  always 
anxious  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of 
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his  Chief,  was  that  Uidr  letters  woe 
not  calculated  to  Iving  about  an  ami- 
cable settlement  of  this  dispute.  The 
tone  adopted  by  the  D^tartment  in  those 
letters  was  of  a  most  irritatii^  character 
and  was  ill-calculated  to  bring  about  a 
settlement,  -while  it  was  one  that  no 
employer  of  labour  who  respected  him- 
self could  be  expected  to  submit  to.  He 
begged  to  say  that  he  approached  this 
subject  having  no  authority  on  the  part 
of  Lord  Penrhyn  to  speak  on  his  behalf. 
He  had  had  a  large  experience  on  this 
subject  because  he  had  had  the  manf^e- 
ment  for  many  years  of  a  large  coal 
mine,  in  which  some  2,000  men  were 
employed,  a  lai^e  number  of  whom,  and 
their  fathers  and  grandfath»shad  passed 
their  lives  in  that  employment.  Those 
men  had  little  or  no  connection  with  any 
local  union  or  trade  combination.  It 
had  been  stated,  and  the  statement  had 
not  been  contradicted,  that  every  man 
employed  by  Lord  Penrhyn  was  at  liberty 
to  join  a  trade  imion  if  he  desired  to 
do  so.  It  was,  however,  charged  gainst 
Lord  Penrhyn  that  he  had  taken  a 
course  that  was  hostile  to  the  liberty 
of  combination.  That  assertion  was 
absolutely  untrue.  The  House  would 
realise  that  thore  was  not  only  such  a 
thing  as  the  right  to  combine,  but  there 
was  also  such  a  Uking  as  the  right  not 
to  combine,  and  it  was  the  latter  right 
that  Lord  Penrhyn  desired  to  maintain. 
Some  hon.  Members  had  spoken  of  this 
committee  as  if  it  were  freely  elected 
and  a  thoroughly  representative  body — 
as  if  it  were  the  exponent  of  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority  of  those  employed 
in  the  quarry.  The  correspondence  showed 
that  the  Committee  represented  the 
dominant  majority,  who  ignored  the 
rights  of  the  minority.  [**  No,  no  I 
Their  resolutions  deariy  showed  this. 
Complaints  were  made  that  the  majority 
frequently  endeavoured  to  interfere  with 
matters  affecting  wages  and  the  power  of 
earning — that  these  must  be  entirely 
controlled  by  these  trade  union  delates. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  said  that  it  was  a 
libel  to  say  that  any  pressure  was  ever 
at  any  time  used  to  force  men  into  the 
unions.  He  well  recollected  what  took 
place  in  Lord  Londonderry's  collieries. 
A  strike  occurred  on.  the  ground  that  .the 
trade  unionists  insisted  th&t  the  overmen 
should  join  the  union  or  be  dismigsed. 
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Mb.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham) :  That 
U  not  correct.  The  oTermen  were  not 
asked  to  join  the  union.  [OppotUion 
cheers.] 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  I  .  apologise 
— it  was  the  deputies.  I  bad  not  the 
name  on  my  tongue — [cA«r«] — -but  the 
deputies  for  my  purpose  are  the  Bam& 
thing.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  The  trade 
union  insisted  that  the  deputies  should 
join  the  union  or  be  dismissed. 

Mb.  JOHN  WmSON  (Durham) :  That 
was  done  because  Lord  Londonderry 
offered  to  give  the  deputies  so  much  more 
if  they  would  leave  the  union.  ["  Oh !  " 
and  Opposition  laughter,] 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  I  believe  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  to  be  en- 
tirely inaccurate.  What  I  believe  hap- 
pened  was  this—that  when  these  deputies 
were  threatened  by  the  union  if  they 
did  not  join  the  union  Lord  Londonderry 
said  he  should  stand  by  them.  [C/ieers.] 
He  told  them  he  would  see  that  th^  were 
not  injured  and  that  their  wages  should 
be  increased. 

Mh.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham) :  That 
is  not  the  case.  What  he  gave  was  money 
to  leave  the  union.  [CrtM  of  "No, 
nol"] 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  believed  be 
had  stated  the  &ct,  for  Lord  London- 
derry made  every  one  in  his  employ  free 
to  be  a  member  of  the  union  or  not. 
That  he  had  authority  to  say.  Lord 
Londonderry  in  this  particxilar  case  said, 
"  I  shall  not  desert  the  men  who  refuse 
to  submit  to  this  insolent  dictation." 
That  showed  the  spirit  in  which  these 
trade  \mion  leaders  approached  the 
liberty  of  workmen,  either  combined  or 
not  combined.  Could  it  be  wondered  at 
that  Lord  Penrhyn  should  resist  oppre»- 
sion  of  this  Idiidf  Lord  Penrhyn  was 
entitled — and  he  was  bound  as  a  man  of 
honour — to  stand  by  his  workmen  who 
declined  to  join  any  trades  union.  He 
was  entitled  to  say  that  he  should  not 
hand  over  the  management  of  his  con- 
cerns to  a  body  dominated  by  such  a 
spirit  of  trade  union  combination  as  was 
shown  in  this  matter.  He  was  going  to 
dwell  for  a  moment  on  one  point,  which 
was,  that  the  publication  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  this  correspondence  was,  in 
his  judgment,  a  most  unfortunate  act. 
["Hear,  hear  I"]  They  did  not  them- 
selves,  he  believed,  apprehend  this.  The 


Board  of  Trade  sent  a  portion  of  the  cor* 
respondenoe  to  the  representatives  of  the 
men.  What  object  could  be  served  by 
that?  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  said  be  did  not  send  .the  ccore- 
spondence  until  he  had  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  attempts  at  a  settle- 
ment had  failed.  Then  why  did  he  send 
itt  He  did  not  think  that  the  publicar 
tion  of  this  correspondence  could  serve 
any  good  purpose.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
had  published  the  correspondence  on  one 
aide,  while  the  correspondence  on  the 
other  side  could  not  be  obtained.  He 
could  not  understand  what  good  object 
was  to  be  served. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE :  The  Board  of  Trade 
did  not  publish  any  correspondence. 
They  were  invited  to  do  so,  and  I  stroi^ly 
objected.  The  correspondence  was  sent 
BO  that  they  might  exercise  their  judg- 
ment on  the  terms  of  Lord  Penrhyn. 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  contended 
that  was  the  same  thing.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  thought  it  right  that  the 
m€in  should  be  acquainted  with  Lord 
Penrhyn's  proposals.  Surely  there  might 
have  been  other  means  of  enabling  the 
men  to  become .  acquainted  with  those 
'.  proposals.  He  inhumed  Lord  Penrhyn 
could  have  communicated  his  views  to 
his  men  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  the  premature  publication  of  a 
portion  of  the  correspondence  had  very 
lai^ely  embittered  the  controversy,  and 
that  the  intervention  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  so  far  resulted  in  his  hon. 
Friend  being  "  slated."  {Laughter  and 
criet  of  "Oh,  oh!"]  Reference  bad 
been  made  to  the  labour  correspondents. 
He  hod  never  believed  in  the  system  of 
labour  correspondents,  and  in  the  last 
ParUament  he  called  attention  to  several 
highly  improper  appointments,  impropw 
owing  to  their  poUtical,  partisan  charac- 
ter. [Cheers.]  One  of  those  appoint- 
ments was  that  of  Mr.  Rowley,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  labour  correspondent  for  the 
district  in  which  the  Penrhyn  quarries 
were.  It  was  upon  the  information  of 
that  gentleman  that  in  this  matter  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  set  in  motion. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  must  ahaolut^y 
contradict  that  statement.  There  -was 
no  communication  whatever  between  that 
correspondent  and  the  Board  of  Trade, 
m^elf,  or  anyone  connected  with  tha 
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Board  of  Trade,  ia  oonnectioa  with  this 
dispute  during  any  time  of  the  negotia- 
tions. [Cheert.] 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  was  glad  they 
were  to  understand  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  took  no  earthly  notice  of  their 
labour  correspondent. 

*Mb.  RITCHIE:  None  whatever.  [A 
lattgh."]  Labour  correspondents  are  not 
appointed  to  give  the  Board  of  Trade 
information  with  regard  to  disputes  and 
strikes.  They  are  appointed  to  give  the 
Board  information  with  regard  to  trade 
unions  and  employment.  I  know  nothing 
of  the  gentleman.  But  we  received  no 
communication ;  we  invited  no  communi- 
cation, from  this  gentleman  with  regard 
to  the  dispute  in  the  Fenrtiyn  quarries. 
We  heard  nothing  from  him,  and  we 
made  no  inquiries. 

Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  was  bound  to 
say  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  eminently  satisfactory.. 
[Laughter.]  ■  Now  that  he  understood  his 
right  hon.  Friend  took  no  notice  of  this 
gentleman's  statements,  he  thought  his 
right  hon.  Friend's  official  career  would 
be  less  mischievous  than  he  had  feared 
it  wovld  be.  [Laughter  'and  eheers."] 
In  conclusion,  he  hoped  that  what  had 
taken  place  to-night  would  be  an  object 
lesson  to  those  who  desired  to  move  a 
public  department  in  the  direction  of  in- 
terfering in  labour  disputes  upon  the  re- 
quest of  either  party  concerned,  for  so 
far  such  interference  had  been  dangerous 
and  mischievous. 
*Mb.  a.  J.  MUNDBLLA  (Sheffield, 
Brightside)  maintained  that  in  its  work- 
ing the  Conciliation  Act,  though  it  was 
only  passed  last  August,  had  ahready 
proved  most  ben^cmt.  The  operation 
of  the  Act  had  proved  a  blessing  to  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  people. 
The  r^ht  hon.  Graitleman's  intervention 
had  not  only  resulted  in  the  putting 
an  end  to  railway  disputes,  but  in 
the  settlement  of  troubles  between 
capital  and  labour  in  other  instances. 
It  was  an  evil  oumi  yihea  an  Act  like 
the  Conciliation  Act  had  been  pawed 
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that  a  peer  of  the  realm  should  be  the 
first  to  refuse  to  pay  any  attention  to 
it.  He  should  be  sorry  to  say  anything 
which  would  trad  to  exasperate  feeling* 
on  eitho:  side,  and  he  hoped  that  one 
of  the  results  of  the  Debate  would  be 
that  Lord  Penrhyn  would  take  good 
counsel  and  put  an  end  to  the  conflict 
aa  soon  as  possible.  He  might  point  out 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  IVade 
had  not  exhausted  the  powers  of  the 
Conciliation  Act  in  the  matter.  He 
m^ht  take  a  further  step.  [Crta  of 
"  What  step  1 "].  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, consulting  the  Act,  said  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  (Board  of  Trades  on  the 
application  of  an  employar  or  a  body  of 
workmen,  could  appoint  a  conciliator — 
["Oh,  oh"  and  laughter] — who  would 
make  inquiries  into  the  causes  of  the 
dispute  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Trad& 
That  report  could  be  called  for  in  the 
House,  and  in  that  way  public  attention 
could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  facts. 
[Minitterial  eriet  of  "Oh I"]  And 
there  was  a  yet  furth«:  step  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  could  take.  On 
the  application  of  both  parties — [Jlinu- 
terial  eheers] — he  could  appoint  an  arbi- 
trator. [Laughter  and  "  Hear,  hear  I "] 
A  question  of  more  serious  importance 
had  not  been  broi^ht  before  the  House 
for  years,  and  he  warned  hon,  Gratlemen 
opposite — [Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh "  and 
laughter] — that  the  dispute  had  been 
discussed  in  eveiy  workshop  in  the  king- 
dom. [Laughter.]  They  must  be  aware 
also,  if  they  read  their  newapapais — 
["  Oh,  oh  "  and  laughter] — ^that  resolu- 
tions had  been  passed  by  every  trade 
council  in  the  kingdom  in  reference  to 
the  dispute,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  a  very  strong  feeling  had  been 
created  in  the  country  about  it.  More- 
over,- the  circumstances  of  the  dispute 
were  of  a  serioxis  character  from  a  public 
point  of  view.  The  noble  Lord  by  the 
course  he  had  taken  had  made  himsdf 
a  very  dangm)U8  advocate  of  the  scheme 
of  Mr.  Henry  George.  [Loud  Minitterial 
laughter.]     Hon.  Gentlemw  opposite 
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seemed  tu  treat  the  matter  with  levity, 
but  he  repeated  that  otho*  matters  than 
the  actual  dispute  were  inTolved.  One 
of  the  results  of  it  would  be  to  give  a 
great  impetus  to  the  demand  for  the 
nationalisation  of  mines  and  of  land. 
[MiniHerial  laughter  €md  cries  of 
"Question^"]  Hon.  Members  opposite 
could  not  possibly  be  aware  of  the  im- 
mense benefit  the  Conciliation  Act  had 
already  been  to  the  trade  of  the  country, 
or  they  would  not  be  adTocatea  of  that 
dangerous  form  of  feudalism  which 
Lord  Penrhyii  had  put  in  practice. 
[Lauff/tter.]  There  was  not  a  word 
in  the  <K>rreBpondence  to  justify  the 
statement  that  Lord  P«irhyn  had 
been  championing  the  cause  of  the  non- 
union mea.  There  had  been  no  con- 
flict between  the  union  and  non-union 
men  in  the  matter,  for  both  classes 
of  men  were  unanimous,  as  one  man 
in  asking  for  a  proper  settlement 
of  the  dispute.  What,  he  would  ask, 
would  be  the  effect  on  small  employers 
of  labour  in  the  country  when  a  large 
employer  of  labour  like  Lord  Peurhyn 
set  such  an  example  as  he  hod  doticl 
[Cheers.]  They  would  be  able  to  point 
to  the  action  of  his  lordship  as  a  justi- 
fication for  resisting  the  Conciliation 
Act  if  it  were  to  their  interests  to  do 
so.  Hon.  Gelntlenien  oppoeito  had  coin- 
plained  that  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  intervened,  as  they  termed 
it,  in  this  dispute.  Why,  when  the  last 
Liberal  Government  was  in  power  con- 
stant questions  were  addressed  to  Minis- 
ten  by  those  very  same  Gentlemen  to 
know  what  action  the  Government  could 
take  with  a  view  to  bring  the  then  existr 
ing  trade  disputes  to  an  end.  During 
that  time  th^^  was  a  great  trade  dispute 
in  Scotland,  and  constant  pressure  was 
exercised  on  the  then  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  to  take  some  action  which 
would  be  likely  to  bring  about  a  settle- 
ment. Yet  thej  were  now  to  be  told  that 
the  President  of  the  Board,  although 
certain  powers  had  been  placed  in  his 
VOL.  XLV.  [folbth  sbrhs.] 
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hands  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  be 
exercised  in  such  cases,  was  not 
to  exercise  those  powers.  He  trusted 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
woidix  do  in  the  future  what  he  had 
done  in  this  case.  He  was  bound  to 
say  that,  so  far  from  having  erred  on 
the  side  of  too  great  promptitude  and 
too  great  severity,  the  action  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  marked  by 
great  moderation,  great  patience  and 
forbearance,  and,  what  was  more,  he  had 
put  great  pressure  on  the  workmen  to 
forego  many  of  their  just  claims.  That 
being  so,  it  was  a  monstrous  thing  that 
there  should  be  found  in  that  House  a 
man  defending  the  action  which  had  been 
taken  by  Lord  Penrhyn — action  which 
he  believed  was  fraught  with  great  mis- 
chief to  the  future  of  this  country. 

Mb.  G.  W.  WOLFF  (Belfast,  E.)  said 
that,  as  a  large  employer  of  labour,  he  had 
felt  a  veiy  great  interest  in  the  Debate 
that  had  taken  place.  The  dispute,  into 
the  details  of  which  be  would  not  enter, 
hod  a  very  considerable  bearing  on  em- 
ployers of  labour  beyond  its  immediate 
cousequeucee  or  its  immediate  local  im- 
portance. This  particular  dispute,  it 
seems,  was  a  matter  of  ui^ent  public  im- 
portance to  the  House.  Well,  there  ha<l 
been  a  great  many  strikes  in  this  coun- 
try— ^he  had  himself  been  engaged  in 
dozens  of  them — and  ho  had  asked  him- 
self over  and  over  again  in  what  way  this 
dispute  differed  from  the  ordinary  dis- 
putes which  had  taken  place  from  time 
to  time,  and  if  this  dispute  was. a  matter 
of  uigent  public  importance,  why  should 
not  every  dispute  that  took  place  in  the 
United  Kingdom  be  the  stune?  ^e 
only  point  in  which  he  could  see  that 
this  dispute  differed  from  all  the  others 
was  the  fact  that  the  men  had  appealed 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  act  under  the 
Conciliation  Act  and  to  settle  the  dis- 
pute, and  that  this  arbitration  had  been 
refused  by  Lord  Penrhyn.  So  far  as  he 
understood,  the  Conciliation  Act  was  an 
absolutely  volimtary  Act.  li  the  work- 
men liked  to  act  under  it  they  could 
21 
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appuul  to  the  Uuard  of  Trwle  to  set  it  iu 
motiou ;  if  the  .employer  liked  to  act 
under  it  he  oould  m^e  the  some  appeal ; 
but  there  was  no  compulBion  oa  either 
one  or  the  other  to  accept  the  arbitra- 
tion.   That  being  so,  he  could  not 
understand  why  so  much  blame  should 
be  attached  to  Lord  Penrhyn  for  declin- 
ing to  take  the  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  the  mutter.    A  great  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  liberty  of  the  men 
to  combine  for  their  own  protection.  He 
thought  any  employer  who  in  this  year, 
1897,  disputed  the  right  of  workmen  to 
combine  for  their  own,  protection  or  for 
any  obj^  they  liked  could  be  little  less 
than  a  fool.    He  was  quite  willing  that 
they  should  combine  for  their  own  pro- 
tection or  to  improve  their  condition, 
but  he  equally  maintained  that  an  em- 
ployer had  au  e(]ual  right  to  decline  to 
I'feceive  any   deputation   the  workmen 
might  choose  to  appoint.    The  matter 
on  both  sides  was  entirely  one  of  ex- 
])ediency.    He  could  not  help  thiukiug 
that  the  House,  he  would  not  like  to  say 
W!i8  going  beyond  its  rights  or  its  func- 
tions, but  was  going  far  iu  heaping  such 
an  amount  of  blame  on  an  employer 
because  he  did  not  like  to  receive  a  par- 
ticular committee  to  settle  matters  as 
to  the  way  in  which  the  work  should  be 
carried  on  in  his  quarry  or  workshop. 
He  thought  that  it  was  a  dangerous  doc- 
trine that,  because  a  man  did  not  choose 
to  accept  the  arbitration  of  the  Board  of 
Trade — and  he  could  not  be  compelled 
to  accept  it  by  law — he  should  be  held 
up,  as  it  were,  in  that  House  to  the 
execration  of  every  honest  and  respect- 
iiblo  citizen.    This   would   be  making 
this  Act,  which  was  intended  to  be 
voluntary,  in  reality  a  compulsory  Act. 
He  never  thought  much  of  that  Act,  but 
still  nobody  had  ever  ventured  to  pro- 
mulgate an  Act  which  would  compel 
arbitration    in    trade    disputes.  Ue 
thoufrht  it  was  perhaps  going  a  little  too 
far  tu  wish  fur  such  an  Act,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  did  not  think  they  would 
evtT  settle  such  disputes  unless  they  did 
Mr.  C.  ir.  Wolff. 
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make  the  Act  compulsory.  While  he 
wished  to  give  the  men  every  facility  for 
combining,  and  while  he  admitted  they 
had  a  perfect  right  to  do  whatever  they, 
liked  in  this  way,  he  did  hope  that  House 
would  not  set  itself  up  as  a  sort  of  Court 
of  Justice  to  try  employers  who  refused 
the  offices  of  the  Boanl  of  Trade,  and 
that  they  would  recognise  that  he  had  a 
perfect  right  to  refuse  it,  however  ill- 
advised  he  might  be  in  takii^  that 
course. 

Mb.   ELLIS  GHIFFITH  (Anglesey) 
said  they  had  to  thank  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken  for  the  valu- 
able admiraiou  that  an  employer  who 
disputed  the  right  of  men  to  legitimate 
combination  was  not  less  than  a  fooL 
They  not  only  accepted  that  dictum  in 
theoiy,  but  would  also  adopt  it  iu  prac- 
tice.   What  was  the  right  these  men  said 
they  had  1    The  right  they  said  they  had 
was  to  combine  for  matters  that  con- 
cerned them  as  workmen.    They  did  not 
wish,  they  had   never  claimed,  to  in- 
terfere in  any  way  with  the  manf^e- 
meiit  of  this  quarry.    They  had  never 
said  a  word  against  Mr.  Youi^  or  against 
the  subordinates  upon  the  management. 
All  that  the  men  claimed  was  that  when 
their  wages  were  in  dispute,  and  the 
question  of  their  liveliliood  was  involved, 
they  had  a  right  to  combine  to  promote 
their  own  interests.    Not  a  single  in- 
stance of  wrongdoing  could  be  proved 
against  the  committee  that  had  been  dis- 
missed by  Lord  Fenrhyo.    That  oom- 
mittee  represented  the  300  non-Union 
men  as  well  as  the  Unionists,  and  the 
former  were  as  keen  and  active  in  ^lis 
dispute  as  the  latter.    The  right  hem. 
Member  for  the  Thanet  Division  hod  said 
thattbeobjectof  the  Act  was  conciliation, 
and  not  intervention.     But  how  could 
anyone  conciliate  without  intervening  t 
The  Act  had  two  objects — the  one  being 
conriliation  and  the  other  arbitration. 
Unless  both  sides  to  a  dispute  agreed  to 
ask  for  the  services  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  arbitration  could  not  be  reswtcd 
to  under  the  Statute.    It  therefore  could 
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not  be  resorted  to  in  the  case  under  con- 
Bideratlon,  because  Lord  Penrhyn  de- 
clwed  that  he  did  not  want  the  provi- 
sions respecting  arbitration  to  be  brought 
into  operation.  There  remained  the  ex- 
pedient of  conciliation,  and  he  held  tliat, 
according  to  the  meaning  and  spirit  of 
the  Act,  the  Board  of  Trade  was  fully 
entitled  to  intervene  with  conciliatory 
purpose  upon  the  application  of  one  of 
the  parties.  That  wan  what  it  had  at- 
tempted to  do.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  Department  had  forced  its  services 
upon  Lord  Penrhyn;  but  that  was  not 
correct,  as  was  shown  by  the  correspon- 
dence. In  one  of  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle's 
letters  that  gentleman  said  : — 

"  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  virtual  nndentandiiig  arrived  at 
between  Mr.  Ritchie  and  Mr.  Yonng,  the 
quanymen  have  been  commonicated  with,  with 
a  view  to  the  «tpointment  of  a  deputation  to 
'Wait  upon  you." 

If  that  letter  meant  anything  it  must 
mean  that  Mr.  Young,  Lord  Penrhyn's 
representative,  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  had  had  an  informal 
meetinj^  when  arrangements  were  made 
as  to  what  should  be  donel  He  agreed 
with  the  last  speaker  that  it  was  ridicu- 
lous to  suppose  that  people  could  be 
compelled  as  the  law  stood  to  abide  by 
the  award  either  of  a  conciliation  or 
arbitration  board.  But  there  could  be 
a  compulsory  Inquiry.  [Cries  of  "  No  " 
and  "  Yefl."j  The  cries  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway  opposite  showed 
that  they  hud  not  studied  this  Act ;  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  upon 
the  i^lication  of  either  party,  might 
appoint  someone  to  hold  an  Inquiry,  and 
he  hoped  that  that  power  would  be 
exercised,  for  an  Inquiry  would  be  of 
great  use.  It  was  puUio  opinion  that 
determined  the  results  of  these  contro- 
versies, and  in  the  long  run  public 
opinion  was  found  to  be  on  the  right 
side^  and  that  side  won,  whether  it  was 
the  side  of  the  masters  or  of  the  men. 
The  chief  value  of  the  Act  was  that  it 
supplied  an  easy  means  of  concentrating 


and  focussing  public  opinion  on  the 
points  in  dispute.  Why  did  Ix>rd 
Penrhyn  refuse  conciliation  1  Was  it, 
as  they  had  heard,  his  haughty  and 
feudal  pride  that  stood  in  the  wayl 
No ;  it  was  because  he  knew  that  he  was 
in  the  wrong.  The  last  speaker  had  said 
that  this  was  not  a  matter  of  ui^ent 
public  importance.  He  diflfered  from 
the  hon.  Member,  being  unable  to  believe 
that  the  enforced  idleness  of  3,000  men 
was  an  unimportant  matter.  If  these 
3,000  men  had  been  denied  employment 
anywhere  else  than  in  the  Principality 
of  Wales  mora  would,  he  thought,  have 
been  heard  about  the  importance  of  this 
enforced  idleness.  He  trusted  that  that 
Debate  and  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Fresulent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
encourage  the  men  to  keep  in  the  path 
of  law-abiding  straightforwardness,  and 
would  strengthen  their  conviction  that 
in  the  end  they  must  triumph  over  Lord 
Penrhyn. 

Question,  '*  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn,"  put,  and  negatived. 


BRITISH  SOUTH  AFRICA  COMMITTEE. 

Thb  SECRETARY  op  STATE  pgr 
THB  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Cuambbhlaih, 

Birmingham,  W.)  moved;  — 

*'  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  origin  and  oircumstancra  of  the 
incursion  into  the  South  African  Republic  by  an 
aimed  force,  and  into  the  administration  of  the 
British  South  Africa  Company,  and  to  report 
thereon,  and  further  to  report  what  alterations 
are  desirable  in  the  f^ovemment  of  the  territories 
under  the  control  of  the  Company ;  that  the 
Committee  have  leave  to  hear  counsel  to  snch 
extent  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  have  power  to 
KoA  for  persons,  papers,  and  records.*' 

•Mb.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  rose  to 
move  the  following  Am»idment:-— 

"  That,  in  view  of  the  peaceful  settlement  of 
affaint  in  the  Chartered  Company's  territories, 
the  punishment  ot  all  persons  ronnected  with 
the  raid  into  the  Transvaal,  and  the  inexpediency 
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in  the  intereat  of  all  8onth  Afrioft,  of  reopening 
questions  which  have  now  been  disposed  of,  this 
Houae  thinks  it  nnneceasaiy  to  re-appoint  the 
Select  Conunittee  of  1696." 

In  moTing  the  Amendmrait,  notice  of 
which  he  had  placed  on  the  Paper,  he 
thought  it  hardly  necesBarj  to  offer  an 
apolopy  to  the  House  for  having,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  SeRsion,  prevented  this 
Motion  from  being  passed  sub  silentio. 
The  extraordinary  public  interest  which 
had  been  excited  on  the  matter  wae  the 
best  justification  he  could  possibly  offer 
for  what  he  did  in  that  connection.  He 
had  had  many  couT^rsations  with  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  on  the  subject,  and 
he  had  had  very  numerous  communica^ 
tions  from  outsidey  and  he  thought  all 
Members  must  be  aware  that  a  very 
strong  public  opinion  had  been  excited 
in  favour  of  dropping  this  S^ect  Com- 
mittee on  the  South  African  question. 
["  Hear,  hear  "  ami  "  No,  no !  "]  So  far 
as  he  could  judge,  it  was  the  almost 
universal  feeing  in  the  Houne  that  it 
WHS  grievous  to  the  State  to  keep  open 
nn  Inquiry  which  might  prolong  inde- 
finitely a  state,  of  unrest  in  South  AMca. 
["Oh,  oh  I"]  He  waa  sure  that  this 
feeling  had  been  expressed  to  him  by  a 
majority  of  the  Members  of  the  House — 
["  No,  no  I  "] — and  if  the  Government 
were  to  relax  for  the  occasion  the  ties 
of  Party  fidelity  and  discipline,  and 
would  intimate  to  their  followers  that 
th^  were  free  to  vote  according  to  their 
own  judgment  in  the  matter,  he  knew 
very  wdl  what  the  result  would  be. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  The  Government,  so 
far  as  he  could  judge,  did  not  affirm  that 
they  themselves  were  very  keenly  in 
favour  of  the  reappointment  of  this  Com- 
mittee ;  therefore  he  was  not  open  to  the 
objection  which  had  been  alleged  f^inst 
him,  ciu-iotuAy  enough  hy  many  of  the 
Radical  newspapers,  that  in  bringing 
forward  this  Amendment  he  was  guilty 
of  an  act  of  disloyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment now  in  power,  and  he  was  not 
open  to  the  charge,  upon  which  the  rig^t 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mon- 
Mr.  J.  M.  Afaclean, 
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month  (Sir  W.  Harcourt)  had  made  such 
pleasant  reflections,  to  the  effect  that  he 
and  his  friends  had  been  obliged  to  come 
to  the  rescue  of  the  Government  fre- 
quently against  their  own  rebellious 
followers.  No  doubt  occasions  of  this 
kind  had  arisen,  and  it  was  sometimes 
enibarrnssing  and  bewildering  to  loyal 
supporters  of  the  Government  to  find 
that  when  questions  of  great  public 
interest  arose,  and  discussions  took  place 
upon  them  iiv  the  House,  the  loudest 
cheers  and  strongest  support  given  to 
the  Government  came  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House.  {LaughUr.l  He  had 
himaeU  been  so  much  taken  aback  by 
these  manifestations  that  when  a  divi- 
sion was  called  he  had  sometimes  been 
tempted  to  address  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
words  of  the  bold  Sir  Bedivere : — 

"  Oh,  my  Lord  Arfhor,  whither  ahall  I  go  ?  " 

{Lavghter.l  But  this  was  not  what  hap- 
pened on  the  present  occasion;  it  was 
a  perfectly  loyal  Amendment  l»ought 
forward  by  a  Member  who  supposed  he 
was  really  doing  a  sovice  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  hdping  them  to  get  rid  of  this 
Committee.  He  had  been  told  that  a 
compact  had  been  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  somebody  or  othi»r  that  this 
Committee  should  be  reappointed,  but 
he  did  not  see  how  any  Government 
could  pledge  the  House  to  renew  a 
Committee  in  a  new  Session.  Surety 
the  House  was  the  beet  ju^e  of  its  own 
dignity  and  honour,  and  if  circumstances 
had  arisen  which  rendered  it  indispens- 
able that  the  .Committee  should  be  re- 
appointed, the  House  could  abeolve 
itself  from  luiy  breach  of  Aiitb  in  the 
matter.  Had  any  circumstances  arisen 
since  the  Committee  was  appointed  last 
year  that  rendered  it  inexpedient  that 
the  Committee  should  be  reappointed! 
It  was  easy  to  point  out  that  such  cii^ 
cumstances  had  arisen.  In  the  first 
place,  with  r^ard  to  the  Inquiry  into 
the  existence  of  the  Chartered  Compaiiy 
and  the  desirability  of  continuing  it  in 
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the  empIoTmmt  of  its  present  powen, 
it  VM  well  known  that  since  the  House 
last  met  this  Chartered  Company  had 
prosecuted  a  successful  war,  and  had 
restored  peace  wiUiin  its  territory,  had 
done  that  at  its  own  expense,  and  had 
been  trusted  by  the  GoTemment  of 
the  country  to  do  it.  It  would  be 
a  very  inexpedient  thing  indeed  ,  now 
that  the  Company  had  restored  orda- 
in that  vast  region  of  South.  Africa, 
to  go  on  to  question  its  title  to 
the  territory  secured.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "J 
The  Chartered  Company  had  a  loi^  hi»- 
tory,  but  down  to  the  Jameson  raid  its 
title  was  unquestioned  by  hon.  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  since  the 
raid  there  had  been  absolute  proof  that 
the  GoTemment  itself  had  ample  power 
within  the  limits  of  the  present  charter 
to  clip  the  wings  of  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany and  to  prevent  it  from  taking  the 
a^7«8siTe  against  any  other  State  in 
South  Africa  or  from  doing  anything  be- 
yond administering  its  own  affairs.  The 
House  knew  that  the  Govemmait  took 
away  from  the  Chartered  Company  the 
military  and  police  powers  which  it  had 
exercised  in  Ithodesia,  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  had  been  pUced 
in  the  position  of  the  Board  of  Control 
of  the  old  East  India  Company.  The 
Chartered  Company  had  not  ventured  to 
perform  any  administrative  act  whatever 
which  was  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  There  was  no  ad- 
vantage, therefore,  to  be  gained  by  going 
into  the  history  of  what  had  been  done 
the  Chartered  Company  a  year  ago. 
He  did  not  suppose  any  one  imagined 
that  the  Chartered  Company  could  be 
proved  to  have  any  connection  whatever 
with  the  Jameson  raid.  ["Oh,  oh!" 
and  eheert.]  Was  it  desirable  to  inquire 
into  a  matter  of  that  kind  now.  ["  Yes."] 
Had  the  House  not  had  enough  of  the 
Jameson  mid  and  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  itt  By  no  possibility 
could  the  inquiry  into  the  Chartered 
Company's  acts  of  last  year  lead  to  any 
interference  with  that  Company  beyond 
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the  power  which  the  Colonial  Secretaiy 
possessed  at  the  {nrsent  time  and  which 
was  allowed  by  the  charter.  Did  hon. 
Members  propose  that  the  property  of 
the  Company  should  be  taken  away  from 
them  after  being  allowed  and  encouraged 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  wage  war 
to  maintain  that  property  1  There  was  a 
multitude  of  small  shareholders  in  the 
Chartered  Company  throughout  the 
country  besides  the  aristocratic  capital- 
ists, about  whom  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  seemed  to  know  more  than 
he  did.  These  men  and  women  had  in- 
vested a  small  amount  of  money  in  the 
Company  individually,  on  the  principle, 
no  doubt,  of  backing  the  British  lion, 
and  was  it  possible  that  any  Committee 
could  think  of  taking  away  that  pro- 
perty and  abolishing  all  the  rights  which 
the  Chartered  Company  possessed  1  So 
far,  therefore,  as  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany was  concerned,  any  further  inquiry 
by  a  Committee  of  the  House  could  lead 
to  no  useful  result  whatever.  Then  as 
to  the  question  whether  the  Committee 
eould  deal  with  Mr.  Rhodes,  who  was 
looked  upon  by  many  persons  as  the  chief 
offender  t^ainst  the  peace  of  South 
AMca.  Could  this  Committee  hope  to 
deal  with  Mr.  Rhodes  I  What  had  been 
the  history  of  Mr.  Rhodes  during  the  in- 
terval between  last  year  and  this?  The 
House  knew  that  he  had  been  busily  en- 
gaged in  the  territory  which  bore  his 
name ;  they  knew  of  tike  good  work  he 
had  done  there;  and  if  they  wanted  to 
find  out  what  the  Government  thought 
of  the  work  of  Mr.  Rhodes  in  South 
AMca  they  had  only  to  refer  to  the 
Queen's  Speech.  One  passage  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  dealt  with  the  rebellion 
in  Matabeleland  and  Mashonaland,  and 
it  said  that  this  rebellion  had  been  re- 
pressed by  the  steadfastness  and  courage 
of  the  settlers,  reinforced  by  oijr  troops 
and  the  aid  of  the  English  and  Dutch. 
Who  had  been  the  inspiring  genius  to 
the  settlers  in  Rhodesia  except  Mr, 
Rhodes  himself?  And  yet  this  was  the 
man  whom  they  were  going  to  accuse 
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of  sowing  dissension  between  the  Eng- 
lish and  Dutch,  races  in  South  Africa. 
[CheersJ]  Mr.  Rhodes  had  been  the  most 
active  mnn  in  our  colonies  there  to  in- 
duce the  English  and  Dutch  races  to  work 
together.  Mr.  Rhodes  hatl  completely 
rehalulitated  himself  in  the  public 
opinion  of  this  country  by  the  work  he 
had  done  since  Parliament  rose  last  year. 
["  No,  no  1 "  and  cheer*.]  The  enthusias* 
tic  receptions  given  to  him  by  hU 
countrymen  in  Cape  Colony  proved  that 
they  regarded  him  as  the  living  imper- 
sonation of  that  spirit  of  private  enter- 
'  prise  which  had  transformed  this  island 
kingdom  into  a  world-wide  Empire. 
[Ckeert.]  What  was  it  proposed  that  this 
Committee  could  do  to  Mr.  Rhodes! 
Snppose  it  came  to  the  same  conclusion 
as  that  which  was  arrived  at  after  full 
and  thorough  inquiry  by  the  Cape  Par- 
liament^that  Mr.  Rhodes  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  actual  raid  itself,  that  he 
only  made  preparations  and  acted  as 
Lord  Loch  had  previously  done,  and  that 
Lord  Loch's  conduct  had  never  been  re- 
pudiated dither  Lord  Ripen  or  by  his 
Bucrassor,  the  present  Colonial  Secretary? 
That  was  the  state  of  things  they  had  to 
deal  with,  and  they  knew  that  a  Com. 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  ci>uld 
liot  go  well  beycmd  theinquiiy  which  was 
made  at  the  Cape.  That  inquiry  was 
most  searching  and  thorough.  He  did 
not  know  if  hon.  Members  had  seen  the 
Blne-bouk  published  by  the  Cape 
Assembly,  which  contained  a  large  mass 
of  evidence,  and  he  said  that  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  would  not  be 
able  ttt  obtain  any  farther  evidence  than 
was  submitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Cape  Assembly.  He  knew  there  were 
some  people  repeating  current  gossip, 
who  ssid  there  ooght  to  be  wonderful 
revelations  made,  some  of  them  acting 
the  Colonial  Secretary  and  others  affect- 
ing Mr.  Rhodes,  but  he  treated  these 
reports  as  (rfno  value  whatever.  ['-  Hear, 
hear ! "]  He  had  criticised  very  freely 
the  public  policy  of  the  Culouial  Secre- 
tary, but  no  one  would  dream  of  saying 
Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean. 


that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  per- 
sonally had  any  complicity  in  the 
raid  which  took  place  in  South  Africa. 
To  accuse  him  of  dishonour  of  that  kind 
would  be  idle  and  ridiculous.  ["  Hear, 
hear."]  And  in  the  same  way  he  did 
not  think  they  could  expect  to  obtain 
any  revelations  as  to  some  extraordinary 
conduct  of  Mr.  Rhodes  in  relation  to  this 
raid  beyond  what  they  knew  already. 
That  was  tiie  position  in  which  they 
would  find  themselves.  What  was  to 
be  done,  supposing  they  came  to  a 
resolution  that  Mr.  Rhodes  was  simply 
a  man  who  determined  to  assist  Briti^ 
subjects  in  the  Transvaal  if  they  rose 
against  an  oppressive  Government  t 
Supposing  they  were  to  come  to  that 
decision ;  would  that  satisfy  tiie  people 
who  insisted  that  Mr.  Rhodes  should  be 
their  personal  enemy,  and  who  demanded 
that  he  should  be  banished  from  South 
Africa  1  They  would  at  once  say  that  a 
Committee  of  that  House  were  simply 
accomplices  with  Mr.  Rhodes  in  hushing 
up  the  whole  affinir.  On  t^e  other  hand, 
did  they  think  a  Committee  of  the  Hoose 
of  Commons  could  punish  Mr.  Rhodes, 
could  banish  him  from  South  Africa  and 
exile  him  from  public  life  1  ^niat  Hoose 
dare  not  lay  its  little  finger  on  Mr. 
Rhodes.  If  it  were  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind  it  would  set  the  whole  of  South 
AMca  in  a  blaze.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
That  was  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
why  he  had  interfered  in  the  matter. 
He  had  been  anxious  to  prevent  the 
House  from  making  the  mistake  which 
it  had  made  several  times  before  with 
great  loss  of  dignity  and  authority — the 
mistake  of  coming  into  collision  with  the 
public  opinion  of  a  powerful  colony. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  South  Africa  must  be 
maintained  for  the  British  Empire  by  the 
good  will  and  public  opinion  of  the 
settlers  out  there,  and  if  the  House  of 
Commons  were  to  take  upon  itself  to 
proscribe  the  most  powerful  man  who 
had  risen  in  late  years  in  South  Africa, 
the  man  who  was  beloved  by  the  great 
mass  of  English  settlers  out  ther^  he  did 
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nut  Ibiiik  it  could  avoid  placing  itself  in 
a  position  from  whidi  it  would  with 
difficulty  emei^  without  loss  of  authority 
and  prestige.  Hear,  hear  !  "]  So  much 
for  the  position  of  that  House.  With 
r^ards  to  Mr.  Rhodes,  he  did  not  know 
what  crime  he  was  to  be  accused  of  com- 
mitting during  the  last  year.  He  seemed 
to  him  to  have  devoted  all  his  labours 
to  tJie  SOTvice  of  his  oountry,  just  as 
be  did  at  the  time  when  he  saved  the 
whole  of  the  territory  from  the  fron- 
tier of  Cape  Colony  up  to  the  Zambesi 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
Power,  and  prevented  the  Boers  of  the 
Transvaal  from  joining  hands  with  the 
Germans  in  South-West  Africa,  which 
would  for  ever  have  prevmted  the 
predominance  of  the  British  race  in 
that  part  of  the  world.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "] 
He  had  seen  a  great  many  articles  in 
the  newspapers  lately  speaking  in  terms 
of  grave  rebuke  of  the  indiscretions  of 
speech  committed  by  Mr.  Ehodes.  Was 
he  to  be  summoned  before  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  answer  Cot 
those  indiscretions  of  speech,  to  tell  them 
what  he  meant  by  the  reference  to 
people  who  grew  orchids  or  the  exact 
meaning  of  that  stinging  phrase, 
unctuous  rectitude,"  which  he  used 
with  regard  to  some  people  in  this 
country  1  A  man  who  saved  or  made 
an  empire  oould  not  pick  and  choose  his 
language  as  they  did  in  that  House— 
[^laughter] — or  as  an  editor  of  a  news- 
paper sitting  in  his  comfortable  armchair 
oould  afiford  to  do.  He  did  not  think 
they  should  punish  Mr.  Rhodes  for  com- 
mitting a  few  crimes  of  that  kind.  So 
much  for  tlie  position  of  Mr.  Rhodes 
with  regard  to  the  Inquiry.  He  might 
say  tliat,  personally,  he  had  no  know- 
ledge whatever  of  Mr.  Rhodes  ;  he  never 
had  any  oommunication  with  him  of 
any  kind,  and  he  had  simply  token  up 
this  question  because  he  believed  his 
experience  had  given  him  a  great  know- 
ledge of  the  sentiments  entertained  with 
regard  to  ImperiiU  questions  their 
fellow-countrymen    Uvtng  in  distant 


parts  of  the  Empire*  ["  Hear  hear ! "] 
He  asked  himsdf  with  whom  was 
this  compact  mode  which  the  Gov- 
ernment spoke  of  t  Was  it  made 
with  the  Transvaal  Government  t 
Now  he  did  not  think  Uiat  idea  could  be' 
maintained  for  a  moment.  If  any  oom- 
paot  of  that  kind  had  been  made  with 
the  Transvaal  Goveitunent  he  thought  it 
had  been  cancelled  by  the  conduct  of 
President  Kruger  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  but  the  Blue-book  showed  that 
no  such  compact  was  ever  entered  into 
by  the  En^h  Government.  He  ven- 
tured to  recall  what  >  many  Members, 
perhaps,  had  forgotten,  the  exact  position 
taken  up  by  our  Government  here  in 
January,  1896.  After  Jameson's  raid 
Mr.  Hofmeyr  telegraphed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  ColonieM  asking  for 
an  assurance  that  justitse  would  be  done 
upon  all  the  parties  who  had  joined  in 
the  raid,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  on  January  7,  replied  : — 

*'  There  Bhall  be  fall  inqairy  into  the  drcum- 
stanoeiiof  the  late  raid  uponTnuuvaalterritoTV, 
and  Btepfl  will  be  taken  to  make  it  impondue 
for  Buch  attempts  to  be  plumed  or  executed  in 

future." 

That  seemed  to  him  to  have  been  the 
only  pledge  given  to  people  in  South 
Africa  by  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Kow, 
what  was  the  statement  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  a  few  days  after 
that,  on  January  13  T   He  said  :— 

"  Now  that  Her  Majeety'a  Government  have 
fulfilled  their  obligatioiu  with  the  Sonth  African 
Republic,  and  have  engaged  to  Ising  the  leaden 
in  the  recent  Invasion  to  trial " — 

not  before  a  Select  C<»nmittee — 

"Her  Msjeety'a  Government  are  anxious  that 
the  negutiationB  which  have  been  conducted  by 
you  should  result  in  a  permaiient  settkmaat,  by 
which  thepoasibility  ol  hirther  internal  tronblea 
will  bo  prevented." 

So  that  any  compact  that  was  made 
with  the  Government  at  Pretoria  must 
have  been  purely  conditional  —  condi- 
tional on  the  carrying  out  of  certatb 
ooQcessions  by  the  Government  of  Mr. 
Kruger.    The  Colonial  Secretary  made 
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that  quite  plain  in  the  second  port  ut  his 
Dispatch,  when  he  said  : — 

"  It  is  sincere  hope  Uut  l*reiddeDt  Kni^, 
who  haa  hitherto  shown  ao  mwA  wisdmn  in 
dettling  with  the  ritiution,  will  now  take  the 
opportonity  afforded  to  him  of  making  of  his 
own  free  will  each  reasonable  concessions  to  the 
TJitUnders  he  will  remove  the  last  excuse  of  dis- 
loyalty and  will  establish  the  free  institations  of 
the  Republic  on  a  firm  and  lasting  basis." 

There  they  had  the  policy  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  before  he  allowed  his 
better  instincts  to  be  overborne  by  the 
timid  counsels  of  Sir  H.  Robinson. 
[Hear,  hear ! "]  Only  one  more  passage 
would  be  refer  to  as  confirming  that  view 
of  the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. On  January  15th  he  telegraphed 
again  to  Sir  H.  Robinson,  and  he  said  : — 

"  There  can  be  no  settlonoit  until  the  ques- 
tions raised  by  these  tolograms  are  dispoeed  of. 
Hie  people  of  Jduumesbuif  laid  down  their 
arms  in  the  belief  that  reasonable  concesHions 
would  be  arranged  by  your  intervention — 
ffAmv] — and  antil  these  are  granted  and  are 
ae6nitely  pRMniaed  yoo  by  the  President  the 
root-cause  of  the  recent  troubles  will  renitun." 

Now,  ia  thoue  words  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  distinctly  declared  that  the 
root  cause  of  ihe  trouble  which  cul- 
minated in  the  Jameson  raid  vas  the 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Transvaal 
Government  to  deprive  the  Uitlanders  of 
their  just  civil  rights.  He  thought  the 
language  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  there 
UHed  might  be  said  to  afford  a  reasonable 
justification  for  the  rising  of  the 
Uitlanders  and  their  insurrection  against 
such  a  tyrannical  Ck>vemment  as  that  of 
the  Transvaal.  He  said  the  President 
bad  agun  and  again  promised  reform, 
and  added  that  grave  dissatisfaction 
would  be  caused  if  he  (Sir  H.  Robinson) 
left  Pretoria  without  a  clear  under- 
standing on  those  points.  Sir  H.  Robin- 
son left  Pretoria  without  a  clear  under- 
stMiding  on  any  point  whatever.  [A 
che&r.]  No  concession  whatever  was 
made  by  President  Kruger  in  return  for 
what  we  did  for  bim.  He  did  not  blame 
President  Kruger  for  that.  The  Presi- 
dent was  a  sagacious  and  far-sighted 
man,  engi^ed  in  bailding  up  an  Indepen- 
Mf.  J.  M.  Maclean. 


dent  nation,  and,  speaking  from  an  im- 
partial point  of  view,  he  could  admire 
the  wisdom  and  determination  witJi 
which  he  prosecuted  bis  design.  \Cheer»^ 
He  did  not  wonder  that  Mr.  Kmger 
proved  himself  superior  to  the  finished 
diplomatists  of  more  civilised  nations 
\laug}Uer  and  cheera]^  because  he  was  free 
from  the  necessity  of  attending  to  em- 
ployers' liability  and  old  pensions 
[cheers  and  lauffhter],  and  strikes  and 
trade  unions,  and  the  thousand  different 
channels  in  which  the  energies  states- 
men in  a  civilised  country  were  frittered 
away.  Mr.  Kruger  had  only  one  end  to 
accomplish.  He  wished  to  make  bis 
people  free  and  strong,  and  he  went 
direct  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  end. 
He  admired  Mr.  Kruger  for  it ;  but  he 
could  not  absolve  our  own  Government 
for  having  neglected  to  obtain  frcHD  him 
those  concessions  for  which  alone  the 
people  of  Johannesburg  were  indaoed  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  Jameson  and 
his  men  were  brought  to  trial  and  punish- 
ment. No  concessions  of  any  kind  had 
been  made.  On  the  contrary,  all  to 
whom  the  reputation  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  was  dear  [cheera  atid  laughier] 
must  resent  the  cavalier  treatment  to 
which  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  had  been 
exposed  at  the  hands  of  President 
Kruger.  He  had  often  heard  Mr. 
Kruger  spoken  of  as  like  one  of  tiie 
heroes  in  PlutMvh ;  and  be  was  reminded 
of  the  way  in  which  Plutareh  told  of 
Sylla's  treatment  of  the  Greek  orators, 
when  they  came  out  from  Athens  Bad 
wished  to  read  to  him  long  harangues. 
Sylla  sud  to  than  : — 

"  My  good  friends,  pack  up  yourlspooches  and 
be  gone.  I  have  not  come  here  to  take  lesBOiis, 
but  to  subdne  rebels  to  obedience." 

The  Colonial  Secretary  had  tried  to 
practise  on  Mr.  Kruger  all  that  dialecti- 
cal skill  with  which  he  so  often  diumed 
the  House  of  Commons  into  obedience  to 
his  wishes.  But  Mr.  Kruger's  only  reply 
was,  "My  good  friend,  take  up  your  ilis- 
patches  and  be  gone."   [Laughter  and 
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cAtftfra.]  "  I  have  not  come  here  to  liatra 
to  lectures,  but  to  subdue  a  rebellious 
city."  [Laughter.'\  Not  only  had  no 
concessions  been  made,  but  Mr.  Kmger 
had  advanced  his  pretensions  still  further. 
The  English  settlers  in  the  Transvaal 
were  further  than  ever  from  getting  the 
elementary  rights  of  citizens;  and  we 
were  oonhvnted  with  the  fact  that  the 
Boers  intended  to  create  a  state  of  society 
in  the  Transvaal  in  which  British  subjects 
sboald  be  an  inferior  caste  to  the  Dutch- 
men, who  were  the  ruling  power  in  the 
State.  The  immigration  returns  of  Idie 
Cape  would  show  a  large  increase  in  the 
immigration  of  foreigners  as  com- 
pared with  British  subjects.  Many  of 
these  foreigners  went  straight  to  the 
Transvaal,  where  the  Boers  were  build- 
ing up  a  strong  military  State,  centrally 
situated  on  the  long  line  of  communica- 
tions between  Cape  Colony  and  Rhodesia 
and  a  great  menace  to  the  security  of  our 
possessions.  Alarm  was  often  expressed 
lest  Mr.  Kmger  should  some  day  throw 
oflF  our  suzerainty.  Why  should  he  1 
"What  had  become  of  that  suzerainty  1 
Ab  it  now  existed  it  could  only  be  com- 
paied  to  Milton's  description  of  death 
— "  What  seemed  his  head,  the  likeness 
of  a  kingly  crown  bad  on."  [Cheerg.'\ 
That  suzerainty  would  never  be  a  reality 
till  we  asserted  our  power  and  preponder- 
ance in  South  Africa.  If  we  had  no 
compactwith  anybody  outside  the  House 
was  there  a  compact  with  anyone  within 
iha  House  1  Those  who  pressed  for  the 
appointment  of  this  Committee  were 
not  men  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House,  or  Members  of  the  Oorerament, 
who  might  be  influenced  by  a  fancied 
point  of  honour.  The  men  who  desired 
the  Committee  were  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Monmouth  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton.  If  anybody's, 
the  Committee  was  that  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton.  [Cheera.]  Those 
who  were  familiar  with  the  story  of  the 
impeachment  of  Warren  Hastings  would 
remember  that  there  was  one  vindictive 
personal  assailant  of  the  great  Proconsul 
VOL.  XLV.  [foubth  sbribs.] 


— Sir  Philip  Francis — who  was  at  the 

bottom  of  the  mischief.  He  brought 
Pitt  and  Fox  together  and  got  the  im- 
peachment arranged.  We  had  a  Sir 
Philip  Francis  in  our  own  day,  who  had 
brought  together  our  modem  Pitt  and 
Fox  to  arrange  this  Inquiry,  though 
he  did  not  attribute  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  the  personal 
motives  which  animated  Sir  Philip 
Francis.  He  admired  the  courage 
and  independence  of  the  hon.  Member's 
character,  and  he  had  always  thought 
the  hon.  Member  to  be  the  only  con- 
sistent man  in  attacking  Mr.  Rhodes 
and  the  Chartered  Company.  The  hon. 
Member  at  least  would  not  bow  down  to 
Mr.  Rhodes,  even  when  English  society 
threw  itself  at  his  feet  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  Lord  Rosebery  heaped  honours 
nponhimandmadehimaPrivy  Councillor. 
Therefore  he  found  no  fault  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  action  he  had  taken 
in  the  matter.  But,  while  he  was 
witling  to  do  a  great  deal  to  oblige  the 
hon.  Member,  when  it  came  to  making 
a  choice  between  him  and  doing  some- 
thing towards  maintaining  the  dignity 
of  the  British  Empire,  the  hon.  Member 
must  pardon  him  for  not  giving  him  his 
support.  He  could  not  find  any  sub- 
stance in  any  of  the  tmnsiderations  that 
suggested  themselves  to  his  mind  as 
possibly  affording  a  justification  for  the 
action  of  the  Government.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  knew  from  what  he  had  read 
and  heard  that  the  people  of  this  country 
had  grown  heartily  sick  and  weary  of 
the  irritating  and  humiliating  references 
to  the  Jameson  raid,  which  were  now 
apparently  to  be  prolonged  for  a  year  or 
two  at  the  pleasure  of  a  Committee  of 
the  House.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  The 
public  felt  that  they  had  sat  long 
enough  in  sackcloth  and  ashes  lamenting 
their  sins  and  praising  the  mag- 
nanimity of  President  Kmger.  [Cheera,'] 
Let  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead.  Let 
them  be  up  and'  doing  again.  He 
felt  sure  that  if  they  would  but  adopt 
a  firm  policy  they  would  do  more  to 
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hnng  the  Dutch  and  English  ia 
Sooth  Afriea  tog^^  thiui  by  f<^ow- 
ing  ft  pvsiUamaKnw  policy.  [Cheers.] 
It  was  because  an  onsetded  and  waver- 
ing policy  had  been  hitherto  followed  in 
rsgard  to  South  Africa  that  many 
Afrikanders  were  inclined  to  gravitate 
towards  the  Dutch  Repnblice.  A  favour- 
able (^portunity  was  now  at  hfuid  for 
the  adc^on  of  a  firm  policy.  Lord 
Roamead  wm  coming  home.  Let  there, 
duo,  be  an  ead  the  policy  associated 
with  Lwd  Boamead's  name.  He  hoped 
i>he  Govenunent  would  sdsct  for  Lord 
Bosmead's  place  someone  who  would  lift 
up  the  standard  of  England  and  assert 
our  power  and  permanent  authority  in 
South  Africa.  [Cheers.]  He  felt  sure 
Hbalb  if  we  spoke  on  that  boldly  and 
firmly,  and  above  all  took  care  to  make 
:dear  that  we  would  maintain  whftt  we 
mad  with  our  Impuial  forces,  we  should 
command  respect,  and  everybody  would 
quietly  assent  to  what  we  asked  thesn  to 
do.  [Cheers.]  The  time  had  ocuae  tor 
telling  the  IVansvaal  Government  what 
we  meant  to  hare  done,  and  to  insist 
upon  that  Government  carrying  it  out. 
[Cheers.]  Much  had  been  said  against 
English  civilisation,  but  at  least  it  gave 
eqoal  right  to  every  man.  [N^ationalist 
cries  of  "  No."]  He  did  not  know  what 
hon.  Gentleman  oppodte  had  to  complain 
woept  it  was  that  the  Irish  got  more 
ihui  their  (air  share  ct  rights.  [Latigh- 
ter  and  cheers.]  We  ought  certainly  to 
uudst  that  the  Transvaal  Government 
dio«]d  give  the  same  (vivilegee  to 
l^Ush  settlers  that  Dutchmen  received 
in  our  Commonwealth ;  and  when  all 
men  were  equal  in  South  Africa  we 
Might  hope  to  see  restored  order, 
peace  and  prosperity  to  that  country. 
[Cheers.] 

But  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
Umreraity)  sud  he  seconded  the  M<Mion 
of  his  hon.  Friend.  He  did  so  with  a 
deep  soue  of  the  gravity  of  the  issue 
before  the  House  as  r^ards  the  South 
Alrican  portion  of  the  British  Empire. 
Things  were  now  beginning  to  settle 

Mr,  J.  M.  Jfoobon. 


down  in  South  Africa,  and  this  Inquiry 
would,  he  feared,  tend  once  more  to  re- 
vive bitter  memories  and  angry  filings 
between  the  different  races  and  interest! 
in  that  country.  A^  the  same  time  he 
did  not  for  a  moment  complain  vi  her 
Majesty's  Govwnraent  for  the  course 
they  had  taken.  They  were  no  donhi, 
honourably  bound  by  their  understand- 
ing with  the  Leader  of  the  OppoatiML 
It  was  said  that  the  right  hxm.  (Jentie- 
man  claimed  the  fulfilment  of  their 
promise,  and  that  they  feel  themselves 
ocnnmitted  to  him.  But  mncb.  bad  hap- 
pened since  then,  and  he  should  have 
hoped  that  the  Government  mi^t  have 
left  the  decision  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  It  was  a  difficult  questicm  of 
political  ethics,  and  he  appreciated  the 
chivalrous  spirit  which  made  tiie  Govern- 
ment feel  bound  to  press  the  Motion. 
But  Uie  House  of  Cmnmons  had  a  duty 
to  the  country  and  the  Empire.  They 
had  to  consider  whether  this  Committee 
would  do  good  or  harm,  and  to  vote 
according  to  their  ooaaataenoea.  They 
had  some  years  ago  a  somewhat  siadlar 
case.  In  1884,  Mr.  Gladstone  had  pro- 
mised a  discussion  on  Egyptian  albirs. 
On  June  30,  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman 
proposed  to  redeem  his  pledge,  but  he 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Forster  and  the 
present  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  on 
the  ground  that  circumstanoes  had 
changed,  and  that  a  discussion  had 
become  undesirable.  The  present  Fint 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  said  :— 

**  I  freely  admit  thai  the  GoTeniment  wart 
bound  to  give  a  day  for  disciurion  when  tfaay 
were  challenged  by  the  Opposition  .... 
but  I  claim  this,  that  the  House  of  Commons  at 
large  ia  entitled  to  dis^^ard  these  oonmdsratione, 
and  that  we  have  simply  to  look  at  whatisaiost 
tor  the  interesta  of  the  coontry." 

As  to  any  imputations  on  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Colonial  Office,  or  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretuy  for  the 
Colonies,  they  could  afibrd  to  treat  them 
with  scorn.  [Cheeri.]  There  had,  of 
course,  been  nothing  but  dark  iimuendoee 
and  vt^e  an^eetions,  and  theee  would 
in  any  case  continue  to  be  made.  As  to 
foreign  opinion,  those  whose  confideaoe 
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was  worth  having,  those  who  looked 
lairiy  at  the  droomstanoMi  koew  quite 
veil  lAuA  in  difficult  drcamstanoes  Her 
Majesty's  Goveroment  had  acted  loyally 
and  ia  good  faith  towards  Uua  TransTatd. 
There  were,  anfortonately,  some  fweign 
papers,  even  in  Oennany,  allied  to  as  as 
she  was  in  blood  and  in  her  real 
interests,  justly  called  the  Reptile  Press, 
which  lost  no  opp<»rtunit7  of  traducing 
and  misrepresenting  this  country.  They 
would  probably  continue  to  do  so  what- 
ever we  might  do.  As  regarded  the 
Chartered  Company,  he  had  no  interest 
in  the  Company  and  was  not  connected 
with  it,  but  he  believed  that  no  evidence 
would  be  forthcoming  which  would  in 
any  way  implicate  them.  At  the  same 
time  he  confessed  he  regretted  that  at  a 
crisis  of  great  difficulty,  when  their  full 
attention  was  required  to  deal  with  the 
grave  situation  arising  from  the  rinder- 
pest and  the  native  rebellions,  they 
should  be  distracted,  and  some  of  their 
ablest  administrators  should  be  dragged 
from  thfflr  natural  places  at  the  post  of 
danger  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  rear, 
and  to  take  part  in  a  mischievous, 
tiioo^  academic,  Inquiry.  They  were 
invited  to  inquire  into  the  origin  and 
circumstances  of  the  raid.  But  in  that 
case  they  must  investigate  the  refusal  of 
poIiUcal  rights,  the  system  of  taxation, 
the  system  of  monopcdies,  the  impedi- 
ments of  commerce^  from  which  the 
Uitlanders  alleged  that  they  so 
grievously  sufiered,  and  which,  in  their 
opinifm,  were  so  nnfiur  and  oppressive 
as  to  have  driven  them  to  rebellion. 
What  good  could  possibly  come  now 
from  this  Inqnizy  1  Were  we  to  considw 
the  complaints  of  the  Boers  and  take 
no  account  of  the  grievances  of  the 
UitlanderB  1  The  possible  harm  was 
clear  enough ;  it  stared  us  in  the  face ; 
it  might  stir  up  hatred  between  the 
diiferent  races  in  South  Africa  ;  it  might 
endanger  our  relations  with  foreign 
Powers ;  it  might  paralyse,  and  would 
certainly  injure,  the  trade  and  industries 
of  South  Africa — and  for  what!   No  one 


had  yet  pointed  out  any  good  that  could 
possibly  r«rolt.  ["  Hmt,  hew  "  I]  Those 
responsiUe  for  the  raid  had  b^  pun- 
ished. The  Cape  Parliament  hod  made 
an  Inquiry  and  published  a  report.  They 
had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  do  more ; 
whyshouhiwit  [«  Hear,  hear  !  "]  Our 
policy  should  be  to  let  bygones  be 
bygones— -[cA«er»] — -to  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote peace  md  goodwill  between  the 
different  races  in  Soutii  Africa.  This 
Inquiry  would,  he  feared,  relight  the 
slumbering  embers  of  race  jealousies  and 
personal  animosities.  To  press  for  it  just 
now,  when  angry  feelings  were  beginning 
to  subside,  but  when  difficulties  with  the 
native  races  were  acute  and  tiireatening, 
seemed,  be  did  not  say  unpatriotic,  for 
that  would  imply  a  nniscer  intention, 
which  he  was  sure  did  not  exist,  but  most 
unwise.  If  the  Inquiry  led  to  new 
troubles  and  compUoatims,  they  would 
at  least  feel  that  they  did  their  duty  in 
endeavouring  to  prevent  it,  and  they 
must  throw  the  onus  of  the  responsibility 
on  tiie  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  and  his  colleagues. 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  was  speaking 
at  Twelve  o'clock,  when  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


SUPPLY. 

C<»nmittee  deferred  till  To-morrow. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Second    Beading   deferred  till  Tu- 
raorrow. 


LAW  OF  EVIDENCE  (CEIMINAL  CASES). 

Adjourned  Debate  on  Motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  [21st  Januury] 
fmther  adjourned  till  To-mmrow. 
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MIUTABY  W0BE8  [MONEY]. 
Committee  tiiareupon   drferred  till 
To-morrow. 


VOLUNTABY  SCHOOIS 
[AID  GRANT,  Brc.]. 

Committee   thereupon  deferred 

Monday. 


tUl 


BIVEES  POLLUTION  PREVENTION 
BILL. 

Second  Heading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day, 17th  February. 


EDUCATIONAL  ENDOWMENTS 
(IRELAND)  ^^^^^)  AMENDMENT 


Second 
morrow. 


Beading   deferred  till  To- 


UNLAWFUL  PaSSESSION  BILL. 
Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reading 
[26th  January]  further  adjourned  till 
To-morrow, 


SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  BILL. 
Second    Beading   d^erred  till  To- 


morrow. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS. 
Ordered,  that  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  effecta  and 
operation  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act 
1887,  and  into  the  subject  of  Mer- 
chandise Marks  generally. — (Sir  Albert 
Mollit.) 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ELECTIONS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  as  to  qualifica- 
tions for  elections  to  Parish  Councils 
and  as  to  the  annual  assembly  of  the 


parish  meeting,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Luttrell  and  Sir  John  Dorington; 
presented  accordingly,  and  Bead  the 
First  time  ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  Time 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.— 
[Na  100.] 


BUSINESS  Ol!'  THE  HOUSE. 

On  the  Motion  for  the  Adjoommeitt 
of  the  House, 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT  asked 
the  Leader  of  the  House  what  steps  he 
proposed  to  take  with  reference  to  the 
Debate  on  the  British  South  Africa  Com- 
mittee, and  also  what  would  be  done  with 
regard  to  the  Motion  that  originally  stood 
first  relating  to  Committee  of  Supply  I 

The  first  IX)RD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY ;  Of  course  our  original  plan  was 
to  pass  the  Resolution  in  regard  to  Supply 
and  that  relating  to  the  South  Africa 
Committee  to-night,  and  there  would 
have  been  ample  time  for  both  these 
discussions  and  other  business,  too,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  Debate  on  tJie 
Adjournment  of  the  House.  That  Debate 
has  occupied  practically  the  whole  even- 
ing, and  under  these  circumstimces  the 
Government  feel  themselves  obliged  to 
ask  for  to-morrow  for  the  continuation 
of  the  discussion  of  both  Resolutions.  If 
that  is  done  without  objection  we  shall 
be  able  to  proceed  on  Monday  with  the 
Education  Resolution. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  Which 
shall  we  take  first  1 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TBEA- 
SUBY ;  We  shall  proceed  first  with  the 
Debate  on  the  South  Africa  Committee. 

Dr.  TANNEB  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
OenUeman  go  on  with  Supply  to-morrow  ? 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  There  will  be  some  Supplemen- 
tary Estimates,  if  we  reach  them. 


AiijourDfld  at  five  mmuteB  after 
Twelve  o'Caock. 
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HOUSE    OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  fiOih  January  1897. 


QUESTIONS. 


CONGO  RAILWAY  (NATIVE  LABOUR). 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  with 
reference  to  his  statements  in  the  House 
on  12th  March  and  16th  July  1896, 
whether  in  or  about  SeptemMr  last, 
nearly  1,000  natives  were  recruited  at 
the  Gambia  and  about  150  at  Sierra 
Leone,  to  be  employed  as  labourers  on 
the  Congo  Railway,  and  conveyed  by  the 
LeopoldviUe  to  Matadi  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
sanctioned  this  arrangement ;  and 
whether  he  can  tell  the  House  the 
number  of  natives  whom  Baron  Dhanis 
was  allowed,  earlier  in  the  year,  to  recruit 
as  soldiers  for  service  in  his  expedition 
into  the  north-eaatern  interior  of  the 
Congo  Free  State  1 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  foe 
THE  COLONIES  {Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  After  careful  inquiry, 
I  satisfied  myself  that  the  men  employed 
by  the  Congo  Railway  Company  are  well 
treated,  and  the  Governors  of  the  West 
African  colonies  were  authorised  to 
allow  men  to  be  engaged  for  that  purpose. 
The  number  of  men  engaged  by  Baron 
Dhanis  was  350,  I  may  add  that  since 
I  came  into  the  House,  I  have  received 
the  copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Consul 
Pickersgill,  who  has  been  along  this  line 
of  railway,  and  in  communication  with 
the  natives  employed.  The  latter  he 
found  thoroughly  contented,  happy,  and 
veil  treated. 


HEALTH   OF   TROOPS  (UNITED 
KINGDOM). 

Majob  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  That  number  of  cases  of  ven«^ 
disease  of  all  kinds  were  under  treatment 
on  3l8t  December  1896,  respectively  in 
the  Aldershot,  Portsmouth,  Woolwich, 
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and  Irish  commands,  in  military  hospitals 
or  elsewhere,  and  what  proportion  does 
this  give  to  the  total  strength  of  the 
troops  in  the  above  garrisons  1 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  On  the  1st  January 
1897,  the  men  under  treatment  for 
venereal  disease  at  the  ^veral  stations 
were  156  at  AMer^ot,  77  at  Portsmouth, 
84  at  Woolwich,  and  169  in  Ireland 
These  gave  the  following  rates  respec- 
tively per  1,000  of  the  strength— 12-13, 
18-06,  16-79,  and  8-93,  with  an  average 
of  11-84  per  1,000. 

Major  RASCH  inquired  if  the 
Government  intended  to  take  any  steps 
to  remedy  this  state  of  things. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  that  the  whole 
question,  as  related  to  India,  was  under 
inquiry  by  a  Departmental  Committee 
of  the  India  Office,  and  no  decision  with 
regard  to  any  steps  could  be  taken  until 
the  results  of  that  inquiry  were  laid  be- 
fore Parliament. 


NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY 
(POLICE  PROTKCTION). 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)|:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  any  steps  have 
been  taken  to  increase  the  number  of 
police  stationed  at  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery,  in  view  of  the  increasing  number 
of  visitors,  and  the  damage  done  to  pic- 
tures during  last  summer  1 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanbury,  Preston) : 
I  informed  the  noble  Lord,  in  reply  to  his 
Question  of  August  13th  last,  that  there 
were  then  in  attendance  at,  the  Gallery 
ten  curators  and  three  constables.  Two 
more  constables  have  now  been  added,  so 
that  the  total  number  of  attendants 
during  the  day  is  now  15,  in  addition  to 
a  head  porter,  a  head  messenger,  and 
nine  pensioner  messengers.  The  attend- 
ance of  the  public  shows  no  increase.  In- 
deed it  has  gradually  fallen  from  49,000 
when  the  Gallery  was  first  opened  in 
April  1896,  to  12,000  in  December— 
the  last  complete  month.  As  regards 
other  means  of  preventing  damage,  I  may 
say  that  the  Treasury  have  agreed  to  ask 
Parliament  to  provide  funds  during  the 
next  two  years  for  glazing  the  portraits 
which  are  immediately  within  reach  of 
the  public. 

3  L 
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PARCEL  POST  CHARGES. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  will  he  explain  why  the 
rate  of  postage  on  a  parcel  sent  from 
Malta  to  Gibraltar  is  7d.  per  pound,  so 
that  a  parcel  weighing  five  pounds  would 
becharged  28. 1  Id.,  whereas aparcel  weigh- 
ing five  pounds  can  be  sent  from  Malta, 
past  Gibraltar,  to  Edinburgh,  Dublin, 
or  elsewhere  in  the  United  Kingdom 
(or  vice  versa,  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  Malta)  at  a  charge  of  2s.,  namely  8d. 
for  the  first  and  4d.  for  each  additional 
pound  J  and,  whether  he  will  use  his 
influence  to  secure  a  reduction  of  the  rate 
from  Malta  to  Gibraltar  to  that  from 
Malta  to  the  United  Kingdom  1 

Mb.  HANBURY  :  The  Postmaster 
General  does  not  know  the  reasons  of 
the  GoTemmentof  Malta  for  maintaining 
the  scale  mentioned.  He  will,  however, 
make  inquiry  on  the  subject ;  but  until 
he  knows  what  the  views  of  the  Colonial 
Government  are,  he  cannot  pledge  him- 
self to  try  to  influence  them.  I  must, 
however,  warn  my  hon. Friend  that  would 
be  equally  valid  against  the  measure  ad- 
vocated by  the  hon.  Member  for  estab- 
lishing Imperial  penny  postage ;  for,  if 
that  were  done,  a  letter  sent  through 
Italy  to  Malta  would  cost  the  sender  Id., 
*  while  a  letter  sent  by  the  same  mail  only 
as  far  as  Italy  would  cost  him  2^. 

BOOK  POST  CHARGES. 
Me.  HENNIKER  HEATON: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Paitmaster 
General,  (1)  will  he  explain  why  it  is 
that  an  author  or  publisher,  on  sending 
gratis,  in  accordance  with  Law,  a  copy 
of  a  newly  published  book  to  the  British 
Museum  Library,  is  required  to  pay  post- 
age upon  such  bcK)k,  and  that  in  d^ault 
of  pre-payment  a  fine  of  double  the  defi- 
cient postage  is  levied  by  the  Post  Office 
upon  the  copyright  oflSce  of  the  British 
Museum;  (2)  whether  he  has  been  in- 
formed that  authors  and  publishers  resent 
the  obligation  to  supplement  the  compul- 
sory contribution  of  the  bottks  to  the 
national  library  by  paying  postage,  and 
that  some  of  them  ontprinciple  refuse  to 
pay  such  postage ^and  challenge  proceed- 
ings to  enforce  it  ;  and(3)  whether,  see- 
ing that  the  privilege]of  free  postage  is 


conceded  in  the  case  of  parcels  forwarded 
to  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  the 
Public  Record  Oflice,  the  Royal  College 
of  Science,  the  Royal  College  of  Art,  and 
similar  institutions,  he  will  recommend 
that  authors  and  publishers  shall  only  be 
required  to  convey  their  books  properly 
£iddressed  to  the  nearest  post  office  %  , 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  has  been 
repeatedly  considered  by  various  Govern- 
ments. The  Law  5  and  6  Vict.,  cap.  45, 
has  thrown  upon  publishers  the  duty  of 
delivering  their  publications  at  the 
British  Museum  and  at  other  Libraries 
besides — the  Bodleian  at  Oxford,  the 
Public  Library  at  Cambridge,  that  of 
the  Faculty  of  Advocates  at  Edinburgh, 
and  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  There 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  relieving: 
publishers  of  tlie  duty  by  throwing  the 
burden  of  delivery  on  the  State.  The 
deficient  postage  is  apparently  readily 
recovered  by  the  British  Museum,  whose 
estimate  for  postage  is  only  £200,  and 
that  for  their  law  charges  £20.  The 
amount  of  such  postal  matter  is  very 
small,  most  of  such  publications  being 
sent  by  other  agencies,  and  amounting 
to  about  one  ton  a  day.  The  Postmaster 
General  has  no  such  information  as  is 
suggested  in  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question.  The  argument 
derived  from  the  intraition  of  the  Copy- 
right Act  does  not,  course,  apply  to 
the  other  institutions  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Member. 


RAILWAYS  (IRELAND), 
Mb.  J.  P.  FAHRELL  (Cavan,  W.)  : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  can  he 
indicate  the  districts  to  provide  railway 
accommodation  in  which  it  is  proposed 
to  allocate  any  of  the  money  voted  last 
Session ;  and  has  he  been  able  to  inolnde 
in  this  allocation  any  (rf  the  districts  of 
the  county  Cavan  which  petitioned  for 
railway  facilities  to  develop  local  trade  1 
The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfodb, 
Leeds,  Central) :  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  expedient  at  the  present  moment  to 
make  any  general  announcement  regard- 
ing the  manner  it  is  intended  to  allocate 
the  moneys  provided  by  the  Railways 
(Ireland)  Act  of  last  year.  I  cannot 
however,  hold  out  any  hopes  that  lines 
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in  the  Couuty  Cavan  will  be  included  in 
the  allocation. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
'  tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  sum  of  £600  is  annually  levied 
off  the  cesspayers  of  tlie  County  Cavan 
for  the  line  from  Crossdoney  to  Killes- 
handia  by  presentment  of  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  against  the  will  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  cesapayers  ;  and  does  he 
propose  in  cases  of  this  sort  to  utilise  any 
of  tlie  money  voted  by  Parliament  last 
Hession  for  the  relief  of  congested  dis- 
tricts, by  the  building  of  railways  in  Ire- 
land to  relieve  the  people  of  such 
taxation  1 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  This 
line  ia  part  of  the  Midland  Great  Wes- 
tern system,  and  is  worked  by  that  com- 
pany under  the  Act  of  1881,  41th  and 
45th  Vict.,  cap  97.  I  am  aware  that 
certain  baronies  in  the  county  have 
guaranteed  to  pay  to  the  company  the 
sum  of  ^600  annually  towards  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  the  line  for 
a  period  of  35  years  from  its  opening. 
The  money  provided  for  the  construction 
of  light  railways  and  for  other  purposes 
by  the  Act  of  last  Session  could  not  be 
legally  applied  in  relief  of  taxation  in 
respect  of  railways  alrefuiy  constructed. 

IRISH   LIGHTS  BOARD. 

Mb.  W.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  is  prepared  favour- 
ably to  consider  the  two  memorials 
which  have  been  presented  to  the  Irish 
Lights  Board  by  the  lightship  men  asking 
for  an  increase  of  wages,  and  also  for  an 
increase  of  pension  from  £25  per  annum 
to  £40  a  year,  similar  to  the  amount 
granted  to  the  men  in  Her  Majesty's 
Navy,  as  the  rules  and  discipline  are 
almost  alike  1 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  Croy- 
don) :  No  memorial  on  the  subject  has 
been  received  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
since  1891.  I  will  carefully  consider 
any  further  memorials  which  may  be 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  together 
with  any  recommendations  or  observa- 
tions of  the  Irish  Lights  Commissioners 
by  which  they  may  be  accompanied. 


Mit.  ARTHUR  JEFFREYS  (Hants, 
Basingstoke) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Excheijuer  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Land  Tax  is  this  year 
being  levied  on  the  assessment  of  the 
annual  value  of  lands  and  hereditaments 
under  Schedule  A  (without  any  deduc- 
tion such  as  is  allowed  for  income  tax 
purposes),  instead  of  on  the  rateable 
value  of  property  as  hitherto  ,*  that  an 
increased  amount  of  Land  Tax  has  in 
many  oases  been  levied  in  consequence 
of  this  new  procedure;  uid  that  Land 
Tax  has  this  year  1>een  demanded  on 
certain  lands  whicli  have  hitherto  been 
considered  to  have  been  exempt  from  the 
tax  ;  and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  instructing  the  Land  Tax 
Collectors  not  to  alter  the  basis  of  assess- 
ment on  which  the  tax  has  hitherto 
been  collected  1 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  make  any  general  statement  as  to 
the  basis  on  which  the  various  local 
bodies  of  Land  Tax  Commissioners 
throughout  the  country,  with  whom  the 
matter  rests,  and  over  whom  I  have  no 
authority  whatever,  have  made  tlie 
assessments  for  the  current  yeai".  The 
Land  Tax  is  raised  by  a  fixed  quota  on 
each  parish,  which  quota,  under  the  Act 
of  last  Session,  can  in  no  case  exceed 
Is.  in  the  pound  on  the  total  assessment 
to  Schedule  A  of  the  lands  in  the  parish 
liable  to  Land  Tax ;  and  this  quota  is 
unaffected  by  any  change  in  the  method 
of  assessing  the  various  properties  in  the 
parish  liable  to  the  Tax  as  between  each 
other.  The  power  of  deciding  when  a 
new  assessment  should  be  made,  as  be- 
tween the  various  properties  in  a  parish 
liable  to  the  tax,  rests  with  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Land  Tax  in  each  district ; 
and  when  a  new  assessment  is  made,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  there  may  be  changes 
in  the  incidMice  of  the  tax  on  the  various 
properties  in  the  parish,  corresponding 
to  changes  in  their  relative  values.  It 
is  possible  also  that  in  some  cases  pro- 
perty may  be  brought  into  charge  which, 
though  liable,  has  hitherto  escaped  assess- 
ment. But,  as  the  total  charge  on  any 
parish  cannot  be  increased  (though,  under 
the  Act  of  last  Session,  it  may  be  largely 
diminished),  it  follows  that  an  increase 
of  the  tax  on  some  properties  in  a  parish 
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must  be  balanced  by  a  corresponding 
decrease  on  others.  The  Act  of  last 
Session  did  not  re*|uire  any  alteration  of 
the  basis  of  assessment  on  which  the 
tax  has  hitherto  been  collectefl. 


TREAStTHY- TA)AT!rs  (IRFXAND). 

Mr.  PATBICK  M'HUGH  (Leitrim, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  will  he  explain  why,  when 
the  Corporation  of  Sligo  expressed  a 
desire  to  pay  o£F,  at  the  rate  of  208.  in 
the  pound,  all  loans  contracted  by  them 
with  the  Board  of  Works,  the  Treasury 
refused  to  accept  20s.  in  the  pound  for 
the  outstanding  principal  of  the  loans, 
the  Corporation  in  consequence  being 
unable  to  accept  offers  made  to  them 
from  private  sources  of  loana  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  than  that  charged  by  the 
Treasury ;  and  will  he  consider  the 
advisability  of  relieving  heavily-taxed 
public  bodies  in  Ireland  by  reducing  the 
present  rates  of  interest  charged  by  the 
Treasury  on  loans,  or  by  accepting  on 
behalf  of  the  Treasury  the  repayment  of 
such  loans  at  par  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  From  the  correspon- 
dence which  took  place  on  this  subject 
last  year  the  hon.  Member  must,  I  think, 
understand  that,  so  long  as  the  market 
price  of  Local  Loans  stock  is  considerably 
alx)ve  par  as  at  present,  the  solvency  of 
the  Local  Loans  Fund  might  be  seriously 
affected  by  premature  repayments  of 
Local  Loans  at  par  only ;  and  as  I  then 
explained,  if  the  Government  lends 
money  on  condition  that  it  is  to  be 
repaid  in  a  given  number  of  years,  it  is 
obviously  justified  in  refusing  prepayment 
unless  there  was  a  specific  stipiuation 
that  the  loan  might  be  repaid  earlier. 
As  regards  the  question  of  reducing 
the  rates  of  interest  on  Local  Loans 
generally,  I  can  only  refer  the  hon. 
Meml)er  to  the  answer  given  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  a  question  put  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Ixtuth  on  the  22nd 
instant. 


NEAVRY  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS. 

Me.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (I)  will  he  explain 
why  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
isHued  a  writ  against  the  Newry  Board 

ChattCpUor  of  tki  Exchetftter. 
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of  GuardiaiiH  for  £21.  Gs.,  paid  by  the 
Board  to  Mr.  M'Govern,  Cavan,  for 
treatment  of  four  persons  bitt«n  by  a 
rabid  dog  in  the  Newry  Union  ;  (2)  is  he 
aware  that  in  Ulster  and  Connaught 
there  is  an  almost  universal  beli^  in  the 
efficacy  of  M'Govem's  cure  of  hydro- 
phobia, and  that  clergymen  and  magis- 
trates of  all  denominations  have  publicly 
proclaimed  their  belief  in  it ;  and  (3)  will 
he  instruct  the  Local  (iovernment  Board 
to  leave  Boards  of  Guardians  free  to 
exercise  their  own  discretion  in  cases  of 
this  kind  1 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  In  an- 
swer to  a  Question  put  to  me  yesterday  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Cavan,  I 
stated  fully  the  circumstances  under 
which  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  this 
matter.  I  have  no  information  aa  to 
the  statements  in  the  second  paragraph, 
and  as  regards  the  suggestion  at  the  end 
of  the  Question  I  must  again  point  out 
that  the  liocal  Government  Board  are 
advised  that  M'Govem's  house  is  not  a 
hospital  within  the  meaning  of  the  7th 
Section  of  the  25  &.  26  Vict.,  cap.  83, 
as  it  .is  not  an  institution  under  the 
professional  control  and  management  of 
duly  qualified  medical  practitioners  in 
which  the  treatment  is  openly  avowed 
and  subject  to  proper  investigation. 
The  Local  Government  Board  do  not 
interfere  with  the  discretion  of  Boards 
of  Guardians  as  regards  the  selection  of 
the  hospital  to  which  the  inmates  should 
be  sent  for  special  treatment  so  long  as 
the  terms  of  the  Statute  are  complied 
with. 


ABMT  CONTRACTS  (IRELAND). 
Mh.  PATRICK  M*HUGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  whether  he  is  aware  that 
tenders  for  Army  contracts  at  Athlone, 
Birr,  Boyle,  Carlow,  Castlebar,  Dublin, 
Galway,  Killbride  Camp,  Longford, 
Maryborough,  Mullingar,  Naas,  Navan, 
Sligo  and  Wicklow,  were  called  for  on 
18th  November  1896.  Is  he  aware  that 
advertisements  calling  for  tenders  were 
inserted  in  Dublin  papers  but  not  in  any 
local  papers ;  and,  will  he  instruct  the 
persons  responsible  for  the  issue  of  such 
advertisements  to  have  them  in  future 
inserted  in  local  papers  circulating  at  the 
stations  named  1 
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*The  financial  secretary 
to  the  war  office  (mr.  j. 

FowBLL  •  Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) : 
The  selection  o£  newspapers  in  which  to 
advertise  local  contracts  is  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  General  Officer  Com- 
manding the  district,  who  tn  the  case 
referred  to  thought  it  right  to  advertise 
in  Dublin  papers  only.  The  Secretary 
of  State  does  not  consider  it  desirable  to 
interfere  in  the  matter,  as  the  officer  on 
the  i^t  is  most  likely  to  be  able  to  judge 
accurately  of  the  necessities  of  each 
case. 


TRAINING  SHIP  (BELFAST  LOUGH). 

Mb.  SAMUEL  young  (Cavan,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty whether,  considering  the  large 
seafaring  population  living  on  the  coast 
of  Antrim  and  Down,  he  will  now  see 
that  a  training  ship  is  placed  in  Belfast 
Lough  1 

The  civil  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  AiraTEN  Chahbbrlain, 
Worcestershire,  £.)  :  As  at  present  ad- 
vised, the  Admirally  does  not  propose  to 
increase  the  number  dt  stationary 
training  ships. 


RAILWAY  MAPS. 

Mb.  W.  E.  M.  TOMLINSON  (Preston): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Freeident  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  has  received  any  answer 
to  the  communications  which  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  Railway  Companies 
Association,  prior  to  the  26th  July  last, 
with  reference  to  the  withdrawal  from 
circulation  by  the  Clearing  House  Com- 
mittee of  Airey's  sectional  railway  maps  ; 
and  whether  he  has  considered  the 
desirability  of  the  Board  of  Trade  or 
some  other  Government  Department 
undertaking  the  pr^Hiration  and  sale 
forpublic  use  of  maps  giving  the  distances 
in  an  authentic  form  along  the  lines  of 
railway  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
use  of  traders  1 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  regret  that  the 
correspondence  with  the  Railway  Com- 
panies Association  has  not  led  to  any 
satisfactory  result.  The  Association 
hdd  that  the  question  of  the  publication 
of  these  maps  is  one  for  the  consideration 
<^   the  Committee    of   the  IUu]way 


Clearing  House.  I  cannot  hold  out  any 
hopes  that  the  Government  will  under- 
take the  pr^Hiration  of  such  maps. 

KOYAL  CANAL  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  JAMES  TUITE  {Westmeath, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
persistent  neglect  of  the  Midland  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  of  Ireland 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  with  reference  to  the 
Royal  Canal,  he  will  sanction  the  ap- 
plication of  whatever  portion  of  the  fund 
reserved  under  Sections  33  to  35  of  58 
Geo.  III.  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  necessary  repairs  of 
the  canal  % 

Mb.  HANBUBY  :  AH  the  require- 
ments of  General  Hutchinson  and  Major 
Marindin  have'  (with  the  exception  of 
warehouse  accommodation)  either  been 
carried  out  or  are  in  hand  or  arranged 
for.  The  maintenance  reports  of  the 
engineers  of  the  Midland  Railway  on 
the  Royal  Canal  up  to  the  31st  ultimo 
mark  satisfactory  progress  towards  the 
fulfilment  of  the  Board  of  Trade  re- 
commendation. There  does  not  seem  at 
present  any  necessity  to  put  in  force  the 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Control. 

telegraph"  FACILITIES 
{LIMERICK  CITY). 

Mb.  F.  A.  O'KEEFFE,  (Limerick): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
if,  to  consult  the  convenience  of  the 
citizens  of  Limerick,  he  will,  in  accordance 
with  a  numerously  signed  memorial, 
direct  that  a  telegraph  station  be  opened 
at  the  Willian  Street  Post  Office  in 
Limerick  1 

Mr.  HAXBURY  :  No  recent  memo- 
rial for  the  opening  of  a  telegraph  office 
at  the  William  Street  Post  Office  in 
Ijimerick  has  been  received  by  the  Post- 
master General.  The  question  has,  how- 
ever, from  time  to  time  received  very 
careful  consideration,  and  the  circum- 
stances do  not  appear  to  have  changed 
since  the  answer  given  to  a  question  of 
the  hon.  Member  in  the  last  Parliament 
on  the  5th  September,  1H93,  when  he  was 
informed  that,  as  there  were  already  two 
telegraph  offices  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  William  Street  Post  Office,  the 
application  could  not  be  favourably  enter- 
tained. 
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ROYAL  ENtilKEERS  (CIVlLIAlf  CLEJiK). 

Mh.  J.  L.  CAREW  (Dublin,  College 
Green)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  War  whether,  having 
regartl  to  the  fact  that  the  Officer  com- 
manding the  Royal  Engineers  of  the 
North  Eastern  District  at  York,  referring 
on  6th  January  1896,  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  James  Ore  Marshall,  described  him 
as  a  gentleman  who  had  served  his 
country  for  upwards  of  40  years,  and  by 
faiszeal  and  experience  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties,  as  well  as  by  his  upright 
bearing  and  conduct,  contributed  very 
largely  to  the  credit  and  efficiency  of  the 
Royal  Engineer  Service,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  would  advise  Her  Majesty 
to  grant  an  allowance  to  his  widow  and 
children,  who  are  in  poor  circumstances  ? 

Mr.  BRODRTCK  :  Mr.  Marahall  was 
a  civilian  clerk  in  tiie  Royal  Engineer 
Department,  and  there  is  no  regulation 
under  which  an  allowance  can  be  granted 
to  a  widow  or  children  of  a  civilian. 


t'NDER  SHERIFFS  (TRELANI)). 

Mb.  RICHARD  M.  DANE  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  has  considered  the  case 
of  the  under  sheriffs'  in  Ireland  ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  during  the  present  Session 
to  deal  with  the  subject  % 

Mh.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  can- 
not give  a  promise  to  deal  with  the 
'subject  in  the  present  Session,  but  the 
matter  is  under  consideration. 


ROYAL  RAKRACKS  DUBLIN. 

Mr.  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
the  printed  evidence  of  the  Inquiry  held 
in  1893  regarding  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Royal  Barracks,  Dublin  ? 

Mb.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  On  the 
35th  February  1896  I  explained,  in  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member,  that  although 
the  whole  case  of  the  Royal  Barracks 
had  been  made  the  subject  of  careful 
investigation,  it  had  not  been  deemed 
necessary  to  bold  any  special  Inquiry. 
There  is  no  evidence  therefore  to  Jay 
before  the  House. 


fSLIGO  UNION. 
Mk.  BERNARD  COLLERY  (Sligo. 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secrettu^-  to 
the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1) 
whether  an  instalment  of  seed  loan 
amounting  to  X1,000  odd  becoming  due 
by  the  Sligo  Union,  and  payment  being 
unavoidably  delayed  for  about  three 
months,  a  sum  of  £53.  10s.  was  exacted 
by  the  Treasury,  and  paid  by  the  guard- 
ians after  remonstrance;  (2)  whether 
thi.s  sum  was  charged  as  interest  for  the 
overdue  time  ;  and,  if  so,  at  what  rate  ; 
(3)  and,  if  a  siinilar  rate  is  charged  on 
loans  of  this  kind  in  England  1 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  Yes.  The  answer  to 
the  2nd  paragraph  is  No.  The  sum  in 
question  represents  not  interest  but 
Receiver's  Fees  which  are  charged  in  all 
cases  where  instalments  are  not  paid 
within  one  month  of  the  date  when  due. 
The  charge  was  a  statutory  one,  imposed 
by  Section  6  of  the  Public  Works  Loans 
Act  1892.  Interest  on  these  loans  is 
payable  not  by  the  localities  but  out  of 
the  Irish  Church  Fund,  so  if  these  fees 
were  not  enforced,  there  would  be  little 
inducement  to  the  localities  to  repay  the 
loans.  I  am  not  aware  tliat  there  are 
any  loans  of  this  kind  in  England. 


NIGER  DELTA  (LIQUOR  TRAFFIC.} 
Mr.  MICHAEL   DAVITT  (Mayo, 
S.) :  I     beg    to  ask   the    Under  Sec- 
retary   of   State   for  Foreign  AfiTairs 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Foreign 
Office  has  been  called  to  the  need  <tf  some 
other  currency  than  that  of  gin  in  the 
Delta  of  the  Niger,  with  the  view  to  the 
ultimate  adoption  of  one  less  injurious 
to  the  natives  ;  whether  missionaries  and 
other-s  are  now  compelled  by  the  cha- 
racter of  this  intoxicating  currency  to 
promote,  however  unwillingly,  the  de- 
moralisation of  the  people  which  results 
from    this  medium  of  exchange ;  and 
whether  some  steps  will  be  taken  to 
abate  the  evils  resulting  from  this  state 
of  things  1 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Georre  Cubzon,  Lancashire, 
Southport) :  It  is  not  correct  to  speak  of 
gin  as  a  currency — still  less  as  the  sole 
cun-ency  on  the  Niger.  It  is  one  of 
several  articles  that  are  taken  in  barter 
by  the  natives.    So  far  from  there  beiog 
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any  compulsion,  or  any  willingness  to 
promote  the  demoralisation  of  the  people, 
the  tax  upon  gin  has  been  lately  doubled, 
and  now  stands  at  2s.  a  gallon  in  the 
Niger  Coast  Protectorate,  whilst  it  is 
heavily  taxed  in  the  portions  of  the 
Delta  administered  by  the  Niger  Com- 
pany, and  is  altogether  prohibited  in 
their  inland  territories.  The  danger  of 
prohibitive  taxation  is,  that  the  trade  is 
then  taken  up  by  neighbouring  coun- 
tries, among  whom  France  and  Germany 
do  not  appear  to  share  our  view  as  to 
the  desirability  of  increased  duties,  and 
that  smuggling  is  fostered  on  a  large 
scale. 

STATUTORY   TERII  APPLICATIONS 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  DANE  :  I  beg  to  aek  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  what  is 
the  number  of  applications  now  pending 
in  t^e  Court  of  t^e  Land  Commission 
and  County  Courts  in  Ireland,  respec- 
tively :  to  fix  first  statutory  terms ;  to 
fix  second  statutory  terms ;  under  Re- 
demption of  Rent  Acts ;  and  also  the 
number  of  appeals  pending  in  each  of  the 
foregoing  class  of  cases  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  am 
informed  by  the  Land  Commission  that 
the  preparation  of  a  return  containing 
the  desired  information  would  occupy 
a  very  considerable  time,  and  it  is  sug- 
gested that  a  reference  may  usefully  be 
made  to  the  return  of  proceedings  up  to 
the  end  of  November  last,  which  has 
been  presented  to  Parliament.  The 
similar  return  to  December  will  be  pre- 
sented in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

OIL   LAMP  ACCIDEXXy. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  bis  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  numerous  fatal  accidents 
occasioned  by  the  incautious  use  of  cheap 
oil  lamps  and,  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  taking  steps  to 
secure  some  system  of  inspection  and 
registration  of  oil  lamps  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  1 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  Lancashire, 
Blackpool) :  I  am  fully  alive  to  the 
importM»»  oi  tJie  question  which  is 


raised  by  the  hon.  Member,  and  be  will 
remember  that  it  was  one  of  the  subjects 
which  the  Select  Committee  of  last 
Session  on  petroleum  waa  considering. 
That  Committee  will,  I  hope,  be  re- 
appointed shortly  and  conclude  their 
labours  at  an  early  date. 

DUBLIN   POET   AND   DOCKS  BILL. 

Mb.  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutemmt  of  Ire- 
land (1)  whether  any  decision  has  been 
arrived  at  by  the  Government  in  respect 
to  the  Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Bill ; 
and  (2)  whether  he  has  seen  reports 
of  the  meetings  held  r^arding  its  pro- 
posals by  the  merchants  of  Dublin  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  No 
decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at  by  the 
Government  in  respect  of  the  Dublin 
Fort  and  Docks  Board  Bill.  The  Govern- 
ment are  in  communication  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  "subject.  I  have 
seen  newspaper  reports  of  the  meetings 
referred  to  in  the  second  paragraph  of 
the  Question. 

MILL  ACCIDENT  (BATLEY). 
*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  an  accident  at  Phoinix 
Mills,  Batley,  on  Friday  last,  the  inquest 
relating  to  which  was  held  at  11  a.m. 
on  Saturday,  the  Factory  Inspector  for 
the  district  not  being  present,  and  the 
Coroner  stating  that  he  was  unable  to 
get  into  communication  with  him;  whether 
it  is  provided  by  the  law  that  the  in- 
spector should  have  24  hoxirs'  notice ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  Coroner  was 
justified  in  the  course  he  took ;  and 
whether  the  Home  Office  will  instruct 
the  inspectors  in  the  heavy  woollen 
district  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this 
accident,  and  into  the  need  for  the 
employment  {according  to  the  practice  of 
many  firms)  of  "  hangers,"  where  long 
belts  are  used  % 

Sir  MArrHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
Yes,  my  attention,  has  been  called  to 
this  case.  The  action  of  the  Coroner 
appears  to  have  been  irregular ;  he 
should  either  have  given  the  inspector 
24  hours'  notice,  and  a  telegram  to  the 
factory  office  of  the  district  would  have 
reached  the  inspector  in  charge  at  once, 
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or,  in  default  of  such  notice,  have 
adjourned  the  inquest.  I  am  making 
further  inqairiee  into  the  particulars  of 
the  acoident,  and  the  means  of  preven- 
tion that  may  be  required. 

COLLISIONS  AT  SEA  (NEW 
REGULATIONS). 

Me.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Begis) :  I  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  the  new- 
regulations  for  preventing  collisions  at 
sea,  ordered  by  Order  in  Council  to 
come  into  operation  on  Ist  July  next, 
have  been  submitted  to  and  agreed  to  by 
all  the  Powers  represented  at  the 
Washington  Conference  of  1889 ;  and,  if 
not,  which  Powers  have  foiled  or  refused 
to  agree  to  them  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Merchant  Service  Guild,  a 
representative  body  of  merchant  captains 
and  officers  in  active  service,  have  made 
a  public  protest  tigainst  the  enforcement 
of  these  new  regulations  as  being  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  disasters ;  whether  he 
has  received  any  communications  to  this 
or  to  similar  effect,  either  from  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Guild,  or  from  other 
bodies  or  persons  connected  with  sea- 
faring ;  and  vhether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  notice  of  or  any  action  with  refer- 
ence to  the  representations  made  against 
the  new  rules  as  being  calculated  to  add 
to  the  dangers  of  the  seas  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  regulations 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  Friend  have  been 
submitted  to  all  the  Powers  represented 
at  the  Washington  Conference  of  1889. 
All  have  agreed  to  them  except  one 
Power,  from  which  no  r^ly  has  yet 
been  received,  viz.,  Venezn^a.  I  am 
quite  aware  of  the  attitude  of  the 
Merchant  Service  Guild  on  this  question, 
and  I  have  received  communications  from 
that  and  uome  other  bodies  to  the  effect 
stated  in  the  Question,  but  having  regard 
to  the  exhaustive  manner  in  which  this 
question  has  been  discussed  and  con- 
sidered, I  am  not  prepared  to  depart  in 
any  way  from  the  position  taken  up  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  with  the 
.concurrence  of  the  other  Powers. 


CRETE. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afi&irs 

Sir  Mathew  White  Ridley. 


when  the  papers  promised  respecting  the 
affairs  of  Crete  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members  1 

Mr.  CURZON:  The  Blue-book  in 
question  is  a  very  bulky  one,  and  delay 
has  arisen  from  the  necessities  of  trans- 
lation and  of  reference  to  so  many  quar- 
ters prior  to  publication.  I  hope  its 
appearance  will  not  now  be  much  longer 
delayed. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  STAFF. 

Sib  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbj-, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  the  rule 
which  prevents  candidates  for  the  Army 
Medical  Staff  who  have  twice  failed  in 
the  competitive  examination  ^ain  pre- 
senting themselves  for  examination  has 
been  or  is  to  be  set  aside ;  and,  if  so,  how 
many  trials  a  candidate  is  to  be  allowed  ! 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  In  future,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  medical  autho- 
rities, three  trials  will  be  allowed. 

EDINBURGH  TTNIVERSITT  LIBRARY 
BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  J.  G.  WEIR  (Bobs  and  Cro- 
marty) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary    to   the    Treasury  whether 

arrangemenf-s  will  be  made  in  the  Esti- 
mates to  provide  for  the  cleaning  and 
restoration  of  the  Edinburgh  University 
Library  buildings,  which  have  not  been 
cleaned  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  and 
which  are  admitted  by  the  University 
Court  to  be  in  a  condition  urgently  re- 
quiring the  expenditure  of  money  f 

Me.  HANBURT:  No,  Sir.  Under 
the  Act  52  &.  53  Yiut.,cap.  55,  the  Scottish 
Universities  receive  an  annual  grant  of 
'  X42,000  in  full  discharge  of  all  claims 
on  public  funds.  The  hon.  Member 
should,  therefore,  address  himself  to  the 
University  authorities,  with  whom  the 
expenditure  of  Edinburgh's  share  rests. 


LEE-METFORD  RIFLE 
;R0YAL  MARINES). 

Mb.  WEIB  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he  will  state 
whether  the  Lee-Mel^rd  rifle  has  been 
issued  to  the  Royal  Marines ;  if  so,  will 
he  state  whether  the  issue  has  been  con- 
fined to  Mark  II. ;  and,  if  Mark  I.*  has 
been  issued,  will  he  say  to  what  extent  1 
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Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The  answer  to  the  first  two  questions  is 
in  the  affirmative.  There  are  a  few  of 
the  Mark  I.  ami  Mark  I.*  rifles  at 
Eastney  and  the  depdt,  which  are  solely 
for  drill  purposes. 


HOLYUOOD  PALACE. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
ConimisBioner  of  Works  whether  he  is 
now  ill  a  position  to  state  that  the  fee 
charged  for  admission  to  Holyrood  Palace 
will  be  abolished ;  aiid  if  so,  when  ? 

Tna  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  rUr.  Akbrs-Douolas,  Kent,  St. 
Ai^Btiue  s) :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Memb^'s  Question,  I  have  to  inform  him 
that  this  subject  is  at  present  under  con- 
sideration ;  but  I  have  every  hope  to  be 
in  a  position  to  make  a  definite  state- 
ment when  the  Estimates  are  under  dis- 
cusmon. 


RAILWAY  RATES  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  TUITE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Midland  Grmt  Western 
Railway  Company  of  Ireland  have  re- 
cently reduced  their  rates  on  coal,  bran, 
oil  cake,  flour,  oats,  seeds,  and  manure  in 
bags,  to  Mullingar  to  a  competition  rate 
with  the  rate  on  the  B,oyaI  Canal,  which 
runs  alongside  their  system  to  that  town, 
to  the  detriment  of  the  bye  traders  on  the 
canal ;  and  whether,  as  the  Canal  i^  the 
property  of  the  Railway  Company,  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  take  steps  to  put  in 
force  Section  38  of  the  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,  which  makes  it 
illegal  for  railway  companies  to  chu^ 
competition  rates  in  such  cases  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  If  an  application 
is  made  by  any  person  interested  in  the 
traffic  of  the  Canal,  the  Board  of  Trade 
well  be  happy  to  consider  it  under  Sub- 
section 3  of  the  Section  referred  to  in  the 
Qaestion,  with  a  view  to  putting  the 
trader  in  a  position  to  carry  his  com- 
plaint to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Com- 
missioners. 


PROTECTION  OF  ANCIENT 

MONUMENTS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  O'KEEFFE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  if,  referring  to  the  Report  of 


the  Irish  Board  of  Works  dated  1895-6, 
he  will  state  what  progresa  has  been 
mode  to  place  Clare  Abbey,  Ennis, 
county  Clare,  and  Canon  Island,  River 
Shannon,  under  the  proTidons  of  the 
Ancient  Monuments  Protection  (Ireland) 
Acts,  1882  to  1892? 

Mr.  HANBUBY  :  Clare  Abbey  was 
vested  in  the  Board  of  Works  in  Decem- 
ber 1896,  and  works  of  preservation  are 
under  consideration.  Canon  Island  has 
not  been  yet  vested  in  the  Btmrd,  but 
n^otiationa  with  the  owner  are  pro- 
ceeding. 

AOIUCULTURAL  EXFENDITUBE 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  C.  J.  ENGLEDOW  (Kildare, 
N.) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  would  grant  a  Return,  giving,  with 
details,  the  total  amount  expended  in 
Ireland  on  the  various  heads  which  in 
England  are  dealt  with  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  1 

Mr.  «ERALD  BALFOUR :  It 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  gire  with 
accuracy  in  the  form  of  a  Return  the 
total  amount  expended  in  Ireland  on 
agricultural  work,  inasmuch  as  the  func- 
tions which  in  England  are  discharged 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  are  in  Ire- 
land distributed  over  a  number  of  De- 
partments, and  the  administrative  and 
other  expenses  properly  chargeable  in 
each  case  under  the  head  of  "  agricul- 
ture "  could  not  be  stated.  If,  however, 
the  hon.  Member  will  be  content  with 
an  approximate  statement  of  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money  on  objects  con- 
nected with  agriculture  by  the  various 
Departments  concerned  in  Ireland,  the 
following  figures  may  be  sufficient  for  his 
purpose,  namely  : — By  the  Agricultural 
Department  of  the  Land  Commission, 
.£1,000,  exclusive  of  the  salaries  of  the 
clerical  staff' ;  by  the  Veterinary  Depart- 
ment of  the  Privy  Council,  a  sum  of 
£15,000,  representing  a  grant  in  aid  of 
the  cattle  pleuro-pneumonia  accounte,  iu 
addition  to  £12,164,  the  salaries  and 
expenses  of  Uie  Department;  the 
R^trar-Oeneral's  Office,  £2,083;  by 
the  agricultural  establishments  of  the 
Board  of  National  Education,  £11,288  ; 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
£14,31 2,  exclusive  of  the  general 
administrative  expenses  of  the  Board 
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amounting  tu  ^5,944  \  by  the  Pablic 
Works  Office,  ^£8,150 ;  total  expenditure 
X69,941.  The  figures  quoted  are  in 
respect  of  the  current  financial  year, 
except  in  the  case  of  the  expenditure  of 
£14,312  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  whidi  is  for  the  year  ended  Slat 
Matvh  1895. 


TURKISH  LOANS. 
Mk.  PHILIP  STANHOPE  (Burn- 
ley) ;  I  beg  to  Mk  the  First  Lord  uf  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  statements  recently 
current  with  respect  to  the  financial 
schemes  of  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Buik 
for  raising  a  new  Turkish  Loan,  uid  the 
reported  proposal  of  a  guarantee  in  con- 
nection therewith  by  t^e  European 
Powers;  and,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  will  give  an  assurance  that 
it  will  not  undertake  any  further 
financial  guarantee  or  liability  whatever 
for  the  Government  of  the  Sultan  of 
Turkey  1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  matter  has  not  yet  come  be- 
fore Her  Majesty's  Government  in  an 
official  shape.  If  it  should  do  so  it  most 
be  considered  by  them  in  concert  with 
the  Governments  of  the  other  Great 
Powers.  They  cannot,  therefore,  at 
present  express  any  opinion  or  give  any 
assurance  with  regard  to  the  matter. 


FINANCIAL  RELATIONS 
(GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND). 

SiK  THOMAS  ESMONDE,  (Kerry, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if  he  can  arrange  to  take  the 
Debate  on  the  Financial  Belatioiu  be- 
tween England  and  Ireland  in  the  second 
week  in  March. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  Government  are,  and  have 
been,  very  anxious  to  give  facilities  for 
an  early  discussion  of  this  important 
question.  They  fully  recognise  that  the 
Irish  Members  have  a  special  claim  in 
the  matter,  and  a  right  to  be  considered 
in  fixing  the  date  for  the  Debate.  The 
Government  are  prepared,  without  pledg- 
ing themselves  to  any  particular  day,  to 
meet  their  views  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  exigencies  of  Government 
business.  (**  Hear,  hear ! ") 

Mr,  Qeroid  Balfour. 
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SirG.  BADEN-POWELL  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  asked  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  could  now  state 
what  steps  were  being  taken  to  enable 
the  Colonies  and  dependencies  of  onr 
Empire  to  take  official  part  in  the  cele- 
bration of  the  completion  of  the  60tfa 
year  of  Her  Majesty's  rdgn. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBEBLlAIN  :  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  is  founded  on  a  statement  in 
the  Daily  Mail  this  morning,  which  is 
not  quite  accurate,  and  I  think  a  little 
premature,  since   I   have   learned  by 
experience  it  is  desirable  to  postpone 
announcement  of  invitations  until  I  can 
at  the  same  time  say  that  they  have  been 
finally  answered.    ["  Hear,  hear  \  "  and 
lcmgiuer.'\    But  as  it  has  come  from  the 
Colonies  I  may  now  state  that  with  tJie 
approval  of  Her  Majesty  I  have,  on  be- 
half of   Her   Majesty's  Governmwt, 
invited  the  Premiers  of  all  self-governing 
Colonies  to  come  to  this  country  to  take 
part  in  the  celebration  of  the  completion 
of  the  60th  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 
["  Hear,  hear  ! "]    I  have  also  informed 
them  that  if  they  accept  this  invitation, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  desire  that 
they  shall  be  treated  as  guests  of  this 
country.    [CAmta]    It  is  also  proposed 
that  detachments  r^resenting  the  mili- 
tary forces  of  the  several  Colonies  dial! 
come  to  this  country,  and  a  similar  en- 
deavour  will   be  made  to  secure  re- 
presentations of   military  forces  from 
Crown  Colonies.  ["  Hear,  hear  !"]  I  may 
say  that  up  to  the  present  time  replies 
in  general  terms  have  been  received  only 
from  Canada,  the  Cape  and  IT^atal.  In 
every  case  the  replies  are  extremely 
gratifying  in  ton^  testifying  to  the 
loyalty  of  the  Colonies  and  their  desire  to 
take  part  in  this  celebration.  [CAwrjr.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfot-b,  Manchester, 
E.)  moved:  — 

"  That  Standins  Order  11  be  suroended  and 
the  prorisions  of  Standing  Order  .56  oe  extended 
to  the  sitting  of  the  House  this  day. " 

In  moving  this  Resolution  he  hardly 
thought  t&it  any  explanation  was  re- 
quired.  The  House  was  aware  that  on 
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the  previous  day  it  Lad  been  proposed 
to  take  certain  Government  business,  it 
being  a  day  allotted  by  the  Kules  of  the 
Hottse  for  the  purpose.   But,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  undoubted  right,  hon. 
Gmtlemen  opposite  initiated  a  Debate 
which  lasted  to  within  an  hour  of  mid- 
night, the  ordinary  time  for  suspension 
of  business.    Practically,  therefore,  the 
whole  of  the  Government  time  was  token 
up  with  a  matter  which  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  ordinary  progress  of  Govern- 
ment business.    The  Government,  there- 
fore, thought  themselves  justified  in 
asking  the  House  to  afford  thtan  this 
privilege  with  regard  to  the  business  for 
the  day,  and  the  proposal  would  not 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  private  Mem- 
bers, inasmuch  as — ^Friday  being  allo- 
cated as  a  rule  to  Motions  on  the  order 
for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair — he 
believed  there  were  no  Motions  down  in 
the  name  of  any  private  Member.  Under 
the  circumstances  he  hoped  the  House 
would  agree,  without  prolonged  Debate, 
to  the  Motion  he  now  made. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

BRITISH  SOUTH  AFRICA  CUMMITTEE. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [28th  Januuy], 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  origin  and  drcumstances  of 
the  incursion  into  the  Sonth  African  Bqtublic 
by  an  armed  force,  and  into  the  adminiRtration 
of  the  British  South  Africa  Company,  and  to 
report  thereon,  and  further  to  report  what 
alterations  ore  desirable  in  the  government  of 
the  territories  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

"That  the  Committee  have  leave  to  hear 
Counsel  to  such  an  extent  as  they  shall  see  fit, 
and  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records."— (Jfr.  Secretary  Chamherlain.) 

Question  again  proposed :  — ^Debate 
resumed. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  1,  after 
the  word  "That,"  to  leave  out  to  the 
end  of  the  Qqeition,  in  order  to  add  the 
words 

"  in  view  of  the  peaceful  settlement  of  affairs 
in  the  Chartered  Compuiy's  territories,  the 
puniahinent  of  all  penoni  connected  witlt  tbe 


raid  mto  the  Tranifvaal.  and  the  inexpediency, 
in  the  interests  of  all  South  Africa,  of  re- 
opening questions  which  have  now  been  dis- 
posed of,  this  House  thinks  it  uunecesssnr  to 
reappohit  the  Select  Conunittee  of  1896."— 
(Mr.  Maclean.) 

The  SECKETAKY  op  STATE  for  thb 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chambbelain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.)  who  on  rising  was  received 
with    cheers,  said :    I  rise  at  once, 
for  I  undOTstand  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  J.  Lubbock)  that  he  has 
concluded  the  speech  he  was  making 
when  the  House  rose  lost  night.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  and  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendmwt  have  made  an  appeal  to  the 
Govemmeut  to  tamt  this  Resolution 
which  they  have  proposed  bb  an  open 
question — to  leave  it  to  the  House  to 
decide  wh^her  or  no  this  further  inquiry 
shall  be  made.    Weil,  Sir,  I  may  say 
at  once  that  is  an  unusual  request — I 
will  not  say  an  unprecedented  request ; 
but  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are 
not  such  as  enable  me  to  comply  with  it. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "]    1  am  glad  to  know 
from  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leadorof  the  Opposition,  as  well 
as  from  the  speeches  of  the  mov&e  and 
seconder  of  the  Amradment,  that  the 
objects  on  all  sides  of  the  House  are  the 
same  in  ref^^ce  to  this  matter,  and 
-  that  it  is  the  desire  of  all  sections  of  the 
House  to  do  eveiything  in  their  power 
to  allay  tho  feeling  of  race  animosity  in 
South  Africa,  and  to  promote  those  good 
relations  between  the  Dutch  and  English 
ihsTQ  without  which  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country  are  absolutely 
impossible;     Now,  that  is  my  polity, 
that  has  been  my  polity,  tuid  that  will 
be  my  policy  oouaistenUy  so  long  as  I 
have  the  honour  to  hold  my  present 
office.  ["  Hetu*,  hear  1 "]  I  have  patiently 
pursued  it,  not  without  being,  subject 
from  time  to  time  to  some  misimder- 
standing.    If  my  conduct  has  not  always 
appeared  to  be  absolutely  consistent  to 
some  of  my  hon.  Friends,  it  has  not 
been  because  my  lines  of  policy  have 
changed,  it  has  only  been  because,  from 
the  nature  of  the  circumstances,  I  have 
not  always  been  able  to  pursue  that 
policy   exactly   by  the  same  means. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]    But  my  policy,  and 
the  policy  anyone  in  my  position  must 
put  forward,  has  for  its  primary  object 
to  remove  causes  of  disagreement  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  English  inhabitants 
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of  South  Africa.  The  mover  of  the  i 
Amendment  said  he  was  actuated  by  the 
same  desire;  but  I  must  honestly  say 
that  I  do  not  think  he  was  fortunate  in 
the  maun^  in  which  he  proceeded  to 
accomplish  his  desire.  I  have  no  doubt 
it  was  mtirely  unintentional,  but  he  did 
contrive  to  put  his  finger  on  every  sore 
spot  in  connection  with  this  controversy, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  speeches  of  this 
kind  will  do  more  to  promote  than  to 
allay  the  irritation  we  all  deplore.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  no  doubt  is  a  harbinger 
of  peace,  but  at  the  same  time  I  do  think 
that  upon  reflection  he  himself  will  be 
convinced  that  the  precise  way  he  took 
to  seciu-e  peace  was  not  exactly  the 
most  discreet.  ["  Hew !  "]  I  make  no 
complaint  whatevCT  of  the  speech  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  who  seconded  the 
Amraidment,  who  spoke  with  great 
moderation  and  evident  sincerity  on  the 
subject.  I  will  go  further  and  say  that 
I  sympathise  not  only  with  his  motive 
in  bringing  forward  the  Amendment,  but 
I  agree  with  many  of  the  arguments  he 
used.  The  House  is  perfectly  weJl  aware 
that  the  position  of  affairs  in  South 
Africa  is  still  unsatisfactory.  In  deal- 
ing with  matters  at  this  juncture  I  am 
myself  in  a  difficult  position,  and  I  am 
sure  the  House  will  show  me  every  con- 
sideration. ["Hear,  hearl"]  I  am  not 
altogether  disinterested.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  moved  the  Amendment  referred 
to  rumours  current  during  the  last  few 
months  with  regard  to  my  action  and 
policy  previous  to  the  raid.  I  cannot 
ignore  these  rumours,  and  if  there  be  any 
person  in  or  out  of  the  House  who  be- 
lieves that  I  knew  of  the  intended  raid 
or  was  cognisant  of  that  raid  beforehand, 
or  that  I  did  not  take  every  step  in  my 
power  to  prevent  the  raid  and  to 
turn  it  back  after  it  commenced — 
if  there  be  any  such  person,  then 
I  have  above  all  persons  in  the  House 
the  most  reason  to  desire  inquiry. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  But  I  endeavour  to 
put  aside  all  personal  conuderations, 
and  must  then  say  to  the  House  in  my 
position  as  Colonial  Secretary  that  un- 
doubtedly the  situation  in  South  Africa 
at  the  present  time  gives  cause  for  con- 
siderable anxiety.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
Disquieting  reports  reach  me  every  day, 
and  I  do  not  know  how  to  distinguish 
in  every  case  between  baseless  rumours 
and  actual  truth  with  solid  foundation, 
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I  but  undoubtedly  th^  has  been  within 
the  last  few  months  a  reorudescence  of 
that  unrestfttln^  which  it  must  be  the 
desire  of  all  of  us,  if  possiU^  to  allay. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  The  situation  has  not 
been  improved  by  recent  legislation  of 
the  Transvaal  Government,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  provisions  in  some  of 
that  legislation  are  contrary  to  the  Con- 
vention of  London,  and  if  that  l^islatitm 
is  enforced,  undoubtedly  a  situation  will 
be  created  which  will  require  all  our 
prudence,  fUl  our  impartiality,  and  all 
our  patience.  [*'Hear,  hear!*']  Then, 
again,  there  is  the  question  of  reforms 
which  have  beeu  asked  for  on  behalf 
of  the  Uitlander  popiilation.  The  Pre- 
sident has  again  and  again  promised  to 
give  full  and  favourable  consideration 
to  requests,  to  suggestions  which 
may  be  made,  to  friendly  represen- 
tations, I  should  say,  made  by  Her 
Majesty's  Govmiment  in  regard  to 
the  population  in  the  TiiinsvaaL 
These  friendly  representations  from  Her 
Majesty's  GoT«*nm«it  have  not  beeu 
wanting.  These  respectful  requests  from 
the  majority  of  the  Uitlander  population, 
who  pay  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  taxa- 
tion— [fleers] — and  who  have  no  substan- 
tial representation  whatsoever — ["  hear, 
hear  "] — have  also  not  been  wanting. 
But  up  to  the  present  time  the  response 
of  President  Kruger  and  of  the  Transvaal 
Government  has,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
been  inadequate.  Reforms  have  been 
proposed  and  carried  m  the  last  session 
of  the  Raad,  as  to  which  I  have  asked 
Mr.  Conyngham  Greene,  our  very  able 
Agent  at  Pretoria,  to  furnish  me  with 
a  full  report  as  soon  as  he  himsdf  is  in 
a  position  to  do  so.  But  in  the  mean- 
time, there  is  no  doubt  that  they  go  only 
a  little  way  to  satisfy  what  1  believe 
every  impartial  man  in  any  civilised  and 
constitutional  State  would  admit  to  be 
the  l^itimato  requests  on  behalf  of  the 
majority  of  the  population.  [Cheert.]  I 
do  not  recall,  I  do  not  withdraw,  any- 
thing I  have  ever  said  with  regard  to 
this  matter.  The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  this  Resolution  referred  to  the 
Dispatch  which  I  addressed  to  President 
Kruger  immediately  after  the  raid,  and 
he  said  that  since  then  I  liave  been  ovct- 
bome  by  the  timid  counsels  of  Sir 
Hercules  Robinson.  Of  course  I  take  full 
responsibility  for  eveiything  diat  is 
being  done  or  said  l^  Lord  Roamead — 
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[Opposition  cheers] — so  long  as  he  re- 
mains the  GoTeraor  of  the  C^pe  tmd  the 
H^h  Commissioner  of  Her  Majesty  ia 
South  Africa.  I  do  not  attempt  for  a 
moment  to  get  rid  of  that  responsibility, 
but  I  say  for  him  and  for  myself  that  we 
have  no  reason  to  withdraw  the  state- 
ment which  I  made  to  President  Kruger 
that  there  woxild  be  no  security  for  peace 
and  for  the  good  relations  between  the 
races  in  the  Transvaal  until  some  con- 
sideration had  been  shown  and  some  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  redress  th^ 
grievances.  [Cheers.]  Let  me  not  be 
understood  in  8a3ring  this  to  oast  blune 
upon  President  Eruger.  President 
Kruger  has  his  own  diihculties  to  con- 
tend with.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  He  is  a 
Gonstitutionid  ruler ;  he  has  his  people  to 
deal  with,  and  it  is  quite  possible  he  has 
objections  to  overcome  which  up  to  the 
present  time  he  may  have  failed  to  over- 
come. We  can  only  wish  that  his  hands 
may  be  strengthened  to  carry  out  the 
poUcy  to  which  he  has  again  and  again 
committed  himself  and  as  to  his  sincerity 
in  regud  to  wluch  I,  at  all  events,  have 
no  occasion  and  no  right  to  comment. 
While,  however,  I  believe  that  President 
Kruger  and  the  great  majority  even  of 
the  Dutch  in  the  Transvaal  desire  to  fol- 
low out  the  policy  indicated  by  the 
President  in  that  speech  which  he  made, 
I  think,  shortly  after  the  munificent  sub- 
scription whidi  was  raised  in  the  Rand 
for  the  sufferers  by  the  dynamite  ex- 
plosion, wad  in  which  he  said  his  policy 
was  "  to  heal  sores,  to  forget  and  to  for- 
jrive  " — I  do  not  doubt  that  that  is  the 
policy  of  the  majority  in  the  Transvaal 
• — it  is  only  too  enrideat  that  there  are 
extreme  sections  on  both  sides— ["  hear, 
hear "] — who  apparently  have  an  in- 
terest, or  at  all  events  are  willing,  to 
maintain  the  state  of  unrest.  ["Hear, 
hear."]  These  are  the  circumstances 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  bring  before  the 
House.  It  is  in  face  of  these  circum- 
stances upon  which  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  London  University 
has  laid  stress,  that  we  ask  you  to  pro- 
ceed with  this  Inquiry.  It  is  an  Inquiry 
in  two  ln*anches.  It  is  in  the  first  place 
to  inquire  into  the  origin  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  nud.  It  is  in  the 
second  place  to  inquire  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Chartered  Company.  As 
to  the  second  portion  of  the  Inquiry,  I 
do  not  imagine  that  there  will  be  any 
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difference  of  opinion.  [Opposition 
cheers.]  Undoubtedly  a  new  work,  a 
gigantic  work,  is  being  carried  on  under 
very  difficult  and  novel  circumstances  by 
this  great  oiganisation.  ["  Hear,  hear !"] 
We  have  had  some  experience,  we  have 
had  some  knowledge ;  it  is  natural  we 
should  wish  for  more.  We  have  come 
undoubtedly  to  a  critical  point,  it  may 
be  to  the  turning  point,  and  it  is  desir- 
able that  this  House  should  be  in  full 
posseesion  of  all  the  facts  with  regard  to 
the  way  in  which  Uiis  company  has,  up 
to  the  present  time  dischwged  its 
liabilities— -[OpjMm<um  cheers] — ^in  order 
that  ve  may  see  whether  we  shall  be 
justified  in  continuing  its  authority. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  I  am  bound  to  say,  and 
I  say  it  in  order  that  there  may  be  no 
misappreh^sion,  that,  so  far  as  my  own 
official  knowledge  goes,  and  having  re- 
gard to  the  magnitude  and  the  difficcUties 
of  the  task,  I  brieve  the  Chartwed  Com- 
pany will  be  able  to  make  out  a  very 
good  case  for  itself,  and  that  the  de- 
veloprnfflit  of  this  country,  which  could 
not  be  undertaken  by  the  Imperial 
Government  without,  at  all  events,  in- 
volving continuous  and  very  large  de- 
mands upon  the  taxpayers  of  this 
country — that  that  duty  has  been  ful- 
filled by  the  Chartered  Company  with 
great  energy  and  with  great  public  spirit. 
[Clieerg.]  But  there  is  no  reason  what- 
ever, I  imagine,  why  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany should  fear  the  Inquiry  or  why  this 
House  should  not  desire  it.  As  r^ards 
the  other  branch  of  the  Inquuy,  no 
doubt'  it  is  a  portion  of  the  ex- 
amination into  the  affair  which  re- 
quires great  care  and  distantion.  The 
raid  is  indissolubly  connected  with 
the  discontent  in  Johannesburg. 
The  discontent  in  Johannesburg  is 
founded  upon  the  grievances  of  the 
Uitlanders.  No  inquiry  into  the  origin 
of  the  raid  would  therefore  be  complete 
— it  would  be  a  sham — imless  it  went 
carefully  into  this  question  of  grievances 
— [<rA«ra] — and  unless  it  determined  how 
far  those  grievances  f^orded  a  justifica- 
tion for  that  discontent  and  agitation  in 
Johannesburg  which,  as  I  have  said, 
made  the  raid  possible.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
Of  course,  I  say  i^ain  that  an  inquiry  of 
that  kind  is  a  delicate  and  a  difficult  in- 
quiry, and  I  think  that  it  will  require 
great  care  upon  our  part  and  upon  the 
p^  of  the  Committee  so  to  conduct  it 
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a»  not  to  roopen  oI<I  sores.  I  thiuk  my 
right  hoii.  Fiiend  xvill  admit  that  at  all 
events  I  appreciate  the  difficulties  in  the 
way,  the  pitfalls  in  the  path,  to  which  ho 
himself  has  so  well  called  attention.  But 
in  spite  of  that  I  think  it  necessary,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  to  press  for 
the  appointment  of  this  Committee.  It 
is  quite  true  that  no  promise  was  gi-ven 
either  to  President  Kmger  or,  so  far  as 
I  know,  to  any  outsider  in  this  matter. 
The  promise  was  made  to  the  House  of 
Commons — ["  hear,  hew  I  "1 — and  when 
a  promise  is  mode  to  the  ^use  of  Com- 
mons it  does  not  mean  to  one  side,  but 
to  both  sides  of  the  House  and  to  the 
general  opinion  of  the  House  as  a  whole, 
and  the  Government  could  not  without 
failing  in  honour  retire  from  a  promise 
80  given  unless  it  were  relieved  by  the 
general  wish  of  the  House.  {"  Hear, 
hear!"]  I  have  pointed  out  that  the 
Committee  will  have  before  them  a  task  of 
great  difficulty,  but  I  have  confidence  in 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  believe  it  will  be  equal  to  this  difficult 
task.  ["  Hear,  hear!  It  will  know  that 
it  has  to  shield  great 'national  interests, 
and  it  will  know  how  to  subordinate 
personal  prejudices  to  those  h^her  and 
patriotic  considerations.  Although  the 
House  will  be  placing  a  great  responsi- 
bility upon  its  shoulders,  I  believe  that 
it  will  show  itaelf  quite  able  to  deal 
with  it  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
country,  and  that  this  Inquiry  may  there- 
fore result  in  securing  that  object  which 
we  all  have  at  heart — that  is,  allftying, 
and  not  increaaing,  the  animosity  which 
may  at  the  preset  time  prevail.  [Cheers.] 
Before  I  sit  down  there  is  only  one  point 
on  which  I  wish  to  say  a  word ;  that  is 
with  regard  to  the  composition  of  the 
Committee.  The  Government  have  been 
anxious  that  this  Committee  should  not 
be  a  large  one.  We  think  that  its  delibera- 
tions would  be  shortened  and  probably 
improved  by  its  being  confined  to  a 
limited  number  of  members.  But  a 
difficulty  has  arisen  with  r^ard  to  the 
representaifon  of  the  Irish  parties  on  the 
Committee.  Of  coiu^e  we  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  that  in  any  way ;  we  have 
merely  fulfilled  our  formal  Ministerial 
obligation  in  accepting  the  list,  which  is 
the  true  proportion  according  to  numbers, 
and  which  has  been  handed  to  us  in  the 
usual  course  as  the  representation  of  the 
other  side.    But  it  appears  that  there 
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are  certain  sections  of  the  Irish  Party 
who  consider  themselves  overlooked  in 
the  matter,  and  all  I  have  to  say  is  that 
I  am  BO  desirous  that  evoyone  should, 
if  possible,  be  satisfied,  that  if  it  will 
conduce  to  that  object  the  Government 
will  be  ready,  though  they  do  not  recom- 
mend it  exactly,  to  accept  the  proposal 
to  increase  the  Committee  to  17  in  order 
that  the  Irish  may  have  another  repre- 
sentative. [Cheers.] 
*Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouth, W.) :  I  certainly  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  criticising  or  differinf* 
from  what  I  will  call  the  prudent  and 
moderate  speech  made  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  London 
last  night  attributed  to  me  a  part  in  this 
transaction  which  I  should  have  no  wish 
to  disclaim  if  I  had  any  right  to  it.  He 
really  attributed  to  me  the  principal  part 
in  the  moving  tor  the  appointment  of 
this  Committee.  [Some  Ministerial 
cheers.]  There  is,  fortunately  for  me, 
a  much  higher  authority  than  I  am  in 
this  matter.  Who  is  the  first  person 
who  announced  to  the  world  that  there 
was  to  be  a  searching  inquiry  into  this 
matter?  The  only  point  in  which  I 
differ  from  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  his  statement  tlmt  the 
promise  was  made  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. No,  it  was  not  made  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  was  an  announce- 
ment made  by  the  Sovereign  of  this 
country  to  the  worid  at  ]sige.  In  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  in  the  year 
which  is  just  past  the  Queen,  referring 
to  this  transaction  of  the  raid,  said  :  — 

"  A  sudden  hicuraion  into  the  South  African 
Republic  by  an  armed  force  from  the  terri- 
tories under  the  control  of  the  British  Sooth 
Africa  Company  resulted  in  a  deplorable  col- 
lision with  the  tmrglier  forces.  Mj  Hinisten 
at  the  earliest  poBsible  moment  intervened  to 
prohibit,  through  the  High  Commissioner,  this 
hostile  action,  and  to  warn  all  my  subjects 
throughout  South  Africa  against  taking  part 
in  aid  thereof.  The  origin  and  drcumstancea 
of  them  proceedings  will  form  the  subject  of 
a  searching  inquiry." 

There  is  the  promise  that  was  made,  that 
there  should  be  an  Inquiry  into  this  mat- 
ter. The  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  has 
asked  to  whom  this  promise  was  given. 
In  the  first  place,  I  say  it  was  given  by 
the  Sovereign,  and  not  given  U>  the 
House  of  Commons  alone.  It  was  given, 
not  indeed  in  the  definite  terms  of  a 
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latter  or  Dispatch,  but,  iu  my  opinion* 
and  I  think  in  the  opinion  of  the  Honse, 

it  was  given  to  the  Government  'which, 
had  suffered  from  this  transaction. 
[Cheers.]  What  is  the  situation  there 
describe }  That  an  attack  upon  a 
friendly  Government  had  been  made  by 
forces  apparently,  on  the  face  of  it,  under 
the  control  of  a  body  representing  the 
British  Sovereign.  In  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  it  was  announced  that  an 
attack  had  been  made  upon  a  friendly 
C^Temmoit  hy  such,  a  force,  and  that  a 
full  KoA  searcMng  inquiry  into  the  origin 
of  that  attack  should  be  made.  What  is 
the  language  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  properly  described  this  trans- 
action 1  He  addressed  the  Chartered 
Company  in  these  words :  — 

"  Mr.  Chamberlain  desires  you  to  note  that 
ibe  Sonth  African  Republic  is  a  foreign  State 
Tith  which  Her  Majesty  is  at  peace  and  in 
Treaisy  relatioiu;  and  in  this  connection  I 
derire  to  xemind  ■  7011  that  tin  obligations 
imposed  by  the  22nd  Article  of  the  Chiuter  of 
the  British  South  Africa  Company  to  perform 
and  undertake  all  Treaty  obligationa  of  Her 
Majesty  towards  ai^  other  State." 

No  one  can  doubt  a  violation  of  those 
obligations  has  taken  place.  In  a  fuller 
Dispatch,  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man bus  very  propM'ly  referred,  he  gives 
this  account  of  the  relations  of  the 
British  Government  to  the  Government 
of  the  Transvaal.    He  says: — 

"  Since  the  Convention  of  1884,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  recognised  the  South  JUrican 
Republic  as  a  free  and  independent  Qovemment 
as  regards  all  it«  internal  affairs  not  touched 
by  that  Convention." 

I  would  not  say  a  single  word  which 
should  weaken  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  with  reference  to  his 
friendly  representations  in  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  Uitlanders  at  Johannes- 
bui^.  On  the  contraiy,  I  should  feel 
that  in  anything  1  could  say  it  would  be 
my  duty  to  reinforce  the  representations 
which  are  being  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  But  that 
is  not  the  question  here.  What  we  have 
to  do,  if  we  are  going  to  give  force  to 
these  friendly  representations,  is,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  place  beyond  all  doubt 
our  own  good  faith.  [Cheers.]  That  is 
the  first  and  materia!  point.  That  is  the 
ground  of  the  promise  of  this  full  and 
searching  Inquiry  which  was  made  the 


Queen  to  this  Govenunent,  with  whom 
she  was  iu  friendly  relations  and  at  peaoe 
when  this  outrage  was  committed.  In 
this  Amendment  we  are  called  upon  to 
pass,  there  are  some  assertions  which,  1 
confess,  appear  to  me  to  be  not  well 
founded.  The  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff 
says :  — "  In  view  of  the  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  affairs  in  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany's territories"  there  should  be  no 
further  action.  He  seems  to  think  that 
because  the  rebellion  has  heea  put  down 
the  Inquiry  should  not  take  place.  But 
at  the  time  the  promise  of  this  Inquiry 
was  made  there  was  no  disturbance  what- 
ever in  these  territories.  ["  Hear,  hear !"] 
Then  the  hon.  Member  goes  on  to  say 
that  it  will  reopen  questions  which  have 
now  been  disposed  of.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
But  what  questions  have  now  been  dis- 
poed  of,  and  how  have  they  been  dis- 
posed ofl  Certainly  the  trial  of  Dr. 
Jameson  and  his  companions  did  not  dis- 
pose of  the  questions.  It  disposed  only 
of  the  question  of  the  relations  of  those 
individuals  to  these  transactions ;  it  did 
not  dispose  of  the  question  put  forward 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  first 
Dispatch — namely,  how  far  other  persona 
and  how  far  the  Chartered  Company 
were  in  any  way  responsible  either  for 
the  earlier  or  the  later  part  of  the  trans- 
actions. Therefore,  the  Jameson  trial 
has  not  disposed  of  the  principal  part  of 
this  Inquiry  1  Then  it  is  said  hy  the  hon. 
Mranber  for  Cardiff  that  the  Liquiry  at 
the  Cape  had  disposed  of  the  matter. 
The  Inquiry  at  the  Cape  did  not  dispose 
of  any  question  relating  to  the  Chartered 
Company  at  all.  It  did  not  profess  to 
do  so ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  absolutely 
and  carefully  excluded  it.  The  Inquiry 
at  the  Cape  professed  to  be  and  was 
merely  an  Inquiry  into  how  far  the 
colonial  authorities  at  the  Cape  were  in 
any  d^ree  mixed  up  with  or  responsible 
for  this  matter,  and  the  finding  of  that 
Committee  confined  itself  expUcitly  to 
persons  in  that  relation.  ["Hear, hear!"] 
But  that  is  not  the  question  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
we  were  to  inquire  into.  We  were  to 
inquire  into  the  relations  of  the  Empire 
in  these  transactions,  and  in  regard  to 
its  relations  to  the  other  States  who 
might  be  affected  by  it.  It  is,  therefore, 
an  entire  error  to  suppose  that  either  of 
these  Inquiries  has  dealt  with,  or  even 
touched,  the  main  questions  that  were 
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to  be  inquired  into.  I  confess  myself  I 
regret  the  limgua^^  which  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cardiff  used  with  reference  to 
President  Kruger.  I  do  not  think  it  was 
just  language ;  I  am  quite  sure  it  was 
not  wise  language.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  I 
believe,  as  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  be- 
lieves, that  the  object  of  President 
Kruger  is  to  establish  and  to  keej)  peace 
between  his  owa  people  and  the  subjects 
of  the  Queen.  ["  Hear,  hear  1  "]  I  be- 
lieve that  his  object  is  not  to  exasperate 
but  to  heal,  the  differences  which  exist 
between  the  two  peoples.  Are  we  likelj 
to  strengthen  his  bands,  to  conciliate  his 
disposition  to  remove  the  evils  which  are 
complained  of,  by  such  language  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  used  in  regard 
to  him  I  ["Hear,  hearl"]  But,  Sir,  it 
is  not  only  with  reference  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Transvaal  _  that  I  think  we 
are  bound  to  set  ourselves  clearly  in  the 
right.  As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
said,  and,  I  think,  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  have  a  right  to  claim,  that  from  the 
beginning  of  these  transactions  we  have 
done  nothing  to  interfere  with  or  make 
more  difficult  the  very  difficult  task  with 
which  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  is 
charged.  \C1ieerg.'\  We  have  done 
nothing  that  should  weaken  his  bands  in 
the  task  which  he  had  to-night  avowed 
as  his  principal  object — of  reconciling 
the  British  and  Dutch  races  in  South 
Africa.  [(7Afers.]  I  have  always  con- 
sidered that  is  the  main  object  of  the 
policy  which  ought  to  be  pursued  by  any 
Government,  of  whatever  Party,  or  on 
whatever  side  of  the  House  it  sits.  Then 
this  Inquiry  is  addi'essod  also  to  the 
Dutch  population  of  tha  whole  of  South 
Africa;  not  only  in  the  independent 
Governments  of  the  Transvaal  and  of  the 
Orange  Free  State,  but  the  Dutch  popu- 
lation, whether  they  be  in  a  minority  or 
majority,  in  every  part  of  South  Africa. 
["  Hear,  hear  ! "]  Therefore,  what 
this  Committee  has  to  do  is  to  do  its 
best  to  ascertain  what  the  real  facts  of 
the  case  are,  and  to  give  an  assurance  to 
the  Government  in  South  Africa  and  to 
the  people  in  South  Africa  that  the 
British  GoTemment  and  the  British 
House  of  Commons  desire  nothing  except 
to  do  justice  and  to  deal  fairly  as  be- 
tween them.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  But  I 
understand  that  the  promise  of  this  In- 
quiry has  a  still  wiJer  extension.  It  is 
intended  to  give  an  assurance  to  the 
Sir  William  ffareourt. 


world  that  this  country  has  the  desire 
and  has  the  resolution  to  deal  fairly  with 
other  nations.  [Cheers.]  I  have  heanl 
languf^*e  of  this  kind  sometimes :  "  After 
all,  what  does  it  signify  what  is  done,  or 
by  whom  it  is  done,  so  long  as  England 
can  derive  profit  and  advantage  from  it  ? " 
Sir,  that  is  language  which  is  used  by 
enemies,  and  not  by  friends,  of  this 
country.  [Cheers.]  I  was  very  glad  to 
read  some  words  by  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  the  other  day — I  think  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  for  they  followed 
very  soon  after  some  observations  he  had 
made  upon  the  extension  of  the  Empire 
and  of  Chartered  Companies — e.g.,  I 
refer  to  a  speech  made  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Ezchequw  in  Bristol,  which  he 
concluded  in  these  words: — 

"  They  would  feet  that  tliere  was  one  thing 
more  important  than  money,  more  important 
tlian  men,  more  important  than  Rbipa,  when 
they  dealt  with  tlie  afEain  of  aoch  an  Empire 
as  ours.  It  was  honour  and  good  faith,  that 
the  word  of  an  Englislunan  should  be  main- 
tained, and  tiiat,  when  we  made  a  Treaty,  we 
Bhould  keep  it  [Ckeerg.]  It  waa  that  our 
neighbours  should  know,  wherever  they  were — 
in  }!<iirDpe,  or  Africa,  or  America,  or  Asia — tliat 
the  word  of  an  English  Government  was  the 
bond  of  England.  [Cheers.l  They  might 
depend  upon  it  that,  however  great  our  power 
and  our  means,  our  Kmpire  waa  mamtained 
more  surely  than  by  anything  elu  by  honour 
and  good  faith." 

[Cheers.]  That  was  language  worthy  of 
an  English  Minister;  and  when  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  London  Boya  that  I  pressed 
upon  the  Grovemment  to  keep  their 
pledge  as  to  this  Inquiry,  I  tell  him  I 
never  thought  of  dishonoiuing  an  Eng- 
lish Government  by  supposing  it  was  pos- 
sible that,  under  any  oircumstancee,  they 
could  think  of  retiring  from  it.  [Cheers.] 
It  is  utterly  untrue  that  I  have  ever  put 
any  pressure  on  the  Government,  or 
thought  of  doing  so.  My  only  object 
baa  been  to  facilitate,  as  far  as 
possiMe,  the  method  by  which  that 
Inquiry  m^ht  be  most  completely  and 
satisfactorily  carried  out.  [Cheert.]  So 
far  with  reference  to  the  first  point  of 
the  Inquiry — mean  the  origin  of  this 
raid  and  its  consequences.  Of  course  one 
of  the  subjects  of  the  Inquiry  must  be 
how  far  that,  raid  and  its  conse- 
quences have  contrilHtted  to  the  re- 
cent   disturbances    in  Matabdeland 
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and   Mashonaland.     Then    there  is 
another  branch  of  the  inquiry  which  is 
still  more  important — ^that  is,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  action  of  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany, how  far  it  has  fulfilled  the  duties 
for  which  it  was  constituted,  and  how 
far  it  is  to  be  trusted  in  the  future. 
Those  are  inquiries  which  the  House  of 
Commons  has  always  made  in  connec- 
tion with  oi^anisations  of  this  kind, 
which  have  bmn  subsidiary  to  the  central 
Government.     Of  course  the  great  ex- 
lunple  of  inquiries  of  this  kind  is  that  of 
the  East  India  Company,  which  was  the 
subject  of  periodical  inquiry  and  revision 
hy  the  House  of  Commons.    There  were 
great  Indian  Committees  from  time  to 
time  to  consider  how  far  the  East  India 
Company  was  competent,  and  how  far  it 
had  fulfilled  the  great  duties  which  had 
devolved  upon  it.    No  man  can  doubt 
'  that  the  circumstances  of  the  time  de- 
:  inai\d  an  inquiry  of  that  kind  with  refers 
ence  to  the  Chartered  Company.  That 
is  a  subject  which  ought  to  be  gone  into. 
Here  is  a  territory  containing  a  handful 
of  English  and  some  millions  of  natives. 
It  is,  I  do  not  know  how  many  times 
larger  than  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  company  is  now  in  a  condition,  if  I 
may  use  the  phrase,  of  disorganisation 
and  revolution,  becaiise  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  thot^ht  it  necessary, 
wisely  I  believe,  to  suspend  the  whole  of 
its  military  and  police  authority.  That, 
of  course,  is  only  a  temporary  situation, 
and  it  is  for  the  House   of  Commons 
Committee  to  inquire  into  what  shall  be 
the  future  organisation  of  the  Company. 
These   are    grave   matters  demanding 
that  they  should  be  dealt  with  with 
prudence,  but  also  with  firmness  and 
courage,   and   with  a  desire    not  to 
do  mischief  but  good ;  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  any  Committee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Commons  will  address  it- 
self to  those  duties  with  a  sense  of  grave 
responsibility.   There  is  one  thing  which 
•  I  have  omitted  to  say.    I  regretted  more 
than  anything  yesterday  the  sentence  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  at- 
tacked Lord  Rosmead.    ['*  Hear,  hear  1  "] 
I  must  deprecate  the   habit   of  going 
behind    the    responsible  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  to  attack  servants   of  the 
Crown  who  are  acting  under  the  authority 
and  direction  of  their  chiefs.    I  regret 
deeply  that  a  man  who  in  all  liiat 
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dangerous  and  difficult  situation  which 
arose  in  the  Transvaal  and  at  the  Cape 
^st  12  months  ago  r^dered  the  most 
eminent  services  to  the  cause  of  peace 
and  the  reconciliation  of  the  two  races 
should  have  been  attacked  by  the  hon. 
Member.  He  said  that  he  hoped  that 
the  policy  of  Lord  Rosmead  might  be 
reversed,  and  I  think  that  was  a  most 
unfortunate  observation.  It  is  not  in 
that  way  that  the  affairs  of  your  country 
will  be  well  conducted  or  the  interests  of 
the  British  Crown  well  served.  If  'the 
responsible  agents  of  the  Crown  are  to 
"be  attacked  in  this  way  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  I  am  quite  sure  they  will 
always  be  defended  by  the  responsible 
Minister,  as  Lord  Kosmead  has  been 
defended  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to- 
night. ["  Hear,  hear!  "]  I  am  extremely 
anxious  not  to  introduce  any  contro- 
versial matters  into  this  Debate,  and  I 
hope  I  have  said  nothing  tending  to 
cause  sentiments  of  exasperation.  I  have 
only  desired  to  express  my  deep  sense  <»f 
the  responsibility  which  is  hnposed  upon 
the  Committee  which  the  Government 
intend  to  appoint,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  in  whatever  part  of  the  House  the 
members  of  that  Committee  may  sit  they 
will  have  but  one  object — ^namely,  to 
strengthen  our  Empire  by  bringing  about 
the  union  of  all  the  races  within  its 
boundaries.  [Cheer*.'] 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  (Shef- 
field, Ecclesall)  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Member  had  uttered  his  usual 
panegyric  on  the  policy  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  had  made  statements  in 
the  course  of  his  speech  which  it  would 
be  exceedingly  difficult  to  substantiate. 
The  House,  he  thought,  would  have 
noticed  from  the  speeches  of  both  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
that  there  was  a  very  considerable  feel-, 
ing  even  in  their  minds  against  the  in- 
stitution of  this  Inquiry.  The  House  was 
apparently  pledged  to  this  Inquiry  of 
statements  made  in  the  past,  statements 
made  rather  prematurely  and  too  much 
under  the  direct  inspiration  of  the 
Leaders  of  the  Opposition.  Of  course, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  two  men 
chiefly  responsible  for  this  Inquiry  were 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  and 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth, who  usually  followed  the  lead  of 
the  hon.    Member.    He  admitted  that  it 
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was  exceedingly  difficult  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  avoid  proceeding  with  the  In- 
quiry, but  he  was  at  the  same  time  con- 
vinced that  it  could  only  result  in  evil, 
and  he  believed  that  that  was  the  real 
opinion  of  five-sirths  of  the  Members  of 
the  House.  What  good  woxJd  the  In- 
quiry do  1  It  would  drag  on  to  a  weary 
and  very  possibly  exasperating  length. 
If  it  had  any  results  it  would  end  either 
in  the  acquittal  of  the  persons  who  were 
likely  to  be  accused,  or  in  a  recommenda- 
tion for  their  prosecution.  Such  a  prose- 
cution could  not  well  be  brought  to  a 
close  in  less  than  18  months  from  the 
present  time,  and  for  a  year  or  more 
the  bitterness  of  race  antagonism,  which 
it  was  so  desirable  to  allay,  would  be 
kept  alive  in  South  Africa.  The 
Colonial  Secretary's  speech  was  a  practi- 
cal confession  of  the  failure  of  the  policy 
of  the  last  twelve  months.  The  tone  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  afternoon 
was  very  different  from  his  tone  in 
August  last,  when  he  delivered  a  speech 
full  of  roseate  promises,  and  led  the 
House  to  believe  that  all  was  going 
smoothly  between  the  two  Governmen^s 
and  the  two  races  in  South  Africa.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  declared  on  August 
I'i  that  everything  was  going  on  in  the 
most  promising  way,  and  that  the  Boers 
were  passing  valuable  measures  of  reform. 
But  what  were  those  measures?  The 
first  was  a  sham  Education  Bill.  Then 
there  was  the  promise  of  a  Municipality 
for  Johannesbuig,  which  had  never  been 
fulfilled,  and  the  law  relatii^  to  the  sale 
of  Uquor  to  natives,  which  had  not  been 
carried  out.  But  what  had  the  Boers 
done  on  the  other  side  of  the  account! 
No  sooner  was  the  British  Parliament 
prorogued  than  the  Volksraad  at  once 
passed  laws  of  the  most  repressive 
character.  The  Colonial  Secretary  never 
tired  of  telling  them  that  President 
Eruger  showed  a  most  conciliatory  spirit 
and  a  desire  to  promote  good  wilL  Could 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  be  ignorant  of 
the  fact  that  President  Kruger  held  the 
Volksraad  in  the  hollow  of  Ids  hand,  and 
that  he  was  responsible  for  the  legislar 
tion  of  the  Transvaal!  What  was  the 
character  of  the  recent  legislation  there  1 
First  there  was  the  Aliens  Expulsion 
Law,  under  which  the  Boer  Executive 
was  entitled  to  expel  from  the  Transvaal 
any  non-Boer  citizens  without  trial.  The 
whole  of  the  80,000  Uitlanders  were  thus 
Sir  E.  ABkmead-BarOeU. 
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placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  six  peraons 
who  constituted  iJie  Boer  Executive. 
Then  there  was  the  law  for  gagging  the 
Press,  which  gave  the  Executive  special 
power  to  fine,  imprison,  and  exile. 
Thirdly,,  an  Aliens  Immigration  Law  had 
been  passed,  under  which  the  Executive 
was  able  to  prevent  the  entry  into  the 
Transvaal  of  any  aliens  whatever.  [Mr. 
T.  M.  Hbalt  :  "  They  got  that  idea  from 
Lord  Salisbury's  Bill  I  "]  In  their  nego- 
tiations with  the  Transvaal  on  these 
subjects  it  would  be  well  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  exhibit  a  little  less  patisaoe 
and  a  little  more  courago.  How  could 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  tell  the 
House  that  President  Kruger  was  the 
friend  of  moderation,  conciliation,  and 
peace,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
these  monstrous  and  oppressive  laws, 
BO  contrary  to  the  tenour  and  spirit 
of  the  Convention  of  1884,  had 
been  passed  and  put  into  exeoutioQl 
Those  laws  had  heea  put  in  f oroei,  and 
already  the  most  independent  and  pro- 
British  newspaper  in  die  Transvaal  had 
been  violently  suppressed  by  President 
Kruger,  thereby  depriving  the  Uit- 
landers of  the  only  means  of  making 
their  grievances  known  to  this  country, 
and  inflicting  great  financial  injury  on 
the  proprietor.  Those  facts  changed  the 
situation  alt(^ether.  The  acts  of  Presi- 
dent Kruger  were  not  conciliatory  ;  they 
were  most  hostile.  The  Transvaal  was 
steadily  increuing  its  armaments,  and 
foreign  mercenaries  were  being  imported 
in  large  numbws.  [Ironieal  t^eer*.] 
The  situation  in  this  country  had  also 
changed.  Those  responsible  for  the  raid 
had  been  tried  and  punished,  and  this 
was  another  reason  why  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  pursue  this  Inquiry  further.  The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  said  that  the 
object  of  the  Inquiry  was  to  redeem  the 
good  faith,  the  pledges,  and  the  honour 
of  this  country.  Those  sentiments  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  reminded  him 
of  the  "unctuous  rectitude"  they  had 
heard  of  on  another  occasion.  No  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  had  done  more  to  Inreak 
the  pledges  and  depreciate  the  honour  of 
•this  country  than  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man.  [Ironical  cheers.]  Almost  every 
plei^  given  to  British  colonies  in  the 
past  by  Governments  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  a  prominent 
Member  had  been  deliberately  brolEen,  to 
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the  great  injury  of  the  colotjists.  The 
principal  object  of  the  Inquiry  had  never 
been  concealed.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Northnmptun  had  committed  himself  in 
the  strongest  way  'to  an  ex  parte  view  of 
the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Inquiry, 
and  his  wish  was  to  dnif?  down  if  possible 
the  eminent  man  who  had  done  so  much 
for  British  dominion  and  commerce  in 
South  Africa.  If  the  Inquiry  was  to  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Boer  Government,  who 
hated  Mr.  Rhodes  with  a  bitterness  that 
could  scarcely  be  expressed,  it  must  re- 
sult in  injury  to  the  position  and  in- 
fluence of  that  great  man.  In  view  of 
the  practical  confession  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  the  poliqy  of  conciliation, 
tried  with  so  much  patience  and  persis- 
tence and  at  the  expense  of  very  con- 
siderable humiliation,  had  been  proved 
to  have  completely  and  absolutely  failed, 
he  thought  it  most  unfortunate  that  the 
Committee  should  be  constituted. 

Dr.  CLAKK  (Caithness)  said  that 
during  the  12  years  he  had  been  in  the 
House  he  had  not  spoken  with  a  greater 
feeling  of  responsibility  than  he  did  now. 
When  the  speech  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
taiy  was  read  by  President  Kruger  and 
the  Boer  GoTemment  he  thou^t  that  it 
would  hardly  t^d  towards  peace,  or  to 
that  union  of  the  States  and  colonies  of 
South  Africa  which  was  so  much  desired. 
The  policy  of  the  ri}»bt  hon.  Gentleman, 
as  declared  that  day,  would,  he  feared, 
prevent  certain  reforms  which  were  neces- 
sary in  the  Transvaal  from  being  carried 
out  so  quickly  as  might  otherwise  have 
been  the  case.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
bad  again  repeated  certain  statements 
which  he  ought  to  know  the  Transvaal 
Govmunent  repudiated.  The  right  hon. 
Gentlraaan  said  that  certain  Uitlanders 
paid  nineteen-twentieths'  of  the  taxation. 
The  Transvaal  Government  asserted  that 
this  was  utterly  untrue — that  it  was  a 
fiction.  The  Boer  Government  denied 
that  there  were  legitimate  grievances 
among  the  Uitlanders.  [Irofitcal 
eheers.]  The  two  charges  that  hud 
caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  South 
Africa  and  had  rankled  in  the  minds  of 
certain  Africander  statesmen  had  been 
made,  one  in  the  House  and  one  outside. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  at  a  South  African 
banquet  accused  the  gentlemen  who 
formed  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic  with  being  corrupt. 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  re- 
peated that  charge  in  the  House;  but 
he  had  now  made  the  charge  that  the 
condition  of  things  in  Johannesburg  and 
the  grievances  there  were  such  that  un- 
less the  Boer  Government  brought  about 
a  radical  change  there  would  probably  be 
a  recrudescence  of  troubles.  Those  two 
charges  might  be  true  or  not,  but  he 
asked  the  House  to  contrast  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  what  occurred  a  few  years  ago.  The 
Jameson  raid  was  not  the  first  raid.  The 
first  raid  was  the  Shepatone  raid.  For 
four  years  the  British  Government  con- 
trolled the  Transvaal — from  1877  to 
1881.  Did  the  Government  during  those 
four  years  give  a  vote  to  the  Uitlanders  1 
Did  they  carry  out  the  pledge  made  by 
the  predecessor  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  representative  Government 
would  be  granted  1  No ;  during  those 
four  years  the  Transvaal  was  ruled  by 
the  British  Government  as  despotically 
as  Turkey  or  Russia  was  now  ruled. 
With  regard  to  President  Eruger  he  be- 
lieved him  to  be  as  honeat  a  man  as  there 
was  living.  Could  they  say  so  of  the 
British  Government  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary  (Sir  Theophilus  Sh^stone)  who 
formerly  administered  the  Transvaal? 
If  anyone  wanted  to  ascertain  the  facts 
he  had  only. to  inspect  the  letters  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bodmin,  where  it  ap- 
peared the  Colonial  Secretaiy  swindled 
and  cheated  us,  where  his  presents,  his 
mistresses,  even  his  fishing-rod  were  all 
put  down  as  forage,  and  the  British 
Government  had  to  pay  for  it,  and 
stopped  Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone's 
pension  for  the  purpose  of  makii^  up 
for  the  money  stolen  by  himself  or  his 
family.  Well,  it  was  too  strong  to  say 
"  by  himself, '  for  he  should  not  think 
the  old  man  knew  the  work  he  was  doing 
by  his  sons.  With  that  fact  before  them, 
however,  it  was  not  advisable  to  bring  a 
charge  of  corruption  against  the  men 
who  formed  the  present  Government  of 
the  Transvaal.  Speaking  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  Boers  he  said  they  had  done 
all  that  men  possibly  could  do  to  aid  the 
Outlanders.  He  must  be  frank,  how- 
ever ;  he  did  not  think  the  powers  given 
to  the  Second  Chamber  were  adequate 
and  that  reform  in  this  direction  was 
necessary.  But  the  Outlanders  appeared 
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to  think  they  ought  to  he  allowed  to  hold 
the  country  in  four  years  for  nothing. 
"Why,  it  was  not  yet  ten  years  since  he 
went  down  from  Pretoria  to  lay  the 
foundation  stone  of  the  first  house  in 
Johannesburg.  What  had  caused  all  this 
estrangement  I  It  was  the  policy  adopted 
by  Lord  Derl^.  He  agreed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  that 
the  Aliem  Bill  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Convention  of 
1884,  and  if  he,  by  force  or  otherwise, 
compelled  the  Transvaal  Government  to 
see  that  that  Convention,  as  regards  the 
rights  given  by  the  Sands  River  Con- 
vention, the  Pretoria  Convention  aJid  the 
Loudon  Convention  were  carried  out,  he 
would  be  pwfectly  justified  in  doing  so. 
Apart  from  reform  of  the  Second 
Chamber,  the  only  other  grievance  was 
that  t^e  Transvaal  Government  carried 
on  a  system  not  of  free  trade,  but  of 
protection,  and  gave  monopolist  con- 
cessions for  the  purpose  of  developing 
industry.  But  was  not  that  the  case 
with  other  Republics,  the  French  and 
the  American,  with  the  German  Empire 
and  other  civilised  countries.  If  there 
were  any  special  taxation  put  upon  aliens 
different  from  citizens  there  would  be 
reason  to  complain,  but  the  alien  bad  al- 
most the  same  ri^ts  and  privileges,  so 
far  as  taxation  was  concerned,  as  the 
native,  uid  no  special  burden  was  placed 
upon  him.  All  the  gold  was  op^  to 
everyone,  native  or  alien.  There  was  no 
royalty  at  all  in  the  country,  though 
there  ought  to  have-been.  With  regard 
to  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes  he  had  a  high  respect 
for  him  on  account  of  his  great  ability, 
high  chEracter,and  charming  personality ; 
and  he  regretted  to  see  him  placed  as  he 
was.  In  his  reply  earlier  in  the  day  the 
Colonial  Secretary  seemed  to  say  that 
one  of  the  questions  that  must  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  was  whether 
the  condition  of  things  before  the  raid 
was  sufficient  to  justify  a  rising.  He  could 
only:  say  that  if  the  Committee  accepted 
evidence  on  that  point  the  Boen  would 
tell  them  it  amounted  to  a  breach  of  the 
1384  Convention  and  affected  their  right 
of  self-government,  and  would  refuse  to 
give  evidence ;  and  if  we  persevered 
Heaven  knows  what  terrible  results 
would  follow.  He  regretted  that  he  had 
been  compelled  to  state  so  strongly  the 
view  held  by  the  Transvaal  people  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter ;  but  it  was  better 

J)r.  Clark. 


that  that  yiew  should  be  stated  as  it  was 

held  in  the  Transvaal. 

SiK  HENRY  HOWORTH  (Salford,  S.) 
said  that  the  question  which  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  had  been  asking  themadves, 
independently  of  Party  conBid^ations, 
in  regard  to  this  Committee  was,  Cui 
bono?  If  the  f^ent  of  this  country  did 
a  wrong  there  must  be  a  complete  and 
drastic  inquiry  into  the  whole  transac- 
tion. And  if  this  country  entered  into 
obligations  to  bring  certain  people  to 
trial,  the  promise  must  be  carried  out. 
But  the  obligations  of  this  country  had 
been  carried  out  to  the  letter.  There 
had  been  trials  both  here  and  in  South 
Africa,  and  every  possiUe  issue  had  al- 
ready been  raised  in  r^rd  to  some  of 
the  subjects  of  this  proposed  inquiry. 
The  Committee  would  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  the  territory  of  the 
Chartered  Company,  into  the  eircum- 
stances  of  the  raid,  and  into  the  internal 
administration  of  the  Transvaal.  As  to 
the  first  of  those  subjects,  he  could  see 
very  little  harm  in  the  inquiries  of  the 
Committee ;  though  he  could  not  e^ree 
with  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
comparing  the  position  of  affairs  with  the 
position  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. The  East  India  Company  was 
a  separate  and  substantive  governing 
authority  outside  the  authority  of  the 
Colonial  Ofiice.  The  Chartered  Company 
had  been  subject  immediately  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary last  year  altered  the  whole  con- 
stitution of  its  military  arrangements. 
But  in  regard  to  the  other  two  subjects 
of  inquiry  he  saw  every  promise  of 
difficulty  and  danger.  A  great  English 
proconsul  was  to  be  put  on  his  triaL 
He  did  not  know  Mr.  Rhodes,  and  he 
had  never  seen  him ;  but  he  could  iM>t 
help  feeling  that,  a  hundred  years  hence, 
the  men  who  had  added  to  the  Empire 
a  territory  seven-fold  as  great  as  the 
United  Kii^om,  would  stand  in  the 
rank  of  men  like  Clive  and  Hastings, 
^nd  if  a  man  like  that  were  to  bo 
brought  to  trial,  for  a  great  offence 
against  the  State,  he  ought  to  be  tried 
by  a  proper  and  judicial  tribunaL  A 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  Members  of  which  were  selected  be- 
cause they  were  partisans,  and  everyone 
of  whom  had  more  or  less  made  np  his 
mind  as  to  the  issuer  was  not  the  proper 
tribunal  for  such  a  case.  The  trial  might 
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have  beeu  transferred  to  the  grandest 
Court  of  Justice  in  the  world — ^Westmin- 
ster Hall — where  Bacon  and  Strafford 
were  tried.  As  it  was,  the  verdict  of  the 
Committee,  whatever  it  might  be,  was 
discounted  beforehand  both  here  and  at 
the  Cape.  If  the  Commitee  found  that 
no  blame  at  all  attached  to  this  great 
proconsul,  he  would  go  back  with  such 
power  and  prestige  that  he  would  be  a 
dangerous  citizen  of  the  Empire,  because 
he  would  be  sore  and  angry  that  he  had 
been  brought  hero  not  to  be  impeached 
for  high  crimes,  but  to  be  brought  before 
a  mere  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. And  was  such  a  Committee  to  be 
intrusted  with  the  very  delicate  ques- 
tions of  alterations  and  reforms  in  the 
internal  Government  of  the  Transvaal? 
He  would  rather  leave  such  questions  in 
the  bauds  which  hitherto,  under  des- 
perate difficulty  and  strain,  had  con- 
ducted affairs  with  admirable  skill  and 
prescience.  From  the  day  when  the 
Colonial  Secretary  jumped  in  front  of 
the  Geaman  Emperor  with  that  famous 
dispatch,  he  had  conducted  the  affairs  of 
South  Africa  with  singular  prudence  and 
skill.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  either, 
that  ours  was  not  an  Empire  of  English- 
men only  ;  and  that  in  these  matters  we 
had  to  deal  with  a  large  population  which 
did  not  speak  our  language,  and  which 
possessed  different  traditions.  In  Hol- 
land he  had  seen  many  newspapers  with 
correspondence  from  the  Cape,  showing 
that  angry  feeling  had  been  roused  in 
Cape  Colony ;  and  he  could  not  help 
feeling  that  unless  we  were  careful  in 
handling  these  questions,  we  should  have 
a  fire  ablaze  in  South  Africa  which  could 
not  be  put  out  without  a  desperate  strain 
on  our  resources.  It  was  impossible  to 
duiy  the  poution  taken  up  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Crentleman — ^that  if  this  matter  were 
to  be  settled  with  the  concurrence  of  this 
country,  the  Outlanders  must  be  con- 
ceded the  rights  and  privileges  hitherto 
denieJ  to  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  fought  hard  for  that  position  ; 
and  it  was  impossible  to  face  with 
equanimity  the  question  being  left  to  a 
tribunal  so  inappropriate  as  a  Committee 
of  the  House.  Th»  was  not  the  time  for 
blustering  words.  Recriminations  ought 
to  be  avoided,  in  order  that  those  sub- 
jects of  the  Crown,  who  had  always  been 
very  loyal,  but  who  were  very  sore  just 


now,  should  not  feel  that  this  Mother  of 
Parliaments  was,  where  Englishmen  and 

Dutchmen  were  at  issue,  treating  the 
latter  with  any  want  of  justice. 

Mr.  LEONARD  COURTNEY  (Corn- 
wall, Bodmin)  said  he  had  had  hopes  of 
not  taking  part  in  this  discussion,  be- 
cause he  was  satisfied  that,  whatev>^r 
might  result  from  the  labours  of  the 
Committee,  very  Uttle  good  would  result 
from  any  more  speeches  which  might 
be  delivered.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  After 
the  speech  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  the 
House  might  wisely  have  allowed  the  dis- 
cussion to  lapse.  [C/jeers.]  The  hon. 
Member  for  Salford  had  spoken  anxiously 
as  to  the  effect  of  appointing  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  one  comfort  was  that,  at 
any  rate,  the  Committee  would  not  make 
speeches.  [CAcers.]  They  would  ask 
questions  and  elucidate  facts,  and  possibly 
they  would  come  to  conclusions  which 
would  command  respect.  But  they  would 
not  make  speeches.  [CAcers.]  There 
would  not  be  that  danger  of  exasperating 
opinion  in  South  Africa  which,  he  feared, 
would  result  from  a  continuance  of  this 
discussion.  The  hon.  Member  for  Caith- 
ness had  used  language  which  he  could 
not  accept  as  accurate,  when  speaking  of 
corruption  in  the  administration  of  the 
Transvaal,  when  the  country  was  tmder 
the  British  Government,  and  had  referred 
to  letters  bearing  his  signature  as  having 
exposed  that  corruption.  It  was  quite 
true  that  when  the  Transvaal  was  ad- 
ministered by  our  Government  the  ac- 
counts were  kept  in  an  exceedingly  loose 
fashion — especially  at  the  beginning  of 
affairs — and  vouchers  were  not  forth- 
coming for  mwih  of  the  expenditure,  or 
when  they  were  produced  they  were  not 
considered  satisfactory  by  the  Treasury. 
But  the  whole  amount  involved  was  ex- 
ceedingly small,  and  nothing  transpired 
that  could  sustain  a  charge  of  corruption. 
However,  he  did  not  rise  to  continue  the 
discussion.  He  felt  sure  the  speech  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  hod  persuaded 
everyone  that  if  we  were  to  clear  our- 
selves this  Commission  should  sit,  and 
that  we  should  wait  in  patience  until 
its  exhaustive  inquiries  were  concluded. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  said 
that,  after  the  discussion  which  had  taken 
place,  and  especially  after  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  that  the  Government  thought 
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they  were  bound  in  honour  to  reappoint 
the  Committee^  he  wouli  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Motion. 

Amendment,  hy  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered, — That  a  Select  Committee  be 

appointed  to  inquire  into  the  origin  and 
circumstauces  of  the  incursion  into  the 
South  African  Republic  by  an  armed 
force,  and  into  the  administration  of  the 
British  South  Africa  Company,  and  to 
report  thereon ;  and  further,  to  report 
what  alterations  are  desirable,  in  the 
GoTeniment  of  the  territories  under  the 
control  of  the  Company. 

Ordered, — ^That  the  Committee  have 
leave  to  hear  Counsel  to  such  extent  as 
they  shall  see  fit,  and  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. — • 
(Secretary  of  State  /or  the  Cvlonie$.) 

Mb.  J.  L.  CAREW  (Dublin,  College 
Green)  rose  to  move  an  Amendment 
which  stooi  on  the  Paper  in  the  name 
of  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  (Kilkenny),  proposing 
"That  the  Committee  do  consist  of  17 
Members." 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  Orda*!  An 
Amendment  of  which  notice  must  be 
piven  can  only  be  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  put  it  down. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  pointed 
out  that  a  Member  of  the  Government 
had  often  introduced  a  Bill  of  which 
notice  had  been  given  by  another  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government. 

SPEAKER :  AU  Members  of  the 
(krvernment  are  considered  one  person 
for  all  such  purposes. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN,  who  had 
been  absoit  from  the  Chamber,  now  re- 
turned, and  moved  his  Amendment.  He 
said  he  understood  from  the  statement 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  Govern- 
mei't  were  prepared  to  accept  his 
proposal. 

CoLONBL  SAUNDERSON  (.\rmagh,  N.) 
said  he  shoi^ld  not  object  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Committee  from  15  to  17 
Members  if  the  reason  were  that  the 
Opposition  were  not  fairly  represented 
upon  it.  But  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  stated  as  the 
reason  for  Ihe  proposed  uicrease  in  the 
membership  of  the  Committee  that  a 

J/r.  J,  M.  Madean. 


Ajriea  Committee.  824 

certain  section  of  the  Irish  Party  was  not 
represented  upon  it  at  present.  He  had 
no  personfd  objection  whatever  to  Na- 
tionalist Members  sitting  on  the  Com^ 
mittee.  He  acknowledged  their  ability 
and  he  had  experienced  their  eloquence. 
[Laughter.]  But  he  failed  to  see  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  uiothery-  Iriahman 
should  be  added  to  the  Committee,  in  the 
fact  that  the  Nationalist  Party  happened 
to  be  divided  into  sections,  and  that  no 
Gentleman  in  that  Party  could  speak  on 
behalf  of  all  his  colleagues.  [Lfiuffhter.] 
Besides,  there  were  other  Irishmeu  in 
the  House  besides  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  It  appeared  to  him  a  strange 
thing  that  when  the  Government  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  necessary  to 
add  another  Irishman  to  the  Committee 
they  should  have  overlooked  that  Irish 
Party  which  was  mainly  responsible  for 
placing  them  on  the  Treasury  Bench. 
[Laughter,]  He  did  not  see  why  the 
divisions  in  the  Nationalist  ranks  should 
be  officially  recognised  by  the  Govern- 
ment, especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
it  was  not  at  all  improbable  that  before 
long  there  would  be  80  Nationalist 
Parties.  \Laiig?tter,]  Great  constitu- 
tional and  Imperial  questions  might  arise 
before  this  Committee,  and  if  it  were  ne- 
cess^  to  add  another  Irishman  to  the 
Committee  he  should  not  be  chosen  from 
the  ranks  of  those  who  had  never  shown 
that  Imperial  instincts  dominated  their 
policy.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "1 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  was  en- 
tirely mistaken  in  the  view  he  had  taken 
of  the  matter.  The  Government  in  the 
course  they  proposed  to  pursue  in  r^:ani 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  membership 
of  the  Committee  were  not  doing  a  speciiU 
favour  to  any  section  of  the  House.  Th^ 
were  simply  doing  a  bare  act  of  arith- 
metical jiutice  to  the  Nationalist  Mem- 
bers. When  the  Committee  consisting 
of  15  Members  was  appointed  last  year 
with  only  one  Nationalist  Member  upon 
it  he  urged  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
strength  of  the  Opposition,  the  Na- 
tionalist Members  were  entitled  to  two 
representatives  on  the  Committee.  He 
failed  then  to  carry  his  point,  but  the 
Government  had  now  yielded  to  that 
view,  and  in  order  to  equalise  the  repre- 
sentation of  parties  on  the  Committee 
they  proposed  to  add  also  to  the  Com- 
mittee one  of  their  own  supporters  iu 
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the  penon  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  London  UniverBity.  It 
was  quite  true  that,  as  the  hon.  and  gal- 
hint  Member  for  North  Armagh  had  said, 
great  Imperial  questions  were  to  be  con- 
sidered by  this  Committee.  But  all 
those  who  took  alarm  at  the  prospect 
of  its  appointment  might  be  assured  by 
the  recollection  of  what  had  happened 
in  the  case  of  the  Financial  Rations 
Commiasion,  for  if  the  Govemmrat  were 
not  satined  with  the  findings  of  the  Com- 
mittee they  oould  appoint  another. 
\LaughUr.'\ 

Hb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  desire  to 
say  that  the  GoTemment  understood  it 
was  tiie  general  wish  of  the  House  that 
the  Committee  should  be  increased,  and 
they  put  down  the  name  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  London  Univer- 
sity as  the  Member  they  suggested  as  the 
representative  of  this  side  of  the  House 
in  the  event  of  another  Member  being 
added  to  the  Committee  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  oi^site  side  of  the  House. 
Of  course,  if  the  House  should  decline  to 
increase  the  Committee,  and  should  re- 
tain the  original  number,  16,  the  name  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  will  be  withdrawn. 
I  would  point  out  that  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  practically  only 
two  parties  have  to  be  considered — that 
is  to  say,  the  Government  of  the  day, 
and  the  Opposition,  and  the  Conmiittee 
is  divided  in  proportion  to  the  Members 
sitting  on  the  two  sides  of  the  House. 
In  the  case  of  a  Committee  of  15  Mem- 
bers the  Government  nominate  nine 
members,  but  they  have  nothing  what- 
evMT  to  do  with  the  nomination  of  the 
remaining  sii.  We  did  nominate  our 
nine  members,  and  a  difficulty  arose — 
with  which  we  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do,  and  as  to  which  we  wash  our  hands 
entirely — as  to  the  composition  of  the 
other  six  members.  We  understood 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  substituting 
another  Irish  member  for  one  of  the 
members  from  the  Opposition  side  who 
had  already  been  nominated,  and  in 
order  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  other 
side  we  suggested  that  in  that  case  it 
m^ht  be  convenient  to  increase  the 
number  to  17,  so  that  the  difficulty 
might  be  removed.  The  decision  which 
the  Government  came  to  was  really  with 
a  view  to  conciliate  everybody ;  if  it  has 
not  that  effect,  and  any  objection  is 


taken,  the  Govca*nment  are  perfectly 
indifferent  in  the  matter.  If  we  have 
any  preference,  I  may  say  we  would 
rather  go  back  to  the  Committee  of  15. 
\Cheer9.] 

Sm  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) said  that  as  his  name  had  been 
mentioned,  p^haps  the  House  would 
allow  him  to  say  that  he  thought,  from 
the  turn  the  discussion  had  ti^en,  it 
would  be  very  much  better  to  leave  the 
Committee  with  15  members.  ["Hear, 
hear  I "]  Peraonally  it  wotild  be  a  great 
reli^  to  him. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Committee  do  consist  of  17  Mem- 
bers," put  and  negatived. 

The  names  of  the  Attorney  General, 
Mr.  Bigham,  Mr.  Blf^e,  Mr.  Buxton,  and 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  as  members 
of  the  Committee  were  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  that  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain be  appointed  to  serve  on  the  Com- 
mittee, 

Sra  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth)  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  himself  that  he 
knew  there  were  charges  brought  against 
him.  He  thought  those  charges  were 
most  abominable,  and  he  was  not  in  the 
least  implying  that  there  was  one  word 
of  truth  in  them.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
"What  are  theyl"]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  alluded  to  th«n  himself,  and 
was  it  not  rather  strange,  if  these  charges 
were  made,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  sit  upon  the  Committee  and 
act  as  a  judge  %  That  was  a  rath^  diffi- 
cult position  for  him  to  be  in. 
*SiB  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  hoped 
his  hon.  Friend  would  not  press  the 
point.  This  Committee  would  be  utterly 
useless  unless  they  had  the  Colonial 
Secretary  upon  it — ["  hear,  hear  1"] — who 
had  had  all  the  means  at  his  disposal 
of  placing  before  them  the  information 
on  the  subject  which  they  had  had. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  was 
then  agreed  to,  as  were  also  the  names 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Cripps,  Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke,  Mr.  John" 
Ellis,  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  and  Mr.  Jackson. 


Digitized  by 


B27  Businega  oj  the  {GOMMONS}  Houm.— Supply.  838 


Ou  the  Motion  that  Mr.  Labouchere 
be  appointed  to  serre  on  the  Committee, 

Me.  henry  SETON-KARR  (St. 
Helen's)  said  he  desired  to  take  th» 
opinion  of  the  House  whether  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  should  occupy 
a  place  on  this  Committee.  The  hon. 
Member  stood  in  a  category  by  himself, 
as  he  had  expressed  in  his  interesting 
journal  views  hostile  to  the  Chartered 
Company  and  to  Mr.  Rhodes,  which,  it 
seemed  to  him,  absolutely  pledged  the 
hon.  Member  to  one  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  It.  was  impossible 
to  suppose  that  any  evidence  brought 
before  the  Committee  would  alter  the 
hon.  Member's  opinion. 

Me.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  hope  my 
hon.  Friend  will  withdraw  his  objection. 
I  think  I  can  give  him  two  reasons  why 
he  should  do  so,  which,  I  trust,  may 
b^  concIuaiTe  to  his  mind.  The  first 
is  a  gen«*al  reason  which  applies  to  the 
appointment  of  the  members  of  all  Com- 
mittees. The  arrangement  is,  as  I  have 
said,  that,  the  proportions  being  settled, 
the  nomination  of  the  members  on  each 
side  is  left  to  their  respective  side,  and 
for  the  Government,  therefore,  to  inter- 
fere and  to  object  to  a  nomination 
from  the  side  of  the  Opposition,  or 
vice  vered,  would  be  to  strike  at  the 
system  und^  which  our  Committees 
are  elected  and  would  give  rise  to 
endless  difficulties  in  the  future  proceed- 
ings of  Parliament.  ["Hear,  hear!  "J 
As  to  this  particular  objection,  I  am  bound 
to  point  out  to  my  hon.  Friend  that  it 
is  entirely  in  accordance  with  precedents 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton, 
who  has  undoubtedly,  taken  an  extremelj 
strong  view,  and  expressed  an  extremely 
strong  view  in  respect  to  this  matter, 
should  be  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
and  be  enabled  therel^  to  bring  his 
charges  to  the  test.  f'Hear,  hearl"J 
If  a  Member  of  this  House  thinks  that 
he  has  an  allegation  to  make  of  serious 
importance  against  any  person  who  may 
be  a  witnees  before  a  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, that  is  the  only  proper  and  reason- 
able way  in  which  his  allegations  may  be 
brought  to  the  test.  I  can  quote  prece- 
dents, such  as  that  of  the  Hyderabad  and 
Deccan  Committee,  in  regard  to  which 
very  strong  charges  were  made,  I  think 
also  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton.   \Lauffhter.']    The  hon.  Member, 


however,  was  appointed  to  that  Commit- 
tee, and  did  very  useful  service  to  the 
Committee  in  their  endeavour  to  eluci- 
date the  question.  Another  precedent  is 
the  case  of  the  Foreign  Loans  Committee, 
in  T^ard  to  which  my  noble  Friend  Iiord 
James  of  Hereford  'had  made  certain 
charges,  and  Lord  James  of  Hereford 
was  appointed  to  serve  on  that  Com- 
mittee. I  think,  therefore,  we  are  only 
following  a  course  in  accordance  vitlL 
precedent. 

Mr.  SETON-KARR  said  he  would  with- 
draw his  objection. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Labouchere  was 
then  agreed  to,  as  also  were  the  names 
of  Mr.  Wharton  and  Mr.  Wyndham. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE—SUPPLY. 

Thb  first  lord  of  tbm  TREA- 
SURY moved:  — 

"  That  BO  soon  m  the  Conuaittee  of  Supplv 
has  been  appointed  and  Estimates  have  been 
presented,  the  businese  of  Supply  sball  (until 
it  be  disposed  of)  be  the  first  Order  of  the  Day 
on  Friday,  unless  the  House  otherwise  order 
on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
moved  at  the  commencement  of  public  busiiieM 
to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate; 
and  the  provisions  of  Standing  Order  No.  56 
shall  be  extended  to  Friday. 

"  Not  more  than  20  days,  being  days  before 
August  5  on  which  the  Speaker  leaves  the 
Cluur  for  the  Committee  of  Supply  witbont 
question  put,  counting  from  the  9nt  day  on 
which  the  Speaker  left  the  Chair  under  Stend- 
inii  Order  No.  56,  shall  be  allotted  for  the  con- 
aiddration  of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the 
Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  iucladiiu 
Votes  on  Acount,  the  business  of  Supply  rtanct 
ing  first  Order  on  every  ench  day. 

"Provided  alwijs,  that  on  Motion  made 
after  notice  by  a  Hinistco*  of  the  Crown  to  be 
decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate,  addi- 
tional time,  not  exceeding  three  days,  may  be 
allotted  for  the  bufdness  of  Supply,  either 
before  or  after  August  5. 

"  On  the  last  but  one  of  the  allotted  days, 
at  10  o'clock  p.m.,  the  Chairman  shall  pro- 
ceed to  put  forthwith  every  question  necessaiy 
to  dispose  of  the  outstanding  Votes  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply ;  and  on  the  last,  not  bein^ 
earlier  than  the  20th  of  the  allotted  days,  tin 
Speaker  shall,  at  10  o'clock  p.m.,  proceed  to 
put  forthwith  every  question  neceesary  to  com- 
plete the  outstanding  Beports  of  Supply. 

"  On  the  days  appointed  for  concluding  tbe 
business  of  Supply,  the  conaderation  of  sodi 
business  shall  not  be  anticipated  by  a  HoImhi 
of  Adjournment  under  Standing  Order  No.  17 ; 
nor  may  any  dilatoiy  Motion  be  moved  on  socfa 
proceedings ;  nor  shall  they  be  interrupted 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing  (nrder 
relating  to  tiie  sittings  of  the  House. 

"Provided  always,  that  the  days  occnpied 
by  the  consideration  of  Estimates  sapptomen* 
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tary  to  thima  of  a  previoui  Sesaioa,  or  of  any 

Vote  of  Credit,  shall  not  be  included  in  the 
computation  of  tlie  20  days.  Provided  also, 
that  two  morning  sittings  aliall  be  deemed 
equivalent  to  one  3  o'clodt  rittins.  That  tbia 
Beaolntion  be  a  Standing  Order  of  the  jj^use." 

He  stud :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  this  rule, 
which  was  in  operation  all  throi^h  last 

Session,  on  the  whole  gave  satisfaction 
to  all  quarters  of  the  House.  I  am  the 
last  person  to  suppose  that  any  rule  that 
we  may  adopt  is  absolutely  without  in- 
convenience, there  must  always  be  a 
balance  of  inconveniences.  I  am  myself 
of  opinion  that  the  balance  in  this  case 
is  in  &.rour  of  the  rule  which  we  tried 
experimentally  last  Session  becoming  part 
of  our  permanent  rules.  I  draire  once 
(uid  for  all  to  put  upon  record  my  sense 
of  the  manner  in  which  all  Parties  of 
the  House  co-operated  to  make  this  rule 
a  success.  ["  Hear,  hear  !"J  I  have  seen 
it  attributed  to  my  peculiar  foresight  and 
ingenuity  that  what  some  critics  describe 
as  a  reform  was  carried  out  with  success, 
but  I  disclaim  all  merit  whatever  in  the 
matter.  The  merit  belongs  entirely  to 
the  majority  and  minority  in  this  House, 
who  together  resolved  that,  as  far  as  they 
could,  they  would  see  that  our  Debates 
on  Supply  were  conducted  in  a  manner 
and  with  that  moderation  as  r^ards  the 
expenditure  of  time  which  can  alone 
make  it  possible  for  a  Government  to 
give  time  to  the  adequate  criticism  by 
private  Members  of  our  general  financial 
and  administrative  system.  The  Govern- 
ment endeavoured,  as  I  believe  every 
Government  will  always  endeavour,  to 
so  allocate  the  Fridays  in  each  week  as 
to  meet  the  convenience  of  Members  of 
the  House.  It  was  in  the  power  of  the 
House  last  Session,  and  would  be  in 
any  future  Session,  to  so  deal  with  the 
Votes  that  came  on  on  the  earlier  Fridays 
as  to  drive  very  important  questions  on 
to  the  later  Fridays,  and  no  doubt  if  that 
be  done  the  rule  would  unquestionably 
break  down  and  we  should  then  revert 
to  the  ,  unfortunate  system  which  pre- 
vailed so  many  years,  under  which  the 
Government  first  passed  all  the  legislar 
tive  measures  which  they  thought  neces- 
sary, and  then  squeezed  into  the  last 
weary  fortnight  of  the  Session  the  neces- 
sary discussions  on  the  Estimates.  I 
understand  from  some  quarters  of  the 
House  that  there  is  a  desire — I  think  a 
natural  desire — to  try  this  rule  as  an 
experiment,  at  all  events  for  one  more 
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Session.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  I  entirely 
sympathise  with  that  view,  and  I  shall 
not  press  the  last  line  of  the  Resolution 
which  proposes  to  make  the  Order  port 
of  a  permanent  legislative  arrangement. 
While  the  Government  will  continue  in 
their  earnest  endeavour  to  so  arrange  the 
business  of  the  House  on  the  successive 
Fridays  as  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
Members  in  all  parts  of  the  House,  I 
trust  the  House,  on  its  side,  will  during 
this  Session,  as  during  last  Session,  do 
all  they  can  to  make  the  rule  which  was 
passed  in  their  interests,  and  not  in  those 
of  the  Government,  a  real  working  suc- 
cess. I  do  not  think  it  needful  to  say 
more.  If  objections  are  raised  I 
shall  be  glad  to  deal  with  them  as  far 
as  I  can  in  the  reply  which  I  shall  have 
the  right  to  make.  Meanwhile,  I  hope 
the  House  will  enter  upon  the  experimen- 
tal part  of  the  Motion  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  make  the  experiment  a  success. 
[■'Hear,  hear!"] 

*Me.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hun. 
Gentleman  does  not  move  the  last  line  I 
Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY: No,  Sir. 

*Mb.  SPEAKER  read  the  Motion  omit- 
ting the  proptwal  to  make  the  order  a 
Standing  Or^er,  and  was  about  to  put  it 
to  the  House,  when 

•Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.)  rose  and  said:  I  think 
we  are  all  in  an  agreeable  humour  this 
afternoon.  [Laughter  and  "  Hear, 
hear!"]  The  Leader  of  the  House  has 
spoken  in  very  moderate  terms  of  the 
introduction  of  this  new  practice — too 
moderate,  I  think,  because  after  the  expe- 
rience of  last  Session  we  are  grateful  to 
him  for  the  introduction  of  Uiis  rule,  and 
particularly  fpr  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  worked  it.  [Cheerg.]  Its  success 
depended  entirely  on  the  manner  iu 
which  the  Leader  of  the  House  dealt  with 
the  rule,  and  on  this  side  of  the  House  I 
think  we  have  every  reason  to  acknow- 
ledge that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave 
us  every  facility  we  could  have  desired, 
and  he  has  given  us  credit,  which  I  think 
was  deserved,  on  this  side  of  the  House 
— [The  FmsT  Loed  of  the  Trbasurt  ; 
"  Hear,  hear !"] — for  our  efforts  to  make 
the  rule  a  success.  But  the  permanent 
success  of  the  rule  must  always  depend 
on  the  manner  in  which  it  is  dealt  with. 
In  framing  a  permanent  constitution  we 
must  not  rely  too  much  on  the  virtues  of 
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the  living  Sovereign,  because  we  do  not 
know  how  far  they  may  be  inherited  or 
not  by  his  succesBor.  So  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  done  wisely  by 
stating  that  there  should  be  further  revi- 
Bion  of  the  rule  before  it  is  permanently 
established  on  the  Standing  Orders.  Of 
course  the  danger  is  that  we  might  have 
a  great  block  of  undiscusaed  Estimates 
ut  the  end  of  a  Session.  That  did  not 
happen  last  year,  but  if  ever  it  did,  I  do 
not  think  the  rule  would  prove  a  success 
or  be  accepted  by  the  House.  We  ought 
all  to  endeavour  to  avoid  such  a  difficulty, 
and  of  course  one  that  must  be  experi- 
mental is  whether  the  number  of  days 
allotted  to  Supply  are  exactly  the  right 
number,  and  it  might  in  the  future  be 
necessary  to  consider  whether  a  large 
number  of  days  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  shown  a 
wise  moderation  in  agreeing  that  the 
rule  shall  be  a  sessional  order  for  this 
year,  and  I  think  he  may  rely  upon  its 
being  met,  as  it  was  last  year,  by  every 
inclination  on  our  part  to  make  it  a 
success.  \Cheer8.] 

Mb.  SETON-KARR  said  that  as  a  pri- 
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He  should  like  to  know  whether  the  Fac- 
tory Acts,  the  Free  Trade  Acts,  and  the 
Acts  for  the  Protection  of  Seamen,  would 
ever  have  been  passed  had  the  private 

Members  of  the  time  been  deprived  of 
the  opportunities  they  then  possessed  of 
bringing  forward  abstract  questions  be- 
fore the  House.  All  the  subjects  dealt 
with  by  those  Acts  were  brought  forward 
by  men  like  Mr.  Bright,  Mr.  Cobden, 
Lord  Derby,  and  Mr.  Plimsoll,  when  they 
were  private  Members  of  that  House. 
Yet  those  measures'  remained  unim- 
peached  for  their  value  at  the  present 
day.  By  depriving  private  Members  of 
their  opportunities  for  addressing  that 
House  they  were  causing  the  oratorical 
power  of  the  House  to  deteriorate.  As 
matters  stood,  under  rec^t  innovatioDS 
the  oratory  of  the  House  was  confined 
to  the  two  Front  Benches  and  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn.  The  time 
of  the  House  was  now  entii-ely  occupied 
by  the  Government,  and  the  privileges  of 
private  Members  were  entirely  taken 
from  them.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  private  Members  were  desirous  of 
retaining  some,  at  all  evaits,  of  their  old 
privileges,  the  existence  of  which  was 


vale  Member  he  viewed  with  a  great  deal  |  now  threatened.    He  did  not  intend  to 


of  suspicion  this  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  with  the 
Leader  of  the  House.  He  himself  ob- 
jected to  the  Order,  chiefly  because  it 
contained  a  time  limit  and  the  hateful 
principle  of  the  guillotine.  This  rule 
worked  well  last  Session,  but  it  did  not 
follow  that  it  would  work  well  every 
Session,  any  more  than  it  followed  that 
the  present  Government  would  always  be 
in  power  with  a  majority  of  1 50  at  their 
bucks  and  a  weak  and  demoralised  Oppo- 
sition in  front  of  them.  [Opposition 
laughter.']  They  ;might  have  a  man 
ruling  over  them  in  the  future  who 
would  make  a  very  different  use  of  the 
rule.  ["  Hear,  hearl"]  He  submitted 
that  the  Leader  of  the  House  should  be 
satisfied  by  taking  Fridays  and  leave  out 
the  time  limit,  which  was  unnecessary. 
He  also  asked  the  Leader  of  the  House  to 
secure  Tuesdays  to  private  Members  who 
wished  to  move  resolutions  on  ab- 
stract subjects.  In  Supply  there  was  not 
Buflicient  scope  for  discussing  sucli  sub- 
jects. Private  Members  would  take 
thH  uncertain  chance  of  the  ballot 
if  Tuesdays  were  left  to  them,  say, 
until    Whitsuntide.     ['*  Hear,  hear  !"J 

Sir  WiUiam  Saramri. 


divide  the  House  upon  the  question,  but 
he  sincerely  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  give  his  attention  tu 
the  points  that  had  been  urged  upon  him 
in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  and  would 
give  hon.  Members  a  satisfactoiy  assur- 
ance with  r^;ard  to  them. 

Mb.  T.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  thought 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down  would  scarcely  be  satisfied  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  two  Front 
Benches  in  reference  to  this  subject.  He, 
however,  was  very  much  obliged  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  assurance  he  had 
given  the  House  that  the  claims  of 
private  Members  would  receive  his  ^m* 
pathetic  consideration.  He  thought  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  a 
little  too  modest  when  he  attributed  the 
success  of  the  rule  last  Session,  not  to  the 
Government,  but  to  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.  Hon.  Members 
must  not  rely  upon  the  accuracy  of  that 
assertion  in  too  great  a  dt^ree.  The 
resolution  of  last  Session  had  placed  the 
time  ut  the  House  absolutely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government.  'th»  Goveru- 
ment  having  broxight  forward  Utat  reso- 
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lution,  were  bound  to  make  the  working 
under  it  a  succesB,  and  in  every  way  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Opposition  in  con- 
nection with  it.  But  that  might  not 
always  be  the  case,  and  he  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
luan  could  not  introduce  some  words 
into  this  very  drastic  resolution  which 
would  prevent  any  subsequent  Govem- 
laent  from  abusing  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  himself  be  a  private 
Member  some  day,  and  he  appealed  to 
him  therefore  to  so  frame  the  resolution 
us  to  prevent  its  abus*  by  some  future 
unscrupulous  Government.  Another 
iwint  to  which  he  desired  to  draw  atten- 
tion was  ttkat  last  Session  many  hon. 
Members,  especially  those  sitting  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House,  did  not 
approve  of  the  sudden  closing  of  Supply, 
which  they  feared  might  lead  to  some 
indecent  expressions  of  objection.  Hap- 
pily, last  Session  those  fears  proved  to 
be  unfounded.  But  on  the  concluding 
day  some  30  votes  remained  for  discus- 
sion, and  five  Divisions  were  had  upon 
them  before  the  guillotine  fell.  For- 
tuuatdly  hou.  Members  were  all  in  such 
on  amicable  mood  on  the  occasion  that 
the  passing  of  the  last  vote  was  received 
with  general  cheering.  On  that  last  day 
some  two  millions  of  money  were  voted, 
and  in  his  opinion  it  was  a  very  serious 
matter  to  vote  such  a  large  sum  at  a 
single  sitting  under  the  pnicedure  which 
the  rule  imposed,  especially  seeing  that 
the  votes  included  those  relating  to 
Uganda  and  other  highly  contentious 
Bubjects.  The  fact  that  such,  was  the  case 
ought  to  make  hon.  Gentlemen  thought* 
ful  before  they  agreed  to  this  resolution. 
Another  point  was  that  before  this  reso- 
lution was  passed  the  House  had  the 
power  of  selecting  the  subjects  in  the 
Estimates  which  they  desired  to  discuss, 
but  after  the  resolution  was  passed  that 
power  passed  to  the  Government,  who 
might  postpone  the  passing  of  a  vote  on 
which  an  inconvenient  discussion  was 
likely  to  arise  until  the  guillotine  had 
fallen.  He  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  effect  a  great  improve- 
ment in  the  resolution  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  Votes  on  account."  He 
wuuld  nut  move  an  Amendment  to  that 
effeut  himself  because  he  had  no  desire 
to  take  up  a  hostile  attitude  towards  the 
resolution,  but  he  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.   Gentlemai^  would  consider  the 


point.  He  might,  howevH',  r^nark  that 
the  introduction  of  votes  on  account  was 
an  evidence  of  the  careless  way  in  which 
the  Estimates  had  been  prepared. 

Mb.  G.  C.  T.  BAKTLEY  (Islington, 
N.)  thought  that  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  had  taken  away  a  great  deal 
of  the  objection  which  private  Members 
had  to  their  time  being  taken,  away.  He, 
however,  could  not  account  for  the  ex- 
traordinary fatality  that  always  rendered 
it  necessary  for  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment to  make  drastic  rules  still  more 
drastic.  It  was  now  proposed  to  insti- 
tute a  "  time  gsig."  He  fully  appreciated 
the  excellent  way  in  which  the  principle 
of  the  resolution  had  worked  last  year. 
Of  course  they  had  now  in  office  a  per- 
fectly sound  Government  who  would  do 
nothing  that  was  unfair,  but  that  might 
not  always  be  the  case.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
speaking  on  the  subject  in  1893,  had 
said  that  a  "  time  gag  "  might  be  used 
by  an  unscrupulous  Government  for 
avoiding  debates  on  inconvenient  sub- 
jects. He  asked  why  in  the  name  of 
common  sense  should  the  Conservative 
Party  seek  to  emphasise  and  enlarge  the 
effect  of  this  rule,  and  to  give  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  day  such  a  power.  The 
Govenmient  ought  to  rest  satisfied  with 
obtaining  Fridays  for  Supply,  and  should 
not  ask  the  House  to  go  furtho*  in  that 
direction. 

Ma.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) said  that  he  wished  to 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  behind 
him,  that  there  had  been  ample 
time  to  discuss  all  matters  of  in- 
terest arising  out  of  Supply  last  Session. 
He  did  not  think  the  Government  were 
open  to  the  complaint  ui^d  against 
them  by  the  hon.  Member.  For  that 
side  of  the  House  it  might  be  said  that 
they  seemed  to  pass  their  time  in  defend- 
ing the  Government  (gainst  their  own 
followers.  He  and  those  on  the  Opposi- 
tion Benches  said  that,  although  the 
Government  was  a  bad  one,  they  might 
go  farther  and  fare  worse.  ["Hear, 
hear  I "]  He  observed,  however,  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  limited 
their  opposition  to  making  complaining 
speeches.  The  Member  for  St.  Helens 
was  a  gentleman  who,  vowing  he  would 
never  consent,  consented ;  he  said  that 
he  disagreed  with  the  Government,  but 
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that  he  acquiesced  in  their  wuiheB  as 
a  faithful  follower.  He  doubted  whether 
the  Government  cared  one  sixpence 
whether  the  hon.  Member  took  their 
view  or  not.  [Laughter.l  All  that  they 
wanted  from  the  hon.  Member  was  that 
he  should  acquiesce  and  that,  as  a  dutiful 
follower,  he  shduld  walk  into  the  Lobl^ 
with  thaUf  which  he  was  sure  the  hon. 
Member  would  do  most  faithfullj  and 
humbly.  •  For  his  part»  he  was  glad  the 
Government  were  going  to  renew  this 
nile.  He  regarded  it  as  an  advantage 
to  the  Opposition.  He  thought  they 
had  under  it  more  time  for  discussing 
the  Estimates  and  that  the  time  was 
better  apportioned  than  formerly. 

Mb.  B.  L.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said 
he  had  not  intended  to  take  part  in  the 
Debate  on  this  most  reasonable,  and,  he 
would  add,  most  iweful  proposal  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  which  he  thoi^ht 
would  have  been  accepted  by  the  House 
with  the  untmimity  and  alacrity  which 
the  success  of  last  year,  in  his  judgment, 
justified,  if,  indeed,  it  did  not  dictate. 
But  he  was  imwilling  to  leave  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government  proposal  entirely 
to  the  intermittent  compassion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton.  He  did 
not  yield  to  either  of  hu  hon.  Friends 
who  had  spoken  on  that  side  in  his 
horror  of  the  gag  when  applied  to  check 
discussion  on  proposals  for  legislation. 
But  it  seemed  to  him  that  both  his  hon. 
Friends  lost  sight  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  gag  when  applied  to  Supply 
and  to  Bills  submitted  to  that  House. 
That  difference  was  emphatically  pointed 
out  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  when  he 
last  year  made  for  the  first  time  a  pro- 
posal similar  to  the  one  now  xmder  dis- 
cussion. Supply  must  be,  and  always 
was,  voted  sooner  or  later  iu  each  Session 
of  Parliament.  This  was  a  proposal  to 
make  it  sooner  instead  of  later,  and  to 
render  more  effective  the  discussion  of 
Supply  than  would  be  posuUe  were  it 
left,  as  was  done  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, to  the  last  week  or  ten  days  of  the 
Session.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
Government  proposal  should  be  objected 
to  as  abridging  the  privileges  of  private 
Members.  For  himself  be  should  not 
re<rard  that  as  a  great  calamity,  but  as 
a  fact  the  si^iigestions  of  the  Leader  of 
the  House  would  give  greater  and  not  less 
opportunity  to  private  HemberS}  as  they 

Mr.  U.  Labowshere, 


insured  a  certain  and  a  considerable  nmnr 
ber  of  days  to  Supply,  which  was  the 
delight  of  the  critical  private  Member. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  St. 
Helens  spoke  of  what  was  accomplished 
on  private  Members'  days  in  old  times 
by  such  illustrious  Members  as  Bright, 
Cobden,  and  Lord  Shaftesbury.  Yea ; 
but  in  those  days  they  did  not  have  70 
to  lUO  questions  put  on  every  Goveni> 
ment  afternoon  to  Ministers  which  took 
one  hour  or  one  and  a^half  hours  of 
Government  time ;  they  did  not  have 
two  or  three  Motions  for  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  in  each  Session  ;  and 
Government  Bilb  were  not  discussed  at 
the  length  and  during  the  nimiber  of 
days  as  now.  He  had  no  right  and  do 
desire  to  criticise  these  altered  condi- 
tions, but  he  said  they  necessitated 
altered  procedure,  and  because  he  be- 
lieved the  proposals  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  would  conduce  to  the  more  effi- 
cient and  more  expeditious  dispatch  of 
the  business  of  this  House  that  he  should 
give  them  his  cordial  support,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  be  unanimously  ac- 
cepted by  the  House. 

Mr.  F.  a.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.)  said  there  was  one  matter  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  St.  Helens  had  en- 
deavoured to  drive  a  baigain  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  days  to 
be  given  to  private  Members.  He  did 
not  wish  to  drive  a  bargain,  but  to  ask 
for  an  act  of  justice — to  make  a  sugges- 
tion which  he  thought  had  not  been  made 
before.  During  the  last  Session  it  was 
inevitable  that  foreign  affairs  and 
colonial  affairs  should  occupy  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  ho 
supposed  that  it  was  inevitable  that  their 
active  and  energetic  Irish  friends  should 
manage  to  obtain  a  very  large  and  dis- 
proportionate share  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  He  asked  the  Leader  of  the 
House  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasui? 
to  consider  the  necessity  of  providing 
adequate  time  for  the  consideration  of 
the  large  English  Votes — Votes  for  the 
Home  Oflfice,  for  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
other  Votes.  He  did  not  blame  the  Gov- 
ernment that  these  Votes  were  pt^poned 
to  a  time  of  the  Session  when  it  was  im- 
possible that  full  time  should  be  given 
to  (many  important  questions.  He 
should  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
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the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  bear 
in  mind,  in  allocating  the  timC} 
that  iJthoi^h.  the  English  Members 
did  not  presB  the  Government  with 
Tigour  and  vehemence,  there  were  many 
questions  of  great  importance,  not  necea- 
sarily  controversial  questions,  to  be 
brought  up  on  the  Votes.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I "]  He  had  urged  last  year  when 
this  proposal  was  before  the  House  that 
the  House  should  be  associated  with  the 
Government  in  the  allocation  of  the 
time  to  be  devoted  to  the  various  Votes. 
He  was  only  desiroiu  of  saying  now  that 
if  th^  did  not  find  a  spirit  of  fair  play 
and  reasonable  consideration,  as  to  which 
he  appealed  to  the  Government,  this 
question  would  come  up  again. 

Mr.  VESEY  KNOX  (Londonderry) 
ventured  to  protest  against  the  sugges- 
tion that  Ireland  took  up  too  much  time 
of  last  Session.  Certainly  it  was  not 
in  excess  of  their  tactical  capacity 
— [lau(/hter]-^nd  he  rather  gathered 
from  the  statements  of  the  Leader 
of  the  House,  that  this  Session 
Ireland,  particularly  on  financial 
questions,  would  have  to  be  heard. 
It  was  evident  that  for  the  future  every 
patriotic  Irish  Member,  on  whatever  side 
of  the  House  he  sat,  must  watch  care- 
fully every  proposal  either  of  an  Irish 
or  an  Imperial  character.  Certainly  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  himself  and  hon. 
Friends  to  take  up  rather  more  of  the 
time  of  the  House  in  Supply  during  this 
Searion  than  th^  had  done  of  late  years. 
{A  lentgh.]  He  mraitioned  that  point  as 
one  wMoh  might  be  taken  into  account 
in  calculating  as  to  the  probable  success 
of  this  Bule  in  future. 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness)  hoped  the 
Leader  of  the  House  would  consent  to  the 
slight  modification  suggested  on  his  own 
side  of  the  House,  namely,  to  strike  out 
the  words  of  the  Rule  giving  power  to 
a  Minister  to  allot  three  additional  days 
to  Supply.  If  that  alteration  were  made 
he  thought  it  was  probable  the  clause 
would  work  well  and  might  salely  be 
made  a  Standing  Order.  The  Rule  had 
been  suocessful  because  the  Gov^moit 
carried  out  the  reform  su^eeted  by 
Members  below  the  Opposition  Gangway. 
The  late  Government  accepted  it  and 
agreed  to  give  Fridays  for  Supply ;  they 
agreied  to  lay  down  the  principle  that 
they  should  have  two  lines,  so  to  speak, 
one  for  l^slation,  and  the  other  for 


Supply.  When  Members  knew  that  by 
obstructing  Supply  they  could  not 
obstruct  legislation,  the^  would  not  be 
inclined  to  waste  time  in  Supply.  At 
the  same  time  he  thought  the  votes  for 
the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture should  have  a  better  place  than 
they  had  last  Session,  because  last  year 
the  House  passed  Bills  practically  giving 
those  Departments  the  r^ht  to  l^islate. 
The  First  Lord  muht  admit  that  the 
discussion  had  been  very  reasonable. 
To-:ni^t  they  had  adopted  a  new  pre- 
cedent, and  the  right  hon.  Cr^tleman 
would  agree  that  never  b^ore  had  a 
Government  been  allowed  to  take  the 
nights  of  private  Members  without  a 
protest.  [The  Fibst  Lobd  of  the  Tbha- 
8URT  :  "Hear,  hear!"]  As  a  matter  of 
conciliation  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  agree  to  the  Amendment 
suggested. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
congratulated  himself  upon  having  been 
one  of  the  very  few  Memba*8  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  who 
tlu^ughout  had  supported  these  Rules. 
The  Rules  had  unquestionably  been 
successful,  but  at  the  same  time  they  had 
taken  something  away  from  private 
Members.  It  therefore  seemed  to  him 
that  something  was  due  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  private  Members  in  return, 
and  he  siiggested  that  that  might  take 
the  form  of  a  little  further  progress  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  in  the  direc- 
tion of  reforming  the  Rules  of  Procedure 
of  the  House.  There  was  one  way  in 
which,  without  disadvantage  to  ptf'olic 
business  and  with  very  great  advantage 
to  the  business  of  any  Government, 
some  equivalent  could  be  given  to  private 
Members,  and  that  was  to  make  some 
provision  for  the  continuance  of  Bills 
in  one  Session  at  the  stage  at  which  they 
were  left  in  the  preceding  Session. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  hoped  that  the 
time  which  the  Government  necessarily 
saved  l^  rules  of  this  kind  would  not  be 
used  to  pass  Bills  of  &  minor  character, 
to  which  strong  objection  was  taken, 
without  giving  some  return  to  the  gene- 
ral body  of  Members.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  Session  there  was  a  great  desire 
on  the  part  of  subordinate  Members  of 
the  Government  to  push  on  their  own 
schemes,  and  they  were  quite  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  the  indulgence  which 
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the  House  allowed  to  the  Government 
as  a  whole  by  rules  like  thiB.  He  and 
his  Friends  were  entitled,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  claim  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  use  their  power  and  in- 
fluence with  their  own  supporters  to 
prevent  those  Irish  Measures  to  which 
there  was  no  objection  being  blocked,  so 
that  Irish  representatives  should  not 
return  to  their  constituencies  emptj- 
handed. 

Sm  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) did  not  think  it  would  be  to 
the  genmd  advantage  that  Bills  should 
be  Uung  over  from  one  Session  to 
anothra:,  but  he  believed  it  would  be  a 
great  boon  to  private  M^bers  if  they 
were  allowed  to  ballot  on  Tuesdays  for 
Bills  or  Notices  of  Motion.  The  result 
would  be  that  many  valuable  Measures 
in  the  hands  of  private  Members  would 
have  some  chance  of  passing,  which  was 
almost  impossible  under  the  prraent 
Rules. 

■  Thb  first  lord  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY said  his  right  Hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  London 
had  made  a  su^eation  which  he  should, 
of  course  be  glad  to  consider,  although 
it  was  not  strictly  germane  to  the  rule 
they  were  now  discussing.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly the  fact  that  only  those  private 
Bills  that  were  not  only  uncontroversial, 
but  so  uncontroversial  that  no  kind  of 
opposition  existed  agaiilst  them,  had  any 
chance  of  passing,  and  he  was  afraid 
there  had  been  cases  such  as  those 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Lout^  in  which  Bills  that  were 
really  quite  unopposed  had  been,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  objected  to  at  12 
o'clock.  One  side  of  the  House  thought 
the  other  side  had  taken  an  unreasonable 
objection,  and  they  directly  retaliated 
by  taking  opposition  to  a  Bill  or  Bills, 
and  80  the  contest  went  on  to  the 
general  injury  of  all  concerned.  It  was 
inevitable  that  that  kind  of  vendetta 
should  be  pursued,  and  the  only  sug^;e»- 
tion  he  had  to  make  was  that  great  care 
should  be  taken  that  mere  arbitrary 
objectionB  should  not  be  taken  to  Mea- 
sures after  12  o'clock  at  night.  Before 
he  cfune  to  the  criticisnas  and  suggestions 
nearly  connected  with  the  Rules  before 
them  he  ought  to  notice  what  fell  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Dumfries.  When  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  si^i^sted  that  a 
Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy, 


Rule  Bhould  be  passed  to  carry  Bills  over 
from  one  Session  to  another  he  must 
have  recognised  the  fact  that  there  were 
no  body  of  gentlemen  in  the  House  who 
would  probably  more  object  to  that  than 
private  Members,  in  whose  interests  the 
change  was  proposed.    He  had  always 
thought  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  for  the  change  which  was  long  a^ 
advocated  at  great  length  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend   the  Memb«-  for 
Plymouth,  but  he  believed  it  would  be 
found  that  any  Government  who  sug- 
gested such  a  plan  would  meet  with  yery 
severe  opposition  from  the  first  persons 
whom  the  hon.  and  learned  Mouber  for 
Dumfries  desired  to  beaefit — namely,  the 
private  and  independent  Members  of  the 
House.    He  would  now  leave  these  sub- 
sidiary questions  and  come  to  what  was 
more  revelant  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  hon.  Mfflnbar  for  St.  Helens  (Mr. 
Seton-Karr)  backed  up  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary authority  of  th§  hon.  Member 
for  North  Islington  (Mr.  Bartley)  had 
raised  grave  objection  to  what  was  called 
the  time  limit,  which  was  part  of  the 
rule,  and  he  suggested  that  the  first  part 
of  the  rule  should  be  passed,  and  that 
referring  to  the  time  limit  left  out  This, 
it  was  thought,  would  be  the  better  ar- 
rangement.    But  his  hon.  Friend  must 
see  that  in  making  that  request  they 
were  asking  for  a  great  deal.    The  Gov- 
ernment in  laying  down  a  time  limit  did 
so  in  order  that  the  rule  should  not  be 
used  as  an  instrument  for  obstructing 
legislation ;  for  if  there  was  no  time 
limit— if  that  part  of  the  resolution  was 
deleted  they  might  find  th^selvee  in 
August  or  September  with  a  mass  of  the 
Supply  undisposed  of,  aad  the  time  beii^ 
occupied  in  delaying  legislation.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  "]    Thft^t,  he  thought,  woiud  be  a 
one-sided  bargain.    He  recognised  that 
the  present  or  any  other  Government 
might  be  driven  out  of  the  rule,  but  the 
consequence  of  this  would  be  that  they 
would  have  to  revert  to  the  old  system 
and  cram  Supply  into  the  late  days  of 
August  and  September.     They  would 
really  give  the  Government  more  power 
without  a  time  limit  than  with  one,  as 
they  could  not  force  the  hand  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  bring  on  Supply  at  their  de- 
sire, for  the  Government  could  easily  put 
off  Supply  by  Votes  on  account  until  the 
months  he  had  just  mentioned.  Of 
course  he  did  not  approve  of  that  course 
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— of  postponing  Supply  until  the  ^use 
had  partly  emptied  itself,  and  whm  hon. 
Members  were  too  exhausted  to  diacuHB 
any  difficult  question  fully.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  He  admitted,  therefore,  that 
the  rule  might  be  paaaed  without  a  time 
limit,  but  he  uiged  that  that  rule  aa  it 
stood  tied  the  hands  of  the  GoTemmeiit 
far  more  than  the  course  for  which  the 
hon.  Membar  for  Isbngton  contended, 
and  even  under  the  worse  management 
with  regard  to  Fridays  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  prevent  hon.  Members  from 
discussing,  week  by  week,  the  administra- 
tive shortcomings  of  the  Government. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington 
(Mr.  Lough)  had  remarked  that  he  would 
like  to  see  Totes  on  account  left  out  of 
the  rule.  He  doubted  whether  it  would 
be  wise  to  do  so,  but  before  definitely 
pronouncing  on  the  point  he  should  like 
to  see  how  the  nile  worked  for  another 
Session.  The  hon.  Member  seemed  to 
think  that  the  necessity  for  Votes  on  ac- 
count had  something  tq  do  with  the 
laxity,  or  bad  arran^emoita  of  the  Gov- 
ernmrat.  But  that  was  not  so.  All 
Governments  moat  take  Votes  on  account 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  no  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  or  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Treasury,  could  possibly 
avoid  the  necessity.  The  hon.  Memb«- 
for  St.  Helens,  referring  to  Tuesdays, 
had  said  with  perfect  truth,  that  ques- 
tions could  be  brought  on  and  discussed 
on  those  days  under  the  old  rule  which 
it  would  be  practically  impossible  to  dis- 
cuss on  Fridays  under  the  Estimates, 
and  lie  referred  to  discuaaions  on  Tues- 
days which  had  been  of  great  value,  and 
wUch  had  be«i  <»loulated  to  bear  fruit 
in  the  development  of  the  policy  of  the 
country.  Ttmt  was  true,  and  he  should 
be  desirous  to  preserve,  as  far  as  possible, 
a  reasonable  number  of  Tuesdays  for  the 
use  of  private  Members,  but  private 
Members,  as  far  as  his  experience  went, 
constantly  showed  their  appreciation  of 
this  privilege  by  having  an  early  count 
and  going  home  to  dinner.  [Laughter.] 
When  his  hon.  Friend  appealed  to  him 
that  no  Tuesdays  should  be  taken  before 
Whitsuntide  he  must  surely  have 
felt  that  he  was  making  a  request  to 
irhioh  neither  the  present,  nor  any  other 


Government  could  possibly  accede.  But 
the  Government  had  no  desire  to  take 
more  Tuesdays  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Last  Session  the  Government 
adhered  to  this  rule ;  Fridays  were  never 
interfered  with  except  in  respect  of  Gov- 
ernment Bills,  and  he  hoped  that  ex- 
periencb  would  be  repeated.  He  hoped 
that  under  no  provocation  would  the 
Government  be  induced  to  infringe  the 
rule  to  take  Supply  every  Friday  during 
the.  Session.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  While 
there  was  every  desire  to  preserve  Tue^ 
days  as  far  as  possible  for  private  Mem- 
bers, that  must  be  made  subordinate  to 
those  private  questions  in  which  not  only 
the  Government,  but  laige  numbers  of 
private  Members  were  interested.  His 
hon.  Friend  appeared  to  think  that  un- 
less private  Members  were  bringing  for- 
ward or  discussing  some  abstract  resolu- 
tion they  wore  no  better  than  blind  ani- 
mals, following  blindly  the  direction  of 
the  Government  or  the  Opposition  as  the 
case  might  be.  That  was  not  the  view 
he  took  of  the  functions  of  a  private 
.  Member.  He  was  for  many  years  a  pri- 
vate Member,  and  he  did  not  remember 
tb&t  he  ever  brought  forward  an  abs^ct 
resolution  on  a  Friday,  and  he  re- 
pudiated the  idea  that  during  those 
years  he  was  nothing  better  than  a  blind 
animal.  [Lauffkter.]  He  thought  it 
would  be  desirable  in  the  course  of  the 
present  Session  to  give  some  priority  to 
those  important  Votes  in  Supply,  which 
were  not  discussed  at  great  length  in  a 
previous  Session,  and  if  the  Hoiise  would 
consent  for  the  purposes  of  Supply  with- 
in reasonable  limits,  to  regard  two  or 
three  Sessions  as  on^  these  important 
Votes  which  had  not  been  adequately  dis- 
cussed in  a  previous  Session,  might,  in 
course  of  time  (receive  the  full  attention 
of  the  House.  [Checn.] 
*Sm  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) 
thought  that  after  a  BiU  had  passed  the 
Second  Reading  and  throi^h  the  Com- 
mittee stage,  no  ungle  private  Membw 
should  be  allowed  to  oppose  it  on  the 
Report  stage,  or  on  the  Third  Reading. 
This  was  the  practice  under  the  old  Half- 
past  Twelve  o'Clot^  Rule,  and  did  much 
to  focilitate  useful  legislation. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 
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SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee: — 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB,  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  the  Chair.] 

ABHT   SUPPLBUBNTART   B3TIMATB,  1896-7. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  ezceedini? 
£255,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  for  Capitation  Grantd  and  Miecel- 
laneouB  Charges  of  Volunteer  Cor^,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  dunng  tl.e  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1897."  ' 

Mr.  VESEY  KNOX  (Londonderry) 
moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £20,000, 
which  was  approximately  the  Irish  con- 
tribution to  that  sum.  He  took  this 
course  for  this  reason.  This  was  a  large 
Vote  for  the  physical  education  of  the 
English  people,  and  there  was  no  similar 
prorision  for  the  physical  education  of 
the  Irish  people.  This.  Vote  was  placed 
among  the  Army  Estimates,  but  they 
knew  that  that  was  not  a  correct  descrip- 
tion of  the  Vote.  From  the  military 
point  of  view,  no  one  could  seriously  con- 
tend that  the  Volunteers  were  a  great 
advantage  to  the  country. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN  op  WAYS  and 
MEANS  said  the  hon.  Member  would 
be  quite  out  of  order  in  discussing  the 
general  question  on  this  Vote.  The  hon. 
Member  must  strictly  confine  himself 
to  the  limits  of  the  items  of  the  Vote 
which  was  now  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  KNOX  said  he  saw  the  Vote  re- 
lated entirely  to  Volunteer  Corps.  These 
Volunteer  Corps  were  entirely  in  Great 
Britain.  There  was  not  a  single  Volun- 
teer Corps  in  Ireland,  and  he  took  objec- 
tion to  that  distribution  of  Imperial  ex- 
penditure. This  expenditure  was  con- 
fined solely  to  one  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN  op  WAYS  and 
MEANS  :  Order,  order !    That  argument 

is  applicable  to  the  original  Vote.  It 
does  not  apply  to  this  part.  The  hon. 
Member  must  confine  himself  strictly  to 
this  Supplementary  Estimate.  He  must 
not  discuss  the  general  principles  of 
Volunteers  Corps  or  whether  the  money 
applied  to  Volunteer  Corps  should  be 
applicable  to  Ireland  or  not.  It  does 
not  arise  on  this  Vote. 


Mb.  KNOX  said  he  should  postpone 
the  greater  part  of  his  remarks  until 
they  came  to  the  Army  Estimates.  On 
that  occasion  he  should  go  into  the  whole 
subject.  He  wished  merely  to  move,  as 
a  matter  of  protest,  the  reduction  of 
£20,000.  He  wished  to  ask  why  it  was 
that  this  extraordinaiy  course  was  taken 
every  year  in  succession,  of  presenting 
an  enormous  Supplementary  Estimate 
for  the  Volunteers.  He  wanted  to  know 
why  this  payment,  which  waa  really  made 
in  April,  should  not  be  included  in  the 
original  Estimate,  and  why  there  should 
be  an  entirely  fallacious  decrease  shown 
on  the  original  Estimate.  Surely  it  was 
known  that  the  Department  would  have 
to  propose  this  additional  sum  before  the 
close  of  the  financial  year?  It  was  a 
false  principle  to  proceed  on  the  basis 
of  first  bringing  in  an  estimate  which 
they  knew  would  not  do  them,  and  then 
bringing  in  thu  fresh  Estimate,  havii^ 
got  some  sort  of  apparent  credit  for 
having  kept  their  Army  Estimates  down. 
He  saw  nothing  in  the  items  of  this  Sup- 
plementary Estimate  which  could  not  in 
the  ordinary  comrse  have  been  foreseen  in 
the  original  Estimate  that  was  set  down 
by  the  Department.  The  present  course 
was  not,  in  a  financial  sense,  being  quite 
fair  with  the  House.  This  Supplemen- 
tary Estimate  was  vicious  in  principle, 
and  it  was  entirely  contrary  to  the  finan- 
cial principles  which  oi^ht  to  guide  that 
House.  It  was  not  right  to  cut  down  at 
the  beginning  of  the  yew  and  to  claim 
credit  on  a  ground  which  they  knew  was 
baseless,  and  on  these  grounds  he  moved 
to  reduce  the  Vote.  They  knew  it  was 
usually  done ;  they  knew  it  had  become 
customary,  and  he  would  like  to  ask  this 
simple  question — whether  it  is  contem- 
plated by  the  Government  to  make  thia 
an  exceptional  arrangement,  or  whether 
they  intended  to  repeat  it  year  by  year  f 

Sm  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield. 
Central)  said  he  desired  to  offer  hia 
hearty  thanks  to  the  GoTemment  for  the 
enormous  deal  they  had  done  for  the 
Volunteer  Force.  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  he  would  like  to  ask 
how  was  it  possible  for  the  Government 
to  foretell  what,  was  the  number  of  effi- 
cients in  the  Volunteer  year  before  that 
year  was  completed?  The  Volunteer 
year  only  ended  on  the  31  st  of  October, 
and  it  was  quite  impossible  for  the 
Department  to  tell  what  would  be  the 
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number  of  efficients  at  the  end  of  the 
Volunteer  year.  He  was  sure  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  delighted  to  see  the 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  efficients 
in  the  Volunteer  Force,  and  the  diminu- 
tion of  those  earning  the  third-class  grant. 
There  was  one  point  on  which  he  would 
like  to  aak  his  right  hon.  Friend  for  in- 
formation. That  had  refwenoe  to  the 
matter  of  Sei:geant-Major8  of  Volunteer 
Corps. 

Thb  chairman  op  ways  and 
MEANS  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  to 
discuss '  this  matter,  which  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Vote. 

Sm  HOWARD  VINCENT  submitted 
that  there  would  not  be  a  capitation 
grant  at  all  without  sergeantrmajors. 

Thh  CHAIRMAN  of  WAYS  and 
MEANS  said  it  was  not  the  capitation 
grant  that  came  under  discussion}  only 
the  Supplementary  grant. 

Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  said  he 
would  not  trespass  further  on  the  time 
of  the  Committee ;  he  simply  gave  this 
indication  of  the  desirability  of  giving 
attention  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  lough  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  his  reply  not  to  confine  him- 
self to  meeting  the  argument  advanceJ 
on  behalf  of  Ireland,  but  to  give  some 
explanation  of  what  this  increase  of  the 
capitation  grant  meant.  If  it  was  to 
provide  more  efficiently  for  the  Volun- 
teers in  order  that  they  might  be  an  eco- 
nomic substitute-  for  the  army,  then  he 
would  be  very  glad  to  hear  it.  He  would 
far  rather  vote  for  better  provision  for 
the  Volunteers  than  add  to  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  regular  army. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  there  was  one  Item  in  the  Vote  he 
did  not  quite  understand,  and  it  seemed 
to  him  to  be  original,  and,  if  so,  it  raised 
a  question  of  principle,  and  that  was  the 
additional  capitation  allowance  for  en- 
gineers efficient  in  submarine  mining. 
As  this  stood,  it  would  seem  to  be,  not 
a  continuation  of  the  original  Vote,  but 
a  new  additional  grant.  AH  the  other 
portions  of  the  Estimate  were  continua- 
tions of  the  original  Vote,  but  vnth  re- 
gard to  this  item,  as  it  was  described,  it 
looked  as  if  it  were  not  in  the  same 
category.  He  only  wished  to  know 
whether  any  new  method  was  to  bo 
adopted  for  promoting  efficiency  of  engi- 
neers in  submarine  mining.  His  own 
idea  was  that  this  duty  ought  not  to  be 

VOL.  XL7.  [rouBTH  bbiuss.] 


confined,  to  engineers,  but  should  be  en- 
trusted to  sailors.  Did  this  involve  a 
new  grant? 

*Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  op  STATE 
FOB  WAR  (Mr.  Bkodbick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) said  he  thoii^ht,  perhaps,  the  de- 
scription was  not  the  best  that  could  have 
been  chosen.  The  intention  was  that  it 
should  be  a  special  allowance  for  efficiency 
in  submarine  mining.  The  fact  was,  engi- 
neers had  to  spend  considerable  extra 
time  to  make  themselves  efficient,  and 
had  greater  wear  and  tear  of  clothing 
than  other  Volunteers,  and  in  conse- 
quence it  was  found  extremely  desirable 
at  the  ports  to  offer  inducements  to 
Volunteers  to  enter  this  particular  ser- 
vice, and  about  ten  years  ago  the  War 
Office  offered  this  special  capitation 
allowance,  enabling  these  corps  to  be 
kept  up.  His  hon.  Friend,  who  was  con- 
tinually taking  the  Navy  mider  his 
charge,  thought  that  sailors  would  do  the 
work  better,  and  he  could  inform  him 
that  sailors  did  undertake  the  work  at 
some  ports,  and  did  it  verj-  well.  As  to 
the  general  criticisms  offered  by  the  hoii. 
Gentleman  opposite,  there  was  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  that  evasion  the  hon. 
Member  nssumet!  there  was  in  presenting 
these  Supplementary  Estimates.  The. 
fact  was,  that  last  year  about  this  time 
the  Government  asked  Farliiunent  to 
give  the  whole  capitation  grant  to  the 
Volunteers,  in  order  to  bring  up  to  date 
payments  they  considered,  in  some  cases, 
remained  in  orrear,  and  such,  according 
to  the  War  Department's  view,  were 
made  in  advance.  The  hon.  Member  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Volunteers  began 
their  year  with  the  financial  year,  but  the 
Volunteer  year  began  in  November,  and 
consequently  in  paying  them  in  April 
they  were  paid  when  five  months  of  the 
year  had  run,  and  some  of  the  officers 
said  they  were  paid  only  half  way 
tiirougK  the  year.  For  this  reason,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  assenting, 
and  it  being  convenient,  public  funds  per- 
mitting, the  advances  were  made  at  a 
rather  earlier  period  this  year  than  in 
other  years.  There  was  no  fetish  about 
the  Ist  of  April,  and  this  was  done  in  the 
present  year  because  it  was  convenient 
to  public  funds,  and  there  were  econo- 
mies also  allowing  it,  and  so  it  was 
arrange  1  the  payments  should  be  made 
in  January  and  February.  It  was,  he 
understood,  convenient  to  the  Volunteers, 

Digitized  by  Google 


847 


Mililai't/  Works 


{COMMONS  J 


84r> 


and  there  was  do  reason  whatever  why 
it  should  be  withheld  until  the  month  of 
April. 

Mr.  KNOX  said  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  met  the  pdiiit  raised. 
He  could  not  see  any  reason  why  this 
should  not  have  been  estimated  at  the 
time  the  original  Estimates  were  drafted. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite, 
who  invited  him  to  join  his  regiment, ' 
took  the  ground  that  it  was  impossiblol 
to  foretell  how  many  Volunteers  there ! 
might  be  to  come  in  for  these  grants  for  | 
efficiency,  hut  he  did  not  understand  it 
was  the  view  of  the  War  Office  that  there : 
was  this  extraordinary  fluctuation  in  the 
Volunteer  force.    Their  point  was,  that 
certain  capitation  grants  were  due  on 
April  1,  and  they  asked  Parliament  to 
allow  them  to  adopt  the  course  of  paying 
them  in  the  same  year  before  April  1. 
That  was  a  bad  principle.    If  the  Volun- 
teers ought  to  get  payment  in  February 
before  it  was  absolutely  due,  then  this 
ought  to  be  done  every  year.  The 
Volunteers  were  not  more  hard-up  this 
than    another   year.     Naturally  they 
wanted  it  every  year,  and  if  there  was  a  { 
good  reason  for  it  then  the  payment 
should  be  made  in  advance  every  year.  1 
What  would  happen  if  this  were  not  paid  ' 
now,  but  allowe  1  to  go  over?     The  pay- ' 
ment  would  come  into  the  new  Estimates 
for  a  new  year,  and  probably  at  the  end  ' 
of  that  year  there  would  be  another  pay-  ' 
uient  to  meet  because  it  was  convenient,  \ 
and  working  out  this  it  would  be  found 
that  the  Volunteer  Estimate  for  one  year 
might  be  double  what  it  was  the  year 
before.    He  did  not  suppose  that  would 
be  done,  for  it  was  perfectly  clear  that 
it  the  Treasury  adopted  the  principle  of 
allowing  payments  to  be  made  in  ad- 
vance they  must  follow  it  out  every  year, 
or  there  would  be  loud  complaints  from 
Volunteers  of  going  back  on  the  arrange- 
ment.   It  must  have  been  known  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  that  this  would 
have  to  be  paid  out  before  April,  and 
therefore  provision   should  have  been 
made  for  it  in  the  Estimates. 

Mb.  J.  G.  WEIK  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  | 
was  not  at  all  satisfied,  and  did  not  think  ! 
that  a  satisfactory  reason  had  been  given  j 
for  not  inclufling  this  in  the  original 
Estimates.  lie  was  quite  sure  that  if  a  i 
board  of  directors  in  a  commercial  enter-  ' 
prise  were  to  make  such  a  blunder  in  an  j 
original  estimate  they  would  be  bundled  ' 
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out  of  office  by  the  shareholders.  Why 
did  not  tiie  War  Department  conduct  its 
affairs  in  a  businesslike  wayl 

Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing .£235,300,  be  granted  for  the  said 
Servica" 

The  House  divided  :  — Ayes,  23 Noes, 
1 27.— (Division  List,  No.  8.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Kesolntion  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 


PUBUC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Second  Readii^  defored  till  Monday 

next. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 
(REPORTS  OF   MONEY  COMMITTEES). 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY moved:  — 

"That  the  Proceedings  on  the  Reports  irf 
the  Committees  of  Sujiply  and  Wa^  and 
Means  and  oth^  Committeea  authorising  the 
expenditure  of  Public  Money  may  be  entered 
upon  at  any  hour  though  opposed,  and  shall 
not  be  interrupted  under  tlie  provisions  of  any 
Standing  Order  regulating  the  Sittings  of  toe 
House,  except  of  Standing  Order  No.  5." 


MIUTARY  WORKS  (MONEY). 
Considered  in  Committee :  — 

[Ckairuan  of  Wats  and  Means  in  the 

Chair.] 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  moved:  — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  isne. 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  any  soms  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  £5,458,000,  for  the  ex- 
pen^  of  certain  Military  Works  and  otber 
Military  Ser%-ices,  and  to  authorise  the  Trea- 
sury to  borrow  hy  means  of  terminable  annui- 
ties, payable  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament  for  Army  Services,  and,  if  those 
moneyH  are  insufficient,  out  of  the  Consoli- 
date<l  Fund,  such  sums  as  may  be  required 
for  the  purjioae  of  providing  money  for  the 
ixsue  of  the  above-inentiuQed  sunt  of  £5,458,000 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  or  tiie  rniav- 
ment  to  that  Fund  of  all  or  any  part  of  the 
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sum  BO  issued,  and  also  to  anUiorise  the  appli- 
cation of  tfae  SurploB  of  Income  above  Expen- 
diture for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1897,  towards  paying  any  soms  autho- 
rised to  be  issued  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
for  MiUtaiy  Worii:^" 

He   said  :     I  rise  to  renew  the  Motion 
made  in  this  House  in  June  last.  On 
that  occasion  I  briefly  explained  to 
the  House  the  reasons  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  GoTenunent,  made  it 
ueceaaary  to  ask  Parliament  to  under- 
take certain  urgent  military  serviceB  l-y 
loan.    The  House  may,  perhaps,  desire 
that  I  should  justify  the  proposal  to 
proceed  in  this   manner   rather  than 
throxigh  the  medium  of  the  annual  Esti- 
mates, and  it  is  desirable,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  may  not  have  the  past 
history  of  this  matter  in  their  recoUeo- 
tion,  to  remind  the  Committee  that  the 
services  proposed  to  be  undertaken  are 
such  as  it  has  been  customary  for  the 
last   50  years  to  undntake  out  of 
capital    imoneys    and .  not    out  of 
aimual  Estimates.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  In 
1854-6,  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
War,  a  sum  of  £860,000  was  spent  on 
building   large   camps    for   the  extra 
soldiers  then  under  arms.      In  I860 
Lord  Palmerston  and  succeeding  Minis- 
ters applied  to  Parliament  for  loans 
amounting  to  a  sum  of  £7,460,000  in 
respect  of  forts  and  other  defences  round 
the   coast.    lu   1872,   Lord  Cardwell 
carried  out  the  Localisation  of  the  Forces 
by  an  Act,  under  which  £3,500,000  of 
capital  money  had  been  spent.    In  1888, 
Mr.  Stanhope,  by  the  Imperial  Defence 
Act,  obtained  £2,600,000  for  the  forti- 
fication of  our  Military  Ports  and  Coaling 
Stations.    In  1890  a  sum  of  £4,100,000 
was  granted  for  the  reconstruction  of 
biuracks,  in  consequence  of  the  repre- 
sentatives    before     Lord  Randolph 
Chun:hiII*s  Committee  that  the  condition 
of  some  of  our  barracks  was  a  disgrace 
to  the  British  nation.   This  last  loan, 
J  should  mention,  differed  from  those 
which  preceded  it,  in  that  it  was  repay- 
able, and  is  being  repaid,  by  annual  in- 
stalments chained  on  the  Army  Esti- 
mates.   It  is  in  pursuance  of  the  policy 
accepted  by  Parliament  in  relation  to 
the  loans  of  1888  and  1890  that  we  are 
now  forced  to  come  to  Parliament  again. 
There  was  no  pretence  at  the  time — as 
any  reference  to  Mr.  Stanhope's  state- 
ment  will  show — that  the  loans  then 


granted  represented  a  final  or  complete 
treatment  of  the  services  for  which  pro- 
vision was  asked.  On  the  contrary,  Mr. 
Stanhope,  in  introducing  the  Bill  of 
1888,  spoke  as  follows:  — 

"It  will  be  Mly  understood  that  the 
scheme  now  submitted  does  not  nretend  to  be 
an  exhaustive  one,  or  to  complete  alt  the 
didtences  which  the  MiUtaiy  Authorities  think 
necessary  and  desire  to  see  earned  out.  What 
it  does  aim  at  is  to  cany  out  in  the  next  three 
yean,  or  in  other  words,  as  quickly  aa  possible, 
all  the  most  urgent  of  these  defences. 

He  said :  I  rise  to  renew  the  Motion 
asked  for  by  the  Military  Authorities 
amounted  to  £9,000,000  ;  Lord  Randolph 
Churchiirs  Committee  vouched  for  the 
necessity  of  the  sen'ice  ;  and  tiiiB  amount 
voted  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  1890 
was  £4,100,000.  We  are  thus  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  difficulty  which  we 
are  asking  Parliament  to  enable  us  to 
meet.  Loans  have  been  gnmted  for  the 
more  urgent  fortifications  which  could 
be  carried  out  in  three  years,  and  for 
the  barracks  which  it  was  estimated  could 
be  erected  in  five  years.  Those  loans 
are  now  exhausted,  and  we  are  obliged  to 
come  to  Parliament  again.  In  the  face 
of  the  abov&-named  precedents,  I  do  noc 
know  whether  any  question  will  be 
raised  as  to  the  course  we  propose  to 
take  of  proceeding  loan.  The  ad- 
vantages of  this  course  are  so  over- 
whelming that  it  is  not  astonishing  that 
Parliament  has  sanctioned  it  again  and 
again.  It  is  obvious  in  all  matters  con- 
nected with  fortification  or  the  renewal 
of  barracks,  that  it  is  unwise  and  un- 
economical to  proceed  haphazard.  A 
recognised  scheme  must  be  drawn  out. 
["Hear,  hear!"j  Contracts  must  be 
entered  into,  and  work  proceeded  with 
regularly  from  month  to  month.  This 
is  exceedingly  difficult  under  aimual  Esti- 
mates. Mon^  may  be  available 
in  one  year,  and  not  in  anotho:,  which 
causes  postponem^t  and  delay.  Even 
when  money  is  available,  no  contract  can 
be  made  for  a  fresh  work  till  the  Vote 
is  passed  by  Parliament — an  evait  fre- 
quently delayed  till  the  best  building 
months  of  the  year  are  gone.  When 
money  has  been  voted  and  the  building 
commenced,  a  long  frost  in  the  wint^ 
may  upset  all  calculations,  and  pwhaps 
reduce  the  expenditure  in  the  financial 
year  by  one-third,  which  money  returns 
to  the  Exchequer,  and  the  funds  have> 
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in  the  foUowing  financial  year,  to  be  re- 
voted,  this  course  pOBsibly  necessitating 
fresh,  taxation  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Eixchequer,  whose  proTiBion  for  this 
servic©  in  the  precedii^  year  has  been 
torn  tcom  him  by  the  ruthless  clutches 
of  the  National  Debt  Conimissiona-s. 
\Laughter.'\  If  we  proceed  by  loan,  all 
these  inconveniences  are  avoided.  More- 
over, I  submit  that  this  process  opens 
the  most  convenient  channel  for  Parliar 
mentary  criticism.  A  scheme  can  be 
put  forward  as  a  whole ;  it  can  be  dis- 
cussed, modified,  or  rejected.  Whatever 
is  approved  can  then  be  carried  out  in 
the  promptest  and  most  economical 
manner.  The  Resolution  to  which  we 
ask  the  Committee  to  assent  is  to  the 
expenditure  of  £5,458,000.  Of  this 
sum  £1,120,000,  or  about  one  quarter, 
relates  to  services  in  which  the  Navy  has 
an  equal  interest,  with  the  Army,  if  not 
a  primary  interest.  I  do  not  refer  to 
the  cost  of  guns  or  ammunition,  which, 
being  of  a  less  pernuuient  nature  than 
the  works,  will  be  provided  on  annual 
Estimates.  We  have  four  classes  of  ports 
for  which  defence  has  been  authorised 
by  Parliament  in  the  past.  We  have 
military  ports,  and  naval  bases  at  home 
of  the  type  of  Portsmouth,  Plymouth, 
and  Cork.  We  have  to  defend  mercan- 
tile harbours,  such  as  the  Clyde,  Forth, 
Dublin,  Belfast,  and  the  Bristol  Channel. 
We  have  Gibraltar,  Malta,  and  other 
fortresses  abroad ;  and  we  have  coaling 
stations  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  which 
thoi^h  fortified  and  manned  \fy  the 
Army,  are  maintained  for  the  service  of 
the  Navy.  The  additions  which  are  now 
proposed  to  the  defence  of  these  ports 
are  due  to  two  main  causes.  The  first 
of  these  being  the  provision  of  works  for 
medium  and  quick-firing  armament, 
which  has  not  hitherto  been  supplied, 
and  the  defences  against  torpedo-boat 
attack  at  our  naval  bases  which  has  been 
strongly  ui^^  by  the  Admiralty.  The 
second  is  tlutt  the  large  Admiralty  works 
contemplated  at  Gibraltar  have  made  it 
necessary  further  to  strengthen  the  arma- 
ment at  that  fortress,  while  the  develop- 
ment of  foreifjn  power  in  the  seas  to  the 
cast  of  tho  Cape,  make  it  incumbent  on 
UH  to  secure  our  ports  in  those  seas 
a^'aiiist  such  an  attack  as  could  be  made 
Upon  them.    ["Hear,  heart"]    So  far 

Mr,  Brodrick, 


we  are  askii^  Parliament  for  nothing 
except  to  make  good  a  policy  which  it 
has  already  sanctioned.  But  we  have 
been  obligeid,  under  urgent  pressure  from 
the  Admiralty,  to  consider  the  fortifi- 
cation of  four  harbours  at  home,  to 
enable  trading  ships  to  find  protection 
on  reaching  our  shores  in  the  event  of 
war,  and  to  enable  Hot  Majesty's  fleet 
to  act  with  greater  freedom  and  activity 
in  the  Atlantic.  These  four  harbours 
selected  for  their  naval  tactical  character 
are  Berehaven,  Lough  Swilly,  Falmouth, 
and  Scilly.  Now,  before  I  justify  these 
proposals,  I  ought  to  make  it  clear  to 
the  Committee  how  these  questions, 
which  involve  more  than  one  of  our  two 
great  services,  are  dealt  with.  Any  ques- 
tion of  defence  or  of  combined  attack 
which  arises  at  the  Admiralty  or  the 
War  Ofl&ce  is  referred  for  consideration 
to  the  Joint  Naval  and  Military  Com- 
mittee on  Defence,  on  which  the  Senior 
Naval  Lords  and  two  other  Naval  Hem- 
b^  represent  the  Admiralty,  while  the 
Army  is  represented  by  the  Adjutant 
General,  the  Inspector  General  of  Forti- 
fications, and  the  Inspects  General  of 
Ordnance.  Their  conclusions  are  con- 
sidered by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
who  either  decide  the  question  or,  if  its 
importance  warrants  it,  as  in  the  present 
instance,  bring  it  before  the  Cabinet 
Committee,  presided  over  by  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council,  at  which  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Soiior 
Naval  Lord  are  present,  lliis  system 
has  worked  with  great  harmony  and 
smoothness,  and  the  House  may  rest 
assured  that  the  proposals  now  sub- 
mitted are  founded  on  the  best  expert 
opinion,  reviewed  not  only  in  principle, 
but  in  detail  by  the  Cabinet  Committee. 
The  addition  of  quick-firing  guns  to  the 
defences,  and  the  further  provision  neces- 
sary against  torpedo  attack  were  put 
forward  after  exhaustive  inquiry  by  the 
Joint  Naval  and  Military  Committee  in 
1892  and  1894,  and  the  Government 
included  them  in  this  Bill  when  it  was 
proposed  to  introduce  it  last  yecur,  be- 
cause they  felt  that,  with  due  considersr 
tion  to  the  safety  of  the  ports  affected, 
they  could  no  longer  be  ddayed.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1  "j  With  regard  to  the  mercantile 
strategic  porta  named  above,  the  Naval 
and  Military  Coniniitteo  were  unanimous 
iu  attachiug  a  just  iuiiwrtance  to  the 
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defence  of  these  strategic  naval  poHitions. 
They  reported  in  these  words :  — 

"  Bereliaven  and  Lough  Svilly  are  natural 
harbours  admirably  aitiMted  as  strategic  bar- 
bouTB  on  the  verge  of  the  open  ocean.  If 
defended  they  would  not  only  afford  a  very 
considerable  safeguard  to  our  trade  and  com- 
merce, but  would  enable  Her  Majesty's  Fleet 
and  shipq  to  act  with  greater  feBcdom  and 
activity,  confident  in  the  existence  of  a  coal 
supply  at  the  very  points  where  it  would  be 
wanted  by  vessels  covering  our  trade  and  acting 
•ipunst  hostile  squadrons  in  the  Atlantic. 
With  the  resources  of  these  ports  available, 
our  ships  would  be  able  to  chase  further  and 
would  be  placed  at  an  advantage  as  to  coal 
endurance  compared  with  the  ships  of  any 
nation  to  which  we  may  be  opposed.  It  ia 
certain  that  the  waters  to  the  south  and  west 
of  Ireland  will  receive  much  attention  from  an 
enemv  seeking  to  injure  our  trade.  Berehaven 
would  save  180  miles  of  coal  distance  to  Her 
Majesty's  vessels  cruising  in  the  Atlantic. 
Lough  Swilly  is  a  most  important  point,  espe- 
cially for  the  American  trade,  which  would  in 
case  of  war  pass  round  to  the  north  of  Irels^. 
Falmouth  is  required  for  a  dispatch  station. 
The  Scilly  laleS,  connected  as  they  are  by  tele- 
graph with  England,  form  a  most  important 
signal  station.  With  a  coal  supply  available  at 
this  spot,  a  fleet  coveiing  the  channel  could 
be  kept  coaled  up  ready  at  all  times  to  chase 
in  full  tttengdi. 

Nothing  that  could  be  said  from  this 
Bench  would  add  anything  to  the  com- 
bined and  deliberate  opinions  of  our 
Naval  Advisers  on  these  points,  but  1 
would  beg  the  Committee  to  notice  that 
the  Bum  it  is  proposed  to  vote  to  com- 
plete the  defence  of  these  ports  and 
coaling  stations  all  over  the  world  will 
not  in  all  absorb  more  than  the  price  of 
a  single  ironclad  or  than  that  of  any  two 
of  iba  great  Atlantic  liners,  which  for  the 
lack  of  a  single  one  of  these  protected 
harbours  might  become  a  prey  to  an 
enemy's  cruiser  on  the  outbreak  of  war. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The  second  heading  of 
the  Schedule,  and  pecuniarily  the  largest, 
is  that  for  barracks  and  completion  of 
large  camps,  on  which  we  ask  Parliament 
for  .£2,989,000.  I  do  not  propose  to 
detain  the  Committee  long  on  this  head, 
because  the  question  is  one  which  is 
familiar  to  the  House  and  to  the  country. 
In  1889  £9,000,000  were  pressed  upon 
UB  by  the  Military  Authorities  to  meet 
the  necessary  amendments  of  barrack 
accommodation,  and  £4,100,000  was 
voted  as  immediately  urgent.  If  I  am 
asked  to  state  why  .£9,000,000  were  re- 
quired, the  answer  is  that  for  the  first 
two-thirds  of  this  century  the  housing  of 


the  troops  was  greatly  neglected,  that 
there  has  been  a.  great  advance  of  sani- 
tary science  in  the  last  few  years,  and  a 
general  rise  of  the  standard  of  accom- 
modation for  all  classes  of  the  popula- 
tion. ["Hear,  hear!"J  Moreover,  there 
is  a  continuous  and  healthy  pressure 
from  this  House  that  the  Army,  for  the 
benefit  of  recruiting;  and  for  the  credit 
of  the  coimtry  hhould  be  properly 
housed.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The  sum  now 
proposed  is  necessary,  first,  to  complete 
the  replacing  of  womout  and  unsanitary 
wooden  huts  at  Aldorshot,  the  Curragh, 
Colchester,  and  Shomcliffe.  These  were 
originally  built  to  last  20  years,  and  al- 
though those  erected  at  the  time  of  the 
Crimean  War  were  dealt  with  in  1890, 
those  erected  between  1855  and  1875 
have  far  outrun  their  span  of  existence, 
and  are  most  costly  to  maintain  in  re- 
pair. Next  we  have  to  provide  for  the 
increased  garrisons  at  fortresses  and 
coaling  stations  abroad,  which  have  been 
press^  upon  us  by  the  Colonial  Defence 
Committee  or  by  the  increases  of  garri- 
son under  successive  Governments.  We 
have  also  to  build  a  cavalry  barrack  in 
Ireland,  in  place  of  Island  Bridge  Bar- 
racks, from  which  the  troops  have  had 
to  be  withdrawn  owing  to  typhoid  fever ; 
we  have  a  Military  hospital  to  build  in 
London ;  we  have  to  replace  the  bar- 
racks destroyed  by  fire  at  Winchester ; 
and  we  propose  to  erect  a  large  number 
of  married  quarters  at  various  stations, 
in  order  to  obviate  the  inconveniences 
which  fall  on  a  cIom  on  whom  Military 
service  often  presses  hardly.  The  de- 
tails of  the  proposed  expenditure  under 
the  head  of  Barracks  will,  as  in  1890,  be 
laid  before  the  House  in  a  schedule.  So 
far  I  have  been  dealing  with  undertak- 
ings for  which  we  have  already  re- 
ceived the  authority  of  the  House. 
I  come  now  to  the  last  head  of  the 
Loan — £1,149,000,  the  main  items  of 
which  represent  proposals  of  a  novel 
character.  To  theae  proposals  I  b^  the 
special  attention  of  the  Committee.  We 
have,  however,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
complete  the  urangemrats  for  mobilisa- 
tion for  the  defence  of  London,  for  which 
sums  have  been  taken  in  the  annual 
Estimates.  The  principle  on  which 
our  troops  will  be  ouployed  for 
d^ence  in  case  of  invasion  was  drawn 
out  ten  years  ago  by  the  most  eminoit 
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soldiers  of  the  day,  and  vas  then  ap- 
proved by  the  Govmimcnt.  The  points 
at  which  the  various  army  corps  will  be 
stationed  for  the  immediate  attack  of  an 
invading  force  have  been  clearly  laid 
down.  But  it  has  been  held  that,  apart 
from  the  Mobile  Army  and  the  recognised 
garrisons,  London  must  be  surrounded 
by  defensive  positions  strongly  held  and 
fortified  with  artillery,  as  a  second  line 
of  defence.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "]  By  this 
means  alone  can.  the  field  army  be  given 
absolute  freedom  of  movement,  and  have 
the  security  that  a  light  column  striking 
at  London  from  some  other  point  of  the 
coast  will  meet  with  determined  re- 
sistance. ["Hear,  hear!"]  These  posi- 
tions therefore  have,  after  an  exhaustive 
survey,  been  selected  by  trained  officers, 
and  approved  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief  and  Adjutant  General.  Since  1888, 
by  suecesBive  votes  of  Parliament,  13  of 
these  centres  hare  been  acquired  ;  store- 
houses have  been  erected  on  several  of 
them,  and  works  commenced.  The  scheme, 
therefore,  is  in  full  working,  and  the  ex- 
penditure hitherto  has  been  about 
£68,000.  A  further  sura  of  £96,000  is 
required  mainly  to  complete  the  store- 
houses and  the  access  to  the  works.  The 
objects  attained  will  be  recognised 
every  Member  of  the  House.  Sites  hare 
been  chosen  deliberately  instead  of  hur- 
riedly ;  concentration  at  these  sites  has 
been  worked  out;  the  storehouses  will 
contain  the  ammunition  and  en- 
trenching tools  assigned  to  the  lines 
of  entrenchments  to  be  manned, 
and  we  shall  thus  carry  further  the  de- 
centralisation of  stores.  Ten  years  ago 
the  stores  were  all  concentrated  at  Wool- 
wich ;  and  it  was  estimated  that  it  would 
have  then  taken  six  weeks  to  distribute 
the  stores  in  the  event  of  war.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  more  easy  and  expeditious 
distribution  of  stores,  we  shall  moreover 
have  the  very  large  forces  ass^ed  to 
these  positions  so  placed  as  to  be  avail- 
able within  a  few  hours,  to  be  drawn  for- 
ward to  support  the  field  army  in  any 
place  where  additional  numbers  are  re- 
quired. ["Hear,  hear!"]  Even  at  a 
distance  of  nearly  a  century  it  may  be 
worth  quoting  the  opinion  given  by  the 
Emperor  Napolwn  as  to  the  value  of  for- 
^fr.  Brodriek. 
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tified  positions,  especially  in  tha  case  of 
the  less  highly  trained  troops :  — 

"  At  tlie  time  of  great  national  disaster* 
Kmpires  frequently  stand  in  need  of  soldier*; 
but  men  are  never  wanting  for  internal  defence, 
if  a  place  be  provided  wlwre  their  enei^es  can 
be  tnonght  into  action.  60,000  National 
guards,  with  9,C00  gunners,  will  defend  a  forti- 
fied capitalagaiuBtananayofSOO.OOOm^  The 
same  50,000  in  the  open  field,  if  tbey  are  not 
experienced  soldiers,  commanded  bv  skilled 
omcen,  will  be  tiirown  into  coofiuion  oy  a  few 
thousand  horse." 

The  last,  but  not  the  least  pressing  of 
our  requirements  which  I  have  to  bring 
forward  is  the  provision  for  the  training 
of  the  troops  by  means  of  ranges  and 
of  manoeuvres.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  The 
question  of  ranges  in  this  densely  popu- 
lated country  is  becoming  yearly  more 
difficult.  ["Hear,  hear I"J  We  have  to 
find  means  for  Corps  of  the  Regular 
Army,  of  Militia,  and  of  Volunteers,  to 
shoot  every  year.  We  could  not  of 
course  underlie  to  provide  ranges  in 
eveiy  county  or  for  isolated  compaoio. 
But  our  proposal  is  to  expend  a  sum  of 
£500,000  in  setting  up  ranges  at  various 
centres  throughout  the  coxmtry — with,  it 
is  hoped,  camping  grounds  attached  to 
them — at  which  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Officer  Commanding  to  see  that 
every  description  of  troops  has  the  oppor- 
tunity of  firing  during  the  year.  ["  Hear, 
hear !"]  I  am  sure  the  Committee  -will 
agree  that  that  is  the  only  way  in  which 
we  can  meet  this  great  nation^  dilemma 
in  regard  to  the  provision  of  ranges. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  I  cannot,  of  course, 
indicate  localities,  but  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  cheapness  and  ease  of  access 
will  be  the  primary  considerations.  The 
Military  Authorities  have  also  pressed 
upon  the  Government  a  further  step 
which,  subject  to  the  assent  of  Parlia- 
ment, we  propose  to  take  without  delay. 
The  difiiculty  experienced  in  training  the 
troops  owing  to  the  absence  of 
manoeuvres  was  brought  before  the 
House  last  year.  We  have  in  all  400,000 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  mobile  artillery  in 
this  country.  In  case  of  war  a  General 
would  have  to  handle  at  least  100,000 
men.  But  there  is  no  ground  at  present 
in  this  country  where  a  General  can 
learn  the  tactical  command  of  more  than 
10,000  men.  We  are  therefore  asking 
our  Generals  to  go  into  action,  each  with 
one  of  his  arms  tied  behind  his  back — 
["hear,  hear  I"}— and  the  fact  that  the 
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House  uf  Commons  did  not  see  its  way 
last  year  to  pass  the  Military  ManoQurreB 
Bill  has  rendered  it  more  iiecessaiy  that 
we  should  take  steps  to  rescue  our  troops 
from  their  present  hampered  position  as 
ref^ards  effective  manoeuvring.  ["  Hear, 
hear  !"J  llepresentations  on  this  subject 
have  been  showered  upon  us  by  the 
Military  Authorities.  Lord  Wolseley,  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  writes  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War : — 

"  The  regiments  drill  well  and  march  past 
admirably,  Dat  neither  the  Qenerals,  the  Staff, 
nor  tber^imental  officers  are  SB  well  instructed 
in  the  practical  side  of  a  soldiei'a  training  as 
they  should  be.  Our  best  ofEcerB  know  the 
theory  well,  bat  are  sadly  in  want  of  ezperi- 
eace  in  practimng  what  they  have  learned 
from  books.  That  experience  they  cannot 
obtain  under  existing  circumstances  in  England, 
and  I  can  see  no  prospect  of  their  being  as 
efficient  as  the  nation  expects  them  to  be  until 
they  are  annually  given  an  opportunity  of 
learning  their  work  practically  over  a  suffi- 
dently  wide  extent  of  country.  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  impress  on  your  Lordship,  once  more, 
the  urgent  necessity  of  purchasing  a  large 
and  stimcient  manceuvring  area  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  borne  Army  in  the  art  and  method 
of  war." 

Lord  Roberts,  than  whom  there  is  no 
officer  who  has  had  p^reater  experience  in 
India,  and  who  is  now  Commander  of 
the  Forces  in  Ireland,  writes  in  a  similar 
strain  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  in- 
structing the  troops  in  manoeuvring. 
Sir  Evelyn  Wood,  Quartermaster 
General,  writes  of  the  difficulty  at 
present  of  training  the  Transport  Ser- 
Tice,  which  is  not  ihd  least  impor- 
tant of  the  sOTvices  of  the  Army. 
He  says  that  extended  manoeuvres  are 
absolutely  necessary  if  transport  is  to  be 
trained.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  who 
commanded  the  manoeuvres  this  year  at 
Aldershot,  reported  to  the  War  Office 
that  the  space  available  at  Aldershot  in 
August  was  such  that  manoeuvres  were 
impossible,  and  that  only  tactical  in- 
Btniction  could  be  given.  Finally,  I 
quote  the  opinion  of  G«ia*al  Lu<^  In- 
B|>ector4j«iwal  of  Cavalry,  who  has  had 
immense  experi^ce  in  the  handling  of 
cavalry,  which  no  man  in  Europe  or  Asia 
understands  better  than  he.  Genonl 
Luck  says: — 

"Nowhere  in  the  United  Kingdom  where 
Cavalry  are  quartered  is  it  possible  to  even 
drill  a  'Cavalry  division ;  to  manceuvre  one  is 
quite  oat  of  the  questwn.    At  Aldershot  and 
toe  Cmragh  there  is  barely  room  to  drill  a 


weak  Brigade ;  no  room  to  manotuvre  one.  At 
none  uf  the  other  stAtions  is  tliere  even  room 
to  practise  a  Begiment  so  as  to  fit  it  to  take 
part  in  ft  Brigade.  To  send  a  large  force  of 
Cavalry  on  a  caiujjaign  under  inexperienced 
officers  would  be  nni^y  courting  disaster." 

Lord  Lansdowne,  with  these  opinions 
before  him,  felt  that  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible to  take  the  responsibility  of  ignoring 
these  demands.  Wo '  feel  the  necessity 
of  holding  from  time  to  time  such  large 
manoeuvres  as  those  for  which  we  asked 
for  a  Bill  last  year.  But  we  hold, 
beyond  this,  that  we  ought  at  all  times 
to  be  able  to  manoeuvre  our  cavaby,  and 
to  give  a  reasonable  force  of  infantry  an 
opportunity  of  training.  Having  r^ard 
to  the  fact  that  at  Aldershot  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  the  vcdue  of  land  since 
our  occupation  of  it  has  gone  up  four 
or  five-fold,  and  that  we  cannot  purchase 
land  round  there  at  anything  like  a 
reasonable  price,  we  have  been  obliged 
to  seek  some  manceuvring  ground  in 
some  other  quarter.  For  this  purpose 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Financial  Secretary 
(Mr.  Powell-Williams)  early  in  the 
autumn  entered  into  negotiations  for  the 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  with  a  con- 
siderable number  of  landowners,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  a,  provisional  agree- 
ment in  case  the  step  propped  should  be 
approved  by  Parliament.  We  have  com- 
menced to  enter  on  those  agreements, 
and  we  have  every  hope  that,  as  a  con- 
siderable number  of  them  are  concluded 
already,  we  shall  be  able  to  purchase  a 
tract  of  land  amounting  to  40,000  acres, 
or  about  60  square  miles,  on  Salisbury 
Plain — [(7A«r«] — a  proceeding  which 
will,  at  a  cost  of  less  than  £450,000— 
not  more,  that  is  the  extreme  amount 
required — give  us  a  mantBuvring  ground 
three  times  the  size  of  any  available  at 
Aldershot.  This  site  is  pronounced  by 
the  military  authorities  to  be  admirably 
fitted  for  military  purposes  ;  it  will  give 
us  a  good  rifle  range,  and  may  also 
enable  us  to  do  our  artillery  shooting 
there  instead  of  at  the  present  distant 
ranges.  As  regw^is  price,  if  it  be  thought 
that  we  are  asking  for  a  large  siun,  I 
should  like  to  remind  the  Committee 
that  the  State  of  Wurtemburg  alone 
about  two  years  ago  spent  a  larger  sum 
in  providir^  a  manoeuvring  ground  for 
cavalry.  We  should,  therefore,  be 
making  a  good  bai^ain  for  the  nation, 
and  I  thi^  it  would  certainly  be  an 
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extraordinary  thing  if  the  Brititsh  nation 
should  refuse  its  troops  the  training 
which  was  pronounced  neccssiiry  by  all 
the  military  advisers  simply  because  of 
this  sum  which  we  now  ask  for.  I  have 
deured  to  make  it  clear  that  the  expen- 
diture we  ask  for  is  of  a  pmnanent  oha- 
raoter.  The  fortifications  which  we  pro- 
pose to  put  up  will  be  at  places  which 
always  remain  undefended  ;  the  barracks 
which  we  should  substitute  for  these 
wooden  huts  ought  to  last  for  a  hundred 
years ;  the  land  which  we  propose  to 
buy  will  be  a  permanent  and  probably 
an  increasingly  valuable  investment ; 
and  the  sum  which  the  Committee  ask 
for  for  the  whole  loan  will  be  repayable 
within  30  years.  Therefore,  we  have 
not  lightly  «itered  upon  this  expendi- 
ture. There  has  been  no  time  when  the 
co-opoation  b^iween  Army  and  Navy 
has  been  closer  than  it  is  at  the  present 
moment.  The  heads  of  the  two  services 
are  being  constantly  brought  together, 
and  the  proposals,  so  far  as  they  connect 
the  two  services,  have  the  common 
consent  of  both.  The  Committee  should 
remember  that  although  large  sums  were 
voted  for  the  Navy  last  year,  we  ought 
not  to  let  our  zetd  thoroughly  to  equip 
the  serrioe  on  which  we  primarily  de- 
pend |n*event  us  from  doing  what  is 
necessary  to  enable  the  Army  to  fulfil 
its  functions.  After  all,  an  army  besides 
its  duties  has  its  rights ;  every  soldier 
who  joins  the  service  has  the  right  to  be 
housed  fairly,  and  in  a  sanitary  way — 
[hear,  hear !  "] — and  every  soldier  has 
the  right  to  get  such  training  as  will 
give  him  a  fair  chance  with  the  soldiers 
of  most  foreign  countries,  and  to  know 
that  he  goes  into  action  under  Generals 
qualified  to  lead  him.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
We  have  asked  for  this  expenditure 
because  we  think  it  is '  a  soimd  and 
economical  way  of  carrying  on  the  work. 
I  cannot  conceive  a  worse  economy 
than  that  we  should  vote  21  millions 
every  year  for  the  Navy,  and  not  render 
impregnable  the  coaling  stations  on 
which  the  Navy  depends  for  its  utility, 
and  in  the  same  way  I  suppose  we  could 
not  do  a  worse  service  to  the  country 
than  to  ask  them  to  vote  18  millions  for 
the  Army  and  deprive  our  troops  of  the 
training  which  all  foreign  countries  and 
ev^  British  officer  considers  necessary. 
Under  those  circumstances,  havii^  ex- 
phiined  our  motives,  and  having  assured 

Mr.  Srodriek. 


the  Committee  that  we  are  asking  for  the 
minimum  sum  which  is  considered  neces- 
sary for  military  efficiency  and  national 
safety,  I  can  only  say  that  I  look  with 
confi  ience  to  receiving  a  verdict  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  our  favour. 
[Cheer9.]  He  moved  the  resolution 
authorising  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
I  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  Bill. 
I  *Sm  CHARLES  DH^KE  (Gloucester, 
i  Forest  of  Dean)  said  he  should  support 
'  the  Resolution  as  a  friendly  critic.  He 
j  felt  regret  that  the  Government  were  not 
able  to  proceed  with  the  Military 
Maiireuvres  Bill  of  last  year,  and  thought 
j  that,  considering  the  importance  of  the 
,  interests  involved,  they  were  not  quite 
stem  enough  in  their  desire  to  carry  it. 
[■■  Hear,  hear !  "]  He  thought  the  pre- 
sent expenditiure  ought  to  have  been  en- 
tered upon  as  soon  as  it  was  considered 
necessary.  He  dared  say  that  many  of 
his  hon.  Friends  on  that  side  of  the  House 
might  differ  from  him  in  regard  to  the 
present  Bill,  but  he  doubted  whether 
they  would  see  their  way  to  oppose  it  as 
a  whole.  As  to  the  proposal  to  proceed 
by  way  of  loan,  there  was,  of  course,  a 
great  controversy  aa  to  this  system  apply- 
ing to  the  Navy,  but  he  thought  ther» 
had  never  been  any  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  measures  such  as  the  present 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  fortifica- 
tions, barracks,  and  coaling  stations  had 
been  so  dealt  with  on  former  occasions, 
and  there  could  be  no  ground  for  a  new 
departure  on  this  occasion.  He  wished 
that  for  aJl  proposals  of  this  kind,  for 
which  the  Defence  Committee  of  the 
Cabinet  was  responsible,  they  could  have 
an  even  stronger  statement  from  the 
Government.  He  had  noticed  in  Parlia- 
ment this  Session,  and  in  speeches  during 
the  recess,  signs  that  the  authority  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Cabinet  presided  over 
by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  was  increas- 
ing, and  was  stronger  than  it  was  this 
time  last  year.  It  then  seemed  doubtful 
whether  it  had  the  authority  it  was  de- 
sirable it  should  possess.  The  statement 
of  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  involved 
considerations  of  policy  larger  than  the 
mere  figures  of  some  of  the  items.  The 
first  of  the  heads  under  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  divided  his  speech  con- 
cerned works  which,  although  technically 
military,  were,  in  fact,  naval  works  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fleet  in  its  maritime 
defence  of  the  British  Islands  and  the 
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Empire.  He  himself  shared  with  the 
former  First  Lord  of  the  Admintlty  (I^ord 
George  HanitLton)  the  opinion  that  we 
should  follow  the  example  of  forei^ 
countries  by  taking  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Army,  which  did  not  manapje  them 
properly,  stations  intended  for  naval  pur- 
poses. The  Army  should  not  have  tho 
management  of  what  was  intended  for  the 
Navy.  The  example  of  almost  all  the 
military  Powers  of  the  worM  was  gainst 
us  on  this  point.  An  Am^oan  gentle- 
man,  who  had  recently  made  a  careful 
surrey  of  the  coast  d^ences  and  coaling 
stations  of  the  various  Powers,  had  re- 
ported that  our  arrangements  were 
primeval  and  antiquated.  The  naval 
stations  of  the  other  Powers  were  under 
the  control  of  their  navies,  and  this 
gentleman  thought  it  a  much  wiser  plan 
than  ours.  It  was  shown  last  year  how 
the  Army  and  Navy  had  thrown  back- 
wards and  forwards,  like  battledore  and 
shuttlecock,  the  garrisoning  of  the  naval 
bases  of  the  country.  AU  these  bases 
should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Navy, 
as  was  the  case  in  Italy,  France,  and 
Germany.  The  second  head  of  the  Under 
Secretary's  statement  covered  the  ques- 
tion of  barracks.  It  was  a  question  as  to 
which  past  experience  shouM  make  the 
House  careful  and  prudent.  He  did  not 
complain  of  the  expenditure  or  its 
amount.  But  where  barrafeks  were  built 
sometimes  had  an  undue  effect  on  the 
disposition  of  forces.  The  localisation 
of  our  forces  often  depended  on  considem- 
ttoDB  which,  when  tracel  out,  CMne  to 
the  accident  of  where  barracks  had  been 
built  under  former  loans.  Therefore  the 
policy  of  barrack  loans  should  be  carefully 
watched,  that  they  might  not  continue 
the  evil  system  former  barrack  loans  in- 
volved them  in.  The  building  of  cavalry 
barracks  in  town  had  been  fatal  to  the 
efficiencTf  of  cavalry,  and  they  should 
follow  the  example  of  Belgium  by 
stationing  them  whwe  they  could 
perfect  themselves  in  their  duties.  The 
Under  Secretaiy  seemed  to  think  the 
proposal  in  connection  with  forts  for  the 
defence  of  London  was  a  novelty.  His 
chief  reason  for  supporting  the  Vote  of 
.£9G,00()  asked  for  for  this  purpose  was 
that  it  was  not  a  novelty.  The  forts 
were  begun  under  the  last  Government 
but  one,  and  continued  under  the  last 
Government.    It  was  an  extraordinary 


thing,  considering  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  Londoners  who  at  least  once  a 
week  walked  about  the  hills  where 
the  forts  were,  that  they  Bho\ild 
be  unaware  of  their  erection,  but 
the  policy  of  erecting  the  forts  had 
never  been  discussed  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  did  not  believe  a  single 
word  was  ever  said  in  tiie  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  point.  On  the  panic  argu- 
ment alone  the  small  expenditure  the 
forts  involved  was  worth  incurring, 
for  undoubtedly,  if  we  got  into  a  serious 
war  the  Admiralty  woiild  have  to  send 
the  fleet  about  in  a  way  that  neither  the 
public  nor  the  Press  woidd  understand, 
and  pressure  would  he  brought  upon 
them  at  a  time  when  they  would  be  un- 
able to  tell  the  public  the  reasons  for 
what  they  were  doing.  The  public  would 
be  more  likely  to  keep  their  heads  under 
daiigerouB  circumstances  of  the  kind  if 
they  thought  there  was  something  be- 
tween them  and  invasion  other  than 
a  fleet  which  might  not  be  in  the 
Channel  at  all.  The  defence  of  the 
country  against  invasion  must  always 
be,  under  any  circumstances,  a  pro- 
tecting fleet,  and  if  the  Channel  should 
be  clear  in  the  sense  of  the  sens 
being  clear  of  the  British  fleet— not  in 
the  sense  that  it  was  a  certain 
distance  off  attacking  the  enemy's 
fleet — than,  he  was  bound  to  say 
he  did  not  believe  any  military  defence 
would  save  the  capital  from  invasion. 
He  agreed  that  jt  mnild  be  an  improve- 
ment in  our  military  system  if  the 
Volunteers  were  formed  into  brigade  divi- 
sions and  were  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  men  who  thoroughly  understood 
their  work.  One  ground  of  objection 
that  might  be  taken  by  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  the  Government  proposal  was 
that  the  cost  of  our  militMy  system  of 
defence  was  enormous  wiA,  an  inade- 
quate result,  and  that  a  great  deal  more 
might  be  done  with  the  money.  That 
was  a  point,  however,  that  might  be  dis- 
cussed more  satisfoctorily  when  the  Army 
Estimates  were  imder  consideration.  He, 
however,  did  not  think  that  this  parti- 
cular Bill  was  open  to  attack  upon  that 
ground,  and  as  he  believed  that  most  of 
the  proposals  it  contained  were  sound  he 
should  be  prepared  to  support  the 
Measure. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOBIB  <Gr«at  YaimouUi) 
said  that  he  most  heartily  joined  the 
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right  hoii.  Gentleman  who  hiul  just  sat 
down  in  his  appreciation  of  the  clearness 
and  frankness  of  the  speech  of  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War.  He  was  quite  certain  that  there 
cotild  be  no  misapprehension  with  regard 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement. 
It  was  most  unfortunate  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  should  have 
been  delivered  at  an  hour  when  the 
House  was  nearly  empty,  because  if  the 
House  had  been  full  it  would  have  feicili- 
tated  the  Debate  and  would  have  savcl 
any  hon.  Member  from  entertaining  any 
misapprehension  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject. With  regard  to  the  acquisition  of 
land  for  ranges  and  military  manceuvres 
it  was  clear  that  if  we  desired  to  have  an 
efficient  Army  we  must  have  the  nic-ans 
of  training,  not  only  our  soldiers,  but 
also  the  generals  who  were  to  command 
them,  ^e  advance  that  had  been  made 
in  recent  years  in  the  range  of  our 
weapons  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  we  should  acquire  land  for  the 
purpose  of  shooting  ranges,  and  there- 
fore he  could  not  understand  any  persons 
raising  objections  to  the  purchase  of  the 
necessary  hind  by  the  Government,  unless 
they  belonged  to  that  class  who  ob- 
jected to  our  having  any  army  at  all. 
He  should  be  surprised  if  any  arguments 
were  put  forward  against  that  part  of  the 
Bill.  With  regard  to  the  barracks  wliich 
it  was  proposed  to  build,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  carrying  out  of  the  works  shpuld 
be  intrusted  to  the  Royal  Engineers, 
who,  able  and  cultivated  men  as  they 
were,  had  not  the  e:Eperience  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  properly  construct  such 
buildings.  Indeed,  the  consensus  of  mili- 
tary opinion,  rightly  or  wrongly,  was  that 
the  Royal  Engineers  were  the  last  in 
whose  hands  the  carrying  out  of  the  ar- 
rangements and  the  spending  of  the 
money  should  be  placed.  Next  in  im- 
portance came  the  question  of  mobilisa- 
tion in  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 
He  thought  that  if  it  were  necessary  to 
spend  tUs  sum  of  £200,000  as  a  sort 
of  soothing  syrup  to  the  nerves  of  the 
people  of  London  to  induce  them  to  be- 
lieve that  if  the  money  were  expended 
they  would  be  secure  from  attack,  the 
eipenditure  might  be  justified.  In 
his  view,  however,  the  scheme  could 
not  be  regarded  as  forming  any  part  of 
the  general  system  of  defence  upon  which 
we  should  have  to  nAy.    His  right  hon. 

Sir  John  Colomh. 


Friend  was  most  particular  in  emphasising 
the  fact  that  in  other  matters  the  Naval 
and  Military  authorities  were  agreed. 
Under  the  present  Administration  a  great 
advance  was  being  made  towards  unifica- 
tion of  policy  of  the  Naval  and  Military 
authorities,  and  he  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  ha*i  preceded  him 
that  the  Defence  Committee  of  the 
Cabinet  was  beginning  to  show  signs  of 
life.  They  could  not  separate  the  ques- 
tion of  defending  London  from  the  naval 
question — ^they  could  not  do  it.  They 
could  not  have  troops  coming  over  from 
Boulogne  without  raising  the  question  of 
transport,  and  that  raised  the  naval  ques- 
tion, before  a  foreign  army  could  be 
placed  on  these  shores.  Therefore  he 
should  like  to  ask  his  right  hon.  Friend 
whether  he  had  full  and  entire  consent 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Cabinet.  They 
must  have  the  whole  subject  and  the 
numerous  questions  involved  approached 
in  a  practical  spirit,  and  practical  con- 
clusions come  to  before  they  could  say 
whether  invasion  was  a  bugbear  or 
whether  it  was  not.  He  should  not  labour 
that  point  any  more,  but  he  should  soy 
they  had  wasted  money  enormously  in 
the  past  from  having  no  fixed  principle 
whatever.  They  came  down  one  night 
and  passed  votes  for  the  Navy,  altogether 
disregarding  other  factors ;  and  then  on 
another  night  th^  voted  money  for  the 
Army,  as  if  no  Navy  existed.  Thej  were 
now  trying  to  improve  on  that,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  get  rid  of  those  mixed 
and  confused  notions,  which  cost  so  mooh 
and  which,  landed  then  in  a  sea  of  diffi- 
culties. When  ho  looked  at  the  military 
question  he  looked  at  it  from  the  point 
of  view  of  military  operations  carried  on 
over  sea ;  and  the  first  thing  they  had  to 
see  to  was  the  efficiency  of  the  British 
Army  in  connection  with  sea  transport. 
If  they  were  going  to  incur  a  lai^e  ex- 
penditure for  the  purpose  of  trainii^ 
their  army,  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone, 
and  give  their  soldiers  transport  training. 
He  should  have  thought  they  could  have 
got  land,  less  costly  than  land  near  Lon- 
don, on  the  coast  of  Wales,  Scotland,  or 
Ireland,  where  the  land  was  much  leas 
valuable  than  land  in  England.  What 
he  contemplated  was  organising  a  brigade 
every  year,  and  landing  it  on  some  of 
these  coasts,  the  land  to  be  acquired  by 
the .  State ;  then,  after  the  trainii^  in 
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transport  and  other  duties,  bringing  the 
brigade  back  again.  He  doubted  whether 
the  difference  of  cost  would  be  very  much, 
and  he  questioned  whether  the  saving  in 
hind  would  not  go  a  long  way  towards  the 
cost  of  the  sea  transport.  That  very 
question  of  sea  transport  they  could  not 
get  away  from.  It  appeu^d  in  this  mat- 
ter they  were  still  much  in  the  old 
rut.  They  looked  on  the  Army  and  the 
Navy  a»  abstract  quantities,  and  until 
the  Committee  of  the  Cabinet  came  to 
be  masters  of  the  position  and  exercised 
that  influence  which  they  ought  to  exer- 
cise on  the  Admiralty  and  the  War  Office 
they  could  not  say  that  they  had  arrived 
at  a  better  state  of  things.  One  more 
point  he  wished  to  refer  to — the  amount 
demanded  for  fortifications  by  the  Admir 
ralty.  Ho  believed  that  if  the  Admiralty 
were  responsible  for  the  naval  bases  they 
would  find  that  the  naval  bases  could  be 
secured  from  attack  by  a  less  amount 
being  expended  on  fortifications  than  the 
military  authorities  thought  necessary. 
They  had  the  authority  of  the  Defence 
Committee  to  say  that  the  Navy  under- 
took to  secure  all  possessions  abroad 
from  organised  invasion  from  the  sea. 
That  being  so,  all  we  had  to  protect  our 
naval  bases  and  coal  stations  against  was 
predatory  attack  of  a  limited  character. 
He  was  most  uixious  to  know  what  in- 
creased garrisons  this  contemplated  Vote 
would  involve.  He  remembered  hearin'^ 
a  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  when 
the  programme  was  put  forward,  as  a 
result  of  Lord  Carnarvon's  Commission, 
and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  then  warned 
the  country  that  they  should  be  cautious 
as  to  what  they  did  in  regard  to  enor- 
mous fortifications,  for,  he  said,  they 
were  making  no  provision  respecting 
garrisons.  He  asked  his  right  hon. 
Friend  to  say  distinctly  whether  the 
£1,200,000  Would  be  spent  on  fortificar 
tions,  and  what  his  estimate  was  of  the 
increase  of  garrisons.  If  an  increase  of 
garrisons  was  intended,  that  meant  an 
increase  of  the  Army,  and  an  increase  of 
that  portion  of  the  Army  which  he 
believed  was  too  big  already — namely, 
that  portion  that  was  to  sit  down  and 
wait  until  it  was  attacked.  Every  pound 
spent  upon  garrisons  miist  be  taken  from 
the  striking  force  of  the  Army,  the 
part  which  had  to  go  abroad  to  fight. 
He  trusted  the  Measure  would  pass 
speedily    throt^h    the    House,  but 


confessed  that,  while  he  approved  gene- 
rally of  the  Bill,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  vote  against  the  proposals  in 
regard  to  the  fortification  of  London. 

Mr.  LOUGH  viewed  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  with  considerable  alarm, 
and  thought  such  far-reaching  sugges- 
tions as  those  laid  before  them  somewhat 
suddenly  might  have  been,  printed  so  that 
they  could  have  considered  them  and 
been  able  to  take  a  more  intelligent  part 
in  the  discussion  than  they  could  under 
present  circumstances.  When  he  read 
in  the  Queen's  Speech: — 

"  Your  consent  will  be  asked  to  proriBionB 
which,  in  tbe  judgment  of  the  military  autho- 
ritiefl,  are  required  for  adding  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  militaiy  defences  cu  the  Empire/' 

he  did  not  anticipate  that  those  provi- 
sions would  be  introduced  at  so  early  a 
period  of  the  Session,  and  he  did  not 
expect  anything  so  bad  as  the  reality 
proved  to  be.  They  were  asked  for 
5|  millions  sterling,  one  million  of  which 
was  to  be  spent  on  making  certain  of  the 
most  remote  harbours  in  the  United 
Kingdom  impregnable — ^that  was  the 
word  used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
— ^three  millions  on  barracks,  and  1^ 
miUion  on  proposals  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentlonan  veiy  properly  described  as 
novel.  He  objected  to  each  one  of  those 
proposals.  [Ironical  cheers.]  Thsy 
V,  ere  told  there  were  only  two  men  in 
favour  of  economy,  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. The  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  not  present — [Ministerial  cheers] — 
indeed  there  was  no  one  on  the  front 
Opposition  Bench — [renewed  cheers] — ^to 
give  any  guidance  to  those  who  sat 
around  him.  He  was  sorry  to  say,  too, 
that  the  Opposition  Benches  generally 
were  comparatively  tenantless — [Minis- 
ferial  cheers] — and  that  the  Irish 
Benches  were  absolutely  deserted  the 
whole  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
speaking.  He  was  glad,  however,  to  see 
present  one  of  the  two  ceonomists,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — [Minis- 
terial cheers] — and  he  hoped  they 
would  hear  a  word  or  two  from  him.  He 
objected  to  the  effort  to  make  the  remote 
harbours  impregnable.  Hundreds  of 
years  ago  martello  towers  were  erected 
in  remote  parts  to  make  the  country  im- 
pregnable.   The  attempt  did  not  succeed. 
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If  the  attempt  to  make  the  coast  impreg<- 
nable  did  not  succeed,  the  GoTernment 
would  merely  say,  "  We  must  make 
another  effort."  He  wished  the  proposals 
of  the  Goveniinent  had  not  been  so  lai^e. 
For  instance,  they  asked  for  no  less  a 
sum  than  three  millions  for  barracks. 
It  had  been  said  that  they  had  their 
duties  as  well  as  rif^hts  in  respect  to  the 
soldier,  and  he  sympathised  with  the 
remark,  and  thought  they  ought  to  make 
the  soldier  as  comfortable  as  possible  in 
his  quarters.  ["Hear,  hear!"J  But 
what  he  objected  to  was  that  the  propo- 
sals were  not  put  before  the  House  on  a 
more  moderate  scale.  Had  the  Govern- 
ment come  for  a  more  moderate  siun 
each  year  for  barracks  he  should  not 
have  objected  ;  but  to  ask  for  £3,000,000 
at  one  stroke  for  the  purpose  seemed  to 
him  to  be  an  eztravaf!;ant  demand.  And 
what  was  worse  was  that,  notwithstand- 
ing' the  la^  increase  of  expenditure,  they 
had  no  security  whatever  of  effective- 
ness. But  the  most  novel  and  startling 
of  all  the  proposals  submitted  was  that 
referring  to  the  fortifications  of  London. 
They  had  heard  of  13  strong  places  to 
be  erected  round  the  Metropolis.  To 
him  the  proposal  was  a  startling  one, 
and  he  should  like  to  have  some  infor- 
mation as  to  where  these  fortifications 
were  to  be  built. 

*Mb.  BRODRICK  :  I  expkined,  on  the 
line  of  hills  round  London.  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  make  my  meaning  clearer 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman.  [Laughter.] 

Ifo.  LOUGH  said  that  was  not  very 
definite.  The  line  of  hills  round  London 
embraced  a  circle  of  120  miles ;  but  what 
he  wanted  to  know  was  where  on  those 
hills  the  13  fortified  places  were  to  be 
erected.  Was  that  the  way  the  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  expend  money  for 
thed^ence  of  the  sea-coast?  [Laughter.] 
Then  it  was  proposed  to  spend  half  a 
miUioa  for  rifle  rangea  although  nut  a 
word  of  explanation  had  been  vouch- 
safed to  the  House  why  the  expenditurv' 
was  necessary.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "  attd 
Minitterial  laughter.]  Hon.  Gentlemco 
opposite  might  laugh,  but  many  hon. 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House,  and 
the  public  outside,  would  demand  fui^ 
ther  explomition  than  had  been  given  on 
the  point.  Another  half  million  was  to 
be  spent  on  providing  training  grounds 
for  the  troops,  and  it  appeared  that  little 
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heed  had  been  taken  of  the  fear  ex- 
pressed by  the  people  last  year  when 
the  Military  Manoeuvres  Bill  was  before 
Parliament,  lest  the  country  was  p.»itig 
to  be  turned  into  a  vast  camping-ground 
for  military  purposes.  [''Hear,  hearl" 
and  Ministerial  laughter.]  Again  h'-ii. 
Gentlemen  opposite  laughed,  but  the 
Bill  was  not  passed.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "J 
The  objection  he  wished  to  make  was 
that  this  proposed  expenditure  was  on 
too  great  a  scale.  For  years  they  had 
been  spending  lai^  sums  on  increa'^iiig 
the  Navy,  and  many  hon.  Members  had 
been  induced  to  vote  for  this  expendi- 
ture on  the  ground  that  by  doing  so 
they  would  save  in  that  on  the  Army. 
He  confessed  that  he  was  disappointed 
with  the  tone  that  had  been  taken  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  on  this  point.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  always  supported  pn> 
posals  for  strength«ung  the  Navy,  but 
he  had  always  thought  that  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentlonan  did  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  Army  was  much  too  costly,  and 
that  they  might  save  on  the  Army  a 
very  lai^e  portion,  at  leaat,  of  the  extra 
Bxuns  spent  on  the  Navy.  ["  Hear,  hear !  " 
and  Ministerial  cries  of  "  Oh  !  "]  The 
expenditure  on  the  Navy  was  now 
£21,000,000  a  year,  instead  of 
£12,000,000  twenty  years  ago.  Nov, 
the  Government  having  wrung  some 
money  out  of  the  country  for  the  Navy, 
turned  round  in  the  otho*  direction  to 
get  more  for  the  Army ;  contending,  not- 
withstandii^  all  that  had  been  spent 
extra  on  the  Navy,  and  the  vast  sums 
already  spent  on  the  Army  that  the 
oountry  was  still  defenceless.  At  the 
present  moment  the  amount  expended 
on  the  Army  was  about  £20,000,000  a 
year,  and  yet  they  had  only  a  little  army 
of  100,000  men — [Ministerial  cri€9  of 
"  No,  no  1 "] — he  meant  only  an  effective 
army  of  that  number.  France  spent 
£26,000,000  on  her  army,  but  for  that 
expenditure  she  secured  an  ^ective  armj 
of  600,000  men,  with  a  {wactical  reaorve 
of  ovOT  2,000,000  men.  He  repeated 
that  no  security  was  given  that,  even  if 
this  large  increase  was  granted,  the 
country  would  have  a  thoroughly  effec- 
tive force.  If  judicious  economy  had 
been  exercised  the  large  sum  granted  for 
the  Army  last  year  might  have  been 
made  to  go  much  further  than  it  had 
don^  and  in  no  administrative  work  of 
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the  GoTernment  was  the  hand  of  eco- 
nomy needed  more  than,  iu  that  of  the 
Army.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  In  1860  the 
total  Vote  for  the  Army  was  £14,750,000, 
and  the  force  was  5,000  more  than  at 
present.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefore, 
that  the  more  they  spent  on  the  Army 
the  lees  effective  it  became.  ["  Hear, 
hearl "  and  Ministerial  laughter.]  He 
looked  with  stiapioion  on  such  serious 
proposals  of  increased  expenditure  at  so 
early  a  stage  of  the  Session,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
adopt  a  suggestion  which  had  been  made 
and  provide  hon.  Members  witli  a  p&per 
giving  adequate  information,  and  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing it,  before  launching  definitely  on  this 
increased  expenditure.  ["  Hear,  hear!  "] 
Gbnbral  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  said  that  in  the  matter 
of  the  proposed  fortifications  round 
London  the.  Goranment  were  ^ther 
going  to  do  too  much  or  too  litUe.  If 
they  were  going  to  build  a  few  block- 
houses round  London  they  would  lead 
the  people  to  believe  that  there  were 
fortifications  on  which  they  could  depend. 
The  experience  of  Paris  did  not  com- 
mend itself  as  an  example  to  be  followed. 
He  was  very  much  afraid  that  they  would 
be  placing  their  dependence  on  these 
fortifications,  and  considering  them 
rather  than  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
thor  active  forces.  It  seemed  to  him 
much  more  important  to  in<»«a8e  the 
efficiency  of  their  Army  than  to  devote 
themselves  to  fortifications.  With  regard 
td  the  proposal  as  to  barracks,  he  must 
say  he  thought  it  was  high  time  tbey 
did  spend  some  money  on  them.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  complained 
that  they  were  going  to  spend  £3,000,000 
at  one  time  upon  barracks,  but  he  would 
point  out  that  that  was  because  they  had 
been  neglecting  to  spend  mon^  for  so 
numy  years  past.  They  had  now  to 
meet  the  n^lect  of  all  those  years.  He 
could  not  h&lp  thinking  it  was  very 
desirable  that  th^  should  purchase  and 
own  a  ground  for  manoeuvring.  It  was 
one  of  the  great  objections  to  Aldershot 
that  after  three  or  fom:  years  had  been 
spent  at  that  station  everyone  knew  the 
ground  and  there  was  nothing  fresh 
about  it.  If  that  was  so,  was  there  not 
the  same  danger  if  they  purchased  and 
had  one  fixed  ground  for  training.  While 
it  was  desirable  to  have  a  ground  of  their 


own  for  training,  was  it  not  important 
that  their  troops  should  go  over  new 
ground  every  year,  and  that  they  should 
be  trained  on  ground  which  was  unknown 
to  them.  He  was  thoroughly  with  the 
Under  Secretary  in  the  matter  of  decen- 
tralisation. He  had  seen  great  confu- 
sion arise  simply  because  instead  of 
decentralisation,  iuBteod  of  the  officer 
comnuuiding  the  Iroops  Being  able  to 
make  his  own  arrangements  for  his 
stores,  separate  and  independent  bodies 
dealt  with  those  stores.  Let  them  have 
decentralisation  and  their  Army  would 
be  much  more  efficient. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) 
said  it  seemed  to  him  that  this  mon^ 
was  requested  on  the  assumption  that 
forts  were  required  for  London.  He  held 
that  the  insular  position  of  Great  Britain 
rendered  Great  Britain  practically  invul- 
nerabl&  Provided  they  could  hold  the 
seas,  provided  th^  could  smash  any 
fleet  in  the  Channel  or  elsewhere  with 
their  fleet,  there  need  be  no  fear  of  inva- 
sion. Then  there  was  this  point.  No 
nation,  he  cared  not  what  nation  it  was, 
could  invade  this  country  for  the  simple 
reason  they  had  not  got  transport  enough 
to  carry  the  troops.  Granted  that  their 
Meet  was  smashed  up  in  the  Channel 
what  was  their  position  ?  There  was  no 
need  to  invade  the  country  at  all.  All 
the  enemy  had  got  to  do  was  to  block 
their  ports  mid  they  would  be  "  end  up  " 
iu  six  weeks.  They  would  be  brought 
down  to  th^  knees  by  starvation.  Grant 
that  London  was  invested.  He  asked 
ill  all  seriousness  how  long  could 
they  feed  the  population?  He  should 
have  liked  to  see  the  Under  Secretary 
bringing  in  something  more  practical. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  necessity  of 
fortitications,  but  there  was  something 
far  and  away  beyond  that.  Wha-e  wwe 
their  national  storehouses  of  food  to  feed 
their  soldiers  and  their  millions  of  in- 
habitants! They  were  beginnii^  at  the 
wrong  end  of  the  stick.  He  cared  not 
for  the  money  so  long  as  it  was  for 
the  safety  of  the  Empire,  but  he  held 
that  a  nation  would  go  down  if  it  could 
not  feed  its  population  and  defend  itself. 
He  would  have  liked  to  see  the  advisers 
of  the  Under  Secretary  lay  down  a  plan 
of  large  storehouses  from  which  in  case 
of  invasion,  they  could  feed  the  popula- 
tion^  If  they  could  not  feed  the  popula- 
tion what  was  the  use  of  their  forts/ 
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There  would  be  no  fear  of  iuvasion  so 
long  as  we  kept  up  a  strong  Navy  and 
ample  Naval  reserves,  though  if  it  should 
come  to  pass  that  the  nation  generally 
had  to  take  to  soldiering,  each  man  would 
shoulder  his  rifle  and  certainly  make  as 
good  a  soldier  as  the  French  conscript. 
But  the  weakness  of  Great  Britain  was 
that  she  could  not  supply  national  food 
for  two  montlu.  What,  then,  was  the 
use  of  spending  all  this  money  for  forts 
funund  London  1  He  did  not  object  to 
spending  money  for  necessaty  military 
works  and  barntcks ;  he  did  not  object 
to  fortification  of  our  coaling  stations ; 
indeed,  he  had  advanced  this  in  the 
House,  and  still  thought  that  in  the  want 
of  fortifications  for  oiu-  coaling  stations 
was  a  source  of  weakness.  But  the  mili- 
tary advisers  of  the  Department  were 
shortsighted  in  paying  attention  only  to 
the  southern  coasts  of  England  and  Ire- 
land. Why  neglect  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland  ?  Why  not  fortify  some  of  those 
natural  harbours  we  had — for  instance 
at  Mull,  where  a  whole  fleet  could  be 
bidden  ?  Did  not  history  tell  of  the  not 
unsuccessful  exploits  of  Paul  Jones  f  As 
he  had  said  before  he  said  again — he 
know  no  Party  in  this  matter.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  He  had  no  objection  to  spend- 
ing money  to  maintain  the  greatness  of 
the  Empire — ^he  was  a  Radical  Im- 
perialist. ["  Hear,  hear  ! "]  But  the 
problem  he  commended  to  the  considerar 
tion  of  the  Department  was  how  to  pro- 
ride  national  storohouses,  'how  to  feed 
otur  population  in  the  event  of  a  great 
war.'  ["  Hear,  hear  ! "] 

CoLONBL  WELBY  (Taimton),  as  a  prac- 
tical soldier,  realised  the  value  of  the 
announcement  made  by  the  Under  Secre- 
tary and  the  grasp  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  showi  of  the  requirements  of 
the  Anny.  Whether  it  be  on  his  own 
initiative  or  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the 
Defence  Committee,  every  practical 
soldier  would  be  indebted  to  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  for  his  statement. 
["  Hear,  hear  !  "J  In  his  criticism  of 
BO  mo  of  the  details  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Lough)  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
that  new  weapons  had  been  invented 
that  would  carry  three  or  four  miles, 
and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  any  doubt 
of  the  range,  let  him  spend  his  summer 
holiday  two  miles  from  these  new 
weapons.  As  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
remarks  about  martello  towers,  te  should 

Mr.  William  Allan. 
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be  aware  that  these  were  never  intended 
for  more  than  the  prevention  of  the  land- 
ing of  a  small  fore^  force,  and  no  more 
intended  to  make  a  coast  impregna.blo 
than  the  military  canal  through  Romney 
Marsh  was  intended  to  make  New 
Romney  impregnable.  He  was  glad  to 
And  it  was  intended  to  use  a  lai^^ 
portion  of  Salisbury  Plain  for  the 
manoeuvring  of  troops.  Undoubtedly 
it  would  be  better  to  mantBUvre  on  fresh 
ground  each  year,  but  the  objections  and 
difficulties  in  doing  this  were  well  known. 
They  must  get  what  they  could,  and 
though  it  might  become  well  known,  a 
space  of  40  miles  square  would  be  a  use- 
ful ground. 

*Mr.  BRODRICE  explained  that  he 
spoke  of  40  square  miles,  not  40  miles 

square. 

CoLONBL  WELBT  said  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Oreat  Yarmouth  wished  to  have 
money  spent  in  embarking  troops,  but 
in  his  experience  this  did  ,not  require 
much  training.  It  would  he  well  if  it 
were  possible  to  train  troops  not  to 
suffer  from  sea-sickness.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Gateshead  had  dwelt 
upon  what  no  doubt  was  the 
great  difficulty  in  defending  London, 
the  finding  of  food  for  the  population. 
If  Ijondon  were  completely  encircled  and 
the  port  closed  by  a  fleet,  London  would 
be  starved,  perhaps  in  a  fortnight,  being 
such  a  large  place.  But  he  would  point 
out  that  there  was  a  strategical  possibility 
of  the  invasion  of  this  country.  There 
might  be  a  fleet  or  oombinalnon  of  fleets 
sufficiently  strong  not  to  bold  the  whole 
of  the  seas,  bnt  to  block  the  two  ends  of 
the  British  Channel.  With  a  fleet  at 
each  end  the  waterway  would  be  free, 
and  an  army  could  pass  from  France 
into  England  and  an  invasion  might 
take  place,  while  the  rest  of  the  sea 
might  be  sufficiently  open  for  large  con- 
voys of  provisions  to  come  in  which 
would  enable  this  country  to  strn^le 
against  the  invaders  for  a  few  we^s. 
The  result  of  that  stru^le,  he  believed, 
would  be  that  the  foreigner  would  be 
hurled  back  across  the  seas.  He  thought, 
with  regard  to  the  item  for  barracks,  that 
the  words  which  had  fallen  from  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean,  should  be  considered  by 
eveiybody.  He  did  not  know  that  there 
was  any  other  Member  in  the  House  who 
had  such  a  wonderful  lukd  intimate 
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knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  army  and 
navy,  and  of  foreign  annies  and  the  lai^r 
princiide  of  organisation.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  pointed  out  that  this  money, 
nrhich  was  to  he  devoted  to  the  d^enee  of 
London  and  the  building  of  barracks, 
should  be  expended  in  a  systematic  way. 
They  had  got  no  organisation  at  the 
present  time.  Surely  it  could  not  be 
th&t  in  this  country  they  had  got  no 
organiser  of  sufficient  capacity  to  work 
out  a  scheme  to  which  they  could 
look  forward  in  the  future.  They  could 
not  perhaps,  find  all  the  money  for 
carrying  out  the  scheme  immediately, 
but  they  could  have  the  details  and  prin- 
ciples of  it  and  work  up  to  it.  With 
regard  to  the  spending  of  money  on  the 
fortification  of  London,  the  Under  Sec- 
retary said  that  he  looked  upon  it  as  part 
of  a  large  scheme  of  decentralisation.  He 
seemed  to  look  upon  it  as  a  system  of 
bmlding  some  fortified  camps  round 
London  which  were  going  to  be  centres 
of  organisation,  and  therefore,  decent- 
ralisation of  the  present  syatem.  It 
seemed  to  bim,  however,  not  so  much 
decentralisation  as  extension  of  the 
centralisation  which  existed  at  the 
present  time.  Whatever  it  be,  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  look 
car^ully  into  the  question  and  see 
whether  the  money  to  be  devoted  to  the 
defence  of  Ix}ndon  and  the  building  of 
barrackscould  not  be  spentin  a  systematic 
way.  The  problem  of  organisation  was 
a  difficult  and  complicated  one  to  face, 
but  there  mu^  be  military  advisers  of 
the  Crown  who  could  work  out  area! 
system  to  which  they  oould  look  forward 
in  the  future.  If  the  money  was  spent 
with  regard  to  such  a  scheme  as  that, 
he  could  only  eay  that  any  objection 
which  he  had  to  this  small  amount  of 
money  being  spent  on  the  d^ence  of 
London — he  believed  insufficient  because 
it  would  only  repel  a  very  small  invasion 
— would  be  instantly  removed. 

*Mr.  W£IH,  while  congratulating  the 
r^ht  hon.  Gentleman  on  his  statement 
thought  it  would  have  been  much  better 
had  it  been  published  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members  some  time  before 
the  discussion  came  on.  He  complained 
that  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
advisers  had  not  paid  sufficient  attention 
to  the  West  Coast  of  Scotland,  which  was 


in  need  of  more  adequate  protection.  An 
enemy's  ships  at  the  present  time  could 
very  eanly  make  an  entrance  through 
the  North  West  Coast  of  Scotland. 
At  present  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
an  enemy's  ships  from  gaining  access  to 
the  Pentland  Firth,  and  steps  ought  to 
l>e  taken  to  strengthen  the  porta  on  the 
north  west  side  of  Scotland,  so  that  they 
might  be  available  for  naval  purposes. 
He  was  glad  tliat  provision  was  to  be 
made  for  .the  erection  of  better  quarters 
for  our  soldiers  than  wooden  hute.  Too 
many  of  the  existing  huts  were  insanitary, 
rotten,  and  worm-eaten.  It  was  also 
well  that  there  should  be  an  improvement 
in  married  soldiers*  quarters.  He 
approved  of  the  proposed  expenditure  on 
rifle  ranges.  Ranges  for  the  new  Lee- 
Metford  rifle  were  wanted  all  over  the 
country.  If  there  wore  only  a  few  such 
ranges,  the  cost  of  conveying  men  to  the, 
places  where  the  ranges  were  situated 
would  in  the  long  run  cost  more  than 
the  £500,000  now  asked  for.  The 
item  of  the  proposed  expenditure 
which  vfaB  open  to  criticism,  was  tiie 
sum  allocated  to  the  defence  of  London. 
It  was  too  small  for|  effective  purposes, 
and,  instead  of  their  present  plan,  the 
Military  Authorities  might  just  as  well 
surround  London  with  a  number  of  ginger 
beer  bottles  filled  with  powder.  To  ex- 
pend only  £96,000  on  the  defence  of 
London  would  be  simply  playing  with 
the  question.  Effective  defences  would 
cost  eight  or  nine  millions.  To  prepare 
defences  for  London  similar  to  those 
that  existed  round  Paris  at  thetime  of  the 
German  siege  would  be  of  very  little  use. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next. 


LAW  OF  EVIDENCE  (CRIMINAL  CASES.) 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [21st  January], 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  Law  of  Evidence  in 
Criminal  Cases." — {The  Attorney  Gen- 
ertd.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) 
asked  what  were  the  intentrans  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  Ireland  in 
these  cases? 
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The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  sud 
he  would  consult  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  and  the  Chief  Secretary  as  to 
whether  any  exception  could  be  made  in 
the  case  of  Ireland. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  Secretary  Sir  Matthew  White 
Ridley,  and  the  Solicitor  General. 

Bill  presented  accordingly,  and  Read 
the  First  time  ;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.— [BUI  101.] 


EDUCATIONAL  END0W3IENTS  (IRE- 
LAND) ACT  11885)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY,  in  moving  the 
Seccmd  Reading  of  this  Bill,  explained 
that  it  was  intended  to  settle  a  difference 
which  had  arisen  between  two  Judicial 
CommiBsioners  of  great  eminence  in  Ire- 
land as  to  certain  intentions  of  a  pious 
founder  in  an  educational  endowment. 
As  the  Act  was  at  present  drawn  there 
were  no  means  of  settling  this  difference 
and  bringing  it  to  a  close.  He  was  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  suggestion  that  the 
difference  between  the  two  Judges  should 
be  remitted  in  the  first  place  to  the  Irish 
Privy  Council,  a  body  which  would  have 
to  settle  the  schme  finally.  But  in 
any  case  it  wau  absurd  to  allow  the 
Act  to  remain  a  dead  letter. 
He  moved  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
Second  time. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds,  C«i- 
tral)  said  the  Government  were  not 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  He 
WHS  by  no  means  certain  that  the  method 
proposed  for  settling  the  question  was 
the  best  that  could  be  suf^^ted,  and  he 
should  reserve  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment the  rif;ht  after  Second  Readinfj 
to  move  extensive  Amendments,  and,  if 
it  should  turn  out  that  the  Bill  as  it  stood 
could  not  be  amended  in  the  sense  the 


Government  desired,  he  should  further 
reserve  the  right  to  oppose  the  Bill  at  a 
later  stage. 
*Mb.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  was 
sorry  the  Government  had  given  its  as- 
sent to  the  Second  Reading.  This  was 
another  attempt  to  meddle  with  Protes- 
tant endowments  in  Irdand.  Erasmus 
Smith  made  a  certain  endowment  for  a 
number  of  Protestant  children  in  Ireland, 
and  the  matter  was  before  two  eminent 
Judges,  the  Protestant  Judge  taking  one 
view  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Judge 
another  view,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  endowment  renuuned  as  it  was 
originally  intended  by  the  will  of 
the  founder.  He  trusted  the  Gov- 
ernment would  pause  before  they  in- 
flicted anotho-  blow  upon,  and  fresh 
discouragement  to,  the  loyal  people  in 
Ireland  who  luui  done  their  utmost  to 
uphold  the  union  and  integrity  of  the 
Empire. 

Bill  read  a  Second  time  and  comuiited 
for  Monday  next. 


UNI^WFUL   POSSESSION  BILI* 
Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 

Debate  on  Question  proposed  [26th  Janu- 
arj-.]  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
Second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. — Debate  re- 
sumed. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Gkmoi^u, 
Mid)  said  the  Bill  cont^ned  a  dangerous 
principle,  because  it  proposed  to  changu 
the  Criminal  Law,  and  that  without  dis- 
cussion in  the  House.  It  introduced  for 
the  first  time,  with  perhaps  one  excep- 
tion, the  principle  that  a  man  must  prove 
his  innocence  ;  whereas  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciple of  the  ^glish  Criminal  Law  was 
that  every  man  charged  with  mme  must 
be  taken  to  be  innocent  until  his  guilt 
had  been  proved  by  process  of  law.  The 
possible  exception  to  this  cardinal  ]>rin- 
ctple  was  a  recent  decision  of  the  Judges 
to  the  effect  that  once  it  has  been  proved 
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that  any  property  has  been  stolen,  then 
if  anybody  is  in  recent  poBsession  of  it, 
the  duty  is  cast  upon  him  of  showing 
how  he  came  into  suck  poeseauon.  That 
was  a  BuflSoient  safeguard  against  any 
crime  on  the  part  of  a  receiver,  but  here 
it  was  proposed,  not  by  the  GoTemment 
but  by  a  private  Hembor,  that  before 
anything  was  proved,  to  have  been  stolen 
at  all,  anybody  might  be  chained,  with 
having  in  his  possession  or  conveying 
anything  which  might  be  reasonably 
suspected  of  being  stolrai  or  unlaw- 
fully obtained,  and  without  appeal, 
sentenced  to  a  term  of  imprisonment. 
The  Bill  also  imposed  a  penalty  on  any- 
one who  might  be  reasonably  suspected  of 
having  "  unlawfully  obtained "  goods. 
Where  were  those  words  to  be  met  with 
in  the  orimioal  law  t  It  was  only  under 
the  game  Uws  tiiat  a  man  could  be 
punished  under  suspicion ;  and  it  was 
too  much  to  ask  the  House  nowadays  to 
extend  the  principle  of  legislation  passed 
when  every  Member  of  the  House  was  a 
game  preserver.  To  read  the  Bill  a 
Seoond  time  would  be  to  affirm  an 
objectionable  principle,  which  could  not 
be  eliminated  in  Grand  Committee.  He 
hoped  the  Attorney  General  would  say 
tbac  this  dangerous  amendment  of  the 
criminal  law  ought  not  to  be  made  on 
the  motion  of  a  private  Member. 

Sir  benjamin  STONE  said  that 
this  was  not  a  new  enactment.  The 
provisions  of  Uie  Bill  were  already  in 
force  in  Manchester,  liverpoolandothor 
lai^e  towns.  It  was  simply  convenient 
to  make  the  law  of  general  application. 

•Mr.  REES  DAVIES(Pembroke8hire), 
said  titat  he  had  been  asked  by  the  chief 
constable  (tf  his  county  to  communicate 
with  the  bon.  GentlMuan  as  to  the  provi- 
iuxoB  of  the  Bill.  But  unless  the  Bill  re- 
ceived the  assent  oi  the  Attorney  Qoiend 
it  would  be  extremely  dangerQus  for  the 
House  to  give  to  it  a  Seoond  Reading, 
as  it  involved  a  serious  change  in  the 
Criminal  Law  the  Country.  The 
<mve  of  proof  was  shifted  from  the 
CrowB  to  the  prisoner.    It  would  very 

VOL.  XLY.  [rocBTU  sumn.] 


much  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  police, 
and  might  render  possible  a  system  of 
police  espionage—be  invited  the  Attorney 
Genen^l  to  give  his  opinion  on  it. 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  said  that 
he  was  not  satisfied  that  this  was  an 
amendment  of  the  law  which  ov^ht  to  Ije 
made  at  the  instigation  of  a  private  Mem- 
ber. He  had  always  held  tliat  alterations 
of  the  criminal  law  ought  to  be  made  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  Government. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  what  the  Bill 
proposed  was  already  the  law  in  London, 
Liverpool,  and  other  towns,  and  it  was 
supposed  by  the  promoters  that  there 
was  a  need  for  the  extension  of  that  law. 
He  did  not  approve  of  the  drafting  of 
the  Bill ;  but  the  Home  Secretary  had 
promised  to  consider  this  subject  to  see 
if  an  altei^tion  of  the  law  were  desirable  ; 
and  certainly,  by  reading  this  Bill  a 
Second  time  the  Govormnent  would  not 
be  boimd  to  assent  to  the  principle  of 
the  Measure. 

Ms.  W.  E.  M.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) 
thought  it  startling  to  be  told  that  in 
London  and  other  towns,  by  means  of 
private  Acta,  clauses  had  been  inserted 
which  really  gave  a  scope  to  the  criminal 
law  wider  than  that  of  the  general  law 
of  the  land.  The  introduction  of  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  showed  the  need  that  existed 
for  exercising  a  dose  watch  over  the  Bills 
introduced  by  private  Members  which 
proposed  to  make  changes  in  the  law. 
Unless  that  strict  scrutiny  was  observed 
it  might  happen  that  different  towns 
would  have  different  codes  of  law. 

Mr.  LOUGH  thought  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  ought  to  take  care  that 
their  Bills  were  in  a  proper  shape  before 
th^  submitted  them  to  the  House.  But 
the  Attorney  General  had  not  only  con- 
demned the  bad  drafting  of  the  Bill, 
but  laid  down  two  propositions — first, 
that  the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  one 
that  the  House  should  not  be  asked  to 
accept  hastily ;  and  secondly,  that  it  was 
not  right  that  a  Bill  proposing  a  change 
in  the  law  should  be  introduced  by  a 
private  Member.  These  were  weighty 
pronouncements,  and  he  wondered  th^ 
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had  not  led  to  the  immediate  with- 
drawal of  the*  Bill.  They  had  had  some 
experience  in  Ireland  of  persons  being 
prosecuted  on  suspicion.  It  was  now 
proposed  to  introduce  that  principle  into 
England  and  Wales.  It  was  very  diffi- 
cult for  anyone  to  get  tfarot^h.  life  with- 
out being  suspected  of  something  or 
another.  [Laughter.]  Even  hon.  Mem- 
bers were  constantly  suspected  of  having 
bad  motives  behind  everything  they  did. 
[Laughter.]  He  therefore  thought  the 
Bill  was  one  that  should  never  have  been 
introduced. 

Hr.  REGINALD  McRENNA .  (Mon- 
mouth, N.)  said  the  only  point  that  had 
been  made  on  behalf  of  the  Bill  was 
that  it  would  make  the  law  uniform  all 
over  the  country — that  the  main  clause 
of  the  Bill  already  existed  in  many  local 
Acta.  But  that  was  not  quite  correct. 
When  the  Committee  on  Police  and  Sani- 
tary R^ulations  passed  the  clause 
in  respect  to  London,  they  knew 
that  any  cases  that  might  arise 
would  come  before  the  police  magistrates. 
In  this  Bill  the  au^ority  was  not  a 
police  magistrate,  or  a  stipendiary  magis- 
trate, but  it  applied  to  all  cases  which 
might  come  before  an  ordinary  justice  of 
the  peace.  By  it  a  working  man  who 
was  walking  along  a  cou  ntry  road  with 
a  hare  in  his  hand  might  be  suspected 
by  a  policeman  of  poaching,  and  taken 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace  whose  pro- 
perty had  recently  suffered  from  poach- 
ing depredations.  In  this  way  the  work- 
man, who  might  have  bought  the  hare 
from  a  friend — [laughter] — might  be  un- 
justly and  summarily  convicted  and  sent 
to  prison. 

*Mb.  PATRICK  M*HUGH  (Leitrim 
N.)  said  it  appeared  to  him  this  Bill 
introduced  a  rather  extraordinary  inno- 
vation in  criminal  law. 


Mr.  buncombe  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put ;  "  but  Mr.  Sphakbb  withheld 
his  assent,  and  declined  then  to  put  the 

Question. 

3fr,  Lough. 
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•Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone,  in  last  Octo- 
ber, told  than  that  he  would  not  like  to 
see  Ireland  in  the -position  of  Lazarus, 
appealing  for  crumbs  at  the  gate  of 
Dives.    Was  this  canmb  to  be  refused  to 
Ireland?   If  it  were  as  good  as  its  sap* 
porters  said,  why  not  extmd  it  to  Ire- 
land?   He  held  it  was  a  bad  Bill.  They 
knew   a   great  deal  about  reasonable 
suspicions  in  Ireland,  and  many  people 
in  that  country  had  been  unreasonably 
suspected  and  had  served  long  tenns  of 
imprisonment  under  the  Coercion  Act. 
What  was  unjustly  enforced  in  Ireland 
might  be  unjustly  enforced  in  England. 
Many  people   would   not   be  able  to 
explain  how  they  got  possession  of  cer- 
tain arUoles  which  were  found  upon 
them.    It  would  be  impossible  for  the 
people  of  this  country  to  be  sure  that 
great  injustice  would  not  be  done  in 
many  instances,  as  tbey  would  have  to 
rely  on  the  discretion  of  the  policeman. 
The  discretion  of  the  police  in  Ireland 
was  sometimes  very  small,  but  small  an 
it  was  it  was  superior  to  that  of  tiie 
police  in  this  coimtiy,  as  the  Celtic  race 
was  admittedly  superior  to  the  Saxon 
in   intelligence.    [Laughter.]    He  ven- 
tiu-ed    to   think   that    some   of  the 
rural  justices  before  whom  these  cases 
would     come    were    rather     stu  pid 
and     they    were    a    selfish  class. 
He  appealed  to  the  hon.  jGrCDtleman  op- 
posite not  to  do  away  witii  the  right  of 
a  citizen  to  be  tried  by  twelve  of  his 
peers.    [Ministerial  laughter.]    It  was 
the  right  of  every  free  born  oitizoi  to  be 
deemed  innocent  until  he  was  proved  to 
be  guilty.    It  was  not  a  right  they  had 
always  enjoyed  in  Ireland.    But  a  dis- 
cussion of  affairs  in  Ireland  would  not 
be  germane  to  the  Motion.  [Ministerial 
laugJiter.]   It  would  be  a  fatal  blow  to 
the  recognised  rights  of  citizens  of  this 
Empire  if,  by  a  Bill  of  Uiis  kind,  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  were  left  to  the 
discretion  of  a  policeman  or  a  rural 
justice.   He  was  surprised  that  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Party  which  were  suf^iosed 
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— wrongfully  in  his  own  opinion — 
[laughi^^ — to  be  the  bulwark  of  law  and 
ordor  should  get  up  and  try  to  force 
through  a  Bill  like  this  in  opposition  to 
the  opinion  of  the  English  Attorney 
GeneraL  What  was  the  good  of  having 
an  Attorney  General — \loud  Ministerial 
laughter\---exid  payii^  him  a  large 
salary ;  also  a  Solicitor  General  1  [Renewed 
laughter.]  Why  should  the  country  be 
asked,  and  the  Irish  people  especially,  to 
contribute  to  the  sustenance  of  these 
gentlemen,  when  they  found,  on  a  grave 
and  vital  question  such  a«  this,  the 
opinions  of  those  grave  and  learned 
sdgnors — [loud  laughter] — were  not  ac- 
cepted by  their  followers! 

Mb.  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 
.(Yorks,  Shipley)  rose  in  his  place^  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put,"  but  Mr.  Speaker  withheld  his 
assent,  .and  declined  then  to  put  that 
Question.^ — Debate  resumed : — 

•Mb.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  said  that, 
supposing  he  had  in  his  possession  a  box  of 
cigars  or  cigarettes  he  did  not  wish  to 
account  for — [laughter] — was  he  to  be 
hauled  b^ore  a  magistrate  because  a 
policeman  took  it  into  his  head  to  un- 
reasonably suspect  him  1  [Renewed 
laughter.]  The  policeman  might  not  be 
able  to  understand  the  position  in  which 
he  found  himself,  and  he  might  be  sent 
to  the  common  gaol.  If  this  Bill  were 
passed  many  respectable  men  and  ladies 
— [laughter] — might  be  sent  to  the  com- 
mon gaol,  and — 

Mr.  J.  W.  MACLURE  (Lanes,  Stret- 
ford)  rose  in  .his  place,  and  claimed  to 
move,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put," 
but  Mr.  SpeiJior  withheld  his  assent,  and 
declined  then  to  put  that  Question. — 
Debate  resumed. 

*Mh.  PATRICK  M'HUGH :  And  com- 
pelled to  associate  with  burglars  and 
wife  beaters.  It  would  be  a  disgrace  to 
tiie  House  and  to  the  party  of  law  and 
order  if  such  a  Bill  were  passed. 


The  hon.  Member  was  speaking  at 
Twelve  o'clock,  when  the  Debate  was 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Monday  next. 


KITCHEN  AND  REFRESHMENT  ROOMS 
(HOUSE  OP  COMMONS)  COMMITTEE. 

Sm  WILLIAM  WALROND  (Devon, 
Tiverton)  moved :  — 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
control  the  arrangements  for  the  Kitchen  and 
Refreshment  EoomB,  in  the  Department  of  the 
Serjeant-at-Arms  attending  this  lloaao ;  that 
the  Committee  do  consiat  m  17  Members ;  tiiat 
iSx.  Jamee  Bailej,  Mr.  Broadhorst,  Mr.  Bichard 
Cavendiah,  Mr.  Cochrane,  Mr.  Thomas  Curran, 
Mr.  Horatio  Daviee,  Oeneral  Ooldeworthy,  Mr. 
Jacohy,  Mr.  Kearley,  Mr.  Lafone,  Mr.  LleweUyn, 
Colonel  Lockwood,  Mr.  Macdona,  Mr,  Lloyd 
Morgan,  Mr.  F-  J.  Power,  Ur.  William  Red- 
mond, and  Lord  Stanley,  be  Members  of  the 
Committee." 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber, 
land,  Cockormouth)  said  that  he  wished 

to  put  a  question  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  Greneral  with 
regard  to  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  himself  had  declared  to  be  the 
illegal  practice  of  sellii^  intoxicating 
liquors  at  the  bars  in  that  building.  Ho 
wanted  to  know  what  had  been  done  with 
regard  to  the  matter  since  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  made  his  state* 
ment  on  the  subject,  when  he  informed 
the  House  that  he  had  looked  into  the 
law  relating  to  it,  and  had  found  that  the 
sale  of  drink  at  the  bars  was  thoroi^hly 
illegal.  That  was  a  week  ago,  and  yet 
he  had  not  heard  of  anybody  having  been 
arrested  and  taken  before  the  Coiul;. 
Neither  had  he  heard  that  the  Inland 
Revenue  had  taken  any  proceedings  in 
the  matter.  It  was  not  right  for  this 
sort  of  thing  to  be  allowed  to  go  on  with- 
out there  being  uiy  1^1  right  to  sell 
drink  in  the  building.  He  wished  to 
know  what  was  going  to  be  done  in  the 
matter. 

Thh  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Wbbstsr,  Isle  of  Wight)  said 
that  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
was  quite  correct,  and  be  could  only 
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repeat  what  he  had  already  said — ^aamelj, 
tlut  as  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  House 
was  now  carried  on  it  was  not  according 
to  law,  but  he  said  it  was  obTious  that  no 
action  could  be  taken  in  the  matter  until 
the  Kitchen  Committee  was  appointed. 
Several  courses  would  be  open  to  them. 
They  might  say  it  was  desirable  to  con- 
fine the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  House  solely 
to  Members  of  the  House,  in  which  case 
a  Teiy  large  question  would  arise  in  point 
of  law.  They  might,  however,  think  it 
eoiiTenieut  that  liquor  should  be  sold  to 
witoesses  and  othen  attending  the 
House,  and  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  existing  practice,  which  bad  been 
working  for  upwards  of  60  years,  should 
be  legalised.  And  again,  they  might 
decide  to  make  a  change  with  r^rd 
to  the  way  in  which  the  sale  was  carried 
on.  The  matter  had  not  been  over- 
looked, and  he  was  in  communication 
with  the  Home  Secretary,  the  ChanoeUor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  some  of  the  pro- 
posed members  of  the  Committee  with 
r^ard  to  it. 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  control  the  arrangements 
for  the  Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Rooms 
in  the  department  of  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  attending  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  con- 
sist of  seventeen  Members. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nomi- 
nated of, — Mr.  James  Bailey,  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  Mr.  Richard  Cavendish,  Mr. 
Cochrane,  Mr.  Thomas  Cuiran,  Bfr. 
Horatio  Davies,  General  Goldsworthy, 
Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr.  Keariey,  Mr.  Lafone, 
Mr.  Llewellyn,  Colonel  Lockwood,  iSi. 
Macdona,  Mr.  Lloyd  Moi^an,  Mr.  P.  J. 
Power,  Mr.  William  liedmond,  and  Lord 
Stanly. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. — 
{iSir  William  Walrond.) 
Attorney  GmenU. 
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IKDU6TBIES  (IKELA^fD). 

Bill  to  f^ord  fticiUties  for  the  establish- 
ment and  development  of  Industries  in 
Ireland,  Ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Patrick  Aloysias 
M'Hugli,  Mr.  Lough,  and  Mr.  Knox; 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  First 
time;  to  be  read  a  Second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  10th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.— {Bill  102.] 


BRITISH  TRADE  AND  FOREIGN 

COMPETITION. 

On  the  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of 
the  House, 

Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 

Central)  asked  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  how  it  was  that  the  Report  on 
British  Trade  and  Foreign  Competition, 
prepared  by  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle,  the 
Permanent  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  "The  Comparative  Statistics 
of  Population,  Industry  and  Commerce 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  some  leading 
foreign  countries,"  which  was  laid  yester^ 
day  upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  had 
appeared  in  2'k£  Times  of  that  day,  while 
hou.  Members  were  unable  to  obtain  a 
copyl  He  wished  also  to  know  when 
the  Report  would  be  in  the  bands  of  Iwn. 
Members. 

Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  or 
TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  liiTCHiB,  Croydon) 
said  that  he  did  not  know  how  the 
Report  came  to  be  published  in  T/ie 
Timet.  Had  he  sent  oxit  the  Report  he 
should  have  seen  that  it  was  sent  to  all 
the  newspapers.  He  was  unable  to  say 
when  the  Report,  which  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  printers,  could  be  furnished  to 
hon.  Members,  but  no  time  would  be  lost 
in  the  matter. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  Ten  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock  tifi  Monday  a»xt 
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HOUSE  OF  LORD! 
Monday,  Ut  F^ymary  18&7. 


ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS. 

TuE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  t^e  Clerk  oi 
the  Parliaments  had  prepared  and  laid 
it  on  the  Table  ;  the  same  was  ordered 
to  be  printed.— {No.  5.] 


THOMPSON'S  DIVORCE  BILL  [it.L.] 
A  Bill  to  dissolve  the  marriage  of 
Agnes  Weir  Thompson,  the  wife  of 
Abraham  Thompson,  of  Belfast,  in  the 
county  of  Antrim,  solicitor,  with  the 
said  Abraham  Thompson,  and  to  enable 
her  to  marry  a^in,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses :  Presented  (on  petition),  and  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  in  and  of  the 
decree  of  divorce  of  the  Probate  and 
JU  atrimonial  Division  of  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  in  Ireland,  delivered  (on  oath) ; 
Bill  read  l"* ;  and  to  be  read  2"  on  Tuesday 
the  2nd  of  March  next.  The  usual  ordei^ 
were  made. 


COMPANIES  BILL  [h,l.]. 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Companies  Act 
was  presented  by  the  Earl      Dudley ; 
read  1*  \  and  tu  be  printed. — [No.  7.] 


PARLIAMENTARY  FRANCHISE 
(WOMEN)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  for  extending  the  Fterliamentary 
fraiiohise  to  women,  was  jwesented  by 
the  Viaconnt  Templetown  ;  read  \\  and 
to  be  printed.— [No.  S.] 


INDIAN  FAMINE. 
»LoED  KINNAIRD  rose  to  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Oovenunent  what  were  the 
number  of  relief  camps  at  preset  estab- 
lished in  the  famine  districts  in  India, 
and  at  what  distance  they  were  situated 
apart;  whether  the  QoTermnent  could 
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state  how  often  each  relief  camp  was 
visited  by  a  British  official  or  other 
European  member  of  committee;  whether 
they  could  furmah  statistics  showing  the 
increase  of  mortality  in  the  famme  dis* 
tricts  during  the  past  few  months,; 
whether  tiie  Indian  Goremment  were 
taking  any  measures  to  store  grain  in 
remote  districts  more  thui  30  miles  from 
a  railway  or  large  navigable  river ; 
whether  the  Government  still  declined  to 
store  and  sell  grain,  and  resolved  to  leave 
the  safety  of  such  remote  tracts  to  the 
action  of  private  individuals  whether 
such  a  policy  of  abstention  was  not 
essayed  both  in  Orissa  in  1866  and  in 
Southern  India  in  1877 ;  and  whether 
the  result  was  not  in  both  cases  that  the 
price  mounted  to  five  and,  in  some  oaaeF, 
ten  times  their  ordinary  figure,  followed 
by  uncontrollable  calamity  and  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  deaths.  He  said  that 
he  wished  to  refer  shortly  to  the  experi 
enco  gained  in  past  famines,  especially  in 
the  famine  of  1877.  In  that  year  it 
appeared 

"  that  prices  were  quoted  week  after  week 
at  five  and  six  times  and  even  eight  tiroes 
those  ordinarily  cnrrent,  yet  the  same  cold 
monningleHt  formulas  were  week  after  week 

Sublish^,  '  supply  sufficient,'  *  supply  mid- 
liug,' '  supply  fair,' '  supply  plentiful,'  '  supply 
enough.'  As  if  this  coulu  ty  any  poSGibihty 
bo  the  ease  conlcmjMraneoQsIy  with  a  continua- 
tion of  such  prices.  In  only  one  district, 
Kaladgi,  was  it  occaaionaUy  hinted  that  the- 
Bupply  was  defective.  Early  in  January,  1877, 
the  prices  there  were  quadrupled." 

Yet  no  steps  were  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  import  food. 

"The  month  of  August  found  the  Viceroy 
officially  announcing  that  the  price  of  food  aver- 
aged five  times,  in  many  parts  eight  times,  that  of 
ordinary  years ;  it  was  admitted  that  success  had 
not  atttmded  the  efforts  to  save  life.  Succetsin- 
deed  had  become  imposaible  in  the  face  of  that 
one  cardinal  error  cn  non>  importation.  The 
"iSaAna  Belief  Committee  was  then  telegraphing 
to  Uie  Lord  Mayor.  *  Middle  classes  exhausted, 
owing  to  famine  prices,'  and  even  in  towns  and 
centres  of  civilisation,  those  below  the  middle 
(■lasses  were  dying  in  thousands.  In  one 
district  of  Salem  haU-a-million  persimB  were 
missing,  the  greater  majority  of  whom  had 
perish^  from  Htarvation.  In  the  more  dis- 
tressed parts  of  Madras  it  waa  officially  admitted 
that  probably  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion had  disappeared,  and  in  those  of  Bombay 
about  12  per  cent.  It  was,  at  the  close  of  the 
famine,  officially  recorded  that  in  36  distreMcd 
taluks :  10  in  B(»nbay,  and  15  in  Madras — 
866,000  persons  out  of  a  populatioD  of  less  than 
fiv6  miliums  were  missing." 
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These  reoords  showed  that  the  questions 
standing  in  his  name  on  the  Paper, 
referred  to  a  subject  which  called  for 
immediate  atteatioa.  In  paragraph  42 
of  the  Famine  Code,  it  was  laid  down 
that-^ 

**  Only  in  %Try  exceptional  casetf.  and  in  the  last 
reBCfft,  will  Goveminent  take  direct  action  to 
import  proin,  and  Oovemmnnt  will  not  interfere 
with  private  trade,  bo  long  aa  that  trade  is  able 

.  and  willing  to  place  food  at  reasonable  pricea, 
within  the  reach  of  the  diBtreased  people.  If 
compelled  to  interfere  because  grain  is  not  in, 

'  or  is  withheld  from  a  local  market,  Govern- 
ment will  ,  do  so  only  until  the  wdinary  coiuve 
of  trade  is  restored.** 

It  seemed  that  Gk>Teroment  did  not 
contemplate  taking  any  steps  merely  on 
the  ground  ui  high  prices.  Thus,  if  again, 
•as  in  1877»  prices  should  rise  to  five  or 
six  times  that  of  a  good  year,  and  should 
be  impossible  for  the  great  majority,  and 
if  at  the  same  time,  as  in  1877,  supplies 
should  be  otBcially  returned  as  "  sufficient, 
plentiful,  fair,"  no  action  would  be  taken. 
Nor  did  it  seom  that  Government  would 
take  action  in  any  ciise  save  in  "  very 
exceptional  -jafes  and  in  the  last  resort." 
If  QoTemmeat  was  to  wait  for  that 
stage,  and  only  then  to  set  about  making 
purchases  in  cUstant  lands,  how  were  the 
people  to  subsist  during  the  month  or  six 
weeks  that  would  certainly  elapse 
between  the  inception  of  Government 
action,  and  the  arrival  of  the  grain  in  re- 
mots  paits  "i  Those  parts  would  always  be 
the  ones  most  difficult  of  access,  to  which 
transport  would  take  longest.  It  was 
only  by  being  already  prepared,  by  hav- 
ing stores  available  in  remote  parts  to  be 
drawn  upon  at  once  on  the  occurrence  of 
such  a  condition  of  things,  that  a  disaster 
could  be  averted.  And  high  prices  should 
be  an  essential  element  in  deciding 
Government  when  to  open  its  stores.  If 
it  were  when  importing  to  declare  that 
its  price  would  be  18  lbs.  per  rupee  (a 
price  never  yet  exceeded  for  long  without 
a  grievouR  calamity)  and  that  it  would 
never  move  from  that,  private  trade 
would  have  a  degree  of  security  and  cer- 
tainty concerning  its  operation  which  now 
with  "  corners"  and  **  rigging  "  it  had  not. 
So  much  merchants  admitted  ;  but  they 
were  terrified  at  the  idea  of  Government 
changing  its  rate  from  time  to  time— a 
fatal  policy.  Government  had,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  policy  thus  laid  down  in 
its  Famine  Code,  refrained  from  impor- 
tation and  sale.    It  bad  at  the  same 

Lord  KitmaU^ 


time  assembled  huge  masses  of  people  on 
to  its  works  —  in  some  cases  about 
30,000  on  a  work  of  no  very  great 
extent.  The  only  proviaion  tiie  Code 
made,  for  securing  mat  money  wage 
paid  these  workers  could  procure  grain, 
was  this ; — 

"  One  or  more  contrartora  may  be  appointed 

for  eat-h  circle  by  the  collector." 

But  this  contractor  was  not  a  salaried 
servant,  and  he,  himself  a  local  grain 
dealer,  could  surrender  at  a  moment's 
notice.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent 
him  from  breaking  his  contract,  and 
leaving  the  labourers  one  morning  with 
nothing  to  eat.  There  was  nothing  to 
prevent  Mm  from  doing  this  at  any 
moment  in  case  of  a  combination  anHMig 
dealers.  Of  course  he  might  be  pro- 
ceeded against  in  the  Civil  Courts,  but 
of  what  avail  would  litigation  of  that 
sort  be  in  saving  life  I  Two  mornings 
ago,  Reuter's  agent  reported  from 
Bijapur,  a  work  with  5,000  persons  on  it 
where  no  provisions  were  supplied,  the 
labourers  having  to  come  into  Bijapur, 
six  miles,  to  effect  the  necessary  pur^ 
chases.  And  so  far,  we  were  only  at 
the  banning  of  the  diflSculties.  The 
Secretary  of  State  in  his  Dispatch  of 
15th  Jan.  1897,  recognised  that,  in 
October  last,  in  74  districts  the  cheapest 
kinds  of  grain  were  dearer  than  20  lbs. 
per  rupee.  He  anticipated  that  distress 
would  increase  till  April,  possibly  to  the 
end  of  May,  and  would  not  subside  till 
August  or  September.  He  approved 
the  decision  of  the  Indian  Government 
"  to  abstain  from  any  interference  with 
the  operations  of  the  grain  trade,"  and 
added — 

"  its  operations,  eo  long  as  they  are  effecUve;, 
miitit  nut  be  subjected  to  competition  by  Govern- 
ment agtmcy." 

No  one  would  for  a  moment  suggest 
anything  else  than  what  was  contained 
in  this  last  sentence;  but  it  was  where^ 
by  absence  of  supplies  or  by  impossible 
prices,  private  trade  showed  thatits  opera* 
tions  were  not  effective,  that  Government 
must  sell  if  a  whole  population  was  not 
either  to  starve  or  to  be  brought  on  to 
the  relief  works,  and  the  calamity  was 
to  be  checked  from  becoming  uncontrt^- 
able.  If  that  was  so,  it  followed 
necessarily,  that  Government  must  be 
already  prepared  with  its  stores  on  t4ie 
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apot^  vhioh  stores  it  must  have  already 
imported  from  distant  lands.  As  yeb, 
no  step^  had  baen  taken  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  supplies  of  these  distant 
lands  had  apparently  not  yet  been  drawn 
on  jEor  the  wants  of  India.' 

"  I  don't  gather  that  sappUes  of  food  are  yet 
coining  into  the  distressed  districta  from  Banni, 
Madras  or  Siam," 

wrota  the  Secretary  of  Sbate  on  the  loth 
January,  [897.  The  reason  was  natural 
enough.  Prices  in  those  parts  had 
already,  owing  to  demands  which  India 
.was  ordinarily  wont  to  supply,  risen 
much ;  they  left  bat  a  narrow  margin 
for  the  private  traders'  profit  after 
damage  and  freight  had  oeen  paid ; 
and  tiien  there  were  the  further  risks  of 
the  grain  not  proving  popular  (a  risk 
which  the  intimate  knowledge  of  Govern- 
ment officials  would  go  far  to  obviate), 
the  difficulty  of  carriage  into  remote 
parts,  and  a  hundred  other  difficulties 
which  it  required  a  very  large  possible 
profit  to  encoun^  a  private  trader  to 
face.  The  results  so  far  of  the  present 
policy  on  this  point  had  been  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  prophecy  of  the 
Lieut.-Governor  of  the  North- West  Pro- 
vinces on  tibe  30th  September,  prices  had 
been— 

"  driven  up  altogether  oat  of  the  reach  of  large 
nambers  of  the  poorer  ryota  (cultivatora  with 
holdings  of  their  own),  agricultural  labourers, 
artisans  and  others." 

They  had  been  thrown  on  the  hands  of 
the  Government  for  relief.  Others  would 
gradually  be  swept  into  the  spreading 
vortex.  On  the  23rd  November  he  re- 
ported **  prices  phenomenally  high,  and 
prices  of  coarsest  and  best  food  grains 
approximating  as  they  do  in  famines." 
Prices  had  in  many  parts  ot  the  afflicted 
districts  for  three  months  not  been  more 
favourable  than  16  and  17  lbs.  per  rupee. 
These  presumably  were  the  official  prices 
of  the  grain  markets ;  in  the  remote 
parts  they  would,  if  that  were  so,  be 
much  higher.  The  numbers  on  relief 
had  risen  to  two  millions,  showing  thus 
early  great  and  widespread  exhaustion 
among  classes  who  should  have  stood  out 
much  longer.  On  the  28th  October 
1896,  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Cen- 
tral Provinces  wrote : — 

**  WiUi  exhausted  stocks  deficient  harvests, 
and  the  preeeure  of  a  load  o    lebt,  which  hod 


steidily  grown  during  the  succasslon  of  un- 
favourable  yeira,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
feeling  of  the  agricultural  populitioii  should  be 
one  of  great  despondency,  almost  ot  despair,  and 
that  the  podition  of  the  landleaa  eiaaaea  should 
cuose  the  gravest  anxiety." 

From  Bahar  in  Ootober,  combinations  of 
grain  dealers  were  reportsd — they  withr 
held  supplies  for  soms  days.  The  Lieilt.- 
Governor  of  the  Punjab  in  November 
reported  combinations  of  grain  dealers 
and  rising  pricas.  The  Lieut.- 
Governor  of  Bengal  on  November  18th 
sent  a  long  report  to  the  Government  of 
India,  dealing  more  especially  with  the 
condition  of  Behar.  Contrasting  it  with 
the  Behar  of  1874,  when  th«e  was  the 
&mine,  he  pointed  out  the  enormous 
spread  of  rulways  throughout  the  pro- 
vince of  Behar  in  lut  20  years  (589 
miles  as  against  147)  and  added — 

"  But  though  there  are  many  grounds  for  con- 
fidence which  did  not  exist  in  1873-74,  the  fact 
cannot  be  overlooked  that  there  are  also  fresh 
grounds  for  anxiet' .  Prices  of  food  grains  have 
steadily  risen  during  the  past  two  years,  and 
are  now  higher  than  they  ever  have  been  before ; 
this  fact,  oonpled  with  the  facts  already  men- 
tioned, that  wages  have  not  risen  propornon  illy 
to  prices;  that  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
poorer  classes  has  therefore,  been  steadily 
diminishing,  and  is  now  less  than  ever  it.  was; 
that  whereas  in  fonner  years  of  scarcity  prices 
were  k^t  down  by  importation  from  mo  North 
Western  Provinces  and  lower  Bengal,  in  the 
present  year,  supplies  from  these  sources  cannot 
03  confidently  rehed  upon — are  all  circumstances 
that  give  fresh  cause  for  anxiety,  which  had  no 
evstence  in  1873-74." 

The  Lieut.-Governor  proceeded  to  remark 
that  it  was  estimated  that  there  was  a 
deficit  of  550,000  tons  of  grain  in  Behar 
for  the  year's  provision,  and  while  hoping 
that  this  estimate  might  prove  exa^er^ 
ated,  he  added — 

"  if  private  trade  does  not  step  in  in  time  to 
saptuy  the  deticit,  there  may  be  at  any  time  a 
panic,  and  a  sadden  rise  in  prioee.  The  question 
whether  private  trade  will  do  tdl  that  is  required 
is  in  reahty  the  erux  of  the  utoation." 

He  pointed  oat,  that  to  relieve  tiie 
situation,  the  importations  must  ooma 
from  beyond  the  sea  (this,  two  months 
later  the  Secretary  of  State  sud,  had  not 

been  done)— 

"  Bccauso  the  high  prices  in  Eastern  Ben^l, 
and  the  indications  of  distress  already  existing 
in  districts  that  were  always  considered  free 
from  risk  of  scaroity,  fihow  that  little  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  supplies  from  witiiin  the  province 
of  Bengal." 
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He  laid  ^at  stress  on  the  loophole  in 

the  Famine  Commissioners'  Repprt : — 

"A  resolution  to  rely  on  the  ordinary  opera- 
iiona  of  trade  to  meet  the  wanta  of  the  roimtiy, 
imqiicationahly  rests,  not  only  on  the  artivity  of 
traders,  hut  also  on  the  probability  of  the 
reqnimte  snj^lies  of  food  being  forthcoming  at 
the  critical  time." 

.  "They  admitted — '*  he  added— "that  there  mav 
be  cases  in  which  Government  interference  la 
.admissible,  snch  as  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
food  reijuired  for  payment  of  wages  on  relief 
-worka,  and  distribution  of  gratuitous  relief 
etimaUting  trade  when  it  is  sluggieh  or  tails  to 
act,  or  grain  dealen  combine  and  refuse  to  sdl." 

^he  concluaioa  he  arrived  at  was — 

t .  That  there  is  ground  for  confidence  that  the 
^ood  wants  of  the  provinces  will  be  met  by 
private  trade." 

Thesfr  hopes  he  built  on  antidpated  im- 
portations from  Burma,  importations 
which  two  months  later  the  Secretary  of 
^tate  pointed  out  had  not  taken  place. 
He  added — • 
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was  not,  and  would  not  place  grain  in 
the  market  at  possible  {urioes.  They 
knew,  as  all  experience  eiioved,  that  to 
store  and  sell  grain  to  the  peasantry  at 
po5tsible  prices  was  the  bent,  and  indeed 
the  only  way  of  staving  off  an  almost  uni- 
versal destitution.  The  Government,  who 
in  India  was  more  emphatically  than  in 
any  other  country  the  one  great  landlord 
still  declined  to  move  in  this  direction. 
These  gentlemen  were  no  more  grain 
dealers  than  the  Government  was ;  but 
close  acquaintance  with  the  nec88aiti(>s 
of  the  case  compelled  them  to  turn  to. 
Of  one  district;  Khnlna,  in  Lower  Ben- 
gal, the  Lieut.- Qovemor,  on  the  20th 
November,  reported  that  he  had  just 
heard  from  the  Commissioner  that  relief 
must  be  started  in  one  sub-division,  that 
the  price  of  rice  in  the  bazaars  was  13 
to  14  lbs.  per  rupee,  and  that  these  were 
merely  fancy  prices  as  the  grain  was  not 
forthcoming  in  any  quantities  even  at 
that  price  ; — 


"  It  is  necessary  to  repeat  that,  in  view  of  the 
vnpfuralleled  higlmess  of  prices,  and  of  extent 
of  the  area  over  which  there  has  been  shortness 
of  crops  throagbout  India,  the  situation  an  re- 
gards the  food  supply  is  not  free,  even  in  Ben- 
gal, irpm  elements  of  doubt  and  anxiety." 

These  doubts  should  now  have  become 
intensified.  It  ai:^>eared  that  in  parts  of 
threte  of  the  Behar  districts,  Champaran, 
Moiuffirput,  and  Darbhan^,  communi- 
«ationa  were  still  defective.  Thess  were 
generally  large  exporting  districts,  and 
were  therefore  without  any  native  machi- 
nery for  import.  Exports,  arranged  for 
)>eforehand  in  all  probability,  were  in 
November  still  gomg  forward  t^ere, 
though  it  was  in  these  parts  the  failure 
hod  been  greatest,  and  prices  were 
between  15  and  18  lbs.  per  rupee.  The 
planters  of  Mozufferpur  were  arranging 
for  importing  1,500  tons  of  rice  from 
-Rangoon  for  sale  on  easy  terms  to  their 
Vill^ra.  The  Maharaja  of  Darbhanga 
was  similarly  arranging  for  5,000  tons 
for  sale  on  favourable  terms  to  his 
tenants  ;  but  inasmuch  as  this  was  being 
bought  locally,  it  might  have  had  the 
undesirable  effect  of  shortening  supplies 
in  the  markets  and  raising  prices.  These 
gentlemen,  so  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  wants  of  the  peasantry  on  their 
^states  acted  thus  so  far  back  as  Novem- 
ber^  and  they  could  only  have  done  so 
from  the  knowledge  that  private  trade 
Lord  Kinnaird. 


"  If  the  state  of  things  is  so  bad  in  Khnlna, 
with  its  abundant  waterways  and  its  prtKimity 
to  Calcutta,  it  is  only  probablethat  the  conditioa 
of  things  in  more  distant  places  may  be  equally 
bad." 

Aj9  to  the  chance  of  private  trade  doing 
all  that  was  required,  which  was  to  keep 
prices  down,  even  in  the  most  outrof-the- 
way  parts  to  a  rate  not  dearer  than 
18  lbs.  of  common  food  per  rupee,  which 
all  experience  showed  must  not  be 
passed,  and  cannot  long  be  passed, 
without  an  uncontrollable  calamity,  the 
following  are  not  unimportant  consider- 
ations. Wheat  and  rice  were  probably 
the  main  food  stuffs  in  question — rice  in 
the  more  eastern  and  southern  of  the 
affected  districts,  wheat  in  those  more  to 
the  north-west.  The  Lieut.-GoTemor 
of  Bengal,  with  the  best  information 
before  him,  wrote  to  the  Government 
of  India  on  the  18th  November  as 
follows  : — 

"Cargoes  of  Califomian  Ivheat  of  4,000  to 
5,000  tuns  cui-h  can  be  landed  in  Calcutta  at  lia.  A 
to  Its.   S.I   per   mannd.     Oifeis   for  aoch 

cargoes  to  arrire  in  two  months  or  more  are 
not  higher  than  Rs.  4.10  to  Rs.  4.11  a  fact  which 
indicated,  in  the  opinion  of  merchants,  the  priec 
of  wheat  will  not  in  Calcutta  rise  bey<»)u 
Rs.  4.10  to  4.11  within  the  next  two  months." 

But  these  were  wholesale  and  not  retafl 

prices;  the  retail  price  in  Calcutta,  to 
admit  of  any  profit  at  that  tim^  would 
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■be  quite  Bs.  5  per  maund,  or  16  Jba.  per 
rupee.  It  app«tred  from  the  above  that 
C^ifomiaa  wheat  could  not  be  imported 
at  a  less  cost  than  Bs.  5  per  maund  at 
the  seaboard,  'which  would  mean  quite 
Re.  5.  8.  before  reaching  the  railway 
stations  in  the  North  West,  and  Rs.  6 
before  penetrating  into  the  remote  parts. 
Then  a  profit  would  have  to  be  made  by 
the  retail  vendor,  and  his  risks  had  to  be 
covered,  so  that  Bs,  6^  was  probably  the 
price  at  which  private  trade  could  afford 
to  import  and  retail  wheat  in  the  interior 
of  the  North  West  Provinces.  This 
would  mean  about  12  Ibe  per  rupee. 
As  to  rice,  the  same  authority  on  the 
same  date  wrote  that  new  coarse  Burma 
rice  (which  was  not  much  in  favour) 
could  be  obtained  at  Rangoon  (for  de- 
livery in  two  months  or  later)  at  Bs  3.  8. 
per  maund,  or  Bs.^  4.  8.  at  Calcutta. 
This  would  mean  quite  Bs.  0  at  any 
central  railway  station,  in  Behar,  and 
quite  Rs.  6  before  the  retail  vendor  in 
remote  parts  could  hope  to  secure  a  profit. 
That  would  be  about  13^  lbs.  per  rupee. 
Thus,  so  far  as  he  could  Eee,there  was  no 
chance,  and  since  November  there  had 
been  no  chance,  of  private  trade  being 
able  to  import  and  retail  the  grain  in 
common  use  at  such  a  price  as  was 
possible  for  the  people,  or  as  could 
possibly  hope  to  stave  o£f  the  spread  of 
a  calamity  which  threatened  to  become 
almost  uoiTersal.  In  this  connection 
too  it  must  be  remembered  that,  as  Sir 
Lepel  Griffin  pointed  out  the  other  day 
in  a  letter  to  The  Times,  the  savings  of  the 
cultivators  of  India  were  always  largely 
invested  in  the  silver  ornaments  of  their 
women.  These  formed  their  savings 
bank.  Hitherto,  in  all  famine  times, 
these  had  been  turned  into  rupees  for 
the  purchase  of  grain.  The  price  they 
had  fetched  in  rupees  had  been  the  value 
of  the  silver.  Now  things  were  different. 
The  Govemment  by  closing  the  mints 
had  put  the  rupee  25  p.c.  above  the 
value  of  the  silver  it  contained,  and  the 
cultivator  now,  in  order  to  get  4  rupees, 
would  have  to  sell  the  silver  of  five. 
His  means  of  purchasing  were  thus 
materially  reduced,  and  the  181b.  price 
of  which  he  had  spoken  as  one  which 
previous  experience  showed  could  not  be 
materially  passed,  became  now,  owing  to 
the  above  circumstance,  all  the  more 
emi^atically  so.  The  Secretary  of  State, 


-in  his  Dispatch  of  Jamnary-  15  to  the; 
Viceroy,  stated : — 

"  I  do  not  gather  that  supplies  of  food  are 
yet  coining  from  Bnnna,  Madras,  or  Siain,"'but 
itdded,  "I  question  if  Indian  prices  are  as  yet 
high  enough  to  attract  wheat  or  com  maize  from 
the  Weet." 

Thus  it  would  seem  certain  that  private 
trade  would  not  in  the  present  distress 
move  to  help  materially  by  importa- 
tion fji  foreign  grain  except  prica  for 
common  grain  in  the  interior  rose  to 
about  12  or  13  lbs.  per  rupee.  But  this 
was  a  price  which  must  at  all  hazards  be 
prevented.  It  could  only  be  prevented 
at  a  loss  to  the  importers ;  and  Govem- 
ment was  alone  the  importer  who  could 
afford  the  loss,  and  who  was  bound  to 
incur  it. 

*Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (The  Eabl  of 
Onslow)  said  he  was  sorr^  that  he  <M)uld 
not  give  the  noble  Lord  any  information 
as  to  the  exact  number  of  relief  camps 
in  existence.  He  could  say,  however, 
that  each  relief  work  was  under  a  res- 
ponsible officer  who  visited  that  relief 
work  constantly.  The  numbers  engaged 
on  the  relief  works  varied  from  100  or 
200  to  28,000  or  30,000,  and  some  of 
those  woris  were  under  the  charge  of 
the  local  zemindars,  .who  did  most  excel- 
lent service  in  a. recent  famine.  ..The 
Govemment  had  certain  statistics  as  to 
the  mortality  in  certain  districts  of  the 
Jabalpur  division,  and  these  showed  that 
there  was  a  large  mortidity  in  some  of 
the  autumn  months  of  last  year  due 
mainly  to  cholera  or  fever,  but  that 
mortality  had  been  decreasing.  They  had 
desired  the  Government  of  India  -  to 
supply  information,  shortly  and  roughly  as 
it  must  necessarily  be,  from  time  to  time 
whenever  there  was  any  considerable 
increase  of  mortality  above  the  normal. 
As.  to  measures  for  the  storage  of  grain, 
it  was  perfectly  trae  that  it  was  the  policy 
of  former  Governments  for  a  short  time 
to  import  themselves  grain  into  the  dis- 
tressed districts,  but-^e  result  of  that 
was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  the 
famine  of  1876.  Towards  th.e  close  of  the 
year — the  Government  ceased  to  import 
grain  into  the  districts,  and  the  cons&> 
qnence  was  that  as  soon  as  Govemment 
competition  had  disappeared  'the  {private 
traders  were  encouraged  to  take  up  and 
continue  their  operations,  and  at  one  time 
no  less  than  4,000  tons  a  day  were  poured 
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into  thefaminedistricte  until  the  railways 
were  carrying  as  much  as  it  was  possible 
for  tbem  to  carry.  With  the  experience 
which  the  Government  of  India  had  of 
several  famines  they  had  determined  to 
lay  down  the  principle  that  they 
would  not  interfere  with  private  trade 
so  long  as  private  trade  was  able  to 
supply  the  necessities  of  the  people, 
dues  were  described  as  exceptional  in 
the  Famine  Codes,  one  of  which  was 
published  in  the  Blue-book  in  which 
it  was  the  duty  <^  the  GoTemment^ 
and  one  which  they  reoo^ised,  to 
intervene.  They  recognised  that  food 
must  be  provided  at  relief  works,  that 
trade  must  be  stimulated  where  it 
was  slnggish  by  guaranteeing  priors 
or  advancing  money  to  traders,  and 
where  there  was  a  combination  among 
traders  not  to  sell  at  normal 
jHices  the  Government  might  inter- 
vene, but  save  in  tiiose  exertional 
cases  the  Government  of  India  were 
satisfied  tiiat  the  requirements  of  the 
situation  could  be  met,  as  far  as  could 
be  seen  in  the  immediate  future,  by  the 
action  of  piivate  traders.  The  noble 
Ijord  was,  no  doubt,  aware  that  the 
Local  Governments  in  the  different 
provinces  had  full  power  to  act  in  those 
exceptional  cases  whenever  they  arose 
within  tJieir  districts.  The  nob!e  Lord 
had  stated  that  tiie  present  famine  was 
of  exceptional  severity,  and  that  it  had 
spread  over  a  wider  area  than  any  pre- 
vious &mine.  ]t  was  perfectly  true,  at 
any  rate  so  far  as  the  extent  ol  the  area 
was  oonoemed  ;  but  he  thought  the  noble 
Lord  would  agree  that  upon  no  former 
occasion  had  the  Government  of  Indis 
been  in  so  favourable  a  position  owing 
to  the  wise  foresight  of  those  who  laid 
down  the  Famine  Codes  for  dealing  with 
so  widespread  a  calamity.  He  assured 
the  noble  Lord  that,  although  a  new 
condition  of  affairs  had  arisrai  inasmuch 
as  the  stocks  grain  in  India  were 
likely  to  be  drawn  upon  to  the  fullest 
possible  extent,  and  it  was  possible  that 
it  might  be  necessary  to  import  grain 
from  outside,  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Government  of  India  were  giving  the 
most  careful  attention  to  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Lord 
would  Hot  be  lost  sight  of.  The  Govern- 
ment of  India  would  be  the  last  persons 
to  desire  t^t  their  lordships  should 
refrain  from  criticism  of  their  action,  but 
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he  expressed  a  hope  that  in  this  unex- 
ampled and  donUe  calamity  which  iiad 

fallen  on  Ind^  the  Viceroy  and  his 
advisers  might  have  the  support  of  their 
lordships  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
He  was  satisfied  that  if  they  were 
successful  in  combating  this  great  evU 
they  would  establish  a  greater  claim  even 
than  the  remembrance  of  our  military 
prowess  or  naval  supremacy  on  the 
loyalty  and  affection  of  the  people  of 
India.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
*Thb  Eabl  of  NOBTHBROOK  :  I 
am  sure  my  noble  Friend  who  introduced 
.this  subject  was  quite  justified  in  d<Hng 
so,  because  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  calamity  which  affects 
our  Indian  Empire,  and  of  the  great 
ditBculties  with  which  the  Government 
of  India  has  to  contend  in  meeting  it. 
The  question  whether  it  is  desirable  or 
otherwise  for  the  (zovemment  to  interfere 
with  trade  for  the  purchase  and  storage 
of  grain  in  affected  parts  oi  the  country, 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  difficult 
administntive  questions  wiih  which  any 
Government  can  have  to  deal.  SpeiJking 
generally,  the  more  trade  is  left  untram- 
melled  the  greater  the  probability  of 
meeting  the  demand  for  grain  or  any 
other  article  in  any  country,  and  that 
general  principle  undoubtedly  applies  to 
India.  The  greater  extent  of  railways, 
which  now  exists  makes  it  far  more  easy 
for  trade  to  meet  the  demand  in  different 
parts  of  India  than  was  the  case  23 
years  ago.  At  that  time  it  was  necessary 
to  import  oonuderable  supplies  of  rice 
into  the  northern  parts  of  Bengal.  That 
was  done  by  the  Government  of  the  day 
because,  from  the  best  information  they 
could  obtain,  there  was  no  probability 
whatever  of  trade  deiding  with  the 
difficulty,  and  the  result  was  satisfactory. 
It  did  not  interfere  with  trade  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  the  pet^le  were 
supplied  witii  food.  Bat  what  I  wish  to 
say  on  the  present  occasion  is  tihat  I 
conceive  this  to  be  a  matter  which 
may  be  confidently  and  safely  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Government 
of  India.  [*'  Hear,  hear  !"]  They  have 
a  great,  an  almost  overwhelming, 
responsibility  placed  upon  their  shouldera. 
It  seems  to  me,  having  read  the  Blue- 
book,  that  they  have  taken  every 
precaution  in  their  power  to  obtain  the 
fullest  information  as  to  the  food  supplies, 
and  that  tiiey  are  prepared  to  act  witii 
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promptitude  supposing  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  take  steps  by  the  Government  for 
the  importation  of  food  supplies  into 
any  part  of  the  country.  I  happen  to 
be  personally  acquainted  with  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Goremors  of  Bengal,  of  the 
NorUi-Weat  ProvinceB,  and  of  the 
Punjab,  three  districts  in  which  the 
•greatest  distress  is  anticipated,  and  I 
can  assure  your  lordships  thtA  no  three 
officers  Id  the  service  <rf  the  Crown  can 
be  better  able  to  cope  with  a  difficulty 
of  this  or  of  any  other  description,  and 
I  have  the  most  complete  confidence  that 
they  will  act  with  energy  and  prompti- 
tude. I  desire  also  to  express  my 
opinion,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge, 
that  the  full  confidence  of  the  people  of 
this  country  may  be  pliiced  in  Lord 
Elgin  and  in  those  who  are  assisting 
him,  and  I  do  not  l^ink  that  any  action 
of  your  liOrdshipB  is  required  by  the 
circumstuices  of  the  case  or  is  in  any 
respect  desirable:  [Cheers.'] 
•Lord  WENXOCKaaidtbatalthoughhe 
had  lately  returned  from  a  part  of  India 
where,  he  was  thankful  to  &ay,  there 
was  at  present  very  slight  distress,  yet 
the  noble  Lord  whointroduced  the  subject 
had  raised  a  question  on  which  he  thought 
he  was  able  to  throw  a  little  light.  In 
1891-92,  in  the  Presidency  of  Madras, 
tliey  were  threatened  with  a  very  serious 
state  affairs,  arising  from  great 
scarcity  of  water,  and  naturally  at  that 
time  the  Goremment's  attention  was 
drawn  most  particularly  to  the  question 
of  the  supply  of  grain  to  the  impoverished 
districts.  From  all  quarters  the  Govern- 
ment was  constantly  asked  to  take  up 
the  question  itself  and  deal  with  it ;  but 
the  conclusion  it  arrived  at  was  that  any 
interference  with  the  food  trade  would 
be  more  likely  to  work  harm  than  good. 
He  often  came  aa*oss  cases  where 
"  rings  "  or  "  comers  "  were  made  by  the 
grain  merchants,  not  only  to  keep  up 
tiie  price  of  grain,  but  to  hold  it  oack 
till  prices  reached  a  much  higher  figure, 
and  on  every  occasion  it  was  found  that 
some  private  individual,  or  perhaps  a 
syndioate  of  philanthropic  and  charitable 
persons,  merely  by  sending  up  a  truck 
or  two  of  grain,  was  able  at  once  to 
restore  the  balance  of  prices  and  to  keep 
them  steady  throughout'  the  whole 
country.  That  was  by  for  the  soundest 
conrae  that  could  be  adnered  to.  He 
was  convinced  the  Oovemments  tiie 
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various  provinces  were  watching  thoce 
points  most  narrowly,  and  if  at  any  time 
it  was  found  that  private  trade  was  not 
able  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case, 
then  and  then  only  would  the  Govern- 
ment step  in  and  do  the  work  which  the 
noble  Lord  wished  them  to  do  at  onoe. 
He  mentioned  these  facts  because  his 
experience  was  a  recent  one. 

Ths  Earl  of  EIMBEBLEY:  I 
cannot  tspeak  at  all  with  tiie  exp^ence 
of  my  noUe  Friend  Lord  Northbrook,  or 
tlut  of  the  noble  Lord  who  has  been 
Governor  of  Madras,  but  I  merely  wish 
to  echo  the  feeling  which  Lord  North- 
brook  has  expressed — that  in  this  great 
calamity  we  must  trust  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  to  take  the  necessary 
measures.  [Cheers.']  All  those  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  administration 
of  Indian  affairs  must  ba  aware  that 
there  is  no  subject  which  has  received 
more  close  and  continuous  attention 
than  t&e  dealing  with  famine,  and  never 
has  the  Government  of  India  been  so 
well  prepared  as  it  now  is  to  cope  with 
a  calamity  of  this  kind.  Not  only  has  a 
most  elaborate  code,  founded  upon  ex- 
perience of  former  famines,  been  drawn 
up,  but,  what  is  most  material,  in  the 
course  of  the  long  period  duriug  which 
there  has  been  no  serious  limine  in  India, 
there  has  been  created  a  number  of  rail- 
ways, generally  known  as  famine  lines, 
and  by  these  means,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  very  serious  difficulties  which  for- 
merly existed  in  the  way  of  carrying 
food  to  the  people,  because  of  there  being 
no  moans  of  transport,  have  been  over- 
come. I  am  sanguine  that  everything 
will  be  done  that  can  possibly  be  done, 
although  from  the  very  magnitude  of  the 
calamity  it  will  be  impossible  to  prevent 
much  privation  and  terrible  suffering. 
I  greatly  lament  that  so  great  a  calamity 
should  be  acrompaiued  also  with  a 
threatened  exten8i<m  Uie  bubonic 
plague  which  has  broken  out  in  Bombay. 
If  that  plague  should,  unhappily,  extend 
itself  into  the  country,  then  indeed  it 
will  require  all  the  energies  which  can 
possibly  be  displayed  by  the  Government 
of  India  to  cope  with  it.  With  regard 
to  the  statistics  promised  by  the  noble 
Lord,  I  do  hope  tiiat  in  a  crisis  of  this 
kind  the  not  too  numerous  Civil  Servants 
of  the  Government  in  India  will  not  be 
vexed  by  being  obliged  to  spend  their 
time  in  making  too  elaborate  returns; 
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["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Perhaps  one  of  the 
greatest  curses  of  the  adminiBtration  of 
India  ia  the  enormous  amount  of  paper 
work  now  imposed  upon  the  servants  of 
the  Government — ["  hear,  hear  !  "] — and 
ia  A  visitation  (A  this  kind,  when  every 
.man  will  be  employed  to  his  utmost  ca- 
pacity and  energy  in  connection  with  the 
relief  works,  I  hope  they  may  be  allowed 
to  pursue  the  more  m^nt  work  of  look- 
iag  after  the  distress  and  not  be  required 
to  furnish  too  elaborate  statistics  of  what 
is  going  on  until  after  the  calamity  has 
been  overcome.  [VheersJ] 

*The  Eabl  op  ONSLOW :  That  has 
not  been  lost  sight  of  by  the  Secretary 
of  State.  All  that  has  been  asked  for 
is  a  rough  calculation,  and  returns  such 
as  can  be  prepared  from  the  local  renters 
of  deaths  will  suffice  for  the  purpose, 
provided  the  informatton  is  prompt  and 
vi  tel^raphsd. 

Tab  Earl  of  KIMBEBLEY  :  I  do 
not  maJce  tiie  least  complaint,  but  what 
I  meant  to  deprecate  was  the  pressure 
upon  the  Government  which  may  come 
heroE^ter  for  more  and  more  information. 
["Hear,  hear!"] 


House  adjourntxl  at  a  Quarter  \}a^i  Vive 
o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a  tiuarter 
past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  or  COMMONS. 
Monday^  Ut  Fthruary  1807. 


STATIONERY  OFFICE 
(PAHLIAMENTAKY  PfilNTING). 

Copies  presented,  of  Four  Contracts 
entered  into  by  Her  Majesty's  Stationery 
Office  affecting  Printmg  ordered  by  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  viz.  :  (1)  with 
Messrs.  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode,  dated 
the  12th  January  1897 ;  (2)  with 
Wyniau  and  Sons,  Limited,  dated  the 
13th  of  January  1897  ;  (3)  with  Wyman 
and  Sons,  Limited,  dated  the  13tii  ctf 
January  1897 ;  and  (4)  with  Wyman  and 
Sonst  limited,  dated  the  13th  of  Januaiy 
1897  fby  Command]  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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IUP£RIAL  BEFEKOE  ACT  I8S8 
(PORTS  AND  COALINO  STATIONS). 

Account  presented,  prepared  under 
Part  II.  of  the  Act,  showing  the  money 
raised  and  issued  out  of  ihe  Consolidated 
Fund,  the  securities  created  in  respect 
Uiereof,  and  the  amount  expended  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Act  to  Slst  March 
1896,  t^ether  with  the  Report  ol  tbe 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon 
(by  Act) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tabl<^  and  to 
be  printed.~[No.  42  ] 


QUESTIONS. 


SHIPPING  MASTERS  AT  ANTWERP. 

Mb.  T.  p.  WHITTAKER  (York. 
W.R.,  Spen  Valley):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  wheUier  he  is  aware  that  serious 
allegations,  involving  chaises  oi  system- 
atic &aud,  hare  been  publicly  made 
against  the  four  shipping  masters 
attached  to  Her  Majesty's  Consulate 
General  at  Antwerp,  for  discharging  and 
engaging  British  seamen  at  that  port  : 
that  it  is  understood  that  an  intlmatiuu 
was  conveyed  to  these  shipping  masters 
that  they  must  immediately  take  steps 
to  clear  themselves  of  theee  charges  by 
taking  l^al  proceedings  against  their 
accusers ;  that  they  have  taken  action  in 
a  dosed  court,  where  witnesses  and 
necessary  documents  cannot  be  produced ; 
and  whether,  under  thti  circumstances, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  accusers 
insist  upon  the  truth  of  tlieir  charges,  tbe 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afi^rs 
will  instruct  Her  Majesty's  Cousul 
Oenoral  at  Antwerp,  or  some  other  com- 
petent official,  to  demand  or  compel  a 
full  investigation  into  the  truth,  or  other- 
wise, of  the  fdlegations  f 

The  under  SBCBETARY  ot 
STATE  POE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  G.  CuRZON,  Lancashire,  South- 
port)  :  It  is  the  case  tliat  seriuus 
allegations  were  preferred  against  the 
shipping  masters  referred  to  in  the 
Question  by  members  of  another  firm  oi 
shipping  masters,  Messrs.  Tate.  Burton 
and  Company,  in  a  series  of  lettov 
addressed  by  the  latter  to  the  Consul 
General  at  Antwerp,  and  by  printed 
circular  distributed  amongst  thes^^ing 
community  both  tiiere  and  in  the  United 
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KiI^{dam.  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
.General  thereupon  in£ormed  tlie  shipping 
masters  impugned  that  they  must  take 
measures  to  clear  themselves  of  these 
alle^tious,  aud  that,  failing  to  do  so, 
they  would  be  excluded  from  the  Con- 
sular Office.  Upon  the  recommendation 
of  their  legal  advisers,  they  accordingly 
brought  an  action  against  Messrs.  Tate, 
Burton  and  Company  in  the  Tribunal  de 
Commerce,  which  is  presided  over  by 
judges  specially  selected  as  being  the 
highest  experts  in  commercial  %nd  mari- 
time matters.  No  witnesses  can  be 
heard  in  that  court ;  but  it  is  open  to 
the  public,  and  affidavits  are  admitted, 
every  facility  being  given  for  bringing 
them  forward,  and  the  advocates  on 
each  side  mutually  supplying  one  another 
with  copies  of  all  documents  which  are 
to  be  produced  in  evidence.  In  the  case 
under  consideration  the  hearing  was 
three  times  adjourned  to  give  Messrs, 
Tate,  Burton  and  Company  the  oppor- 
tunity of  bring  their  case  before  the 
Public  Froiieoutor,  and  of  affording  their 
advocate  further  time  for  preparation, 
and  for  procuring  documentary  evidence. : 
Tn  the  meantime,  while  the  case  was 
still  proceeding,  Messrs.  Tate,  Burton 
and  Company  preferred  two  charges  of 
extortion  against  the  shipping  masters 
before  the  Public  Prosecutor.  This 
functionary  caused  those  charges  to  be 
investigated  by  the  Chic^  of  the  Police, 
who  pronounced  them  to  be  frivolous 
and  untenable,  and  they  were  summarily 
rejected.  I  have  this  morning  heard 
that  the  judgment  of  the  Tribunal  de 
Commerce  has  been  given.  Messrs.Tate, 
Burton  and  Company  have  been  con- 
demned to  pay  to  the  four  British 
shipping  masters,  as  damages  for  de- 
famation of  character,  the  sum  of  1^600 
francs,  and  they  are  further  ordered  to 
defray  the  costs  of  the  trial,  and  to  pub- 
lish the  judgment  in  the  Antwerp  news- 
papers. The  complete  falseness  of  the 
accusations  having  been  conclusively 
established  by  this  trial,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  British  shipping  masters 
having  been  effectively  cleared,  there  is 
no  cause  for  further  investigation. 

POSTAL  ARKANGEMENTS 
(WEST  CAVAN). 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARBELL  (Cavan,  "VV.)  : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster 


General,  (1)  on  what  grounds  the  hours 
of  posting  at  Arva  were  recently  changed ; 
and  (2)  did  the  Department  order  any 
inquiry  into  the  general  mail  arrange- 
ments for  the  West  Cavan  postal  dis- 
tricts with  a  view  to  insuring  quicker 
delivery  and  later  hours  of  posting  in 
Arva,  Belturbet,  Ballyconnell,  and 
Swanlinbar  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanbuey,  Preston)  : 
Tho'  earlier  dispatch  o£  the  night  mail 
from  Arva  by  30  minutes  was  recently 
rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of  the 
train  by  which  the  sapplemratary  night 
mail  from  Cavan  is  forwarded  being 
started  half  an  hour  earlier.  The  de- 
partment has  no  control  over  the  work- 
ing of  that  train.  The  dispatch  from 
Arva  is  still,  however,  as  late  as  6.15  p.m. 
The  second  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  presumably  relates  to  a  pro- 
posal put  before  the  Department  some 
time  ago  for  using  the  Cavan  Leitrim 
and  Roscommon  Railway  for  the  convey- 
ance of  majia  to  and  from  Belturbet, 
Swanlinbar,  &c.  Inquiry  showed,  how- 
ever, that  the  suggested  service  would 
afford  on  the  whole  inferior  accommoda- 
tion to  that  already  provided,  and  the 
Department  was  tht.-refore  unable  to 
entertain  the  proposal. 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS. 

Mb.  GEOFFREY  DRAGE  (Derby): 
I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  Uie  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  has  come 
to  any  decision  on  the  subject  of  the 
Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  Poor  Law  Schools  which  he  can  con- 
veniently communicate  to  the  House  t 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Henry  Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford), 
who  was  cheered,  on  his  return  to  the 
House  after  illness,  said :  I  am  afraid 
it  will  be  difficult  to  reply  fully  to 
the  hon.  Meml>er  within  the  ordinary 
limits  of  an  answer  to  a  question ;  but  I 
will  make  as  brief  a  statement  as  I  can. 
I  have  carefully  considered  the  recom- 
mendations in  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Poor  Law  Schools  and  have  come  to 
the  following  decision.  We  propose  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  powers  we  possess 
under  the  Metropolitan  Poor  Act  1867, 
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and  to  carry  out  the  changes  we  contem- 
plate by  an  Order  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  instead  of  coming  to  Parlia- 
ment. In  doing  this  we  give  effect  to 
some  of  the  principal  recommendations  of 
the  Committee.  We  propose  to  create  a 
central  body  for  the  metropolis  who  will 
be  responsible  for  the  charge  of  certain 
classes  at  children.  The  classes  of  chil- 
dren for  whom  this  authority  will  provide 
iare : — (a)  Those  Buffering  from  ophthal- 
mia and  other  diseates  the  eye  ;  (6) 
those  snffering  from  certain  diseases  of 
the  skua  or  scalp ;  (e)  those  requiring 
either  special  treatment  daring  conval- 
escence or  the  benefit  of  seaside  air  ;  (rf) 
those  who  by  defective  intellect  or 
physical  infirmity  cannot  be  trained  in 
association  with  children  in  ordinary 
schools ;  (e'  children  who  are  remanded 
to  the  workhouse  by  justices  before  being 
sent  to  industrial  schools.  For  these 
classes  of  children  I  am  satisfied  that 
qoecial  provision  must  be  made,  and  the 
arrangement  proposed  will  have  amongst 
others  the  following  advantages: — The 
provision  required  can  be  made  by  an 
authority  acting  for  the  whole  of  London 
at  lees  cost  than  would  be  entailed  by 
each  district  making  separate  provision 
for  this  purpose ;  it  will  greatly  benefit 
the  children  themselves ;  it  will  render 
unnecessary  the  detention  in  workhouses 
of  classes  of  children  whom  it  hag  been 
the  practice  to  temporarily  debun  there ; 
and}  further,  it  will  set  free  some  of  the 
accommodation  in  the  existing  schools,  a 
result  which  is  greatly  to  be  desired. 
The  members  of  ^e  central  body  will  be 
elected  by  the  guardians  of  the  several 
unions,  but  not  necessarily  from  their 
own  body.  The  Local  Government 
Board  will  also  have  the  power  to 
nominate  members.  A  draft  Order  has 
been  prepared  for  this  purpose,  and 
dealing  as  it  does  with  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  the  metropolis,  I 
have  thought  it  right  to  communicate  it 
to  the  various  hoards  of  guardians  imd 
tiie  managers  of  tiie  district  schools  for 
their  information,  and  thus  to  afford 
them  the  opportunity  of  making  sugges- 
tions to  the  Local  Government  Board  if 
they  desire  it.  Much  objection  has  been 
made  to  the  massing  together  in  one 
institution  of  great  numbers  of  children 
and  we  fully  concur  in  this  objection. 
In  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the 
Board  for  some  years  past  we  are 

Mr,  Henry  Chopin. 


declining  to  sancticm  prc^weals  which 
would  have  the  effect  €&  extending  t^ 
lai^e  schools  in  the  metropolis,  and  we 
shi^  most  readily  entertain  any  pro- 
posals for  applying  to  other  purposes  any 
of  these  larfi^  buildings,  subject  to  other 
provision  of  a  suitable  character  being 
made  for  the  children.  There  are  other 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  lo 
which  the  Board  are  desirous  of  giving 
effect.  We  are  in  communication, 
through  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies^'  with  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment, with  a  view  to  arrangements  for 
the  more  frequent  visitation  by  officers 
of  the  Dominion  of  children  sent  out  to 
Canada  at  the  cost  of  the  rates  ;  and  we 
have  made  special  appointments  of  in- 
spectors to  inquire  as  to  the  prevalence 
of  ophthalmia  in  the  schools  and  also  to 
the  ventilation  and  wanning  of  the 
rooms  in  these  institutions  as  a  pre- 
liminary step  to  determining  the  question 
of  cubic  space.  Other  matters,  which 
can  only  be  dealt  with  by  legislation,  are 
receiving  the  attention  of  the  Board.  I 
apologise  to  the  House  for  the  length  of 
my  reply,  but  it  was  impossible  to  make 
it  shorter.  [CAeera.] 

Mb.  G.  C.  T.  BARTLEY  (Islington, 
N.)  asked  whether  the  other  children 
would  be  1^  as  now  with  the 
guardians  1 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  We  ar«  not  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  main  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee,  which  was  to 
hand  over  the  chai^  of  all  children 
maintained  out  of  the  rates  to  a  central 
body. 

Mr.  T.  LOUGH  (Islmgton,  W.) :  Is 
provision  to  be  made  for  the  various 
classes  of  children  in  a  large  institution 
or  in  small  and  scattered  institutions, 
and  if  in  a  larger  instatntion  will  not 
that  tend  to  increase  the  evilt 

Mb.  CHAPLIN:  I  have  already 
stated  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  Board  to  refuse  their  sanction  to 
any  further  extension  of  these  large  in- 
stitutions, and  it  will  be  their  bourse  in 
the  future. 


TROOPSHIPS  (BALLASTING). 

Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Herts. 
St.  Albans) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (1)  whether  it 
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has  been  brought  to  hia  knowledge  that 
the  Union  Steamship  Spartan,  which  left 
Southampton  on  the  15th  December  last, 
carrying  troops  to  the  Cape,  was  insuffi- 
ciently ballasted,  and  consequently  rolled 
to  a  dangerous  point,  namely  40  deg  res; ' 
and  (2)  whose  duty  it  is  to  ascertain 
that  vessels  carrying  troops  are  properly 
ballasted  1 

The  secretary  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  W.  R  Macartsky, 
Antrim,  S.) :  The  answer  to  the  first  para* 
graph  ot  die  Question  is  in  the  negative. 
The  Spartan  left  England  with  1,650 
tons  of  coal  on  hoard  and  847  tons  of 
cargo,  besides  tOO  troops  and  their 
baggage.  After  passing  Finisterre  she  1 
encountered  a  severe  gale  and  heavy  sea, 
which  caused  her  to  roll  considerably 
and  induced  the  Master  to  lie  to  for  12 
hours  until  the  gale  abated,  a  not  unusual 
i&(»dent  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
rolling  was  in  no  way  due  to  insufficient 
ballasting,  and  the  ship  is  reported  to 
have  sailed  in  exceptionally  good  trim, 
having  in  addition  to  the  cargo  and 
coal,  731  tons  oi  water  and  permanent 
ballast.  As  regards  the  second  para- 
graph, the  Admiralty  assume  the  same 
responsibility  in  respect  of  the  ballasting 
of  Troop  Transports  and  Troop  Freight 
Ships  as  devolves  on  the  Boanl  of  Trade 
in  the  case  of  Emigrant  Ships. 


WRECK   (INDIAN  TROOPSHIP 
"WARREN  HASTINGS.") 

Mr.  VICABY  GIBBS :  I  b«g  toask 
the  Under  Swretary  oi  State  for  War 
what  was  (he  cause  oi  the  disaster  to  the 
Warren  Ha9ting$,  on  or  about  the  13th 
January,  when  carrying  troops  to  the 
Mauritius ;  and  whether  compensation 
will  be  paid  to  the  regiment,  or  to 
indiWdual  members  of  it,  for  loss  of 
property  1 

•Thb  under  secretary  op 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  It  is  not  yet  known 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  wreck  of  the 
Warren  Hastings.  A  full  Inquiry  will 
no  doubt  take  place.  The  allowance 
regulations  provide  for  compensation 
within  certain  limits  to  all  officers  and 
men  losing  property  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  any  claims  submitted  to  the 
War  Oflicc  will  be  duly  considered. 


SLIGO  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  the  Postmaster  General  has  yet 
decided  on  a  site  for  the  proposed  new 
post  office  in  Sligo  ;  how  long  have  the 
Posi  Office  authorities  been  inquiring 
and  inspecting  in  r^rd  to  a  site  for 
said  office ;  and  will  provision  been  made 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  building  of  the 
proposed  new  post  office  premises  in 
Sligo  t 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  regrets  that  he  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  obtain  a  site  for  a  new  post  office 
at  Sligo.  In  response  to  advertisements 
issued  nearly  two  years  ago,  several 
offers  have  been  received  and  considered, 
but  none  of  them  have  proved  to  be  in  all 
respects  suitable.  None  is  to  be  obtained 
in  the  centra  of  the  town  at  a  cost  which 
the  Department  would  be  justified  in 
entertaining  ;  and  one  in  Wine  Sti-eet, 
which  could  be  obtained  at  a  moderate 
price,  is  objected  to  by  the  Municipal 
Council  as  not  being  sufficiently  central. 
Under  these  circumstailces  it  would  not 
be  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice 
to  make  any  specific  provision  for  the 
building  in  the  Estimates  for  1897-98.  ^ 

PURCHASE  OF  HOLDINGS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Jreland  whether 
he  is  aware  t^at  agreements  ioc  t^e  pur- 
chase of  th^  holdings  vere  entered 
into  by  the  tenants  of  Miss  French,  of 
Biversdale,  county  of  Bosoommon,  so  far 
back  as  the  year  1892,  and  have  not  yet 
been  carried  out ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the 
cause  of  the  delay  t 

The  CHIEF  SECRliTABY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  '  Central)  :  The  Land  Com- 
missioners are  unable  to  trace  the 
matter  referred  to  in  the  Question,  as  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  purchase  agree- 
ments have  been  lodged  in  a  case  where 
Miss  French  is  owner. 

LANARKSHIRE  MILITIA. 
Mr.  JOHN  WII^ON  (Falkirk 
Burghs):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  it  is  under 
consideration  or  arranged  that  1,500  or 
1 ,800  men  of  the  lAuarkshire  Militia  ar3 
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to  be  taken  to  Alderahot  for  a  course  of 
three  to  four  weeks'  training  there 
instead  of  at  Luiark  as  at  present,  a 
course  involving  an  additional  expendi- 
ture of  probably  £3,000 ;  and  if  he  will 
reconsider  the  proposal,  seeing  that  it 
would  involve  a  great  loss  to  the  town  1 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Two  of  the 
Lanarkshire  Militia  battalions  will  be 
trained  this  year  at  Aldershot,  as  tbey 
form  part  of  a  Militia  Brigade  which,  for 
military  reasons,  it  is  proposed  to  train 
together.  I  may,  perhaps,  remind  the 
hon.  Monber  that,  with  every  desire  to 
eoiuult  local  interests,  the  military 
efficiency  of  a  corps  must  be  the  para- 
mount conuderation  in  deciding  where 
its  training  shall  take  place. 

Mb.  J.  WILSON  (Falkirk) :  May  I 
ask  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  exchange 
an  English  for  a  Scottish  Regiment,  in 
order  that  they  may  get  the  benefit  of 
the  fresh  air  of  Lanark  moorl  [Laughter.] 

*Mr.  BROBRICK:  It  is  not  a 
question  oi  giving  the  militiamen  fresh 
air,  but  of  military  efficienoy.  Hear, 
hear,"] 


aiLOnt-BLIND  TESTS  (SAILOKS). 
Mk.  W.  AMBROSE  (Middlesex, 
Harrow)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  of  the 
number  of  persons  (sailors)  rejected  by 
the  Board  <rf  Trade  as  colour  blind,  as 
appears  from  the  Board's  Report,  1896, 
38  per  cent,  of  those  that  were  rejected 
and  appealed  were,  on  appeal,  passed; 
and  whethor  the  Board  of  Trade  pro- 
pose to  take  any  steps  to  revise  Uieir 
tests  1 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie, 
Croydou) :  6,680  candidates  were  ex- 
amined during  the  16  months  ended 
December  3l8t,  1895,  in  colour  vision. 
101  &uled,  but  of  these  21  availed  them- 
selves of  tJie  right  to  appeal,  and  eight 
passed  on  appeal.  The  present  system 
of  sight  teets  is  based  upon  the  report  of  | 
the  Committee  of  the  Royal  Society 
specially  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  I  am  advised  that  no  case  . 
has  been  made  out  for  revising  it. 

Mb.  G.  \V.  ■WOLFF  (Belfast,  E.)  | 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  I 
he  would  allow  all  boys  of  five  years'  i 
apprenticeship  to  be  examined,  so  that,  [ 
after  having  leuned  the  trade  of  a  sea- 1 

J/r.  John  Wileon.  ' 


man,  they  might  not  at  the  end  <^  thor 
term  possibly  b6  put  aside. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  anyone 
who  demred  to  present  himself  for  exam- 
ination could  do  so,  and  he  woukJ  be 
examined.  The  only  difference  was  that 
the  examination  was  not  compulsory  in 
the  case  mentioned  by  his  hon.  Friend. 

Mb.  WOLFF  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  make  the  examina- 
tion compulsory  in  the  case  of  boys. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  replied  in  the  negative, 
observing  that  in  the  case  of  boys  it 
would  not  be  sufficient,  for  laige  numbras 
of  men  became  officers  who  did  not  enter 
the  service  in  the  manner  snj^fsated. 


CAB  LICENCES  piETROPOIJS). 

Mr.  T.  G.  FARDELL  (Paddington, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
fur  the  Home  Department  if  he  can 
inform  the  House  at  whose  instance  a 
considerate  quantity  of  number  plates 
have  been  rranoved  from  cabs  since  the 
commencement  of  the  cab  strike  and 
before  the  expiration  (rf  the  year  for 
which  the  licences  of  the  cabs  in  question 
were  granted  ;  and,  whether  such  removal 
is  permissible  under  the  orders  made  by 
him  under  The  Metropolitan  Public 
Carriage  Act,  1869,  which  came  into 
force  on  Ist  September  1896  ;  and,  if  8o^ 
under  which  of  those  orders  1 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  department  (Sir 
Mathew  White  Bidlet,  Lancashire, 
Blackpool)  :  Number  plates  are  removed 
before  the  expiration  of  the  year  if  pro- 
prietors wishing  to  surrender  their 
licences  desire  it.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  Acts  or  the  Order  to  prevent  this 
being  done. 


WOTJNTJOY  PRISON 
(HEALTH  OF  PRISONER). 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kil- 
kenny) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1) 
will  he  explain  why  a  letter  written  by- 
Martin  Malony,  at  present  confined  in 
Maryborough  Prison,  to  his  paraits  from 
Mountjoy  Prison  on  the  8th  of  December 
last,  in  which  he  describes  thedangeroos 
state  of  his  health,  was  suppressed  by 
the  prison  authorities ;  (2)  whetho* 
Malony  had  been  for  many  monUis  in 
hfMtpital  in  Mountjoy  Prison  before  has 
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remoTid  to  Msryborongh,  also  why  the 
Maryborough  Prison  authorities  refused 
Malony  permiasion  to  describe  the  state 
of  his  hmltii  in  a  letter  to  his  parents 
-vritten  on  the  Sth  instant ;  (3)  what  is 
the  present  condition  of  Malony's 
health ;  and  (4)  on  what  grounds  or  by 
what  prison  rule  was  a  good  conduct 
prisoner  refused  pe^ission  to  make 
known  to  his  parents  the  dangerous  con- 
dition of  his  health  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
letter  referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph 
was  not  forwarded  because  it  contained 
a  pasB^  which  was  directly  at  variance 
wiUi  the  fact  r^arding  the  condition  of 
Malony's  health.  The  prisoner  was  told 
he  could  write  another  letter  instead,  and 
he  did  so.  He  was  in  hospital  in 
Mountjoy  Prison  for  about  four  months 
before  his  removal  to  Maryborough,  and 
the  authorities  of  the  latter  prison  gave 
him  permission  to  describe  the  true  state 
of  his  health  in  the  letter  written  by  him 
on  the  Sth  January.  The  condition  ot 
the  prisoner  is  ■  in  no  way  dangerous. 
He  is  s^ering  from  dyspqmia,  but  not 
ci  an  aggravated  tj^.  He  has  no 
organic  disease,  and  his  appetite  is  good. 
The  rule  under  which  action  was  taken 
in  reference  to  the  letters  of  this  prisoner, 
prescribes  that  every  letter  to  or  from  a 
prisoner  shall  be  read  by  the  Governor 
and  Chaplain,  and  if  the  contents  be 
objectionable  it  shall  not  be  forwarded, 
or  the  objectionable  part  shall  be  erased 
according  to  discretion. 


BOG  LICENCES. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  general  dissatisfaction  felt 
amongst  petty  sessions  clerks  in  Ireland 
with  the  form  Schedule  B,  Registry  of 
Dogs  Licence,  which  requires  the  signa- 
ture of  the  petty  sessions  clerk  to  be 
appended  in  four  places ;  and,  whether 
be  wiU  have  provided  a  more  simple  form 
of  licence,  such  as  is  in  use  in  England  t 

Mr,  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
body  of  the  licence  referred  to  is  in  con- 
formity with  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Dogs  Relation  Act  of  1865,  and 
although  I  am  not  aware  that  general 
dissatisfaction  is  felt  by  petty  sessions 
clerks  as  alleged  in  the  Question,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  form  of  licence  is 


somewhat  complicated.  If  a  suitable 
opportunity  should  present  itself  here- 
after to  simplify  the  body  of  the  form  by 
legislation  I  will  be  prepared  to 
smMtitnte  a  form  for  that  now  in  use. 
I  may  add  that  the  signature  of  ihe 
Clerk  is  really  required  in  two  places 
only  on  the  existing  form,  and  that  the 
note  on  the  form  requiring  the  cancella- 
tion of  the  stamps  by  signature  will  be 
modified. 


TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  tiie  Chief  Secretary  to  tiie  ^rd 
lieatenimt  of  Ireland,  whether  he  intmds 
during  the  present  Session,  to  institute 
an  inquiry  in  regard  to  technical  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  and,  if  so,  can  he  inform 
the  House  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
inquiry  will  be  conducted  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  A 
Commission  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Irish  Government  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mine how  far  and  in  what  form  manual 

and  practical  instruction  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  educational  system  of  the 
primary  schools  under  the  Board  of 
National  Education  in  Ireland.  As  re- 
gards the  question  of  technical  education 
in  Ireland  generally,  I  do  not,  as  at  pre- 
sent advised,  propose  to  institute  a  public 
inquiry  on  the  subject. 


INCORPORATION 
(METROPOLITAN  DISTRICTS). 

Mr.  T.  lough  :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Presidentof  the  Local  Government  Board, 
whether  he  is  willing  to  confer  charters 
of  incorporation  on  districts  of  the 
metropolis,  under  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion Acts ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
deal  with  any  particular  locality  Uiat 
may  apply  to  him,  or  with  all  the  dis- 
tricts of  London  at  once  ;  and,  whether 
the  existing  form  of  municipal  govern- 
ment of  the  metropolis  can  be  altered 
otherwise  than  by  Act  of  Parliament  t 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  The  hon.  Member 
asks  me  whether  I  am  willing  to  confer 
charters  of  incorporation  on  districts  of 
the  metropolis.  The  answer  is  very  sim- 
ple. I  have  no  power  to  do  so.  Appli- 
cations for  charters  are  made  to  the 
Privy  Council. 
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Mr.  lough  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  say  what  advice  he 
would  give  to  the  Privy  Council  in  the 
case  of  such  applications. 

Mr.  CHAPLIK  :  My  advice  has  never 
been  asked. 


GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY 

COMPANY  OF  IRELAND. 

MR.D.MAC  ALEESE  (Monaghan.N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  can  anything  be  done  to  induce 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
of  Ireland  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the 
level  crossing  at  the  town  of  Clones ; 
and  is  he  aware  that  this  crossing  is  a 
oauae  of  grave  inconvenience  to  ft^ners, 
who  bring  their  cattle  and  agricultural 
produce  to  the  fairs  and  markets  of 
Clones  for  disposal,  as  well  as  to  the 
general  public ;  also  that  the  closing  of 
railway  gates,  owing  to  shunting  opera- 
tions, on  Sundays  and  holidays,  often 
dalays  Catholics  on  the  way  to  worship, 
the  only  passage,  when  the  gates  are 
shut,  being  a  narrow  tunnel  too  abomin- 
ably filthy  to  admit  of  description  % 

Me.  RITCHIE:  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  further  communicated  with  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  of  Ireland  on 
the  subject  of  this  Question,  and  I  shall 
be  happy  to  show  the  hon.  Member  the 
reply  I  have  received.  While  it  gives 
no  hope  that  a  bridge  will  be  constructed 
and  combats  the  allegation  of  inconveni- 
ence, a  promise  is  made  that  the  charge 
with  reference  to  the  subway  shall  be 
further  looked  into. 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider 
the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to 
abolish  the  Great  NortWn  Railway  in 
the  interests  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  1 

[No  answer  was  given]. 

Me.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  will 
an  inquiry  be  ordered  into  the  allegation 
that  a  special  train  was  run  on  a  single 
line  from  Newbliss  to  Clones  on  27th 
August  without  safety  staff;  and  what 
steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
repetition  of  a  neglect  so  dangerous  to 
travellers  1 

Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  find  that  it  is  true 
tiiat  a  special  train  was  allowed  to  leave 
NewUiss  for  Clones  on  the  day  referred 
to  without  the  train  staff.    The  staff  had 


been  removed  from  the  magazine,  but  by 
inadvertence  the  train  left  without  it. 
It  is  not  a  case  for  an  inquiry,  but  a 
letter  shall  be  addressed  to  tiie  Company 
expressing  a  hope  that  the  necessity  for 
great  care  in  sndi  matters  will  be  enforced 
on  their  serrants. 


POLLEN  FISHERY  (LOUGH  NEAGHi. 

Mr.  p.  C.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  it 
is  a  fact  that,  owing  to  the  present  state 
of  the  Law  affecting  the  fishing  for 
pollen  in  Lough  Neagh,  great  quuititiea 
of  fish  fit'  for  food  are  not  legally  saleable 
and  oonsequentiy  allowed  to  rot,  affect- 
ing the  industry  of  about  300  families  tX. 
poor  fishermen  ;  and  whether  he  can  see 
his  way  to  introduce  a  short  Bill  making 
it  lawftd  to  sell  pollen  of  a  length 
seven  inches  and  upwards  1 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Under 
the  existing  law  (54  &  55  Via,  cap.  20) 
it  is  illegal  to  capture  pollen  of  less  size 
than  eight  inches.  Ezperimenta  have 
been  made  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
the  condition  of  pollen  less  than  that 
length,  and  apart  altogether  frcnu  the 
consideration,  whether  a  fish  <^  less  than 
eight  inches  in  Iwgth  would  be  useful  as 
a  marketable  commodity,  the  results  of 
the  experiments  appear  to  clearly  show 
that  to  reduce  the  size  limit,  would  be 
injurious  to  the  pollen  fisheries. 

Me.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  S.)  asked 
whether  it  was  not  the  fact  that  with  the 
present  legal  net,  great  quantities  of 
pollen  were  caught  between  seven  and 
eight  inches,  and  whether  as  a  result  of 
the  law  as  it  stood  these  fiah,  though 
caught,  were  not  allowed  to  be  sold,  and 
were  consequently  rendered  useless  and 
allowed  to  rot  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  can 
give  the  hon.  Member  this  further  in- 
formation, which  I  think  will  practically 
answer  the  questions  he  has  put  to  me. 
It  appears  that  a  number  of  undersized 
pollen  are  taken.  This  seems  to  be  un- 
avoidable, because  the  preeect  size  of  the 
meshes  of  the  net  used  is  calculated  to 
retain  pollen  of  eight  inches,  when  the 
net  is  in  its  normal  condition.  But 
when  the  net  is  being  drawn  with  a 
string  on  the  meshes  these  close  up  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  this  would  also  be 
the  case  if  even  the  mesh  were  larger 
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than  at  present.  A  certain  waste,  there- 
fore, does  take  place,  some  being  eaten 
by  the  fishermen  and  others  given  to  the 
piga. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  did  not  think  H 
would  be  fair  to  allow  the  fishermen  to 
sell  all  the  fish  that  was  caught  by  the 
present  legal  net. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  was 
understood  to  say  that  he  did  not  think 
so. 


ILLEGAL  TRAWLING  (IRISH  COAST). 

Mb.  JAMES  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  Co. 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  is  aware  that 
owing  to  stress  <A  weather  a  number  of 
fishermen  residing  on  the  shores  of 
Bantry  Bay  were  unable  to  haul  their 
trammel  nets,  and  that  English  trawlers 
when  trawling  on  Sunday  destroyed  and 
carried  away  a  number  of  those  nets  ; 
and,  whether  a  prosecution  will  be 
instituted  against  the  trawlers  referred 
tot 

Mb.  MACARTNEY  :  No  information 
as  to  the  circumstances  in  question  has 
been  received.  Tout  October,  in  conse- 
quence of  numerous  complaints  of  ill^al 
trawling  and  damage  done  to  nets  in 
Bantry  Bay,  H.M.S.  Leda  vas  ordered 
to  the  locality  and  remained  ^ere  from 
November  18th  to  the  1 1th  ultimo,  but 
the  commanding  officer  found  it  impos- 
sible to  substantiate  the  complaints  made 
to  him  on  one  or  two  occasions.  The 
question  of  prosecution  in  such  cases  is 
not  one  for  the  Admiralty  to  deal  with. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
liord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  whethw  he 
is  aware  that  English  steam  trawlers  are 
in  the  habit  fA.  constantly  visiting  the 
fishing  grounds  off  Ballycotton,  county 
Cork,  and  are  seriously  injuring  these 
grounds  by  incessant  and  indiscriminate 
trawling ;  and,  whetlier,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  this  practice  interferes  with  the 
livelihood  of  a  very  poor  class  of  hard 
working  men,  steps  will  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  an  important 
Irish  industry  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR ;  A  public 
Inquiry  was  recently  held  at  Ballycotton 
by  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  relative  to 
fiteun  trawling  in  the  bay,  and  as  a 
result  of  the  Inquiry  a  bye-law  has  beea 


prepared  with  a  view  to  protect  the  local 
fishermen  from  the  operations  of  the 
steam  trawlers. 

Captain  DONELAN :  May  I  ask 
whether  the  bye-laws  permit  steam 
trawlers  working  on  Sunday  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  answer  that  without 
notice. 

Colonel  WARING  (Down,  N.) :  Is 
there  not  great  difficulty  in  overtaking 
these  steam  trawlers  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISUUENTS. 

Mb.  0.  E.  SCHWANN  (Manchester, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  he  is  now  able 
to  lay  the  Report  of  Lord  Tweedmouth's 
Commission  upon  the  Table  of  the  House, 
and  to  afford  facilities  for  its  being 
printed  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  answered  a 
similar  Question  of  the  Hon.  Member 
on  the  3Ist  January.  The  Report  is  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Treurary 
and  Postmaster  Gener^.  As  soon  as  a 
decision  has  been  arrived  on  the  several 
questions  raised  in  the  Report,  it  will  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

PATENTED  INVENTIONS. 

Mb.  W.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Con- 
nemara) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  <A 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  Great  Bri- 
tain is  the  only  country  which  grants 
letters  patent  for  inventions  without 
any  stipulation  that  the  articles  so 
patented  must  be  manufactured  within 
the  country  % 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  No,  Sir.  The  Patent 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  of  India,  and 
of  the  princidal  British  Colonies  do  not 
stipulate  that  the  articles  must  be  manu* 
factured  within  the  country. 

PAYMENT  OF  COMMON  JURORS. 
Mr.  J.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Car- 
marthen, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  will  consider  the  question  of 
introducing  a  Bill  during  the  course  of 
the  Sesuon  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  expenses  of  common  jurors  while 
attending  assizes  and  quarter  sessions ; 
and  to  give  them  reasonaUe  remunera- 
tion for  loss  of  time  necrasarily  incurred  1 
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Sib  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY ; 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  promise  that  the 
Government  will  be  able  to  deal  with 
this  question  during  the  present  Session. 
I  think,  however,  that,  at  any  rate  so 
far  as  out«f-pocket  expenses  are  con- 
cerned, some  such  proposal  is  worthy  of 
consideration.  As  the  expenditure  in- 
volved would  have  to  be  met  out  of  local 
funds,  I  suggested  to  a  deputation  which 
saw  me  last  year,  and  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  was  one,  that  steps  might  be 
taken  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the 
local  authorities  on  the  subject.  Up 
to.  t^e  present  time,  however,  I  have 
had  very  few  representations  on  the 
■subject. 

IfilSH  LIGHTS  BOABD. 
Mb.  J.  F.  FABRELL  :  On  behalf  oi 

the  hon.  Member  for  North  Wexford 
(Mr.  Thomas  Healy),  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  sailore 
and  tradesmen,  employed  by  the  Irish 
■Lights  Board  are  held  entitled  to  retiring 
allowances  in  old  age ;  and,  if  so,  why  are 
the  workmen  who  act  as  gasmakers  to 
the  Irish  lighthouses  not  similarly 
treated! 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Seamen,  and  oortain 
foremen  tradesmen  in  tiie  service  of  the- 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights,  are  en- 
titled to  pensions.  Gasmakers  are 
qualified  for  gratuities  on  retirement 
after  fifteen  years'  service  but  not  for 
pensions,  as  they  are  not  on  the  perma- 
nent staff. 

Mh.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
whetiier  he  intends  to  bring  in  a  Bi'l  for 
the  more  efficient  management  of  the 
Irish  Li^ts  Board  % 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  No,  Sir. 

WARDEN  ESTATE,  COUNTY  KERRY. 
Mb.  billon  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land (1)  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  condition  of  things  which 
exists  on  the  Warden  Estate  at  Sneem, 
in  the  county  Kerry ;  (2)  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  that  estate,  old  arrears  of 
rrait,  outstanding  for  many  years,  have 
been  used  to  deprive  a  great  number  of 
tenants  of  all  rights  under  the  Land 
Acts ;  and,  whether,  under  the  law  as 
it  now  Btand.s,  the  tenants  have  any 
remedy;  and,  (3), if  not,  whether  he  can 


undertake  to  introduce  during  the  present 
Session,  a  Measure  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject of  arrears  of  rent  in  Ireland  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUK  :  My 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  (he  oondititm 
df  things  on  the  estate  mentioned  in  tiw 
first  paragraph,  I  have  been  informed, 
though  I  cannot  say  how  far  accurately, 
that  the  purchaser  of  this  property  has 
also  purchased  all  arrears,  as  he  was 
entitled  to  du ;  that  he  is  taking  thearrears 
from  the  tenants  in  instalments  on  easy 
terms  ;  and  that  he  is  afiording  employ- 
ment to  a  number  of  the  tenants  and 
their  sous,  at  an  expenditure  of  about 
£27  weekly.  I  am  also  informed  that 
the  purchaser  has,  in  some  instances, 
obtained  mOTtgages  from  the  tenants  ctf 
^eir  interest  in  their  holdings  to  secure 
the  arrears.  Tbis,  if  true  and  bond  fide^ 
would  prevent  them  from  applying  to 
have  a  fair  rent  fixed  while  this  mortgage 
by  assignment  exists,  except  with  the 
consent  of  the  mortgagee.  The  tenants 
whose  tenancies  were  determined  befoi; 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  last  year  are 
unaffected  by  its  provisions,  and,  there- 
fore, they  could  not  have  redeemed 
except  upon  payment  of  all  the  rent  and 
arrears  due  hy  them,  the  purduner 
having  purchased  the  old  arrears,  and 
having  thus  been  placed  in  the  same 
position  as  the  former  landlord.  It  was 
open  to  the  tenimte  on  the  occasion  of. 
the  ejectments  having  been  brought 
against  them  for  non-payment,  to  have 
appealed  under  the  6th  section  of  the 
.Land  Act  of  1887  to  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed,  if  it  had  not  been  fixed  already,  or 
to  have  the  arrears  made  payable  in 
instalments  under  the  30th  section  of 
that  Act.  This  they  apparently  omitted 
to  do.  The  case  does  not  seem  to  call 
for  special  legislation. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  any  inquiry  as  to 
the  date  from  which  these  old  arrears 
had  accrued  due  and  how  long  they  had 
been  banging  over  the  tenants  1  He 
would  also  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  he  had  not  answered  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  Question — whether  the 
Government,  in  view  of  this  position  <rf 
affairs,  would  introduce  a  Measure  deal- 
ing with  this  question  of  arrears  t 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Yes;  I 
did  answer  that  Question.  I  said  it  was 
a  matter  which  did  not  appeitf  to  me  to 
require  any  special  le^lation. 
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TELEGRAPH  CABLE  (WEST  INDIES). 

Mr.W.  E.  M.TOMUNSON  (Preaton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  can  give  an 
approximate  date  on  which  it  is  likely 
that  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's 
Oovernment  will  be  given  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  cable  giving  telegraphic 
communication  with  the  West  Indies 
which  shall  be  under  British  control ;  is 
he  aware  that  a  cable  of  three  words 
from  Antigua  to  Great  Britain  costs  at 
the  present  reduced  rates  198.  ;  and,  is 
he  aware  that,  whilst  the  Colonial  Office 
are  considering  the  question,  the  Fren<^ 
and  American  lines  are  being  pushed 
forward,  and  that  when  completed  they 
will  tap  the  principal  sources  of  revenue, 
which  would  otherwise  be  secured  to 
British  enterprise  t 

The  secretary  of  STATE  por 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham  ,W.) :  I  cannot  state  the  date 
at  which  an  agreement  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  cable  referred  to  will  be  com- 
pleted. iN'egotiations  on  the  subject  are 
in  progress.  A  cable  telegram  of  three 
words  to  Antigua  costs  22s.  3d.  A 
French  cahJe  has  recently  been  laid  by  a 
French  company  in  conjunction,  as  I 
understand,  with  an  American  company, 
which  will  compete  for  the  West  Indian 
traffic  with  the  proposed  British  cable. 
I  imagine  this  cable  would  have  been 
laid  in  any  case. 

General  IiAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  aware  that  both  the 
Canadian  Oovernment  and  one  or  more 
of  the  West  India  minor  Governments 
were  so  anxious  that  this  caUo  should 
be  constructed,  that  they  had  already 
voted  or  arranged  for,  subsidies  to  be 
granted  for  the  purpose  T 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  think 
if  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
requires  precise  and  definite  information 
he  should  put  his  Question  on  the  Paper. 

SAMPLE  POST  (BCTTEHFLIES). 
Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  l^reasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master-General, whether  he  can  explain 
the  action  of  the  Post  Office  authorities 
under  any  existing  rule  in  refusing  to 
deliver  by  sample  post  samples  of  species 
of  butterflies  sent  from  residents  abroad 
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to  an  eminent  entomol(^ist  and  dealer  in 
natural  history  specimens  residing  in 
Eastbourne,  with  a  view  to  a  guidance 
of  future  commercial  relations  with  per- 
sons abroad  ;  whether  he  can  state 
under  what  rule  the  Post  Office  acts  in 
demanding  from  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion, an  increased  postage  or  the  return 
to  place  of  origin  of  the  aforesaid 
packets,  thereby  seriously  damaging  the 
business  of  the  said  entomolc^t ;  and 
whether  cut  flowers  are  allowed  to  pass 
through  the  post  as  samples  under 
Rule  71 

Mr.  HAKBURY  :  In  the  matter  to 
which  the  hon.  Member's  first  Question 
refers  the  Post  Office  is  only  carrying 
out,  as  it  is  bound  to  do,  a  deliberate 
decision  of  the  Postal  Union,  that 
natural  history  specimens  are  not 
entitled  to  be  sent  by  the  sample  post, 
which  is  intended  for  bond  fide  samples 
of  merchandise,  of  no  saleable  value,  and 
for  nothing  else.  lu  strictness,  packets 
improperly  sent  by  parcel  post  should  be 
stopped  and  returned  to  the  senders ;  but 
in  the  present  instance,  at  the  naturaJist's 
own  request,  the  concession  was  made 
that  packets  of  butterflies  addressed  to 
him  uiould  be  transferred  to  the  post  by 
which  they  might  have  been  sent,  if  he 
would  undertake  in  all  such  cases  to  pay 
the  charges  incurred.  He  ultimately 
declined  to  take  advantage  of  the  con- 
cession, and  the  strict  rule  is  therefore 
being  acted  on.  As  regards  cut  flowers, 
I  presume  that  the  hon.  Member  is 
referring  to  rule  7  of  the  Foreign  Sample 
Post  Regulations  in  tiie  Post  Office 
Guide,  which  embodies  the  Postal  Union 
Regulations  excluding  from  the  sample 
post  articles  of  saleable  value.  If  cut 
flowers  have  no  such  value  and  are  sent 
by  a  dealer  as  a  bond  fide  trade  sample 
they  are  entitled  to  pass  by  sample  post. 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
answer  given  to  a  similar  question  put 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Canterbury  on 
the  5th  of  June  lost.  There  has  been  no 
ruling  of  the  Postal  Union  on  the  trans- 
mission of  cut  flow^  as  there  has  been 
on  that  of  natural  history  specimens. 

PAROCHIAL  BOARD  OF  SAXQUHAIR. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  Patrick 
Reddy,  whom  the  Parochial  Board  of 
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Saoquhair,  Dmnfriea-shiro,  propose  to 
remote  to  the  Union  of  CaTaa  without 
incarring  the  cost  of  the  usual  order  for 
so  doing ;  and,  whether  this  action  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Scotch  Otficel 

Thb  LOED  advocate  (Mr.  Gra- 
ham Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  am  informed 
by  the  Lacal  Government  Board  for 
Scotland  that  the  Parish  Council  do  not 
propose  to  remove  Patrick  Beddy  to 
Ireliuid  without  the  usual  order. 

MAIL  CONTRACT  SUBSIDIES. 
Mr.  HENNIKEB  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  r^resenting  the  Post- 
master General,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
importance  of  securing  the  most  rapid 
and  perfect  transmission  of  the  mails, 
and  in  view  of  the  complaints  made 
to  the  restriction  of  competition,  he  wilt 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Select 
Committeo  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
subject  of  the  contracts  for  oonveyance 
of  mails  by  sea  and  the  payment  of 
subsidies  to  Britbh  steamship  com- 
panies 1 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  Government 
do  not  at  present  see  sufficient  reasons 
for  the  appointment  of  such  a  Committee, 
but  my  hon.  Friend  will  no  doubt  find 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  in 
the  House  the  facte  and  arguments  upon 
which  he  bases  his  suggestion,  and  if 


DOQ  MUZZLTKa  (UETROPOLIS). 
Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.)  :  I  be^  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  how  many  cases 
of  canine  hydrophobia  have  been  reported 
in  the  Metropolitan  district  during  the 
last  six  months;  and  whether  there  is 
any  chance  of  the  muzzling  order  being 
repealed  or  relaxed  1 
♦The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OP    AGRICULTURE   (Mr.  Waltbh 
Long,  Liverpool,  West  Derby) :  Twelve 
cases  of  rabies  have  been  reported  in  the 
County  of  London  and  22  in  t^e  five 
home  counties  daring  the  last  six  months. 
I  am  informed  that  Uie  Public  C:>ntrol 
Committee  of  the  London  County  Coun- 
cil propose  that  the  present  muzzling 
r^ulationn  .should  now  be  so  far  relaxed 
a.'j  to  give  exemption  to  dogs  under  pro- 
per control,  and  wearing  a  collar  bearing 
the  name  and  address  of  the  owner.  In 
this  connection,  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  point  out,  however,  that  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  whole  subject  to  be 
further  considwed  in  the  l^t  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  wluch  has  been 
sitting  for  some  lime  past  to  inquire  into 
the  working  of  the  laws  relating  to  dogs. 
I  understand  that  the  committee  propose 
that  a  determined  efibrt  should  now  be 
made  to  rid  the  country  of  rabies  once 
and  for  all.  If  this  could  be  accomplished, 
the  necessity  for  the  issue  of  intermittent 


they  should    appear  to  be  sufficient,  I  muzzling  regulations  by  particular  local 

authorities  would  disappear.  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  the  owners  of  dugs 
and  the  public  generally  would  support 
a  well-considered  scheme  which  promised 
to  secure  the  complete  extirpation  of 
rabies  in  these  islands — a  result  which  is 
never  likely  to  be  secured  under  the 
existing  system. 


the  Government  will  be  prepared  to 
consider  the  appmntment  of  a  Com- 
mittee. 

MERCANTILE  MAIUNE 
(CLASSIFICATION). 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the'Presi- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  when  he  will 
be  able  to  place  before  the  House  a 
Return  showing  the  classification  of 
persons  employed  in  the  Mercantile 
Marine,  similar  to  the  tables  compiled  by 
the  Registrar  General  of  Shipping  and 
Seamen  in  18931 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  The  preparation  of 
the  Return  to  which  the  right  Hon. 
Baronet  refers  is  being  expedited  as 
much  as  possible,  but,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  particulars 
necessary  for  its  compilation  will  not 
reach  the  Registrar  General  until  next 
month,  I  fear  the  Return  cannot  be 
placed  on  the  Table  before  July. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrdl. 


SIERRA  LEONE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BILL  (Stafifordshire, 
Leek) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  past  year  with  the 
Sierra  Leone  Railway ;  and  what  time 
is  likely  to  elapse  before  any  portion  of 
the  line  is  open  for  traflic  t 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  This  work 
was  commenced  at  the  end  of  1895. 
Since  then  the  terminal  depot  at  Free- 
town, with  landing  pier,  workshops,  and 
quarters,  has  been  completed,  21  miles 
of  the  line  have  been  surr^ired,  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


921       Local  Government       {1  February  1897} 


(Ireland). 


922 


earthworks  and  bridges  for  a  length  of 
4|  miles  have  been  finished,  and  the 
permanent  way  laid  for  three  miles. 
The  unfavourable  climatic  conditions 
make  it  difficult  to  form  estimates  of 
progress,  bat  it  is  expected  that  a  con- 
siderable section  of  the  railway  will  be 
open  for  traffic  in  June,  1898. 


IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION 
(BCOHANNAN  r.  COWELL). 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  DANE  (Ferma- 
nagh, N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  be  can  state  the  reasons 
why  the  Court  of  the  Iri^h  Land  Com- 
mission upon  Tuesday  last  refused  the 
application  of  the  tenant  under  the 
Redemption  of  Bent  Act,  in  the  case  of 
Bucbannan  v.  Cowell;  and  whether  he 
will  procure  the  shorthand  writer's  re- 
port of  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice 
Bewley,  and  lay  it  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  am 
informed  that  the  reasons  for  the  decision 
qS.  the  Court  of  the  Land  Commission  in 
the  case  referred  to  appear  to  have  been 
fully  stated  by  Mr.  Justice  Bewley  when 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 
To  lay  the  judgment  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  would  be  without  precedent,  and 
I  see  no  sufficient  reason  for  taking  the 
step. 


PRISON   SERVrCE  (IRELANP). 

Mr.  DANE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Jx>rd  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  of  officials  of  the  Fresbyterian 
religion  in  the  Irish  Prison  service  hold- 
ing the  positions  of  governor,  deputy 
governor,  or  chief  wanler,  respectively, 
exclusive  of  bridewell  keepers  in  old 
reduced  county  prisons ;  and  whether 
it  is  the  fact,  as  stated  in  The  Belfast 
Northern  Whig,  of  the  16th  and  22nd 
inst.,  that  the  Trislt  Prisons  Board  have 
declined  to  appoint  Presbyterians  to  such 
positions  in  the  ordinary  prisons ;  and, 
if  so,  has  such  a  course  the  sanction  of 
the  Irish  Government ) 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  am 
informed  that  there  are  no  governors 
or  deputy  goremors  in  the  Irish  Prison 
senrice  professing  the  Presbyterian 
religion,  but  that  one  chief  warder  and 


some  28  male  subordinate  officers  in  the 
service  belong  to  that  denomination. 
There  is  absolutely  no  foundation  fi  r  the 
allegation  in  the  second  paragraph  of 
Uie  question. 

LABOUR  DEPARTMENT 
(LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS). 

Mr.  HAKBY  H.  MARKS  (Tower 
Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  will  grant  a  Return,  giving  the 
names  of  the  local  correspondents  of  the 
Labour  Department,  the  remuneration 
paid  to  each  of  them,  and  the  names  of 
the  persctns  on  whose  recommendation 
they  wei-e  appointed  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  move  for  a  return  similar  to  that 
presented  in  June,  1893,  of  which  I  have 
funded  him  a  copy,  I  will  agree  to  it. 

COMPANIES   LIMITED  LIABILITY 
ACTS. 

Mb.  JAMES  ROCHE  (Kerry,  E.): 
I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  will  cause  to  be  published 
and  circulated  the  proceedings,  which 
are  in  print,  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee which  sat  last  year  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  Companies  Limited 
Liability  Acts  e&  they  are  at  present 
enforced  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  presume  the  hon. 
Member  refers  to  tbe  Departmental 
Committee  which  sat  in  1895.  The 
appendix  to  the  report  contains  all  the 
evidence  taken  by  the  Committee.  It 
is  not  proposed  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
Minutes  of  Proceedings,  as  this  is  not 
usual  in  the  case  of  Departmental  Com- 
mittees. Moreover,  the  discussions  of 
the  Committee  were  to  a  large  extent  of 
an  informal  character. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND). 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
intends  during  this  Session  to  introduce 
a  Bill  for  the  local  government  of 
Ireland  1 

Mr.  -  GERALD  BALFOUR:  No, 
Sir;  it  is  not  Uie  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  tiie 
purpose  stated    during    the  present 

Session. 
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VACCINATION  OFFICERS'  FEES. 

Mr.  L.  R.  HOLLAND  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Bow  and  Bromley) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Preddent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
vaccination  officers  are  paid  only  by  fees 
upon  successful  coses  of  vaccination,  and 
that  therefore  their  incomes  have  been 
largely  reduced  in  a  great  number  of 
districts  by  the  non-enforcement  of  the 
Vaccination  Acts  by  boards  of  guardians 
while  their  actual  work  is  in  no 
d^;ree  diminished  thereby,  tiie  Local 
Government  Board  will  sanction  boards 
of  guardians  paying  the  vaccination 
officers  by  fees  based  upon  birth  returns 
as  well  as  upon  successful  cases  of 
vaccination  t 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  Experience  hosamply 
shown  the  importance  of  payment  of 
vaccination  officers  by  results  as  a  princi- 
ple of  general  application,  but  I  will 
consider  whether  any  modification  in  the 
existing  rule  can  be  made  under  which 
the  payment  to  the  vaccination  officers 
shall  not  wholly  depend  on  fees  in  respect 
of  the  certificates  of  auooessf  ul  vaccination 
registered. 


SOUTH  KENSINGTON  MUSEUM. 

Mr.  W.  F.  B.  MASSEY-MAIN- 
WAHING  (Finsbury,  Central) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretaiy  to  the  Treasury  if 
this  year  the  funds  will  be  provided 
necMSory  to  complete  the  front^e  of  the 
South  Kensington  Museum  ;  and,  if  so, 
will  it  be  a  condition  that  the  extra  space 
shall  be  available  for  the  exhibition  of 
objects  of  art,  and  not  for  any  increase 
to  the  present  number  of  offices. 

Mr,  MASSEY-MAINWARING  also 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 
the  necessary  funds  will  be  provided  so 
tiiat  tiie  National  Gallery,  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery,  and  the  Natural  His- 
tory Museum  may  be  lighted  with  an 
electric  installation  % 

Me.  HANBTJRY:  These  questions 
should  more  properly  be  addressed  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works,  but  if  the  hon.  Member  will 
referto  Class  I.  of  the  Estimates  for  1S97- 
98,  issued  last  week,  he  will  see  for  him- 
seU  that  it  is  not  prop(Hed  to  ask  Parlia- 
ment to  provide  funds  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  during  the  coming  year. 


KHAMA'S  TERRITORT 
(LIQUOR  LICENCES). 

Sir  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  has 
seen  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by 
Khama  to  the  Native  races  and  the 
laquor  Traffic  United  Coomiittee  pro- 
testing against  refreshment  rooms  in 
which  intoxicating  liquors  will  be  sold 
being  opened  on  that  portion  of  the  rail- 
way which  will  pass  through  his  territory  ; 
whether  in  the  event  of  refreshment 
rooms  being  opened  on  tiie  railvray  pass- 
ing throng  Khama's  twritory,  licences 
would  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors ;  and  whether  the  granting 
of  such  licences  is  in  contravention  of 
the  pledges  given  to  Khama  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  occasion 
of  his  visit  to  England  in  1895? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have 

seen  the  letter  referred  to.  The  question 
of  granting  licences  for  refreshment 
rooms  on  the  railway,  within  Khama's 
territory  has  not  yet  been  mooted  and, 
when  it  is,  I  will  consider  it  in  the  light 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
including  of  course  the  promises  mado  to 
Khama. 

QUEEN'S  DIAMOND  JUBILEE 
(VISIT  OF  COLONIAL  PREMIERS). 

*Mr.  J.  F.  HOQAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether,  in  the  event  of  a 
majority  of  the  Premiers  of  the  self- 
governing  colonies  finding  themselves  in 
a  position  to  accept  his  invitation  to 
participate  in  the  celebration  of  the 
60th  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  ad- 
vantage will  be  taken  of  their  presence 
in  England  to  hold  an  Imperial  Confer- 
ence with  a  view  to  the  discussion  and 
determination  of  contemporary  questions 
of  common  colonial  concern,  and  the 
completion  of  the  wwk  entered  upon  by 
the  Colonial  Conferences  of  London  in 
1887  and  Ottawa  in  1894 1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  mat- 
ter referred  to  in  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member  will  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 
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AUMV  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 
Dr.  FARQUHARSON  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
how  many  civilian  medical  practitioners 
have  been  employed  during  past  year 
to  give  professional  aid  to  the  troops  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  owing  to 
vacancies  in  the  Army  Medical  Staff ; 
and  what  were  the  actual  number  of 
vacancies  in  the  Army  Medical  Service 
up  to  Slat  December  1896  1 

•Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  number  of 
civil  practitioners  specially  employed 
during  the  past  year  was  77.  It  is  not 
possible  to  associate  the  engagement  of 
individual  practitioners  with  particular 
vacandes  in  the  Medical  Staffs  but  there 
were  on  the  31st  of  December  last  39 
vacancies,  and,  idthough  13  surgeons 
were  on  probation  at  Netley,  the  number 
of  private  practitioners  engaged  was 
somewhat  larger  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  the  case.  There  may,  there- 
fore, be  some  connection  between  the 
number  of  private  practitioners  engaged 
and  the  number  of  vacancies. 

CATHOLIC  UNIVERSITY  (IRELAXD.) 

Mr.  p.  M'HUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can 
inform  the  House  whether  a  Measure  for 
the  establishment  and  endowment  of  a 
Catliolic  University  in  Ireland  will  be 
introduced  by  the  Government  this  Ses- 
sion :  and  has  he  taken  steps  to  ascertain 
the  views  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Hier- 
archy of  Irelajid,  and  oi  theParliamentary 
representatives  of  Ireland,  as  to  the 
establishment  of  an  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
University  ;  and  if  not,  will  he  be  good 
enough  to  inform  the  House  what  prac- 
tical steps,  if  any,  he  proposes  to  take 
during  the  present  Session  to  meet  the 
claims  of  Irish  Catholics  in  regard  to 
University  education  1 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
K.)  :  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable  for  me 
in  the  shape  of  an  answer  to  a  question 
to  add  anything  to  what  I  said  the  other 
night  rather  fully  in  debate  upon  this 
subject. 

SHIPPING  AXD  JIARITIME  PROPERTY 
(C03IPEXSATI0N  FOB  INJURY). 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yai> 
mouth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  he  is  a  in  position  to 
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state  what  course  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take  in  order  to  remedy 
defects  in  the  law,  so  as  to  afford  ship- 
ping and  maritime  property  the  same 
protection  as  is  accorded  to  property  on 
land  in  respect  of  otunpensation  for  in- 
jury and  damage  done  under  circum- 
stances of  riot  and  civil  disturbance  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  th;?  TREA- 
SURY ;  In  answer  to  the  Question  of  my 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  I  have  to  say 
that  we  find  great  difficulty  in  merely 
extending  the  existing  law  which  oper- 
ates on  land  to  cases  contemplated  in  his 
Question,  but  I  am  in  conmiunication 
with  the  Attorney  General  to  find  a  way 
out  of  the  difficulty. 


mOTARY  LANDS  ACT  (1892) 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Military  Lands  Act, 
1892,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Brodrick  and  Mr.  Powell  -  Williams  ; 
presented  and  read  the  First  time,  to  be 
read  a  Second  time  on  Thursday ;  and  to 
be  printed.— [Bill  103.] 


BERRIEW  SCHOOL. 
Bill  to  annul  an  Order  in  Council  con- 
firming a  scheme  relating  to  the  Founda- 
tion knownosthe  Berriew  School,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  John  Gorst  and 
Mr.  Hanbury ;  presented,  and  read  the 
First  time ;  to  be  read  a  Second  time  upon 
Thursday;  wid  to  be  printed. — [Bill 
104.] 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS 
(AID  GRANT,  Etc.). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

[The  Chairmait  of  Wats  and  Means, 
Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER,  in  the  Chair.] 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  moved  "That  it  is  expedient — 

[a)  to  aathorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  an 
aid  gnuit  to  Volaatary  Schools,  not 
exceeding  five  shiUinga  per  scholar  for 
tiie  whole  number  of  scholars  in  thoM 
achoobi 
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(4)  to  repeal  as  regards  day  schools  bo  much 
of  section  oini^teen  of  The  Klementary 
Education  Art.  1876,  a«  impOiSB  a 
limit  on  the  r^riiameotary  ^mnt  to 
plf^nentoxy  schools  in  Eogluid  and 
Wales;  and 

(r,  to  make  proriutoi  f<n-  the  exemption 
from  rates  of  Volnntary  Schools." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  vho  vas 
received  ^ith  cheers,  aaid: — ^Mr.  Low- 
ther,  ninonf^  the  manifold  blessings 
showered  npou  us  by  the  Opijosi- 
tion  during  the  course  of  the  Debatys 
upon  last  Tear's  Education  Bill  was  n 
plentiful  stock  of  good  advice.  The 
Members  on  the  Front  Bench  opposite 
and  Gentlemen  sitting  in  various  other 
parts  of  the  House — ["  hear,  hear !  "] — 
told  the  Gorernment  that  if  they  had 
confined  their  Measure  to  what  was  men- 
tioned in  the  Queen's  Speech  ^t  year, 
namelr,  the  relief  of  Voluntary  Schools — 
if  they  had  checked  their  vaulting  am- 
bition, if  they  had  consented  to  bring  in 
a  brief  and  simple  Bill,  that  Bill  might 
have  received  some  small  amount  of 
criticism  and  opposition,  but  would  have 
found  something  like  general  acceptance 
in  its  main  principles  from  both  sides  of 
the  House.  I  do  not  think  I  misrepre- 
sent the  views  laid  before  us,  especially 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Fife,  when  I  say  he  was  pecu- 
liarly insistent  on  the  wisdom  of  the 
policy  of  bringing  in  a  short  Bill  rather 
than  a  comprehensive  Bill.  When  the 
Opposition  give  you  advice  in  regard  to 
the  length  of  time  a  particular  discussion 
will  take,  one  has  to  regard  that  more  or 
less  as  the  advice  of  experts — [laughter] 
• — and  when  they  prophecy  that  any  par- 
ticular Measure  will  last  a  very  long 
time  they  have  the  satisfaction,  which 
few  prophets  have,  of  being  in  tike  posi- 
tion of  seeing  their  own  prophecy 
adequately  fulfilled.  [Laughter.]  Under 
these  circumstances,  as  early  as  last  July 
— indeed,  I  think  earlier — in  the  Debate 
in  which  I  announced  that  the  Bill  of  last 
year  was  dropped,  certainly  if  not  then 
in  a  public  speech  which  1  made  shortly 
afterwards,  1  announced  to  all  to  whom 
it  was  of  interest  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment brought  in  the  Measure  they  were 
resolved  to  bring  in  for  some  relief  to 
Yoluntaiy  Schools  out  of  Imperial  re- 
sources, that  Bill  should  be  bo  carefully 
restricted  in  its  scope  that  there  should 
be  no  danger  of  its  defeat  merely  through 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 


lapse  of  time  or  through  the  multiplica- 
tion of  the  subjects  of  debate  which 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  so  ingoiious  in 
discovering.  [Cheers.]  That  pledge  the 
Govemmoit  had  adhered  to.  ["Hear, 
hear!  "]  The  BiU  we  bring  in  to-day  is 
a  Bill  not  in  any  sense  covering,  or  at* 
tempting  to  cover,  the  field  of  educa- 
tional reform.  Last  year  we  brought  m 
a  Measure  designed  not  merely  to  give 
some  relief  to  Voluntary  Schools,  but  also 
to  give  relief  to  uecessitous  Boanl 
Schools,  to  decentralise  the  work  of  the 
Education  Department,  to  deal  with  the 
special  questions  of  secondary  education, 
and  to  set  op  such  an  educational 
machinery  in  the  country  as  would  unify 
the  system  of  primary  education  with  the 
system  which  exists  or  ought  to  be  set 
up  with  regard  to  secondary  education. 
That  was  a  comprehensive  scheme ; 
I  think  it  was  a  good  scheme. 
[Cheers.]  But  it  is  manifest,  if  it  is  to 
be  accomplished — and  I  think  it  is — it 
must  be  accomplished  piecemeal,  aud  not 
in  the  shape  of  one  Bill  embracing  theeo 
large  and  critical  subjects,  and  lendii^ 
itself,  by  the  very  ^t  that  it  does  em- 
brace them,  as  a  helpless  mark  to  tlie 
arrows  of  obstruction.  We  have  taken, 
therefore,  what  is  a  fragment  of  a  great 
subject,  but  it  is  a  fragment  very  clearly 
defined  in  its  scope  and  very  xurgent  in 
its  character.  I  admit  the  temptation 
to  add  to  the  question  of  the  relief  of 
Voluntary  Schools  the  question  of  the 
relief  of  necessitous  Board  Schools  was  a 
most  tempting  one — tempting,  at  all 
events,  to  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
Houses  That  was  part  of  the  scheme  of 
last  year.  It  is  undoubtedly  an  object 
which  ought  at  an.  early  date  to  be  dealt 
with,  in  our  judgment,  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  But  the 
problems  which  it  raises  are  different  in 
many  vital  particulars  from  the  problem 
raised  by  the  relief  of  the  nece^itous 
Voluntary  Schools.  The  scheme  which 
applies  to  the  one  does  not  apply  to  the 
other,  and  we  feel  we  were  right  in 
adhering  to  the  policy  announced  lost 
year — ^uiuuely,  that  we  would  not  weight 
our  Bill,  in  so  far  as  it  dealt  with  Volun- 
tary Schools,  by  extraneous  matter,  how- 
ever important  and  however  urgent  that 
extraneous  matter  might  be.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  Those  are  reasons  which  will, 
I  trust,  satisfy  my  hon.  Frieuds  on  this 
side  of  the  House.    They  will  see  that  *f, 
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as  is  possible,  though  I  fear  it  is  hardly 
I)robable,  the  Bill  wo  are  introducing 
Blips  rapidly  through  all  its  stages,  in 
that  caae  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
bringing  forward  the  further  Measure  to 
which  I  have  referred.  [Laughter  and 
cheers.]  But  if,  on  the  other  band,  so 
far  frum  finding  in  a  Bill  restricted  to 
the  relief  of  Voluntary  Schools  a  simple 
Heasure  on  which  aJl  sides  may  be 
agreed,  bon.  Gentlemen  find  in  sucb  a 
Bill  fui  endless  theme  for  discussion  and 
Debate,  then  there  is  not  a  man  on  this 
side,  I  venture  to  say,  who  ^vill  not  thank 
the  Govemmeut  for  the  foresight  they 
have  shown  in  this  matter  and  will  not 
be  obliged  to  them  for  not  having  im- 
perilled one  great  subject  by  allying  it 
■with  another  great  subject.  [Cheers.] 
Ho  much  for  the  feeling  of  Gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  I  hope  the 
reasons  I  have  just  ventured  to  give 
them  will  satisfy  them.  But  no  reason 
can  surely  be  required  to  satisfy  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  that  the  course  we 
have  taken  is  the  right  one.  I  admit  I 
have  seen  in  the  public  Press  a  great 
many  statements  and  speeches  made  by 
persons  in  authority  to  the  effect  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  anxiously 
desirous  that  in  this  Bill  should  be  in- 
cluded provisions  for  aiding  ratepayers 
in  the  districts  of  necessitous  Board 
Schools.  I  have  never  been  able  to  attach 
any  credence  to  those  statements.  The 
right  bon.  Gentl^an  opposite  said  so  in 
the  Address — I  bear  him  whisper.  I  am 
always  ready  to  accept  his  statements, 
but  even  that  statement  slipped  from 
him,  it  seemed  to  me,  in  a  moment  of 
incaution.  [Lant/hter.]  But,  after  all, 
what  are  we  to  do?  We  are  asked  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  by  those  who 
wish  to  include  provision  for  necessitous 
Board  Schools,  to  relieve  the  most  bard- 
pressed  and  tbe  most  deserving  class  of 
ratepayers.  On  this  side  of  tbe  House 
we  have  always  been  in  favour  of  reliev- 
ing tbe  hard-pressed  ratepayers.  [Cheers.] 
It  is  quite  new  to  me  that  that  is  the 
favourite  doctrine  of  tbe  other  side. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "]  Why,  Sir,  not  only 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  bite 
Minister  for  'Education,  do  nothing  in 
this  direction  when  be  was  in  office,  but 
how  did  we  occupy  a  large  part  of  last 
Session  ?  We  occupied  it  in  listening  to 
denunciations  from  tbe  other  side  of  our 
efforts  to  relieve  ratepayers.  [Cheers 


and  Oitpusitiuti  cries  of  "Landlords!''] 
Wait  lb  moment,  I  am  coming  to  that. 
There  was  especially  one  eventful  week  in 
which  we  were  discussing  in  Committee 
the  Bill  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Boarii,  whom  we  are  all  so  glad  to  see 
back  amongst  us — [chura] — in  which  it  ■ 
is  safe  to  say  there  was  not  one. hour  of 
the  day  or  night  in  which  you 
bad  not  a  good  prospect,  if  you 
came  within  the  walls  of  this  House, 
of  hearing  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  ex- 
plaining at  great  length— [/aujr/tier] — 
that  all  the  attempted  relief  of  rate- 
payers went  into  the  pockets  of  tbe  land- 
lord. No  reiteration  appeared  to  dtdl 
tho  pleasure  which  he  gave  us,  custom 
never  staled  him,  he  went  on  with  a 
splendid  and  persevering  uniformity,  and 
so  enamoured  was  be  of  tbe  topic  that 
when  tbe  opportunity  was  unfortunately 
taken  from  him  in.  I^is  House  by  the  con- 
clusion of  our  Debates  on  the  Bill,  the 
whole  staple  of  his  speeches  in  the 
countiy  tlu-ough  the  autumn  consisted  in. 
dwelling  again  upon  that  wdl-wom 
theme.  [Laughter  and  cheers.]  And  are 
wo  to  be  now  told  that,  as  we  were  kepb 
up  night  after  night  in  1896  to  prevent 
relief  from  going  into  Ihe  pockets  of  tha 
landlords,  wo  are  to  be  kept  up  night 
after  n^ht  in  1897  in  order  to  prevent 
relief  from  going  to  tbe  ratepayers? 
[Cheers.]  Are  we  swiously  to  bo  told 
that  the  laws  of  political  economy  which 
we  were  said  then  to  have  disregarded 
are  to  be  miraculously  suspended  in  the 
particuliu-  case  of  elementarv  education  ? 
I  will  not  dwell  longer  upon  this  aspect 
of  tho  question.  I  have  stated,  I  hope 
not  in  immoderate  language,  the  difficulty 
I  find  in  believing  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
are  going  to  take  tbe  courso  which  is 
threatened.  I  wait  their  reply  on  the  par- 
ticular aspect  of  tbe  question.  I  may 
say  I  look  forward  with  the  greatest  con- 
fidence to  the  opportunity  whicb  I  shall 
have  of  dealing  with  tbe  subject  on  future 
occasions.  I  have  now  explained  to  the 
House  what  we  do  not  propose  to  do  in 
this  Bill,  and  why  we  do  not  propose  to 
do  it.  I  pass  now  to  a  very  brief  survey 
of  the  provisions  which  the  Measure  will 
actually  contain,  and  I  am  glad  to  think 
in  this  matter  I  have,  or  I  hope  I  have, 
no  surprises  to  spring  oa  the  House.  Tbe 
statemmts  wbidi  have  been  made  by 
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Members  of  the  Goro'nnKmt  in  the  { 
countrr,  and,  indeed,  in  this  HousCt  have  \ 
led  the  majority  of  those  inta*ested  in  i 
forecasting  the  lepislative  future  to  fore- 
see that  we  should  limit  our  efforts  in  | 
this  Bill  to  the  three  questions  of  relicv-  , 
iug  Voluntary  Schools  from  the  pressure  ; 
«f  the  rat€B,  of  dealing  with  the  17b.  6d. 
limit,  and  of  distributinpr  the  aid  grant. 
On  the  first  of  these  topics — that  of  the 
relief  of  schools  from  the  preesuro  of  the 
rates — I  think  it  will  be  universally  ad- 
mitted by  t^LOse  who  have  given  any 
study  to  the  question  that  t£e  present 
position  of  Voluntary  Schools  in  relation 
to  the  rating  authority  is  one  of  great 
inequality,  and  not  only  inequality  but 
uncertainty,  and  in  our  opinion  the  in- 
equality and  uncertainty  should  both  at 
once  be  put  an  end  to.  \Cheerg.'\  In  the 
majority  of  cases  throughout  England 
and  Wales,  I  believe  that  practically  no 
rates  are  levied  on  Voluntary  Schools. 
In  London  and  some  of  the  great  towns 
there  are  rates,  but  they  are  levied  on 
no  uniform  principle,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  the  managers  to  foresee  from  year  to 
year  what  demands  may  be  made  on 
their  resources  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  requirements  of  the  overseers. 
In  some  cases  in  London,  where  the  chief 
difficulty  arises,  there  are  no  rates  levied 
on  these  schools  at  all.  In  other  cases 
the  rates  levied  are  merely  nominal  in 
amount.  In  the  third  doss  of  cases, 
again,  the  schools  are  rated  below  their 
value,  while  in  the  remainder  the  full 
rating  permitted  l>y  law  is  exacted.  Now, 
a  system  so  different  in  its  principles 
and  80  uncertain  in  its  incidence  is  one 
which  really  cannot  stand  criticism,  and 
we  propose,  by  a  simple  enactm^t,  to 
put  Voluntary  Schools  in  the  position 
already  occupied  by  scientific  and  learned 
institutions,  and  say  that  they  shall  not 
be  liable  to  rates  at  all.  \Gheers.^  It 
may  be  said,  and  I  dare  say  it  will,  that 
to  relieve  Voluntary  Schools  from  rates 
is  in  effect  equivalent  to  giving  relief  out 
of  the  rates.  It  will  or  may  be  said  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  total  rateable  value  of 
a  parish  in  which  the  Voluntary  School 
is  situated  is  diminished  thereby,  the 
rates  must  be  augmented,  thot^h  it 
probably  is  only  to  a  very  slight  extent, 
by  the  other  ratepayers,  and  that  this 
is  in  effect  equivalent  to  a  system  of  re- 
lieving Voluntary  Schools  out  of  the 
rates.  I  do  not  at  oU  propose  to  quarrel 
First  Lord     ihe  Treasury.  i 


j  witji  words.  If  anj'body  likes  to  maintain 
I  that  thesis  he  will  not  find  me  a.  violrab 
I  opponent.  But  let  it  be  understood  that 
if  that  be  regarded  as  allocating  support 
I  to  Voluntary  Schools  out  of  the  rates,  it 
,  is  so  to  the  same  extent,  and  not  to  a 
\  greater  extent,  that  the  rates  are 
allocated  now  in  aid,  let  us  sar,  of  Non- 
conformist chapds;  and  if  you  say  we 
are  going  to  propose  rate  aid,  then  you 
must  admit  that  it  is  already  given,  not 
only  to  churches  and  scientific  instito- 
tions,  but  to  all  places  of  religious  wor- 
ship, Nonconformist  or  otherwise,  which 
are  used  exclusiv^y  for  this  purpose. 
When  that  fact  has  once  caught  hold  of 
the  general  mind  of  the  House  I  do  not 
think  any  great  objection  will  be  raised, 
or,  indeed,  be  anticipated,  from  either 
side  to  this  relief,  which  is  very  material 
in  certain  parts  of  the  Metropolis,  but 
which  will  not,  in  fact,  bear  heavily  at 
all  upon  any  portion  of  ratepayers  either 
in  town  or  country.  The  total  amount 
of  rates  now  levied  from  Voluntary 
Schools  in  the  vast  and  wealthy  metro- 
politan area  is  little  over  £10,000  a 
year ;  and  little  as  it  is,  relatively  speak- 
ing, in  London,  it  is  still  smallo*  in  soma 
other  parts  of  England  and  Wales.  So 
much  for  the  first  of  the  three  provisions 
which  the  Bill  contains.  The  second  to 
which  I  must  refer  is  that  which  relieves 
Elementary  Day  Schools  from  the  1 7a.  6d- 
limit.  This  provision,  and  this  provision 
alone,  in  the  Bill  extends  beyond  the 
province  of  Voluntary  Schools,  and  in- 
cludes within  its  scope  Board  Schools 
also.  I  do  not  know  Uiat  I  need  expend 
very  much  time  in  d^ending  this  pro- 
vision of  the  Bill.  The  l7s.  6d.  limit, 
though  as  it  was  originally  passed  it  was 
a  great  boon  to  Voluntary  Schools,  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  Conservative 
Government  of  1874,  has  long  been  re- 
garded as  a  fragment  of  an  ancient 
system  which  is  scarcely  capable  of 
further  defence.  It  is  extremely  unequal 
in  its  operation  and  eitremdy  arbitrair. 
As  the  House  knows,  a  school  may  earn 
17b.  6d.  from  the  Exchequ^  without  ex- 
pending a  single  penny  upon  main- 
tenance from  any  other  source,  but  it 
cannot  earn  17b.  7d.  without  finding  a 
contribution  of  1 78.  7d.  to  meet  it. 
That  is  not  a  state  of  things  whidi 
can  bo  defended,  and,  observe,  it 
is  felt  most  by  the  very  class  of  schooU 
we  most  desire  to  assist — mran  the 
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8choola  which  are  so  efficiently  conducted 
thttt  they  could  earn  a  greater  grant,  but 
by  the  jjoverty  of  their  surroundings  and 
the  circumstances  in  which  they  find 
themselTes  are  debiirred  from  obtaining 
that  advantage  which  is  given  to  their 
richer    bretlu^n.    ['*  Hear,    hear !  "J  I 
feel  that  in  a  Bill  to  relieve  necessitous 
schools  the  omigsiou  of   the   ITa.  6d. 
would  be  a  seriouB  blot,  and  one  it  would 
not  be  in  my  power  to  defend.    I  now 
come  to  the  only  remaining  provision  of 
the  Bill  which  requires  any  explanation 
from  me  ;  it  relates  to  the  aid  grant  and 
to  the  mode  of  its  distribution.    It  will 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House  that 
when  I  withdrew  the  Bill  of  last  year 
I  made  a  promise  to  the  Voluntary 
Schools  that  whatever  else  happened  in 
consequence  of  that  withdrawal,  they 
and  their  interests  at  all  events  should 
not  be  allowed  to  suffer.    That  pledge, 
Sir,  we  have  fulfilled  in  the  present  Bill. 
Whereas  the  Bill  of  last  year  only  allo- 
cated 4b.  per  child  in  average  attendance 
to  the  Voluntary  Schools,  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  permitted  me  to  raise  that  amount 
to  us. — [eltecrs] — the  result  of  which  will 
be  that  whereas  the  must  that  would 
have  been  spent  lost  year  upon  Volun- 
tary Schools  hod  the  Bill  become  law 
would  have  amounted  to  £489,000,  the 
amount  that  will  be  spent  in  the  next 
financial  year  when  this  Bill  becomes  law 
will  be  £616,500,  a  large  increase,  partly, 
no  doubt,  due  to  the  increasing  number 
of    children    in    Voluntary    Schools — 
["  Hear,  hear !"] — but  due  in  a  still  lai^er 
measure  to  the  additional  Is.  grant  which 
uiy  right  hon.  Friend  has  sanctioned. 
Therefore,  Sir,  that  pledge,  at  all  events, 
has  been,  as  I  think  will  be  admitted  on 
all  sides,  amply  satisfied      the  Govern- 
meet.  [•'  Hear,  hear  1  "J  But  that  is  not, 
in  my  judgment,  the  greatest  improve- 
ment, the  only  or  the  greatest  improve- 
ment with  regard  to  the  allocation  of  the 
aid  grant  which  has  been  introduced  into 
the  new  Bill.      It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Bill  of  last  year  tunied  entirely 
upon  the  local  authority.    It  was  through 
the  local  authority  and  it  was  in  the  area 
controlled  by  the  local  authority  that  the 
aid  gnmt  was  spent,  and  tiie  invariable 
result  of  that  must  have  been  that  money 
wotdd  not  have  gone  so  far  or  have  been 
so  effectively  used  in  dealing  with  the 
worst  cases  as  it  may  be  under  a  more 


flexible  system  dealing  probably  with 
larger  areas  than   those  the  country 
authority  proposed  to  be  set  up  had 
under  its  supervision.    Of  course,  every 
la  of  this  total  sum  of  £610,000  which 
goes  to  a  school  which  does  not  require 
it,  or  goes  to  a  school  which  requires  it 
less  than  another  school,  is  jfo  tanto  not 
used  to  the  best  advantage,  and  we  hav^ 
been  most   desirous  of  devising  some 
scheme  by  which,  as  far  as  hxnnan  inge- 
nuity can  contrive  it,  every  penny  of  the 
money  shall  be  used  to  the  greatei^t  pos- 
sible benefit  of  the  schools.    The  autho- 
rity  responsible    for    the  distribution 
under  this  Bill  must  necessarily  and  ob- 
viously, as  we'  think,  be  the  Education 
Departmenr.      As  the  money  is  money 
provided  by  the  centi%l  Treasury,  the 
body  which  is  to  deal  with  the  distribur 
tion  of  that  money  nmst  be  responsible 
to  the  Imperial  Parliament — it  must,  as 
we  think,  in  the  ultimate  result,  be  a 
Gcvemraent  Department  responsible  to 
Parliament  through  the  Minister  at  the 
head  of  that  Department,  who  is  to  have 
the  responsibility  of  distributing  that 
very  lai^e  sum  of  public  money ;  but  to 
ask  the  Government  Department  to  make 
a  comparative  estimate  of  all  the  schemes 
for  Voluntary  Schools  in  England  and 
Wales  without  any  assistance  appears  to 
us  to  throw  upon  that  Department  a 
burden  which  it  can  hardly  be  asked  to 
bear.  For  that  reason  and  other  reasons, 
to  which  I  shall  refer  immediately,  we 
propose  to  encourage  to  the  best  of  our 
ability  the  formation  of  associations  of 
Voluntaiy  Schools — ["Hear,  hear!  "  and 
'■  Oh,  oh  ! ''] — who  shall  have  the  right, 
not  indeed  to  control  the  distribution  of 
this  money  amongst  the  schools  forming 
them,  but  to  advise  the  Department  how 
the  money  may  be  best  expended,  to 
frame  schemes — in  other  words,  for  its 
distribution  amongst  the  various  schools 
of  which  the  associations  are  composed. 
I  frankly  say  the  beneficial  working  of 
this  Bill  largely  depends  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  those  interested  in  Volun- 
tary Schools  use  the  power  of  association 
given  them.  If,  as  I  most  earnestly  hope, 
they  use  it  largely,  if  the  great  body  of 
Voluntary  Schools  in  this  countiy  are 
brought  into  organisation,  I  think  that 
the  result  will  not  merely  be  that  the 
money  which  is  placed  at  their  disposal 
will  be  probably  better  spent  for  the  pro- 
motion of  education  and  the  support  o^ 
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the  schouls  than  it  could  be  under  any 
other  plan,  but  there  will  be  a  coniuioii 
feelinrr  aroused  and  coiiinion  lutwhinery 
brought  into  existence  which  will  have 
the  very  best  effect  upon  the  educational 
and  reli<;ioU8  etficiency  of  all  schools 
which  take  care  to  join  an  association. 
Any  association  approved  by  the  Educa- 
tion Department  will  have  a  right  to  that 
definite  share  of  the  aid  p;rant.  Having 
a  right  to  that  definite  share  it  will  have 
the  power  to  frame  a  scheme  for  its  dia- 
tribution,  which  the  Department  will,  of 
course,  have  the  power  to  reject  or 
modify,  but  which  will,  I  anticipate,  in 
all  probability  usually  guide  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  discretion  vested  in  it  by  the 
BiU.  In  this  case  the  interests  of  the 
Education  Department — that  is  to  say, 
of  education — and  those  of  the  associa- 
tions are,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
case,  and  must  be,  identical.  The  asso- 
ciations have,  and  am  have,  no  other 
object  than  the  promotion  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  schools  which  form  them. 
Individual  managers  isolated,  it  may  be, 
from  the  operation  of  public  opinion 
other  than  that  of  a  small  secluded  parish 
may  in  certain  cases  allow  these  ques- 
tions to  slide,  but  an  association  must 
have  those  interests  ever  before  its  mind. 
The  associations  will  be  able  to  give  not 
merely  pecuniary  assistance,  but  assist- 
ance in  many  other  ways  to  their 
constituent  units,  and,  unless  I  am  greatly 
deceived,  if  the  Voluntary  Schools  take 
full  advantage  of  the  liberty  to  form 
associations  which  they  are  encouraged 
to  take,  I  think  that  every  friend  of  edu- 
cation, let  [done  every  friend  of  the 
Voluntary  sj'stem,  will  have  eveiy  reason 
to  congi-atulnte  himself  upon  the  result 
which  this  Bill  is  likely  to  produce.  I 
ought  to  say  that  so  strongly  do  we 
believe  in  the  importance  of  association 
that  we  have  put  in  a  special  provision 
enabling  the  Education  Department  to 
refuse  any  assistance  out  of  the  aid 
grant  to  any  school  which  unreasonably 
refuses  to  join  the  association— ["  Oh, 
oh!"] — ^provided  alwi^s  that  no  school 
shall  be  required  to  join  the  association 
where  the  majority  in  the  school  belongs 
to  a  different  denomination.  There  is 
one  other  point  of  great  importance 
which  I  am  most  desirous  of  making  very 
clear  to  the  Committee.  In  the  Bill  the 
Education  Department  have  the  right  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  town  and 
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countr}',  and  while  the  total  amount 
given  to  the  Voluntary  Schoolv  over 
England  and  AVales  is  determined  by 
the  rate  which  I  have  just  indicated — ■ 
namely,  Ds.  per  child  on  the  average 
attendance — the  Education  Department 
have  a  right  to  say  that  town  schools, 
or  rather  associations  containin^^  more 
town  schools  than  other  associations, 
shall  get  a  larger  proportion  of  grant. 
Let  the  Committee  not  suppose  that  that 
means  a  country  school  is  to  get  len 
than  a  town  school.  There  are  many 
town  schools  which  ought  to  get  much 
less  than  Ss.,  and  I  hope  that  under 
the  Bill  they  will  get  less.  But  un- 
doubtedly those  districts  in  which  there 
is  a  lar^e  urban  population  have  greater 
need  than  the  Voluntary  Schools  in  rural 
districts,  and  this  for  more  than  one 
reason.  In  the  first  place,  the  urban 
schools,  especially  in  the  North,  suffered 
very  much  by  the  Free  Education  Act. 
[Miiiintertol  cheers. \  The  schools  in 
country  districts  benefited  by  the  Free 
Education  Act.  There  is  one  county  in 
England  which  gained  as  much,  I  think, 
as  7s.  per  child  in  average  attendance  by 
the  lOs.  fee  grant  which  freed  Voluntary 
Schools.  While  there  are  counties  in 
that  position,  there  are  urban  districts 
where  Voluntary  Schools  were  lar^ly  sup- 
ported out  of  fees,  which  fees  they  no 
longer  pay,  and  which  amounted  to  more 
than  the  inadequate  lOs.,  and  which. 'they 
were  to  be  recouped  out  of  the  central 
Exchequer.  If  that  reason  is  not  enough 
it  is  manifest  that  the  educational  needs 
of  urban  districts  and  the  expense  of 
satisfying  those  needs  must,  on  the 
whole,  be  greater  than  the  correspond- 
ing needs  of  rural  districts.  You  have 
only  to  look  at  the  expense  to  which 
Board  Schools  go  in  the  education  of 
urban  children  to  see  what  their  view  of 
the  situation  is.  Though  I  am  far  from 
denying  thiit  there  are,  indeed,  some 
Board  Schools  which  are  culpably  extra- 
vagant, the  broad  fact  remains  that  urban 
education  is  more  costly  than  nuul  edu- 
cation, and  the  urban  power  of  getting 
subscriptions  does  not  keep  pace  with  it. 
Therefore^  this  general  provision  of  the 
Education  Department  is  one  which  I  am 
convinced  will  greatly  add  to  the  utility 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  LEONARD  COURTNEY  (Corn- 
wall, Bodmin) :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  what  the  provision  ia  f 
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Thb  first  loud  of  tub  TREA- 
SUllY :  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  found 
it  BO  clear  that  I  felt  I  was  understood 
by  the  Comnuttee.  Let  us  suppose  the 
Bill  in  full  operation  in  the  manner  in 
vfaich  the  Government  hope  it  will  work, 
I  should  then  conceive  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  of  the 
country  would  organise  themselves  into 
associations.  There  will  no  doubt  be  a 
margin  of  schools  which  cannot  be  so 
organised.  They  will  not  be  penalised 
for  not  fonuiug  themselves  into  an  orgar 
iiisation.  Of  those  in  association  each 
association  will  rect;ive  an  amount  of 
money  corresponding  to  the  number  of 
scholars  in  average  attendance  in  the 
schools  composing  it^  subject  only  to  the 
fact  that  if  there  be  many  urban  schools 
they  will  get  more  than  the  average  us., 
and  if  many  rural  schools  they  will  get 
less.  [An  Hon.  Mbhbbr  :  "  How  much  1"J 
That  is  left  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. [Opjx)sUion  jnuriniirg.]  These 
■will  manifestly  remain  over  the  non-asso- 
ciated schools.  They  will  have  available 
for  distribution  among  them  an  equal 
amount  of  5s.  each,  subject  to  the  dis- 
tinction of  town  and  country.  It  is  very 
likely  that  the  whole  of  the  money  will 
not  be  distributed  by  the  Education 
Department,  because,  presumably,  the 
schools  that  refuse  to  associate  will 
be  the  rich  schoolB,  and  possibly  certain 
other  schools  may,  for  adequate  reasons, 
refuse  to  associate  themselves,  and  thus 
be  deprived  of  the  grant.  It  is  possible, 
therefore,  there  may  be  a  mai^in  over 
on  that  account.  That  will  be  again  dis- 
tributed by  the  Education  Department 
among  the  associated  schools. 

Mb.  G.  C.  T.  BARTLEY  (Islington, 
N.):  Will  the  schools  not  associated  be 
dealt  with  directly  hy  the  Education 
Department? 

Tm  FIRST  LORD  op  tub  TREA- 
SURY :  Yes,  they  will  have  to  make  the 
best  estimate  they  can  of  their  needs 
unaided  by  the  advice  of  the  association. 
It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  for  me  to  say 
that  we  do  not  propose  to  alter  or  inter- 
fere in  any  way  with  the  management  of 
the  Voluntary  Schools.  That  is  alto- 
gether outside  the  scope  of  oiur  desire. 
We  provide  that  any  school  receiving 
the  grant  shall  have  its  accounts  audited 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Education  De- 
partment, and  we  consider  that  that  pro- 
vision with  regard  to  associations  will 


do  a  great  deal  not  merely  to  support 
the  schools  which  are  necessitous,  but  to 
improve  the  inefficiency  of  those  which 
are  ineificient.  I  think  I  have  now  made 
the  general  scope  of  the  Bill  clear.  Let 
me  say  the  Bill  is  not  a  difficult  Bill  to 
understand.  If  hon.  Gentlemen  will 
allow  it  to  be  read  a  First  time  and 
printed  there  will  be  no  obscurity  sur- 
rounding it.  It  only  remains  that  I 
should  give  the  general  connection  which, 
in  our  view,  subsists  between  this  scheme 
and  the  present  position  of  the  education 
controversy. 

Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  Will 
the  grant  in  aid  take  effect  during  the 
present  financial  year? 

Thb  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  I  doubt  whether  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  get  the  Bill  through  in  time. 

Mb.  DILLON:  A  plmlge  was  given 
that  the  grant  in  aid  should  take  effect 
during  the  present  financial  year,  and 
that  the  Voluntary  Schools  should  lose 
nothing  by  it. 

Thb  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  The  Voluntary  Schools  will  lose 
nothing  by  this  Bill  not  being  passed 
last  year.  On  the  contrary,  they  will 
have  gained  immensely.  If  the  Bill  of 
last  year  had  passed  they  would  have  got 
a  sum  estimated  at  about  £100,000  in 
the  last  quarts  of  this  year,  and  they 
would  have  gone  on  gettii^  money  at 
the  rate  of  £480,000  a  year.  They  now 
get  £618,000  a  year  for  ever — [Oppost- 
tinn  laughter] — or,  if  not  for  ever,  until 
some  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  bos 
the  courage  to  take  the  money  away  from 
them.  ["  Hear,  hear,"  and  a  laugh.] 
There  remain  only  one  or  two  words  for 
me  to  say  as  to  our  view  of  the  relation 
of  this  Bill  to  the  present  position  of  the 
education  controvert  which  has  raged 
with  so  much  warmth,  I  might  almost 
say  bitterness,  during  the  last  year  and 
a-half.  Let  it  be  noted  that  the  Bill 
rests  entu^ly  on  the  substructure  of  the 
Bill  of  1870.  That  Bill  came  from  its 
Parliamentary  ordeal  battered  out  of 
recognition  by  its  original  framers  by  the 
conflicting  forces  of  the  two  sides,  and 
the  result  is  that  we  have  in  England  ab 
this  moment  a  system.of  education  which 
has  indeed  its  merits,  but  which  no 
human  being  pretends  is  symmetrical  or 
logical.  The  Irish  qrstem  is  ai  symme* 
trical  and  logical  one }  so  is  the  Scotch 
The  Scotch  system,  let  me  remind  hon. 
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Gentlemen  opposite,  gives  power  to  the 
education  authority  of  each  parish  to 
teach  any  relipious  symbol  which  it  de- 
sires— [Ojtjtfiuiliun  cries  of  "Oh"] — Tt, 
right  which  is  availed  of  in  nine-tenths 
or  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  paro- 
chial schoofo  in  Scotland.  While  Ire- 
land and  Scotland  have  syatenis  capable 
of  logical  defence,  we  in  England  un- 
doubtetUy  lire  under  a  B3^teni  the  in- 
consistencies of  which  a  child  can  {>oint 
out.  Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than 
the  compromise  which  has  worked  not 
unsatisfactorily  for  these  last  25  years. 
Can  anything,  for  example,  bo  more 
absurd  than  to  have  in  one  (Mirish  where 
there  happens  to  be  a  Voluntary  School 
w^ith  rich  subscribers,  but  where,  it  may 
be,  the  great  mass  of  the  population  are 
Dissenters,  the  children  of  the  latter  com- 
pelled to  go  to  a  school  where  there  is 
religious  teaching  of  which  the  mass  dis- 
approve, and  yet  the  latter  are  prevented 
from  getting  any  funds  out  of  the  rates 
to  build  a  school  of  their  own,  while  in 
the  next  parish  you  may  have  an  equal 
injustice  on  the  other  hand?  ["Hear, 
hearl  "]  You  may  have  a  large  popula- 
tion of  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land too  poor  to  obtain  a  Voluntary 
School  and  with  a  School  Board  school 
thrust  upon  them  where  they  are  abso- 
lutely precluded  from  teaching  the  sym- 
bols of  the  religion  they  profess.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  That  is  absolutely  indaensible. 
["Hear,  heorl"]  I  do  not  know  that 
anyone  tries  to  defend  it,  [**  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  This  is  an  inconsistent  system 
which  has  such  etrange  doctrines  ad- 
vanced as  that  in  the  abstract  it  may  be 
right  and  is  right  to  spend  the  taxpayers' 
money  upon  xmdenominational  educa- 
tion, but  in  the  abstract  it  is  wrong  to 
spend  that  money  upon  denominational 
education.  ["  He.ir,  hearl  "]  These  are 
anomalies  which  no  one  can  d^end.  I 
might  go  on,  but  thsm  are  too  many  of 
these  cases.  There  is  the  case  of  the  un- 
fortunate clei^man  or  priest  in  a  very 
poor  district  of  some  manufacturing 
town  who  is  hardly  able  to  scrape  to- 
gether the  pence  which  enable  him  to 
keep  going  his  Voluntary  School  which 
he  thinks  necessary  for  the  proper  re- 
ligious education  of  his  flock,  and  at  the 
same  time  you  oblige  him  to  pay  a  rate  to 
a  School  Board  of  which  he  disapproves 
— a  rate  amounting  to  comparatively  an 
immense  sum  out  of  the  wretched  income 
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he  enjoys.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  If  that  is 
a  grievance  to  the  Church,  surely  there 
is  the  grievance  also  of  the  NoncoD- 
formlsts  in  cases  where,  because  the 
ground  is  already  occupied  by  a  de- 
nominational school,  it  is  impossible  for 
those  who  do  not  like  the  religious 
teaching  givm  there  to  get  any  assist- 
ance for  any  other  school  out  of  the 
public  funds.  ["Hear,  hear'."]  None 
of  us  can  pretend  that  this  is  a  good 
system  or  one  which  will  bear  argument, 
or  that  it  is  symmetrical  in  design.  But 
it  has  this  one  immense  advantage — it 
does  allow  scope  both  for  a  ^'stem  of  de- 
nominational religious  teaching  on  the 
one  hand  and  teaching  which  is  not  de- 
nominational on  the  other.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  "]  And  it  is  because  the  system 
is  big  enough  and  roomy  enough  for  both 
these  methodB  of  education  that  so  far 
it  has  not  been  found  unworUiy  of  the 
general  favour  of  the  English  public. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  I  am  not  going  to 
argue  as  to  the  necessity  or  advonta^ 
of  denominational  religious  teaching.  I 
hold  and  have  publicly  expressed  very 
strong  personal  views  upon  this  subject, 
and  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  with 
them  again.  But  I  want  the  House  to 
remember  that  it  is  really  folly  to  sup- 
pose that  if  the  denominational  schools 
are  starved  out  of  existence  the  people 
of  this  coimtry  will  evar  consent  to 
acquiesce  in  the  undenominational  teach- 
ing they  tolerate  in  the  Board  Schools — 
["  hear,  hear  "] — as  long  as  a  denomina- 
tional system  stands  side  by  side  with  it. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  If  anyone  chooses  to 
say  that  matters  in  which  Christians  are 
agreed  are  infinitely  more  important  than 
those  in  which  Christians  differ — if  ther 
say  "  You  ought  to  be  able  to  found  a 
system  of  doctrine  common  to  all  re- 
ligious denominations  " — I  point  to  the 
historic  fact  that  all  through  time  and 
by  the  necessities  of  human  nature  you 
can  only  get  religious  education  of  adults 
or  children  taught  by  a  religious  organi- 
sation, and  that  all  religious  oi^anisa- 
tions  have  been  associated  with  a  definite 
doctrinal  basis.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Thae 
is  no  use  arguing  against  facts  like  these. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  I  am  convinced 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  educa- 
tional peace  in  this  country  if 
at  any  moment  the  Board  Schoc^ 
system  were  to  succeed  in  squeezing  out 
the  voluataiy  ^trai.     But  there  is  a 
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real  dnnger  that  this  may  take  place.  | 
I  am  not  groinpr  through  the  well-worn  ; 
history  of  the  ltd.  rate.  Everyone  who  I 
has  any  tincture  of  the  knowledge  of 
thia  subject  is  aware  that  no  one  can  be 
expected  to  see  the  great  cost  and  the 
extravagance  of  education  as  conducted 
by  the  School  Board.  [Cheers  and  cries 
of  No  \  "]  1  make  no  general  charge. 
I  say  that  the  great  cost  and  occasionaUy 
great  extravagance — [cheers  and  cries  of 
"  No  I  "] — weU,  I  do  not  wish;  to  be 
controversial,  and  therefore  I  will  say 
simply  the  great  cost  of  School  Board 
education,  which  is  all  that  is  necessary 
for  my  argument.  The  result  of  that 
has  been  to  throw  an  ever  increasing 
strain  upon  the  not  illimitable  reBources 
of  the  Voluntary  Schools.  That  is  a 
familiar  story  known  by  everyone.  It 
is  not  merely  in  the  interests  of  those 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  who  are  attached  as  I  wn  to 
a  system  of  denominational  religious 
teaching,  but  in  the  interest  of  those 
who  are  attached  to  the  undenomina- 
tional system,  that  I  say  that  bbth  Parties 
should  try  to  make  this  Bill  a  workable 
success.  [Cheers.'l  1  have  seen  symp- 
toms in  more  than  one  Party  of  desire 
to  use  the  present  crisis  in  education  for 
the  purpose  of  upsetting  the  Act  of  1870 
and  to  build  a  new  educational  building 
upon  new  foundations.  Some  bon. 
Friends  of  mine  upon  this  side  of  the 
House  wish,  that  there  should  be  a  gen- 
eral system  introduced  which  should  place 
denominational  teaching  upon  a  very 
different  basis  from  that  on  which  it  now 
rests.  With  every  sympathy  for  their 
aims  I  may  say  that,  iu  my  judgment, 
they  are  unwise  for  two  reasons — in  the 
first  place,  because  I  do  not  think  the 
public  opinion  of  this  country  is  ripe,  or 
will  be  ripe  for  many  years,  if  ever, 
for  the  sort  of  change  which  they  desire. 
[''  Hear,  hear ! "]  At  all  events,  it  is  not 
ripe  at  the  present  time.  ["Hear,  hear  1"] 
A  Government  which  should  attempt  to 
pass  such  a  gigantic  measure  would  not ' 
luve  at  its  command  a  sufficient  force 
to  cany  it  through.  [Cheers.]  There 
are  some  of  those  friendly  critics  who 
say,  "  You  have  an  enormous  majority  at 
your  back.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that 
with  such  a  majority  you  cannot  carry 
any  Bill  you  desire  to  pass?"  Friendly 
critics  who  make  that  observation  are  at 
liberty  to  deal  as  they  please  with 


Government  proposals,  but  the  liberty 
they  ask  for  themselves  is  one  which  they 
can  scarcely  refuse  to  others.  Hear, 
hear '.  "J  \Yhile  I  do  not  doubt  that  they 
will  be  found  zealous  supporters  of  the 
Government  policy  if  it  squared  with  their 
own  views,  they  can  hardly  seek  to 
impose  a  discipline  upon  others  of  our 
followers  which  these  Gentlemen  them- 
selves are  the  last  to  accept  in  their  own 
case.  [Cheers.]  I  have  a  second  objec- 
tion to  this  attempt  to  repeal  the  whole 
scheme  of  our  voluntary  education,  and 
:  it  is  this — no  human  being  can  tell  what 
would  be  the  issue  of  such  an  attempt. 
[Cheers.]  I  do  not  mean  the  issue  to  the 
Government — for  that  is  a  small  matter 
— nor  to  the  Party,  for  they  exist  for 
the  community — but  my  belief  is  that  it 
is  impossible  for  any  man  to  foresee 
what  system  of  education  would  issue 
from  a  general  controversy  in  which  the 
whole  subject  of  the  Act  of  1870  would 
be  thrown  into  the  meltii^  pot.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  Until  I  can  see  my  way  more 
clearly  I  shall  regard  such  a  policy  with 
some  mistrust.  If  those  who  wish,  in  the 
interests  of  denominational  education,  to 
upset  the  Act  of  1870 — or  those  who  wish 
to  keep  intact  that  Act  of  1870,  see  with 
pleasing  the  gradual  operation  of  those 
laws  which  at  the  present  moment  are 
starving  out  of  existence  Voluntary 
Schools — their  error  from  their  own  point 
of  view,  it  se^ns  to  me,  is  profound.  If 
their  wish  could  be  fulfilled  and  it  were 
even  possible  for  Voluntary  Schools  to 
maintain  the  struggle  for  a  long  period, 
and  we  were  to  introduce  the  system  of 
midenominational  schools,  then  the  whole 
educational  compromise  under  the  Act 
of  1870  would  come  to  an  end.  A  new 
state  of  things  would  be  brought  into 
existence,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for 
this  or  any  other. Government  to  allay 
the  educational  storm  which  would  sweep 
the  country  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
[Cheers.]  It  may  be  said  that  the  Bill 
is  an  attempt  to  patch  up  a  rotten  sys- 
I  tern — ^the  system  of  1870.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  building  was  never  well 
planned  or  symmetrical,  and  that  it  never 
satisfied  the  taste  of  its  legislative  archi- 
tects. All  that  is  true — [cheers] — but  I 
confess  that  it  is  no  reproach  to  a  prac- 
tical statesman  to  say  that  he  endeavoiu^ 
to  make  the  best  of  the  building  in  which 
he  lives.  ["  Hear  hear  I "]  If  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  will  take  full  advant^  of 
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the  present  Bill,  which  I  hope  will  pass, 
I  believe  that  they  will  be  placed  in  a 
position  of  security  that  they  have  not 
previously  occupied.  ["  Hear,  hear  1  "] 
But  I  admit  that  I  may  be  wrong,  and  if 
the  Voluntary  Schools  will  not  make  the 
best  of  the  opportunity  now  offered  to 
them,  in  that  case  our  Bill  will  fail — in 
that  case  the  subject  will  again  come  up 
for  discussion  and  treatment  in  this 
House.  If  the  signs  of  the  times  which 
meet  one  in  every  country  in  Europe  are 
of  any  significance  as  to  the  future  of 
this  country,  then  I  say  we  shall  be  in 
that  case  involved  in  religious  discus- 
sions which  certainly  will  not  add  to  the 
charity  of  our  public  life  or  to  the  ease 
of  the  L^slatiu-e.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  As 
I  have  intimated,  it  is  beyond  the  power 
of  prophecy  to  say  what  will  happen  if 
everything  has  to  be  refashioned  from 
the  beginning,  and  if  fm  attempt  is  made 
to  meet  the  views  both  of  those  who  like 
the  present  School  Board  system  and 
those  who  like  the  denominational  sys- 
tem. In  any  case,  even  if  the  Bill  does 
fail,  I,  for  my  part,  shall  feel  that  the 
Government  will  have  done  well  to  in- 
troduce it  and  try  to  pass  it — as  pass  it 
1  hope  we  shall.  [C/irfrtt.]  We  shall 
have  done  well,  becaose  it  is  our  duty 
to  make  the  best  of  what  we  have  got. 
We  have  done  well,  because  it  is  our  duty 
to  att^pt,  at  all  events,  without  unne- 
cessaiy  controversy,  to  settle  a  great  con- 
troversial question.  I  shall  not  r^et  it, 
because,  after  all,  the  man  who  prefers, 
even  for  a  few  years,  to  live  out  the  bit- 
terness of  religious  disputation  and 
settles,  even  for  a  few  years,  a  subject  by 
which  the  passions  of  men  are  so  easily 
moved,  may  at  least  accomplish  some 
good  by  doing  his  best  to  settle  and  set 
at  rest  this  burning  question.  The  effort, 
I  say,  deserves  well,  not  merely  of  those 
who  support  us  in  the  country,  but  of 
our  bitterest  opponents  who  profess  to 
maintain  the  present  School  Board  sys- 
tem, and  who,  if  they  believe  me,  will 
only  be  rushing  to  its  destruction  if  they 
do  anything  to  hasten  the  decay  of  the 
voluntary  system,  which  is  part  of  the 
great  settlement  of  1870.  ["Hear, 
hear !  "]  If  there  be  any  obscurity  in  my 
exposition,  and  obscurity  I  doubt  not 
there  has  been,  it  will,  I  am  sure,  be 
remedied  by  the  first  glance  at  the  very 
short  Measure  I  have  to  introduce,  and  I 
would  earnestly  deprecat«  any  elaborate 

First  Lard  of  the  Treantrff. 


discussion  upon  the  provisions  of  a  Mea- 
sure which  hoD.  Members  have  not  seen, 
and  which  c-annot,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
be  seen  until  the  Bill  is  rend  a  first  time. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  limit 
the  discussion  which  the  House  may 
desire  to  have  on  the  Measure,  but  I  ven- 
ture to  think  that  that  discussion  would 
be  much  better  taken  at  a  later  period 
than  on  the  motion  that  the  Committee 
do  now  assent  to  this  resolution,  which  I 
now  beg  to  move :  — ■ 

"Tliat  it  is  expedient  (a)  to  authorise  the 
payment  out  of  moneys  to  beprovided  by  I^- 
liainent  of  an  aid  grant  to  Volnntary  Schools 
not  exceeding  5s.  per  scholar  for  the  whole 
number  of  scholars  in  those  schools ;  (fr)  to  re- 
peal, as  regards  Day  Schools,  so  much  of  Sec- 
tion 19  of  uie  Klementary  Edacation  Act.  1876. 
as  imposes  a  liaiit  on  the  ParliantaituTgnnt 
to  Elementary  Schools  in  England  and  Wales ; 
and  (f)  to  tnake  wovisbn  vx  the  esonptioit 
from  rates  of  Vofimtaiy  Schools."  [CAeerw.] 

Mr.  a.  H.  dyke  ACLAND  (York, 
W.R.,  Rotherham)  said  there  were  some 
things  which,  in  view  of  the  speech  they 
had  just  heard,  and  in  view  of  the 
method  by  which  they  were  about  to  en- 
gage in  discussing  what  had  been  laid  be- 
fore them,  should  be  said  at  once.  Now, 
the  method  in  which  the  matter  had  been 
brought  before  them  was  somewhat  re- 
mar^ble.  They  were  undo*  the  impres- 
sion last  year  that  a  certain  portion  of 
the  surplus  of  1896  must  be  ass^ed 
very  early  in  the  present  Session — before 
March  31 — and  that  was  why  the  House 
of  Commons  was  being  called  together  so 
early.  [Cheers.]  They  were  under  the  im- 
pression that  haste  was  so  great  that  this 
matter  of  including  Voluntary  Schools 
and  excluding  Board  Schools  must  be  ap- 
proved before  March  31.  But  now,  for  the 
first  time,  they  discovered  that  the  Bill 
need  not  be  through  by  March  31.  That 
affected  t^e  whole  position  which  the 
House  ought  to  take  up  towaida  the 
question.  What  was  the  question  before 
them,  and  what  was  the  4th  clause  of 
last  year's  Bill  t  It  proposed  to  give  part 
of  last  year's  money  to  Voluntary  Schools 
and  part  to  Board  Schools.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  Some  of  the  Volimtaiy  Schools, 
as  was  indicated  in  the  Quel's  Speech, 
of  last  year,  vrere  in  a  precarious  posi- 
tion, and  in  view  of  the  increasing  de- 
mands upon  them  it  had  been  admitted 
that  hon.  MembOTB  on  the  Oppoaition. 
side  of  the  House  were  not  hostile  to  » 
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certain  amount  of  increased  grant  from 
Parliament,  under  reasonable  conditions, 
to  neceesitoua  Kchools,  whether  Volun- 
tary or  Board  SchooU.  Then  thero  were, 
on  the  other  hand,  ratepayers'  schools — 
the  Board  Schools.  What  was  the 
j^esis  of  those  schools?  Some  Gentle- 
men spoke  of  them  aa  if  they  were  the 
product  of  the  fonc^  of  certain  groups 
of  individuals.  Th^  were  the  schools 
erected  by  the  community  in  those 
poorer  parts  of  the  country  parishes  and 
in  those  poorer  parts  of  towns  where  no 
rich  people  resided.  They  represented  the 
effort  of  the  commxinity  to  supply  educa- 
tion where  voluntary  effort  could  not 
eupply  it,  and  to  make  up,  during  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century,  the  terrible 
arretu-8  of  education  in  the  country. 
What  was  the  policy  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  with  all  the  Session  before 
him?  Had  not  the  Govomment  en- 
couraged expectations  ^th  regard  to  the 
poor  Board  Schools  1  They  had  done  so, 
and  he  hoped 'to  show  that  those  expec- 
tations hod  been  greatly  increased  by 
them  ever  since  last  Session.  But  what 
was  the  attitude  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  taken  up?  He  said  that 
there  was  this  year  a  considerable  sur- 
plus, and  that  he  was  dealing  with 
money  he  had  now  in  hand.  But  were 
they  to  be  blindfolded  in  this  matter? 
The  House  was,  it  appeared,  to  pass  the 
Bill  for  the  Voluntary  Schools,  but  it  was 
to  be  left  absolutely  in  the  dark  as  to 
what  portion  of  money  waa  going  to  be 
assigned  to  the  Board  .  Schools,  or  what 
were  called  necessitous  Board  Schools. 
He  should  have  thought  that  to  introduce 
two  separate  Education  Bills  would  be 
calculated  to  create  more  friction  and 
waste  more  time  than  to  introduce  one 
Bill  dealing  with  the  whole  question. 
[Chefrx.'\  But  the  Government  reserved 
to  themselves  the  opportunity  of  having 
no  Bill  for  the  Board  Schools  at  all,  not- 
withstanding the  general  understanding. 
["Hear,  hear  I"]  The  result  of  that 
would  be  that  the  Board  Schools  to 
which  the  Government  pledged  them- 
selves by  last  year's  Bill  to  ^ve  some- 
thing out  of  laat  year's  surplus  would, 
perhaps,  get  nothing  even  out  of  this 
year's  surplus.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  What 
he  wanted  to  show  to  the  House  was 
what  the  positon  of  the  Government  had 


been  with  reference  to  the  ratepayers 
and  their  schools  during  the  past  18 
months- -what  proniiHCS  they  liad  made 
and  undertakings  they  had  entered  into 
which,  on  this  occasion,  at  any  rate,  they 
were  nbsolutely  going  to  disappoint. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  ]  ■  He  had  observed  that 
when  his  hon.  and  learned  Friaida  were 
conducting  a  breach,  of  pro!nise  case  tbey 
made  a  great  many  quotations  from  let- 
ters and  documents  concerned.  The  pre- 
sent case  was  remarkably  analogous  to  a 
breach  of  promise  case,  and,  therefore, 
he  proposed  to  read  a  few  extracts  from 
documents.  ["  Hear,  hear,"  and  laugh- 
tet\]  After  the  few  months  available  for 
consideration  diuing  the  autumn  follow- 
ing the  General  Election,  hord  Salisbury 
spoke  one  day  and  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  the  nt^t  day  on  this  sub- 
ject. That  was  in  November,  1895. 
Lord  Salisbuiy  met  a  great  gathering  of 
Conservative  Associations  and  spoke  to 
them  in  the  following  manner :  — 

"  I  wish  to  point  out  to  you  that  there  are 
two  educational  problems.  One  is  to  enable 
those  who  are  educating  the  people  of  this 
counby  to  educate  them  according  to  the  reli- 

S'oua  belief  of  their  parents.   I  believe  that  to 
I  sn  essential  object,  and  one  of  which  we 
ought  never  to  lose  sight." 

That  policy  was  embodied  in  Clause  27 
of  last  year's  Bill ;  but  that  clause  was 
no  longer  before  the  House,  although, 
with  reference  to  it,  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Greenwich  said  that  it  was 
the  only  part  of  last  year's  Bill  which 
aroused  anything  like  enthusiasm  among 
the  friends  of  religious  education.  Lord 
Salisbuiy  continued  his  speech  thus: — 

"  The  other  question  is  this — How  are  we  to 

diminish  the  tremendous  burden — and  the  in- 
creasing  burden — which  the  education  rate  is 
laying  oi>on  many  communities  in  this 
countiy?" 

The  present  proposals  did  nothing 
directly,  and  very  little  indirectly,  to 
diminish  these  tremendous  burdens. 
[Cheers.]  The  day  after  Lord  Salisbury 
made  this  speech,  the  Archbishops  and 
Bishops,  as  a  deputation  from  the 
Church,  went  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
as  the  First  Education  Minister  of  this 
country.  He  called  him  "  the  first  Edu- 
cation Minister"  because  at  present  there 
were  three  Education  Ministers.  [Cheert 
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and  laughttr^  In  replying  to  the  depu- 
tation, the  Duke  of  Devonshire  said: — 

"  Probably  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  of  you 
that  an  additioQ  of  Ss.  -would  not  be  an  ade- 
quat«  or  suffident  sum.  But  you  must  remem- 
ber tbat  a  grant  of  be.  all  round  "—{cheert\ — 
"  would  amount  to  a  millioq  of  roon^.  Wliat, 
I  presutne,  is  intended  by  tbia  demand,  is  a 
fixed  grant  all  round.  I  do  not  conceive  that 
it  ia  proposed  hy  any  legislation  to  depart 
from  the  principle  of  statutory  equality  a& 
regards  State  aid  to  Voluntary  and  Board 
Schools."    [Loud  Opposition  chffrg.] 

Thb  first  lord  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :   There  is  no  statutory  equality. 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  Is  there  none  now  I 
[Cheers.]  I  am  sorry  that  the  new 
Education  Minister  has  not  followed  the 
methods  on  which  the  Parliamentary 
grants  are  made.  [Ofieerg.] 

Tub  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  I  am  sorry  that  the  old  Educa- 
tion Minister  has  not  followed  Section  97 
of  the  Act  of  1S70. 

Mr.  ACLAND  said  that  of  course  he 
was  not  alluding  to  certain  small  grants 
to  schools  in  poor  districts.  He  was 
alluding  to  the  £7,000,000  which  were 
voted  every  year  in  the  Estimates  under 
Class  4.  [Cheers.]  That  was  what  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  was  alluding  to,  and 
that  money  was  allotted  on  principles 
of  statutory  equality  between  Board  and 
Voluntary  Schools.  [Cheers.]  That  was 
the  principle  on  which  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  evidently  conceived  that  the 
whole  of  this  matter  ought  to  be  treated ; 
but  when  the  Bill  of  last  year  was 
broi^ht  in,  it  was  found  not  to  observe 
that  principle,  though  it  was  more 
generous  in  admitting  the  principle  of 
relief  and  help  to  Board  Schools  than 
the  present  proposals,  which  had  no  time 
limitation  whatever.  The  provisions  of 
last  year's  Bill  admitted  two  broad  prin- 
ciples, which  lay  quite  outside  the  pre- 
sent proposals.  They  admitted  Board 
Schools  to  a  share  of  the  Parliamentary 
grant,  and  they  admitted  the  principle 
of  representative  control.  [Chtert.] 
Shortly  after  the  introduction  of  that 
Bill,  one  of  the  staunchest  supporters  of 
the  Unionist  Government,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Edgbaston  Division  of  Bir- 
mingham, said:  — 

"The  grant  should  be  a  grant  alt  round, 
and  if  a  clause  not  giving  a  erant  all  round 
remained  in  the  Bill  when  it  became  law,  he 
ahould  vote  against  the  Third  reading." 

Mr.  A,  11,  Dyke  Acland. 


The  hon.  Member  should  find  it  easy  to 
vote  against  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
present  proposals,  which  did  nothing  at 
all  for  BoanJ  Schools.  ["  Hear,  hear ! "  j 
The  fourth  clause  of  last  year's  Bill  gave 
only  £50,000  to  Board  Schools ;  but  it 
was  hoped  that  the  question  would  'he 
fully  debated,  and  that  it  could  be  shown 
that,  even  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Government,  it  was  not  a  reasonable  way 
of  treating  necessitous  .Board  Schools. 
This  hope  was  encouraged  by  a  letter 
which  the  Colonial  Secretary  wrote  to 
Mr.  Ansell,  a  member  of  the  BirmiDgfaam 
School  Board,  who  objected  to  the 
differentiation  between  Board  and  Volun- 
taiy  Schools  in  the  special  aid  grant 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said :  ~ 

"I  feel  tliat  there  is,  prima  farie,  mud)  to 
be  said  on  the  matter,  and  I  have  co  dmibt 
that  tbeae  qnestions  will  receive  the  fullest 
conndeiation  in  the  Conunittee  on  the  BilL'* 

[Ironical  eheers.]  The  Government  had 
taken  very  good  care  that  questions  of 
that  kind  should  not,  as  far  as  they 
could  help  it,  receive  any  consideratioo 
at  all.  [CA«er<.] 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY: The  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite 
mistaken.  He  seems  to  think  that  1 
have  adopted  a  Parliamentary  procedure 
to  assist  an  attempt  to  exclude  something 
from  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 
All  I  have  done  has  been  done  because 
I  could  do  nothii^  else  under  the  roles 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  ACLAND  said  that  his  contention 
was  that  if  the  Resolution  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  had  contained  a  pro- 
posal to  give  a  certain  amount  of  money 
to  certain  poor  schools,  there  would  have 
been  no  objection  on  this  ground  what- 
ever. Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  have  been  "fettered  and 
bound."  [Cheers.]  Then  the  Opposi- 
tion would  not  have  been  "  fettered  and 
bound."  [Cheers.]  If  the  word  "ele- 
mentary "  had  been  substituted  for  the 
word  "  voluntaiy  "  in  the  Resolution,  the 
Committee  would  have  had  the  discns- 
sion  which  they  ought  to  have,  and  vhiclt 
they  would  have  had  last  year  if  Clause  4 
had  been  reached.  Whai  last  year'i 
Bill  was  being  discussed  a  very  remark- 
able speech  was  made  by  a  former  Edu- 
cation Minister,  the  r^ht  hon.  Member 
for  Dartford.  With  reference  to  Clause  4, 
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which,  proposed  .to  give  onfy  £60,000  to 
Board  Schools  and  nearly  £500,000  to 
Yoluntairy  Schools — 

"  be  thought  some  change  would  hare  to  be 
made  with  regard  to  this  grant  and  its  distri- 
bution. If  this  was  to  be  a  fair  and  just  Bill 
it  must  not  help  the  Yolunt&iy  Schools  and 

Eretend,  np  to  a  certain  point,  to  assiBt  the 
ioard  Schools,  and  then  secnre  the  one  and 
leave  the  Board  Schools  out  in  the  cold." 

[Cheers.^  That  would  be  a  good  motto 
for  the  present  procedxire.  The  Govern- 
ment were  determined,  whatever  else 
happened,  to  secure  the  Voluntary 
Schools,  and  then,  if  time  permitted — 
\laughter1 — they  would  see  whether  or 
not  they  would  leave  the  Board  Schools 
out  in  the  cold.  \Cheer»,'\  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Dartford  added,  in  the 
same  speech — 

"  Unless  this  was  a  fair  and  just,  it  could 
not  be  a  lasting,  settlement,  bnt  would  lead  to 
future  controTeruM  and  Btmggles  in  the 
House." 

[Cheers.^  So  much  for  the  expectations 
created  at  the  time  last  year's  Bill  was 
withdrawn. 

Thb  first  lord  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  I  distinctly  stated  in  July  that 
this  Bill  would  be  restricted  to  Volun- 
tary Schools. 

Mr.  ACLAND  said  that  he  would  not 
deny  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  BO,  but  at  that  time  Clause  4  was  so 
fully  in  the  mind  of  everyone  that  there 
was  no  thought  of  nothing  being  given 
to  the  Board  Schools  in  the  present 
Measure.  During  the  Recess  there  were 
Bomo  remarkable  utterances  which  en- 
couraged the  belief  that  the  position  of 
the  Board  Schools,  and  of  the  ratepayers 
who  supported  them,  was  likely  to  be 
much  better  in  the  new  Bill  than  in  that 
of  last  year.  He  would  now  quote  from 
the  second  Education  Minister.  {Cheers 
and  laughta:']  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Vice  President  of  the  Council, 
writing  in  The  North  Ameriean  Review 
in  October  1896,  said:  — 

"Li  the  countiy  the  Voluntaiy  Schools  are 
better  than  the  Board  Schools.  There  is 
no  competition  and  no  necessity  for  levelling 
up  as  in  the  towns.  The  Voluntary  Schools 
€«n  hold  their  own  without  further  pecuniary 
Hupport"  [Chfers.l  "The  fates  Jeyied  in 
School  Board  districts  are  a  greater  burden 
npoa  the  people  than  Uie  Bubschptiona  in 
patisbea  which  have  Voluntaiy  Bdiools." 
\Chart.'\    "It  is  ratiur,  indeed,  the  Board 

VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  sbries.] 


Schools  which  require  financial  assistance  to 
enable  the  instmctaon  given  in  them  to  be 
levelled  up  to  the  same  efficiency  as  that 
givm  by  thdr  rivals." 

After  such  a  statement  from  the  Vice 
President,  what  was  the  Government 
doing  1  Were  they  aware  that  out  of 
2,600  Boards  in  tiiis  country  no  less  than 
1,760  were  in  districts  with  less  than 
3,000  inhabitants  1  And  for  these  School 
Boards,  which  needed  levelling  up  rather 
than  leaving  out  in  the  cold,  the 
Government  were,  for  the  present, 
going  to  do  absolutely  nothing.  \Ch€ers.\ 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wrote  an 
article  in  the  November  issue  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century^  in  which  he  said 
that  in  rural  districts  where  the  Board 
School  system  was  not  spreading  there 
were  many  parishes  in  which  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  were  in  no  danger  of  extinc- 
tion, and  he  added : — 

"In  any  grant  made  by  the  Exchequer  to 
country  schools  it  would  be  difficult  to  defend 
upon  any  principle  of  justice  its  restriction  to 
those  under  Voluntary  management" 

[CAefry.]  Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House  wonder  after 
that  that  the  country  had  expected  that 
something  was  going  to  be  done  for 
countiy  Board  Schools  1  [(7Aeer«.]  The 
Vice-President  of  the  Council  then  went 
on:  — 

"Two  parishes  may  exist  side  by  Side,  in 
which  thore  is  equal  need  <rf  adctitional  funds 
to  make  the  vulage  school  ^cient.  The 
palish  which  is  under  School  Board  manage- 
ment iq  probably  the  poorer  of  the  two,  lack- 
ing the  wealthier  residents  whose  subscriptions 
help  to  keep  up  the  Voluntary  School.  It  baa 
greater  huidens,  for  it  has  to  pay  for  elections 
and  management  as  well  as  for  schools.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  give  a  grant  from  the 
Exchequer  to  tiie  richer  puish  and  leave  the 
poorer  out  in  the  cold.' 

[C/ieer«.]  But  what  the  head  of  the 
Education  Department  in  this  House  first 
said  woidd  be  difficidt  and  then  said 
would  be  impossible  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  found  himself  able  to  do  that 
day.  [Cheers.']  On  another  occasion, 
speaking  to  the  metropolitan  division  of 
the  National  Union  of  Conservative  and 
Constitutional  Associations,  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  made 
the  same  remark  about  the  two  countiy 
parishes  side  by  side,  one  with  a  School 
Board  imd  the  other  without  a  School 
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Board,  and  pointed  out  that  the  one 
without  the  School  Board  would  get  a 
gubstantial  grant,  while  the  other,  al- 
though the  poorer  pariah,  would  get 
nothing.  Thea  the  right  hon.  GenUe- 
man  went  on  to  deal  with  the  towns. 
'Be  said: — 

"  In  the  towmi  then  woidd  be  Uiu  difficnlty 
—that  a  tovn  which  bore  TCrr  little  barden 
now,  becanee  most  of  the  children  were  eda< 
cated  ia  Volnntary  Schools,  would  get  a  very 
large  grant  from  the  Ooverament,  wbereas  a 
neighMuring  town  wliich  bad  a  large  nomber 
of  children  in  the  Board  Scbooli  and  had  only 
a  few  Volontary  ScbooU,  wonld  get  very  Klitie 
indeed  out  irf  tiie  Qoronment ;  and  wben  tbe 
different  towni  in  the  Ungdom  came  to  exa< 
mine  bow  much  they  would  get  out  of  a  grant 
of  that  kind,  strong  repreeentationa  wonld 
come  from  many  quarters  that  tbey  wen  mot 
being  treated  with  jostic&" 

[Ckeerg.]  After  reading  such  speechea- 
the  friends  of  the  Board  Schools  believed 
they  had  the  voice  of  the  Government 
encoiuraging  them  to  hope  that  the  case 
of  the  Boud  Schools,  instead  of  getting 
weaker,  was  getting  stronger  and 
stronger ;  bat  now  they  found  that  they 
were  on  that  point  entirely  mistaken. 
["  Hear,  hear  1  "J  There  was  a  remark- 
able gathering  held  at  the  Church  House, 
Dean's  Yard,  in  November,  to  consider 
the  education  question.  What  that 
meeting  recommended  was  an  equal  grant 
from  the  Parliamentary  funds  to  all 
schools  alike — Voluntary  and  Board — of 
6s.  per  child,  and  they  added,  as  an 
essential  and  vital  part  of  their  scheme, 
a  rate-aid  grant  for  children  in  Volun- 
tary Schools  within  Board  School  dis- 
tricts. The  Church  Conference  might 
fairiy  say  thai  it  rate-aid  in  Board  School 
districts  was  withdrawn  their  whole 
scheme  fell  to  the  ground.  He  there- 
fore did  not  want  to  draw  any  unjust 
conclusions  from  the  recommendations  of 
that  meeting ;  but  he  would  point  out 
that  there  were  4|  millions  of  children 
approximately  in  average  attendance  in 
all  schools.  Of  those,  approximately, 
two  milions  were  in  Board  Schools  and 
2^  millions  approximately  in  Voluntary 
Schools.  Voluntary  Schools  m%ht  be 
divided  roughly  into  halves — one-half  in 
Board  School  districts  where  there  was 
a  Board  School  rate,  and  the  other  half 
in  non-Board  School  districts  where  there 
was  no  such  rate.  If  the  Church  Confer- 
ence could  have  obtained  from  the 
Government  a  gnmt  either  from  the  rates 
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or  from  the  State,  which  would  be  a 
grant  to  the  extra  necessitons  in  the 
Board  School  districts,  then  on  that 
assumption  the  Church  Conference  were 
willing  to  treat  all  their  children  in  non- 
Board  School  districts  on  an  equality 
with  Board  School  children,  and  give 
them  an  equal  grant  from  the  Imperial 
fund.  It  seemed  to  him  that  that  tended 
to  show  that  the  Church  Conference,  if 
their  own  case  had  been  met,  were  wilt 
ing  to  take  a  more  generous  view  of 
grants  of  Imperial  aid,  whether  to  Board 
or  to  Voluntary  Schools,  than  the 
Government  themselvee  took.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "J  But  without  incasing  that  point 
too  far,  he  would  come  to  the  methods 
of  giving  and  distributing  the  money  as 
proposed  by  the  Government.  The  pro- 
position this  year  was  that  £620,000  was 
to  be  given  to  the  Voluntary  Schools,  or 
£125,000  more  than  last  year;  whereas, 
in  the  case  of  the  Board  Schools,  instead 
of  an  increase,  there  was  nil — a  reduc- 
tion of  £60,000.  That  meant  that  when 
they  took  the  equivalmt  grant  for  Ire- 
land and  Scotland — 

Tbb  chancellor  or  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sm  MicHAKL  Hicks  Bbach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  This  is  not  a  case  for  an 
equivalent  grant  at  alL 

Mb.  ACLAND  :  Sorely  there  will  be  an 
equivalent  grant,  for  some  purpose  or 
another,  to  Ireland  and  Scotland  ? 

Ths  CHANCELLOR  of  -mm  EX- 
CHEQUER :  The  question  of  education 
has  not  been  treated  in  the  my  of  equi- 
valent grants  at  alL    Ireland  has  more 

than  her  equivalent  grant. 

Mb.  ACLAND  :  Then  do  I  understaml 
that  L^land  is  to  receive  no  equivalent 
at  all  for  this  gift  of  over  half-a-million 
to  a  certain  portion  of  the  English  com- 
munityt  Do  I  understand  also  that  Scot- 
land, which  has  been  so  long  in  the  van 
of  education,  will  receive  no  equivalent  I 
[Cheert.] 

Thh  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
misunderstands  me.  Of  course  the  ques- 
tion of  primaiy  education  both  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland  will  have  to  be  coiuidered. 
What  I  meant  by  saying  that  there  would 
be  no  equivalent  grant  to  Ireland  or 
Scotland  is  that  this  question  is  not  to 
be  treated  as  contributions  have  been 
treated  in  rdief  of  local  ttoation. 
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Mr.  ACLAND  admitted  that  what  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  said  had 
somewhat  changed  his  position  on  that 
point.    What  he  had  meant  to  say  was 
tiiat  if  Ireland  and  Scotland  were  given 
equiTalent  grants  the  smn  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  pay  out  for  the  purposes 
of  education  or  for  similar  purposes  to 
the  three  countries  would  have  consid^ 
ably  exceeded  three-quarters  of  a  million. 
However,  £620,000  was  about  to  be 
voted  in  aid  of  Voluntary  Schools,  and 
that  was  enough  for  his  purpose.  He 
should  like  to  know  in  what  way  was  the 
contribution  to  be  made  in  this  country. 
Two-thirds  of  the  population  of  this 
country  who  were  in  School  Board  dis- 
tricts paid  rates  for  School  Boards ;  and 
the  other  third,  who  were  mostly  in 
country  districts,  did  not  pay  School 
Board  rates.    But  what  did  Uie  Govern- 
ment propose  to  dot   They  were  going 
to  take  two-thirds  of  the  money  from 
districts  largely  urban,  where  School 
Board  rates  were  paid,  and  to  hand  over 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  it  to  dis- 
tricts lai^ely  rural  where  no  School  Board 
rates  were  paid  at  all.     So  far  as  that 
was  the  case,  it  was  the  poUcy  of  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act  of  last  year. 
[Cheers.']    He  agreed  with  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  that  in  a  complicated 
znatter  of  this  kind  it  was  hardly  advis- 
able at  present  to  att«npt  an  analysis 
of  the  particular  method  of  distribution. 
But  he  thought  he  might  assume  that 
Lancashire  was  not  going  to  suffer  under 
the  Bill  of  this  year  as  compared  with  the 
Bill  of  last  year,  and  also  that  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  of  Lancashire  would  get  on 
an  average  not  much  less  than  5s.  per 
child.    Then,  assuming  that  in  the  case 
of  Lancashire  ther-e  would  be  a  5s.  grant 
all  roimd  and  in  the  case  of  London  a 
58.  grant  all  round,  what  woulil  be  the 
position  of  the  taxpayer  in  London  as 
compared  with  the  taxpayer  in  Lan- 
cashire t   Lancashire  would  get  on  that 
basis  about  £114,000,  while  London, 
which  had  almost  exactly  the  same  num- 
ber of  children  all  told,  Voluntary  and 
Board,  in  average  attendance,  would  on 
the  same  basis  only  get  about  £44,000, 
or  £70,000  a  year  less  than  Lancashire. 
\CheeT8.]     He  commended  that  to  the 
attention   of    the   London  Members. 
\Ckeert.]   The  London  ratepayer,  who 
paid  a  rate  twice  as  high  as  did  the  Lan- 
cashire ratepayer,  instead  of  getting  twice 


as  much  money  was  going  to  get  £70,000 
a  year  less.  He  wished  to  plead  the  case 
of  Manchester  before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  [Ironical  cheers^  He  would 
contrast  Manchester  with  some  other 
towns  which  had  not  such  poor  districts 
as  Manchester,  and  where  the  communis 
had  not  been  obliged,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide eduoation  for  its  children,  to  build 
schools  at  a  larger  expense  to  the  rate- 
payers. He  would  take  the  case  of  three 
Lancashire  boroughs  which  got  about  the 
same  number  of  Volimtary  School  chil- 
dren as  Manchester — Bury,  Preston,  and 
St.  Helens.  He  found  that  they  had 
something  like  40,000  children  in  Volun- 
tary Schools,  while  so  had  Manchester. 
If  Manchester  had  no  other  children  to 
look  after,  then  Manchester  would  be  on 
an  equality  with  Bury,  Preston,  and  St. 
Helens ;  but  then  there  was  the  case  of 
all  the  remaining  Manchester  children, 
to  the  number  of  33,000,  who  wa-e  in 
Board  Schools  and  who  were  not  getting 
a  penny  out  of  this  Bill,  The  Manches- 
ter ratepayer  paid  certainly  a  sixpenny 
rate,  if  he  were  not  mistaken,  and  a  very 
considerable  amount — he  thought  178.  or 
ISs.  per  child — to  the  Board  Schools. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed 
to  do  nothing  whatever  towards  all  these 
Board  School  children  in  Manchester, 
although  there  were  33,000  more  of  them 
to  deal  with  than  in  those  three  boroughs 
which  were  going  to  get  Ss.  for  every  one 
of  their  children,  ^s  surprise  mksthat 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Manchester  should  treat  the 
Manchester  and  Lancashire  ratepayers  in 
this  way,  [Ironical  cheers.']  He  had  in 
his  hand  an  interesting  card  which  was 
sent  out  to  the  constituents  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  last  Gweral  Elec- 
tion in  Manchester.  On  one  side  it  had 
two  trumpeters  and  a  crown— -[^atip-Aier] 
—over  the  two  trumpeters,  who  carried 
flags  on  their  trumpets,  were  written  the 
words,  "Seourily  and  prosperity." 
[Laughter  and  MinisterieU  ehUrt.]  Under 
the  crown  is  written  the  word  "Pro- 
gress," and  at  the  bottom  of  this 
picture — 

"  Yonr  vote  and  interest  are  respectful^  toli- 
cited  on  behalf  of  the  right  hon.  QenUeman, 
Arthur  James  Balfour,  miioniat  candidate  for 
East  Manchester." 

Then  followed  the  name  of  the  printer 
and  publisher  in  Manchester,  and  the 
words  "  See*  over."   He  saw  over,  and 
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there  he  found  the  words  at  the  top, 
"  The  programme  of  the  Unionirt  Party 
under  15  heads  " — [laughter] — and 
between  the  "  eiclusion  of  pauper  aliens  " 
and  "  Church  Defence  " — and  he  was  cer- 
tain there  was  not  a  word  in  this  pro- 
gramme as  to  assistance  to  Voluntaiy 
Schools — he  found  these  remarkable 
words,  "Poor  Law  end  School  Board 
rates  to  be  changed  on  the  Imperiid  Kx- 
chequer."  [Laughter  and  ironical  tfA«r<.] 
Here  they  were  in  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  dealing  with  the  funds  of  the 
Imperial  Exchequer,  and  the  present 
time  he  should  have  thought  an  eligible 
opportunity  for  dealing  with  the  matter. 
He  commended  that  view  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  some  of  the  boroi^hs 
in  Lancashire  which  paid  School  Board 
rates  besides  Manchester.  Then  there 
was  the  case  of  Birmingham^  five 
boroughs  at  least  in  Staffordshire,  the 
large  .boroughs  *in  the  West  Riding — 
Le^s,  Halifax,  ShefiBeld,  places  like 
Yarmouth,  Norwich,  and  even  in  the 
South  like  Croydon  and  Brighton.  If 
these  cases  were  looked  into  it  would 
soon  be  seen  what  a  large  share  of  the 
taxation  might  be  given, to  them  if  they 
were  dealt  with'on  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire's principle  of  statutory  equality, 
and  what  a  veiy  small  portion  they  would 
get  under  this  proposaL  He  left  out  of 
sight  the  whole  question  of  what  were 
called  the  poor  Board  School  districts, 
places  like  West  Ham,  Walthamstow, 
Romford,  and  Tottenluun — ail  of  these 
were  to  be  dealt  with  this  Session  on 
the  principle,  probably,  of  nothing  for 
most  of  them,  and,  if  time  permitted, 
s  little  for  some  of  them.  So  far  as  he 
could  discover  there  was  nothing  what- 
ever to  guarantee  that  the  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions to  Voluntary  Schools  were  to 
be  maintained,  although  it  had  often 
been  asserted  by  Leaders  of  the  opposite 
side,  and  by  .^hbishops  and  Bishops, 
#hat  they  ought  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  keep  up  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions in  order  to  preserve  the  very  name 
of  Voluntary  Schools,  The  lato  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  said  that  the  North 
was  not  qualifying — qualifying,  he  said, 
meant  paying  subscriptions ;  and,  he 
added,  he  had  never  got  an  answer  to 
the  question  why  the  people  of  the  North 
should  get  admission  to  tdl  the  rates  for 
a  subsoription  of  Ss.  6d.  for  each  child, 
when  th^  subicription  in  the  South  was 
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lOs.  6d.  There  was  nothing  in  what  the 
right  hon.  (rentleman  said  which  ap- 
peared to  give  any  guarantee  whatever 
that  a  good  deal  of  this  money  might  not 
be  poured  into  the  Voluntary  Schools — 
no  doubt  for  an  excellent  purpose — and 
a  good  deal  of  it  be  wastod  by  coming 
out  of  them  again  at  the  other  end  in 
the  form  of  a  reduction  of  sulncriptions. 
No  doubt  th^  shotdd  hear  more  about 
that  before  this  Bill  had  passed,  but  he 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  sayii^ 
that  the  State  abandoned  any  encoiirage- 
ment  of  the  idea  of  local  support.  The 
1  Ts.  6d.  limit,  which  they  called  so  wicked, 
and  which  was  an  invention  of  the  Tory 
Government  of  1876,  was  now  to  be 
abolished,  and  the  State  laid  down  prin- 
ciples for  the  future  that  demuided  no 
local  support  whatever  to  meet  the  sap- 
port  which  came  from  the  Exchequ^. 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
no  right  whatever  to  say  that ;  he  has  not 
seen  the  Bill. 

Mb.  ACLAND   said   he  should,  of 
course,  be  glad  to  hear  if  there  was  some 
provision  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  mentioned,  but  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  I7s.  6d.  limit  was  gmerally 
supposed  to  mean  the  abolition  of  any 
condition  remaining  on  the  Statute  Book 
by  which  local  subscriber  were  expected 
to  contribute  something  to  meet  the 
grant.    ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  With  r^erence 
to  the  rating  of  school  buildings  there 
was  no  doubt  that  there  were  some  dw- 
tricts  in  London  and  other  places  where 
he  did  not  think  the  ratepayers  would 
be  afraid  to  say  that  to  some  extent  this 
proposal  tras  'a  giving  of  rate  aid  to 
Voluntuy  Schools.  He  quite  agreed  that 
in  many  country  places  the  amount 
which  would  be  laid  upon  the  ratepayers 
would  be  very  small.    He  thought,  how^ 
ever,  he  was  bound  to  give,  at  any  rate, 
one  case — ^that  of  the  parish  of  St, 
€reorge-the-Martyr  in  Southwark — where 
Voluntaiy  Schools  were  very  moderately 
raced,  much  more  so  than  the  Board 
Schools,  and  yet  in  that  parish  the  Tolon- 
tary  Schools  would  not  in  future  pay  the 
£165  which  they  had  been  in  the  halut 
of  payii^.    That  sum  broken  up  among 
the  cluldren  in  the  Voluntary  Schools 
came  to  Is.  Bd.  per  child,  ao  that  these 
children  would  receive  not  only  6s.  each 
from  the  Exchequer,  but  also  la.  Gd. 
each  from  the  ratepayer.    There  was  not 
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to  be  a  word  in  the  Bill  as  to  any  change 
of  management  in  the  Voluntary  Schools. 
Last  year,  according  to  the  evidence  of 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Rochester, 
and  other  Members,  the  Bill  gave  control 
to  the  ratepayers  in  a  form  which  did 
not  prove  satisfactory  to  the  House;  it 
oouid  not  be  laid  merely  to  their  account 
that  the  scheme  broke  down,  when  they 
remembered  the  speech  of  his  r^ht  hou. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Honiton 
Division  of  Devonshire.  Now  they  had 
withdrawn  any  control  scheme  whatever. 
They  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  sub- 
ject was  growing  more  and  more  impor- 
tant in  the  feelings  especially  of  the 
people  in  the  country  districts.  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  listen  to  the  moderate 
counsels  of  Lord  Northbrook,  who  was 
chairman  of  his  county  council  and  knew 
the  county  districts  in  the  South  of 
England  well,  who,  writing  to  the  Bishop 
of  WinchestfflT,  said  that  in  his  opinion 
there  ought  to  be  on  the  management  of 
country  schools  representation  of  the 
parents,  or  representation  of  the 
parish  council?  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  He 
thought  that  if  they  knew  the  minds  of 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  they  would 
say  that  they  were  not  themselves  in 
favour  in  many  country  districts  of  the 
extremely  limited  clerical  control  which 
in  many  places  alone  held  sway.  ["  Hear, 
hear."]  He  thought  they  voiUd  aay  they 
wotdd  like  to  see  all  country  schools 
follow  the  ezfunple  of  some  of  the  best 
Voluntary  country  schools  where  parents 
were  represented,  and  sometimes  even 
the  Parish  Council  or  the  parish  meeting. 
It  seemed  to  him  a  source  of  great  regret 
that,  having  given  them  some  idea  that 
the  Government  believed  in  the  principle 
of  control,  and  were  not  afraid  of  it  last 
year,  they  asked  for  this  enormous  sum 
to  Voluntary  Schools  this  year,  and  with- 
drew entirely  from  any  position  they 
might  have  taken  up  with  regard  to  the 
representation  of  utber  parents  or  inhar 
bitimta  on  the  management  of  Voluntary 
Schools.  Looking  at  the  general  educa- 
tional aspects  of  the  proposition  laid 
before  the  Committee,  he  had  to  say  that 
the  administration  from  the  centre  was 
difficult  in  any  case.  It  was  more  diffi- 
cult, as  the  Leader  of  the  House  sugges- 
ted, than  the  system  either  of  Ireland  or 
of  Scotland.  The  subject  stirred  some 
of  the  deepest  and  strongest  feelings  they 


could  find  in  man.  By  the  present  pro- 
posal, on  the  one  hand,  they  were  em- 
barrassing and  making  more  diffioilt  the 
administration  at  the  centre  and  in  the 
country  at  lai^e ;  among  those  who  were 
interested  in  the  cause  of  the  ratepayers' 
schools  they  were  raising  a  feeling,  by 
keepii^  them  out  in  the  cold,  of  irrita- 
tion aiul  exasperation  which  they  could 
not  expect  easily  to  allay.  All  this  was 
injurious  to  tma  education.  [CAeers.J 
It  was  going  to  make  their  progress  in 
the  uncontentious  matters  of  education, 
which  were  so  important  to  this  country, 
more  difficult  than  it  was  before.  It  was 
going  to  raise,  in  a  form  which  never  had 
been  raised,  an  antagonistic  spirit  with 
reference  to  the  way  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment dealt  with  elementary  education. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  War- 
wick and  Leamington,  in  seconding  the 
Address  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne^ 
urged  them  to  take  a  very  moderate  line 
on  educational  questions.  But  it  was 
not  quite  so  eaiy  to  take  a  moderate  line 
when  the  question  was  treated  in  the 
way  in  which  it  was  to  be  treated  now — 
["  Hear,  hear !"] — when  one  Party  to  the 
bai^in,  one  strong  claimant  for  help, 
was  left  absolutely  outside.  As  to  the 
Act  of  1870,  did  the  Government  think 
they  were  preserving  it  by  the  methods 
and  the  proposal  now  laid  before  themi 
They  were  trustees  there  for  alt  those 
who  bore  the  burden  in  r^;ard  to  educar 
tion,  whatever  kind  of  school  th^  sup- 
ported. They  must  do  their  best,  and 
he  hoped  some  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  would  help  them,  to  fight  out 
what  were  really  the  broad  issues  of  this 
question.  [Cheers  and  counter-cheers.] 
The  principles  of  the  Act  of  1870  were 
the  principles  of  equality.  [Opposition 
cheers  and  Ministerial  cries  of  "  Rates."] 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  one  word  of 
threat,  but  he  would  quote  the  words  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  when  he  met  a 
clerical  deputation  at  Birmingham : — 

"  Where  once  the  principlea  of  the  Act  of 
1870  had  been  departed  from,"  he  said,  "it 
is  id  coarse  open  to  yonr  opponent  to  regard 
the  settlement  then  arrived  at  as  completely 
at  an  end.  I  think  it  ^11  be  prodent  on  the 
part  of  the  manaRers  of  Volunta^  Schools 
to  remember  that  the  existence  of  Parliament 
is  nr'-'  perpetnaL" 

[Cheers.]  The  Government  had  had  a 
great  opportunity.  They  liad  a  hv^ 
surplus  last  year;  they  would  have  a 
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great  surplus  this  year.  They  had  an 
immense  majority  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons,  and  they  had  had — he  said  it 
without  hesitation — on  many  points  a 
not  unreasonable  minority.  With  all 
these  advantages,  and  with  no  limit  of 
time  to  hold  them  back,  he  thought  it 
was  a  matter  of  profound  regret  that 
they  had  taken  such  a  Measure,  and  that 
they  had  selected  such  a  mannca>  to  put 
their  Measure  into  force.  Whe^s.] 
The  GoTenunent  had  lud  before  the 
Committee  a  Measure  which  went  back 
upon  the  expectations  which  they  had 
created  in  the  minds  of  those  who  were 
interested  in  the  Boiu'd  Schools  of  this 
countiy.  They  had  put  them  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  only  half  the  case  could 
be  fuUy  dealt  with,  and  they  had  deli- 
beratdy  shut  out  the  Board  Schools 
into  the  cold.  They  had  chosen  a 
method  of  dealing  with  this  matter  in 
the  House  of  Commons  which,  he  ven- 
tured to  say,  prejudiced  even  their  own 
case,  which  was  unjust  to  the  ratepayers 
and  taxpayers,  and  which  was  gravely 
unfair  to  their  representatives  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  \Ckcer$.\ 

Mb.  R.  JEBB  (Cambridge  University) 
trusted  his  right  hon.  Friend  opposite 
would  pardon  him  if  he  ventured  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that,  while  he  devoted 
a  large  portion  of  his  speech  to  details, 
he  did  not  altogethw  succeed  in  pre- 
senting a  fair  general  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  Bill  had 
been  produced  or  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Fust  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  \Cheen!\ 
The  Bill  was  confined  to  the  object  of 
affording  a  limited  amount  of  relief,  at 
as  early  a  date  as  might  be  practicable, 
of  an  urgently  needed  kind.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  As  to  the  ui^ency  he  ventured 
to  say  there  could  be  no  dispute.  \Cheer8.\ 
It  was  certain  that,  if  such  aid  was  not 
afforded  at  a  reasonably  early  date,  very 
large  numbers  of  their  Voluntary  Schools 
would  be  threatened  with  extinction — 
["hew,  hear!"] — and  it  was  not  dis- 
putable that  if  the  Volunt[U7  Schools 
were  to  perish  there  would  be  cast  upon 
the  ratepayers  a  new  annual  burden  ex- 
ceeding £4,000,000.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
As  to  the  amount  of  relief  which  the  Bill 
proposed  to  give,  he  confessed  that  in 
his  opinion  it  fell  short  of  that  which 
the  supporters  of  Voluntary  Schools 
might  rightfully  claim.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
He  jield  th»  view  formulated  by  the 

Mr.  Acland. 


meeting  of  the  two  Convocations  at  the 
Church  House,  and  put  forward  on  bdialf 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  country 
by  their  hierarchy,  that  supporters  of 
Voluntary  Schools  were  entitled,  not 
merely  in  return  for  what  they  had  done 
and  were  doing,  but  simply  as  citizens 
and  ratepayers,  to  share  in  that  educa- 
tion rate  raised  within  school  districts 
which  they  helped  to  pay.  \Cheera.] 
That,  however,  was  not  in  question  at 
the  present  time.  It  had  been  assumed 
throughout  his  speech  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend  opposite  that  the  Leader  of  the 
House  did  not  really  intend  to  introduce 
a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  necessitous 
Board  Schools.  He  submitted  tha-e  was 
absolutely  no  ground  for  such  an  assump- 
tion as  that.  [Cheerg.]  The  Leader  of  the 
House  told  them  quite  plainly  and 
frankly  that  he  did  not  intend  to  intro- 
duce such  a  Measure  at  an  early  date, 
and  it  might  be  in  the  knowledge  of  some 
Membera  that*  a  few  days  ago  there 
appeared  in  the  Press  a  letter  addressed 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Ham  in  which  a 
similar  pledge  was  given  in  the  most 
distinct  and  unequivocal  terms.  There 
was,  therefore,  absolutely  no  ground  for 
asserting  ovw  and  over  again  that  the 
necessitous  Board  Schools  were  to  be  left 
out  in  the  cold.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  But  it 
was  impossible  to  discuss  this  Bill  with- 
out touching  on  a  question  which,  lay  at 
the  root  of  the  whole  matter,  and  that 
was  the  policy  of  giving  public  money 
to  denominational  schools.  ThM%  were 
two  views  of  elementary  education  com- 
peting in  this  country,  and  that  compe- 
tition was  at  the  root  of  all  their  con- 
troversies on  this  subject.  One  view  was 
— and  he  desired  to  state  it  as  fairly  at 
he  could — that  education  might  be  satis- 
factory, although  it  was  very  largely 
secular,  or  else  tempered  by  religious 
instruction  according  to  a  standard  which 
might  vary  in  each  munici[wlity.  The 
religious  instruction  might  be  such  as  to 
satisfy  evML  some  Church  people.  It 
might  be  such  as  to  satisfy  all  Christians  ; 
it  might  be  such  as  to  be  acceptable  to 
all  Christians  plus  the  Unitarians ;  it 
might  be  such  as  to  be  acceptable  to  all 
persons  who  acknowledged  the  existence 
of  a  God ;  it  might  be  such  as  to  be 
accepted  even  by  those  who  did  not. 
That  was  the  present  state  of  the  religions 
elonent  in  the  Board  Sohools*  inatraction. 
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'the  other  view  was  that  since  education 
tended  to  form  character  and  to  aim  at 
formii^  character,  and  since  religion  was 
most  potent  for  that  purpose,  education 
should  be  based  upon  its  teaching,  and 
that  if  this  religious  teaching  was  to 
httve  tiiat  fundamental  place  in  educar 
tiba  it  must  be  deBnite.  f'  Hear,  hear  I "] 
It  could  not  be  denied  that  parents  had  a 
right  to  choose  in  which  of  these  two 
views  their  children  were  to  be  educated 
— ^the  Board  School  view  or  the  Volun- 
tary School  view.  ["  Hear,  hear ! "] 
About  three-sevenths,  or,  as  his  right 
hon.  Friend  said,  four^ninths,  at  all 
events  less  than  half,  of  the  children  of 
the  country  now  receive  dementaiy  edu- 
cation in  Board  Schools,  and  more  than 
half  in  Voluntaiy  Schools.  The  State 
imposes  elementaiy  education  on  all. 
The  State,  therefore,  has  no  moral  right 
to  penalise  any  of  its  citizens  for  prefer- 
ring that  view  presented  by  the  Volun- 
tary Schools.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  If  the 
State  does  that  it  enforces  on  the  com- 
munity an  arbitrary  and  a  narrow  idea 
of  education,  and  fines  them  for  not 
keeping  to  it.  Before  1870  no  one  would 
have  dreamed  of  such  a  thing.  Board 
Schools  were  set  up,  not  to  supplant,  but 
to  supplemrat  Voluntary  Schools. 
["Hear,  hear  I"]  The  doctrine  that 
Board  Schools  should  be  universal  and 
that  education  based  on  religious  and 
sectarian  caprice,  in  which  eccentric  per- 
sons chose  to  indulge,  should  be  paid  for 
as  they  would  pay  for  any  other  expen- 
sive luxury,  was  not  only  a  novel  doc- 
trine, but  repugnant  to  common  sense 
and  common  justice.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  '] 
But  it  was  veiy  justly  tirged  that  when 
public  money  waS'  given  to  denomina- 
tional Bohoolg  there  should  be  representa- 
tive control  of  those  schools.  ["Hear, 
hear  t  "]  All  recognised  that.  His  r^ht 
hon.  Fnend  who  had  just  sat  down  said 
the  Bill  would  not  give  representative 
control.  What  was  the  form  of  public 
aid  to  be  given?  If  it  was  to  be  a  grant 
from  the  State,  then  the  form  of  control 
correlative  to  State  aid  would  be  central 
control  by  the  State ;  but  if  it  was  to  b»> 
rate  aid,  then  the  correlative  control 
would  be  local  control.  But  they  had 
not  to  do  with  rate  aid,  and  therefore 
nothing  to  do  with  local  control.  What 
form  of  central  control  could  he  more 
complete  and  effectual  than  that  the  Bill 
proposed  to  give — ^the  control  of  the 
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Education  Department  ?  ['*  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
Take  the  case  of  those  schools  which 
grouped  themselves  in  association.  Each 
such  federation  was  to  prepare  a  scheme 
which  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  Educar 
tion  Department,  and  this  scheme  was  to 
indicate  how  it  was  proposed  to  allocate 
the  grant  the  federation  would  receive 
in  its  collective  capacity  among  several 
schools  belonging  to  it.  The  scheme 
would  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  and  with  the  Depart- 
ment would  lie  the  right  to  modify  or 
reject  the  scheme.  Suppose  the  Educix- 
tion  Department  had  reason  to  know 
from  the  evidence  of  its  inspectors  that 
a  particular  school  was  in  an  efficient 
state,  it  would  have  the  power  to 
diminish  or  withhold  that  portion 
of  the  grant  the  federation  pro- 
Iposed  to  apply  to  that  school. 
Take  the  case  of  particular  schools 
which  did  not  fed^-ate  for  any  reason, 
in  regtu-d  to  each  of  these  the  Education 
Department  would  have  the  right  to 
withhold  the  grant  on  the  ground  of  in- 
efficiency. ["  Hear,  hear  I  "J  But,  more- 
ovar,  it  could  withhold  it  simply  on  the 
groimd  that  a  particular  school  had 
unreasonably  declined  to  join  a  fedorsr 
tion ;  while  it  was  provided  that  a  school 
which  was  denominationally  isolated 
should  not  be  made  to  join  a  fednation 
of  which  the  majorilyof  schools  bdoi^ed 
to  another  d^iomination.  If  these 
guarantees  that  grants  should  not  go  to 
non-efficient  schools  were  not  adequate, 
he  really  did  not  know  what  guarantee 
could  be  so.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  Then  it 
had  been  urged  outside  the  House,  in 
anticipation  of  the  Bill,  and  no  doubt 
the  topic  would  come  up  again  in  course 
of  discussion  before  the  Bill  passed,  that 
puUio  mon^  should  not  be  given  to  any 
denominational  school  unless  that  school 
could  meet  the  grant  with  a  catain 
proportional  voluntary  subscription. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Evidently  the  friends 
of  Voluntary  Schools  had  the  strongest 
of  all  possible  reasons  for  earnestly  de- 
siring and  strenuously  endeavouring  to 
keep  up  their  subscriptions.  And  why  I 
Simply  for  the  reason  that  without  that 
help  they  could  not  hope  to  compete  on 
the  strength  of  State  aid  alone  with 
Board  Schools,  which  had  both  State 
aid  and  rate  aid.  ["Hear,  hearl"] 
Board  Schools  had  hitherto  bad  claims 
on  the  State;  but,  in  addition.  Board 
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Schools  were  spending  nearly  five  mil- 
lions  a  year  on  maintenance  alone,  the 
t«tal  expenditure  of  the  School  Boards 
of  England  and  Wales  amounting  to 
about  eight  and  a  half  millions.  What 
had  been  done  by  the  subBcrib««  to 
Voluntary  Schools?  In  1870  the  total 
amount  of  annual  subBcriptions  was 
about  £295,000,  and  at  the  present 
time  it  was  more  than  double  that — 
about  £600,000.  ["  Hear,  hear  1"]  An 
hon.  Friend  reminded  him  these  were 
Church  of  England  Schools  alone,  so  his 
argument  was  the  stronger.  Since  1870 
Chiu-ch  of  England  Schools  alone  liad 
expended  about  seven  and  a  half  mil- 
lions. Then  there  were  school  buildings 
and  endowments — what  he  might  call 
the  crystallised  form  of  subscriptions. 
It  was  this  assistance  alone  which  had 
made  it  possible  for  Voluntary  Schools 
to  hold  thnr  own  against  Board  Schools, 
which  could  respond  to  every  new  require- 
ment of  the  Education  Department  by 
drawing  on  the  bottomless  purse  of  the 
rates.  ["  Hear,  hear  1  "j  But  the  point 
to  which  he  particularly  desired  to  draw 
attention  was  this,  that  you  could  not 
fairly  lay  down  the  rule  that  volimtary 
subscriptions  should  everywhere  and  in 
evffly  case  bear  a  fixed  ratio  to  the 
amount  of  State  aid.  Take  the  case  of 
poor  schools  in  the  poorest  parts  of  the 
great  towns  of  the  north,  and  as  a  good 
instance  the  Roman  Catholio  Schools. 
These,  like  many  of  our  own  Church 
Schools  ministwed  to  the  very  poorest 
of  the  poor.  They  had  fewer  sources  of 
aid  to  which  tb^  could  look  outside  the 
area  of  their  own  district  and  their  own 
communion,  and  greatly  to  the  honour 
of  the  Roman  communion  they  had  never 
yet  surrendered  one  of  their  schools. 
Think  for  a  moment  what  a  sacrifice  this 
simple  fact  implied,  and  how  difficult  it 
wotdd  be  to  raise  subscriptions  among 
the  poorest  populations  of  these  northa*n 
towns,  and  what  it  meant  to  impose  on 
these  poor  fieople  in  addition  to  the 
duty  of  providing  daily  bread  for  their 
young  children  that  of  saving  them  from 
starvation  of  mind.  [ "  Hear,  hear  1  "j 
Those  who  had  charge  of  these  schools 
had  to  go  far  afield  and  make  applica- 
tion to  charitable  persons  all  over  the 
country  and  continually  to  renew  efforts 
of  the  most  laborious  kind  to  make  ends 
meet.  In  the  case  of  such  districts  as 
these,  where  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
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case  Voluntary  subscriptions  could  not 
be  merely  Ideal,  but  must  be  largely  non- 
local, it  would  be  unreasonable  to  place 
schools  under  similar  conditions  as  to 
the  ratio  of  local  subscriptions  as  those 
situated  in  well-to-do  districts  where  sub- 
scriptioiw  could  be  raised  with  compara- 
tive ease.  ["Hear,  hear  I  "j  Before 
sitting  down  he  added  a  few  words  on 
the  general  relations  of  the  Bill  to  the 
prospect  of  future  legislation  on  this 
subject.  The  Bill  did  not  carry,  and  his 
right  hon.  Friend  did  not  claim  for  it, 
the  character  of  finality.  ["  Hear,  hear  " 
from  The  First  Lobd  of  the  Trbasubt.] 
That  was  no  reproach  to  the  Bill. 
It  would  be  v«7  difficult  to  say 
how  a  final  solution  of  the  elenaen- 
tiwy  education  problem  could  be 
found  until  the  country  realised  more 
widely  and  clearly  than  it  yet  had  done 
the  true  relation  of  such  projects  to  BCr. 
Forster's  Act  of  1870.  Some  of  his  hon. 
Friends  had  been  accustomed  to  speak 
of  Mr.  Forster's  Act  as  a  settlement  and 
a  teompromise.  He  was  sorry  to  say 
that  if  it  was  once  a  settlement  it  had 
long  been  unsettled  and  not  fairly  to 
Voluntary  Schools.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
If  it  was  originally  a  compromise  it  had 
come  to  be  a  compromise  in  which  the 
interest  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
was  ignored.  If  it  was  still  observed  in 
the  l^ter  it  had  often  been  violated, 
and  was  often  still  violated  in  the  apirit. 
["Hear,  hearl"]  Board  Schools  were 
set  up  not  to  occupy  the  whole  field  of 
elementary  education,  but  to  fill  up 
vacant  spaces  in  it.  With  diffidence  be 
expressed  his  feeling  that  there  were  only 
two  methods  by  which  the  problem  of 
elemeutaiy  education  could  be  finally 
dealt  with.  One  method  was  to  give 
Voluntary  Schools  a  share  in  the  educa- 
tion rate  levied  in  the  School  Board 
district,  they  in  return  having  a  fair 
amount  of  local  control  with  those  safe- 
guards for  preserving  the  distinctiT? 
basis  and  character  of  the  denomina- 
tional schools.  ["Hear,  hear  I  "J  Hs 
felt  that  with  a  little  goodwill  and  a 
little  trust  and  confidence  on  both  sides 
this  could  be  carried  out  far  more  easily 
than  many  of  his  hon.  Friends  supposed. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  The  other  method  did 
not  lie  within  the  range  of  present  poU- 
ticB.  It  was  that  the  State  should  take 
over  the  maintenance  of  alt  the  demen> 
tary  schools,  paying  for  th«n  out  of  Uie 
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taxes,  leaving  localities  and  denomina- 
tions to  find  the  buildings.  This  did 
not  now  seem  to  be  within  the  range  of 
practical  politics,  and  he  was  aware  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
hardly  be  induced  to  entertain  such  an 
idea  unless  the  country  declared  for  it 
in  an  unmistakable  mann^,  but  he  did 
not  feel  so  certain  that  some  such  plan 
might  not  be  heard  of  in  years  to  come. 
Meantime  one  thing  might  be  done 
which  would  largely  facilitate  the  settle- 
ment of  this  elementary  education  pro- 
blem, and  that  was  to  draw  a  line 
between  primary  and  secondary  educa- 
tion. ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  He  earnestly 
hoped  that  H^  Majesty's  Gor^ment 
m^ht  be  induced  to  consider  the  expedi- 
en<!y  of  introducing  legislation  at  an 
early  date  defining  dementary  education, 
not  merely  from  the  point  of  view  of 
those  solicitous  for  secondary  education, 
but  on  account  of  its  intimate  bearing 
on  the  elementary  education  of  Volun- 
tary Schools.  Meanwhile  he  recognised 
that  this  limited  Measure  was  founded 
on  plain  and  broad  grounds  of  justice. 
It  was  to  be  supplemented  at  an  early 
date  by  a  Measure  giving  relief  to  necessi- 
tous Board  SohooU.  While  fully  recog- 
nising the  sincerity  of  the  intentions  of 
hon.  Gentlmm  opposite  and  the  signal 
services  many  of  them  had  rendered  to 
the  cause  of  education,  he  yet  con- 
tended that  those  on  his  side  of  the 
House  were  no  less  earnest  in  their 
desire  to  promote  educational  efficiency, 
and  in  that  spirit  he  approved  of 
the  present  proposal.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
*SiE  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  remarked  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  last  spoken  had  said 
that  this  was  a  limited  Bill,  founded  on 
principles  of  justice,  axt<l  about  to  be 
speedily  8uppl«nesited  by  another  Bill, 
which  would  deal  with  necessitous  Board 
Schools.  The  Bill  was,  indeed,  a  limited 
Bill.  \OppQ8ition  cheers,^  Those  inte- 
rested in  necessitous  Board  Schools  never 
thought,  until  within  the  last  few  days, 
that  it  would  be  so  limited ;  and  it  was 
a  Bill  wholly  opposed  to  the  principles 
of  justice  on  account  of  that  very  limita- 
tion. \OppoiUion  cAeer<.]  Of  coiirse, 
if  the  Bill  were  to  be  supplemented  in  a 
few  weeks,  or  even  months,  with  a  cer- 
tainty of  its  passing  in  the  present 
Session,  by  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  neces- 
sitous Board  School  districts,  they  on 


that  side  of  the  House  should  only  now 
ask  why  the  two  portions  of  the  Bill  had 
been  dissociated,  and  why  they  should 
be  given  the  trouble  of  fighting  this  Bill 
on  the  ground  that  the  other  matter  was 
not  included  in  it,  and  then  have  that 
other  matter  dealt  with  in  the  present 
Session  by  another  Bill  which  th^  should 
all  axscept.  The  question  of  the  proce- 
dure of  the  House  was  one  ^f  great 
importance  in  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion. They  were  so  tied  up  and  limited 
by  the  Resolution  they  were  asked  to 
pass,  confined  as  it  was  to  Voluntary 
Schools,  that  they  would  be  prevmted 
in  Committee  from  raising  the  claims  of 
the  necessitous  Board  Schools;  and  it 
was  thwefore  necessary  and  most  sbictly 
relevant  on  this  Resolution  to  discuss 
the  claims  of  the  necessitous  Board 
Schools  to  equal  treatment  with  that 
meted  out  to  the  Volimtary  Schools.  As 
he  understood  it  would  not  be  competent 
for  them  to  move  to  extend  the  scope  of 
the  Resolution  beyond  the  Voluntary 
Schools  so  as  to  include  the  necessitous 
Board  Schools,  many  hon.  Members  would 
be  driven  to  vote  against  the  whole 
Resolution  on  the  ground  of  its  injustice. 
["Hear,  hearl"]  The  Leader  of  the 
House  had  said  he  was  astonished  that 
they  should  be  surprised  at  the  present 
Bill  being  limited  by  the  word  "  Volun- 
tary" in  this  way.  Having  been  chair- 
man of  the  conference  on  this  very 
subject,  which  represented  the  Board 
School  authorities  in  the  country,  he 
could  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  it  was  never  for  one  moment  sup- 
posed that  the  Bill  woxild  be  so  limited. 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Last  year,  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  withdrew  the  Edu- 
cation Bill,  he  said,  in  reference  to  the 
Bill  of  this  year,  "We  shall  especially 
have  in  view  the  necessities  of  the  Volun- 
tary Schools."  That  was  what  the  Gov- 
ernment stated  in  the  Queen's  Speech  of 
1896,  and  when,  on  the  first  night  of 
last  Session,  they  were  asked  whether 
the  necessitous  Board  Schools  would  be 
included,  they  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
It  was  an  absolute  injustice  to  attempt 
to  give  this  money  to  the  Voluntary 
Schools  without,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
sidering the  poor  Board  School  districts. 
Did  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Ham  consider  that  the  statement 
made  that  night  by  the  r^ht  hon.  Gmtle- 
man  was  equivalent  to  the  assurances 
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contained  in  the  letter  he  had  received 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman?  Until 
that  night  they  were  all  under  the  beUef 
that  the  Education  Bill  was  to  be  passed 
before  March  31.  [Opposition  cheers.] 
Therefore,  wh^  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aaid  in  his  letter  that  the  poor 
School  Board  districtB  were  not  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  first  Bill,  they  sup- 
poBcd  that  it  would  only  be  a  short  Bill, 
which  would  be  hxirried  through  before 
March  31,  so  that,  even  during  the  pre- 
sent Session,  there  might  be  a  chance  of 
passing  a  further  Bill  dealing  with  the 
other  portion  of  the  subject. 

Thb  first  lord  op  thk  TREA- 
SURY :  I  hope  we  ahaXL  pass  it  before 
March  31. 

*SiR  C.  DILEB :  I  underBtood  from  the 
right  hon.  Crentleman  earlier  in  the  even- 
ing that  that  would  not  be  so. 

Thb  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  The  length,  of  time  the  Bill  will 
take  depends  not  upon  me,  but  upon 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I  should  have 
thought  it  would  have  easily  passed  be- 
fore March  31.  All  I  said  was  I  was 
under  no  pled^  to  get  it  through  before^ 
although  we  would  make  every  effort  to 
do  80. 

*SiR  C.  DILEE  und^stood  that  last 
year  a  plec^  was  given  that  the 
£100,000  should  be  voted  in  the  course 

of  the  present  financial  year,  and  that 
the  Voluntary  Schools  would  get  the 
money.  From  that  promise  he  now 
gathered  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
gone  back.  The '  Bill  which  was  pro- 
mised was  a  simple  one,  but  this,  in- 
stead of  answa*ing  that  description,  was 
a  complicated  Measure,  and  in  its  federa- 
tion proposals  would  undoubtedly  receive 
a  good  deal  of  diBcussion.  What  was 
offered  to  the  poor  Board  Schools  was 
that,  if  the  Bill  slipped  rapidly  through, 
then  it  would  be  possible  to  deal  with 
their  case.  That  was  a  very  faint  hope ; 
it  was  one  which  would  not  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  districts  concerned,  nor 
would  it  meet  what  had  been  described 
by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council  as 
the  crying  injustice  of  the  treatment  of 
one-half  of  the  case,  without  treatment 
of  the  other.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  suggest  that  the  rise  in  the 
rates  in  certain  districts  was  owing  to 
extravagimce  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
School  Boards.  There  might  have  been 
extravagance  in  some  cases,  but  he 

Sir  CharUa  DiUee. 


asserted  that  in  the  poor  districts  th^ 
had  more  guarantee  against  extravagance 
by  the  Boards  than  they  had  in  districts 
which  were  not  equally  poor.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  asked  the  late  Vice- 
Preudent  whether  he  had  done  anything 
towards  meeting  these  poor  Scdiool 
Board  district  cases.  The  position  of 
the  Education  Department  under  the 
late  Government  was  that  whenever  a 
fresh  Education  Bill  had  to  be  brought 
in  the  grievances  of  those  districts  should 
be  dealt  with.  That  promise  was  re- 
newed by  the  present  Government,  who 
said  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with,  and 
a  more  favourable  treatment  extended  to 
the  poor  School  Boards  when  they  came 
to  discuss  Clause  4  of  last  yeai^s  BilL 
Of  comrs^  they  never  reached  Clause  4, 
but,  from  what  transpired,  they  thought 
the  Government  would  be  prepared  to 
make  even  a  largM"  proposal,  in  this  re- 
gard, than  they  did  in  last  year's  BilL 
An  attempt  had  been  made  by  Govern- 
ment in  1876  to  deal  with  this  question, 
when  Lord  Sandon's  Bill  was  discussed. 
That  Bill  proposed  an  improvement  in 
the  poor  districts  section  of  the  Act 
of  1870,  but  the  proposal  was  with- 
drawn because  of  difficulties  con- 
nected with  Voluntary  Schools.  It  was 
a  well-known  fact  that  necesritous  dis- 
tricts could  not  be  picked  out  as  far  as 
Voluntary  Schools  were  concerned,  be- 
cause some  of  the  poorest  Roman  Catholic 
Schools  were  situated  in  the  richest  dis- 
tricts. He  merely  referred  to  this  in 
order  to  show  that  in  1870,  and  again  in 
1876 — in  fact  on  every  occasion,  this 
question  had  been  recc^ised  as  a  press- 
ing evil  to  be  coped  with,  and  they  had 
had  the  promise  of  the  late  Government 
and  the  promise  of  the  present  6oT«n> 
ment,  that  it  would  be  dealt  with  in  the 
next  Education  Bill,  Since  last  year 
there  had  been  an  i^^vation  of  the 
case.  There  were  a  large  number  of 
small  districts  scattered  all  over  Wales, 
which  had  within  recent  years,  owing  to 
their  increasing  poverty,  become  quali- 
fied to  receive  the  small  extra  grant 
under  Section  97  of  the  Act  of  1870. 
Many  of  those  districts  had  been  un- 
aware of  the  fact  that  they  were  entitled 
to  assistance,  and  when  they  discovered 
it  and  iqiplied  for  the  money,  the  law 
officers  held  that  they  were  not  entitled 
to  any  mon^  previously  earned  by 
them,  and  that  they  must  start  afresh. 
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The  extent  of  this  grievance  was  very 
great.  The  School  Board  rate  in  Bome 
districts  fl^inst  which  he  was  certain 
extravagance  could  not  be  alleged — dis- 
tricts which  came  within  the  speech  of 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Council  last 
year — had  risen,  to  over  3s.  The  Vice 
President  hims^  last  year  picked  out 
certain  districts  and  distinctly  admitted 
that  no  allegation  of  extravagance  could 
be  made  against  them.  The  position  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  took  up  was  that 
this  was  a  crying  case,  that  it  must  be 
dealt  with  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  would  be  dealt  with  soon.  A  por- 
tion of  the  case  was  to  be  by  itself 
in  this  Bill,  and  he  asked  hon.  Members 
did  they  believe  that  if  they  parted  with 
this  Bill  mthout  a  far  more  definite 
understanding  than  they  now  had,  th^ 
would  within,  the  lifetime  of  the  present 
Parliament  see  any  attempt  ^nade  to 
cope  with  the  other  portion  of  the 
question?  40  or  60  Members  on  the 
Conservative  side  represented  necessi- 
tous School  Board  districts,  and  if  they 
were  content  with  the  promise  given 
them  that  night,  they  were  very  different 
from  what  he  took  some  of  them  to  be.  No 
doubt  stronger  promises  would  be  given, 
but  he  could  see  no  reason,  now  that  the 
absolute  limit  of  time  necessary  for  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  had  been  removed, 
why  the  two  cases  should  not  be  dealt 
with  together,  seeing  that  the  Govern- 
ment acbnitted  that  the  two  parts  of  the 
case  were  equally  tu-gent.  A  suggestion 
had  been  made  that  the  necessities  of 
poor  districts  might  possibly  require 
very  different  modes  of  treatment.  He 
ventured  to  assert  that  no  system  of 
dealing  with  them  by  an  increase  of  area 
could  meet  the  case.  It  could  be  met 
only  on  finanoifil  grounds.  In  his  own 
constituency  the  area  va»  enormous,  and 
the  rateable  value  was  very  low.  In 
one  parish  it  was  very  little  more  than 
£1  a  head  of  the  population,  and, 
through  the  extraordinary  Order  of  the 
XiOcal  Government  Board  imder  the  Agri- 
cult'imil  Rating  Act,  the  small  freeholders 
had  been  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
that  Act  There  were  districts  in  which 
the  Voluntary  Schools  which  would  be 
assisted  were  hardly  known  to  the  popu- 
lation— ^where  the  Church  had  not  been 
able  to  cope  with  the  necessities  of  the 
districts,  and  where  there  was  no  Volun- 
tary School  system  which  could  possibly 


take  the  place  of  the  poor  Board  Schools. 
In  his  own  district  the  Volimtary  Schools 
which  existed  obtained  virtually  no  sub- 
scriptions from  the  public,  and  that 
which  was  counted  as  a  volimtary  sub- 
scription was  a  gift  from  the  Crown  in 
anodier  form.  There  was  one  ease 
in  which  the  grants  from  the  Crown  in 
one  form  uid  another  were  already  as 
much  as  £418,  while  the  subscriptions  and 
sales  of  work,  and  income  from  all  other 
sources  were  only  £4.  The  fact  was 
that  such  schools  were  out  of  sympathy 
with  the  feelings  of  the  district.  It  was 
a  Nonconformist  district,  and  the  public 
would  not  use  and  would  not  sulracribe 
to  the  Voluntary  Schools.  To  assist  the 
Voluntary  Schools  where  they  no  more 
than,  covered  the  ground  as  far  as  their 
own  church  population  was  concerned,  and 
to  refuse  to  assist  the  School  Board  rate, 
was  to  create  a  burning  sense  of  injus- 
tice among  the  people.  Of  course  he 
could  understand  the  necessities  of  the 
Government  with  their  own  supporters. 
At  the  same  time  a  great  many  of  their 
supporters  represented  districts  of  the 
kind  he  had  referred  to,  and  they  had 
recently  been  telling  their  friends  that 
the  Government  intended  to  deal  with 
their  case.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
opposite  had  said  that  the  Government 
intended  to  deal  with  it,  but  he  confessed 
that  he  could  not  imagine  that  there  was 
any  dealing  with  their  case  in  the  state* 
ment  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  night.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  if  their  Bill  slipped  through 
quickly,  a  further  Bill  would  be  intro- 
duced, but  he  gave  nothing  like  an 
undertaking  on  which  hon.  Members 
could  go  to  the  people  concerned  and  say 
that  their  case  would  be  ^considered. 
The  only  opportunity  hon.  Members  had 
of  dealing  with  this  part  of  the  question 
was  at  this  stage,  and  on  the  Second 
Reading.  Th^  were  driven  to  object 
to  this  Resolution  and  to  vote  against  it. 
There  would  undoubtedly  be  a  rankling 
sense  of  injustice  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  inhabited  poor  School  Board  dis- 
tricts ;  yet  where  the  rates  were  at  an 
enormous  height  the  Government  were 
going  to  pick  out  and  help  Voluntary 
Schools,  which  were  almost  unknown  to 
the  population,  and  leave  this  injustice 
unredressed  until  )a  time  which  he 
believed  would  be  outside  the  limits  of 
the  present  Parliament. 
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Me.  COURTNEY  said  that  few  posi- 
tions were  more  perilous  than  that  of 
the  man  who  spoke  on  the  First  Reading 
of  a  Bill.  He  remembered  well,  when 
the  Bill  of  1870  was  brought  in,  an  hon. 
Member  who  made  a  speech  in  rapturous 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Forster's  proposal 
was  TBij  much  twitted  afterwards  by  a 
right  hon.  Member  on  his  rashness  in 
having  done  bo.  If  it  was  rash  to  speak 
on  a  First  Reading,  it  was  still  more  rash 
to  speak  on  a  Rraolution  which,  was  only 
preparatory ;  and  if  in  these  remarks  he 
appeared  to  be  condemning  himself,  he 
would  point  out  that  last  year  he  showed 
no  such  indiscretion,  for  he  did  not  open 
his  mouth  in  the  House  at  any  stage  of 
the  Bill  of  last  year,  though  it  was  true 
that  he  did  write  a  letter  to  The  Times, 
which  was  very  much  ridiculed  at  the  time 
because  he  recommended  that  the  Bill 
should  be  withdrawn.  lOpposition  eheert.] 
Why  was  he  rash  emugh  to  speak  on  the 
subject  now  when  he  held  back  last  year  I 
But  there  had  been  a  great  change  in  the 
situation.  He  understood  that  the  reason 
Parliament  met  some  weeks  earlier  than 
usual  was  that  something  should  be 
accomplished  before  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year.  [Opposition  cheers.]  He 
believed  that  impression  was  shared  by 
the  rest  of  the  country.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I"]  In  the  course  of  the  autimin  a 
letter  appeared  in  The  Timet  from  Sir 
C.  Ryan,  Comptroller  and  Auditor-Goie- 
ral,  pointing  out  that  if  the  Bill  were  to 
be  passed  before  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  it  was  necessary  it  should  be  a 
simple  one,  and  the  money  granted  tmder 
it  should  be  at  once  handed  over  to  those 
who  were  entitled  to  receive  it.  Having 
that  in  mind,  he  himself  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  accept  a  Bill  passed  before 
March  31  restricted  to  the  Voluntary 
Schools,  because  he  thought  it  impos- 
sible to  pass  a  more  complex  Bill  within 
such  a  limited  time.  But  now  the  effort 
to  secure  the  money  during  the  financial 
yew  had  been  abandoned,  the  position 
was  entirely  changed,  and  the  ready 
acquiescence  he  was  prepared  to  give 
the  Bill  under  those  circumstances  he 
must  now  withhold.  He  approached  the 
subject  in  no  spirit  of  jealousy.  He  had 
come  to  recognise  that  they  must  pay 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  parents  where 
they  were  clearly  expressed,  and  if  th^ 
were  followed  it  would  be  absolutely  un- 
just to  withhold  public  money  from  the 


school.  Personally  he  was  an  upholder 
of  unsectarian  education.  [Opposition 
cheers.]  He  should  like  to  see  Board 
Schools  multiplied,  but  he  had  no  right 
to  impress  his  feeling  on  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Greenwich  or  the  parents 
of  children  in  the  country;  and  if 
they  insisted  upon  having  schools  where 
their  children  could  be  sent  and  their 
faith  safeguarded,  our  scheme  of  notional 
education  would  have  to  be  enlarged  to 
take  them  in  on  equal  terms.  Hirarefore, 
although  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  at 
the  Cleigy  House  might  have  shown 
some  ignorance  of  the  conditions  of  Par- 
liamentary life,  he  regarded  their  plan 
of  action  as  a  statesmanlike  plan  on  the 
whole,  and  they  were  entitled  to  this 
meed  of  admiration — that  what  they  pro- 
posed was  absolutely  just  and  equal  to 
all  parties.  It  was  in  the  face  of  that 
confession  that  he  approached  the  pro- 
posals of  the  BiU.  The  Archlnshops  and 
Bishops  did  not  seem  to  realise  how 
much  the  farmers  and  others  in  country 
districts  hated  the  rates.  Looking  at 
the  permanent  forces  at  work  in  support 
of  denominational  schools,  he  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  in  the  reasonable 
progress  of  time  they  would  see,  not  per- 
haps the  Government  that  now  held  office, 
but  possibly  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Monmouth  introducing  a  scheme 
of  rate-aided  support  of  denominational 
schools.  It  was  all  very  well  to  deride 
t^e  Archbishops  and  Kshope  for  their 
ignorance  of  the  conditions  of  Parliamen- 
tary life,  but  he  was  not  sure  that  they 
were  not  miracles  of  political  wisdom 
compared  with  the  present  Government 
— [Opposition  cheers  and  laughter] — 
if  they  could  see  how  the  system  pro- 
posed would  work  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
ditions of  political  thought  and  life  in 
the  country.  The  scheme  before  the 
House  was  defensible  only  if  accepted  as 
a  temporary  measure  and.  a«  a  half 
measure.  Had  it  been  so  restricted  and 
the  intention  been  to  pass  it  before  the 
end  of  the  financial  year,  under  some 
guarantee  that  there  was  to  be  further 
action  hereafter,  he  should  have  sup- 
ported it.  But  it  came  without  such 
guarantees  in  its  present  naked  defor- 
mity, and  the  House  of  Commons  would 
find  by  contact  with  people  out-of-doors 
that  there  were  forces  at  work  in  the 
masses  of  the  people  which  would  be  hoa> 
tile  to  the  permanence  of  such  a  settle- 
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ment.    \0pp08ition  cA«ra.]    In  his  con- 
stituenoy  the  piariahioners  in  the  moor- 
lands would  out  of  their  poverty  have  to 
support  their  School  Boards,  while  their 
richer  neighbours  over  the  border  re- 
ceived  assistance  under  this  scheme. 
How  could  he  go  to  such  parishes  and 
defend  such  a  scheme?   It  was  impos- 
siWe.    ["Hear,  heart"]    If  it  were  re- 
stricted under  guarantees,  he  might  have 
told  ttum  that  it  was  onfy  a  temporary 
shift,  necessary  because  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  compelled  cerbun  things 
to  be  done  by  March  31,  and  other  things 
would  follow.    They  might  say  that 
many  things  were  promised   by  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  what  security 
had  they  that  the  task  of  completing 
the  scheme  would  be  undertaken  by  the 
present  Government?    The  speech  of 
the  Minister  who  had  introduced  the 
scheme  held  out  faint  hope  that  during 
the  time  of  the  present  Pariiament  any- 
thing furthOT  would  be  done  to  supple- 
ment  the  scheme.     How  should  he 
defend  the  allocation  which  was  to  be 
made  on  the  recommendation  of  commit- 
tees at  the  discretion  of  the  Education 
Department — a  system  which  gave  many 
parishes  less  than  their  neighbours  ?  He 
strongly  protested  against  any  scheme 
which  left  the  allocation  of  money  more 
or  less  to  the  Education  Department. 
Now,  was  the  thing  so  hopeless  that  they 
were  driven  to  vote  against  this  Resolu- 
tion?  Could  th^  not  have  a  guarantee 
which  would  fix  the  Government  to  an 
engagement  to  complete  the  scheme? 
If  so,  hon.  Members  could  go  to  their 
constituents  and  say  this  was  only  a  par- 
tial Measure,  and  standing  by  itself  it 
was  unjust — \OppoBition  laughUr\ — ^but 
it  necessarily  came  to  an  end  in  a  limited 
time,  and  then  they  would  find  a  com- 
plete programme  fulfilled.    The  Bill  pro- 
posed to  authorise  the  expenditure  of 
money  in  aid  of  Voluntary  Schools.  Why 
not  insert  the  words  "  during  the  year 
ending  March  31, 1898."   If  those  words 
were  inserted  it  would  give  the  Goverp- 
ment  a  whole  year  to  see  something  of 
the  working  of  this  complex  scheme,  and 
if  they  gave  the  guarantee  they  had 
mentioned  the  Government  would  not  be 
able   to   come  next  Session  and  say, 
"  We  are  too   busy   to   take  up  and 
complete  the  sdieme."   ["  Hear,  hear  !"j 
Constituents  were  prone  to  be  suspicious. 
If  the  Govmmient  would  give  some 


guarantee  binding  them  next  year  at  the 
latest  to  complete  their  plan.  Members 
would  not  feel  the  same  trepidation. 
But,  if  the  subject  was  to  remain  as  it  had 
been  introduced  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Hoiise,  he  thought,  could 
not  rest  satisfied.  It  was  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  determine  in  what  temper  they 
should  proceed,  and  he  ui^^  upon 
Ministers  the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing promptly,  wluoh  would  free  some 
of  their  aupportov  horn  great  embarrass 
ment  and  themselvM  from  some  su^ 
picion.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 

Mr.  C.  a.  CRIPPS  (Gloucester,  Stroud) 
cordially  enipported  the  proposals  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  He  did  so 
on  the  groxmd  that  matters  of  this  kind 
should  be  regarded  the  point  of 

view  of  the  interests  of  our  educational 
system.  The  test  was  this — ^Wwe  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  likely  to 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  educa- 
tional system  of  this  ooun^?  If  that 
teat  were  applied,  he  thought  it  would 
be  found  that  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  were  such  as  would  certainly 
be  for  the  benefit  of  our  educational 
system,  as  including  both  Board  Schools 
and  Voluntaiy  or  Denominational 
Schools.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Rotherham  had  gone  into  the  question  of 
breach  of  promise,  as  he  called  it,  and 
had  attempted  to  show  that  as  between 
various  towns  or  boroughs  the  scheme 
of  the  Government  might  act  inequitably 
and  unfuriy.  But  neither  of  these  cen- 
sures really  went  to'  the  root  of  these 
proposals.  What  they  had  to  consider 
was  not  whether  certain  Members  had 
made  certain  promises  in  the  past  with 
regard  to  our  educational  system.  They 
were  not  to  be  guided  by  the  rival  in- 
terests of  Members  representing  town  or 
country  districts.  They  had  to  take  a 
widef  view,  and  to  ask  themselves  whether 
these  proposals  were  likely  to  improve 
the  educational  system  of  the  country.  In 
his  opinion,  the  Government,  by  limiting 
their  proposals  for  this  Session  within 
the  smallest  possible  scope,  had  adopted 
the  beet  means  to  initiate  a  reform  which, 
in  its  ultimate  results,  would  certainly 
benefit  both  the  Voluntary  Schools  and 
the  necessitous  Board  Schools.  A 
Measure  like  this  was  undoubtedly  neces- 
sary as  a  temporary  palliative,  but  there 
was  no  doubt  that  in  the  final  settle- 
ment of  this  education  question,  every 


Digitized  by 


975       Voluntary  SeJiools  {0OMM0NB[  (Aid  Grant,  Etc.).  976 


school  in  the  country  must  be  treated  in 
the  same  way,  whether  Voluntary  or 
necessitous  Board  Schools,  whether  de- 
nominational or  undenominational.  But 
at  the  present  time  the  pinch  was  felt  in 
connection,  with  the  support  of  our  Volun- 
tary Schools,  and  it  was  good  statesman- 
ship to  introduce  a  Measure  which  dealt 
in  tiie  first  place  with  the  imm^diatte  diffi- 
culty, with  that  which  was  known  as  the 
intolerable  strain  affecting  the  denominap 
tional  and  Volxmtary  Schools  of  this 
country.  He  admitted  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  could  always  bring  to  bear 
criticism  of  the  following  kind.  If  the 
scheme  was  too  large  then  the  Govern- 
ment could  be  taunted  with  the  impos- 
sibility of  carrying  it  within  the  limited 
time  at  their  disposal ;  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  scheme  was  limited  in  scope, 
the  Bi^gestion  could  be  made  that  it 
Ought  not  to  pass  because,  forsooth,  it 
did  not  deal  with  other  matt^  of  great 
complexity.  He  agreed  most  fully  with 
what  had  been  said  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  that  one  could  not  regard 
the  educational  system  of  this  country 
from  a  merely  theoretical  and  abstract 
point  of  view.  One  must  consider  it  his- 
torically, and  in  connection  with  what 
had  been  done  in  the  past,  particularly 
since  the  Act  of  1870.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  country  at  large  wwe 
ripe  for  such  a  revolution  in  our  eduoar 
tional  system  as  would  upset  or  put  on 
one  side  the  settlement  of  1870.  He 
held  that  the  settlement  of  1870  ought 
to  be  supported,  because  that  settlement, 
as  explained  by  its  great  author,  the  late 
Mr.  Forster,  was  intended  to  preserve 
denominational  and  undenominational 
schools  side  by  side,  so  that  the  friends 
of  each  system  might  be  satisfied.  In 
connection  with  that  settlement  it  was 
very  essential  to  consider  the  question  of 
local  manag^ent.  The  distinction 
drawn  in  that  matter  the  Act  of  1870 
was  rightly  drawn,  and  had  worked  ad- 
mirably. So  far  as  State  aid  was  given 
— and  a  large  measure  of  State  aid  had 
been  given  ever  since  1870 — Parliament 
was  satisfied  that  the  funds  were  pro- 
vided and  used  for  the  proper  service 
of  education  by  the  system  of  inspection 
under  the  Central  Department  in  White- 
hall. And  if  on  the  present  occasion 
the  proposal  was  merely  to  give  an  in- 
creased measure  of  the  aid  to  the  Volun- 
tary Schools;  l^ere  was  no  ground  for 
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upsetting  the  settlement  of  the  Act  of 
1870,  or  introducing  any  Measure  of 
local  management  at  all.  The  principle 
adopted  in  1870  ought  to  be  carefvUly 
preserved,  there  being  no  reason  why 
they  should  rely  on  local  control  instead 
of  on  the  control  of  the  central  manage- 
ment, exercised  through  tJie  inspectors 
sent  down  from  Whit^aQ.  Where  Far- 
liunent  granted  money  it  had  a  right  to 
exercise  control  in  onier  to  make  sure 
that  that  money  was  rightly  expended. 
Where  money  was  given  by  the  State 
the  State  must  see  that  that  money  was 
properly  expended  under  a  proper  system 
of  inspection.  But  where  money  was 
provided  out  of  rates,  and  where  as  in- 
cidental to  that  there  was  local  control — 
where  assistance  was  givea  to  our  Volun- 
tary Schools  out  of  the  rates — ^fuU  control 
in  respect  of  that  expenditure  ought  to 
be  given  to  the  ratepayers.  One  of  the 
reasons  wl^  he  supported  the  proposal 
of  the  Government  was  that  it  was  a 
proposal  based  on  the  principle  of  State 
aid,  and  that  if  they  applied  that  prin- 
ciple to  our  Voluntary  Schools  they  must 
apply  it  also  hereafter  to  the  necessitous 
Board  Schools.  When  they  should  haro 
developed  the  whole  system  they  must 
give  the  same  measure  of  State  aid  w 
all  schools.  In  order  to  bring  about 
ultimately  a  great  reform  of  that  kind 
it  was  a  wise  policy  to  introduce  it  in 
compartments,  and  to  take  the  first  step 
where  the  necessity  was  greatest,  fud 
our  Voluntary  and  Denominational 
Schools  were  those  which  now  needed 
help  most.  Why  was  it  that  the  Volun- 
tary and  Denominational  Schools  wanted 
some  additional  and  special  aid?  This 
point,  he  thought,  was  only  half  und^ 
stood.  There  were  three  causes  which 
were  operating  and  making  it  necessary 
to  rdieve  the  Denominational  or  Volun- 
tary Schools.  Th^  had  in  the  first 
place  to  consider  that  the  expense  ctf 
education  in  this  country,  whether  in 
Board  Schools  or  Volimtary  districts,  had 
been  very  largely  increased  by  the  re- 
quirements of  Parliament — ^he  meant  the 
code  requirements  which  were  framed  by 
the  Education  Department,  and  which 
were  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House. 
If  Parliament  required  a  larger  expendi- 
ture on  our  national  primary  edu<»tioii, 
Parliament,  in  the  first  place,  oi^ht  to 
find  the  necessuy  funds  and  means.  That 
was  the  principle  which  th^  were  reoog- 
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niung  that  night.  Voluntaiy  Sohooln 
had  suffered  b«;auB6  Paiiifuuent  had  de- 
manded that  the  expenditure  on  primary 
education  should  be  lazgely  increaaed. 
The  House  was  merdy  reoogniaii^  in 
this  Measure  what  was  in  its^f  a  Measure 
of  Justice — namely,  that  Parliament, 
which  had  imposed  this  expenditure, 
should  find  the  money  in  connection  with 
the  primary  education  of  their  Voluntary 
Schools.  The  second  cause  had  been  re- 
fmed  to — that  of  free  education.  He 
fdt  stoongly  that  there  was  a  special 
case  as  regarded  Voluntary  Schools  in 
connection  with  some  of  the  large  towns, 
and  particularly  the  large  towns  of  Lan- 
cashire. The  effect  of  free  education,  or 
the  measures  connected  wil^  it,  had  been 
different  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  whereas  in  many  of 
their  country  districts  free  education 
operated  so  as  to  relieve  the  pressure  on 
Voluntary  Schools,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
the  larger  towns,  particularly  in  the 
Manchester  district,  the  measure  of  re- 
lief given  by  Parliament  had  been 
nothing  like  sufficient  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  from  the  absence  of  school 
paymoits.  It  was  Uierefore  only  fair, 
right,  and  just  that  there  should  be  W)me 
system  of  discrimination  by  which,  if  they 
looked  to  the  reality  of  things,  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  in  the  various  districts 
shotdd  be  helped  somewhat  in  the  same 
manner.  Something  had  been  said  as  to 
what  had  been  called  the  competition  of 
the  School  Board  in  the  School  Board 
districts.  He  did  not  speak  with  any 
feeling  of  hostility  to  the  School  Board 
system  in  this  countxy ;  oa  the  contrary, 
he  believed  that  it  was  as  necessary  to 
have  a  School  Boanl  system  as  to  pre- 
serve the  Voluntary  and  Denominational 
system  ;  but  he  thought  that  this  ques- 
tion of  competition  had  been  somewhat 
misunderstood.  He  did  not  object  to  a 
fair  competition,  but  to  a  competition 
levelled  at  supplanting  a  rival.  He  did 
not  think  that  what  the  Boards  had  done 
was  to  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  School 
Boards.  He  thought  the  fault  was  due 
to  Parliament,  because  it  had  hitherto  re- 
fused to  draw  a  right  limitation  as  be- 
tween primary  and  secondary  education. 
How  could  Parliament  expect  that  these 
School  Boards  should  know  tiie  limits  of 
their  power  without  some  guidance  was 
given  to  them      Parliament  itself  1  If 


they  were  to  lay  down  the  true  limita- 
tion between  primary  and  secondary 
education,  to  bring  forward  a  system  of 
secondary  education,  and  keep  within  its 
due  limits  the  Bystem  of  primary  eduoar 
tion,  then  thu  so-called  competition 
would  not  exist,  or  at  any  rate  it  would 
be  a  fair  and  proper  one.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  had 
started  from  the  proper  point  because  it 
had  recognised  that  assistance  in  con- 
nection with  oiur  national  education 
should  be  given  from  the  National  Ex- 
chequer. It  had  recognised  that  this 
was  an  Imperial  or  National  matter 
rather  than  a  local  one.  It  might  be 
true,  as  had  been  urged  by  the  r^t  hon. 
Membw  for  Bodmin,  that  in  future  the 
rates  may  be  spread  over  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  property  than  at  present;  but 
what  can  be  more  unjust  at  present  than 
to  throw  tiie  cost  of  our  national  pri- 
mary education  on  a  portion  which  re- 
presented about  a  half  of  the  property 
of  the  country  I  If,  however,  the  ex- 
pense of  education  w»^  thrown  on  the 
Exchequra*,  it  was  fairly  spread  over  all 
the  property  of  the  country;  if  they 
threw  additional  exp«iditure  on  the  rates 
it  was  borne  by  a  portion  only  of  the 
property  in  the  country,  and  borne  in 
such  a  way  that  the  poorest  districts 
must  always  suffer  most.  He  hoped  that 
consideration  would  be  borne  in  mind  in 
dealing  with  the  present  proposal,  be- 
cause if  the  right  hon.  M&mbCT  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean,  for  example,  desired  that 
the  Measure  should  be  extended  to  neces- 
sitous school^  then  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  support  the  preset  pro- 
posal of  the  Government,  because  by  no 
other  mams  could  r^ef  be  given.  In 
any  educational  reform  they  ought  to 
take  care  that  the  poorer  districts  were 
Seated  as  well  as  the  richer  districts. 
He  admitted  that  at  the  present  time  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  deal  with  the 
question,  of  discrimination  in  distribut- 
ing the  58.  grant  as  betwew  the  Volun* 
tary  Schools  in  the  country ;  but  he 
thought  the  principle  was  right.  He 
thought  that  assistance  ou^t  to  be 
given  where  it  was  most  wanted.  He 
hoped  that  when  the  House  came  to  con- 
sider these  Resolutions  later  it  would  be 
acknowledged  that  this  at  any  rate  was 
the  first  necessary  step.  It  might  also 
realise  that  if  a  lai^:er  Measure  had  been 
introduced  it  wouM  only  have  been 
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brought  in  witb  the  liability  of  failure 
attached  to  it.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  had  introduced  a  Keasure 
which  was  just,  right,  and  equitable  as 
far  as  it  went.  It  was  founded  on  the 
true  basis  upon  which  further  Measurra 
ought  to  be  introduced,  whether  th^  re- 
ferred to  necesaitoua  Board  Schools  or  to 
all  the  Board  Schook  in  the  Tarious  dis- 
tricts  of  the  country. 

Mb.  CHARLES  MORLEY  (Brecknock) 
said  that  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  met  with  resolute  opposi- 
tion. What  was  the  real  object  of  the 
Government  I  They  were  proposing  to 
make  a  grant  of  public  money  to  a  par- 
ticular class  of  schools — for  what  object  J 
Were  they  anxious  merely  to  promote 
efficiency  of  education,  or  did  they  seek 
to  increase  and  ezt«Ld<  the  teaclung  of 
theological  and  ecdesiasUcal  dogma  in 
our  public  Elementary  Schools)  If  their 
object  was  the  first  it  would  be  easy  for 
them  to  insert  some  provision  by  which 
it  would  be  made  clear  that  this  money 
was  to  be  applied,  not  in  saving  the  sensi- 
tive pockets  of  clerical  supporters  of 
Church  Schools,  but  in  promoting  the 
efficiency  of  education  which  those 
schools  provided.  The  House  had  been 
told  that  Voluntary  Schools  were  in 
danger  of  extinction  ;  was  that  the  real 
opinion  of  the  Government?  He  believed 
it  was  not  the  opinion  of  many  of  them. 
In  the  Wineteentk  Century  of  November 
last,  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
stated  that  in  the  country  districts,  at  all 
events,  the  Voluntary  Schools,  were  in  no 
danger  of  extinction.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  last  May  stated  that  the 
right  principle  was  to  keep  the 
Voluntary  Schools  on  their  legs. 
It  appeared  that  one  reason  why  the 
right  hon.  Gentlenuui  had  changed  his 
mind  and  no  longer  wished  to  extinguish 
Voluntary  Schools  was  that  he  found  they 
could  not  be  extinguished.  But  if  that 
was  so,  why  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say,  in  the  course  of  the  same 
speech,  that  the  Voluntary  Schools  were 
being  extinguished  by  unfair  competi- 
tion? The  right  hon.  Gentleman  talked 
about  "  rooting  up  "  the  system  of  Volun- 
tary Schools.  No  doubt  there  was  a 
good  Radical  ring  about  the  expression 
which  reminded  one  of  other  days ;  but 
who  proposed  to  root  up  the  Voluntary 
School  system  t  No  one,  he  believed.  It 
was  quite  \xraib  the  country  recognised 
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who  in  this  matter  were  the  attacking 
party  and  who  attacked.  It  was  the 
Board  School  system  which  was  being 
attacked,  and  not  the  Voluntary  Schools^ 
and  it  was  the  present  Government  who 
were  making  the  attack.  They  were  now 
proposing  a  fresh,  departure  from  the 
settlement  of  1870,  which  laid  down 
equality  of  treatment  for  all  classes  of 
schools  alike.  The  Leader  of  the  House 
had  acknowledged  the  enormous  pressure 
to  which  ratepayers  of  places  like  Rom- 
ford and  Walthamstow  and  West  Ham 
were  subjected,  but  the  result  of  the  pro- 
posals before  the  Committee  would  be 
that  the  districts  named  would  hare  to 
support  tlieir  own  schools  at  great  sacri- 
fice to  themselves,  and  would  b^  com- 
pelled to  contribute  to  other  schools 
where  there  was  no  School  Board  rate  at 
all.  He  repr^ented  a  county  of  ^lich 
the  laige  proportion  of  population  wore 
Nonconformists,  and  the  amount  of  ii>- 
justice  which  they  now  suffered  would 
be  largely  increased  if  these  proposals 
were  carried  out.  Nonconformists  were 
excluded  not  only  from  the  management, 
but  also  from  the  teaching  staff  of  more 
than  half  of  the  public  Elementary 
Schools  of  the  country.  In  many  places 
children  of  Nonconformists  were  being 
compulsorily  educated  in  Church  Schools. 
In  other  words,  parents  were  forced  to 
forego  what  Lord  Salisbury  had  referred 
to  as  an  inalienable  right- — ^the  right  of 
the  parent  to  hare  his  child  taught  his 
own  religion.  Another  hardship  in  con- 
nection with  this  allocation  of  public 
money  was  that  while  the  money  was 
drawn  from  taxpayers  of  all  shades  of 
religious  opinion,  it  was  to  be  given  to 
schools  which,  while  puUic  in  name,  were 
under  private  management,  and  which 
were  retained  for  the  most  part  for  the 
propagation  of  dogmas  of  one  Church 
only.  He  contended  that  Uiere  was  no 
justice  in  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  was  certain  they  would  not 
carry  with  them  the  approval  of  the 
country  in  general.  It  was  the  earnest 
desire  of  many  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  to  retain  religious  in- 
struction in  our  Public  Elementary 
Schools ;  but  he  warned  the  Committee 
that  if  the  proposals  of  the  Govemment 
were  carried,  it  would  inevitably  tend  to 
hasten  the  day  when  religious  instruction 
would  no  longer  be  re^irded  as  one  of 
the  duties  of  the  State  as  Schoolmaster. 
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the  malcontents  hist  year,  the  only  one 
on  the  Mmiaterial  side  except  the  Mem- 
her  for  South-West   Ham   who  voted 
against  the  Bill,  wished  to  say  that  he 
heliered  the  majority  of  his  constituentB 
would  gratefully  accept  the  proposals  of 
the  First  Ixird  of  the  Treasury,  and  he 
should  support  the  Bill.    He  was  glad 
the  Government  had  not  included  in  the 
Measure  the  proposal  made  last  year  of 
raising  the  age  of  compukory  attendance 
of  agricultural  labourers'  children  from 
U  to  12.   He  was  glad  also  they  had  de- 
cided not  to  be  seduced  by  the  Church 
Committee  or  the  Convocation  of  Bishops 
sitting  at  the  Church  House  in  DeanV 
yard  into  giving  rate  aid  to  Voluntary 
Schoola    If  the  Government  had  not 
dropped  that  idea,  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts would  have  dropped  them  at  the 
next   General    EUection.     \0ppo8ition  j 
cheers.]     He   thought,   however,    the  | 
teachers  ought  to  have  got  something  { 
in  the  shape  of  security  of  tenure.  The 
money  to  be  voted  should  be,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  earmarked  both  for  appara- 
tus and  for  extra  pay  to  the  teachers. 
[Opposition  cheers.]    He  had  a  resolu- 
tion in  his  pocket  from  an  important 
body  of  his  constituents,  in  which  they 
objected    to    relief  not  being  given  to 
Board    Schools  and  Voluntary  Schools 
alike.    He  held  that  the  money  should 
be  paid  to  both  alike,  and  should  come 


in  the  interests  of  the  Voluntary  Schools 
and  op^ted  most  unjustly  against  Non- 
conformists. That  effect  had  been  anti- 
cipated. Mr.  Bright  protested  against 
that  Act,  which  he  said  encouraged  de- 
nominational education  and  only  estab- 
lished Board  Schools  where  such  educa- 
tion was  impossible.  In  1872  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham  said 
that  the  Act  was 

"  bad  in  principle,  made  worse  in  practice, 
and  remained  a  monument  of  the  ingratitude 
of  a  Liberal  Government  and  an  intolmble 
injustice  to  NoQConformjjitB." 

There  was  a  significant  passage  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Foreter  bearing  on  the 
unacceptability  of  the  Act  of  1870  to 
Nonconformists.  Mr.  Forster  had  pro- 
tested agaimit  some  concessions  in  the 
interests  of  Voluntary  Schools  and 
against  those  of  the  Dissenters,  and  Lord 
Ripon  wrote  to  him  :— 

"  Your  bosineBS  and  mine  is  nmply  to  try 
and  get  the  Bill  tbrongh.  If  Ola^tone  pre- 
fers to  carry  it  with  the  aid  of  the  Toriea 
rather  than  by  conciliating  the  bulk  of  Liberal 
opinion  that  is  his  affair,  and  not  ours,  and 
we  must  let  him  do  what  be  likes." 

Great  changes  had  taken  place  since 
1870.  Then  there  were  only  6,000 
Church  Schools;  now  there  were  12,000. 
That  extension  of  the  volimtary  system 


out  of  one  Imperial   fund.    [Cheers.]  \  was  foresee  hy  the  right  hon.  Member 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  House  promised,  indeed,  a  supple- 
mentaiy  BiU  "  if  time  permits."  It  lay 
entirely  with  the  Government  to  say 
whether  time  should  permit  or  not.  If 
the  Government  would  only  limit  the 
exuberant  rhetoric  of  hon.  Gentlemen 

on  both  sides — [lauffhter] — there  would   There  were  districts  m 
be  ample  time,  and  so  everybody  would  f  with  a  population  of  no 


for  West  Birmii^ham,  who  in  1872  said, 

""So  School  Boards  could  be  established 
und^  the  Act  in  those  parishes,  and  Dissenters 
must  accept  in  the  education  of  their  children 
such  protection  as  the  conscience  clause 
afforded." 


be  satisfied. 

*Mr.  R.  W.  PERES  (Lincolnshire, 
Louth)  said  he  was  not  suriHrised  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  received  a  resolu- 
tion from  his  constituents  disapproving 
of  these  proposals.  Before  long  Mem- 
bers who  represented  Nonconformist 
constituencies  would  have  so  many  of 
these  resolutions  that  they  would  have 
to  increase  the  size  of  their  pockets  to 
bold  them  all.  The  BiU  would  meet 
with  resolute  opposition  from  Noncon- 
formists all  over  the  country.  They 
were  deeply  dissatisfied  with  the  working 

VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  sbribs.] 


this  country 
less  than 

9,000,000,  where  parents  had  no  choice 
of  schools  at  all.  Dissenters  must  send 
their  children  to  the  Anglican  Schools, 
conducted  under  the  management  of  the 
parsons.  It  was  sud  that  the  Volimtary 
Schools  were  popular.  In  40  towns 
situated  in  26  different  counties,  the 
Church  SchoolB  six  years  educated 
21,387  children,  while  the  Board  Schools 
educated  27,706.  These  were  towns 
where  there  was  only  a  Board  and 
a  Church  school  side  by  side.  To- 
day the  figures  were  21,934  for  the 
Voluntary  Schools,  and  40,872  in  the 
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Board  Schools.  That  shoved  the  result 
where  the  parents  had  a  choice.  The 
Bishops  did  not  believe  that  the  scfaoola 
were  so  popular,  because  one  of  the  main 
arguments  used  by  the  At;chbt8hop  of 
Ganterbuty  at  Convocation  in  November 
last  against  rate  aid  was  that  it  would 
bring  with  it  popular  control.  A  year 
ago  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  justi- 
fted  his  changed  attitude  by  saying  that 
the  Voluntary  Schools  had  seized  hold 
upon  the  popular  imagination.  What 
they  were  attempting  to  do  was  to  seize 
hold  upon  the  popular  purse.  Another 
great  change  which  had  come  over  them 
was  that  th^  were  no  longer  Voluntary 
in  the  same  d^rree  as  they  were 
25  years  ago.  The  total  cost  of 
the  Anglican  Schools  was  £3,600,000 ; 
but  the  Voluntary  subscriptions  were 
only  £640,000.  That  proportion  was 
not  large  enough  to  justify  resistance  to 
popular  control.  To-night,  as  with  the  Bill 
of  last  year,  Member  after  Member  had 
said  that  he  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill  while 
objecting  to  details.  One  of  the  great 
grievances  of  Nonconformists  was  that 
while  out  of  1,800,000  children  in  the 
Church  Schools,  750,000,  at  leut,  were 
Nonconformists;  the  parents  of  those 
children  had  no  voice  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  schools,  and  their  children 
were  excluded  from  the  teaching  pro- 
fession. Yet  the  House  was  asked  to 
vote  this  additional  money  to  sectarian 
schools,  without  any  guarantee  for  the 
protection  of  the  Nonconformist  chil- 
dren. In  some  towns  there  were  none 
but  Bectarioji  schools;  and  as  long  as 
any  denomination  offered  to  supply 
deficiencies,  it  was  impossible  to  erect 
a  Board  Sdiool.  Next  to  the  Church  of 
England  the  largest  rel^ous  community 
was  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  body ;  and 
th^  hal  completely  turned  round  within 
the  last  few  years  in  regard  to  their 
education  policy.  In  1870,  when  the 
Board  School  system  was  established 
they  were  unfortunately  sitting  on  the 
fence.  They  supported  a  system  of  main- 
taining School  Boards  alongside  of  Volun- 
tary Schools.  But  they  had  entirely 
departed  from  that  attitude;  and  the 
strongest  resolutions  against  the  policy 
of  the  Govmiment  had  come  from  that 
Church  which  used  to  be  considered 
somewhat  Conservative.  The  Committee 
had  been  told  that  this  increased  grant 
would  be  distributed  from  headquarters 

Mr.  R.  W.  Perka. 


but  with  the  advice  of  local  associations, 
which,  of  course,  would  be  clerical 
araemblies.  The  Government  were  iuh 
doubtedly  to  be  congratulated  on 
havii^  rejected  some  of  the  most  vehe* 
mently  worded  resolutions  of  the  Churdi 
Conference  last  November ;  but  their 
adoption  of  this  system  of  federated  asso- 
ciations showed  that  they  had  not  com- 
pletely shaken  off  their  clerical  advisers. 
He  should  hke  to  know  whether  the 
extra  grant  was  to  be  given  to  schools 
which  were  not  free  schools,  and  bo  be 
used  for  bolstering  up  those  numerous 
schools  in  which  free  education  was  not 
given.  Th^  could  not  forget  that  the 
Prime  Minister  had  said  that  a  vigorous 
effort  must  be  made  to  capture  the  Board 
Schools  in  the  interest  of  the  Church  of 
England ;  and  as  this  Measure  was  ob- 
viously intended  to  strengthen  that 
Church  in  the  rural  districts,  as  it  had 
been  shaped  largely  by  the  clerical  sup- 
porters of  the  Grovernment,  and  as  it 
mode  no  attempt  to  remedy  the  griev- 
ances under  which  School  Boards  in 
necessitous  districts  laboured,  he  trusted 
that  the  House — supported  by  the  Non- 
conformists, by  all  lovers  of  the  Scho<jl 
Board  ^tem  of  education,  and  he  would 
add  by  evary  lover  of  fair  play — would 
earnestly  and  resolutely  oppose  the 
Measure.  \Chur».'\ 

On  the  return  of  the  Chairican  or 
Wat3  and  MiANS,  after  the  usual 
interval^ 

Mb.  6.  C.  T.  BARTLET  (Islington,N.) 
said  that  as  one  who  had  been  a  strong 
advocate  of  Voluntary  or  denominational 
Schools  he  acknowledged  that  the  grant 
of  £616,500  towards  the  maintenance 
of  those  schools  wotdd  be  of  immense 
benefit  to  them  at  the  ]H«sent  time  when 
he  knew  that  they  were  in  a  position  of 
great  financial  difficulty.  No  one  could 
doubt  that  the  grant  would  be  a  -v&j 
great  advantage  to  them  in  a  pecnniaiy 
sense.  As  far  as  this  Bill  went  hon. 
Members  must  be  satisfied  that  a  great 
effort  had  been  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  place  these  schools 
upon  a  more  sound  financial  basis  than 
they  had  hitherto  occupied.  It  was 
necessary,  however,  to  look  a  little  deepo- 
into  the  matto:  than  the  mere  pecuniary 
advant^^  which  these  schwla  would 
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obtain  under  the  Bill.  They  were  bound 
to  consider  not  only  the  immediate  bene- 
fit to  the  schools  which  would  flow  from 
this  Bill,  but  whether  this  lai^e  grant 
would  afford  a  real  solution  of  the  pro- 
blem before  them,  and  whether  it  would 
place  denominational  schools  upon  a 
permanent  financial  basis.  He  should 
like  hon.  Members  to  look  at  this  ques- 
tion from  one  or  two  aspects.  In  the 
first  place  would  this  grant  place  the 
Voluntary  Schools  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  Board  Schools.  He  thought 
that  that  was  a  very  reasonable  question 
to  be  asked.  Ths  relative  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  two  classes  of  schools 
had  been  gone  into  very  fairly  in  the 
Report  of  the  Education  Department. 
He  would  not  trouble  the  House  with  the 
details  but  this  Report  showed  clearly 
that  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  the 
Board  Schools  was  lOs.  2d.  per  head 
while  that  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  was 
only  £1  18s.  ll^d.  per  head.  Even 
adding  this  large  sum  of  Ss.  per  head  to 
be  given  by  the  grant  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance of  the  Voluntary  Schools  would 
be  far  less  than  that  of  the  Board 
Schools.  Therefore,  even  this  large  grant 
would  not  place  the  Voluntary  Schools 
and  the  Board  Schools  upon  an  equal 
financial  footing  in  the  country  districts, 
while  the  discrepancy  between  them 
would  be  far  lai^er  in  London.  The 
second  question  he  desired  to  ask  was 
whether  this  grant  would  put  a  stop  to 
the  rivalry  in  expenditure  that  now 
existed-  between  the  Board  and  the  Volun- 
tary Schools!  It  was  well  known  that 
for  many  years  there  had  been  a  sort 
of  rivalry  in  expenditure  going  on  between 
the  two  sets  of  schools.  He  did  not  say 
that  that  rivaUy  was  altogether  an  evil 
because  it  tended  to  make  the  schools 
better  and  more  efficient,  but  there 
could  be  no  doxibt  that  this  expen- 
diture was  being  continually  increased. 
Would  the  proposal  to  give  Ss.  per  head 
tend  to  decrease  or  increase  this  competi- 
tion? In  his  opinion  it  would  have  a 
very  strong  tendency  to  egg  on  the  ex- 
penditure of  Boiud  Schools,  who  would 
feel  for  the  moment  they  were  placed  in 
a  somewhat  unfair  position,  and  not  at 
all  contribute  to  a  sounder  system  of 
education  or  destroy  the  rivalry  between 
the  two  sets  of  schools.  The  increase  in 
the  rates  per  scholar  last  year  was  Is.  4d. 
If  that  rate  of  increase  only  went  on  for 


three  or  four  years,  this  lai^  grant 
would  soon  be  alraorbed.  There  was, 
therefore,  not  much  of  a  permanent 
oharactw  about  this  legislation.  There 
was  a  third  point  worthy  of  considera- 
tion— ^Would  this  proposal  tend  to  edu- 
cation^ peace  or  educational  war?  To 
his  mind  one  of  thet  igreat  essential 
characteristicB  of  the  successful  promo- 
tion of  education  was  that  it  should 
go  on  peaceably  and  with  as  little  as  pos- 
sible Debate  in  this  House,  and  above  all 
things  it  should  be  kept  as  far  as  possible 
from  the  turmoil  of  political  controversy 
and  strife. -He  asked  any  hon.  (Gentleman 
whether  the  proposal  was  likely  to  tend 
to  peace  and  harmony  in  educational 
matters.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  proposal  would  give  the  opprv 
nents  of  the  Government  a  very  good 
rallying  cry.  [OppogUion  cheers.]  It 
seemed  to  him  it  woidd  tend  in  every 
possible  way  to  foment  in  each  district 
an  agitation  which  before  long  would 
become  very  serious ;  the  Government 
were  in  fact  giving  their  opponents  a 
very  useful  political  ciy.  He  could  not 
for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  sugges- 
tion as  to  the  association  of  sohoote 
would  last  even  through  the  Committee 
stage.  [Renewed  Opposition  cheers.]  If 
the  Eklucation  Department  had  to  decide 
between  the  rival  claims  of  different  dis- 
tricts and  schools  as  to  whether  the  one 
or  the  other  should  have  3s.,  Is.,  5s.,  Gs., 
or  what  not,  they  would  lay  themselves 
open  to  abuse  and  to  every  possible  sug- 
gestion of  corruption.  The  Department 
would  be  put  in  an  unfair  position,  ami 
in  his  judgment  such  a  system  as  that 
would  not  be  tolerated  long.  He  re- 
gretted he  had  had  to  make  these 
remarks,  because  he  thought  that  at  the 
present  time  they  had  a  grand  oppoi'- 
tunity.  They  liad  a  large  majority,  and 
they  had  a  mandate  from  the  country 
to  support  the  Voluntary  Schools,  and 
to  permanently  settle  this  great  question. 
That  it  nmst  be  permanently  settled 
was  obvious.  The  Leader  of  the  House 
su^ested  that  there  would  be  another 
Bill.  No  one,  however,  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  House 
would  conceive  it  possible  to  have  two 
Educational  Bills  in  one  Session.  They 
must  consider  this  Bill,  good  or  bad,  ns 
the  work  of  this  Parliament.  It  was  pof^- 
sible  a  Technical  or  a  Secondary  Educa- 
tion Bill  on  a  smaller  scale  might  bo 
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dangled  before  them,  but  still  it  was  im- 
poBsible  to  get  this  Meaaxire  through  the 
House  snfficiently  early  to  enable  them 
to  take  up  another  Bill  dealing  with  the 
same  subject.  It  appeared  to  him  there 
was  a  simple  solution  of  this  great  ques- 
tion. Everything  was  greatly  cheaper 
since  1870.  Since  then  they  had  made 
education  compulsory  and  free,  and  he 
asked  why  could  not  the  State  fix  the 
standard  of  secular  education  it  required 
in  all  children  and  then  fix  the  cost,  to 
be  varied,  of  course  by  Parliament  from 
time  to  time!  Parliament  would  pay 
the  cost  to  Board  and  Voluntary  Schools 
alike,  leaving  the  management,  cost  of 
buildings,  equipment,  and  religious 
teaching  to  the  School  Board  in  School 
Board  districts  and  to  Voluntary  Schools 
an  Voluntary  School  districts.  That 
solution  would  have  all  the  advantage  of 
pennanen<7^,  and  there  would  not  be 
rivalry  betwerai  the  two  sets  of  schools, 
except  friendly  rivalry  to  do  the  best 
they  cou}d  for  each  section  of  the  com- 
munity. The  cost  would  be  very  little 
greater  under  such  a  system  than  under 
the  present  one.  The  First  Lord  pro- 
posed to  grant  £616,000.  The  poor 
Board  Schools  had  a  greater  claim,  which 
would  be  pressed  veiy  strongly  upon  the 
House.  They  would  require  £100,000, 
if  not  more;  and  he  calculated  that  if 
the  whole  cost  of  secular  teaching  were 
put  down  at  35b.  per  head — and  that 
would  be  a  liberal  aJIomuice — ^the  ad- 
ditional cost  to  supplement  the  presmt 
vote  in  the  Estimates  wotild  be  covered 
by  just  a  million  sterling.  That  was  only, 
after  all,  £200,000  or  £300,000,  the  cost 
of  a  gunboat,  in  addition  to  what  we  were 
now  spending  and  proposing  to  spend. 
No  one  could  say  he  had  not  always 
advocated  the  cause  of  elementary  and 
other  education.  Though  not  in  the 
House  at  the  time  he  had  much  to  do 
with  the  Education  Act  of  1870,  and  he 
woidd  be  the  last  to  suggest  that  the 
working  of  that  beneficent  Measure 
should  be  at  all  damaged.  He  had,  how- 
ever, always  held  that  denominational 
schools  w^e  essential,  for  in  his  judg- 
ment education  without  doctrinal  religion 
was  of  little  value.  He  knew  it  was  often 
considered  pretty  much  like  treason  to 
venture  to  differ  from  those  who  were 
supposed  to  lead  them.  If  The  Times 
condescended  to  notice  his  remarks  it 
would  possibly  attribute  to  him,  as  it  did 

Mr.  G.  C.  T.  BartUy. 


to  the  hon.  Membea*  for  Cardiff  in  respect 
to  the  South  Africa  Committee,  personal 
motives  in  making  these  remarks.  He 
had  no  such  motives.  During  the  many 
years  he  had  been  interested  in  social 
and  educational  questions  he  bad 
been  a  great  believer  in  a  sound  and 
|K>pular  system  of  education.  Ho 
wished  to  see  those  who  preferred 
a  non-denominational  system  have 
what  th^  desired  just  as  he  would 
provide  a  denominational  eiyBtem  of  edu- 
cation for  those  who  wished  to  have  it. 
They  were  bound  to  promote  any 
national  system  that  would  advance  those 
interests.  In  his  judgment,  to  put  any- 
thing in  this  Bill  which  would  suggest 
lanfairness  to  any  one  particidar  class  of 
schools  would  tend  to  sectarian  rivalry 
and  to  retard  the  progress  of  sound  edu- 
cation. ["Hear,  hear!"]  He  believed 
that  even  in  this  Bill,  short  as  it  was,  the 
Government  mi^t  have  dealt  with  the 
question  on  alal^r  basis,  having  regard 
to  the  cost  of  secular  education  as  a 
whole,  and  he  repeated  that  from  this 
point  of  view  he  thought  the  proMem 
might  have  been  solved.  But  he  feared 
that  the  scheme  set  forth,  though  by  it 
certain  schools  which  badly  wanted  help 
would  be  assisted,  would  give  an  idea  of 
unfairness  in  regard  to  other  schools ; 
that  it  would  set  up  a  spirit  of  rivalry 
and  antagonism,  an^  that  the  Measure 
to  be  introduced  would  not  tend  ulti- 
mately to  the  firmer  foundation  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools.  [Opposition  cheers.] 
*Mr.  albert  SPICER  (Monmouth 
Boroughs)  said  he  heartily  concurred 
in  the  concluding  remarks  of  the  pre- 
vious speaker.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment had  made  a  great  mistake  in  deal- 
ing with  this  matter  from  the  narrow 
standpoint  they  had  taken  up,  especially 
because,  represmting  as  they  did,  all 
shades  of  ecclesiastical  opinion,  they  had 
peculiar  advantages  in  dealing  with  it, 
and  an  opportunity  of  recognising  what 
was  fair  and  just  to  each  section.  The 
Measure,  however,  was  drafted  in  a  way 
which  was  most  unfair  and  unjust  to  all 
free  Churchmen.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  In 
the  Debate  of  last  Session  the  Noncon- 
formists, or  political  Nonconformists,  as 
they  were  termed,  were  twitted  by  a 
noble  Lord  on  the  front  Bench  with  hav- 
ing prevented,  through  their  intolerance, 
a  solution,  of  thia  queetion.  That  was 
not  true.  The  name  "  Political  Noncon- 
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fonuists  "  was  simply  used,  they  knew,  as 
ii  term  of  opprobrium,  bub  after  all 
Political  Nonconformists  were  simply 
Nonconformists  who  were  really  in 
earnest  and  believed  implicitly  in  their 
principles.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "]  At  any 
rate,  they  had  a  right  to  fair  treatment 
in  this  matter.  Free  Churchmen,  and  he 
spoke  as  one,  had  shown  their  interest 
in  the  work  of  definite  relip:iouB  educa- 
tion, and  it  was  proved  by  this  fact  that 
to-day  they  had  a  larger  number  of 
scholars  and  teachers  in  their  Sunday 
schools  than  the  Church  of  England. 
Free  Churchmen  were  not  responsible  for 
the  present  difficulty.  It  had  even  been 
said  that  the  eiiisting  School  Board 
systMn  of  education  was  conducted  in 
harmony  wit^  the  ideas  and  wishes  of  the 
NonconformiBts.!  He  d«tied  that  free 
Churchmen  had  anything  to  do  with!  that 
settlement.  The  Cowper-Temple  Clause, 
which,  gave  the  undenominational  charac- 
ter to  the  ActI  of  1870,  was  not  of  tiieir 
creation.  At  that  time,  as  had  already 
been  said  that  evening,  the  Noncon- 
formists were  divided  on  the  question ; 
the  great  Wesleyan  body  were  in  favour  of 
denominational  education,  while  the  Con- 
gref^tionalists,  the  Baptists,  and  other 
bodies  openlj  advocated  that  tiie  State 
should  take  care  of  Becuter  education, 
and  that  all  the  Churches  should  look 
after  religious  education.  That  was  the 
Attitude  assumed,  but  directly  after  the 
Act  was  passed  the  London  School  Board 
was  established,  lUid  they  agreed  that 
there  should  bo  Bible  teaching  in  their 
schools.  Well,  that  course  caught  the 
idea  of  the  country,  and  the  School 
Boards,  with  only  a  few  exceptions, 
followed  it.  That  syst^,  therefore,  was 
not  created  the  Nonconformists ;  it 
was  adopted  because  it  met  the  common 
sense  views  of  the  great  mass  of  those 
who  had  to  do  with  the  Board  Schools. 
The  Nonconformists  had,  indeed,  directly 
suffered  by  the  ^stem.  For  what  was 
the  result  of  it  after  25  years  experience  1 
Why,  that  at  the  present  time  there  were 
8,000  parishes  in  Eng^d  in  which  the 
only  schoolB  were  those  connected  with 
the  Established  Church.  The  direct  effect 
of  this  was  that  in  any  of  those  parishes 
where  there  was  an  intolerant  Clwgyman, 
or  wh^e  strong  Church  views  were  held, 
the  Nonconformist  children  attending 


them — there  was  no  other  school  avail- 
able for  them — were  under  a  certain 
stigma.  \Cheers,  and  Ministerial  cries 
of  "  No,  no  1 "]  Hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite exclaimed  "  No,"  but  he  knew  that 
it  was  so  in.  many  cases.  It  might  be 
said  that  the  people  who  suffered  tmder 
this  state  of  things  should  make  their 
complaints  known ;  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  most  of  the  Nonconformists 
in  such  parishes  were  in  the  employment 
of  the  leading  Churchmen,  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  thus  could  not  complain  or 
seek  protection  tmder  the  Conscience 
Clause  without  making  themselves  ob- 
noxious. He  contended  that  it  was 
grossly  unfair  to  place  Nonconformists 
in  that  position,  which  th^  had  oidured 
in  those  8,000  parishes  for  25  years. 
["Hear,  hear  I"]  A  second  glaring  in- 
justice was  that,  while  only  one-six^  of 
the  cost  of  the  Bo-called  Voluntary  or 
Church  of  England  Schools  was  borne  by 
subscriptions  and  endowments,  the  other 
five-sixths  were  borne  by  the  State,  and 
yet  the  whole  management  of  the  schools 
was  in  the  hands  of  one  party.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  No  fair-minded  man  could  say 
that  that  was  a  right  state  of  things.  A 
third  great  injustice  to  Nonconformists 
was  that  in  the  parishes  to  which  he  had 
referred,  not  a  single  Nonconformist 
young  man  or  woman  was  permitted  to 
enter  the  educational  profession.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  There  ware  many  bright  young 
men  and  women  in  those  parishes — some 
of  them  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Non- 
conformist Ministers — who  would  be  glad 
to  enter  the  profession,  and  who  would 
willingly  and  loyally  serve  the  schools, 
subject  to  a  Conscience  Clause,  but  they 
were  told  that  their  services  were  not  re- 
quired unless  they  gave  up  their  Non- 
conformity. ["  Hear,  hear,"  and  Minis- 
terial cries  of  "Oh,  ohl"]  That  was  no 
less  an  injury  to  education  in  those  dis- 
tricts than  to  the  Nonconformists.  It 
vraa  said  that  they  must  have  definite 
religious  teaching.  He  had  had  some  ex- 
perience of  School  Boards;  he  had 
served  on  one  Board  for  15  years;  and 
on  that  Board  the  Nonconformists  and 
the  Liberals  were  always  in  a  minority, 
yet  they  worked  harmoniously.  All  the 
Volimtary  Schools  in  that  district  were 
handed  over  to  the  Board  by  the 
managers.  The  Board  enlarged  the 
schools  at  the  ratepayers'  expmse,  and 
gave  the  Chnrchmra  the  right  of  using 
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them  twice  a  week  and  on.  Sundays. 
Moreover,  the  Board  gave  thran  the  use 
of  all  the  new  appliances  for  their  own. 
special  work,  and  he  ventured  to  say 
that  there  were  not  ten  men  then  in  that 
district  who  would  desire  to  go  back  to  : 
the  old  syatem.    Yet  this  waa  a  district, 
which,  having  adopted  a  fair  and  reason- 
able system  through  their  representa- 
tives, would  get  nothing  under  this  Bill. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]   That  waa  in  itself  an 
evidence  of  the  injustice  of  the  course 
the  Government  adopted,  for  the  effect 
of  the  proposal  would  be  to  punish  those 
who  had  detmnined  to  wori  loyally  to- 
gether in  the  cause  of  national  educa- 
tion.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]   And  he  believed 
that  in  the  general  experience  concerning 
this  particular  district  was  really  to  be 
found  the  solution  of  the  difficulty  before 
them.  It  waa  said  that  if  they  had  those 
schools   everywhere   controUed,  where 
State-aided  by  popular  representation, 
they  would  incur  «iormous  expense.  But 
let   them   bear   in    mind   that  this 
would  only  be  the  case  if  all  the  exist- 
ing Voluntary  Schools  were  shut  up. 
If  they  could  only  arrange  some  fair 
way  by  "which  they  should  be  transferred 
to  popularly  elected  bodies,   all  these 
questions  would  instantly  pass  away. 
But  it  was  said  that  they  must  have 
definite  religious  education.    How  were 
they  to  get  it?    They  must  bear  in  mind 
in  the  first  place  that  teachers  to  Board 
Schools  and  to  Voluntary  Schools  were  to* 
day  provided  very  lai;gely  from  the  same 
source.    The  Church  Party  had  in  their 
hands  the  great  majority  of  the  training 
institutions  for  the  teachers,  and  any  of 
them  who  had  sat  on  boards  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  they  selected  quite  as 
many  teachers  from  the  Church  train- 
ing   institutions    as    they    did  from 
those     that    were  undenominational. 
He  believed  the  percentage  of  Church 
training  institutions  to  that  of  un- 
denominational  were   something  like 
80  per  cent.    After  idl,  what  did  this 
definite  religious  education  depend  upon? 
It  depended  upon  those  who  are,  after 
all,  in  responsible  charge  of  the  school. 
If  those  in  charge,  whether  in  Voluntary 
Schools  or  in  Board  Schools,  were  in 
sympathy  with  definite  religious  educa- 
tion, the  teachers  selected  would  also  be 
religious  men,  and  i  would  be  men  who 
would  be  in  i^onpathy   with  definite 
religioxis  instruction.  At  the  present  time 
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he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  more 
definite  religious  education  in  Church 
Schools  than  there  waa  in  the  great  mass 
of  Board  Schools.      It  was  not  every 
clergyman  who  conducted  the  religious 
education.    He  was  told  that  in  the  great 
moss  of  schools  their  so-called  doctrinal 
education,  meaning  the  Church  cate- 
chism, was  only  taught  once  a  week,  and 
that  the  rest  of  the  week  it  was  simply 
Bible  teaching,  similar  to  that  conducted 
in  Board  Schools.    It  seemed  to  him 
so  much  cant  waa  talked  on  this  matter 
by  the  so-cidled  upholders  of  the  Volun- 
tary Schools,  who  were  contradicting  in 
their  own  lives  and  in  the  education  they 
themselves  were  giving  their  children 
what  they  claimed  there.    They  took  the 
high   schools,    and   secondary  schools 
which  had  the  system  of  undenomina- 
tional education,  and  yet  they  were 
always  crying  out   for   their  so-called 
definite  doctrinal  education  in  the  educa- 
tion of  those  they  .could  help  to  coutroL 
Let  them  look  at  this  matter  honestly. 
There  were  just  as  many  on  that  side  of 
the  House  interested  in  definite  religious 
education  as  on  the  other  aide,  and  they 
would  not  have  the  Members  of  the 
Grovemment  Party  claiming  that  they 
on  the  Opposition  side  were  against  such 
education.    Let    them    have  religio<is 
education  established  in  conformity  with 
the  wishes  of  the  people  ax  a  whole.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  this  proposal  of  the 
Government  was  not  only  unfair  and 
unjust  to  the  Free  Chiurchmen,  but  it  was 
peculiarly  unfair  fuid  unjust  to  those 
who  had  shown  the  greatest  interest  in 
the  cause  of  education.    After  all,  two- 
thirds  of  the  nation  at  the  present  time 
lived  in  Board  School  Districts.  [Hon. 
Mbmbbbs  :    "  No  ;   four-sevenths !  "J  He 
was   speaking  of  the  population.  The 
people  who  would  pay  this  new  bill  were 
the  general  taxpayers,  and  the  genend 
population  who  were  in  Board  Schools 
were   two-thirds,   or   19,700,000,  and 
one-third,    or    9,200,0()0,    were  in 
Voluntary  Schools.    So  that  the  vwy 
districts  who   would  not  rate  them< 
selves   were   to   be   helped   by  being 
allowed    a   gift,    of    wluch     a  large 
proportion  would  be  paid  by  those  who 
olr^y  paid  a  heavy  shore.    He  ven- 
tured to  predict  that  there  was  no  ques- 
tion that  had  been  brought  before  this 
country  that  was  bo  likely  to  reunite  the 
Free  Churchmen  who  had  been  separated 
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by  Home  Rule  as  the  one  which  had 
been  introduced  that  evening  hj  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  He  should 
giro  his  earnest  oppoution  to  the  Resolu- 
tion. 

Mb.  GEORGE  DIXON  (Birmingham, 
Edgbaston)  said  he  had  noticed  that  the 
greatest  objection  that  had  been  put  for- 
ward to  the  Resolution  was  its  injustice 
and  unfainiese  to  the  poor  Board  Schools 
iu  the  country  districts.  With  all  that 
had  been  said  on  that  subject  he  entirely 
sympathised.  \Oppo^ion  cheert.^  Their 
rase  was  one  of  the  most  unexpected  and 
extraordinary  injustice.  [Opposition 
rheert.]  He  rose  now  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  before  the  Committee  the  case 
of  the  School  Boards  in  the  lai^e  towns, 
which  had  been  scarcely  referred  to.  The 
injustice  and  the  unfairness  there,  in 
some  respects,  were  equally  great,  and  he 
wished  to  point  out  what  were  the  real 
facta  of  the  case.  In  the  6,000  or  8,000 
rural  districts  where  there  were  no  Board 
Schools  at  all,  what  had  been  the  history 
of  their  difficulties  since  the  Act  of  1870 
was  passed?  By  that  Act  they  were 
authorised  to  form  a  Board  ^hool,  and, 
having  done  that,  they  then  had  the 
power  to  levy  a  rate  over  the  district 
which  would  be  sufficient  to  provide  all 
that  was  necessary  for  the  efficient  carry- 
ing on  of  their  schools.  But  what  did 
they  do?  They  refused  to  form  these 
School  Boards  and  to  levy  this  rate,  and 
they  refused  because,  he  would  not  say 
entirety,  but  in  a  very  large  number  of 
these  villages  mainly,  ,they  would  not 
suffer  the  loss  consequent  on  that  rate. 
They  had  gone  on  all  these  years  under 
those  conditions.  The  Government  had 
Iftilgely  increased — ^nay,  doubled — their 
grant,  and,  as  they  had  been  told  very 
properly  that  night,  the  introduction  of 
free  education  added  considerably  to 
their  revenue.  Therefore,  financially, 
their  position  had  been  continually  im- 
proving. ["Hear,  hear  I"]  What  did 
th^  hear  now,  within  the  last  two  years 
especially,  since  the  Unionist  Govern- 
ment had  bad  a  majority  of  160  ? 
[Opposition  cheert.]  The^  had  heard 
that  these  schools  were  in  a  state  of 
financial  decrepitude  so  alarming  that 
unless  something  was  immediately  done 
they  would  find  that  they  would  be  closed 
and  that  an  enormous  expense  conse- 
quent thereon  would  be  thrown  on  the 
rates.    [Cheers.]   He  ssrmpftthiBed  with 


those  Crentlemen  who  said  that  would  not 
be  the  case.  In  his  opinion  it  was  only 
the  assertion  of  people  who  were  entirely 
Oguorant  of  the  case.  [Opposition 
cheers.]  Let  him  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  state  of  the  large 
towns.  He  would  take  the  one  he  lived 
in,  and  of  the  School  Board  of  which  he 
had  been  a  member  since  the  commence- 
ment. What  had  they  done?  Of  course 
they  were  compelled  to  provide  suffi- 
cient accommodation  for  all  those  chil- 
dren who  could  not  find  accommodation 
in  the  existing  schools.  They  had  no 
choice.  They  had  rated  Birmingham  to 
the  extent  of  46s.  per  scholar  in  their 
schools.  They  paid  now — ^the  last  rate 
was— £115,000.  Why  did  they  do  that? 
Because,  in  the  first  place,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  erect  additional  schools,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  because  they  felt  it 
was  their  duty  to  give  to  these  children 
an  education  that  would  be  efficietit  and 
that  would  gain  the  end  the  country  had 
in  view  in  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
1870.  They  were  told  they  had  been 
competing  wiUi  the  denominational 
schools,  as  some  people  said  to  his  utter 
astonishment,  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
the  denominational  schools.  That  was 
utterly  and  entirely  untrue.  [Opposition 
cheers.]  Such  a  thing  had  never  yet 
entered  into  the  mind  of  one  single 
member  of  the  Birmingham  School 
Board,  and  he  did  not  believe  it 
had  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of 
any  member  of  a  School  Board  in, 
any  other  part  of  the  country. 
Whm  the  School  Board  was  formed 
ntore  than  20  years  ago  there  was'  an 
aven^ife  attendance  of  between  16,000 
and  17,000  children  in  Voluntary  Schools, 
and  instead  of  these  schools  having  been 
injured  the  average  attendance  in  Volun- 
tary Schools  was  25,000.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  Knowing  as  he  did  everything 
that  had  been  done  by  the  Birmingham 
Board,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  in  the 
strongest  possible  manner,  ttiat  the 
Board  had  never  done  an3^hing  that  had 
been  to  the  injury  of  a  single  denomina- 
tional school  and  had  always  been  on  the 
most  friendly  terms  with  managers  of 
those  schools.  What  did  this  proposal 
mean?  In  some  6,000  or  8,000  agricul- 
tural parishes  the  population  had  con- 
tinually refused  to  rate  themselves  and 
improve  the  education  given  in  their 
schools,  whereas  in  Birmingham  they  had 
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spent  no  less  than  468.  a  head  for  the 
elementaiy  education  of  their  children. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  proposal 
was  made  to  give  this  large  grant  of  58. 
a  head  to  those  6,000  or  8,(W0  parishes 
in  country  districts  who  had  refused  to 
rate  themselves  to  the  extent  of  a  penny. 
[Opposition  cheers^  When  it  was  said 
that  opposition  to  that  proposal  came 
from  enemies  of  Voluntary  Schools  who 
wished  them  to  be  wiped  out  he  utterly 
and  entirely  denied  that.  ["  Hear  1 "] 
He  would  not  vote  gainst  an  additional 
grant  of  58.  to  those  schools  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed, 
but  such,  a  grant  must  be  accompanied 
by  an  equal  grant  to  lai%e  town  School 
Boards.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  It  would  be 
utterly  unfair  to  confine  the  grant  on 
the  plea  of  their  destitute  condition  to 
those  who  had  refused  to  rate  themselves 
and  ignore  those  who  had  rated  them- 
selves heavily  in  the  cauae  of  education. 
It  was  said  that  the  real  cause  of  the 
difficulty  was  the  unfair  competition  be- 
tween Voluntary  and  Board  Schools,  the 
latter  having  the  bottomless  pocket  of 
the  ratepayers  at  command  and  spending 
80  much  money  on  their  schools  that  the 
Voluntary  Schools  were  injured.  His 
answer  to  that,  in  the  first  place,  was — ■ 
Suppose  this  5s.  grant  made,  what  would 
■be  the  result?  Would  this  grant  prevent 
to  any  extent  the  competition  complained 
of?  Not  at  all;  tliat  competition  would 
go  on  precisely  as  before.  ["Hear, 
hear !  "]  That  which  was  said  to  be  in- 
jurious to  Voluntary  Schools,  though  he 
did  not  admit  it,  would  still  continue. 
In  giving  this  grant,  and  refusing  it  to 
School  Boards,  Voluntary  Schools  would 
not  be  benefited  so  far  as  this  so-called 
competition  was  concerned.  He  denied 
that  if  the  grant  w^re  extended  to  School 
Boards  it  would  be  wasted.  In  a  large 
number  of  cases — ^he  was  sure  it  would 
be  so  in  Birmingham — the  grant  would 
go  to  relieve  the  school  rate.  No  more 
than  now  would  there  be  any  disposi- 
tion to  use  the  money  recklessly.  What- 
ever a  School  Board  did  was  done  with 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  rate- 
payers. To  say  to  ratepayers  that  they 
should  not  spend  the  money  in  a  way 
they  might  think  proper,  having  regard 
to  the  education  of  the  children  in  their 
area,  was  not  an  attitude  that  should  be 
assumed  towards  a  self-goreming  com- 
munity. There  was  no  case  whatever  for 
Mr.  George  Dixon. 


denying  to  School  Boards  this  additional 
grant.  If  this  principle  were  violated  it 
would  amount  to  a  repeal  of  the  most 
important  principles  of  the  Act  of  1870, 
which  directed  that  grants  should  be 
equal  to  all  schools,  and  throughout  all 
the  great  towns  of  England  there  would 
be  a  strong  sense  of  resentment  against 
the  unfairness  and  injustice.  ["  Hear, 
hear!"]  This  feeling  wouli  grow  year 
by  year,  and  would  become  so  strong 
that  neither  the  Government  that  made 
the  proposal  nor  Voluntary  Schools  would 
in  the  end  gain  by  the  arrangement,  and 
it  must  be  recognised  as  a  very  great 
mistake.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  The  grant, 
if  made,  should  be  made  to  all  Bchools. 
["Hear,  hearl"] 

*SiB  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) 
hoped  the  Committee  would  permit 
him  to  speak  a  few  words  on  this 
subject,  because  of  the  interest  he 
had  always  taken  in  educational 
matters.  In  successive  years,  in  con- 
ference and  co-operation  with  others, 
he  had  introduced  Bills  to  remove  or 
mitigate  the  severity  of  the  ITs.  6d.  limit 
and  for  the  relief  of  the  rating  of  Volun- 
tary Schools,  and  he  felt  that  he  should 
fail  in  his  doty  if  he  did  not  thank  the 
Government  for  the  proposal  made.  He 
did  not  intend  to  traverse  the  wide  field 
which  had  been  entered  upon  by  Mem- 
bers who  had  preceded  him.  He  con- 
curred in  the  feeling  expressed  that  injury 
was  caused  to  the  cause  of  education  by 
mixing  it  up  with  political  turmoiL 
Friends  of  education  should  work  in  har- 
mony for  the  attainment  of  the  one  great 
end — the  educational  welfare,  of  the 
country.  As  regarded  what  had  been 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  opposite  with 
reference  to  the  difficulties  and  hard- 
ships felt  by  Nonconformists,  he  would 
remark  that  many  members  of  the 
Church  of  England  appi^iated  those 
difficulties,  and  would  rejoice  if 
means  could  be  devised  for  remedy- 
ing them.  He  would  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  there  were 
Boman  Catholics  as  well  as  Protestant 
Nonconformists  in  this  country,  whoae 
interests  must  be  borne  in  mind,  and  re- 
presenting a  borough  which  contained  a 
large  Irish  Bomaa  Catholic  popul^unif 
he  should  not  be  performing  hia  du^ 
towards  them  if  he  were  to  allow  them  to 
be  ignored  in  that  discussion.  Turning 
to  the  main  points  of  the  Bill,  be  agreed 
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with  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that 
the  chargeability  of  Voluntary  Schools 
to  rates  was  unequal  and  uncertain. 
There  were  some  schools  with  which  he 
was  intimately  acquainted  where  the 
whole  question  of  continuing  or  discon- 
tinuing them  depended  upon  the  pres- 
sure or  the  absence  of  pressure  on  the 
part  of  the  rating  authorities,  and  there 
would  be  a  sense  of  relief  to  Voluntary 
Schools  if  the  law  were  thus  changed. 
The  principle  of  exemption  now  applied 
to  many  institutions  oi^ht  in  fairness 
and  justice  to  be  extended  to  the  Volun- 
tary Schools.  As  representing  a  town 
where  there  were  laxge  schools  situated 
funong  the  poor  popi^ion,  he  must  ex- 
press his  great  satisfaction  that  the 
1 7s.  6d.  limit  was  to  be  entirely 
abolished.  There  were  schools  in  Wigan 
which,  to  use  the  terms  of  the  managers, 
were  heavily  fined.  He  knew  of  two 
Roman  Catholic  schools  which  were  fined 
£50  and  £60  a  year,  and  there  were 
schools  belonging  to  the  Church  of  Blng- 
land  which  were  subjected  to  the  same 
infliction.  This  charge  was  not  only  a 
heavy  financial  burden,  but  it  also  acted 
prejudicially  to  the  cause  of  education, 
as  it  prevented  managers  extending  the 
curriculum  and  giving  a  higher  and  better 
education.  As  to  the  increase  of  grant, 
he  would  remind  the  Committee  of  the 
increase  in  cost,  owing  to  the  action  of 
the  Government  and  the  requirements  of 
the  Code.  In  the  case  of  elementary 
schools,  it  had  risen  from  £1  78.  5d.  in 
1872  to  £1  188.  U^d.  in  1895  ;  while  in 
the  case  of  Board  Schools  the  ciumge 
was  even  more  remarkable,  the  cost  hav- 
ing risen,  from  £1  8s.  4}d.  to  £2 10s.  If  d. 
But  the  Mends  of  Voluntary  Schools  had 
not  been  inactive.  They  had  increased 
their  contributions.  Taking  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  as  a  whole,  there  had  been 
a  growth  of  voluntary  contributions  from 
6s.  6^d.  in  1894  to  6s.  9d.  in  1896 — a 
large  sum  when  they  were  dealing  with 
millions  of  children.  He  did  not  desire 
that  there  should  be  any  diminution  in 
their  contributions,  and  was  perfectly  sure 
that  Voluntary  Schools  could  not  con- 
tinue to  exist  and  have  the  support  of 
the  House  of  Commons  unless  tJie  mana- 
gers were  willing  to  make  liberal  and 
growing  contributions  in  support  of  their 
schools.  As  regarded  the  question  of 
association,  ho  had  for  many  years  de- 
sired such  a  system.    At  present  each 


Voluntary  School  was  isolated,  but  the 
Board  Schools  were  grouped  together, 
and  he  did  not  hims^f  think  that  the 
Voluntary  Schools  could  ever  compete 
with  the  Board  Schools  on  Uxr  terms 
except  they  were  brox^ht  together  under 
some  system  of  union  and  association. 
That  system  would  give  them  mutual 
aid  and  facilities  for  consultation,  and 
would  give  that  flow  of  promotion  from 
one  school  to  another  which  now  existed 
in  Board  Schools,  and  which  would  give 
life  and  energy  to  many  of  their  schools 
in  the  large  towns.  He  knew  the  feel- 
ing of  hardship  which  existed  among  the 
friends  of  Voluntary  Schools  that  they 
should  receive  no  help  tram  the  rates, 
but  he  believed  that  such  help  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  existence  of  Voluntary 
Schools,  and  he,  therefore,  rejoiced  to 
find  a  proposal  made  by  the  Government 
that  those  who  contributed  to  the 
taxes  of  the  country  should  pay 
part  of  the  money  arising  from 
taxes  in  support  of  Voluntary  Schools. 
Reference  had  been  made  to  the  County 
Palatine  of  Lancaster,  and  the  namo  of 
the  late  Archbishop  Benson  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  Debate.  It  was  stated 
that  the  late  Primate  had  said  that  the 
benevolence  of  many  in  Lancashire  was 
very  inferior  to  the  benevolence  found  in 
London.  The  venerable  Prelate  acted 
under  a  misapprehension,  and  with  that 
candour  which  was  part  of  his  nature 
admitted  in  a  letter  to  the  newspapers 
that  he  was  in  error,  and  that  the  amount 
contributed  in  Lancashire  to  Voluntary 
Schools  was  far  in  excess  of  the  amount 
contributed  in  London.  He  had  confined 
his  remarks  as  far  as  he  possibly  could 
to  the  question  in  hand,  because  he 
thought  that  injury  was  done  to  the  cause 
of  education  by  the  discursive  character 
of  these  Debates.  He  believed  that  if 
they  dealt  with  one  question  at  a  time 
their  progress  would  be  more  solid.  He 
had  confined  his  remarks  to  the  case  of 
Vultmtary  Schools  alone,  because  he 
believed  that  alone  was  the  question 
before  the  Committee.  He  r^arded  the 
proposals  of  the  Govemment--aIthough, 
perhaps,  the  proposal  for  association  was 
somewhat  attended  with  difl&culties — as 
proposals  which  they  ought  all  to  sup- 
port, and  he  felt  grateful  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  course  in  this  matter.  He 
believed  that  they  had  done  their  best 
to  redeem  their  pledges,  and  that  when 
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the  Measure  was  known  in  the  country 
it  would  arouse  a  feeling  of  satis- 
faction,  and  that  the  position  of  Volun- 
tary Schools,  which  was  not  only  dear 
to  the  managers  but  also  as  dear  to  the 
parents  of  the  children,  would  be  ren> 
dered'  more  secure  by  the  action  which 
the  Government  had  taken  in  the  pro- 
jmsals  which  they  had  now  submitted  to 
the  House  of  Commons, 

*SiB  JOSEPH  LEESE  (Lancashire. 
Accriiipton)  said  he  came  to  the  House 
with  the  full  intention  of  giving  his  vote 
in  favour  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
Government,  but  he  was  disappointed  to 
find,  not  only  that  the  K^olution  was  so 
narrow  in  its  terms,  but  that,  after  the 
statement  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, it  carried  with  it  certain  provisions 
which  made  him  hesitate  to  promise  his 
vote.  He  was  faced  by  an  initial  diffi- 
culty. He  found  it  very  difficult — ^nay, 
almost  impossible — to  dissociate  local 
from  Imperial  interests.  It  was  almost 
inevitable  that  the  opinion  of  a  Member 
of  Parliament  should  be  influenced  by  the 
position  of  his  own  constituency  in  re- 
gard to  a  great  Imperial  proposal  like 
this  Education  Question.  That  had  been 
the  experience  of  several  speakers  that 
night.  His  right  hon.  and  h<m.  Friends 
the  Members  for  Bodmin  and  the  Forest 
of  Dean  and  Birmingham  had  all  felt 
■  bound  to  place  the  needs  of  their  own 
constituencies  before  the  House,  and  to 
some  extent  to  view  the  questions  at 
issue  with  the  eyes  of  their  own  consti- 
tuencies. He  therefore  did  not  apologise 
for  placing  before  the  House  the  position 
in  which  he  found  himself  in  respect  of 
his  own  constituency.  He  represented 
one  of  the  most  popxilous  parts  of 
Lancashire — a  division  of  the  county 
in  which  there  had  never  been, 
and  was  not,  a  School  Board  or  a 
Board  School  ["Hear,  hear!"]  They 
last  year  educated  their  10,000  children 
entirely  in  denominational  schools,  of 
which  there  were  48  in  the  division,  and 
they  raised  in  the  same  year  £2,168  in 
voluntary  contributions,  which  was  equal 
to  about  a  48.  grant.  They  therefore 
felt  it  difficult,  denominational  educBr 
tionalists  as  they  undoubtedly  were,  to 
refuse  this  grant  of  58.  if  it  was  o£fered 
to  them.  ["Hear,  heart"]  But  the> 
were  not  bbnd  to  the  great  danger  that 
the  grant,  if  given,  might  be  used  as  a 
substitute  for  private  subscriptions — 
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[Opposition  cheerg] — and  they  were  un- 
willing to  run  that  risk.  [Opposition 
cheerg.]  Men  might  argue  that,  as  the 
point  of  efficiency  had  been  reached  in 
their  schools,  and  as  the  inspectors  were, 
entisfied  both  as  to  the  education  gireu 
and  as  to  the  condition  of  their  buildings, 
then  tlua  £2,500  (which  would  be 
the  amount  of  ft  5s.  grant)  would 
j  free  them  from  the  necessity  for 
contributions.  He  could  not  find 
in  the  statement  of  the  Leader  of  the 
House  that  there  was  to  be  any  safe- 
guard for  the  continuance  of  thc^  pri- 
vate subscriptions.  He  therefore  felt 
great  difficulty  indeed  in  following  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  into  the  Lobby. 
[Opposition  cheers.]  He  recognued  that 
they  could  not  fully  debate  the  matter 
until  they  had  seen  the  Bill,  but  he  con- 
fessed he  did  not  like  the  scheme  of  distri- 
bution. Above  aU  things,  he  would  like  to 
see  the  necessitous  schools  helped  more 
than  those  that  did  not  so  much  require 
assistance,  but  he  was  afraid  that  the 
proposal  as  to  distribution  would  create 
jealousy  among  the  schools  of  the 
division.  He  did  not  like  the  pro- 
posed association  or  federation  of 
these  various  denominational  schools. 
Were  they  going  to  have  the  pooling 
of  all  their  incomes,  and  to  put  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  prosperous  denomi- 
national schools  the  burden  of  carrying 
those  that  were  less  prosperous?  With 
regard  to  the  omission  of  necesaitous 
Board  Schools,  although  those  in  his 
division  were  denominationalists,  every 
oue  of  them,  at  any  rate  by  practice, 
they  had  no  dislike  to  School  Boards. 
They  had  no  jealoxjsy  of  them,  and  there- 
fore they  thought  their  omission  from 
the  benc^t  of  this  grant  was  very  hard 
indeed.  If  the  principle  on  wiuch  the 
Government  were  acting  was  to  hrit^ 
about  a  better  and  more  efficient  system 
of  education,  then,  in  leaving  out  thoee 
who  required  their  help,  they  were  not 
fulfilling  their  obligations  to  the  country, 
and  they  were  offending  against  every 
principle  of  equality.  He  was  afraid  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  present  Resolu- 
tion, but  when  it  came  to  granting  the 
5b.  in  Committee,  then  he  could  |»o> 
mise  the  Government  his  assiatanoe. 
*Snt  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) said  that  he  diould  trespass  for 
only  a  few  minutes  upon  the  time  of  the 
House.     He  should  have  prefnred  to 
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uait  until  the  Bill  arrived  at  a  later 
stage  before  he  dealt  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Measure,  but  there  were  some 
questions  which,  it  was  only  open  to  him 
to  discuss  at  the  present  stage,  and  there^ 
fore  he  was  compelled  to  refer  to  them 
on  that  occasion.,  He  confessed  that  he 
had  heard  the  very  interesting  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  tho  Treasury  with  some  surprise. 
They  thought  that  they  were  going  to 
learn  the  details  of  some  small  Measure 
for  the  distribution  of  the  sum  voted  last 
year,  and  they  found  that  what  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  Bill  was  really 
a  new  departure  in  our  educational  policy. 
Several  hon.  Members  had   spoken  of 
Voluntary  Schools  as  if  they   were  of 
necessity  denominational  schools.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  ease.    There  were 
in  many  parts  of   the   coimtry,    as  in 
his    own    immediate  neighbourhood, 
a    great    number    of    small  parishes 
in  which  there  were  Voluntary  Schools 
which   were   not   denominational,  but 
were  maintained  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  elaborate  and  expensive 
machinery  of  a  School  Board,  and  the 
heartburnii^  that  resulted  from  School 
Board  elections.    As  far  as  denomina- 
tional schools  themselves  were  concerned 
he  confessed  that  he  had  grave  doubts 
as  to  the  advantage  of  dogmatic  theology 
tor  young  children.    The  great  founders 
of   religions   based  their  teaching  not 
upon  dogmatic  theology  but  upon  morals 
and  conduct.    However  that  might  be, 
they  could  not  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  denominational  schools  were  sup* 
porteJ  by  a  great  number  of  our  country- 
men and  therefore  th^  were  bound  to 
regard  them  as  forming  a  very  impor- 
tant part  of  our  educational  system. 
He  would  venture  to  throw  out  two 
suggestions  that  he  thought  would  greatly 
benefit  Voluntwy  Schools  and  save  ex- 
])eiise  to  the  rates.    In  the  first  place 
there  were  the  class  subjects,  which  were 
History,  Geography,  English,  and  Elemen- 
tary Science.    English  schools  were  only 
allowed  to  take  two  of  these  subjects, 
whereas  Scotch  schools  were  allowed 
to  take  all  four.     The  Scotdi  schools, 
therefore,  were  enabled  to  earn  2s.  a 
bead  more  than  the  English  schools 
could.    There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Scotch  system  was  the  best  from  an 
educational  point  of  view,  and  if  per- 
mitted here  also  Voluntary  Schools  might 


earn  28.  per  child  more  than  it  was  now 
possible  for  them  to  do.  We  ought  to  en- 
courage the  study  of  these  subjects  in 
the  smaller  schools  throt^hout  the  coun- 
try. He  could  not  see  why  our  English 
Schools  should  be  placed  at  a  disadvan- 
tage in  this  respect.  This  was  specially 
important  in  view  of  the  abolition  of  the 
17b.  6d.  limit.  He  should  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  passing  whether 
the  ITs.  6d.  limit  could  bo  removed  in 
the  case  of  the  Board  Schools  as  well  as 
in  that  of  the  Voluntary  Schools. 

Tub  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  It  does  not  apply  to  them. 
*SiR  JOHN  LUBBOCK  said  the  next 
point  on  which  he  should  like  to  say  a 
word  was  with  reference  to  the  subscrip- 
tions and  the  rates.  Hon.  Members 
would  recognise  that  it  was  impossible 
that  Voluntary  Schools  could  be  carried 
on  without  the  aid  of  subscriptions,  and 
that  if  the  Voluntary  Schools  ceased  to 
exist  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers  and 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country  would 
be  enormously  increased.  It  must 
be  admitted,  however,  that  it  was 
a  great  hardship  upon  those  who 
subscribed  to  maintain  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  that  they  should  also  be 
called  upon  to  pay  rates  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Board  Schools.  It  was 
obvious  that  in  that  case  the  subscribers 
to  those  schools  had  to  pay  twice  over  for 
the  education  of  their  district.  He  asked 
therefore  whether  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
allow  subscriptions  to  Voluntary  Schools 
to  count  against  the  School  Board  rate. 
The  rates  would,  in  the  long  run,  be  re- 
lieved, because  as  Voluntary  Schools  were 
more  economical  than  Board  Schools, 
every  .£1  in  BubscriptionB  to  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  would  save  some  £1  58.  to 
the  rates.  The  adoption  of  his  su^es- 
tion  would  greatly  encourage  subscrip- 
tions, and  would  therefore  do  much  to 
assist  the  Voluntary  Schools.  It  would 
also  save  rates  and  taxes,  because  it 
would  go  far  to  obviate  the  necessity  for 
any  call  either  on  the  ratepayers  or  on  the 
National  Exchequer.  He  should  be  pre- 
pared to  support  the  Resolution  which 
had  been  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  behalf  of  H^r  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, but  he  should  like  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  whether  he 
could  not,  to  a  great  extent,  meet  the 
needs  and  exigencies  of  the  Voluntary 
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Schools — which  formed  so  important  and 
valuable  a  part  of  our  educational  system 
— by  relaxinfi  the  rules  with  regard  to 
the  payment  fur  class  subjects  and  by 
allowing  subscriptions  to  those  schook 
to  count  against  the  rates. 

Mb- J.  H.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) 
thought  that  a  large  amount  of  perverted 
ingenuity  had  been  shown  by  the  pro- 
moters of  this  Measure.    It  would  have 
been  easy  to  construct  a  small  and  good 
Bill,  but  this  was  a  small  and  bad  Bill. 
He  believed  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  been  misled  by  the  misrepre- 
sentations  of  his  own  friends — misrepre- 
sentations based  upon  fallacieti.  The 
first  of  such  follacies  was  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  YoIuntarT^  SchooU  was  due  to 
tha  competition  of  the  Board  Schools. 
That  he  denied.    The  pecuniary  position 
of  the  Yoltmtary  Schools  was  due  to  the 
growing  requirements  of  the  Education 
Department,   which  were  due  to  the 
growing  requirements  of  the  public.  The 
requirements  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment had  affected  the  Board  Schools  as 
well,  and  in  endeavouring  to  meet  them 
the  Board  Schools  had  incurred  consider- 
able expense.    There  had  been  no  com- 
petition on  the  part  of  School  Boards 
with  the  object  of  driving  Voluntary 
Schools  out  of  the  field.    For  some  seven 
years  past  most  School  Boards  had  been 
under  the  control  of  majorities,  composed 
of  Churchmen  and  Conservatives,  and 
yet  these  very  majorities — -returned  on 
the  cry  of  economy  and  justice  to  Volun- 
tary Schools — ^had  been  unable  to  check 
the  expenditure  of  the  Boards  on  educa- 
tion.    That  expenditure  had  gone  on, 
and  rightly  so.   Could  anybody  contend 
that  the  School  Boards  had  spent  too 
much  money  on  education  1   Why,  there 
was  no  country  in  the  civilised  world 
which  did  not  spend,  either  actually  or 
relatively,  more  on  primary  education 
than  this  country  did.    Sur^y  when  so 
much  of  the  national  welfare  depended 
upon  education  it  would  not  be  right  to 
check  the  expenditure  of  School  Boards 
in  a  niggardly  way.      The  simple  and 
logical  course  for  the  Government  to 
take  would  have  been  to  grant  to  Board 
Schools  and  Voluntary  Schools  alike  a 
sum  in  aid  of  their  local  expenditure. 
What  harm  would  there  have  been  in  a 
Bill  which  said :  "  We  have  required 
more  work  from  both  Board  Schools  and 
Voluntary  Schools,  and  therefore  we  will 
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assist  them  both  to  meet  their  eipendi- 
ture  by  a  grant  of  Ss.  morel "    As  tothe 
repeal  of  the  l7s.  6d.  limit,  it  would  re- 
sult in  placing  the  finances  of  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  in  four  or  five  years  in 
exactly  the  same  position  which  the; 
now  occupied.     Five  shillings  of  State 
income  would  have  been  substituted  for 
OS.  of  local  income :  and  four  or  five 
years  hence  the  friends  of  the  VoluDtair 
Schools  would  be  coming  to  that  House 
and  asking  for  a  further  grant,  with  lees 
justification  than  they  had  now,  because 
in  that  time  local  aid  would  very  largely 
have  ceased  to  be.    Why  was  it  that  the 
Government  were  not  prepared  to  give 
this  6s.  grant  all  round  T   He  ascribed  it 
to  the  fact  that  th^  had  been  misled 
with  regard  to  what  the  School  Boardi 
would  most  Ukdy  do  with  the  5s.  grsot. 
It  had  been  assumed  that  if  they  gare 
more  to  the  School  Boards  they  would 
increase  the  competition  of  the  Board 
School     managers     as     against  the 
Voluntary   Schools.      He  did    not  \»- 
lieve  that  that  would  be  the  case- 
The    School    Boards    had     felt  the 
strain  of  the  requirements  of  the  Educs- 
tion  Department  as  much  as  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  had,  and  th^  would  ^sdfy 
take  an  opportunity  of  reducing  their 
rates  to  the  amount  that  a  Ss.  grant 
would  enable  them  to  reduce  them.  If 
they  compared  the  expenditure  of  the 
Government  on  the  Metropolitan  Police 
with  the  Government  expenditure  on  the 
School  Boards  what  did  they  find  f  The 
Police    Rate    amounted  last  year  to 
£776,458,  whilst  the  Imperial  subeidy 
was  £987,000.   The  rate  levied  by  the 
School  Board  amounted  to  £1,473,125, 
whilst  the  Imperial  subsidy  was  only 
£590,.376.    Thus,  for  the  police  that 
House  granted  in  relief  of  local  taxation 
£987  for  every  £776  raised  by  rates, 
whilst  for  the  London  'Board  Scfaods 
Parliament  granted  only  £59  for  evary 
£147  raised  by  rates.    In  the  provinces 
they  found  much  the  same  state  of 
thitigs.    The  Provincial  School  Boards 
raised  £2,146,043  in  ratee,  and  the  Im- 
perial subsidy  was  £2,050,174  ;  but  the 
county    auUiorities    raised   in  rata 
£2,289,265,   and   received  as  subsidr 
£2,375,984.  Thus  the  Provincial  School 
Boards  received  £206  in  suheidy  for 
ev^  ^£314  raised  \3j  rates,  whilst  the 
county  authorities  received  £237  in  sah 
sidy  for  every  £228  rused  1^  rates. 
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Surely  the  School  Boards  were  justly  en- 
titled to  a  larger  subsidy.  If  it  was  true, 
as  he  thought,  that  the  School  Boards 
would  use  this  58.  grant  in  relief  of  the 
rates,  what  could  be  said  to  justify  the 
withholding  of  the  grant  from  them?  If 
it  was  said  that  the  aim  of  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  was  to  increase  the  finances 
of  the  Volimtary  Schools  as  compared 
with  those  of  the  Board  Schools,  he 
would  point  out  that  that  result  would 
be  achieved  if  the  School  Board  rate  was 
reduced  by  the  lunount  of  this  6s.  grant, 
and  the  Voluntary  Schools  added  the  5b. 
to  their  expenditure.  The  Bill,  he  main- 
tained, contained  elements  of  grave 
danger,  and  the  first  of  these  was  the 
withdrawal  of  the  I7s.  6d.  limit.  If  they 
took  amy  that  check  and  safeguard,  that 
protection  f^;ainst  the  withdrawal  of 
voluntary  contributions,  in  a  very  few 
years  the  income  of  the  average 
Voluntaiy  School  would  drop  very 
nearly  to  the  level  of  .the  preerait  day. 
The  second  element  was  the  proposal  of 
associations  of  Voluntary  Schools  which, 
if  they  consisted  more  of  urban  than  of 
rural  schools  were  to  receive  more  money 
than  if  they  consisted  of  rural  schools  as 
compared  with  urban  schools.  He  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
that  m-ban,  schools  were  more  in  need  of 
money  than  the  rural  schools.  He  denied 
this.  In  London  there  were  federated 
Voluntary  Schools  under  the  Diocesan 
Board  which  were  as  badly  off  as  any 
schools  in  the  country ;  but  if  tiiey  took 
the  Voluntary  Schools  as  a  whole  Uiey 
would  find  that  the  rural  Voluntary 
Schools,  like  the  rural  Board  Schools, 
were  worse  off  than  the  urban  Board  and 
Voluntary  Schools,  and  if  more  money 
•was  going  to  be  given  it  should  be  to 
the  rural  schools  and  not  to  the 
urban  schools.  He  did  not  gather 
from  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  give  any  varyii^  amounts 
as  aids  to  schools  according  to  their 
varied  necessities.  That  was  a  most  im- 
portant point.  It  was  essential  in  any 
wdl  considered  scheme  of  aid  to  the  rural 
schools  in  particular  that  there  should 
be  a  differentiation  in  the  amount  of  aid 
givoi  to  them,  varying  in  inverse  ratio 
according  to  the  size  of  the  schools.  As 
to  the  compulsory  federation  plan,  at 
present  Voluntary  Schools  had  the  right 
to  federate  in  a  voluntary  my.   It  was 


open  to  all  Voluntary  Schools  at  present 
to  combine,  but  they  did  not  care  to  do 
it.  For  ejtample,  they  might  have  a 
Voluntary  School  with  an  active  com- 
mittee raising  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  from  local  contributions ;  on  the 
other  hand  they  might  have  a  school 
whra-e  the  vicar  and  the  committee  did 
not  do  their  duty  in  a  business-like  way  ; 
but  the  idea  of  the  Govo-nment  was  to 
cast  all  the  schools  into  tlie  pool,  the  well- 
doing as  well  as  the  Ul-doing.  Unless 
they  could  show  some  reasonable  cause 
for  not  federating  they  would  not  obtain 
any  special  aid  at  all.  Here  was  a  pre- 
mium placed  on  incapacity,  a  special 
payment  in  respect  of  neglect  of  duty. 
Then  there  was  the  question  as  to  the 
disposal  of  this  money.  In  Clause  IV. 
of  last  year's  Bill  there  was  an  attempt 
to  earmark  the  income  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  most  required,  but  he 
did  not  gather  from  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  that  the  Bill  this 
year  contained  any  proposal  of  the  kind. 
There  was  nothing  whatever  to  prevent 
the  whole  Ss.  per  child  going,  not  to  in- 
crease the  staff  and  improve  the  payment 
of  the  poorly-paid  teachers,  but  to  re- 
lieve the  subscribers  or  to  increase  the 
rent  charge  in  the  school  accounts,  and 
payable  to  the  church  or  chapel  con- 
nected with  the  schools.  It  appeared  to 
hira  that  the  Bill  was  one  which,  except 
in  the  matter  of  size,  was  as  bod  as  the 
Bill  of  last  year.  If  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  present  diuring  the 
whole  of  the  discussion  he  would  have 
seen  that  the  omens  were  against  his 
BiU  already.  ["  No,  no !  "]  This  infan- 
tile Bill  opened  its  eyes  in  much  the 
same  gloom  as  that  in  which  its  prede- 
cessor closed  its  eyes.  \Laughter.^  It 
had  few  friends  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House.  Member  after  Member  had 
spoken  against  the  BiU,  and  he  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  cast 
away  the  theological  prejudice  which 
made  him  inacapable  of  doing  justice  to 
the  School  BtHU'ds,  and  made  this 
Measure  an  indirect  negative  attack  on 
the  School,  Boards,  just  as  the  Bill  of 
last  year  was  a  positive  and  direct  attack 
on  the  School  Boards.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  specifically  state  that 
during  the  Session  Uiere  would  be  a  Bill 
brought  in  giving  the  grant  to  the  Board 
Schools  he  would  receive  support  from 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House.  It  was 
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not  too  late  to  make  this  Bill  a  Measure 
for  aiding  Board  Schools,  and  many 
Members  were  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
prant  to  Board  and  Volxmtary  Schools. 
The  right  hon.  Gentiemaa  appealed  to  the 
House  to  defer  the  general  engagement 
on  the  educational  Question.  He  could 
not  imagine  a  conjuncture  more  favour- 
able to  that  side  of  the  House  than  that 
whicli  occurred  last  Session.  He  would 
e{>peal  to  GoTwnment  to  give  the 
grant  all  round,  and  in  that  way  they 
would  do  an  act  of  justice  which  would 
be  recognised  by  the  House  and  the 
country,  and  which  would  do  more  to 
settle  the  Education  Question  upon  a  firm 
and  friendly  basis  than  a  dozen  Bills 
such  as  they  had  before  the  House  to- 
night. 

*Mb.  ALFRED  HOPKINSON  (Wilts, 
Cricklade)  thought  it  had  been  proved, 
and,  indeed,  almost  admitted,  that  if  a 
Bill  was  passed  on  the  lines  of  the  Resolu- 
tion before  the  House  it  would  result  in 
a  condition  of  things  which  could  not 
possibly  be ,  a  permanent  settlement  of 
the  question,  and  which  would  intro- 
duce new  anomalies  and  new  injustices. 
\Opposition  cA«rs.]  He  said  bo  not  from 
any  spirit  of  hostility  to  Voluntary 
Schools.  He  admitted  fully  that  some 
Measure  of  relief  was  necessary  for  those 
schools.  But  the  difficulties  and  injustices 
to  which  he  refm*ed  wwe  not  merely  ns 
between  Voluntary  and  Board  Schools, 
but  as  between  one  loc^ity  and  an- 
other— [Oppogition  eheerg] — and  which 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  exist  even  for 
the  space  of  a  single  year.  He  had  in 
his  mind's  eye  two  parishes  side  by  side. 
In  one  there  was  an  admirably  conducted 
Voluntary  School  ^stem,  fair  to  the  Dis- 
senters, and  where  no  religious  difficulty 
whatever  ivas  felt.  In  the  next  parish 
there  was  a  poor  School  Board.  Now  as 
between  those  two  parishes  he  had  no 
preference  in  this  particular  regard  for 
one  parish  over  the  othw,  but  he  could 
not  go  down  and  say  it  was  a  fair  way 
of  dndinp;  if,  out  of  public  funds  to  which 
both  conta*ibated  equally,  a  lai^e  sum 
was  given  to  the  district  where  there  was 
a  Voluntary  School  and  nothing  whatever 
to  tho  district  where  there  was  a  poor 
School  Board.  [Opposition  cheers.]  He 
knew  another  and  much  more  important 
place  where  there  was  an  admirable 
School  Board  system,  where  90  per  cent. 
of  the  children  attend  the  Bo^rd  Schools, 
Mr,  J.  H.  Yoxall. 


and  where  again  no  religious  difficulty 
had  ever  been  heard  of.    How  could  lie 
possibly  go  down  and  say  to  the  men  in 
ihat  town,  nine-tenths  of  whom  were 
fair-minded  artisans,  it  was  a  right  and 
reasonable  thing  that  out  of  the  general 
taxes  to  which  they  con^bute  thdr  full 
quota  practically  nothing  should  be  given 
to  them,  while  a  large  amount  was  giTtn 
to  some  neighbouring  district  which  vu 
no  more  populous,  which  might  be  richw, 
but  which  had  neglected  its  educational 
duties?    [Opposition  cheert.'\    The  only 
way  out  of  the  difficulty  was  to  have 
some  distinct  and  definite  pledge  that  the 
question  should  be  dealt  with  in  favour  of 
Board  Schools,  at  all  events  the  poorer 
Board   Schools,   on   some   early  day. 
The  mere  statement  that  the  question 
would  be  dealt  with  "  if  there  was  time " 
was   not  good  enough.  [OppotitioK 
cheers.]    The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bodmin  had  suggested  one  soIuUoil 
Another  would  be,  that  before  the  Bill 
passed  the  House  another  Bill  should  Iw 
introduced  for  making  a  grant  to  Board 
Schools.      If  that  were  done  then  it 
might  be  possible  to  support  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government ;  otherwise 
not.     [Opposition  cheers,]  Individual 
opinions  of  private  Members  naight  not 
appear  to  be  of  much  importance,  but 
they  were  of  importance  to  thia  ext^t— 
that  if  those  who  held  them  were  there, 
and  the   Govermuent  were  there  with 
their  support,  it  was  because  the  state- 
ments  such   Mem bers   had   made  to 
the  electors   at  the   General  Election 
were    thought    to    be    in  accordance 
with  justice  and  fairness.    If  this  scheme 
were   to    stand    and    to  stand  alone 
without  a  distinct  pledge  of  a  further 
Bill  he  must  confess  that  it  would  lie 
impossible  to  make  the  same  appeal  to 
the  electors  on  the  same  platform  again. 
[Loud  Op2Misition  cheers.] 
•Mb.  CARVELL  WILLUMS  (Notts. 
Mansfield)  said  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  had  probably  by  this  time  beea 
disabused  of  the  idea  that  a  small  Bill, 
if  it  were  a  bad  Bill,  was  easier  to  paw 
than  a  big  Bill.  The  Government  had  ad- 
mitted the  anomalies  which  existed  in  the 
present  educational  system,  but  they  had 
only  attempted  to  redress  the  grievances 
of  one  side.    In  dealing  with  the  Chnrdi 
Schools  the  Government's  was  a  cadi 
transaction  ;  but  other  parties  had  to  be 
content  with  a  promise  for  the  future. 
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subject  to  all  Parliamentary  accideats. 
It  was  Baid  that  this  procedure  was  justi- 
fied on  account  of  the  greater  urgency 
of  the  case  for  the  Voluntary  Schools. 
One  hon.  Member  eiveo.  said  that  unless 
this  aid  were  given  the  schools  would 
perish.   That  confirmed  the  idea  that 
the  Church  of  England  had  attempted 
too  great  a  task,  in  seeking  to  monopolise 
so  lai^e  a  part  of  the  educational  ma- 
chinery of  the  country.    The  necessities 
of  the  Board  Schools  in  poor  districts 
were  just  as  great ;    a  fact  which  the 
Vice  President  had  admitted  last  Session, 
It  was  said  that  the  condition  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools  was  brought  aboat  by 
the  competition  of  the  Board  Schools. 
But  there  were  thousands  of  parishes 
where  no  School  Board  existed.  Agtiin, 
the  requirements  of  the  Education  De- 
partment fell  equally  on  both  ildsses  of 
schools  ;  and  as  to  the  rejoinder  that  the 
Board  Schools  could  fall   back  upon 
the  rates,  it  was  quite  obvious  that 
the    taxable    power   of   a  small  and 
poor  parish  must  be  absolutely  limited. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  insisted 
that  the  control  of  the  Education  De- 
partment over  the  schools  was  quite 
sufficient ;    ns  the  assistance  given  was 
State-aid  and  not  rate-aid.    But  money 
did  not  supply  everything  that  was 
necessary  in  the  management  of  public 
schools.    Public  interest  as  well  as  pub- 
lic money  was  required ;  and  the  great 
virtue  of  local  control  was  that  it  gave 
to  all   the  people  of  a  parish  an 
interest  in  the  parish  schools.    It  had 
been  said  that  paroits  showed  their  pre- 
ference for  Voluntary  Schools  by  sending 
their  children  to  such  schook.    But  in 
8,000  parUhes  parents  could  not  do  any- 
thing else,  because  in  those  parishes  there 
were  no  other  schools  within  their  reach. 
He  looked  upon  the  schrane  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  a  retrogressive  scheme.  It  was 
in  the  teeth  of  the  declarations  of  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government  during  the 
Recess,   and  notably  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council.    It  took  away  from 
the  Board  Schools  that  which  was  their 
due,  and  differentiated  between  the  Board 
Schods  and  the  Voluntary  Schools.  The 
measure  was  a  measure  to  bribe  the 
inhabitants   of    parishes   to  maintain 
Voluntary  Schools,  by  offering  them 
increased  assistance  from  the  State; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of 


the  Board  Schools  were  penalised,  be- 
cause they  were  told  that  whwe  Board 
Schools  existed  they  should  not  receive 
a  single  penny  from  the  grant.  It  was 
ridiculous  to  suppose  that  a  one-sidud 
and  nakedly  sectarian  moiBure  audi  as 
this  vouU  bring  about  the  settlement 
of  the  Education  Question  which  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  anticipated. 
It  was  clear,  even  from  the  speeches 
delivered  from  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House,  that  the  Bill,  if  passed  into  law, 
would  simply  add  fuel  to  the  controver- 
sial fire.  It  would  increase  the  antar 
gonism  between  the  Voluntary  and  Board 
School  systems,  and,  althoiigh  he  had  no 
doubt  as  to  what  the  issue  would  be  in 
that  struggle,  in  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion and  social  peace  he  greatly  desired 
that  it  should  be  avoided.  [Cheers.] 

Mb.  henry  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset, 
E.)  said  he  should  support  the  Resolu- 
tion. I>ecau8e  he  believed  it  would  im- 
prove education  in  the  Voluntary 
Schools,  and  especially  those  in  the 
country  districts.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  bound  to  sympathise  with  the  ex- 
pression of  regret  which  had  come  from 
one  of  his  hon.  Friends  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  not  beoi  able  to  provide  in 
the  proposed  Bill  some  relief  for  neces- 
sitous Board  School  districts.  [Opposp- 
tion  cheers.]  He  was  not,  however, 
altogeth^  surprised  at  the  action  of  the 
Government,  for  undoubtedly  they  had 
reason  to  anticipate,  from  what  had 
passed  in  many  of  the  Debates  of  last 
year,  that  a  sejMirate  proposal  to  give  so 
much  per  child  to  the  Voluntary  Schools 
would  have  been  unanimously  accepted 
by  the  House.  It  was  also  pretty  clear 
from  certain  speeches  that  any  proposal 
the  Government  might  have  made  in 
the  Bill  to  assist  necessitous  School 
Boards  would  certainly  have  also  been 
made  a  matter  of  controversy  by  hon. 
Members  who  insisted  that  every  School 
!  Board  had  an  eoual  claim  to  this  relief. 
[  However,  the  Government  had  already 
.  on  various  occasions  pledged  themselves 
that  the  question  of  necessitous  School 
Board  districts  would  be  dealt  with, 
and  dealt  with  promptly.  The  Com- 
mittee was  bound  to  rely  loyally 
on  those  pledges.  But  ho  felt  sure 
that  if  necessary  they  would  have 
that  pledge  repeated  in.  still  stronger 
terms    before    the    Debate  closed. 
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Those  of  them  who  were  in  favour  of 
both  these  measures  of  relief  might,  he 
thought,     without    hesitation,  vote 
cordially  in  favour  of  this  Resolution, 
leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Govern- 
ment whether  it  should  be  dealt  with  in 
one  Measure  or  in  two.    Surely  there 
were  very  few  hon.  Members,  whatever 
they  might   wish,   who  expected  the 
disappearance  at  any  rate  in  the  immedi- 
ate future  of  Voluntary  Schools,  and  so 
long  as  any  large  section  desired — as 
undoubtedly  they  did  at  the  present 
moment — some    security   for  definite 
religions  instruction  in  the  Schools,  so 
long  ought  they  to  support  the  Voluntary 
Schools.    He  was  always  ready  to  admit 
that    many   School   Boards   did  give 
admirable  religious  instruction,  but  there 
were  many   districts   in   the  country 
where  the  ratepayers  probably  preferred 
to  pay  voluntary  rates — not  subscrip- 
tions— in  order   to   avoid   what  they 
thought  the  unnecessary  extravagance 
of  School  Board    expenditure.  The 
present  policy  of  hon.  Members  opposite, 
was  not  so  much,  an  assault  on  the 
Voluntary  Schools  as  a  starving  out 
policy.  ["'Hear,hear!"]  He  thought  there 
was  an  increasing  demand  for  a  higher 
and  better  education  in  our  elementary 
schools,    the    curriculum    was  always 
being  extended,  salaries  were  gradually 
rising,  and  the  nambers  of  children  in 
the  sdiools  were  increasing.    But  they 
must  remember  the  different  conditions 
in  which  the  Voluntary  Schools  and 
Board  Schools  were.   The  Board  Schools 
had  the  purse  of  the  rateinyer  to  draw 
upon,  and  although  in  a  sense  that  purse 
was  limited,  yet  they  could  not  expect 
the  same  length  of  purse  to  exist  among 
the  subscribers  to  Voluntary  Schools. 
It  was  not  the  fact  that  subscriptions  to 
Voluntary  Schools  had,  during  the  last 
1 5  years  fallen  off ;  so  far  from  that  being 
the  case  there  had  been  during  the  last 
15  years  an  absolute  increase  of  some- 
thing like  £150,000,  and  he  found  that 
the  avwage  per  child  had  kept  up  to 
very  nearly  6s.  9d.    So  that  there  was 
good  evidence  that  the  subscribers  to 
Voluntary  Schools  were  making  laudable 
and  substantial  efforts  to  keep  up  with 
the  constantly  increasing  demand  which 
was  made  upon  them.    It  was  extremely 
difficult  for  any  authority  to  discriminate 
lietween  these  different  schools,  and  he 
very  much  doubted  whether  any  dis- 
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criminatoon  could  be  made  between 
town  and  country  in  this  matter. 
It  was  very  difficult  to  intruit  onj 
Govemmeat  Department  wiUi  wide 
powers  ai  discretion.  However  wise, 
judicious,  and  fair  they  might  be  io 
reality,  undoubtedly  their  action  woald 
give  rise  to  accusations  of  favouritism. 
The  difficulty  might  to  some  extent  be 
got  over  by  the  Government  proposal  for 
the  association  of  schools.  Local  know- 
ledge and  combination  were  wanted.  He 
had  always  considered  that  the  best 
thing  for  our  Voluntury  School  s^tem 
was  to  have  more  association  of  school 
managers.  The  great  weakness  <tf  the 
country  Voluntary  Schools  at  any  rate 
was  isolation.  So  long  as  they  vere 
isolated  they  could  not  have  really 
efficient  teaching,  and  often  they  could 
not  hare  really  efficient  management 
Any  Measure  that  would  promote  the 
association  on  a  large  scale  of  Voluntary 
Schools,  would  be  of  great  permanent 
benefit  to  them  and  education  generally. 
Whether  it  could  be  done  by  compulsioQ 
was  doubtful.  But  any  means  short  of 
compulsion  might  well  be  resorted  ta 
Certainly  the  best  guarantee  against 
waste  was  to  allot  sums  of  money  ratbw 
to  groups  of  schools  than  individuals. 
For  these  reasons  he  thought  the  plan 
outlined  in  the  Bill  was  likely  at  aoy 
rate  for  n  certain  number  of  years  to  give 
relief  and  improvement  to  our  Voluntary 
School  system.  Whether  it  would  prove 
a  permanent  solution  of  the  question  was 
very  doub^ul.  Personally,  he  thenght 
there  was  no  permanent  solution  ^ort 
of  rate  aid  to  Voluntary  Schools  wherev« 
it  might  be  required,  and  he  wonid  not 
hesitate  to  allow,  where  rate  aid  was 
received,  a  due  proportion  of  popular 
representative  control.  The  Government 
bad  been  wise  and  statesmenlike  to  b^in 
by  a  proposal  which  did  no  real  injustice 
to  any  class  of  school,  which  would 
undoubtedly  tend  to  relieve  the  pressure 
on  Voluntary  Schools,  and  with  proper 
supervision  would  prove  a  permanent 
benefit  to  the  education  of  the  country. 

Mk.  BBYN  ROBERTS  (Camarvon- 
shire,  Eifion)  agreed  that  the  pledge 
given  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
OS  to  extending  the  support  proposed  to 
be  given  by  Board  Schools  to  Voluntary 
Schools  should  be  repeated  in  more 
definite  terms.  They  ought  to  know 
whether  the  assistance  proposed  to  he 

Digitized  by  Google 


1013     Voluntaiy  Sehoolt      {1  FsBRrART  1897}      (Aid  Granf^  Etc.),  1014 


given  in  the  future  Bill  to  the  Board 
lifohools  would  be  similar  in  extent  and 
granted  on  similar  principles  to  the 
assistance   proposed    to  be  given  to 
Voluntary    Schools.      That  proposal 
made  no  distinction  between  necessitous 
Voluntary  Schools  and  those  not  necessi- 
tous.   It  was  proposed  to  gire  a  five  per 
cent,  grant  for  every  child   in  every 
Voluntary  School.    He  should  like  to 
know  whether  it  was  proposed  to  give  a 
similar  grant  to  all  the  children  in  Board 
Schools  whetlier  necessitous  or  not.  He 
did  not  understand  that  the  grant  of  five 
per  cent,  per  child  was  to  be  given  to 
the  particular  school  which  the  child 
attended.   He  understood  the  object  of 
grouping  schools  was  to  enable  the  grant 
earned  by  one  child  to  be  allocated  to 
another.     Would  Board    Schools  be 
grouped  for  the  same  purpose  or  would 
the  grants  earned  by  children  in  pros- 
perous Board  Schools  be  allocated  to  less 
fortunate  School  Boards  which  might 
thereby  be  able  to  get  a  larger  grant  than 
was  earned  by  their  own  children.  The 
necessity  of  extending  the  provision  to 
Board  Schools  seemed  to  underlie  all  the 
speeches  delivered  on  the  Opposition  side. 
He  entirely  shared  the  idew  that  not 
only  ought  relief  to  be  given  to  necessi- 
Board  Schools  but  to  all  alike.    It  was 
a  mistake  to  treat  this  question  as  only 
affecting  the  interests   of  necessitous 
Board  Schools.    Necessitous  ratepayers 
ought  also  to  be  considered  who  existed 
in  all  School  Board  districts  wealthy  or 
not.  The  richest  School  Board  derived  its 
rates  from  the  ratepayers,  many  of  whom 
were  necessitous,  and  the  ratepayers'  poc- 
kets should  be  relieved  as  well  as  tiie  poc- 
kets of  contributors  to  Voluntary  Schools. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would  have  to 
feel  the  difficulty  which  in  many  con- 
stituencies would  be  found  very  great 
that  the  Government  had  given  large 
grants  in  relief  of  wealthy  subscribers  to 
Voluntary  School8,and  refused  or  omitted 
to  give  any  grant  whatever,  in  relief  of 
the  pockets  of  the  heavily  burdened  rate- 
p:iyers.    Hon.  Gentlemen  seemed  to 
think  they   did   well  in  denouncing 
School  Board  extravagance,  because  they 
thereby  spoke  in  favour  of  the  ratepayer, 
but  School  Board  expenditure  went  no 
farther  than  was  necessitated  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  and,  therefore,  the 
refmal  to  extend  this  grant  to  School 
Boards  was  simply  a  refusal  to  assist 
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necessitous  ratepayers  where  School 
Boards  existed.  Hon.Members  opposite 
also  argued  that  it  was  wise  tiiis  legis- 
lation should  be  piecemeal,and  tiiat  in  the 
first  place  the  rdief  should  be,  confined 
to  Voluntary  Schools.  They  argued  in  this 
way  because  they  thought  it  was  easier 
to  pass  a  Bill  of  a  limited  character 
than  to  pass  one  of  an  extended  nature* 
That  would  be  true  if  the  limitation 
were  one  of  the  subjects  of  the  Bill. 
He  denied  entirely  that  it  was  easier  to 
pass  a  Bill  if  they  limited  the  operation 
of  the  relief  given  by  it  to  a  particular 
section  of  the  community.  The  ma- 
chinery necessary  for  giving  this  relief 
was  practically  the  same  machinery  as 
would  be  necessaiy  if  the  Bill  gave  relief 
to  Board  Schools.  He  did  not  wish  to 
attribute  to  the  Government  the  sinister 
desire  to  pass  this  Bill,  and  the  hope 
that  some  difficulty  might  arise  which 
would  make  it  impossible  to  pass  another, 
but  certainly  one  was  forced  to  the 
belief  that  there  was  some  extraordinary 
motive  behind  the  desire  to  pass  this 
Measure.  There  was  another  point  which 
excited  a  very  great  'suspicion  in  his 
mind.  The  wmd  *'  voluntury "  was 
introduced.  It  fieemed  to  him  it  was 
absolutely  unnecessary  even  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Government  to  introduce 
that  word.  If  the  word  "elementary," 
were  substituted,  it  would  be  perfectly 
possible  to  give  the  relief  to  Voluntary 
Schools,  but  it  would  also  be  possible  to 
extend  the  operation  of  the  Measure  to 
Board  Schools,  if  the  House  desired  to  do 
so.  He  put  it  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  whether  it  would  not  be  wise 
to  make  such  an  alteration  in  the  word- 
ing of  the  Bill.  That  course  would  have 
been  a  much  wiser  one  Uun  passing  an 
imnecessary  and  a  stringent  Resolution 
to  tie  the  hands  of  the  House  so  as  to 
prevent  equal  justice  being  done  to  the 
Voluntary  and  Board  Schools.  [**  Hear, 
hear ! "] 

*Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham, 
N.)  said  that  the  Debate  that  evening 
had  been  remarkable  for  more  reasons 
than  one.  He  had  noticed  with  no 
little  satisfaction,  the  improved  friendli- 
ness of  tone  adopted  by  hon.  Afombers 
on  his  side  of  ijie  House  towards  the 
School  Boards,  and  the  absence  of  attack 
on  the  Voluntary  Schools  by  hon,  (Gen- 
tlemen opposite.  [CAeers.]  It  appeared 
as  though  the  Bill  of  last  Session  had 
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really  served  a  gixKl  purpose  in  bringing 
both  sides  of  the  House  more  nearly  to 
an  understanding  on  the  ^reat  education 
question.  ["  Hear,  hear  ["]  That  being 
the  caso,  he  could  not  help  exprasi^ing 
regret '  that  the  Government  had  not 
Keen  their  way  to  take  advantage  of  the 
rappruchementy  and  to  bring  in  a  scheme 
which,  while  duini;  justice  to  both 
Voluntary  and  Bitard  Schools,  would 
have  met  the  general  views  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country  at  large.  [Cheere.] 
He  could  conceive  of  but  one  good  excuse 
for  dealing  with  only  one  section  of  the 
Government  Scheme  at  the  present  time 
— namely,  that  they  intended  to  pass 
this  Measure  and  bring  it  into  operation 
liy  March  31st,  so  that  the  Voluntary 
Schools  mkht  draw  their  grants  up  to 
the  end  of  the  present  financial  year, 
r "  Hear,  hear  I "]  That  was  the  general 
belief  in  the  country,  and  he  must  say 
that  it  was  one  of  the  surprises  of  the 
evening  to  find  now  that  the  Government 
did  not  intend  to  take  that  course. 
[Oppoifition  cfieerx.'l  He  could  not 
understand  why  the  passage  of  this 
Measure  had  not  been  facilitated  by  the 
incorporation  in  one  and  the  same 
Bill  of  proposals  for  the  necessitous 
Board  Bohoola.  He  hoped  that  nobody 
would  accuse  lum  of  any  lack  of  sym- 
pathy with  Voluntary  {Schools,  because 
be  ventured  to  uge  that  the  claims  of 
the  necessitous  Board  School  districts 
ghould  be  either  considered  in  that 
Measure  before  the  House  or  at  an  early 
(Jate  after  the  present  proposals  were 
passed.  To  that  end,  a  promise  or  pledge 
should  be  given  by  the  i^'irst  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  to  undertake  a  Bill  of  that 
nature  in  somewhat  more  explicit  terms 
than  they  hod  heard  that  afternoon  from 
him.  He  was  not  de8ux)U8  of  seeing  that 
pledge  form  partof  tiiepresent  Resolution, 
nor  was  he  desirous  of  seeing  a  Bill  intro- 
duced at  once  in  order  to  give  the  House 
ate  earnest  of  security  for  the  pledge. 
It  would  be  sufficient  for  him,  and 
doubtless  for  the  House  if  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  would  state  to  them,  in 
unequivocal  language,  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  necessitous  Board  School  districts  at 
the  earliest  possible  date.  Otherwise  he 
had  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  earliest 
efifeots  of  tiiis  Bill  would  be  to  intensify 
the  attack  made  on  the  voluntary  system, 
and  to  more  acutely  develop  the  feeling  of 
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injuBticewhichnowexisted  throughouttl^ 
country  in  regard  to  the  Board  Schools, 
and  that  sense  of  injustice  unless  it  was 
removed  would  eventually  drag  down  the 
Voluntary  Schools.  He  was  therefore 
pleading  not  only  in  the  interests  of  the 
poorer  Scho(^  Board  districts,  but  also  in 
the  interests  of  the  V^oluntary  Schools 
that  the  two  Measures  should  have  been 
placed  before  the  Committee  at  one  and 
the  same  time.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "]  His 
sympathy  with  the  Voluntary  Schocd 
svHtem,  and  with  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land had  been  measured  by  many  a 
Sunday's  work  in  their  behalf  during  the 
last  25  years,  and  he  hoped,  Uier^bre, 
that  no  one  would  accuse  him  of 
attempting  to  deprive  the  Voluntary 
Schools  of  the  funds  which  he  knew  they 
needed  so  much,  because  he  pleaded 
that  the  necessitous  Board  Schools 
should  receive  equal  relief.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! '']  He  knew  there  were  many 
Voluntary  Schools  which  needed  relief 
in  buildings,  appliances,  and  staff,  not 
through  the  competition  of  neighbouring 
Board  Schools,  but  through  the  con- 
stantly increasing  demands ,  made  by 
the  Central  Department.  Those  de- 
mands the  Board  Schools  were  aUe 
to  meet,  but  the  Voluntary  Schools 
through  lack  of  funds  bad  been  unable 
to  do  so.  There  was  the  inequality 
between  the  two  systems — inequality 
not  created  by  the  Board  Schools  but 
the  ever  increasing  demands  of  the 
Department  and  the  failure  of  the 
locality  to  meet  tliose  demands,  with 
the  result  that  in  many  districts  the 
Voluntary  Schools  compared  un^vour 
ably  with  the  neighbouring  Board 
Schools.  Yet  he  knew  that  many  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools  were  well  equipped, 
well  statfed,  and  well  managed,  and 
could  compare  favourably  in  every  way 
with  the  very  be«it  Board  School  in  the 
country.  These  were  schools  which  did 
not  need  relief,  and  the  managers  of 
which,  if  left  to  themselves  would  hardly 
apply  for  relief  imder  this  Bill,  and 
they  certainly  would  not  do  so  if  mnj 
conditions  were  attached  to  the  graating 
of  that  relt^,  and  to  him  it  seemed  to  be 
folly  to  propose  any  scheme  wfai^ 
provided  Uiat  those  schools  which  did 
not  need  relief  should  share  ia  the 
money  which  was  so  much  wanted 
by  the  poorer  schools.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "j 
There  might  on  that  ground  be  aome- 
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thing  to  be  said  for  this  system  of 
federation — a  system  which,  he  thought, 
would  need  more  explanation,  and  no 
doubt  would  be  more  fully  understood 
when  the  terms  of  the  Bill  were  before 
them.  For  the  moment  he  would  like  to 
ask  for  information  at  once  as  to  the 
possible  size  of  these  federations — whe- 
ther two  schools  could  form  a  federation, 
for  example,  or  whether  it  would  be  a 
federation  oorering  two  or  three  ooonties. 
Much  would  depend  on  the  area  over 
which  the  federation  would  hare  control. 
He  must  say,  in  passing,  that  he  regretted 
tiiat  some  such  system  of  federation 
was  not  also  to  be  compulsorily  applied 
to  the  small  School  Boards  of  the  country, 
so  that  proper  and  more  efficient  manage- 
ment might  be  secured.  But  his  object 
in  rising  that  night  was  rather  to  em- 
phasise the  urgent,  the  crying,  necessity 
that  existed  for  the  relief,  not  of  the 
School  Boards,  not  of  the  Board  Schools, 
but  of  the  ratepayer — if  they  liked,  of 
the  Churchman — in  the  School  Board 
districts,  who  for  the  last  25  years  had 
been  compelled  to  pay  a  rate  which 
pressed  with  enormous  severity  on  the 
Churchman  and  on  the  ratepayer,  who 
was  to  have  no  relief  under  this 
proposal,  while  a  neighbouring  district 
■where  probably  the  Voluntary  Schools 
bad  been  supported  by  not  more  than 
two-and-a-baU  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion, would  receiTe  relief.  He  took  his 
own  constitcrancy — one  he  had  brought 
before  the  Committee  and  the  House  on 
previous  occasions,  and,  he  was  sorry  to 
Bay,  should  be  compelled  to  bring  forward 
until  relief  was  granted  to  tlie  district — 
an  area,  including^  a  population  of  over  a 
quarter  of  a  million,  and  with  a  School 
Board  rate  of  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound. 
This  rate  was  not  due  to  extravagance — 
he  could  not  press  that  too  strongly  on 
his  hon.  Friends  on  that  side  oi  the 
House.  Anybody  with  a  grain  of  com- 
mon sense  would  see  that,  with  a  rate 
of  these  proportions,  the  ratepayers 
would  take  pretty  good  care  that  there 
was  no  extravagance  on  the  part  of  their 
representatives.  The  very  existence  of 
that  heavy  rate  was  in  itself  a  check  upon 
all  extravagance.  The  high  rate  was 
simply  due  to  the  fact  that  they  had  a 
low  rateable  value  and  a  very  dense 
population,  coupled,  perhaps,  with  the 
other  influencing  cause,  that  it  was  a 
new  district,  formed  siiuce  the  Act  of 


1870,  and  therefore  but  slightly  supplied 
with  Voluntary  Schools.  Let  them  put 
this  Bill  on  the  very  lowest,  the  most  im-  ' 
moral  grounds  they  could — tliat  this  Bill 
was  for  the  relief  of  the  Church  supporters 
of  the  Government.  He  did  not  pretend 
for  a  single  instant  that  that  was  the 
ground  to  put  it  upon,  but  let  them 
assume  it  for  the  sake  of  argument. 
Then,  surdy  the  Churchman  in  a 
district  who  had  been  contributing  to 
the  support  of  the  Voluntary  Schools ' 
that  were  there,  and  had  been  com- 
pelled to  go  on,  year  after,  year, 
paying  this  constantly  increasing  School 
Board  rate,  might  well  look  to  the 
Government  and  claim  relief  with  as 
much  justice  and  with  as  much  hope  of 
receiving  sympathy  as  a  Church  sap- 
porter  of  Voluntary  Schools  in  another 
district.  And,  E^uld  he  say  with 
greater  expectation  of  securing  relief,  and 
with  greater  hope  of  securing  sympathy 
than  the  Churchman  in  another  district 
who  had  not  supported  the  Voluntary 
Schools.  It  must  bo  clearly  understood  ' 
that  of  that  one-third  of  the  ptipulation  '. 
which  now  paid  no  School  Board  rate, but 
very  few  indeed  of  tiiuso  ten  million 
people  subscribed  at  the  present  time  to 
Voluntiiry  Schools.  Might  he  venture  to 
say  that  if  Churchmen  generally  had 
done  their  duty  to  their  schools — ay  !  and 
Konconformists  too,  who  had  kept  their 
own  separate  management — ^if  they  had 
done  their  duty  to  their  schools  as  well, 
as  thoroughly  and  as  loyally  as  the  small 
percentage  had  done,  then  this  claira 
would  not  have  been  made  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  relief.  Take  a  district  like ' 
Preston  where  the  support  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools  had  fallen  entirely 
upon  the  purse  of  the  few,and  where  the 
great  mass  of  the  population  had  shirked 
their  duty  to  their  schools  and  evaded 
their  responsibilities.  He  appealed  to 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  Uie  Trea- 
sury whether  he  was  not  accurately 
describing  Preston,  as  a  town  which 
had  successfully  resisted  the  advent 
of  a  School  Board,  partly  on  account 
of  its  love  for  Voluntary  Schools,  and 
partly  on  account  of  its  dislike  of  the 
School  Board  rate,  and  that  the  number 
of  those  who  had  resisted  it  on  account 
of  their  dislike  of  the  School  Board  rate 
was  very  much  larger  than  those  who 
hod  shown  their  loyalty  to  Voluntary 
Schools,    ["  Hear,  hear  ! "] 
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Mr.  W.  R  M.  tOMLINSON 
(Preuton)  :  Really,  Mr.  Lowther,  I  must 
just  say  one  word. 

The  CHAIRMAN  op  WAYS  and 
MEANS  :  '*  Order,  order  !  "  Mr.  Gray. 

*Mb.  ORAY  continuing,  said  he  hoped 
he  was  not  misrepresenting  his  hon. 
Friend's  constituency.  He  had  no  in- 
tention of  doing  so  when  he  said  he  was 
informed  by  some  of  the  most  energetic 
supporters  of  the  Church  in  Preston 
quite  recently,  that  unfortunately  every 
effort  they  had  made  on  behalf  of  their 
Voluntary  Schools,  fell  largely  and  con- 
stantly on  the  same  few  individuals  who 
were  consistent  in  their  support,  and 
they  had  regretted,  as  everyone,  every 
friend  of  the  Voluntary  system  must 
regret,  that  the  large  mass  of  these  so- 
called  Church  supporters  had  not 
contributed  to  the  support  of  the  Church 
Schools.  He  ventured  to  say  that  those 
who  were  labouring  in  these  necessitous 
Board  districts,  had  as  much  right  to 
appeal  to  the  Government  fur  assistance 
as  those  who  had  failed  to  support  the 
schools  in  Voluntary  School  areas,  and 
he  very  Intterly  regretted  that  the 
scheme  now  before  the  Committee  left 
these  necessitous  districts  .  altogether 
unprovided  with  relief,  and  he  feared 
with  but  very  scanty  assurances  as  to  the 
future.  [The  Fibst  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
suKY  "No,  no,!"]  He  was  very  glad 
to  hear  that  disclaimer.  He  must  say 
that  from  the  courtesy  uf  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman,  he  had  a  hope,  a  very  strong 
hope,  tliat  in  the  early  part  of  this 
Session  some  provision  would  be  made 
for  them. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 


SUPPLY  [29tli  JANUARY]. 
AUltr   ML  PFLBMENTART  B^iTlHATB,  18dG-7. 

Resolution  reported ; 

"TItat  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£255,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Mejesty,  to  de- 
fray the  Charge  fur  Capittition  Grunts  and 
Miscellaneous  Chart^es  of  Volunteer  Corps, 
wjiich  will  come  in  course  of  payment  dunng 
the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March, 
1897." 

Itcsulution  agreed  to. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  BHJ* 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday. 


LAW  OF  EVIDENCE  (CRIMINAL  CASES) 
BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday. 


MUITARY  WORKS  [MONEY} 

Resolution  reported ; 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  ione, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  any  muns  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  £5,458,000,  for  Uit 
expenses  of  certain  Military  Works  and  oUicr 
Military  Services,  and  to  authorise  the  Tna* 
suiy  to  borrow  by  means  of  terminable  annm- 
ties,  payable  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided 
Parliament  for  Army  Services,  and,  if  tbon 
moneys'  are  insufficient,  out  of  the  CoMoh- 
dated  Fund,  such  sums  as  may  be  required  fa 
the  purpose  of  providing  money  for  the  isaie 
of  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  £5,458,000  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  or  the  repayment  to 
that  Fund  of  all  or  any  part  of  tbe  sum  n 
issued,  and  also  to  autboriM  the  application  of 
the  Surplus  of  Income  above  Kq>en<Utuie  fur 
the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  Uarcii, 
1897,"  towards  paying  any  sums  authorised  to 
be  issued  out  of  tLe  Consolidated  Fund  for  Mili- 
tary Worita" 

Resolution  Read  a  Second  time. 

Me.  T.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  hoped 
'the  Government  vould  not  press  thif 
Report  that  night.  If  they  did  he 
should  move  the  adjournment.  There 
had  been  but  an  unsatisfactory  discusaioc 
in  Committee  on  the  subject,  the  riglii 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  dpi 
having  complete  information.  There 
was  one  subject  upon  which  considerable 
interest  was  felt  out  of  doors,  and  that 
was  in  reference  to  the  lai^e  sum  askeJ 
for  for  the  erection  of  forts  on  the  mop* 
of  hills  around  Londcm.  He  did  not  think 
the  matter  ought  to  be  pressed  througb 
quite  so  quickly  as  this.  It  was  a  veir 
extraordinary  proposal,  and  the  Govent- 
ment  ought  to  give  them  fuller  informa- 
tion about  the  matter.  Although  the 
amount  involved  might  appear  to  be 
small,  the  bueiness  of  the  fortification  of 
this  great  metropolis  would  lead  to  ^ 
large  expenditure,  and  should  be  care- 
fully looked  into.  Unless  a  full  and  satis- 
factory explanation  was  given,  be  thou^t 
it  would  be  desirable  to  report  Progress. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  remarked  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke  at  some  length 
when  this  Hesolution  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee and  when  it  seemed  to  be  the 
general  desire  to  pet  on  with  the  discu* 
siun.    The  point  the  hon.  Member raiseJ 
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had  simply  reference  to  the  particulars 
of  an  ezp^iditure — ^perhaps  the  smallest 
in  the  Bill ;  and  what  he  had  asked  was 
that  the  Govemment  should  give  full 
information  and  details  as  to  every  site 
ou  which  it  was  proposed  to  mobilise 
troops.  He  might  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment desired  to  give  the  House  every 
possible  information  in  their  power,  but 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  designate,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  world,  the  pre- 
cise site  on  which  it  was  intended,  in 
case  of  invasion,  to  mobilise  troops.  But 
at  the  same  time  he  should  be  perfectly 
prepared  on  the  proper  opportunity — 
which  was  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill — ^to  give  the  House  as  full  informa- 
tion as  he  possibly  could  on  any  subject 
that  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  wish  of 
the  House  to  go  into.  As  he  told  the 
Committee  on  Friday,  the  Government 
proposed  to  circulate  with  the  Bill  a  full 
etatement  of  all  the  places  where  it  was 
proposed  to  reconstruct  barracks  at  a 
cost  of  nearly  three  millions  of  money. 
As  re&:arded  the  question  of  defeuce,  he 
thought  the  hou.  Gentleman  would  see 
there  were  limits  to  the  disclosures  it 
was  desirable  to  make.  On  Friday  he 
endeavoured  to  be  perfectly  frank  with 
the  Committee ;  he  put  before  it  every 
clora  of  expenditure,  with,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, details  of  that  expenditure,  and  he 
trusted  the  hon.  Member  and  the  House 
wouli  allow  the  Report  stage  to  be  taken, 
so  that  the  Bill  might  be  introduced.  If 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  look  at  the  Bill, 
and  select  the  points  ou  which  they  de- 
sired to  concentrate  their  attention,  the 
Government  would  endeavour,  to  the  best 
of  their  ability,  to  satisfy  every  reason- 
able dauand  that  might  bo  made  in  the 
matter. 

*Sui  C.  DILKB^  whilst  supporting  the 
Government  on  this  question,  was  bound 
to  say  that  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
had  himself  to  blame  for  attention  being 
called  to  this  particular  item  mentioned 
by  his  hon.  Friend,  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  introduced  the  matter  on  this 
head  in  a  most  unfortunate  way.  This 
wab  not  a  new  expenditure  for  the  fortifi- 
cation of  Loudon,  but  was  the  completion 
of  a  |>olicy  which  hod  been  carried  out 
steadily  ever  since  1888,  and  which  was 
almost  concluded  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, who  finished  the  more  important 
of  the  works  which  were  contem- 
plated in  this  suheme.     It  haJ  been 


represented  that  this  was  a  new 
departure— 

Mr.  BRODRICK  did  not  think  the 
right  hoQ.  Gentleman  understood  what  he 
said  the  other  night.  What  he  said  in 
the  schedule  under  which  this  was  con- 
tained was  that  the  item  was  of  a  some- 
what novel  character,  but  that  there  waa 
an  exception,  which  was  the  item  as  to 
the  fortification  of  London,  which  he 
then  pointed  out  had  been  the  policy 
of  successive  Governments  since  1888. 
*SiR  C.  DILKE  said  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  anybody  who  took  a  walk  round 
all  these  places  on  a  Saturday  afternoon 
might  see  them  for  himself,  as  the  prin- 
cipal ones  were  finished.  It  was  a  strange 
thing  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this  policy 
had  never  been  discussed  in  that  House, 
although  Mr.  Stanhope  mentioned  it  in 
1888.  What  was  intended  was  the  erec- 
tion of  certain  defences  for  the  decen- 
tralisation of  stores  for  the  use  of 
Volunteers  that  might  be  mobilised  at 
Dorking,  Boxhill,  Guildford  and  other 
places.  He  thought  it  was  &  pity  that  a 
language  of  mystery  had  been  used  about 
the  matter.  He  was  aware  that  some 
hon.  and  gallant  Members  opposite,  and 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  who  belonged  to 
the  Navy,  objected  to  it ;  but  he  himself 
supported  it,  and  should  vote  in  its  favour 
in  every  division,  as  he  believed  it  would 
give  a  certain  amount  of  confidence  to 
the  public  and  the  Fms  under  certain 
circumstances. 

S£R  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) 
deprecated  the  discussion  of  what  was  a 
very  serious  matter  before  they  had  the 
Bill  in  their  hands.  He  strongly  opposed 
that  portion  of  it  which  dealt  wiUi  tuiy- 
thing  like  the  fortification  of  London. 
That  was  only  one  item  of  the  Bill,  which 
covered  a  vast  amount  of  groimd  and 
dealt  with  the  most  serious  questions  as 
to  the  defence  of  our  Empire. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  thought 
it  was  very  desirable  that  they  should 
know  whether  London  was  being  sur* 
rounded  with  fortifications.  Nobody 
could  say  that  that  was  not  the  impres- 
sion conveyed  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
reading  Tht  Time»  newspaper.  The 
solemn  remonstrance  given  in  The  Timet 
in  regard  to  the  important  speech  of  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  against  the  pro- 
posal of  the  fortification  of  London 
showed  what  had  been  the  impression 
produced  by  the  right  hou.  Gentleman. 
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If  that  were  a  wrong  impreaaion,  some 
other  time  than  a  quarter  past  12  oclock 
should,  he  thought,  be  chosen  for  expUun- 
ing  it,  so  that  the  public  could  be  made 
to  understand  that  it  was  an  entire  de- 
lusion which  hal  been  disavowed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  He  thought  it 
had  created  almost  as  much  astonish- 
ment and  amusement  as  the  Bill  which 
was  introduced  that  afternoon.  [Laugli^ 
ter.]  The  Fortification  of  London  Bill 
and  the  Government  Education  Bill  were 
two  Bills  which  had  taken  the  public 
entirely  by  surprise.  [Ministerial  cries 
of  "  Oh  1 "  and  laughter.]  The  country 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  inquirii^ 
into  both  Measures.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would,  at  all  events,  say 
whether  they  were  going  to  erect  fortifi- 
cations round  London,  or  whether  they 
irere  not. 

Thb  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUEll  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Bbach, 
Bristol,  W.)  hoped  he  coidd  set  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at 
rest.  The  Government  were  not  going 
to  erect  a  series  of  fortifications  round 
Loudon  ;  they  were  simply  going  to  com- 
plete the  work  which  was  undertaken  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself. 
[Laughter.']  It  was  a  work  of  a  very 
simple  character.  It  had  cost,  he  thought, 
some  £G8,000  in  the  past,  and  in  the 
future  it  was  calculated  to  cost  not  more 
than  ^96,000,  and  he  did  hope  that  that 
being  so  the  Committee  would  feel  that 
there  was  not  a  very  important  question 
at  issue,  and  .that  they  would  allow  his 
r^ht  hon.  Friend  to  brii^  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DILLON  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  Irish  Members  to  resist  such  an  ex- 
penditure. He  did  not  care  very  much 
to  what  purpose  the  English  people  put 
their  money  provided  they  let  Ireland 
have  a  fair  share.  The  expenditure  on 
military  armaments  and  on  the  Navy 
during  the  last  four  or  five  years  had 
been  monstrous.  He  hoped  they  would 
have  the  support  of  the  Conservative 
Members  for  Ireland  in  opposing  this 
Keport,  because  the  present  expenditure 


was  BO  enormous  that  Ireland  was  unable 
ta  bear  her  share  of  the  burdm. 
*Mr.  HUDSON  EEARLBY  (Deron- 
port)  thought  that  the  expenditure  of  this 
additional  siun  of  £96,000  would  be  a 
little  wasteful.  The  statement  was  that 
London  was  going  to  be  fortified.  In  his 
constituency  there  had  been  erected  spl^- 
did  monuments  of  the  Palmereton  era  in 
the  form  of  so-called  fortifications.  Lord 
Palmerston  frightened  the  country  into 
spending  II  millions  of  money.  The 
whole  town  was  bfuricaded  with.  «irth- 
works  which  were  never  worth  a  pamy. 
Last  year,  as  an  act  of  humanity  to  the 
population,  the  War  Department  agreed 
to  assent  to  the  Town  Council  removing 
these  ridiculous  works,  which  they  have 
now  done  at  their  own  expense.  In  face 
of  that  experience,  he  thoiJ^ht  they  ought 
to  resist  this  attempt  to  waste  £96,000. 
The  sooner  the  item  was  removed  from 
the  Bill  the  better  it  would  be. 

Mr.  VBSEY  KNOX  (London  derrr) 
asked  how  much  money  was  to  be  spent 
in  barracks  in  Ireland.  In  many  places 
the  existing  barracks  were  almost  falling 
to  pieces.  Three  years  ago  a  promise 
was  made  that  the  barracks  in  his  con- 
stituency would  be  put  into  a  decent  con- 
dition, but  nothinj;  had  yet  been  done. 
Was  provision  made  in  this  Bill  for  the 
necessary  expenditure?  He  also  wanted 
to  know  what  proportion  of  the  whole 
sum  adsed  for  by  the  Government  was  to 
be  expended  in  Ireland.  He  fancied  that 
the  amount  intended  to  be  expended  in 
fortifying  Berehaven  and  Lough  Swilly 
was  exceeclmgly  small. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork,  Mid)  emphasised 
the  statfflnents  of  previous  speakers,  and 
hoped  that  the  works  in  Ireland  would 
not  be  proceeded  with  imtil  Irish  opinion 
had  been  consulted.  He  trusted  that  the 
Motion  would  be  pressed  to  a  division. 

Question  put,  "That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Resolution  — The  House  divided: — 
Ayes,  109 ;  Noes,  29.— (Divisioo  List — 
No.  9 — appended.)  * 


Aithnieed-Bartlett,  Sir  FJlis 
Atkinson.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Itniley,  Jbdioh  (Walworth) 
Bak«r,  Sir  .Tohn 
Balrarrer,  Lord 

Balfoar,  Rt.  Hon.A.J.  (^nch'r) 
Balfour,  GeraldWilliam  (Leeds) 
Buihnrjr,  Frederick  Ooorge 

6%r  William  Uarcourt. 


AYES. 

Bartlpv.  Gporpe  C.  T. 
Bpnch.Rt.Hon.SirW.H.(BriBtol} 
Becirope.  Hpnry  Howe 
Itoiican-on,  Arthur  Uriffith- 
BntFBey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 


Ca  vor.diBh,V.C.  W.  (Derliyahire) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.J.(Biraa.) 
Charrinfrtoii,  Sponcor 
Clare,  OctaviuB  Leigh 
Cloiigh,  Walter  Owen 
Cochrane,  Htm.  Thos.  H  A.  E 
Cofrhill,  DonglRB  Harry 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jeeae 
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Colomb,  Sir  John  CbArlea  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds) 
CQrzon,Tlt.Hn.G.N.(Lanc.S.W.) 
Cureon,  Viscount  ^Buckfl) 
Dalbiao,  Major  Philip  Hiig;h 
Daoe,  Ricbajd  H, 
DavioSjW.  Eee»- (Pembrokeflh.) 
Difrby,  JofanE.  D.  Wing:field- 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Chnrlcs 
Douglas,  Bi.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
i'elloweB,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Finch,  Geoi^a  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fairbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  'WllUfun  Hajres 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flanncrj',  Fortescuo 
G;*Iloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibb8,HnA.G.H.(City  ofLond.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  -Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Goldaworthy,  Major-General 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Hmiy  Robert 
Gray,  Emeet  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 

Hanbnry,  Rt  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Helder,  Augtistns 
Hennon-Hodge,  Robert  TrQtter 
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Hohhoose,  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenny,  William 
Kenyott-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Cornwall) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
TjAwson,  John  Grant  (Yorks)  ' 
Lee8o,8ir  Joseph  F.  ( Accrington) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.R.  (Essex) 
Long,Rt.Hn. Walter  (LiTerpool) 
Lloyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  Q.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cnmiuin;; 
McCalmont,7ilaj-.Gu.(Ant'm,N] 
Malcolm,  la^ 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray  ,Rt.Hn.A.Graham{Bate) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Kico],I)onald  Ninian 
I^kes,  Ebenezer 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pirie,  Captain  Duncan  Vernon 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Protyman,  Capt.  Emeet  Geoige 
Pryce-Jones,  Edward 
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Purvis,  Robert 

Rober^n,  Herbert  (Huikney] 
RuBseU,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seriy,  Charl^  Hilton 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (ChriBtchurch) 
Staaley,  Lord  (Lance.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  John  G.  (Oxford  Univ.) 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Vincent,  CoL  Sir  C.  E.  Howeu^ 
Wanktyn,  James  Leslie 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E.  (Isle  of  W.) 
Welby,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whitaley,.Il.  (Ashton-under-L.) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willooghby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  Edmond  R.  (Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wyvill,  Marmadoke  D'Arcy 

Tkllbiis  pob  the  Axes,  Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
AnstruUiWt 


Birrell,  Augustine 

Cawley.  Frederick 

Colville,  John 

Crean,  Eugene 

Daly,  James 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Ooddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Harrison,  Charles 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seals* 


NOES. 
Hazell,  Walter 

J  ones,  William  (Camarvonahire) 
Knox,  Edmund  I^^ancii  Yesey 
Lambert,  George 
Leuty,  Thomas  Ridimond 
Logan,  John  William 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Leitrim) 
McKenna,  Reginald 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 


Roberfa,  John  Bryn  (EifionJ 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J.  ■ 
Tanner,  Charles  Reams 
Williams,  John  CarveU  (Notts)  • 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York .  W,  R.) 
Woodhoiue^J.T(Hudd'rsf'ld) 

Tbllbbs  for  thb  Nobs,  Mr. 
Eearley  and  Mr.  Loagh. 


Bill  ordered  to  be  brou|^t  in  by  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mr.  Balfour  and  Mr.  Povell- 
WilliBma. 

Bill  to  provide  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  certain  Military  Works  and 
other  Military  Services,'"  presented 
accordingly,  aad  Read  the  Fint  time ; 
to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Tliursday, 
and  to  be  printed.— [Bill  105.] 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Committee  deferred  till  Wednesday. 


SUPPLY. 

Committee  deferred  till  Wednesday. 


LOCAL   AUTHORITIES  OFfcTCERS' 

SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day,  24th  February. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  [ELECTIONS) 
BILL. 

Read  a  Second  time^  and  committed 
for  this  day. 


EDUCATIONAL  ENDOWMENTS 

{IRELAND  ACT  (1885) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Committee  deferred  until  Wednesday. 


UNLAWFUL  POSSESSION  BILL. 
Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reading 
[29th  January]  further  adjourned  till 
Monday  next. 
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SHOPS  EAELY  OLOSIXG  BILL. 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day, 10th  February, 


MOTIONS, 


OCCUPYIXO  TENANTS  ENFRANCHISRHENT 
(PCRCH4SE  OF  FES  SIMPLE). 

BUI  to  enable  Occupyinff  Tenints  of  hoiieea 
nnd  placoB  of  buunoas  to  purchase  the  Feo 
Simple  of  their  holdings,  ordered  to  bo  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Bartley,  Sir  Frederick  Segar  Hunt, 
and  General  Goldsworthy ;  preHunted,  and  Road 
the  First  time ;  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  lOih  February,  and  to  be  printed. — 
t  Bill  106.] 

HARBIED  PERSONS  SMALL  INDUSTRIAL 
INCOMES  (tax  RBLIEF). 

Bill  to  extend  relief  from  Income  Tax  to 
Married  Peraonfi  with  Small  Industrial  Incomes, 
however  earned,  which  do  not  exceed  five 
hondrod  pounds  a  year,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Bartley  and  Mr.  Loder ;  preBeuted, 
and  Uead  the  First  time ;  to  be  ReacT  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  17th  Fobmary,  and  to 
be  printed.— [Bill  107.] 

BUILDING  PEUa  AND  LEASES  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relaUng  to  Feus  and 
Leases  for  Buflding  in  Scotland,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Coh-ille,  Mr.  John  Wilson 
(Govan),  Mr.  Caldwell  and  Mr.  Souttar ;  pre- 
Benled,  and  Read  the  First  time ;  to  be  Read  a 
Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  17th  March,  and 
to  be  printed.— [BUI  108.] 


MILITARY  WORKS  BILL 
(SCHEDULE  OF  PROPOSED  WORKS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Schedule  showing 
Propomd  Expenditure  on  Barrack  Ser- 
vices under  the  Military  Works  Bill  [by 
CommuidJ ;  to  lie  upon,  the  Table. 


TOLrNTART  SCHOOLS 
(AID  GRANT,  Etc.). 

On  the  Motion  that  the  House  do 
adjouni} 

The  first  LOBD  of  the  TBRA- 
SURY  said  :  It  may  be  convenient  to 
the  House  that  I  should  state  that,  as  we 
were  unable  to  finish  the  Committee  stage 
<^  the  Education  Resolution  to-night, 
I  shall  ask  the  House  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment facilities  for  finishing  the  matter 
to-morrow  night. 


Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  asked  whether  the  ri^^t  hoa- 
Gentleman  was  aware  that  on  the  Ifotdee 
Paper  there  was  a  matter  of  an  importut 
character  for  to-morrow,  and  whether,  if 
he  appropriated  a  private  Members'  day 
so  soon  in  the  Session  he  would  be  willing 
to  give  facilities  for  the  consideration 
this  important  matter  at  some  future 
period  of  the  Session.  It  was  very  hard 
upon  Members  who  Had  been  fortunate 
in  the  ballot  to  have  their  oppwtUDitj 
taken  away  from  them. 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  think  it  is  very  hard,  and  I 
would  much  rather  be  discussing  or 
listraing  to  the  discussion  of  my  hoa. 
Friend's  Motion  than  bearing  the  same 
arguments  on  this  matter  repeated 
ad  nauseam  ;  but  I  have  no  choice. 

Mr.  LOUGH  asked  the  right  hoD. 
Gentleman  whether  as  great  interest  vas 
taken  on  both  sides  of  the  House  in  this 
important  matter,  it  was  his  intention, 
if  tiie  Debate  was  not  finished  toimorroT 
to  go  on  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
or  whether  he  would  insist  on  the  divi- 
sion to-morrow. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  Oh,  I.  hope  we  shall  finish  to- 
morrow. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I 
must  protest  against  the  language  held 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  In  the 
discussion  to-njght  a  large  amount  of  the 
condemnation  of  bis  Resolution  came 
from  his  own  supporters,  and  yet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  was  a 
repetition  of  arguments  ad  nauseam.  In 
my  opinion  that  is  not  proper  language 
to  address  to  either  side  of  the  House. 
I  venture  to  say  that  if  he  expected  to 
dispose  of  such  a  question  as  this  in  a 
single  night's  discussion  he  is  entirdr 
misapprehending  the  whole  character  of 
this  Bill,  and  the  necessity  of  the  country 
understanding  what  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  will  be.  When  he  tells  ua  he  U 
going  to  rush  this  Bill  through  in  a 
single  night's  discussion,  with  the  amount 
of  differences  of  opinion  which  has  been 
exhibited  to-night^  I  must  say  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  formed  a  voy 
erroneous  judgment  of  the  charactw  d 
the  Bill,  and  of  the  manner  it  is  likely  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  House  of  Commou. 

Honse  adjourned  at  a  Quarter 
before  One  o'doA 
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HOUSE  OF  LOEDS. 
Tuesday,  Snd  February  1897, 


POST  OFFICE  CONSOLIDATION  BILL 

A  Bill  to   consolidate  enactments 

relating  to  tho  Poit  Office  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Doke  of  Norfolk ;  Read  1** ; 
to  be  printed  :  and  to  be  Bead  2*  on 
Friday  next— [No.  9.] 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  2nd  February,  1897. 


STATrXE  LAW  REVISION  BILLS  AND 
CONSOLIDATION  BILLS. 

Mored,  That  a  Committee  of  Seven 
Xx)rds  be  appointed  to  join  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
consider  all  Statute  I^aw  Revision  Bills 
and  Consolidation  Bills  of  the  present 
Session  (The  Lord  Chancellor)  ;  Agreed 
to  :  The  Lords  following  were  named  of 
the  Committee : 

L.  Chancellor. 
E.  Morley. 
L.  Watson. 
L.  Herschell. 
L.  Thring. 
L.  Welby. 

L.  James  of  Hereford. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  agree  with  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Chairman ; 

Then  a  Message  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  Houseof  Commons  to  acquaint 
them  therewith,  and  to  request  them  to 
appoint  Seven  Members  of  that  House 
to  be  joined  with  the  said  Committee 
pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  28th  of  January  last  and  to  the 
Message  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
yesterday  signifying  Uieir  concurrence  in 
the  said  Resolution. 


House  adjourned  at  Twenty-five  minutes  before 
Five  o'clock,  to  Thursday  next,  ai 
Qiurter  past  Four  o'clock. ' 

VOL.  XLV.  [pocRTH  amuEs.]  ^ 


PRIVATE  BILLS. 
The  CHAIRMAN  op  WAYS 
ATSD  MEANS  reported,  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  Standing  Older  LXXIX.,  he 
had  conferred  with  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  in 
which  House  of  Parliament  the  respec- 
tive Private  Bills  should  be  first  con- 
sidered, and  they  had  determined  that 
the  Bills  contained  in  the  following  List 
should  originate  in  the  House  (A  Lords, 
viz. : — 

1.  Aberbrothwick  Harbour. 

2.  Alexandra  (Newport  and  South 

^ales)  Docks  and  Railway. 

3.  Assam    Railways   and  Trading 

Company. 

4.  Barry  RaUway. 

5.  Belfast  Water. 

6.  Birminghun  Churches. 

7.  Borrowstounnes^  Town  and  Har- 

bour. 

8.  Bournemouth  Corporation. 

9.  Brading  Harbour  and  Railway 

10.  Bray   and    Enniskerry  Railway 

(Extension  of  Time)* 

11.  Bristol  Corporation  (Docks). 

12.  Bristol  Extension. 

13.  Bristol  Tramways. 

14.  Bute  Dock  and  Rhymne^  Railway 

Companies  Amalgamation. 

15.  Bute  Docks,  Cardiff. 

16.  Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council. 

17.  Caledonian  Railway. 

18.  Carnarvon  Corporation. 

19.  Chatham  Loop  Railway, 

20.  Christchurch  Inclosure  Allotments. 

21.  Clontarf  and  Hill  of  Howtii  Tram- 

road. 

22.  Clydebank  and  DiEtrict  Water. 

23.  Clyde  Navigation  (Extension  at 

Time). 

24.  Cordoba  Central  Railway  Oomr 

pany. 

25.  Cowes  Gas. 

26.  Cowes  Harbour  (No.  ]). 

27.  Cowes  Harbour  (No.  2). 

28.  Craigcrook  Mortification. 

29.  Crichton  Royal  Institution* 
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30.  Crowhnrst,  Sidley,  and  BexhOl 

Railway. 

31.  Deal  and  Walmer  Water. 

32.  Dnblin  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital. 

33.  Dublin  Unitad  Tramwaya  (Electri- 

cal Power). 

34.  Dublin  United  Tramways  (New 

Lines). 

35.  Dablin,   Wicklow,  and  Wexford 

Railway  (New  Rosa  and  Water- 
ford  Extension). 

36.  Dablin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford 

Railway  (Shillelagh  Eztensicm, 
&o.), 

37.  Eastboarne  Corporation  Water. 

38.  Eastbourne  Water. 

39.  Eastern  and  Church  Hope  Railway. 

40.  Edinburgh  American  Land  Mort- 

gage Company. 

41.  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Ratlwajra 

and  Harbours. 

42.  Fylde  Water  (Transfer). 

43.  Glasgow  Harbour  Tunnel  Com- 

pany. 

44.  Gravesraid  and  Milton  Water. 

45.  Orareeend  uid  Nortbfleet  Water 

Board. 

46.  Gravesend  Corporation  Water. 

47.  Great  Northern  Railway  (Ireland). 

48.  Great  Western  Railway  (Bristol 

Lines). 

49.  Great  Western  Railway  (Truro  and 

Newquay  Railway). 

50.  Guild    of    Literature    and  Art 

(Dissolution). 

51.  Harrogate    Corporation  (Water 

Transfer). 

52.  Harrogate  Water. 

53.  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Tram- 

way. 

54.  Hastings  Harbour. 

55.  Hastings  Harbour  District  Rail 

way. 

56.  Hastings  Harbour  Railway. 

57.  Hunstanton  Water  and  Gas. 

58.  King's  Lynn  Corporation. 

59.  Kingstown  and  Kingsbridge  Junc- 

tion Railway  (Abwdonment). 

60.  Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East 

Coast  Railway. 

61.  lincoln  and  East  Coast  Railway 

and  Dock. 
'  62.  Liverpool  City  Churches. 

63.  Liverpool  Corporation  (No.  1). 

64.  Liverpool  Corporation  (No.  2). 

65.  Liverpool  Corporation  Tramways. 

66.  Llanelly  Harbour. 

67.  London  and  South  Western  Rail- 

way (Meoa  Valley  Riulway), 
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68.  London  and  South  WeBtem  BaU- 

way  (Yariona  Powers). 

69.  London  Bank  of  Ansfmlift. 

70.  Loughborough  Corporatioa. 

71.  Lowestoft  Corporation. 

72.  Lowestoft  Water  and  Gaa. 

73.  Malvern  Link  Urban  District  Gas 

74.  Malvern  Urban  District  Gas. 

75.  Manchester  Ship  Canal. 

76.  Mason's  Orphanage. 

77.  Mason  University  Collie. 

78.  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 

79.  Midland  and  South  Western  Janc- 

tion  Railway. 

80.  Morecambe  Urban  District  OoanciL 

81.  Mumbles  Railway  and  Pur  (Ex- 

tension, of  Time). 

82.  Nar  Valley  Drainage. 

83.  Neath  Corporation  Tramways. 

84.  Neath    Harbour   (Eztensiaii  of 

Time). 

85.  Newhaven  and  Seaford  Wator. 

86.  New  Hunstanton  Water  and  Gas. 

87.  Newport  Corporation. 
.88.  Newry  Navigation. 

89.  North  London  Ccnnmercial  Perma- 

nent Building  Society. 

90.  North  London  Railway. 

91.  North  Pembrokeshire  uid  Fid- 

guard  Railway. 

92.  Provident  Life  Office. 

93.  Railway  Clearing  House. 

94.  Railway  Clearing  System  Saper- 

annuation  Fund. 

95.  Railway  Passengers'  Assurance. 

96.  Rathmines  and  Rathgar  Towiishq» 

Tramways  and  Improvement. 

97.  Rhondda  and  Swansea  Bay  Bail- 

way. 

98.  Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys  Gas 

and  Water. 

99.  Rio  Tinto  Company. 

100.  St.  Aone's-on-the-Sea  Gas. 

101.  Southunpton  Corporation  Tram- 

ways. 

102.  Southampton  Corporation  Water. 

103.  South  Eastern  Railway. 

104.  Stirling  Burgh  (Gas). 

105.  Stromness  Harbour. 

106.  Swansea  Corporation  Tram w^a. 

107.  Swansea  Improvements  and  ^am- 

ways. 

108.  TaflFValeRaUway. 

109.  Taunton  Gas. 

110.  Torquay  Corporation  Water. 

111.  Tyne  Improvement. 

112.  Tynemouth  Corpwation  Water. 

113.  Tynemouth  Gas. 

114.  Vale  of  Glamorgan  Railway. 
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115.  Vale  of  Hheidol  Light  Railway. 

116.  'Whiting's  Patent. 

117.  Windsor  Dock,  Cardiff. 

118.  Wrexham,   Mold,   and  Connah's 

Qoay  Railway. 


SHOPS  BILL. 

Second  Reading  d^erred  irora  to- 
morrow till  Wednesday,  10th  February. 


NOTICES  OF  MOTION. 


FOOD  SUPPLIES  (united  KINGDOM.) 

Me.  henry  SETON-KARR  (St. 
Helens)  :  To  call  attention  to  the  wholly 
inadequate  prodncti(m  of  food  supplies 
within  tiie  area  of  the  United  Kingdom 
in  relation  to  its  large  and  increasing 
population ;  and  to  move,  That,  in  the 
opinicm  of  this  House  the  dependence  of 
the  United  Kingdom  on  foreii^n  imports 
for  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  conse- 
quences that  would  arise  therefrom  in  the 
event  of  war,  demand  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment. 
[Tuesday,  2nd  March.] 

BVSSIA  IN  NOirrB-BAST  ASIA. 

Sir  ELLIS  ASHMEAD  -  BART- 
LETT  (Sheffield,  Ecclesal!) :  To  call  at- 
tention to  the  great  advance  of  Russian 
power  in  north-east  Asia  and  generally  ; 
and  to  move  a  Resolution.  [Tu^day,  2nd 
March.] 

TAXATION  ON  CLERICAL  INCOMES. 

Mb.  LAURENCE  HARDY  (Kent, 
Ashford):  To  call  attention  to  the  unequal 
and  increasing  pressure  of  Local  and 
Imperial  Taxation  upon  the  Incomes  of 
the  Clergy ;  and  to  move  a  Resolution. 
[An  early  day.] 

FOOT  OFFICE  (rOUB   MILE  RADIUS.) 

Mr.  C.  T.  GILES  (Cambridge,  Wis- 
bech) :  That,  having  regard  to  the  profits 
made  by  the  Post  Office,  it  is  the  duty  of 
that  Department  to  deliver  letters  to  all 
persona  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
living  within  a  four  mile  radius  oi  a  Post 
Office.    [An  early  day.] 


ROYAL  PATRIOTIC  FUND. 

Mr.  HUDSON  KEARLEY  (Devon- 
port)  ;  To  call  attention  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund 
Commissioners  and  move  a  Resolution. 


FLOATING  DERELICTS. 

Mr.  CUMMING  MACDONA  (South- 
wark,  Rotherhithe) :  On  going  into  Com* 
mittee  of  Supply,  to  call  attention  to  the 
subject  of  floating  derelicts,  and  move. 
That,  in  view  of  the  number  of  derelict 
ships  which  have  been  proved  to  be  con- 
tinually present  on  the  great  Atlantio 
Ocean  steamship  and  sailing  routes,  and 
whidi  are  a  source  of  danger  to  all  ships 
navigating  that  ocean,  it  is  desirable 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  should 
station  a  cruiser  or  cruisers  at  Queens- 
town,  or  some  such  port  on  the  Irish 
coast,  charged  with  the  duty  of  searching 
for  derelicts,  and  towing  them  into  har- 
bour or  destroying  them,  as  seems  best 
to  the  officer  in  clui^. 


QUEST/OSS. 


BELFAST  TEXTILE  TRADES  (PINES). 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE,  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  See* 
retary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  is  aware  that  many  girls 
engaged  in  the  textile  trades  in  Belfast, 
have  struck  against  the  long  lists  of  large 
fines  recently  placarded  in  the  mills ; 
and,  whether  instructions  have  been 
given,  either  to  the  local  Inspector  of 
Factories,  or  to  the  Women's  Factory- 
inspection  Department  of  the  Home 
Office,  to  inquire  whethw  the  proposed 
fines  are  "  fair  and  reasonable  "  under 
the  Truck  Act  of  1895,  with  a  view  to 
their  carrying  out  the  duty  of  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  imposed  by  the  Truck 
Act  of  1887  1 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  Lancashire, 
Blackpool)  :  Yes,  Sir,  the  strike  in 
qaestion  has  been  engi^^g  my  anziow 
2U  3  n  ] 
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attention.  T  understand  that  many  of 
the  workpeople  have  returned  to  work, 
and  I  have  been  hoping  that  the  matter 
would  be  settled  by  mutual  agreement ; 
if,  however,  this  should  fail,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  proceedings 
under  the  Truck  Act  of  last  Session, 
which,  for  the  first  time  gives  the  workera 
full  protection  against  all  unfair  or  un- 
reasonable finra.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
'inspector,  with  whom  I  am  in  constant 
communication,  to  see  that  the  Act  is 
complied  with,  and  very  precise  instruc- 
tions Iiave  been  given  to  him  and  all  the 
inspectors  on  the  subject. 


AGRICULTURAL  PRICES  (IRELAND). 
Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  (Leitrim, 
N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1) 
whether,  in  view  of  the  admitted  fall  in 
the  prices  of  agricultural  produce  in  Ire- 
land, he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
bringing  some  pressure  within  the  law  to 
bear  on  Irish  landlords  to  induce  them 
to  give  their  tenants  abatements  in  rents 
now  due  and  fallinj;  due ;  and  (2),  is  it  his 
intention  to  employ  the  forces  of  the 
Crown  in  carrying  out  evictions  in  cases 
where  abatements  were  refused,  and 
tenants  were  unable  to  enter  Court  in 
order  to  have  their  rents  revised  1 

*The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gerald  Balpoub, 
Leeds,  Central)  :  I  have  no  means  of 
exercising  influence  in  the  direction 
'suggested  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
Question.  My  information,  however,  is 
to  the  effect  that  landlords  on  many 
estates  hare  given  abatements  in  rents. 
There  is  no  connection  between  the 
employment  of  the  forces  of  the  Crown 
and  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  a  land- 
lord to  grant  an  abatement  in  particular 
cases,  as  the  sheriff  is  entitled  to  demand 
and  receive  the  protection  of  the  forces 
of  the  Crown  in  executing  all  decrees  of 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  I  have  no  option 
in  the  matter.  I  may  add  that  the 
number  evictions  throughout  Ireland 
in  the  years  1895  and  1896  was  lower 
than  in  any  year  since  1877. 

Mr.  J.  C.  FLYNN  (Coi-k,  N.)  asked 
if  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  included  the  practical  evictions, 
though  not  the  physical  evictions,  carried 
-  out  under  Section  7  of  the  Act  of  1887 1 

Sir  MaUhew  WhiteMidl«y. 


(Connemara ).  1 036 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  am 
speaking  of  evictions  that  have  actosllj 
taken  place. 

ILLEGAL  TRAWLING  (SCOTLAND). 

*Mr.  J.  G.WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) : 
I  beg  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  wheths-, 
having  rc^iuxl  to  the  numerouB  oompliiDtE 
of  illegal  trawling  off  the  coasts  of  Seot- 
land,  he  will  state  why  the  Fishery  Board 
for  Scotland  have  failed  to  give  effect,  so 
for  as  the  Island  of  Lewis  is  conc^ned, 
to  the  provisions  of  Section  10,  sub-SectioD 
( 1),  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  Emulation  (Scot- 
land) Act  1895,  which  empowers  the 
Board  to  make  a  bye-law  or  bye-lavi 
directing  that  the  methods  of  fifihing 
known  as  beam  trawling  and  (rtter 
trawling  shall  not  be  used  in  any  arm 
or  areas  under  the  jurisdiction,  Her 
Majesty  within  13  miles  of  the  Soottiah 
coast ;  and,  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  to 
make  a  bye-law  dealing  with  this  matta 
at  an  early  date  1 

*TiiE  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Gra- 
ham Murray,  Buteshire)  :  As  the  hm. 
Member  should,  be  aware,  Section  10, 
sub-Section  (1),  of  the  Sea  Fisheries 
(Scotland)  Act  1896,  can  only  be  acted 
upon  if  the  concurrence  of  the  States 
Signatories  of  the  North  Sea  Conven- 
tion has  been  obtained.  The  whole 
question  is  at  present  engaging  the 
earnest  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government ;  but,  as  it  involves  points 
of  great  difficulty,  no  decisioa  has  yei 
been  arrived  at. 


EVICTIONS  (CONNEMARA). 
Mb.  W.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Gra- 
nemara)  :  I  beg  to  isk  the  CThicf  Seen- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
( 1 )  whether  he  is  aware  that  four  femilies. 
numbering  in  all  26  souls,  are  left  home- 
less  as  the  result  of  evictions  in  Carae, 
Connemara,  the  names  being  ^t. 
Mulkerrin,  Letterard,  seven  in  familr: 
Widow  Folan,  Letterard,  seven  in  familv; 
Widow  King,  Mace,  eight  in,  famHy: 
and  Tom  Connelly,  Mace,  ten  in  familT ; 
that  all  the  I)elongings  of  the  poor  peo^ 
were  carried  outside  their  dwellings,  the 
doors  of  the  houses  locked,  and  no  one 
admitted  back  as  caretakers  ;  (2)  whether 
the  relieving  officer  attended  these  evic- 
tions, and  whether  he  has  seen  any  of 
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these  families  since  and  offered  them 
either  indoor  or  outdoor  relief ;  and  ^3) 
whether  the  I-ocal  Govei-nment  Board 
would  issue  special  instructions  to 
relieving  officers  in  future  to  attend 
such  evictions  and  offer  relief  when 
necessary  } 

Mb.  GEBALD  BALFOUR:  The 
persons  named  in  the  Arst  paragraph 
were  evicted  on  the  18th  January  for 
non-payment  of  rent.  The  relieving 
oflScer  was  present  on  the  date  specified 
in  the  eviction  notices,  but  the  evictions 
did  not,  however,  take  place  on  that 
date.  On  application  being  made  to  him 
by  the  wives  of  Pat  Mulkerrin  and 
Thomas  Connelly  he  offered  them  relief  in- 
side the  workhouse.  He  refused  to  give 
them  out-door  relief  as  they  had  catUe, 
sheep,  and  potatoes.  Keither  Mra.  King 
nor  Mrs.  Folan  has  made  any  apjdioation 
to  the  relieving  officer  for  relief.  As 
regards  the  last  paragraph,  having  regard 
to  Sections  2  and  4  of  the  11  <k  12  Vict., 
cap.  47,  the  Local  Government  Board 
do  not  consider  any  further  special 
instructions  are  required.  I  may  add 
that  I  am  informed  that  Mulkerrin  and 
Mrs.  Folan  have  hince  been  re-instated  in 
their  holdings. 


CALAIS  HARBOI'K. 

Sir  BEVAN  EDWARDS  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
snry,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  if  the  mails  for  the  Continent 
which  should  have  left  Dover  on  Satur- 
day night  the  23rd  January  were 
detained  their  till  10.30  a.m.  on  the  24th 
in  consequence  of  the  diiBculty  of  entering 
Cdias  Harbour ;  and,  if  so,  why  they 
were  not  sent  to  Folkestone  for  shipment 
to  Boulogne  as  on  a  previous  occasicm. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
STJRY  (Mr.  R.  W.  HaMbObt,  Preston): 
It  is  the  case  that  the  night  mails  for 
the  Continent  on  the  occasion  referred 
to  were  delayed  through  difficulty  in 
entering  Calais  Harbour  during  the 
storm  ;  but  the  circumstances  were  not 
identical  with  those  of  the  previous  case 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member.  Arrangements  have  been 
concerted  with  the  contractors  and 
the  French  Post  Office  to  meet  the  case 
of  an  accumulation  of  mails  at  Dover 
through  protracted  bad  weather;  and 
such  an  accumulation  was  avoided  on 


the  previous  occasion  by  using  the 
Boulogne  route.  But  in  cases  where 
it  is  uncertain  whether  the  Calais 
route  will  not  be  practicable  after  a 
short  delay,  the  expense  of  diversion 
from  the  regular  route  is  not  considered 
justifiable  in  order  to  avoid  the  chance 
of  delay  to  one  mail  only.  In  the  par- 
ticular case.of  the  23rd  ultimo  consider^ 
able  uncertainty  existed,  and,  as  it 
turned  out,  the  Saturday  night  and  Sun- 
day morning  mails  were  taken  to  Calais 
together  on  Sunday  morning. 

TELEPHONE    SEEVICE  (TUNBEIDGE 
WELLS). 

Mr.  a.  GRIFFITH -BOSCAWEN 
(Kent,  Tunbridge) :  I  be^  to  ask  tiia 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  Gtoneral,  wheuier 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  long 
continued  complaints  of  the  inefficiency 
and  costliness  of  the  local  telephone 
service  at  Tunbridge  Wells ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  large  number  of  sub- 
scribers, owing  to  tho  impossibility  of 
getting  any  improvement  from  the 
National  Company,  have  given  notice  to 
withdraw  their  subscriptions;  whether 
he  has  received  a  Resolution,  passed  last 
week  unanimously,  by  the  Town  Council 
of  Tunbridge  Welk,  asking  him  to  give  a 
licence  for  the  formation  of  a  local  com- 
pany; whetlier  a  similar  request  was 
made  to  him  by  a  deputation  in  May 
last  year  ;  and  whether  he  will  be  willing 
to  grant  this  request  1 

Mb.  HAN  bury  :  Yes,  Sir.  The 
attention  of  the  Postmaster  General  has 
been  called  to  the  complaints  from  Tun- 
bridge Wells.  He  is  not  aware  of  the 
number  of  subscribers  who  have  given 
notice  to  withdraw  their  subscriptions. 
The  Resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Town  Conndl  on  the  6th  <^  January 
duly  reached  the  hands  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  who  caused  its  receipt  to  be 
acknowledged  on  the  Uth  of  January. 
A  request  for  a  licence  to  enable  a  local 
company  to  be  established  in  Tunbridgo 
Wells  was  made  by  a  Deputation  which 
was  introduced  to  the  Postmaster 
General  on  the  I9th  of  May  last  by  the 
hon.  Member.  Since  then,  the  Post- 
master General  understands  the  National 
Telephone  Company^  by  arrangement 
with  the  Corporation,  have  doubled  their 
telephone  wires  and  placed  tl  em  under- 
ground so  as  to  meet  the  cc-mploints  of 
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iaeflSoieney,  and  he  has  reasoD  I  believe 
that  tiie  service  has  been  considerably 
improved.  He  is  still  in  communication 
with  the  Town  Council ;  with  the  Tele- 
phone Subscribers'  Committee  ;  and  with 
the  National  Company,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Telephone  service  at  Tunbridge 
Wells,  and  he  is  not  at  present  in  a 
position  to  come  to  a  decision  as  to  the 
course  whieh  he  should  adopt. 

Mk.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  asked 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  give 
any  indication  when  a  decision  might  be 
expected  ;  an  early  answer  was  promised 
to  the  deputation  last  May. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  oannot  say,  but 
I  will  put  the  matter  before  the  Post- 
Master  General. 


1010 


IIAKSLAUGHTER  AT  MANCHESTER. 
Mr.  C.  E.  SCHWANN  (Manchester, 
N.) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  he 
has  decided  to  recommend  Her  Majesty 
to  reduce  the  sentence  of  three  years' 
impriacmment  passed  on  J.  Hall  at  the 
Autumn  Assizes  in  Manchester  for  the 
manshtughter  of  his  wife,  and  in  support 
of  which  appeal  a  memorial  containing 
12,000  signatures  was  presented  to  him 
at  the  close  of  last  year  1 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
I  have  not  come  to  any  decision  at 
present,  as  I  thought  it  desirable  to 
communicate  with  the  learned  Judge 
who  tried  the  case,  and  his  answer  has 
not  yet  reached  me. 


DUTY  ON  SCOTCH  HERRINGS. 
Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  in  the 
I4th  Report,  he  is  prepared  to  represent 
to  the  Governments  of  Austria  and 
Russia  tlie  need  of  the  reduction  in  t^e 
duty  on  herrings  imported  from  Scothmd 
into  th<me  countries  1 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  G.  Curzon,  Lancashire,  Southport) : 
We  have  decided,  after  consultation  with 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  that  under 
existing  circumstances  there  would  be  no 
advantage  in  making  such  representa- 
tions. 

JTn  Hcuibury. 


Engineers  (Cad^). 

ENGmSEBS 


{COMMOITS} 

INDIAN  ABTILLERY  AND 
(CADETS). 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  {Hall,  Cen- 
tral) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  has  received 
a  sworn  declaration  made  by  Coltuel 
A.  C.  Turner,  Colonel  C.  H.  Spragge, 
Colonel  J.  F.  Brough,  and  Colonel 
A.  N.  Fearse,  all  of  the  Royal  Artillery, 
witii  referoice  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  16  successful  amdidates 
who  had  competed  for  cadetstups  in 
Addiscombe  Con^;e,  in  December  1859, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  comnussions  in 
the  Indian  Artillery  and  Engineers,  were 
in  December  1860  induced  to  accept 
comnussions  in  Her  Majesty's  Royal 
Artdllery  or  Engineers,  the  Govemmesnt 
having,  while  these  cadets  were  pursuing 
their  course  for  the  Indian  Army  at 
Addiscombe,  decided  not  to  make  any 
more  appoinbnoits  to  the  Indian 
Artillery  and  Kngineors ;  wheUier  tbeee 
Officers  bad  passed  the  examinataon  pre- 
scribed by  the  regulations  for  the 
admission  of  candidates  for  cadetships  in 
the  Engineers  and  Artillery  of  Her 
Majesty's  Indian  forces,  under  the  34th 
clause  of  the  Act  of  21  &  22  Vict.,c.l06, 
and  been  sworn  in  as  Indian  cadets,  and 
on  their  part  had  duly  fulfilled  the  tenns 
and  conditions  <^  the  regnlatioDB ; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  particu- 
larly drawn  to  the  statement  in  the 
declaration  that  early  in  December  1860 
the  16  cadets,  of  whom  these  officers  are 
the  survivors,  were  asked  by  Sir  Fred- 
erick Abbott,  the  Governor  of  Addis- 
combe, if,  as  no  more  appointments  were 
to  be  made  for  India,  they  would  accept 
commissions  in  Her  Majesty's  Royal 
Artillery  or  Engineers,  ami  were  assured 
that  the  privil^;es  that  would  have 
belonged  to  them  if  appointed  would  be 
guaranteed ;  that  £100  each  was  sabee- 
quently  paid  them  towards  their  expmaes 
at  Addiscombe  by  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment, in  accordance  with  One  of  the  ocmi- 
ditions  under  which  they  had  received 
their  cadetships  ;  also  that,  on  joining  at 
Woolwich  at  Addiscombe  early  in  1861, 
10  of  the  candidates,  including  the 
declarants,  who  obtained  commissions  in 
Her  Majesty's  Royal  Artillery,  w«re 
assured  by  Colonel  G.  Kennedy,  then  in 
command  of  the  depdt,  tliat  if  tbey 
would  consent  to  volunteer  toe  geneml 
service  their  privil^es  under  t£»  ood- 
ditions  in  the  regulations  for  admission 
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to  oadetships  at  Addisoombe  would  be 
preserved  to  them  ;  will  he  explain  why, 
in  q[)ite  <tf  these  declarations,  they  have 
been  retired  on  pension  at  English  in- 
stead of  Indian  rates,  and  have  been 
deprived  of  the  benefit  which  would  have 
accrued  to  them,  had  they  been  appointed 
to  the  Indian  Army,  of  counting  the 
year  they  spent  at  Addisoombe  towards 
pension ;  aiid  whether  as  these  cadets 
were,  induced  to  (»ntinue  their  course 
and  accept  appointments  in  Her 
Majesty's  Artillery  byassaranoeaoffidally 
given  to  them  by  two  superior  officers 
represffiiting  tiie  Crown,  the  Gorern- 
ment  now  intends  to  repudiate  these 
assoranoes? 
*The  under  secretary  op 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Bbodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  lean  add  very  little 
to  the  replies  made  to  my  hon.  Friend  in 
1895,  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Stirling  District.  The 
salient  point  in  the  case  is,  that  these 
officers  never  were  in  tiie  Indian  Army, 
appointments  to  which  had  ceased  before 
they  came  out  of  Addiscombe.  What- 
ever hopes  were  held  out  by  the 
Governor  of  that  college  were  certainly 
unauthorised ;  and  they  were  set  aside 
in  advance  by  the  Indian  General  Order 
of  the  9th  December  1859,  intimating 
that  "  all  future  appointments  of  cadets 
should  be  made  subject  to  any  alteration 
that  may  be  decided  upon." 


POLICE  BESERVE  FORCE,  DUBLIN. 

Me.  PATRICK  M'HTTGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieatenant  of  Ireland  what  has  been  the 
average  strength  of  the  Police  Reserve 
Force  at  the  dep6t,  Dublin,  during  the 
last  financial  year,  and  what  was  the 
cost  of  same  for  that  year  % 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOtJR  :  The 
average  number  of  reserve  men  at  the 
depdt  during  year  ended  3 1  at  March 
1896,  was  262,  including  head  constables  ; 
and  the  cost  for  that  year,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  ascertained  was  ^20,190  including 
the  pay  of  officers. 


8CTENCE   AND   KKT  CI-ASSES. 
Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  {West  Ham, 
N.)  :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
tiie  Committee  oi  Council  on  Education 
vhether  his  attention  has  hew  directed 


to  Circular  Letter  No.  314  of  the  Science 
and  Art  Department  which  purports  to 
explain  a  paragraph  of  the  Science  and 
Art  Directory ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  explanation  is  contrary  to  the 
interpretation  which  has  been  generally 
placed  on  the  regulations  contained  in 
the  directory  by  the  managers  of  science 
classes  and  evening  continuation  schools 
and  opposed  to  the  practice  generally 
observed  in  such  schools  and  classes ; 
and,  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
serious  loss  of  grants  wbidi  will  result 
from  the  operation  of  these  instructions, 
he  will  have  the  new  r^^ations  so 
modified  that  while  one  attendance  may 
not  be  registered  for  two  grants,  yet 
grants  may  be  made  for  separate  atten- 
dance at  science  and  art  classes  by  pupils 
who  are  also  attending  day  schools  in 
accordance  with  the  existing  practice  1 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  John  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University)  :  The  object  of  the  circular 
and  the  regulation  to  which  it  refers  is  to 
prevent  a  double  grant  beingpaid — one  by 
the  Education  Department  and  the  other 
by  the  Science  and  Art  Department. 
No  school  need  come  under  the  regula- 
tion during  the  present  year  ;  there  is 
the  option  of  working  under  the  present 
system  of  payment  by  results.  The 
meaning  of  the  circular  is  that  a  sdiolar 
on  the  register  of  a  day  elementary 
school  cannot  be  also  registered  for  an 
attendance  grant  from  the  Science  and 
Art  Department.  It  is  not  intended  to 
appi;  to  evening  schools  and  classes, 
llie  whole  subject  has  been  referred  to  a 
Departmental  Committee,  which  will 
report  to  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
the  grants  of  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  and  the  regulations  neces- 
sary to  prevent  their  overlapping  those 
of  the  Education  Department. 

Mr.  GRAY  asked  if  as  the  circuliu' 
stood  it  would  prevent  pupils  attending 
evening  classes  and  also  attending 
science  classes  from  receiving  separate 
grants. 

Sir  J.  GORST  said  it  would  not, 
because  during  the '  present  financial 
year  the  cireular  would  work  under  the 
old  system  of  payments  by  results,  and 
before  entering  another  year  the  Com- 
mittee would  report  and  arrangements 
would  be  made. 
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ST.  ANDREW'S  SCHOOL.  ^MLLESDEN-!  ThB  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  LOCAL 
Mb.  J.  H.  YOXAIX  (Nottingham)  :  j  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Hesbt 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the !  Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  The 
Committee  of  Council  on  Educaticn  if ;  Local  Government  Board  are  of  opinion 
he  is  aware  that  at  the  public  elementary  J  that  neither  under  the  Superannuation 
school  of  St.  Andrew's,  Willesden,  two  j  Act  of  1864,  nor  under  the  Act  of  last 
certificated  schoolmistresses  and  an  ,  Session,  is  a  PnUic  Vaccinatw  who  is 
assistant  teacher  have  received  notice  of  j  paul  by  fees  under  a  contract,  an  cAcer 
dismissal  from  the  chairman  of  the .  to  whom  a  superannuation  could  be 
manai^  of  tlie  school  because  they  granted.  I  am  not  contemplating  any 
decline  to  sign  a  memorandum  of  agree- '  alteration  of  the  law  in  this  respect, 
ment,  by  the  terms  of  which  they  would 


have  been  bound  to  be  regular  communi- 
cants and  attendants  at  tlie  church  of 
St.  Andrew's  ;  that  an  increase  of  salary 
was  withheld  from  a  certificated  assistant 
master  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not 
attend  that  particular  church,  and  that 
finally  he  was  dismissed  bocanse  he  did 


SCHOOL  BOABDS  {SCOTLAiJP^ 
Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk 
Burghs)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  liord  Advocate 
upon  what  principle  the  Scotch  Edaca- 
tion  Department  now  refuses  to  continoe 
to  pay  the  additional  grant  claimed  by 
certain  Scotch  School  Boards  in  virtue  of 
that  part  of  Section  67  of  the  Education 


not  so  attend ;  and,  will  he  cause  an 

inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  management '  (Scotland)  Act  1872 1 
.of  St.  Andrew's  FnbUc  Elementary  i  *The  LORD  ADVOCATE :  I  under 
School,  Will^den,  with  regard  to  the ;  stand  the  bon.  Member's  Qnestacm  to 
disposal  of  the  public  moneys  granted ,  refer  to  the  case  of  scholars  in  evening 
by  the  State  out  which  the  teachers  schools.  The  Scottish  Education  Depart- 
are  paid  ?  ment  has  had  the  matter  under  its  cod- 

Sm  J.  GORST  :  My  attention  has  sideration,  and  has  taken  legal  opinion, 
been  called  to  the  statements  referred  to  ^*      advised  that  in  view  of  the  fact 


in  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question,  and  I  hare  seen  them  with 
very  great  regret.  [Che^ra.]  The  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  however,  have  no 
power  to  interfere  in  the  appointment  or 
dismissal  of  teachers ;  and,  in  the  absence 
of  such  power,  are  not  prepared  to  insti- 
tute the  suggested  inquiry. 

Mr.  a.  j.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield, 
Brightside) :  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  any  sug- 
gestion or  remonstrance  has  been  made 
with  these  managers,  or  whether  the 
C<nnmtttee  of  Council  propose  to  deal 
"with  them  in  any  way  for  the  action 
they  have  taken  t 

Sir  j.  GORST  :  No,  Sir.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Council  decline  to  interfere  in 
otiier  people's  business.  [Laughter.] 


VACCINATION  MEDICAL  OFFICEHS. 
Sir  WALTER    FOSTER  (Derby, 


that  there  is  now  no  restriction  of  age  ia 
the  case  of  scholars  in  evening  schouls, 
and  as  such  schools  are  not  part  of  the 
accommodation  which  it  is  compulsMy 
on  School  Boards  to  provide,  this  attend- 
ance cannot  be  included  in  reckonii^ 
the  average  attenduice  in  the  sense  of 
the  section  referred  to. 


LOANS  TO  TENANTS  (IEEI^ND;. 
Mb.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  charges  for 
interest  and  repayment  of  principal  on 
loans  to  tenants  advanced  by  tiie  Board 
of  Works,  Ireland,  amount  to  £7  10s. 
per  cent,  per  annum ;  and  will  be,  in 
view  of  the  straitened  drcumstanoes  of 
tenant  fanners  in  Ireland,  consider  the 
advisability  of  extending  the  period  for 
repayment  of  those  loans,  so  as  to  gi\*e 
immediate  relief  to  the  occupiers  <rf  agri- 
cultural holdings  without  entailing  any 


Ilkeston)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  |  pecuniary  loss  on  the  Treasury  1 


the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
vaccination  medical  officers  come  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Ijiw  Super- 
annuation Act  of  1896;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  amend  the 
Act  in  this  respect  1 


Mr.  HANBURY  :  Tenants'  loans 
are  repayable  if^  an  annuity  of  6} 
per  cent,  per  annum  for  22  yean 
(covering  interest  at  abont  £3  Ss.  per 
annum)  unless  the  tenant  deeirBs  to  pay 
within  a  shwter  period,  wbon  be  has  the 
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option  of  increasing  Uie  amount  of  the 
annoal  instalments  to  such  an  amount 
as  will  repay  the  loan  in  the  period 
selected  by  him.  'So  loan  is  granted  un- 
less the  estimated  value  of  the  anticipated 
improvement  to  l)e  derived  from  the 
works  is  greater  than  the  annuity.  As 
the  hon.  Member  is  aware,  the  general 
question  of  the  rate  of  loans  is  now 
under  the  consideration  of  my  right  hon. 
FWend  the  Chancellor  cX.  the  Exchequer. 


RAILWAY  KATES  (IRELAND). 

Mk.  J.  P,  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
ix>rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  whether 
he  has  received  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  on  the  25th  January  by  the  Old- 
castle  Board  of  Guardians,  stating  that 
in  consequence  of  the  high  local  tariffs 
and  low  preferential  through  rates  Irish 
Railway  Companies  are  imposing  such 
burdens  on  Irish  commerce  as  will  tend 
to  crush  it ;  and,  (2)  whether  he  is  pre- 
pared to  recommend  the  appointment  of 
A  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
feasibility  and  desirability  of  State  pur- 
chase of  Irish  Railways,  as  to  work 
them  economically  for  the  benefit  of  the 
entire  country  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  have 
received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  part  of  the  Question. 
As  regards  the  second  paragraph,  it  has 
already  been  pointed  out  that  the  sug- 
gested State  purchase  of  railways  in 
Ireland  has  been  considered  by  two 
Royal  Commisuona  which  sat  in  1865 
and  1886.  I  see  no  reason  for  the 
appointment  of  a  third  Royal  Com- 
mission to  go  over  the  same  ground 
again  after  so  brief  an  interval. 


FLOODS  (COUNTY  LONGFORD). 
3lB.  J.  p.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  complaints 
have  reached  him  of  the  flooding  of  all 
the  lowlands  on  the  banks  of  the  tri- 
butary streams  which  flow  into  the  Kiver 
Shannon  from  Booskey,  county  Bos- 
common,  to  Athlone  ;  whether  it  is  the 
&ict  that  a  large  volume  of  water  is  kept 
unnecessarily  back  by  the  shutting  down 
of  the  floodgates  at  Tarmonbarry  and 
alao  at  Athlone ;  whether  such  a  course 
IB  an  absolute  necessity  for  navigation 


purposes ;  and  whether  any  steps  can  be 
taken  to  so  widen  and  deepen  the  River 
Camlin  as  to  prevent  the  disastrous 
floods  that  continually  occur  in  county 
Longford  % 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  am  informed 
that  every  stream  in  the  Shannon  dis- 
trict was  flooded,  and  that  the  flood  was 
about  an  ordinary  winter  flood.  The 
Rooskey  and  Tarmon  sluices  were  all 
opened.  At  Tarmon  the  sluices  were 
not  running  full,  and  the  surface  of  the 
water  above  the  sluices  was  at  or  below 
the  summer  level.  With  a  view  to  pro- 
tecting the  low-lying  land  along  the  river 
between  Athlone  ami  Meelick,  27  miles, 
the  Athlone  sluices  were  cither  not 
opened  or  only  slightly  opened,  but 
Lough  Rea  (above  Athlone)  did  not  rise 
so  as  to  cause  much  flooding.  The 
navigation  was  not  in  any  way  affected 
by  the  sluices,  and  was  not  taken  into 
consideration.  No  works  are  in  con- 
templation by  the  Government  on  the 
Camlin  River,  which  has  its  own  Local 
Drainage  Board. 


BRITISH  JirSEUM  STAFF. 
*Mr.  J.  F.  HOGAN  (Tipperary, 
Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
staff  of  the  British  Museum  are  the  only 
oi&cials  in  the  State-supported  institu- 
tions of  the  Metropolis  who  are  deprived 
of  the  Saturday  half-holiday  all  the  year 
round ;  and,  whether  it  would  be 
possible,  by  working  with  a  reduced 
staff  or  in  some  other  manner  satisfaotory 
to  the  trustees,  to  make  a  concession  of 
alternate  Saturday  afternoons  to  t^ose 
hard-working  and  deserving  officials  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  know  of  no 
right  to  a  Saturday  half-holiday,  except 
that  which  is  allowed  by  the  two  Orders 
in  Council  of  1890  to  the  Higher  and 
Second  Divisions.  That  right  is  con- 
fined to  alternate  Saturdays  uid  is  only 
when  the  Department  is  a  seven  hours' 
office,  and  then  only  on  condition  that 
the  Head  of  the  Department  is  satisfied 
that  the  state  of  public  business  will 
permit  of  it.  The  assistants  in  the 
British  Museum  are  only  required  to 
attend  six  hours  per  diem,  so  they  have 
not  even  this  contingent  claim  under  the 
Order  in  Council.  If  the  hon.  Member 
is  referring  to  the  attendants,  they  have 
no  claim  to  a  half-holiddy.   Whether  it 
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would  be  possible  to  do  as  he  sn^ests  is 
a  qaestion  not  for  tiie  Treasury,  but  for 

the  trusteett  of  the  British  Museum  to 
decide.  I  understand  that  the  trustees 
have  already  considered  the  matter,  and 
have  decided  that  it  would  be  impossible, 
on  the  ground  that  Saturday  afternoon 
above  all  others,  is  the  time  when  there 
is  generally  most  pressure,  owing  to  the 
increased  attendance  of  the  puUic 

GSEAT   NORTHEBN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY  OF  IRELAND. 

Mb.  JAMES  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  of  Ireland 
shunt  trains  over  a  level  crossing  enter- 
ing the  town  of  Castleblaney,  causing 
delay  and  danger  to  the  people  who  use 
Uiis  crossing  ;  and,  whether  his  Depart- 
ment have  been  able  to  take  any  steps 
during  the  Recess  to  induce  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Gompany  of  Ireland 
to  erect  a  bridge  over  the  railway  thwe  t 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  Croy- 
don) :  The  Board  of  Trade  have  this 
morning  received  a  letter  from  the 
Company,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the 
Directors  have  decided  to  put  up  a  foot- 
bridge over  this  level  crossing  ;  and  that 
their  engineer  has  been  instructed  to 
communicate  with  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners at  Castleblaney,  with  a  view  to 
coming  to  an  arrangement  as  to  the 
position  of  the  bridge  which  wUl  suit  all 
purposes. 

Mr.  DALY  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  take  into  account  the 
fact  that  the  railway  company  shunted 
over  this  level  crossing,  and  that  it  was 
only  a  footbridge  they  were  gcnng  to 
erect  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  was  aware 
that  it  was  a  footbridge  the  oompuiy 
were  going  to  erect,  but  he  could  not 
give  any  further  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  DALY  said  he  would  raise  the 
question  <ni  the  Estimates. 

CONGESTED   DISTRICTS  (HIGHLANDS 
AND  ISLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND). 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  can  state  when  the  Bill 
to  deal  with  the  £15,000  voted  last  year 
in  idd  of  Congested  IMstricts  in  the 

J/r.  Banbury, 


Highlands  and  Islands  of  SooUand  wiU 

be  introduced  1 

*The  LORD  ADVOCATE:  I  can 
only  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  no  date 
can  as  yet  be  fixed  for  the  introdaction 
of  the  Bill  in  question. 

TIUMPAN  HEAD  LIGHTHOUSE 

{ISLAND  OF  LEWIS). 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  can 
now  state  when  the  constructioQ  of  the 
lighthouse  on  Tiumpan  Head,  Island  of 
Lewis,  will  he  commenced  % 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  Although  the  Boaid 
of  Trade  have  sanctioned  tlie  establish- 
ment of  a  light  on  Tiumpan  Head,  I  am 
not  yet  able  to  say  when,  having  regard 
to  the  claims  of  other  works  also  under 
consideration,  the  state  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Marine  Fund  will  admit  of  the  work 
being  commenced. 


POST  OFFICE  AMENDMENT  ACT,  im. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secr^ 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  Qen««l,  whether,  and,  if  so, 
when,  he  proposes  to  ia1xt)duce  a  Bill  to 
extend  to  Scotland  the  provisions  c/t  the 
Post  Office  Amendment  Act,  1895 1 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  hope  that  I  may 
be  able  to  introduce  a  Bill  this  sessiuo 
which  will  deal  with  the  matter  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers. 

ELEilENTARY  SCHOOUi  (HIGHLAXDS 
AND  ISLANDS  OP  SCOTLAND). 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to. ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  younger  childr^ 
attending  school  in  the  Highlands  sod 
Islands  of  Scotland  are  unable  to  speak 
English,  the  inspectors  visiting  soch 
schools  will  be  autiiori&ed  to  question  the 
children  in  Gaelic  whenever  such  a  course 
seems  desirable,  as  is  already  draia  is 
Wdsh  in  t^e  schools  of  Wales  t 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  :  I  mnst 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  Artide  19 
of  the  Code  directs  that  in  districts  wfa«re 
Gaelic  is  spoken  the  intelligence  <^  the 
children  may  be  tested  by  requiring  tbetn 
to  explain  in  Gaelic  the  meaning  of  avf 
passage  read  or  redted. 
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CROFTEBB  A.CT,  1886. 
Me.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Grovernmeat  pro- 
pose to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  extend  the 
beneats  of  the  Crofters  Act,  1886,  to 
tenants  holding  under  lease  in  the 
crofting  counties  of  Scotland  at  rentals 
u£  £$0  and  under  1 
*TeE  LORD  ADVOCATE  :  No,  Sir  ; 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  not  con- 
vinced Uiat  a  case  cw  be  made  out  for 
the  alteration  of  the  law  suggested  m 
the  hon.  Member's  Question. 

SCHOOL  TEACHERS*  FENSIOXS 
(IRELAND.) 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH :  I  beg 
to  aak  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  under  existing 
arrangements,  a  national  teacher  in 
Ireland  of  the  first  class,  assuming  he 
commences  to  teach  at  the  age  of  18 
years,  would,  after  20  years*  service,  ba 
entitted  to  a  pension  of  only  £S  a  year 
and  that  a  third-class  teacher  would* 
after  30  years'  service,  be  entitled  to  a 
pension  of  only  £\0  a  year ;  is  he  aware 
that  the  Irish  National  Teachers'  Pension 
Fund  is  insolvent  through  no  fault  of  the 
teachers  but  through  mistakes  made  by 
Government  actuaries ;  and  will  the  fund 
be  placed  in  a  position  of  solvency  by 
special  grant,  and  without  deducting  for 
such  purpose  any  sum  from  the  arrears 
of  school  grant  due  to  Ireland  under  the 
Education  Act  of  1892  1 

Mr.  HANBUBY  :  The  pensions  at 
the  two  periods  would,  I  understand,  be 
those  stated  in  the  Question.  In  prac- 
tice the  teachers  prefer,  a  gratuity  to  a 
pension — and  they  woald  receive  £95 
and  j£llB  respectively.  English  teachers 
entered  since  1862  receive  no  pension. 
It  is  not  possible  within  the  limits  of  an 
answer  to  explain  the  causes  which  have 
led  to  the  present  condition  of  the  fund, 
bat  one  important  cause  is  the  fact  that 
existing  teachers  are  paymg  much  less 
than  is  required  to  produce  one-fourth  of 
the  benefits,  and  have  thus  materially 
profited  by  the  error  in  the  original 
calculation.  The  steps  to  be  taken  to 
place  the  fund  in  a  sound  position  are 
now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mb.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
it  is  a  fact  that  an  Irish  natwnal  teachor 


who  commences  to  teaoh  at  the  age  of  18 
years  can  claim  full  pension  only  after  a 

service  of  43  to  46  years  j  is  there  any 
other  department  of  the  public  service  in 
which  so  long  a  term  of  service  is  required 
in  order  to  secure  full  pension  ;  and  could 
he  state  what  are  the  periods  of  service 
after  which  teachers  in  elementary. schools 
in  Great  Britain  are  permitted  to  retire 
on  full  pension  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  undei^ 
stand  tii&t  the  teacher  described  would, 
if  a  man,  receive  full  pension  at  the  age 
of  61,  after  43  years'  service ;  and  if  a 
woman,  at  58,  after  40  years'  service. 
The  teachers  are  pensionable  under  a 
special  code.  But  I  may  say  it  frequently 
happens  in  the  Civil  Service  that  the 
full  pension  is  not  earned  until  after  more 
than  40  years*  service.  I  am  informed 
that  no  teacher  in  Great  Britain  who 
entered  since  1862  is  entitled  to  pension, 
and  that  the  roles  under  which  pensions 
are  given  to  those  who  entered  before 
1862  are  so  different  from  the  Irish 
system  ^at  no  comparison  can  be  in- 
stituted ;  but  I  believe  them  to  be  on  the 
whole  not  more  favourable  to  the  teivchers 
thah  the  Irish  system. 

NATIONAL  SCHOOLS  {IRELAN1>). 

Mr.  J.  C.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  Managers  of  National  Schools 
in  Ireland  and  the  Teachers  Organisa- 
tion have  repeatedly  called  for  the 
reduction  of  the  average  necessary  for 
the  employment  of  assistant  teachers, 
and  that  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  last  year,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  requested  the  Treasury  for  sufficient 
funds  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  pro* 
posed  alteration ;  (2)  whethei*  he  will  use 
his  influence  with  the  Treasury  so  as  to 
secure  the  necessary  net  grant  to  meet 
the  views  of  the  Commissioners ;  and  (3) 
will  he  recommend  that  the  assistant 
teachers  at  present  threatened  with  with- 
drawal of  salary,  owing  to  the  refusal  of 
the  Treasury  to  accede  to  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Board  of  Education,  shall 
be  retained  in  the  pay  of  the  Commis- 
sioners pending  a  settlement  of  the 
question  1 

Mh.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Rmre- 
sentations  have  been  made  as  stated  in 
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the  first  paragraph  of  the  Qneition.  The 
Estimates  for  the  coming  financial  year 
are  now  closed,  bat  I  shall  be  prepared 
agaiD  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Treasury  in  connection  with  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  year  1898-99  should  the 
Commissioners  so  desire.  As  regards  the 
last  paragraph,  the  Commissioners  have 
no  power  to  continue  payment  to 
assistant  teachers  where  the  conditions 
of  the  existing  Rules  as  to  the  average 
dailr  attendance  for  assistants  are  not 
fulfilled. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Ijord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  (1)  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
fiTe-eightbs  of  the  number  of  Irish 
National  Schools  at  present  the  staff 
consists  of  one  recognised  teacher  only, 
single  teachers  being  thus  responsible  in 
over  5,000  schools  the  efficient  teach- 
ing of  eight  standards  on  40  different 
part  subjects  daily ;  and  (2)  whether  the 
Commission  of  Inquiry  respecting  the 
employment  of  manual  labour  in  National 
Schools  will  take  into  consideration  the 
exceptional  circumstances  of  rural  schools 
in  Ireland,  and  inquire  into  the  educa- 
tional soundness  of  making  the  staff  of 
such  schools  dependent  upon  attendance 
rather  than  upon  the  number  of  classes 
and  subjects  taught  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  There 
is  only  one  teacher  in  abont  five  out  of 
eight  National  Schools,  but  in  a  very  large 
number  <tf  iheae  schools,  where  tbe 
aver^  daily  attendance  is  sufficient, 
the  teacher  is  aided  by  one  or  two  paid 
monitors.  In  practice,  the  individual 
daily  instruction  alluded  to  in  the  second 
paragraph  is  not  given,  nor  is  it  necessary 
for  the  efficient  instruction  of  the  classes, 
and  certainly  no  teacher  is  held  respon- 
sible for  such  an  arrangement.  The 
general  arrangement  is  to  have  certain 
subjects  taught  on  only  two,  or  perhaps 
three,  days  in  the  week.  As  regards  the 
third  paragraph,  the  Commission  has 
been  appointed  to  inquire  how  far  and 
in  what  form  manual  and  practical  in- 
struction ^ould  be  indnded  in  the 
educational  system  of  the  primary 
schools  under  the  Board  of  National 
Education.  I  am  unable  to  say  whether 
the  Commission  will  consider  the  Ques- 
tion referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
as  coming  within  the  scope  of  the 
reference  to  them. 

Mr.  GereUd  Sct^oia; 


INDIAN  TROOPS  (SCURVY). 
*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  to 
ask  the  Se(»vtary  of  State  for  India  if 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  rumonr  cf 

scurvy  having  been  prevalent  among 
the  Indian  troops  at  Suakin  and  Tokar 
last  year. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Gborge  Hamiltos, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  Indian  troops 
at  Suakin  were  attacked  for  a  short  time 
by  a  sudden  outbreak  of  scurvy,  daring 
which  two  British  officers,  103  men,  and 
85  followers  were  admitted  to  bospttal, 
suffering  from  this  complaint.  In  about 
a  month — viz.,  by  the  beginning  of  Nov- 
ember— it  was  completely  eradicatedj  and 
the  general  officer  commanding  was  able 
to  report  that  "  by  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber, so  far  as  the  men  were  concemed, 
the  force  was  as  fit  to  take  the  field  as 
it  was  on  its  arrival  in  the  country." 


TENANTS  HOLDINGS 
(COUNTY  MONAGHAN). 

Mr.  DALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
tenants  in  the  townlands  of  Moylemore 
and  Moylebeg,  on  the  estate  of  Major 
Leslie,  county  Monaghan,  have  applied 
to  the  Irish  Land  C^mmisioners  to 
purchase  the  landlord's  mortgage  on 
their  holdings  ;  and  that  the  Irish  Land 
Commissioners  have  replied  that  the 
recent  Irish  Land  Act  does  not  give  them 
power  to  deal  with  such  cases ;  and 
whether  he  will  bring  in  a  Bill  thii 
Session  to  give  relief  to  tenants  8a<^  as 
those  referred  to? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOL'R :  The 
Land  Commissioners  are  unable  to  trace 
any  such  application  as  is  referred  to  in 
this  Question.  I  have  already  replied 
to  the  second  paragraph  of  tbe  Qoestaoo. 


DEPORTATION  OF  PAUPERS  TO 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  DALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  stat*  when  he 
intends  introducing  the  Bill  to  prevent 
the  deportation  of  paupers  from  England 
and  Scotland  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFODR  :  T  havw 
again  and  again  explained  that  any  Bill 
which  would  provide  a  real  rraoedy  for 
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^he  gnevance  complained  of  oould  not 
emanate  from  the  Irish  Office,  as  it  vould 
have  to  deal  wjth  tHe  Poor  Law  as  it  now 
exists  in  England  and  Scotland.  I  am 
unable,  therefore,  to  aasvrar  the  question 
of  the  hoQ.  Member. 


CRETE. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  iDformation  has  reached  him 
that  some  Christian  peasants  returning 
to  Uimr  villages  were  attacked  near  the 
gate  of  Caiwa  by  an  armed  band  of 
Mahomedans  on  the  evening  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  several  of  them  maltreated  or 
wounded,  and  their  mules  and  ba^age 
taken  from  them ;  that  great  excitement 
prevails  in  Canea,  and  a^l  the  shops  have 
been  closed ;  and  that  some  Christians 
were  wounded  outside  the  gates  of 
Heraklion  on  the  27th  ultimo ;  and 
wliether  any  representations  have  been 
addressed  by  the  reprraentationa  of  the 
Powers  to  the  Vail  of  Crete  or  to  the 
Government  of  the  Porte  respecting  these 
alleged  attacks  upon  the  persons  and 
properties  of  Christian  subjects  1 

.  Mr.  CUKZON  :  We  have  not  heard 
of  the  particular  incident  at  Canea  men- 
tioned in  the  Question.  But  during  the 
past  few  weeks  there  have  been  frequent 
alarms  in  the  towns,  owing  to  the  immi- 
gration of  Mussulmans  from  the  country 
districts,  and  there  have  been  murders, 
both  oi  Christians  and  Mussulmans. 
The  foreign  ships  of  war  have  produced 
a  calming  effect  by  their  presence  at  the 
porta,  and  movement  to  the  threatened 
quarters.  The  Turkish  authorities  ap- 
pear to  be  doing  their  utmost  to  main- 
tain order  and  restore  confidence,  and 
the  foreign  Consuls  are  in  close  communi- 
cation with  them.  The  continuance  of 
peace  depends  largely  upon  the  organi- 
sation of  the  new  gendarmerie  which  is 
being  rapidly  proceeded  with. 

AfiMT  OFFICEES*  UNIFORM. 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  any  allowance  will  be  made  (o 
Officers  of  the  Army  who  have  been 
ordered  to  provide  themselves  with  the 
new  mess  waistcoat  and  patrol  jacket  in 
addition  to  the  new  sword  hilte  of  last 
year ;  when  the  new  helmet  is  to  be 
taken  into  use ;  and  why  Officers  are 


RY  1897}  (ScoOand).  1054 

pat  to  such  expense  in  the  matter  of 
uniform  ? 

*Mr.  BRODRTCK:  No  change  has 
been  made  in  the  mess  waistcoat,  but  a 
less  expensive  mess  jacket  and  patrol 
jacket  have  been  introduced  for  in&ntry 
officers,  and  ample  time  has  been  allowed 
for  those  now  in  use  to  be  worn  out. 
As  the  object  of  the  change  has  been  to 
make  officers'  uniforms  more  serviceable 
and  less  expensive,  and  as  the  change  is 
known  to  have  been  very  generally 
desired  by  the  officeis  concerned,  no 
necessity  for  compensation  is  likely  to 
arise.  No  decision  has  yet  been  come  to 
as  to  the  introduction  <^  a  helmet  of  a 
new  pattern. 

NETLEY  HOSPITAL  (ASSESSMENT). 

Sir  HARRINGTON  SIMEON 
(Southampton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (1)  whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  since  the  year  1876  the 
Government  has  paid  on  an  assessment 
of  £3,385  on  Ketley  Hospital;  (2) 
whether  this  sum  represents  about  one- 
fonrth  the  estimated  annual  value ;  and 
(3)  whether  he  will  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  having  a  new  valuation  mode  of 
Netley  Hospital  ] 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is,  Yes.  The  Local  Assess- 
ment Committee  accepted  this  valuation 
as  satisfactory  in  1876,  and  have  never 
asked  for  a  revision  until  last  July.  The 
Treasury  at  once  expressed  their  readi- 
ness to  make  a  new  valuation,  and  on 
July  18th,  and  again  on  January  18th, 
asked  for  information  from  the  Assess- 
ment Committee  which  has  not  yet  been 
supplied  to  them. 


EQUIVALENT  ORANT  (SCOTLAND). 

Mr.  WALTER  THORBURN 
(Peebles  and  Selkirk)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  cS.  the  Exchequer  whether 
the  Gorornment  are  prepared  to  give  an 
assurance  that  an  equivalent  grant  will 
be  given  to  Scotland  in  proportion  to  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  in  England  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  We  do  not  think, 
as  was  stated  last  year,  that  the  system 
of  "  equivalent  grants  "  is  properly  ap- 
plicable to  the  matter  dealt  with  in  my 
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rig]it  bon.  Friend's  Bill ;  bnt  should  this 
BUI  become  lav,  no  doubt  fair  aid  will 
be  given  to  primary  education  in  Scot- 
land, in  such  manner  as  may  be  suitable 
to  the  educational  requirements  of  the 
coiuntry. 

Mr.  JAMES  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S) : 
May  I  ask  upon  what  basis  that  aid  will 
be  calculated,  or  when  ihs  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  able  to  make  a  state- 
ment on  the  subject  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER :  I  imagine  any  proposals 
of  the  kind  conld  not  be  introduced 
until  it  was,  seen  what  the  result  may  be 
of  the  BUI  which  my  right  hon.  Friend 
introduced  lost  night.   ["  Hear,  hear  I "] 

TRTRTT  MAILS. 

Mr.  J.  L.  CAREW  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  it  was  with  the 
consent  of  the  Post  Office  authorities 
that  the  time  of  departure  of  the  Irish 
day  mail  train  was  altered  from  7.30 
a.m.  to  7.15,  in  order  to  allow  a  Scotch 
connection  to  be  made  ;  whether,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Irish  mail  aer- 
Tice  in  1860,  the  day  and  night  trains  to 
and  from  London  have  been  run  at  the 
same  rate  <d  speed  ;  whether,  under  the 
proposed  new  time  table,  the  day  maU  ser^ 
vice  is  to  be  run  at  a  slower  speed  ^an 
the  night  train ;  and,  whether  he  will 
endeavour  to  have  the  day  service  run  at 
the  same  speed  as  the  proposed  ac- 
celerated night  servioe,  and  thus  con- 
venience the  public  by  an  hour's  later 
start  at  Euston  and  Dublin  respectively  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  dispatch  of 
the  Irish  day  maU  train  from  Euston 
was  altered  from  7.30  a.m.  to  7.15  a.m. 
in  1867,  bat  it  was  not  until  1872  that 
the  Irish  train  was  utilised  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  Scotch  bags.  It  is  the 
case  that  the  Irish  day  and  night  trains 
have  since  1860  been  run  at  practically 
the  same  rate  of  speed.  Under  the  new 
time  table  the  acceleration  of  the  trains 
will  be  confined  to  the  night  mail.  The 
acceleration  of  the  day  mail  trains  would 
be  attended  with  considerable  additional 
expense,  which  the  advantage  to  the 
mail  service  is  not  held  to  justify.  The 
convenience  of  half-an-hout^s  later  start 
from  Dublin  has  been  conceded  to 
passengers  under  the  new  time  table,  but 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


in  regard  to  the  dispatch  from  London 
the  postal  advantage  is  entirely  <m  the 
side  of  maintaining  the  present  dispatdi 
of  7.15  a.m. 


AEBITRATION    TREATY    WITH  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  wUI  lay  upon  the  Table  at 
this  House  the  text  of  the  Arbitradon 
Treaty  between  this  country  and  the 
United  States  as  recently  signed  T 

Mr.  CURZON:  If  the  bon.  Member 
will  put  a  Motion  upon  tbe  Paper  for 
the  production  of  the  Treaty,  Hw 
Majesty's  Gtovemment  will  have  no 
objection  to  lay  it  tm  liie  Table. 


PAEISH  COUNCIL  ELECTIONS. 
*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER:  I  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  has  received 
any  and,  if  so,  what  representations  on 
the  subject  of  the  new  Order  for  the 
election  of  parish  councils,  whic^  de- 
prives one  elector  of  the  right  to  demand 
a  poll  for  the  election  of  parish  coon- 
cillors,  and  orders  that  a  poll  cannot  be 
taken  unless  the  chairman  assents,  or  it 
is  donanded  by  five  electors  present  at 
the  meeting,  or  by  one-third  of  those 
present,  whichever  number  is  least  t 

Mr,  CHAPLIN:  I  have  received  no 
representation  since  the  Order  referred 
to  was  issued,  adverse  to  the  conrae 
which  has  been  adopted  in  this  matter. 

*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER :  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  apart 
from  representations,  whether  he  has 
considered  if  tibis  Older  does  not  contn- 
vene  the  words  of  tiiie  Statute,  inasmndi 
as  it  takes  away  from  tiie  electors  tbe 
power  to  demand  a  poll  on  a  qoestioa  of 
expense  t 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  think,  Sir,  tbe 
Ordw  is  strictly  carried  out. 


ILLEGAL  TRAWLING  (IRELAND). 
Colonel  WARING  (Down,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lrad  lieutenant  of  Irduid,  (1)  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  tbe  cap- 
cumstance  that  English  steam  trawlers 
have  been  habitually  fishing  within  the 
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prescribed  limits  on  the  coast  of  the 
county  Down;  that  some  weaks  ago 
three  of  them  were  arrested  by  the  coast- 
guard off  St.  John's  Pointy  proseoated, 
uid  fined  the  mazimom  penalty  at  Uie 
Castlewellan  Petty  Sessions,  an  amount 
for  which  one  night's  fishing  amply  re- 
coups them  ;  that  the  coastguard,  though 
successful  in  this  instance,  can  rarely 
catch  the  offenders,  who  are  able  to 
steam  away  from  their  sailing  or  rowing 
boats;  and  (2)  whether  under  these 
circumstances,  he  will  appeal  to  the 
Admiralty  to  assist  in  preventing  the 
deetruction  of  the  spawning  grouncU  and 
the  ruin  of  the  fishery  \  or,  if  that  de- 
partment is  nnwilling  to  undertake  that 
duty,  he  will  consicfer  the  propriety  of 
oiganising  a  water  police  supplied  with 
steam  launches  to  protect  this  very  im- 
portant Irish  industry  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
facts  are  substantially  as  stated  in  the 
first  paragraph,  though  I  am  unaUe  to 
ascertain  wm,t  was  the  value  (tf  one 
night's  fishing.  On  many  occasions  the 
coastguard  could  not  come  up  with  the 
steam  trawlers.  The  question  of  pro- 
viding a  gunboat  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  illegal  fishing  by  the  steam 
trawlers,  and  of  protecting  the  fisheries 
is  now  under  the  consideration  of 
Qovemment. 


CHITRAL  CAMPAIGN  MEDAL. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  BROOKFIELD 
(Sussex,  Rye) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
is  aware  that  considerable  disappoint- 
ment prevails  at  the  delay  in  issuing  a 
medal  for  the  Chitral  campaign  ;  whether 
he  can  explain  the  cause  of  this  delay ; 
and  whether  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  will  make  some  representation  in  the 
proper  quarter  with  a  view  to  hastening 
the  issue  of  this  medal  1 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  I 
greatly  r^ret  any  disappointment  caused 
by  the  delay  in  issuing  the  Chitral  medal. 
The  delay  is  practically  due  to  a  proposal 
from  the  Government  of  India,  that  in 
{dace  of  a  clasp  being  added  to  the 
existing  frontier  medal  an  altogether 
new  medal  should  be  struck  and  issued 
to  note  the  services  of  this  very  success- 
ful expedition.  This  involved  the 
selection  and  execution  olt  a  design — a 


necessarily  lengthy  process.  The  dies 
were  sent  to  India  on  January  Ist,  and 
I  presume  the  medids  are  now  being 
struck. 


HULHE  CAVALRY  BARBACES 
(HANCUESTER). 

Mr.  W.  S.  galloway  (Man- 
cheater,  S.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  IJnder 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 
decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at  by  the 
Military  authorities  with  regard  to  \ha 
Hulme  Cavalry  Barracks  ;  what  troc^ 
are  now  occupying  the  said  liarracks ; 
how  long  such  troops  have  been  there ; 
and  wheUutr  it  is  intended  to  make  any 
immediate  change  wit^  regard  to  cavalry 
barracks  being  occupied  by  infantry 
soldiers  1 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  Hulme  Bar- 
racks are  at  present  occupied  by  infantry, 
who  have  been  there  since  tJie  autumn. 
No  immediate  change  ia  contemplated. 

LORD  PENRHTN'S  QUARRIES, 
Mb.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  letter  signed 
"George  Rowley,"  in  The  NoHh  Walea 
Observer  and  Uxpress,  of  8th  January, 
1897,  in  which  he  states,  with  reference 
to  his  appointment  as  Local  Labour 
Correspondent  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
that  his  duty  as  correspondent  was  to 
obtain  alt  information  possible  from  the 
locality  from  secretaries  of  associations, 
etc.,  and  forward  them  to  tiie  Board  of 
Trade  i  that  he  received  his  appointment 
through  the  recommendation  of  several 
Welsh  Members,  well-known  Radicals; 
that  on  labour  questions  he  had  been  a 
trade  unionist  all  his  life,  token  a  leading 
part  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
had  had  a  lai^  experience  of  strikes  of 
all  kinds  ;  that  he  was  President  of  the 
Miners'  Federation  for  some  years ;  and 
only  the  other  day  was  Chairman  of  a 
Welsh  meeting  at  Cefnmawr  for  t^e 
purpose  of  raising  subscriptions  on  behalf 
of  the  Bethesda  naea  ;  and,  whether  the 
writer  of  this  letter  was  specially  in- 
structed by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  visit 
Bethesda  (or  the  purpose  of  making 
inquiries  as  to  the  dispute  at  the  Penrhyn 
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Quarries,  and  his  report  thereupon  re- 
ceived previous  to  the  I>epartraent 
openly  intervening  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  have  just  seen  the 
letter,  and  assuming  it  to  Ije  as  printed, 
it  is  a  highly  improper  letter,  and  Mr. 
Rowley's  explanation  has  been  called 
for.  Local  correspondents  are  not  per- 
manent officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
but  persons  able  to  supply  information 
with  regard  to  employment,  and  their 
reports  are  considered  along  with  infor- 
mation obtained  from  other  sources. 
The  atatement  in  the  letter  as  quoted 
with  r^;ard  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
selection  of  Mr.  Rowley  was  mode  is 
incorrect.  When  the  Board  of  Trade 
first  became  aware  of  the  prospect  of  a 
serious  dispute  in  the  Bethesda  Quarries, 
l^ey  instruoted  Mr.  Rowley  in  the 
ordinary  course  to  supply  tiiem  with 
information  as  to  the  facts,  and  a  report 
was  received  from  him  under  the  date  of 
September  15th.  I  think  it  would  be 
satis^tory  that  I  should  read  it  to  the 
Home.    It  Is  as  follows  : — 

"  As  instructed,  I  have  visited  the  qnarry  dis- 
trict of  Bethesda  for  the  purpose  of  making 
inquiries  as  to  the  dispute  in  progress  at  the 
PenrhjTi  quarries  I  find  that  Ijord  IVnrhyn 
is  at  present  inrestigating  the  alleged  grievances, 
and  18  in  conmmnioation  with  the  leaders  of  th« 
men  with  a  view  to  an  amicable  arrangement. 
The  men  continue  working,  but  much  anxiety 
exists  in  the  locality  owin^  to  the  decided  in- 
clination of  the  men  to  striko.  Feeling  runs  so 
high  that  the  slightest  hitch  in  the  proceedings 
will  bring  the  men  out.  Every  effort  is  being 
made  by  the  committee  and  leaders  to  counteract 
"Vtaa.  It  is  thought  that  by  Lord  Ponrhyn  per- 
sonally investigating  the  giievances  matters  will 
be  put  right.  Public  sympathy  in  the  Io<»tlity 
is  with  the  men.  They  say  that  the  wages  earned 
in  some  instances  by  good  practical  quarrymen 
are  much  lower  than  what  has  been  reported, 
only  that  the  men  do  not  care  to  come  forward, 
Great  dissatisfaction  is  expressed  at  the  way  in 
which  rontractsare  let  to  non-practical  persons, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  men  who  have  been 
apprenticed  to  and  worked  at  the  trade  all  their 
lives.  The  quarry  is  worked  in  ponks  or  galleries 
of  100  or  160  yards  in  length,  in  which  the 
quantity  of  rubbish  and  quality  of  the  slate 
varies,  llie  most  unprofitable  parts  are  sublet 
to  the  men  who  have  not  been  fortunate  in  se- 
ruring  a  galler}',  and  this,  as  a  matter  of  coun^c, 
placett  them  at  a  great  disadvantage;  and  these 
are  the  men  who  are  seeking  a  minimum  day's 
wage,  or  a  more  equal  distribution  of  the  ad- 
vantages with  the  disadvantages.  This  infor- 
mation I  received  from  different  individuals  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  quarries.  I  passed 
through  the  quarry  as  an  ordinary  visitor  during 
tho  dinner  hour,  and  I  saw  several  meetings  of 

21  r.  Jaws  Lotvtker, 


tho  men  here  and  there  discosBing  the  litaitiin. 
The  decision  of  Lord  Fenrhyn  is  anxinlT 

awttit<!d." 

It  is  true  that  I  interposed  during  the 
speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  mem 
ber  for  Thanet  on  Thursday  last,  oviiti 
to  the  repetition  by  him  of  an  allegalKm 
which  had  been  previously  made  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  member  for  MacclesfieM 
to  the  effect  that  the  lioard  of  Trsdehid 
been  guided  during  their  negotiation? 
with  Ijord  Pcnrhyn  by  information  tle- 
rived  from  the  local  correspondent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.    This  allegation  I  tbea 
denied.    This  denial  I  emphatically  re- 
peat.   I  stated  that  no  oommaniatiut 
had  been  received  finwa  the  local  com- 
spondent  during  the  tame  of  the  negoda* 
tions.  This  statement  is  strictly  accurate, 
but  on  the  following  day  I  ascertainf<l 
that  under  the  date  of  September  ISth, 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  negotia- 
tions and  nearly  a  fortnight  before  the 
date   of  letter  No,  1  in  the  publiabri 
correspondence,  which  was  the  first  letWf 
asking  for  the  Board's  intervention,  > 
communication  had  been  received  fnn 
the  local  correspondent.    It  was  of  no 
importance,  and  contained  no  advice  to 
the  Board,  and  no  opinion  whatever  u 
the  merits  of  the  case.  This  coramnmct- 
tion  had  entirely  escaped  my  recoUectioB, 
and  I  at  once  ordered  a  copy  of  it  to  be 
sent  to  may  right  hon  Friend,  as  I  wiabed 
to  be  perfectly  frank  with  him.    ["  H«. 
hear  J  "j      No    further  communicatioii 
was  held  on  tho  subject  with  the  labow 
correspondent.    In  fact  any  such  furthff 
communication  with  him  was  forbiddo. 
No  advice  was  asked.    No  advice  mi 
given, nor  was  anyconcealment  attempted. 
On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Rowley's  r^i«B 
was  shown  to  Lord  Penrhyn  -by  LonI 
Dudley  when  he  saw  him  at  Penrhyn 
Castle,  so  that  all  along  Lord  Fenrhyn 
had  been  in  full  possession  of  the  coiK- 
munication  referred  to.  ["  Hear.  hearT] 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  Do  I  iin- 
dwstand  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  tosaj 
that  the  report  which  he  has  read  was  is 
reply  to  a  special  request  addressed  t« 
this  person  to  go  and  make  enquiries  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  It  was  a  request 
made  in  the  ordinary  course  of  bnsiQ«s^ 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  all 
labour  movements,  and,  in  acoordancf 
with  the  usual  practice^  when  it  was  smi 
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in  the  newspapers  that  a  dispute  had 
occurred  which  was  likely  to  end  in  a 
strike,  the  local  correspondent  was  asked 
to  furnish  the  Board,  not  with  any 
opinion  of  his  own,  but  with  information 
as  to  the  facts  connected  with  the  matter. 
["Hear,  hear!"] 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT 
(Cheshire,  Macclesfield) :  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  Lord 
Fenrhyn  was  at  liberty  to  disclose  the 
letter  which  he  has  just  read,  or  whether 
it  was  shown  him  by  Lord  Dudley 
strictly  under  the  seal  of  confidence  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Strictly  in  con- 
fidence. 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT 
had  the  following  Question  on  Paper  : — ■ 

"  To  ask  the  Preeidcnt  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  had  been  called  to  a  report 
in  The  Wettmimtrr  Gazrtle  of  laat  Friday,  of  an 
alleged  interriew  with  Sir  Courtenay  Hoyle,  in 
the  course  of  which  Courtenay  Boyle  ie 
represented  as  having  stated  tiutt  he  had  himself 
received  a  letter  upon  the  subject  of  the  dispute 
at  the  Penrhyn  Slate  Quarries  from  a  local 
labour  correspondent  of  the  Board  of  Trade ; 
whether,  inasmuch  as  this  letter  was  an  official 
coDunnnicBtion  from  Mr.  George  Rowley,  dated 
17ih  December  1896,  statine  that,  as  instructed, 
ho  had  visited  the  quany  district  of  Betheeda 
for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiries  as  to  the 
dilute  in  progress  at  the  Pttnrhyn  Quarry, 
which  letter  was  minntcd  and  initialed  by  tlie 
principal  officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  includ- 
log  the  President  himself,  ho  will  now  qualify 
the  official  statement  that  there  was  no  com- 
mnnicaticni  whatever  between  that  correspon- 
dent and  the  Board  of  Tiade,  the  Fnsident,  or 
any  one  connected  with  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
connection  with  this  dispute  during  any  time 
of  the  negotiations,  pnd  no  communication  was 
leceived  nor  invited  from  this  gentleman  with 
regard  to  the  dispute  in  the  Penrhyn  Quarries ; 
and,  will  he  explain  to  the  House  the  apparent 
discrepancies  between  the  statements  ckI  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle  and  himself  P  " 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  Question  which 
stands  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Monberfor 
Macclesfield  is  irregular  and  ought  not  to 
appear  on  the  Paper,  because  it  refers  to  a 
previous  Debate  in  this  House,  and  ques- 
tions a  statement  there  made.  But  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Fresidentof  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  answering  a  question 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Thanet, 
did  give  a  kind  of  anticipatory  answer 
to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
MaccleaSeld,  and  weat  with  great  detail 
into  what  has  taken  place  with  reference 
to  that  Debate,  I  think  it  only  fair  that 
the  hon.  Member  should  be  allowed  to 

VOL.  XLV.  [POUBTH  SBBI13.] 


put  his  Question  or  ask  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  any  further  question. 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT :  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  adheres  to  the  staten^t  that 
no  communication  was  received  or  invited 
from  this  gentleman  with  regard  "  to  t^e 
dispute  in  the  Penrhyn  quarries.  We 
heard  nothing  from  him  and  we  made  no 
inquiry." 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  hardly  think  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  make  any  further 
statement.  I  would  point  out  to  my  hon. 
Friend  that  I  have  already  said  in  this 
Housethat  this  communication, ocourring 
as  it  did,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
negotiations,  had  escaped  my  memory. 
It  is  quite  clear  Uiat  in  answering  the 
question  of  my  hon.  Friend  I  was  d«kling 
with  the  period  during  which  these  nego- 
tiations had  been  going  on,  which  period 
wasclosely  withinmy  recollection.  In  the 
question  my  hon.  Friend  now  puts  he 
asks  whether  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  report 

"  in  the  Weitmuittei-  Oazelle  of  last  Friday  of 
an  alleged  interview  ^'ith  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle, 
in  the  course  of  which  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  is 
represented  as  having  stated  that  he  had  hunself 
received  a  letter  upon  the  subject  of  the  dispute 
at  the  Fenrhyn  slate  quanies." 

Oh,  no ;  that  is  not  the  point. 
Mr.   BEOMLEY  DAVENPORT: 

But  I  should  like  an  answer  to  that. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  am  asked  by  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle  to  say  that  the 
account,  which  was  published  without 
his  authority,  differs  totally  from  what 
really  occurred,  and  that  he  made  no 
such  statements  as  those  attributed  to 
him.  Going  back  to  the  point  about 
which  my  hon.  Friend  asked  me,  namely, 
whether  I 

"  will  now  qualify  the  official  statement  that 
there  was  no  communication  whatever  between 
that  correspondent  and  the  Board  of  Trade, 
the  President,  or  anyone  connected  with  the 
Board  of  'IVade  in  connection  with  this  dispute 
during  any  time  of  the  n^^tiations,*' 

that  was  the  statement  I  made.  If  I 
had  recollected  that  there  was  this  prior 
communication  I  should,  of  course,  have 
stated  so.  I  did  not  recollect  it,  because 
it  was  not  within  the  area  of  the  time  of 
the  negotiations,  and  anyone  who  heard 
me,  in  the  Debat^  use  the  expression  I 
di<^  must  have  known  that  I  was  dealing 
with  the  time  during  which  the  ne^[otia* 
tions  took  place.  \CheerB.'\ 
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Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  May  I  ask 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is 
in  aooordan.ce  with  the  official  practice 
for  permanent  officials  to  make  statements 

or  speeches  for  publication  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  confess  I  did  not 
see  the  statement  which  was  published 
in  Ihe  Westminster  Gazette.  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle  sent  it  to  me  on  Friday 
night.  When  I  saw  him  subsequently, 
he  stated  that  someone  from  the  Weat- 
miruter  Gazette  came  with  a  view  of 
asking  him  one  or  tvfo  questions  in  regard 
to  the  correspondenoe  which  had  been 
published,  and  that  he  answered  those 
questions  without  the  slighest  idea  that 
he  was  being  interviewed.  ^Lauffhter]. 
I  am  afraid  he  showed  a  guileless  sim- 
plicity which  one  would  have  hardly 
suspected.  [Laughter],  But  I  can 
quite  understand  how  it  arose.  Some 
information  was  asked  as  to  the  corre- 
spondence that  had  been  published.  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle  answered  with  a  view 
of  making  some  points  dear,  but  he  had 
noidea  (rf  being  interviewed.  [Lat^hterA 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  recommend  his 
officials  to  exercise  greater  caution  in  the 
future  1 

[No  answer  was  given]. 

NECESSITOUS   SCHOOL  BOARDS. 

Mr.  F.  a.  CHANNING  (North- 
ampton, E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  when  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  will  be  presented  to  provide, 
during  the  current  financial  year,  for  the 
hitherto  unclaimed  or  unpaid  grants  to 
necessitous  School  Boards,  under  Section 
97  of  The  Elementary  Education  Act 
1870,  for  which  provision  was  not  made 
in  the  Education  Votes  passed  last 
Session ;  and  what  the  amount  so  pro- 
provided  in  the  Supplementary  Estimate 
for  this  purpose  will  be  1 

Sib  J.  GORST:  The  Supplementary 
Estimate  which  the  Committee  of  CouncU 
will  shortly  submit  to  the  Treasury  for 
presentation  to  this  House  will  include 
a  sum  of  nearly  £20,000  for  paying  such 
claims  referred  to  as  are  admissible. 

FINNEB  RIFLE  RANGE 
(COUNTY  DONEGAL). 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  on  the 


I  piece  of  land  recently  taken  by  the  Wu- 
!  Office  for  the  construction  <^  a  rifle  range 
jat  Finner,  county  Donegal*  a  oaim  of 
1  great  antiquity,  which  is  held  in  great 

I  veneration  by  the  people  of  the  district, 
I  and  is  believed  to  contain  the  ashes  of 
:  some  Irish  chiefs,  is  being  demolished 
I  and  the  material  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  range  ;  and  whether,  as  this 
caim  stands  on  the  highest  part  <rf  the 
!  land  and  would  not  in  any  way  inter- 
I  fere  with  its  use,  and  as  the  necessary 
I  material  can  be  got  elsewhere  in  Uu 
I  neighbourhood,    he   will  instruct  tlie 
military   authorities    to    stop  fordier 
demolition  of  the  cairn  1 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Inquiries  are 
necessary  before  I  can  answer  this  ques- 
tion fully.  Meanwhile,  orders  have  heea 
telegraphed  to  stop  any  destruction  of 
the  caim  if  it  is  going  on. 


LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPERS. 
Me.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal. 
S.) :  I  beg  to  bs^  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  having  re«anl  to  the 
nature  of  the  Report  furnished  at  the  close 
of  the  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the 
Mercantile  Marine  Fund,  if  he  can  state 
what  steps  are  in  contemplation  for  the 
redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  light- 
house keepers  of  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
and  whether,  since  petitions  have  been 
repeatedly  forwarded  by  English  and 
Scotch  lighthouse  keepers  to  their  respec- 
tive Boards,  and  the  Irish  petition  has 
remained  for  two  years  unacknowledged, 
I  he  will  promise  to  grant  a  Comnusskw 
I  of  some  kind  to  inquire  into  these  griev- 
rances  and  to  examine  witnesses  from 
I  each  branch  of  the  service  ^ 
I  Mr.  RITCHIE  :  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  quite  recently  received  applications 
from  the  Trinity  House  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  Northern  Lighthouses  for 
improvement  in  the  present  pay  ajid  the 
prospective  pensions  of  Ugbtkeepers  in 
their  s^ice.  These  applicatuHui  are 
both  under  consideration.  No  appUca- 
titm  has  oa  yet  been  reoeLved  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  with 
regard  to  the  same  matter.  If  any  is 
received  it  will  be  duly  considered,  but 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  no  pow»  to  a^ 
without  such  application. 

Genbbal  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Blaverfordwest)  asked  when  it  was 
likely. that  action  vould  1)Q  taken  in 
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the  direoUon  of  dealiag  with  the  light- 
house keepers  ¥ 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  have  stated  that  the 
applications  have  only  quite  recently  been 
received.  There  will  be  no  delay  in 
considering  them. 

OATHS  ACT  (SCOTTISH  FORM). 

Mb.  E.  H.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.)  :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Attorney 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  report  of  an  inquest,  held 
at  West  Bromwioh  on  the  27th  January 
before  Mr.  Betham,  depaty  coroner,  from 
which  it  appears  that  a  sui^eon,  being 
called  to  give  evidence,  desired  to  be  sworn 
according  to  the  Scottish  form,  whereupon 
the  deputy  coroner  professed  his 
ignorance  of  the  Scottish  oath  and  stated 
that  he  waa  not  bound  to  admiuister  the 
oath  in  that  form ;  whether,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Oaths  Act  1888,  the 
administration  of  the  oath  in  the  Scottish 
form  was  imperative  upon  the  court  in 
the  oiroumstaucee  stated ;  and  if  so, 
whether,  he  would  oommnnioate  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  with  a  view  to  the 
attention  of  coroners  and  county  court 
judges  being  called  to  the  matter  ;  and, 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  strong 
representations  of  the  medical  faculty, 
as  to  the  danger  of  infection  from 
"  kissing  the  book,"  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  extending  generally  the 
practice  of  the  Lambeth  County  Court 
namely  to  place  printed  notioes  in  a 
conspicuous  position  in  the  courts  calling 
public  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  which  permit  the  Scottish  form  of 
oath  as  an  alternative. 

The  attorney  GENERAL, 
(Sir  Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) : 
In  answer  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member's  question,  I  am  informed  by 
the  deputy  coroner  that  he  did  not  state 
that  he  was  not  bound  to  administer  the 
oath  in  Scotch  form.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  prepared  to  accept  it  if  the 
witness  could  remember  the  form  of  it ; 
the  deputy  coroner  not  then  having  the 
form  by  him.  The  witness  was  not 
required  to  kiss  the  book ;  his  unsworn 
evidence  being  accepted.  tinder  the 
provisions  of  the  Oaths  Act  1888,  the 
administration  of  the  oath  in  Scotch 
form  is  to  be  permitted  if  it  is  desired  by 
the  witness,  and  a  circular  has  been 
iflsned  by  tiie  Home  Office  calling  the 
special  attention      coroners  and  deputy 


coroners  to  these  provisions  ;  and  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  show  the  hon  and  learned 
Member  a  copy  of  it>  if  he  desires  to 

see  it. 

EOYAL  PATRIOTIC  FUND, 
Mr.  HUDSON  KEARLEY  (Devon- 
port)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Government  has  been  directed  to  the 
Report  and  Recommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  administrations  of  the  various 
funds  controlled  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund,  which  has 
reported  that  there  is  immediately  avail- 
able from  the  total  assets  recently  valued 
at  £1,086,000  for  the  further  relief  of 
widows,  children,  and  dependent  rela- 
tives of  soldiers,  sailora,  and  marines 
who  have  lost  their  lives  in  the  service 
of  the  Crown,  a  Hurplus  approximating 
half  a  million  sterling ;  und  whether  any 
steps  have  been  taken  for  the  prompt 
issue  of  a  Supplementary  Commission, 
under  Clause  4  of  the  Patriotdo  Act  of 
1881,  to  deal  with  such  surplus  funde 
which  have  accrued  and  may  hereafter 
accrue  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee 1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Bjllfocr,  Manchester, 
E.) ;  The  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  I  cannot 
find  in  the  Report  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers  any  statement  that  there 
is  immediately  av^lable  a  surplus  approx- 
imating half  a  million  sterling,  nor 
would,  I  am  informed,  such  a  statement 
ba  in  accordance  with  the  tsuot. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 
*Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  whether 
recent  local  legislation  affecting  the 
aborigines  of  Western  Australia  has  been 
vetoed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  there  is  any  objection 
to  stating  the  grounds  on  whidi  th«* 
Imperial  veto  has  been  exercised  in  this 
instance  1 

TuK  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  No  recent  legislaticm 
affecting  the  aborigines  of  Western 
Australia  has  been  vetoed.  A  new  Bill 
was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that 
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colony  in  1894,  to  repeal  Section  70  of 
the  Constitution  Act,  which  appropriates 
1  per  cent,  of  the  colonial  revenue  for 
the  use  of  the  Aborigines  Protection 
Board.  This  Measure  was  reserved  by 
the  Acting  Governor,  and  has  not  yet 
been  assented  to.  Considerable  corre- 
spondence has  passed  with  the  colonial 
Government,  which  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  printer,  and  will,  I  trust,  shortly 
be  ready  for  presentation. 

EDUCATION  GRANT  (SCOTLAND}. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
(Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Ijord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  the  proposed 
repeal  of  so  much  of  Section  19  of  the 
Education  Act  1876,  as  imposes  a  limit 
on  the  Parliamentary  grant  to  day 
schools  is  intended  to  carry  with  it  the 
repeal  of  Section  53,  which  applies  the 
same  conditions  to  Scotland  1 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  Bill  does  not  refer  to 
Scotland,  and  does  not  touch  the  question 
of  the  178.  6d.  limit  in  respect  to 
Scotland. 

FINANCIAL  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 
(GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND). 
Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) 
asked  whether  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  could  now  inform  the  House 
when  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  terms  of  reference  to 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Financial 
Relations  which  he  had  promised  to 
submit  to  Parliament  at  any  early  date  1 
Thb  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  references  to  Royal  Com- 
missions are  not  usually  laid  upon  the 
Table,  but  I  shall  be  prepared  next  week 
in  answer  to  a  question  to  give  the  terms 
of  reference  to  this  Commission. 


THE  EGYPTLAN  EXPEDITION. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY announced  that  the  business  in 
Committee  of  Supply  on  Friday  would 
be  the  consideration  of  the  grant  in  aid 
in  connection  with  the  Egyptian 
Expedition. 
«SiB  C.  DILKE :  Which  wUI  come 
first — ihe  grant  in  aid  for  the  Indian 
troops  or  the  grant  of  ^£500,000 1 

Thk  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  grant  to  the  Egyptian 
Government. 

Mr.  J,  Chamberlain, 


VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS 
(AID  GRANT,  En;.]. 

PRECEDENCE    FOR   THE  EDUCATION 
RESOLUTION. 

Me.  E.  J.  C.  MOETON  (Devonport) 
asked  whether,  supposing  the  Debate  on 
the  financial  Resolution  went  over  that 

day,  he  was  able  to  undertake  that  the 
Government  would  not  take  to-morrow. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  really  am  unable  to  entertain 
the  hypothesis  for  a  moment.  [Laughter 
and  cheeraA 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY, rising  again,  moved  : — 

"  T'hat  the  order  for   the  Committee  on 
'  Voluntarj-  Schoola  (Aid  Grant,  Etc)'  have 
codence  this  day  of  the  notices  of  motion  and 
other  Orders  of  the  Day." 

He  thought  this  was  a  motion  thai 
would  need  no  justification  from  him. 
[Opposition  cries  of  "  OA."]  He  mudi 
regretted  that  his  hon.  Friend  who,  by 
the  fortune  of  the  ballot,  was  the  happy 
possessor  of  the  first  place  that  day, 
should  be  disappointed  1^  the  jvoposal 
to  take  the  time  for  Gtovemment  busi- 
ng. But  it  must  be  rememb««d  that 
they  were,  after  all,  only  discussing  what 
was  commonly  regarded  and  what  ought 
to  be  regarded  aa  a  purely  formal  stage 
in  the  procedure  of  bringing  in  a  Bill, 
and  which  was  quite  independent  of 
the  discussions  on  the  Second  Reading 
and  Committee  stages  of  the  Bill.  In 
addition  to  the  opportunity  now  afibrded 
there  would  be  an  opportunity  for  some 
discussion  on  the  Report  of  the  Resolution. 
In  the  circomstanoes  they  ought  not  to 
delay  long  coming  to  a  conclusion  upon 
this,  the  first  Parliamentary  stage  in  the 
discussion  of  the  Education  Measure. 
["  Hear,  hear."]' 

«Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Notts,  Rvsb- 
clifie)  thought  the  motion  did  require 
further  justification  than  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  had  vouchsafed.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  botii  as  regards  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  brought  fn^rard 
and  the  period  of  the  Session,  most  on- 
usual,  and  he  might  almost  say  unpre- 
cedented. Mr.  Speaker  Shaw  Ijeferre 
said  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be 
so  framed  as  to  give  reasonable  certainty 
to  their  proceedings  and  prevent  Membeva 
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from  being  confronted  with  surprises. 
But  there  was  a  great  element  of  sur- 
prise about  this  motion.  It  was  not 
until  midnight  last  night  that  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  announced  that  he 
would  make  this  Motioa  to  interfere  with 
the  Standing  Orders.  He  admitted  that 
the  Standing  Orders  as  they  stood  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Session  did  not  give  the 
Government  sufficient  time.  But  that 
had  been  largely  remedied  by  the  new 
Sessional  order  relating  to  Supply,  and 
the  merit  of  that  new  Sessional  order  lay 
in  its  certainty.  A  great  part  of  the 
linnecessary  weariness  experienced  in  tlie 
House  arose  from  the  element  of  uncer- 
tainty in-  tJieir  procedure.  They  all 
knew  the  farce  that  went  oa  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Session  of  a  number  of 
Membws  bringing  in  Bills  which  every- 
body knew  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
would  never  go  any  further.  Much  of 
their  time  was  undoubtedly  wasted 
owing  to  the  element  of  uncertainty. 
[Cheers.]  If  the  Rules  of  the  House 
were  so  altered  that  tliey  could  know 
beforehand  what  was  coming  on  and  the 
time  it  would  take  they  would  leave  at 
the  end  of  the  Session  with  a  better 
conscience  as  to  the  work  ihey  had  done. 
Many  bon.  Members  were  engaged  in 
important  affairs  outside  and  could  not 
come  every  day.  It  would  be  an  evil 
day  when  the  House  did  not  contain  men 
in  contact  with  the  great  philanthropic, 
social,  industrial,  and  commercial  cur- 
rents which  made  up  our  national  life. 
Their  advice  as  experts  was  very 
important,  and  it  was  most  incon- 
venient to  them  that  the  business  of  the 
House  should  be  altered  at  short  notice 
as  it  often  was.  If  a  return  were  made 
of  the  tel^^rams  which  the  Party  Whips 
had  to  dispatch,  often  at  a  moment's 
notice,  to  bring  Members  up  from  the 
country  it  would  be  an  object  lesson  in 
the  uncertainty  of  their  proceedings. 
["Hear,  hear."]  The  Leader  of  the 
House  gave  away  the  whole  case  last 
night  in  i-egard  to  his  Motion  when  he 
said  there  was  no  particular  reason  the 
Bill  should  be  passed  by  a  particular 
date. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  But  there  is  the  strongest  reason 
why  it  should  be  through  by  an  early 
date. 

*Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  :  But  the  "  time 
limit"  had  vanished.    Why,  therefore, 


make  this  raid  on  the  Standing  Orders 
and  the  rights  of  Members?  He  em- 
phatically protested  against  this  Motion, 
because  it  contained  the  element  of 
uncertainty  with  which  they  were  already 
too  &miliar,  it  was  unfair  to  hon. 
Members  who  had  Motions  on  the 
Paper,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for 
it.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE 
(Northampton)  said  that  when  a 
Minister  took  away  a  day  he  should  make 
it  clear  that  he  was  justified  in  doing  so, 
in  the  interests  not  only  of  the  Govern- 
ment but  of  the  business  of  the  House. 
He  agreed  that  when  the  principal  Bill 
of  the  Session  was  before  the  House  it 
should  be  discussed  de  die  in  diem.  Tho 
Leader  of  the  House  had  said  he  could 
not  contemplate  the  hypothesis  of  the 
Debate  lasting  over  that  night.  But 
he  would  make  that  hypothesis  impossible 
by  moving  the  clause.  That  evening 
there  wfis  a  most  important  question 
with  regard  to  Peers.  On  the  Radical 
side  of  the  House  they  took  the  deepest 
interest  in  Peers.  [Laughter."]  Yet  the 
Leader  of  the  House  waved  uie  subject 
away  as  though  absolutely  nothing. 
Private  Members  ought  not  to  lose  their 
days  through  the  idiosyncrasies  of  a 
Minister.  If  the  Debate  did  not  finish 
that  night,  would  it  go  on  (fc  die  in  diem  ? 

Mr.  EDWIN  LAWRENCE  (Corn- 
wall, Truro)  said  there  was  no  hurry  for 
the  Education  Resolution,  and  he  pro- 
tested against  being  deprived  of  bringing 
on  a  subject  which  excited  the  greatrat 
interest  amongst  his  constituents. 
*SiH  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Monmouthshire,  W.) :  I  have  on 
many  occasions,  from  the  front  Bench, 
on  whichever  side  of  the  House 
I  have  sat,  supported  Motions  for  taking 
away  days,  under  certain  conditions, 
from  private  Members,  and  as  the  Mem- 
ber for  Truro  has  said,  if  the  question 
before  the  House  had  been  an  urgent 
matter  on  which  it  was  necessary  at  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  come  to  a  decision, 
I  think  I  should  again  have  supported 
the  Government.  But  it  is  perfectly 
obvious  that  that  is  not  the  case.  It 
was  fully  explained  last  night  that  this 
was  to  be  a  permanent  Measure  which  is 
by  its  magnitude  ultimately  to  compen- 
sate people  for  their  present  disappoint- 
ments.    I  think  that  was  the  light  in 
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which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  put 
it.  At  midnight  last  night,  lie  said 
he  would  much  rather  to-day  discusH- 
ing  the  questions  now  on  tlie  Paper  in 
regular  order  than  he  would  be  dlKCussing 
the  Education  Bill.  After  the  Debate  of 
last  night,  I  am  not  surprised  at  that 
statemrat.  [Oppogition  chefrs.]  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  the  Debate  had 
produced  upon  him  a  sense  of  nausea — 
[laughter] — that  there  been  had  a  repeti- 
tion of  arguments  ad  nauseam,  and  he 
added  that  there  were  very  important 
Motions  on  the  Paper  for  the  consideration 
of  theHouse  to-day.  Itisquitetrue.  There 
is  a  very  interesting  Motion  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield.  It  is  a  Motion  of 
great  importance  which  aflecte  the  whole 
finance  <hE  the  country.  It  proposed  to 
put  a  10  per  cent,  ad  vedorem  duty  upon 
all  manufactures — [laughter] — and  a 
5  per  cent,  duty  upon  all  partly  manu- 
factured goods.  Well,  Sir,  that  is  a 
large  order.  [Laughter.]  We  should 
have  been  extremely  glad  to  know  the 
opinions  of  the  Gentlemen  opposite 
upon  it,  and  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  quite  agree  with  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  that  it  would  have  been 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  discuss  a 
question  of  t^t  kind,  especially  as  out 
<^  the  proceeds  it  is  proposed  to  finally 
provide  for  old-age  pensions.  No  doubt 
the  Besolution  will  command  the  support 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  [Laughter.] 
As  the  Education  Bill,  in  its  present 
form,  is  not  urgent,  it  would  he  a  pity  to 
lose  so  interesting  a  discussion.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  deprecated 
prolonged  discussion  on  this  stage  of  the 
Financial  Resolution,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opened  tiie  whole  policy  of 
the  Bill  on  the  Resolution,  and  it  was 
upon  the  Besolution  that  we  discussed 
the  Bill  on  M<mday  night  and  will  con- 
tinue to  discuss  it.  It  is  extremely  im- 
portant tliat  the  country  should  have 
time  to  form  an  opinion  on  this  Bill. 
Probably  there  is  no  subject  in  which 
the  country  at  large  is  more  deeply  in- 
terested than  this  question  of  education, 
or  which  it  more  thoroughly  understands, 
and  before  we  divide  on  the  Resolution  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  which  is  practically 
speaking  hereafter  to  shut  out  the  ques- 
tion of  Uie  Board  Schools,  ought  not  the 
country  to  have  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing what  we  are  doing  here )  It  is  not 
as  if  HhiB  Resolution,  as  in  the  case  of 

iS>tr  WiUiam  HarcourU 


moKt  Resolutions  in  Committee,  had  no 
final  or  ulterior  operation.  I  am  not 
charging  the  Government  with  any  evil 
design  in  the  form  of  the  Ke»olution. 
But  no  one  can  deny  Uiat  when  this 
Besolution  is  passed  the  effect  will  he 
to  exclude  this  House  from  considering 
the  claims  put  forward  on  their  behaH 
I  must  protest  against  any  attempt, 
therefore,  to  force  through  the  House  a 
resolution  of  that  character  without 
giving  ample  time  to  the  country  to 
know  what  is  the  policy  of  the  Goverr- 
raent  in  this  respect.  The  country  also 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
its  opinion  as  to  a  scheme  of  education 
whidi  in  its  prraent  form  excludes  the 
Board  Schools  of  the  country  irova  any 
share  of  the  public  money  which  is  to  he 
voted  by  the  Bill.  When  it  is  proposed, 
therefore,  to  displace  the  only  business  <A 
the  House  and  that  almost  on  the  thres- 
hold of  the  Session,  for  the  purpose  of 
hurrying  on  a  scheme  which  ought  not 
to  be  hurried  on,  I  say  that  the  scheme 
ought  to  be  amply  considered  both  in  the 
House  and  out  of  it  before  we  have 
reached  the  conclusive  stage.  I  think 
that  is  the  strongest  reason  why  we 
ought  not  to  take  resolutions  with  an 
unusual  dispatch  which  wiU  ex- 
clude the  entire  question  from  debate. 
But,  in  addition  to  the  House  and  the 
j  country,  there  is  another  body  who  ought 
to  be  glad  of  a  little  leisure  to  reflect  on 
this  Bill,  and  that  is  the  Government 
itself.  [Cheera.]  I  heard  in  the  Houss 
last  night  warning  voices  addressed  to 
the  Government  from  their  supporteis 
behind,  and  I  have  seen  in  the  Press  this 
morning  still  stronger  warnings  from 
thrar  best  friends.  Why  then  should  not 
the  Government  ti^e  a  day  or  two  to 
think  whether  or  not  they  were  pressing 
their  scheme  on  the  country  in  a  form 
which  will  be  acceptable  to  it  1  I  think, 
in  the  circumstances  of  this  case;,  and 
especially  of  a  case  which  requires  leisure 
and  reflection  and  which  demands  no 
immediate  decision,  that  it  is  most  un- 
wise to  disturb  the  present  arrangements 
of  the  Hcuse,  and  ther^ore  I  shall  vote 
against  tile  Mdtion  of  the  right  boo. 
Gentieman.  [CAats.] 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY: The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
following  the  lead  of  my  hon.  Frimd 
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the  Member  for  the  Truro  DiviHion,  has 
utated  that  his  reason  for  objecting  io 
the  Motion  is  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
proceeding  rapidly  with  the  Bill.  I 
dissent  entirely  from  that.    [CA^er*.]  I 
dissent  from  it  on  two  distinct  grounds. 
I  dissent  from  it  partly  on  a  ground 
which  the  House  will  understand  when 
it  sees  the  printed  Bill,  that  it  is  very 
important  in  the  interests  of  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  tliat  the  Measure  should 
become  law  at  the  earliest  possiUe  date. 
[CA«6r«.]   I  dissent  from  the  statement 
in  the  second  place,  on  the  ground  that 
it  must  be  manifest  to  everyone  that  if 
nn  inordinate  length  of  time  is  occupied 
by  the  discussion  of  the  relief  to  be  given 
to  Voluntary  Schools,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  find  time  for  the  other  scheme  dealing 
with  necessitous  Board  Schools.  [Ironical 
laughter  and  cheers.]  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman appeared  to  think  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  hastily  adopted  unexpected 
policy  in  thus  separating  the  discussion 
(^Voluntary  Schools  from  other  questions 
connected  with  education.    I  have  stated 
that  was  the  policy  of  the  Government 
two  or  three  times  at  least  in  the  most 
formal  and  explicit  manner  in  public, 
and  in  a  mode  which  any  hon.  Member 
might  understand.    That  being  so,  it  is 
manifest,  if  the  House  is  really  seriously 
desirous  that  we  should  take  up  the 
second  branch  of  relief  to  which  I  have 
referred,  it  is  not  a  wise  suggestion  that 
we  should  spend  days  in  meditating  on 
this  Bill  and  in  wasting  time  which 
ought  to  be  occupied  in  getting  on  with 
it.     I  hope  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are 
desirous  to  relieve  Voluntary  Schools  or 
Board  Schools  will  assist  the  Government 
by  their  vote  and  speech — and  sometimes 
by  the  absence  of  their  speeches  [cheers 
and  laii^hler] — to  get  this  Bill  through 
as  soon  as  possible.    I  shall  never  be  a 
party  to  the  dilatory  proceedings  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to 
sanction  by  his  speech,  and  which  he  is 
going  to  sanction  by  his  vote.  [Cheera]. 

Mb.  henry  BROABHURST 
(Leicester),  who  spoke  amid  loud  cries  of 
"  Divide,"  said  that  if  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  the  same  experience  of 
the  necessity  for  more  piers  and  harbours 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Truro  they  would 
attach  , considerable  importance  to  the 
Motion.  The  lives  of  thousands  of  their 
fellow  countrymen  were  involved  in 
the  consideration  of  the  hon.  Member's 


Motion;  and  if  there  was  no  great 
m^ney  for  the  Education  Bill,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  allow  one  night, 
at  any  rate,  to  bo  devoted  to  the  safety 
of  our  fishing  and  sea-going  population. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  If  the  request  was  not 
granted,  however,  he  hoped  that  these 
people  would  note  that  they  had  been 
deprived  of  their  opportunity  by  the 
Government  in  order  to  hasten  on  the 
work  of  dipping  hands  into  the  public 

Ei  to  satisfy  t^eir  clerical  supporters. 
I,  oh  ! "  andcheers.]  He  invited  the 
er  of  the  House  to  withdraw  the 
proposal  of  a  grant  for  Voluntary  Schools, 
and  to  associate  necessitous  Board 
Schools  with  them  in  one  Resolution.  If 
this  were  done,  a  great  deal  of  support 
would  be  obtained  from  the  Opposition 
Benches.  It  was  nothing  short  of 
monstrous  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  make  this  Motion  in  the  first 
fortnight  of  the  Session,  and  he  suggested 
the  right  hon.  (Jentieman  should  give 
an  assurance  that  if  the  Resolution  was 
passed  that  evoiing  he  would  continue 
the  Education  Debate  to-morrow.  He- 
was  grieved  to  find  also  that  the  House 
had  sat  until  nearly  1  o'clock  the  previous 
morning.  If  some  Members  nf  the 
Opposition  supported  the  proposal  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  would  he  give  a 
definite  pledge  that  the  House  should 
not  in  any  circumstances  be  kept  sitting 
after  midnightt [Laitghter  and  "Oh,  oh!'^ 
After  12  or  half-past  12  o'clock  a 
considerable  number  of  Members  could 
not  take  part  in  the  business  pf  the 
House  because  it  was  next  to  impos- 
sible for  them  to  reach  their  homes 
after  that  hour.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  accept  this  offer  he 
should  consider  whether  it  w6uld  not 
be  his  duty  to  stay  his  opposition  to 
the  Motion.    [Cries  of  "  Divide."] 

Mb.  T.  lough  (Islington,  W.) 
recalled  the  words  of  the  Leader  of  the 
House  last  Friday,  when  he  said  "he 
could  not  promise  to  take  no  Tuesday 
before  Whitsuntide,  but  he  would  be 
glad  to  preserve  any  reasonable  number 
of  Tuesdays,"  and  said  that  here  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  nevertheless 
taking  the  first  private  Members'  Tues- 
day of  the  Session.  In  view  of  the 
opposition  on  their  own  side  of  the 
House  to  their  education  scheme,  and 
the  figures  of  the  Romforrl  poll,  the 
Government  would  do  wisely  to  take 
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time  to  reconsider  their  extraordinary 
position. 

Mr.  J.  G.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
rose  to  address  the  Home  amid  renewed 
cries  of  "  Divide,"  when 

The  first  LORD  op  the 
TREASURY  rose  in  his  place,  and 


(Aid  Grant,  Etc.),  1076 

claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  bs 
now  put " — The  House  divided  : — Ayes, 
259 ;  Noes,  U3.— (Division  List— No.  10 
— appended.) 


Aird,  John 

Allhmien,AuRU8tuBHonryEden 
Ambrose,  M'illitim  (MiddleBex) 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Forstcr,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  WUliara 
Aehmead-Bartlott,  Sir  Ellia 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,  Cftpt.  Josceline  FitzEoy 
Bailo^,  James  (Walworth) 
BaiUie,  James  E.  B.  (InvemeBs) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarrefi,  Lord 
BaUbnr,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (MancVr) 
Balfour,  Gerald  William  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Banes,  Major  Goorge  Edward 
Bamca,  Frederic  Oorcll 
BathuTBt,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.HonJ3iTM.H.(Bristol 

Boach,W.W.  Bramston  (Hants.) 

Beatinck,  Lord  Henr>-  C. 

Bethell,  Captain 

Big  wood,  James 

Bill,  Charles 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bonaor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 

Boscawen,  Arthur  GriflKth- 

Boulnbis,  Edmund 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.  P.  (Middlesex) 

Bowlee,T.Gibeon  (King's  Lj-nn) 

Brassey,  AUwrt 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Brookfield,  A.  Mont^ 

Brown,  Alexander  H. 

Carew,  James  Laorence 

Carendisli,  R.  F.  (N,  Lanes.) 

Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire) 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 

Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W, 

Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.  J.  (Birm.) 

Chamberlain  J.  Austen(Worc'r) 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 

Charrington,  Spencer 

Chelsea,  Viscount 

Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plj-mouth) 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

Coddington,  Sir  William 

Coffhill,  Douglas  Harry 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 

Collinge,  Rt  Hon.  Jeftse 

Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds.) 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 

Cooke.C.\V.RadcIiffe  (Hereford) 

Courtney,  Rt  Hon.  Leonard  H. 

Cox,  Robert 

Cranbome,  Viscount 

Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 

Currie,  Sir  Donald 
Cun»n,Ht.Hn.G.N.(Lanc«.SW.) 

Cutzon*  Viscount  (Bucko.) 
Dalbiac,  Mtjor  Philip  Hugh 

Mr.  T.  LfnujK 


AYES. 

Dane,  Richard  M, 
Darling,  Charles  John 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfiold- 
Dixon,  George 

Dixon-Hartland,Sir  Fred.Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edwai^ 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  AkerR< 
Doxford.  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William  Hart 
EdwM^,  Gen.  Sir  James  Be^Tin 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Engledow,  Charles  John 
Fardell,  Thomas  George 
Farquhar,  Sir  Horace 
Fellowcif,  Hon,  Ailwj-n  Edward 
FerguB8on,Rt.Hn.8irJ.(Manc'r) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  U.  Penrose 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Forwood,  Rt  Hon.Sir  Arthur  B. 
Foster,  Cfllonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 

Oibbs,Hn.  A.G.H.(Cityof  Lond.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  TjTrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Qorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
GoHchen,Rt.Hon.G.J.(St.G'rg's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henr\'  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Walford  D.  (Wednesb'y) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hall,  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo, 
Hanbuiy,  Rt  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Ranald  i 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh  I 
Heath,  James 

Helder,  Augustus  < 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  Trotter ! 
Hm,RtHn.l.K)rdArthur  (D  own) 
Hill,  RtHn.A.  Sta\-eley  (Staffs.) 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie(Hamp6tead)  [ 
Houe,  Samuel  (Korwich)  , 


[  Hobhouse,  Henry 

;  Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  Ralei^ 

'  Hopkinson,  Alfred 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoylc 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 
Hunt,  Sir  Frederick  Beager 
Is'utcson,  Frederick  Wootton 
Jebb,  Richard  Cltverhoosa 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnaton,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  John  H.  (Soseex) 
Kemp,  Goorge 

Kennaway,  Rt.  HonJSir  John  H. 
Kenny,  William 
Kenrick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Sej'moar 
Knowlea,  Lees 
Laf  one,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut-Genenil 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Cornwall) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool} 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorlce.) 
Lecky,  William  Edward  H. 
Lees,  Elliott  ^irkenhead) 
Llewelyn,Sir  I)ilIwyn-(Swn»ea) 
Ijockwood,Lt-CoLA^.  (Eases) 
lioder,  Gerald  Walter  Etddne 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.(ETeafaam) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter  (L*iKwi.) 
Lorno,  Marquess  of 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  6.  Elliaon 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  John  William 
McCalmont,M  j .  -  Gen(Antr*iiilf) 
Malcolm,  Lin 
Marks,  Henrj'  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beredord  Valentine 
Milbank,  Powlett  Chsriea  John 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Mowbray,  Rt.  Hon.  Kr  Joha 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murdoch,  Charles  Townsbend 
MuiTay,Rt.Hn.A.OnIuun(Bate] 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coveuti'y] 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Toiren* 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  lindnj 
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I'oHBC,  ArtlioT  (Dai'lington) 
Pender,  James 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotte,  Captftin  Arthur 
Fierpoint,  Bobert 
Platt-Hii^ns,  Froderiok 
Flnnkett,  Hon.  Horace  Curzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretymftn,  Capt.  Ernest  George 
Prycft-Jones,  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Kankin,  James 

liaM^h,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Kenshav,  Charles  Bine 
Eidley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon .  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
R«llit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Col.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham) 
RoBseU,  T.  VV.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sannderson,  Col.  Edw.  James 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Ridiard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 


Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  William  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Ilnrrinf^ton 
Smith,  Abel  (Hert<i) 
Smith,  Abel  U.  (Christdiunsh) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  SLirk  J.  M'Taggart 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strut,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Hamphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  K  (Chichoster) 
Talbot,  John  G.  (Oxford  Un.) 
Taylor,  Francis 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Vemey,  Hon.  Richard  Qreville 
Ward©,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Waring,  CoL  Thomas 
Warr,  Augostos  Frederick 


Webster,  Sir  R.  E.  (1.  of  W.) 
Wolby,  Lient-Col.  A.  C.  B. 
Wharton,  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  Georffe  (Stockport) 
Whiteley,H.(A8hton -under-  L.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Alifemon 
Williamfl,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
WilliRm8,Jo8ephPowoll-(Binn.) 
Willoughbv  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willos,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (WoTC'sh.X.) 
WilBon-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (York«.) 
Wodehonse,  Edmond  R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gnstar  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Kt  Hon.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wyndhsjoi,  Gecnf^ 
Wyndham-Unin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmadoke  D'Arcy 
Youi^er,  William 

Traxnu  >oii  THs  At»,  Sit 
William  Walrond  and  Ur. 
Ajutruther 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  H.  Dyke 
Allan,  William  (GateBbead) 
Arch,  Joseph 

Asqnilh,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Atherley- Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baittbridge,  Emerson 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Enmiot 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Blake,  Edward 
Broadharst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bnehitnan,  Thomas  Rybam 
Bart,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Colville,  John 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Daley,  James 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardiganl 

Davies,  W.  Rees  (Pemlnrokesh.) 

Bilke,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  CharleB 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Doughty,  George 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

£Ui8,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 
KvaroH,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
iEvanSfSir  Fi-ancia  H.(South'ton) 
it^arquiiarson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farxell,  James  F.  (Cavon,  W.) 
Kenwick,  Charles 
Ferspuon,  R.  C.  Unnro  (Lntii) 


NOES. 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.Hn.Sir  Hy,  (Wol'tn) 
Fowler,  Matthew  (DioTham) 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Rt.Hn.Horbert  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Foid 
Gk>ld,  Charles 

Gourley,  Sir  Edward  Temperley 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Haldane,  Richard  Burden 

Haroourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 

Harrison,  Charles 

Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale 

Hazell.  Walter 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H. 
Hogan,  James  FianciB 
Humphreye-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morloy) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  Brynmor(Swan8ea) 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworih,Rt.Hn.SirU. 
Kearlev,  Hudscm  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Kinloch,Sir  John  George  Smyth 

Labouchere,  Henry 

Lambert,  George 

Leeee,Sir  Joseph  F.  ( Accrington) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 

LIoyd-Geoi^,  David 

Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 

Logan,  John  William 

Iiougb,  Thomas 

Loirther,  Rt.  Hon.  JanieB(Kent) 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownei 
Macaleeee,  INuuel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
McEwan,  William 
M'Hngh,  Patrick  A.  (Leitrim) 
HcEenna,  B^^inald 


McTAren,  Charles  Benjamin 
McLeod,  John 

Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Moigan,Rt.Hn.Sir  G.O.(Denbs.) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,Rt.Hn.John  (Montrose) 
Morton,  Edward  John  Chalmers 
Mundelia,  Rt.Hn.Anthony  John 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,W.) 
O'Kelly,  James 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Feaae,  Joeej^  A.  (Ntuthamb.] 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pine,  Qtptain  Duncan  Vernon 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Raid,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Brj'n  (Eifion) 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robfion,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  Hon.  James  (East  Kerry) 
Roche,  John  (East  Gialway) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Charles  Prestwich 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B) 
Sheehy,  David 
SouttMT,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennont^  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E] 
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'i'hom;ui,Alfred(<.iln[norffan,  E.)  j  Wilson,  Frtxleriok  W.  (Nctrfwlk)  i  Young,  ISwnuel 
Walldfe,  Itobert  (Perth)  I  Wilson,  Hpnry  J.(  York,  W.K.)  i  Yoxall,  James  Hcdi-j- 

WH^man,  'lliomKfl  Wilson,  John  {Durham,  Mid.)  1 

Woir,  James  Gallowav  Wilson,  John  ((iovan)  '  Tkllhiu  foa  the  Kubs,  Mr. 

Whittaker,  Thomas  I*Hlmer        Woodall,  Wjllinm  {     Thomas     Ellifl    and  Mr. 

Williams,  John  Catvell  (Notts.)  Woodhonso,  Hir  J.  T.(Had'nfld)  I  KcArtJiDr. 


Question  put  accordingly : — The  House  divided — Ayes,  283 ;  Noes,  123 — 
(Division  list — No.  1 1  — appended.) 


Aird,  John 

Allhusen,  August  iwHetirv  Eden 
Amhroso,  William  (Mid^losex) 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O, 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashmead'Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bagot,  Capt.  Joeceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  James  E.  B.  (Inverness) 
Baird,  John  Qeorge  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfour,  GeraldWilUnm  (Leeds) 
Banburj-,  Frederick  George 
Banes,  Major  Geot^e  Edward 
Barnes,  lYederick  Gorell 
Bathutst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hon.8ir  M.H.(Bristol) 
Beach,  W.W.  Bramston  (Hants) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Captain 
Bigwood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henn* 
Bonsor,  Henrj'  Cosmo  (mne 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
BonlnoiB,  Edmund 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Bowles,  T.GihBon(King'B  Lynn) 
Brassev,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Ht.  Hon.  8t.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Carew,  James  Lawrence 
Carson,  Edward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N,  Lane.) 

Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire) 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 

Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 

Chftml)eriain,Rt.Hon.  J.  (Birm.) 

Chamberlain.  J.  Austen  (Worc'r) 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 

Charrington,  Spencer 

Chelsea,  Viscount 

Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth) 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  li.  A.  E. 

Coddingtoii,  Sir  William 

Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Jiouis 

CoUingB,  Bt.  Hon.  Jea«e 

Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds.) 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 

Cooke,C.  W.  RadcUfTa  (Herefd) 

Courtney,  Bt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 

Cox,  BoWt 


AYES. 

'  Crnnbomo,  Visraunt 
Crean,  Engrno 

Cross,  Herb.  Shephci-d  (Bolton) 
Cnrmn,  Thomas  B,  (Donegal) 
i  Cunie,  Sir  Donald 
Curzon,  Kt.  G.  N.  rt.anc.  S.W.) 
Curzon,  Viscount  (Bucks.) 
Dalbiac,  Major  Flulip  Hugh 
Daly,  James 
Dane,  Richard  M. 
Darling,  Charles  John 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingficld 
Dillon,  John 

Dixon-HaTtland,Sir  Fred.Dixon 

Donolan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  0. 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Donglfls,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douptas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Drockor,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
DTke,Rt.Hon.Sir  William  Hart 
Edwards,  Gen.  Sir  James  Bevan 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Engtedow,  Charles  John 
Fardel],  l^omas  Qeorge 
Farquhar,  Sir  Horace 
Farrell,  Jamr*  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
I  Fellcwea,  Hon,  AilwpmEdvara 
F'erguf  son,  Kt.Hon,Sir  J.(Man.) 
Finch,  Geortre  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Banoatyne 
Firbimk,  Joeejih  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzOerald,  Sir  R.  Tj.FenroES 
FitzWygram,  General  8ir  P. 
Flannwy,  Fortescne 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Forwood,  Rt.  Hon.Sir  ArthurB. 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancastw) 
Fowler,  Matthew  (Dnrham) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  ■^illiani 

Gibb8,Hon.A.G.H.{City  of  Lon.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.Vieapy  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tjirell 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Gorat,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt  Hn.G.  J.  (StO'rg's) 


I  (Joschcn,  George  J.  (Suseox) 
(ioulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
(treen,WaIford  D.  (WedneeVy) 
Gretton,  John 
Hall,  Sir  Charles 
Hale^,  Thomas  fVederick 
Hamilton,  Bt  Hon.  Lnd  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Regiiudd 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,' Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge,  Itobert Trotter 
Hill,I{t.Hn.Lord  Arthtir(I>o«n] 
Hill,  Rt.Hn.A.StaTelcy^talb.) 
Hoare,  Edward  BrodiefHsmps.) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobbouse,  Henry 
Hogan,  Jam^  Francis 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  Raleigh 
Hopkinson,  Alfred 
Honldaworth,  Sir  Wm.  Hany 
Howard,  Joseph 
HoweU.  WiUiam  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson.  George  BickersteUi 
Hunt,  Sir  IVederick  Seagw 
Isaacson,  Frederick  Wootton 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Morton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfruit) 
Johnstone,  John  H.  (Sussex) 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hw.  SirJcJu*  H. 
Kenny,  wiUiam 
Eenrtck,  William 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Sir  Henry  Sej-mour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut.-General 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Comwall) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool; 
Lan'son,  John  Grant  (Y'orka.) 
Lccky,  William  Edwud  H. 
Lees,  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Swans'»1 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.R.  (Eeeexl 
Ijoder,  Gerald  Walter  Eiukine 
Long,  CoL  Charles  W.(£Tesluan* 
Long,  Rt  Hn.  Walter  (L*pooL) 
Lome,  Marqapfls  of 
Loyd,  An^e  Eirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
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ilainrtney,  W. 
iMiicdona,  John  Uumrnin^ 
^[uclcun,  Jum(«  Alaekenzio 
Maclure,  John  William 
MacXeill,  John  Gordon  8wift 
,M(CHlmont,Mj.-Gen.(Ant*m.N ) 
McKillop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Itlark'd,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Bereeford  Valentine 
Milbank,  Powlett  Charles  John 
Mflner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
MoRckton,  Edward  Philip 
Sloon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Mowbray,  Rt.  Hon.Bir  John 
Montx,  Philip  A. 
Murdoch,  Charles  Townshend 
Murray,  Rt.Hn.A.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndham  (Bam) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Msllev,  WiUiam 
U'Niell,  Hon.  Robert  Torrou 
Orr-Ewing,  Charlea  Lindsay 
Pease,  Arthur  (Darlinflfton) 
Pender,  James 
Penn, J  ohn 

Plullpotta,  Captain  Arthor 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Hon.  Horace  Camm 


Pollock,  Harry  Frcdorick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Shai^p 
Pretyman,.  Capt.  Eme«t  Lieorgo 
Piyce-Jonos,  l->lward 
Pni-vis,  Robert 
Rankin,  James 
Rasch,  ilajor  Frederic  Came 
Kenshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Kidley,Rt.Hon.  Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Roche,  Hon.James  (East  Kerry) 
Roche,  John  (East  Galway) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kayo 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Col.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone  1 
Samuel,  Han'y  S.  (Limehuuse) 
SaandersoQ,  Col.  Edw.  James 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  WiUiam  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  "William  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Abel  (Herts) 
Smith,  Aliei  H.  (ChnBtchnrch) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Lord  (I^incs.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stranss,  Arthur 
Stratt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley  • 
Start,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 


Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmcath) 
Talbot,  Lord,  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  John  G.  (Oxfoi-d  Univ.) 
Taylor,  Francis 
Thorhum,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Vemey,  Jlon.  Richard  GreWUe 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Waring,  Col.  Thomas 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  SirR.E.  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Welby,  Lieut..CoI.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whiteley,  H.(ABhtou-under-Ii.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
WilliamB,Joseph  Powell-(Bnn.) 
Willoughbv  do  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh.  N.) 
Wilflon-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Edmond  R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wvndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wy\-ill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Younger,  William 

Tbllers  Foa  TUB  Avus,  Sir 
William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland.  Rt.Hon.Hon.A.H.Dyko 
Allan,  WiUiam  (Gateshead) 
Arch,  Joseph 

Asquith,  Rt  .Hn.Herbert  Henry 
Atherley -Jones,  L, 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Em  mot  t 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbj-shirc) 
Beanmont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Broadhnrst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Bt.  Hon.  Jamea 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Bybnm 
Bart,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  Jamee 
Canston,  Kichard  Knight 
Gawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (CBithneFS-sh.) 
Colville,  John 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan- (Cardigan) 
Davies,  W.  Recs-  (Pembrokesh.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dixon,  George 
Doughty,  George 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  ThoB.  Edw.  (Merionetsh.) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  Glamorgan) 
ETans,  SirFrancisH.(Sonth*ton) 


NOES. 

Farquaharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  B.  C.  Mnnro  (I<eith) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,Rt.Hn.KirHenry(wrtn) 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold.  Charles 

Gourlev,  Sir  Edward  Temperley 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldnne,  Richard  Bordon 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 
Harrieon,  Charles 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale 
Hazell,  Walter 

Hedderwick,Thoma8  Charles  H. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Allred 

Joicey.  Sir  .Tames 

Jones,  David  Br\'nmor(SwanBea) 

Jones,  William,  (CamarvonBh're) 

Kay-ShuttIeworth,Rt.Hon.8r.U 

Kearlej',  Hudson  E. 

KiiilochjSir  JohnGeorgcSmythe 

Labouchere,  Henry 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson.  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cnmbnd.) 

Leese,6ir  JoeephF.(Accrington) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Lenty,  Thomas  Richmond 


Lloyd- George,  David 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  The  mas 

Lowthcr.Rt.  Hon.  James  (Kent) 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
McArthur,  William 
McEwHD,  William 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Ijcitrim) 
McKenna,  Reginald 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
McLeod,  John 

Happin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mellor,  Ht.  Hon.  J.  W.(YorkB.) 
MorgBn,Rt.Hn.Sir  G.0.(Dtnb8.) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Bteconshiie) 
Morley,  Rt.Hn.John  (Montrose) 
Morton,  Edvard  John  Chalmn  s 
Mondella.Rt.Hn.  AnthonyJohn 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Kelly,  James 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
PauHon,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Korthumb.) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Kckersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Captain  Duncan  Vernon 
Priestley,  Brigge  (Yorks) 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
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KuLerU,  Juhn  liryn  (Kition) 
Roberta,  John  H.  (DcnbiKhB.) 
Hobertson,  Edmund  (Dundee)  ! 
Itobeon,  William  Snowdon 
Schwann,  Charles  £. 
Scott,  Charlee  Prestwich 
Seton-Karr,  Henry  . 
Hhsw,  Thomas  (Hawkk  B.) 
Souttar, 'Sohinion 
S}ncer,  Albert 

Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J.  i 


Stevenson,  FrunrL)  S. 
Strac-hey,  Edward 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
'ITionuw,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  ((;iamorgan,E.j 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Wavman,  Thomas 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
WhittaJcer.Thomaa  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C^rvell  (Notts) 
Wilson  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk) 


I  Wilson,  Henry  J.  (I'urk,  W-E.; 
I  Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 

Wilson.  John  (Govan) 

Woodall,  WiUiam 

WoodhooBeSii-J.  T.  (Had'rsed. 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tbllebr  ran  ihb  Nor.  Mr. 
John  GUis  and  Kir  Koitett 
Bad. 


Ordered,  that  the  Order  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  "  Voluntary  Schools  [Aid 
Grant,  Etc.]  "  have  precedence  this  day 
of  the  Notices  of  Motions  and  other 
Orders  of  the  day. 


MOTIONS, 


crofter's  holdings  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1886)  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  tho  Croftcia'  Holdings  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1886,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Weir,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr,  Mclieod,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyell,  and  Sir  William  Wedderbum  ;  presented, 
and  Read  the  First  time ;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  17th  Febmarv,  and  to 
be  printed.— [BiU  109.] 

SHOP  ASSISTANTS  (uALF-HOLIDAY). 

Bill  to  provide  that  all  Shop  Assistants  shall 
have  one  Half- Holiday  in  each  week,  onleretl  to 
be  brought  in  by  ilr.  Duncouibe,  Mr,  SlacNeill. 
Colonel  Dalbiac,  Mr.  Atherley  Jones.  Mr. 
Richardson,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  and  Mr.  Harry 
Samnd  ;  presented,  and  Read  the  First  time  ;  to 
be  Bead  a  Second  time  To-morrow,  and  to  he 
printed.— [BUI  UO.J 

CODNTY  SURVEYORS  (IRELAND) 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  existing  T>aw8  in  Ireland 
relating  to  County  Surveyors'  Superannuation, 
and  oUier  purpose?,  orderod  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  WiUiain  Jt^ston,  Sir  Thomas  Lea, 
Mr.  Hayden,  Colonel  Waring,  Sir  James  Hsslett, 
Mr.  I>aiie,  and  Colonel  McCalmont ;  presented, 
and  Read  the  First  time  ;  to  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  IMday,  12th  February,  and  to  be 
printed.— [bill  111.] 

INJURIES  TO  WORKMEN  (EUPLOVBRS* 
LIABILITY. 

Bill  to  make  bettor  prorision  for  Workmen 
injured  in  the  coarse  of  their  employment, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Arthur  Forwood, 
Mr.  Warr,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  and  Sir  Edward  Hill ; 
presented,  and  Read  the  First  time  ;  to  be  Read 
a  Second  time  upcm  Tuesday,  16th  February,  and 
to  be  printed.— {Bill  112.] 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DA  Y. 


YOLTTXTARY  SCHOOLS 
(AID  GRANT,  Etc.) 

Considered  in  Committee : — 

[The  Chairhan  of  Ways  and  Mkahs, 
Mr.  J.  W.  liOWTHER,  in  the  Chair]. 

Question  again  proposed, 

"That  it  is  expedient — [a)  to  anthoriBC  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment, ctf  an  aid  grant  to  Voluntary  Schoola.  not 
exceeding  five  smllings  per  scholar  for  the  whole 
number  of  scholars  in  those  schools ; 

"  {h)  To  repeal  as  r^;ards  day  schools  so  much 
of  Fection  nineteen  of  The  Elementary  Education 
Act,  1876,  asimpoeeaa  limiton  the  parliantontBry 
grant  to  Elemeutary  Schools  in  England  and 
Wales ;  and 

"  (f)  to  mnke  provision  for  the  esemption  fran 
rates  of  Voluntary  Schools." — (/ir»*  L»r4  ^  tht 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham, 
N.),  whose  speech  was  interrupted  cm 
Monday  night  by  the  operation  of  the 
12  o'clock  rule,  said  he  had  ventured  to 
'  express  to  the  Committee  on  the  previous 
night,  the  great  disappointment  felt  by 
the  friends  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  at 
finding  that  the  Bill  to  be  based  upon 
this  Resolution  would  not  ccone  into 
operation  by  the  end  of  March.  He 
was  sure  the  disappointment  felt  in  tJie 
House  at  that  statement  of  the  First 
Lord  fA  the  Treasury  was  experienced 
perhaps  in  a  more  acute  form  by  pmoos 
interested  in  the  Voluntary  Schools 
throughout  the  country.  It  was  cer- 
tainly reflected  very  widely  in  the  Press 
that  morning.  But  the  best  thing  the 
friends  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  coold 
now  do  was  to  hasten,  as  far  as  they 
could,  the  passing  of  this  Measure ;  and 
if  he  assumed  that  Minister!^  difSCTltiea 
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stood  in  the  way  of  the  Bill  getting 
tiirottgh  before  ike  end  of  Maroh,  he 
thonght  he  should  not  be  far  wrong.  In 
regretting  that  a  scheme  for  giving  relief 
to  the  ratepayers  of  the  poorer  School 
Board  districts  did  not  form  part  of  the 
proposed  Bill,  he  was  conveying  to  the 
House  the  views  of  his  constituents. 
He  hoped  he  was  not  wrong  in  assuming, 
after  the  statement  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  which  was  made  in  more 
definite  language  that  afternoon,  oonpled 
with  statements  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  made  himself  a  few  days  ago, 
that  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question 
of  the  poorer  School  Board  districts 
would  be  introduced  by  the  Government 
this  Session.  If  that  were  clearly  under- 
stood it  would  tend  to  facilitate  the 
passage  of  the  Resolution  through  the 
Committee  and  the  subsequent  Bill 
through  Parliament.  Justified,  as  they 
believed  they  were,  by  the  wording  of 
Section  4  of  the  Bill  of  last  year,  many 
hon.  Members  on  the  Qovemment  side 
oi  the  House,  had,  daring  the  Beoess, 
given  definite  pledges  to  their  constit- 
uents that  they  would  support  the 
introduction  of  a  scheme  dealing  with 
poor  School  Board  districts,  and  it  was 
a  bitter  disappointment  to  them  that 
they  were  unable  to  give  a  complete 
fulfilment  of  those  pledges  now.  But 
he  thought  he  was  right  in  assuming 
that  the  Bill  would  come  at  an  early 
date  and  therefore  on  that  point 
he  would  say  nothing  farther.  The 
next  question  was  the  consideration  of  the 
Resolution  now  before  the  Committee, 
apart  altogether  from  the  School  Board 
district  question.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
there  was  only  one  course  open  to  the 
friends  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  in  re- 
gard to  that  Resolution,  and  that  was 
that  if  they  could  not  have  all  that  they 
had  asked  for  together  but  were  to  get  it 
in  instalments  they  should  leave  nothing 
undone  to  secure  the  first  instalment  at 
the  earliest  possiUe  date.  He  was 
therefore  anxifnu  to  give  all  his  support 
to  the  Government  in  their  efibrts  to 
secure  additional  grants  to  the  Voluntary 
Schools.  He  believed  the  proposed  five 
shillings  grant,  if  not  as  much  as  they 
should  like  to  see  given  would  yet  do 
something  to  shore  up  the  Voluntary 
School  system  for  some  years,  that  it 
would  improve  education  moral  and 
mental  in  the  Voluntary  Schools,  tiiat  it 


would  relieve themanagers  of  thoseSohools 
of  much  cause  for  anxiety,  and  he  trusted 
the  application  of  the  money  would  be  so 
earmarked  in  the  Bill  and  that  it  would  do 
something  also  to  improve  the  position  of 
the  teaching  sta£Es.  No  one  could  by 
any  stretch  of  imagination  write  the 
word  "final"  across  the  Measure.  It 
was  but  a  temporary  expedient  dealing 
with  a  pressing  difficulty.  He  believed 
the  Bill  would  help  the  Voluntary 
Schools  until  some  Statesman  was  pre- 
pared to  grapple  with  ibe  whole  proUem 
of  elementary  education,  and  when  public 
opinion  on  the  subject  was  sufficiently 
ripe  to  propose  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  the  State  should  take  over  the  whole 
cost  of  the  elementary  education  of  the 
country.  When  that  time  arrived  the 
words  "  Board  "  and  *'  Voluntary"  would 
become  memoriee  of  the  past ;  and  the 
question  of  education  would  hie  for  ever 
disassociated  from  sectarian  hate  and 
political  partisanship.  There  were  one 
or  two  questions  he  should  like  to  ask 
before  he  sat  down.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  it  was  proposed  to  make  ihe 
grants  on  the  basis  of  the  aven^ 
attendance  of  the  children  or  on  the 
basis  of  the  whole  number  of  children  on 
the  register  of  the  school.  As  there  was 
a  difference  of  half  a  million  between 
the  children  on  average  attendance  and 
the  children  on  the  rolls  there  would,  of 
course,  be  a  material  difference  in  the 
amount  of  money  availaUe  if  tiie  gruits 
were  mode  on  the  basis  of  the  number 
of  children  on  the  register.  Ko  doubt  it 
was  intended  by  the  Government  that 
the  grant  should  be  made  in  respect  of 
average  attendance.  He  would  abstain 
from  criticism  of  the  Bill  until  its  provi- 
sions were  in  print ;  but  there  was  one 
statement  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  which  he  desired  briefly  to  draw 
attention,  that  associations  containing 
a  large  number  of  town  schools  would  be 
given  grants  at  a  greater  rate  than  asso- 
ciations contunii^  a  prqwnderance  oi 
rural  schoolB.  The  fact  Uiat  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  after  m^dng  that 
statement  was  interrupted  and  had  to 
make  further  explanations,  showed  the 
incredulity  with  which  the  announcement 
was  received  by  both  sides  of  the  House. 
He  thought  it  showed  a  little  ignorantw 
as  to  the  cost  of  school  mam^ment  on 
the  part  oi  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Hie  cost  per  head  ctf  maintaining  diirty 
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scholars  ia  a  school  in  the  rural  parts  of 
England  and  Wales  might  be  much 
larger  than  the  cost  per  head 
of  maintaining  a  thousand  scholars 
in  a  school  in  any  of  the  towns. 
In  the  rural  districts  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty had  been  expmenced  by  the 
children  in  getting  efficient  education  in 
those  schools,  and  in  getting  education 
under  sanitary  and  comfortable  condi- 
tions. ["  Hear,  hear!  "]  It  was  not  an 
unknown  thing  for  rural  schools  not  to 
be  provided  with  an  adequate  supply  of 
drinking  water  for  the  children  durii^ 
their  meal  time.  The  expenditure  for 
this  would  inTolve  aicost  on  the  manage 
of  the  schools,  which  tliey  were  unable 
to  meet  tmder  the  present  grant.  He 
urged  the  Government  to  remodd  the 
proposal  to  offer  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  grant  to  urban,  schools  by  turning  it 
round  and  giving  the  greater  proportion 
to  the  rural  schools.  This  was  a  subject 
which  ought  not,  he  thought,  to  pass  un- 
noticed when  the  terms  of  tlie  Bill  were 
before  them.  Perhaps  he  might  apologise 
to  the  Minister  in  charge  for  having 
intervened  at  all  in  the  discussion.  It 
,was  tolhim  a  matter  of  very  material  im- 
portance, not  only  for  the  fact  that  he 
had'  been  connected  with,  this  work  for 
many  years,  but  from  the  fact  that  his 
constituents  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  question  of  grants  to  the  poorer 
School  Board  districts.  There  was  no 
borough,  county,  or  district  throughout 
the  country  where  the  pinch  of  the 
School  Board  rate  had  been  more  keenly 
felt  than  in  the  Borough  of  West  Ham, 
and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  a  pledge 
would  bo  given  on  the  subject  by  one  of 
Uie  Members  of  the  Govemmeat  of  an 
explicit  character. 

*Mb.  D.  F.  GODDABD  (Ipswich)  said 
his  first  objection  to  these  Resolutions 
was  on  the  Inroad  ground  of  religious 
equality.  These  Beeolutions  were  con- 
ceived for  the  purpose  of  endowing  the 
so-called  Voluntary  Schools  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  elementary  schools. 
The  hoUowness  of  the  term  "  Volun- 
tary" in  this  connection  was  plainly 
shown  by  the  fact  that  in  1895  the 
Church  of  England  schools  had  an  in- 
come of  £3,629,967,  of  which  only 
£640,406  (»une  from  Voluntary  subscrip- 
tions; an  amount  which  really  repre- 
sented something  like  2d.  out  q{  Qvery 

i/r.  Ernest  Gray, 


Is.  of  money  used.  He  thought  the  time 
had  come  when  the  fiction  of  Voluntary 
Schools  should  be  swept  away,  what  was 
really  meant  was  sectarian  schools.  What 
was  really  being  done  was  to  build  up 
the  Church  of  England  and  Roman 
Catholic  CHiurch  special  grants  of 
public  money.  The  anxiety  of  these 
schools  and  Churches  had  never  been  for 
educational  efficiency — [Cries  of  "  Oh :  "J 
— it  had  been  to  make  their  schools  the 
nurseries  of  their  ecclesiastical  system. 
As  a  firm  adher«it  to  the  principles  of 
religious  equality,  he  thought  it  was  only 
right  to  protest  against  any  such  grsnt 
as  this,  and  he  betieved  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  in  the  country  would  also 
object  to  it.  Th^  were  going  to  tax  the 
Roman  Catholics  for  the  ben^t  of  the 
Established  Church,  and  to  tax  the  Xon- 
conformists  in  order  that  in  certun 
schools  such  catechisms  as  that  of  Mr. 
(race,  which  consigned  Nonconformists 
to  the  nethermost  hell,  should  be  taught. 
It  must  be  clear  to  everybody  that  io 
supporting  the  Board  Schools  through 
the  rates  they  were  not  supporting  any 
distinctive  doctrinal  teaching,  and  at  sll 
events  all  classes  of  the  community  had 
the  opportunity  it  they  chose  to  avail 
themselves  of  it  of  being  represented  on 
the  mauE^ment,  whereas  there  was  no 
suggestion  of  control  in  these  schools. 
His  second  objection  was  that  this 
scheme  would  involve  a  great  waste  of 
the  nation's  money.  He  did  not  object 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  nation's  money 
for  piuTWses  of  education,  but  he  could 
see  no  guarantee  that  this  money  would 
be  spent  on  better  education.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill  of 
last  year,  the  help  would  go  to  those  who 
needed  it  least.  It  could  scarcely  be 
contended  that  all  these  schools  really 
needed  anything  like  an  exbra  grant  of 
6b.  when  they  remembered  that  in  1893 
there  were  over  1,000  schools  which 
were  maintained  without  any  subscrip- 
t-ions at  all,  and  that  there  were  some- 
thinglike 670  or  674  schools  which  were 
maintained  with  subscriptions  of  less 
than  Is.  per  child.  He  understood  the 
ri^t  hon.  G«itleman  to  say  that  the 
Associations  which  he  referred  to  would 
increase  the  grant  in  some  cases  and  re- 
duce it  in  others.  He  thought  this 
would  prove  to  be  an  api^e  of  discord 
amongst  these  Associations,  as  emy 
one    of    those    schools    which  had 
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a  chftnce  of  seouriug  a  Sa.  grant 
would  not  make  a  claim  for  less. 
He  (lid  not  notice  any  guarantee  as  to 
increased  ei&ciency  in  the  teaohiog  in 
these  schools.  Again,  no  attempt  was 
made  to  give  the  people  whose  mon^ 
was  to  be  used  any  more  control  over 
the  schools  than  they  had  at  the  present 
time.  He  knew  it  would  be  said  control 
would  be  vested  in  the  Education  De- 
partment. That  was  not  the  control  the 
people  asked  for;  they  wanted  a  more 
(definite  local  controL  They  demanded 
it,  and  that  was  what  they  would  have. 
It  was  said  the  Leader  of  the  House 
that  the  accounts  of  Uie  schools  were  to 
be  properly  audited.  That  was  a  dis- 
tinctly good  move,  but  it  was  not  all  that 
was  wanted.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
accounts  should  be  published  in  the  local- 
ity of  a  school,  and  so  brought  within 
reach  of  everyone  interested.  In  conclu- 
sion, he  desired  to  refer  to  the  very 
serious  remarks  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  addressed  to  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  the  present  School  Board  bjb- 
tern.  The  right  hon.  Gentlonan  told 
them  they  wotSd  only  be  rushing  to  the 
destruction  of  that  system  if  they  did 
anything  to  hasten  the  decay  of  the 
Voluntary  system.  Upon  that  point  the 
Committee  would,  perhaps,  allow  him  to 
quote  some  words  of  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council.  The  noble  Duke  once 
said  in  the  House  of  Commons: — 

"  Tfaere  ore  many  of  ua,  and  t  do  not  scrnple 
to  I  am  one  of  them,  who  believe  that  the 
principle  of  School  Boards  is  the  right  and  true 
principle  in  this  matter.  We  believe  that  being 
the  rii^ht  and  true  principle,  it  will  in  t^e  end 
prevail.  We  believe  when  once  the  time  has 
arrived  tliat  Parliament  has  declared  the  educa- 
tion of  the  countiy  to  be  the  business  of  &e 
State,  it  becomes  inevitable  that  sooner  or  latv 
the  State  education  must  be  in  tiie  hands  not 
of  individuab,  but  of  the  rqnesentatives  ot  the 
people." 

*SiB  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE  <Kent, 
Dartford),  who  was  received  with  cheers, 
said  the  Debate  had  shown  to  him  more 
distinctly  than  ever  how  delicate  was  the 
compromise  at  which  Parliament  arrived 
in  1870,  and  how  delicate  and  fine  was 
the  machinery  of  that  compromise.  He 
hod  always  fdt,  and  he  felt  it  most 
acutely  during  the  six  years  he  was  at 
the  Education  Office,  that  if  in  the 
slightest  degree  that  machinery  was  dis- 
turbed great  friction  might  immediately 
result,  leading  possibly  to  th»  utter  dis- 


organisation of  the  whole  educational 
system.  To-day  they  were  in  the  midst 
of  one  of  those  educational  controversies 
which  afforded  deep  anxiety  to  ail  those 
who  had  Party  instmcts  and  deep  constn^ 
nation  to  those  who  had  good  education 
uppermost  in  their  minds ;  the  discus- 
sion also  afforded  great  joy  to  the  Opposi- 
tion of  the  day.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  He 
did  not  complain  of  the  attitude  of  Her 
Majesty's  Opposition  in  regard  to  this 
proposal.  It  was,  indeed,  a  scanty  bill 
of  fare  that  had  been  prepared  for  them 
during  this  Session,  and  if  they  chose 
the  only  dainty  dish  set  before 
them  and  dressed  and  redressed  it 
for  the  benefit  of  the  constituencies 
the  Government  and  their  supporters 
must  not  be  too  hard  upon  them.  Be- 
sides and  beyond  the  difficulties  which 
must  always  attend  any  fresh  effort  re- 
specting elementary  education  in  this 
country  the  Government  were  confronted 
to-day  with  an  opposition  which  had 
been  made  keener  by  the  events  of  last 
year.  He  had  no  wish  to  condemn  the 
Government  for  the  failure  of  last  year, 
but  hon.  Members  must,  in  dealing  with, 
opposition  like  the  present,  look  at  the 
case  as  a  whole.  No  doubt  the  Debates 
of  last  Session  created  a  bitterness  which 
made  it  much  more  difficult  to  deal  with 
the  subject  now  in  a  calm  and  sober 
mood.  Somehow  or  other  the  fear  had 
been  spread  among  the  ranks  opposite 
that  the  Government  intended  some  day 
or  othei-,  by  one  fell  swoop,  to  destroy 
the  School  Board  system.  Personally  he 
had  always  recognised  the  School  Board  as 
a  great  part  of  our  educationid  system, 
and  however  eager  he  might  be,  for  ob- 
vious reasons,  to  support  the  Voluntary 
Schools  of  the  country,  he  had  never 
failed  to  acknowledge  the  great  educa- 
tional effect  of  the  Board  Schools. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  He  assured  his  hon. 
'Friends  that  they  would  never  forward 
the  cause  they  had  at  heart  by  attempt- 
ing to  dispan^e  the  work  done  by  School 
Boards.  [Opposition  eheers.]  It  might 
be  that  in  their  efforts  School  Boards  had 
caused  grievous  financial  difficulties  to  the 
Voluntary  Schools,  but  that  was  an  inci- 
dent of  the  situation,  and  he  said  ad- 
visedly that  the  best  thing  he  and  his 
hon.  Frimds  could  do,  if  thej  wished  to 
come  to  a  good  decision,  was  to  recog- 
nise the  fact  that  the  School  Board  sys- 
tem must  obtftin  in  this  country,  as  part 
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of  our  great  educational  system,  a  recog- 
nition which  was  perfectly  compatible 
with  their  support  of  the  Voluntary  sys- 
tem. ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  There  was  one 
other  very  important  matter  in  which 
grieTOua  harm  had  be&o  done  with  re- 
gard to  the  settlement  of  this  question. 
He  had  a  strong  belief  that  they  could 
only  solve  this  question,  not  annihi- 
lating the  central  department,  vhich 
must  always  exist  as  a  security  to  the  tax- 
payers, but  by  appointing  some  great 
educational  authority  in  each  county  in 
England  and  Wales — ["hear,  hear!"] — 
and  in  the  metropolis,  which  would  be 
not  only  representative  in  its  character, 
but  beyond  the  possibility  of  reproach  in 
respect  to  its  dealings  as  between  Board 
and  Voluntary  Schools.  The  Debates  of 
last  year  had  a  most  unfortunate  result 
on  the  County  Councils.  During  the 
first  few  weeks  after  the  introduction,  of 
last  year's  Bill  the  County  Councils,  with 
one  solitary  exception,  expressed  a  readi- 
ness to  undertake  the  duties  sought  to 
be  imposed  upon  them,  but  when  it  be- 
came known  to  the  County  Councils  that 
in  Parliament  Members  were  flying  at 
each  other* s  throats,  and  that  besides  the 
administrative  efforts  they  would  have 
to  make  they  would  have  to  deal  with 
such  a  vexed  and  difficult  question  as 
that  raging  in  the  House  of  Commons  be- 
tween Board  and  Voluntary  Schools,  they 
very  naturally,  as  businesslike  and  practi- 
cal bodies,  expressed  a  wish  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  Hon. 
Members  found  themselves  hampered  by 
what  happened  last  year,  but  they  also 
found  themselves  face  to  face  with  a  pro- 
posal i\^hich,  after  all,  had  the  merit  of 
being  an  honest  endeevoxir  to  carry  out 
the  pledge  which  had  been  again  and 
again  given,  not  only  in  the  country,  but 
in  the  House.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  For 
many  weeks  past  he  had  noticed  it  fore- 
shadowed in  the  Opposition  Press  that 
the  Government  intended  some  coup  or 
some  trap,  and  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
pictured  as  engf^ed  in  bird-oatchii^  and 
other  interesting  rural  amusements  and 
sports.  [Laughter.]  So  far  from  the 
Government  having  designed  a  trap  for 
the  Opposition,  they  had  been  led  by 
force  of  circumstances  to  prepare  a  trap 
for  themselves.  [Opposition  cheers.] 
They  had  been  obliged  to  place  tiiis  Keso- 
lution  before  the  House,  which  gave  hon. 

Sir  William  ffturt  Dyke, 


Members,  whether  supporters,  or  so- 
called  supporters,  of  the  Government — 
[a  laugh)— OT  Members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, free  scope  for  their  inge- 
nuity, and  allowed  them  to  in- 
du^  not  in  Second  Reading 
but  Committee  speeches.  ["  Hear !  "J 
If  there  was  any  trap  set  for  any  particu- 
lar bird  in  this  case  it  had  been  the  one 
set  by  the  Government  themselves. 
[Opposition  l(tughter.\  It  was  obvious 
that  the  Opposition  were  going  to  fight 
out  this  matter  to  the  bitter  end.  [Op- 
position cheers.]  They  were  difficult  to 
deal  with.  [Opposition  cries  of  "  Hear, 
hear!"  and  laughter.]  If  this  Bill  had 
referred  only  to  necessitous  Board 
Schools  they  would  have  heard  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land 
demmciations  of  the  Government  for 
having  only  partially  dealt  with  this 
great  question.  [Oppo»ition  ekeers.} 
As  far  as  his  experience  went,  he  was 
certain  that  it  was  utterly  impossiUe  for 
the  Government  to  refuse  to  deal  with 
necessitous  Board  Schools  at  an  earl; 
date,  and  not  only  hon.  Membera  of-th£ 
Opposition,  but  those  on  the  Miaisteiial 
benches  had  a  fair  claim  to  demand  from 
the  Government  a  very  clear  statement  ss 
to  the  time  at  which  the  House  might 
look  forward  to  for  the  introduction  of 
such  a  Measure.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  He 
had  heard  many  speeches  on  the  ques- 
tion ;  perhaps  hot  so  many  in  support  of 
the  Government  Measure  as  he  could 
hare  wished.  [Laughter.]  Thoiif^ 
some  hon.  Members  on  the  Miniatoial 
side  of  the  House  seemed  to  have  been 
puzzled  as  to  what  the  Bill  would  or 
would  not  do,  he  confessed  that  he  had 
never  been  so  much  puzzled  as  he  was 
by  the  course  of  the  Debate  last  night. 
He  had  always  supposed  that  at  the  last 
General  Election  a  laige  number  of  his 
hon.  Friends,  and  some  Membera  of  the 
Government,  gave  very  distinct  pledges 
that  the  monetary  inequality  between 
Voluntary  and  Board  Schools  shouhl  once 
for  all  be  done  away  with.  He  did  not 
himself  give  pledges  of  that  nature,  but 
had  always  underatood  that  they  were 
given  broadcast.  [Opjwsition  cheer*.] 
He  further  understood  that  an  effort  was 
made  during  the  last  Session  by  the 
Government  to  redeem  that  pledge,  but 
by  a  Measure  so  large  and  ambitious  that 
it  had  to  be  withdrawn.  One  of  the 
chief  reasons  of   the  failure  of  this 
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Measure  was  the  somewhat  wholesale 
condemnation  that  it  received  from  his 
hon.  Friends  below  the  Gangway  on  the 
ground  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough — 
that  it  did  not  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  case.  Now,  the  Government  brought 
in  a  far  less  ambitious  and  far  1^  com- 
prehensive scheme  which,  to  a  gre^t  ex- 
tent, met  the  demands  of  his  hon.  Friends 
vith  r^^ard  to  the  necessitous  Toluntaiy 
Schools,  and  he  never  was  more  astoun- 
ded than  he  was  \fj  the  Debate  that  fol- 
lowed its  introduction  last  night.  He 
sat  there  hour  hj  hour  among  suppor- 
ters, not  of  Voluntary  Schools  but  of 
Board  Schools.  [Oppotition  laughter.] 
Instead  of  hearing  his  hon.  Friends 
thanking  the  Government  for  what  they 
were  proposing,  he  heard  nothing  of  the 
kind.  "Hiere  was  not  even  a  mtir^ur  of 
thanks  from  them.  \Oppoaition  laugh- 
fer.]  Hon.  Member  aftor  hon.  Member 
rose  around  him  until  he  was  almost  ter- 
rified out  of  his  Parliamentary  senses — 
[laughter\ — not  to  conunend  the  propo- 
sals of  the  Government  under  whose  aus- 
pices they  won  their  seats — [ironical 
Oppoaition  cheers] — but  to  condemn 
them  because,  forsooth,  they  did  not 
assist  the  Board  Schools.  He  hoped  he 
might  be  forgiven  if  he  sat  somewhat 
alarmed  when  he  saw  such  strange  phe- 
nomena going  on  around  him.  [Laugh- 
ter.] Of  course,  it  was  to  be  understood 
that  the  action  of  the  Govwnment  did 
not  stop  at  the  point  of  the  presrait  pro- 
posalB  touching  the  Voluntary  Schools. 
He  understood  that  a  pledge,  and  a  per- 
fectly distinct  pledge,  would  be  given  by 
the  Government,  in  the  course  of  the 
Debate,  that  a  similar  Measure  would  be 
applied  to  the  necessitous  Board  Schools. 
["  Hear,  hear  1"]  But,  after  all,  the  ker- 
nel of  this  question  was  the  distribution 
of  the  money,  and  its  importance  led  him 
to  bitterly  regret  that  they  were  unhap- 
pily prevented  from  setting  up  such  an 
authority  as  he  had  intimated.  Ther& 
must  be  Bomebo<fy  responsible  for  the 
distribution  of  the  fund,  and  the  Govern- 
ment had  fallen  back  on  the  Education 
Department,  which  was  a  good  authority 
for  the  purpose  as  far  as  one  point  went. 
It  had  been  hinted  once  or  twice  that 
the  Education  Department  was  not  the 
proper  authority  for  the  purpose,  and 
that  there  would  be  jealousies  as  between 
school  and  school  and  district  and  dis- 
trict.    He  believed   there  would  be 

VOL.  XLV.  [toubth  rkribs.] 


nothing  of  the  kind.  ["Hear,  hetff!"J 
If  the  Department  were  to  be  set  up  for 
the  first  time  as  a  central  authority  in 
London  to  carry  out  the  object,  it  would 
be  a  very  bad  and  vicious  principle,  but 
this  authority  had  always  been  engaged 
in  giving  grants  to  schools  and  carrying 
out  this  work  under  the  Act  of  1870, 
and  BO  far  as  it  would  be  responsible  for 
the  distribution  of  the  funds  he  tiiought 
there  would  be  no  chance  of  bitterness  or 
friction.  Then  as  to  the  local  authority. 
It  was  not  the  best  that  could  have 
been  obtained  last  year,  but  it  was 
the  next  best  at  this  date  that  could 
be  devised  to  find  out  what  really 
were  the  local  needs  and  necessities  of 
the  schools.  That  was  what  was  wanted. 
They  did  not  want  to  see  the  money 
squandered  on  schools  that  did  not  require 
assistance.  The  proposal  for  an  equal 
grant  all  round  wu,  he  believed,  a  foolish 
device  for  squandering  the  taxpayers* 
money.  ["  Hear,  heu*  t"]  Let  them  look 
at  the  question  as  they  might,  it  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance  to  the  tax- 
payers of  tiie  country  as  a  whole,  for  the 
extinction  of  the  Voluntary  system  would 
involve  a  lai^  increase  of  national 
expenditure  of  many  millions  for 
elementary  education.  ["Hear,  hearl"] 
The  next  point  to  consider  was  the 
new  system  of  the  association  of 
schools.  How  was  it  going  to  woric? 
He  presumed  that  the  associations 
would  cDvo:  a  voy  large  area 
indeed ;  otherwise  the  s^tem  would  be 
absurd.  The  more  associations  they 
had,  the  more  intricate  would  be  the 
work  both  locally  and  for  the  Depart- 
ment. Their  primary  duty  would  be  to 
give  the  best  information  they  could  to 
the  Department  concerning  every  school 
in  their  area,  and  further  to  frame  a 
scheme  for  the  assistance  of  those  schools. 
He  believed  that  if  they  made  associa- 
tion compulsory  it  would  fail,  but  that 
it  would  work  on  a  permissive  basis. 
The  schools  that  did  not  enter  into  the 
association  would  not  be  left  out 
in  the  cold,  but  would  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Department,  which  would 
be  able  to  get  information  with  regard 
to  them  from  its  own  inspectors. 
The  Department,  as  he  understood  the 
scheme,  would  not  be  tied  by  any  local 
authority,  but  would  be  the  supreme 
authority  in  regard  to  these  transactions. 
It  was  very  obvious  that  under  such  a 
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Bcheme  as  this  the  Department  would  be 
able  to  deal,  especially  in  rural  districts, 
with  many  of  the  inequalities  which  oc- 
curred. It  might  be  ui^ed  that  this  was 
Slew  work  for  these  associations.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  be  so  considered 
either  by  the  Church  of  England,  the 
Wesleyana,  or  the  Roman  Catholics.  He 
would  remind  hon.  Members  that  in 
every  diocese  the  Church  of  England  had 
her  diocesan  boards,  which  had  not  only 
to  deal  with  large  administratlTe  work  as 
regarded  schools,  but  also  and  especially 
with  this  very  work  of  aidii^,  through 
subscriptions,  necessitous  schools  in  their 
districts.  Therefore,  as  regarded  the  De- 
partment, they  had  every  information  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  new 
duties  imposed  upon  them,  and  as  re- 
garded the  local  authorities,  most  of  them 
would  be  dealing  with  work  which,  in 
many  cases,  they  had  been  performing 
for  years.  Then  there  was  the  question 
of  the  allotment  of  this  money  to  various 
localitiea  or  various  areas.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  stated  that  a 
larger  sum  would  be  allotted  to  the  urban 
or  town  districts  than  would  be  allotted 
to  the  country  districts.  That  was,  no 
doubt,  an  unpleasant  statement  for  those 
who  represented  rural  constituencies,  but 
he  thought  some  misapprehension  ex- 
isted on  the  point.  In.  many  districts, 
no  doubt,  such  as  Manchester  and  the 
lai^r  Lancashire  towns,  where  there 
were  poor  districts  with  large  schools  and 
a  larger  number  of  pupils  in  them — in 
the  very  poorest  districts,  such  as  he  had 
referred  to,  and  such  as  they  had  in  the 
East  End  of  London,  it  must  be  neces- 
sary to  allot  a  much  larger  sum  than 
would  be  allotted  to  the  country.  But 
he  would  ask  the  Committee  to  consider 
— and  this  was  the  test  of  the  thing — 
whether  it  would  be  possible  imder  this 
scheme  for  any  rural  school  in  any  county 
in  England  which  was  in  difficulties  to 
continue  to  sufier  and  yet  not  get  a  grant 
from  the  Education  Department,  if  it  was 
to  be  supreme  in  these  matters.  As  he 
understood,  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  wide  enough  in  their 
scope  to  deal  with  any  necessitous  school, 
whether  in  town  or  in  country.  .["Hear, 
hear !  "]  If  they  were  satisfied  on  that 
point,  it  mattered  little  to  those  who  re- 
presented rural  districts,  whether  the 
gross  sum  allotted  in  each  case  was  larger 
or  smaller.     All  they  required  to  be 
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satisfied  upon  was  that  before  the  BUI 
passed  through  Committee  it  should  be 
provided  that  in  no  case  shouM  a  rural 
school  which  really  wanted  aid  have 
withheld  from  it  a  grant  to  the  proper 
amount.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  He  could 
not  but  allude  to  the  question  of  sul> 
scription  to  Voluntary  Schools.  It  wai 
perfectly  obvious  that  they  must  now 
allow  this  Measure  to  go  forward  as  a  re- 
lief to  subscribers  to  Voluntary  Schools. 
[OppotitioH  cheers.]  He  thought  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  in  thia  new  Act 
there  ^ould  be  a  direction  to  the  Edu- 
cation Department  that,  in  all  cases  in 
which  help  was  given  to  Voluntary 
Schools,  due  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  subscriptions  paid  to  the 
schools.  He  thought  it  should  be  a 
sine  qud  non  in  all  cases  in  which  assist- 
ance was  to  be  given  to  the  locality  that 
there  should  be  some  guarantee,  on  the 
part  of  the  locality,  that  the  subsisting 
subscriptions  would  be  jnaintained. 
\Oppogition  cheers.]  It  would  .be  urged 
that  the  more  they  gave  to  Voluntary 
Schools  the  more  the  subscriptions  wouki 
drop  away.  [Opposition  eheers-l  He 
would  like  to  tell  the  House  what 
happened  in  the  case  of  the  Free  Educa- 
tion Act,  against  which  a  similar  objec- 
tion was  urged.  In  1890,  before  that 
Act  came  into  operation,  the  rate  sub- 
soribed  per  head  per  child  in  Voluntary 
Schools  was  68.  7Jd.  In  1895— five 
years  after  the  Act  came  into  force — the 
rate  was  6b.  9d.  [Cheers.]  That  was, 
in  his  opinion,  a  oonduaive  answer  to  the 
objection  that  the  first  (result  of  this 
grant  would  be  to  produce  a  diminution 
of  subscriptions.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The 
Government  had  been  rather  roughly 
handled  on  the  question  of  passing  thia 
scheme  through  before  the  31st  of  March. 
He  owned  that  he  for  one  considered  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  they 
should  meet  early  this  Session  so  as  to 
be  able  to  carry  a  Measm^  through  for 
Uie  appropriation  of  b  certain  sum  in 
the  Treasui^,  and  that  it  should  be 
handed  over  at  once  to  the  assistance  of 
Voluntary  Schools.  [Opposition  eA«er«.] 
It  seemed  that  they  were  doomed  to  dis- 
appointment on  that  point,  but  be 
thought  he  had,  at  all  events,  shown  two 
things — in  the  first  place,  that  the  grant 
of  to-day  was  different  from  the  grant 
proposed  yesterday — [cheers) — and,  in 
the  second  place,  that  the  api^icatioo 
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ot  the  grant  was  also  totally  different, 
that  these  proposals  were  by  no  means 
ou  all  fours  with  the  late  proposals  of 
the  GoTernment,  and  that  it  would  be 
absolutely  impossible  to  allocate  what  re- 
mained of  this  sum  so  as  to  fit  it  with 
the  existing  proposals  of  the  Govem- 
ment.  He  had  spoken  at  length,  because 
he  had  felt  that  the  occasion  not  only  re- 
quired but  demanded  it.  [Opposition 
cAeer*.]  It  might  be  true  that  in  this 
case,  as  in  that  of  many  of  his  hon. 
Friends,  there  were  some  things  in  this 
Measure  of  vluch  he  might  not  alto- 
gether approve.  He  should  have  liked  a 
better  and  a  more  comprehensive  scheme 
and  to  have  had  allied  with  this  scheme 
something  that  would  have  given  a  clear 
definition  of  what  elementary  education 
really  meant  compared  with  what  it 
meant  when  Mr.  Forster  gave  them  that 
famous  guarantee  with  re^rd  to  expendi- 
ture upon  their  elementary  education. 
Like  many  others  on  that  side  of  the 
House  he  might  be  disappointed  in  one 
or  two  points,  but  he  should  support  this 

f»roposal  with  his  vote  to  the  very  end — 
Oppogition  ironical  eheer«] — because  he 
honestly  believed  that  in  the  difficult, 
the  almost  impossible,  circumstances  of 
the  case  it  was  the  very  best  proposal 
the  Government  could  have  produced. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  He  could  not  under- 
stand for  what  earthly  reason  hon.  Mem- 
bers should  be  picking  holes  in  this  Re- 
solution because  it  did  not  happen  to  suit 
the  position  of  some  obscure  school  in 
their  constituencies.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 " 
and  laughter.]  After  spending  30  years 
in  the  support  of  a  Party  was  he  to  throw 
Party  loyalty  to  the  winds  because  of 
some  trifling  matter  such  as  this,  and 
forget  those  huge  interests — Imperial, 
national,  and  colonial — committed  to  the 
charge  of  his  right,  hon  Friends  below 
himi  He  almost  shuddered  to  think  of 
the  hilarity  with  which  hon.  Members 
greeted  the  spectacle  of  hon.  Friends 
near  him  attacking  this  proposal  and 
who  were  ddighted  with  their  perform- 
ance and  yet  were  always  ao  frightened 
when  the  time  for  voting  came.  [Cheers 
and  laughter.]  In  all  good  hiunour  and 
with  the  best  of  temper  he  would  remind 
bon.  Gentlemen  that  big  majorities  did 
not  last  for  ever.  [Opposition  cheers 
and  laughter.]  He  was  old  enough  to 
give  them  the  advantage  of  his  experience, 
and  he  reminded  them  of  what  took  place 


in  the  years  1868  to  1874.  He  was  Whip 
to  the  Party  in  those  years,  and  well  re- 
membered Mr.  Gladstone's  majority  tn 
1868  of  over  100,  and  how  the  Opposi- 
tion cheered  when  the  majority  on  a 
division  was  not  more  than  70  or  80. 
What  killed  that  majority  in  18741  He 
had  his  hand  on  the  tiller  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  election,  and  knew  what 
upset  that  majority.  [Cheers  and 
laughter.]  It  was  a  clause  in  the  Edu- 
cation Act  of  1870 ;  it  was  the  di^;ust  of 
Nonconformists  with  Mr.  Forster  and 
others  leaders  of  their  Party  that  upset 
the  Government  at  that  time.  He  could 
assure  his  hon.  Friends  that  they  were 
playing  with  edged  tools  in  their  criti- 
cisms of  this  Measure.  [Opposition 
laughter.]  If  they  wanted  to  understand 
the  effect  of  their  conduct  let  them  look 
at  the  delight  of  hon.  Members  opposite. 
[Renewed  laughter^  Hon.  Members 
opposite  had  been  bubbling  over  with 
laughter  and  cheers  ever  since  last  night. 
[Loud  laughter.]  Of  this  he  wa?  quite 
certain,  that  whatever  criticisms  of  this 
Measure  might  come  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  only  to  go  forward  with  determina- 
tion and  they  would  secure  an  adequate 
result  for  their  labours  and  real  and  last- 
ing assistance  to  Voluntary  Schools. 
[Cheers.] 

*SiR  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.),  who  was  received  with  cheers, 
said :  It  is  not  unnatural  that  an  old 
and  distinguished  Whip  like  my  right 
hon.  Friend  should  have  been  disturbed 
by  the  strange  phenomena  1^  which  he 
found  himself  surrounded  last  n^ht,  and 
I  am  not  surprised  that  he  should  have 
delivered  a  rather  severe  lecture  to  Mem- 
bers on  his  own  side  who  do  not  take 
quite  the  same  view  of  their  election 
pledges  as  he  takes.  I  am  under 
tlie  impression  that  a  great  many 
Members  opposite  who  unquestionably 
did  pledge  themselves  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  support  a  Measure  for  giving 
additional  relief  to  Voluntary  Schools 
did  in  towns  accompany  the  ^edge  with 
a  dedaration  that  they  would  do  nothing^ 
to  injure  Board  Schools.  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
I  think  they  are — it  is  perhaps  im- 
pertinent for  me  to  interfere — I  think 
they  are  fulfilling  pledges  given  when 
they  take  exception  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Bill  proposes  to  deal  with  the 
interests  of  Board  Schoola  ["Hear^ 
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hear  !  "]  I  am  rather  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke) 
should  administer  to  us  with  bis 
usual  good  humour  and  candour  a  lec- 
ture about  making  Second  Shading 
speeches.  I  think  my  H^oSt  hon.  Friend 
has  gone  into  the  details  of  the. 
Bill  in  a  manner  vhich  suggests 
that  he  has  had  some  better  means  of  in- 
formation as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Bill 
than  we  poor  ignorant  mortals  could 
derive  from  the  speech  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasuiy.  I  am  not  going  to 
make  a  Second  Reading  speech,  and  I  am 
not  going  into  tHe  details  of  the  Measure 
on  the  present  occasion.  I  feel  the  diffi- 
oulty  of  discussing  the  details  of  any 
measure  before  tlw  Bill  in  its  entirety 
is  before  the  House,  and  I  confess  I  did 
not  understand  last  n^ht — I  have  not 
the  acuteness  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Bodmin — the  scheme  of 
the  association  of  schools.  I  do  not 
complain  of  that,  for  I  can  quite  under- 
stand the  scheme  is  complicated  and  does 
require  to  be  seen  in  print  before  we 
can  form  a  complete  idea  of  it.  But  this 
stage  of  the  Bill  it  not  what  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  described  as  a 
purely  formal  one.  If  this  were  a  purely 
formal  vote  on  which  an  ordinary  Ways 
and  Means  Bill  should  be  founded,  then 
there  would  be  great  force  in  the  state- 
ment the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  as 
to  the  non-necessity  of  protracted  dis- 
cussion, and  there  would  have  been  a  fair 
appeal  to  precedent  that  whereas  the 
forms  of  the  House  require  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  resolution  in  Committee,  yet 
nevertheless  the  introduction  should  be 
r^arded  as  a  First  Reading  and  Debate 
and  should  not  be  continued  in  a  manner 
unusual  to  that  stage  of  a  BilL  But  the* 
GoTemment  have  adopted  a  policy  on 
this  occasion  which  compels  discussion 
now — ['*  hear,  hear  I  "]--and  at  this 
stage,  on  wlmt  we  think  the  most  vital 
parts  of  the  Bill.  [Cheert.]  The  Gov- 
ernment have  no  right  to  complain  of 
that  discussion — they  have  no  right  to 
attempt  to  abbreviate  it.  \CheeTt^  They 
have  themselves  selected  this  mode  of 
procedure. 

Thi  FIRST  LORD  or  thi  TREA- 
SURY: We  had  no  alternative. 
*SiE  HENRY  FOWLER :  Iquiteundeiv 
stand  that  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
view,  and  I  am  going  to  deal  with  it.  He 
said  the  other  night  there  mts  no  altema- 
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tive,  but  tfam  we  join  issuei  There  is  no 
alternative,  according  to  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House,  when  a  Government 
proposes  a  Bill  the  main  object  of  irfakh 
is  to  grant  puUic  money,  no  alternative 
to  the  adoption  of  the  course  of 
introducing  the  Bill  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  in  Committee.  That 
I  concede  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but,  while  the  orders  of  the  House  re- 
quire that  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  gran^ 
ing  of  public  money  should  be  introduced 
in  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
Standing  Orders  do  not  require  that  the 
resolution  should  be  so  limited  as  to  pre- 
clude discussion  on  one  of  the  vital  prin- 
ciples of  the  proposal  [CAeer«.]  Let  me 
put  this  fairly  before  the  House.  The  Got- 
emment  might  have  inoposed,  but  they 
have  not,  to  give  additional  aid  to  de- 
nominational schools  on  the  ground 
of  grave  necessity  existing  in  certain 
schools  or  in  certain  districts.  In 
that  case  it  ought  to  be  open  to 
the  Opposition  to  say,  and  we  should 
have  said,  "  Such  aid  should  be 
granted  to  Board  Schools  where  equal 
necessity  prevails."  ["Hear,  hear  1  "J 
That  is  what  the  Govemmmt  m^jht  do, 
but  what  have  the  Govemmoat  donet 
They  have  proposed  that  such'  additional 
aid  shall  be  granted  to  all  denomina- 
tional schools  equally.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "J 
If  that  be  so,  then  we  have  the 
right  to  say  that  all  Board  Schools 
should  share  in  this  grant,  that 
they  should  be  treated  alike.  ["Hear, 
hear  1 "]  I  am  not  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion whether  that  is  a  right  contention 
or  not ;  I  am  dealing  simply  with,  the 
procedure  which  the  Government  have 
adopted,  and  to  iriiich  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  th^  was  no  altnuative. 
The  Government  have  adopted  a  pro- 
cedure which  prevents  any  Member  or 
any  section  of  the  House  joining  issue  on 
this  contention ;  they  have  precluded  us 
alike  from  discussion  and  division  what 
we  consider  the  main  objection  to  this 
Bill.   ["Hear,  hear  1"] 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TRRA- 
SURY:  What  other  form  could  we 
adopt 1 

*SiB  HENRY  FOWLER :  What  ia  the 
grotmd  on  which  the  restriction  is  madef 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  what  form 
could  he  have  adopted.  It  is  not  die  in- 
variable form  to  limit  a  resolution.  A 
resolution  is  made  wide,  and  then  the 
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Bill  following  upon  that  resolution 
limits  its  operation.  ["Hear,  IwarT*] 
Kow  That  is  the  justification,  or 
vhat  was  it  until  4  o'clock  yestenlay} 
It  was  this — tfie  saving  of  time.  This  is 
the  justification  Members  have  put  for- 
ward— thibt  it  was  necessary  to  pass  any 
measure  dealing  with  Voluntary  Schook 
before  March  31,  and  that  any  additional 
matter  introduced  into  that  Bill  to  make 
the  Bill  provocative  of  discussion  and 
contoitious  in  character  would  prejudice 
the  passage  of  the  Bill  before  Hardi  31. 
That  was  what  the  country  understood ; 
that  was  what  an.  overwhelming  numb^ 
of  Members  of  the  House  understood. 
["  Hear,  hear  t  "]  Let  us  see  whether 
there  is  any  substance  in  that  contention. 
Assume  that  it  be  the  case ;  assume  that 
the  Government  had  not  departed 
from  their  position,  that  they  still 
say,  "  We  will  fulfill  the  pledges  we  gave 
last  year ;  you  shall  have  the  money  for 
Voluntary  Schools  before  March  31  " ; 
assume  tiliat  to  be  the  case.  Then  I  say 
the  argument  that  the  inclusion  of  grants 
to  Board  Schools  would  protract  pro- 
cedure is  an  unsound  one.  The  inclusion 
of  Board  Schools  would  save  tima 
["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Measures  of  equal 
justice  pass  far  more  rapidly  in  this 
House  than  measures  of  discriminating 
injustice.  [Cheers,^  There  would  have 
been  less  discussion  on  the  chief  and 
main  contention — there  are  many  others 
— that  whatever  you  do  all  schools 
should  be  treated  alike.  That  would 
have  been  taken  out  of  discussion  al- 
togethw.  The  Government  would  have 
liad  the  support  of  all  denominationalists, 
of  all  Members  who  have  pledged  them- 
selves to  equal  treatment  between 
different  classes  of  schools ;  they  would 
Ikave  had  the  support  of  the  School 
Boards  and  of  the  ratepayers,  and  that 
is  not  a  support  to  be  despised  by  an; 
Government  under  any  circumstances. 
[<7A<er».]  But  now  we  are  told  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  pass 
this  Measure  before  March  31. 

Thb  first  lord  of  thi  TREA- 
SURY :  We  hope  to  do  so. 

*SiR  HENRY  FOWLER:  WeU,  of 
course,  all  Governments  hope  to  do  so. 
That  is  their  desire. 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  Hear,  hear. 


•Sib  henry  FOWLER:  That  is  their 
desire,  their  hope,  and  that  is  generally 
their  illusion.  We  endeavoured  to  pass 
some  Bills  in  our  time,  and  we  were 
satirised  by  no  one  more  severely  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  as  to 
the  folly  of  the  hopes  we  indulged  in. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
imitate  that  folly.    He  says  at  once, 

"  I  cannot  paas  this  Measure  by  March  31. 
I  hope  to  do  it,  I  wish  to  do  it,  and  if  the 
House  would  qnietly  vote  apoa  it  wi^ont  dis- 
ooBiion  it  can  be  done." 

He  knows  as  well  as  we  do  it  is  impos- 
sible that  a  Bill  of  this  kind  could  pass 
into  law  before  March  31.  [C7A<e«.] 
Well,  then,  we  have  got  the  whole 
Session  before  us.  The  time  limit  is 
gone.  [CAeerx.]  Tha«  can  be  no  aigu- 
ment  in  saying  there  shall  be  this  round- 
about process  of  two  Bills  when  the 
whole  thing  can  be  done  in  one.  [CAefrs.] 
I  venture  to  assert  that  if  this  Bill  dealt 
out  equal  justice  to  the  Board  Schools 
as  compares!  with  the  Voluntary  Schools 
it  would  not  require  but  one  additional 
clause  in  it  to  cover  all  those  who  desire 
equality.  [C/iecrs.J  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  last  spoke  reminded  us 
of  the  history  of  last  year.  Yes,  it  was 
on  March  31  of  last  year  tlmt  the  Gov- 
ernment, with  the  Session  thesa  all  before 
them,  and  with  othw  important  Mea- 
sures also  mentioned  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  introduced  their  gigantic  scheme 
which  was  to  overturn  the  whole  settle- 
ment of  1870,  and  which  was  to  revolu- 
tionise, either  for  evil  or  good,  the  whole 
system  of  national  education  in  this 
country.  [CAew*.]  They  were  not  then 
deterred  by  the  time  limit.  [Reiveutd 
cheerg.'\  If  I  remember  aright,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  assured  us  at  a  much 
later  period  of  the  Session  tiiat  it  was  the 
full  intention  of  the  Government  that  the 
Bill  should  be  passed  during  that  Session. 
If  the  Government  intend  to  include 
3oard  Schools  and  to  give  them  any 
relief  whatever,  there  is  no  necessity  why 
a  Bill  introduced  on  February  1,  and 
when,  thwefore,  there  can  be  no  pressure 
of  time,  should  not  include  all  the  Gov- 
ernment proposals.  [CA«*r«.]  We  have 
a  sort  of  pledge  or  promise.  It  has 
not  been  given  yet  but  it  is  going  to  be 
^ven.  The  hon.  Membor  for  West  Ham 
said  he  assumed  a  pled^  would  be  given, 
and  my  ri^t  hon.  Fn«id  who  has  just 
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sat  down  Bp:)ke,  iu  a  style  with  which  a 
good  many  of  us  are  fuuiliar,  as  to  his 
reliance  on  the  promiBe  not  yet  before 
the  House,  but  which  he  said  he  believed 
would  be  before  the  House,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  introduction  of  another  Bill, 
If  that  be  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  that  is  to  be  the  pledge  of  the 
Government,  if  they  think  it  necessary  to 
have  another  Resolution,  another  First 
and  Second  Reading,  another  Committee 
stage,  and  another  Third  Reading — all  to 
save  time — [cheers  and  laughter] — all 
to  promote  the  rapid  progress  of  this 
Measure  through  the  Houae^ — [laughter] 
— ^then  all  I  can  say  is  let  them  ask  men 
who  have  been  in  this  House  five  years — 
I  will  not  take  a  longer  period — ^whetJier 
they  will  be  deluded  by  such  a  trans- 
parent fallacy.  [Cheers.]  There  is 
but  one  mode  and  one  way  in  which 
the  Government  can  make  this  pledge 
effective.  It  is  this,  and  we  shall  hold 
them  to  it.  If  they  are  in  earnest  on 
this  question  will  they  pledge  themselves 
to  the  House,  as  we  pledged  ourselves 
to  the  House  in  1893,  that  they  will  not 
advise  Her  Majesty  to  pnungue  Parlia^ 
ment  until  the  Bill  dealing  with  Board 
Schools  has  passed  into  law.  [Cheers.] 
If  they  do  not  give  that  pledge, 
I  think  their  pledge  is  absolutely 
worthless.  [Cheers.]  But  there  is  one 
advantage  in  two  Bills.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  has  occurred  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman — I  do  not  impute  to  him  that 
such  a  possibility  hns  crossed  his  mind, 
but  there  is  one  advaiitage.  He  relies 
strongly  upon  the  Standing  Orda*B  of 
this  House,  which  require  that  Mon^ 
Bills  should  be  introduced  in  Committee. 
But  there  are  some  other  Standing  Orders 
of  this  House,  and  something  more  im- 
portant than  even  Standing  Orders — ^the 
Constitution — which  does  not  allow  a 
Money  Bill  to  be  altered,  or  amended,  or 
dealt  with  in  another  place.  They  can 
reject  it,  they  cannot  alter  it.  If  you 
have  one  Bill  dealing  both  with  Volun- 
tary Schools  and  with  Board  Schools  and 
that  Bill  goes  to  another  place,  it  will 
either  have  to  be  passed  or  rejected  na 
a  whole.  [Cheers.]  I  do  not  think  even 
the  Bishop  of  Chester  would  take  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  rejecting  a 
Goverumeut  Bill  uuder  those  circum- 
stances. [Laughter  attd  chnrs.]  But  if 
two  Bills  go  to  the  other  House,  one 
dealing  only  with  Voluntary  Schools,  aud 


the  other  dealing    only   with  Board 
Schools,  I  should  not  like  to  prophesy 
what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  second 
Bill.   [Cheerg.]   But  let  us  assume  that 
the  Government  are  of  opinion  that  this 
grant  ought  not  to  be  made  to  the  Board 
Schools,  why  should  they  prevMit  Debate 
in  this  House?    Why  should  they  pre- 
vent the  House  expressing  an  opinion  on 
that  question?    Why  not  let  the  argu- 
ments be  heard,  meeting  those  argu- 
ments with  counter-arguments  and  not 
with  the  gag?   [Cheers.]   Why  not  meet 
them  as  every  other  question  in  this 
House  is  met — by  fair  diacusaion  aiKl 
full  Debate?   [Cheers.']   Every  Member 
of  the  House  has  a  right  to  vote  upon 
the  question,  and  what  the  Government 
are  preventing  is  the  House  voting  on 
this  simple  issue  whether  Board  Schools 
should  be  treated  equally  with  Volun- 
tary Schools.    [Cheers.]   Of  course,  hon. 
Members  who  feel  strongly  in  favour  of 
this    additional    (jrant    to  Voluntary 
Schools  cannot,  and  will  not,  vote  for  the 
rejection  of  this  Resolution.      That  is 
r^illy  the  trap  in  which  we  are  put.  We 
cannot  vote  upon  the  question,  Is  it  right 
or  is  it  wrong  to  treat  Board  Schools 
the  same  as  Voluntary  Schools  t  We  have 
but  one  division  here,  and  that  diTuion 
is  whether  this  Resolution  should  be  re- 
jected or  accepted.    We  cannot  expand 
it  or  put  anything  into  it  which  would 
add  to  the  expenditure  by  one  shUIiiig. 
When  we  arrive  at  the  Committee  stage 
any  Member  who  moved  an  Amendment 
to  include  Board  Schools  would  be  met 
by  the  Chairman  saying  it  was  out  of 
order.    I  say  not  only  haa  this  House 
the  right  to  diacuss,  debate,  and  divide 
on  this  question,  but  our  constituents 
have  a  right  to  know  how  we  vote  upon 
it.   [Cheers.]   There  are  some  few  hon. 
Members  who  can  speak  with  authority  on 
this  question.  There  is  my  hon.  Friendt 
the   Member  for  Edgbaston,   who  has 
perhaps,  done  more  for  education  in 
Birmingham  them  any  man  living.  He 
has  told  us  frankly  what  is  the  fatal 
blot  in  this  scheme — it  is  the  non-eiten- 
aion  of  the  Bill  to  the  Board  Schoc^ 
But  he  cannot  vote  in  thu  House  upon 
it.   If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
simply  strike  out  the  word  "  voluntary  " 
from  his  Resolution,  and  put  in  "elemen- 
tary," he  can  restrict  his  own  Bill  as 
much  as  he  likes,  and  with  his  big  ms- 
jority — ^now,  I  should  think,  after  tha 
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crack  of  this  afternoon's  whip,  reduced 
to  perfect  and  unquestioning  obedience 
— I  have  no  doubt  he  can  carry  any  Bill 
he  likes.  We  do  not  expect  to  defeat 
it.     [Ironical  Ministerial  cheers.]  I 

.  thank  hon.  Members  for  that  cheer, 
-which  is  a  frank  expression  that  they  do 
•not  like  to  talk  about  the  Measure,  and 

'  that  th^  have  an  objection  to  argument. 
But  you  may  depend  upon  it  you  will 
never  shut  the  mouths  of  Members  of 
this  House  or  of  people  in  this  country 
vrho  are  strong  advocates  of  doing  justice 
to  Board  Schools  by  any  such  procedure 
as  this  you  have  adopted.  The  House  of 
Commons  is  proud  of  its  great  traditions 
of  fair  play  and  free  discussion,  and  I 
think  that  these  traditions  should  be 
rigidly  maintained  whenever  we  are  deal- 
ing with  the  appropriation  of  public 
money.  [CA«<ra.]  I  have  always  r^rded 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  IVeasury  as  a  consummate  debater 
and  a  peculiarly  fair  opponent,  and  it 
would  have  been  the  very  last  criticism 
I  should  have  passed  on  him  that  I 
thought  him  capable  of  endeavouring  to 
pass  legislation  without  giving  the  House 
the  fullest  opportunity  of  stating  objec- 
tions to  the  legislation  which  he  himself 
believed  to  be  good,  but  which  others 
thought  to  be  injurious.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  agree  to  change  the 
■word  "voluntary"  and  introduce  "ele- 
mentary "  it  does  not  pledge  him  to  alter 
his  Bill  or  to  extend  its  scope.  But  it 
TTould  give  us  an  opportunity  of  saying 
that  these  Board  Schools  and  denomi- 
national schools  should  be  put  on  an 
equal  f90ting.  If  he  will  not  do  that 
he  has  no  right  to  complain  of  our  dis- 
cussing the  subject  on  this  Resolution. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  one,  two,  three,  or 
four  nights  which  we  ought  to  have  for 
discussion.  [Ministerial  laughter.] 
Many  of  those  noa.  Gentlemen  who  are 
now  laughing  wore  not  in  the  House  at 
the  time,  but  I  can  remembo-  how,  in 
the  last  IVirliament,  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site claimed  to  be  entitled  to  a  much 
longer  time  for  the  discussion  of  isolated 
clauses  and  phrases  in  a  Bill  to  which 
they  objected.  [Cheers.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  complained  the  other  night 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Uotherham  had  introduced  words 
which  represented  something  that  did 
not  exist.  My  right  hon.  Frieud  alluded 
to  the  words  "  statutory  equality."  Those 


words  are  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's. 
[Cheers.]  That  is  an  apt  and  accurate 
phrase.  There  is  statutory  equality  at 
this  moment,  and  if  this  Resolution  were 
passed  it  would  authorise  the  House  to 
repeal  that  statutory  equality.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  criticised  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Membta*  for  Rotherham 
for  not  having  read  Section  97  of  the 
Education  Act.  I  am  not  fond  of  tu 
quoquea,  hut  I  do  not  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  could  have  read 
that  section.  It  distinctly  enacts  that 
the  conditions  of  the  annual  Parliamen- 
tary grant — and  this  is  going  to  be  an 
annual  Parliamentary  grant — "  shall  not 
give  any  preference  or  advantage  to  any 
school  on  the  ground  that  it  is,  or  it  is 
not,  provided  by  the  School  Board." 
[Opposition  rlieers.] 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY: Tes,  but  the  section  goes  on  to 
give  a  privUege  to  poor  Board  Schools 
which  is  not  given  to  Voluntary  Schools, 
whether  poor  or  rich.  [MiniHrrial 
cheers.] 

*SiB  HENRY  FOWLER  :  What  the  sec- 
tion does  is  this.  It  provides  that  where 
the  3d.  rate  will  not  produce  78.  6d.  per 
head  of  the  children  at  school,  there  shall 
be  a  small  additional  grant  made  to  that 
school.  [Ministerial  cheers.^  It  enacts 
tliat  the  Parliamentary  grant  shall  not  be 
subject  to  any  conditions  restricting  its 
application  to  Voluntary  Schools  or 
Board  Schools. 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  That  is  restricting. 

*Sm  HENRY  FOWLER :  Do  hon.  Mem- 
bers think  that  the  few  thousand  pounds 
which  have  been  given  under  that  Act 
were  any  advantage  to  Board  Schools 
over  Voluntary  Schools  1  [An  Hon. 
Mbmbbb:  "Certainly."]  All  I  can  say 
is  that  the  hon.  Member  who  says  "  cer^ 
tainly  "  cannot  be  very  familiar  with  the 
circumstances  of  School  Boards. 
[C/ieers.]  [An  hon.  Mbhbbb:  It  gives 
£40,000.]  At  all  events  where  is  this 
statutory  equality?  Hon.  Members  do 
not  mean  to  provide  for  Board  Schools. 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  In  this  BiU. 

•Sir  HENRY  FOWLER:  Why  is  the 
principle  of  statutory  etiuality  to  be 
departed  from?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man told  us  that  the  number  of 
children  in  aventge  atteudancc  in 
the  schools  was  4,500,000.    Of  these 
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2,500,000  are  in  Voluntary  Schools, 
and  2,000,000  in  Board  Schools. 
The  ratepayers  of  this  country  pay 
^4,000,000  in  rates  for  the  education  of 
these  children.  The  average  rate  in 
England  is  9d. ;  in  London  lOJd.,  in 
Iwroughs  8}d.,  and  in  parishes  8d.  That 
is  a  very  heavy  rate,  and  when 
you  come  to  analyse  it  and  apply  it  to 
parishes  and  boroughs,  you  have  this 
result — ^that  there  are  1,764  parishes  and 
138  borot^hs  where  the  rate  ia  3d.  and 
above,  and  you  have  only  206  parishes 
and  21  boroughs  where  it  is  below.  The 
hou.  Membra  for  West  Ham  spoke  of  the 
enormous  rating  of  his  constituency.  I 
may  say  there  are  297  rural  parishes 
where  the  rate  is  upwards  of  Is.,  and  in 
108  boroughs  and  892  parishes  the  rate 
ia  between  6d.  and  Is.  The  burden  of 
these  rates  is  very  heavy  in  the  large 
towns.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
the  other  night  that  Gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House  were  not  noted  for 
their  readiue^  to  relieve  the  ratepayers, 
and  he  based  that  accusation  on  the 
fact  that  last  Session  we  claimed 
that  relief  to  ratepayers  should  not 
be  confined  to  one  class  of  ratepayers, 
but  extended  to  all.  There  is  no 
reason  why  the  relief  now  proposed 
should  not  be  equally  extended.  But  th^ 
great  point  of  complaint  is  that  there  is 
unfair  and  undue  competition  between 
the  Board  Schools  and  the  Volxmtary 
Schoob,  and  that  the  Government  are 
bound  to  bring  forward  this  exclusive 
Measure  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
Voluntary  Schools.  It  is  alwolutely 
one  of  those  delusions  for  which  there 
is  not  a  shadow  of  foundation  that 
the  Voluntary  School  system  is  decaying 
and  dying  out.  Let  me  give  a  few 
figures.  In  1870  there  were  1,150,000 
children  in  Voluntary  Schools,  to-day 
there  are  2,500,000.  [Ministerial 
ehrcrt.l  All  honour  to  Voluntary 
Schools.  But  you  cannot  have  all  the 
signs  of  robust  health  and,  at  the  same 
time,  be  dying  of  mortal  disease.  [Cheert 
atul  laughter.]  Then  in  1870  there 
were  8,281  Voluntary  Schools.  Since 
1870  1,323  have  been  transferred  to 
Board  Schools.  So,  if  matters  remained 
as  they  were,  there  would  be  7,000  Volun- 
tary Schools,  but  now  there  are  14,479. 
Of  the  1,323  which  have  been  transferred 
to  School  Boiurds,  260  were  British,  or 
undenominational  Schools.  The  transfw 
Sir  Hmry  Fatder. 


of  the  Church  of  England  ScfaooU 
is  an  unappreciable  figure.  There 
were  only  19  transfen^ed  last  year.  Doss 
that  justify  you  in  coming  to  the  House 
and  saying,  "  We  claim  public  monej 
because  we  are  expiring  ? "  \Cheert^ 
Put  your  claim  on  its  true  and  proper 
ground,  and  the  House  of  Commons  will 
listen  to  it.  The  difficulty  is  not  the 
extinction  of  Voluntary  Schools,  not  that 
the  scholars  are  decreasing,  the  build- 
ings decaying,  and  their  hold  on  the 
popular  mind  weakening,  but  this.  The 
Education  Department,  wisely  awl 
righteously,  as  I  think,  have  elevated 
the  standard  of  popular  education  and 
have  made  demands  on  Voluntary  Schoob 
and  upon  Board  Schools  which  have 
necessitated  a  large  increase  of  expendi- 
ture. That  is  the  true  state  of  the  csm 
— not  that  there  is  any  hostility  and— 
most  absurd  of  all  statMuents — that 
there  is  competition.  The  chairman  t-f 
the  Birmingham  School  Board  and 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Not- 
tingham have  disposed  of  that  from  the 
School  Board  and  teachers*  point  of 
view ;  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Mod- 
niouthshire  as  far  as  his  experience 
ent.  [Minigteruil  lauffhter.]  Bit 
experience  is  great.  He  has  been 
for  15  years  the  respected  chairman  of 
a  large  and  successful  School  Board, 
where  he  told  us  there  was  perfect  amity 
of  feeling  between  both  sidea  on  this 
question.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  wy 
attempt,  on  the  one  side,  to  destroy 
School  Boards,  or,  on  ike  other,  to 
destroy  Voluntary  Schools.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  London  University  com- 
plained of  the  hardship  upon  subscribers 
to  Voluntary  Schools  who  had  to  pay 
the  School  Board  rate.  SubBcribers  to 
Voluntary'  Schools  pay  their  subscriptions 
towards  what  is  to  them  a  noble  object 
But  paying  rates  is  not,  as  some  peopI< 
think,  a  contribution  to  a  private  ad- 
venture school  set  up  by  a  private  body 
in  competition  with  existing  schools.  It 
is  an  obligation  imposed  hy  the  L^isls- 
ture  on  the  community  that  where  then 
is  not  a  proper  number  of  schools  ther 
shall  provide  them  ;  and  the  private  sub- 
scriber has  no  more  right  to  complain 
of  paying  his  School  Board  rate  and 
trying  to  set  off  one  contribution  against 
another  than  a  charitable  donor  has  to 
say  he  will  set  off  his  contributions  to 
private  charity  agsinst  his  poor  rst& 
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[CAeers.]  If  Voluntary  Schools  com- 
plain justly — 1  find  no  fault  with  their 
complaint — of  the  heavy  expenditure  put 
on  their  shouldere,  so  do  the  ratepayers. 
Why  should  the  ratepayers  be  left  out 
in-  the  cold?  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Why  in 
the  sympathy  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman claims  a  monopoly  of  for  rate- 
payers not  to  be  extended  to  those  wlio 
live  in  large  towns!  Hon.  Membera 
have  spoken  very  properly  of  their  own 
experience  in  their  own  locality.  I  repre- 
sent a  town  where  Board  and  Voluntary 
Schools  are  in  full-  working  order,  where 
they  are  both  of  high  character,  and 
there  is  no  competition.  I  ciut  assure 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  whose  ex- 
perience is  confined  to  rural  districts 
that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  the 
ratepayers  in  large  towns  to  extinguish 
Voluntary  Schools.  In  Wolverhamp- 
ton we  have  upwards  of  5,000  children 
in  the  Board  Schools  and  upwards  of 
8,000  in  the  Voluntary  Schools,  and  ad- 
mirable Voluntary  Schools  they  are.  The 
grant  earned  is  approximately  much  the 
name  in  both  kinds  of  schools.  We 
have  schools  belonging  to  the  Church 
of  England,  the  Church  of  Rome, 
aiul  also  to  the  Weslq^an  body.  Under  this 
Bill  the  ratepayers  of  Wolverhampton, 
who  are  now — I  think  I  am  speaking 
correctly — paying  a  school  rate  of  about 
8d.  in  the  pound,  in  a  town  where 
the  rates  are  78.  3d.  in  the  pound, 
where  they  feel  the  pressure  of  school 
rates  quite  as  acutely  as  the  supporters 
of  Voluntary  Schools  feel  the  pressure  of 
their  subscriptions — if  this  Bill  becomes 
law  the  ratepayers  will  see  subscribers 
to  Voluntwy  Schools  in  Wolverhampton 
receiving  upwards  of  £2,150,  while  they 
will  not  receive  a  penny.  Where  is  the 
justice  of  that?  [(7Aew«.J  What  crime 
have  School  Boards  comnutted  that  they 
are  to  be  treated  in  this  manner  1  One 
or  two  hon.  Members,  notably  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last,  have 
censured  seriously  the  constant  attempt 
to  denounce  Board  Schools  and  describe 
them  as  if  they  were  national  evils,  a 
sort  of  insanitary  dwellings  which  ought 
to  be  treated  as  if  propagating  a  plague. 
All  that  hon.  Members  can  say  against 
Board  Schools  was  that  in  certain  cases 
they  had  been  extravf^nt.  What  public 
body  has  not  been  extravi^ut  in  its 
time?  [(7A««r<.]  Have  town  councils 
iiever  been  extnivagant?   Have  vestries 


never  been  extravagant?  Have  County 
Councils  never  been  extran^nt?  Has 
the  House  of  Commons  never  been  extra- 
vagant? [CAepT*.]  There  has  been  waste 
of  public  money  everywhere,  and  I  vm- 
ture  to  say  there  has  been  less  extrava- 
gance in  connection  with  the  School 
Board  system  than  in  connection  with 
almost  any  other  body  in  this  country. 
[C7Aeer«.]  An  hon.  M«nber  talked  about 
the  "  bottomless  purse  of  the  rates." 
'  Do  hon.  Members  who  represent  large 
towns  endorse  that?  [CAew*.]  Do 
they  not  know  that  there  is  nothing 
more  difficult  than  to  get  an  addi* 
tional  rate  in  large  towns?  Do 
they  not  know  that  the  rates  are 
virtually  settled  by.  the  ratepayers 
themselves,  and  that  School  Boards  are 
changed  every  three  years  by  popular 
election  I  If  the  ratepayers  choose  th?m- 
selves  to  increase  their  rates  no  outsider 
has  any  right  to  complain.  [C/(ffr».] 
For  anyone  professing  to  know  anything 
about  our  local  expenditure  to  say  that 
it  is  easy  to  raise  the  rates  is  simply 
to  proclaim  his  own  total  and  absolute 
ignorance.  [(7A«r«.]  The  School  Boards, 
I  admit,  have  raised  education  to  a  higher 
standard,  and  they  have  endeavour^  to 
reach  a  lofty  ideal,  and  the  House  and 
the  country  should  be  indebted  to  'them 
for  it.  [C/(eer«.]  There  are  hon.  Mem- 
bers in  this  House  who  say,  Whatever 
else  you  spend  money  upon  you  must 
maintain  the  defences  of  the  country. 
You  must  make  your  Navy  as  complete, 
as  strong,  and  as  ^cient  as  you  can 
because  the  defence  -of  the  country  is  the 
first  consideration.  I  agree  with  that,  but 
I  would  point  out  that  this  country  has 
other  defences  besides  the  Navy.  The 
dangers  of  this  country  are  %norance, 
vice,  and  crime,  and  i^inst  these 
three  deadly  foes  the  elevation  of 
our  national  system  of  education  has 
been  one  of  our  strongest  bulwarks. 
[C/ir/Ts.]  We  know,  and  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  knows,  that  how- 
ever much  we  may  be  encouraged  and 
comforted  by  the  recent  returns  showing 
that  there  has  been  an  exaggeration  as 
to  foreign  competition,  every  man  con- 
nected with  trade  knows  that  there 
is  a  reality  in  that  danger,  and  that  it  is 
necessary  that  our  working  classes  and 
artisans  shoiUd  be  educated  to  a  much 
higher  point  than  they  are  educated  to- 
day ;  aJid  no  mon^  can  be  better  or 
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more  wisely  speut  ttutn  on  education. 
[Cheers.]  We  are  a  rich  nation.  The 
money  is  pouring  in,  as  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  knows,  by  hundreds  of 
thousands — I  might  almost  say  by  mil- 
lions at  the  present  moment — and  there 
can  be  no  more  beneficial  application  of 
the  national  wealth  than  the  application 
of  it  to  the  improvement  of  the  education 
of  the  people.  There  is  no  necessity  on 
pecuniary  grounds  for  discriminating 
between  Board  Schools  and  Voluntary 
Schools.  \Cheert.\  There  is  no  reason 
of  time ;  there  is  no  question  of  oppor- 
tunity. Both  sides  of  the  House  will 
support  a  Measure  of  justice  and  fairness. 
There  is  no  question  of  financial  re- 
sources. We  complain  that  the  First 
liord  of  the  Treasury  shut  us  up  to  this 
inept,  inconvenient,  and  unfortunate 
method  of  dealing  with  this  question, 
and  we  ask  him  to  remove  that  restric- 
tion and  enable  us  wholly  and  fairly  to 
Debate  the  question  in  the  whole  House 
when  the  Bill  comes  before  the  House. 
We  think  we  are  entitled  to  claim  a 
distinct  Debate  and  a  distinct  Division 
upon  that  question.  [Cheerg."]  If  he 
deprives  us  of  that,  he  may  win,  as  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  win,  and  secure  by 
a  large  majority  the  passage  of  this 
Kesolution,  but  he  will  stamp  it  with  a 
stigma  of  injustice  which  the  whole 
country  will  appreciate.  [Loud  cheers.] 
Thk  solicitor-  general  (Sir 
RoBBBT  FiNLAT,  Invemess  Burghs),  who 
was  received  with  cheers,  said  he  had 
listened  with  very  great  surprise  to  the 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  with  regard  to  the 
procedure  the  Government  were  taking 
in  this  case.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  perfectly  entitled  to  his  opinion  that 
it  would  be  better  to  deal  with  all  schools 
in  one  Bill.  The  Government  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  deal  with  Voluntary 
Schools  in  one  Bill  and  with  such  Boa^ 
Schools  as  required  special  treatment  in 
another  BilL  [Opposition  laughter.] 
That  was  a  matter  on  which  there  might 
be  a  difference  of  opinion,  but  he  did 
not  think  there  could  be  any  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  House  as  to  one  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  sug- 
gested that  the  reason  why  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  this  course  was  that 
if  there  were  two  Bills  it  would  be  pos- 
sible that  in  another  place  ihe  Bill  deal- 
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ing  with  Voluntary  Schools  migbt  he 
passed  and  that   dealing   with  Board 

Schools  rejected.  He  ventured  to  think 
that  a  more  unworthy  suspicion  had 
never  been  uttered.  [Cheers-I  He  did 
not  think  it  was  worthy  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  uttered  it  or  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  cheered  it.  [Cheert.] 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  It  wm 
done  on  the  Paper  BilL 

Thb  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  said  it 
was  an  idea  that  never  occurred  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  It  wom  an  idea 
they  repudiated  with  indignation,  and  he 
ventured  to  think  that  it  was  a  sugges- 
tion which  should  not  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  Debate.  [Cheers.]  He 
had  listened  with  almost  equal  surprise 
to  the  statement  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  with  regard  to  the  procedure 
adopted  in  putting  this  Resolution  on 
the  Papa*.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said :  — 

"  Why  do  you  not  make  your  reBolntio&  vide 
enongh  to  include  all  schools.  Board  Sdiocds 
as  well  as  VolantaiT  SchooUr 

It  was  perfectly  true,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  that  they  might  have  a 
wide  resolution  and  yet  limit  it  by  the 
Bill.  It  was  also  perfectly  true  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  those  proposing  a  reso- 
lution of  this  kind  to  make  it  conform 
as  nearly  as  might  be  to  the  Bill  to  be 
introduced.  [Cheers.]  It  would  be,  he 
ventured  to  say,  contrary  to  Parlia- 
mentary practice  and  the  traditions  of 
the  House  to  cast  the  net  wide  in  the 
way  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  sug- 
gested, to  frame  a  wide  resolution,  ap- 
parently by  way  of  catching  support 
in  all  quarters,  when  it  had  been  detw^ 
mined  that  the  Bill  was  to  be  confined  to 
a  particular  class  of  measure.  [Cheers.] 
Such  a  practice  would  be  unworthy  of 
that  House,  and  in  taking  the  course  the 
Government  had  taken  tiiey  not  only 
had  not  been  guilty  of  any  want  of  ^ur 
play  whatever,  but  th^  lud,  as  he  ren- 
tured  to  submit  to  the  better  judgment 
of  the  Committee,  taken  the  om^  course 
properly  open  to  them.  [Cheers.]  What 
was  the  grievance  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman?  Did  it  prevent  discussion 
on  the  question  that  Board  Schools 
should  be  included?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  speech  was  the  best 
answer  to  that.  Would  it  prev«at  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  from  raisong  the 
point  again  on  the   Second   Beading  f 
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\Oppositiun  cria  of  "  YeB."]  It  would 
not.  A  declaratory  Amendment  might 
be  put  down  and  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill  might  be  moved  on  the  ground  that 
it  did  not  extend  to  Board  Schools.  No 
idea  could  be  more  unfounded  than  that 
the  Govemment  supposed  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  could  be  pre- 
vented by  the  form  of  the  Resolution. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "]  Another  observation 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that 
this  Bill  was  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  hos- 
tilitj  to  Board  Schools.  There  could  be 
no  greater  mistake.  The  Government 
recognised  the  good  work  the  Board 
Schools  had  done  in  secular  education, 
and  that  in  many  cases  they  gave  ad- 
miralde  religious  education.  But  it  was 
not  a  religious  education  which  was 
satisfactory  to  the  consciences  of  all 
parents.  [C/)eer«.]  It  was  said  that 
this  Bill  was  contrary  to  religious 
equality.  He  believed  in  religious 
equality,  but  it  must  be  religious  equality 
all  round.  [C/i«er«.J  Was  it  religious 
equality  that  because  the  religious  teach- 
ing in  Board  Schools  was  satisfactory  to 
a  number  of  parents,  those  parents  who 
objected  to  such,  teaching  as  inadequate 
for  their  children  should  be  rated  for  the 
support  of  the  special  religious  teaching 
given  in  Board  Schools  and  should  be 
left  to  stru^le  with  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  up  as  best  they  could  schools  in 
which  their  children  received  the  reli- 
gious education  ■  they  desired  ?  It  had 
beeu  said  how  many  things  bad  been 
done  in  the  name  of  liberty.  Still 
stranger  things  were  attempted  to  be 
done  nowadays  in  the  name  of  religious 
equality.  [CAe«r«.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Rotherham 
said  that  this  Bill  did  not  carry  out  the 
principle  laid  down  the  IMme  Minister 
in  1895  when  he  said  that  the  first  point 
to  be  dealt  with  in  reference  to  educa- 
tion was  that  in  the  conduct  of  the  edu- 
cation of  this  country  provision  should 
be  made  by  which  the  children  might  be 
taught  the  religious  faith  their  -  parents 
desired  them  to  be  taught.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  the  Bill  did  not 
carry  out  that  principle  because  there 
was  no  equivalent  in  it  to  Clause  27  of 
the  Bill  of  last  year  providing  for  special 
religious  teaching  in  schools  at  the  re- 
quest of  a  sufficient  number  of  parents. 
Was  that  the  only  mode  in  which  pro- 
vision could  be  made  for  religious  teach- 


ing? Surely  by  maintaining  the  efficiency 
of  Voluntary  Schools,  which  had  been 
kept  in  existence  at  a  vast  sacrifice  for 
that  purpose,  they  were  taking  as  effec- 
tive a  step  as  could  be  taken  for  carry- 
ing out  the  first  purpose  indicated  by 
the  Prime  Minister.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "J 
The  second  purpose  the  Prime  Minister 
mentioned  was  that  some  relief  should 
be  given  to  the  ever-increasing  biuden  of 
the  Education  Kate.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  this  Bill  did  not  do  that. 
But  to  what  extent  would  the  rate  in- 
crease if  Voluntary  Schools  died  out? 
Surely  the  right  hon.  Gentlman  must 
realise  that,  heavy  as  the  rate  might  be 
in  a  place  like  Wolverhampton,  it  was 
nothing  to  what  it  would  be  if  Voluntary 
Suhools  were  suffered  to  be  extinguished. 
A  Bill  which  was  intended  to  help  Volun- 
tary Schools  to  hold  their  own  was  not 
only  in  the  true  interest  of  religious 
equality,  but  was  also  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  ratepayer.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Rotherfaam 
had  quoted  from  the  reply  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  to  a  deputation  of 
Archbishops  and  Bishops.  He  thought 
that  quotation  gave  a  most  inadequate 
idea  of  what  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  said 
on  that  occasion.  The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire was  then  dealing  with  a  proposal 
that  the  fixed  grant  should  be  increased, 
and  he  pointed  out  with  unanswerable 
force  that  if  they  increased  the  fixed 
grant  all  round  they  would  waste  the 
money  of  the  public,  because  they  would 
give  the  grant  to  all  schools  alike,  and 
while  some  schools  would  want  nothing, 
to  others  an  increase  of  5e.  would  not 
be  enough.  That  passage  in  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire's  ^leech  was  much  more  ger- 
mane to  the  Bill  than  the  passage  quoted 
tQT  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  had 
been  unable  to  find  in  Tht  Tima  report 
of  the  remarks  of  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire on  that  occasion  the  expression 
"  statutory  equality."  If  this  expres- 
sion was  used  it  was  in  reference  only 
to  the  question  of  the  fixed  grant.  Any 
one  who  said  that  statutory  equality  in 
any  wider  sense  existed  was  utterly  and 
absolutely  mistaken.  There  was  no  statu- 
tory equality  as  between  Board  Schools 
and  Voluntary  Schools.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Board  Schools  had  at  their 
back  the  rates ;  they  could  draw  on  the 
rates  to  any  extent,  and  did  draw  upon 
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them  to  a  very  large  extent,  as  the  rate- 
payers of  the  country  very  well  knew. 
And  with  regard  to  the  Parliamentary 
grant,  Section  97  of  the  Act  of  1870  con- 
tained a  proviso  which  conferred  on 
Board  Schools  in  poor  districts  a  privi- 
lege which  was  not  conferred  on  Volun- 
tary Schools  at  all.  Thus,  so  far  from 
there  being  any  statutory  equality,  there 
TOB  statutory  inequality,  and  it  was  with 
the  view  of,  to  some  degree,  redressing 
that  statutory  inequality  that  this  Bill 
was  brought  forward  hy  the  Govern- 
ment. [CA««r«.]  Voluntary  Schools 
were  an  essential  elenent  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  educational  question  which 
was  arrived  at  in  1870.  The  religious 
feeling  of  a  large  number  of  parents  must 
be  met.  Whatever  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  might  say  as  to 
the  increased  attendance  in  Voluntary 
Schools,  and  whatever  was  the  cause, 
he  appealed  to  the  Committee  whether 
it  was  not  a  matter  of  common  know- 
ledge that  the  Voluntary  Schools  were 
in  very  many  cases  very  hard  put  to  it 
indeed.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  th^ 
kept  their  heads  above  water,  and  the 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  help  them  to 
increase  their  efficiency  and  make  them 
contribute  even  more  worthily  than  at 
present  to  the  completion  of  the  educa- 
tional machinery  of  the  country.  He  did 
not  attribute  to  the  Board  Schools  or  to 
those  who  managed  them  any  unworthy 
motives  of  competition  with  Voluntary 
Schools.  He  did  not  believe  such  mo- 
tives existed,  or  if  they  did  exist  at  all 
it  was  only  in  the  most  exceptional  and 
special  cases.  But  Voluntary  Schools 
were  inevitably  suffering  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  were  in  competition  with 
thpse  who  had  behind  them  the  bottom- 
less purse  of  the  ratepayers.  They  were 
hard  squeezed,  and  in  some  cases  were  in 
danger  of  being  squeezed  out  of  existence. 
But  then  it  was  said  there  were  also  poor 
Board  Schools,  and  that  they  ought  also 
to  be  dealt  with.  He  thought  one  lesson 
must  have  impressed  itself  on  the  mind 
of  everyone  who  had  followed  Parliamen- 
tary procedure  of  late,  and  that  was  the 
wisdom  of  doing  one  thing  at  a  time. 
[Cheers.]  The  Government  did  not  fail 
to  recognise  the  case  for  aid  to  the  poor 
Board  Schools.  What  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  had  said  on  that  subject 
must  not  be  mit^iniised  in  the  way  that 
had  been  attempted  by  some  speakers 
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opposite.  The  GovenuaeDt  had  evo? 
intention  of  dealing  with  the  question 

of  poor  Board  Schools  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible.     The  method  of  best 
carrying  out  that  object  had  been  for 
some  time  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Government,  and  they  would  be  prepared 
to  bring  their  proposals  forward  on  the 
first   suitable   occasion.     [Cheers  and 
Opposition  laughter.]    There  was  one 
remark  he  would  make.    If  the  Bill  now 
undw  consideration  met  with  such  de- 
tailed resistance  and  obstruction  as  had 
been  threatened — [cheert  and  cria  of 
"Oh I"] — the  country  would  be  able  to 
realise— -[cA«r«  and  counter  cheert  and 
Opposition  cries  of  "  Romford !"] — that 
that  obstruction  was  directed,  not  only 
against  the  Bill  now  under  consideration, 
but  might  also  in  its  effects  prejudice  the 
Bill  for  the  relief  of  poor  Board  Schools. 
[Cheers    and     Opposition  laughter.] 
Surely  if  right  hon.  and  hon.  Geatlemen 
opposite  were  in  earnest  in  this  matter ; 
if  what  they  desired  was  that  the  pow 
Board  Schools  should*  be  aided,  if  what 
they  were  in  seardi  of  was  not  a  weapcm 
to  attack  the  present  proposal  of  the 
Government,  but  if  they  were  actuated 
by  a  genuine  desire  to  help  poor  Board 
Schools — [Opposition    criex    of  "All 
schools "]— they  would   with  adequate 
discussion,  but  not  more  than  adequate 
discussion,  deal  with  the  Bill  now  before 
the  Committee.     [Cheere.]     The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bodmin  referred  to  the 
Bill  as  savouring  of  injustice  because  it 
might  help  Voluntaiy  Schools  without 
helping  poor  Board  Schools  in  the  same 
neighbourhood,  and  which  he  said  were 
equally  deserving  of  help.     He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  see  the 
propriety  of  not    quarrelling   with  a 
Measure  of  this  kind  rnerely  on  a  ques- 
tion of  procedure.    The  demands  put  for- 
ward by  some  Members  of  the  Opposition 
went  far  beyond  the  question  of  aid  to 
poor  Board  Schools.    ["  Hear,  lieax  I"J 
They  had  been  told  that  aid  should  be 
given  to  all  schools  alike,  whether  poor 
or  rich,  whether  Board  or  Voluntary. 
That  was  a  proposal  :not  to  improTe  edu- 
cational machinery,  but  to  relieve  the 
rates.    The  hon.  Member  for  the  E(lf^ 
bnston  Division  told  them  that  any  aid 
given  to  Board  Schools  in  Birmingham 
would  go  to  the  relief  of  the  ratepayer, 
and  his  speech  was  cheered  bj  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  because  they  rqgv- 
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ded  it  as  liostile  to  the  Measure  now 
under  consideration.    He  would  like  to 
know  twhat  reception  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  have  given  to  a  proposal 
made  by  the  Government  to  apply  the 
money  of  the  taxpayer  in  relief  of  the 
ratepayers   of   Birmingham.  [Cheers.] 
What  a  howl  of  derision  would  have  been 
raised  1   They  would  have  been  met  by 
all  the  arguments  which  were  directed 
f^ainst  another  Measure  with  a  similar 
object   which  was   passed  last  year. 
[Oheert.]    But  such  a  proposal  would  not 
rest  there.    It  would  bring  them  to  this 
— that  the  taxpayer  should  undertake 
the  whole  expense  of  the  maintenance  of 
education  throughout  the  country  to  the 
relief  of  the  subscribers  and  ratepayers 
alike.   That  might  be  a  counsel  of  per- 
fection ;  on  its  merits  he  expressed  no 
opinion.      But  to  call  it  a  Measure 
which  might  be  embodied  in  a  simple 
little  Bill  was  rather  too  strong.  ["  Hear, 
bearl"]     He  did  not  know  what  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  say  to 
Buch  'a  proposal.   Was  the  country  ripe 
for  it?   Was  it  not  rather  a  waste  of 
time,  when  the  question  before  them  was 
what  could  be  done  in  a  practical  way  to 
relieve  schools  that  needed  aid,  to  em-' 
bark  on  the  discussion  of  such  an  heroic 
remedy?    The  Measure  under  considera^ 
tion  was  a  modest  and  he  hoped  would 
be  an  effective  Measure.    It  provided 
for  a  grant  which  in  the  aggregate  was 
not  to  exceed  5s.  for  each  child  in  all 
Voluntary  Schools.   That  grant  was  not 
to  be  distributed  to  all  alue.   Some  of 
the    schools  wanted  nothing;  some 
wanted  a  great  deal  more  than  58.  per 
child.    They  must    discriminate.  At 
present  there  was  no  machinery  avail- 
able for  discrimination,  and  they  natu- 
rally turned  to  the  Education  Department 
and  asked  it  to  undertake  a  work  for  which 
he  conceived  it  was  extrwnely  well  fitted. 
There  was  a  further  advantage  in  such 
A  simple  proposaL   This  money,  be  it 
Temsmbered,  was  not  to  be  provided  from 
local  resources,  but  from  the  revenue  of 
the  country,  and  in  those  circumstances 
surely  the  control  over  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  should  rest  with  the  central 
authority  representing  the  Government, 
rrhey  ought  to  control  the  expenditure 
of  their  own  money.    When  ratepayers' 
■noney  was  expended  it  was  reasonable 
ehat  the  ratepayers  should  control  the 
expenditure;  similarly  when  the  money 


of  the  taxpayers  was  ezp^ded  the  right 
and  reasonable  thing  was  that  the  central 
authority,  as  representing  the  rate- 
payers, should  have  the  control.  How 
was  the  money  to  be  expended?  Not  in- 
discriminately. It  was  to  be  applied  for 
the  relief  of  necessitous  schools  and  to 
increase  their  educational  efficiency,  and 
in  its  application  due  r^rd  was  to  be 
paid  to  the  keying  up  of  voluntary 
subscriptions.  The  Education  D^iartment 
might  in  performing  their  task  look  for 
help  to  associations  of  schools.  Such 
associations  existed  already  to  a  not  in- 
considerable extent,  and  it  was  proposed 
to  encourage  their  formation  and  enlarge- 
ment. That  would  be  done  with  all  due 
regard  to  the  religious  convictions  oi 
those  who  maintained  any  particular 
Voluntary  School.  He  thought  it  would 
be  generally  admitted  that  it  would  be 
little  \eaa  than  an  outrage  to  force  a 
school  connected  with  a  particular 
religious  draiomination  into  an  association 
of  which  the  general  feeling  was  not  in 
harmony  with  the  views  of  that  denom- 
ination. But  generally  it  would  be 
greatly  to  the  advantt^e  of  schools  and 
conduce  to  efficient  discrimination  if  they 
were  encouraged  to  join  such  associa- 
tions. When  such  an  association  was 
formed  there  would  be  allotted  to  it  a 
certain  Rhare  of  the  aid  grant  according 
to  the  number  of  all  the  scholars  in  all 
the  schools  in  the  association.  The  rate 
according  to  which  that  share  would  be 
allotted  would  be  6s.  per  child,  or  if 
separate  rates  should  be  established  by 
the  Department  for  town  and  country 
schools,  according  to  those  rates  re- 
spectively. That  there  was  good  ground 
for  giving  the  DepartmMit  power  so  to 
discriminate  he  should  be  prepared  to 
prove  when  the  proper  time  came.  The 
share  allotted  to  each  association  would 
be  distributed  in  aid  of  necessitous 
schools  with  due  regard  to  the  main- 
tenance of  voluntary  subscriptions,  and 
it  would  be  distributed  by  the  Depart- 
ment according  to  the  draft  scheme 
which  the  association  would  be  expected 
to  prepare.  Surely  this  was  right! 
Some  schools  were  rich  and  needed  no 
help,  whilst  others  were  poor  and  neeieil 
help  badly.  Was  it  not  reasonable  that 
out  of  their  share  of  the  aid  grant  the 
managers  of  wealthy  ■  schools  should 
minister  to  the  necessities  of  other 
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schools  f  Then  he  held  that  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  17b.  6d.  limit  in  the  case  of 
day  schools  was  right.  The  p;rants  coul  I 
be  earned  only  if  the  school  was  efficient 
enough  to  merit  it.  In  the  name  of 
common  sense,  why  should  they  penalise 
economy  f  If  a  school  with  smaller  sub- 
scriptions was  turuiiif^  out  au  equally 
pood  article  as  a  richer  school,  why  dkould 
it  not  get  the  same  amount  of  grant  as 
was  giren  to  that  school  which  possiUy 
had  hod  to  spend  a  great  deal  more 
money  in  order  to  earn  it?  Surely  it 
was  also  right  that  Voluntary  Schools 
should  be  relieved  from  rates.  Chapels, 
museums,  scientific  and  literary  institu- 
tions were  exempted  ;  and  our  Voluntary 
Schools  were  doing  work  which,  in  its 
nature,  was  a  sacred  work,  and  which, 
in  many  cases,  was  more  valuable  than 
that  done  by  scientific  and  literary  in- 
stitutions. Such  were  the  provisions  of 
the  Measure  now  under  consideration, 
and  it  was  a  Measure  of  ^'ast  importance. 
He  made  no  appeal  to  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  for  their  sup- 
port, although  he  might  reasonably  make 
such  an  appeal  if  any  importance  could 
be  attached  to  the  views  expressed  by 
the  Opposition  in  the  course  of  the 
Debate  on  the  Education  Bill  of  last 
Session.  Of  the  many  things  of  the 
same  sort  that  were  said,  he  would  only 
quote  one.  Speaking  on  the  Second 
Ueading  of  that  Measure  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  East  Fife  said  :  — 

"  We  were  told  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
that  tlie  position  of  Voluntary  Schools  ig  in 
many  places  pr«cariouB  and  requires  further 
Msishuice  from  public  resources.  If  this  Bill 
had  correspondea  to  the  terms  of  that  ui- 
nouncement — if,  in  other  words,  it  had  pro- 
posed some  additional  and  even  large  provision 
from  public  resources  to  maintain  a  high 
standard  of  education  where  at  present  it  is 
unduly  low,  and  if  that  provision  had  been 
accompanied  by  adequate  safeguards— 
tUion  cheers'\ — for  the  control  and  the  wise 
expenditure  of  the  money  tliat  was  granted, 
altiiough  we  might  have  differed,  and  probably 
should  have  dinered  upon  points  of  detail,  it 
certainly  would  not  have  encountered  the 
resistance  which  this  Measure  must  be  pre- 
pared to  meet" 

["Hear,  hear! "]  Bight  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  cheered  at  the  words 
"  adequate  safeguards."  If  that  was  the 
point  on  which  they  wanted  light,  why 
did  not  they  reserve  their  criticisms 
until  they  saw  the  Bill  ?  Now  all  the  ex- 
pectations held  out  by  right  hon.  and 

The  Solicitor  Oeneral. 


hon.  Members  opposite  last  year  were, 
it  appeared,  to  be  thrown  to  the  winds, 
and  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  were  to 
encounter  an  opposition  as  determined 
as  that  which  met  the  previous  Bill 
It  was  impossible  to  please  hon.  Member* 
opposite.  If  the  Government  introduced 
a  large  Measure  they  were  told  that  it 
was  too  big ;  if  th^  introduced  a  smaller 
Measure  they  were  told  that  it  was  too 
small.  The  only  course  that  the  GoTen- 
ment  could  reasonably  take  in  these  cii^ 
cumstanees  was  to  give  up  all  idea  of 
meeting  the  views  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  and  to  introduce  a  Measure 
which  they  believed  to  be  right.  He, 
therefore,  made  no  appeal  to  the  Oppo- 
sition for  help  in  this  matter,  but  be 
thought  that  the  Government  were  en- 
titled to  the  loyal  support  of  the  Gentle- 
men who  sat  on  the  Benches  behind  than. 
[Ironical  OppotUion  theer%.'\  He  ooold 
understand  the  rapture  with  which  hon. 
Members  opposite  hailed  any  symptom 
of  a  possible  rift  in  the  lute.  He  quite 
understood  the  disappointmient  whidi 
some  of  his  hon.  Friends  felt  because 
this  Bill  could  not  be  passed  in  time  to 
give  Voluntary  Schools  the  benefit  of  the 
quarter's  grant  for  the  financial  year  now 
current.  He  thought,  however,  that  that 
feeling  of  disappointment  arose  from  a 
misconception.  The  Bill  of  last  year 
proposed  to  give  the  Voluntary  ScIkm^ 
4s. ;  the  present  Bill  proposed  to  give 
them  6s.  Therefore,  in  th&  first  \i 
months,  dating  from  April  I,  during 
which  the  Bill  would  be  in  operatioD. 
the  Voluntary  Schools  would  jret  the 
amount  which  they  would  have  earned 
under  the  Bill  of  last  Session,  if  it  had 
passed,  in  the  course  of  the  15  month* 
beginning  on  January  1.  But  this  wss 
really  understating  the  case,  because 
under  this  Bill  the  grant  would  be  esti- 
mated on  an  increased  number  of  st^dLsn. 
and  so  the  Voluntary  Schools  would  actu- 
ally profit  by  the  alteration  made  in  the 
Bill  of  this  year,  for  owing  to  the  inerease 
in  the  number  of  scholars  the  schoob 
would  receive,  taken  together,  £616,0()0 
as  against  £489,000  which  they  wtwU 
have  received  under  the  Bill  of  last  yar. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  also  that  in 
any  circumstances  it  would  have  bees 
impossible  to  make  any  discriminatioo 
with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the 
grant  during  the  hut  quarter  of  this 
financial  year.    If  the  money  had  been 
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ipaid  away  during  this  quarter  it 
would  have  had  to  be  paid  to 
schools  alike  without  that  discrimina- 
tion which  the  GoTernment  took  to 
be  the  essence  of  the  question. 
He  appealed  to  his  hon.  Friends  axxd  to 
all  those  whose  minds  were  open  on  this 
subject  not  to  a  great  cause  be  pre- 
judiced hy  any  fedii^  of  disappointment, 
or  by  any  difference  on  matters  of  detail 
or  procedure.  This  Measure  vm  con- 
cerned with  a  great  cause;  it  was  the 
cause  of  rdigious  freedom  and  reli^ous 
equality.  ["Oh,  oh!  "  and  ekffr$.]  They 
respected  the  views  of  those  who  were 
satisfied  with  the  religious  education 
given  in  the  Board  Schools ;  but  they 
also  respected  the  views  of  those  who  de- 
sired religious  education  of  a  different 
kind)  and  the  Government  thought  that 
there  oi^ht  to  be  fair  play  all  round. 
They  had  now  a  favourabb  combination 
of  circumstances  for  rendering  substan- 
tial service  to  those  Voltmtary  Schools 
which  had  done  so  brave  a  work.  They 
had  a  favourable  revraue — [ironical 
cheers] — they  had  a  friendly  Govern- 
ment. Let  all  those  who  were  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Volimtary  Schools 
therefore  join  together  as  one  man  in 
pushing  forward  a  proposal  which  the 
(xovemment  believed,  not  only  to  be  right 
in  itself,  but  one  for  the  benefit  of  Volun- 
tary Schools  which  was  practicable  in 
existing  circumstances.  [Cheers.] 
*Me.  a.  C.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN 
(Montgomery)  stated  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  would  be 
opposed  by  him  to  die  utmost  of  bis 
power.  He  did  not  look  upon  the  aboli- 
tion of  rating  as  a  serious  consequence 
except  that  it  implied  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  giving  directly  or  indirectly,  re- 
ligious instruction  out  of  the  rates.  On 
that  ground  he  objected  to  it,  but  as  a 
practical  matter  he  did  not  apprehend 
that  it  might  cause  serious  difficulties. 
He  thought,  however,  that  its  tendency 
might  be  to  strengthen  tiie  claim  which 
the  community  lud  on  the  Voluntary 
Schools  because  it  would  bring  the  com- 
munity in  as  the  creditors  of  those 
schools  vrh&a  the  time  came  to  deal  with 
them  in  a  different  manner  from  that 
which  was  now  being  pursued.  As  to 
the  ITSh,  6d.  limit,  he  agreed  that  to 
penalise  a  school  simply  because  it  had 
mani^ed  .with  scanty  resources  and  by 
economy  to  earn  a  satisfoctoiy  grant  was 


impolitic.  The  iTs.  6d.  limit,  howevo-, 
consecrated  the  principle  of  local  contri- 
bution, and  its  aboiition,  therefore, 
greatly  changed  the  character  of  the 
schools.  The  provision  as  to  audit  by  the 
Education  Department  was  good  as  far 
as  it  went,  but  he  hoped  that  it  would 
be  a  real  and  effectual  audit,  such  an. 
audit  as  that  which  was  given  by  the 
Local  Govwnment  Board  to  County 
Council  accounts.  The  grant  of  5b.  per 
child  would  not  be  n«iriy  mough  to  help 
the  poorer  country  schools  up  to  any- 
thing like  a  high  standard  of  efficiency. 
He  should  also  like  to  know  som^^ 
thing  of  the  machinery,  constitution, 
and  working  of  the  proposed  asso- 
ciations. His  experience  of  country 
business  was  that  the  number  of 
men  who  would  do  work  of  this  kind  was 
limited,  and  the  amount  of  time  at  their 
disposal  was  pretty  heavily  drawn  upon 
at  present.  He  doubted  wheth^  there 
would  be  a  sufficient  number  of  men  of 
expcriaice  in  business  to  carry  out  the 
work,  and  the  consequence  would  be  that 
it  would  fall  a  great  deal  too  much  into 
the  hands  of  the  clergy.  Business  which 
was  exclusively  conducted  by  the  clergy 
would  not  command  the  confidence  even 
of  Churchmen,  and  the  real  objection  to 
the  whole  of  this  arrangement  was  that 
it  placed  the  control  of  the  funds  which 
were  intended  to  be  applied  for  schools 
at  which  all  children  attended  in  the 
hands  of  one  religious  body.  The  as- 
sociation in  short  would  be  a  Committee 
of  the  diocesan  oonferrace^  He  acknow- 
ledged that  the  Voluntary  Schools  con- 
ducted by  the  clei^  were  in.  many  cases 
conducted  with  great  toleration  and  a 
fair  regard  to  the  feelings  of  Noncon- 
formist parents,  but  what  was  objected 
to  was  the  entire  absence  of  local  controL 
Local  control  was  wanted,  not  so  much 
to  ensure  the  right  expenditure  of  money, 
as  to  ensure  protection  against  in- 
terference with  the  Conscience  Clause, 
interference  with  the  religious  belief  of 
the  parmts.of  children,  and  generally 
against  an  intolerance  which  was  in  too 
many  cases  the  characteristic  of  the 
working  of  clerical  schools.  Both  the 
Solicitor  General  and  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  had 
been  misled  by  the  jingle  of  State  Aid, 
State  Control,  Rate  Aid,  Local  Control, 
The  latter,  for  the  reason  he  had  given, 
was  necessary  whether  the  aid  was  local 
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or  ImperifJ.  As  an'  illustration  he 
took  a  case  from  his  own  consti- 
tuency, which  was  an  extensive  county. 
In  one  part  of  the  county  there  waa 
a  solid  block  of  155,000  acres,  with  a 
population  of  24,000,  and  a  rateable 
value  of  £7  IBs.  per  head,  which  would 
be  recognised  as  a  high  rateable  value. 
In  the  whole  of  this  area  there  was  not 
A  sii^le  Board  School  or  British  School ; 
they  were  all  Church  Schools.  Something 
like  a  half  of  the  population  of  this  large 
area  were  Nonconformists,  and  they  had 
no  security  whatever  except  the  good  feel- 
ing of  the  parson  of  the  parish  that 
their  children  would  be  saved  from  being 
proselytised.  He  compared  this  district 
with  an  area  of  the  same  county  consist- 
ing of  parishes  where  there  were  Board 
Schools  or  British  Schools.  The  latter 
area  had  a  rateable  value  of  £129,000, 
and  a  population  of  24,466,  making  the 
rateable  value  per  head  £4  17a.  6d.  In 
the  first  block  he  had  mentioned  there 
were  2,608  children  in  average  attend- 
ance, and  the  district  would  therefore 
have  a  grant  of  £627  per  annum.  In 
the  other  area  there  were  3,515  children 
in  average  attendance,  of  whom  only 
1 ,343  were  in  non-Board  Schools ; 
so  while  the  area  with  a  rateable 
value  of  £7  ISs.  per  head  would 
get  £627,  that  with  a  value  of 
only  £4  17b.  6d.  per  head,  though 
more  populous,  would  only  get  £336. 
There  was  no  reason  whatever  for  the 
inequality  of  treatment  as  between  Board 
and  Voluntary  Schools,  because  the 
Board  Schools  were  as  much  the  result 
of  the  Voluntary  efforts  of  the  people  as 
the  Church  Schools  were.  The  Board 
Schools  were  established  with  the 
full  assent  and  consent  of  the  people 
who  set  them  up.  Th^  all  knew 
the  great  inequality  in  the  pressure 
of  taxation  as  between  rateable  and 
other  property,  but  to  accentuate  this 
inequality  by  relieving  the  ratepayers  of 
the  towns  more  largely  than  the  rate- 
payers of  the  country  was  only  one 
more  instance  of  the  extremely  retro- 
grade nature  of  this  Measure.  In 
short,  this  Measure  was  simply  and 
avowedly  one  for  the  endowment  of  the 
Church.  That  was  the  long  and  the 
short  of  the  whole  business.  The  whole 
argument  of  the  Solicitor  General 
pointed  in  this  direction.  In  his  opinion 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
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somewhat  exaggerated  the  extent  to 
which  conscience  operated  to  induce 
parents  to  send  their  children  to 
Voluntary  Schools.  He  did  not  think 
the  Voluntary  Schools  were  preferred 
because  the  parents  craved  for  definite 
religious  instruction,  as  it  was  called ;  it 
was  because  they  dreaded  the 
Whenever  there  was  a  fight  whether 
there  should  be  a  School  Board  or 
not,  one  did  not  hear  anything  eaid 
about  religion ;  one  only  heard  the  aii^i- 
ment  that  to  have  no  School  Board  would 
save  the  rates.  He  believed  the  relifriou 
instruction  given  in  the  Board  Schoob 
was  acceptable  to  the  great  majority  ol 
the  parents,  and  for  his  part  he  had 
greater  sympathy  with  the  consciences  of 
those  who  did  not  wish  to  have  dogmatic 
teaching  forced  upon  their  children,  than 
of  those  who  wished  to  force  dogmatic 
teaching  upon  people  who  did  not  vwt 
it. 

On  the  return  of  the  CriAmiuK 
Wats   and   Mbans,  after    the  vad. 
interval. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) 
sail  the  announcement  that,  contrary  lo 
public  expectation,  the  grant  in  aid  of 
the  Voluntary  Schools  was  not  to  be 
made  available  during  the  current  finan- 
cial year  would  cause  great  regret  to  both 
Churchmen  and  educationalists  through- 
out the  country ;  and,  knowing  as  he  diii 
that  Voluntary  Schools  ui^ntly  needed 
assistance,  he  thought  there  was  some 
ground  for  complaint  against  the  (gov- 
ernment. ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  He  regarded 
the  question  of  education  as  the  mort 
vital  question  of  the  day,  and  therefore 
one  to  be  considered  entirely  from  » 
national  standpoint.  [''Hear,  hearl"' 
His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Dartford  had  reproached  some  mp- 
porters  of  the  Government  for  being  too 
critical  in  this  matter.  But  educatiofl 
transcended  in  importance  erary  party 
question  ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  those  diJ 
best  for  their  party  who,  in  dealii^  «ith 
such  an  important  question,  endeavoored 
to  do  the  best  for  the  State.  TherefoK. 
in  the  interest  of  the  State,  he  would 
follow  some  of  his  hon.  Friends  ir  ■ 
friendly  criticism  of  the  proposals  of  ihf 
Government,  hoping  that  those  proponl* 
might  yet  be  modified  in  some  important 
points  of  detail.  Education  was  thi.' 
great  national  need  of  the  day.  A  cost- 
mercial  standpoint  was  not,  po-haps,  tW 
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highest  ground  from  which  to  view 
education,  but  it  was  one  which  in  these 
days  of  commercial  rivaby  between 
nations  coold  not  be  altogethw  neglected. 
He  believed  that  if  Uie  matter  wore  tho* 
roughly  investigated  it  would  be  found 
that  any  want  of  eucoeas  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  this  country  in  holding 
their  own  against  the  commercial  compe- 
tition of  other  nations  was  entirely  due 
to  their  deficiencies  in  education.  In 
the  laxity  of  the  State  in  not  providing 
the  means  of  primary  educaUon.  untU. 
1870 — ^for  what  had  been  done  b^ore 
that  date  was  not  of  any  momtmt — aa 
contrasted  with  the  educational  efforts 
durii^  the  last  hundred  years  of  coun- 
tries like  Germany,  was  to  be  found  the 
chief  cause  of  the  success  of  foreign  com- 
petition. Our  national  system  of  edu- 
cation rested  upon  two  classes  of  schools 
— the  Voluntary  and  the  Board.  He 
regarded  both  classes  of  schools  as  com- 
plementary parts  of  our  national 
system  of  education,  and  thought 
that  both  should  have  full  justice 
done  to  them.  ["Hear,  hoar  I"] 
The  hon.  Member  for  Ipewidi  had  said 
that  Voluntary  Schools  were  devoted 
not  to  education  but  to  theology. 
That  phrase,  he  thought,  showed  a  great 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  history  of 
Voluntary  Schools.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  It 
ought  to  be  remembered  that  the  Volun- 
.tary  Schools  were  alone,  for  a  long 
period,  doing  the  work  of  education  for 
the  people  of  this  country,  while  other 
countries  were  working  at  State  educa- 
tion. [An  Hon.  Hbhbbr:  Why  I]  Be- 
cause the  State  was  n^lecting  its  duty. 
Apart  from  history,  however,  without  the 
Voluntary  Schools  they  would  have  to 
£nd  room  for  2^  million  scholars,  and 
what  an  expense  in  buildings,  capital,  and 
income  that  would  entail.  He  believed 
that  the  best  expenditure  we  could  make 
vras  on  education,  but  the  chief  danger 
vrith  the  ratepayers  to-day  was  lest  there 
should  be  a  reaction  agiunst  education 
owing  to  its  cost.  The  worst  blow,  there- 
fore, that  they  could  strike  at  educa- 
tional progress  would  be  to  cast  such  a 
burden  on  the  ratepayers  aa  would  be  in- 
volved in  dispensing  with  Voluntary 
Schools,  or  in  allowing  them  to  die. 
Moreover,  the  great  portion  of  the  nation 
demanded  these  schools.  He  did  not 
think  that  dogmatic  theology  was  in  any 
sense  the  best  training  for  children,  but 

VOL.  XLV.  [rouBTH  sbriis.] 


they  could  not  shut  their  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  a  vast  number  of  people  thoi^;ht 
that  no  education  was  complete  imleis  it 
was  based  upon  religion.  Voluntary 
Schools  were  therefore  necessary.  He 
wished  equally  that  the  Board  Schools 
should  be  maintained  in  efficiency ;  he 
knew  their  great  value,  at  any  rate  in 
our  large  towns,  and  the  worst  thing 
they  could  do  for  education  would  be  to 
limit  in  any  way  their  operations.  He 
was  in  &vour  of  largely  increasing  the 
resources  of  Uie  Board  Schools  rather 
than  limitai^;  them.  He  believed  that  in 
education  equality  was  equity,  and  the 
best  way  of  maintaining  the  Board 
School  system  in  the  ultimate  interest  of 
the  Voluntary  Schools  themselves  was  by 
equality  of  treatment.  He  thought  the 
Church  had  most  to  fear  in  the  end  from 
a  departure  from  the  compromise  of 
1870.  The  Solicitor  General  had  said 
that  one  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  redress 
the  inequality  between  the  Voluntary  and 
Board  Schools,  and  he  pointed  out  that 
£iO,000  a  year  might  be  expended  on 
Board  Schools.  But  this  Bill  mroposed 
to  give  £650,000  a  year  to  the  Voluntary 
Schools,  and,  therefore,  so  for  from  re- 
dressing the  inequality,  it  created  a  new 
inequality.  [Opposition  cheers.]  He 
regretted  that  they  were  not  dealing  with 
both  classes  of  schools  at  the  same  time 
on  equal  lines ;  and  if  it  w«^  yet  pos- 
sible to  do  so,  he  believed  that  would  be 
the  best  mode  of  complyii^  with  the 
wishes  of  the  country.  He  thot^t  it 
was  a  matter  of  profound  r^;ret  to  many 
of  them  that  this  differential  toeatment 
should  have  been  entered  upon  when  a 
permanent  settlement  might  have  been 
arrived  at.  He  could  not  help  noticing 
in  some  of  the  speeches  which  had  been 
delivered,  and  in  the  Resolution,  a  strong 
tendency  towards  the  very  dangerous  doc- 
trine of  differential  treatment.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bodmin  had  spoken  of 
poor  districts  in  Cornwall,  and  there  were 
similar  lands  in  Yorkshire  which  would 
rec^ve  no  aid,  while  other  districts  round 
about  would  receive  considerable  aid. 
They  might  regret  the  &ot,  even  if  it 
were  necessary,  that,  whereas  Manchester 
would  get  very  large  sums,  the  equally 
poor  schools  languishing  in  the  densely 
crowded  districts  of  our  metropolis  would 
receive  comparatively  small  aid.  Lon- 
don would  receive  much  lees  than  Maur 
Chester,  and  towns  and  disteicts  which 
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paid  their  own  rates  would  have  to  con- 
tribute through  their  taxes  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Yoluntaiy  Schools  in  other 
parts.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  These  and 
other  dinerences  of  treatment  would 
render  this  Bill  difficult  of  operation.  He 
thought  that  a  voluntary  association 
would  have  great  difficulty  in  deciding 
the  difference  of  g^rant  between  different 
schools,  and  that  there  would  be  very 
considerable  dissmsion  in  consequence. 
The  better  course  would  have  been  to 
deal  simultaneously  with  both  classes  of 
schools.  The  Voluntary  Schools  required 
help,  and  it  should  be  given  them  upon 
conditions,  the  primary  one  being  the 
representation  of  parents  upon  the  uan- 
agement — [Opposition  cheers] — and  that 
would  also  have  been  to  choose  the  line 
of  least  resistance.  Th^  must  remem- 
ber that  if  the  schools  had  not  to  pay 
the  rates  the  ratepayers  would  have  to 
make  up  the  difference  ;  and  that  seemed 
to  him  to  establish  an  additional  claim 
*to  their  supervision  of  the  work  done 
by  the  schools.  He  did  not  see  that  it 
was  at  all  necessary  that  the  control  of 
the  grant  should  be  with  the  Education 
Department,  for  what  they  wanted  in 
dealing  with  the  details  of  education  was 
local  knowledge  and  sjrmpathy.  He  was 
certain  that  the  great  want  in  our  edu- 
cation was  sympathy  at  home  with  the 
education  of  the  children.  He  had  re- 
presented the  opinion  of  his  constituents 
in  this  matter.  His  constituency  had 
discussed  this  question,  and  the  majority 
of  the  clergymen  there  had  determined 
that,  in  the  interests  of  the  Church  and 
education,  it  would  be  wise  to  have  some 
representation  of  the  parents  on  the  man- 
agement of  the  schools.  In  such  a  case 
there  was  no  need  for  two  Bills  ;  the  con- 
dition was  not  KD  objectionable  one,  and 
a  Measure  embodying  it  might  h&ve 
passed  rapidly,  and  even  before  tiie  ter- 
mination  of  the  present  financial  year. 
One  could  not  but  regret  that  education 
was  again  thrown  into  (the  cauldron  of 
theological  and  poUttcal  disputation. 
Instead  of  all  parties  recognising  the  vast 
necessity  which  existed  for  supporting 
and  improving  our  forms  of  education, 
instead  of  realising  that  it  w&a  our  great 
want  at  present  that  we  had  not  that 
education  which,  would  ifit  us  for  compe- 
tition with  other  nations,  we  were  having 
bitter  discussions,  with  the  ultimate  re- 
sult that  no  adequate  grant  was  fortbr 
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coming  this  year  either  for  Voluntary  or 
necessitous  Board  Schools.  In  this 
matter  simultaneity  and  spontaneity 
would  have  been  principles  well  worthy 
on  application  by  the  Treasury  Bench. 

Mb.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  did 
not  believe  a  greater  surprise  was  ever 
spruQg  on  tJie  House  of  Commons  thta 
when  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasoiy,  re- 
plying to.  a  question  yesterday,  an- 
nounced that  the  grant  in  aid  of  Volun- 
tary Schools  would  not  take  eff^t  during 
the  present  financial  year.  Nobody  in 
the  country  or  in  the  House  had,  before 
that  reply,  received  the  faintest  hint 
that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  up  to  the  present  hour 
the  Treasury  Bench  had  not  deigned  to 
ofEer  the  slightest  atom  of  expKnation 
of  the  grounds  on  which  they  had  de- 
parted from  a  policy  which  had  been  ao 
cepted  as  settled  the  whole  of  tbs 
country  during  the  whole  of  the  autumn 
and  winter.  Why  were  they  asked  to 
come  here  a  month  earlier  than  usual  if 
this  Bill  was  not  to  be  passed  before  the 
end  of  the  financial  year?  .No  one  could 
say  a  justification  was  to  be  found  in  the 
programme  of  the  Government,  for  no  | 
Goveroment,  particularly  one  with  such 
a  majority  as  the  present,  ever  com- 
menced a  Session  with  so  meagre  a  pn>- 
gramme.  He  accused  the  GoTwnmoit 
of  a  breach  of  pledge,  for  they  distincdy 
said,  when  the  Bill  of  last  year  wu 
dropped,  that  the  money  was  earmarked, 
and  was  lying  in  the  Exchequer  for  the 
Voluntary  Schools,  and  would  not  be  | 
devoted  to  the  reduction  of  the  National  | 
Debt.  Speaking,  in  the  course  of  the 
Budget  speech,  of  the  Education  Bill  of 
last  year,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said  there  was  a  surplxts  of  £433,000,  oat 
of  which  he  proposed  to  provide  for  any 
charge  that  woidd  be  placed  on  the  Ex- 
chequer by  that  Bill,  and,  the  r^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  added,  after  that  charge  wu 
defrayed,  a  modest  surplus  would  re- 
main. They  were  now  told  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  the  calculattoc 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wai 
that  if  the  Bill  of  last  year  had  paseedf 
only  £100,000  would  have  come  to  the 
Voluntary  Schools.  [The  Chancuxca  or 
THB  ExcHBguBE :  "  £120,000."]  He 
could  not  understand  -vhy  the  sum  was 
so  small.  They  were  told  the  Bill  wonld 
not  have  come  into  operation  until  the 
Ist  of  January  of  this  year,  but  if  that 
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vere  so  the  solicitude  of  the  GoTenunent 
for  the  Voluntary  Schools  contrasted  rery 
unfavourably  with  their  Bolicitade  tor  the 
agriculturists  of  the  country.  It  was  all 
very  fine  for  the  Government  to  Bay  they 
had  raised  the  grant  from  4s.  to  5b.  Yes, 
but  last  year  everybody  was  a  friend  of 
the  Voluntary  Schools,  and  even  many 
Members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  declared  that  is.  was  absolutely 
inadequate.  It  was  mean  and  shabby 
to  the  Voluntary  Schools  to  deprive 
them  of  the  £120,000  which  the  Gov- 
ernment gave  a  distinct  pledge  waa  eor^ 
marked  for  them. 

Thb  chancellor  op  thh  KX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Bbach, 
Bristol,  W.):  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  really  understands  the  situa- 
tion. Under  our  Bill  of  last  year  it  was 
{woposed,  and  we  should  have  adhered 
to  the  proposal,  to  give  4s.  per  head  to 
the  children  in  Voluntary  Schools.  That 
would  have  inroWed  a  payment  of  one- 
quarter  of  that  sum  in  the  current  year 
and  4s.  in  the  year  1897-98,  or  Ss.  per 
head  in  all.  That  is  precisely  the  sum 
■we  propose  to  give  under  this  Bill,  only 
it  will  all  be  paid  in  1897-98  instead  of 
a  quarter  in  1896-97  and  the  rest  in 
1897-98. 

Mb.  DILLON  said  he  did  not  believe 
that  if  the  Bill  of  last  year  had  been 
passed  it  would  have  been  ipossible  for 
the  GoTOTunent  to  have  stood  by  the 
4a.  grant,  for  not  a  single  supporter  of 
the  Government  supported  t^e  4s.  grant. 
Their  view  of  the  present  Bill  must  be 
altogether  in  view  of  the  declarations 
of  the  Government.  If  the  Bill  had  been 
a  short  Bill  intended  to  give  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  in  the  present  financial  year 
the  money  they  lost  by  the  withdrawal 
of  last  year's  Bill,  it  would  have  been 
passed,  he  believed,  in  a  very  few  days. 
The  Government,  however,  had  intro- 
duced a  Measure  which  must  be  regarded 
as  their  Kducation  Bill  for  the  year,  be- 
cause, althot^  they  spoke  vaguely  of 
introducing  another  Bill  in  the  course 
of  the  Session  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
grants  to  necessitous  Board  Schools,  any- 
one who  had  listened  to  the  language 
used  yesterday  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  or  who  read  his  remarks  in 
The  Times  to-day,  would  be  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  Bill  was  the  Govern- 
ment Education  Bill  for  the  Session. 
There  was  not  a  shadow  of  a  chance  of 


the  Bill  slipping  rapidly  through  all  its 
stages,  because  by  divorcing  the  grant  to 
Voluntaiy  Schools  from  that  to  necee* 
sitous  Board  Schools,  the  opposition  to 
the  Measure  had  been  enormously  in- 
creased. In  his  opinion  the  fate  of  the 
Bill  had  been  seriously  endangered  by  the 
policy  and  conduct  of  the  Government. 
It  would  be  idle  fOr  the  friends  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools — and  he  spoke  as  a 
friend  of  them — ^to  shut  their  eyes  to  the 
serious  issues  which  had  been  nused  by 
the  new  departure  of  the  Government. 
The  Bill  had  to  be  considered,  not  from 
the  point  of  view  of  a  temporary  Measure, 
but  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  per- 
manent Measure,  of  a  Measure  giving  a 
grant  of  £600,000  to  the  Voluntary 
Schools  for  ever,  and  giving  it  without 
any  satisfactory  pledge  that  a  corre- 
sponding grant  would  be  offered  to  the 
necessitous  Board  Schools.  That,  he 
believed,  would  be  a  disastrous  position 
in  which  to  place  the  Voluntary  Schools. 
As  to  the  merits  of  the  Bill  itself,  he 
would  say,  without  hesitation,  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  Catholic  Schools,  that 
it  was  a  great  improvement  on  the  Bill 
of  last  year,  because  it  offered  those 
schools  a  grant  of  Is.  a  head  more  than 
the  previous  Measure.  As  far  as  they 
could  understand  the  explanation  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  the  result  of 
the  Government  proposal  would  be  to 
give  to  the  really  poor  schools — and  all 
Catholic  Schools  were  poor  schools — 
something  more  than  5s.  a  head,  pro- 
bably an  avemgfi  of  Gs.  The  abolition  of 
the  17s.  6d.  limit  was  an  advantage,  but 
he  regretted  that  the  Government  had 
not  proposed  to  abolish  the  provision 
against  unnecessary  schools,  a  provision 
which  was  odious  to  Catholics  at  any 
rate.  Still,  the  Bill  offered  considerable 
advantages,  and  so  far  as  it  affected 
Catholic  Schools  it  would  receive  no  oppo- 
sition from  him  and  those  around  him. 
At  the  same  time,  they  could  not  forget 
that  the  case  of  the  CathoUc  Schools 
was  unfortunately  tied  up  with  that  of 
the  Protestant  Qiurch  Schools,  and  no 
doubt  the  Bill  as  it  stood  would  inflict 
grave  injustice  on  large  districts  in  the 
country — giving  grants  to  one  district 
and  not  to  another,  to  parishes  which 
needed  no  help ;  and  to  others,  which 
sorely  needed  help,  none  at  all.  ["  Hear, 
heart"]  No  one  could  deny  that  the 
Nonconformists  suffered  from  grievances 
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ia  the  country  districts,  but  the  Nonoon- 
formists  would  be  the  first  to  admit  that 
the  claims  of  the  Catholic  Schools  in  no 
way  touched  those  grievances.  The 
present  Bill,  however,  made  no  pretence 
to  r^ove  tiioae  grieranoeB,  and  he  con- 
tended that  if  the  object  of  the  Measure 
ytM  to  secure  just  treatment  for  the 
Voluntary  Schools  as  a  whole,  the  wise 
polity  would  have  been  to  insert  some- 
thing in  the  BUI  which  would  have  dis- 
armed opposition  and  have  given  a  quid 
pro  quo  to  the  Nonconformists.  The 
Catholic  leaders  and  the  Catholic  people 
in  this  country  had  been  in  favour  of 
dealing  with  this  question  in  a  broad 
and  generous  spirit,  and  of  removing 
grievances  wherever  they  existed.  But 
this  Bill  set  up  fresh  grievances,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  calculated  to  remedy 
existing  injustice.  Nevertheless,  he 
should  support  the  Bill.  [Ironical 
Minuterial  cheers.]  Indeed,  he  was 
bound  to  do  so,  in  consideration  of  the 
increased  grant  it  gave  to  the  Catholic 
Schools — ^to  those  poor  schools  which  were 
only  maintained  by  armies  of  collectors, 
who  gathered,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  the 
pence  of  the  poor  for  the  purpose.  At 
the  same  time  he  regarded  the  poli<y 
of  the  Obvemment,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  Yoluntuy  SchooU  general^,  as 
very  unaatis&ctory  and  dangerous  to  the 
best 'interests  of  those  sdiooU.  What 
was  the  history  of  the  question  1  Just 
before  the  General  Election  of  1895 — 
on  the  eve  of  the  fall  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment— ^Lord  Salisbury,  speaking,  he 
thought,  in  London,  and  also  The  Times 
in  a  leading  article  commenting  on  his 
Lordship's  speech,  gave  advice  to  the 
friends  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  not  to 
place  all  their  reliance  upon  a  grant  from 
the  Impeoial  Exchequer.  On  the  contrary, 
they  were  advised  to  look  to  the  rates, 
and  both  Lord  Salisbury  and  The  Timet 
said  it  was  the  first  duty  of  the  friends 
of  the  Voluntary  Schools  to  come  to  an 
agreement  among  themselves.  But  others 
held  the  view  that  there  could  be  no  final 
settl^ent  of  the  question  unless  the 
necessitous  Board  Schools  were  dealt  with 
at  the  same  time  as  Voluntary  Schools. 
The  subject  was  discussed  by  the  country, 
the  Election  came  on,  and  hon.  Mmibers 
opposite  went  to  the  counby,  and  to  a 
man  pledged  themselves  to  endeavour 
to  make  it  the  first  badness  of  the 
Government  to  do  justice  to  the  Volun- 
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tary  Schools.  The  Party  came  back  vith 
a  majority  of  150,  but  on  this  queetioQ, 
with  the  support  of  the  Irish  Members, 
they  had  a  majority  of  320.  How  did 
they  redeem  their  pledget  The  whtJe 
question  between  State  aid  and  rate  aid, 
and  the  inequality  between  the  two  sets 
of  schools,  was  debated  at  length,  in  the 
country,  koA  a  remarkable  meetii^ 
took  place  at  the  Church  Houb&  At 
that  meeting,  acting  on  the  advice  of 
The  Time*  and  of  Lord  Salisbury  given 
18  months  before,  the  repress tatives  of 
the  two  archdioceses  of  this  country 
came  to  an  almost  unanimous  Reeolutirat, 
based  on  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  s 
just  and  reasonable  proposal  for  a  final 
settlement  of  this  question,  that  then 
should  be  a  grant  from  the  Imperial 
chequer  all  round,  to  Board  and.  Volim- 
tary  Schools  alike,  and  that  in  School 
Board  districts  Voluntary  Schools  should 
be  allowed  a  proportion  of  the  rata. 
What  was  the  answer  sit&e  the  Church 
had  come  round  to  the  Catholic  pro- 
gramme, and  had  adopted  the  advice  of 
Lord  Salisbury?  The  Time*  stated  that 
the  proposal  was  pr^rasterous,  and  could 
not  be  seriously  made.  Only  that  day 
he  laid  side  by  side  those  two  articles 
from  The  Times — ^the  one  written  in 
June^  1896,  and  t^  othet  in  November 
laBt---and  it  was  almost  impoasiUe  to 
imagine  that  so  much  audacity  oould 
exist  even  in  The  Timet.  He  looked  for-  I 
ward'  to  the  future  both  of  this  Bill  and 
of  the  Voluntary  Schools  with,  the 
greatest  possible  alarm.  He  inta-vmed 
in  the  Debate  of  last  year  and  pointed 
out  that  in  his  judgment  this  whole  Quee- 
tion  was  one  of  friendly  negotiation  and 
compromise,  and  he  believed  bo  stilL 
He  believed  the  question  would  never  be 
settled  on  any  permanent  basis  until  the  i 
two  opposite  parties  in  that  House  and  ] 
in  the  country  entered  into  triendlf  < 
negotiation  and  confffenc&  He  b^ered  ' 
that  the  evil  whidi  had  pursued  the 
Government  in  their  policy  of  last  year 
and  in  their  poli<7  of  this  year  was  that  I 
they  had  lHt)t:^t  in  a  Measure,  not  of  i 
compromise,  and  resting  on  what  he 
might  describe  as  give  and  take,  but  had 
sought  to  pursue  a  policy  of  "knifing'' 
their  opponents,  and  of  doii^  injutiee. 
WhoL  the  Bill  of  last  year  was  withdrawm 
on  the  23rd  of  June  last,  the  Leader  <rf 
the  Oppositon  made  a  most  remarkaUe 
offer  of  which'  no  notice  was  taken  at  the 
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tirno  except  to  recdve  it  with  jeers  and 
Mntempt.  It  appeared  to  Mm  that  if 
that  offer  had  been  propM-ly  treated  it 
off^^  a  basis  of  settlement  much  better, 
he  feared,  than  t^o  Voluntary  Schools 
would  get  under  the  present  Bill.  The 
Leader  of  the  OppoBition  said : — 

"If  the  Qovemment  would  now  reconsider 
this  matter  and  would  be  content  to  confine 
tUs  new  authority  to  secondaiy  education, 
where  I  dare  say  it  might  be  highly  useful  and 
advantageoofl  if  they  would  give  the  advantages 
to  Volonta^  Schools,  which,  subject  to  reason- 
able conditions  we  are  wilUng  to  grant,  then 
they  might  pan,  witii  the  genonU  consent  oif 
the  Honae  <a  Ccanmons,  and  with  tiie  approval 
ot  the  coontxy,  an  Education  Bill  wHcb  would 
be  useful  and  permuunt" 

That  was  one  of  the  things  about  which 
he  (Mr.  DiUon)  was  most  concerned — 
that  it  should  be  permanent.  And, 
though  the  "reasonable  conditions"  of 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  might  have 
been  a  matter  for  difference  of  opinion, 
still  he  was  convinced  that  an  arrange- 
ment could  be  arrived  at — at  least, 
speaking  for  the  Catholics  he  knew  it 
could  be,  because  they  had  never  been 
afraid  to  trust  the  parents  of  the 
children  and  public  authorities  to  a  very 
great  extent,  and  give  them  reasonable 
control.  That  offer  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  was  commented  upon  in  the 
following  language  by  The  Daily 
Chronicle  of  the  following  morning — and 
he  took  The  Daily  Chronicle  because  he 
knew  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  extreme 
opponents  of  the  Education  Bill  of  last 
year,  and  of  this  year  also : — 

"  Sir  William  Harcourt  last  night  offered  a 
compromise  with  the  purport  of  which  we 
heartily  agree,  and  which  Sir  John  Qorst  did 
not  seon  entirely  disposed  to  reject." 

The  Vice>President  of  the  Council  had 
now  disappeared  from  the  scene. 

"  Let  the  anti-School  Board  part  of  the  Bill 
be  obliterated.  Let  the  Gkivvnment  confine 
tbonselves  to  a  simple  plan  of  rdief  for  the 
Volnntaiy  Schools,  oy  rata  aid  if  they  so 
please,  accompanied  by  adequate  pc^pnhr 
control." 

What  did  their  friend  The  Times  say  I 
It  spoke  then  the  language  of  the  irre- 
concilable Members  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House : — 

"  We  have  never  dreamed  of  Bi^;gesting  that 
the  vital  provisbns  of  the  BiU  iboidd  be  exer- 
cised while  those  less  importance  should  be 
retained." 


It  should  be  remembered  that  the  vital 
provisions  of  the  Bill  wa«  those  provided 

for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  School 
Board  system,  and  those  of  less  im- 
portance were  those  giving  relief  to 
Volxmtary  Schools. 

"Thu  is,  however,  the  substance  of  the 
'terms  <tf  peace'  which  Sir  William  Harcourt 
offend,  with  an  insulting  affectation  of  saious- 
nesi,  in  1^  oonrse  of  bu  speech  on  Frofenor 
Stuart's  Amendment." 

The  Goremment  had  taken  Sir  William 
Harcourt's  advice  too  late  and  in- 
sufficiently. They  had  brought  in  a  Bill 
in  a  new,  and,  to  him,  a  more  acceptable 
shape,  but  in  a  shape  for  another  reason 
likdy  to  give  rise  to  a  most  fiuious  and, 
he  was  afraid,  a  prolonged  opposition. 
He  desired  to  say  one  word  on  the  ques- 
tion of  popular  control.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the(  Cambridge  Univa^ity  (Mr. 
Jebb)  in  the  speech  to  which  they  all 
listened  with  intense  pleasure,  laid  down 
the  principle  that  they  had  no  right — 
and  they  had  no  right — to  penalise  and 
to  fine  children  because  th«r  jmreots 
sent  them  to  schools  where  dogmatic  re- 
ligion was  tat^ht.  Until  they  devised  a 
system  under  which  a  child  who  went  to 
a  school  where  dogmatic  religion  was 
tai^^h.t  had  equal  advantages  from  the 
pubUo  funds  with  a  child  who  went  to  a 
school  where  thore  was  no  dmomim^ 
tional  teaching,  .they  could  nerar  settle 
this  question.  The  Catholics,  at  all 
events,  recognised  that  one  of  the  eesen- 
tial  conditions  of  such  a  plan — and  it 
would  ultimatdy  have  to  be  devised — 
was  that  there  should  be  a  eyetem 
of  popular  control  extended  over  the 
schools  as  was  consistent  with  the 
preservation  of  dogmatic  teaching. 
Of  course  it  stood  to  reason  that  you 
could  not  ask,  without  self-contradiction 
and  becoming  absurd,  religious  schools 
to  accept  control  that  might  take  away 
their  religious  character;  but  short  of 
that  the  Catholics  of  this  country  were 
prepared  to  accept  popular  controL  He 
could  bring  forward  many  proofs  of  this 
from  statements  of  the  Bishops  and  the 
Cardinal  On  Hay  16,  1896,  there  was 
an  article  in  the  Tablet,  supposed  to  be 
the  organ  of  Cardinal  Vaughan,  and 
mouthpiece  of  his  views,  and  certainly 
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was  not  Nationalist.  In  that  article 
occurred  the  following  passage :  — 

"  As  far  as  the  Oppoution  is  concerned,  Mr. 
BaUour  is  absolutely  master  of  the  situatioii. 
Why  then  u  be  coDtent  to  apply  what  he 
delibwatelT  admita  is  an  inadequate  remedy, 
when  all  tbe  while  it  is  in  his  power  to  be  just 
to  the  uttermost  farthing?  .  .  The  official 
representatives  of  the  Church  of  England  are 
afraid  to  trust  the  people ;  they  dread  the  rates 
because  they  fear  the  interference  of  the  rate- 
payers. It  is  an  odd  situation.  The  Church, 
which  calb  itself  national,  is  afraid  of  the 
local  aotborities,  while  tibe  relisious  body  which 
is  the  most  untmpolar  in  the  land  is  ready  to 
trust  them,  and  believe  they  would  deal  justice 
to  all." 

All  they  .  asked  *for  was  justice  and 
equality.  They  offered  ey&ry  reasonable 
oofitrol  to  ratepayers,  and  if  he  were 
asked  to-morrow  what  suggestion  he 
would  offer  for  a  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  woiild  say  the  suggestion  put 
forward  and  adopted  at  the  Church 
meeting,  on  the  resolution  that  increased 
grants  should  be  made  all  round  to 
Board  and  Voluntary  Schools,  coupled 
with  the  warning  that  in  those  Board 
School  districts  where  School  Boards 
would  not  treat  Voluntary  Schools  fairly, 
the  grants  might  be  withheld.  There 
had  been  tlu«ats  that,  if  Voluntary 
Schools  were  allowed  to  partioqtate  in 
the  rates,  then  were  certain  men  who 
would  go  to  prison  rather  than  pay  the 
rates ;  but  that  he  thought  unfair  and 
absurd.  Suppose  Catholics  and  others 
had  refused  payment  of  rates  in  that 
way,  where  would  Board  Schools  be? 
It  would  be  perfectly  competent  for  the 
Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  which 
would  offer  to  every  School  Board  in 
the  country  grants  in  aid  exactly  equal 
to  all  schools  on  this  condition,  that  if 
a  School  Board  in  any  district  would  not 
give  fair  play  to  Voluntary  Schools  bj 
allowing  a  maintenance  'grant  equal  to 
that  allowed  to  Board  Schools,  then  the 
Government  grant  might  be  withheld 
from  that  district.  His  conviction  was 
that  if  this  matter  were  left  in  the  hands 
of  School  Boards  that  the  Boards  and 
the  managers  of  Voluntary  Schools  would 
puU  together  more  peaceably  than  many 
people  imagined.  The  Bill  as  it  stood 
would  have  the  support  of  his  vote,  not 
without  foreboding  as  to  its  fate  and  to 
its  effect  if  it  passed  into  law.  He  did 
not  believe  the  policy  of  the  Government 
was  wise  as  regarded  Voluntary  Schools, 
Mr.  J.  DUlon. 


and  he  believed  it  would  be  injurious  to 
the  future  of  those  schools.  Last  year, 
when  the  Government  came  to  the  House 
with  an  unbroken  majority,  with  a  man- 
date from  the  country,  and  high  enthu- 
siasm in  favour  of  Voluntary  Schools, 
they  could  have  settled  this  question  on 
a  Srm,  just,  and  lasting  basis,  but  iter 
threw  away  their  opportunity  then,  and 
he  feared  they  would  throw  away  tlwir 
opportunity  now. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devon, 
Honiton)  recognised  that  the  hon.  Mhd- 
ber  represent^  the  Catholic  portion  of 
the  commimity,  whose  sacrifices  on  be- 
half of  education  were  well  known,  and 
he  was  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Gentleman 
announce  his  intention  of  voting  for  iSte 
Bill  in  the  belief  that  it  would  conte 
l&i^e  benefits  on  those  he  r^mented. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  boasted  tot 
largely  of  the  readiness  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics to  submit  to  ratepayers'  control ;  but 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  would  allow  ratepayers 
a  voice  in  the  selection  of  teachers! 
["  Hear,  hear !"]  And  also  if  he  thought 
that  ratepayers  generally  would  consider 
any  control  adequate  which  did  not  give 
them  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  teaclietst 
["Hear,  hearl"]  Passing  from  tliat,  he 
thought  the  policy  of  the  6oTerma»t, 
as  explained  in  the  speech  of  the  Firtt 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  made  two  things 
very  clear.  One  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  fully  prepared  to  carry  out 
the  pledges  made  by  their  supporters  on 
the  hustings  to  maintain  Voluntary 
Schools,  and  also  that  there  was  no  wirfi 
on  their  part  to  upset  the  settlement  of 
1870  on  which  oiu-  educational  policy  was 
based.  There  was  a  fear  last  Session  in 
the  minds  of  many  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  fostered  hy  some  things  in  the 
Bill,  and  various  speeches  made  outside 
the  House,  and  it  was  much  to  have  the 
assurance  from  his  right  hon.  Friend, 
given  on  the  previous  night.  It  was  not 
fair  to  say  that  while  the  attack  on 
School  Boards  last  year  was  open  this 
year  it  was  covert.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  ground  for  saying  that  he  saw 
no  possibility  of  an  attack  on  School 
Bofurds  under  the  Bill,  and  he  should 
have  thoi^ht  this  fact  would  have  gone 
far  to  remove  opposition  to  the  Measure. 
Th^  two  facts  enabled  him  to  give  his 
hearty  support  to  the  Bill,  and  he  had 
hoped  that  after  statements  made  arm 

Digitized  by  Google 


1137      Vohmimy  Sehoolt       {2  Fkbs0art  1897}     (Aid  OrarUj  Ste,).  1138 


and  over  again  \sy  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site, a  simple  Measure  to  give  reli^  to 
Voluntary  Schools  would  have  had  their 
support,  and  that  both  Parties  might 
have  co-operated  for  this  end,  and  that 
with  a  moderate  amount  of  discussion 
the  Bill  would  have  become  law.  As  re- 
gards the  Unionist  Party,  he  believed 
they  were  steeped  to  the  eyes  in  pledgee 
to  support  Voluntary  Schools,  and  to  do 
their  utmost  to  remove  a  strain  upon 
those  schools  well  nigfa  unbearable.  To 
tiie  promises  made,  the  pr^nt  position 
of  the  Party  in  the  House  was  largely 
due.  The  people  of  England  felt  very 
strongly  in  regard  to  Voluntary 
Schools,  and  the  importance  of  reU- 
gious  education  for  their  children, 
and  preferred  the  personal  religious 
instruction  Voluntary  Schools  offered. 
All  interested  in  education  had  admitted 
agun  and  again  that  variety  of  manage- 
ment was  desirable,  and  that  healthy 
(xtmpetition  between  Board  and  Yolun- 
tary  Schools  advanced  the  cause  of 
education,  whilst  there  was  also  the  fear, 
which  was  present  to  them,  of  the  large 
charge,  amounting  to  millions,  that  must 
be  cast  upon  the  rates  and  upon  educa- 
tion if  the  Voluntary  Schools  were  wiped 
out  of  eiistence.  That  being  the  opinion 
strongly  held  on  that  side  of  the  House 
he  did  not  see  how  they  could  recede 
from  the  position  they  had  taken  up  and 
decline  to  afford  that  substantial  mea- 
sure of  aid  to  Voluntary  Schools  which 
was  proposed  to  be  given  under  the  Bill. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  It  was  proposed  that 
the  assistance  should  be  givm  in  a  dis- 
criminating manner  so  that  those  who 
needed  it  might  have  help,  and  those  who 
did  not  should  not  have  it.  He  would 
ask  the  House  could  the  Government 
have  done  less  than  they  had  done  after 
all  th^  had  said  in  view  of  the  great 
urgency  of  the  case  and  of  the  greatness 
of  the  need  at  the  present  timef  Right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  spoken  of 
Uio  injustice  that  was  to  be  done  to  the 
Board  Schools.  Wh«*e  was  the  injustice 
that  was  involved  in  the  matter  I  Was 
it  unfair  to  give  additional  State  aid  to 
the  Volimtary  Schools  under  the  present 
circumstances?  No  doubt,  at  first  under 
the  settlement  it  was  intended  that  there 
should  be  exact  equality  between  the 
schools  in  this  matter.  But  if  ever 
there  was  equality  it  had  practically 
ceased      the  enormous  increase  of  the 


expenditure  involved  in  education,  and 
equality  had  ceased  in  this  way:  the 
Board  Schools  had  rates  to  draw  upon 
to  aiL  unlimited  extent,  whereas  the 
Voluntary  Schools  had  no  increased  faci- 
lities to  draw  upon  to  meet  their  in- 
creased expenditure.  Something  was 
necessaiy  to  be  done  to  redress  this 
balance  of  inequality  which  had  been 
growing  and  increasii^  so  much.  Per- 
haps the  rate  mighti  be  delightful  in 
theory,  but  there  were  two  obstacles  in 
the  way.  One  was  the  Nonconformist 
conscience,  which  would  not  tolerate  pay- 
ing the  rates  for  tbe  maintenance  of 
denominational  schools,  and  also  the 
Ratepayers'  Association  which  had  put 
its  foot  down  so  firmly  to  resist  any  fur- 
ther charges  upon  the  rates.  Therefore, 
if  additional  aid  was  to  be  given  to 
redress  the  inequality  which  at  present 
existed  they  could  only  fall  back  upon 
an  additional  grant  from  th^  State.  He 
quite  admitted  the  hardship  of  the  poor 
Board  Schools,  but  with  them  it  was  not 
a  question  of  existence^  it  was  a  question 
of  efficiency.  With  the  Voluntaiy 
Schools,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  existence.  The  Board  Schools 
could  afford  to  wait  a  short  time  till  the 
pledges  of  the  Government  could  be  ful- 
filled. This  demand  on  behalf  of  rich 
and  powerful  communities  that  they 
should  have  more  from  the  State  in  aid 
of  the  Board  Schools  than  they  now 
received  was  to  him  a  new  idea  to  a  large 
extent.  It  had  often  been  urged  in  that 
Debate  as  if  the  Board  Schools  received 
nothing  at  the  present  time  from  the 
State  except  the  hu^e  grants  given  from 
the  Exchequer.  As  regarded  the  poor 
and  necessitous  Board  Schools  he  hoped 
it  would  be  recognised  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  in  earnest  when  they  intro- 
duced the  question  last  year  before  which 
time  very  little  was  heard  on  the  subject. 
He  trusted  the  frimds  of  such  schools 
would  be  satisfied  with  these  promises, 
and  would  wait  a  reasonable  time  till 
their  demands  could  be  fairly  met.  He 
could  only  state  it  was  his  hearty  intui- 
tion to  support  this  Measure.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  existence  of  Voluntary  Schools 
had  become  a  burning  one,  and  whatever 
might  be  done  in  tluit  House  he  believed 
the  Government  in  their  honest  attempt 
to  give  that  relief  to  Voluntary  Schools 
which  they  so  greatly  needed  would  have 
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the  coniial  and  generous  support  of  the  I 

country. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham-  ' 
lets.  Poplar)  congratulated  the  Govtm- 
jnent  on  the  fact  that  the  right  bon.  ' 
Baronet  on  this  occasion  was  able  to  give 
than  his  support,  though  he  was  bound  ; 
to  mj  he  WB8  not  able  to  agree  with  him  < 
in  the  reasons  he  gave  for  according  that ' 
support.   He  understood  the  argument  i 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  that  the , 
compromise  of  1870  would  not  be  affected  ! 
hy  tiie  Bill,  that  the  educational  position  j 
would  not  be  materially  alta^  and  that, 
therefore,  this  Bill  ought  to  pan  the  ' 
House  of  Commons.    Their  position  on  | 
that  side  of  the  House  was  this :  In  the 
first  place  th^  did  not  in  the  least  know  ' 
what  the  Government  were  going  to  do 
in  regaid  to  their  further  instalment  in 
education.   All  they  did  know  was  they 
w&»  going  to  Tote  £600,000  to  Volun- 
tary SchooU     Th€7  cUd  not  know 
whether  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  Board  Schook  would 
involve  the  sum  of  £50,000  under  Sec- 
tion 97  of  the  old  Act  or  wheth«-  it  was 
really  going  to  be  subetantially  an  equi- 
valent grant  to  the  Board  Schools  in  the 
future.     Until  they  were  certain  they 
were  going  to  receive  justice  as  between 
the  different  classes  of  schools  in  this 
matter  they  were  not  able  to  swallow 
this  Bill  without  comment  and  without 
opposition.   He  was  bound  to  say  the 
speech  of  the  Soluator  General  made 
them  feel  that  aa  r^arded  the  Board 
Schools  the  further  Bill  which  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  jffomising  would  be, 
as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  totally 
inadequate  to  meet  the  case.    The  Soli- 
citor General  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  last  spoken,  talked  of  the 
poorer  School  Board  districts  and  neces- 
sitous Board  Schools.   But  he,  for  one, 
considered  there  were  large  towns  where 
th<3  rates  vn«  very  heavy  for  educational 
purposes,  such  as  London,  Birmingham, 
and  elsewh^e,  whidk  were  qiute  much 
in  need  and  deserved  as  much  considera- 
tion as  some  of  the  poorer  School  Board 
districts,  and  unless  these  towns  were 
dealt  with  on  terms  of  equality  and  jus- 
tice they  should  certainly  not  be  satisfied 
with  the  proposals  of  the  Government. 
The  Bill  of  last  year  was  supported 
chiefly  on  three  grounds.    In  the  first 
place  it  was  stated  that  the  Deimrtment 
was  ov^woiked,  and  therefore  there 

Sir  J.  Kennatoatf, 


ought  to  be  a  considerable  amount  of 
decentralisation.  Under  the  {nroposal 
of  the  Government,  as  ihey  understood 
it,  the  work  of  the  Department  would 
not  be  diminished  by  one  iota,  while 
all  the  difficulties  of  distinguishing 
between  rural  and  urban  schools,  and 
dealing  with  Uie  new  association  stdKwls 
would  be  cast  on  the  shoulders  of 
an  already  over-burdened  Department. 
The  second  reason  was,  that  rural  Vohm- 
tary  Schools  and  the  amaUo'  Board 
Schools  were  in  such  a  state  of  ia^- 
ciency  that  they  required  levelling  up  to 
a  better  standard.  As  regarded  this  Bill, 
the  smaller  Board  Schools  got  nothing, 
and  the  rural  districts  less  than  the 
urban.  The  chief  argument  in  support 
of  the  Bill  was  that  the  burden  of  Volun- 
tary Schools  had  become  so  intolersUe 
thac  they  must  give  them  substantial  re- 
lief. The  Bill  wA  not  rdieve  those  upon 
whom  the  greatest  strain  existed — ^who 
had  to  pay  high  rates.  This  Debate  and 
that  of  l^t  year,'  showed  that  there  was 
no  hostility  on  the  Liboal  Benches 
towards  Voluntary  Schools.  Whatever 
they  might  have  thought  on  that  aide  of 
the  House  years  ago,  they  all  now  ad- 
mitted that  the  Voluntary  system  was  a 
necessury  portion  of  our  great  educa- 
tional i^stem  and  ov^ht  to  be  proper^ 
supported.  It  gave  variety  and  some 
advantages  that,  at  all  events  on  the 
lowest  ground — tiiat  of  cost — it  was 
agreed  that  the  extinction  of  the  Volnnr 
taiy  Schools  was  out  of  the  question. 
They  also  agreed  that  some  Voluntary 
Schools  were  in  a  destitute  condition  and 
reqmred  more  assistance  than  other 
schools  in  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
Last  year  the  Government  defined 
Voluntary  Schools  as  belonging  to 
three  classes.  The  first  class  con- 
sisted of  necessitous  schools  where 
the  rates  and  subscriptions  were  high. 
But  under  this  Bill  the  rates  would  not 
be  diminished}  and  the  Bubscriptiims, 
though  high,  would  not  be  reduced  in 
larger  proportion  than  elsewhere.  The 
second  class  of  necessitous  schools  were 
those  which  were  small  and  in  rural  dis- 
tricts, where  the  cost  of  management 
was  out  of  proportion  to  the  income  of 
the  school.  As  regards  these,  they  were 
told  that  they  would  receive  a  lower  grant 
than  schook  in  urban  districts  which 
required  it  less.  In  the  third  place,  Uiey 
were  told  that  Roman  Catholic  schoob 
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were  among  the  most  necessitous.  He 
believed  everyone  wanted  to  give  generous 
treatmoit  to  Roman  Catholic  schools, 
which  had  a  special  interest  in  the  de- 
nominational question,  and  were  unques- 
tionably among  the   poorest  schools. 
While  admitting  that  Voluntary  Schools 
deserved  support,  and  that  there  was  a 
considerable    number    of  necessitous 
Voluntary  Schools,  he  contested  the  argu- 
ment that  the  Voluntary  Schools,  as  a 
irhole,  required  exceptional  treatment, 
uid  fdiould  receire  separate  and  larger 
i;rantB  which,  were  not  equally  extended 
to  Board  Schools.     As  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  had  pointed 
)ut,  the  Voluntary  Schools  were  not 
liminishii^  in  niunbers  or  attendance, 
but  increasing.    In  Ixindon,  where  the 
itrain  upon  them  was  greatest  because 
:he  sutmcriptions  were  lai^er  and  the 
khool  Board  rate  heavier  than  in  any 
}ther  town  in  the  Kingdom,  instead  of 
liminishing  the  Voluntary  Schools  were 
ncreaaing,  and  instead  of  beiz^  squeezed 
rat  were  in  a  atrongw  position  than  they 
)Ter  were  before  in  the  history  of  educa- 
ion.   IVhile  there  were  400,000  children 
n  the  Board  Schools  in  London,  the 
lumber  in  the  Voluntary  Schools  was 
argw  by  many  thousands,  and  had  in- 
sreased  by  some  thousands  during  the 
>ast  year.     As  regarded  the  financial 
tORition  of  the  Voluntary  Schools,  taking 
he  Church  of  England  Schools  altogether, 
vhile  the  burden  of  subscriptions  hod 
inly  increased  in  tiie  last  16  years  by 
£40,UOU,  they  were  reonving  a  grant  of 
lo  less  than  £640,000  a  year  and  edu- 
Ating  430,000  <^ldren  a  year.  Nnther 
bS  r^arded  the  strain  upon  them  nor 
heir  financial  position  was  a  separate 
rant  to  Voluntary  Schools  justified  with- 
'Ut  giving  an  equivalent  grant  to  Board 
ichools.    It  had  been  pointed  out  how 
Lu equal  the  proposal  of  the  Government 
rould  work  in  regard  to  the  grant.  While 
a  London  £70,000  would  be  received 
BBS  than  schools  in  Lancashire,  Londoners 
laid  in  rates  for  education  £2,250,000 
.  year,  f^iust  the  small  sum  paid  by 
hose  who  reoeived  a  lai^er  amount, 
lie  only  guarantee  there  had  been  for 
ome  years  f^»nst  the  disappearanoe  of 
nbscriptions    had    been  the  so-called 
7s.  6d.  limit,  and  though  he  agreed  that 
hat  particular  system  had  great  evils, 
nd,  in  some  cases,  caused  great  hard- 
hip,  at  the  same  time  it  was  the  one 


guarantee  that  the  large  amount  of 
annual  subscriptions — £^0,000 — should 
not  disappear.  Thwefore  the  Oppodtion 
would  certainly  scrutinise  the  Bill  very 
carefully  to  see  whether  there  was  any 
real  guarantee  that  the  amount  proposed 
to  be  given  to  Voluntary  Schools  would 
really  go  towards  increased  efficiency  in 
these  schools,  and'  in  no  sense  towards 
a  diminution  of  subscriptions.  He  would 
ask  the  Govemmrait,  if  the  plan  was  that 
the  subscriptions  slwuld  go  on  and  that 
the  extra  assistance  diould  all  go  to  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  edU(»tion  in 
Volimtary  Schools,  what  became  of  the 
cry  of  the  intolerable  strain?  The  old 
cry  was  against  a  high  rate  and  heavy 
subscriptions;  but  if  nothing  was  to  be 
done  to  reduce  the  subscriptions,  what 
was  to  become  of  the  cry  of  the  intoler- 
able strain!  Taking  the  proposal  as  a 
whole,  the  Opposition  could  not  help 
opposing  it,  because  it  seemed  unjust  as 
between  the  different  forms  and  classes 
of  schools,  because  it  settled  nothing  and 
unsettled  everything,  and  would  do  a 
great  deal  to  destroy  and  diminish  edu- 
cation by  putting  Board  Schools  in  an 
inferior  position  to  Voluntary  Schools, 
and  by  raising,  in  an  aggravated  form, 
all  those  denominational  and  tlieological 
questions  which  have  for  so  many  years 
delayed  the  prt^jress  of  education  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  LUCAS-SHADWBLL  (Hastings) 
thought  there  been  an  unnecessary 
amount  of  criticism  of  the  Measure  from 
Membm  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
Hous^  and  he  would  not  follow  the 
example  that  had  been  set  in  that  respect. 
He  did  not  r^ard  this  proposal  as  in 
any  way  a  fin^  settlement  of  the  Edu- 
cation Question.  He  regarded  it  as  an 
instalment,  and  he  hoped  it  was  an 
earnest  of  benefits  yet  to  come.  After 
the  experience  of  last  Session,  he  was 
not  surprised  that  the  Government  had 
not  seen  their  way  to  introduce  a  com- 
prehensive Measure  instead  of  dealing 
with  the  Voluntary  Schools  alone.  He 
had  been  somewhat  surprised  to  leam 
the  enthusiasm  aroused  hf  the  School 
Board  ^tem  in  some  hon.  Members  on 
his  side  of  the  House.  He  had  no  desire 
to  attack  School  Boards,  but  he  could 
not  feel  any  enthusiasm  for  the  system. 
He  believed  it  was  in  many  wa^  a  bad 
system,  and  that  School  Boards  had  gone 
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in  for  a  preat  deal  of  unneceasaiy  ertra- 
Tagance*  and  he  beliered  they  would 
have  been  more  injurious  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  countiy  had  it  not  been  that 
Conaervative  Churchmen  had  made  it 
their  duty  to  take  an  ftctive  part  in 
School  B<wrd  work.  He  looked  upon 
the  present  Bill  as  an  improTement  on 
the  Bill  of  last  year,  inasmach  as  it  gave 
Is.  more  to  the  Voluntary  Schools,  and 
he  believed  the  managers  would  be  grate- 
ful for  it.  He  was  glad  to  see  also  that 
under  the  Bill  there  would  be  great  in- 
ducements to  Voluntary  Schools  to  asso- 
ciate. The  abolition  of  the  17b.  6d. 
limit  wouldf  he  thought,  be  a  great 
benefit.  It  had  undoubtedly  acted 
hitherto  as  a  great  di8courBgem,ent  to 
deeenring  schools,  and  was  contraiy  to 
the  principle  at  payment  results.  He 
vsM  also  glad  to  know  that  school  build- 
ings were  to  be  exempted  from  rates. 
There  was,  no  doubt,  much  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  relief  of  necessitous  Board 
Schools,  and  the  Government  had  pro- 
mised at  a  lat^  date  to  introduce  a 
Measure  for  that  purpose ;  but  Board 
Schools  were  in  a  very  different  position 
from  Voluntaiy  Schools,  as  they  could  go 
to  the  ratepayers  for  mon^  whenever 
thqr  wanted  it.  The  Church  Schools  in 
this  country  had  done  a  great  work,  and 
he  believed  that  this  BiU  would  greatly 
encourage  their  managers  and  enable 
them  to  keep  the  Bchools  going. 
*Ma.  AUGUSTINE  BIRRELL  (Fife, 
W.)  said  that,  coming  as  he  did  from 
a  country  where  there  were  universal 
School  Boards,  tempered  only  by  the 
"  Shorter  Catechism  " — a  docum«Qt  for 
which  he  should  feel  bound  to  express 
more  respect  than  he  really  entertained, 
were  it  not  for  the  undoubted  historical 
fact  that  it  was  ui  article  of  for«gn  im- 
portation, havii^  stamped  upon  it  the 
odious  words,  "  Made  in  England  " — he 
approached  this  thorny  question  in  a 
more  open  state  of  mind,  and  was 
able  to  detect,  perhaps,  a  certain 
amount  of  humbug  on  both  sides. 
He  was  very  much  struck  by  a  remark 
made  by  the  hon.  Memb^  for  Wigan, 
that  a  grefkt  number  of  children  in  that 
part  of  the  country  daily  attended 
Church  Schools,  and  nevertheless  on 
Sunday  went  to  a  Nonconformist  Sundt^ 

School.   

SiE  FRANCIS  POWELL:  My  remaric 
did  not  apply  only  to  W%an,  but  was 

Mr.  Lueag-ShetduxU. 


genaml,  and  appUed  to  the  whole 
country. 

*Ub.  BIRRELL  said  the  conuueot  be 
made  on  that  observation,  now  known  to 
be  true  of  all  parts  of  the  coontiy— 
[lauffhter] — was  tiiis — ^what  a  slipabod, 
unscientific,  invertebrate,  and,  he  mold 
add,  undenominational  kind  of  rdi- 
I  gious  education  must  that  be  whidi. 
given  on  five  or  sii  days  of  the 
week  in  these  Church  Schools  all 
over  England,  yet  left  the  children 
perfectly  free  on  the  Sunday,  with- 
out any  mental  discomfort,  without 
any  moral  queasyness,  without  certsinlf 
any  painful  diskkcatjon  of  fatth,  to  lean 
this  sacramental  atmo^lmv  of  the 
Church  School  and  go  on  Sunday  to 
some  Baptist  or  Congr^ational  |dsce  of 
instruction.  [Lauffhto'.]  He  believed 
that  to  be  absolutely  true — [eheert}- 
and  it  proved  that  this  so-called  religions 
difficulty  did  not  exist,  and  that  Uus 
miseiaUe  attempt  to  divide  the  children 
of  this  country  into  two  hostile  campfi 
scowling  at  each  other  for  the  love  ol 
God  was  a  perfect  sham  and  an  impo» 
ture.  [CheergJ]  The  fact  was  that,  with 
the  «ception  of  the  Roman  Catlwto 
and  the  Jews,  the  great  balk  of  the 
people  who  sent  their  children  to  theie 
schools,  so  far  as  they  thought  at  tD 
upon  r^gious  questions,  thought  alike, 
and  very  rm^ly  entered  into  the  domiiii 
of  controversial  theology.  He  had  known 
himself  a  great  number  of  children  who 
had  been  taught  in  exc^lent  Elementary 
Church  Schools  and  who  yet  ranaioed— 
dear  little  things — as  ignorant  of  the 
Pauline  theology  aa  even  the  rifht 
hon.  Member  for  London  Univerair 
would  wish'  them  to  be.  [Lau^ 
trr.]  He  doubted  very  mach  whether 
of  the  Members  of  the  House,  i3 
of  whom  had  had  a  secondary  edac»- 
tion,  there  were  three  who  could  writean 
essay  of  as  many  pages  on,  say,  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity  without  falUng  c- 
one  side  or  the  other  into  the  nxxt 
horrible  heresy,  which  in  better  age*  w 
happier  days  they  must  have  expiated 
with  their  lives.  [Laughtrr.'\  The  Cict 
was  these  things  were  not  tai:^ht  by  re- 
ligious teadim  of  -  any  sense  in  anj 
school.  The  presoit  Archbishop  of  Ou^ 
terbury  once  kept  a  school,  a  place 
secondary  education,  but  on  dewHnlna- 
tional  lines.  He  preached  in  the  coBoe 
chapel  samons  which  powerfully  » 
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fluenced  for  good  the  minds  of  the  youiip 
fellows  who  listened  to  him.     He  had 
putdished  a  selection  of  these  sermons 
undo*  the  title  "  Rugby  Sermons,"  and 
he  (Mr.  Birrell)  defied  any  Member  of  the 
House,  simply  from  a  perusal  of  these 
sermons,  to  gain  any  notion  whatever  as 
to  what  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury — 
he  did  not  say  now,  but  then — ^thought 
on  these  doctrinal  points  which  separated 
Churches.   This  was  not  because  he  was 
vithout  a  dogmatic  creed,  but  because 
he  was  a  schoolmaster  who  knew  his 
business.    ["  Hear,  hear ! "]    The  House 
ought,  without  difficulty  and  without 
jnucb  distinction  of  party,  to  have  simply 
one  object  in  view  in  all  these  educa- 
tional questions,  and  that  was  to  see  that 
the  sewlar  education  of  the  childr^  of 
this  countJry  was  carried  on  in  well-built 
sanitary  schools,  supplied  by  well-trained 
and,  therefore,  well-paid  and  indepen- 
dent teachers — ["  hear,   hear !  "] — who 
were  equipped  with  all  the  necessary 
tools  of  their  most  distinguished  science. 
No  parent  obviously  should  be  compelled 
by  law  to  send  his  child  to  an  ill-built, 
ill-taught,  or  ill-equipped  school.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]    But  when  there  was  a  choice 
between    two  schools,  each  of  which 
satisfied  these  tests,  it  seemed  to  him 
ped&ntio  tyranny  to  prevent  a  parent 
from  choosii^  which  of      two  he  would 
Beod  his  child  to,  or  to  punish  him  in  any 
way  for  that  choice.    The  only  pmons 
at  present  aggrieved  in  this  respect  were 
the  Nonconformists  in  the  8,000  parishes 
in  which  there  were  none  but  Church 
Schools.  Churchmen  had  recognised  this 
ip-ievance  but  had  not  su^ested  any  way 
by  which  it  should  be  remedied.   It  was 
said  truly  that  some  Voluntary  Schools 
were  very  hard  put  to  it  to  carry  on  their 
work,  and  that  they  could  only  keep 
their  beads  above  water  by  meDdicancy, 
And  by  sending  round  th&  hat  with  a 
vehemmce    wluch    was    hardly  con- 
sistent  with  their  Christian  character. 
The  stress  upon  the  Voluntary  Schools 
was  a  stress  put  upon  them  by  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  and  the  schools  in  the 
poor  School  Board  districts  suffered  from 
precisely  the  same  disease.    The  only 
difference  between  the  two  cases  was  that 
the  Voluntary  Schools  could  not  find  the 
money  because  their  friends  were  not 
well  enoi^h  off  to  supply  it,  whilst  the 
Board  Schools  could  not  find  the  money 
because  the  rates  did  not  provide  it.  To 


talk  as  the  Solicitor  General  had  done 
about  the  "  bottomless  purse  of  the  rate- 
payer" was  a  form  of  playful  extrava- 
gance which  he  might,  having  regard  to 
the  gravity  of  the  rest  of  the  speech,  have 
denied  himself.  [Lauffhter.]  Why  did 
one  kind  of  school  poverty  call  for 
immediate  relief  more  than  the  othert 
As  a  lorer  of  educaticm  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  the  schools  of  the 
country  starved  or  stinted.  He  was 
one  of  those  extraordinary  people  who 
thought  thiit  enough  money  was  not 
spent  on  either  Board  Schools  or  Volun- 
tary Schools.  Far  too  little  money  was 
spent  on  the  preservation  of  the  mind  of 
the  nation.  The  breed  of  the  nation  was 
no  doubt  equally  important,  but  he  did 
not  see  what  that  House  was  to  do  to 
improve  that.  [LaughterJ]  It  was  a 
sayii^  of  the  greatest  man  who  ever  held 
a  seat  in  that  House — ^Francis  Bacon — 
that  the  mind  and  breed  of  the  nation 
were  the  only  two  things  that  intelligent 
politicians  should  concern  themselves 
with.  Under  our  present  system,  though 
there  was  hardship  in  both  cases,  the 
poor  School  Board  district  suffered 
most.  In  a  poor  School  Board  dis- 
trict the  wretched  parent  was  rated 
up  to  the  eyes  for  an  inefiicient  educa- 
tion, whilst  in  a  purdy  voluntary  district 
the  parwt  paid  no  rate,  nor  did  he  as  a 
rule  contribute  at  all  to  the  support  of 
the  school,  being  content  to  leave  that 
operation  to  the  religious  zeal  or  political 
partisanship  of  his  betters.  There- 
fore, the  stress  upon  the  poor  really 
fell  with  greater  heaviness  in  a 
poor  School  Board  district  than  in 
a  district  where  there  were  only 
Voluntary  Schools.  The  Bill  of  the 
Government  he  approached  with  smne- 
what  the  same  feeling  of  astonishment 
as  he  was  constantly  in  during  the  dis- 
costions  on  the  Measure  of  last  Session. 
Honestly,  he  could  not  make  out  what 
Hinisters  were  at  He  would  have 
thought  that,  given  a  popular  Tory 
Minister  who  was  a  sound  Churchman, 
when  in  England  at  all  events- - 
[laughter]— axid  given  a  lai^e  Tory 
majority,  the  first  thing  Ministers  would 
have  done  would  have  been  so  to  but- 
tress and  fortress  the  Voluntary  Schools 
OS  to  place  them  upon  a  financial  basis 
which  would  have  made  th«n  perfectly 
independent  for  all  time,  and  that,  having 
made  them  safe,  he  would  have  left  the 
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School  Board  system  alone,  a  system 
which,  though  only  25  years  cAd,  was 
deeply  rooted  In  fhe  respect  and  esteem 
of  the  community,  and  have  done  nothing 
to  raise  the  faintest  suspicion  of  unfair* 
ne«8  of  treatments  The  Bill,  bow- 
ey.fr,  that  was  introduced  last  year 
wounded  the  pride  of  the  School 
Boards  and  did  not  fill  the  pockets 
of  the  Voluntary  Schools.  It  had,  there- 
fore, comparatively  few  friends  and  died 
ignominiously  by  the  roadside.  Now 
that  the  Bill  was  dead  he  noticed  that 
there  was  an  inclination  in  some  quarters 
to  say  something  in  commendation  of  it, 
and  he  should  follow  that  example. 
Although  it  was  a  bad  and  ill-conceived 
Bill,  it  contained  evidence  that  the  per- 
sons who  constructed  it  had  in  view  a 
rery  great  object,  and  many  of  its  clauses, 
if  they  could  hare  been  taken  hy  them- 
selves, would  have  conferred  great  educa- 
tional benefits  upon  the  oountij. 
But  this  Bill  was,  in  the  language  of 
Shakespeare, "  the  baby  of  a  girl,"  a  poor, 
puny,  mean  thing,  and  he  doubted 
whether  it  would  receive  Christian  hup- 
tism  at  the  hands  of  any  clergyman 
of  the  Church  of  England,  though, 
having  regard  to  its  fingility,  he  should 
be  sorry  if  that  ceremony  should  be  post- 
poned indefinitely.  [LaughterJ]  No  one 
had  supported  the  Bill  who  had  not 
admitted  that,  taken  itself,  and  if  it 
were  to  stand  alone,  it  was  an  unfair 
and  therefore  an  unjust  Bill.  Everybody 
had  said  that  it  must  be  supplemented, 
and  that  another  Bill  must  be  brought 
in  to  remedy  the  injustice,  to  destroy 
the  inequality  which  this  Bill  created. 
\Cheer$.]  The  Leader  of  the  House  in 
reply  to  this  criticism  was  civil ;  he  put 
his  hands  to  his  ears  and  said : — 

"  If  yon  would  only  hold  your  toDgues,  and 
not  aisciUB  it  over  and  over  again;  if  yon 
wonld  only  be  content  to  say  a  thing  once  and 
never  jrepeai  it " 

— {Ministerial  cheers  and  Javghter"] — 
the  Crovemment  would  slip  this  Measure 
and  proceed  to  bring  in  another.  But 
Mr.  BirreU. 


what  impression  would  be  made  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  if  they  onlj  made  an 
observation  once!  [Laughter.]  It  was 
only  by  saying  a  thing  over  and  over 
that  they  made  Uie  faintest  im> 
pression  upon  the  Government,  and  he 
had  often  heard  an  alignment  succeed  on 
its  fiftieth  repetition  which  failed  to 
excite  remark  on  its  first  utterance. 
[Laughttr.']  He  thought  that  any  mino- 
rity was  entitled,  however  small  it  might 
bo,  and  howevCT  mean  might  be  the  in* 
tellectual  calibre  of  its  members,  to  pro- 
test  against  having  the  odium  and 
the  shame  of  an  unjust  Bill  thrown 
upon  them  if  their  exposure  of  it 
delays  the  introduction  of  another  BiH 
which  would  set  this  evil  right.  Who 
established  and  endowed  the  inequality! 
Why,  the  Government.  They  it  was  who 
created  the  injustice,  and  then  said,  "  If 
you  only  take  it  quietly  we  will,  at  our 
leisure  and  in  our  own  good  time,  intro- 
duce another  Measure  and  so  make  it  all 
right."  Now  that  March  31  had  no 
longer  any  Parliajneutaiy  meaning  for 
them  he  could  not  nndmtand  why  the 
Government  did  not  do  what  they  ad- 
mitted to  be  just  in  one  BilL  The  Gov- 
ernment shoidd  remembw  that  not  one 
of  th^  supporters  had  defended  the  Bill 
as  a  "  financial  entity  " ;  they  had  only 
granted  to  it  a  somewhat  dubious  sup- 
port on  the  ground  that  it  waa  to  be 
followed  anotho*  Bill  on  an  uncertain 
day.  Hon.  Gentlemen  might  trust  their 
leaders,  but  their  leaders  could  not  ex- 
pect that  the  Opposition  should  ;Jace 
the  same  confidence  in  them.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  Solicitor  General 
spefdc  with  so  much  emotion  about  the 
remark  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  as  to  the  possible  action 
of  the  House  of  Lords  when  the  Board 
Schools  Bill  came  to  be  considared.  The 
Solicitor  General,  surely,  was  not  entitkd 
to  say  what  might  happm  in  ajiother 
place.  They  kneW  that  worms  turned, 
and  even  peers  might  revolt — [laughter] 
— and  there  was  nothing  to  peer&at  the 
Lords  from  taking  the  bit  in  thdr  teeth 
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and  throwing  out  suoh  a  Measure.  He 
was  also  surinised  tiiat  the  supporters  of 
the  Voluntary  Schools  dunild  be  so  satis- 
fied &8  they  were  with  this  misemble 
dole.  He  thought  that  the  Bill  was  not 
only  unjust,  but  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
pose which  it  had  in  view ;  and,  though 
they  did  not  Imow  what  proTisions  w^e 
being  made  in  the  Bill  to  maintain 
the  Bubsoriptions,  they  knew  that 
the  17s.  6d.  limit,  which  was  some 
security  for  their  continuance,  had 
been  removed.  It  might,  therefore, 
turn  out  that  what  the  schools  gained  in 
public  money  would  be  lost  in  private 
fiubsoriptions ;  and  in  that  case  the  in- 
tolerable strain  which  existed  would  Btill 
continue  to  fren  upon  them.  He  won- 
dered,  therdor^  that  some  hon.  Members 
opposite  did  not  raise  their  voices  in 
favotir  of  such  a  treatment  of  Yoluntaiy 
Schools  as  would  render  them  ind^en- 
dmt  and  able  to  carry  out  the  great 
work  entrusted  to  th«a  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  So  far  as  the  Resolution  was 
ooncemed,  he  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  unable  to  take  the 
advice  to  alter  the  words  of  his  Resolu- 
tion so  as  to  ^able  this  question  to  be 
fairly  and  properly  discussed.  The  Mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  should  not  be 
asked  to  go  into  a  Debate  with  Uieir 
hands  tied  behind  their  backs,  and  pos- 
sibly wiih  th&r  toi^^ues  restricted  hy  the 
interposition  of  the  Chair.  [Cheere.'] 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Camanron 
Boroughs)  moved  as  an  Amendment  to 
the  Resolution,  in  Sub-section  (a),  line  3, 
before  the  word  "Voluntary"  to  insert 
the  word  "  necessitous."  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber, who  spoke  amid  a  babel  of  noise, 
said  the  only  grouqd  upon  which  the 
GoTornment  put  forward  their  proposal 
was  that  Voluntary  Schools  were  suffer^ 
ii^  from  an  intolerable  strain,  and  that 
to  maintain  them  in  ^cienoy  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  there  should  be  a 
grant  in  aid  of  them.  But  there  were 
certain  Voluntaiy  Schools  in  respect  of 
which  it  could  not  be  said  that  they  were 
BufiFOTing  from  any  such  intolerable 


strain,  but  were,  on  the  contrary,  in  no 
need  of  aid,  and  even  'Uie  Government 
and  their  supportws  admitted  that  would 
be  the  case.  He  proposed,  therefore, 
that  the  Resolution  should  be  confined 
absolutely  to  necessitous  schools.  In  the 
interests  of  absolute  equality  between 
the  two  systems  it  ought  to  be  so  con- 
fined. 

Thb  FUlST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURT  said  it  was  perfectly  true  the  Gov- 
ernment meant  to  confine  as  far  as  they 
could  t^iB  grant  of  tlm  money  to  neces- 
sitous schools,  and  when  the  Bill  was  in, 
the  hands  of  Members  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  best  machinery  had  been  pro- 
vided to  carry  out  that  purpose.  If  the 
word  "  necessitous "  wwe  introduced  fo&> 
fore  "Voluntary  Schools"  the  result 
would  be  not  merely  to  confine  the  aid 
grant  to  necessitous  schools,  but  to 
diminish  the  total  amount  of  the  grant 
givMi  to  Voluntary  Schools  generally. 
The  Government  could  |not  assent  to 
that,  and  were  unalde  therefore  to  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Mb.  lough  supported  the  Amend- 
ment. He  desired,  he  said,  to  approach 
the  question  from  a  non^Party  spirit.  The 
great  defect  of  the  proposal  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  this — that  instead  of  trying 
to  deal  with  fJie  obvious  evils  of  our  edu- 
cational system,  they  had  raised  the 
whole  question  of  national  education  in 
a  most  violent  form.  His  hon.  Friend, 
in  moving  his  Amendment,  aimed  at 
touching  one  of  the  obvious  evils  in  the 
educational  system.  There  were  ex- 
tremely necessitous  Voluntary  Schools 
all  over  the  country,  such,  for  instance, 
as  the  Catholic  Schools  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo.  The 
acceptance  of  the  Amendment  would 
ensure  what  would  otherwise  not  be  se- 
cured, that  some  substantial  relief  should 
reach  these  schools.  Every  one  of  those 
Catholic  Schools  which  existed  in  1870 
was  still  maintained,  though  the  propor- 
tion of  scholars  who  could  pay  any  fee 
whatevw  was  only  one-fourth  of  that  in 
other  Denominational  Schools. 
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«Thb  chairman  or  WAYS  and 
MEANS :  The  hon.  Member  u  not  ad- 
dressiiig  himself  to  the  Amendment. 
There  may  be  reasons  why  the  Amend- 
ment ahould  be  accepted,  but  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  dealing  vith  the 
Amendment  at  all.  He  is  ui^ng  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  accepted  in 
place  of  the  original  Motion. 

Mr.  lough  Baid  his  ai^^ument  was 
that  the  chance  of  relief  for  these  schools 
wag  damf^ed  by  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  being  so  large.  Last  year 
the  assistance  to  the  Yolimtaiy  Schools 
was  defeated  by  the  Bill  being  too  com- 
prehensive ;  and  the  same  danger  now 
presented  itself.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  said  that  the  Association  of 
Voluntary  Schools  which  were  to  be 
formed  would  enable  the  necessitous  cases 
to  be  dealt  with.  But  he  could  not  see 
what  common  bond  there  would  be  be- 
tween the  schools  forming  the  Associa- 
tion. Why  should  the  representatives  of 
one  school  be  anxious  for  a  larger 
grant  to  another  and  more  neces- 
sitous school  if  their  own  grant  was 
thereby  diminished  1  There  was  no 
guarantee  for  discrimination. 

Mb.  H.  H.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  E.),  who 
was  received  with  loud  cheers,  said :  I 
regret  the  impatience  with  which  in  some 
quarters  of  the  House  this  Amendment 
has  been  received.  In  the  view  of  a 
great  number  of  us  on  this  side  it  is  a 
matter  of  very  real  and  substantifJ  im- 
portance. [CAeers.]  What  is  the  pro- 
posal my  hon.  Friend  has  made?  It  is 
that  the  grants  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment should  be  confined  to  necessitous 
Voluntaiy  Schools.  \Cheer8i\  I  listened 
with  respect  to  the  short  and  somewhat 
contemptuous  observations  made  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury — [cries  of 
"No,  no!"  and  "Hear,  hear!"]— in 
reply  to  that  proposal.  The  question  I 
wish  to  put — and  it  deserves  a  serious 
answer  on  the  part  of  the  Government — 
is  this.  Is  this  grant  you  are  now  asking 
us  to  vote  out  of  the  public  money,  to  be 
given  to  Voluntary  Schools  which  do  not 
come  within  the  category  of  necessitous 
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schools?  I  gather  from  what  the  Fint 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  said  that  the 
answer  would  be  in  the  n^ative. 

Thb  first  lord  or  rsm  TREA- 
SURY: Yes. 

Mb.  ASQUITH:  Very  wdl ;  that 
forms  at  least  a  basis  for  the  Amend- 
ment. If  the  grant  is  only  to  be  given 
to  necessitous  Voluntary  Schools — be- 
cause, admittedly.  Voluntary  Schools  not 
necessitous,  need  no  aid  from  the  rate- 
payers— why  should  we  not  insert  words 
in  the  Amendment  confining  the  purpose 
and  scope  of  the  Vote  to  the  class  of 
schools  which  it  is  conceded  are  alone  to 
be  benefited  ?  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  I  can 
see  a  reason  why  the  Government  should 
reject  this  Amendment.  It  is  this — if  we 
limit  the  grant  about  to  be  made  to  psr- 
ments  to  necessitous  Voluntary  Schools, 
then  58.  per  head  would  only  hare  to  be 
paid  for  the  children  attendii^  mdi 
schools.  But  the  proposal  of  the  Gototi- 
men  is  that,  although  relief  is  to  be  given 
only  to  necessitous  schools,  yet  the  som 
to  be  distributed  is  to  be  calculated  at  5*. 
per  child  in  all  Voluntary  Schools,  neces- 
sitous or  not.  In  other  words,  the  5s. 
per  head  is  not  a  true — I  do  not  like  to 
use  invidious  terms — but  a  false  and 
fratidulent  description.  [CA««r«.]  You 
are  to  take  the  whole  number  of  the 
children  educated  in  all  Volontszy 
Schools  of  the  country,  whether  these 
schools  are  necessitoos  or  not,  and  then, 
giving  your  dole  to  the  necesntooi 
schools  alone,  you,  of  course,  embrace  a 
far  smaller  number  of  children  than  if 
the  dole  applied  to  all  Voluntary  Schools, 
and  you  are  not  in  that  case  giving:  Sa., 
but  6s.,  78.,  or  even  lOs.  per.  cfaiUL 
\Cheer8  and  countfr-cheers.^  I  see  that 
that  proposition  receives  assent  on  the 
Treasury  Bench.  [Minitterial  eheerf.\ 
Then  why  have  you  not  the  courage  to 
put  it  in  your  Resolution?  [CAeen:] 
This  is  not  a  grant — and  it  is  not  i>- 
tended  to  be  a  grant — of  58.  per  head  ftf 
the  children  in  the  schools  which  are 
proposed  to  be  relieved  by  the  grant. 
It  is  a  grant  intended  to  be  measured  fay 
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the  whole  number  of  children  in  Volun- 
tary Schook,  neoessitotu  or  not,  but  the 
benefit  of  which  is  to  be  received  alone 
by  those  schools  which  are  necessitouB. 
["Hear,  heart"]     If  that  be  so,  what 
we  are  asked  now  to  appropriate  out  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  is  not  58.,  but  some  in- 
definite number  of  shillings  above  5a. 
for  each  «hild  in  the  necessitous  Volun- 
tary Schools.     [Opposition  cheers  and 
cries  of  "  Hear,  hear !  "  from  the  Minis- 
terial Benches.]    The  discussion  has  not 
been  useless,   having   elucidated  th^ 
point   I  ask  one  more  question.  Are 
you  going  to  give  Ss.  per  head  to  neoes- 
sitouB  School  Boards  based,  not  upon  the 
number  of  children  educated  in  these 
schools  alone,  but  upon  the  number  of 
all  the  children  attending  the  Board 
Schools!   These  are  questions  to  which 
we  are  entitled  to  have,  not  a  contemp- 
tuous brushing  aside,  but  an  explicit, 
cat^orical,  and  unmistakable  answer  be- 
fore the  Committee  divides  on  this 
Amendment.  [Cheers.'] 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY, who  was  loudly  cheered,  said : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked  me 
two  questions.    One  of  them,  it  seems  to 
me,  he  is  rather  late  in  the  day  in 
asking.    [  Laughter.]     The    other  is 
rather  premature.    [Cheers.]   The  ques- 
tion the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked 
in  regard  to  Volxmtary  Schools  surely 
could  have  been  answered  by  any  Gentle- 
man who  took  the  trouble  to  listen  to  my 
statement  yesterday,  or  to  the  subsequent 
speeches  which  were  delivered  from  this 
Bench.     [Cheers.]     The  needs  of  tiie 
Voluntary  Schools  vary  between  com- 
paratively wide  limits.    Some  Voluntary 
Scbool?  need  nothii^ ;  some  need  a  small 
subvention;  some  need  5s.,  an  average 
grant ;  some  need  ctHisideiably  more. 
The  sum  we  allocate  to  be  divided  into 
these  various  amounts  amoi^  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  is  calctdatei  upon  the  rate 
stated  in  the  Resolution  before  the  Com- 
xuittee.    If  we  were  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment the  result  would  be  to  diminish 
that  amount  by  a  very  large  sum,  and  we 
do  not  mean  to  diminish  it.  [Cheers.] 


(Aid  Grant,  Etc,),  11S4 

For  that  reason  we  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gendeman. 
With  regard  to  the  second  qiiestion  put 
1^  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — namely, 
whether  we  were  going  to  adopt  the  same 
principle  in  regard  to  Board  Schools — I 
woidd  remind  him  that  one  of  the  reasons 
why  we  have  not  introduced  into  this  Bill 
any  question  dealing  with  Board  Schools 
is  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
similar  provisions  cannot  be  applied. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "  atvd  Opposition  cries  of 
"  Oh  I  "]  The  need  may  be  equal ;  I  do 
not  confess  that ;  I  do  not  dispute  it ; 
I  do  not  deal  with  it  one  way  or  the 
other ;  but  the  machinery  by  which  that 
need  is  to  be  met  must,  from  the  very 
necessities  of  the  case,  be  a  different 
machinery.  It  is  absurd  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  ask  me  whethw  the 
machinery  is  to  be  applied  in  the  same 
way,  and  when  hon.  Gentlemen  will  con- 
sent to  allow  us  to  have  this  BiU,  aad 
when  we  are  in  a  position  to  introduce 
the  Bill  dealing  with  Board  Schools, 
then  I  shall  be  able  to  explain,  I  am  sure 
to  their  satisfaction,  why  it  is  that  a 
machinery  applicable  to  the  one  case  is 
not  equalty  applicable  to  the  other. 
[Cheers.] 

*SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Su-,  we 
are  not  here  upon  a  question  cf 
machinery.  [Cheers.]  We  are  here  on 
a  question  of  principle,  for  you  are  deal- 
ing with  public  mon^.  [C^ers.]  We  are 
on  a  financial  Resolution.  You  have  told 
us  now  that  you  are  going  to  ask  for  a 
grant  of  £600,000,  not  for  the  purposes 
which  are  stated  in  t^e  Resolution,  but 
for  a  different  purpose.  [Ministerial 
cries  of  "  No  !  "  and  Opposition  cheers  ] 
You  are  going  to  deal  with  this  money, 
not  for  all  Voluntary  Schools ;  but  I 
must  say  the  ingenuity  with  which  this 
Resolution  has  been  framed  is  such  as  to 
make  it  impossible  almost  to  get  at  the 
real  intention  of  the  Govmiment  upon 
the  matter.  If  we  understand  the  ex- 
planation given  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  it  is  that  you  are  to  take  6a. 
a  head  from  schools  that  do  not  want  it 
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for  the  purpose  of  using  that  mon^  for 
schools  which  are  alleged  to  want  it. 
[Cheers.]  A  more  tortuous,  a  more  in- 
direot,  and,  in  mj  opinion,  a  more  im- 
proper— [cries  of  "Oh I"] — manner  of 
taking  £600,000 1  never  knew.  But  the 
searching  question  is  the  second  question 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend.  When  he  asks 
whether  this  principle  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  Board  Schools  of  the  coantry, 
what  answer  does  the  right  hon.  Glentle- 
man  give  I  It  is  perfectly  easy  for  him 
to  say  whethor  he  will  follow  the  same 
principle,  but  he  evades  the  question. 
[Cheerg.]  There  must  bo  different 
machineiy,  yes,  but  you  may  have 
diffeomit  maohineiy  for  arriving  at  the 
same  end.  Do  you  mean  to  arrive  at  the 
same  end  1  We  have  had  an  endeavour 
to  support  this  grant  to  Voluntary 
Schools  by  great  promise  of  what  is 
going  to  be  done  for  tlM  Board  Schools. 
Promises  have  been  held  out  in  order  to 
induce  hon.  Members  oa  the  other  side 
of  the  House  who  do  not  feel  very  com- 
fortable— [lauffkter] — to  support  your 
Bill.  The  policy  of  the  Government  has 
been  to  say  to  them,  "  Open  your  mouths 
and  shut  your  eyes  and  then  you  will  see 
what  the  Board  Schools  will  get."  But 
I  do  not  know  whether  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  are  ready,  not  to  open  their 
mouths,  but  to  shut  their  eyes,  which  is 
more  important  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
On  this  side  of  the  House  we  are  not 
disposed  to  shut  our  eyes  in  this  matter — 
[Ministerial  laughter] — and  we  shall 
endeavour  to  open  the  eyes  of  other 
people.  [Cheers.]  I  daresay  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  about  to  shut  our 
mouths — [laughter] — we  know  that  their 
favourite  system  is — [Cries  of  "  Order  1  "J 

*Thh  CHAraMAN  o»  WAYS  amd 
ME^NS  :  I  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  there  is  a  specific 
Amendment  now  before  the  Committee. 

•Sir  WILLUM  HARCOURT  :  I  am 
trying  to  ask.  Sir,  whether  the  principle 
of  this  Amendment  is  about  to  be  applied 
not  only  to  the  Voluntary  Schools  but 
to  the  Board  Schools,  liiat  is  a  very 
Sir  Wmiam  Hareourt. 


practical  matter— whether  £600,000,  or 
thereabouts,  is  to  be  given  to  the  Bosid 
Schools  as  well  as  to  the  Volmttuy 
Schools.  The  greater  part  of  this 
Debate  has  turned  upon  d^ands  made 
from  ev«y  side  of  the  House  that  equal 
justice  should  be  done  to  the  Board 
Schools  as  to  the  Voluntary  Schools,  and 
the  Government  had  held  out  this  expeo> 
tation  as  an  inducement  to  us  to  proceed 
with  these  resolutions.  Surely,  there- 
fore, it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  how  fu 
that  inducement  which  has  been 
held  out  by  the  Government  ii 
&n  inducement  which  ought  to 
lead  people  to  support  this  BiH 
I  gather  from  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Government 
have  no.  intention  whatever  of  dealii^ 
with  the  Board  Schools  upon  the  sBiue 
principle  that  the^  have  applied  to  tbe 
Voluntazy  Schools.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  It 
was  of  great  irapOTtance  we  should  a8ce^ 
tain  that,  and  I  think  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend  has  been  of  tfaa 
greatest  valu^  because  it  has  detected 
what  are  the  real  intrations  of  the  Got^ 
emment  in  this  matter.  We  may  fom 
our  own  opinions  as  to  what  are  the 
views  and  intwtions  of  the  Government 
in  dealing  with  /the  Bill  which  we  tre 
told  we  are  toi  have,  some  day  or  other, 
on  the  subject  of  Board  Schools.^  It  ti 
our  duty  to  asco^ain  before  we  pass  this 
Bill  for  the  Voluntary  Schools  what  tbe 
principles  are  upon  which  the  other  BiH 
is  to  be  dealt  with.  I  havo  my  on 
opinion  as  to  what  will  become  of  tlut 
Bill  as  soon  as  the  Government  have  got 
the  Voluntary  Schools  Bill;  but,  how- 
ever, that  is  a  matter  which  we  sbsB 
havo  an  opportunity  later  on  of  discoa- 
sing.  I  should  like  very  much  to  state 
my  reasons  for  a  very  profound 
scepticism  as  to  the  future  of  that  Bill, 
but  that  is  a  matter  which  doee  not  ariie- 
[Ministerial  cheers.]  Yes,  but  tbe 
Amendment  has  been  a  very  good  test, 
a  very  good  method  of  forecasting  the 
fortunes  of  that  Bill,  and  I  think  the 
answor  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treawrj 
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-Ayes,  111; 


has  given  is  such  as  will  satisfy  us  as  to 
what  the  real  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
joent  are  in  dealing  with  the  Board 
Sohoolit.  \Oppotiiion  cheers.] 


Question  put,  "  That  the  vord  * 
sitous '  be  there  inserted." 


necas- 


The  Committee  divided 

Noes,  320. 


The  announcement  of  the  figures  was 
received  with  Ministerial  cheers. 

(Division  List — No.  12— appended.) 


Alirahnm.  Williani  (Rhondda) 
Aclnnd,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  H.  Dyke 
Allan,  WiUinm  (Gateshead) 
Allen, Wm.  (Newc.  under  I^me) 
Asquitli,  Rt.  Hn.Herbert  Henry 
Atheriey-Jones,  L. 
Aoslii),  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
fiainhridge,  Emerson 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Bariow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyahire) 
Beaumont,  Went  worth  0.  B. 
BiriBll,  Augustine 
Bolton,  Thonuu  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Braadhnrrt,  Heniv 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryhum 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Chailes 
Caldwell,  James 
Cauaton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allaton 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithnefs-sh.) 
Cblville,  John 
Dalael,  James  Henry 
Daviee,  M.Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 

Daviea,  "W.  Re^  (Pembrokesh.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Doaghty,  Georee 
Dnnn,  Sir  AV^itliam 

Ellis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 

Ellia,  Thoe.  Edw.(Merioneth8h.) 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Evan8.Sir Francis  H.fSouth  ton) 

Farquharaon,  Dr.  Robert 

Kenwick,  Charles 

Ff>rgiiaon,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leiih) 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 


AYES. 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  H.  (WolMn) 
Gladstone.  Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Griflith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Han  ourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  "William 
Harrison,  Charles 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  Seale> 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hnmphreya-Owen,  Atfhnr  C. 
Button,  Alfred  £.  (Morley) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
JoneBjDavidBrynmor  (Swansea) 
JoneSiWilliom  (Camarronshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  G.  Smyth 
Iiabonchere,  Henry 
Ijtmbert,  George 
Lawson,SirWilfrid  (Cumbland) 
Leeee,  Sir  Joseph  F.  (Accr*gton) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 
Logan,  John  William 
Lnttrdl,  Hugh  Fownes 
M'Arthur,  illiam 
M'Kemia,  S^finald 
M'Loren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 

Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breoonshire) 
Morley,Rt.Hn.  John  (Montroee) 
Mundella,  Rt.Hn.Anthony  John 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Panlton,.  James  Blellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.) 


Pease,  Sir  Jose^  W.  (Durham) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie, Oiptain  Duncan  Vcmon 
Prieetloy,  Bri^  (Yorfca.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Randell,  David 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
BohertB,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robeits,  John  H.  (Denbigha.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Schwann,  Charles  £. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer.  Albert 
Stanhope,  Him.  Philip  J> 
Stevenson,'  Francis  B. 
Btrachey,  Edward 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,E.) 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  Jdai  Lawson 
Wayntan,  Thomas 
Wedderburn,  Sir  ^^^lUam 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams.  John  CarTell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  Fiederirk  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
WilsuD,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Goran) 
Woodall,  William 
Woodhouse,  Sir  J.T.(Hnd'r8fld) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Avbs,  Mr. 
Lloyd  -  Geoi^  and  Mr. 
Lough, 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 
Aird,  Jt^n 

Allhti»en,Angustns  Henry  Eden 
Ambrose,  William  (Midmesex) 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Fonter,  Hugh  O. 
iVrrol,  Sir  William 
Vtkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baden-Powell,  Sir  Geo.  Smyth 
3agot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitsBoy 
3ailey,  Jamee  (Walworth) 
iaillie,  James  E.  B.  (Inverness) 
3aird,  John  George  Alexander 
ialcarree,  Ixtrd 
)alf  oar,  Rt.  Hon.  A.J.(MaDchV} 
talfonr,  Oenild  William  (Leeds) 
l«nbuT7,  Frederick  Geoige 
tamMi  Wndmo  Gotall 

VOL.  XLV.  [rouKTH  suuis.] 


NOES. 

Bardey,  George  C.  T. 
Bass,  Hamar 

Bathnrst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hon.Sir  M.H.(BriBtol) 
Beach,  W.W.  Biamston  (Hants) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithful 
Bonrose,  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord.  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  ComDumder 
Bhownaggree,  H.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Onue 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grifflth- 
Boncfleld,  William  Bobsrt 

3  A 


Bowles,  Cnnt.  H.F.fMiddleSKX) 
Bowles,T.CHbBon  (King*B  Lynn) 
BraAsey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfleld,  A,  Montagu 
BuckniU,  Thomas  Townsend 
Batcher,  John  George 
Carew,  James  Lauren  c« 
Cavendish,  R.  F^N.  Lance.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derby8hirB) 
Ceoil,  Lord  Hugh 
Chaloner.  Captain  R  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.J.  (Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J-Austen  (Wotc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  ViMxmnt 
Clare,  Octavins  Leigh 
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Clarke,  ^.Edmod  (Plymouth)  I 
Cochnute,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E.  ' 
Coddtngton,  Su'WiHiam 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohan,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  Ht.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Tjord  Alwyne  (Beds.) 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  '(Lambeth) 
Cooke.  C.  W;  Kadcliffe  (Herefd) 
Cox,  Uobert 
Cninbome,  Viscount 
Crean,  Eugeno 
Cripps,  Charlra  Alfred 
Oroes.  Alexander  (GlasROv) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bulton) 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curam,Bt.Hn.G.N.(Lanc.S.W.) 
Curzon,  Viscount  (Bucks.) 
Dalbiac,  Major  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Kir  Charles 
Daly,  James 
Dane,  Richard  M. 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley- 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dillon,  John 

Dixon- Hartland,Sir  Fred.Dixon 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
DoQppui,P.C. 

Donngton,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Et.Hon.  SirWilliam  Hart 
Edwards,  Oen.  Kir  James  Bevan 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  d«  Tatton 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Faraell,  Thomas  Oeorge 
Farquhar,  Sir  Horace 
Farrall,  Jamee  P.  (Cavan  W.) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fereufl8on,Kt.Hn,SirJ,(Mancr.) 
.Field,  Admiral  (Eastboumc) 
Fielden,  Thomas 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  8ir  Robert  Bannatyno 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Forte«cue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Ftulcestone,  Viscount 
Fonter,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Forter.  Harry  8.  (Suffolk) 
Fowler,  Matthew  (Durhiuii) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Qarfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,Hn.A.Q.H.(CityofLond.) 
Gibba,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gilliat,  John  Kaunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gotchen,  Rt  Hn.  G.  J.  (StG'rg*!) 
Gosrhen,  George  J.  (SuBsez) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 


Graham,  Henrr  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
areen,WaUord  D.(WedneBVry) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (Cambs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Halsey,  Thomas  Fredwick 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbuy,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Heimon-Hodge,  Robert  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,Rt.Hn.I*rd  Arthur(Down) 
Hill,  Rt  Hn.  A.StavRley(Stafl8.) 
Hoare,  Edw.Brodie(Harap6tead) 
Iloare,  Kamuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hogan,  Jamee  Francis 
Holland,  Hon,  Lionel  Raleigh 
Hornby,  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  AVilliam  Tudor 
HoworUi,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hunt,  Sir  Frederick  Seager 
Isaacson,  Frederick  Wootton 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
JeHbel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  John  H.  (Sussex) 
Kemp,  Geoi^e 

Kennaway,  RtHon.  Sir  John  H. 
Kenny,  William 
Kenrick,  William 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowlcs,  Lees 

Knox,  Edmund  Francis  Vesey 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Idurie,  Lieut.-General 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Cornwall) 
Lawrence,  Wm,  F.  (Livonwol) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Vorks.) 
Lecky,  William  Edward  H. 
Lees,  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
IJewelyn,SirDiUwyn-(Swana'a' 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R.  (Essex 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W,  (Evesham) 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Liverpool) 
Lome,  Marqness  of 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lncas-Khadwell,  William 
Lyttolton,  Hon.  Alfred 
SfacAleese,  Daniel 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Macliire.  John  William 
MacNrill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
McCahnont,Maj.-Gn.(Ant*m,N} 


UcDermott,  Patrick 
M'Hngh,  E.  (Aimagfa,  8.) 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Lettria 
McKillop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Itlarks,  Henry  Hanancl 
Martin,  Richard  Biddul]^ 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.W.  F. 
Hellor,  Colonel  (Taiwashiw) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentioe 
Meysey-ThomoBon,  Sir  H.  U. 
Milbank,  Powfett  Charles  John 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  Geo^ 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  Janus 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Soott  (Hub.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pity 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Murdoch,  Charles  Town^iend 
MurTay,RtHn.A.Graliim;BnH 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventiy) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Btt^ 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hot.  Sir  H.  Stafiid 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  fDonegsI) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (UTerpocd) 
O'Kelly,  James 
O'Malley,  WiUiAin 
Orr-Ewmg,  Charles  Lindaiy 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Peaae,  Arthur  (Darlington) 
Pender,  James 
Penn,  John 

PhiUpotta,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-HWn^  Fxedeiidc 
Ptunkett,  Hon.  Horace  Cuitn 
Pollock,  Harry  Fraderick 
Pjwell,  Sir  Francis  Shaip 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Protymon,  Ca^  Ernest  0*«p 
Piyro-Jones,  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin.  James 
Rascfa,  Major  Frederic  Cane 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  MattbewV 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.Cfaas.  Thaam 
RobinsiHi,  Brooke 
Roche,  Hm.  James  (East  Km;; 
Roche,  John  (East  Galwar) 
RoUit,  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 

Russell,  CoL  F.  S.  (Cbdlsnkw: 
Russell.  Sir  Geovge  (BertdiiR. 
Bnasell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Harnr  S.^^imdwat) 
Saondereon,  CoL  Edv.  Jins 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Bichud 
Seely,  Charlen  E^ton 
Seton-Karr,  Heniy 
Sharps.  William  EdwaidT. 
Sidehotham,  3.  W.  (Cberiniri 
Sidebottom,  William  (Dtrt^ 
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Simeon,  Sir  Bomngton 
Skewes-Coz,  ThomaA 
Smith,  Abel  (Herts) 
Hmith,  Abel  H.  (ChiistcliiiTcli) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  {Strand) 
tjpencer,  Erneet 
Stfoiley,  I<ord  (Lanes.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
StephecB,  Henry  Charles 
Htewnrt,  Sir  Mark  J.  MTagRart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
StrauBfl,  Arthur 
Stmtt,  Hon.  'Charlee  Hedley 
Htort,  Hon.  Hnmphry  Napier 
SolliTaii,  I>onal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 


Talbot,  John  G.  (Oxford  TJniv.) 
Taylor,  Francis 
Thorbnm,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charlee  Ernest 
Vemey,  Hon.  Richard  Qreville 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Waring,  Col.  Thomas 
Warr,  AuirustiiB  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancrae) 
WebBter,SirR.E.tlBle  of  Wight) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  John  Uoyd 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-nndei^L.) 
Whitmor^  Qiarlw  Algernon 


Williams,  C0I.R.  (Domt) 
William8,Jo8ephPoweU>(Birm.) 
Willonghby  de  Ereeby,  Lord 
Willox,  John  Archibald 
WUson.  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilwjn,  J.  W.  (Worc'shire,  N.) 
Wileon-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouae,  Edmond  R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gnatav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
WyviU,  Manoadoke  D'Arcy 
Younger,  William 

Tblleks  foh  thi  Koxs,  Sir 
William  Walnnid  and  Ur. 
Anatrntlier. 


Main  Question  again  proposed  : — 

And,  it  being  after  Midnight,  and 
Objection  being  taken  to  Further  Pro- 
ceeding, the  Chairman  proceeded  to 
interrupt  the  Buninees : 

Whereupon  The  FIRST  LORD  of 
THK  TRKASURY  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  QueaUon  be 
now  put." 

*The  chairman  op  ways  and 
MEANS  proceeded  to  put  the  Question. 

Me.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  direct  your 
attention  to  the  iwst  that  the  Closure  can- 
not be  moved  aocwding  to  the  25th 
Standing  Order  1 

*Thb  chairman  op  ways  and 
MEANS  :  The  Hon.  Member  iu  labouring 
under  a  mistake.  I  am  putting  the  main 
<juestion.  No  Closure  has  yet  been 
moved. 

Mb.  MACNEILL :  Then  I  object  to 
the  main  Queetion — it  is  after  Twdve 

o'clock. 

*Thb  chairman  op  ways  and 
MEANS  :  If  the  hon.  Member  objects, 
then  it  is  open  to  move  the  ClosoFe. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY: I  move  that  the  Question  be 
now  put. 

Me.  MACNEILL  :  I  object  to  that. 

The  House  having  been  cleared  for  a 
l/ivision, 

Mb.  MACNEILL,  seated,  with  his  hat 
on  :  Will  you  now,  Mr.  Lowther,  hear  me 
on  a  Point  of  Order  i  I  object  to  this 
Motion,  and  I  submit.  Sir,  with  great  re- 
spect, that  the  Motion  for  Closure  cannot 
now  be  put,  in  accordance  wiUi  rules 
after  12  o'clock.   ["Oh,  oh  I"  "Order, 


order  1 "]  May  I  simply  say  this  to  show 
how  this  occurs t  ["Order,  order  1"] 
First,  the  Motion  on  which  a  Division 
was  ,  taken  was  a  subsidiary  Motion  and 
not  part  and  parcel  of  the  whole  Motion, 
in  reference  to  the  transaction  before  the 
Committee,  it  was  merely  an  Amend- 
ment. That  being  so,  if,  on  that  Amend- 
ment there  had  been  a  Motion  for  the 
Closure  and  if  that  had  h&en  carried  and 
the  Amendment  disposed  of  it  would 
have  been  competent  for  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treaatuy  to  propose  the  Motion 
on  the  whole  Question.  But  when  he 
made  bis  Motion,  the  Question  had  not 
been  proposed.  ^Interruptions  and 
crits  of  "  Order !  "]  I  submit,  Sir,  that 
it  is  utterly  impossible  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  for  any  Chairman  to 
invalidate  the  rules  in  reference  to  the 
Clo8iu«,  fuad  put  the  Closure  in  the  midst 
of  the  transaction.  [Cries  of  "  Order  I "] 
And,  Sir,  if  you  will  foi^ve  me,  it  is 
scarcely  within  the  province  of  a  Chair- 
man to  suggest  the  Closure  himself. 
[Cries  of  "Oh,  oh  I"  "Order!"  and 
"Hear,  hear  I"] 

*Thb  chairman  op  ways  and 
MEANS  :  The  process  is  not  so  elaborate 
as  the  hon.  Member  seems  to  think, 
it  is.  If  he  will  look  at  Rule  I. 
he  will  obsore  that  the  Closure 
may  be  moved  "on  t^e  interrup- 
tion of  business."  It  was  moved  on  the 
interruption  of  businese — [cries  of  "  No, 
nol"  "Hear,  heart"  and  "Order!"] 
— the  interruption  of  business  took  place 
when  the  hon.  Member  objected  to  my 
putting  the  Question.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
Thot  was  the  interruption  of  business, 
and  thereupon  the  Closure  was  moved  ac- 
cording to  Rule  L  ["  Hear,  hear  1  "J  The 
Question  is,  That  the  Question  be  now  put. 
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The  House  divided  :  —  Ayes,  296  ; 

Queation  pat,  «  That  the  Question  be  Noea,  U2.— (Division  List— No.  13— 
now  put."  upended.) 


Aird,  John 

AllhuBen^ngtutiH  Henry  Edeo 
Ambnse,  WUliwm  (Hid<UeMs) 
AxntM,  Alfred 
AnKdd-Forater,  Hogh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  WiUiam 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Hit  Ellis 
Atkinsgii,  Kt.  Hoc.  John 
BadeQ-Povell,  Hir  Geo.  Smyth 
Sa^t,  Capt.  Joceline  Fitsltoy 
Baile^',  James  (W al worth) 
Baiihe,  Jamee  E.  B.  (Inremees) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 

fialfoor,  Kt.  5on.A.J.  (ManchV) 
Balfour,  Gerald  William(LeedB) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  GoreU 
Bartlev,  OeM^  C.  T. 
Bass,  &mar 

Bathunt,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hon.Sir  M.H.(Bri3tol) 
Beach.  W.W.Braraston  (Hants.) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faitbial 
Bemrose,  Henrv  Howe 
Bentbick,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggtee,  M.  H. 
Bigwood,  Jaiaee 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Bcnavsn,  Axthxa  Griffith 
Bonsfleld,  William  Bobeii 
Bowles,  Capt  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
BowleStT.Gibson  (King's  Lynn) 
Brassev,  Albert 
Brodri'ck.  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
BrookfieLd,  A.  Montagu 
Bocknill,  Thomas  Townsend 
Batcher,  John  George 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (K.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish, V.C.  W,  (Derbyshire) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 
Chttloner,  Captain  R.  t>.  W. 
Chamberlain,Kt:Hon.  J.  (Binn.) 
Oh«mberlain,J.Apsten  (Worc'r) 
Cliaidin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
(.liarrington,  Npencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Uctavias  Leigh 
Clarko,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddtngtott,  Sir  William 
Corhill,  Douglas  Harry 
Co*  len,  Benjamin  Tjonia  ' 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Co.-npton,  Iford  Alwvne  (Beds) 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  Hadclitte(Uerof'd) 
Cox,  Kobert 
Cranbomo,  Viscoant 


AYES. 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Sheuierd  (Bolton) 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
CurK»n,Rt.Hn.G.N.  ( LancS.  W.) 
Corson,  Viscoopt  (Bucks.) 
Dalbiac,  ilajor  Philip  Hu^ 
Dalrymple,  Sir  CharMS 
Dane,  ^chard  M. 
Davenport,  W.  Bnunley- 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wiagfield- 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred.Dix(m 
Donkin,  Bichard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doug^,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers* 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  Edw.  8> 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Dnncombe,  Hon.  Habdrt  Y. 
Dvke,  RtHon.  SirWilliam  Hart 
Edwards,  Gen.  Sir  James  B. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Engledov,  Charles  John 
Faraell,  Thomas  George 
Farquhar,  Sir  Horace 
Fellowes,  Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergiisson,Rt.Hn.8irJ.(Man'cr) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eaitbonme) 
Fielden,  Thomas 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Rob^  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
iilannery,  Fortescue 
Fletcber,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Hiirry  S.  (SuflEolk) 
Fow^ler,  Matthew  (Durham) 
Qallowav,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  ^'illiam 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(Cityof  Lond.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gilliat,  John  Saonders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.Hon.G.  J .  (StG'rg's) 
Goschen,  G.  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henir  Itobert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Walford  D.  (Wednsbry) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (C'amlis) 
Oretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  C\)lonol 
HalBey,  Thomiis  Frederick 
HamilLuD,  Kt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Kt.  Hon.  Robt.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 


Hare,  Thomas  hmffii 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Hcklge,  Robert  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
HUl,  Rt.  Hn .  LordAithur(Do»nl 
HUl,Rt  Hn.  A.  Stayeley(StalIi.| 
Houe.Edw.Brodie  (Huapelnd) 
Hoare,  Bamnel  (Norwich) 
Hobhonse,  Henry 
Holland,Hon.LioneI  Baleigh 
Hornby,  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Heniy 
Howard,  JoserA 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hubbard.  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  George  BtckersteUt 
Hughes,  Coloi^  Kdwin 
Hunt,  Sir  Frederick  Seagcr 
Isaacson,  Frederick  WooUon 
Jebb,  Richard  ClaTcarhonse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Slerloc 
Johnston,  WiUiam  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  John  H.  <8iiflex) 
Kemp,  Geo»e 

Kennaway,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  JduH. 
Eeim^,  William 
Kennck,  William 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  WilUam 
King,  Sir  Heiuy  Seymoer 
Knowles,  Lees 

Knox,  Edmand  FnaxaM  \taB^ 
Laftme,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut.-Genenil 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Cornwall) 
Lawrence,  Whl  F.  (Liverpoul) 
LawsoD,  John  Grsnt  (York*.) 
I^y,  WiUiam  Edward  H. 
Lees,  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  I>illvyn-(Sw'n3'i] 
Lockwood,Lt-CoI.  A.R.(EHn) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Enkiae 
Long,  Col.CharleeW,(Evad>sii! 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Watt»r(Liveip«j; 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowlee,  John. 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkmaa 
Lubbock,  £t.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
LytteltoD,  Hwd.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cummin  g 
Maclure,  John  W'illiam 
McCalmont,Maj.<Gai.(Axit'^'/ 
McRillop,  Jomea 
llalcolm,  Ian 
Itlarks,  Henry  Hanun^ 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Tltassey-Mainwaring,  Hob-WJ. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
MelviUe^tereaford  Vakotine 
MeyHey-Tbompson,  Sir  H.  3L 
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lilbank,  Povlett  CliarleB  John 
lilner,  Sir  Frederiok  Otca^ 
lilward,  Colonel  Victor 
lonclcfani,  Edward  Philip 
f  ook,  Charles  James 
f ontwa.  Hon.  J.  Soott  fHants) 
loon*  Edward  Robert  Facy 
lore,  Robert  Jasper 
lurdoch,  Charlee  TownHhend 
lurray,  Bt.HQ.A.Gr'h'm(Bttte) 
lurray,  Charles  J,  (Coventry) 
Inrray,  Col.  W^iulham  (Batii) 
I'iool,  Donald  Ninian 
forthcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
>'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
>*Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
)'Kelly,  Jameo 
>rr-Ewioff,  Charles  Lindsay 
*arkee,  EbeneEer 
*amell,  John  Howard 
'ease^  Arthur  (Darlington) 
'enier,  James 
'enn,  John 

^Upotts,  CRptain  Arthur 
^ierpoint,  Robert 
*latt-His^ns,  Frederick 
Hunkett,  Hon.  Horace  Cunxm 
*oUock,  Harry  Frederick 
>o>weU,  Sir  I'ranris  Sharp 
'retyman,  Captain  Ernest  Q. 
*ryce-Jone8,  Edward 
'urvis,  Robert 
'ym,  C.  Guy 
tnnkin,  .Tamos 

jaschf  Major  Frederic  Came 


Bentonl,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Bt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robin»jn,  ifoooke 
KoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Bound,  James 

RuBsell,  Col.  P.  S.  (Cheltenham) 
RoBBell,  Sir  Ueores  (Berkshire) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ratherfordf  John 
Samuel,  Hany  S.  (Limehoose) 
Saunderson,  CoL  Edw.  James 
Savory,  Sir  Arthur  Richard 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Bichard 
Seely,  Charlee  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shanw,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  William  (Derb^h) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewee<Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  (Herts) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchnrch) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Emeat 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lau''8) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jae.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  H.  (Lambeth)  - 
Stephens,  Henry  Cluaies 
Stewrart,Sir  Mark  J.  MtOViggitrt 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon,  Charles  Hodlejr 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Kapier 


Talbot,  Locd  E.  (Ohkliflster} 
Talbot,  John  O.  (Oxiocd  Univ.) 
Taylor,  Francia 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Huzny 
Tritton,  Chaxles  Emert 
Vemey,  Hon.  Richard  Greville 
Vincent,  GtA.  Sir  C.  £.  Howard 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Waring,  Col.  Thomas 
Warr,  Augostns  Frederick 
Webster.  R.  O.  (St  Faacras) 
Wehster,SirR.E.(IaU  of  Wight) 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton-under-L.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Waiiama,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  JoeephPowell-  (Birm.) 
WiUoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
WiUox,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (WoTC'sh.  N.) 
WiLjon-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (YorkK) 
WodehoQse,  Edmond  R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gttstav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stnsrt- 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  d'Arcy 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  pub  the  Aybis  Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


Abraham.  William  (Cork,  NJ:.) 

Vbraham,  William  (Bhondda) 

Poland,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  H.  Dyke 

VUan,  William  (Gateehead) 

Vilon,  Wnu(Newc.  nnderLj'me) 

Vaqnitti,  Rt.Hon.}j£rbeitHenTy 

Vtherley-Jones,  L. 

Vustin,  Sir  John  (Y(»-kahire] 

tainbridge,  Emerson 

^ker.  Sir  Juhn 

terlow,  John  Emmott 

rlsyley,  Thomas  (Bert^rshire) 

^umont,  Wentwmtii  C.  B. 

Hrrell,  Augustine 

loltoD,  Thomu  Dolling 

trigg,  John 

riroadhnrst,  Henn- 

3ryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

juchuian,  Thomas  Rybnm 

Inrt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

'lUdwell,  James 

'aueton,  Richard  Knight 

.'banning,  Francis  Aliston 

•Uu-k,  Dr.  G.  B.  (CaitJmess-sh.) 

,'olville,  John 

Jondon,  Thomas  Joseph 

>oan,  Eugene 

)aly,  James 

>alziel,  James  Henry 

laviett,  M.  Vaughan-(CHrdigHn) 

;)arie8,  W,  Keee-(Pembrok(!sh.) 

.hivitt,  Michael 

Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

JiUun,  JtUin 


NOES. 

Dixon,  Geoige 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.C. 

Doughty,  George 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Ellis,  John  Edward  (Notts) 

Ei-ans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamowan) 

Evana,Sir  FranciitH.  (South'ton) 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  £.  C  Mnnro  (Leith) 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fowler.Rt  Hn.Sir  H.CWoI'h'tn) 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,Bt.  Hn.  Herbert  J<^ 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Charles 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Ualdane,  Bichard  Burden 

HarcouTt,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  William 

Harrison,  Charles 

Hayne,  Bt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

HareU,  Walter 

Hogan,  James  Francis 

Humphreye-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Hntton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Joicoy,  Sir  James 

Jones,  David  Brynmor  (Sw'nse') 

Jones,  William  (C'm'n-onshire) 

Kearley,  Hudscin  K. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 

Lahoiwliere,  Henry 


Lambert,  George 
Laweon,  Sir  WQfrid  (Cumblud) 
Leeee,Sir  Josephir.(Aecrington) 
Leng,  Sir  Johji 
Lloyd'Geoi^  David 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 
Lc^n,  John  William 
Lough,  Thcnnas 
Lnttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macaloese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
McDonnott.  Patrick 
M'Hugh,  K  (Armagh,  8.) 
M'Hngh,  Patrick  A.  (Leitrtm; 
McKenna,  Reginald 
McLaren,  Charles  BMijaniu  B. . 
McLeod,  John 

Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
Moi^an,  J.  Lloyd  (Cannartheo) 
Morley,  Charlee  (BreoHUihire) 
3Iorley,Bt.Hn.  John  (Moottruitf) 
MundeIla,Bt.Hn.AnUiony  John 
Nnssey,  'rhoaias  WiUans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Owk) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tippetaiy) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Uveniool) 
Oldtoyd,  Hark 
O'MaUey,  William 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.  (Durham) 
Perks,  Bobert  William 
FickersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
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I^iie,  Captain  Donoan  Vernon 
Power,  nttoick  Josnih 
Prieetley,  Brig^  (YorkB.) 
I'Tovasa,  Andrew  Drybtirgh 
Randell,  David 
Eickfltt,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
KobertB,  John  H.  (DenbighB.) 
Robeon,  William  8nowdon 
Roche,  Hon.  Jamee  (East  Kerry) 
Roche,  John  (Eaet  Galway) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Charles  Preatwich 
(Bhaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 


Sheeby,  David 
Sonttar,  Robinson 

Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thonas,  Abel  (Oarmorthen,  E. 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Olamorgan,  E. 
Wallace,  Robert  (Pertt) 
Walton,  John  Lawson 
Wayman,  Thomas 


Weddcstnm,  Sir 'n^UkK 
Whittaker,  Thonias  Pahno- 

WilUama,  John  CarveU  (Soto; 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (N(»felk, 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (YOTk,WJ.;. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  HU) 
Wilson,  John  (Goran) 
Woodall,  William 
WoodhoQse,SirJ.T.(Hadd'ttn(^ 
Toxall,  James  Henry 

Tbllebh  fob  the  yiw,  3b. 
Thomas  TBItiif  and  Mr 
McArthor 


Main  Question  pufc  accordiDgly.  The 
Committee  divided : — Ayesj  325 ;  Noes, 
110. 


The  announcemeDt  of  the  numbers  was 
received  with  cheers. 

(Division  list,  Ko.  14 — (appended.) 


Abraham,  WiJliam  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Aird,  John 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allhusen,  A  ugustus  Henr\'Eden 
Ambrose,  William  (Middlesex) 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster,  Hagh  0. 
Anol,  Sir  William 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Saden- Powell,  Sir  Geo.  Smyth 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  Jamee  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  James  E.  B.  (Inverness) 
Boird,  John  Oeorgt  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Gerald  William  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  Geon?e  C.  T. 
Bass,  Hamar 

Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beacb^t  Hn.  Sir  M.  H.(BriBtoI) 
BeachfW.W.  Bramston  (Hants.) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithful 
Benurose,  Henry  Howe 
Bentmck  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownasgree,  H.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Bowlee,T.  Gibson  (King's  Lynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Btodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Hucknill,  Thomas  Townscnd 
Butcher,  John  Geoi^ 
(Jarew,  James  lAurfOce 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (K.  Lanes.) 
CayendiBh,V.C.W.  (Derbyshire) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 
CbiOo&er,  Caption  R,  O.  W. 


AYES. 

Chamberlain, Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 
ChamberlainiJ.  AiiBten(  Worc'r. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavins  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jeete 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds.) 
Conaon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  EVed.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke.  C.W.  RadclifTe  (Herefd) 
Cox,  Robert 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Creon,  Eugene 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curzon,Rt.Hn.G  .N.  (Lanc.S.W.) 
Curzon,  Viscount  (Bucks.) 
Dalbiac,  Major  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymplo,  Sir  Chartes 
Daly,  James 
Dane  Richard  M. 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley- 
Davitt,  Michad 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dighy,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dillon,  John 

Dixon-Hattland,SirFred.Dixon 
Donelan  Captain  A. 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  H<m.  E.  S. 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duncombe,  Hon,  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Kt.IIn.SirWilliamHttrt 
Edwards,  Gen.  Sir  James  Be^•an 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Engledow,  Charles  John 
Fardell,  Thomas  Geo^e 
Farquhar,  Sir  Horace 
Fanell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 


Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwrn  Edviri 
Fergus8on,Rt.Hn.  Sir  J.(Miac'T 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastboonie 
Fielden,  Thomas 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bamutpe 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitz  Wygram,  Gennal  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Furtescne 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Chriatopbei; 
Folkestone,  Vi&count 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (LAncastcr) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Sufiolk) 
Fowler,  Matthew  (Durham' 
Galloway,  William  Johnnn 
Garfit,  Williain 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbe,Hn.A.G.H.(CitvofL(ai 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St  Allaw, 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gotdsworthy,  Major*GenasI 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Ekfam 
GoBchen,  Rt.  Hn.  G .  J.(St  G*rgX 
GoBchen,  Geoi^  J.  (Susaex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Hcsunr  Robot 
Gray,  Iknest  (West  Ham) 
Green,WalfordD.(WedDsbV 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Ouita. 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Gfo. 
Hanbory .  Bt  H<m.  Robert  Wk- 
HansiHi,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Logb 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  Tv^Om 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,RtHn.Lord  Arthur^Don 
Hill,RtHn.A.8tavd«renafc: 
Hoare,Edw.Brodie{ABipitMi 
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Hoaie,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
HoUuHue,  Henry 
Hogan,  James  FranciB 
HoDand,  H<m.  Uonel  Baldgh 
Hornby,  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hovard,  Joseph 
Howell,  Williftm  Tudor 
Howcrth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Habbard,  Hon.  Evdyn 
Hndsm,  George  Bickersteth 
Hoghes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hunt,  Sir  Frederick  Seager 
Isaacson,  Froderick  Wootton 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kemp,  George 

Keunairay,  Kt  Hon.  SitJohnH. 

Kemiy,  William 

Kennck,  William  i 

Kenyon,  James  ' 

Keoyon-Slaney,  CoL  William 

Killnide,  Denis 

King,      Henry  Saymonr 

Knowles,  Lees 

Knox,  Edmond  Francis  Vesey 
T^fone,  Alfred 
Ijanrie,  Lient-Qeneml 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Cornwall) 
Lawrence  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Iiawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  William  Edward  H. 
Lees,  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Llewelyn  ,Siri)illwyn-  (S  wans'a' 
Lwkwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.]i.(EsBei' 
Ijoder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.Col'.  Charles  W.fEvesham) 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Limpool) 
Ixtme,  Marquess  ot 
Lowlee,  Jt^ 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Slocaleeee,  Daniel 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclnre,  John  William 
UncNeiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 
McCalmont,Maj.-Gn.  (Ant'm,N) 
McDermott,  Patrick 
M'Hugh,  E.  (Armagh,  S.) 
M'Hugh,  Pataick  A.  (Leitrim) 
McKiUop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hanand 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
&Ia8B^-Mainwsiing,Hon.'W.F. 


Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey- Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Millbank,  Powlett  Charles  John 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Honk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hon.J.Scott(Hanl8) 
M(mta«a,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Murdoch,  Charles  Townshend 
Murray  ,Rt.  HnJLGrah'm(Bnte) 
Murray,  Ciiarles  J.  Coventry 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninion 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
0*Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Don^pil) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Kelly,  James 
O'MaUev,  William 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pomell,  John  Howard 
Pease,  Arthur  (Darlington) 
Pender,  James 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgina,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Hon.  Horace  Ctirzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Fmncis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Pretyman,  Capt  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Gny 
Rankin,  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matthew W. 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hon.  Cha8.Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Roche,  Hon.  James  (East  Kerry) 
Roche,  John  (East  Galway) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round.  James 

Russell,  Col.  F.  8.  (Cheltenham) 
Russell,  Sir  George  (Berks.) 
RusseU,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Har^  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saanderson,  Col.  £dw.  James 


Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henir 
Shaipe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sheeny,  David 

Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom  William  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchnxch) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stowart,  Sir  Mark  J.  McTag^^ 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Sirauas,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon,  Humphry  Napier 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  John  G.  (Ozfwd  Univ.) 
Tanner,  Charies  Keanu 
Taylor,  Fmncis 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm,  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vemey,  Hon.  Richard  Greville 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Wardo,  Lt-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Waring,  CoL  Thomas 
Warr,  AugUBtns  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Webster,8iraE.  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Welby,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  mAshton-under-L.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algenum 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Donet) 
Williams,  J  oeephPowell-^irm.) 
Willoughby  de  Ereeby,  Lord 
Willox,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk} 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh.,  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Edmond  B.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhetm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wy  vill,  Mormaduke  d'Arcy 
Younger,  William 

Tellsbs  fob  the  Ates,  Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstmther 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Uland,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  H.  Dyke 
\Ueii,'W'm.(Newc.  under  I^ine) 
VsquithjRt.  Hn.  Herbert  Bfenry 
^therley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (YorUhire) 
iainbrid^,  Emerson 
^ker,  Sir  John 
^rlow,  J(dm  Emmott 


NOES. 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Weutworth  C.  B. 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brij^,  John 
Br(»dhurst,  "Rtaaj 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybom 
Burt,  .Thomas 


Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Causton,  Ridiard  Knig^ 
Channing,  Francis  AUflton 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithneas-Bh.) 
Colville,  John 
Daluel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 
Davies,  W.  Rem-  (Pembrokesh.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1171    Local  Giftmiment  Board     {COMMONS}        (Elections)  BHi.  IKS 


Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charies 

Dixon,  Oeorf^ 
Doughy,  George 
Dann,  Bii  'William 
Ellii,  John  Edward  fKotto.) 
T.vml\B,  Samuel  T.  (Olamoi^(an) 
Evans,  8irFranci8H.(8outh'ton) 
Farquhanon,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  B.  C.  Munro  (LeiUi) 
FortCT,  Sir  Walter  (DerV  Co.) 
Fowlfer3tHn8irHent7(V?ortn) 
tiIad8toDe,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 
Ooddard^  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charieii 
Oriffith,  EUiB  3. 
Maldane,  Richard  Bnrdon 
Harronrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 
Harrison,  CharleB 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  CharleB  Beale- 
Hflcell,  Walter 
HomphroyB-OweD,  Arthur  C. 
Hntton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley)  . 
Joicey,  Bir  James 
Jone6,DaTid  Brynmor(Swansea^ 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonahirel 
Krarley,  Hudson  E. 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  Smyth 
liabonchere,  Henry 


lamhert,  Georae 
TATrBon.8irWiIfrid  {Cumb'land 
Leeso.Sir  JoM^ih  F.(Acctjngton 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-Oeoive,  David 
TjocKwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 
Ijogan,  John  Williaai 
Loagh,  Thomafl 
Lat&ell,  Hugh  Fovnes 
HcKenna,  Reginald 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
McLeod,  John 

Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Cannarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Horley,Bt.Hon.Johtt  (Hontnme) 
Mandella,Rt.Hn.Anthony  John 
NuBsey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pantton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Joemth  A.  (Korthnmh.) 
Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.  (Durham) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickeragill,  Kdward  Hare 
Pirie,  Captain  Duncan  Vemon 
Provand,  Andrev  Diybnrgh 
Sandell,  David 
Rickett,  J.  Comptott 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Ei6on) 


1  Roberts,  John  H.  (Dfiibigla.) 
Robson.  William  PncwJoii 
Sfott,  Charles  Prestwirh 
Shti-w,  Thomas  (Havick  B.) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spirer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Fhfl^  J. 
Stevenson,  Frant  ta  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  rOarmaribn.  R) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glam<w(5iii,E.) 
I  Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
I  Walton,  John  Lawnm 
■  Wavman,  Thomas 
;  Wedderbum.  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Pahnet 
WilliamB.  John  Carrell  fh'otttl 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk; 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (Yttk,Wi; 
Wilson,  John  (Dnihan,  Mid) 
Wilson.  John  (Oovan) 
Woodall,  William 
Woodhon6e,8ir  J.T.(UiidW14 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tfllbbs  fob  thk  Nors,  Xi. 
Thoniai£UuaiidMr.llc&i!Snr 


Resolved, — That  it  is  expedient — 

(a)  to  authorise  the  payment  out 
of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Par- 
liament of  an  aid  grant  to 
Yoliintary  Sdiools,  not  exceeding 
five  shillings  per  scholar  for  the 
whole  number  of  scholars  in  those 
Bohools ; 

(b)  to  repeal  as  regards  day  schools 
so  much  of  section  nineteen  of 
The  Elementary  Education  Act, 
1876,  as  imposes  a  limit  on  the 
parliamentary  grant  toelementary 
schools  in  England  and  Wales; 
and 

(c)  to  make  provision  for  the  ex- 
emption from  rates  of  Voluntary 
Sohofds. 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  left  the  Chair  to  make  his 
Report  to  the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Iliurs- 
day. 

Mb.  ACLAKD:  Will  it  be  the  first 

Order  1 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  Yes,  the  first  Order. 


MrNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (IRELAKD) 
(WOMEN)  BILL 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  to 
morrow. 


COTTNTT  COUNCILLORS  <QUALmCA- 
TIOK  OF  WOMEN)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

Sftcond  Reading  deferred  till  Tneidif 
next. 


CORONERS'  INQUESTS 
(RAILWAY  FATALITIES)  BILL. 

Second  Re&ding  deferred  till  Tueedt; 
next. 


LOCAL  GOTEBNMEKT  ACT  (ISW) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Mondif 
next. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(ELECTIONS)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported 
without  Amendment ;  Bill  Read  tk 
Third  time,  and  passed. 


House  Adjonrsed  at  TmSOj 
minutea  b^we  One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesdaift  3rd  Felruary  189T. 


QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 
The  Comptroller  of  the  Household 
(Lord    Arthtjb    Hill)    reported  Her 
Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Address,  as  fol- 
io weth  :  — 

*'  I  hare  received  with  great  satiifitction  the 
loyBl  and  dutiful  expresrion  4^  your  Uianki  for 
ttie  Speech  with  which  I  have  opened  the 
{»eiaat  Seaaion  of  Parliuaent." 


PBOVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 

LONDON    (CLABB    HABKVI,    STRAin))  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDra. 

BQl  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made 
by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State  for  improving  an  area  situated  in  the 

Kiahes  of  SL  Mary-le-Strand,  St.  Clement 
nes,  St  Qiles-in-tbe-Fields,  and  St.  Martin- 
in-the-Fields,  in  the  county  of  London,  ordered 
to  be  bro^ht  in  by  Mr.  Jesse  Collings  and 
Secretaiy  Matthew  White  Kdtoy;  pnsen- 
ted,  and  Read  the  First  time ;  Referred  to  the 
Kiaminers  nl  Petitions  Ux  Private  Bills,  and  to 
be  printed.— [Bill  113.] 

IfRTBOPOLITAN  POUCB  PROVISIONAL  ORDBR. 

Bill  lo  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  Kincipal  Secretaries  of 
State,  under  the  Metiopohtan  Police  Act, 
1886,  relating  to  lands  in  the  parish  of  St. 
James,  Westminster,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Jesse  Collings  and  Secretaiy  Kr 
Matthew  White  Ridley;  presented,  tioA  Brad 
the  First  time ;  Befened  to  the  Examinen  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.-* 
[Bill  1X4.] 


ARBITRATION  TREATY 
(GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  UNITED  STATES). 

Address  for  "  Copy  of  the  Arbitration 
Treaty  between  this  Country  and  the 
United  States  as  recently  signed." — {Mr. 
Gibson  Bowles.) 


OBDEBS  OF  THE  DAY. 


PARLUMENTARY  FRANCHISE 
(EXTENSION  TO  WOMEN)  BILL 

*Mb.  FAITHFUIiL  BE66  (Glasgow,  St. 
RoUox),  in  rising  to  move  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  question 

VOL.  XLT.  [fOURTH  8IBII8.] 


of  the  extension  of  the  franchise  to 
women  was  in  no  sense  a  Party  one.  He 
had  no  desire  that  it  should  be  dri^ed 
into  the  arena  of  party  controversy,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  interests  of  those 
whose  cause  he  was  pleading  would  be 
furthered  should  such  an  event  occur. 
He  asserted,  however,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  a  lasting  credit  to 
any  Party  in  the  country  which  should 
undertake  a  Party  Measure  embodying 
the  principle  which  was  embodied  in  the 
BiU.  ['-Hear,  hearl"]  The  Bill  was 
intended  merely  to  establish  the  principle 
of  the  extension  of  the  Parliamentary 
franchise.  The  BiU,  however,  oontaineil 
the  irreducible  minimom  which  should 
be  granted  by  the  House  in  the  matter, 
if  the  franchise  was  granted  to  women  at 
all.  It  was  calculated  that  ,  the  Bill  would 
enfranchise  about  600,000  women.  He 
was  given  to  understand  that  one  of  the 
most  difficult  points  in  connection  with 
the  phraseology  of  the  Bill  was  whether 
it  did  or  did  not  include  married 
women.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean, 
who  held  strong  opinions  on  the  subject, 
had  said  that  the  Bill  was  obscurely 
drawn,  and  contended  that  it  would 
not  include  muried  women.  He 
had  no .  desire  to  go  into  the 
intricacies  of  legal  phraseol<^,  for 
in  the  course  of  discussing  the  details  of 
the  Measure  the  intention  of  the  House 
would  no  doubt  be  made  perfectly  clear 
on  the  point.  He  might,  say,  however, 
for  his  own  part,  that  he  approved  the 
inclusion  x>f  married  women,  and  his 
reason  for  doing  so  was  that,  by  a  series 
of  Acts  which  had  been  paswd  in  recent 
years,  married  women  had  been  given 
the  control  of  their  own  eaming^^ 
["hear,  hearl"] — ^the  control  of  pro- 
perty that  accrued  to  them  as  next 
of  kin,  and  the  ri^t  to  hold  pro- 
perty which  was  secured  to  them 
bequest ;  and  in  those  circumstances  he 
contended  that  it  followed,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  they  should  be  entitled  to 
vote  in  connection  with  the  management 
of  that  property.  ["  Hear,  hear  1  "J 
Another  criticism  of  the  Bill  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  was  that  it  would 
fiurther  complicate  the  existmg  qualifica- 
tions  for  the  franchise.  He  admitted  that 
the  franchise  was  already  sufficiently 
complicated,  and  he  had  hoped  that  the 
wording  of  the  Bill,  if  it  were  passed  into 
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laW|  would  rather  simplify  than  further 
complicate  the  present  state  of  things. 
At  present  the  disqualifications  for  the 
Parliamentary  Tote  applied  to  Peers — a 
restriction  which  he  fully  approved — to 
candidates'  agents,  to  minors,  to  lunatics, 
to  paupers,  to  felons,  and  lastly  to 
women.  That  was  the  categoiy  in  which 
intelligent  women  were  placed  in  this 
country  in  relation  to  the  Parliamentary 
franchise.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Even 
illiterate  persons  were  allowed  to  vote, 
and  he  found  that  in  the  last  election  no 
fever  than  73,000  illiterates  voted.  Tt 
was  not  a  credit  to  our  civilisation  that, 
in  such  ciroumstanoes,  int^gent  women 
should  he  debarred  trom  exercising  the 
privilege.  [Cheers.']  Now  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  women  to  vote.  They 
wore  regarded  as  capable  of  holding 
property,  and,  in  consequ^ce,  paid 
taxes  upon  it,  and  it  had  been  recognised 
for  many  years  as  a  principle  of  the  con- 
stitution that  taxation  and  representa- 
tion should  go  together.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
Further,  the  right  had  haen  extended  to 
them  to  vote  in  connection  with  Parish 
and  District  Counoils,  Poor  Law 
Guardians,  County  Councils,  Town 
Councils,  and  School  Board  Elec- 
tions, and  he  ventured  to  say  that 
they  had  exercised  those  functions 
With  credit  to  themselves  and  advantage 
to  the  country.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  More- 
over, women  had  been  recently  appointed 
oh  Royal  Commissions,  and  had  been 
from  time  to  time  called  as  witnesses  in 
Parliamentaiy  inquiries.  They  had  also 
been  granted  in  recent  years  educational 
facilities,  through  which  they  had  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  many  walks  of 
life.  Nearly  600  women  had  already 
taken  the  B.A.  degree  at  the  London 
University,  nearly  400  had  passed  tripos 
examinations  at  Cambridge,  and  nearly 
300  had  passed  with  honours  at  Oxford, 
[Cheers.]  Notwithstanding  all  this,  they 
were  debarred  from  assisting  to  decide 
by  whom  the  laws  under  which  they  lived 
should  be  made.  ["  Hear,  hear  t  "]  The 
criminal  statistioB  of  the  country  showed 
that  women  were  more  law-abiding 
citizens  than.  men.  ['*  Hear,  hear  1 "  and 
laughter.]  The  female  population  of  the 
country  exceeded  the  male  population 
by  about  one  million,  and  yet  they  found 
that  while  8,426  men  were  convicted  at 
assizes  and  quarter  sessions  last  year, 
only  1,267  women  were  convicted.  They 
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were  told  that  women  did  not  under 
stand  politics.  Did  all  men  understand 
themt  [Laughter.]  He  denied  that 
women  were  less  capable  of  understand- 
ing difficult  questions  than  men,  but 
even  if  they  were  that  would  be  no  valid 
reason  for  excluding  them  from  tlu 
franchise.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Women 
had  special  interests  of  their  own  whicb 
they  understood,  and  which  they  desired 
and  required  to  protect.  They  had 
special  knowledge  with  regard  to  special 
questions,  and  they  had  special  means  of 
obtaining  information  with  regazd  to 
matters  which  affected  their  own  sex, 
which  were  not  open  to  men  in 
proper  sense  of  the  word.  ["  &ar, 
hear  1 "]  Therefore,  it  was  only  comnum 
justice  that  women  should  have  the 
means  of  giving  effect  to  the  opinion* 
they  formed  on  those  subjects  in  a  con- 
stitutional manner — namely,  by  votii^ 
for  the  election  of  Members  to  that 
House.  He  wished  to  say  here,  with 
regard  to  the  names  which  were  on  Uie 
bf^k  of  the  Bill,  that  he  desired  to  thsok 
hon.  Members  who  had  assisted 
<him  in  brining  in  the  Measva 
There  was,  he  contended,  a  large  mass  <>• 
public  opinion,  both  in  Scotland  and  in 
England,  in  flavour  of  the  principle  of 
this  Measure,  as  shown,  not  only  \fy  the 
petitions  sent  up  to  that  House  by  women, 
but  by  the  resolutions  adopted  at  repre- 
sentative conferences  of  both  the  great 
political  parties  in  the  State.  He  abo 
reminded  the  House,  on  this  point,  of  the 
appeal  which  was  signed  last  year  no 
less  tJian  257,000  women  from  every  oon- 
stituenoy  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in 
favour  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  Hien 
th^  had  the  experience  of  their  Coloniei, 
and  he  thought  this  experience  was  vwy 
valuable,  because  it  had  given  them  an 
object  lesson  in  connection  with  the 
working  of  this  principle.  A  Bill  for 
the  enfranchisement  of  women  in  conneo 
tion  with  Parliamentary  Elections  was 
passed  in  South  Australia  in  1894,  and 
the  workii^  of  that  Measure  had  been 
eminently  satisfactory.  The  first  Genenl 
Election  under  the  Act  took  jjace  is 
1896,  and  he  foulhd  that  women  voted  is 
very  large  numbers,  and  that  the  utmost 
order  and  good  feeling  prevailed.  "  The 
gloomy  forebodings,"  said  his  authority, 
"  of  those  who  had  opposed  Women 'i 
Suffrage  have  proved  entirely  ground- 
less."   In  New  Zealand,  too,  where  m.^ 
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a  BiU  was  passed  in  1893^  the  working 
of  the  principle  hod  been  satiBfactory. 
Sir  John  Hall,  who  waa  formerly  the 
Premier  for  New  Zealand,  stated :  — 

"  Already  the  fallacy  of  the  arguments  against 
t  have  been  proved  .  .  .  Instead  of  the 
"ough  uage  and  nnplnsant  aMociations  which 
bey  were  warned  awaited  tiiem,  never  before  baa 
kn  election  beat  condncted  witii  more  decorum 
ind  order." 

And  Sir  John  quoted  a  returning  officer, 
who  told  him  that  he  would  rather  poll 
200  women  than  70  men.  That  was,  he 
thought,  f  dmirable  testimony  to  the 
working  of  the  Measure.  He  was  quite 
iware  that  there  was  a  strong  opposition 
in  that.  House  to  the  proposal  he  was  now 
bringing  forward.  He  knew  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  Measure  was  to  be  moved 
by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Here- 
Cord  (Mr.  Badcliffe  Cooke).  He  was  to 
be  wounded  in  this  matter  in  the  house 
)f  his  friend,  whose  manly,  but  ungallant 
roioe,  would  be  shortly  raised  in  oppo- 
lition  to  the  Measure.  The  rejection  was 
to  be  seconded  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton.  He  had  always  understood 
;.hat  the  hon.  Gentleman's  mission 
n  life  was  to  break  down  privilege  au<l 
:o  remedy  injustice,  ye(  here  they  had 
lim  the  advocate  of  lexclasiveness  and 
:he  perpetuator  of  inequality.  He  had 
:iot.been  aide  to  follow  the  ai^piments 
if  the  hon.  Oentlenuia  in  this  matter. 
EUs  main  position  he  understood  to  be 
:hat  this  was  a  Measure  for  unsexing 
Tomen.  He  had  pondered  over  that  ex- 
pression, but  he  had  not  been  able  io 
ittach  any  definite  meaning  to  it.  If 
his  principle  of  the  working  of 
¥hich  they  had  not  had  experience 
n  other  connections  in  this  country 
ind  in  the  Colonies,  then  there 
night  be  some  point  in  the  criticism, 
iut  this  principle  had  been  intro- 
luoed  here  in  municipal  matters,  and  in 
he  Colonies  in  Parliunentary  Elections, 
ind  introduced  with  advantage.  That 
ieing  so  he  was  unable  to  fathom  what 
oul'i  be  the  basis  upon  which  the  hon. 
rentleman  brought  forward  an  assertion 
>f  this  kind.  He  believed  himself  thiit 
he  hon.  Gentleman  had  in  his  mind  a 
lertain  political  institution  in  this 
iountry  which,  if  he  might  say  so,  was 
ils  pet  aversion — that  great  organisa- 
ion,  the  Primrose  League — and  ttiat  he 
wliflved,  if  women  were  enfranchised  in 
his  country,  their  votes  would  be  cast 


exclusively  in  support  of  Tory  candidates. 
If  that  was  so,  and  the  hon.  Member  did 
not  dissent  from  it — 

Mk.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) :  I  do  dissent. 

»Mr.  FAITHFULL  BBGG  :    Then  the 
hon.  Gentleman  thinks  that,  the  votes 
would  be  cast  in  favour  of  the  candi- 
dates of  his  own  way  of  thinking. 
Bfs.  LABOUCHERE:  No. 

*Mb.  FAITHFULL  BEGG:    Then  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  no  opinion  on  the 
matter  at  all. 
Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  Yes  I  have. 

»Me.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  said  that, 
however  that  might  be,  the  argument 
waa  largely  used  in  the  countiy  that  the 
effect  of 'the  enfranchisement  of  women 
would  be  to  bring  a  great  reinforcement 
into  the  ranks  of  either  one  or  the  other 
party  in  the  State.  In  his  opinion  that 
was  a  most  unworthy  argument.  That 
was  the  very  last  consideration  which 
should  be  advanced  in  connection  wiUi  a 
matter  of  this  kind.  He  was  not  aware 
that  when  they  had  had  to  consider  the 
granting  of  an  .extension  of  the  franchise 
they  had  ever  considered  the  particular 
direction  in  which  the  votee  would  be 
cast.  If  they  had  done  bo  he  hoped  they 
would  never  do  so  in  the  future.  Such 
an  argument  and  such  a  consideration 
as  that  was  pure  and  unadulterated 
Knigerism.  Mr.  Kru^r  professed  to  be 
willing  .to  redress  the  grievances  of  the 
Uitlanders  and  to  extend  the  franchise, 
but  he  wished  to  be  satisfied  beforehand 
that  the  votes  would  be  cast  in  fayo'ir 
of  the  particular  policy  of  which  he 
approved.  That  was  not  an  aspect  of 
the  question  which  should  be  regarded 
for  a  moment  by  anyone  considering 
such  an  important  matter  as  this.  His 
general  position  was  that  there  was  no 
valid  argument  against  the  principle  of 
this  Bill.  Arguments  there  might  be, 
bom  of  prejudice  or  of  sentiment,  but 
there  waa  no  logical,  valid,  or  just 
argument  against  the  position  which 
he  took  up  in  this  matter.  He 
had  had  the  greatest  possible  pleasure 
in  bringing  this  matter  before  the  House, 
and  ha  appealed  to  all  hon.  Members  to 
cast  themselves  loose  from  any  remnant 
of  prejudice  of  sentiment,  or  other 
unworthy  consideration ;  to  recog- 
nise the  inherent  justice  of  the 
olaim  which  wm  now  being  once  more 
made  ifi  constitutional  form  in  that 
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House,  to  give  effect  to  the  logical  con- 
Beqaences  and  outcome  of  those  succes- 
sive legislative  experiments  which  had 
been  made,  and  which,  he  contended,  had 
been  made  successfully,  in  this  county 
in  the  past,  and  by  doing  so  once  more 
to  broaden,  to  strengthen,  und  to  improve 
the  basis  upon  which  our  representative 
institutions  stood.  He  believed  that, 
thus  broadened,  thus  strengthened,  and 
thus  improved,  those  institutions  would 
continue  to  be  the  guarantee  and  security 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  country  in  the 
future  as  they  had  been  the  guarantee 
and  security  for  that  prosperity  in  the 
past.  He  b^ged  to  move  the  Second 
Reading  of  'the  BUI 
*Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.),  in  seconding  the  Motion,  com- 
plimented the  hon.  Mover  on  the  ability 
of  his  speech.  He  did  not  think  there 
were  any  perscmB  in  the  House  who 
would  beprepared  to  dispute  the  view 
that  the  Women's  Suffin^  question  had, 
in  the  last  few  yean,  made  the  most  sub- 
stantial progress  in  the  opinions  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  He  did  not 
deny  that  they  might  still  be  con- 
fronted to  some  extent  with  the 
ridicule  which,  in  times  past,  was  the 
usual  way  with  which  this  question  was 
approached  by  those  opposed  to  it ;  but 
on  the  whole,  the  question  had  passed 
from  the  stage  of  ridicule  to  the  intelli- 
gible ground  of  practical  politics.  Upon 
that  common  platform,  as  to  the  political 
expediency  or  inexpedi«icy  of  the 
Measure,  they  were  now  in  a  position  to 
debate,  the  question.  There  still  re- 
mained one  or  two  grotesque  ai^uments 
against  the  Measure  of  Women's  En- 
franchisement, but  before  dealing  with 
them  he  should  like  to  say  one  word  with 
regard  to  the  legal  aspect  of  this  Measure. 
He  had  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  the 
Bill  would  be  exposed  to  the  critical 
acumen  of  many  learned  friends,  and  he 
might  say  at  once  that  on  the  compass 
of  the  Measure  there  would  be  a  diver- 
gent opinion  from  two  points  of  view; 
one  that  it  was  not  large  enough  in  its 
scope,  and  the  other  that  it  was  too  small 
or  narrow  in  its  scope.  Those  who  were 
responsive  for  the  drafting  of  the  Bill 
thou^t  it  wise  to  choose  the  line  of 
least  resistance.  They  knew  perfectly 
well,  if,  for  instance,  they  were  to  en- 
franchise women  lodgers,  that  there 
would  be  a  vwy  strong  and  very  for^ 
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midable  volume  of  opposition  from  ecr- 
tain  sections  of  the  House,  and  altbot^ 
he,  for  one,  shoidd  very  much  like  to  aee 
women  lodgers  included  within  tlu 
scope  of  the  Bill,  yet  those  who  wore 
responsible  for  its  drafting  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  well  to  allow 
that  question  to  be  laid  before  the  Hooae 
at  hu^,  so  that  when  the  BiU  came  be- 
fore the  Committer  amendments  in  tbat 
direction,  if  that  was  the  general  senae, 
might  be  included.  Again,  there  was  tb 
debatable  question  as  to  whether  wonm 
who  were  married  should  be  included  in 
the  Bill  There,  again,  no  attempt  hid 
been  made  to  deal  with  that  proposition.  I 
The  point  of  view  the  promoten  of  the  i 
Bill  took  was  this.  There  were  a  large 
number  of  Members  who  say,  "If  vob 
include  married  women  we  shall  oppow 
the  Bill."  On  the  other  hand,  then 
were  Members  who  said,  "  If  you  do  not 
include  married  women  we  shaU  oppose 
it,  because  we  think  married  women,  of 
all  people  in  the  worid  belonging  to  their 
sex,  at  any  rat^  are  entitled  to  the 
highest  consideration,  and  it  ia  discredit- 
able to  make  marriage  a  loss  of  political 
status."  He  ventured  to  suggest  that 
the  Bill  probably  did  include  married 
women.  It  was  not  quite  clear,  and  ptf- 
haps  some  hon.  Grentlemai  would 
that  it  ought  to  be  made  quite  clear.  ^ 
agreed  there  was  force  in  that  ohuanr 
tion,  but,  in  view  of  a  very  recent  ded- 
sion  in  the  High  Courts  of  Justice,  there 
was  some  doubt  raised  as  to  whether  or 
no  certain  operative  words  in  the  Acti 
of  Parliament  creating  local  government 
franchises  did  or  did  not  include  married 
women.  However  that  might  be,  tiie 
basis  upon  which  all  hon.  Members  woaU 
vote,  either  for  or  against  the  Measure, 
was  this— that  its  promoters  wen 
enunciating  the  principle  of  Women'i 
Suffrage,  and  t^ey  should  leave  the  qwt- 
tions  of  the  scope  and  the  extent  of  the 
qualifications  to  be  dealt  with  the 
House  in  the  proper  place  for  so  dealii^ 
with  them — ^namdy,  in  the  Committee 
of  this  House,  and  upon  the  Report  stag* 
of  the  Bill.  He  had  said  there  were  gro- 
tesque ailments  still  surviving  agaiut 
the  enfranchisement  of  women.  One 
such  argument  was  that  because  wom« 
were  not  likely  and  could  not  be  called 
upon  to  use  arms  in  defence  of  their 
country,  the^  ought  not  to  be  aitnotod 
with  the  franchise.   He  remembered  the 
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last  time  upon  which;  this  question  was 
debated  in  the  House,   his   right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Fife — whose 
absence,  in  common  with  that  of  the  oc- 
cupants of  both  Front  Batches  he  de- 
plored, because  he  knew  they  should  pro- 
bably hear,  when  the  Debate  had  reached 
its  final  Btagejs,  speedtes  from  his. right 
hon.  Friend  and  other  right  hon.  Gmtle- 
men  directed  against  tlus  Bill,  without 
their  having  condescended  to  listen  to  the 
aif^ents  which  have  been  advanced  in 
support  of  it — he  remembered  his  right 
hon.  Friend  adopted  that  argument,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  his  expression  of 
grotesque  as  applied  to  it  was  not  un- 
warranted.   He  should  like  to  ask  how 
many  people  who  were  responsible  for 
involving  Uiis  country  in  war  were  ever 
likely  to  bear  arms  in  its  deface  1  They, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  also  in 
the  other  House,  were  the  persons  who 
in  a  large  measure  were  responsible  for 
directing    that  movement  of  popular 
opinion  which  might  produce  war.  And 
yet,  of  all  the  hon.  Members    in  that 
Assembly,  except  one  or  two  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentlemen,  there  was  hardly  a 
solitary  man  who  woiild  bear  arms.  He 
hod  no  doubt  that  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Hereford  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for   Northampton,  who  would  not 
even,  «ther  of  them,  take  the  position 
of  a  drummer  boy  in  the  Army,  would 
both  rise  up  in  their  places  and  say  it 
was  an  anomaly,  unjust  and  unreason- 
able, to  entrust  the  franchise  to  people 
not  capable  of  bearing  arms  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  country.    What  he  claimed 
for  women  was,  that  although  they  did 
not  actually,  and  might  not,  perhaps,  be 
able  (although  that  might  be  an  arguable 
question)  to  bear  arms,  at  the  same  time 
they  bore  the  raponaibilities  and  disad-' 
Tantages  of  war.    They  suffered  more 
acutely  in  their  own  persons  and  the  per- 
sons of  their  children  from  being  deprived 
:>{   their  husbands  or  their  sons  or 
L>rother8  by  the  operations  of  war.  They 
juffered  from  the  burden  of  taxes  and 
he  general  disarrangement  of  their  social 
M>ndition  by  war,  to  as  large  an  extent 
it  least,  and  probably  even  to  a  larger 
ixtent,  than  those  who  took  an  active 
lart  in  carrying  on  war.     He  would  not 
Iwell  further  upon  that  argument.  He 
ismissed  it  as  one  which  was  grotesque, 
nd  which  could  not  be  reasonably  sus- 
uned  before  any  enlightened  assembly. 


Among  arguments  he  had  culled  from 
speeches  made  against  this  extension  was 
one  which  at  first  sight  appeared  formid- 
able, that  women  were  indifferent  to  the 
franchise,  and  did  not  care  to  exercise  it, 
that  there  had  never  been  any  demon- 
stration on  their  part  of  thor  anxiety  for 
the  fmnchise.  Had  the  working  daases 
of  this  country  ever  demonstrated  with 
any  remarkable  ardour  for  the  exercise 
of  the  franchise?  ["Yes I  "J  For  cen- 
turiea  the  working  classes  of  this  country 
acquiesced  in  their  exclusion  from  the 
franchise.  True,  there  were  intwmit- 
tent  agitations  excited  by  the  enthusiasm 
of  political  leaders,  but  for  the  most 
part  it  was  a  sorrowful  fact,  and  it  was 
a  matter  of  common  reproach  at  the 
time  of  the  extension  of  the  franchise  in 
1867,  and  again,  in  1885,  that  the  work-, 
ing  classes  were  to  a  very  laige  and 
lamentable  extent  oblivious  to  the  respon- 
hibilities  that  devolved  upon  them  in  rela- 
tion to  the  franchise ;  and  he  ventured  to 
Bay,  speaking  with  the  strongest  demo- 
cratic instincts,  that  it  was  more  due  to 
the  exigencies  of  poUtical  parties  than  to 
any  persistent  and  solid  agitation  for  it 
that  the  working  classes  received  the 
franchise.  Women  had  not  the  samo  op- 
portunities of  making  their  views  and 
opinions  known  as  were  in  the  nature  of 
things  conceded  to  men.  Womoi  had  not 
control  of  the  Press,  women  had  not  con- 
trol of  the  platform,  it  was  contrary  to 
the  nature  of  women  to  take  part  in  those 
formidable  demonstrations  which  from 
time  to  time  marked  the  activity  of 
political  enthusiasm  among  men.  But, 
although  they  had  not  these  facilities, 
there  were  not  wanting  indications  of  a 
strong  opinion  in  favour  of  this  move- 
ment among  the  women  of  the  day.  Many 
women  of  distinction  had  given  adhesion 
to  the  movement,  and  so  far  as  he  could 
gather  the  feeling  among  women  was  in 
that  direction.  So  far  as  vehicles  for  the 
expression  of  opinion  offered,  petitions 
and  so  forth,  the  evidrace  was  abundant 
that  women  did  desire  the  possession  of 
the  franchise.  Another  argument  which 
had  a  formidable  appearance,  and  which 
no  doubt  would  be  heard  ad  ftauKam^ 
was  that  women  would  come  under  in- 
fluences direct  or  indirect  which  would 
control  their  votes.  Now  which  were 
these  improper  agencies? 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE :  The  Church. 
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*Mb.  ATHEKLEY-JONES  said  he  an- 
ticipated that.  But  which  Church  t  Wna 
it  the  English  Church  or  the  Catholic 
Church  t  [Hon.  Mbmbbbs:  "AUI"J  Well, 
were  the  precepts  and  examples  of  the 
churches  good  or  bad  t  Were  Hiuisters 
belonging  to  the  various  ret^ous  de- 
nominations fit  and  proper  persons  to 
exercise  their  influence  over  women  or 
not?  In  the  first  place  there  would  be  as 
great  variety  of  opinion  brought  to  bear 
upon  women  from  the  various  sections  of 
the  Church  as  would  be  exercised  in  other 
directions,  and  Nonconformist  Ministers 
using  their  influence  in  one  way,  Clergy- 
men of  the  Established  Church  perhaps 
in  another.  Therefore,  so  far  as  the 
Church  was  concerned  there  would  be 
check  and  counter-check  applied,  and  the 
effect  even  if  suoh  influence  did  operate 
would  be  impartiaL  Anotho-  influence 
was  possibly  that  of  the  male  relatives  of 
women.  Wdl,  that  was  not  an  unen- 
lightraed  or  baneful  influence,  and  again 
there  would  be  check  and  counter-check, 
and  the  number  of  the  electorate  would 
swell  without  injury  to  -either  political 
party.  But  these  were  mainly  specular 
tive  opinions.  There  was  no  ground  for 
supposing  that  women  would  be  more 
likely  to  be  susceptible  to  undue  influence 
than  men.  The  very  same  argument  was 
advanced  against  Mifranchisement  of 
certain  sections  of  the  woriui^  classes. 
It  was  said  th^  would  be  subject  to  all 
kinds  of  indirect  influence  and  would  be 
driven  to  the  polls  like  sheep.  But  none 
of  these  anticipations  had  been  realised. 
The  working  classes  had  exwcised  the 
franchise  with  a  full  sense  of  their  re- 
sponsibility, and  it  was  unworthy  the 
serious  consideration  of  this  great  cause 
to  argue  on  the  assertion  that  women 
would  not  honestly,  conscientiously  and 
intelligenUy  exercise  the  franchise  if  it 
were  conferred  upon  them.  Another 
argument  he  would  hne&y  touch  upon 
would  probaUy  be  the  degradation  of 
women.  One  hon.  Member  had  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  say  women  would  be 
unseied  by  being  dragged  into  the  tur- 
moil and  dust  of  party  strife.  Could  such 
an  argument  as  that  be  in  the  mouth  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  were  only  too  glad 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  services  of 
women  diuring  election  time?  Hud  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hereford  (Mr.  Cooke) 
never  found  a  haughty  Priuu-ose  Dame 
ready  to  go  through  the  slums  of  Hereford 


to  gain  a  vote  for  him  1  Did  not  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Labouchere)  sometimes  ktn 
for  support  on  a  Liberal  Woman  of 
Korthampton  t  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  No.  [Laughttr.] 
*Mb.  ATHERLET-JOKES  said  his  hon. 
Fri«Kl  repudiated  the  suggestitfn,  bat  hs 
had  reason  to  brieve  that  amoi^  tk 
ladies  of  Northampton  his  hon.  Ftie&d 
had  many  hearty  and  sympathinng  mp- 
porters.  Not  only  did  Members  t-ril 
tliemselves  of  women's  help  in  pohticil 
organisations  but  th^  dragged  tltdr 
wives  through  all  the  dreary,  weary  elec- 
tion time,  ^m  platform  to  platform,  to 
listen  to  insipid  oratory.  [Laughter,]  He 
knew  one  most  charmii^  hulyt  ^  * 
Member  on  that  side  of  the  Hoon, 
who  conducted  to  a  BvcoeBsfuI  Um 
an  election  campaign  during  her 
husband's  absence  abroad.  It  was  idk 
to  talk  about  this  degradation,  all  the 
evidence  we  had  showed  that  it  tended  to 
elevate  the  tone  of  electioiu  when  women 
took  part  in  them.  If  there  ever  was  any 
force  in  the  argum«it  it  had  disappeared, 
and  women  now  took  part  in  District 
Council,  Parish  Council,  County  Council 
Boards  of  Guardians,  Municipal  sod 
School  Board  elections,  and  npon  some 
of  these  bodies  women  sat  and  took  part 
in  administration  of  local  a£Eairs.  !■ 
view  of  theae  admissions  made  1^  the 
Legislature,  the  justice  of  the  daim  to 
vote  for  a  Member  of  Parliament  codd 
not  be  invalidated  by  any  such  ridicolmn 
contention.  Another,  and  the  last  aiga- 
mcut  to  which  he  would  allude,  w 
that  there  was  no  necessity  to  gin 
women  votes  because  they  were  already 
represented  by  the  male  members  of  titer 
families.  It  was  a  specious,  plausible 
argument,  but  absolutely  unsound.  A 
similar  argument  was  advanced  against 
the  enfronchisement  of  agrioultunl 
labourers ;  it  was  said  that  the  farmen 
and  owners  repreaesited  the  intend  of 
agriculture,  and  solemn  speeches  dedartd 
the  interests  of  owners,  farmers,  and 
labourers  to  be  identical.  He  had  oalj  te 
state  one  fact  to  bring  conviction  to  tbe 
minds  of  Members  that  the  int«^e(rts  of 
women  are  not  adequately  repreeaated 
There  are  over  two  millions  of  women 
employed  in  our  factoxiea.  He  wished 
say  nothing  in  dispan^ment  of  Trades 
Unions,  they  might  be  right  or  wroii^  ia 
the  view  they  took,  but  they  had  ben 
coufitant  ia  their  efforts  interfos 
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vith  the  rights  of  labour  by  women. 
PradM  Uniong  had  continually  been 
uunpering  the  attempts  of-  women  to 
lave  the  free  right  to  sell  their  labour  in 
whatever  direction  they  pleased.  The 
;wo  million  women  who  worked  in  fac- 
«ries  should  have  the  right  to  bring 
lirect  influence  to  betur  through  l^ti- 
nate  channels  upon  Parliamoat,  through 
hfembera  chosen  by  thMnselves  to  decide 
ihia  question.  Was  it  not  of  tii^ent  and 
rital  importance  in  the  interests  of  sani- 
ation  that  factory  women  should  be  able 
o  bring  direct  pressure  to  bear  on  Par- 
iament  to  better  the  conditions  of  their 
ives  f  Was  the  question  of  -  education 
md  employment  of  childrw  of  no 
noment  to  women  (  Whatever  might  be 
he  effect  of  recent  legiskttion  in  New 
Zealand  or  New  South  Wales,  un- 
loubtedly  a  great  factor  and  lever  for 
lealing  with  the  temperance  question 
Tould  be  the  enfnuichuement  of  women, 
bnd  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  what 
inimated  the  women  of  New  Zealand  to 
lecure  the  franchise  was  the  conviction 
hat,  not  through  the  men,  but  through 
he  agency  of  women,  could  any  reform 
u  that  direction  be  secured.  If  women 
wssesaed  the  franchise,  an  honest  effort 
vould  be  made,  which,  he  believed,  would 
>e  crowned  with  success,  if  not  to  remove, 
it  least  to  mitigate,  the  horrible  evils 
vhich  resulted  from  our  unhappy  social 
system.  The  number  of  women  who 
vould  be  enfranchised  hy  the  Bill  was 
^mparatively  small.  The  supporters  of 
he  Bill  believed  that  by  admitting 
I'omen  to  the  franchise  Parliament  would 
Id  much  to  upraise,  morally,  intelleo- 
ually,  and  politically  the  condition  of 
vomen,  and  to  make  woman  what  to  a 
arge  extent  she  was  not  at  present — a 
Qore  fittii^  companion,  comrade,  and 
Mirtner  to  man.  [Cheert.'] 
*Mb.  RADCLIFFB  COOKE  (Hereford), 
a  moving  the  rejection  oi  the  Bill,  con- 
gratulated the  supporters  of  the  BUI  on 
he  aUe  advocacy  of  the  hon.  Member 
rho  moved  the  Second  Reading.  First 
»f  all,  however,  he  desired  to  remove  the 
-eproach  cast  on  the  capital  city  of  his 
mtive  county,  which  he  had  the  honour 
o  represent.  It  was  said  that  he  sent 
0 — ["  No,"  and  luuf/Mer] — Primrose 
>ame8  to  wander  about  the  slums  of 
lereford  to  get  votes  for  him. 


*Mk.  ATHERLEY-JONES  :  Haughty, 
no^;  forty.  [Laughter."] 
*Mb.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE :  He  sent 
no  Primrose  Domes  to  wander  through 
the  slums  of  Hereford,  because  there  were 
no  slums  in  that  highly-respectable  city. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  who  hiad  just  spoken  had 
Said  he  was  a  compuutively  new 
conv^  to  this  movement.  He  did 
liot  tell  all  about  himself.  When 
he  first  entered  the  House  he  was 
in  favour  of  Women's  Suffrage.  A  fe* 
years  after  he  changed  his  mind,  and 
became  a  convinced  opponent  of  it,  and 
now  he  said  he  had  been  re-converted  to 
his  original  views. 

*Mb.  ATHERLEY- JONES :  I  never 
was  in  favour  of  it  when  I  first  entered 
the  House.  It  was  in  my  childhood. 
[Lattffkter  and  eheert,] 
*Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE:  Then  the 
sooner  the  hon.  Member  attains  to  his 
second  childhood  the  better.  ["Hear, 
hear  !  "J  The  Conference  of  the 
National  Union  of  Conservative  Associa- 
tions, which  at  Oxford  in  1887  passed  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  Women's  Suffrage, 
passed  also  a  resolution  in  favour  of  Pro- 
tection, but  nothing  came  of  cither. 
[Latiffhier.]  It  was  suggested  that  we 
should  follow  the  example  of  New 
Zealand  and  South  Australia.  Gene- 
rally speakmg,  the  children  followed  the 
example  of  the  parent,  net  the  parents 
the  example  of  the  children,  and  the 
only  answer  to  this  he  would  give 
in  two  words — fiat  experimentum. 
When  other  civilised  nations  began 
to  grant  the  franchise  to  women,  it 
might  be  time  for  the  most  civilised 
nation  in  the  world  to  see  whether 
it  would  not  be  well  to  follow  their 
example.  Women  had  now  the  vote  in 
Wyoming,  and  formerly  in  Washing* 
ton,  but  when  the  latt^  was  formed 
into  a  State  the  Women's  Suffn^  Law 
was  repealed.  If  in  America,  where 
there  were  about  44  States,  only  the 
smallest  and  most  remote  had  adopted 
the  system,  that  was  considerable  reason 
why  we  should  hesitate  and  watch  what 
they  were  going  to  do  in  the  matter. 
Before  proceeding  further  he  would  like, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  to 
make  a  few  respectful  comments  on 
the  attitude  assumed  by  Members 
of  Parliament  on  this  question.  He 
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had  had  an  opportunity  on  this 
and  previous  oocasionB  of  convemng 
with  HembeTB  of  the  Houee,  and 
had  found  their  attitude  to  be  one 
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he 

of  considerable  doubt    In  fact,  many 
would    have    been    only   too  pleased 
if  the  Debate  of  yesterday  had  lasted 
ovOT   to-day.     He   did    not  wonder 
at    their   state    of    mind,    for  some- 
times  they  called  themselves  Wobblers, 
and    sometimes     Waverers,    but  he 
would  not  weary  the  House  with  par- 
ticular instancefl,  though  he  would  m«i- 
tiou  in  passing  one  hon.  Member  who, 
when  he  a^ed  him  if  he  was  going  to 
vote  for  the  Bill,  said,  "Yes,  to  please 
my  mother."    [Laui/hter.]    There  were 
al*3  a  large  number  who  said  they  would 
vote  for  the  Bill,  but  hoped  it  would  not 
pass,  or  would  vote  for  it  because  they 
had  a  number  of  womeo  bothering  them 
to  do  so.    He  had  also  a  very  good  iu- 
stftuce  which  would  give  rise  to  no  little 
surprise  if  he  ventured  to  mention  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member.      [An  hok. 
Mbudbb:   "Name."]    Ho,  he  was  not 
going  to  give  him  away.  [Laughter.] 
Ue  was  not  going  to  expose  him  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  women  he  had 
deluded  and  deceived.  [Laughter.]  What 
did  that  hon.  Member  tell  him  only  la«t 
Thursday  as  ever  was,  wheai  he  met  him 
in    the   Lobby?     The   hon.  Member 
was  in  the  House  now.  [Laughter.] 
He  said  to  him,  "  Are  you  an  advo- 
cate of  Women's  Suffrage! "  He  replied, 
"  Oh,  yee,  yea !  "   Then  he  looked  very 
solemn,  cast  his  eyes  up  to  the  ceiling, 
smote  thrice  upon  his  breast,  assumed 
the  attitude  of  the  poiitent  publican, 
and  said,  "  But  in  our  inmost  soul " — 
and    then     he    smote    his  breast 
agun    so    as    to    leave    no  doubt 
where  he  kept  his  soul — [laughter] — 
*'  in  our  inmost   soul  we  dislike  this 
Meixsure.    We  are  the  victims  of  per- 
tinacity. We  are  the  victims  of  the  im- 
portunate widow."     [Laughter.]  Then 
he  went  on  to  say,  "  More   than  this, 
I   will   give   you   what    I    think  a 
good  argument  to  use  against  it" — 
and  he  was  going  to  use  it.  He 
would    not    say    on    which    side  of 
the  House  that  hon.  Member  sat,  but  he 
could  see  him.    [Loud  laur/hter.]  The 
argument  was  this.    It  was  said  that 
several  of  the  Loaders  of  the  two  Parties 
in  the  House  were  in  favour  of  Women's 
Suffrage ;  yet  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  iS, 
Mr.  Raddiffe  Cooke. 


the  Leaden  of  the  two  great  Parties  had 
been  in  fovour  of  Women's  Suffrage,  and 
believed  there  was  a  feeling  in  the 
country  in  favour  of  it  commensurate 
with   the  talk   about  it,   they  would 
allow  the  mattw  to  remain  in  tiie  hands 
of  private  Members  f   Would  it  not  long 
before  this  have  formed  a  plank  in  some 
Government  platform  I     Was  it  to  be 
supposed  that  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
who  was  believed  to  be  in  fonnir  of 
this  movemrat,  would  have  taken  tiiat 
Wednesday  last  year  which  would  have 
afforded  so  favourable  an  opportunity  for 
the  discussion  of  this  Bill?    Would  the 
right  hon.  Gaitleman  not  have  spared 
that  one  day  if  he  had  had  any  real  belief 
that  either  his  followers  were  in  favour  of 
this  Bill,  or  that  there  was  any  consider- 
able body  of  opinion  in  the  coontiy  io 
its  favour  ?    He  thought  it  was  very  dis- 
honourable on  the  part  of  hon.  Members 
to  deceive  the  ladies  by  telling  them  thev 
would  vote  for  this  Measure  though  thc^ 
did  not  mtnt  it.    Now  he  would  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  progress  made  with 
the    movement.     The   two  fxrincipal 
Women's  Suffrage  Societies  into  whidi 
the  original  society  was  divided  had 
been  in  existence  for  30  years,  and  he 
hai  asked  the  Secretary  of  the  so-called 
Parliamentary  Committee,  Miss  Coaens — 
they  had  all  seen  her  outside  in  the 
Lobby — what  she  thought  was  the  cause 
why  the  original  society  ttos  dividedi  and 
her  reply  was  that  there  was  a  i^lit  on 
the  married  women.  He  knew  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion.     The  married 
women  said  they  would  not  be  ruled 
over   by   spinsters   and   widows,  and 
they    had   their   way,    but    the  real 
cause  of  the  division  was,  that  about 
eight  or  nine  years  ago  the  fortunes  of 
Woman  Suffrage  were  at  an  extreme^ 
low  ebb.  Many  branches  had  to  be  given 
up  because  no  women  attended  them. 
The  main  support  came  from  the  Radical 
side,  and  at  last  it  occurred  to  a'inilliant 
but  unscrupulous  genius  that  it  woolJ 
be  a  good  stroke  of  policy  if  they  could 
persuade   Liberal  associationa^ — purely 
poUtical  associations — to  become  affili- 
ated with  the  central  body  of  the 
Women's  Suffrage  Society.  That  scheme 
was  actually  carried  out,  but  at  the  ex- 
pense of  unity.     Why?    Because  some 
who  remained  in  the  old  society  said  it 
was  not  honourable  nor  honest,  He 
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found  in  the  report  of  the  Central  Na^ 
tional  Society  that  out  of  67  BOcietiee 
who  irere  olaimed  as  affiliated  with  the 
Suffrage  Society  only  11  were  Sufin^e 
Sodetiea,  and  56  were  Liberal  Associa- 
tions of  the  ordinary  stamp.    The  Par- 
liamentary Committee  appeared  to  have 
originated  at  Coi^leton,  in  Cheshire.  It 
did  not  flourish  there,  and  was  brought 
up    to    London,    and.    it  consisted 
for  some   time,    bo    he  undeivtood, 
of  Miss  Cozens,   the   secretary,  and 
her  mother.     There  was  no  office,  no 
officials,  and  no  money.    Now,  however, 
Uiere  was  an  imposing  list  of  officials, 
headed  by  their  old  friend  Sir  It.  Temple, 
whom  he  regretted  not  to  see  in  the 
House.     The  financial  condition  of  the 
society — which  he  thought  was,  after  all, 
the  great  test  of  the  vitality  of  a 
society — was   this ;    The   annual  sub- 
scriptions amounted  to  ^15   la.  6d., 
hut  the  expenditure  came  to  £26  Is.  9d. 
However,    there    was    a    balance  of 
£12  in  hand.     He  had  asked  Hiss 
Cosens  how  that  was  made  up,  and 
she  said  it  was  no  use  trying  to  get  sub- 
scriptions, so  they  had  a  baU  at  Kensing- 
ton Town  Hall,  by  which  they  raised 
£40.    He  would  now  turn  to  the  part  of 
the  country  which  was  the  most  favour- 
ably situated  in  connection  with  this 
movement — that  was  the  North  of  Eng- 
land, whose  centre  was  Manchester.  The 
Manchester   society   was   the  earliest 
founded  of  any.    It  was  founded  in  the 
year  18G7 — 30  years  ago.    It  was  greatly 
assisted  by  the  fact  thf^  Miss  Becker,  the 
mainstay  of  the  movement  up  there,  lived 
in  the  plaoe:     It  was  also  the  consti- 
tuency represented  by  the  Leader  of  the 
'House,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  favour 
of  the  movement.    He  would  point  out 
the  condition  of  that  Society.  Manchester 
was  a  city  of  530,000  inhabitants.  It  was 
difficult  to  be  closely  accurate  in  giving 
the  number  of  members  of  the  society,  be- 
cause he  observed  in  all  these  cases  where 
application  was  made   to  secretaries 
for  offidal  reports  giving  the  number 
of   members  of  their  societies,  there 
was  much  vagueness  in  their  replies. 
However,    he    had    endeavoured  to 
calculate    the    number    of  members 
of    the   Manchester   Society,    and  he 
found     that     in     a     population  of 
,')30,000   there   were   about  160  mem- 
bers all  told,  both  men  and  women, 
many  of  them  not  residing  in  Majachester 


at  all.  So,  roughly  speaking,  they  were  in 
a  proportion  of  about  1  to  3,600  of  the 
population,  and  that  in  a  part  of  England 
where  the  Society  had  been  loi^est  in 
existence.  In  these  circumstances  could  it 
be  said  that  public  feeling  had  been 
greatly  roused  in  Manchester,  or  that 
there  was  a  great  desire  for  the  grant  of 
these  privileges  to  the  sex  in  that  part  of 
the  world  1  Then  as  to  the  question  of 
finance.  In  what  condition  were  the 
imances  of  the  Suffrage  Society  in  Man- 
chester! Why,  the  ^iely  was  in  debt 
to  the  extent  of  £70  at  this  moment,  and 
yet  in  Manchester  there  were  plenty  of 
wealthy,  intelligent  women  who  were  sup- 
posed, according  to  the  supporters  of  this 
Bill,  to  be  pining  for  the  franchise.  How 
was  it  that  they  did  not  come  forward  to 
free  the  Society  from  the  burden  of  this 
debt,  planking  down  their  thousands,  and 
putting  the  Society  in  a  position  of  per- 
manent financial  security  1  But  there  was 
not  a  single  supporter  of  the  mov^ent  in 
Manchester  who  would  move  a  finger  to  re- 
lieve the  Society  from  this  burden  of  debt. 
But  if  the  parent  Society  in  Manchester 
langmshed,  what  about  the  branches,  of 
which  there  was  one  at  Rochdale  and 
another  at  Gorton  1  A  friend  of  his  i^Tote 
to  those  places  asking  what  the  position 
of  those  Societies  was,  and  what  was 
the  feeling  in  the  neighbourhood.  With 
reference  to  Rochdale,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  said :  — "  Thought  has  been 
stirred  in  the  town  on  the  question,  and 
we  have  enrolled  fresh  members."  Now 
this  stirring  of  thought  had  resulted  in 
the  expen^ture  of  £4  IDs.  4d.}  and  in 
receipts  of  £4  9s.  3d.  There  was  accord- 
ingly a  deficit  of  6s.  Id.,  which  the 
General  Committee  had  to  defray,  so  that 
the  Rochdale  branch  of  the  Society  was 
now  without  a  shilling  to  bless  itself  with. 
With  reference  to  Gorton,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  said: — "The  cause  of 
Women's  Suiffrage  is  slowly  gaining 
ground,  and  the  opinions  of  this  branch 
have  been  instrumental  in  some  degree 
in  forming  a  true  opinion  upon  the 
matter  here."  But  they  had  not  gone 
very  far  in  the  formation  of  a  true 
opinion,  for  the  total  income  of  the  year 
amounted  to  the  magnificent  sum  of  12b. 
The  management,  however,  cut  their  coat 
according  to  their  cloth,  and  spent  in  the 
year  exactly  the  same  sum.  They  were, 
however,  happier  than  the  Society  in 
Manchester,  in  that  they  were  not  in 
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debt.  To  Bum  up,  Manchester  was  in 
debt  to  the  sum  of  £70,  Rochdale  had 
not  a  single  shilling  to  bless  itself  with, 
and  Gorton  was  in  the  same  position. 
Yet  he  should  hare  supposed  that,  if  these 
opinions  were  really  spreading,  there 
would  have  been  people  in  both  those 
places  who  would  be  willing  to  give  some 
practical  expression  of  their  views,  and 
to  put  thMe  Sodeties  on  a  sound  foua- 
datioDt  thus  enabling  them  to  rouse 
publio  opinion,  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Now  he  would  go  to  another  place  in  the 
North  of  England.  In  Leeds  the  popula- 
tion was  402,500,  and  the  number  of 
members  there  was  about  113,  bearing 
the  same  proportion  to  the  population 
as  the  members  of  the  Society  did  to  the 
population  in  Manchester,  namely,  1  to 
every  3,500  inhabitants.  The  finances  of 
the  Society  in  Leeds,  the  report  said, 
were  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  he 
w&i  bound  to  say  they  were,  as  compared 
with  the  finances  elsewhere.  The  income  of 
this  Society  last  year  was  £7  68.  4d.,  and 
there  was  a  cash  balance  of  £2  lis.  6^d. 
That  appeared  to  bo  the  Society  in  the 
whole  of  this  part  of  the  country  which 
was  in  the  most  flourishing  condition. 
But  he  was  not  surprised  that  the  Secre- 
tary who  supplied  this  information  should 
say,  *'  Here  also  women  are  very  in- 
different ; "  so  they  were  not  only  in- 
differwt  in  Leeds  but  in  many  other 
places  ^80.  In  London  there  were  the  two 
parent  Societies,  and  he  lumped  their 
members  together,  although  it  was  very 
difficult  to  say  whether  they  were  resi- 
dents in  London  or  not.  It  was  clear 
that  many  were  not,  and  had  no  real 
coimection  with  London  ;  but  he  would 
give  the  Society  the  benefit  of  those  mem- 
bers, and  lumping  together  the  total 
number  of  members  of  the  two  parent 
Societies  in  London,  he  foimd  that  the 
proportion  of  members  of  this  Society  to 
the  population  was  1  to  half  a  million. 
So  this  movement  had  made  so  much  pro- 
gress that  one  pnrson  in  half  a  million 
would  subscribe  to  the  funds  of  the  insti- 
tution which  was  intended  to  promote  the 
cause.  If  it  were  said,  as  it  would  be 
probably,  that  this  view  was  the  view  of 
an  opponent,  and  possibly  a  biassed  indi- 
vidual, he  would  refer  to  what  the  most 
active  supporters  of  the  movement  said 
about  it  themselves.  Did  they  say  that 
much  substantia  progress  had  been 
made?  He  had  with  him  a  report  of  the 
Mr.  Badcliffe  Cooke. 


.National  Conference  of  the  Delegates  vi 
the  Women's  Suffrage  Societies  in  G/nA 
Britain  and  Ireland,  held  in  Birmingham 
in  October  last.  He  presumed  they  got 
together  there  the  most  representative 
body  they  could.  Affixed  to  this  report 
was  a  map  of  England,  which  he  in 
his  hand.  The  dark  places  on  the  map 
were  the  names  of  places  where  meetingi 
had  been  held  dming  the  last  few  jreen— 
drawing-room  meetings,  and  so  on.  Hen 
was  Manchester,  where  so  much  good 
work  was  sud  to  have  been  done,  aad 
Iieeds,  and  Gorton,  and  Rochdale.  Hiese 
were  marked  very  black.  All  the  rest 
of  England  was  almost  wholly  blank 
The  supporters  of  the  movement 
did  not  seem  to  be  altogether  satis- 
fied with  the  condition  of  the  country. 
They  did  not  think  that  it  had  been  quite 
sufficiently  well  worked,  and  they  had 
drawn  up  a  smaller  map,  which  he  held 
in  his  hand.  On  this,  as  would  be  sees, 
they  proposed  to  divide  England  into  dis- 
tricts, to  be  oi^anised  by  paid  organisen. 
Well,  they  had  £2  lis.  5d.  in  Leeds, 
which  would  go  some  way  to  jMiy  them, 
he  supposed.  Where  the  rest  of  the 
money  was  to  come  from  he  did  not 
know.  He  would  say  as  regarded  that  map 
that  it  was  as  blank  as  a  map  of  Africa 
used  to  be.  So  here  was  a  great  cotnd- 
tutional  Station  for  conferring  ne« 
rights  upon  people  who  had  never  had 
tlmm  before,  and  who  inhabited  {daces 
where  they  luid  never  even  heard  of  those 
rights,  never  had  been  approached  on  the 
subject,  and  knew  nothing  about  it. 
The  first  reference  he  shoudd  make  to 
the  speeches  delivered  at  this  Women's 
Suffrage  Meeting,  in  October  last, 
was  to  the  speech  of  the  principal 
speaker — a  Mrs.  Thomas  Taylor.  She 
made  an  earnest  speech*  ft  speech  whkh 
was  referred  to  as  being  the  moat  inter- 
esting and  practical  speech  those  preseat 
had  ever  heard.  Slw  wanted  to  know 
how  it  was  that  Women's  SuffiiBge  had 
not  made  the  progress  that  some  of  its 
frioids  wished  it  had  made,  and  dw 
said:  — 

"  We  must  seek  for  tbe  real  reasons  why  w 
have  not  yet  got  the  Suffrage,  and  amongst  iJ! 
those  that  are  hurled  at  our  beads  by  Meaub  or 
foes,  only  one  to  iny  niiad  really  hits  tl>e  nal 
on  the  bead.  It  is  this :  '  you  have  not  got  tka 
great  mass  of  women  with  you.  Tbe  nwionty 
of  women  do  not  really  care  about  the  So^wgc-' 
That  I  think  we  mint  ail  admit  is  true.  Tfam 
ore  hundreds  and  tbonsondt  ^  wuaea  wlv  ds 
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can  for  the  Suffrage,  bat  there  ue  mUlious — 
Kpmk  adviMdly — 

and  this  was  a  woman  who  knew  all 
about  it  and  who  had  been  all  oyer  the 
country  propagating  the  faith — 

"  miltioiu  wlio  not  only  do  not  care,  but  who 
havQ  maay  of  them  never  heard  of  it,  and  who 
coiAinty  do  not  realise  what  it  meaiu." 

So  that  HouBe  was  actually  asked  to 
grant  the  snfirage  to  mUiiong  of  women 
who  knew  uothing  about  it,  and  did  not 
care  for  it.  Then  Mrs.  Taylor  referred 
to  the  map  he  bad  shown  to  the  House, 
aud  said :  — 

"Look  at  Cumberland,  at  Lincoln,  at  Devon- 
shire. What  do  aU  those  blank  spaces  mean 
bat  that  Vbtre  are  no  Suffrage  women  tboe,  or 
only  a  few  ieolated  individuals.  If  all  the 
marked  places  may  be  taken  as  centres  of  life, 
all  those  blank  spaces  are  realms  of  darkness, 
heathen  lands  so  far  as  Women's  Suffrage  is 
concerned.  What  diance,  I  ads  yon,  have  we  of 
getting  Women's  SnfErage"— 

thia  was  what  the  Women's  Society,  the 
active  supporters  of  the  movemeut  said, 
who  knew  all  about  it^ 

"  wliat  chance  have  we  of  getting  Women's 
Suffrage  or  of  having  numbers  of  women  at 
elections  pressing  M.P.'h  for  the  Suffrage, 
when  we  liave  all  that  much  country  uncon- 
cerned about  it — ^unconverted." 

So  what  they  were  asked  to  do  was  to 
give  to  that  large  country,  that  uncon- 
verted land,  the  SufErage,  and  there  were 
gentlemen  who  would  actually  do  so,  and 
who  were  ready  to  take  a  leap  into  the 
realm  of  darkness,  to  use  this  good  lady's 
phrase.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  folbwed  by  a 
iady  of  distinction,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Arthur 
Lyttleton,  who,  after  addressing  Mrs. 
Taylor,  and  thoroughly  agreeing  with  the 
;ruth  and  accm-acy  of  the  observations 
:hat  had  fallen  from  her,  spoke  as 
ollows :  — 

*'  I^t  alt  those  anxious  for  t^e  amelioration 
yi  the  positjon  of  women,  in  whatever  depart- 
itent  of  life  it  may  be,  put  aside  their  differ- 
incea,  and  agree  to  some  such  scheme  as  that 
ud  before  ns  to-day,  which  will,  as  we  hope, 
nsnre  that  every  man  and  woman  in  England 
rill  be  made  acquainted  with  what  we  seek. 
^^1111  will  enable  us  to  have  a  definite  plan  to 
Hit  before  onr  supporters,  many  of  whom  have 
ontributed  to  the  Suffrage  movement  during 
be  loet  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and  who 
re  growing  tired  of  giving,  fur  as  they  say, 
'e  seem  no  nearer  to  our  goaL" 

No  nearer  our  goal!'*  Aud  his  hon. 
''rieiid.  pretended  to  think  they  had 


reached  it  when  he  knew  perfectly  well 
they  had  not  even  made  a  start  for  the 
race  that  was  set  before  them.  He 
would  give  the  House  one  more  quota- 
tion, and  then,  he  had  done.  Mrs. 
Lyttleton  was  followed  by  Mrs. 
Scatchherd,  who  also  spoke  with  such 
becoming  frankuess  that  he  would  ven- 
ture to  read  one  passage,  the  last  ouo 
he  should  read  from  the  Report: — 

"  Tlie  question  is,"  asks  this  good  lady, 
"  what  are  we  to  do  now?  It  is  useless  merely 
to  aay  pleasant  things ;  we  must  speak  the  truth 
and  face  the  situation.  Our  experience  then  is 
that  the  day  of  the  average  public  meeting 
which  we  have  been  holding  for  the  last  fifteen 
years  is  practically  over  aud  that  drawinc- 
room  meetings  are  also  becoming  thingsof  the 
past  What  did  you  get  at  these  meetinnt  A 
resolution  passed  in  favour  of  the  Simrage. 
What  next:  Well,  nothing — nothing  practical. 
You  get  an  expression  of  approval,  intellectual 
approval ;  but  that  is  vastly  diSwent  from  con- 
viction." 

They  had  it  then  that  the  day  of  the 
average  public  meeting  held  in  Man- 
chester, Leeds,  or  at  the  Oxford  Confer- 
ence, which  the  ladies  hod  been  holding 
for  the  last  15  years,  was  practically 
over,  aud  that  the  drawing-room  meeting 
was  also  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past. 
The  drawing-room  meeting  of  his  day 
vf&s  sometimes  of  a  singular  complexion. 
The  ladies  used  to  think  then  that  it 
was  desirable  to  try  and  get  up  some 
kind  of  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
Women's  Suffrage,  ifor  although  they 
were  all  women  they  were  of  one  mind 
in  one  house,  and  they  could  not  get 
th«n  to  advocate  the  question  with  any 
show  of  argument  on  behalf  of  the  un- 
fortunate men.  What  they  did,  there- 
fore, was  this.  In  order  to  make  the 
meeting  more  agreeable  they  used  to 
borrow  a  couple  of  barristers  and  invite 
them  to  come  and  say  what  they  had  to 
say  on  behalf  of  their  own  degraded  sex. 
He  knew  this,  because  he  bad  been 
"  borrowed,"  and  he  had  made  re- 
marks that  were  not  received  iu 
the  cordial  spirit  in  which  they  had 
been  offered.  [Laughter.]  He  knew 
also  the  exaggerated  mode  in  which  the 
resolutions  were  passed,  and  how  the 
meetings  were  put  in  the  Press.  ,H6  met 
the  same  speakers  over  and  over  again ; 
the  same  oi-ganisers,  such  as  Miss  iBecker, 
Miss  Tod,  Miss  Orme.  If  the  front  drawiog- 
room  was  nearly  full  then  the  meeting 
was  described  as  "  a  tiue  display  of  public 
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feeling ;  "  if  the  front  drawin^room  was 
quite  full,  and  the  folding  doors  were 
thrown  open,  and  the  little  back  drawing- 
room  nearly  full,  too,  then  the  assembly 
assumed  the  character  of  a  national  de- 
monstration. [Laughter.]  Those  meet> 
ings  were  industriously  reported  through- 
out the  country,  until  at  last  people 
began  to  say  that  there  must  be  some- 
thing in  the  movement,  whereas,  if  they 
wwe  behind  the  scenes  they  would  know 
perfectly  well  that  it  was  a  "  put-up  job," 
that  it  was  a  manufactured  article,  and 
that  the  people  who  promoted  it  were  "  a 
stage  army."  [Laughter.]  It  was  the 
same  now.  The  Report  of  the  National 
Society  for  Women's  Suffrage,  1894,  con- 
tained a  list  of  meetings  which  were  held 
■ — 78  in  ,  all,  of  which  25  were  drawing- 
room  meetings.  There  was  a  drawing- 
room  meeting  by  invitation  of  Miss 
Tickell ;  a  drawing-room  meeting  by  invi- 
tation of  Mrs.  Algernon  Joy,  with  Mr, 
Joy  in  the  chair ;  and  of  these  meetings 
Mrs.  Fawcett,  the  hon.  secretary,  ad- 
dressed 34,  Miss  Blackburn  10,  and  Miss 
Mordan  8,  and  all  these  women  made 
one  attempt  after  uiother  at  difEerent 
meetings  to  endeavour  to  excite  enthu- 
siasm among  their  frieiids  in  favour  of 
this  movement.  In  the  North,  the 
manifestations  were  the  same.  Out  of 
34  meetings  held  in  the  year  ending 
October  last,  the  "  stage  army  "  was  again 
to  the  front.  Mrs.  Philip  addressed  16 
meetings,  Miss  Hodgson  and  Miss 
Edwards  each  7. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber 
land,  Cockermouth)  rose  to  order,  and 
asked  whether  the  hon.  Member  was 
speaking  to  the  question  before  the 
Hotuel 

*Mb.  SPEAKKR  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
w.thin  the  limits  of  order,  though  per^ 
haps  somewhat  discureive. 

*Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  said  he  was 
employing  all  these  quotations  as  an  illus- 
tration to  show  how  the  movement  in 
favour  of  Women's  Suffrage  was  got  up, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  endeavouring  to 
support  the  arguments  wit^  which  he 
beigan — ^that  th^  was  no  sufficient 
demand  for  the  Franchise  among  women  ; 
and  that  the  demand  was  supported  by 
meetings  organised  and  got  up  in  this 
way  was  no  true  demand,  and  in  order  to 
show  what  the  nature  of  the  meetings 
was.  He  said  now,  as  he  said  before, 
that  it  was  a  "  stage  army  "  that  went 

Afr.  Radcliffe  Cooke. 


about  the  country ;  whweas  now  tii^ 
had  Mrs.  Fawcett  and  other  ladin  goii^ 
from  place  to  place  about  the  coontiy 
endeavouring  to  promote  the  movemrat, 
so  then  they  had  Miss  Becker,  UIss  Tod, 
and  Hiss  Orme  following  the  same  jin- 

Mr.'w.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  a):  li 
it  right,  Sir,  that  all  the  names  of  tboK 
ladies  should  be  dragged  into  tiiu  cod- 
troverev  J  \Cheer$.] 
*Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  is  not  a  questioB 
of  order. 

Mb.  W.  JOHNSTON:  It  is  veiy  bid 

*Mb.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  said  it  wi 
a  matter  of  purely  good  or  bad  tasted  if 
the  hon.  €}entlemiui  liked,  when  he  men- 
tioned that  a  lady  attended  60  meeting!, 
that  the  women  had  a  publio  meriins 
here  and  a  public  meeting  there,  and  HaaX 
certain  ladies  attended  so  many  public 
meetings,  and  he  mentioned  them  tn* 
name.  Was  it  wrong  to  say  thatt  Was 
it  a  question  of  bad  taste?  How  cooM 
he  show  how  a  movement  of  this  kind 
was  organised  unless  he  mentioned  tbe 
organisers  by  name?  Was  it  bad  taste 
to  mention  that?  No;  he  thoufi^t  n 
was  good  aigument.  He  considered  that 
Mrs.  RuBseU-Oooke  formed  a  very  gooil 
juc^ment  of  the  opinion  of  the  members 
of  the  House  when  she  said :  — 

"  I  am  under  tbe  impressjon,  tboufh  I  imld 
not  ssy  it  to  everyom,  that,  altbougo  we  mm- 
times  attack  Members  of  ParUament,  tbm  b 
on  tbe  wbole  a  larger  proportion  of  opnioB  b 
favom*  of  Women's  Suffrage  in  tbe  Hook  ^ 
Commons  tban  tbere  is  in  tbe  countiy;  asd 
that  is  wby  Monbers  are  so  slack  abont  pittiiE 
tbeir  professioni  into  actoil  praetioe." 

He  had  shown  the  plan  of  campai^ 
and  the  war  chest  at  Leeds;  sn 
he  said  that  the  position  of  the  moT^ 

ment  in  this  country  did  not  as  jet 
warrant  the  introduction  of  any  BiB  ^ 
any  sort  or  kind  granting  the  Suffrage  to 
Women.  [CA^crs.]  If  he  were  condart- 
iug  a  ease  in  Court  he  should  stop  hoe- 
He  should  submit  that  there  was  w 
case ;  or  if  it  went  to  the  jorr, 
he  should  rest  content  with  the 
facts  he  had  proved  and  should 
decline  to  address  thmi.  But  he  thonglit 
it  due  to  his  hon.  Friend  who  Inoagbt 
forward  the  question,  and  in  considen- 
tion  of  the  strong  views  held  by  tOBX 
hon.  Members  on  the  subject,  to  ventorr, 
with  the  permissi  jn  of  the  Hous^  on  • 
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rather  dry  disquisition  while  making  the 
endeavour  to  prove  the  second  head  of 
the  argument  with  which  he  started, 
Ddinelj,  that  it  was  unjust  to  grant 
Women's  Suffra^^e.    Might  he  be  allowed 
to  preface  the  observations  on  this  head 
with  some  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the 
Franchise?   This  Measure         said  to 
be  intended  to  give  the  vote  to  duly- 
qualified  womwi,  that  was  to  say  women 
who  bad  some  sort  of  property  qualificar 
tion.   Stress  was  laid  by  his  hon.  Friend 
on  the  intelligence  of  women,  and  this 
was  a  point  which  was  made  much  of, 
and  would   be  again,   by  sulraequent 
speakers.   He  granted  that  intelligence 
as  fully  as  ever  the  hon.  Member  could 
wish,  but  intelligence  had  nothing  to  do 
with  this  question,  except  that  the  voter 
must  not  be  deficient  in  ordinary  human 
capacity^  must  not  be  a  lunatic  or  an 
idiot.   But  intelligence,  whether  good, 
bad,  or  indiffwent,  was  not  a  qualifica- 
tion, for  the  simple  reason  that  they  could 
not  test  it  where  millions  were  con- 
cerned.  Mr.  Mill,  an  early  and  oonsis- 
tent  advocate  of  what  he  called  the 
eanancipation  of  woman,  desired  such  a 
test,  but  he  abandoned  all  notion  of  it 
on  the  ground  of  its  impracticability. 
Examinations  formed  some  test,  and  thrty 
had  the  University  vote  so  tested,  but 
this,  too,  as  a  test,  was  becoming  dis- 
credited.  Therefore,  the  highly  intelli- 
gent widow  with  a  lowly,  intelligent  ooachr 
man,  had  no  cause  911^  intelligenoe  to 
complain  because  he  had  a  vote  and  she 
had  not.  But  it  was  said  that  the  highly- 
intelt^nt  widow  had  a  lai^e  property 
and  the  non-intelligent  coachman  none ; 
but  on  the  score  of  intelligence  she  had 
no    claim    for    special  consideration, 
because  to  put  her  on  ^  equality  with 
the  coachman  she  ought  to  have  a  pro- 
portion of  votes  equivalent  to  the  extent 
in  which  her  intelligence  exceeded  his. 
[Laughter.^    It  would  be  said  also  Uiat 
there  were  many  women  possessed  of  a 
large  amount  of  property,  but  neither 
was  property  in  itself  a  qualification. 
It  was  not  the  house,  the  sticks  and  the 
■tones,  that  voted  ;  this  property  was  only 
i.n.  indication  of  the  position  in  the  com- 
nunity  held  by  the  owner  of  it ;  it  was 
in  outward  and  visible  sign  that  he  had 
lome    interest  in  the  country.  But 
^ropeorty  was  not  the  only  indication, 
knd  as  an  indication  it  was  rapidly  falling 
nto  disrepute.    Indeed,  th^  proposed 


jto  take  away  from  the  owners  of 
property  the  very  property  qualification 
and  votes  which  they  now  enjoyed. 
Services  were  a  qualification,  a  lodging 
was  a  qualification,  and  the  Like.  Now, 
what  sort  of  position  did  these  indications 
denote?  He  thought  it  was  this,  that 
the  subject  of  them  was  not  a  mere 
casual,  not  a  mere  waif  and  stray. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  foot  that  there  are  not  40  Members 
present. 

After  the  usual  interval,  a  quorum  was 
found  to  be  present. 

*Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  said  all  the 
qualifications  he  had  mentioned  were  in- 
dications of  some  stability  on  the  part  of 
the  votra-,  or  led  to  some  presmnption  that 
he  had  some  interest  in  some  place  for 
some  time,  and  therefore  was  likely  to  be 
engaged  in  the  duties  of  a  citizen.  Under- 
lying all  these  qualifications  or  indica- 
tions was  the  suggestion  or  presumption 
of  work.  Position  in  the  commxmity, 
with  the  ever  underlying  accompaniment 
of  work,  was  in  his  judgment  the  true 
qualification  for  the  exercise  of  the  fran- 
chise. Now  women,  like  men,  had  posi- 
tion in  the  community — ^married  women 
the  best  and  most  stable  of  all  positions, 
and  they  had  their  sphere  of  work ;  but 
E^ain,  with  insignificant  exceptions,  their 
sphere  of  work  was  different  from  that 
of  men.  It  had  no  direct  relation  as 
men's  work  had  to  the  principal  func- 
tions of  this  House,  and  the  reasons  for 
the  existence  of  this  House.  In  a  word, 
the  question  resolved  itself  into  a  ques- 
tion of  sex.  Look  around.  This  build- 
ing, in  which  this  room,  from  its  associa- 
tions and  use,  was  the  most  noteworthy 
feature,  was  raised  by  the  labours  of 
men.  He  went  forth  into  this  great  city 
and  found  that  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  thereof  not  one  brick  nor 
one  stone  was  laid  on  but  l>y  the  hands 
of  men.  All  those  great  arteries  of  com- 
munication which  constitute  what  Lord 
Bacon  called  the  essentials  to  the  great- 
ness and  wealth  of  a  nation — easy  con- 
veyance of  men  and  goods  from  place  to 
place — ^had  been  made  and  were  main- 
tained by  men  who,  in  like  manner,  con- 
duct the  traffic  over  them,  and  devise  the 
complex  system  wherel^  such  traffic  was 
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regulated.  All  our  manufoctoriee  in 
which  the  produce  of  the  earth  was  con- 
verted into  wealth  for  the  use  of  man- 
kind, and  all  the  machinery  therein,  had 
been  erected  and  were  kept  going  by 
men.  Go  to  our  great  ports  and  Bee 
how  TQSt  waa  the  foreign  trade  of  this 
country,  and  how  all  the  laborious  part 
of  it  was  carried  on  by  men.  Who  went 
down  to  the  sea  in  ships  and  saw  the 
wonders  fmd  braved  the  dai^ws  of  the 
deep?  Men.  Who  navigated  over  track- 
less oceans?  That  vast  marine  which 
brought  wealth  and  comfort  to  every 
home.  Who  founded  the  great  Empire 
of  which  this  kingdom  was  the  heart? 
Men.  That  "  morning  drum  beat  which," 
as  had  been  well  said,  "  following  the  sun 
and  keeping  company  with  the  hours, 
encircles  the  earth  with  one  unbroken 
strain  of  the  martial  airs  of  England," 
wakened  whom?  Men.  [An  Hon.  Mbu- 
bbb:  "Who  nursed  you?"J  Who 
secured  to  us  the  fruits  of  toil  and  safe- 
guarded us  in  our  seargirt  itlel  Men. 
What  was  the  outcome  of  all  these  un- 
ceasing and  ever  increasing  labours  of 
men?  [Mr.  Allan  (Gateshead) :  "  Child- 
ren."] Our  existence  here  to-day  as  a 
social  and  civilised  community.  And 
what  did  asocial  and  civilised  community 
involve  and  require?  Laws,  whereby  its 
complex  system  might  be  regulated.  And 
laws  made  by  whom?  By  Parliament. 
[Crietof  "  Order  I"J 

*MiL  SPEAKER :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  address  himself  more  directly 
to  the  question.  [Cheers.] 

*Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE:  Oh!  I 
must  have  egregiously  failed  to  make 
myself  clear.  [Cheers  and  laughter.] 
What  he  was  arguing  was  this,  that  as 
all  the  material  framework  of  society, 
all  that  enabled  this  country  to  be  a 
social  and  civilised  community,  was  made 
and  executed  by  men,  so  they  ought  to 
govern  it.  That  this  point  was  a  good 
one  was  plain  from  the  efforts  which  the 
supporters  of  Uie  Women's  Suffrage  move- 
ment had  made  from  time  to  time  to 
show  that  women  could  do  the  work  of 
men.  In  the  Women's  Suffrage  Jour- 
nal, conducted  by  Miss  Becker,  a  number 
of  instances  were  cited  of  cases  in  which 
women  performed  the  work  of  men.  From 
that  he  gathered  that  there  were  a  few 
women  who  superintend  lighthouses  in. 
Americat  a  few  women  who  navigate  small 
coasting  vessels,  and  that  there  is  at  least 

Mr.  Radcliffe  Coohe. 


one  woman  pilot   somewhere   on  the 
Welsh  coast.     She  even  went  to  the 
extent  of   instancing  women  criminals 
where  the    crime    committed    was,  if 
he    might    bo    say,   of    a  masculine 
character,  such  as  burglary,  and  she 
included  these  as  instances  of  women 
being  equal  to  men.    In  this  day  her 
example  in  this  last  mentioned  re- 
spect was  followed  hj  her  saoeesam, 
for  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Wome»s 
Signal  there  was  an  instance  given  of  a 
young    woman    houBe1»eaker  whidi 
was  given  as   an  instance  of  women 
being   physically   the   equal  of  men. 
The  pit-brow  girls  were  used  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Women's  Suffrage  Move- 
ment for  that  particular  purpose.  Their 
was  a  deputation  to  a  former  Home  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Matthews)  requesting  him  to  in- 
clude these  girk  in.  his  Bill  and  prohibic 
them  from  working  as  described,  on  the 
ground  that  the  work  was  hard  axkd  un- 
womanly.   A  deputation  of  those  nme 
girls  attended  this  House  in  their  pit^ 
resque  garb,  and  by  wh(nn  was  it  led? 
By  the  leaders  of  the  Women's  Suffrage 
Movement,  who  had  declared  that  the 
reason  why  they  supported  the  claim  of 
these  women  to  do  this  hard  and  un- 
womanly work  was,  that  it  showed  vromes 
were  physically  the  equals  of  men^  and 
could  do  the  same  hard  work  aa  men,  and 
that  that  was  the  strongest  argument  in 
favour  of  granting  them  the  suffrage.  He 
did  not  see,  at  present}  any  prospect  of 
putting  the  two  sexes  on  an  Quality. 
No  one  could  set  bounds  to  the  march  oi 
intellect  or  the  discoveries  of  scientific 
men ;  but  he  could  see  no  chance  of  the 
human  race  being  propagated  in  any 
other  mode  than  that  with  which  they 
were  familiar.  [Cries  of  "  Oh  1 "]  Look- 
ing around  them  as  they  walked  through 
the   streets,   and   observing   how  tbe 
standard  of  height  of  women  had  risen 
as  compared  with  the  standard  of  hai^ 
among  men,  one  might  possiUy  expect 
the  time  when  the  eqiuUty  of  womca 
and  men  would  be  physically,  and,  si 
regards  stature,  an  established  fact ;  or, 
possibly,  as  was  the  case  with  birds  oi 
prey,  the  female  might  become  ultinoat^ 
bigger  tlian  the  male,  and   then  izmb 
would  have  to  take  a  back  seat.  B(K 
xmtil  this  physical  alteration  was  effected 
he  should  be  a  convinced  opponent  ol  this 
Measure,  and  if  ever  he  happened  to  fas 
in  the  House  of  Commons  vhoi  it 
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bnmght  fonrerd,  if  he  did  not  more  its 
rejection  he  should,  at  any  rate,  vote 
&g^nst  it. 

On  Uie  return  of  Mr.  Spbakbr  after  the 
usual  interval, 

Me.  henry  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) said  he  was  sorry  that  an  im- 
portant question  such  as  this  was  should 
be  grated  with  a  certain  amount  of 
levity  hy  l^e  House.  He  would  ask  the 
House  to  look  at  it  in  its  serious  aspect. 
The  hoD.  Gentleman  who  moved  this  Bill 
apologised  for  being  the  only  Scotchman 
whose  name  was  upon  the  back  of  the 
Bill.  What  surprised  him  was  that  there 
was  one  Scotchman  who  would  put  his 
name  on  the  back  of  the  Bill,  because  in 
his  youth  he  had  been  nurtured  on  the 
works  of  John  Enox,  and  he  remem- 
bered especially  one  of  John  Knox's  works, 
which  was  "The  Blast  of  the  Trumpet 
against  the  monstrous  regimen  of  women." 
If  Scotchm«i  had  any  rrapect  for  that 
great  man — whom  they  all  respected  in 
England — he  was  convinced  that  they 
would  not  say  that  John  Knar's  views 
were  to  be  set  aside  on  account  of  any- 
thing that  might  be  said  by  recreant 
Scotchmen — ^he  did  not  use  the  word  in 
any  invidious  sense.  It  wtia  30  years 
ago,  he  thought,  when  this  question  was 
iu-st  Bubmitt^  to  the  House  of  Commons 
by  Mr.  John  Stuart  MilL  About  50 
Membm  voted  in  favour  of  it;  but  he 
rmaembOTed  that  it  was  r^uded  by 
every  Member  who  went  into  the  Ix>bby 
as  a  huge  joke.  He  was  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  there  was  not  one  Gentleman 
in  the  House  who  voted  on  that  occasion 
who  took  the  thing  seriously,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Mill  himself.  [Sir  C. 
DitKB :  "  Mr.  Bright."]  His  right  hon. 
Friend  said  Mr.  Bright.  He  himself  hap- 
pened to  be  sittii^  down  in.  the  smoking 
room  with  Mr.  John  Bright  while  the  dis- 
cossioQ  was  going  on,  and  Mr.  Bright 
said,  "  I  suppose  we  must  give  John  Mill 
a  vote,  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  am 
stron^y  in  favour  of  giving  votes  to 
women,"  and  on  subsequent  occasions  he 
had  told  him  that  he  regretted  on  that 
occasion  that  he  did  give  a  vote  for  it. 
He  hoped  hon.  Genfiemen,  therefore, 
would  think  well  before  they  voted.  He 
admitted  that,  foolishly,  looking  upon 
tihe  thing  as  a  joke,  he  went  into  the 
Lobl^  as  me  of  those  50  Members ;  aod 


it  was  because  he  might  have  done  some 
evil  upon  that  occasion  that  he  had  made 
it  his  special  duty  to  show  his  repentance 
by  doing  what  he  could  ever  since  to  pre- 
vent women  having  votes.  It  was  said 
that  this  was  a  woman's  question ;  but 
he  ventured  to  point  out  that  it  was  also 
a  man's  question.  As  a  man,  he  objected 
to  petticoat  government,  and  he  also 
spoke  for  the  vast  majority  of  women, 
who  recognised  that  they  were  not  fitted 
to  govern  in  that  House,  and  did  not 
wish  to.  [Cries  of  "  Oh  I "]  He  was 
obliged  to  call  attention  to  the  tactics 
pursued  on  this  occasion.  They  seemed 
to  him  to  be  essentially  feminine,  and 
they  were  a  forecast  of  what  they  might 
expect  if  this  vote  was  carried  and  women 
were  allowed  to  exercise  paramount  in- 
fluence on  the  affairs  of  the  country. 
He  gathered  from  what  fell  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Bill  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
procscd  with  the  £.ill.  [Mr.  FArnvrnji 
BaoQ :  made  no  such  statement."]  Did 
he  understand  the  hoti  Gentleman  dis- 
tinctly to  say  that  he  intended  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Third  Reading  of  this  Billl 
[Mr.  Faithpull  BBoa :  "Yes."]  The  hon. 
Gentleman  divided  different  political 
opinions  into  three  categories ;  one  was 
as  to  subjects  that  no  one  could  under- 
stand, and  he  proceeded  to  tell  them  that 
this  Bill  was  one  of  the  subjects  which 
he  could  not  understand.  He  had  said 
that  the  phraseology  of  the  Bill  might 
be  bad,  that  evezything  in  the  Bill  m^ht 
be  bad,  but  that  he  did  not  trouble  him- 
self with  the  cobwebs  of  phraseology. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  himself  that 
a  lady  must  have  drawn  "x>  this  BilL  He 
saw  the  names  of  the  ri'^iit  hon.  Member 
for  the  Liskeard  Division,  of  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  on  this  side  of  the  House* 
and  of  other  equally  eminent  Gentlemen 
upon  it,  but  he  should  like  to  ask  these 
Gentlemen  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  it  whether  they  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  drawing  up  of  the  Bill?  The 
hon.  Gentleman's  silence  gave  consent. 
He  should  like  to  know  whether  he  ever 
took  the  trouble  to  read  the  Bill  before 
it  was  in  print.    No,  he  did  not. 

Mb.  FAITHFULL  BEGG:  I  be^  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  I  am  entirely 
responsible  for  the  phraseology  of  the 
Bill  so  far  as  a  layman  can  be  responsible 
for  k  document  of  this  kind. 
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Mr.  LABOUCUERE  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman  made  his  poBition  worse.  He 
said  he  did  read  the  Bill,  but  he  had  told 
them  that  he  did  not  UDdentaud  it,  and 
be  calmly  put  it  before  them  without 
understanding  what  it  meant.  The 
words  of  the  Bill  were,  that  ou  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act  every  woman  who 
is  an  inhabitant,  occupier  or  tenant  of 
any  dwelling  place,  tenement  or  building 
within  the  borough  or  county  where  such 
occupation  exists  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
r^sterel  as  a  voter.  There  was  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  ingenuous  cunning  in 
these  word8,if  lie  might  say  so.  There  were 
two  asBociationa  for  Women  Suffrage, 
and  there  was  a  dispute  going  on  between 
the  women  suffragists.  Some  desired 
that  married  women  should  have  votes ; 
others  desired  that  married  women  should 
not  have  votes.  So  far  aa  he  could  see — 
and  he  had  taken  the  opinion  of  eminent 
lawyers — this  Bill  would  not  give  mar- 
ried women  votes,  although  it  was  in- 
tended by  it  to  give  married  women 
votes.  Surely  they  ought  to  know 
whether  this  Bill  did  give  married  women 
votes  or  did  not.  If  this  were  a  Bill  for 
men,  would  they  for  a  moment  go  on 
with  it  without  clearly  understanding  so 
essential  a  point  as  whether  Uiey  gave 
to  one-half  of  the  men  whom  they  were 
going  to  enfranchise  a  vote  or  not  ?  The 
Bill  went  on  to  say  that  women  should 
be  entitled  to  be  registered,  but  it  did 
not  state  what  were  to  be  the  conditions 
of  registration.  They  knew,  in  regard 
to  men,  that  there  were  certain  condi- 
tions which  had  to  be  fulfilled  in  order  to 
enable  a  man  to  be  on  the  register.  One 
condition  was  the  question  of  time ;  but 
here  there  was  to  be  no  time.  Does  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wish  to  place  women  in 
a  different  position  to  men  I  He  did  not 
think  he  did ;  and  therefore  he  hudly 
thought  that  he  did  read  this  Bill  before 
it  was  printed,  or  if  he  did  so,  that  he 
did  not  read  it  with  any  very  great  care. 
The  last  clause  of  the  Bill  said,  "Pro- 
vided always  that  such  woman  is  not 
subject  to  any  legal  incapacity  which 
would  disqualify  a  man  voter."  Now, 
what  were  the  legal  incapacities  at  the 
present  moment  1  That  a  man  must  not 
be  an  alien,  a  lunatic,  an  idiot — or  a 
Peer.  There  was  actually  inserted  in 
this  remarkable  Bill  a  special  olauie  to 
make  a  distinctjon  between  men  and 
women,  and  to  say  that  idiot,  alien,  or 


lunatic  women,  and  Peeresses  in  their 
own  right,  were  to  have  a  vote.  He  did 
think  that  a  Bill  ought  to  be  drawn  op 
in  a  more  practical  manner  before  tb^ 
discussed  it.  

Mb.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  thou^  the 
phraseology  of  the  Bill  was  perfect^ 
clear ;  the  object  was  to  attach  to  womn 
precisely  the  same  disalnlity  as  m 
attached  to  men. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  asked  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  whatever  his  opinion  wai, 
to  look  at  the  words  he  had  quoted. 
The  male  voter  was  subject  to  the  tnc^ 
city  he  had  pointed  out,  but  the  Bill  dit- 
tinctly  said  that  a  woman  was  not  to  be. 
["Oh,  ohl"]  WeU,  grammar  was  the 
same  whethw  it  applied  to  men  or  vd- 
VMm.  So  far  as  he  could  see^  the  onlj 
women  who  would  be  enfranchised  ^ 
this  Bill  would  be  widows  and  spinstm 
who  lived  alone  and  had  some  little  shop. 
It  was  a  thorough  property  qualificatioB 
Bill,  and,  therefore,  he  should  be  m- 
prised  if  many  hon.  Gentlemen  on  hit 
own  side  voted  for  it^  Thej  had  huid 
of  the  two  million  toilii^  women,  tot 
they  were  not  the  peraons  who  woidd  Is 
enfranchised,  so  that  the  -v&rf  clan  of 
women  for  whose  sake  hon.  Friends  (A 
his  had  advocated  female  suffrage  would 
not  be  benefited  by  this  Measure.  Verj 
possibly  his  argument  did  not  affect  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  He  had 
been  very  glad  to  notice  on  the  otha 
side  in  the  present  House  of  Commou 
80  many  young  women — so  many  young 
men.  [Laughter.^  If  he  ignored  thar 
initifd  ^ror  in  being  Conservatives  he  hsd 
found  them  manly  and  independent  in 
tho  views  they  expressed,  and  he  wished 
to  address  a  few  remarks  to  them.  His 
right  hon.  Friraid  the  Member  for  the 
Forest,  of  Dean  had  brought  in  a  Bill 
which  provided  that  evory  man  and  vo- 
man  of  full  age,  whether  married  or 
single,  should  be  qualified  to  vot«  at  Par- 
liamentary or  local  elections  unless  dis- 
qualified for  reason  other  than  sex  la 
marriage,  by  common  law  or  Act  of  Pw 
liament.  The  Bill  furth»-  provided  that 
no  person  should  be  disqufUified  by  aei 
or  marriage  from  bdng  ^ected  or  beiif 
a  Member  of  dther  House  of  Paiiiameot 
If  they  did  away  with  the  borrio'  of  so. 
logically  they  must  give  the  vote  to  evo? 
woman.  \Mini»terial  cheers.'\  What 
would  be  the  consequence  T  In  electioih 
eering  the  life  of  a  candidate  would  be 
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absolutely  intolerable.  [Laughier.]  They 
kiiew  vh&t  phase  of  niiud  a  lady  hod. 
She  never  would  understand  a  plain 
answer  to  a  question.  [Laughter.']  He 
had  always  observed  that  ladies,  for 
whom  he  had  the  highest  respect  and 
admiration,  were  incapable  of  argument ; 
when  one  proved  to  a  woman  she  was 
wrong  she  simply  repeated  in  almost  the 
same  words  her  previous  proposition. 
[Lauffhter.']  A  lady,  one  of  the  leading 
memb«^  of  the  Liberal  Women's  Federa- 
tion— he  believed  tjiat  was  the  name  of 
it — [a  laugh] — who  had  been  in  favour 
of  finale  suffrage,  wrote  to  him  only  this 
morning.  She  said  she  was  recently 
founding  a  Liberal  Women's  Association 
when  a  lady  got  up  and  said : — 
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"  We  need  H  moral  vote ;  no  one  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  vote  whose  character  does  not 
bear  the  stricteitt  investigation." 

[Loud  laughter.]  Ho  merely  men- 
tioned that  as  an  instance  of  she  sort  of 
thing  thi^  would  be  exposed  to  when 
women  nded  the  roast.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  women  were  in  the  ma- 
jority. ["  Not  qualified."]  He  was  point- 
ing out  that  if  th^  passed  this  Bill  they 
would  in  the  end  have  to  give  women 
the  vote  on  the  same  conditions  as  they 
gave  it  to  men.  [Miniaterml  cheNS.] 
His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  was  perfectly  logical 
in  saying  that  if  women  were  to  be  elec- 
tors they  oqght  also  to  be  elected.  They 
themselves  would  look  to  that  when  they 
got  the  vote.  What  would  happen  }  This 
august  assembly  would  become  an  epi- 
cene club.  [Laughter.]  They  would 
have  men  and  women  sitting  here  to- 
gether and  discussing  matters.  Women 
would  claim  the  right  to  be  on  the  Exe- 
cutive. They  had  now  a  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  ;  they  would  have  a  Lady  of 
the  Admiralty.  [Laughter.]  He  really 
believed  that  the  Sp«tker's  seat  would 
not  be  sacred,  and  that  it  waa  pro- 
bable they  would  have  a  Speakeress. 
[Laughter.]  He  took  it  the  Whips  would 
be  ladies.  H  he  were  allowed  to  choose 
the  Whips  he  did  not  know  anything 
he  could  not  pass  through  the  House. 
It  was  a  most  dangerous  and  fatal  pos- 
sibility that  they  would  have  Whips 
urging  hon.  Members,  by  all  the  bland- 
ishments known  to  the  fair  sex,  to  vote 
for  or  against  what  were  their  conscien- 
tious opinions.     Reference  had  been 
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made  to  the  action  of  New  Zealand  on 
this  subject,  but  he  declined  to  admit 
that  the  Mother  of  Parliaments  should  be 
influenced  by  what  the  New  Zealand 
L^islature  did.  Would  the  lion. 
Members  who  cited  New  Zealand  be 
in  favour  of  a  proportionate  income 
tax  and  divers  other  schemes  which  had 
passed  the  New  Zealand  L^islaturel 
Women  had  votes  at  municipal  Sections. 
Well,  he  was  sorry  th^  had,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  few  women  who  had  such 
votes  would  do  themselTes  much  harm 
by  it.  But  he  ^as  perfectly  certain  that 
when  they  obtained  those  votes  they 
would  make  the  fact.au  argument  for 
claiming  the  Parliamentary  vote.  Nor 
had  he  any  objection  to  women  sitting  on 
Boards  of  Guardians  and  School  Boards, 
because  there  ware  matters  concerning 
women  and  children  who  were  under  the 
control  of  those  bodies,  which  women 
wf^-e  best  fitted  to  deal  with  but  to  say 
that  there  was  no  distinction  between 
women  having  a  voto  for  those  local 
bodies  and  for  the  election  of  Members 
of  Parliament  was,  in  his  opinion,  to  take 
an  exceedingly  low  view  of  the  Impwial 
Parliament.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  What 
hon.  Member  who  was  in  favour  of  this 
Measure  would  appoint  a  woman  to 
manage  his  estate  or  his  business  1  Not 
one  of  them ;  and  to  say  that,  because 
women  were  elected  to  sit  on  Boards  of 
Guardians  and  School  Boards,  therefore 
they  had  a  right  to  sit  in  that  House,  was 
in  his  opinion  an  vXi&c  absurdity. 
[*'  Hear,  Iwar  1 "]  Hon.  Gentlemen  who 
were  moving  in  this  matter  had  to  face 
the  hard  fact  that  women  genwally  really 
did  not  want  the  suffr^e.  But  they  were 
told  that,  even  were  this  so,  it  should  not 
prevent  the  House  from  granting  it  to 
them,  and  in  this  connection  the  hon. 
Member  who  seconded  the  Motion  asked 
whether  the  working  .man  really  wanted 
the  suffrage  before  he  got  it.  He  was 
surprised  at  his  hon.  Friend  using  that 
argument,  because  he  was  certainly  under 
the  impression  that  the  working  man  did 
want  the  suffrage,  and  that  Fariiament 
gave  it  to  him,  not  only  as  a  mattw  of 
justice,  but  because  he  claimed  it. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Then  it  was  urged,  as 
an  argument  in  &Tour  of  the  Bill,  that 
women  had  no  means  at  present  of  ex- 
pressing their  views.  Why,  they  went 
about  the  country  holding  meetings, 
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forming  aaaociationB,  and  getting  up  peti- 
tionsf  and  they  almost  mobbed  hon.  Mm- 
bers  when  th^  were  leaTUig  the  House. 
[Laughter.]  He  sometimes  thou^t 
that,  on  the  whole,  ladies  had  too 
many  means  of  expreesing  their  views. 
[Laughter.]  Assuredly,  then,  they  had 
the  means  of  expressing  their  views,  but 
the  views  they  expressed  were  their  own 
particular  views,  and  they  did  not  repre- 
sent the  views  of  their  sex.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  As  to  the  statement  that  women 
really  desired  the  vote,  he  could  only  say 
that  he  had  met  a  great'many  women  in 
the  course  of  his  Ufe^  and  he  haid  not  foxutd 
that  any  such  desire  existed  among  the m. 
In  fact,  he  did  not  believe  that  one  woman 
out  of  100  was  the  least  desirous  of  ob- 
taining the  vote.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  He 
would  state  what  happened  to  him  at 
Northampton  at  the  last  General  Elec- 
tion. Ladies  connected  with  the  Women 
Franchise  movemeait  came  down  in 
strong  force,  took  a  committee  room,  pla- 
carded the  town  With  denunciations  of 
him,  and  went  about  the  place  trying  to 
induce  persons  to  rote  agfunst  him. 
Well,  he  asked  a  meeting  of  Liberals 
whether  they  had  seen  those  ladies  going 
about  the  town,  and  they  said  they  had. 
Then  he  said  he  wanted  to  know  what  the 
husbands  of  those  women  were  doing,  and 
the  men  exclaimed  ;  "  Nursing  the  baby  " 
— [lauffhter] — "Washing  up  the  baby's 
dirty  clothes  " — [laughter^ — "  Cooking 
the  dinner,"  or  "  Cleaning  up  the  room." 
[Loud  laughter.]  He  asked  them  whether 
they  wished  their  wives  to  go  gaiavanting 
about  the  country  in  this  way,  and 
whether  they  were  prepared  to  undertake 
domestic  duties?  Th^  said  emphati- 
cally that  th^  were  not,  and  he  did  not 
believe  he  lost  a  single  vote  in  conse- 
quence of  the  action  of  those  ladies. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "J  It  was  not  a  question 
of  Conservative  or  Liberal,  for  not  only 
wore  there  a  couple  of  Conservative,  but 
there  were  two  or  three  Liberal  candi- 
dates in  the  field  besides  himself  who 
were  in  favour  of  giving  women  the  suf- 
frage, and  yet  the  men  of  Northampton 
d^iberately  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  pref«Ted  sending  to  Parliament  a 
lladit^  who  was  opposed  to  Women's 
Suffrage,  rather  than  either  a  Conserva- 
tive or  a  Radical  who  was  in  favour  of  it. 
["  Hear,  hearl  "]  One  of  the  ladies  came 
to  see  him — a  nice-looking,  charming 
girl — [laughter] — and  she  said,  "  Is.  it 
Mr.  Labmichere. 


possible  that  yon  are  i^inst  usl"  He 
said  he  was,  and  he  gave  this  insttace 
just  to  show  the  kind  of  way  womea 
talked  on  these  matters.    What  did  hon. 
Members  think  this  lady  next  said  to 
him]    She  said,  "Do  you  believe  in 
love?"    [Loud  laughter.]    He  replied 
that  he  did — more  or  less— [/oujAiw]— 
and  he  added  that  he  was  surprised  tint  | 
so  fascinating  a  young  lady  had  not  yet  ' 
succumbed  to  the  demands  of  some 
gentleman.  •   *'  Well,"  she  replied,  "  I 
might  have  done  so ;  &  baronet  wanted 
me  to  many  him,  but  I  did  not  love  him." 
[Laughter.]  And  he  then  told  her  that, 
if  she  would  take  his  advice,  she  would 
do  a  great  deal  bettw  for  hersdf  to  p 
and  get  a  baronet  than  goii^  about  fish- 
ing for  votes  on  this  question.    ["  He«. 
hear "  and  laughter.]    He  had  noticed 
that  one  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  sup- 
ported the  Bill  charged  its  opponenti 
with  having  recourse  to  sentimental  ai^ 
ments,  but  ho  contended  that  sentiment 
was  wholly  on  the  other  side  of  the 
matter.   ['*  Hear,  hear ! "]  He  was  talk- 
ing the  other  day  on  the  subject  with 
esteemed  friend  on  that  side  of  the  Hoaw. 
and  when  he  ssid  that  he  was  going  to 
vote  against  the  Bill  his  friend  Mtid. 
"Had  you  a  mother r*  [Loud  laughtn] 
He  frankly  said   that  he  had  had  a 
mother ;  that  she  did  not  want  the  suf- 
frage, and  did  very  well  without  it. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]    But  really  what  luid 
all  this  to  do  with  the  mattM- 1    ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]   He  only  related  those  incidents 
as  specimens  to  show  the  silly  talk  thtt 
did  duty  for  argum«it  on  this  question. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  ^ere  were  maiir 
hon.  Grentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  who  were  sincerely  and  honestlr  , 
in  favour  of  the  Meaaure  on  the  merits 
of  the  question  ;  for  instance^  men  like 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bodmin  (Mr. 
Courtney),  though  he  must  confess  that 
,  he  was  surprised  that  a  man  of  his  robust 
■  views  should  be  in  favour  of  it.  It 
further  ui^ed  that  the  proposal  ought  to 
be  granted  on  grounds  of  justice,  and  tber 
were  asked  whether  it  was  just  to 
taxation  without  representation?  ^Veli 
the  present  Bill  would  not  give  repc^ec- 
tation  to  women  generally  even  if  it  were 
passed.   Widows  and  moneyed  siMnstm 
were  not  the  only  women  who  were  laied- 
There  was  such  a  thing  as  indirect  taia- 
tion,  and  all  women  were  subject  to  it. 
["Hear,  hearl"]    Did  hon.  Gentleuiea 
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think  that  they  would  in  any  way  benefit 
the  vast  numbers  of  working  women,  large 
numbers  of  whom  were  subjected  to 
sweating,  by  granting  the  suffrage  to 
widows  and  moneyed  Bpinstera,  who  would 
in  no  sort  of  way,  and  in  no  sense,  repre- 
sent theml  ["Hear,  hear"  and  mur- 
murs of  diagent.]  He  did  not  think  so, 
and  when  hon.  Members  talked  about 
Justice  demanding  the  Measure,  it  should 
always  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  mat;ter 
was  really  based  on  common  sense. 
Nature  had  made  a  distinction  between 
men  and  women,  and  no  Act  of  Par- 
liament could  alter  that  distinction. 
[Langhter.]  Woman  had  her  province, 
and  he  would  prefer  to  leave  her  to  it. 
For  women  to  exercise  the  Parlia- 
mentary vote,  to  meddle  with  Par- 
liamentary elections,  or  to  be  in 
Parliament,  was  as  absurd  as  for  men 
to  engage  in  the  occupations  of  women. 
He  asserted  that  women  were  physically 
unable  to  fulfil  the  full  duties  of  citizen- 
ship. [An  HON.  Mbmbbe  :  "  There  are 
exceptions."]  Yes,  but  they  could 
not  legislate  for  exceptions.  They 
must  legislate  for  the  general  mass. 
He  knew  perfectly  well  that  no 
man  here,  with  perhaps  two  or 
three  exceptions,  would  fight  if  they  were 
engi^ed  in  war  abroad,  but,  if  the 
cotmtry  was  invaded,  then  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  man  sound  in  wind  and 
limb  to  fight  for  the  country.  It  is  im- 
possible to  say  that  women  could  fulfil 
the  primary  duty  of  citzenship,  which 
was  to  defend  the  country  against  foreign 
invasion,  unless  they  went  back  to  the 
reign  of  the  Amazons.  Intellectually,  he 
said,  that  women  had  not  these  gifts 
which  fitted  them  for  being  elected.  They 
had  got  a  certain  amount  of  what  he 
might  call  instinct  rather  than  reason, 
but  they  were  impulsive,  emotional,  and 
had  got  absolutely  no  sense  of  proportion. 
The  tendency  of  wom«i  had  been  to  fall 
under  infiuence.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Seconder  said  it  was  desirable  they  should 
fall  under  the  influence  of  the  Church, 
meaning  all  Chiu-chee.  He  thought  that 
Members  on  that  side  of  the  House  drew 
A  great  line  of  distinction  between  re- 
ligious matters  and  political  matters,  and 
that,  while  they  recognised  that  the 
pastors  of  the  different  denominations 
were  in  their  right  in  exercising  influence 
over  their  flocks  in  religious  matters,  they 
must  not  have  one  half-pennyworth  of 


influence  over  them  in  political  matters. 
Woman  was  essentially  an  altruist,  if  he 
might  be  allowed  to  use  the  expression — 
she  worked  through  somebody  else.  Tho 
fact  was,  woman's  province  was  not  to 
go  into  the  market-place  and  talk.  Who 
was  the  woman  they  had  respected  for 
ages?  Cornelia.  Did  they  suppose  that  if 
Oomdia  had  gone  talking  in  the  Forum 
her  name  would  hovei  come  down  to  them 
with  that  respect  it  had  f  No.  They  re- 
spected her  because  she  was  the  mother 
of  the  Gracchi — because  she  brought  into 
tho  world  these  Gracchi,  and  worked 
through  them  for  the  benefit  of  her 
country.  He  did  not  want  women  to  take 
part  in  the  rough  wrangles  and  quarrels 
that  distinguished  political  life.  It  had 
always  bem  the  rule,  since  the  world  be- 
gan, that  it  was  most  undesirable  that 
womm  should  take  that  active  part  in 
public  life  that  men  did.  The  Greek  view 
of  women  was  that  the  best  woman  was 
the  woman  who  was  the  least  heard  of. 
The  Roman  view  was,  "  the  woman  who 
lived  chaste,  made  wool,  and  looked  after 
her  own  house."  For  his  part  he  was  of 
opinion  that  those  views,  though  old,  were 
sound  and  solid,  and  by  them  he  should 
always  stand.  He  stood  there,  not  only 
as  the  advocate  of  man,  but  as  represent- 
ing the  wishes  of  the  women  in  protesting 
against  their  being  given  votes,  and  in 
saying  that  the  vast  mass  of  women  did 
not  want  them.  If  they  had  the  ballot 
he  did  not  think  they  would  have  twenty 
Memb^  of  that  House  voting  for  this 
Bill.  He  only  aakod  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  to  vote  fairlv  and 
squarely,  and  according  to  their  own  con- 
scientious opinions.  If  they  did  really 
believe  it  was  desirable  that  the  whole  of 
the  women  should  have  votes  and  should 
be  allowed  to  sit  in  that  House,  and  to  ful- 
fil all  the  duties  that  were  now  performed 
by  men  in  public  matters,  let  them  by 
all  means  vote  for  this  Bill.  But  he  urged 
them  not  to  vote  simply  because  they 
imagined  that  this  waa  not  a  practical 
question,  and  that  the  Bill  would  not  be 
pushed  forward.  The  fact  was,  they 
pledged  themselves  by  giving  a  vote  for 
the  Bill,  because  if  it  was  not  pushed  for- 
ward at  the  present  mom«it  another  Bill 
would  be  brought  in  later,  they  would  be 
reminded  that  they  had  already  voted  for 
a  similar  Measure,  and  that  they  ware 
bound  to  continue  to  do  so.  Always  after 
a  large  extension  of  the  franchise  there 
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WM  almost  immediately  a  general  elec- 
tion. The  result  of  this  vuto  would  be 
that  there  would  be  a  general  election. 
He  shoved  the  strength  of  his  cODTictjons 
on  this  subject  by  urging  the  House  to 
vote  against  the  Bill,  although  he  thought 
that  in  some  respects  a  general  election 
was  most  desirable.  If  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  not  anxious  for  a  general 
election  let  them  not  give  a  vote,  a 
thoroughly  unpractical  vote,  for  a  Bill 
which  was  drawn  up  in  a  fashion  truly 
ridiculous,  and  which  at  one  moment  tried 
to  p«suade  them  that  all  women  would 
have  Totea,  and,  at  another  moment,  that 
thev  would  not  have  votes. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumbei^ 
land,  Cockermouth)  said  they  Imew  that 
there  wwe  more  than  100  Members  who 
would  vote  tor  the  Bill  that  day,  and  they 
voted  because  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
outside  for  the  Bill.    The  hon.  Member 
for  Hereford  seemed  to  imply  that  there 
was  no  feeling  in  Cumberland  in  favour 
of  it.   He  happened  to  know  that  there 
were  no  leas  than  4,000  women  connected 
with  the  various  political  associations  in 
that  county^  and  eveiy  one  of  those  as- 
sociations was  in  favour  of  Womai's 
Suffrage.  He  was  glad  that  th»e  had  not 
been  much  said  that  day  on  the  odious 
lines  of  voting  for  this  Bill,  because 
women  would  vote  this  or  that  way.  He 
thought  that  was  about  the  lowest  line 
anybody  could  take.    If  all  the  women 
were  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  publicans  he 
should  still  be  in  favour  of  giving  them 
votes,  because  he  thought  it  was  right  and 
just  that  they  should  have  them.  There 
could  only  be  two  sound  and  satisfactory 
reasons  why  women  should  not  be  allowed 
to  txike  piu*t  in  Parliamentary  elections. 
One  was  that  they  had  some  defect  in 
their  intellect,  and  the  other  was  that  they 
hod  some  defect  in  their  conscience. 
Either  their  head  or  their  heart  must  be 
wrong  if  they  were  justified  in  excluding 
them  as  they  were  now  excluded.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  any  detra'ioration  in 
women  in  regard  to  character  in  any  way. 
A  diploma  of  this  kind  from  the  hon. 
Member    for    Flint  was  trustworthy. 
But,  without  going  so  far  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Flint,  he  would  say  that 
women  were  at  least  as  good  as  men. 
Then,  if  they  were  not  too  bad  for  the 
franchise,  they  were  too  stupid  f   If  the 
stupid  were  to  be  excluded  from  the  fran- 
chise, how  about  the  illiterate  voters? 
Mr,  L^toucltere. 


These  were  entrusted  with  the  franchise, 
and  elaborate  precautions  were  taken  to 
allow  them  to  record  their  votes.  Surefy 
these  should  be  excluded  if  womoi  were 
to  be  excluded.     What  did  the  £10 
householders  know  about  politics  when 
the  Whigs  enfranchised  them  in  1832 ; 
or  the  householders  who  were  enfran- 
chised by  the  Tories  in  1864  ;    or  the 
county  voters  whom  Mr.  Gladstone  en- 
franchised in  1884 1    The  way  to  teach 
people  politics  was  to  let  them  take  part 
in  politics,  else  it  was  to  act  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  old  lady  who  would  not  allow 
her  son  to  go  into  the  water  until  he  had 
learned  to  swim.    [Laughter.]  Women 
would  learn  politics,  and  have  plenty  of 
teachers  when  th^  had  votes  to  pre. 
Many  of  them   were   politicians  now. 
Look  at  the  Primrose  Dames — did  they 
not  talk  politics  at  their  meetings?  Look 
at  the  Women's  Liberal  Association — 
were  they  not  at  the  present  time  most 
active  among  Liberal  organisations  f  It 
was  but  a  year  ago  that  his  hon.  Friend 
Mr.  Labouchere  took  him  to  address  a 
Women's  Liberal  Association  somewhere 
in  the  East  End  of  London.  [Lauffhter,] 
Were  not  candidates  delighted  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  services  of  women  t  Of 
course  they  were;  and  was  it  not  an 
extraordinary  thing  for  a  Member  to 
accept  the  assistance  of  women  to  influ- 
ence voters,  and  yet  to  say  that  women 
who  could  influence  votes  were  not  fit 
to  have  a  vote  themselves?      This  was 
more  inconsistent  than  the  average  poli- 
tician, and  that  was  saying  a  good  deal 
Another  argument  which  had  not  been 
used  much  during  the  Debate  was  what 
he  might  call  the  refinement  alignment, 
the  argumrait  that  women  were  too  re- 
fined, and  would  be  spoiled  if  they  took 
part  in  the  rough  and  tumble  of  Parties — 
that  they  are  too  good  for  politics.  He 
read  in  a  newspaper  the  other  day  how 
at   Dunedin,   New   Zealand,   where  it 
appeared  the  women  electors  outnum- 
bered the  men,  they  returned  a  man  who 
had  been  very  much  opposed  to  giving 
the  franchise  to  women,  and  he  explained 
his  position  by  saying  he  opposed  the 
extension  because  women  were  too  good 
for  the  franchise,  not  that  the  franchise 
was  too  good  for  women.    *tba.t  might 
be  so ;  he  did  not  know  whether  thU 
argument  would  be  used.    It  had  been 
said  by  so  great  an  authority  as  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, that  to  adopt  Women's  Suffrage 
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would  be  to  invite  women  to  leuve  that 
position  of  delicacy,  purity  and  refine- 
ment which  is  the  present  source  of  her 
power.  But  he  was  not  convinced.  If 
])olitics  degraded  women  they  degraded 
men  ;  and  if  there  was  something  de- 
grading in  polities,  then  they  had  better 
not  take  part  in  them,  but  leave  them  to 
the  basest  of  mankind.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Thanet  (Mr.  J. 
Lowther)  bad  in  times  past  expressed  the 
view  that  the  Turf  offered  a  more  honour- 
able pursuit  than  proceedings  in  the 
House,  but  he  did  not  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  In  sitting  for 
six  months  in  the  House,  trying  to  pro- 
mote just  legislation  for  the  whole  coun- 
try, they  were  employed  in  the  noblest 
work  men  could  occupy  themselves  with. 
If,  as  Mr.  Gladstone  said  in  one  of  his 
articlea,  uU  those  who  lived  in  a  country 
should  love  that  country  and  take  an 
interese  in  it,  it  was  a  most  patriotic 
thing  to  give  women  votes.  He  could 
not  understand  how  any  Liberal  could 
be  afraid  in  this  matter.  He  looked 
upon  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Labouchere) 
ns  a  leader  of  democrats,  as  a  friend  of 
political  economy  and  of  liberty  in  every 
shade,  and  yet  there  he  was  shuddering 
and  shaking  in  his  shoes  at  the  prospect 
of  a  few  women  voting  for  or  against 
him.  \Laughter.\  It  was  an  extni- 
ordinary  position  to  take,  and  it  gave  him 
a  thrill  of  pain  to  c6ntemplate  him. 
Everybody  was  to  have  equal  justice — 
except  women.  An  American  planter  ex- 
pressed the  view  th&t  all  men  are  bom 
free  except  niggers ;  and  similarly  his 
hon.  friend  declared  all  men  are  bom 
free  except  women.  [Laughter.]  If 
women  were  admitted  to  the  franchise, 
what  harm  could  they  dol  Could  they 
make  things  worse  than  they  were? 
Mankind  had  been  mnning  the  world 
for  some  four  thousand  years,  and 
had  made  an  awful  mess  of  it; 
could  women  make  it  worse  with 
hundred-million  Bt^gets,  massacres, 
famine,  riots,  and  frightful  war  expendi- 
ture all  over  the  world!  Would  they 
bring  in  the  drink  traffic  or  do  anything 
to  remove  evils  which,  as  Mr.  Gladstone 
said,  made  our  people  in  our  slums  as 
miserable  and  degraded  as  those  of  any 
heathen  country  1  Let  us  not  wrap  our- 
selves in  self-complacency  and  say,  "  Who 
can  show  us  any  good  V  Take  women's 
help  in  everything  that  was  humane  and 


merciful,  ever}'thii^  that  would  alleviate 
the  lot  of  our  suffwing  fellow  country- 
men— that  was  our  duty.  He  might  quote 
the  words  of  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
uttered  some  eight  months  ago  :  — 

"  It  ia  the  improvement  of  the  daily  life  of 
struggliDg  millions,  tlie  diminution  of  the 
sorrows  so  many  are  bom  to,  which  in  the  task, 
the  blessed  taak,  tliafe  Puliament  is  called  into 
existence  for." 

If  that  be  so,  then  call  in  women  to  help 
in  that  noble  work-  We  had  arrived  at 
a  year  which  should  be  meniorablc  in 
the  annals  of  this  country,  and  every  day 
brought  suggestions  how  to  celebrate  the 
completion  of  the  sixtieth  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  Sovereign — a  woman — ^he 
might  say  the  woman  of  the  century. 
The  House  inight  do  something  worthy 
of  the  celebration  of  this  great  event,  the 
longest  reign  in  English  history,  by  per- 
forming a  great  act  of  enfranchisement, 
which  would  be  a  legislative  moiiimient 
for  all  years  to  come  of  statesmanlike 
justice.    ["  Hear !"] 

Col.  waring  (Down,  N.)  suid  he  was 
an  advocate  of  the  rights  of  women,  but 
he  took  a  view  slightly  differing  from  that 
of  hon.  Members  who  had  posed  in  the 
part.  He  was  a  convert  .or  a  pervert. 
The  first  time  he  voted  in  the  Euiuse  on 
this  subject  it  was  fon  a  Bill  similar  to 
the  present,  and  on  the  present  occasion 
he  had  the  full  intention  of  voting  in  an 
opfwsite  sense.  He  had  been  convinced 
by  the  arguments  of  women  themselves, 
and  held  with  good  reason,  that  the  majo- 
rity of  women,  and  those  whose  opinions 
were  best  worth  having,  were  strongly 
opposed  to  the  Bill.  He  was  not  without! 
a  little  experience  in  the  matter,  and  had 
the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  views  of 
a  considerable  number  of  ladies  in  various 
relations,  and  he  had  found  them  without 
exception  opposed  to  this  Bill  becoming 
the  law  of  the  land.  The  proposer  and 
seconder  of  the  Amendment  had  gone 
over  the  grounds  of  objection  thoroughly, 
and  had  dealt  with  the  question  from  a 
jocular  point  of  view.  That  was  not  his 
intention.  He  held  the  view  of  women, 
who  were  the  best  judges  in  this  matter, 
that  in  accepting  the  franchise  they  would 
surrender  more  powerful  influence  than 
they  would  receive  in  political  matters. 
They  preferred  the  indirect  power  to  the 
direct  power  with  which  it  was  proposed 
to  invest  them.    This  direct  power  would 
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lie  exercised  only  by  that  class  of  women 
of  whom  samples  might  be  seen  outside 
the  doors  of  the  House.  He  coiifeesed 
that  he  did  not  think  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton,  or  even  St.  Anthony, 
would  incur  much  danger  in  passing 
through  the  small  crowd  in  the  Lobby. 
[Crieg  of  "  Oh,  oh  !"J  Well,  it  was  his 
opinion  ;  it  was  matter  of  taste.  If  hon. 
Members  found  Attractions  there  it  was 
Hurprising  that  they  attended  the  Debate. 
The  opinion  amoug  women  generally  was 
opposed  to  their  introduction  into  poli- 
tical turmoil.  If  they  had  the  franchise 
they  would  prefer  not  to  use  it,  and  stiU 
less  would  they  like  to  be  governed  by 
their  fussy  sisters  who  Members  might 
see  in  the  Lobby.  What  evidence  was 
there  that  women  asked  for  the  fran- 
chise? The  evidence  only  of  those  ladies 
to  whom  he  had  alluded.  There  hod 
been  no  demonstratiou  on  the  other  side, 
simply  because  those  who  were  opposed 
to  the  Measure  we're  those  who  con- 
sidered it  would  be  out  of  their  aphere  to 
demonstrate.  They  had  demonstrated  in- 
directly through  their  husbands,  brothers, 
and  sons,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
do  BO  effectually  on  the  present  ocxinsion. 
The  proposer  of  this  Bill  talked  about 
their  discarding  prejudice.  He  had  no 
prejudice  in  this  matter.  He  had  already 
voted  for  this  proposal,  and  now  he  was 
prepared  to  vote  the  opposite  way,  be- 
cause in  the  intervening  time  he  had 
liccome  convinced  that  to  pass  such  a 
Measure  would  be  mischierous  to  the 
country,  miscfaievouB  to  the  sex  it  was 
proposed  to  emancipate,  and  mischievous 
to  the  interests  of  the  world  at  lai^e. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  seconded  the 
Bill  talked  about  the  military  argument. 
He  dared  say  there  were  some  Members 
who  wishei  to  see  the  militajfy-  influence 
of  this  country  less  preponderant  than  it 
was,  and  who  thought  that  if  ladies  had 
a  vote  wars  and  rumours  of  wars  would 
cease.  He  believed  that  the  most  mili- 
tant and  most  military  people  were  the 
ladies.  Did  th^  ever  hear  of  a  woman 
who  would  not  like  to  see  her  son  in  the 
Army  or  Navy,  and  if  she  bad  children  in 
either  branch  of  the  service  would  object 
to  their  going  to  the  front?  It  was  said 
that  ladies  should  have  this  direct  power 
because  their  male  relations  did  not  re- 
present them.  He  thought  a  good  many 
hon.  Members  would  be  chary  about 
giving  a  vote  contrary  to  the  desires  of 
Col.  Waring. 


his  female  relatives.  It  mi^t  also  be 
said  that,  as  the  local  franchise  had  ben 

given  to  women,  they  should,  there- 
fure,  extend  to  them  the  franchise  fur 
Imperial  purposes.  However,  that  was 
an  entirely  different  question.  In  local 
matters  their  advice  and  assistance  wu 
most  valuable,  and  he  himself  assisted 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Belfast  in  getting  an  Act  passed  last 
jjession  to  enable  ladies  to  serve  as  metu- 
bers  of  Boards  of  Guardians  iu  Ireland. 
They  were  told  that  this  question  wu  s 
moral  question.  No  doubt  it  was,  hit 
he  doubted  very  much  whether  the  Udin 
who  were  anxious  to  obtain  a  vote  were 
the  best  judges  of  how  that  moral  qoee- 
tion  could  be  best  solved. 

Mb.  G.  WYNDHAM  (Dover)  said  that, 
as  being  in  some  slight  degree  responsible 
for  the  shape  in  which  this  Measure  hid 
been  presented  to  the  House — in  cdb- 
boration,  of  course,  with  manj  othen  of 
greater  experience  and  of  far  greater 
technical  knowledge  in  the  mattea:  of 
drafting  than  he  could  pretend  to  be— 
he  should  like,  for  a  momenta  to  take 
the  challmge  which  the  hon.  Member  fw 
Northampton  had  thrown  out.  He  wa* 
sorry  the  hon.  Member  was  not  in  bii 
place.  His  speech  amused  the  Hodk. 
but  it  surprised  him  a  little.  On  tlie 
cover  of  the  weekly  periodical  which  tb^ 
all  associated  with  the  hon.  G«itleaiaD. 
there  appetu^  the  classic  presentment 
of  woman  personified,  as  he  had  always 
ingenuously  tfaoii^ht,  with,  that  wide 
wisdom,  that  manly  courage,  that  com- 
mon sense  which  the  hon.  Gentleinan 
attributed  to  himself  that  afternoon,  and 
which  justified  him,  in  his  own  opinion, 
in  judging  and  condemning  everyone  in 
this  Kingdom — from  the  Prime  Minister 
in  bis  own  Party  down  to  a  corporal  in  a  i 
marching  regiment.  The  hon.  Memb»  I 
began  his  speech  by  a  sigh  for  the  good 
old  days.  He  remembered,  he  said,  when 
this  subject  was  a  jest^  Everyone  wooll 
admit  that  the  hon.  Member  could  give 
it  new  lifer  that  in  his  hands  age  had  not 
withered  it,  nor  custom  stfded  its  mani- 
fold variety.  It  was  still  amusing ;  bat 
if  the  hon.  Member  coidd  make  fun  of 
this  matter  which  was  new,  he  could  not 
produce  any  new  arguments.  The  aign- 
ments  he  adduced  were  the  old  ai^ 
ments,  and  in  particular  he  would  bef 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  lus  ose  of 
a  familiar  device.     He  hardly  tonded 
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t1i3  merits  of  the  question  at  all,  for  he 
<li(l  iiut  call  it  an  attack  upon  the  merits 
<if  the  question  to  say  in  one  sentence 
that  women  are  so  subjected  to  the  in- 
Huence  of  the  other  sex  that  they  ought 
uii  that  account,  and  that  account  alone, 
to  be  struck  off  the  register,  and  in  the 
very  next  sentence  to  say  there  were  not 
^0  men  in  the  House  who  would  vote 
according?  to  their  convictions,  because 
they  were  all  subject  to  the  influence  of 
women.    As  to  the  shape  in  which  the 
Measure  was  presented  to  the  House,  it 
was  the  result  of  many  Debates  in  times 
jKist.     When  the  hon.  Member  argued 
that  the  House  was  suspicious,  and  justly 
HUHpicious,  of  any  attempt  to  capture  its 
absent  to  abstract  resolutions,  he  asso- 
ciated himself  with  him.    But  in  times 
past  so  many  attacks  had  been  made 
upon  the  shape  in  which  this  Measure 
was  put  forward  that  they  dared  not 
briiiff  it  fonvard  as,  perhaps,  they  should 
have  done,  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
because  if  they  had  brought  forward  a 
resolution  on  the  question  of  Women's 
Suffrage  they  should  have  been  told  that 
such  a  resolution  weighed  for  nothing. 
They  were,  then,  driven  to  a  Bill.  But 
if  a  Bill  was  brought  forward,  on  the  other 
hand,  which  introduced  any  question 
which  was  rather  a  question  of  franchise 
— whether  for  men  or  for  women — ^it 
gave  an  opportunity  to  the  enemy.  Ho 
would  assume  that  they  made  women 
who  were  owners  voters,  in  right  of  their 
ownership,  and  not  of  their  occupation. 
If  they  had  done  so,  there  was  not  a 
Radical  who  would  have  voted  for  the 
Measure.  He  would  assume,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  they  had  left  out  the  owners 
and  put  in  women  on  the  laiger  or  ser* 
vice  franchise.    In  such  a  case  there  mis 
hardly  a  Conservative  in  the  House  who 
would  have  voted  for  it.    Hon.  Gentle- 
men who  differed  from  them  might  say 
it  was  clear  they  could  not  frame  a  Bill 
on  this  subject.    He  denied  that  alto- 
gether.   He  said  if,  in  that  House,  it  was 
impossible  to  invite  an  opinion  upon  a 
question  of  principle,  why  then  they  were 
restricted  by  the  law  they  had  made  from 
doing  the  duty  which  the  coimtry  ex- 
pected from  them.    The  country  did  ex- 
pect that  this  House  should  be  able  to 
say  whether  the  sex  was  to  remain  under 
this  disability  or  not,  and  in  this  Bill 
they  invited  the  House  to  say  yea  or  nay 
to  that  question,  and  invited  them  to 


pronounce  on  no  other  question  of  re- 
prescntatiou  whiitever.  The.  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton,  descending  into 
minuter  details,  tried  to  frighten  people 
by  saying  that  in  this  Bill  they  gave  a 
woman  a  preferential  right  over  a  man 
in  the  matter  of  registration.  He  did 
not  read  it  so.  They  entitled  a  woman 
to  be  placed  on  the  register  of  voters, 
but  they  only  entitled  tier  to  be  placed 
on  as  the  Revising  Barrister  acted  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  and  procedure 
of  his  office.  This  Measure  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  its  promoters,  a  Reform  Bill, 
and  they  declined  to  associate  it  in  their 
minds  with  the  terrors  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  had  depicted 
before  them.  They  thought  that  this 
Reform  Bill  had  nothing  whatevw  to  do 
with  the  so-called  movement  for  Women's 
Rights,  whatever  might  be  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  that  movement.  It  had 
nothing  more  to  do  with  that  movement 
for  Women's  Rights  than  the  Reform  Bill 
of  1885  had  to  do  with  the  propaganda 
of  Jack  Cade.  On  the  contrary,  they 
held — and  they  appealed  to  the  past  to 
support  them — ^that  the  result  of  every 
inclusion  of  new  voters  into  the  electorate 
had  been  to  minimise  the  apparwt  im- 
portance of  the  most  extreme  advocates 
of  those  reform  measures.  He  remem- 
bered when  he  was  a  boy  that  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  West  Nor- 
folk was  a  word  of  terror  iti  good  Tory, 
households,  while  now  he  was  an 
esteemed  and  popular  Member  of  that 
House  on  both  sides.  He  would  name 
again  another  question  of  representation 
— the  question  as  to  whether  the  religious 
test  should  be  applied  in  that  House. 
Mr.  Bradlaugh,  so  long  as  he  fighting  for 
that  question,  was  also  a  word  of  terror, 
but,  when  he  had  won  the  victory  on  that 
question  of  representation,  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  was  also  an  esteemed  and  popular 
Member  of  the  House.  And  so,  he 
thought,  it  would  be  found  that  when 
the  franchise  was  granted  to  women,  who 
otherwise  were  capable  and  were  house- 
holders, a  great  deal  of  the  extreme  pro- 
nunciation of  views  with  which  some 
persons  were  alarmed  would  no  longer 
be  heard.  So  long  as  they  did  not  allow 
an  elector  to  give  effect  to  hu  voice  con- 
stitutionally, he  was  justified  in  tiying 
to  attract  their  attention.  For  his  part, 
he  said  that  before  the  last  Reform,  Bill 
he  thot^ht  an  agricultural  labourer  was 
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quite  entitled  to  "  boob "  a  candidate 
while  be  was  making  a  speech,  for  be  had 
no  other  w^y  of  showing  that  candidate 
t^uit  he  disagreed  with  him.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  had  no  longer  any  such  right  to 
"booh"  him.  If  he  did  so  he  was  a 
public  nuisance,  because  he  had  a  remedy 
in  his  hands.  If  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  candidate,  he  could  now  vote  against 
him.  So  also  if  the  hon.  Member  for 
Xcrthampton  had  been  incommoded  by 
the  arguments  pressed  upon  him  1^  cer- 
tain ladies  in  this  country,  if  he  would 
pass  this  Bill,  he  had  the  remedy  in 
bis  hands.  He  could  say,  "  My  dear 
lady,  if  you  disagree  with  me,  vote 
against  me  at  the  next  election ;  do  not 
trouble  me  with  your  ailments  now." 
But  that  was  exactly  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber feared.  In  spite  of  all  his  imposing 
attitude  of  manly  courage,  what  was  the 
real  motive  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  in  opposing  the  Bill  !  It 
was  very  tmnsparent.  He  said  that  if 
these  ladies  had  a  vote  they  would  make 
the  life  of  a  candidate  IntoleraUe.  What 
he  meant  was,  that  they  would  bring 
the  Parliamentary  existence  of  certain 
Members  to  an  abrupt  close.  That  was 
really  the  view  of  the  hon.  Member. 
Mr.  Bagehot,  in  his  work  on  the  English 
Constitution,  said  that  when  Lord  Eldon 
was  Lord  Chanc^Ior  of  England  the  only 
political  view  he  had  was  that  things  r.s 
they  were  w&ce  consistent  with  the  con- 
tinued existence  of  John  Scott,  Earl  of 
Eldon  ;  but  if  there  were  any  change  how 
did  he  know  that  they  wo\Ud  be  I  So  it 
seemed  to  be  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton.  Things  as  they  were  were 
consistent  with  his  having  a  seat  in  that 
House,  but  if  there  was  any  change  he 
might  not  any  longer  be  very  siu-e  of  his 
seat.  [Laughter.]  What  was  there  in 
the  present  representative  machinery  of 
this  country  that  claimed  sentimental 
adherence!  We  spent  many  thousands  a 
year  to  got  barristers  to  interpret  Acts  of 
Parliament  rating  to  our  electoral  sys- 
tem. The  problem  of  Women's  Suffrage 
would  be  presented  to  the  same  tribunal, 
and  the  technical  difficulties  which  might 
be  involved  ought  not  to  affect  the  deci- 
sion of  the  House. 

Sib  HARRINGTON  SIMEON  (South- 
ampton) asked  how  they  were  to  be  sure 
that  ladies  would  not  claim  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons  if  they  once  had  Par- 
liamentaiy  votes.  If  once  there  was  "  one 

Mr.  G.  Wyndham. 


man  one  vote,  and  every  man  &  vote,"  how 
could  they  deny  votes  to  womeuf  Con- 
sidering there  were  1,100,000  more  wtv- 
men  than  men,  and  that  every  woman 
would  have  a  vote  if  ever  one  got  it,  wwe 
they  to  suppose  that  when  women  could 
Bwanip  the  votes  of  men  they  would  be 
content  to  remain  outside.  If  ever  they 
got  into  Parliament  the  end  of  this  conn- 
try  would  not  be  far  off.  The  immediate 
result,  however,  of  this  Bill  would  be  the 
bij^est  creation  of  faggot  votes  ever 
known.  Rich  men  would  buy  votes  for 
their  wivee  and  daughters,  while  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  artisans,  who  were 
told  at  every  election  that  they  were  the 
backbone  of  the  ooimtry,  would  have 
no  votes.  This  would  work  the  greatest 
possible  injustice,  and  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly vote  for  such  a  thing.  If  the  work- 
ing classes  were  the  backbone  of  the 
countr}',  why  should  not  the  female  hack- 
bone  of  the  country  have  TOtea.  Thit 
present  House  of  Commons  contained 
more  new  Members  (and  he  was  one  of 
them)  than  any  previous  House,  and  if 
they  were  as  wise  and  sensible  as  their 
predecessors  they  would  defeat  this  luost 
unwise  and  pernicious  Bill  by  a  very  laj^ 
majority.  [CA«crs.] 

Mb.  JEBB  (Cambridge  University),  in 
supporting  the  Bill,  said  he  would  con- 
fine himself  to  certain  definite  arguments 
for  and  gainst  the  principle  of  the  BilL 
Did  women  really  want  the  vote  or  not  I 
He  remembered  wdl,  in  1892,  the 
last  occasion  upon  which  this  question 
was  discussed  in  the  House,  the  |»resent 
Leader  of  the  House,  as  he  was  also  then, 
in  winding  up  the  Debate,  remarking  that 
he  did  not  know  any  way  in  which  women 
could  have  manifested  their  desire  for  the 
franchise  in  which  they  had  not  mani- 
fested it,  and  he  observed  that  when  the 
agricultural  labourm  received  the  fran- 
chise in  1885  there  was  not  then  more 
evidence  before  the  country  of  their  d^iie 
for  the  franchise  thaa  there  was  now  ol 
such  a  desire  on  the  part  of  wom». 
No  one  knew  exactly  what  ]nx>portion  of 
women  desired  the  franchise,  but  it  was 
well  known  that  a  very  large  number  of 
educated  and  intelligent  women  had  beea 
active  in  demanding  it.  In  bis  opinion 
the  demand  among  educated  and  thought- 
ful women  hod  greatly  increased  even  in 
the  last  five  years,  and  at  the  preaent 
moment  the  number  who  desired  the 
franchise  as  compared  with  the  nomber 
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who  desired  it  ia  1892  had  very  much  in- 
creased. On  what  ground  was  the  Tote 
to  be  refused  to  wom«i  who  had  the 
qualification  1  T^o  grounds  were  men- 
tioned, one  of  which  was  that  woiuen 
■were  of  an  inferior  mental  capacity,  to 
men.  But  that  was  no  longer  maintained. 
The  other  ground  given  was  that  women 
could  not  bear  arnig  in  defence  of  the 
country  ;  but  he  submitted  that,  even  in 
the  case  of  invasion,  there  were  Ifuge 
numbers  of  men  who  would  probably  not 
be  capable  of  rendering  very  efficient  ser- 
vice. PossiUy,  if  the  garrison  of  Inver- 
ness were  in  need  of  a  librarian,  for  in- 
stance, he  might  oS&r  himself  lor  the 
post.  [Lauffhter.l  In  the  case  of  war, 
women,  like  men,  would  have  their  taxes 
raised,  and  he  could  not  imagine  that  they 
should  be  refused  the  franchise  on  the 
fZTOund  that  they  could  not  bear  arras. 
Then  what  was  the  force  of  the  assertion 
that  no  legislation  remained  to  be  passed 
ill  the  interests  of  women  which  would  not 
have  an  equally  good  chance  of  passing, 
even  if  women  continued  to  have  no 
votes  I  It  was  an  undoubted  hict  that 
much  legislation  in  the  mterest  of  women 
had  been  passed  in  recent  years,  but  it 
ought  to  be  remembered  that  the  atten- 
tion given  to  that  subject  had  been 
largely  influenced  by  the  fact  that  during 
the  same  period  an  active  movement  had 
been  in  progress  for  extending  the  fran- 
chise to  women.  But  such  a  movement 
could  not  be  relied  on  as  a  permanent 
force  for  keeping  up  the  attention  of 
legislators  to  tho  interests  of  women.  He 
granted  that  legislators  had  in  recent 
times  had  no  desire  whatevw  to  refuse 
justice  to  women,  but  women  were  neces- 
sarily better  judges  of  the  needs  of  women 
than  men  could  possibly  be.  It  could  not 
be  denied  that  before  the  extension  of  the 
franchise  to  the  agricultural  labourer 
there  was  an  earnest  desire  to  do  every- 
thing that  was  just  for  the  agricultural 
labourer,  but  after  he  got  the  franchise 
the  needs  of  his  class  were  viewed  for  the 
first  time  from  the  point  of  view  of  that 
class ;  and  the  same  was  true  of  every 
Buccessive  extension  of  the  Suffrage. 
If  women  had  the  Suffrage,  legislators 
would  legislate  in  the  light  of  the 
directly  expressed  views  of  women  on 
questions  relating  to  the  interests 
of  women.  ["Hear,  heart"]  He  had 
the  honour  of  being  a  Member  of  the 
Koyal  Commission.  i4>pointed  to  deal  with 


certean  educational  questions.  There  were 
women  members  of  that  Commission,  and 
one  of  the  problems  with  which  they  had 
to  deal  was  connected  with  girls*  schools, 
and  the  male  members  found  they  had 
very  much  to  leani  from  the  women  mem- 
bers. Women's  Suffrage  was  especially 
desirable  in  the  interests  of  those  women 
engaged  in  employment  which  they 
shared  with  men,  and  in  the  interests  of 
women  who  were  candidates  for  employ- 
ment as  to  their  fltness  for  which  men 
were  at  present  the  sole  judges,  and  had 
the  final  power  of  excluding  them.  Large 
numbers  of  such  women  were  not  in  a 
position  to  take  any  active  part  in  de- 
manding the  Suffrage.  The  hon.  Member 
who  seconded  the  Bill  referred  to  a  large 
deputation  of  women  which  came  up  from 
the  collieries  to  represent  their  views  on 
the  subject  of  female  labour  in  collieries. 
Many  of  the  women  who  had  been  leaders 
of  th»  movement  hod  taken  that  part  not 
only  because  they  themselves  desired  the 
franchise,  but  also  in  the  interests  of 
women  engaged  in  such  employments  a» 
he  had  mentioned.  It  was  tame  that  the 
oniission  of  the  Lodger  Franchise  from 
the  Bill  would  exclude  numbers  of  women 
for  whom  the  Suffrage  was  especially  de- 
sirable, but  he  submitted  that  this  was 
eminently  a  question  in  which  it  was  de- 
sirable to  proceed  circumspectly,  and  the 
omission  of  the  Lodger  Franchise  was 
nut  a  reason  for  voting  against 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  It  was  said  that  women 
would  be  drawn  out  of  their  proper 
sphere.  He  did  not  see  how  voting  would 
do  that.  They  already  canvassed  and 
spoke  on  plaliurms,  and  candidates  for 
Parliament  were  only  too  glad  to  get 
them  as  canva8B«*8.  It  was  further  con- 
tended that  domestic  interests  would  bo 
neglected ;  but  did  domestic  life  make 
larger  demands  on  women  than  profes- 
sional life  on  men  I  Then  it  was  said  that 
the  relations  between  the  sexes  would  be 
revolutionised.  He  was  unable  to  see  how 
that  result  was  to  follow.  If  anything 
they  could  do  in  that  House  was  capable 
of  subverting'  the  fundamental  laws  of 
nature,  the  powers  of  the  House  were 
very  much  greater  than  he  took  them 
to  be.  A  revolution  in  the  relations 
between  man  and  woman,  was  not  likely 
to  occur  until  "  human  nature  ia  other 
than  it  is  now."  As  to  the  su^estion  that 
women  would  claim  seats  in  Parliamrat 
if  they  obtained  the  franchise,  there  was 
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absolutely  no  lopcal  or  practical  connec- 
tion between  fjivinp  women  Totea  and 
jrivinfT  them  seats  in  Parliament.  Clerpry- 
men  had  votes,  but  they  could  not  Bit  in 
the  House.  It  mifjht  bo  said  that  the 
Bishops  represented  them.  Were  m«i 
then  to  bo  looked  on  as  Bishops,  and 
women  as  a  sort  of  inferior  Clergy?  It 
was  said,  a{;ain,  that  women  would  believe 
too  much  in  the  remedial  |>ower  of  le^ia- 
latinn,  and  that  if  tiiey  hud  the  franchise 
thero  would  be  some  danger  of  increasing 
the  i^denc^  to  ora>l(^Blation.  What 
proof  was  t^ere  that  women  held  that 
belief  any  more  than  men  1  And  if  they 
did,  what  reason  was  there  to  doubt  that 
a  little  eiperience  would  cm^  them  of  the 
illusion  1  He  now  came  to  an  argument 
which  deserved  respectful  attention.  It 
was  that  women  were  by  nature  more 
emotional  and  excitable  than  mon.  It 
was  ai^i^al  that  a  leaven  of  female  voters 
in  the  electorate  might  be  dangerous  at 
times  of  crisis,  when  popular  feeling  ran 
high — as,  for  instance,  at  times  when  the 
issue  of  peace  or  war  was  in  question. 
But  what  proof  was  there  that  women 
were  on  the  average  more  emotional  and 
excitable  than  men  I  It  would  certainly 
be  difficult  for  them  to  be  more  so  than 
some  men,  and  he  did  not  know  by  which 
process  it  wa«  to  be  estabUshed  that  as 
a  sex  they  were  so.  He  should  say  that 
as  a  sex  they  were  more  practical  than 
men.  He  woiUd  now  introduce  a  few  con- 
siderations on  the  other  side.  The 
calamities  of  war  fell  on  women  even 
more  heavily  than  on  men,  because  war 
desolated  the  home.  At  such  a  crisis  as 
that  supposed,  women  would  have  an 
even  stronger  motive  than  men  for 
using  their  influence  against  any 
rash  or  precii>itate  movement  of 
public  opinion.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  At 
such  a  moment  women  would,  pro- 
bably, l>e  often  a  moderating  force. 
Another  case  in  which  the  supposed 
emotional  temperament  of  women  was 
represented  as  a  danger  was  the  case  of 
suffwing  caused  by  improvidence  or  vice. 
It  was  alleged  that  women  would  lean 
towards  an  excessive  and  misplaced 
clemency.  Now  it  was  to  be  noted  that 
women  were  not  more  Imieot,  but  usually 
harder  and  more  severe,  than  most  men 
in  their  judgment  of  certain,  delinquen- 
cies ;  for  example,  in  their  judgment  of 
suffering  incurred  by  thriftlessness— for 
women  were  accustomed  to  the  dttaih  of 
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economy,  and  were  apt  to  resent  the  ab- 
sence of  thrift  with  just  severity.  Again, 
women  are  more  severe  than  men  towards 
all  offences  against  the  life  of  the  family. 
And,  further,  a  wider  consideration  ap- 
plies here.  The  women  who  had  been 
most  active  in  claiming  the  Suffrage  were 
familiar  with  the  arguments  which  had 
been  used  against  their  claim.  They 
would  be  especially  on  their  guard  against 
justifying  th©  objectors  by  committing 
those  errors  which  their  opponents 
asB^ted  that  women,  aa  a  sex,  would  he 
sure  to  commit.  And  the  less  edu(»ted 
portion  of  the  female  dectorote  woulii 
be  influenced  in  such  cases  by  the  example 
of  those  women  to  whom  th^  would  look 
as  their  natural  leaders  in  such  a  matter. 
Further,  the  political  responsibility  of  the 
Suffrage  would  of  itself  tend  to  steaJr 
and  sober  the  ju(%uient  of  women.  If, 
on  some  public  questions,  some  womea 
hod  shown  a  tack  of  that  quality,  this  hitJ 
not  been  due  simply  to  the  te]ui>cranicDt 
of  woman,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  hith- 
erto they  had  not  had  the  direct  re- 
sponsibilities of  active  citzensfaip.  It  wu 
objected  that,  as  there  were  more'  women 
tliau  men  in  this  country,  the  votes  of 
men  might  ultimately  be  swamped  by  the 
votes  of  women.  This  argument  assumed 
that  men  and  women  voters  would  form 
opposite  camps.  But  how,  he  asked,  waa 
this  argument  to  be  reconciled  with  the 
other  argument  that  th^v  was  no  reason 
for  giving  women  votes,  inasmuch  as  all 
that  they  could  want  had  already  been 
done  for  them  male  legislators  ?  For, 
if  that  were  the  case,  why  should  the 
votes  of-  all  women  be  arrayed  against 
the  votes  of  men!  The  two  argiiinenti 
contradicted  each  other,  and  the  first, 
that  all  women  would  vote  on  one  side 
and  all  men  on  the  other,  was  flagrantlv 
absurd.  What  were  the  probable  ad- 
vanti^ee  of  Women's  Suffrage  ?  An 
eminent  writer  had  said  that  women  were, 
on  the  whole,  more  conscientious  than 
men.  Without  denying  or  aifirming  that, 
it  might  be  said  thfU^  the  number  of 
women  who  would  vote  with  a  real  and 
intelligent  sense  of  civic  duty  would  pro- 
bably be  at  least  as  large  as  the  number 
of  men  who  did  so.  When  a  woman  had 
8ome  definite  duty  set  before  her,  she  was 
at  least  as  scrupulous  in  the  discharge  of 
it  as  the  average  man,  especially  if  it  de- 
manded self-effacement  and  self-sacrifice. 
The  new  element  which  Wbmw's  Suffn^ 
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would  add  to  the  electorate  would  pro- 
bably hare  the  quality  of  conscientious- 
ness ill  a  hi^h  degree.  The  result  would 
tend  to  incrense  the  importance  of 
character  in  imblic  life,  and  that  was  a 
result  which  they  would  all  welcome.  It 
hiul  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hereford  that  in  the  State  of  Washington 
the  Suffrage  was  given  to  women  and 
then  taken  away.  He  could  not  help 
wonderii^  that  the  hon.  Member  who 
used  that  argument  against  this  proposal 
to  give  the  Suffrage  to  women  did  not 
see  that  it  out  both  ways,  because  the 
reason  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  privilege 
at  Washington  might  have  been  that  the 
nuUe  voters  found  the  female  voters  more 
fastidious  than  they  desired.  Then 
women  knew  a  great  deal  about  the  life 
of  the  poor,  and  if  they  obtained  the 
vote  questions  affecting  the  social  condi- 
tion of  the  masses  would  come  to  the 
front.  Women  would  be  opposed  by  in- 
stinct to  violent  or  revolutionary 
changes,  and  to  Measures  involving  con- 
liBuation  of  property.  Let  no  one  suppose 
that  he  meant  that  women,  as  such, 
would  collectively  leaii  to  one  of  the  great 
parties  in  the  State  rather  than  to  the 
other.  He  could  imagine  nothing  more 
absurd  than  to  predict  that  the  female 
sex,  if  enfranchised,  would  prove  to  be 
collectively  Conservative  or  collectively 
Liberal.  What  might  safely  be  predicted 
was  that  the  general  influence  of  women 
would  tend  to  moderate  extreme  ten- 
dencies on  either  side  in  politics.  It  would 
be  no  slight  gain  from  Women's  Suffrage 
if,  through  it,  mothers  who  had  taken  an 
intelligent  int^est  in  the  public  afiairs  of 
their  country,  and  in  the  duties  of  citzen- 
ship,  were  therein  better  fitted  to  educate 
their  children  in  such  thoughts  and  aims 
us  would  tend  to  make  them  patriotic 
and  public-spirited  men  and  women. 
When  he  weighed  the  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  Women's  Suffrage, 
and  placed  in  the  other  scale  the  ad- 
vantages which  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected from  it,  he  could  feel  no  doubt  to 
which  side  the  balance  inclined.  He  sup- 
ported this  Bill,  not  only  because  it  was 
just,  but  also  because  he  believed  it 
to  be  expedient  in  the  public  interest. 
[C/teer*.] 

•Sir  WHiLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  I  do  not  feel  as  if  I 
ought  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  Bill. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  there  ever  was 


a  question  upon  which  pieople  ought  to 
have  the  courage  of  their  opuiions  it  is 
this.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  They  ought  to 
form  an  opinion  and  act  upon  it  accord- 
ing to  their  convictions.  It  has  been 
agreed  all  through  this  discussion  that 
we  are  not  dealing  merely  with  the  de- 
tails of  this  particular  Bill.  That,  I 
think,  is  generally  admitted  by  both 
sides.  What  we  are  dealing  with  is  a 
principle  of  the  highest  possible  impor* 
tance  and  of  the  gravest  possible  conse- 
quences. We  have  to  consider  it  not 
in  the  least,  I  should  hope,  with  reference 
to  speculations  as  to  the  effect  of  that 
principle  upon  political  parties — ["  hear, 
hear ! "] — ^but  with  reference  to  the  re- 
sult which  it  will  have  not  only  upon  the 
present,  but  upon  the  futiu-e  interests  of 
this  country.  I  suppose  that  if  this  Bill 
is  intended  to  do  anything  it  is  intended 
to  assert  ultimately  the  identical  rights 
of  women  to  exercise  the  electoral  fran- 
chise with  men.  I  shall  not  discuss  the 
question  on  the  ground  of  the  distinction 
between  local  and  Imperial  questions. 
Everybody  must  feel  that  there  is  a  real 
and  solid  distinction  between  them. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  You  cannot  import 
the  mere  fact  of  female  suffrage  in  local 
matters  as  a  substantia!  and  far  leas  a 
conclusive  argument  in  favour  of  female 
suffrage  in  Imperial  matters.  [An  hon. 
Mbmbbr:  "Why  not?"]  If  that  does 
not  commend  itself  to  the  hon.  Member 
he  can  answer  me.  To  my  mind  the 
point  is  obvious.  I  decline  altogetherto 
enter  upon  invidious  comparisons  of  the 
merits  or  capacities  of  the  two  sexes,  for 
it  requires  a  man  with  more  courage  than 
I  possess  to  make  distinctions  of  that  kind. 
\Laughter.'\  But  some  Gentlemen  have 
entered  upon  that  dangerous  ground. 
They  will  find  abundance  of  such  dis- 
cussion in  the  modem  literature  of  the 
day — \laufjhter\ — conducted,  I  think,  to 
a  great  degree,  probably  to  the  largest 
degree,  by  the  more  numerous  sex. 
[Lattghter.'\  I  shall  confine  myself  to 
one  single  point,  a  dry,  statistical  point, 
which  is  incapable  of  contradiction  and 
introduces  no  controvert — namely,  the 
numerical  relations  of  the  two  sexes. 
That  has  been  stated  already  over  and 
over  again  in  this  Debate.  There  are  in 
this  country  1,200,000  more  women  than 
men.  This  is  practically  a  Bill  for  the 
ultimate  enfranchisement  of  that  ma- 
jority.   [CAeer#.]   The  hon.  Member  for 
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Durham  argued  upoa  that  basis.  He 
did  not  proceed  with  the  caution  of  the 
hoit.  Member  for  the  UniTersitj  of  Cam- 
bri<^,  who  held  out  as  an  encourapfe- 
meiit  to  men  in  this  matter  that  this 
voutd  be  such  a  very  small  Bill.  Ifc  is 
not  a  small  Bill  in  the  consequences 
■which  it  may  entail.  It  is  a  very  great 
Bill,  for  you  cannot  resist  the  ultimate 
results  of  this  Measure.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  The  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton referred  Ui  the  Bill  of  my  right 
Iwtn.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean.  That  is  a  Bill  for  universal 
manhood  suffrage,  and  if  that  principle 
is  ultimately  accepted  this  Bill 
will  lead  as  a  consequence  to  uni- 
versal franale  suffraga  There  is  not 
an  arugument  used  W  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  just  now  which  is 
not  applicable  to  the  ultiniate  extension 
of  the  suffrage  to  all  women.  That  is 
the  question  upon  which  you  are  to  vote 
to-day  ;  that  is  the  cousideration  that 
you  ought  to  have  in  your  minds.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  University  asked 
what  connection  there  is  between  voting 
powers  and  a  seat  in  the  Legislature. 
Well,  there  is  the  most  intimate  connec- 
tion. My  right  hon.  fViend  the  Member 
for  Aberdeen,  the  greatest  authority 
upon  that  question,  tells  me  thai 
in  the  American  States,  where  the 
vote  has  been  given  to  women 
the  capacity  for  a  seat  in  the  Legis- 
latm-e  has  also  been  given  as  a  matter 
of  course.  Therefore  wo  can  see  what  is 
the  character  and  m^nitude  of  this  ques- 
tion. No  man  can  doubt  that  at  some 
time  or  other — it  may  be  sooner,  it  may 
be  later — all  the  restrictions,  or  most  of 
the  restrictions  which  are  now  placed 
upon  male  suffrage  will  be  removed. 
These  things  wait  sometimes  a  great  deal 
longer  than  people  hope,  but  they  come 
quicker  scnnetimes  than  people  expect. 
But  those  restrictions  will  be  removed. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  University  of 
Cambridge  says  that  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  all  men  will  vote  on  one 
side  and  all  women  on  the  other.  No 
man  expects  that,  but  is  it  not  perfectly 
clear  that  where  you  have  a  majority 
of  1,200,000  those  who  possess  that 
majority  mnst  in  the  long  run  have  tiie 
determining  voice  1  Then  this  is  a  very 
fundamental  change  in  tJie  constitution 
of  the  country.  [Cheera\.  No  one  can 
Sir  WUliam  Harcourt. 


I  doubt  that.    It  is  to  establish  what  1 
I  think  was  called  in  the  course  of  thie 
'  Debate  a  change  upon  an  Amazonian 
I  basis ;  you  are  going  to  establish  the 
'<  electorate  on  a  popular  womanhood  ma- 
I  jority.    In  my  opinion  that  may  be  a 
I  good  thing  or  a  bad  thing,  but  it  is  not 
i  a  thing  to  be  disposed  of  on  a  Wednesday 
1  afternoon.    Wheers."^    If  a  proposal  m 
I  fundamentally  affecting  the  whole  Parlia- 
1  mentary  Constitution  of  this  country-  ia 
!  to  be  entertained,  not  in  a  trivial  Bill,  but 
I  in  a  discussion  of  a  great  principle  with 
enormous  consequences,  it  ought  to  be 
produced  on  the  authorityof  aresponsiUs 
Government.    [CAe«r».]    I  do  not  see 
any  indications  to-day  that  Her  Majesty's 
I  advisers  are  prepared  to  take  tJie  rospcn- 
I  sibility  of  m^ing  any  such  recommenda- 
I  tion.    [  Laughter  and  CA«ct-«.]  Therefore 
I  it  appears  to  me  that  this  is  not  the 
I  manner  and  this  is  not  the  occasion  to 
i  in^iugurate  the  establishment  of  such  a 
momentous  change.    This  is  a  qnestioo 
I  which  1  think  does  not  come  within  the 
ordinary  category  of  these  Wednesday 
debates,  the  value  of  which  I  entiidy 
admit.   I  attach  to  it  consequences  which 
for  good  or  for  evil  are  of  the  most  momen- 
tous character  in  the  future  ai  this  Em- 
pire.  I  am  not  entitled  at  all  to  express 
I  any  opinion  as  to  what  are  the  real  senti- 
ments of  women  on  this  subject.  Each 
man  must  form  his  own  judgment  accord- 
ing to  his  own  lights  on  that  matter. 
Several  hon.  Gentlemen  have  ex[»essed 
their  opinions,  among  them  the  hem. 
Member  for  the  Cambridge  University. 
I  am  sure  that  his  opinion  is  gathered 
from  the  most  enlightraied  aonrces,  bat  be 
qas  not  gathered  it,  I  am  afraid,  tram  las 
eminent  studies  in  the  ancient  classies, 
particularly  in  the  pages  of  Aristophanes. 
[LavfffUer.^    To  my  mind,  and  according 
to  my  experience  of  what  I  have  observed 
and  learned,  I  should  say  that  the  great 
majority  of  women  do  not  desire  to  have 
the   Parliamentary   vote.    [Ckeerg,']  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion,  tbereforo, 
and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  express  it  to 
the  House,  that  it  is  not  wise  or  exp^ 
dient,  nor  is  this  a  proper  occasion  for 
the  House  of  Oommtms,  by  what  I  can 
hardly  call  in  all  respecte  a  canaAsntm 
'  vote,  to  endeavour  to  establish  a  princi|^ 
of  this  kind,  not  on  the  resptm^lnlity  of 
those  who  generally  lead  or  advise  the 
House,  but  by  what  I  can  only  call  on 
this  occariott  a  catch  vote  to  d^enniae 
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a  question  of  this  enormous  consequence,  i 
T  feel  compelled,  therefore,  to  give  my 
vote  against  thia  Bill.  [Cheers.] 

*Mr.  LEONARD  COtJRTNEY  (Corn- 
wall, Bodmin)  thought  that  the  advocates 
of  this  Bill  were  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  fact  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
refused  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this 
occasion.  .He  bad,  however,  given  a 
sileut  vote  before  now.  Indeed,  he  had 
heard  him  declare  that  he  would  never 
undergo  Uie  degradation  of  speaking  on 
this  qijestaon.  [Laughter.]  Why  had  he 
spoken  to-day  ?  It  was  a  good  augury  ; 
they  were  going  to  win.  [Ironical 
laiu/kter.]  What  was  the  kind  of  argu- 
ment addressed  to  the  House  whenever 
any  discussion  arose  on  women's  suffrage  1 
He  always  asked  those  who  were  debating 
the  question  to  substitute  men  for 
women,  and  to  see  whether  the  same 
argument  would  not  apply.  His  right 
hon.  Friend,  disdaining  the  question  as 
to  the  moral  constitution  of  men  and 
women,  based  his  argument  on  the  firm 
principle  of  numerical  superiority.  They 
had  heard  that  argument  used  in  respect 
of  men.  [Cfieers.]  His  right  hon.  Friend 
had  in  previous  years  heard  the  argu- 
ment used  with  regard  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  artisan  clr.^s  to  the 
franchise  and  he  had  heard  it 
said  that  the  admission  of  the  artisans 
would  swamp  the  men  of  property  and 
intelligence,  and  though  they  might  im- 
pose what  checks  and  limitations  they 
chose  to  the  progress  of  manhood  suffrage, 
the  artisans  would  overwhelm  the  other 
classes.  He  remembered  that  on' one 
occasion  Mr.  I-owe  used  an  illustration 
to  the  effect  that  the  artisans  were  so 
numerous  that  it  might  lie  said,  as  Cur- 
ran  said  of  the  fleas,  "  if  united  they 
could  pull  a  man  out  of  bed."  [Laughter.] 
If,  therefore,  the  artisans  were  united 
they  could  break  down  all  the  limitations 
which  were  against  their  wishes.  Had 
they  done  so  1  Again,  it  was  said  that 
if  the  women  united  in  that  iar  distant 
time  when  there  was  absolute  equality 
between  men  and  women  in  respect  of 
voting,  the  women  might  outvote  the 
men.  There  was  the  same  unfounded 
apprehension  with  respect  to  women 
as  previously  existed  with  respect  to  the 
labouring  classes.  He  was  astonished 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend,  who  had 
listened  with  disdain  to  similar  argu- 
ments when  applied  to  different  elates 


of  men,  did  not  see  how  it  disposed  of 
the  same  question  when  it  was  based  on 
the  numerical  argument.  Then  his  right 
hon.  Friend  said  that  if  the  change  were 
to  be  made  at  all  it  should  not  be  voted  on 
a  Wednesday  aft«Tioon — [(-■Accra] — and 
that  it  must  be  introduced  by  a  respon- 
sible Minister.  Did  his  right  bon.  Friend 
say  that  when  the  extension  of  the  county 
franchise  was  proposed,  or  when  house- 
hold suffrage  in  the  boroughs  was  brought 
forward  ?  Not  at  all.  Then  it  was  a 
very  proper  exercise  for  the  opinion  of 
the  House,  if  not  to  effect  and  promote 
legislation,  at  least  to  educate  Ministers 
for  the  future.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  House  of  Commons  would  dis- 
dain the  notion  that  it  had  to  wait  for 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  before  it  ex- 
pressed its  opinion  as  to  whether  women 
be  enfranchised  or  not.  The  whole  of 
these  arguments  were  a  thorough  illustra- 
tion of  *'  the  fears  of  the  grave  and  the 
follies  of  the  wise."  They  were  afraid 
of  a  vast  upsetting  of  human  society, 
of  overturning  the  relation  of  the  sexes, 
and  of  altering  the  constitution  of  human 
nature.  The  House  might  do  many 
things,  but  it  could  not  achieve  those 
ends.  Those  fears  as  to  the  dreadful 
consequences  of  this  change  recalled  to 
his  mind  what  was  said  by  an  even  more 
advanced  authority  than  his  right  hon. 
Friend  60  years  a^o.  Hon.  M^bers 
knew  that  before  the  old  House  of  Com- 
mons was  burnt  down  women  were  ad- 
mitted to  hear  the  Debates.  There  was 
a  ventilating  cylinder  in  the  centre  of 
the  hall,  and  there  was  a  gallery  down 
which  the  ladies  peeped  and  listened. 
When  the  question  arose  as  to  the  re- 
building of  the  House  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  there  should  be  a 
gallery  for  the  ladies.  Sir  John  Cam 
Hobhouse  declared  then  that  "  life  "would 
be  intolerable  if  there  was  to  be  a  Ladies* 
Gallery."  [Laug/iter.]  Those  were  the 
terrors  whicn  Sir  John  held  out  in  those 
days,  and  they  were  just  as  substantial 
lis  those  with  which  hia  right  hon.  Friend 
now  tried  to  frighten  the  House.  A 
former  Speaker  once  interfered  in  a 
Debate  in  Committee  to  express  his 
opinion  that  if  a  Ladies'  Gallery  were 
provided,  society  as  at  present  constituted 
could  not  exist.  [Laughter.]  But  society 
had  existed  in  spite  of  the  Ladies'  Galley, 
and  it  would  exist  in  spite  of  the  passing 
of  this  Bill  that  afternoon.  [Cheers.] 
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*MiL  FAITHFULL  BEGG  race  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  more,  '*  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  think  it  right 
that  the  House  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  whether  it  iloes  or  does 
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not  desire  to  come  to  a  decision  ob  tl» 
Bill.    I,  therefore,  accept  the  Motion. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  .214  : 
Noes,  170. — (Division  List— No.  15— 
appended.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  IVilliam  (Rhondda) 
Aird,  John 

Allan,  William  (Oateehead) 
Ambrose,  William  (Middlesex) 
Arch,  Joseph 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Aostin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Balfoor.Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  Manoh'r) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barrv,  A.  H.  Smith-  (Hnnta.) 
Beach.W.W.  Bramrton  (Hants.) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Beatinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownagffr««,  M.  M. 
Bigham,  John  Charles 
Bousiieia,  William  Robert 
Brigf?,  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montana 
Buchanan,  Thomas  ttybum 
Bucknill,  Thomas  Townsend 
Burt,  Thomas 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carson,  Edward 
Cecil,  Lord  Hagh 
Chaloner,  Captain  II.  (1.  W. 
Channing,  Franris  Allston 
Clare,  Octavius  T^eigh 
Ciotigh,  Walter  Owen 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Ixiuid 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
(^olville,  John 

Cook,  Fi«d.  Liiraa  (T>ambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Cox,  Robert 

Cozens-Hardy,  Herbert  Hardy 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cnrran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Currie,  Sir  Donald 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley 
DavicH,  M.  VaughHn-(Cardigan) 
Davicfl,  W.  ReeH-  (rcmbrokesh.) 
T)avitt,  Mirfaael 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dilkc,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dixon,  (xeorge 

Dixon-Harttand,>SirFred.  Dixon 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 

Drutker,  A. 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Kdwards,  (i«n.  Sir  James  Bevan 

Fardell,  Thomas  fJeoi^e 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick.  Charles 

Fielden,  Thomas 

Finch,  (leorge  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Firhftnk,  Jos»i>h  Thomas 


AYES. 

FiAer,  William  Hear 
FitzKemld,  Sir  R.  U.'  Pemwe 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Saffolk)  ■ 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Matthew  (Durham) 
Fry,  I,ewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Oilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charle« 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Gorsc,  Rt.  Hon.  Mir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
(iourley,  Sir  Edward  Temperley 
(iraham,  Henrv  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
(»reen,Wal(ordD.  (Wednesb'ry) 
(full.  Sir  Cameron 
Huldane,  Richard  Bardon 
HhII,  Sir  Charles 
Hazell,  Walter 

Hedderwlck,  Thomas  CharleaH. 
Helder,  Auguatns 
Hickman,  Kir  Alfred 
Hil],Rt.Hon.IJ.  Arthur  (Down) 
Hill,Rt.Hon.&.Stave)ey(Statrs.j 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holbum,  J.  G. 

Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  Raleigh 
Kouldsworth,  Sir  Wro.  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
lloworth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Iliidtwn,  Gt-orge  Bickerstetb 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jobb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
JeRreyf,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  John  H.  (Sussex) 
Junes,DavidBr5Timor  (Swamiea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Clamftn-mishire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Komp,  Geoi^e 

Kennawav,  lit.  Hon.  SirJohnH. 
Kenyon,  James 
Killnide,  Denis 

Kinloch,  Sir  John  GeorgeSmyth 
Ijftfone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieiit.-General 
TjEwgoD,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
I^wBon  ,SirWilfrid(Cumb'  land) 
Lecky,  William  Edward  H. 
Ijeng,  Sir  John 

Ll«welyn,SirDillwyn-(Swans*a) 
Ixtder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Tx>g8n,  John  William 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lums-Shadwell,  AVilliam 


Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownn 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  John  William 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
McKenna,  Reginald 
McKillop,  James 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjunin 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Masaey-MainwBring,  Hn.  F. 
Maxwell,  Sir  Herbert  E. 
ilellor.  Colonel  (Lancashin' 
Meh-ille,  Beresford  Valentin^ 
Milbank.  Powlett  Charl«  Johi 
Milner,  Sir  Fredenck  ti«ofg« 
Milwanl,  Colonel  Victor 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  <  Hub 
Montagu.  Sir  S.  (Whitech»p*l 
More,  Rolwrt  Jasper 
Morton,  Edward  John  CtaimfT' 
Murray.  Col.  W\-ndham  \tltA 
Xicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  Sullonl 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny,. 
O'Kelly,  James 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  lindny 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pink6rt«n,  John 
Platt-Hi^ns,  l-Yederiil 
Pryee-Jones,  Edward 
Pun-is,  Robert 
P\Tn,  C.  Guv 
RandeU,  DaVid 
Rankin,  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hon.  Chas.  Thosw" 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eifioo, 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Roche,Hon.  James  (East  Kan 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round.  James 

Rusaell,  Sir  (Jeorge  (Berbbin 
Russell,  T.  W.  C^ror.e} 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tw 
Saundenton.  Col.  Edw.  Jsatei 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Charles  Prortwioh 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
ShHW,  Thomas  (Hawick  B:j 
Sideltottom,  WUUam  (Dertysk 
Smith,  Abel  (Hcits.) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (ChristdmiA' 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spencer,  Emeat 
Spicer,  Albert 

Stanley,  Henry  M,  (Lainbrtli 
Stephens,  Henrv  Charles 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  McTiNprt 
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Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  Jatneu  Oalloway 
Whiteley,  Ooorffe  (Stockport) 
Whiteley,  H.  (Aah ton- under- L.) 
Wliittnon,  Charles  Alf^mon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer  I 
WilliaiiiM,  John  Carvell  (Notts.) ; 
Willox,  John  Archibald 
Wilaon,  CTiarlee  Henry  (Hull)  i 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.)  ^ 
WiUon,  John  (Govan) 


"WoodaU,  William 
Woodhouse.Sir.r  .T.  (Ilud'rsC  Id.) 
Wortley,  Kt.  Hon.  0.  B.  Stuart- 
Wvndham,  (itiorfje 
Wyndham-Qiiin,  Major  AV.  H. 
A^'yvill,  Marmadalce  D*AToy 

Tellebs  vor  the  A\'kr,  Mr. 
Faithfall  he^g  and  Mr. 
Atherley-JoncH. 


StiriinjT-SIaxwel!,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stratiss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Camutrtben,  E.] 
Thomas,  Alfred  {(llamorj(sn,E.) 
Thorbiirn,  Walter 
IVitton,  CharlEM  Ernest 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
AVabond,  Sir  William  Hood 


AUen.W.  (Newc-under-Lj-me.) 

Antrtruther,  H.  T. 

Aithton,  Thomas  Gair 

AHqnith,Iit.HQ.  Herbert  Henry 

liagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzKoy 

Kailey,  James  (Walworth] 

llaker,  Sir  John 

Italcarrca,  I^ord 

Ilanbury,  Frederick  George 

Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 

Hartley,  Georf^e  C.  T. 

Beach,Kt.I]n.  8ir  M.H.  (Bristol) 

Beuumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bethell,  Captain 

lltU,  Charles 

Birrell,  Augustine 

Itlundull,  Colonel  Henry 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Dime 

lluulnoift,  Edmund 

BowleSfT.Oibson  (King's  Lynn) 

Hmssey,  Albert 

liroadhnntt,  Henry 

Itrown,  Alexander  11, 

Itryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 

Butcher,  John  George 

Buxton,  Hyduey  Charles 
('aldwell,  James 
Campbell,  James  A. 
('iiuston,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
(Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.J.  (Binn.) 
Chamberlain,  J  .Austen,(  Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Heni^ 
Charrington,  Hpencer 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithnesa-sh) 
Cochnuie,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington.  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Compton,  Lord  Alwj'ne  (Beds.) 
Cook,  C.  W.  RadcUffe  (HereI'dj 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Curzon,  Rt.  Hn.G.N.  ( UncS.  W.) 
Dalbiac,  Major  Philip  Hugh 
Dolrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dane,  Richard  il. 
Darling,  Charles  John 
Dii*raeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  Gcoi^ 
I>oUKla^  Kt,  Hon.  A.  Akcrs- 
Diuicombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.Sir William  Hart 
yigerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Kvuns,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Jj'arrell,  James  P.  (Cavon,  W.) 


NOES. 

Fellowee,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fei^uson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
FerguBSon,Rt.Hn.SirJ.  (Manch.) 
l^nch-Hatton,  Hon.  Harold  H. 
Flannery,  Kortescue 
Fletchor,  Sir  Henry 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Garfit,  William 

Goschen,Rt.Hn.  GJ.(8t.  G'rg's) 

Goschen,  Gtoorgo  J.  (Hoaaex) 

Gunter,  ColoneJ 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 

Hanbury,  Kt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 

Hanson,  Sir  lieginald 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 

Hardy,  Idiurence 

Hare,  ThomHB  Leigh 

Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale 

Heath,  James 

Hoare,Kdw.Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouee,  Henry 
Hopkinson,  Alfred 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hubbitrd,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morl^) 
Jessel.Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Joicey,  Sir  Jamee 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kay-Shuttle  worth,Rt.Hn.SirU. 
Kenny,  William 
Kenyon-Slanoy,  Col.  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymoor 
Knowles,  Leen 

Knox,  Edmund  Francis  Vesoy 
Lambert,  George 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
liOckwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter  (Liverpool) 
Iiome,  Marquees  of 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.James  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  O.  Ellison 
Slnclean,  James  Mackenzie 
McArthur,  William 
McCalmont^Iaj  .-Gen,(Ant'mN ) 
McDermott,  Patrick 
McEwan,  William 
Mnppin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.  iVorks) 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  U.  M. 
Alonk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Mowbray,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Mundella.Rt.Hn.Anthony  John 


Myers,  William  Henry 
Nussey,  Thomas  WiUans 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow.W.) 
O'Keefe,  Francis  Arthur 
O'Malley,  William 
Pautton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Ajthar  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  {Northumb) 
Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.  (Durham) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pier  point,  Robert 
Pirie,  Captain  Duncan  Vernon 
Plunkett,  Hon.  Horace  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Capt.  Ernest  George 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Qiiilter,  WiUian)  Cuthbert 
lleid.  Sir  Robert  T. 
Kidley,RtHon.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Robertson,  IiMmund  (Dundee) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Roche,  John  (East  Oalway) 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.  (Cheltenham) 
Handys,  Lieut.-Col.  Thos.  Mylea 
Hheehy,  David 

Hidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lancs.^ 
Stanley,  Edwd.  Jas.  (sometset) 
Stevenson,  Franeis  S. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomiu 
Talbot,  John  G.  fOxford  Uiiiv) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Taylor,  Francis 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Walton,  John  Lawson 
Waring,  Col.  Thomas 
Webster,  SirE.E.(Isle  of  Wight) 
Wharton,  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  ('olonel  K.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  Powell-(Birm. 
Willoughby  de  Ereaby,  Lord 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.H.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh.  N.} 
Wilson-TWd,Wm.H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Edmond  R.  (liath) 
Young,  Samuel 

Trlleeb  fob  tbr  Noks, 
Colonel  Lockwood  and  Mr, 
Labouchere 


Digitized  by 


1235    Parliamentafy  FranehvK     {COMMONS}  (Wonuti)  BUI.  1236 

Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the  IHT.     (DiTision    List— No.    16 — ^ 


word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
The  House  divided :— Ayes,  22^ ;  Noes, 


peaded.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  Wflliam  (Cork,  N.E ) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhonddn) 
Aird,  John 

Allan,  William  (OateBhead) 
Ambroee,  William  (Middlesex) 
Arrh,  Joaeph 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Aacrott,  Robert 
AoBtin,  Sir  John  (Yorkahire) 
Ea^ot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Balfocr,Rt.Hon  A..T.(Manoh'r.) 
Balfourjtrerald  William  (Iieeda) 
Barlow,  John  Eramott 
Barnes,  Frederir  Gorell 
Beach,  W.W.  BniinBton(Hant8.} 
Bentinck,  Liord  Henrj'  C. 
Bhownaf^T^,  M.  M. 
Boiigfleld,  William  Robert 
Bri^f^,  John 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
BuckniU,  Thomas  Tovmend 
Bnrt,  Thomas 

Cameron,  Robert 
Carson,  Edward 
Clavendish,  R.  F,  (N.  IjancH.) 
Chaloner,  Captain  11.  Q.  W. 
Channinf;,  Francis  AUston 
Clare,  OctaviuH  I^eipih 
aark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithnees-sh.) 
Clon^,  Walter  Owen 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loois 
CollingB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colville,  John 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Iiambpth) 
Corbett,  A,  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Cox,  Roh(>rt 

Cozenc-Hardy,  Herbert  Hardy 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cnrran,  'Iliomafl  6.  (Donegal) 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley- 
DavioB,  M.  Vaughan-[Cardigan) 
Da\"ie8,  W.  Ree«-  (Pembrokesh.) 
Davitt,  SHchae] 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dixon,  George 

Dixon-HartlandjSir  Fred.Dixon 
Doognn,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Drucker,  A. 
Dunn,  Kir  William 
Edwards,  Gen.  8ir  James  Sevan 
Fardell,  Thomas  Geoi^ 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charli* 
Field cn,  Thomas 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finch-Hatton,  Hon.  Harold  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 


I  FitzOerald,  Sir  R.  T7.  Penrose 

i  FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
t  Flannery,  Fortescue 
'■  Forster,  Henry  William 
i  Foster,  Colonel  (lAncaster) 
'  Foster,  Harry  8.  (Suffolk) 

Forter,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 

Fowler,  Matthew  (Durham) 

Fry,  Lewis 

Gall  oway,  William  Johnson 

(redge,  Sydney 
I  (iilliat,  John  Saunders 
:  Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
'  (}old,  Charles 

Uoldaworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  John  Kdward 
Gorat^  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Ooulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edward  Temperley 
Graham,  Heniy  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green.Walfoid  D.  ( Wedne«Vry) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldanc,  Richard  BimUm 
Hall,  Sir  Charles 
Harriflon,  Charles 
Hozell,  Walter 

Hedderwick,  Hionias  CharlesH. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hjll,Rt.Hn.  Tx»rd  Arthur(Down) 
Hill,Rt.Hn.A.StaTeley(Stafrs.) 
Hoore,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hogan,  James  IfVancis 
liolbum,  J.  G. 

Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  Raleigh 
Hopkinson,  Alfred 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tador 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  H  oyle 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hughe»,  Colonel  Edwin 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jebb,  Richard  ClaverhoHse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 

■  Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  John  H.  (Sussex) 
JonsBtDarid  Brynmor(Swanse«) 
Jones,WiIIiam  (Camarvondiire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  James 

I  Kilbride,  Denis 

.  Kinloch,Sir  John  George  Smyth 
I^nrie,  Lieut.-General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (YOTks,) 
lAWBon.Rir  Wilfrid  (Comb.) 

>  I>-eky,  William  Edward  H. 

'  Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,  SirDillwyn-'Swnsea) 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 

I  Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 

{ Logan,  John  William 


t  Lome,  Harqaess  of 
t  Tjovles,  John 

I  Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 

'•  Lacas-Shadwell,  William 

j  I>yttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 

I  l^caleeee,  Daniel 
Macdona,  John  Camming 

I  Maclure,  John  William 

1  MacNeiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 

I  McDermott,  Patrick 
JleKenna,  Reginald 
McKillop,  James 

j  McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Marks,  Henrj-  Hananel 
Maaaey-Main  waring.  Hod.  W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancaohire) 
Melville,  Berestord  Valentne 
Milbank,  Powlett  Charlea  Joim 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  ti«<»^ 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants.] 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whiteehapel) 
More,  Robert  Jaaper 
Morton,  Edward  John  CfaabBcn 
Mnrrav,  Col.  Wyndham  (Batiii 
Kicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  l*atrick  (Kilkenny) 
Oldrovd,  Mark 
O'Mailej-,  William 
Orr-E^rmg,  Charles  Lindaay 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Perks,  Robert  WiUiam 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pinkerton,  John 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryce-Jonee,  Edwaid 
Pum'a,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Handell,  David 
Rankin,  James 
Kentoui,  James  Alexander 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  TboB»* 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Roche,  Hon.  James  (East  Kmyj 

I  Roche,  John  (East  Galivay) 

j  RoUit,  ^Albert  Ka^-e 
I  Round,  James 

I  Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (CheltenhsB 
Russell,  Sir  George  (BwkdL) 

I  RoBsell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 

I  RuUieriord,  John 

I  Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limdunse) 

I  Samuel,  J.  (Stockbm-on-Tta 

I  Saunderson,  Col.  Edw.  J'ams 

'  Schwann,  Charles  £. 
Scott,  Charles  {Preetwirfi'- 
Shaipe,  William  Edwarf  T. 

I  Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

!  Sheehy,  David 

\  Sidebottom,  WiUiam  (DcshT^. 
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Smith,  Abel  (UertB.) 
Kmith,  Abel  II.  (Christchureh) 
Souttar,  Bobinson 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Rpicer,  Albert 

Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Hemy  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J,  M'Taf^art 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
StrausB,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
SnUivaQ,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tetmant,  Harold  John 
Thomaa,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Tbomaa,  Alfrad  (Glamo^an,  £.} 


Thorbum.  Walter 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walrond,  Sir  William  Hood 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Woir,Jame8  Galloway 
\Vhitoley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-imder-L.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Als^mon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Willox,  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  CharleB  Henry  (Hull] 


Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Uid) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wolff,  Guetav  Wilhelm 
Woodall,  William 
WoodhouBo,  Sir  J.T.(Hud'rend) 
Wortley,  Et.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stoart- 
WjTidham,  George 
Wyndham-Uuin,  Major  W,  H. 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  D'Arcy 
Tonnger,  William 

Tellers  foh  the  Ayes,  Mr. 
li'aithfuU  Begg  and  Mr. 
Atherl^-Jones 


Afihton,  Thomas  Gair  - 
Aanaith,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  H. 
Bauoy,  James  (Walworth) 
Balcures,  Lord 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry.  A.  H.  Smith-{Hunta.) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  Rt  Hn.  SirM.H.  (Bri'l) 
Beanmont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bothell,  Commander 
Bigham,  John  Chdrles 
BiU,  Charles 
Birrell,  Angoatine 
lilundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bonsor,  Henry  Coemo  Orme 
Bonlnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  T.  Gibson  (Eing'sLynn) 
Brssaey,  Albert 
Broadhnmt,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagn 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Bozton,  Sydney  CSiarles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  James  A. 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.(  Derbyshire) 
Uawley,  Frederick 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  AuBten{  Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
OhArrington,  Spencer 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymoath) 
Ooddington,  Sir  Will  lam 
•Dooke,  C.  W.  Radcliffe  (Heref ) 
[Jranbome,  Viscount 
21rean,  Eugene 
3Toea,  Alexandra  ((^Insgow] 
:!urzon,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  N.  (Taops.) 
Dalbiac,  Major  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
i>ano,  Richard  M. 
Darling,  Charles  John 
I  )i»raclj,  Coninfjaby  Ralph 
Donnlan,  CaotainA. 
[)orington.  Sir  John  Edward 
Uoaglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
3ancombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
^yke,  Rt  Hon.Sir  VTiUiamHart 
Dgerton,  Hon.  A,  de  Tatton 


VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  sebiss.] 


NOES. 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans.Siri'rancia  H.(Routh*t»n) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fellowes,  Hon,  AUwyn  Edwaid 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M  nnro  (Leith) 
Fergu88on,Rt,Hn.Si  r  J.  (Manc'r) 
Fisher  William  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Oarfit,  William 

Goschen,  lit.  Hn.  G.J.(St.G'rg'8) 
Ooschen,  Geo^  J.  (Sussex) 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbnry,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Harcourt,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  William 
Hardy,  Laurenee 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hoare,  Edw.Brodie(Hampetead) 
Hobhouse,  Henry  , 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Yorks.) 
Jeesel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kay-Shuttleworth3  tHn.SirU. 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnH. 
Kenny,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Knox,  Edmund  Francis  Vesey 
Lambert,  George 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Long,RtHon.Waltor(Liverpool 
Lowther,  RtUon.  James(KeDt) 
Ix>yd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Stacartney,  W.  G.  ElUeon 
Maclean,  Jamra  Mackenzie 
McAithur,  William 
McCalmont.Maj.Ciien,  (Ant'mN) 
McEwnn,  William 
M'Hunh,  E.  (Armaijh,  S.) 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,  Sir  Herbert  E. 
McUor,  Kt.Hon.  J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Meysey -Thompson,  Sir  H,  M. 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Moirtnray,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
MundeUa^BtHonAnthonyJohn 

3  D 


Myers,  William  Henry 
N  ussey,  Thomas  Willana 
O'Eiien;  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  James  (WJcldow,  W) 
O'Kelly,  James 
Paulton,  James  ]\[ellor 
Feose,  Ajthor  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.  (Burhiun) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Oaptfun  Arthur 
Pierpoint  Itobert 
Pirie,  Captain  Duncan  Vernon 
PowoU,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Quilter,  William  Cuthbert 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Ridley,Rt.Hon.  Sir  Matthew  W. 
Robertscm,  Edmund  ^ondeo) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hacknoy) 
SandyB,Lieut.-Col.  Thos.  Mylea 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Sarrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  JohnM. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  lliomas 
Talbot,  John  G.  (Oxfcad  Univ.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Taylor,  Francis 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Uabome,  Thomas 
Walton,  John  Lawson 
Waring,  Col.  Thomas 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  U.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Josoph  PowellfBinn.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  FrederickW.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouso.  Edmond  R.  (Bath) 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  fok  thb  Noes,  Mr. 
Labonchere  and  Cokmet 
Lockwood- 
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Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : 
Bill  Read  a  Second  time  amid  loud  cheers, 
and  committed  to  a  C(»nmittee  of  the 
whole  House  for  Monday  next. 


LAND  LAW  (IBELAND)  (No.  3)  BILL. 
Seoond  Beading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day next. 


LI0EN8ES  (IBELAKB)  BILL. 
Seoond  Beading  deferred  tm  Wednes- 
day next. 


WORKING  MEN'S  DWELLINGS  BILL. 

Seoond  Beading  deferred  till  Wednes< 
day  next. 


POOR  LAW  OFFICERS'  SUPERANNUA- 
TION ACT  (1886)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day next. 


JTolMms. 

SUPPLY. 

Committee  deferred  till  Friday. 


1340 


EDUCATION  ENDOWMENTS  (JBSLAND) 
ACT  (1885)  AMFJiDMENT  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  1 :  Committee  report  pro- 
grass;  tosit  again  upon  Wednesday  IGtli 
June. 


SHOP  ASSISTANTS  (HALF-HOUIUY) 
BILL. 

Seoond  Beading  d^erred  tall  to- 
morrov. 


UUNIOIPAL  ELECTTIONS  (IRBLAKD) 
(WOMEN]  BILL. 

Beocud  Reading  deferred  tin  Eridaj 


FACTORY  ACrr  (FISHINa  TRADE)  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  1  :  Committee  report  progress ; 
to  sit  again  Monday  next. 


LEASEHOLDERS  (PURCHASE  OF  FEE 
SIMPLE)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  Friday 
12th  February. 


WAYS  AND  MEANa 
Committee  deferred  till  Friday. 


MOTIOJrS, 


TBOOK  ACTS  AHBITOHm. 

Bill  to  ain«nd  the  Track  Acta,  ordered  to  1» 
broDght  in  by  Mr.  Bioadhnnt,  SSi  Walter 
Foster,  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson,  Mr.  Philip 
Stanhope,uid  Mr.  Abraham  (Bhratdda) ; 

mientodt  and  Bead  the  First  time ;  to  be  Raid  a 
Beoond  time  upon  Wedneaday  iiert»  and  to  1m 


SU0CXB8I0N  80on:.un>. 

Bill  to  aacimilate  the  L&wi  of  Heritable  vith 
those  of  MoToable  Soocesnon  in  Sootland^  and 
f<»r  other  porposes,  ordered  to  be  bniudit  m  hj 
Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  Mr.  Haldan*,  Dr.  Farquhar- 
■on.  Sir  WHliam  Dunn,  1&.  Edmund  RobegrtMti 
lb.  Urot  Mr.  Bnofaanan,  and  Mr.  Etodderwidc; 
nesaated, and  Bead  tbo  Fint time;  tobe  Bsida 
Saoond  time  opon  Wedneidar  ted  Msnli,  aalto 
bs  irintad.— [Sn  lie.] 


Hone  ■djoaned  at  Five  aunata 
baton  Sbco'cteA. 
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L.  Fermanagh. 

{E.  Erne.) 
L.  Monk-Bretton 
L.  Sudley. 

{E.  Arran.) 
L.  Northington. 

(L.  Henley.) 
L.  Monkswell. 
L.  Colrille  of  Culrow. 

All  Fetitioiu)  relating  to  Standing 
Orders  which  shall  be  presented  during 
the  present  Session  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  unless  otherwise  ordered. 


MAKTNE  rNSriiANX'B  Blli  [h.l.]. 
A  Bill  for  codifying  the  law  relating 
to  Marine  Insnranoe,  wax  presented  by 
the  Lord  Herschell ;  read  1* ;  and  to  be 
printed.— [No.  10.] 


STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Appointed  :  The  Lord»  following,  witli 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  were 
named  of  the  Committee  : — 

M.  Lansdowne. 
K.  Lathom. 

{L.  CkaaAerlain.) 
E.  Derby. 
E.  Denbigh. 

E.  Winchilsea  and  Nottingham. 
E.  Chesterfield. 

E.  Jersey. 
E.  Lauderdale. 
E.  Waldegrave. 
E.  Cadogan. 
E.  Belmore. 
E.  Harrowby. 
E.  Beauchamp, 
E.  Amherst. 
E.  Camperdown. 
E.  Whamoliffe. 
E.  de  Montalt. 
E.  Crewe. 
E.  Carrington. 
V.  Sidmouth. 
V.  Oxenbridge. 
L.  de  Ros. 
li.  Clinton. 

L.  Zonche  of  Har3mgworth. 
L.  Balfonr. 
L.  Boyle. 

{E.  Cork  and  Orrery.) 
L.  BibUesdale. 
L.  Churchill. 
L.  Colchester. 
L.  Wigan. 

(E.  Craw/ord.) 
Jj.  Poltimore. 
L.  Kintore. 

{E.  Kintore.) 
L.  Belper. 

L.  Brouglum  and  Vaux. 
VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  sbbibs.] 


STANDTXO  COMMITTEE. 
Oi-derfMi,  that  a  Standing  Committee 
l)o  appointed  for  the  consideration  of 
such  Public  Bills  as  may  be  committed 
to  it  by  the  House. 


COilMrrTEE  OP  SELECTION  FOR  THE 
STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Appointed  :  The  Lords  follbwing,  with 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  were 
named  of  the  Coaunittee  : — 

E.  Cowper. 
E.  Stanhope. 
E.  Waldegrave. 
L.  Balfour. 
L.  Boyle. 

(E.  Cork  and  Orray.) 
L.  Bibbtesdale. 
L.  Kintore. 

(E.  Kinlore.) 
L.  Colville  of  Culross. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 

Select  Committee  appointed:  The 
Lords  following,  with  the  liord  Chan- 
cellor, the  Lord  President,  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  and  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, were  named  of  the  Committee  : — 

D.  Bichmond. 

D.  Saint  Albans. 
M.  Salisbury. 
M.  Kipon. 

M.  Breadalbane. 

E.  Ijathom. 

{L.  Chamberlain.) 
E.  WaldegniTe. 
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E.  Mount  Edgcumbe. 

E.  Belmore. 

E.  Harrowby. 

E.  Bradford. 

E.  Camperdown. 

E.  Stra£ford. 

E.  Kimberley. 

E.  de  Montalt. 

E.  Cranbrook. 

E.  Ancaster. 

V.  Oxenbridge. 

V.  Koutsford. 

L.  Balfour. 

L.  Boyle. 

(E.  Cork  and  Orrery.) 
L.  Churchill. 
L.  Colchester. 
I..  Ker. 

{M,  Lothian.) 
L.  Rosebery. 

{E.  Rosebery.) 
L.  Rowton. 
L.  Colville  of  Culross. 
L.  Herschell. 
L.  Welby. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (BLECTIONS) 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1^ ; 
to  be  printed^andtoberead  2*on  Monday 
next.  iTy,LordlIeraehdl)—\l^io.\2.] 


ARMY  (INCREASE  OF  STRENGTH). 

*ViMJ0UNT  DB  VESCI  rose  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
OoTernment  to  lay  before  Parliament 
proposals  for  an  increase  in  the  strength 
of  the  Army,  and,  if  so,  in  what  arms ; 
by  what  number  of  battalions  it  was 
proposed  to  increase  the  strength  of  the 
infantry  ;  whether  it  was  proposed  to 
add  to  the  Bngade  of  Guards,  and  In 
what  manner ;  and  whether,  if  the 
strength  of  the  Brigade  of  Guards  was 
inoreued,  it  was  proposed  to  place  the 
brigade  on  the  roster  for  foreign  service 
in  time  of  peace,  and  under  what  condi- 
tions. He  congratulated  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  on  the  brighter  pros- 
pects of  the  military  measures  of  the 
Government  this  Session  as  compared 

with  last,  when  the  Bills  brought  in 
were,  he  might  say,  almost  muddled  out 
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of  existence  in  the  arrangements  nude 
for  public  business.     But  even  at  Uie 
beginning  of  this  Session  the  Govern tneat 
did  not  seem  to  appreciate  thoroughly 
the  importance  of  this  question,  for  in 
Uv  Speech  from  the  Throne  only  a  tctt 
cursory  hint  was  given  that  these  mibtaiy 
measures  were  to  be  introduced.  How- 
ever, a  change  had  now  supwvened,  and 
there  was  some  prospect  that  the  meaavre 
introduced  in  another  place  would  be 
perfected  in  the  course  of  the  present 
Session,    The  oi^nisation  of  the  iotan- 
try  as  it  at  present  existed  was,  it  would 
be    remembered,   first  initiated  in  » 
memorandum  of  the  illustrious  Duke, 
the  late  Commander-in-Chief.  Under 
that  organisation  territorial  regiments 
were  formed  out  of  tlie  existing  twft 
luttalion  regiments  of  the  Army,  and  by 
linking  together  the  then  existing 
battalion  regiments.    DepOts  were  >1» 
formed   of   two  companies  from  cad 
battalion.     The  scheme  was  that  one 
battalion  should  always  be  abroad  and 
one  at  home.  This  supposed  symmetrici! 
system  was  now  out  of  joint,  and  pncb 
cally   was  nowhere  in  working  ordw 
There  might  have  been  some  numerical 
miscalculation  as  to  the  military  needs 
and  'requirements  of  India  and  tbe 
Colonies,  or  it  might  be  that  Uiose  needs 
and  requirements  had  increased  sum 
the  establishment  of  the  system.  But 
the   fact   remained  that  it  no  Icfflpr 
worked.    The  Committee  presided  over 
by  Lord  Wantage,  in  1892,  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that,  since  1888,  there 
had  been  an  average  of  about  11  batu- 
lions  in  excess  abroad;  and,  in  the 
following  year,  a  work  was  pubUshed,^ 
under  the  authority  of  the  Commander 
in-Chief,  and  edited  by  General  Good 
enough,  which  stated  that,  out  of  die 
141  battalions  of  the  Army,  76  were 
then  abroad,  52  being  in  India.  In 
regard  to  the  territorial  system,  his  noHe 
Friend  would  no  doubt  explain  whatw* 
now  the  number  of  infantry  battalioDs 
at  home   and  abroad,  and   by  wh«i 
number  of  battalions  it  was  intended  W 
increase  tiie  infantry.    The  latter  part 
of  the  question  stantUng  in  his  name  on 
the  Paper  was  of  peouiiu*  interest  to 
many  Membras  of  liieir  Lordships'  House 
who  had  served  in  the  Brigade  of  Gaaid^ 
It  was  reported  that  the  Secretur  d 
State  proposed  to  add  two  battaUow  ta 
*v.a  n-iiarHb'  Rt^chuIa.  mftkinff  nine  in  al>- 


the  Guards'  Brigade,  making  nine  m 
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Bfany  of  them  would  agree  that  that 
wotild  be  a  distinct  advantage,  for  he 
believed  that  in  a  very  short  time,  with 
the  reinforcements  whioh  they  would 
receive  from  the  Reserve,  it  would  be 
possible  to  put  into  the  field  two  efficient 
brigades  of  three  battalions  each.  It 
I  was  also  reported  that  the  Secretary  of 
Ktato  prf)pcised  to  relieve  the  strain  on 
the  battalions  of  the  infantry  of  the  line 
by  putting  the  Guards  on  the  roster  for 
foreign  service  in  the  time  of  peace.  In 
considering  this  subject  it  was  necessary 
to  remember  the  present  condition  of 
enlistment  and  service  in  the  Guards. 
Most  men  were  enlisted  for  three  years 
with  the  colours  and  nine  years  iritix  the 
Keserve.  This  system  had  succeeded  in 
filling  the  ranks  with  a  class  of  men  who 
for  efficiency  and  api>earance,  and  in . 
every  other  respect,  were  fully  equal  to 
any  men  he  had  ever  known.  The 
Guards  were  quartered  in  London,AVind- 
sor,  and  Dublin,  and  their  duties  were 
finding  "  guards,"  and  what  was  known 
as  ''sentry  go,"  The  work  was  very 
onerous  and  trying  to  health.  Now, 
when  they  considered  the  foreign  service 
whioh  was  open  to  the  Brigade,  they 
found  that  it  was  only  IncUa,  Egypt, 
and  the  Mediterranean  stations  to  which 
they  could  be  sent.  As  far  as  India 
was  concerned,  the  whole  system  of  re- 
cruiting the  Brigade  would  have  to  be 
altered,  for  the  men  would  have  to  go  on 
the  long-service  system.  But  apart  fn>m 
that  consideration,  he  should  be  glad  if  a 
Brigade  of  Guards  were  stationed  in 
India.  It  would  be  very  advantageous 
to  have  a  brigade  permanently  stationed 
there,  so  Uiat  the  men  might  become 
acclimatised,  and  inured  to  the  conditions 
of  Indian  service.  The  advantage  would 
be  realised  in  the  event  of  any  great  war 
in  our  Eastern  Ehnpire,  when  reliefs  would 
be  required.  But  as  to  the  Mediterranean 
garrisons,  it  should  be  remembered  how 
heavy  were  the  duties  there  of  finding 
^ards,  and  of  sentry  work  in  the  fort- 
resses.  ItwasthesamekindoEheavywork 
that  the  Guards  had  to  perform  at  home. 
There  would  be  no  pToiq)eot  or  means  of 
giving  the  men  military  field  instruction 
in  Mfi^ta  or  Gibraltar,  To  all  these  ques- 
tions he  had  no  doubt  his  noble  Friend 
had  given  due  consideration ;  and  he 
would  conclude  by  asking  him  to  remem- 
})er  how  necessary  it  was  that  the  ranks 
of  the  Brigade  at  home  should  be  kept 


full  of  thoroughly  efficient  men.  ["  Hear, 

hear  !  "1 

•The  secretary  op  STATE  foe 
WAR  (The  Marqvess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  I  believe  it  has  been  pretty  ~| 
wedl  understood  for  some  time  past  that  j 
the  Government  had  it  in  contemplation  \ 
to  add  to  the  strength  of  the  Army,  and  1 
I  am  therefore  quite  ready  to  give  my  ) 
noble  Friend  the  information  for  which 
he  asks.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  disap- , 
pointing  to  him,  becausel  have  observed  ] 
that  of  late  there  have  been  current  l 
statements  attributing  to  us  the  intention 
of  increasing  the  Army  very  far  beyond  1 
what  we  believe  to  be  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  and  very  far  beyond  what,  consider- 
ing the  already  very  large  expenditure 
for  the  purposes  of  Imperial  defence,  we 
think  would  be  either  proper  or  desirable. 
I  think  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  diffi- 
culty with  which  we  have  to  deal  is  very 
well  known.  It  is  quite  clear  that  it  is 
well  known  to  my  noble  Friend  from 
what  fell  from  him  during  the  course  of 
his  speech.  If  I  had  to  describe  that 
difficulty  in  a  single  sentence  I  should 
say  that  it  would  be  found  in  the  in- 
ability of  that  portion  of  the  Army  which 
is  at  home  to  support  that  portion  of  it 
which  is  abroad.  I  wish  in  the  few 
words  which  I  have  to  say  to  confine 
myself  mainly  to  that  part  of  the  case. 
Of  course  I  am  aware  that  there  are  many 
other  important  questions  which  may 
fairly  be  debated  in  this  connection. 
There  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  short  service  system 
as  we  know  it  here,  there  may  be  a  want 
of  agreement  as  to  the  force  which  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  put  into  t^e  field  for 
home  d^enoe  or  for  expediticmary  pur- 
poses, there  may  be  people  who  hold  that 
the  efficiency  of  our  home  Army  is  unduly 
sacrificed  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Army 
abroad,  and  who  doubt  the  wisdom  of 
relying  so  greatly  on  the  Reserve  for 
rendering  the  home  Army  fit  for  war. 
I  shall  be  quite  prepared,  if  your  Lord- 
ships should  desire  it,  to  discuss  these 
questions  at  the  proper  time,  but  in  the 
few  words  which  I  wish  to  address  your 
lordships  to-n^ht  I  ^onld  rather  limit 
myself  to  a  more  restricted  aspect  at  the 
case,  and  to  ask  you  whether,  given  an 
Indian  Army  of  its  present  strength, 
given  colonial  garrisons  of  the  strength 
at  which  our  advisers  tell  us  they  ought 
to  stand,  given  the  withdrawal  of  a 
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certain  number  of  troops  for  special 
services  in  different  parte  of  the  world, 
have  we  left  at  home  enough  men  to 
support  the  force  which  is  thus  continu- 
ally absent  from  the  Uiiited  Kingdom  1 
The  answer  must,  I  think,  be  in  the 
negative.    T  believe  it  has  been  evident 
for  some  time,  notonly  to  military  experts, 
that  our  present  system  of  Army  organi- 
sation has  been  worked  under  conditions 
which  absolutely  precluded  the  possibility 
of  its  success.    If  I  may  Iwrrow  an  ex- 
pression used  by  my  noble  Friend,  I 
would  say  it  has  been  evident  for  some 
time  that  our  system  has  got  a  little  out 
of  joint.    What  was  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  short-service  system  in- 
troduced 35  yeai-8  ago  by  Lord  Cardwell, 
and  accepted  by  sucoessive  Ciovemmenta  % 
That  principle  was  that  each  of  the  double- 
battalion  regiments  of  which  the  Army  is 
composed  would,   under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, always  have  one  battalion 
abroad  and  another  battalion  to  support 
it  at  home.    That  is  the  bed  rock  of  the 
system.    It  ought  to  give  us  a  battalion 
abroad  at  full  strength  and  in  a  high  state 
of  efficiency,  and  another  battalion  at 
home  on  a  lower  strength,  and  containing 
a  large  proportion  of  young  soldiers.  A 
battidion  whose  first  duty  it  is  in  time  of 
peace  to  supply  the  linked  battalion 
abroad  with  the  necessary  drafts,  but 
which  in  time  of  war  is  completed  for  ser- 
vice by  the  addition  of  men  from  the  Army 
Reserve    The  system  contemplates  and 
provides  for  the  temporary  absence  of  the 
home  battalion  whenever  its  services  may 
be  required  out  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
The  regimental  depdt  is  then  expanded 
to  dimensions  sufficient  to  enable  it  to 
su}^ly  the  drafts  required  by  the  two 
alwent  battalions,  boUi  of  which  for  the 
time  have  to  depend  upon  the  depot.  It 
cannot,  however,  be  too  clearly  under- 
stood that  this  arrangement  is  intended 
to  provide  only  for  a  temporary  state  of 
things,  and  is  not  appropriate  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  a  chronic  deficiency 
in   the   home   establishment.     It  has 
numerous  disadvantages.    It  causes,  in 
the  first  place,  that  irregularity  in  the 
flow  of  recruits  which  was  so  strongly 
deprecated  by  the  Wantage  Ck)mmittee. 
Recruits  cannot  be  so.  effectively  trained 
at  a  depOt  as  with  a  battalion.   It  sup- 
plies our  foreign  requirements  at  the 
expense  of  our  effective  home  garrison. 
It  entails  the  separation  of  the  home 

Marquess  of  Lantdowne. 


battalion  from  the  reserve  which  is  vital 
to  its  efficiency  for  war.   I  have  no  hedta- 
tton  in  saying  that  the  process  of  senduig 
home  battalions  abroad  and  substitoting 
expanded  depdts,  is  one  which  can  onlj 
be  justified  as  a  temporary  expedient. 
My  conclusion,  therefore,  is,  if  it  can  bf 
shown  that  there  is  a  permanMit  de- 
ficiency  in  the  numlier  cif   our  hoaif 
Iwittalions  that  deficiency  should  lie  met 
by  a  permanent  increase  in  the  Army. 
If  this  be  so,  it  follows  clearly  that  «ir 
normal  condition  should  be  one  of  eqnili- 
brium  between  the  home  and  tlie  foragn 
establishments.    Our  complaint  is  tiat 
this  salutary  rule  has  been  ignored,  and 
that  at  no  time  since  1872  has  that  con- 
dition of  equilibrium  been  really  nuin- 
tained.    I  will  not  occupy  the  tjnie«4 
the  House  in  explaining  how  this  hft> 
come  to  pass.     The  requirements  of  tlr 
Empire  have  grown,  special  calls  h»n 
been  made  upon  the  Army,  troops  b&ve 
been  sent  abroad  for  temporary  purpose) 
and  have  not  been  restored  to  the  ham 
establishment,  with  the  result  that,  in- 
stead  of  having   maintained  cqualitr 
between  the  home  establishment  and  the 
establishment  abroad,  we  have  at  this 
moment  a  deficiency  of  no  less  than  1 1 
battalions  on  the  home  establtshment. 
We  have  now  in  all  141  battalions  iif 
infantry  of  the  Line ;  of  these  In£ft~ 
claims  52,  while  the  already  anthoriaeJ 
garrisons  of  our  coaling  stations,  some  nf 
which  are  in  our  opinion  below  their 
proper  strength,  absorb  18  morr.  Ic 
addition  to  this  we  have  three  battalion'^ 
in  Egypt  and  three  extra  battalions  id 
South  A£rica.   Your  Lorc^ps  will 
that  these  figures  show  that  we  haTr 
now  76  battalions  abroad  to  6i>  at  bomf. 
or,  in  other  wnrds,  a  total  deficiencr  t>f 
11  battalions.    This  is  a  oonditiw  fi 
things  in  which  we  are  unable  to  ac- 
quiesce.    It  may,  no  doubt,  be  hir'A 
assumed  that  some  of  the  battalions  on* 
abroad  are  only  temporarily  abs^it,  an-i 
pending  their  withdrawal,  or  until  it  i^ 
clearly  shown  that  their  absence  ia  > 
permanent  one,  we  may  continue  to  pro- 
vide for  them  by  those  temp«ary  ex- 
pedients which  I  explained  jast  nov 
But  in  our  belief  the  demand  of  the 
military  authorities  for  some  steps 
be  taken  to  improve  the  state  of  the  ac- 
count as  between  the  home  and  tbr 
foreign  establishment  is  irresistible.  It 
is  a  demand  which   has  been  preav<: 
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/  upon  U3  by  the  late,  as  well  as  by 
/  the  present^   Commander-in-Chief,  by 

/  the  whole  of  our  present  military 
advisers,  and,  I  am  almost  tempted 
Ut  add,  by   the   opinion  of  everyone. 

e   whether  soldier  or  civilian,  who  has  ever 
paid  serious  attention  to  these  questions. 
We  have  determined  to  do  something  to 
meet  that  demand,  and  we  have  con- 
sidered, having  re^;ard  to  considerations 
of  economy  as  well  as  of  efficiency,  in' 
what  manner  it  would  be  most  advan- 
tageous to  strengthen  the  home  establish- 
1  ment.    One  proposal  in  particular  has 
,  attracted  our  attention.    It  is  not  a  new 
■  one,  for  it  was  put  forward  five  years 
^  ago  by  the  Committee  presided  over  by 

*  f  Lord  Wantage.    I  refer  to  the  proposal 
'  that  to  the  seven  existing  battf^ions  of 
the  Guards  two  new  battalions  should 
be  added,  and  that  of  the  nine  battalions 
three  should  be  stationed  abroad.  The 

^  advantages  of  such  an  arrangement  are 
obvious.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Guards  themselves,  the  increase  is  cer- 
tainly in  itself  desirable.  The  present 
organisation  of  the  brigade  i»  faulty  from 
the  military  point  of  view.  If  the  num- 
ber of  the  battalions  be  increased  from 
seven  to  nine  each  raiment  will  have 
the  same  number  of  battalions,  and  the 
Guards  will  be  strong  enough,  which 
they  are  not  now,  to  send  oat  for  active 
service  a  diviaioa  of  six  battalions,  leav- 
ing three  battalions  at  home.  On  the 
principle  that  you  cannot  have  too  much 
of  a  good  thing,  no  one  will,  I  take  it, 
dispute  that,  if  to  the  existing  magnifi- 
cent force  which  the  brigade  provides 
we  are  able  to  add  some  2,000  officers 
nnd  men,  the  brigade  itself  and  the 
Army  will  be  tbe  gainers.  It  must, 
however,  be  clearly  understood  that  we 
are  able  to  recommend  this  increase  and 
to  justify  the  expenditure  which  it 
involTes  only  upon  condition  iJiat  we 
are  allowed  to  make  use  <d  the  brigade 
to  help  us  in  overcoming  our  difficulties, 
and  to  require  from  it  a  reasonable  con- 
tribution towards  the  relief  of  tbe  present 
strain  on  the  Army  system.  I  say  "  a 
reasonable  contribution "  because  we 
recognise  that  the  position  and  traditions 
of  Her  Majesty's  Guards  are  exceptional, 
and  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  place  them 
in  respect  to  liability  to  service  out  of 
the  United  Kingdom  upon  the  same 
footing  as  the  rest  of  the  Army.  Our 


proposal,    then,    is   that   of   the  nine 
battalions  of  the  Guards  three  shall  be 
abroad.    "We  propose  that  their  tour  of~i 
service  out  of  England  shall  be  a  short  / 
one.    The  exact  details  are  not  yet  i 
settled.    We  shall  spare  no  pains   to  ; 
settle  them  so  as  to  disturb  existing 
arrangements  as  little  as  possible,  and  to 
leave  unimpaired  the  conditions  and 
efficiency  of  the  brigade.    But  on  one  or 
two  points  I  can  be  more  explicit.  If 
the  tour  of  foreign  service  is  to  be  a 
short  one  it  is  desirable  that  the  part  of  ] 
tbe  brigade  to  be  employed  out  of  the  I 
United  Kingdom  should  not  be  taken  I 
far  from  home,  and  we  propose  that  it  ] 
should  be  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean. 
As  to  the  length  of  the  tour,  it  is  obvious 
that  if  of  every  three  battalions  one 
battalion  is  always  to  be  abroad,  what- 
ever the  lei^th  of  the  tour  may  be,  each 
battalion  must  spend  one-third  at  its 
time  away  from  home.     The  actual 
duration  of  the  tour  will  require  careful 
examination  and  adjustment,  particularly 
with  reference  to  the  efiects  on  recruiting, 
and  on  tbe  men  engaged  for  three  years' 
service,  of  whom  there  are  a  large  num- 
ber in  the  brigade ;  and,  must  obviously 
depend  to  some  extent  on  the  station 
selected.     Our  idea  is — and  here  we 
are    doing    what    we    have  been 
given  to  undOTstand  will  be  most  agree- 
able to  the  Guards  themaelvee — that  the 
three  battalions  should  be  stationed 
together,  under  a  brigadier  of  the  Guards, 
and  we  propose  Gibraltar,  in  the  first 
instance,  as  in  these  circumstances  the 
most  convenient  station.     It  is  clear, 
however, that  subsequent  experience  may, 
even  in  the  interests  of  the  brigade  itself, 
render  a  reconsideration  of  this  point 
desirable.    We  propose  this  year  to  send 
one  battalion  only.    That  tuttalion  we 
intend  to  relieve  next  yt»T.    We  shall 
have  amplei  time  in  which  to  consider 
the  detail  of  the  scheme  before  it  is  fully 
carried  out,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
many  useful  suggestions  will  occur  to  the 
military  authorities  in   the  meantime. 
The  result  of  bringing  into  use  three  , 
Guards  battalions  for  foreign  service  will 
be  that  three  line  battalions  now  abroad  I 
will  be  brought  home,  and  that  three' 
other  Line  battalions  abroad  will  no  \ 
longer  be  in  the  position  of  having  no  ^ 
home  battalions  to  support  Uiem.    In  ' 
otiier  words,  we  shidl   rfi^inwh  our 
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account  of  foreign  battalions  of  the  Line  of  tlie  kind  liappened.  If  conipariaon  ii 
by  tliree,  and  increase  our  home  estaUish-  to  be  made,  the  prenent  generation  <A 
nient  by  the  same  number.    The  addition  officers  has  nothing  to  fear  from  it.  I 


lof  two  new  battalions  to  the  Guards  will 
■therefore  enable  us,  in  so  far  as  the  dis- 


am  convinced  that  the  young  men  wl» 
join  the  Guards  are  animated  by  the 
parity  between  the  home  and  the  foi-eign  ^  same  pride  in  their  profession  as  the 
establishments  is  concerned,  to  diminish  officers  of  other  branches  of  the  Army, 
the  deficiency  in  the  former  to  the  extent  Here  and  tliere  we  may  find  some  gilded 
of  no  less  than  six  battalions,  or,  to  put  youth  whose  affection  for  the  society  or 
it  in  another  way,  if  we  had  endeavoured  for  the  sports  of  his  own  country  will  be 
to  arrive  at  the  same  result  by  creating  •  such  that  he  may  be  unaUe  to  screw  his 
new  battalions  of  the  line,  we  should  j  courage  up  to  j<un  the  brigade  owing  to  the 
have  to  create  three  new  pairs  of  batta-  i  prospect  of  a  banishment  of  a  few  moaths 
lions,  of  which  half  would  hare  been  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  I  am  confident 
abroad  and  the  other  half  at  home.    If  \  that  in  the  long  run,  in  spite  of  these 
we  had  adopted  this  course  the  cost  to  :  gloomy  forebodings,  the  Guards  will  con- 
the  public  would  have  been  very  largely  tinuetogetthesamesortof  officersasthey 
increased.    I  am  assured  that  the  extra  ;  have  obtained  up  to  the  present  time.  I 
annual  charge  would  be  about  £200,000,  j  ascribe  greater  weight  to  the  arguments 
and  besides  Uiis  an  expenditure  of  about  which  are  used  with  regard  to  the  possible 
half-a-mitlion  for  additional  barrack  ac-  result  of  the  change  on  the  men  of  the 
commodation  would  have  been  inevitable.  |  brigade.    I  know  that  some  high  author- 
It  would  be  mere  aifectation  on  my  \  ities  hold  that  the  prospect  service 
part  to  deny  that  in  some  quarters  out    England  may  increase  the  difficulty 
the  change  which  we  propose  to  make  is  of  obtuning  recruits  of  the  proper  stamp, 
regarded  with  a  certain  amount  of  appre- ,  On  the  other  hand  we  have  some  grounds 
hension.    I  have  heard  it  said  that  it  for  thinking  that  the  prospect  of  a  littlf 
will  Ije  detrimental  both  to  the  officers  foreign   service   may  prove    even  an 
and  to  the  men  of  the  Brigade  of  Guards,  attraction  to  many  of   the  class  from 
and   that  we   may  expect   a   marked ;  which  the  Guards  are  recruited.  Time 
deterioration  in  both.    As  for  the  officers  only   can   show  which   of  these  views 
already  serving  in  the  Guards,  I  feel  con- .  is  correct.    Let  me,  however,  say  un- 
vinced  that  if  this  measure  can  be  shown,  hesitatingly  that  we  should  not  propose 
as  I  believe  it  can,  to  be  desirable  in  the  ,  this  step  if  we  believed  that  it  would 
interests  of  the  Army  as  a  whole,  they  \  result  in  a  permanent  lowering  of  the 
will  cheerfully  submit  to  the  sacrifice —  |  standard  of  the  height  or  the  general 
[cAeer«] — if,  indeed,  it  be  one  which  they  physique  of  the  Guards.    The  standanl 
are  required  to  make ;  and  I  readily  |  of  height  has  been  of  late  higher  than  it 
admit  that  if  they  look  askance  at  our.i  has  ever  been.    We  have  had  to  raise  it 
proposal  it  is  for  no  selfish  reason,  but  i  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  recruits 
because  they  honestly  believe  it  to  lie  presenting  themselves  for  engagement^ 
detrimental  tothe  efficiency  and  smartness  i  The  standard  has  always  fluctuated,  and 
of  the  brigade  in  which  they  take  a  just  must  always  fluctuate,  according  t<t  the 
and  pardonable   pride.    [C'Aecra.]    We  state   of  the   lalwur  market,   but  we 
confidently  look  for  their  loyal  and  un-  believe  that  we  shall  be  able  to  procure 
hesitating   assistance   in   securing   the  |  the  additional  number  of  recruits  which 
success  of  a  measure  intended  to  Itonefit '  will   be  required  without  lowering  it 
the  Queen's  Army  as  a  whole.    With  below  the  normal  level.    I  am  strengtb- 
r^;ard  to  tiie  statement  that  this  new  i  ened  in  my  hope  that  this  result  may  no* 
liability  will  deter  officers  of  the  class '  follow  by  the  knowledge  that  the  step 
who  now  serve  in  the  brigade  from  joining  we  propose  to  take  was  recommended 
it,  I  must  confess  that  I  am  profoundly  j  the  Committee  of  which  Lord  Wantage, 
incredulous.    We  haveheard  suchgloomy  I  himself  a  Guardsman,  was  chairman: 
anticipations  before.    I  recollect  that, '  while  among  its  members  were  General 
when  open  competition  for  commissions  !  Sir  K.  Bulwer  and  General  W.  Fidding 
in  the  Army  was  first  introduced,  we  (also  a  (luardsman),  of  whom  the  fw'mR' 
were  assured  that  the  whole  race  of  British  had  held,  and  the  latter  actually  held  at 
officers  would  rapidly  aud  disastrously ,  the  time  when  the  report  was  ^ned, 
deteriorate.    We  all  know  that  nothing  i  the  responsible  office  of  Inspeotor-Gooenl 
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of  llecruiting.    Then  there  is  the  argu- 
ment that  the  fureigii  battalions  will 
have   their  eflfictency    and  smartness 
seriously  impaired  by  a  prolonged  stay 
in  a  Mediterranean  fortress.    It  is  true 
that  troops  stationed  at  a  place  like 
Gibraltar  must  be  at  some  disadvantage 
in  respect  of  training  and  of  practice  in 
field  firing,  and  that  is  no  doubt  a  strong 
nr^ment  against  keeping  a  battalion 
r  there  for  any  length  of  time.    We  shall 
!  l>ear  this  point,  the  importance  of  which 
I  fully  recognise,   carefully   in  mind. 
-  Another  objection  which  has  been  freely 
urged  is  this.    T  have  heard  it  said  that 
our  proposals  will  result  in  this  depletion 
of  the  home  battalions  of  the  Guards  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  battalions  which 
will  be  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean. 
It  is  apprehended  that  the  home  batta- 
lions of  the  Guards  will  find  themselves 
in  the  same  position  as  ihe  home  batta- 
of  the  Line,  which  are  subjected  to  a 
heavy  and  constant  drain  for  the  purpose: 
of  supplying  the   necessary   drafts  to 
their  linked  battalions  abroad,  and  which 
consequently  contain  a  veiy  large  pro- 
portion  of  young   soldiers,  and  are, 
without  their  Reservists,  unfit  to  take 
the  field.    I  hope  it  will  Ite  understood 
that  the  case  of  the  Guards  and  the  Line 
;  is  by  no  means  the  same.     In  the  case 
f  of  Uie  Line  the  length  of  the  foreign  tour 
is  16  years,  and  during  that  time  the 
home  battalion  is  constantly  pouring  its 
best  men  into  the  foreign  battalion  at 
the  rate  of  from  160  to  200  a  year.  The 
foreign  tour  of  the  Guards  will,  as  I  have 
al^'eady  said,  be  short,  and  the  burden, 
which  in  the  case  of  the  Line  falls  upon 
a  single  home  battalion,  will,  in  the  case 
of  the  Guards,  be  divided  between  the 
two  home  battalions.     ["  Hear,  hear  !  "] 
"What  will  be  the  extent  of  this  burden  1 
I  think  we  may  say  confidently  that  it 
will  not  be  unduly  heavy,  or      a  kind 
likely  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  home 
battalions.    I  wish,  however,  to  state  as 
distinctly  as  I  can  that,  while  I  fully 
undeist&nd    the   objection   which  one 
battalion  of  a  regiment  may  feel  to  under- 
going wholesale  depletion  for  the  sake  of 
another,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  admit 
that  in  no  circumstances,  even  when  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  require  it,  are 
two  battalions  of  the  same  regiment  to 
help  one  another  by  a  mutual  exchange 
of  men.    I  do  not  regard  an  exchange 
of  that  kind  as  a  depletion  in  the  proper 


sense  of  the  word.      It  is  strictly  an 
exchange.    Let  me  illustrate  my  mean- 
ing.   When  a  Guards  battalion  is  sent 
to  the  Mediterranean,  it  will  always  have 
to  leave  l)ehind  a  certain  number  of  men, 
who,  either  because  they  have  lately 
joined,  or  because  they  are  within  a  few 
months  of  the  end  of  their  time,  are 
unable  to  go  abroad.    How  are  these 
men  to  be  disposed  of  1   Obviously,  they  ' 
must  be  taken  over  by  the  home  batta- 
lions in  exchange  for  other  men  who  do 
not  labour  under  the  same  disqualifica- 
tions.   The  transaction  is  in  the  nature 
of  an  exchange,  or  it  may  be  in  some 
cases  a  loan  ;  but  it  is  not  one  which  can 
properly  be  described  as    a  serious 
depletion  of  the  home  battalions.    I  will 
only  say  one  word  more  before  I  leave 
this  part  of  the  subject,  and  it  is  this — 
that  we  do  not  take  this  step  without 
previous  consultation  with  those  whom 
we  had  a  right  to  re^rd  as  able  to 
advise  us  with  the  highest  authority 
as  to  the  effects  of  the  measure  upon 
the   efficiency  of   the  brigade.     Their  | 
opinion — I  am,  of  course,  not  speaking  j 
of  matters  of  detail— gave  us  the  strong-  j 
est  encouragement  to  believe  that  our 
scheme  was  in  principle  a  sound  one. 
Before  leaving  this  subject  I  desire  most 
emphatically  to  state  that  nothing  can 
be  further  from  our  intention  than  to  do 
anything  which  will  permanently  affect 
the  traditional  characteristics  of  the 
Brigade  tf  Guards.     ["Hear,  hear!"] 
We  desire  on  the  contrary,  to  maintain 
their  status  and  efficiency.    I  need  not 
repeat  thai  we  do  not  believe  that  the 
steps  we  contemplate  will  have  the  in- 
jurious effects  attributed  to  them  ;  but 
the  House  may  rest  assured  that  we 
shall  watch  carefully  and  narrowly  the 
results  of  thf  se  changes,  and  if  the  result 
should  be  other  than  vhat  we  expect,  we 
shall  moat  certainly  consider  ourselves 
boundtoreconsiderthe position.  ["Hear, 
hear !"]  I  will  now  leave  the  Guards,  and 
mention  another  point  at  which  it  seems  to 
us  that  an  increase  in  the  present  estab- 
lishment of  the  Army  is  called  for.  The 
House  is  aware  that  there  are  at  this 
moment   altogether  141  battalions  of 
infantry,  which  give  us  70  pairs  of  linked 
battalions  and  one  odd  battalion.  The 
regiment  which  occupies  this  singular 
position  is  the  Cameron  Highlanders, 
which  is  the  only  one-battalion  regiment 
in  the  Service.    When  it  is  out  of  the 
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country  it  has  no  home  battalion  to  sup- 
port it.  AVhen,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
battalion  is  at  liome,  it  has  no  battalion 
abroad  to  feed.  We  therefore  propose 
to  add  a  second  battalion  to  this  raiment, 
and  therefore  to  increase  by  one  the 
line  battalions  of  the  Army.  The  Hottse 
will  obeenre  that  the  edfect  of  these 
changes  in  regard  to  infantry  will  be 
diat,  whweas  we  have  now  76  line 
battalioDS  abroad  to  65  at  home,  we 
shall  have  73  abroad  to  69  at  home. 
That  still  leavesa  deficit  of  four  battalions; 
but  that  deficit,  we  think,  may  be  fairly 
attributed  in  a  measure  to  temporary 
circumstances,  and  we  do  not  intend  to 
provide  for  it  at  present  by  permanent 
measures.  I  wuh  now  to  say  a  few 
words  on  another  subject.  Our  attention 
has  very  emphatically  been  called  by 
the  Standing  Committee,  which  has  fur 
some  years  past  advised  the  Ctovemment 
with  r^ard  to  the  stoength  of  onr  colo- 
nial garrisons,  to  what  the  Committee 
regard  as  the  weakness  of  some  of  the 
garrisons  of  the  fortresses  and  coaling 
stations  which  we  hold  for  the  Navy, 
Their  opinion  is  shared  by  our  military 
advisers,  and  we  have  been  recommended 
to  make  a  slight  addition  to  the  strength 
of  those  garrisons.  We  propose  a  small 
increase  at  one  or  two  stations  in  the 
infantry  of  the  line.  We  propose  to  add 
another  battalion  to  the  West  India 
Raiment — a  body  of  troops  which  have 
done  most  admirable  service  for  the 
Empire  under  very  trying  conditions 
of  climate ;  also  another  battalion  of 
Malta  Militia.  But  the  deficiency  is 
mainly  in  garrison  artillery,  and  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Committee, 
we  propose  to  add  to  the  strength  of  this 
branch  of  the  artillery  3,600  men.  I 
will  not,  on  this  oocanon,  enter  at  any 
length  into  tiie  reasons  upon  whioh  the 
Committee  has  based  its  recommendatara. 
T  can  indicate  them  in  general  terms. 
There  are  certain  points  at  which  we 
have,  from  various  causes  which  the 
House  will  scarcely  expect  me  to  discuss, 
become  more  vulnerable  than  of  old. 
Then  there  is  the  fact  that,  in  many  of 
our  defended  ports,  the  conditions  of 
defence  have  been  alt(^ether  changed, 
owing  to  recent  improvements  in  the 
science  of  artillery.  The  adoption  of  a 
new  system  of  fire  control  and  position 
findings  and  the  introduction  of  guns 
of  an  entirely  new  type,  particularly 
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quick-firing  guns,  which  appear  destined 
to  play  so  large  a  part  in  futare  war- 
fare, have  rendered  it  necessary  that 
.  we  sliould  reconsider  the  strength  of  the 
<  forces  engaged  in  holding  and  defeDdii^ 
these  places.    There  is  another  p(^t  to 
which  much  attention  has  been  pud  bv 
the  Committee  and  by  her  Majesty's 
Government — I  mean  the  undeumbilitr 
'  v/l  imposing  upon  the  Navy,  on  a  soddett 
I  outbreak  of  war,  tbe~  duty  of  conveving 
,  reinforcements  to  our  coaling  stations 
and  naval  bases.    It  is  this  which  ]eadt> 
us  to  the  conclusion  that  the  garrison  of 
these  places  should  be  kept  at  their  fall 
strength  in  time  of  peace.    I  shonld  like 
to  say  one  word  as  to  the  polity  by  whidi 
we  are  guided  in  this  mattw.  This  point 
has  been  much  controverted.    I  obmrre 
that  there  are  two  extreme  sdiot^ 
thought.    There  is  the  view  of  those  who 
insist  on  the  necessity  of  onr  "»*»n*#Twg 
'  the  absolute  supremacy  of  the  sea,  and  who 
'  believe  that,  if  our  fieets  are  Bufficientlj 
,  strong  for  that  we  need  take  little  or  no 
thought  for  the  land  defences  of  the 
Empire  at  home  or  abroad.    There  is, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  view  of  those 
who,  in  their  anxiety  that  land  dftfence 
should  be  properly  provided  for,  seon  to 
leave  almost  out  of  account  the  part 
which  the  fleet  should  t^»  in  «  araii^ 
off  a  naval  attack  upon  our  pooaeaaiops. 
We  cannot  entirely  accept   eitlier  of 
these  extreme  views.    I  think  it  is  dear 
that  it  is  not  part  of  our  doty  to  increaaa 
the  defences  of  these  places  up  to  a  point 
sufficient  to  resist  an  attack  froTa  a  lai^ 
hostile  squadron  carrying  with    it  a 
considerable  expeditionary  force against 
such  an  attack  it  is  the  business  of  tha 
fleet  to  protect  them.    If  the   fleet  is 
not  there,  it  is,  presumably,  because  it 
is  already  watching  or  engi^png  the 
enemy*  s  fleet  elsewhere.         snemy' s 
fleet,   however,    could  not  be  at  one 
and   the    sune    time   wat<^ung  or 
engaging  our  fleet  and   delivering  aa 
attack  in  force  upon  one  of  onr  coaling 
stations.    On  the  other  hand,  there  is 
no  reason  for  ignoring  altogetbw  Um 
question  of  land  defence.    The  highess 
naval  authorities  hold,  and  no  doabk 
rightly,  that,  our  first  object  bdng  to 
keep  or  to  obtain  the  command  of  thr 
all  other  things  must  be  mihnrdinstni 
to  that  object,  and  oar  admirals  kft  fxm 
to  use  their  forces  as  they  find  best  for 
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ibe  purpose.  Since  this  is  the  case,  our 
coaling  stations  and  coloniid  fortresses 
sliould  be  able  to  stand  alone  against 
any  attack  which  is  likely  to  be  directed 
against  them  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  the  fleet.  I  venture  to  siun 
up  in  the  following  propositions  what 
appear  to  me  to  be  the  principles  by 
which  wo  should  be  guided.  Let  us 
maintain,  above  ali  things,  our 
/  supremacy  at  sea.  Let  us  next  insist 
upon  the  mobility  of  our  fleets,  and 
impose  upon  them  no  duty  which  might 
raetrict  tJie  freedom  of  their  morements. 
Let  us  recognise  that  daring  their 
absence  our  coaling-stations  will  be 
exposed  to  what  is  commonly  called  a 
'  "  cruiser  attack  "  from  the  enemy.  Let 
us,  therefore,  give  them  defences 
sufficient  to  insure  their  safety  against 
any  such  attack.  I  must  not  forget  to 
add  one  word  with  regard  to  field 
artillery.  We  propose  to  increase  that 
arm  by  one  new  battery.  We  shall  then 
have  45  batteries,  or  the  full  complement 
for  the  three  army  corps  which  we  have 
been  authorised  to  provide  for  home 
defence.  I  may  sum  up  the  increases 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  before 
the  House.  They  consist  of  two  new 
battalions  of  the  Guards,  one  battalion 
of  Cameron  Highlanders,  one  battalion 
fo  West  Indian  troops,  one  battalion  of 
Malta  militia,  3,600  garrison  artillery, 
and  one  battery  of  field  artillery.  It 
^  only  remains  for  me  to  say  that  we  do 
'  not  propose-  that  these  increases  should 
be  carried  out  in  their  entirety  at  once. 
Yonr  liordshipsmust  be  well  aware  <A  the 
objections  to  sudden  alterations  in  the 
_  establishment  of  the  Army.  Sudden 
increases  are  not  only  costly,  but  most 
f  detrimental  to  recruiting.  A  sudden 
,'  influx  of  recruits  at  one  moment  is 
'  followed  by  a  sudden  efflux  at  another, 
and  thereby  we  depart  from  the  sound 
maxim  laid  down  by  Lord  Wantage's 
Committer  that  we  should  endeavour  to 
maintain  a  constant  and  r^ular  flow  of 
recruits  into  the  Army.  We  propose 
tiiat  the  increases  shoold  be  carried  out 
daring  a  period  of  three  years.  I  have 
now  stated  what  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  are,  and  I  can  only  com- 
mend them  to  your  Lordships'  best 
consideration.  [CAeers.] 

Lord  WANTAGE  said  he  desired  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  available 
to  him  in  the  Debate  to  say  that  the 
prc^wsal  to  increase  the  strength  of  the 


Infantry  of  the  Line,  and  the  proposal 
to  add  to  the  strength  of  the  Brigade  of 
Guards,  commended  it»elf  to  his  judg- 
ment. He  wished  specially  to  say  a 
few  words  with  regard  to  the  latter  pro- 
posal. He  would  go  m  far  as  to 
congratulate  the  Guards  upon  the 
proposed  augmentation  of  their  I>atta- 
lions,  which  showed  the  high  value  in 
which  they  were  held.  The  privileges 
of  the  Guards  had  been  from  time  to 
time  greatly  curtailed — indeed,  he  might 
say  that  they  had,  with  one  exception, 
entirely  disappeared.  But,  although 
those  privileges  had  been  withdrawn, 
the  efficiency  of  the  Guards  remuned  aa 
great  now  as  it  ever  had  been  in  the 
past.  The  double  rank,  formerly  borne 
by  the  ofiicers  of  the  Guards,  and 
which  was  conferred  upon  them  by  a 
grateful  country  and  an  admiring 
Sovereign  for  distinguished  services  in 
great  and  victorious  battles,  had  now 
been  abolished,  and  the  Guards  uid  the 
Line,  so  far  as  officers'  rank  was  con- 
cerned, were  now  on  a  precisely  similar 
footing.  But,  although  the  Guards  had 
no  privileges  of  that  nature  over  and 
above  the  Line,  yet  the  duties  of  each 
branch  of  the  Service  and  their  estab- 
lishments differed  widely,  because  they 
were  called  upon  to  fulfil  different  func 
tions.  The  duties  of  home  battalions 
of  the  Line — and  he  referred  specially 
to  t^e  duties  of  the  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers — were  most  onerous, 
and  he  would  even  say  they  were  thank- 
less. They  were  constantly  engaged  in 
the  self-denying  process  of  sending  out 
heavy  drafts  of  their  best  men  to  main* 
tain  the  strength  of  their  link  battalions 
in  India  and  elsewhere,  and,  although 
he  had  never  heard  an  officer  command- 
ing a  home  battalion  complain  publicly 
of  this  self-denying  and  somewhat 
thankless  task,  he  had  often  heard 
them  in  private  lament  the  necessity  of 
a  process  which  left  them  in  many  cases 
little  better  than  commanders  of  dep6ts 
of  Recruits.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  had  referred  in  his  excellent 
Speech  to  the  case  of  India.  England' 
had  deliberately  put  aside  all  proposals 
which  had  been  made  for  the  establish 
ment  of  two  separate  armies — one  to  be 
Her  Majesty's  Army  in  India,  complete 
in  itself,  with  its  training  and  recruiting 
establishments  in  England — and  the 
other.  Her  Majesty's  Army  for  Home 
and  Colomal  Service.     Although  this 
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scheme  had  the  sanction  of  naaay 
thoughtful  persoD8,  and  liad  many 
obvious  advantages  attending  it,  yet  he 
was  convinced  that  its  adoption  would 
Ije  by  no  means  for  the  lienefit  of  Her 
Majesty's  8emce  K^nerally.  £ut  the 
country,  having  elected  to  have  one 
Army  only  for  service — both  in  India  and 
at  bmne — must  be  prepared  to  accept 
the  drawl>Hcks  and  difficulties  thereby 
entailed.  The  fiist  and  most  obvious 
of  these  was  that  the  linked  liattalions 
at  home  Were  merely  nurseries  for  the 
liattalions  in  India,  and  as  such,  «|uite 
unfit — as  had  Ijeen  stated  in  evidence 
by  the  leading  soldiers  of  the  day — to 
undertake  any  fighting  duties  without 
bang  strengthened  by  men  called  up 
from  the  Reserve.  Since  Cardwell's 
scheme,  framed  in  1S72,  the  Army  in 
India  bad  been  from  time  to  time  per- 
manently increased,  and  Egypt  had  been 
occupied  and  garrisoned  by  English 
troops,  without  any  augmentation  of  the 
cadres  at  home.  In  this  way  the 
machinery  which  was  intended  to  pro- 
vide that  every  Wttalifm  abroad  should 
liave  a  corresponding  linked  Imttalion 
at  liome  as  a  feeder,  had  l»een  disUjcated, 
and  the  utmost  difficulty  had  Iwen 
experiejiced  in  providing  the  accessory 
drafts  which  have  to  be  sent  out  to  keep 
up  the  Indian  Establishment.  The 
difficulty  respecting  drafts-  to  India 
liecame  most  pressing  in  1892.  when  Mr. 
Htanhope  appointed  a  committee  to 
propose  remedies.  At  that  time  there 
were,  and  he  believed  at  the  present 
time  there  were  11  battalions  abroad 
which  ought  properly  to  be  at  home. 
India  was  a  hard  mistress,  and  de- 
manded her  drafts  to  Ix)  regularly 
RUppIierl,  although  the  Imttalions  at 
home  might  be  quite  unable  to  furnish 
them.  Now  the  present  pmposal  to 
send  three  iMttalions  of  Guards  to  the 
Mediterranean  would  greatly  relieve  the 
existing  difficulty,  and  tliis  plan  was 
proposed  in  1892,  amongst  other  things, 
by  the  Wantage  Committee.  It 
would  relieve  the  difficulty,  because 
three  battalions  of  the  Line  will  be 
brought  home,  and  will  take  their  place 
in  the  proper  position  allotted  to  them. 
He  would  endeavour  to  explain  in  what 
manner  a  further  advanti^  will  be 
obtaineil.  The  three  battalions  of  the  IJnc 
that  come  home  from  the  Mediterranean 
would  then  become  feeding  battalions, 
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if  he  might  use  such  an  expressioD; 
instead  of  abtorbing  battalions — 
iMttalions  requiring  to  be  kept  up  by 
drafts  from  England,  thus  ooonting,  to 
use  a  Parliamentary  phrase,  six  in  a 
Division.  They  had,  therefore,  the 
increase  of  two  battalions  of  the  Gaards 
on  the  one  side,  against  six  Imttalicms  tiS 
the  Une  on  the  other — the  financial 
balance  in  favour  of  the  Guards  scbenie 
over  the  Line  scheme  showing  a  saving 
of  £197,000  a  year.  The  numbers  of" 
troops  who  were,  fmm  various  cause*, tied 
to  the  Militia,  the  Volunteers  and  the 
Yeomanry — home  defence — as  compared 
with  these  who  were  mobile,  and 
available  for  immediate  and  active 
service  abroad,  were  quite  out  of  propor- 
tion :  tJiey  had  an  abundance  of  the  one 
and  not  enough  of  the  other.  That ' 
state  of  things  required  effective  dealing 
with,  and  the  proposal  to  add  to  the 
UuarHs  was  an  important  and  decuded 
step  in  that  direction,  and  should,  a* 
such,  l>e  welcomed.  The  duties  <tf  the 
Guards,  as  he  had  already  indicated, 
were  fundamentally  different  from  tbone 
of  the  Line.  The  f<irmer  were  relieved 
from  all  obligationH  of  maintaining 
linked  liattalions  abi-oad.  Thedisastrow 
process  of  an  uinual  depletion  of  their 
best  men  was  spared  them,  and  the  ccmse- 
quence  was,  that  the  seven  battaliooa 
of  the  Guards  were  the  finest  that 
could  possibly  be  seen,  fit,  alone 
among  Her  Majesty's  troops  to  go 
anywhere  at  the  shortest  possible  notice. 
Lord  WoUeley,  speaking  before  the 
Wantage  Committee  of  the  young  line 
battalions  not  being  fit  for  servioc^ 
said : — 

Bnt  I  tnalci*  one  grrat  exoeptiim.  and  tbat  a 
i  n  the  rape  of  the  (loardii.  I  think  it  is  atanoct 
A  nf>ceMary  corollary  to  any  ihort  aerrice  cntcm 
for  our  Army  to  have,  my,  nine  battalions  of  the 
bflBt  iroopB  al^'ays  ready  to  do  what  yon  lib* 
with,  llie  Guards  are  as  well  fitt«d  tuT  work 
now  as  I  ciiii  ever  remember,  bnt  there  are 
only  seven  battalion!  of  them.  Bnt  I  db  net 
think  it  ia  poauble  to  have  in  any  anny  d  tfaa 
world  a  finer  body  of  mm." 

He  goes  on  to  say  he  attaches  the 
greatest  importance  to  having  batt^ioos 
of  specially  superior  troops  for  emei^gwcy. 

He  says  : — • 

*'  T  h6ve  long  ui^red  the  adTisability  of  adding 
ttro  bnttaliooa  more  to  the  (.ioards,  ?n^«W^ 
thre?  battalions  for  Mch  regiment,  by  whkli 
means  wo  should  always  have  nine  battaliooa 
of  the  finest  troops  poanble  to  do  anythiiig  with 
on  a  sudden  emergency." 
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Having  shown  the  superiority  of  the  | 
regiments  of  Guards  over  all  other  | 
battalions  of  the  Army  at  home,  the  | 
course  to  be  adopted  seemed  pUin.  The  i 
Commander-in-Chief,  having  obtained . 
the  sanction  of  Government  for  increas- 
ing the  Army,  naturally  desired  to  select 
for  augmentation  those  troops  that  most 
completely  fulfilled  the  requirements  for 
which  they  were  needed.  He  therefore 
proposed  to  add  to  the  Guards  first, 
liecause  they  wore  the  best  troops  we 
possessed  ;  secondly,  because  they  were 
the  most  mobile,  and,  therefore,  most 
suited  for  immediate  emergency,  and  he 
proposed  to  place  one  brigade  of  this 
augmented  force  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Mediterranean,  as  the  spot  where  they 
would  be  more  readily  available. 
One  great  blot  on  our  existing  army 
'system  was  that,  with  all  our  expenditure 
we  could  not,  without  having  recourse  to 
the  Reserve,  send  out  any  number  of 
Corps  on  a  sudden  emergency,  the  one 
exception  being  the  battalions  of  the 
Hrifi^e  of  Guards.  While  speaking  of 
the  Reserve,  he  should  like  to  be  allowed 
to  quote  from  the  Bqwrt  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  went  by  the  name  of  the 
*'  AVantage  Committee."  What  were  the 
functions  of  a  Reserve  1    They  were — 

"  First,  to  raise  units  from  (teioe  to  War  estAb- 
lishment.  Secondly,  to  take  the  pliiee  in  the  ranks 
of  those  men  who  being  recrnits  are  not  fully 
fprowu.  Thirdly,  to  m>lsce  ia  the  ranks  those 
nun  who  are  fotmd  to  have  hecomo  medically 
unfitlor  service  inthefleld.  Founhlv, after fal- 
fllUn^  theabove  requirements,  to  retnin  sufficient 
men  ui  reserve  in  the  second  line,  to  fill  up 
Fiisaaltie«  occiuring  at  the  front,  until  each 
time  aa  the  recniita  left  behind  are  thoniselveH 
ready  to  take  their  places  ia  the  fighting  line." 

{  The  reserve  was  obviously  never  intended 
i  to  be  transferred  at  once  into  the  fighting 
I  iAne  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
1  which  would  be  a  necessity  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  homo  l».ttalions  of  the 
I  I^ine.    Having  proved  the  special  advan- 
t9i^  attending  an  augmentation  of  the 
Brigade  of  Guards,  they  must,  in  his 
opinion,  also  accept  that  which  followed, 
namely,  the  necessity  and  desirability  of 
quartering  a  portion  of  the  brigade  away 
from  the  immediate  proximity  of  the 
.  Sovereign.    There  was  neither  place  nor 
I  requirement  for  additional  battalions  of 
I  Guards  either  at  Windsor,  London,  or 
Aldershot.    The  privilege  of  the  Guards 
to  be  the  special  guard  of  the  Sovereign 
afaoold,  he  thought,  be  interpreted  in  ^e 


broad  sense  of  including  not  only  Her 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  but  also  the 
State.  This,  he  thought  was  established 
by  the  circumstance  that  when  war  broke 
out,  the  first  troops  ordered  on  service 
were  invariably  Her  Majesty's  Guards. 
But  it  was  undoubtedly  the  privilege  of 
the  Guards,  when  at  home,  to  be  usually 
quartered  in  London  or  at  Windsor,  as 
the  ca.'te  might  be.  However  much  this 
privilege  might  be  valued,  and  it  was 
quite  right  it  should  be  valued,  it  was 
not  th^  in  itself  that  had  given  the 
Guards  their  pre-eminence  amoi^pt  other 
raiments.  That  the  Guards  had  been 
enabled  to  inscribe  on  their  colours  the 
record  of  almost  every  great  battle  in 
which  England  had  been  engaged  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  they  had  always 
been  on  the  spot,  ready  and  prepared  for 
action.  In  sending  a  portion  of  the 
,  Guards  to  Gibraltar,  they  would  be 
practically  or  even  more  on  the  spot,  in 
case  of  war,  than  they  would  be  if  quar- 
tered in  England.  Someminor  objections 
had  been  raised  to  sending  the  Guards 
to  Gibraltar,  such  as  die  want  of  rifle 
ranges  and  d^dency  of  drill  ground ;  but 
if  these  existed — which  lie  doubted 
verj"  much — they  applied  equally  to 
the  Line,  and  ought  in  any  case 
to  be  surmounted  without  loss  of  time. 
The  proposal,  therefore,  which  was  now 
being  discussed  amounted  to  this,  that 
the  Government,  amongst  other  things, 
proposed  to  augment  the  Guards  from 
seven  to  nine  mttalions  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  the  best  troops  we 
possessed,  tJhe  best  suited  to  Uieir 
purpose,  because  their  augmentation 
remedied  the  defects  in  the  Gardwell 
scheme.  He  could  not  doubt,  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  Guards,  that  when 
this  proposal  was  shown  to  be  for  the 
advantage  of  the  Army  and  the  country, 
that  a  <M}mplete  and  cordial  acceptance 
of  the  change  would  be  accorded  to  it. 
He  apologised  to  their  Lordships  for 
having  dwelt  on  a  portion  only  of  tliis 
somewhat  large  question.  But  argu- 
ments whitdi  had  occurred  to  him  had 
been  already  made  use  of  in  the  clear 
and  admirable  statement  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  which  he  was  thereby 
relieved  from  alluding  to.  He  saw  in 
his  place  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Methuen) 
who  commanded  the  Brigade  of  Guards. 
No  one  was  better  fitted  than  he  to 
spe^  on  this  subject,  and  he  hoped  he 
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might  not  be  unwilling  to  address  their 
Lordships.  There  was  one  point  on  which 
he  was  sure  the  noble  Lord  would  be  at 
one  with  him,  namely,  in  appealing  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  "War  to  safe- 
guard elFectually  the  Brigade  of  Guards 
from  being  rendered  less  efficient  than 
they  now  were  by  any  undue  depletion 
fur  the  purpose  of  maintainijig  in  full 
force  the  battalions  serving  abroad. 
[Cheers.] 

LoED  METHUEN  said  he  need  not 
apologise  for  addressing  their  Lordships 
un  the  present  occasion,  because  his 
position  as  Commander  of  the  Brigade  of 
tiuwds  gave  him,  he  might  say,  the 
right  to  give  his  views  on  this  matter. 
"When  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
and  the  Commander-in-Chief  were  good 
enough  to  ask  him  his  opinion,  he 
answered  that,  whatever  feelings  he  had 
as  Commander  were  subservient  to  those 
.  which  affected  the  interests  and  the 
welfare  of  Her  Majesty's  Army. 
[C'A«er«.j  They  could,  however,  sympa- 
thise with  him,  uid  with  those  officers 
of  the  Guards  who  had  devoted  their 
lives  to  maintaining  the  Guards  in  the 
state  of  efficiency  in  which  they  had 
been  left  by  their  predecessors,  in  regard 
to  the  anxiety  which  they  felt.  "When 
they  read  the  evidence  of  the  present 
Commander-in-Chief,  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, and  the  late  Commander-in-Chief 
regarding  the  efficiency  of  the  seven 
battalions  of  the  Guards  and  the  attenu- 
ated state  of  the  Line,  surely  they  might 
have  some  feeing  of  anxiety  with  regard 
to  the  Measure  now  before  their  Lord- 
ships. In  olden  days  the  Line  were  told 
very  clearly  that  nothing  was  to  be  done 
that  would  do  them  harm,  and  he  would 
ask  them  whether  the  home  army  now  was 
in  the  same  condition  as  it  was.  But  he 
iiad  no  wish  to  dwell  on  the  efficiency  or 
non-efficiency  of  the  Army.  He  only 
wished  that  those  officers  and  civilians 
who  had  been  so  liberal  in  their  opinions, 
both  verbal  and  in  writing,  bad  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  evidence  given 
before  Lord  "Wantage's  Committee. 
Unless  they  had  studied  tliat  mine  of 
military  information,  he  did  not  think 
their  opinion  could  be  of  any  great 
value.  He  recognised  tlie  kind  feeling 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  shown, 
both  when  he  had  consulted  him  and  in 
the  speech  which  he  had  now  made. 
Any  scheme  for  tiie  increase    the  Army, 

Zorci  WarUage. 


of  Strerujtk).  12W 

if  it  was  to  be  followed  by  any  decrease 
in  the  effici«icy  of  the  Br^ade  of  Guards, 
would  be  evil  and  not  good.   He  did 
not  for  one  moment  say  that  the  measorw 
proposed  were  not  likely  to  be  advan- 
tageous to  tlie  Brigade  of  Guards.  Ue 
held  the  opinion,  and  had  received  it 
also   from   others,   that   it   would  be 
distinctly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Brigadu 
of  Guards  if  they  could  send  six  l»tto- 
lions  into  the  field,  and  they  would  sho 
have  a  better  chance  of  seeing  service. 
But  that  advantage,  he  had  always  said, 
should  not  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of 
efficiency.    There  were  three  dangos 
which  occurred  to  them,  and  he  spokt 
not  merely  for  himself  but  also  for  tbe 
three  commanding  officers  of  r^rimenle 
who  had  given   him    their    able  and 
admirable  advice.    He  should  deprecate 
any  scheme  which  had  for  its  object  the 
tearing  out  of  the  vitals  of  the  six  batt»- 
lions  of  England  in  order  to  put  life  into 
those  which  were  at  Gibraltar.  Any 
depletion  of  the  battalions  in.  Englai^ 
would  be  fatal  to  tiie  Brigade  of  Guaids 
As  to  the  training  <rf  these  Ijattalions  al 
Gibraltar,  if  he  was  told  that  in  one  and 
a-half  years  three  battalions  could  be  a-t 
efficient,  or  very  little  less  efficient,  as 
they  were  when  they  went  out^  what 
was  the  good  of  all  the  teaching  tber 
had  received  when  they  were  told  that 
if  they  were  to  be  equal  to  European 
nations   in  the  exigencies   of  modern 
warfare,    they    should    be  exerdsed 
throughout  the  year  in  all  the  practical 
work  which  really  formed  a  soldier  t  He 
was  entirely  in  favour  of  having  6ibndtir' 
as  a  quarter  for  one  year  or  a  year  and 
a-half,  and  he  did  not  think  that  a  bat- 
talion coming  back  at  the  end  of  a  year 
and    a-half,  at  any    rate,  dangerouslr 
inefficient.    But,  he  urged,  let  th«n  have 
six  efficient  battalions  in  England  and 
one   thoroughly  efficient   battalion  in 
Gibraltar.    There  were  three  evils  in 
Gibraltar  which  existed  in  a  greater 
degree  than  they  did  in  London;  the 
first  was  drtmkenness,  the  second  disesiM^ 
and  the  third  heavy  duty.    Hie  qmrtioa 
of  recruiting  was  one  wit^  whi<^  he  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  he  did  hope  that  if 
any  difficulty   was   found   in  gettii^ 
recruits,  and  if  the  Brigade  of  Gnani» 
was  in  consequence  losing  it  present  fine 
physique,  some  steps  might  be  taken  to 
stop  any  deterioratiMi.   It  was   by  no 
means  clear  that  these  difficulties  omtU 
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/  not  be  got  over,  but  whilst  helping  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  every  way  he  could 
carry  out  this  Measure,  he  felt  that 
he  should  not  be  acting  rightly,  either  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  or  to  the  firigade 
of  Guards,  for  whose  efficiency  he  was 
responsible,  if  he  did  not  point  out 
clearly,  on  Itehalf  of  himself  and  of  the 
ufHcers,  past  and  present,  the  dangers 
and  dillioulties  in  the  way.  ['*  Hear, 
hear  I  "]  The  Brigade  of  Guan^i  were  a 
body  of  troops  that  at  alt  times  had 
gained  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the 
country  ;  they  had  always  done  their 
duty  when  called  upon,  and  he  felt  sure 
their  services  would  not  be  forgotten. 
He  wished  to  disabuse  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  idea  that  there  wiw  any 
feeling  amongst  the  officers  of  the 
Brigade  nf  Uuarflei  adverse  to  going 
nhrnod.  There  were  no  ntticers  whom 
he  knew  who  would  not  as  willingly 
serve  their  country  in  India  or  elsewhere 
as  in  England  if  called  upon.  [Cheers.] 
The  only  danger  he  foresaw  was  the  loss 
of  efficiency. 

♦Lord  MONKSWELL  said  he  rose  to 
ask  the  noble  Marquess  one  or  two  ques- 
tions with  reference  to  the  statement  he 
had  just  made,  and  also  with  reference 
to  the  statement  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons  the  other  day  by  the  Under 
Secretary.  He  was  particularly  gratified 
to  hear  the  noble  Marquess  bestow  such 
high  praise  on  the  policy  of  abolition  of 
purchase.  Everyone  must  agree  that  it 
was  very  desirable  to  make  the  sj  stem  of 
linked  battalion^  as  effective  as  possible ; 
l>ut  he  was  not  quite  certain  that  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  would  have 
that  effect,  because  it  seemed  even  now 
that  the  number  of  battalions  abroad 
would  still  be  permanently  four  in  ex- 
cess of  the  number '  of  battalions  at 
home. 

*The  Mabquess  op  LANSDOWNE; 
I  said  particularly  that  we  did  not  re- 
gard the  deficit  as  composed  of  battalions 
which  would  necessarily  be  permanently 
absent,  and,  therefore,  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  provide  for  it  by  any  permanent 
measures. 

♦Lord  MONKSWELL :  At  any  rate 
there  would  be  a  considerable  deficit  for 
the  present,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that, 
with  the  forward  frontier  policy  which 
•was  being  pursued  by  the  Government, 
it  was  exceedingly  unlikely  Uiat  the 
system  of  linked  battalions  would  be 


absolutely  effective,  even  after  the  in- 
crease the  noble  Marquess  proposed.  But 
he  came  to  what  was  reajly  a  great 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess, and  that  was  recruiting.  A  note 
of  alarm  was  raised  as  to  that  matter  in 
a  letter  in  17ie  Times  of  last  Saturday. 
The  statement  in  the  letter  was  to  tJie 
effect  that  the  Brigade  of  Guards  was 
now  under  its  establishment,  that  trade 
was  improving,  and  that  the  probability 
was  that,  if  guardsmen  were  made  liable 
in  the  future  to  garrison  duty  abroad,  it 
would,  to  a  great  extent,  put  a  stop  to 
recruiting  in  the  Brigade.  That  raised 
another  question.  He  would  like  to  ask 
the  noble  Marquess  whether  or  not  he 
considered  that  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
faith  to  send  the  present  rank  and  file, 
without  tlieir  consent,  to  serve  in  Gibral- 
tar ;  whether  it  was  fou  that  men  enlisted 
for  three  or  seven  years  under  the  present 
system  should  be  so  called  upon?  There 
was  another  matter  connected  with  re- 
cruiting. The  noble  Marquess  proposed  to 
increase  the  garrison  artillery  by  3,600. 
He  was  told  that  the  artillery  was  now 
considerably  under  its  establishment, 
and  that  there  was  the  greatest  possible 
difficulty  in  getting  recruits ;  he  there- 
fore would  like  to  know  how  the  noble 
Marquess  proposed  to  raise  thsse  oddi- 
tiomU  men.  Then  with  regard  to  tiie 
Cameronian  Highlanders.  He  was  told 
that  there  was  also  great  difliculty  in 
recruiting  for  that  regiment,  and  that 
the  regiment  was  at  present  not  a  High- 
land regiment  at  all,  but  was  recruited 
largely  from  London  and  other  places. 
There  were  one  or  two  minor  points  in 
connection  with  the  q)eech  of  the  Under- 
Secretary.  It  was  proposed,  it  seemed, 
to  incur  large  expenditure  in  building 
and  enlarging  barracks ;  and  with  refer- 
ence to  that  a  note  of  warning  as  to  the 
system  at  present  pursued  was  raised  in 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir  John 
C<domb,  who  suggested  that  the  Royal 
Engineers  were  sometimes  employed  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of 
barracks,  in  duties  for  which  their  train- 
ing did  not  qualify  them.  They  were 
called  upon  sometimes  to  act  as  clerk  of 
the  works  — a  post  for  which,  he  was 
told,  their  training  did  not  qualify  them. 
He  did  not  intend  to  say  anything  in 
disparagement  of  the  corps.  Every 
officer  in  the  Engineers  most  be  a 
highly-educated  and  cnltiTated  man,  but 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1267 


Army  (Inereeuf 


{LORDS} 


qf  Sirmffth), 


1268 


he  ought  not  to  be  put  to  perform  highly 
technicid  dnties  in  vhich  he  had  had  no 
experience.  Possibly  the  House  might 
wish  to  have  a  little  more  information 
with  regard  to  the  proposed  fortifications 
of  London.  The  suggestion  came  from 
the  late  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  the  scheme 
was  carried  on  by  the  late  Government ; 
but  even  if  two  Governments  had  com- 
bined in  thinking  it  a  right  suggestion, 
he  did  not  know  that  that  was  absolutely 
conclusive  in  its  favour.  Although  the 
Under  Secretary  said  that  these  fortifica- 
tions had  been  approved  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  the  Adjutant- 
General,  he  did  not  say  that  they  had 
been  approved  by  the  Inspector-General 
of  Fortifications.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Marquess  would  tell  the  House  whetiier 
that  was  so.  Then  the  noble  Marquess 
proposed  to  take  a  large  area  of  land  on 
SiUisbury  Plain  for  encampment  and 
manceuvres.  Sir  John  Colomb  suggested 
i  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  it  would 
'  be  preferable  to  acquire  lands  on  the 
coast,  so  that  manoeuvres  might  be 
carried  ont  in  conjunction  with  the 
naval  forces. 

*TnE  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  would  venture  to  point  out  that  the 
matter  which  the  noble  Lord  discussed 
towards  the  close  of  his  speech  would 
more  appropriately  be  brought  before  the 
House  when  the  Military  Works  Loan 
Bill,  now  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
-  comes  here.  The  speech  of  the  Under- 
Secretary  was  delivered  in  bringing  in 
that  Bill,  and  it  seems  to  me  tliat  any 
criticism  upon  it  might  well  be  deferred 
until  it  arrives  iniyour  Lordships'  House. 
['*  Hear,  hear !  "]  With  regard  to  the 
defences  of  London,  I  may,  perhaps,  be 
allowed  to  say  that  we  are  not  adopting 
any  new  plans  for  this  purpose.  We  are 
merely  carrying  out  certain  works  of  a 
very  modest  oider  which  were  firet 
initiated  in  the  Government  of  which 
Mr.  Stanhope  was  a  member— works 
which  were  very  fully  explained  in  Par- 
liament by  Mr.  Stanhope,  which  were 
carried  on  by  the  late  Government,  and 
Lord  MonJmotM. 


which  are  being  still  further  carried  on 
by  the  present  Government.    I  wUhed 
to  make  that  observation  because  tiiete 
seems  to  be  in  some  quarters  an  im- 
pression that  a  new  and  startling  dewt- 
ure  lias  been  made  in  this  direction. 
With  regard  to  Salisbury  Plain,  if  the 
noble  Lord  will  tell  me  in  confidence  d 
any  area  possessing  advantages  at  all 
corresponding  to  those  which  Salisbury 
Plain  o&rs,  and  which  also  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  on  the  sea  coast,  and 
therefore  suitable  for  combined  naval  and 
military  operations,  I  shall  be  extranely 
obliged  to  him.    \Laiigkter.'\    But  mr 
inquiries  have  not  led  me  to  ex})eot  the 
discovery  of  any  such  terra  infiHjnUn. 
As  to  the  other  tjuestions  of  ttie  noUe 
Lord,  I  do  not  o(muder  there  would  be" 
any  breach  of  faith  in  employing  Guards- 
men in  service  in  the  Mediterranean. 
As  the  noble  Lord  himself  knows,  th^ 
alt  engt^e  for  general  service,  and  an 
therefore  already  liable  for  service  oat<J 
the  United  Kingdom.    Then  the  noble 
Lord  asked  me  a  question  with  regard  to 
our  anticipations  as  to  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  a  sufficient  number  of  recruiU 
for  the  garrison  artillery.    T  have  dk 
reason  to  suppose  that  those  recruits,  who 
will  be  procured  gradually  daring  the 
next  three  years,  will  be  impossible  to 
obtain.   The  last  question  the  noble  Loid 
asked  me  had  reference  to  the  proposal 
to  create  a  second  battalion  of  CameroB 
Highlanders.    I  am  free  to  confess  that 
I  am  a  little  sceptical  as  to  theHixhlaod 
character  of  the  men  of  whom  that  seetwd 
battalion  might  possibly  be  compoeed: 
but  I  must  tell  the  House  that  mmoars 
have  reached  me  that  the  men  no* 
serving  in  the  existing  battalion  are  not 
all  of  unimpeachably  Scottish  origin— 
in  fact  I  have  heard  it  said  that  not  a 
few  of  them  are  enlisted  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  House  in  which  your 
Lordships  are  sitting  at  this  moomt. 

House  adjonmed  at  a  Quarter  {wt 
Six  o'clock,  till  To-^unovai 
a  Quaitcarput  Four  o'deck. 
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HOUSE   OP  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  4th  February  1S97. 


FRANTHISE  AND  REMOVAL  OF 
WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES  BILL. 

Second  Reading  upon  Monday  next. 


QUESTIONS. 


BALINTOHE  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  J.  U.  WEIH  (Row  and  Cro- 
marty) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
ivhother  he  is  aware  that  the  engineers 
to  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  failed 
during  the  construction  of  Balintore 
Harbour  to  require  the  removal  of  cer- 
tain rocks,  whereby  fishing  boats  and 
other  crafts  are  exposed  to  serious  dan- 
ger ;  and  whether  steps  will  be  taken  to 
secure  the  removal  of  these  rocks  at  an 
early  date  % 
♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Gba- 
iiAU  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  Fishery  Board  that  the 
engineers  who  planned  the  harbour,  and 
who  were  appointed  by  the  harlwur 
trustees,  do  not  know  to  what  rocks  this 
ijueation  can  refer,  as  the  excavations 
were  finished  in  accordance  with  the 
plans  and  specifications  in  September 
1893,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  yards 
of  rock  outside  the  harbour  entrance, 
which  were  removed  in  February  1895. 

I'ORT   XESS  HARBOl'R 
(ISLAND  OF  LEWIS). 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Ix)rd 
Advocate  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
extend  the  harbour  at  Port  Ness,  Is- 
land of  Lewis;  and  whether  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  complete  the 
works  during  the  year  1 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE:  There  is 
no  intention  to  extend  the  harbour  at 
Fort  Ness  beyond  what  was  proposed  six 
years  ago.  the  hon.  Member  is  aware, 
a  dispute  between  the  trustees  and  the 
contractors  was  referred  to  arbitration  ; 


and  the  decision  has  not  yet  been  given 
to  us.  For  the  present  it  is  impossible 
to  say  when  the  works  will  be  fiaished. 

CONTRACT.S  WITH  FOREIGNERS. 
SiB  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  if  he  has  succeeded  in  de- 
vising a  better  form  for  the  annual 
return  "  Contracts  with  Foreigners,"  so 
as  to  inform  the  House  not  only  what 
Grovernment  contracts  have  been  placed 
with  contractors  outside  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  also  what  articles  have 
been  supplied  from  foreign  countries  by 
contractors  or  their  agents  resident  in 
the  United  Kingdom  ? 
*The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanbury,  Preston)  : 
The  present  annual  return  is  undoubtedly 
misleading.  In  the  caKe  of  articles 
purchased  abroad  through  English  firms, 
it  has  hitherto  treated  them  as  being  of 
English  origin  or  manu&cture,  though 
really  purchased  abroad.  On  the  other 
hand  articles  purchased  direct  from 
abroad  have  not  been  included  unless 
they  are  such  as  were  also  manufactured 
in  this  country.  If  any  return  is  given, 
it  ought  to  be  accurate,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  show  ail  articles  purchased 
from  contractors  outside  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  the  case  of  articles  ob- 
tained from  English  firms  or  agents, 
it  would  of  course  be  very  difficult,  and 
almost  impossible  to  trace  the  history  of 
every  component  part,  but  with  that 
proviso  there  would  be  no  objection  to  a 
return  showing  all  articles  not  bond  fide 
manufactured  in  this  country. 

MIDWIVES'  REGISTRATION. 

Mr.  C.  E.  SCHWANN  (Manchester, 
N.) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  the 
Government  propose  to  take  any  action 
to  carry  out  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Midwives'  Registration 
(of  1893),  which  was  of  opinion  that  a 
large  amount  of  suflfering  and  death  was 
needlessly  inflicted  on  both  women  and 
children  of  the  so-called  working  classes 
through  the  want  of  medical  training 
amongst  those  practising  as  midwives  % 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir 
Mattqkw  White  Ridlkv,  Lancashire^ 
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Blackpool) :  The  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  informs  me  that  the  Association 
for  promoting  the  oompulsory  registra- 
tion of  midwives  intend  to  promote  a 
Bill  with  this  objeot  during  the  present 
Session,  and  he  has  under  consideration 
the  question  of  reoetTing  a  deputation 
from  the  Association  with  n^^ard  to  it. 

1X>ST  OFFICE  SAVIN(JiS  RANK 
DEPOSITS. 

Me.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  his  attention 
has  been'called  to  tlie  following  complaint, 
contained  in  a  letter  from  a  well-known 
}^nt1eman  at  Belfast,  with  reHpect  to  the 
rejection  of  deposits  of  odd  pence  by  the 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank  :  "  To  be  a 
real  poor  man's  bank,  there  should  be 
given  every  facility  to  the  working 
classes  to  save  pence  as  well  as  shillings 
and  pounds.  The  other  day  I  was  asked 
to  deposit  a  sum  for  a  poor  man — one 
pound  one  shilling  and  tenpenoe.  The 
tenpence  was  refused ;  no  odd  number 
of  pence  undw  twelve — one  shilling- 
could  be  received  "  ;  wliether  he  is  aware 
that  the  calculations  for  interest  on 
deposits  usually  come  out  in  odd  pence, 
and  that  high  officials  of  the  department 
have  declared  that  the  acceptance  of  odd 
pence  with  a  shilling  or  more  would 
impose  no  great  additional  labour  on  the 
clerks  engaged ;  and,  whether^  with  a 
view  to  encourage  thrift,  especially 
among  children  and  the  poorest  dassee 
of  depositors,  he  will  recommend  the 
abolition  of  the  rule  fbrbiddiDg  the 
acceptance  of  odd  pence  over  and  above 
the  minimum  deposit  of  one  shilling  t 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  exclusion  of 
odd  pence  from  an  amount  of  Savings 
Bank  deposit  is  prescribed  by  the  Savings 
Bank  Act  of  1861,  and  not  by  a  mere 
Departmental  rule.  The  Postmaster 
GeneraFs  attention  has  not  been  called 
to  the  remark  attributed  to  a  well-known 
gentleman  at  Belfast,  The  calculation 
of  interest — which  is  entered  only  once 
a  year — does  of  course  include  odd  pence, 
but  this  is  in  no  way  comparable  to  the 
inclusion  of  odd  pence  in  all  the  numerous 
deposit  entries  throughout  the  year. 
The  Postmaster  General  is  not  aware 
that  any  high  officials  have  expressed  the 

nion  that  the  acceptance  of  odd  pence 

r  Jlatthew  White  Ridley, 


with  a  shilling  or  more  would  imposs  no 
great  additional  labour  im  the  de^ 
engaged.  He  is  on  the  contniy 
advised  by  the  high  officials  that  sndi 
a  ohamge  as  the  hon.  Member  sug- 
gests would  enormously  increase  the 
labour  and  cost  of  the  Savings  But 
transactions.  The  Postmaster  Genml 
believes  that  the  system  of  allowing 
penny  stamps  to  lie  affixed  Ui  slip!)  to 
makeup  deposits  of  a  shilling — origuullr 
introdiwed  by  Mr.  Fawoett — is  all  that 
is  necessary,  and  he  has  no  intratiim  of 
recommending  a  change  in  tiie  law. 

Ma.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) 
asked  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentiemu 
could  state  the  name  of  the  **  well-known 
gentleman  "  in  Belfast  t 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  he  could  not 
give  the  name. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  said 
that  as  a  matter  of  explanation  he  might 
state  that  the  name  of  the  gentlenun 
referred  to  was  Mr.  John  Ward,  J.P.,  d 
Lennoxvale,  Belfast.  The  original  lettn 
was  sent  to  the  Postmastw  General. 


PETERHEAD  HARBOUR. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  be  cut 
explain  why  the  available  convict  labour 
for  the  construction  of  the  harbour  at 
Peterhead  is  so  much  less  than  originsHj 
contemplated  as  to  increase  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  -frork  by  jE160,000  ? 

*The  lord  ADVOCATE  :  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  Prison  Commissioners  that 
in  1882,  when  thePeterhead  SchemewH 
HU^ested,  it  was  estimated  that  the  wwk- 
ing  party  of  convicts  which  would  be 
available  would  be  500,  whereas  »t 
present  the  total  available  number  v 
235.  The  falling-cffis  due  to  a  deeresae 
in  the  annual  average  of  sentences  to 
penal  servitude,  and  in  their  averse 
duration. 


MAIL  BAQ  SEALS. 
Sib  JOHN  LEKO :  I  beg  to  ask  tlw 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represaitiDg 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is 

aware  that  evfry  sealed  mail  bagsoit 
from  the  Post  Office  can  be  easily  opened 
without  breaking  the  seal  or  cutting  the 
twine,  and  rifled  of  its  contents,  which 
can  then  be  replaced  wholly  or  in  pvt 
with  the  seal  still  intact ;  whether  an 
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easy  method  of  doing  this  has  been 
demonstrated  to  Mr.  Braid,  postmaster, 
Glasgow ;  whether  Mr.  Peter  Dunsire,  of 
Buckhaven,  has  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Department  a  simple  invention 
which  would  make  it  impossible  to  rob  a 
mail  bag  without  cutting  it :  whether 
this  invention  could  be  applied  at  very 
small  cost  to  each  nuul  i»g;  and,  on 
what  grounds  Hhe  Department  have 
declined  to  secure  the  safe  transit  of  Her 
Majesty's  mails  by  refusing  to  adopt  Mr. 
Dnnsire's  invention,  or  'allowing  the 
trial  of  it  which  was  sanctioned  by  Mr. 
Mahon,  Surveyor  of  the  Edinburgh  Post 
Office! 

Mr.  HANBUBY  :  It  is  not  the  fact 
that  every  sealed  mail  bag  can  be  easily 
opened  without  breaking  the  seal  or 
cutting  the  string.  Mr.  Dunsire,  who 
was  at  the  time  sub-postmaster  of  Methil, 
was  permitted  to  experiment  on  a  bag  in 
the  presence  of  the  Postmaster  of  Ola^w, 
and  succeeded  in  drawing  the  neck  of 
the  bag  through  the  string,  but  bags  are 
nov  so  made  as  to  render  such  a  manipu- 
lation of  the  neck  impossible  if  ordinary 
care  is  used  in  tying  the  string.  Mr. 
Dunsire's  invention,  which  is  similar  to 
many  others  submitted  for  the  considera- 
tion oS  the  Department,  was  thoroughly 
examined  by  practical  officers,  but  it  was 
not  held  to  sifford  any  greater  security 
than  the  present  method,  while  the  cost 
would  be  much  greater,  and  more  time 
would  be  required  for  closing  the  bags. 
The  present  method  of  fastening  b^ 
with  string  and  wax  is  simple- and  satis- 
factory, and  there  is  no  risk  attendant 
thereon  which  Mr.  Dunsire's  invention 
would  remove. 


Mr.  HANBTJRY  :  It  is  a  fact  that 
it  is  intended  to  erect  a  new  post  office 
building  in  Wind  Street,  Swansea,  at  a 
cost  of  £47,000  for  site  and  building. 
The  plans  have  been  shown  to  the  Town 
Council,  and  the  Fostmutter  General  is 
not  aware  that  great  dissatisfaction 
existB  among  the  inhabitants  in  regard 
to  them.  The  CouncU,  however,  have 
suggested  that  the  elevation  should  be  of 
a  more  imposing  character,  and  that  the 
building  itself  should  be  set  back  on  two 
sides.  The  Postmaster  General  is  in 
communication  with  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  on  these  points,  but  he 
cannot  hold  out  any  hope  that  any  addi- 
tion will  be  authorised  to  the  large 
expenditure  of  public  money  already 
authorised  upon  the  building. 


SWANSEA  POST  OFFICE. 
Mb.  BRYNMOB  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  I  b^  to>aak  the  Seraetary  to 
^6  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
mastw  General,  whether  it  is  the  fact 
that  it  is  intended  to  erect  new  post 
office  buildings  in  Wind  Street,  Swansea ; 
whether  the  Postmaster  General  is  aware 
that  great  dissatisfaction  exists  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Swansea  in  regard  to 
the  plans  of  the  proposed  new  buildings ; 
and  whether  the  Postmaster  General  will 
postpone  any  final  decision  as  to  the 
adoption  of  these  plans  until  further 
opportunity  has  been  given  for  laying 
b^ore  him  the  objeotiona  taken  to  ttiem  1 

VOL.  XLV.  [foukth  sbbibs.] 


WATER  SUPPLY  (RURAL  DISTRICTS). 

Sir  CAMEBON  GULL  (Devon, 
Barnstaple)  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that,  although  statutory  obligations  are 
imposed  upon  rural  district  councils  in 
respect  of  the  supply  of  water  to  places 
within  their  district,  it  has  been  often 
found  practically  impossible  for  those 
councils  to  carry  out  their  obligations  in 
the  absence  of  powers  of  compulsory  pur- 
chase ;  and  whether,  liaving  r^rd  to 
the  serious  amount  of  sickness  in  country 
districts  which  is  directly  traceable  to 
insufficient  or  impure  water  supply,  he 
could  introduce  at  an  early  date  a  short 
Measure  enabling  rural  district  councils 
to  compulsorily  acquire  water  rights  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVEBNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Hbnry 
Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Sieaford) :  I  am 
advised  that  there  have  been  cases  where 
district  councils  have  been  placed  at  a 
disadvantage,  and  I  have  already  caused 
the  point  to  be  noted  as  one  of  the  mat- 
ters which  should  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  any  Bill  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Public  Health  Acts ;  but 
for  reasons  already  given  on  other  Mat- 
ters I  cannot  undertake  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  this  Session. 

Sir  CAMERON  GULL :  Is  there  any 
immediate  prospect  of  a  Bill  being  intro- 
duced t 

Mb.  CHAPLIN:  No;  I  cannot  say 
that. 
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OATAir  AND  LEITRIU 
LIGHT  RAILWAY. 

'  Mb.  J.  P.  FABRELL  (Cavan,  W,)  ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury whether  the  capitalisation  of  the 
shares  of  the  Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light 
Railway  has  yet  been  effected  so  as  to 
give  the  relief  intended  by  the  Act  passed 
in  1895 » 

Ma.  HANBURY:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber refers  no  doubt  to  the  Government 
contribution,  not  to  the  shares.  I  have 
heard  nothing  more  from  the  Company 
on  the  subject.  Thtir  August  Report 
stated  that : 

"Owing  to  the  high  jnice  of  ths  Compaoy'i 
itock  it  has  been  foond  impoasible  to  adopt  with 
advaiitage  to  the  ratopayers  and  ehatenolders 
the  pioviaioos  of  the  Trun ways  (Ireland)  Act, 
1895,  lor  redemption  of  tiie  Tnaainy  con- 
tribntion  to  the  Counties  in  aid  ol  Baronial 
Guarantee." 


n76 


HOYAL  CANAL  HARBOTTR  (LONGFORD). 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether,  in  view  of  the  many  accidents 
which  have  occurred  in  the  Royal  Canal 
Harbour  at  Longford,  resulting  in  the 
death  of  a  great  number  of  persons  since 
it  was  first  opened,  he  is  prepared  to  give 
his  assent  to  the  introduction  of  a  short 
Bill  to  enable  Town  Commissioners  and 
other  public  bodies  to  enclose  such 
dangerous  places,  which  it  appears  they 
cannot  at  present  legally  do  1 

Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  Croy- 
don) :  Until  I  have  seen  such  a  Meaaure 
as  is  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  I 
am  not  able  to  say  what  my  attitude  will 
be  in  respect  to  it. 


STORNOWAY  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  aa  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  tJie  Stomoway  mail,  which  is 
dispatched  from  London  vith  the  Wick 
mail  at  8.30  p.m.,  is  thrown  out  at  Ding- 
wall at  11.14  a.m.,  and  there  delayed 
until  11.55  a.m.,  when  it  is  sent  on  by  a 
train  stopping  at  all  stations,  with  the 
result  that  it  does  not  arrive  at  Strome 
Ferry  until  2.10  p.m.,  whence  it  is 
dispatched  W  steamer  to  Stomoway, 
reaching  the  latter  place  too  late  in  the 


evening  to  admit  the  businett  commnnity 
to  reply  by  the  return  mail  le»viiig  one 
hour  after  midnight ;  and,  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  ao(»lerate  the  Stomo- 
way mail  service,  which  not  only  affects 
a  population  of  30,000  in  the  XsUnd  at 
Ijewia,  but  also  a  considerable  populatltHi 
on  the  western  mainland  of  Roes-shire  % 
Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Stornoway 
mail  is  conveyed  in  the  manner  stated 
in  the  hon.  Member's  question,  and  is 
due  to  reach  Stwnoway  about  9  pan.  A 
ddivery  of  letters  to  •nUlevs  at  the  Post 
Office  is  afforded  the  same  evenizig  when- 
ever the  steamer  arrives  in  time  ror  sndi 
delivery  to  be  made  by  10.15  p.m.,  and 
on  such  occasions  opportunity  is  given 
for  reply  to  urgent  letters  by  the  outgcnng 
mail  of  the  same  night.  To  accelerate 
the  arrival  of  the  mail  at  Stomoway,  aa 
desired  by  the  hon.  Member,  would  in- 
volve heavy  expenditure  to  the  Post 
Office,  whicli  tine  circnmstanees  do  not 
warrant.  Moreover,  the  earlier  arTival 
of  the  mail  would  benefit,  not  the  whole 
population  of  Lewis,  but  only  the  in- 
habitants of  Stomoway, 


METROPOLITAN  RAILWAT 
(VENTILATION). 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trad^  if  he  will 
state  whether  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  ventilation  of 
the  underground  railways  of  London  has 
been  appointed ;  and,  if  so,  will  be  state 
the  names  of  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee t 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  Committee  was 
appointed  on  the  2nd  of  this  month,  and 
the  names  of  the  Members  appeared  in 
the  newspapers  yesterday  morning.  They 
are : — 

Major  Marindm,  R.E.,  C.M.G. 

(Churman), 
Earl  RusaelL 

Sir  Douglas  Oalton,  E.C.B. 

Sir  Charles  Sootter. 

Dr.  John  Soott  Hiddane. 


METRIC  SYSTEM, 
Mr.  A.  J.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffidd, 
Brightside) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  when  he  proposes 
to  introduce  the  Bill  of  last  Session  for 
the  metric  system  of  weights  and 
measures  1 
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Mb.  RITCHIE:  I  am  unable  at  other 
preeoit  to  fix  a  date,  but  I  hope  its  in- 
toodnotion  will  not  be  unduly  delayed. 


MEDrrEBRANKAK  GARRISON 
(BBIGADE  OF  QUARDS). 

Sib  JAMES  FEEGUSSON  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Gorem- 
ment,  as  imported,  to  add  two  battalions 
to  the  brigade  of  Goacds,  and  to  station 
certain  battalions  o(  the  brigade  in  a 
Mediterranean  garrison  ;  and  whether 
any  other  additions  to  the  Army  are 
'  contemplated  1 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  for  "WAR  (Mr.  Bbodbick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  It  will  be  gathered 
from  the  Estimates  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment ^at  it  is  mtended  to  add  a  batta- 
lion each  to  the  Coldstream  Guards  and 
Scots  Guards,  and  to  station  three  batta- 
lions of  the  Guards  in  the  Mediterranean. 
It  is  also  proposed  to  add  a  battalion  to 
the  Cameron  Hij^landera,  which  is  the 
only  single-battalion  regiment  in  the 
Army.  It  b  further  intended  to  raise 
an  additional  raiment  of  Malta  Artillery 
and  to  add  a  battalion  to  the  West  India 
R^iment^  while  the  Garrison  Artillery 
will  be  increased  by  3,400  men.  One 
field  battery  to  complete  the  equipment 
-of  three  army  corps  will  also  be  raised. 
The  Estimates,  with  a  memorandum  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  fully  explaining 
these  increases,  will  be  in  the  liands 
of  Members  to-morrow  morning. 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  May  I 
ask  the  -  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
the  employment  of  the  Guards  on  foreign 
service  in  time  of  peace  is  intended  to  be 
exceptional,  or  whether  it  is  intended  to 
.place  them  permanently  on  foreign 
servicot 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  This  arrangement 
has  been  put  forward  by  the  military 
Aathoritiea  as  being  the  best  and  most 
•economical  scheme  of  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  Army.  Ito  operation  will  require 
to  be  carefully  watched,  and  should  the 
effect  on  reo^iting  in  the  Guards  be 


led  to 

ecpect  the  whole  position  will  be  re- 
considered. I  need  hardly  say  that  we 
have  no  intention  of  doing  anything  to 
alter  the  historic  character  of  the 
Guards.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  asked  when  there  would 
be  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
matter  on  the  Army  Estimates  t 

Mb.  BRODRICK  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  that  question. 
*Mb.  McLEOD  (Sutherbind)  asked  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  say 
where  the  Cameron  Highlanders  were  to 
come  from^  seeing  that  the  Govern- 
ment refused  to  introduce  legislation  to 
keep  Highlanders  in  the  country  1  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  "  Ireland."]  [Laughter.] 
Mb.  BRODRICK  :  I  hope  they  will 
come  from  the  same  source  of  recruiting 
as  at  present. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.): 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say 
whether  there  is  any  intention  of  estab- 
lishing a  battalion  of  Irish  Guards  1 

Mb.  BRODRICK:  No,  Sir.  [Irish 
ironical  cheers,'] 


PERSECUTION  OF  NESTORIANS. 
Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
GoTemmcoit  have  any  recent  information 
regarding  the  persecution  of  the  Nes- 
torian  Christians  inhabiting  the  higher 
mountain  regions  of  Assyria  above  the 
banks  of  the  Zab  and  Habor ;  whether 
they  ue  now  surrounded,  with  the  help 
of  the  Kurds,  and  their  caravans  pre- 
vented from  leaving  the  country  to  pro- 
cure food ;  and  whether  they  are  in 
great  danger  of  perishing  from  famine  t 
*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  G.  CuBZON,  Lancashire  Southport)  : 
The  latest  reports  on  the  subject  of  the 
Nestorians  received  from  Her  Majesty's 
Vice-Consul  at  Van  were  dated  Decem- 
ber 20th  and  November  15th,  and  in 
neither  of  them  did  Major  William» 
seem  to  anticipate  the  state  of  things 
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Buggeeted  in  this  Queetion.  He  spoke  of 
the  Kurds  as  a  terror  to  Christians  and 
Moslems  ^ike,  but  he  took  a  more  hope- 
ful view  of  the  situation  as  affecting  the 
Nestorians.  The  latter,  although  th^ 
had  suffered  from  Kurdish  raids,  had  on 
the  vhole,  in  his  opinion,  oome  compara- 
tively well  through  the  recent  troaolee ; 
and  their  condition  was  a  happy  one 
contrasted  with  that  of  the  Armenian 
peasantry.  There  was  no  idea  of 
coercing  them  if  they  remained  quiet, 
and  he  did  not  thiuk  there  was  any 
cause  for  alarm  on  the  part  of  their 
&iends.  In  October  last,  on  hearing 
from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury's 
mission  of  an  intention  to  disarm  the 
Kestorians  in  the  Tyari  and  Ashiret 
districts,  inquiries  were  made,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Vice  Consul  at  Van  tde* 
graphed  that  there  was  no  tmtii  in  the 
reports.  I  may  add  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  has  any  private  information  on 
the  subject  which  he  cares  to  communi- 
cate to  me  T  shall  be  happy  to  receive  it. 


IRISH  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FAREELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Foetmaster  General, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  new  time  table 
for  an  accelerated  mail  swvioe  between 
England  and  Ireland,  it  wonld  be  possible 
to  send  on  all  mails  for  Cavan,  Bedtnrbet, 
and  Enniskillen  from  Dund^  immedi- 
ately on  the  arrival  of  the  limited  mail 
there  each  morning  instead  of,  as  at 
present,  delaying  the  train's  departure 
till  9  o'clock  and  then  only  sending  the 
mails  on  a  slow  train  1 

Mr.  HANBURYf:  The  question 
raised  by  tiie  hon.  Membw  shall  be 
examined  in  connection  with  the  revision 
of  the  daily  mail  service  between 
Dublin  and  Bel&st,  but  if  the  only  way 
of  effecting  the  improvement  is  by  the 
eetablishment  of  additional  trains  at  the 
cost  of  the  Post  Office,  I  fear  it  will  not 
be  practicable  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin, 
College  Green  {Mr.  J.  L.  Cabbv),  I  beg 
to  ask  ^e  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  Geiwral, 
whether  he  will  see  that  provision  is 
made  in  the  new  arrangement  for  the 
acceleration  of  the  Irish  mails  for  giving 

Mr.  0.  Curzon. 


to  passengers  by  the  up  and  down  day 
trains  between  London  and  Holyhead 
the  same  facilities  for  booking  third 
class  as  are  given  at  present  to  English 
and  Scotch  passengers  by  the  same  trains 
between  London,  Crewe,  and  Chester  1 

Mr.  HAKBURY:  No,  Sir;  it  must 
be  left  to  the  Railway  Company  to 
determine  what  classes  of  traffic  ibaj  can 
cany  by  the  maU  trains  consiitentfy 
with  the  due  performance  of  the  mail 
service  for  which  they  contract  with  the 
Postmaster  General.  The  wish  of  the 
Irish  representatives  that  provisions 
should  be  made  in  the  trains  tor  third 
class  passengers  to  and  from  Ireland  is 
well  known  to  the  Railway  Company, 
but  they  have  hitherto  stated  that  they 
cannot  see  Uieir  way  to  make  such  pro* 
vision, 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  When 
tJiis  train  was  first  eetaUiahed  it  was 

specially  for  the  conveyance  of  th« 
passenger  traffic  to  Ireland.  Since  then 
the  Company  b^^n  to  use  it  for  canning 
English  and  Scotch  passengers. 
*Mr.  SPEAKER:  "Order,  order!" 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  replying  apon  the 
answer  ;  he  is  not  asking  a  question. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  With  all 
respect,  the  rig^t  lum.  Gentleman  has  not 
answered  the  question — wlwtha'  the 
Postmaster  General  has  not  power  to 
prevent  the  using  of  the  trains  for  carry- 
ing English  and  Scotch  passengers  when 
the  Company  will  not  give  facilities  to 
Irish  passengers  1 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  What  the  Post- 
master General  has  to  consider  is  the 
carriage  at  the  mails ;  he  is  not  concerned 
with  we  passenger  traffic  at  all. 


ARMT  PENSION 
(JOHW  FITZPATRICK). 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office,  if  he  can  state  the  reasons  wfaidi 
influenced  the  Paymaster  General  ta 
stop  the  pension  awarded  to  John  Fiti- 
patrick,  of  Fartherin,  Ballyconnell, 
county  Cavan,  and  whether  such  action 
was  in  accordance  with  the  rcgulatioos  t 
*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THB  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Fowux- 
WiLUAHS,  Birmingham,  S.):  The  pen- 
sion of  John  Fitspatrick,  amounting  to 
6s.  5d.  per  week,  was  snqkoided  by  the 
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Comraissioners  of  Chelsea  Hospital  dur- 
ing his  imprisoQment  for  contempt  of 
Court,  in  not  having  paid  a  debt  of 
168.  9d.  on  which  judgment  had  been 
obtained  against  him  two  months  pre- 
viously. CommissioDors  held  that 
as  he  was  able-to  pay  the  debt  and  had 
refused  to  do  so,  although  ample  time 
had  been  allowed,  and  that  as  his 
imprisonment  involved  his  maintenance 
at  the  expense  of  the  State,  the  case  was 
one  in  which  it  was  right  for  them  to 
exercise  the  powers  of  temporary  forfei- 
ture conferred  on  them  by  Her  Majesty's 
Warrant. 


DIVISIOITAL  POLICE  COMMISSIONEHS 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  D.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan, 
N.)  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Monaghan  (Mr.  Jambs  Dalt),  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
can  state  how  many  divisional  commis- 
sioners of  police  there  are  in  Ireland,  and 
how  much  salary  they  receive  ;  and, 
whether  he  can  say  if  the  reduction  of 
the  police  force  in  Ireland  will  lessen  the 
dntus  of  Uie  divisional  commissioners ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  reduce  the 
salaries  of  the  divisicmal  oommissioners 
accordingly  % 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gerald  BALFonB, 
Leeds,  Centr^) :  There  are  four  divi- 
sional commissioners  at  present  employed 
in  Ireland,  each  in  receipt  of  a  salary  of 
X1,000  perannum.  The  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  ^e  police  force  will  not  afiect  the 
duties  or  emoluments  of  these  ofBcers. 


COTTAGE  GARDENS. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (1)  whether  it  is  the  case 
that  the  provision  in  the  Agricultural 
Bates  Act  admitting  to  any  benefit  of 
the  Act,  inter  alia,  cottage  gardens 
exceeding  one  quarter  of  an  acre,  has 
been  so  affected  by  letters  from  the 
Inland  Revenue,  appearing  to  be  based 
upCHL  Article  5,  Section  3,  of  the  Local 
GoTenunent  Board  Order,  as  to-  exclude, 
in  the  parish  of  East  Dean  alone,  hundreds 
of  small  freeholders  from  such  benefit ; 
(2)  whether  he  is  aware  that  Article  5, 
Section  3  (c),  of  the  Order  of  the  Local 


Government  Board,  by  which  it  is 
directed  that,  in  the  case  of  premises 
consisting  partly  of  agricultural  land  and 
partly  of  buildings,  the  minimum  rateable 
value  of  the  part  consisting  of  the  build- 
ings shall  be  jE3,  has  had  the  effect  of 
exduding  from  the  benefit  of  the  Act 
all  cotta^  with  gardens  of  which  the 
gross  rateable  value  does  not  exceed  £3 ; 
and  (3)  whether  he  will  introduce  such 
modifications  into  the  Order  that  cotta- 
gers to  whom  the  Act,  by  virtue  of  the 
definition  section,  expressly  applies  may 
not  be  excluded  irom  its  benefit  % 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  With  respect  to  the 
first  question,  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
facts  mentioned  as  to  letters  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  and  they  are 
not  within  my  knowledge.  As  regards 
the  second  question,  I  imagine  that  the 
cases  of  cottages  with  an  area  of  land 
exceeding  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  where  the 
rateable  value  of  house  and  land  would 
be  less  than  £3,  would  be  very  excep 
tional,  assuming  that  the  hereditament 
is  assessed  at  its  proper  rateable  value. 
The  case  to  which  the  right  hon.  Member 
refers  is  the  only  one  that  has  been 
brought  under  my  attention  where  it  has 
been  alleged  that  any  hardship  has 
occurred  from  tiie  operation  tA  the  Order 
in  this  respect.  Apart  from  any  other 
consideration,  no  alteration  of  the  Order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  could 
now  affect  this  question.  The  several 
statements  of  value  have  been  long  since 
settled  by  the  Assessment  Committees, 
and  the  time  for  appeals  has  passed. 
The  lists  as  settled  will  come  into  opera- 
tion for  all  rates  made  after  the  3Ist 
March  next. 
*SiR  C.  DILKE  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  inquire  as  to  the 
l^ality  of  the  portion  of  the  letter  which 
professed  to  be  based  on  the  order  of  his 
Department,  or  should  he  address  a 
question  on  the  legality  of  the  letter  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  1 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  was  understood  to 
answer  in  the  affirmative. 


INSANITV. 
Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  On 
behalf  dt  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow, 
Tradeston,  (Mr.  A.  C.  Cobbbtt),  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  number 
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of  insane  persons  under  official  cognisance 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  Ireland  included, 
have  increased  from  55,525  in  1862  to 
128,896  in  1895,  and  that  the  ratio  o£ 
insane  per  1,000  of  the  population  has 
gone  up  daring  the  same  period  from 
1 -81  to  3*28 ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  he  will 
take  steps  to  convene  an  International 
Conference  to  ascertain  what  measures 
can  be  taken  to  arrest  the  spread  of  the 
disease  1 

Sir  MATTHEW  white  RIDLEY: 
I  am  a^are  of  the  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  insane  persons  in  institutions, 
and  I  would  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  on  Febuary  28  last  year  I  stated 
in  this  House  that  I  should  consult  with 
the  Lord  Chancellor  with  a  view  to  the 
attention  of  the  Lunacy  Commissioners 
being  specially  directed  to  the  question. 
The  Lunacy  Commissioners  have,  I  am 
informed,  completed  a  special  report  on 
the  subject,  wliichis  now  in  the  printer's 
hands ;  and  until  I  have  bad  the  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  that  report  I  should 
prefer  not  to  reply  to  the  second  part  of 
the  hon.  Member's  Question. 

Mh.  VESEY  KNOX  (Londonderry) 
asked  whether  the  inquiry  would  include 
Ireland  1 

SiK  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
No,  Sir ;  it  will  not  include  Ireland, 
because  there  was  a  special  inquiry  in 
the  matter  in  Ireland  before. 


ILLEGAL  SUPPI-Y  OF  SRA.ME2i 
(GLASGOW). 

Mr.  JOHN  BAIRD  (Glasgow,  Cen- 
tral) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  case  of  John  Anderson,  boarding 
house  keeper,  Broomielaw,  Glasgow,  who 
was  tried  at  Greenock  on  16th  December 
last  for  supplying  to  the  British  ship 
Kivifs  County  six  seamen,  five  of  whom 
were  his  own  boarders;  whether  Anderson 
pleaded  in  defence  that  he  was  told  two 
years  before  by  Mr,  Ros3,  Superintendent 
uf  Mercantile  Marine  at  Glasgow,  that 
if  he  only  supplied  men  who  were  his 
own  boarders,  and  charged  no  fee,  he 
would  not  be  interfered  with,  which 
statement  was  corroborated  by  Mr.  Ross ; 
whether  with  regard  to  the  remaining 
seamen,  it  was  proved  that  his  own 
boarding  house  keeper  had  taken  him 
down  to  Greenock ;  whether  Anderson 

Jfr.  P.  {yjBnen. 


was  convicted  and  fined  X2  for  each  roan ; 
and  whether,  under  the  circomatances, 
he  will  advise  that  the  fine  he  remitted  1 
*Thk  LORD  ADVOCATE :  I  have 
made  inquiry  into  this  case.  All  the 
statements  made  in  my  htm.  FrieuFi 
Question  were  made  befnv  and  ex- 
amined by  the  Sheriff,  who  convicted, 
but  imposed  a  modified  penalty.  I  see 
no  reason  to  set  aside  his  deeiaaon. 

DISTRESS  (WESTPORT  rNION). 

Dr.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  hii 
attention  has  been  called,  by  resolution 
of  the  Westport  Board  of  Guardians,  to 
the  distress  at  present  existing  in  the 
Louisburgh  Division  of  the  Westport 
Union,  and  to  the  need  for  establishing 
some  remunerative  relief  works ;  and 
whether  he  would  favourably  MUisader 
the  request  of  the  Westport  Board  of 
Guardians,  viz.,  to  establish  a  line  c4 
railway  between  Westport  and  Louis- 
burgh, which  would  have  the  effect  of 
relieving  the  several  congested  districts 
between  those  two  points,  and  of  develop- 
ing the  fishing  industry  to  the  west 
■  of  Louisburgh  \ 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  have 
received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  referred 
to.  The  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
poorer  classes  in  this  district  have  re- 
ceived and  will  continue  to  receiTe,  the 
very  careful  attention  of  the  Poor  Lav 
Authorities,  but  it  is  not  anticipated 
that  it  will  become  necessary  to  supple- 
ment the  resources  of  the  poor  law  by 
the  establishment  of  relief  works.  With 
regard  to  the  suggested  construction  dt  a 
railway  between  Westport  and  Louis- 
burgh, I  cannot  hold  out  any  hope  that 
the  line  will  be  included  in  the  allocatioii 
of  the  Grant  provided  by  the  Act  last 
year. 

Mr.  DANE  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  received  a  report 
in  reference  to  this  district  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  am 
continually  receiving  reports  from  all 
Uiose  districts. 

DONEGAL  PETTY  SESSIOIfS. 
Mr.  J.  G.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Lei- 
trim,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irelaod 
(1)  whether  hia  attention  has  been  called 
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to  a  report  of  the  Bonegal  Petty  Sessions, 
held  on  Wednesday  the  20th  ultimo, 
where  Constable  Fatriok  Wall,  o{  the 
Moontoharles  Police  Station,  charged 
Patrick  Gallagher,  of  Mountcharles, 
with  being  drunk  and  disordorly,  and  on 
the  case  being  investigated  by  the 
Magistrates  (Mr.  Gerald  Butter,  R.M., 
presiding)  they  dismissed  it,  and  cen- 
sured the  constable  ;  (2)  is  he  aware  that 
within  the  past  three  months  this  con- 
stable has  brought  several  charges  against 
publicans  and  others,  which  on  investi- 
gation by  the  Donegal  Bench  were 
dismissed ;  and  (3)  whether  the  authorities 
intend  to  take  any,  and,  if  so,  what 
action  in  refbrence  to  tiie  oondoct  of  this 
constable  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  have 
been  furnished  with  a  report  of  the 
proceedings  on  the  hearing  of  this  case. 
Complaint  having  been  made  by  the  de- 
fendant as  to  the  action  of  the  constable, 
he  was  informed  that  he  should  take  out 
a  summons  against  the  constable,  on  the 
charge  of  violation  of  duty  under  Section 
19  of  the  6  &  7  WiUiam  IV.,  cap.  13, 
when  the  Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions 
could  make  a  sworn  inquiry  into  the 
case,  and  deal  with  it  as  provided  for 
under  the  Statute.  This  step  Mr. 
Gallagher  proposes  to  take.  The  fact  is 
not  as  stated  in  the  second  paragraph ; 
of  nine  prosecutions  brought  by  this 
constable  during  the  past  three  months 
only  two  were  dismissed. 

Mh.  MACNEILL  was  understood  to 
ask  why,  the  Magistrates  having  cersured 
this  constable,  the  Constabulary  autho- 
rities would  not  investigate  his  conduct 
vi^  a  view  to  some  action? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  that 
a  remedy  having  been  provided  by  law, 
the  suggestion  oi  the  hon.  Member  had 
no  force. 


COLLECTIOX  OF  LICE^'C■ES. 
Mr.  T.  lough  (IsUngton,  W.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Ohancellor  ol  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  the  various  licence 
duties  which  are  now  contributed  in 
Great  Britain  to  local  taxation  are 
qollected  by  Imperial  taxgatherers ; 
and  whether,  as  in  Ireland,  the  licences 
are  not  devoted  to  local  purposes,  he  is 
willing  to  give  over  the  collection  of  these 
licences  to  the  local  authorities  who  now 
reoave  tiie  proceeds,  and  so  relieve  the 


Imperial  taxpayers  generally  and  Ire- 
land especially  1 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  The  licence 
duties  which  are  now  contributed  in 
Great  Britain  to  local  taxation  are 
collected  by  Imperial  officers.  This 
arrangement  was  part  of  the  scheme 
under  which  the  allocation  of  these 
licences  to  local  taxation  was  made, 
and  I  see  no  reason  at  present  for  dis- 
turbing it.  The  transfer  of  the  collection 
of  licences  to  local  officers  would 
throw  a  considerable  burden  on  the 
localities  with  a  vrary  small  economy  to 
the  Imperial  Exchequer,  The  assign- 
mestA  of  local  licences  in  Great  Britain 
to  local  authorities  was  in  lieu  of  cer- 
tain grants  in  aid  of  local  purposes  which 
were  discontinued.  There  has  been  no 
discontinuance  of  the  corresponding 
Grants-in-aid  in  Ireland. 


IIOYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  instructions  have  been 
given  to  cease  recruiting  for  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary,  and  to  reduce  the 
number  of  mounted  men  in  that  force  ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  explain  what  is  the 
object  of  the  Government  in  carrying  out 
these  economies  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  have 
already  explained  that  it  is  proposed  to 
effect  a  reduction  in  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  by  allowing  the  force  to 
waste  down,  through  retirements  and  the 
stoppage  <^  recruiting,  by  605  men, 
after  which  it  will  stand  at  10,830  men. 
The  mounted  section  of  the  force  will 
be  reduced  by  106  men.  As  to  the  last 
part  of  the  Question,  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  hon.  Member  would 
have  been  among,  the  first  to  recognise 
that  economy  is  an  end  in  itself  where  it 
can  be  effected  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
public  interests. 

Mr.  MACNEILL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  ( 1 )  how  many  head  constables, 
sergeants,  actingsei^eants,  and  constables 
are  at  present  serving  in  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  in  Ireland  who  have 
completed  their  statutory  time  (29  years 
and  over) ;  and  (2)  whether  their  retire- 
ment will  be  directed  in  order  to  reduce 
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the  number  of  men  at  present  serving  in 
the  force  and  lighten  the  burden  of 
taxation  1 

Mr,  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  In- 
spector General  states  that  much  time 
and  labour  would  be  required  to  procure 
the  information  sought  for  in  the  first 
part  of  the  Question.  The  men  referred 
to  are  not,  either  by  reason  of  age  or 
length  of  service,  incapacitated  for  duty, 
but  are  fully  trained  and  vigorous  men 
capable  of  continuing  to  render  efficient 
service,and  it  is  not  proposed  compulsorily 
to  retire  men  of  this  class.  To  retire 
effective  policemen  who  are  willing  to 
continue  in  the  service  would  not  be  a 
desirable  way  of  reducing  t^e  force  where 
same  end  can  be  effectuidly  secured 
by  stopping  recruiting. 

ILLEGAL  TRAWLING  (SCOTIAND). 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  the  nature  of 
the  provisions  which  have  recently  been 
made  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
fishing  beds  off  the  coast  of  Scotland 
from  the  depredations  of  trawlers  within 
the  three-mile  limit  ? 
•The  LORD  ADVOCATE  -,  The  ar- 
rangements  are  not  yet  definitely  settled; 
I  shall,  however,  take  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  of  supplying  the  information 
desired. 


INEBRIATE 

Mr.  lees  KNOWLES  (Salford, 
W.) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  State  Home 
for  Habitual  Inebriates  which  has  been 
opened  at  Foxboro,  Massacfausetts,  and 
if  he  can  obtain  information  with  regard 
to  its  conditions  of  management,  &xi. 

Sir  MArrHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY  : 
My  attention  has  not  previously  been 
called  to  this  Homo,  but  I  should  be 
pleased  if  my  hon.  Friend  would  speak 
tt)  me  on  the  matter,  as  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  try  and  get  him  any  supple- 
mentary information  which  may  be 
procurable. 

EXPERIMENTS  ON  LIVING  ANIMALS. 

Mb.  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment why  the  annual  Report  of  Experi- 

Mr.MaeA'em. 


ments  on  Living  Animals  is  puUisbed 
later  and  later  every  year  ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  tJbe  fact  that  the  laet 
Vivisectioa  Report  for  t^e  year  1*^95 
was  published  aa  the  6tli  August  1896, 
when  Parliamentazy  interrantioai  that 
Session  was  imposnble,  he  will  give  n 
assurance  that  the  Report  for  1896  will 
be  published  in  time  for  discnssion  on  the 
Estimates  1 

Sib  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
I  explained,  in  answer  to  a  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  last  August,  why 
last  year's  return  was  issued  so  exception- 
ally late.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to 
iBSue  the  return  in  future  at  an  early  date. 

MB.MACKBILL  asked  if  the  ri^^thon. 
Gentleman  would,  as  far  as  he  could,  ffm 
him  an  assurance  that  it  would  come  on  in 
time  for  discussion  on  Uie  Estimates  ^ 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY 
said  that  there  were  exceptional  reasoos 
last  year  in  consequence  of  certain  returus 
not  coming  in  from  the  hon.Member's  own 
country. 

Mr.  MACNEILL  :  There  is  no  vivi- 
section  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  MACNEILL :  I  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Hcnne  Departr 
ment  what  measures  were  taken  ic 
respect  to  two  men  licensed  to  pofom 
experiments  on  living  animals  dnrixt^ 
the  year  1895,  under  the  provisions  vf 
the  39  and  40  Vic,  c.  76,  who  are 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  inspector, 
(Jr.  V.  Poore,  Esq.,  M.D.,  to  have  been 
guilty  of  irregularities  as  licensed  vin- 
sectors;  what  where  the  irre^nlaritis 
brought  by  the  inspector  in  these  cases 
under  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  were  any  proceedings  undo-  the 
provisiuns  of  The  Cruelty  to  Amnal* 
Act,  1876,  taken  against  these  peraoei 
or  either  of  them  ;  and,  were  the  cMtifi- 
catee  granted  to  them  by  the  Home 
Secretary  for  the  purposes  of  viviaet^icii 
revoked  t 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY: 
The  inegularities  consisted,  in  the  oof 
case,  in  the  licensee  performing  an  opera- 
sion  on  a  cat,  without  having  the  necee- 
sary  certificate ;  in  the  other  caaa,  ia 
the  licensee  perfcmmng  two  expefimaits 
necessitating  a  certificate,  which  be  bad 
omitted  to  renew.  In  the  first  caae,  the 
licence  was  revoked  and  not  r^ranted 
until  after  an  interval  of  three  months 
and  a  half,  and  steps  were  taken  to  pre- 
vent a  recutrenoe  of  the  irrqpilaH^. 
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In  the  second  case,  the  consideration  of 
the  application  for  a  renewal  of  the 
licence  was  deferred  for  a  month.  In 
neither  case  was  it  thought  desirable  to 
take  further  proceedings. 

Mk.  MACNEILTi  asked  if  it  would 
not  be  competent  fcnr  the  right  hon. 
Offlitleman  to  institute  proeecations 
against  both  these  men,  who  had  been 
guilty  of  diabolical  cruelty  t 

SiB  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY 
said  he  could  not  admit  the  diaboh'cal 
cruelty ;  but,  according  to  the  best  in- 
formation that  he  had  got  upon  these 
two  oases,  which  occurred  before  he 
came  into  office — though  in  saving  that 
he  did  not  desire  to  make  the  least 
reflection  upon  his  predecessw — there 
was,  be  thought^  a  great  di^renoe  be- 
tween them,  a  difference  which  was 
marked  by  the  action  of  the  Home 
Office.  If  there  appeared  any  necessity 
whatever  for  putting  in  operation  any 
other  processes  of  the  law  for  cruelty  to 
animals,  he  could  assure  the  hoo.  Mem- 
ber he  would  do  so. 

Mb.  MACNEILL:  May  I  ask  whe- 
ther, as  a  matter  of  fact,  both  these 
men  have  at  present  licences  for  vivi- 
section) 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order  order !  The 
Question  has  been  fully  answered. 


Wn[BLEDON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  J.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS 
(Notts,  Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  public  elementary  schools 
at  Wimbledon  are  overcrowded,  the 
teaching  staff  insufficient,  and  the  ac- 
commodation deficient;  that  children 
who  cannot  be  received  in  the  schools 
have  to  go  to  those  at  Morton  and  to 
pay  fees,  and  the  children  in  the  Cotten- 
ham  Park  district  have  to  walk  a  mile 
and  a  half ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  a 
final  notice  under  Section  9  of  the  Act 
of  1870  was  issued  to  the  school  district 
of  Wimbledon  calling  for  the  supply  of 
about  740  school  places,  which  notice 
expired  on  the  30th  November  last,  will 
he  state  what  steps  the  Department  has 
taken  since  tiien  to  give  efEiect  to  Sec<d<m 
10  of  the  Act? 

Thb  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  John  Gorst,  Cambridge 
XJniTeraity) :  There  is  a  considerable 


deficiency  of  school  accommodation  in 
the  Wimbledon  school  district.  This  is 
now  being  supplied  with  due  dispatch. 

PBIVATE  BILL  LEGISLATION. 

Mk.  PATRICK  M  HUGH  {Latrim, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  SeOTetary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 

he  has  received  a  copy  of  a  Resolution  of  ■ 
the  Dublin  Corporation  passed  on  14th 
December  1896,  protesting  against  the 
present  system  of  Irish  Private  Bill 
l^^lation  at  Westminster;  has  the 
Government  considered  the  question 
raised  in  that  resolution ;  and  can  he  in- 
form the  House  whether  it  is  proposed 
this  Session  to  deal  with  the  subject  of 
Irish  Private  Bill  legislaticm,  in  acoor- 
danoe  with  the  assurance  given  by  him 
to  the  Dublin  Chamber  of  Commeroe  on 
4th  December  1896  T 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
Resolution  referred  to  has  been  received. 
With  r^rd  to  the  remainder  of  the 
Question,  I  cannot  add  anything  to  the 
statement  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  Session  of 
Parliament.  No  assurance  was  given  by 
me  that  the  subject  would  be  dealt  with 
doriim  the  present  Session. 


INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  EXAM8. 
aBELAND). 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  DANE  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  I*rd  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  (1)  if  he  is  aware  that  at  the 
intermediate  education  examinations 
(Ireland)  of  1896  the  marking  in  English 
(boys  middle  grade)  was  unusually  severe, 
48  per  cent,  of  Uie  candidates  being  ad- 
judged to  have  failed,  some  of  whom 
would  have  gMned  exhibitions  but  for 
this,  and  that  this  result  has  been 
widely  protested  against  by  teachers ; 
(2^  if  any  reason  can  be  assigned  for 
such  raising  of  the  standard  required, 
without  previous  notice,  for  some  only  of 
the  students,  and  in  a  subject  indispen- 
sable to  passing  the  examination  gene- 
rally ;  and  (3)  if  any  steps  are  being 
ti^eu  by  the  Commissioners  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  such  results  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUB :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
of  Intermediate  Education  that  it  is  the 
case  that  about  47  per  cent,  of  boys  of 
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the  prescribed  age  in  the  middle  grade 
fiuled  to  pass  in  English  in  1896,  and 
that  some  students  vho  fuled  in  Eoglisb 
would  have  retained  exhibiUons  were  it 
not  for  such  failure.  Representations 
on  the  subject  from  teachers  vere  re- 
ceived and  considered  by  the  Board.  As 
regards  the  second  paragraph,  the  con- 
ditions of  passing  in  Oie  subject,  English, 
were  the  same  in  1896  as  in  the  previous 
)-ear.  The  question  of  the  examination 
in  English  generally,  and  in  English 
ocHnposition  in  particular,  is  mgaging  tJie 
attention  of  the  Boud. 


LAKD  COMMISSION  OFFICE, 
DUBWX. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  b^  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
the  rules  wliich  now  govern  appointments 
to  the  clerksliipe  in  the  I^and  Commis- 
sion Office,  Dublin;  whether  the  Chief 
Commisuoner  still,  as  formerly,  exercises 
the  power  of  nomination  ;  and,  if  not,  is 
an  examination  necessary ;  where  and 
how  often  is  such  examination  held,  and 
by  whom;  and,  when  does  the  next 
examination  take  place  % 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Vacan- 
cies in  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Land 
Commission  are  filled  by  open  competi- 
tive examination  held  under  regulations 
which  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
tiie  Civil  Service  Conmiissioners.  The 
Land  Commissioners  do  not  nominate, 
as  formerly,  the  examination  being  open 
to  all  naturol-bom  subjects  of  Her 
Majetity  who  are  of  the  prescribed  age. 
Examinations  are  hcdd  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  whenever  it  is 
necessary  to  fill  vacancies,  and  after 
publie  notification  of  the  intention  to 
bold  an  examination  has  been  given. 


B3IALL-P0X  EPIDEMIC  (GLOrCESTEK). 

Mb.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derby- 
shire, Chesterfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  <d  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  Her  Majesty's  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Iiu|>ector  has  yet  rqwrted 
on  the  recent  small-pox  epidemic  at 
Gloucester,  and  on  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  city  at  the  time ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  lay  the  R^iort  up(m  the 
Table  of  the  House  t 

Mr.  Gerald  Bdffour. 


Mr.  CHAPLIN :  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Royal  Cinnmission  cm  Vaodna- 
tion  had  sent  a  SpediJ  Commissifmer  to 
report  on  the  niidemio  cS.  unall-pox  at 
Gloucester,  the  Local  Government  Board 
did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  instmct  ao 
inspector  to  make  a  Report  on  tiie  same 
subject. 

Me.  BAYLEY:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  did  send  an  inspector,  I 
believe,  is  that  not  the  &ct1 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  Yes,  an  inspector 

was  sent  at  the  time  when  the  epidemic 
was  at  its  worst,  to  assist  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  then  state  of  things,  but  he 
was  not  instructed  to  make  a  Report  on 
the  general  question,  inasmuch  as  a 
special  Commissioner  was  cluu^ed  with 
the  duty. 

Mb.  BAYLEY:  Has  he  made  a 
Report  1 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  have  not  yet  seen 
the  Report,  though  I  believe  it  has  been 
printecf. 


XAVAL  OUTFIT. 

Mr.  HUDSON  KEARLEY  (Devon- 
port):  I  beg  to  ask  t^e  First  Ijord  ^ 
Admiralty  whether  he  has  recently 
received  representations  from  manu- 
facturers, traders  and  workmen  of  the 
Three  Towns  and  elsewhere  as  to  the 
serious  loss  of  trade  and  employment, 
that  will  be  occasioned  in  consequence  of 
the  order  lately  issued  at  Devonport,  pro- 
hibiting chief  petty  officers  and  other 
ratings  of  the  Navy  from  purchasing 
their  nav^  outfit  from  local  outfittm 
as  has  been  customary  tix  ao  long  a  time; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  these  rejoesen- 
tations,  he  is  prepared  to  withdraw  the 
order? 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  W.  G.  E.  Macakott. 
Antrim,  S.)  :  Representations  have  berai 
received  as  stated  in  the  Question.  Tin 
order  is  applicable  not  only  to  Devonport 
but  to  all  naval  ports,  and  directs  that, 
in  future  men  upon  first  j<nning  tibe 
navy  are  to  obtain  their  outfit  £rom  the 
local  government  contractors ;  afterwards 
they  may  go  where  they  please  for  thetr 
clotiies.  Xt  la  not  proposed  to  withdraw 
the  order  which  has  been  determined 
upon  in  the  interests  of  the  Service  and 
the  men,  nor  can  I  admit  the  ossumptian 
in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Qnestioa. 
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NATIONAL  GALLERY  AND  BRITISH 
MUSEUM  (SUNDAYS). 

Captain  DONELAN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  National  Gallery 
and  the  British  Museum  are  now  closed 
to  the  public  on  Sundays ;  and,  whether 
he  wiU  consider  the  desirability  o( 
recommending  the  Trustees  to  give  effect 
to  the  Resolution  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  10th  March  1896  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year  1 

Mr.  H ANBURY:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member's  information  differs  from 
mine,  as  I  understand  that  the  British 
Museum  is  open  on  Sundays  all  the  year 
round.  The  hon.  Member  wlu)  moved  the 
Resolution  of  March  10th  1 896  has  repre- 
sented to  the  Treasury  that  to  keep  these 
institutions  open  only  till  dusk  in  winter  is 
practically  useless,  as  the  working  classes 
cannot  well  reach  them  till  about  half- 
past  three.  In  tlie  absence  of  any  system 
of  artificial  lighting  it  would  be  useless 
to  keep  a  picture  exhibition  like  the 
National  Gidlery  open  for  uiy  sufficient 
time  after  that  hour  during  any  but  the 
summer  months.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  must  not  forget  that  any  ex- 
tension of  the  present  arrangements 
would  increase  a  charge  upon  the  tax- 
payer which  in  provincial  towns  would 
be  borne  by  the  ratepayer.  London  is, 
therefore,  already  better  off  than  the 
provinces  in  this  respect. 

Captain  DONELAN :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  both  the 
British  Museum  and  the  National  Gallery 
were  closed  on  Sunday  last  1 

Mr.  HANBUKY:  I  am  infonned 
it  was  open. 


BOSCOMBE  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  a.  H.  SMITH  (Christchurch) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  what  steps  are  being  taken  with 
a  view  of  improving  the  post  office 
accommodation  at  Boscombe;  and, 
whether  tiie  Postmaster  General  will 
consent  to  the  establishment  of  a  new 
head  office  at  Boscombe,  independent  of 
that  at  Bournemouth  1 

Mh.  HANBURY:  The  question  of 
improving  the  accommodation  at  the 
Bceoombe  sub  post  office  is  now  luder 
oonsideration ;  and  it  is  hoped  that 
arrangements  may  shortly  be  made 


under  which  the  whole  ground  floor  of 
the  present  premises,  part  of  which  is 
now  used  as  a  shop,  may  be  devoted  to 
post  office  business.  The  circumstances 
would  not  justify  the  raising  of  Boscomba 
to  the  rank  of  a  head  office ;  nor,  if  such 
an  arrangement  could  be  made,  would 
any  improvement  of  service  result  from 
the  chuige. 

POSTAL  FACILITIES  (RTJ3HDEN). 

Mr.  F.  a.  CHANNING  {Northamp- 
ton, S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  wheuier  the  memorial  from 
Rushden,  presented  last  Michaelmas,  and 
complaining  that  that  town,  with  10,000 
inhabitants  and  considerable  and  rapidly- 
increasing  commercial  interests,  still  has 
all  its  postal  arrangements  carried  on 
through  the  adjacent  and  smaller  town  of 
Higham  Fefrers,  involving  great  loss  of 
time  and  restriction  of  postal  facilities, 
has  been  considered ;  and  whether  steps 
will  be  forthwith  taken  to  give  to  Rush- 
den independent  postal  arrangements  1 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  necessary  in- 
quiries on  the  subject  of  the  memorial 
from  i-esidents  at  Rushden  have  not  yet 
been  completed,  but  the  matter  is  receiv- 
ing attention,  and  as  soon  as  the  Post- 
master General  is  able  to  arrive  at  a 
decision,  the  result  shall  be  oommonW 
cated  to  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  memorial  was 
laid  before  the  Postmaster  General  last 
September,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
ffve  months  have  elapsed,  can  he  give  an 
assurance  that  a  decision  will  be  arrived 
at  in  a  short  time  1 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  was  not  aware 
the  memorial  was  presented  so  long  ago. 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  put  down 
another  question,  I  will  get  information. 

CUSTOMS  OUTDOOR  OFFICfiRS 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  I>>rd 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
say  why  the  usual  examinations  for  can- 
didates for  Customs  outdoor  officers  have 
not  been  held  in  Ireland  since  October 
1894  ;  and  when  it  is  proposed  to  hold 
an  examination  1 
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Mb.  HANBURY  :  Examinations  for 
the  post  of  Outdoor  Officer  have  ceased 
because  the  post  no  longer  exists,  and 
intending  candidates  who  apply  to  the 
Board  ci  Oostonu  are  informwl  that — 

"The  situation  of  Ontdoor  Officer  in  the 
Customs  BeT\'ice  will  in  future  he  styled  Assistant 
of  CuBtoms,  with  an  improved  rate  of  salary. 
Owing  to  the  namber  of  redundant  officers,  no 
appointmsnti  to  the  new  grade  viU  be  offered 
tar  competition  for  three  or  four  years  to  come . 

'*  The  limits  of  age  im  the  fint  competition 
will  be  19  and  25,  bot  they  may  be  alterad  after 
it  has  taken  place." 

It  is  still  not  probable  that  all  the  quali- 
fied redundant  outdoor  officers  now  in 
the  Service  will  become  absorbed  into 
the  new  grade  in  a  period  of  lesH  than 
Uiree  years  from  the  present  date. 


ALIENS  EXPULSION  ACT. 

Sir  ELLIS  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Eoclesall) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary .  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whethOT  the  statement  is  correct  that 
two  Englishmen,  named  Edward  Jessop 
and  Thomas  Body,  were  recently  arrested 
and  deported  by  the  Boer  anthorities 
under  the  Aliens  Expulsion  Act,  and 
treated  with  such  harshness  that  one 
died  and  the  other  attempted  suicide ; 
and,  if  so,  what  steps  Her  Majesty's 
(Government  propose  to  take  t 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  poe 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  I  have  seen  a  para- 
graph in  the  Cape  Times,  which  is 
founded  on  one  in  the  Natal  Wttnesa, 
making  the  statemeHit  referred  to.  I 
have  tel^praphed  for  inlormation  on  the 
subject. 


SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  (York, 
W.R.,  Morley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
a  number  of  school  buildings  erected  by 
the  aid  of  building  grants  from  public 
funds  have  ceased  to  be  osed  as  public 
elementary  schools;  and,  if  so,  how 
many ;  whether  the  terms  upon  which 
the  building  grants  were  made  are  being 
observed ;  and  whether  an  inquiry  can 
be  made  into  all  oases  of  such  school 
buildings  1 


Sir  J.  (K>BST :  The  Committee  of 
Council  has  no  information  on  the 
matters  referred  to  in  the  first  and 
second  paragraphs.  If  any  specific  cases 
can  be  brought  before  the  Committee  ai 
Council,  inquiry  shall  be  made. 


WEAK-MINDED  AND  IMBEaLE 
CHILDREN. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Preeident  of 
the  Local  Qovernment  Board,  how  it  is 
proposed  to  distinguish  between  the 
weak-minded  children  who  are  to  be 
intrusted  to  the  care  of  the  new  Board 
which  is  intended  to  be  established  in 
London  and  the  imbecile  cfaildren  it 
present  under  the  charge  of  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board  in  th^  adioc^ 
at  Darenth  t 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  The  chUdien  who 
are  sent  to  Darenth  are  childrrai  in 
respect  of  whom  the  medical  officer  of 
the  district  or  workhouse  from  whidi 
they  are  sent  has  certified  th&t  they  an 
in  his  opinion  chronic  and  hariokai 
lunatics,  idiots,  or  imbeciles.  The  dia- 
tinctim  in  this  case  would  be  that 
children  who  are  oi  weak  or  feetik 
intellect,  but  are  not  certified  to  fas 
imbeciles  or  idiots,  would  be  subject  to 
the  new  order. 


REFORM  PRISONERS  (PRETORIA:. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: 
I  beg  to  ask  tiie  Secretary  o£  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  correspon- 
dence has  passed  between  himself  and 
the  two  imprisoned  reform  leaden 
still  inPretoriaGaol ;  and,if  so^  whether 
he  iriU  lay  that  oorrespondenoe  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  t 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  has  placed  him- 
self in  direct  communication,  tfaroo^ 
the  British  Agent  at  Pretoria,  with  tibe 
two  British  subjects  detained  there  as 
political  prisoners  ;  whether  he  has  ascer- 
tained Uuit  these  two  gentlemMi  refnaed 
to  make  an  appeal  &>r  pudon  to  'Prtaadmt 
Kruger  because  th^  believed  t&ey  were 
promised  when  Uiey  lud  down  tiior 
arms  that  the  Imperial  Govmunent 
would  protect  them  from  harm  ;  whether 
be  has  informed  them  that  ^e  Imperiil 
Government  repudiates  any  respomribility 
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on  their  behalf,  and  r^ards  their  sur- 
render as  unconditional ;  and  whether 
be  can  state  the  substance  of  any  cor- 
respondence that  has  passed  on  the 
sabjeot? 

Mk.  J.  CHAMBEKLAIN :  I  wUl  lay 
the  oomspondence  mmitioned  hy  the 
hon.  Member  on      Table  of  the  House. 

SLAVERY  IN  ZANZIBAR. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  A.  PEASE  (Norfch- 
umberiand,  Tyneside)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afi&irs  whether  the  transfer  of  some 
thousands  of  slaves,  who  had  been  owned 
by  the  late  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  to  the 
present  Sultan  i-eoently  appointed  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  was  carried 
out  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  or  the  Resi- 
dent British  Representatives,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  Clause  4  of  the  Decree  of 
1890  declares  that  slaves  could  only  be 
inherited  at  the  death  of  their  owner  by 
the  lawful  children  of  the  deceased,  and 
that  Clause  1  of  the  same  Decree  declares 
that  the  Decree  should  be  binding  on  the 
Sultan  as  well  as  on  his  subjects! 

♦Mr.  CURZON  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  not  quite  correctly  quoted  Clause  1 
of  the  Decree  of  1890,  which  he  will  see 
upon  reference  enjoins  upon  the  Saltan, 
OS  well  as  his  subjects,  all  former  Decrees 
and  Ordinances,  but  does  not  similarly 
enjoin  the  Decree  in  question.  Indeed, 
in  the  Proclamation  accompanying  the 
jDecree,  it  is  ezpready  stated  that  the 
latter  is  to  be  made  known  to  and  obeyed 
by  all  the  Sultan's  subjects,  but  there  is 
no  mention  of  the  Sultan.  It  is,  how- 
ever, unnecessary  to  raise  the  question  of 
the  legal  interpretation  of  the  Decree, 
since  it  has  always  been  held  that  the 
slaves  of  the  Sultan  pass  with  the  Crown ; 
and  they  have  been  so  inherited  on  two 
occasions  since  1890. 

CORN  SALES. 

Mr.  jasper  more  (Shropshire, 
Xjudlow) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  President  <^ 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  Select  Committee  which  sat  in 
1892,  1893,  on  Com  Sales  reported  that 
the  sale  of  all  cereals,  and  the  {HXMlucts 
there(^  should  be  conducted  in  Great 
Sritun,  as  in  Ireland,  by  the  reference 
to  the  hundredweight,  or  112  Imperial 
pounds ;  and  that  the  members  of  the 


Com  Market  at  Glasgow  passed  a  reso- 
lution in  favour  of  the  same ;  and 
whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  promote 
the  views  of  the  said  Committee  1 

Mr.  BITCHIE  :  Yes,  Sir,  I  am  aware 
of  the  Report  of  the  Select  Oonmiittee 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  Friend,  bat  I  am 
not  prepared  to  introduce  any  measure 
on  the  subject.  I  would  remind  my  hon. 
Friend  that  there  is  nothing  approaching 
agreement  as  to  tho  abolition  o£  the 
present  local  ottstonu  of  sale  measure. 

NEWBLISS  COITBT  HOUSE 

(COUNTY  MONAGHAN). 

Mr.  D.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan, 
N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  that 
the  court  house  in  NewUiss,  county 
Monaghan,  should  not  be  used  as  an 
Orange  Lodge,  in  accordance  with  his 
promise  in  the  last  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment) 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  No 
promise  was  given  by  me  of  the  kind 
stated  in  the  Question.  What  I  did 
undertake  was  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
drew  the  attention  of  the  magistrates  to 
the  occupation  on  the  13th  July  last  of 
the  J ustices'  room  at  Newbliss  by  a  num- 
ber of  members  of  Orange  lodges.  The 
Magistrates  replied  that  it  was  most  im- 
prudent and  objectionable  that  a  build- 
ing, portion  of  vhidi  is  used  as  a  court 
house,  should  have  been  utilised  for  a 
political  demonstration.  The  Magistrates 
further  pointed  out  that  the  building  in 
question  is  private  property,  one  room 
only  being  rented  by  the  Grand  Jury  as 
a  public  justice  room  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  8  of  the  Petty  Sessions 
Act.  I  have  no  power  to  take  farther 
action  ia  the  matter. 

CRETE. 

Me.  J.  C.  FLYNN  (Cork,  K) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Foreign 
Office  are  in  receipt  of  any  official  inform- 
ation respecting  l^e  alleged  attack  upon, 
and  the  burning  of,  the  village  of  Qi^ata 
by  arpied  bands  of  Muasalmen,  and 
respeotipg  the  reported  murder  of  a 
Christian  judge,  named  M.  Markoulakis, 
at  Canea,  on  the  Ist  instant ;  and  whe- 
ther the  representatives  of  the  Powers 
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have  addreesed  repreaentatioos  or  remon- 
strance to  the  Governor  General  of  Crete 
on  the  subject  of  these  disturbances  1 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
asked  whether  the  Foreign  OflSoe  had 
receiTed  infumation  that  a  lai^e  number 
of  Musanlman  villagers  had  been  driven 
tram  thnr  hinnca  in  the  interior  of  the 
>  island  and  were  now  ref ogeeR  in  towns 
on  the  coast  1 

*Mr.  CURZON  :  It  is  true,  according 
to  reports  we  have  received,  that  large 
numbers  of  Mussulmans  from  Mussulman 
villages  have  migrated  from  the  .villages 
to  the  towns,  but  as  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  has  token  place,  we 
have  no  information.  As  totheQuestion 
ci  tiie  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  we  have 
heard  nothing  of  the  reported  murder  of 
M.  Markoulakis.  Our  last  reports  state 
that  fighting  continues  at  Buda  Bay  and 
round  Canea.  The  rumoured  massacre 
of  Christians  at  Galata  had  exasperated 
their  co-religionists.  At  request  of  the 
Porta  and  t£e  Vali,  Her  Majesty's  Am- 
bassador sent  instructions  to  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  to  do  his  utmost  to 
restore  <»der.  Consul  Biliotti  and  some 
4^  his  ooneagues,  at  the  Vali's  request, 
went  with  bim  yraterday  to  Suda  Bay  to 
use  Uieir  influence  with  the  armed 
Christians,  For  some  time  the  continued 
fire  prevented  direct  communication  with 
.  the  insurgents.  The  latest  news  is  that, 
a  messenger  having  at  last  reached  the 
chiefs,  the  latter  promised  to  cease  firing 
if  the  troops  did  so,  and  the  Vali  had 
given  orders  to  tiiat  effect.  The  Consuls 
are  continuing  their  efforts  to-day.  An 
additional  British  ship  of  war  has  been 
sent  to  Canea. 

Mr.  FLYNN  inquired  if  the  Vali  had 
sufficient  authority,  or  was  he  restricted 
by  the  Governor  1 

*Mr.  CURZON  believed  the  VaU  had 
ample  authority,  which  he  was  using  to 
tiie  best  of  his  power. 

Sm  E.  ASHME  AD-BARTLETTasked 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  reports  of 
MussiUmans  being  driven  from  their 
homes  f 

*Mr.  CURZON  said  the  inquiries  made 
had  reference  to  maltreatment  pf  both 
parties,  and,  from  reports  receiveid  from 
the  Consular  authorities,  no  doubt  he 
would  be  able  to  give  further  information 
in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn. 


NATIONAL  SCHOOLS  (ICELAND). 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Cfaxi 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  laentoiaiii  of 
Ireland,  in  view  of  his  statement  mide 
on  33rd  March  1896,  to  the  hon.  Mob^ 
ber  for  East  Tyrone,  to  the  effect  tbt 
the  Irish  Government  would  oonader  it 
an  early  date  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commisuoners  of  Nation^  Edncatiini 
that  the  avorage  attei^ance  to  quali^ 
for  an  assistant  in  a  national  sdiooi 
^  should  be  reduced  from  70  to  60,  whether 
he  will  ask  the  Treasury  to  sanction  U% 
grant  necessary  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Commissioners  before  the  expiry  of  Uv 
present  financial  year  t 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  havt 
nothing  further  to  add  to  the  reftlr 
already  given  by  me  to  the  hon  Men^ 
on  Tuesday  last.  The  Irish  Govemmn: 
have  been  in  commanicatioa  with  tbe 
Treasury,  and  I  see  no  advantage  in 
asking  the  Treasury  to  re-open  tbe  q«s 
tion  during  the  present  financial  year. 


LOSS  OP  LIFE  AT  SEA 
(MERCANTILE  MARIXE). 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs)  :  I  b^  to  ask  tbe  Pteeidait  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  (1)  whether  be  eu 
state  the  annual  average  number  d 
masters  and  seamen  kUled  and  drawsK 
at  sea  during  the  last  ten  yean  bts:. 
registered  steam  and  M-iKwg  tnuliiig 
vessels  owned  in  the  United  Kingdos. 
and  also  the  annual  average  numbt; 
killed  and  drowned  per  thousand  of  ata 
employed,  including  Lascars,  but  n- 
cluding  yachtsmen,  fishermen,  and  be* 
boatmen  in  both  cases;  and(2)willheair 
state  whether  tho  life  loss  baa  increaaeil 
in  proportion  to  the  increased  Torkdoee 
by  British  vessels  during  tiie  umt 
period  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  annual  avcrsff 

number  of  masters  and  seamen,  indndiiL: 
Lascars,  but  excluding  yachtsmen,  fisber 
men,  and  boatmen,  killed  and  drowaic 
during  the  last  ten  years  whilst  unaer 
articles  of  agreement  for  service  at  as 
in  steam  trading  vessels,  regiatotMl  in  ^ 
United  Kingdom,  was  876,  of  wlvim  47' 
lost  their  lives  by  wrecks  and  casnahira. 
and  404  by  other  accidents  ;  and  in  wti-- 
ing  trading  vessels  998,  of  whom  61^ 
lost  their  lives  by  wrecks  and  easii«ltii& 
and  369  byotiierac<ndent8.  Theannoi 
average  number  killed  and  drovmed  {« 
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thousand  employed  vas*  ia  stoamen 
6'028f  of  whom  3*248  were  lost  by 
wrecks  and  casnalties,  and  2-780  by 
other  accidents ;  and  in  sailing  resse^ 
15*173,  of  whom  9'5?4  were  lost  by 
wrecks  and  casiuUties,  and  5*609  by 
other  accidents.  The  last  pan^raph 
inTolves  a  question  of  opinion  as  to  the 
.  amount  of  work  done,  and,  therefore,  I 
am  not  able  to  answer  it. 

CoLOiTBL  DENNT:  Arising  out  of 
this  answer,  may  I  assume  that  a  state- 
ment made  on  Juiuary  25th,  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesbrough  that  93  in 
every  1,000  were  killed  or  drowned  is 
totally  inaccurate  1    ["Hear,  hear."] 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  J.  HAVELOCK  WILSON 
(Middlesbrough)  was  about  to  ask  a 
Question  as  to  the  number  of  men  who 
had  died  on  shore  from  injuries  received 
on  board,  when 
*Mb.  SPKAKKB  intecposed,  directing 
that  notioe  should  be  given  of  the 
Qaestion, 


EGYPTIAN  EXPEDITION 
(INDIAN  TilOOPS). 

Mb.  T.  R.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeen- 
shire, E.) :  I  J^eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  what  has  been  the 
amount  expended  from  the  revenues  of 
India  on  the  Indian  troops  sent  to 
Suakimi 

The  secretary  op  STATE  rOB 
INDIA  (Lord  Gbobob  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  expedition  of 
Indian  troops  to  Suakim  did  not  throw 
any  charge  upon  Indian  revenues,  but  it 
did  not  relieve  Indian  revenues  of  the 
ordinary  pay  and  allowances  of  the  troops 
so  sent.  The  ordinary  pay  and  allow- 
ances of  the  troops  dispat<»ied  is  estimated 
to  be  about  £40,000  for  the  period  dur- 
ing which  they  were  stationed  in  Suakim, 
but  we  have  not  received  the  full  accounts. 
The  extraordinary  expenditure  defrayed 
from  the  Treasury  chest  of  the  Imperial 
Government  ia  about  £145,000. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  osktd  if  the  noble 
Lord's  estimate  of  £5,000  a  month  had 
been  exceeded  f 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  I 
think  it  is  very  nearly  accurate.  I  esti- 
mated about  £5,000  a  month,  and  the 
troops  were  there  7^  months. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  St<ftte  for  War, 


whether  he  will  state  the  items  of  charge 
for  which  the  Supplementary  Estimate 
ia  asked  for  the  expenses  of  the  Indian 
troops  at  Suakim  1 

•Mr.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
details  have  not  been  received.  The  pro- 
posed Vote  is  based  upon  an  Estimate 
of  the  extra  expense  incurred  by  the 
Indian  Government^  and  is  framed  oy  it. 


ERASMUS  SMITH  SCHOOI£  (IBELAKD). 

Mb.  H.  O.  ARNOLD-FORSTER 
(Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  at  an  early  date 
give  notice  of  the  Amendments  he  pro- 
poses to  move  to  the  Bill  ,  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Louth  providing  for  tho 
diversion  of  the  endowments  of  the 
Erasmus  Smith  Schools  in  Ireland ;  and 
if  he  will  give  an  undertaking  that  the 
Bill  shall  not  be  brought  on  without 
adequate  notice  and  full  opportunity  for 
dtscuasioni 

Mr  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  under- 
stfknd  the  Bill  is  down  for  Committee 
stage  for  the  first  Wednesday  after  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays.  The  Amendments 
considered  requisite  by  the  Government 
are  now  in  course  of  preparation  and 
will  be  placed  ou  the  Paper  in  ample 
time  to  allow  of  their  consideration 
before  the  Committee  stage  is  reached. 

*Mb.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON :  May 
I  ask  whether  the  Government  will 
consider  the  statement  sent  by  the 
Erasmus  Board  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  the  Chief  Secretary  last 
year,  and  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  is  aware  that  an  intense  feeling  of 
opposition  exists  to  any  uneettlement  of 
an  arrangement  which  has  existed  for 
two  hundred  years  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
representation  in  question  was  received 
and  will  be  considered.  Of  course,  I  am 
aware  that  Uiere  is  a  strong  feeling 
against  any  arrangement  which  might 
have  the  effect  of  disturbing  the  existing 
state  of  tilings. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS  (MEMBERS' 
SMOKING  ACCOMMODATION). 

Mr.  G.  W.  WOLFF  (Belfast,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  has  yet  found  time  to 
give  his  attention  to  the  very  inadequate 
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accommodation  provided  in  this  House 
for  those  Members  who  wish  to  smoke,* 
whether  he  has  any  scheme  for  the  im- 
provemeat  of  this  accommodation ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  allowing  smoking  in  one  of  the  com- 
partments of  the  Library,  as  is  done  in 
the  Library  of  the  House  of  Lords  1 

The  first  COMMISSIONEK  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akebb-Dodolas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  I  have  given  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  this  matter,  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  I  h&ve  no  practical 
proposal  to  make  which  is  likely  to 
meet  with  general  approval,  and  I  do 
not  think  any  improvement  can  be 
obtained  nntil  some  arnuigement  can  be 
made  for  utilising  one  of  the  official 
residences  for  the  direct  service  of  the 
House.  I  have  also  considered  the  sug- 
gestion in  the  third  paragraph  of  my 
hon.  Friend's  Question  ;  but,  bearing  in 
mind  the  extensive  use  made  of  the 
Library  by  hon.  Members  generally,  I 
fear  it  would  not  be  possible  to  adopt 
it  without  caumng  great  annoyance  and 
inconvenience  to  many.  ["  Hear,  hear  !"] 

Mr.  REES  DAVIES  (Pembrokeshire) 
asked  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  approach  the  House  of  Lords  with 
a  view  of  seeing  if  it  was  not  possible  to 
obtain  one  of  the  rooms  of  that  House 
to  be  used  as  a  smoking  room  for  hon. 
Mmnbers  t 

Mb.  AKERS-DOUQLAS  did  not 
think  the  matter  rested  with  him. 
He  would,  however,  put  himself  in  com- 
munication with  the  House  of  Lords, 
though  he  did  not  thick  there  was  any 
room  there  which  could  be  utilised  by 
iJiis  House  for  the  purpose  suggested. 


SOUTHWOLD  (DAMAGE  BY  GALES). 

Mr.  HARRY  FOSTER  (Suffolk. 
Lowestoft) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  in  view 
of  the  very  serious  injury  to  the  coast 
of  Southwold  by  the  recent  gales,  which 
threatens  disaster  to  the  town  unless 
prompt  and  adequate  means  of  protec- 
tion are  provided  against  the  further 
inroads  o/t  the  sea,  and  of  the  inability 
of  Uie  town  to  provide  the  whole  of  the 
expense,  he  will  cause  immediate  Inquiry 
to  be  made  as  to  the  extent  of  the  danger 
and  the  beet  means  of  obviating  it  1 

Mr.  a,  W.  Wotf. 


Mr.  RITCHIE  :  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  been  in  communication  vi^  the 
Corporation  of  Southwold  with  regard 
to  the  steps  to  be  taken  by  them  to 
protect  their  coast  against  the  inroads  of 
the  sea.  I  am  not  prepared  at  praent 
to  say  that  those  steps  will  be  imde- 
quate,  at  that  iJie  G(»porati(Hi  will  be 
unable  financially  to  cany  them  ooL 
Having  regard,  however,  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  some  difference  of  apimi 
as  to  what  should  be  done,  and  that  aay 
action  taken  at  one  part  of  Soathvold 
may  possibly  have  effect  upon  otiter 
interests,  I  have  directed  Sir  G««^ 
Nares  to  proceed  to  Southwold  at  the 
earliest  possible  date,  to  hold  an  Inqnirj 
as  regards  the  proposed  works. 


HOWELL'S  CHARITT. 

Mb.  a.  C.  HUMPHREY&OWKN 
(Montgomery) :  I  to  ask  tbe  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Coanci] 
on  Education  at  what  date  the  sdnias 
for  the  Denbigh  portion  of  the  Howell's 
Charity  was  sulunittcd  by  the  Cbaritr 
Commissioners  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment ;  whether  the  doubts  as  to  the  area 
to  which  the  endowment  belongs  were 
considered  by  the  Charity  CommiuioiMR 
before  they  submitted  the  scheme;  whe- 
ther any  similar  doubts  arose  when  the 
schemes  deaUng  with  ^  Cardiff  portioo 
of  the  Howeu's  Charity  were  under 
consideration  by  the  Commissioners  or 
the  Department  or  are  now  entertained 
by  the  Department ;  what  is  the  ground 
for  the  exclusion  of  the  county  of 
Glamoi^pm  from  the  benefits  of  tlie 
Denbigh  portion  of  the  Howell's  Charitr ; 
and,  what  steps  the  Department  prtfgm 
to  take  in  order  to  obtain  a  decsiioo  oa 
the  question  to  whom  tiie  endowment 
belongs  1 

Sir  J.  QORST :  The  scheme  was  sub- 
mitted in  June  1895.  I  cannot  answer 
for  the  Charity  Commissioners,  bat  tbe 
Glamorgan  scheme  was  unopposed  whoi 
approved  by  the  Committee  of  Coundl. 
Tbe  Qlamorganshire  portion  of  the 
charity  has  already  been  dealt  with 
separately  by  the  scheme.  The  Committee 
of  Council  have  informed  the  Joint 
Education  Committee  for  Denbi^ishire 
and  the  governing  body  of  HoweH's 
Charity  School,  Denbigh,  to  suggest  that 
some  agreement  might  be  arrived  at 
between  them. 
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Hb.  HUMPHBEYSOWEN  :  WUl 
similar  communications  be  addresaed  to 
the  o^er  Welsh  Ooanty  Gtorerning 
Bodies,  who,  under  this  scheme  as  drafted, 
have  an  interest  in  the  Dmbigh  portion 
of  the  Charity  1 

BiR  JOHN  OOBST :  That  soggeation 
shall  be  considered, 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN:  The 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  has  not  answered 
the  last  line  of  the  question — whether 
any  doabts  are  now  entertained  the 
Departmoitt 

Su  JOHN  GORST  remarked  tibat  it 
was  not  the  Depturtment,  but  Uie  Council, 
entertained  doubts  at  Uiis  mtmient. 

CBOFIER  COMMISSION  (SCOTLAKD). 

CoLOHBL RUSSELL  (Cheltenham):  I 
b^  to  adc  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  can 
state  what  has  been  the  cost  to  the  pub* 
lie  of  the  Crofter  Commission  in  Scot- 
laud  ap  to  the  present  time ;  and,  if  he 
cannot  state  the  sum,  whether  he  has 
any  objection  to  have  a  Return  of  the 
same  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  1 

Mr.  HANBUBY:  It  wiU  take  a 
littJe  time  to  get  out  the  figures,  but  if 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  wUl  move 
for  a  Return  it  shall  be  presented  in  due 
course. 

LONDONDEEBY  CORPORATION  STOCK. 

Mb.  VESEY  KNOX  (Londonderry): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenuit  of  Ireland  whether  a 
consent  order  ms  on  7th  December  1896, 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  the  issue  of  stock  by  the  Londonderry 
Corporation,  without  including  among 
the  Bume  to  be  raised  £1,629  spent  in 
obtaining  the  Londonderry  Improvement 
Act,  1896  ;  whether  a  new  consent  order 
was  rendered  necessary  and  was  issued  on 
26th  January  1897  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  loss  to  the  Corporation  owing  to 
this  delay,  beii^  the  difference  between 
the  interest  paid  by  the  Corporation  and 
the  intrant  at  which  they  will  now  be 
able  to  borrow,  exceeds  £120,  in  addition 
to  the  cost  of  the  order ;  and 

whether  the  Local  Government  Boud  will 
make  up  the  loss  due  to  their  mistake^ 

•Thb  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  John  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  answer  this  Question,  l^e  costs  re- 
ferred to  were  not  induded  in  the  consent 
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order  of  December  7th  last,  because  the 
certificate  of  taxation  was  not  signed  until 
the  14thf  and  because  they  were  not 
retximed  by  the  Corporation  as  an  item 
to  be  covered  by  the  proposed  loan.  It 
was  not  until  the  29th  of  December  that 
an  applicafion  was  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  issue  an  ord«  to 
raise  a  loan  for  the  amount  of  their  costs. 
The  only  step  taken  by  the  Corporation 
in  the  matter  after  the  7th  of  December 
was  the  publication  of  advertisements 
calling  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation  to 
bo  held  on  the  29th  Januaiy  to  create 
the  stock.  It  was  then  considered  better 
to  issue  a  new  order  covering  this  sum  of 
£4,629.  The  only  costs  incurred  by  the 
Corporation  will  be  the  costs  of  the  freeh 
advertisement  calling  the  meeting  to 
create  the  stock,  which  can  be  held  from 
12  to  14  days  after  the  29th  of  January, 
the  day  originiUly  named.  The  Corpora- 
tion, and  not  the  Local  Government 
Board,  are  responsible  for  any  delay 
which  may  have  occurred,  and  any  loss 
consequent  thoreon. 

Mb.  KNOX :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  whether  an 
Irish  Corporation,  issuing  stock  under 
the  Order  of  24th  May  1892,  is  em- 
powered to  contract  for  the  sale  of  stock 
before  it  has  been  created  or  a  consent 
ordo-  has  been  granted  1 
•Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND :  Neither  30th  Vict.,  cap.  29, 
Sec.  1,  nor  the  provision  of  the  regulation 
passed  under  the  Health  Act  of  1890, 
prohibits  such  sale.  The  reply  to  the 
Question  is,  ther^ore,  in  the  afiirmative. 

•  aUEEN'8  COLLEGE,  CORK. 
Mr.  KNOX  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  liCvd  lieutenant  of 
Irehuid  whether,  pendiz^  a  Measure  for 
the  settlement  of  tlu  Irish  University 
question,  he  will  postpone  making  any 
appointment  to  the  vacant  Presidentship 
of  the  Cork  Queen's  College  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
passing  of  a  Measure  for  the  settiement 

of  the  Irish  University  question  still 
belongs  to  the  region  of  contingency. 
The  course  proposed  by  the  htm.  and 
learned  Member  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
one  which  it  would  be  practdoaUe  to 
pursue. 
3G 
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MUSRRAVE   STREET  POLICE 
BARRACKS  (BELFAST). 

Mr.  WOLFF :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
petition  has  been  presented  by  the  men 
stationed  at  the  police  barracks,  Mus- 
grave  Street,  Belfast,  to  the  Inspector 
General,  requesting  that  some  notice  be 
taken  of  the  sanitary .  condition  of  the 
barracks,  and  that  several  men  are  laid 
up  with  illness  in  consequence  of 
the  defective  sanitary  conditions,  and 
two  men  have  died  of  typhoid  fever 
since  Christmas ;  and  whether  he  will 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  put  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks  in 
proper  order  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  am 
informed  that  such  a  petition  has  been 
received  from  the  police  stationed  at  this 
biirrack.  It  is  true  that  two  of  the  men 
have  died  of  typhoid  fever  since  Christ- 
mas last,  bat  then  is  no  case  at  present 
of  serious  illness  connected  with  the 
station.  The  medical  and  sanitary 
ofBcers  are  now  inquiring  into  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  barrack,  and  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  has 
a'so  liccQ  directed  to  the  matter. 


IRISH   RESIDENT  MAGISTRACY 
(MAJOR  N.  GOSSELIN). 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  l»eg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
if  he  will  state  over  what  district  Major 
N.  GoHselin,  who  appears  in  the  official 
lists  as  an  Irish  resident  magistrate, 
exercises  jurisdiction  ;  has  .he  drawn  pay 
as  a.n  Irish  resident  magistrate ;  and 
for  how  many  years,  at  how  much  per 
year? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Major 
Gosselin  is  not  employed  as  a  resident 
magistrate  in  Ireland.  He  was  seconded 
for  employment  on  special  duty  some 
years  ago,  and  does  not  receive  any 
emoluments  as  resident  magistrate. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  May  I 
ask  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  if  Major 
Gosselin  is  not  on  the  list  of  resident 
magistrates  in  Ireland  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Yes,  he 
is  on  the  list. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Why  is 
he? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


RATINO  OF  GKJVERNMElffT  PROPERTY 
(LONDON). 

Mb.  harry  marks  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, St.  George's) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  will  state 
the  amount  voted  for  rates  and  contribu- 
tions in  lieu  of  rates  on  Government 
property  in  London  in  the  financiai  year 
1893-4,  and  the  estimate  of  the  unotint 
required  for  rates  and  contributions  in 
lieu  of  rates  on  Government  property  in 
London  in  the  financial  year  1897-8 1 

Mr.  marks  also  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  he  would  state 
the  amount  voted  for  rates  and  c<Hitribo- 
tions  in  lieu  of  rates  on  Goverment  pro- 
perty in  the  United  Kingdom  in  liie 
financial  year  1893-4,  and  the  estimate 
of  the  amount  required  for  rates  and 
contributions  in  lieu  of  rates  on  Govern- 
ment property  in  the  United  Kingdom 
in  the  financial  year  1897-8  t 

Mb.  HANBURY:  In  1893-4  the 
amounts  voted  were : — ^For  Iiondon, 
je94,630  gross  and  £85,980  net ;  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  £248,490  gross  and 
£237,690  net.  The  estimate  for  1897-8 
is  as  follows:— For  London,  £151,990 
gross  and  £140,990  net ;  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  £403,960  gross  and  £385,790 
net. 

VOLUNTARY  SCHOOIA 
Mr.  JOHN  DILIX)N  (Mayo,  K)  :  I 
b^  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  what  purpose  the  Government 
propose  to  devote  the  £120,000  pro- 
vided in  his  financial  statement  for  the 
current  year  for  grants  to  the  Voluntary 
Schools  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  KX- 
CHEQUER:  It  will  fall  into  thesurplits 

of  the  year. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION 
(CASTLETON). 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  (York, 
W.R.,  Moriey)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Committee  td  Gooncil 
on  Bducation  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  leAtm  oi  the  Edoeatioa 
Department,  dated  23rd  Deoonbar  last, 
addressed  tu  Mr.  R.  Matthews,  Castleton, 
in  which  the  Department  refused  to 
allow  a  Wesleyan  school  to  be  re(q)«ted 
as  a  public  elementary  school  on  the 
ground  that  the  building  does  not  satisfy 
the  present  requirements  of  the  Code ; 
and  whether,  having  regard  to  the  &ct 
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th&t  he  has  saaotioned  the  readmiasion 
of  the  St.  Jude's  Katunial  School  to 
grants,  although  it  does  not  conform  to 
the  rules  of  the  Code,  he  will  reconsider 
his  decision  with  regard  to  the  Castletcm 
Wesleyan  School  1 

Sib  J.  GORST  :  The  question  of  the 
admission  of  the  Castleton  Wesleyan 
School  to  grants  has  not  been  finally 
decided.  The  managers  have  been  asked 
to  submit  plans  for  submission  to  the 
architect  of  the  Committee  of  Council. 
Tlte  St.  Jude'a  National  School  has  con- 
formed to  the  rules  ci  the  Code,  though 
it  is  not  planned  as  a  new  school  would 
have  been. 

RAILWAY  EXTENSIONS  {DONEGAL). 

Mr.  KNOX :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Iiord  Lieutmant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  make  any  statement 
as  to  contemplated  railway  extensions  in 
Donegal  t  • 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  erpedient  at  present  to 
make  any  statement  regarding  railway 
extensions  under  the.  Act  of  last  year. 

SHEFFIELD  COITAGE  HOMES  FOE 
CHILDREN. 

Mb.  E.  H.  FICKEBSGILL  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.  W.) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Bresident 
of  the  Local  GoTemment  Board  whether 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  the  Reports 
of  the  chief  inspector,  the  medical  in- 
spector, and  the  architect,  respecting  the 
Sheffield  Cottage  Homes  for  Children, 
together  with  the  reply  of  the  SheflSeld 
Guardians  1 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  IS  the  hon.  Member 
desires  to  move  for  a  Return  of  the 
Reports  referred,  to  and  of  the  reply  of 
the  Guardians  of  the  Sheffield  Union, 
Z  shall  be  prepared  to  assent  to  the 
motion. 

PRISONERS'  PROPERTY  FUND. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
l^partment  whether  he  will  lay  upon 
Th«  Table  the  Report  of  the  Departmental 
Oommittee  on  the  Prisoners'  Property 
Fund  ;  and  whether  he  has  come  to  any 
decision  respecting  the  audit  of  the  fund  f 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  RIDLEY : 
I  have  no  objection  to  laying  the  Report 
on  the  Table  if  the  hon.  Member  desires 
it.    I  hope  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing 


with  the  question  of  audit  and  other 
matters. 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  (METROPOLIS). 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  he  will  defer  his  decision 
in  the  matter  of  the  proposed  Order 
respecting  the  Administration  of  Metro- 
politan Poor  Law  Schools  until  this 
House  has  had  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  scheme,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  it  sets  up  an  entirely  new 
central  authority  for  the  government  of 
the  Metropolis,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
it  does  not  carry  out  the  essential  re- 
commendation of  the  recent  Committee  1 

Mr.  CHAFUK  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  under  a  misapprehension  if  hesii^poses 
that  the  Local  Government  Boara  pro- 
pose to  constitute  a  new  central  authority 
for  the  government  •  of  the  Metropolis. 
The  Order  which  the  Board  propose  to 
issue  refers  to  an  authority  to  undertake 
the  charge  of  certain  classes  of  children 
in  the  Metropolis  who  are  now  main- 
tained at  the  cost  of  tiie  rates,  this 
being  one  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  he  refers  to.  I  cannot  give 
the  undertaking  which  the  hon.  Member 
asks  for. 

LICENSED  PREIOSES 

(ADVERTISEMENTS). 

Mr.  S.  young  (Cavan,  E.),  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  recent 
case  in  which  the  chairman  of  a  bench 
of  magistrates  called  on  a  firm  of  wine 
and  spirit  merchants  and  ordered  them 
to  remove  at  once  certain  wine,  spirit, 
and  beer  advertisements  which  are 
affixed  to  the  walls  of  the  premises 
facing  the  pttblio  roads;  and,  whether 
licensing  magistrates  have  power  to 
order  the  removal  of  such  advertisements 
from  licensed  premises  1 

Thr  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Wbbster,  Isle  of  Wight) : 
Except  by  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member,  my  attention  has  not  been 
called  to  the  case  to  which  he  refers. 
Without  fuller  knowledge  of  the  facts,  I 
cannot  express  an  opiCiion  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case,  but  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  general  power  possessed  by  the 
magistrates  to  order  the  removal  of  such 
advertisements. 
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BOYAL  XtESIDENCE  127  IRELAND, 
Mr.  DANE:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasarj  whether  hia 
atbeation  has  been  called  to  a  resolation 
passed  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of 
the  Irish  Touriat  Association,  presided 
over  by  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  expreesiTe  of 
aa  earnest  desire  that  on  the  oocasion 
of  t^e  celebration  of  the  sixtieth  year  of 
th*  roign  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty 
a  Boyal  residenoe  may  be  established ; 
and  whfither  the  Goverament  vill  take 
tiie  mattw  into  serioua  consideration  1 

Thi  first  lord  of  thf  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfovb,  Manchester, 
E.)  replwd  that  his  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  resolution.  He  was  afraid 
he  could  not  discuss,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  the  prot  and  cons  of  the  matter, 
but  it  had  been  brought  under  the 
attention  of  the  Government  both  in 
Debates  in  the  House  and  otherwise. 


SUPPLY  (IBI8H  EBTIHATES). 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  can  he 
indicate  the  period  at  which  he  proposes 
to  take  the  first  Irish  Vote  in  Supply ; 
and  what  it  would  probably  be  t 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY replied  that  he  should  be  glad  to 
consult,  afi  far  as  pessible,  the  con- 
venience of  hon.  Members  ttom  Ireland. 
Without  pledging  himself,  it  might  be 
convenient  to  employ  the  Friday  in  the 
week  in  which  the  financial  relations  of 
England  and  Ireland  were  discussed. 
He  would  consider  that. 


VOLUNTARY  SCHOOL  GRANT 
(IRISH  EQUIVALENT). 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  can 
inform  the  House  what  amount  will  be 
iallotted  to  Ireland  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  considerable  grant  of  money  which 
vill,  under  the  Resolution  before  the 
House,  beeome  payaUe  'to  Voluntary 
Schools  in  England  and  Ireland  out  of 
the  general  taxation  1 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER, who  replied,  said  if  the 
matter  were  considered  on  the  basis  of 
equiviUent  grants  it  would  be  necessary 
to  belur  in  mind  the  fact  that  Ireland 
already  received  a  larger  proportion  of 
the  total  cost  of  national  education  from 


the  Elxchequer  than  either  England  or 
Scotland.      But,   aa   he  had   already  i 
explained  in  answer  to  questions,  it  was 
not  intended  to  deal  with  the  matter  on 
the  basts  of  equivalent  grants. 

Mr.  FLYNN  said  the  sum  was  au 
additional  one.  | 

Thk  chancellor  or  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER :  But  if  you  get  too  much 
already  you  cannot  expect  more. 
[Lauffhter.] 

VOLUMTABY  SCHOOLS  GKAKT 
(SCOTCH  EQUIVALENT). 

MR.T.  C.H.  HEDDERWICK  (WiA 
Burghs)  :  I  b^  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether,  widt  refuvnoe  to 
the  Voluntary  Schools  Bill  now  before  the 
House,  it  is  proposed  to  make  an  equiva- 
lent grant  to  Scotland ;  and,  if  so,  wbethv 
it  is  intended  to  make  the  proposal  in  the 
course  of  the  present  Session ;  and  upon 
what  ratio  it  is  intended  to  base  ndi 
equivalent  1 

Thb  chancellor  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER :  I  answered  thSa  qnestion 
on  Tuesday. 

HOURS   OF   POI-LINO  (METROPOLIS-. 

Mr.  FREDERICK  WILSON  (Nor 
folk,  Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Locd 
of  tiie  Treasury  whethw,  having  re^rd 
to  the  number  of  working  men  em- 
ployed in  the  City  London  who  do 
not  leave  vork  tiil  after  seven  o'dock, 
many  of  whom  are  practically  disfran- 
chised by  the  present  election  law,  be 
will  consider  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  hours  of  polling  in  metropolitan 
constituencies  till  at  least  nine  o'clock. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  grievance  to  which  ^ 
hon.  Member  refers,  has  not  been 
brought  to  my  notice.  But  if  it  ii^  I 
will  give  it  full  oonsideratimi. 

EPISCOPAL  ELECTIONS 

(DISCREDITABLE  SCENES). 

Mr.  harry  FOSTER:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  o[  the  TreMury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  scenes  which  were  recently  wit- 
nessed at  Bow  Church  at  the  ocmfirma- 
tion  of  the  elections  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of  London ; 
and  whether,  with  a  view  to  prevmt  a 
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recurrenco  of  such  scenes,  the  Govcrn- 
meat  vill  at  axi  eaalj  date  introduce 
l^|idation  for  .  either  abolishing  the 
ceremonial,  or  insuriog  that  objections 
when  invited  shall  be  properly  heard  and 
adjadicated  upon. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  discreditable  scenes  to  which  my 
hon.  Friend  refers,  but  I  can  make  no 
pledge  with  regard  to  legislation  on  the 
subject. 


VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS 
(AID   GRANT,  Era). 

Mr.  MUKDELLA  asked  the  First 
liOrd  the  Treasury  a  question  arising 
out  at  his  statement  in  moving  the 
Education  Resolution  on  Monday.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  the  words  "  not 
exceeding  five  shillings  per  scholar  for 
the  whole  number  of  scholars  in  those 
scho(^"  did  not  make  the  grant  appli- 
cable to  all  children  on  the  register, 
whereas  all  grants  httiierto  had  been 
made  on  average  attendance,  the  number 
on  the  register  being  nearly  600,000 
children  in  excess  of  average  attendance. 
There  was  no  precedent  for  any  grant 
except  on  the  basis  of  average  attendance. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  have 
the  notice  relating  to  the  resolution  in 
the  Votes  so  amended  as  to  make  the 
point  clear  1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
correctly  interpreted  the  speech  I  made 
on  Monday.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
amend  the  Resolution,  and  if  the  right 
hem.  Gentleman  will  wait  until  the  Bill 
is  printed,  he  will  see  that  the  point  he 
takes  is  adequately  dealt  with.  ["  Hear, 
hearl"] 


EXPLOSION  AT  WOOLWICH. 
Mr.  WOODALL  (Hanley)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  if  he  had  any 
particulars  of  a  reported  explosion  during 
experiments  'with  cordite  at  Woolwich  1 
*Mr.  P0WELL-WIT*LIAMS  replied 
that  he  had  received  no  report  on  the 
subject,  but  one  would  be  in  his  hands 
in  a  day  or  two.  Meanwhile,  he  believed 
there  was  a  great  deal  more  npise  than 
damage  caused  by  the  explosion.  The 
explosion  was  caused  during  an  experi- 
ment witii  cordite,  carried  out  under 


pruper  precautiuiiii,  to  ascertain  whether 
cordite  under  certain  conditions  would 
bum  harmlessly  away  or  explode. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES. 
The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY answering  a  question  which,  in 
his  absence  had  been  addressed  to  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  by  Sir 
C.  Dilke  (Gloucester,  Forest  of  Dean), 
stated  that  probably  it  would  be  con- 
venient next  Monday  to  get  the  Speaker 
out  a£  the  Chair  on  the  Army  Estimates. 


NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 
Captain  John  Sinclair,  for  County  ol 

Forfar. 

Louis  Sinclair,  esquire,  for  County  of 
Essex  (Southern  or  Romford  Division). 

Samuel  Woods,  esquire,  for  County  of 
Essex  (South  Western  or  Walthamstow 
Division). 


EMPLOYEUS'     LIABILITY  (FOEEIGN 
SHIPOWNEKS)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Second  Beading  deferred  from  Tues- 
day next  till  Tuesday  16th  February. 


MOT  10  IF. 


TRUSTS  (SCOTLAND) 

Bill  to  amend  The  Tnuta  (Scotland)  Act 
(1867)  Amendment  Act,  1887,  ordered  to  be 
brouifht  in  by  The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr. 
Anstnitber ;  presented  accordingly,  and  Bead  the 
Firat  time ;  to  be  read  a  Second  time  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. — [Bill  118.] 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS  [AID 
GBANT,  Ere.] 
Resolution  reported : — 

"  That  it  in  expedient — 
(d)  to  'anthmiBe  the  payment  out  of  moneya 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  an 
aid  giunt  to  Voluntary  Scluxils,  not 
exce«iinK  five  shillinga  per  acholu  for 
the  whcJe  number  of  scholars  in  thaw 
Bchools; 
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to  repeal  as  rogarda  d  ly  tchuols  so  much 
of  section  nineteen  of  The  Elo  -nentar^ 
Education  Act  1876,  as  imposos  a  limit 
OD  the  parliameDtary  ftrant  to  Elemen- 
Schools  in  England  and  Wales ; 

(e)  to  make  proviaion  for  the  exemption 
from  rates  of  Yoliintary  Schoola." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Mution  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Hesalution,^' 

Mr.  H.  H.  ASQUITH  (Fif^  E.), 
who  was  cheered  by  the  Opposition  on 
rising,  said  :  Sir,  I  make  no  apology  for 
inviting  the  House  at  this  stage  to 
review  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the 
Committee  and  to  decline  to  assent  to 
tiie  resolution  in  which  those  conclusions 
are  embodied.  Sir,  we  have  throughout 
this  matter  maintained,  I  believe,  a  per- 
fectly clear  and  absolutely  consistent 
petition  from  the  first  moment  that  the 
controversy  ortgiDated.  We  are  agreed 
that  if  it  could  be  shown  with  regard  to 
any  int^ral  factor  of  oar  national 
educational  system  the  machine  was 
being  subjected  to  an  undue  strain,  with 
the  result  that  the  work  turned  out  was 
either  deficient  in  quantity  or  quality, 
we  would  not  be  niggard  nor  ungenerous 
in  making  any  provision  from  the  public 
fund  that  might  be  necessary.  ["  Hear, 
hear  "  !]  I  say  that,  because  to-night  we 
are  compelled  to  ask  the  House  to 
negative  this  resolution.  \Cheer«.'\  We 
therefore  might  appear  to  be  asserting 
that  there  is  no  class  of  the  so-called 
Voluntary  Schools  which  is  in  need  of 
any  further  proviaion  from  Imperial 
funds.  If  we  are  compelled  to  take  up 
that  position  the  responsibility  does  not 
rest  with  us — it  has  been  forced  upon  us 
by  the  method  of  procedure  deliberately 
adopted  and  pressed  upon  us  by  the 
Guvernment.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "j  The 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  the 
o^her  night  quoted  from  a  speech  I  made 
ii  moving  the  rejection  of  last  year's 
BUI  a  passage  in  which  I  asserted  that, 
subject  to  reasonable  and  adequate  safe- 
guards, we  were  perfectly  ready  to 
consider  a  pro||x>sal  for  giving  further 
public  assistance  to  denominational 
schools.  But  if,  as  appeatrs  to  be  the 
cfuie,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
referred  to  that  passage  for  the  purpose 


of  showing  that  we  are  receding  from  the 
position  we  took  up,  then  I  mostfttooee 
correct  that  impression.  I  went  oo  in 
l^e  same  speech  to  develop  in 
what  were  the  conditions  and  ofe- 
guards  subject  to  which  we  were  prqund 
to  assent  to  this  grant.  There 
several  of  them,  but  there  were  t»o  in 
particular  on  which  we  laid  tbeo,  u 
we  lay  to-day,  a  special  stress.  In  tk 
first  place,  we  said,  and  we  sayno«,tliu 
if  public  money  is  to  be  devoted  to  Mtl 
a  purpose  it  must  be  under  audi  m- 
ditions  as  will  secure  its  imptfui 
distribution  amongst  all  the  neceiBitoH 
claimants  for  it,  and  as  will  not  (fistorii 
but  will  preserve  the  statutory  equiKiT 
which  has  hitherto  existed  befrna 
Voluntary  and  Board  Schools.  ["H«, 
hear" !]  The  phrase  "statnton 
equality "  we  owe  to  the  Duke  oi 
Devonshire,  but  it  has  now  apparoitlj 
become  a  laughing-stock  upon  ^^x  Trtt- 
sury  Bench,  [CAeerrf.]  The  right  hoa 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  d  tb^ 
Treasury,  and  after  him  the  bcm.  ■» 
learned  Solicitor  General,  soi^  » 
convict  their  colleagues  of  a  foUs^t  "> 
at  any  rate,  of  a  misdescription, 
why  ?  Because,  forsooth,  the  97th  secti« 
of  the  Education  Act  of  1870  enable  > 
special  and  limited  provision  to  be  nMi" 
in  the  cases  of  necessitous  School  Boirt- 
and  because  out  of  the  total  eipendiWf 
of  £7,000,000  per  annum  on  n»tto» 
education  it  has  only  been  taken  irf™ 
tage  of  to  the  extent  of  X40,000.  1^ 
is  the  extent  to  which  the  Btatvtm 
equality  has  been  dislocated  and  ^ 
turbed.  We  are  perfectly  ready,  if 
distribution  of  this  fund  istoben"* 
between  the  two  classes  of  scboob  <* 
the  one  side  and  the  othw,  doi  r  | 
should  be  debited  in  the  first  insttat; 
with  £40,000  as  you  did  in  the 
of  last  year.  There  is  another  condiii* 
on  which  we  insisted  then  and  on 
we  insist  now.  It  was  that  v)jx>^ 
money  is  granted  must  be  granted 
adequate  aeourity  that  it  will  be 
entirely  and  exdusively  on  the 
ment  of  our  educational  system.  ["H* 
hear ! "]  What  is  the  position  in 
we  stand  to-night  1  We  have  ber  ' 
Kesoiution  in  which  we  are  tAsA  ^ 
declare  tliat  Voluntary  Schools  ■ssc!*' 
without  any  distinction  of  denominri*^ 
are  entitled  tofurtherpcoviaonootn'* 
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public  funds,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  will  not  allow  ns  to  annex  to  that 
declaration  any  of  thoee  qualifying  and 
limiting  conditions  which,  in  our  judg- 
ment, were  last  year,  and  remain  to-day 
essential  to  secure  the  just  distributiou 
of  the  fund  and  its  exclusive  appropria- 
tion to  the  maintenance  or  the  elevation 
of  our  national  education.  ["Hear, 
hear  !  "1  The  hon.  and  learned  Geatle- 
nian  the  Solicitor-General  told  us  the 
other  night  that  when  we  talked  of  safe- 
guards we  ought  to  wait  until  we  see  the 
Bill.  But  the  Bill  cannot  possibly  con- 
tain them.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  The  Bill 
most  be  limited  by  the  Besoliition. 
[  *'  Hear,  hear  ! "]  The  same  ailment 
does  not  in  terms  apply  to  the  Amend- 
ments put  forward  with  reference  to  the 
other  point — namely,  to  secure  the 
exclusive  application  of  the  money  to 
educational  purposes.  What  treatment 
have  these  Amendments  received  ? 
{Cheers.]  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Carnarvon  proposed  to  insert  the 
-word  "  necesfutouB  "  in  the  Resolation. 
That  Amendment  received  scant  courtesy 
from  the  Government  and  was  rejected 
by  an  overwhelming  majority.  [Jlmis- 
(erial  cheers.]  Hon.  Members  opposite 
applaud  that  stattsment.  [Ministerial 
cheers.]  My  hon.  Friend  tho  Member 
for  Bishop  Auckland  also  put  down  an 
Amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  whole 
of  this  additional  grant  should  be  applied 
to  the  improvement  of  the  teaching  staff 
of  the  schools  which  would  bopefit  by  it, 
and  he  took  the  precaution  to  couch  his 
Amendment  in  terms  which  he  borrowed 
from  the  Bill  of  last  year.  What 
became  of  that  Amendment  1  It  vas 
not  allowed  to  cross  ike  threshold  of 
Parliamentary  discussion,  as  the  right, 
hon.  Gentleman  moved  the  Closure. 
^"  Hear,  hear ! "]  I  say,  therefore,  that 
if  we  are  to-night  compelled  to  deal  with 
this  Resolution  from  the  point  of  view 
and  attitude  of  simple  negation,  the  cause 
is  to  be  found  in  the  procedure  adopted 
by  the  Government.  ["  Hear,  hear ! "] 
Kow  I  will  come  to  close  quarters  with 
the  Besolution.  And  the  first  and  main 
ground  on  which  I  ask  tite  House  to 
decline  to  agree  with  the  Besolution  is 
this — that  the  money  to  be  granted  by 
this  Resolution  is  to  be  applied,  not  to 
the  equal  and  impartial  relief  of 
necessitous  schools  of  all  classes,  but  to 
preferential  reli^  of  a  particular  cat^ory 


of  schools.  [Cheers.]  We  are  told  that 
in  the  interests  of  Parliamentary  time  it 
is  expedient  to  proceed  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind  by  two  Bills  instead  of  one. 
That  is  an  argument  so  transparently 
fallacious  that  it  does  not  impose  on  any- 
one on  either  side  of  the  House.  ["  Hear, 
hear  !  "1  What  do  you  do  ?  You  have 
two  Bills  instead  of  one  in  order  to  save 
Parliamentary  time.  What  is  the 
necessary  result  of  that  operation  1  It  is 
that  you  are  going  to  create  injustice  by 
one  Bill  in  order  to  remove  it  by  another. 
[Che^s.]  And  this  you  put  forward  as 
an.  economical  expedient  to  save  time 
and  trouble  and  to  avoid  unnecessary 
fricti(m  in  our  controversies.  If  the 
Government  have  both  objects  in  view— 
I  mean  the  relief  of  the  Voluntary  and  the 
relief  of  the  necessitous  Board  Schools 
alike — it  is  obvious  to  the  merest  tyro  in 
Parliamentary  procedure  that  they  ought 
to  have  prosecuted  the  attainment  of 
both  objects  concurrently  as  part  and  par- 
cel of  a  single  integral  scheme.  [Cheers.] 
The  only  argument  that  could  have  been 
resorted  to  the  Government  to  dis- 
place the  hypothesis  which  we  are  obliged 
to  Bujjffest  to  the  House — namely,  that 
they  do  uot  atti\ch  equal  weight  to  the 
two  objeats,  and  that  while  attaching 
nioro  importaucy  to  the  one  they  l■ul^^ 
gate  tho  other  to  the  uncertain  hiizartls 
of  n  later  period  of  the  Session — is  that 
it  is  necessary  to  pass  tho  Bill  before 
March  31  in  order  that  the  denomina- 
tional schools  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the 
money  which  everyone  is  agreed  they  are 
entitled  to.  But  that  argimient  is  gone. 
[C/ieers.'l  The  Grovemm^t  thrangelves  do 
not  pretend  that  it  is  necessary  to  pass 
the  Bill  by  March  31,  and  it  is  obvious 
on  tho  face  of  the  Bill  that  it  never  was 
intended  to  come  into  opCTation  by  that 
time.  [Cheers.]  We  have  not  yet  had 
any  adequate  or  even  plausible  explana- 
tion of  the  rise  of  the  grant  from  4s.  last 
year  to  Bs.  this  year,  except  that  the 
extra  shilling  was  intended  as  some  kind 
of  compensation  or  solatium  to  the  de- 
nominational schools  for  -the  postponed 
fulfilment  of  their  long-deferi%d  hopes. 
[■'  Hear,  hear  I  "J  I  am  glad  it  is  frankly 
admitted  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
that  that  is  the  intention,  as  it  certainly 
will  be  the  effect,  of  carrying  this  Bill. 
[C/ieers.]  Now  I  come  to  my  second  and 
only  other  ground  which  I  shall  lay  be- 
fore the  House  for  refusing  to  assent  to 
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this  Kesolutiou,  and  that  is  founded  upon 
the  method  and  machinery  proposed  for 
the  distribution  of  this  large  sum  of  pub- 
lic money,  a  subject  which,  I  think,  has 
not  yet  been  adequately  discussed. 
["  Hear,  heerl  "]  This  purports  to  be  a 
p'ant  at  the  rate  of  5s.  a  head  per  child 
tu  the  denominational  schools  of  the 
country.  This  6s.  per  head,  if  it  is  in- 
tended to  designate  the  measure  of  relief 
to  be  given  to  necessitous  schools,  is  a 
misnomer,  and,  indeed,  a  fiction.  The 
UoTemment  are  not  going  and  do  not 
propose  to  give  5s.  a  head  per  child  to 
the  necessitous  schools.  I  vill  show  what 
it  is  proposed  to  do.  The  nght  bon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dartford,  in 
the  course  of  his  interesting  speech  the 
other  night — and  I  think  we  shall  all  agree 
that  in  the  course  of  this  Debate  candid 
friendship  has  been  more  ebullient  than 
party  loyalty  on  that  side  of  the  House — 
["  hear,  hear  I  "] — referred  to  a  school 
ill  his  own  constituency  where,  owing  to 
the  operation  of  the  enlarged  fee  grant, 
113  compared  with  the  fees  chained  before 
1891,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  sub- 
scriptions at  their  old  level — 

Sm  W.  UAUT.  DYKE  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford  ) :  The  whole  of  the  Voluntary 
Schools ;  no  particular  school. 

Mb.  ASQUITH  :  That  strengthens  the 
point.  The  case  he  put  is  not  an  iso- 
lated or  exceptional,  but  a  typical,  case 
as  regards  a  lai^  number  of  denomina- 
tional schools.  This  school,  owing  to  the 
eulaiged  fee  grant  as  compared  with  the 
fees  charged  before  1891,  and  to  the 
maintenance  of  what  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing is  a  very  proper  spirit  which  might 
be  imitated  in  other  puts— owing  to  the 
maintenance  by  subscribers  of  their  old 
level  of  generosity  this  school  is  under  no 
strain,  but  has  got  a  large  pecuniary 
surplus.  That  is  the  case  of  the  whole  of 
the  Church  Schools  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  and,  therefore,  I  quite  agree  it 
wuuld  have  been  an  extravagant  auil  un- 
justifiable thing  if  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment had  proposed  to  make  this  grant 
of  08.  all  round.  I  want  the  House  to 
realise  how  the  5s.  comes  in  and  where 
the  6b.  goea  out,  because  the  5b.  ia  really 
a  bogus  sum.  [C/iefra.]  The  5s.  comes 
in  iu  the  form  of  a  multiple.  You  take 
the  whole  number  of  children  in  a\*erage 
attendance.  ["  No,  on  the  register."]  1 
assume  that,  because  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is,  I  understand,  going  to  say 

Mr.  H.  H.  Agquilh. 


that  is  su.  [The  FiadT  Lord  of  the  Tbxa- 
suRT :  "  I  have  said  so."]  You  take  the 
whole  number  of  childrai  m  avenge 
attendance  in  all  the  Vohmtary  ikhaSk 
of  the  country,  necessitous  or  otherwise, 
including  the  schools  in  Kent,  where  ther 
have  the  large  surplus — then,  take  the 
number  of  children  in  aven^  attendance 
in  every  one  of  the  Voluntary  SchooK 
rich  aAd  poor  alike,  without  nay  iisr 
crimination  whatever,  and  you  mutiiply 
it  by  58.  and  arrive  at  the  snm  of 
£616,000.  What  is  the  use  of  this  nagsr 
tory  and  artificial  process  of  multiptyiDg 
by  58.  per  head  I  Why  cannot  you  «y 
frankly  at  once,  "  We  are  going  to  gi« 
a  lump  sum  of  £616,000  to  the  denoini- 
national  schools  of  the  country "  (  F« 
what  possible  purpose  is  the  5b.  brongtit 
in  except  to  give  an  appearance  of  mo- 
deration in  the  amount  of  the  grant  you 
are  going  to  dispense?  We  come  to  tbe 
question  of  distribution.  You  have  some 
£620,000  to  distribute.  You  are  going 
to  distribute  it  among  necessitous  schot^ 
and  among  those  sdone.  Does  it  not 
follow  as  a  plain  arithmetical  propoidtion 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  well-to-do  scbocrfs 
which  had  been  counted  for  the  purpose 
of  multiplying  the  5s.,  are  to  be  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  the  ave- 
rage grant  to  be  given  to  necessitoufi 
schools  must  by  the  process  of  absolute 
and  inevitable  logic  very  largely  exceed 
68.  a  head.  [Cheere.]  Then  do  not  let 
us  hear  anything  more  about  the  Qc 
grant.  A  right  hon.  Friend  reminds  me 
that  the  siun  will  increase  year  by  yew 
althou^  the  necessities  may  diminisb. 
Although  the  idyllic  state  of  things  which 
prevails  in  the  county  of  Kent  may  be- 
come well-nigh  univmal,  this  som  ii 
going  on  automatically  inoreasii^.  "Hie 
;  sum  granted  may  become  larg^  txaj 
\  year.  There  is  to  be  no  maximum  and  do 
;  minimum.  If  that  is  so,  does  it  not  be- 
come all  the  more  necessary  that  »e 
should  scrutinise  somewhat  closely  the 
machinery  by  which  this  process  of  on- 
fettered  and  unlimited  distr^ion  is  to  be 
carried  out.  I  ask  att^tion  tu  a  fjmot' 
whi<^  has  hitherto  almost  escaped  notice, 
in  regard  to  the  machinery  to  be  bron^ 
into  existence  for  the  purpose  of  distn- 
Luting  the  grants.  The  .6620,000  is  to 
Ite  doled  out  in  lump  sums  to  associstioDi 
— ^voluntary  and  irresponsible  asaociatiow 
— [chfert]-— to  be  apportioned  at  their 
discretion,  tempered  by  the  supwriwT 
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ujutrol  of  the  Education  Department. 
[Minitterial  eheer».]  I  have  not  fo^tten 
that  that  iB  the  ideal  which  ia  to  be  aimed 
at.   Some  schools  will,  no  doubt,  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  independent  isolation 
and  deal  directly  with  the  Department, 
but  an  indirect  and  most  effective  instru- 
ment of  coercion  has  been  provided,  be- 
cause any  school  which  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Education  Department  unreasonably 
abstains  from  entering  into  one  of  these 
voluntary  associations  is  to  forfeit  the 
whole  of  the  grant  which  it  would  other- 
wise have.     You  may  have  a  school 
which  has  complied  with  all  the  conditions 
o{  the  Code,  which  is  in  every  way  effi- 
cient as  an  educational  agency,  but  be- 
cause its  managers  do  not  choose,  for 
some  ground  which  the  Department  con- 
aiders  unreasonable,  to  join  an  associa- 
tion it  is  to  forfeit  its  title  to  public 
money.    When  I  heard  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the    other    night  unfold 
this  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
proposal    I    could    not    h^p  asking 
myself,    What    does   Lord  Salisbiu^ 
think  f     We  know  what  his  opinion 
of  Government  Departments,  and  of 
the  Education   Department  in  parti- 
cular, was  durii^  the  most  fruitful 
and  beneficent  f^ministration  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Rother. 
ham.    [Cheers.]    My  right  hon.  Friend 
must  now  be  somewhat  amused  to  find 
that    Archbishops    and    Bishops  are 
tumbling  over  one  another  in  their  eager- 
ness to  give  him  certificates  of  character. 
[A  lavgh.]   After  being  bespattered  with 
clerical  abuse  he  is  now  within  measur- 
oble  distance — if,    indeed,  he  has  not 
reached  the  point — of  being  synodically 
whitewashed.    [Laughter  and  cheers.] 
Lord  Salisbury  spoke  at  Preston  on  t^e 
general  question  of  the  Departments  at 
Whitehall,  and  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment in  particular,  and  I  want  to  quote 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  the  language 
in  which  their  Prime  Minister  and  Leader 
described  the  Department  which  is  to  be 
the  only  safeguard  as  between  an  asso- 
ciation on  the  one  side  and  the  taxpayers 
on  the  other  for  the  proper  distribution 
of  this  fund.    He  spoke  of  the  Education 
Department  as  a  despotic  central  departs 
ment  whose  thoi^hts  are  wooden,  whose 
system  is  red  tape,  and  whose  one  hope 
is   to   reduce  to  perfect  uniformity  the 
actions  of  all  under  them  into  submis- 
aion  ^  conceptions   which   have  been 


elaborated  at  Whitehall.    He  may  think 
matters  have  changed  for  the  better  at 
Whitehall— ["  hear,  hear  1 "]— under  the 
mild  and  unobtrusive  rule  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cwn- 
bridge  University.  [Loud  and  prolonged 
ironical  Opposition  cheers.^   I  do  not 
know,  but  I  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice  President    of  the 
Council  will  not  always  be  at  Whitehall. 
[Cheers.]    That    provisional  safeguard 
against  the  autocracy  which  Lord  Salis- 
bury describes  in  such  scathing  language 
must — I  do  not  wish  to  anticipate  the 
future — ^in   the    course    of   time  be 
removed.   We  shall  once  more  have  to 
listen  to  the  despotism  which  Lord  Salis- 
bury has  characterised  in  the  language 
which  I  read  out  a  moment   ago,  and 
every  school  that  prefers  to  its  own  in- 
dependence absolute  'incorporation  and 
mergence  in  these  voluntary  associations 
may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Education 
Department,  be  entitled  to  a  share  in 
this  grant.    I  am  not,  I  need  hardly  say, 
using  this  arffument  by  way  of  disparage- 
ment of  the  Education  Department.  Last 
year  we  fought  the  battle  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department  against  Her  Majesty's 
Government — ["  hear,  hear  I "] — and  it 
was  because  we  believed  that  the  Educa- 
tion Bill  of  last  year,  by  paralysing  and 
crippling  the  energies  of  that  Depart- 
ment in  the  sphere  in  which  its  energy 
and  activity  are  legitimate  and  most  use- 
ful, would  have  dealt  a  death-blow — well, 
at  any  rate,  would  have  removed  one  of 
the  most  efficient   safeguards  for  our 
national    system  of  education — ["hear, 
hear !  "J — it  was  for  that  reason  that  we 
resisted  it,  and  had  behind   us  public 
opinion.    [C/ieers.]  But  you  are  seeking 
here  to  put  on  the  Education  Depart- 
ment  functions   which  are  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  analogous  to  those  which 
it  has  hitherto  discharged,  and  which  it 
is  totally  out  of  the  power  of  any  public 
department  properly  to  discharge.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke), 
who  speaks  with  great  experience,  for 
be  was  several  years  at  the  head  of  the 
Education  Department,  has  told  us  truly 
that  the  Department  was  in  the  habit  of 
distributing  lai^e  sums  of  public  money 
every  year  to  the  primary  schools  in  the 
country  in  the  shape  of  grants,  and  asked, 
ii  they  could  trust  them  for  that  purpose, 
^hy  could  they  not  also  trust  them  to 
distribute  this  money,  or  to  haud  it  over 
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to  the  associations  7  I  say  there  is  no  | 
analogy  whatever  as  between  the  two 
cases.  [Cheers.^  The  Education  Depart- 
ment at  present,  in  the  distribution  of 
the  sum  which  is  voted  by  Parliament 
every  year  as  a  grant  in  aid  of  elementai7 
education,  is  subject  to  fixed  rules  which 
are  embodied  in  the  Code  and  in  Acts  of 
Parliament,  and  that  Code  is  every  year 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  and  is 
subject  to  the  direct  control  of  Parlia- 
ment. These  tests  are  supplied  by  a 
body  of  inspectors  appointed  by  the 
Education  Department  and  responsible 
to  it,  and  whose  salaries  are  every  year 
voted  by  this  House  out  of  the  taxation 
of  the  country.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  We 
have,  therefore,  in  the  distribution  of  tJie 
grant  by  the  Education  Department  a 
function  carefully  safeguarded  at  every 
point  by  Parliamentary  control,  and  into 
which  it  is  impossible  that  abuses  or 
shortcomings  should  enter  without  their 
being  detected.  But  when  you  go  and 
put  the  Education  Department  in  the 
position  of  a  kind  of  general  superintend- 
ence with  no  defined  powers  or  statutory 
functions — a  general  superintendence 
over  a  loose  system  of  eleemosynary  re- 
lief, which  is  to  be  carried  out  hy  pieans 
of  voluntary  associations  which  have  no 
statutory  authority  and  no  responsibility 
to  Parliament  or  the  public — you  are  im- 
posing on  the  Education  Department  a 
function  which,  however  highly  you  may 
estimate  its  powers,  neither  it  nor  any 
other  public  department  is  fitted  to  dis- 
charge. [Cheers.]  The  result  is  that 
when  you  come  to  analyse  the  method 
and  machinery  by  which  these  sums  are 
to  be  distributed,  you  will  find  that  that 
grant — not  merely  to  be  voted  out  of  tiie 
taxation  of  the  present  year  as  an  experi- 
ment or  a  temporary  dole,  but  to  be 
placed  on  the  Stfdute  Book  a>  a  per- 
manent charge  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  country — I  say  we  have  none 
of  those  securities  which,  in  the  interests 
of  our  constituents,  we  have  a  right  and 
it  is  our  duty  to  demand.  It  ought  to 
be  subject  to  Parliamentary  control,  and 
the  money  in  its  application  ought  not 
to  be  frittered  away  in  favouritism  and 
jobbery.  [Cheers.]  I  have  now  said  all 
that  I  have  to  say.  I  have  not  en- 
deavoured to  exhaust  the  ground  or  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
points  which  have  already  been  ex- 
haustively discussed.   But  I  will  say  in 
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conclusion,  as  I  did  at  the  beginning, 
that  we  take  our  stand  for  our  resistance 
to  this  resolution,  not  upon  any  unwill- 
ingness to  make  good  tike  admitted  de- 
ficiencies of  our  educational  system, 
whethw  ihssj  exist  in  the  Yoluntaiy  or 
the  Board  Solu>d8,  but  on  the  fact  that 
this  Resoiution  Introduces  a  principle  of 
invidious  discrimination  entirely  opposed 
to  the  statutory  equality  which  has 
hitherto  prevailed,  and  provides  methods 
and  machinery  that  afford  no  adequate 
secimty  that  the  intentions  of  the  Legis- 
lature shall  be  carried  out,  and  that  the 
money  of  the  taxpayers  shall  not  be  irre- 
mediably squandered.    [Loud  cheers.] 

Tot  first  lord  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Baltovb,  Manchester. 
E.) :  The  right  hon.  Geaatlramn  who  has 
just  sat  down  is  certainly  not  the  least 
ingenious  debater  amongst  the  most  im- 
tinguished  debaters  which  this  House  at 
present  possesses.  ['*  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Bat 
even  his  ingenuity  was  somewhat  put  to 
it  to  explain  to  the  House  why  it  was  that, 
while  he  approved  of  a  grant  being  givm 
to  necessitous  schools,  he  was,  neverthe- 
less, going  to  vote  against  the  Resolution, 
the  passing  of  which  he  admits  to  be 
necessary  in  ordor  that  such  benefit  may 
be  conferred.  [OppMUwn  eriet  of  "  No, 
no!"]  The  right  hou.  Gentlenuw  re- 
peated and  emphasised  the  statemeot  he 
made  last  year  to  the  effect  that,  in  his 
judgment.  Voluntary  Schools  required  re- 
lief, ought  to  have  relief,  and  that  that 
relief  should  come  out  of  the  Imperal 
Exchequer.  "We  bring  in  a  Bill  which 
gives  necessitous  schools  relief  out  of  the 
Imperial  Exchequer,  and  the  first  step 
the  right  hon.  GraUeman  and  his  Friend 
takes  it  to  go  into  the  Lobby  in  the  hope 
of  defeating,  if  they  can,  the  Measure  that 
they  have  admitted  to  be  neceesary,  and 
without  which  their  object  cannot  be 
carried  out.  [Cheers.']  The  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  says  he  will  not  have  this  Bill, 
because  it  doee  not  go  far  enough.  He 
objects  to  an  instalment  because  he  can- 
not get  oil  he  desires.  ["  Hear,  hear ! "] 
That  is  not  politics  ;  that  is  not  statesman- 
ship. [Cheers.]  That  is  simply  the 
exercise  of  an  ingwuity  on  the  part  of 
an  Opposition  who  are  determined  to 
thwart  the  GovmimCTt  in  all  their  pro- 
ccedings  by  the  beet  means  in  their 
power.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "]  If  these  means 
are  not  very  effective,  if  the  reasons  hy 
which  they  are  supported  must  seem  to 
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be  inconclusive,  that  is  due  not  to  the  ex- 
pomtion  which  the  right  hon.  GentieiuHn 
has  just  given,  but  to  the  difHculty  of  the 
case.  Before  I  come  to  that  part  of  the 
right  hon.  G^tleman's  speech  which 
dealt  with  Uie  subsequent  provisions  for 
which,  this  Bill  is  the  preparation,  I  shall 
say  a  word,  and  only  a  word,  upon  what 
may  be  called  some  of  the  subsidiary  ques- 
tions in  controversy  which  have  been 
brought  incidentally  to  our  notice  in  the 
course  of  these  Debates.  In  the  first 
place  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  fol- 
lowed the  speeches  on  that  bench  in 
thinking,  if  not  positively  asserting,  that 
in  bringing  forward  this  Resolution  as 
we  have  t^i^ht  it  forward,  and  in  word- 
ing it  as  we  have  worded  it,  we  have  been 
guilty  of  some  too  clever  trick  by  which 
legitimate  FarUamentary  criticism  may 
be  obviated.  Sir,  the  man  who  medics 
that  accusation  in  good  faith — and  I  do 
not  doubt  the  good  faith  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite — is  either  totally 
ignorant  of,  or  has  totally  forgotten,  the 
methods  and  traditions  of  the  procedure 
of  the  House  in  cases  like  this.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I  "]  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 
frankly  tell  the  House  I  have  always 
thought  that  this  practice  sanctioned  by 
immemorial  usage  of  introducing  money 
Bills  into  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
belongs  to  an  ancient  and,  I  think,  a 
somewhat  outworn  portion  of  our  Con- 
stitution, and  might  well  be  dispensed 
with — ["  hear,  hear !  "] — and  nobody,  so 
far  as  this  particular  ctise  is  concerned, 
woidd  be  more  glad  to  have  it  dispensed 
with  than  I  myself.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  A 
whole  Porliameutary  week  has  been  spent 
in  the  discussion.  ["  No,  no  !  "]  Well, 
four  days — ^the  best  part  of  a  Parliamen- 
tary week — which,  but  for  these  Resolu- 
tions, we  should  never  have  required  to 
occupy  at  all,  have  been  expended  on 
this  stage.  When  it  is  suggested  by  right, 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  ibal  I  have  de- 
parted from  all  Parliamentary  practice 
and  traditions  fur  the  solitary  purpose  of 
preventing  them  from  introducing  an 
Amendment,  of  which  they  gave  me  no 
notice  before,  it  seems  to  me  that  they 
are  charging  the  Govemiiient  with  refus- 
ing a  demand  which  no  Opposition  has 
ever  made  before  on  any  Government. 
[Cfirers.]  Are  you  to  de|iart  from  every 
well-established  rule  for  the  solitniy  pur- 
pose of  enabling  unnecessary  discussion 
to  be  indulged  in  by  any  Gentleman  who 


wishes  to  do  BO  ?  Our  procedure  on  money 
,  Bills  is  settled  by  long  tradition,  from 
which  we  have  not  departed  by  a  hair's 
breadth.  The  tmns  of  this  Resolution 
are  settled  by  the  officers  of  the  House, 
over  whom  we  exercise  no  control,  and  if 
th^re  has  been  any  inconraiience  the  fault 
lies  with,  the  methods  of  the  House,  and 
not  with  any  peculiar  use  of  those 
methods  adopted  on  this  occasion  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  So  much  for  the 
form  of  the  Resolution.  With  regard  (o 
the  other  subsidiary  points  that  have 
been  raised  we  have  been  told — I  am 
especially  told — that  I  hare  shown  vacil- 
lation and  inconsistency  in  the  course  I 
have  pursued  with  regard  to  this  matter. 
It  So  happens  that  in  this  particidar  case 
there  has  absolutely  not  been  a  sha'^ow 
or  shade  of  turning  from  the  time  when 
the  Bill  of  last  year  was  dropped  till  the 
time  when  the  Bill  of  this  year  was  in- 
troduced. Anybody  who  takes  the  trouble 
— I  do  not  advise  them  to  do  it — to  read 
the  speeches  which  I  have  maie 
upon  the  topic — I  think,  so  far  as 
I  remember,  there  have  only  been 
three — one  in  the  House  when  an- 
nouncing the  withdrawal  of  last  year's 
Bill,  another  shortly  afterwards  iti 
St.  James's  Hall,  and  the  third  at  Roch- 
dale in  the  autumUt  will  see  quite  cleariy 
these  two  things.  In  the  first  place, 
that  the  only  pledge,  either  in  letter  or 
in  spirit,  which  I  gave  waa  that  the 
Toluntaiy  Schools  should  not  sutfer  by 
the  dropping  of  the  Bill  of  last  year ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  resolved  not  to  weight  this 
Measm-e  for  the  relief  of  Voluntary 
Schools  by  adding  to  it  extraneous  pro- 
visions regarding  other  matters,  however 
important  or  however  excellent.  ["Hear, 
hear  t "]  That  may  have  been  a  wrong 
decision — am  coming  to  the  question 
of  substance  before  I  sit  down — ^bat  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  consistency  it 
has  been  my  view  throughout,  the  view 
I  held  last  June,  the  view  which  I  still 
hold,  and  the  view  which  I  believe  best 
both  for  Voluntary  Schools,  the  proce- 
dure of  this  House,  and,  I  will  add,  for 
necessitous  Board  Schools.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
said  that  if  Voluntary  Schools  ought  to 
have  58.,  why  did  not  you  give  them  Ss. 
last  year,  and  if  they  ought  to  have  ouly 
4s.,  -why  do  you  give  them  5s.  this  year ; 
and  he  asked,  "  Is  this  not  merely  a  dole 
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1111(1  a  Koji  to  coadob  them  for  not  getting 
the  Bill  before  March  31?"  Many 
Gentlemen  in  this  House,  no  doubt,  speak 
of  the  liabilities  thrown  upon  the  Ex- 
chequer with  a  happy  irresponsibility, 
and  I  think  one  very  excellent  Friend  of 
mine  made  a  speech  in  this  Debate  in 
which  he  airily  suggested  Uiat  the  whole 
cost  of  the  education  of  all  the  children 
in  oil  schools,  Board  and  Voluntary, 
should  be  thrown  on  the  Exchequer. 
That  is  a  plan  for  which  much  may  be 
said,  but  it  is  one  which  no  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  is  likely  to  look  on 
with  any  great  favour.  But  among  those 
irresponsible  expenders  of  public  money, 
surely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
ought  not  to  be  one.  He  has  been  a 
Member^  and  will,  no  doubt,  ^ain  be  one 
of  the  most  important  Members  in  an 
Administration  responsible  for  the  public 
]>ur&e,  and  he  must  know  that  the  amount 
which  the  Exchequer  gives  to  an  object 
is  not  always,  perhaps  is  not  usually, 
simply  and  polely  determined  by  the 
value  of  the  object,  but  is  largely  deter- 
mined, and  must  always  be  lai^ely  detor- 
niineJ,  even  if  this  country  was  twice  as 
rich  as  it  is  now,  by  the  resources  of  the 
('hancetlor  of  the  Exchequer  who  has  to 
give  it.  If  that  simple  proposition  be 
accepted,  as  I  think  it  must  be,  the  House 
will  see  that  neither  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  nor  I  were  in  a  position 
hist  June,  nor  until  many  months  after 
last  June,  to  say  that  we  were  in  a  posi- 
tion to  promise  an  increased  grant  to 
Voluntary  Schools.  No  doubt  that  un- 
certainty did  carry  a  corresponding  un- 
certainty into  the  exact  form  which  this 
Hill  should  take,  and  the  exact  Parliar 
mentary  procedure  that  should  be 
adopted  in  connection  with  it  When  I 
knew  that  my  r^ht  hon.  Friend  could 
give  me  the  6s. — which  is  not,  in  my 
judgment,  one  bit  too  much  for  the  ne> 
cessities  of  the  case — [cheers] — many 
competent  persons  say  it  is  too  little  for 
the  necessities  of  the  case — [cAeer*] — I 
confess  I  dismissed  from  my  mind  all 
anxiety  as  to  the  precise  moment  at 
which  the  Bill  should  become  law,  for  I 
felt  that  the  pledge  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  only  nnleemed,  but  amply 
redeemed,  by  the  Bill  wq  are  introducing 
now.  Let  me  add  this,  that,  though  it 
is  not  absolutely  necessaiy  that  this  BiU 
should  become  law  a  particular  hour 
or  a  particular  day,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
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necessity  tliat  the  Bill  should  become  law 
soon — [cheers] — and  that  not  merely  in 
connection  with  the  general  programme 
of  Government  business — though  in  thit 
connection  its  speedy  passage  is  iot* 
portant — but  lUso  in  connection  with  tbe 
Voluntary  Schoob  whuih  it  is  intended  to 
assist.  That  maofainery,  so  unjiutly  at* 
tacked  1^  the  right  hon.  Gotdeman,  br 
which  we  hope  to  nuike  this  money  gn  u 
far  as  possible  to  help  the  necesiitooi 
portion  of  the  Voluntary  Schools,  is  not 
machinery  that  you  can  set  up  at  & 
moment's  notice.  It  must,  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  take  time,  and 
as  it  is  desirable  that  the  mowj 
should  be  given  to  the  Voluntary  Scbook 
as  soon  as  possiUe,  so  it  is  eminently 
desirable  that  we  should  without  s 
moment's  unnecessary  delaj  pass  this 
Bill  into  law  as  it  stands  and  moke  &U 
preparations  which  are  absolutely  eoKO- 
tial  before  the  money  which  we  design 
for  these  Voluntary  Schools  can  be  dis- 
tributed among  them  to  the  beet  advan- 
tage. [Cheers.]  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  think  some  of  my  old  Friends  haTe 
shown  considerable  innocence  of  miud  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  received 
the  criticisms  of  the  other  side  with 
regard  to  this  date  of  Ifeurch  31.  I  think, 
if  they  will  consider  the  matter,  they  viD 
see  thai  the  irritation  shown  1^  Geatle- 
men  opposite  at  the  announcement  thst 
it  was  not  absolutely  vital,  howevor  de^i^ 
able,  to  pass  the  Bill  by  that  date  ns 
a  disappointment  not  born  of  any  regsn) 
for  Voluntary  Schools,  but  was  simply 
and  solely  the  disappointment  of  fofled 
Parliamentary  tacticians.  [Laughter 
and  cheers.]  I  have  not  a  doubt  that 
they  have  been  hugging  to  themselves 
all  the  autumn  and  in  the  early  port  of 
this  present  Session  the  thou^t  that,  by 
dint  of  those  arts  of  which  they  are  pait 
masters,  the  Government  m%ht  be  ^T<io 
over  the  fatal  day  or  else  might  be  com- 
pelled, in  order  to  get  it  through  by  the 
fatal  day,  to  adopt  those  methods  which 
we  have  always  done  our  best  to  avoid— 
[Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh !  "  and  Minis- 
terial cheers] — and  which  I  have  not  the 
clightest  doubt  they  would  be  delighted 
to  see  us  practice.  Let  my  hon.  Friendi 
remember  that,  on  a  question  of  Firiia- 
mentary  tactics,  what  disappoints 
the  Opposition  ijiould  be  hailed  with 
pleasure  hy  •ua— {"hear,  hor!"}— and 
no  better  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
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course  the  GoTemment  has  pursued — I 
am  talking  purely  from  the  tactical  point 
of  view — will  be  found  than  the  ill-con- 
cealed bitterness  of  the  disappointment 
of  hon.  Geaitlemen  opposite.  [Cheers.] 
I  pass  from  the  attacks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  upon  these  extraneous  and 
subsidiary  matters  to  his  criticism  upon 
the  substance  of  the  Resolution  itself  and 
of  the  Bill  to  which  it  is  preparatory.  I 
will  begin  1^  dealing  with  his  criticism 
upon  the  6i.  grant.  I  confess  that  when 
I  heard  him,  after  48  hours'  cool  reflec- 
tion} repeat  again  on  Thursday  the 
criticism  which  be  made  late  on  Tuesday, 
I  listened  to  him  with  great  surprise. 
He  characterised  it  on  Tuesday  as  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  fraud — or,  at  all 
events,  deception.  To-night  he  said  it  was 
a  bogus  6s. 

"  Wouldn't  it,"  be  sud,  "  have  been  much 
ampler  and  much  better  to  take  yonr  £620,000 
or  whatever  it  is,  and  distribute  it  as  a  fixed 
sum  among  the  neceesitous  Voluntaiy  Schools?" 

Surely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  -s 
capable  of  seeing  that  it  was  a  far  better 
plan,  when  you  are  passing  a  Bill  of 
this  kind,  so  to  fix  the  Parliamentary 
contribution  as  that  it  shall  have  some 
relation  to  tlie  needs  of  that  for  which 
Parliantent  contributes  it.  [Oppotition 
rhrere.]  It  is  perfectly  true  that  no  con- 
ceivable system  can  be  adjusted  with 
absolute  accuracy  to  any  such  purpose. 
It  is  perfectly  conceivable  that  the  needs 
of  thd  Voluntary  Schools  instead  of  in- 
creasing or  remaining  stationary,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  number  of  children  in 
the  schools,  may  become  less.  Surely 
we  may  take  it  broadly  that,  if  we  can 
take  a  certain  sum  of  money  and 
tribute  it  at  a  rate  which  varies  with  the 
number  of  children  in  Voluntary  Schools 
we  are  adopting  a  system  far  more  elastic, 
for  more  adjustable  to  the  vaiying  needs 
of  Voluntary  Schoob  than  any  method  of 
a  fixed  sum  which  could  be  introduced  into 
a  permanent  till  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  The 
number  of  children  in  Voluntary  Schools 
has  increased  by  30,000,  I  think,  since 
last  year.  It  may  increase,  for  anything 
I  know  to  the  contrary,  by  20,000  next 
year.  If  you  gave  a  fixed  sum,  if  you 
put  in  a  fuced  and  immovable  sum,  there 
is  every  probability  that  while  the  needs 
of  the  Voluntary  Schools  increase  the 
amount  given  to  those  needs  would  bs 
relatively  diminished.     Supposing  the 


ill-ooncealed  wishes  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
were  fulfilled  and  the  Voluntary  Schools 

were  squeezed  out  of  existence  and 
universal  School  Boards  took  their  plao* 
It  is  manifest  that,  with  your  fixed  sum 
in  your  till,  there  would  be  a  great  deal 
more  money  than  would  be  required  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  case.  I 
believe  the  actual  method  adopted  by  the 
Government,  described  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  as  fraudulent  on 
Tuesday  and  bogus  on  Thursday,  is  the 
simplest,  the  easiest,  and  the.  most 
obvious  method  by  which  the  results 
desired  can  be  attained.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "  j 
I  am  convinced  that  the  more  the  matter 
is  considered — and,  no  doubt,  it  will 
receive  consideration  in  Committee  on 
the  Bill — whatever  other  criticism  may 
be  passed  on  our  scheme,  that  criticism 
at  all  events,  is  one  which  has  very  small 
foundation.  ['*  Hear,  hear  1 "]  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  attack  in 
detail  our  plan  of  associated  schools. 
That  plan  was  stated  hj  me  on  Monday 
because  I  thought  the  House  had  better 
know  the  general  bearing  of  the  scheme 
proposed.  But  I  must  point  out  that  in 
reality  it  does  not  come  within  the  terms 
of  the  Resolution.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was  out 
of  order  in  alluding  to  it,  but  it  is  really 
a  question  of  machinery,  and  the  proper 
time  to  discuss  it  is  not  when  we  are  dis- 
cussing the  Resolution,  but  when 
we  l^ve  the  Bill  before  us  and 
the  machinery  is  there  laid  out  in 
si^ht  of  all  men,  and  it  can  be 
dealt  with  either  generally  or  in  detail. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
an  attack  on  the  machinery  of  the  Bill, 
and  I  do  not  want  his  speech  to  go  forth, 
without  some  reply.  I  could  not  quite 
make  out  what  the  general  view  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was,  for  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  he  was  labouring  to 
establish  two  mutually  destructive  pro- 
positions. When  he  wanted  to  attack 
the  association  he  seemed  to  think  that 
responsibility  should  be  left  to  the  De- 
partment, and  when  he  wanted  to  attack 
the  Department  he  said : — 

"  How  is  it  possible  for  the  Department  to  bear 
this  heavy  load  on  its  already  over-wdfEbted 
ahouMen!" 

Now,  I  am  the  last  person  to  deny  that 
the  Bill  does  throw  responsibility  on  the 
Department,  and  I  will  say  furttier  that 
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if  the  Department  had  to  consider  the 
claim  of  every  Voluntary  School  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  ad- 
justing their  mutual  demands  and  satia- 
fjing  their  respective  needs,  the  burden 
would  be  no  doubt — I  will  not  say  more 
onerous  than  it  could  bear — but  it  would 
fltrain  the  machine  very  nearly  to  break- 
ing point.  What  is  the  proper  remedy  1 
The  r^edy  we  have  adopted — namely, 
to  give  every  facility  and  every  en- 
couragement for  the  formation  of  these 
voluntary  associations,  by  which  associa- 
tion mudi  valuable  time  will  be  saved, 
not  only  to  Voluntary  Schools  composing 
the  association,  but  to  the  Department 
responsible  for  the  distribution  of  the 
grant  among  the  associations.  Let  me 
repeat  here  in  connection  with  associa- 
tion what  I  said  on  Monday — that  it  is 
inconceivable  that  the  interests  of  the 
association  and  of  the  Department  should 
not  be  identical.  The  association  will 
have  no  other  object  than  to  keep  the 
schools  in  existence  fmd  efficient,  and 
that  also  is  the  object  of  the  Depart- 
ment ;  therefore  you  are  not  calling  into 
existence  a  body  ant^nistic  to  the  De- 
partment ;  you  are  not  cheating  difficul- 
ties that  may  hamper  the  Department ; 
you  are  calling  into  existence  an  associa- 
tion of  persons  every  one  of  whose 
desires  and  interests  fall  into  line  with 
the  general  policy  of  the  BiU.  Associar 
tion,  whatever  else  it  may  do — and  I 
hope  it  will  do  much  for  the  schools — 
will  give  to  the  Department  the  advan- 
tage of  advisers  of  the  most  disinterested 
character  as  to  the  needs  of  schools 
within  their  scope.  I  believe,  therefore, 
as  I  said  the  other  day,  that  the  associa- 
tion part  of  the  Bill,  however  much  it 
may  be  attacked,  is  a  part  of  the  scheme 
from  which  I  hope  almost  more  than 
from  any  other  part  of  it ;  and  I  trust 
that  those  who  have  to  vote  on  the  differ- 
ent stages  of  the  Bill,  will  look  to  this 
part  of  the  Bill  with  special  care  and  im- 
partiality ;  and  I  am  convinced  they  will 
think  that  the  Government  have  come 
to  a  vise  conclusion  in  this  matter,  and 
that  we  ought  to  do  everything  we  can 
where  there  is  no  Party  involved  to  force 
schools  into  association,  from  vhich 
operation  so  much  is  to  be  hoped  in  the 
cause  of  both  secular  and  religious  educa- 
tion throughout  the  country.  ["  Hear, 
hear!"]  I  think  there  only  remains,  so 
far  as  I  remember,  to  discuss  in  the 
First  Lord  of  ihe  Treagitry. 


speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a 
theme  he,  following  his  predecessor,  has 
developed  at  great  length — I  mean  the 
comparative  treatment  of  Board  Schools 
and  Voluntary  Schools.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  fell  foul  of  us  on  this  Bench 
for  saying  there  was  no  statutory  equality 
between  the  schools  in  any  sense  rele- 
vant to  this  Debate  before  us.  There  is, 
of  course,  statutory  equality  between  all 
public  elementary  schools  with  regard  to 
distribution  of  grant,  but  there  is  not 
j  now,  and  tlure  new  has  been  since 
,  1870,  any  other  statutory  equality  irhat- 
I  ever.  [Cherrs.]  As  my  learned  Friend 
!  pointed  out  on  Tuesday,  the  very  fact 
that  one  set  of  schools  can  and  another 
set  cannot  draw  on  the  purse  of  the  rate- 
payers is  in  itself  a  distinction  so  far- 
reaching,  so  vital,  that  the  idea  of  de- 
scribing schools  rate-aided  and  schools 
not  rate-aided  as  being  on  an  equality 
is  really  absolutely  ludicrous.  ["  Hear, 
hear !"]  That  is  not  all ;  I  have  been 
taken  to  task  by  the  late  head  of  the 
Education  Department,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  to-night,  and  bv 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ue  Member 
for  Wolverhampton,  hy  pointing  out  that 
Section  49  of  the  Act  itself  is  absolutely 
inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  statutory 
equality.  All  they  can  say  or  all  they 
do  say  is  "  What  you  give  under  Section 
97  to  Board  Schools  is  not  a  Isrge 
amount."  No,  nor  is  it ;  but  when  you 
are  discussing  statutory  equality  what 
has  the  amount  to  do  with  the  question  1 
You  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  had  in 
existence  ever  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1870  a  clause  by  which  poor 
Board  Schools  and  Board  Schools  ajone 
are  assisted.  You  have  submitted 
patiently  to  this  inequality  for  26  yearfc. 
and  yet  you  now  utter  these  loud  cries  of 
indignation  because,  forsooth,  we  defer 
until  the  Voluntary  School  scheme  is 
passed,  a  scheme  dealing  with  poor  Btiard 
Schools.  ["  Hear,  hear  1"J  I  cannot 
follow  that  reasoning  at  all.  1  may 
mention,  in  connection  with  the  mairni- 
tude  of  the  sum,  it  is  a  current  fact  that 
probably  owing  to  our  BiU  of  last  year, 
and  the  attention  called  to  Section  97 
of  the  Act  of  1870,  the  amount  I4tplied 
for  and  given  to  poor  School  Boards  has 
doubled  since  last  year.  ["Hear,  hear:"j 
A  curious  fact,  showing  that,  at  all 
events,  Board  Schools  are  alive  to  the 
circumstances  and  that  tfa^  are  not 
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treated  with  statutory  equality  as  com- 
pared with   poor  Voluntary  Schools. 
There  is  another  point  clearly  brought 
out  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  by  anybody  who  takes  the 
trouble  to  compare  it  with  other  speeches 
from  that  side,  and  notably  with  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member   for   Wolverhampton   (Sir  H. 
Fowler).    Whenever  Gentlemen  opposite 
wish  to  embarrass  Gentlemen  sitting  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  who  desire  gene- 
rally to  relieve  all  poor  schools,  Board  or 
Voluntary,  they  dwell  solely  on  the  fact 
that  the  Bill  does  not  touch,  poor  Board 
Schools;  but  when  they  deal  with  the 
broad  question,   then   il4  appears — it 
appears,  at  least  from  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gratleman  (Sir  H.  Fowler) — 
that  what  they  want  is  not  equal  treat- 
ment of  poor  schools,  but  equal  treats 
ment    for    all    schools.  [Opposition 
cAeer*.]    Now  upon  what  leg  are  you 
going   to    rest  I    [Ministerial  vheer8.\ 
Which  is  the  real  policy  of  the  Opposi- 
tion?   \Cheer8.'\    Who  speaks  the  voice 
of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite — the 
Memb^  for  East  Fife  or  the  Member  for 
Northampton!    ["Hear,  hearl"J  The 
Member  for  East  Fife  (Mr.  Asquith)  says 
his  view  is  you  should  give  where  neces- 
sity is  shown  to  exist.    The  r^ht  hon. 
Gentl«nan(  Sir  H.  Fowler)  throws  neces- 
sity absolutely  on  one  side,  and  says — 
and  many  fragments  of  the  speech  of  the 
late  Minister  for  Eiduoation  were  in  the 
same  sense — ^that  every  public  elemen- 
tary school,  be  it  Voluntary  or  be  it 
Board  School,  be  it  rich  or  be  it  poor, 
be  it  in  a  state  of  destitution  or  be  its 
coffers    overflowing   with    money,  all 
should  be  treated  alike  and  treated  in 
the  same  relation  to  an  equal  law ;  if  you 
give  58.  to  one  you  must  give  6s.  all 
through.    That  I  admit  is  not  the  policy 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Fife,  but  it  was  of  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  spoken  from  the 
other  side.    It  is  vain  for  them  to  pre- 
tend that  they  have  one  single  policy  on 
the  subject,  when  from  voices  of  equal 
authority  we  have  two  views  put  for- 
ward of  what  ought  to  be  done,  irrecon- 
cilable and   inconsistent.    [CA<«r«.]  I 
am  unable  to  imagine  a  more  scandalous 
waste  of  public  money  than  that  which 
would  be  involved  in  the  scheme  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  H. 
Fowler).    Knowing  as  we  all  know  that 


the  resources  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  are  not  illimitable,  knowing 
as  we  all  know  that  schools,  whether 
Board  or  Voluntary,  which  require  assis- 
tance are  very  numerous,  surely  it  would 
be  a  most  scandalous  misappropriation  of 
public  funds  if  we  were  to  pursue  that 
equal  treatment  which  alternately  with 
other  policies  animates  the  speeches  from 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I  am  unable 
to  understand  how  they  can  come  before 
the  House  as  a  united  Party  with  a 
united  policy,  or  defend  a  policy  which 
has  found  so  much  support  among  their 
ranks.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  altogether 
shocking  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
poor  Voluntfuy  Schools  until  you  accept 
a  Measure  dealing  with  poor  Board 
Schools.  That  is  hu  policy,  but  it  is  not 
the  policy  of  all  his  followers.  Of  course, 
I  admit  there  is  great  analogy  from  some 
points  of  view  between  poor  Board 
Schools  and  poor  Volxmtary  Schools.  I 
admit  also,  and  I  have  always  admitted, 
and  I  may  say  we  are  the  first  Govern- 
ment that  ever  did  admit  since  1870  that 
poor  Board  Schools  ought  to  have  relief. 
But,  while  there  are  fundamental  resem- 
blances between  the  two  cases,  there  are 
also  not  unimporUmt  divergencies.  In 
the  first  place,  I  do  not  think  the  same 
machinery  can  be  made  to  apply  to  the 
two  cases.  In  the  Bill  of  last  year  there 
was  an  attempt  to  do  it,  and  not,  I  think, 
on  the  whole  successful.  When  we  pro- 
pose, as  I  hope  we  shall,  a  Measure  for 
poor  Board  Schools,  of  course  it  will  not 
be  on  the  lines  of  our  Bill  for  poor  Volun- 
tary Schools,  because  association  would 
have  no  place  in  the  machinery  of  the 
one,  while  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  the 
machinery  of  the  other.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I"]  In  the  second  place  let  me 
point  out  this — it  is  perhaps  a  small 
matter,  but  one  not  to  be  lost  sight  of-^ 
while  the  Government  are  pledged,  and 
while  our  Party  is  pledged,  and  has  been 
pledged  ever  since  the  General  ESection, 
to  deal  with  poor  Volimtary  Schools,  the 
question  of  poor  Board  Schools  never 
came  up  in  general  discussion  until  we 
attempted  to  deal  with  it  last  year. 
While  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Acland)  pursued  that  distin- 
guished career  at  the  Education  De- 
partment which  brought  on  his  head 
the  blessings  of  the  Bishop  of  Chests, 
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I  never  heard  that  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Rotherham  ever  sug^ted  during 
the  last  two  years  to  his  colleagues  or  to 
the  House  that  anything  whatever  should 
be  done  for  the  poor  Board  Schools. 
[Cheers.]  I  believe  you  might  hunt 
through  the  election  speeches  and  tui- 
dresses  of  hon.  Gentlemen  of  this  Uouse, 
and,  except  in  the  special  coses  of  one  or 
two  districts  like  West  Ham,  I  do  not 
beliere  3rou  will  find  one  tingle  speech  or 
address,  until  we  brought  in  our  Bill  of 
last  year,  in  which  the  subject  of  poor 
Board  Schools  is  so  much  as  alludeJ  to. 
[Cheers.]  But  there  is  a  third  point  in 
this  connection  which  I  think  ought  not 
to  be  lost  sight  of.  In  so  far  pa  our 
grant  is  what  I  may  call  an  eleemosynary 
grant,  I  hold  all  who  have  equal  needs 
should  be  equally  assisted.  [Cheers.] 
Let  it  be  observed,  wfa«i  you  are  dealing 
with  the  case  of  Voluntary  Schools,  there 
is  something  over  and  above  the  elee- 
mosynary aspect  which  has  to  be  con- 
sidered. I  am  not  going  to  repeat,  even 
if  it  only  be  in  summary,  the  fact  that, 
in  my  view,  one  great  justification  of 
this  Bill,  one  of  the  greatest  necessities 
which  make  it  urgent  to  deal  with  this 
problem,  is  that  the  Act  of  1870  can  only 
be  maintained  and  is  only  tolerable  it 
and  so  long  as  it  gives  room  within  its 
limits  both  for  the  Board  and  the  Volun- 
tary system.  [Cheers.]  There  is,  there- 
fore, underlying  this  Bill  an  oven  larger 
and  deeper  question  of  principle  than  is 
involved'  in  the  treatm«it  of  poor  Board 
Schools.  I,  at  all  events,  consider  myself 
as  contributing,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
to  keep  up  a  system  which  I  grant  is 
fettered  with  many  difficulties  and  which 
is  absolutely  doomed  to  destruction,  in 
my  judgment,  if  you  allow  the  Voluntary 
part  of  our  educational  system  to  go 
down.  That,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  the 
greatest  blow  which  this  coimtry  could 
receive  from  the  point  of  view  of  those 
who,  like  myself,  believe  in  denomina- 
tional teaching;  but  it  would  be  a  not 
less  blow,  believe  me,  to  those  who,  like 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  regard  it  as  au 
accursed  thing.  [Cries  of  "  Xo  I"J  Well, 
regard  it  as  a  thing  so  abominable  that 
you  may  refuse  to  pay  rates  lest  it  should 
be  carried  out ;  a  thing  so  alwminable 
that  you  would  be  justified  in  breaking 
the  law  rather  than  see  it  carried  into 
effect — that  fonnuls  should  be  taught  in 
Board  Schools.    Many  have  threatened 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 


to  go  to  prison  rather  than  pay  tor  the 
support  of  schools  in  which  formube  are 
taught.  I  say  that  that  part  of  the  sys- 
tem which  they  cherish  and  which  estab- 
lishes  undenominational  Board  Schools — ■ 
the  destruction  of  that  system  most  fol- 
low the  destruction,  in  my  opinion,  of 
the  dmominational  Voluntary  system  in 
this  country,  and  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
Board  and  Voluntary  Schools  that  this 
Bill  is  brought  forward  by  Majesty's 
Government.  [Chffrt.]  Therefore  we 
have  justification  in  this  Bill  going  down 
to  the  very  root  of  our  educational  sys- 
tem, and  of  even  greater  importance 
than  those  eleemosynary  considerations 
which  rightly  animate  us  in  our  desire  to 
assist  poor  Board  Schools.  Tlie  House 
will  perceive  that  hy  rising,  as  I  have 
done,  immediately  after  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  lutve  deinived  myself  of 
the  luxury  to  which  I  confess  I  had  looked 
forward,  of  speaking  after  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  at  a  later  stage  of  the 
Debate.  He  will  be  able  to  explain, 
therefore,  witJhout  power  of  reply  on  my 
part,  what  hia  view  really  is  now  with  re- 
gard to  the  relief  of  ratepayers.  [Sir  W. 
Harcourt  made  an  observation  which 
was  inaudible  in  the  Gallery.]  Are  not 
we  to  have  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
explanation  ?  This  is  indeed  a  cruel  di^ 
appointment.  [Laughter.]  If  he  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Oppositinn 
Bendhes  are  going  to  vote  a^irainst  us  to- 
night, it  is,  as  I  understand  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
bail  just  sat  down,  not  because  tfa^ 
object  to  help  Voluntary  Schools,  bot 
because  they  think  it  is  so  important  to 
help  the  ratepayers  of  poor  School  Board 
districts  that  thaA  object  must  be  asso- 
ciated with  the  other  object.  I  really 
am  interested  to  know,  and  it  is  very  im- 
portant we  should  know,  when  this  {wo- 
cess  of  silent  conversion  took  place  in 
the  right  hon.  Gentlonan's  mind. 
[Laughter  and  cheer*.]  His  last  speedi 
explainii^  that  aU  relief  to  the  ratepayer 
was  a  dole  to  the  landlord — [laughter] — 
was  made,  I  think,  in  November.  His 
first  speech  on  the  subject  was  that  in 
which  ho  explained  that  a  Bill  which  hal 
given  these  doles  to  the  landlords  oui^t 
not  to  be  considered  by  this  House.  His 
first  speech  in  the  other  direction  was  d^ 
livered  by  way  of  an  iDterjection,  I  think, 
or,  at  any  any  rate,  bri^y  delivered  on 
the  Address  this  year.    That  is  to  sav. 
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on  January  1& — a  short  space  in  which 
to  make  the  curve,  even  by  &  most  prac- 
tised hand.  [C7Aeer«.]  The  right  hen. 
Gentleman,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt, 
will  e^lain  to  us  to-night  that  tiie  un* 
successful  eleotion — ^unsuccessful  from 
our  point  of  view — ^is  due  to  the  country 
awakening  to  the  fact  that  we  are  treat- 
ing Voluntary  Schools  with  »  preference 
which  we  do  not  give  to  Board  Schools. 
[Opposition  cheers.]  The  country  was 
invoked  in  every  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  last  year  as  holding  with  the 
conviction  of  which  we  should  only  under- 
stand the  strength  when  the  time  of  a 
General  Election  came  near — with  au  un- 
alterable conviction — ^that  everything 
ryou  gave  to  the  ratepayer  was  a  dis- 
guised, and  scarcely  di^uised,  gift  to  the 
landlord.  [Laughter.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is,  perhaps,  capable  of  hold- 
ing these  two  contradictory  doctrines  at 
the  same  time,  but  surely  the  coimtry  is 
not  80  capable.  [Lauffhter.]  I  should 
very  much  like  to  know  whether  the 
election  to  which  I  have  referred  was  due 
to  the  recollection  by  the  voters  of  the 
speeches  which  he  made  last  yetu-,  or  the 
anticipation  by  the  voters  of  the  speeches 
he  is  going  to  make  this  year  I  [Laughter.] 
It  is  really  a  matter  of  more  thaii  per- 
sonal curiosity  on  my  part.  I  admit  the 
personal  curiosity  exists,  but  I  think  it 
is  really  a  subject  of  some  public  moment 
to  know  whether  the  Party  who  cheered 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  made 
nud  repeated  his  speeches  last  year  on 
this  subject  were  sincere  in  their  convic- 
tions I  [Cheers.]  If  they  were  sincere 
then,  we  should  like  to  know  whether 
they  have  altered  their  convictions,  or  if 
the  convictiona — exacdy  opposite  con- 
victions— which  th^  now  express  are  as 
sincere  as  those  which  they  gave  vent  to 
last  year.  [Cfteers.] 

•Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire,  W.):  They  are  exactly  the 
same. 

Thb  first  lord  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
they  are  exactly  tSie  same. 
*SiB  W.  HARCOURT:  Exactly. 
Thb  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  Apparently  it  is  right  to  relieve 
the  bndlord  when  the  subject  of  relief 
is  education,  but  it  is  not  right  to  relieve 
the  landlord  when  the  subject  of  relief 
is  the  Poor  Law — a  doctrine  of  deep  mys- 
tery, which  it  will  require  all  the  right 
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hon.  Gentleman's  ingenuity,  and  all  the 
ingenuity  of  the  right  hon.  G«itieman 
the  late  Minister  of  Eiducatioa  to  deal 
with  when  he  replies  to-night,  we  are 
told  he  is  going  to.  I  have  now,  I  think, 
kept  the  House  sufficiently  long,  and  have 
really  traversed  all  the  ground  with 
which  it  is  necessary  to  deal.  1  have,  I 
hope,  ^own,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
course  of  the  Govemmoit  has  from  first 
to  last,  ever  since  the  dropping  of  the 
Bill  of  last  year,  been  perfectly  consis- 
tent. [Cheers.]  I  have  shown,  I  hope, 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  thinking  that 
Voluntary  Schools  have  fuiy  reason  to 
complain  because  we  have  found  a 
method  of  dealing  with  this  subject  which 
does  not  give  our  oppoamts  the  Parlia- 
mentary advantage  which  a  fixed  date 
always  does  give  to  an  ii^nious  Opposi- 
tion. ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  I  think  I  have 
also  shown  that  the  method  of  distribu- 
tion to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
objects  is  one  wliich  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary we  should  adopt  if  the  full  benefit 
is  to  be  extracted  from  this  Mea6ui%; 
and,  in  the  fourth  place,  I  have  shown 
that,  pressing  as  the  necessities  of  the 
poor  School  Board  districts  undoubtedly 
are,  and  anxious  as  we  equally  undoubt- 
edly are  to  deal  mih  them,  the  question 
of  the  Voluntary  Sdiools  has  always  been 
regarded  as  a  separate  question,  and 
there  are  reasons  why  it  still  should  be 
regarded  as  a  separate  question.  ["Hear, 
hear !  "]  Finally,  I  have  put  a  question 
to  the  Opposition,  which  I  think  de- 
mands an  answer — ^namely,  how  it  comes 
about  that  relief  of  the  rates  is  legitimate 
when  you  are  dealing  with  education,  but 
ill^timate,  monstrous,  and  mischievous 
class  I^slation  when  you  are  dealing 
with  other  rates  t  [Cheers.]  These  four 
propositions  cover,  I  think,  the  whole 
field  of  Debate  upon  this  Measure,  and 
I  hope,  as  I  have  attempted  to  deal  with 
them  fully,  fairly,  and  candidly,  that 
those  who  think  we  are  not  wrong  in  en- 
deavouring to  do  our  best,  with  the 
utmost  speed,  to  help  the  Voluntary 
Schools,  will  give  us  at  this  stage,  and 
all  ot^er  stages  of  this  Bill,  that  support 
which  will  not  only  insure  its  becoming 
law,  but  insure  its  becoming  law  at  the 
earliest  possible  date.  Whetrs.] 

*Hb.  R.  B.  HALDAN^B  (Haddington) 
observed  that  the  right  h<«.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  had  referred  to  the 
accusations  wtdch  had  been  brought 
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against  him  of  raciUation.  They  on  that 
side  had  never  made  such  an  accusation, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  came  from  the 
f^eat  organs  of  the  Unionist  Party.  The 
Timet,  the  Morning  Pott,  and  the 
Standard  had  poured  forth  their  dia- 
tribes morning  after  morning,  calling  for 
greater  firmness  on  the  part  of  the 
GoTenunoit,  under  penal^  (A  their  sup- 
porters deserting  them.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  spoken  of  the  criticisms 
that  had  been  made  as  criticisms  which, 
to  impartial  auditors,  would  be  singularly 
inconclusive.  Who  were  they  who  had 
made  these  criticisms?  They  were  the 
followers  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  did  not  believe  the  objections  of  hon. 
Memb^s  on  that  aide  were  more  root 
and  branch  objections  than  some  which 
had  been  brought  forward  from  the  other 
side.  But  at  least  they  were  objections 
that  stood  on  their  own  footing.  He  did 
not  wondw  at  the  extent  to  which  the 
Resolution  had  been  debated.  It  pro- 
posed to  take  not  a  sum  of  money  voted 
as  part  of  the  Estimates  for  a  single  year, 
but  it  was  intended  to  be  the  foundation 
of  a  Bill  which,  if  passed  into  law,  could 
not  be  repealed  without  the  consent  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  would  impose  on 
the  Exchequer  of  the  country  a  charge  of 
£618,000  a  3rear.  That  was  equivalent 
to  between  twenty  fwd  thirtjf  mtllionB  of 
National  Debt.  If  on  that  side  they  were 
disposed  to  closely  scrutinise  the  pro- 
pouds  for  the  application  of  this  vast 
sum,  siu'cly  it  was  nut  to  be  wondered 
at.  With  such  a  Bum  th^  could  give  to 
England  such  a  provision  fur  secondary 
education  as  existed  in  Scotland  and,  per- 
haps a  better  one,  also  the  foundations  of 
University  education ;  it  could  be  applied 
to  the  improvement  even  of  the  entire 
system  of  primary  education  in  England. 
He  should  not  have  complained  if  the 
proposal  of  ihe  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  been  simply  to  relieve  necessi- 
tous schools  all  roui^d,  or  if  its  application 
was  to  inure  equally  to  the  benefit  of  the 
two  classes  of  necesBitous  schools,  Volun- 
tary and  Board.  He  should  not  have 
complained  if  the  proposal  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  for  the  relief  of  Volim- 
tary  education  generally.  They  came  to 
tho  consideration  of  the  matter  in  a  freer 
spirit  than  used  to  be  the  case.  They 
ha.d  left  behind  the  days  when  the  edu- 
cation controversy  was  simply  one  be- 
tween Church  and  chapeL     But  thsre 
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v  as  one  condition  to  which  any  proposal 
to  r  .tablish  an  addition  to  the  proviaon 
which  already  exists  for  education  must 
be  subject,  efficient^  in  the  kind  of  edu- 
cation iffovided  must  be  the  first  thing 
looked  at.  Whra  he  rem«nbered  that 
this  was  a  proposal  to  assist  Voluntaiy 
Schools  to  carry  out  the  lines  of  educa- 
tiou  that  already  «dsted,  upon  idiidi 
Voluntary  education  was  founded,  that  it 
was  looked  at  askance  by  the  whole 
teaching  community,  he  could  not  help 
looking  upon  it  with  suspicion.  The 
Government  seemed  to  be  very  near  inter- 
fering with  the  settlement  of  1870.  They 
were  principles  which  should  be  carefullv 
kept  in  mind  in  approaching  the  consi- 
deration of  this  Resolution.  When  Mr. 
Gladstone's  Government  in  1870  brought 
in  the  Elmentary  £iducatiou  Act  of  that 
year,  they  allowed  three  months  to  elapse 
between  the  Second  Reading  and  the 
Committee  stage,  that  the  Bill  m^t 
receive  full  consideration  in  the  country. 
The  main  feature  of  the  settlement  of 
1870  was  that  there  should  be  compul- 
sory education  out  of  the  rates,  and  under 
popular  control.  In  those  days  they 
would  not  have  dared  to  propose  that 
there  shoidd  be  aid  out  of  the  rates  with- 
out popular  control.  What  waa  the  policy 
uf  the  next  Government  that  had  to  deal 
with  education.  The  Education  Act  of 
1870  was  founded  on  the  strict  obaar- 
ance  \sy  the  Government  of  the  day  of 
what  Liberal  Members  believed  to  be  the 
foundation  of  the  system.  When  the 
Minister  of  the  Crown  respoosibk 
brought  in  the  Bill  he  said : — 

"  The  House  n~ould  agree  that  it  would  be 
hnzardouB  for  any  Goveromoit  to  attempt  to 
reverse  tfae  policy  which  had  received  tke 
formal  approval  of  the  country  Qnleu  t^y  hid 
the  atnmgest  evidence  that  the  nattonal  poUry 
had  undeiffone  a  great  change.  Now  that  tbe 
franchiee  had  been  lowered  it  woold  "be  most 
imwise  to  allow  people  to  believe  that  then 
would  be  a  general  revoeal  of  policy  whenew 
Ihne  was  a  change  <A  GovenuneDt.** 

What  chance  had  the  present  Govern- 
ment given  the  country  of  considering 
their  education  proposals?  They  were 
not  foreshadowed  or  talked  of  at  the 
time  of  the  General  Election,  nor  bad 
the  Government  followed  the  course 
adopted  in  1870  of  allowii^  a  large  intCT- 
val  to  elapse  between  the  earlier  and 
later  stages  of  the  Bill  that  the  countxy 
might  form  an  opinion  upon  it.  Tlieir 
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Bill  seemedi  in  its  essential  features,  to 
be  inoonustent  with  and  going  back  upon 
the  Bill  of  1870,  and  it  had  not  received 
adequate  consideration  by  those  inte- 
rested. In  that  Debate  several  interest- 
ing things  had  been  made  clear.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  said  any 
surplus  in  connection  with  the  Bill  would 
go  to  the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt. 
The  31st  March  was  not  essential  to  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Bill  was 
brought  fonrard  for  next  year  and  sub- 
sequent years.  Then  they  knew  that  the 
6a.  to  be  allocated  was  not  for  necessitous 
schools,  but  is  to  be  raised  for  the  whole 
of  the  children  in  the  Voluntary  Schools, 
to  be  applied  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Association  of  Voluntary  Schools.  This 
money  might  be  used  in  a  rather  start- 
ling Eoanner.  It  would  be  possible, 
according  to  this  mode  of  allocation, 
to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  u{^eep  of 
certain  schools  out  of  the  money  so  raised. 
A  school  had  first  to  declare  itself  neces- 
sitous, and  the  scheme  of  the  Grovem- 
inent  would  leave  the  question  to  the 
district  association  to  apply  the  funds 
undw  its  control  in  paying  the  whole  cost 
of  the  maintenance  of  that  Voluntary 
School.  If  in  1870  anyone  had  suggested 
that  the  whole  cost  of  a  Voluntary  School 
should  be  defrayed  out  of  Imperial  taxes 
the  Parties  would  have  been  astonished 
at  the  departure  their  successors  wore 
taking,  without  appearing  to  realise  that 
it  was  a  remarkable  departure  from  the 
principles  of  the  settlement  of  1870.  This 
being  the  general  charaot^  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  why  did  they 
not  let  the  House  have  somo  inkling  of 
what  was  to  be  the  rest  of  their  scheme. 
Why  did  they  not  bring  forward  their 
scheme  for  aiding  necessitous  schools  in 
tt  form  which  would  enable  them  to  judge 
of  their  educational  proposals  as  a  whole. 
There  would  be  no  difiiculty  in  bringing 
in  two  Resolutions,  and  \h&y  need  not 
be  brought  in  at  the  same  time.  He 
a{p:«ed  entirely  in  the  criticism  of  TJte 
Timet  that — 

*'it  is  eBsential  to  the  advocates  of  their  (the 
Oovenunent's)  proposal?  that  they  should  be 
what  we  know  %ney  are  not,  propoBals  meant  to 
deal  with  the  surploa  of  tiie  existing  year." 

The  Government  were  going  to  put  a  very 
large  sum  of  money  for  ever  in  the  hands 
of  these  associations,  which  were  to  advise 
the  Education  Depurtment.  ^expected 


that  the  advice  of  the  assootations  would 
guide  the  D^urtment  much  as  the  advice 
of  Her  Majesty's  Minist^  guided  B.&C 
Majesty  in  connection  with  the  laws 
which  she  was  supposed  to  enact.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  Department  to  look 
into  all  mattws  itself,  and  it  would  not 
do  so.  If  the  Government  really  desired 
to  assist  Denominational  Schools  in  some 
fashion  which  should  be  consistent  with 
the  manner  in  which  this  question  had 
been  dealt  with  for  the  last  2  Shears,  why 
did  they  not  adopt  some  oUier  plant  Re- 
ference had  more  than  once  been  made  to 
Scotland,  vrhere  there  was  Denomina- 
tional education.  It  was  true  that  De- 
nominational teaching  was  given  in 
Scottish  schools,  and  that  for  Scotland 
there  was  no  clause  analogous  to  the 
Cowper-Temple  Clause.  But  it  was  also 
true  that  the  whole  of  that  education  was 
given  imder  the  control  of  the  rate- 
payers. There  was  no  school  which  re- 
ceived any  large  amount  of  State  aid 
which  was  not  under  the  direct  control 
of  a  School  Board.  The  School  Board 
system  was  universal.  It  the  Govem- 
meont  meant  what  thety  said  about  De-- 
nominational  education,  why  did  they  not 
try  that  Scottish  system  which  they  were 
always  invoking?  [The  FmsT  Lohd  of 
the  Tbbasurt  :  "  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  that  now,  at 
the  eleventh  hour,  he  was  pr^ored  to 
put  the  assistance  which  was  to  be  given 
to  the  Board  Schools  imder  the  control  of 
the  representatives  of  the  localities!  He 
confessed  that  if  the  right  hon.  Member 
had  adopted  the  Scottish  system  with  its 
universid  control  over  the  schools,  with 
the  ratepayers  electipg  t^eir  School 
Board  in  every  parish  and  carefully  con- 
trolling the  Dmommational  education 
that  was  given,  he  for  one  would  have  ap- 
proached the  consideration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  proposals  in  a  very, 
different  spirit.  The  Denominational 
system  in  Scotland  did  not  work  badly. 
What  he  and  his  Friends  contended  for 
was  that  the  interests  of  eduoati(»i  should 
be  put  first,  whether  tk&m  were  De- 
nominational Schools  or  not,  and  what 
they  protested  against  was  that  church  or 
chapel  should  be  able  to  dominate  the 
school,  as  if  the  school  existed  for  the 
sake  of  the  church  or  chapel,  instead  of 
for  the  purpose  of  education.  If  the 
Govemmmt  would  make  it  clear  that 
3  H  2 
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school  education  must  be  the  first  cou- 
sideration,  and  that  the  judges  in  the 
matter  must  not  be  the  Clergy  but  the 
public  coucemed  in  the  various  localities, 
he  should  approach  the  consideration  of 
the  question  in  a  very  different  way. 
They  did  not  desire  in  Scotland  to  enlarge 
the  power  of  the  Clergy.  They  did  not 
viah.  the  Clei^  to  have  a  greater  part 
than  they  had  now  in  the  management  of 
schools,  and  Uiey  Iboked  with  a  very  cold 
eye  upon  a  proposal  to  set  aside  a  large 
sum  out  of  taxes  which  were  contributed 
by  Scotland  as  well  as  England,  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  up  a  system  which  was 
contrary  to  their  principles.  Not  the 
least  discovery  which  the  Scottish  Mem- 
bers had  made  in  the  coarse  of  that  dis- 
cussion vas  that  tnere  was  to  be  no 
equivalent  grant  to  Scotland.  When  this 
enormous  sum  of  £618,000  a  year  was 
to  be  given  to  Bnglish  sdiools  in  per- 
petuity, surely  Scotland  and  Ireland  de- 
served some  consideration.  Hitherto,  as 
far  as  he  was  aware,  whenever  money  had 
been  allocated  by  the  Government  for 
education,  the  doctrine  of  equivalence  had 
been  in  principle  adhered  to.  But  now, 
not  only  were  they  told  that  there  was  to 
be  no  recognition  of  that  principle,  but 
such  comfort  as  was  offered  to  them  was 
given  in  a  form  in  which  it  did  not  bene- 
fit thfflu.  The  Chancellor  uf  the  Ex- 
chequer said  thiit  the  Government  mawt 
to  do  something  for  primary  education  in 
Scotland,  but  the  Scottish  Membm  did 
not  desire  that  the  money  which  Scotland 
was  to  have  should  be  spent  on  primary 
education ;  for  Scottish  primary  educa- 
tion was  in  a  condition  in  which  it  did 
not  require  further  subsidies.  Wh^  last 
year  the  Government  gave  Scotland  the 
equivalent  grants  for — 

*Me.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  I  The 
hon.  H^ber  is  entitled  to  use  the  argu- 
meat  that  he  objects  to  this  Vot^  be- 
cause nothing  has  been  said  about  an 
equivalent  grant  for  Scotland^  but  he 
cannot  go  beyond  that. 

*Mb.  HALDANE  said  that  the  strong 
objection  which  he,  as  a  Scotch  Member, 
had  to  this  Resolution,  was  that  there 
was  no  equivalent  grant,  and  that  the  only 
promise  which  had  been  held  out  to  them 
was  a  promise  to  do  something  for  ele- 
mentary education,  which  they  did  not 
want.  They  had  their  own  views  with 
regard  to  secondary  education,  but  those 
views  tiie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Mr.  R.  B.  Haldam. 


knocked  on  the  head.  He  supposed  that 
Scotland  was  a  countiy  which  the 
Government  did  not  care  much  to  con- 
sider. The  Government  was  not  repre- 
sentative of  Scotland.  He  was  not  aware 
that  the  Tory  Party  had  ever  had  a 
majority  in  Scotland,  and  there  was  no 
sign  at  present  that  Scotland  intended  to 
form  a  new  Conservative  alliance.  He 
took  it,  thw^or^  that  they  had  little 
to  expect  on  that  occasion.  Not  only  as  a 
Scotch  Member,  but  as  one  who  was 
keenly  interested  in  the  educational 
system  of  this  comitiy,  he  deplored  the 
course  upon  which  the  Govemment  were 
entering.  There  wOTe  other  alternatives 
open  to  them,  alternatives  which,  would 
not  have  shaken  the  compact  which  was 
come  to  in  1870,  and  from  which  Lord 
Sandon,  in  1876,  intimated  it  was  not 
the  intmtion  of  the  Tory  Party  to  depart. 
The  Govomment  might  carry  this  Bill, 
but  they  would  not  carry  public  o]nmon 
with  them.  They  were  adTocattng  a 
coturse  for  which  they  obtained  no 
authority  at  the  last  General  Election,  and 
for  which,  if  one  might  judge  from  the 
most  recent  elections,  thety  had  no 
authority  from  the  country  to-day.  Let 
them  take  warning  from  the  fate  of  some 
of  their  predecessors.  In  1868  Ur.  Glad- 
stone came  into  power  with  a  magnificent 
majority.  The  compromise  which  be 
effected  in  1870  enabled  him  to  carry  liu 
Bill,  but  in  the  end  he  wrecked  his  Gov- 
ernment. There  was  nothing  that  sipped 
and  destroyed  the  strength  of  an  ad- 
ministration so  much  as  tampering  with 
the  principles  of  the  people  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  educatipD.  In  the  interests  of 
peace  now  and  hweafter,  for  the  sake  of 
avoiding  bitter  strife  and  pain,  he  urged 
the  Government  to  follow  the  advice  of 
some  of  their  own  supporters,  and  to 
bring  forward,  whilst  it  was  not  yet  too 
late,  thnr  education,  scheme  in  a  f<nia 
whidi  would  render  it  possible  for  the 
House  to  judge  of  it  as  a  whole. 
*CoLONBL  R.  WILLUMS  (Dorset,  W.) 
said  that  there  was  a  fallacy  underiying 
all  the  greater  portion  of  the  discos- 
sion,  and  that  was  the  treatment  of  this 
Motion  as  if  it  dealt  with  education 
(whether  given  in  Board  or  Voluntaiy 
Schools),  and  was  not  rather  an  attempt 
to  apportion  fairly  the  cost  of  th^  educa- 
tion. Until  1870,  the  national  contribu- 
tion to  education  was  giv»  Xay  payment 
for  results,  which  was  all  that  l^e  StiUe 
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did  as  Buch,  All  school  buildii^  and  ap- 
pliances were  left  to  be  provided  by  those 
who  would,  and  the  friends  of  religious 
education  practically  did  all  that  was  re- 
qured.    But  in  1870  the  nation  awoke 
to  tjie  fact  that  education  was  Bome- 
thing  which  concerned  everybody,  and 
ought  not  to  be  left,  as  it  was,  to  a  section 
of  the  nation  only — namely,  to  those 
keenly  interested  in  teaching  religion 
■ — and   it   was    to    bring   home  that 
responsibility  to  all  that  the  Board  sys- 
tem was  established  among  us.    By  a 
compromise    which  he  for  one  much 
regretted,  and  the  result  of  which  he 
thought  was  not  foreseen,  the  rel^ious 
teaching  in  those  schools  was  made 
entirdy  undenominational ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  support  of  the  Voluntary  system 
became  the  bound«i  duty  of  those  who 
believed  in  denominational  teaching.  He 
did  for  one,  and  he  believed  that  everyone 
in  his  heart  to  whom  bis  religion  was 
a   reality,    believed  in  denominational 
teaching,  and  the  real  secret  of  the  cry 
for  undenominational  teaching  was  a  fear 
that  they  should  be  taught  anything  else. 
Then  why  not  give  the  parents  the  right 
to  choose  the  religion  of  their  own 
children  t   The  friends  of  definite  reli- 
gious edtwation   had  supported  their 
'Voluntiu7  Schof^.   They  lud  been  con- 
tent to  do  80,  realising  that  was  the  price 
they  had  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing their  children  taught  what  they  them- 
selves believed.    But  since  1870  the  con- 
ception of  what  education  ought  to  be 
had  grown  enormously,  and  rightly,  and 
with  that  increased  conception  the  cost  of 
education  had  oho  very  largely  increased 
and  rightly  grown,  and  no  one  who  knew 
imputed  to  friends  of  Voluntary  Schools 
any  diminution  in  zeal  or  any  want  of 
Icnowledge  of  the  real  proUems  of  eduoar 
tion.  Veiy  much  the  contrary.  In  1870 
there  were  four  sources  of  income — 
namely,  school  fees.  Government  grant, 
the  rates,  and  voluntary  subscriptions. 
The  school  fees  had  been  practically 
swept  away ;  the  Government  grant,  the 
rates,  and  the  subscriptions  alone  re- 
mained.   The  Government  grant  was 
paid,  as  earned,  to  all  schools  alike,  but 
the  rates  and  subscriptions  came  out  of 
tlie  pockets  of  the  people ;  rates  from 
those  in  School  Board  districts,  subscrip- 
tioTis  from  those  in  non-School  Board 
districts,    as    well    as    many  who 
jmy    both    rates    and  subscriptions. 


They  might  ask  whether  the 
price  denuyoded  from  the  friends  of 
religious  education  was  not  too  hig^  and 
wh^her  it  Was  foir  ib&t  the  nation  should 
go  on  as  it  was  doing,  raising  the  price 
which  it  asked  the  friends  of  denomina- 
tional education  to  pay  for  the  privilege 
to  which  they  were  entitled.  Was  it  not 
rather  the  truest  justice  to  say  to  the 
friends  of  religious  education — 

"  YoQ  have  pud  enough  for  t^e  prml^,  and 
S8  in  School  Board  dutricts  you  pay  s  dimble 
charge — and  in  non-School  Board  diatricta 
you  cannot  make  those  pay  who  differ 
from  yon  and  who  are  carelen  as  to  thar  re- 
sponailriUtiefl  in  educating  their  children — is  it 
not  right  that  the  State  shonld  make  out  of  the 
taxes  some  part  of  the  incresied  taxation  which 
the  State  is  levying? " 

He  had  supported  the  Bill  of  last  year,  but 
now,  when  it  was  too  late,  when  the  Bill 
had  been  quietly  thought  over  without  the 
blinding  dust  of  part^  strife,  they  heard 
from  a  very  important  Member  of  the 
Opposition  that  the  Bill  had  many  good 
clauses  which  would  have  done  much  for 
education.  The  Bill,  howevo",  had  been 
lost.  It  had  been  treated  to  a  feast  of 
Heliogabnlus,  in  the  shape  of  a  length- 
ened Second  Reading  Debate,  and  also 
in  the  magnificence  of  the  great  majority 
by  which  it  was  carried ;  but,  like  the 
guests  at  that  feast  of  old,  it  was 
smothered,  not  under  a  shower  of  rose 
leaves,  but  under  a  shower  of  Amend- 
ments. The  Opposition  had  now  the 
chance  of  rising  above  party  Bpirit,and  of 
saying  that  it  would  confer  great  benefits 
on  our  educational  system,  while  exer- 
cising their  right  of  criticism  and  doing 
their  best  to  improve  this  Measure.  He 
thought  that  on  the  Opposition  rested 
the  responsibility  of  having  thrown  back 
the  cause  of  the  improvement  of  our 
education  for  some  yean,  and  for  having 
also  made  it  more  difficult,  for  the  longer 
the  saw  of  contention  is  drawn  the 
hotter  it  grows.  The  House  had 
heard  something  about  gi^Tig  relief 
to  the  landlord  and  to  those  who  paid 
subscriptions.  He  did  not  think  this  was 
the  case.  The  Measure  would  give  relief 
to  those  in  scattered  and  lonely  country 
parishes,  with  no  one  to  help  them,  and 
to  those  in  overcrowded  town  parishes 
who  were  strivng  to  live  as  best  they 
could  among  their  people,  on  a  miserable 
pittance,  spendii^  much  time  which 
should  hare  been  given  to  their  purely 
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spiritual  work,  in  b^ging  and  Bcrap- 
ing  togetlier  the  neceuarj  funds  from 
frimds  at  a  distance.  It  vould 
enaUe  these  people  to  keep  their 
schools  going,  in  order  that  they 
might  teach  religious  education  as  the 
first  thing.  He  belicTed  that  the  quality 
of  the  secular  education  in  the  Voluntary 
Schools  was  quite  as  good  as  that  given 
in  the  best  Boaid  ^thooU,  as  far  as 
their  means  would  permit.  The  educa- 
tional spirit  was  just  as  keen  in  denomina- 
tional school^  and  he  supported  the  Bill 
because  he  saw  in  it  great  possibilities  fw 
the  future,  and  because  he  believed  it  to 
be  just. 

•Me.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan, 
Mid)  said  the  hon.  Member  forgot 
tliat  the  Bill  shadowed  forth  by  the 
Leader  of  the  House  this  year,  and  to 
which  this  Resolution  was  a  preparation, 
had  not  provided  for  denominational 
teaching  at  all  except  in  the  caso  of  two 
or  three  sects.  Last  year's  Bill  gave 
parents  the  right  of  choosing  even  in 
Church  of  EngUnd  Schools  whetho-  the 
partioulur  dogmas  of  their  own  Church 
should  be  taught.  But  no  such  provi- 
sion, BO  far  as  the  House  was  informed, 
was  to  be  incorporated  in  the  Bill  of  this 
year,  and  the  objection  of  those  who 
opposed  the  Bill  was  that  all  the  tax- 
payers of  the  country  were  to  be  called 
upon  to  still  further  than  at  present  main- 
tain schools  chiefly  for  the  Chmrch  of 
England  and  for  the  Roman  Catholics, 
whM"e  the  dogmas  of  those  churches  alone 
were  to  be  tat^ht,  to  whatever  church 
the  parents  might  bdong.  There  was  in 
this  country  an  immense  number  of  dis- 
tricts where  the  only  school  was  that  of 
the  Church  of  England.  He  believed 
there  were  8,000  parishes  where  no  school 
at  all  was  found  except  that  of  the  Church 
of  England ;  and  yet  the  hon.  Member 
argued  in  favour  of  tho  inalienable  right 
of  the  parent  to  fix  on  the  definite  reli- 
gious teaching  to  be  taught  to  tho  child. 
The  XmrAw  of  the  House  said  that  even- 
ing thai  he  desired  to  introduce  this 
Bill  as  much  in  the  interests  of  the 
Board  Schools  as  in  the  inta-eets  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools.  But  the  House  rc- 
'  membered  what  the  right  horu  Gentlenmn 
said  last  year — ^that  all  Board  Schools 
should  be  ertinguished  in  this  country. 

Thb  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  I  did  not  say  that. 
ColondE.  WUliam$. 


•Mk.  SAMUEL  EVANS  said  the  House 
at  least  recollected  the  phrase  used  in 
the  Debates  last  year  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  when  he  expressed  the  piooi 
hope  that  School  Boards  would  gradually 
become  extinct,  and  any  other  explanation 
than  that  he  bad  indicated  had  not  been 
found.  Tbe  Government,  howevM-,  had 
taken  a  very  curious  way  of  putting  their 
desire  to  benefit  both  classes  of  schools 
into  effect.  It  was  a  curious  way  to 
support  Board  Schools  by  bringing  in  a 
Bill  which  did  not  do  anything  for  them 
at  all,  but  whidi  gave  what  was  asked  for 
the  Voluntary  Schools.  And  thi^  gave 
the  5b.  as  a  grant,  not  to  the  neceautons 
schools  alone,  but  as  a  sum  per  head  of 
the  full  number  of  children  in  average  at- 
tendance at  the  Denominational  Scbools. 
Now  what  they  asked  was  that  if  the 
Government  took  the  average  attendance 
in  the  whole  of  the  denomination.nl 
schools  of  the  country,  however  ample 
their  funds  or  big  their  subscriptions  or 
endowments,  as  the  basis  of  c^culation 
th^  ought  to  take  the  same  basis  in 
the  case  of  the  Board  Schools.  He  had  no 
doubt  they  would  be  told  by  the  Leader  of 
the  House  if  the  Voluntary  Schools  Bill 
passed  this  Session,  "  Now  if  you  do  not 
bring  such  and  such  &  discussion  to  & 
close  remember  the  Board  Schools  wiU 
have  nothing  this  Session."  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "  from  the  Fm.sT  Lord  of  the 
Trbasurt.]  Indeed,  he  had  great 
doubts  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  desire  to  see  pro- 
tracted the  Debates  on  other  Bills  in 
order  that  he  might  have  the  oppo^ 
tunity  of  withholding  a  Bill  which  he 
did  not  very  much  desire  to  see  passed. 
["  Oh  I  "]  The  Opposition  had  a  r^t 
to  be  sceptical  as  to  tbe  desires 
of  tho  Government  in  regartl  to  Board 
Schools.  But  in  his  opinion  the 
opposition  to  this  Bill  had  been  pot 
upon  too  narrow  a  ground.  The 
Opposition  had  proceeded  chieflj  upon 
the  ground  that  it  was  unfair  to  go 
on  with  the  Bill  for  assisting  denomina- 
tional schools  unless  the  Government 
were  at  the  same  time  going  on  with  the 
Bill  for  the  necessitous  Board  Schook. 
For  himself,  he  objected  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  root  and  branch,  whatever 
might  be  done  with  the  Board  Schools. 
The  Bill  was  nothing  less  than  an  ui>- 
blushing  attempt  to  endow  one  form  t?f 
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religion  in  this  country.  He  desired  to 
consider  the  Bill,  further,  from  the  Welsh 
point  of  view.  In  Wales  they  were  much 
nearer  the  attainmmit  of  universal  School 
Boards  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  In  England  there  were 
many  more  children,  he  bdiieved,  in  the 
denominational  schools  than  in  the  Board 
Schools ;  in  Wales  the  case  was  very 
different.  In  Wales,  including  Monmouth, 
the  total  population  under  School  Boards 
was  1,428,000,  while  the  total  popuUr 
tion  of  Wales  and  Monmouth  in  1891  was 
1,771,000,  80  that  the  population  under 
School  Boards  was  over  80  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  population  of  the  Principality, 
The  average  attendance  in  the  Voluntary 
Schools  in  Wales,  according  to  the  1894 
Return,  was  98,829,  and  in  the  Board 
SohooUi  149,436.  Now  according  to 
the  average  attendance,  they  had  under 
the  Bill  a  vwy  considerable  sum  given 
to  the  Principality  in  aid  of  the  Volun- 
tary Schools,  whi(^  were  in  the  minority 
he  had  just  stated.  The  sum  would  be 
£34,700  a  year.  Was  it  fair  that  in  a 
country  which,  though  poor  in  com- 
parison with  England,  had  supported  its 
own  education  in  laige  measure,  had  set 
up  School  Boards  over  such  a  large  pro- 
portion of  its  area,  so  large  a  sum  should 
be  given  to  schools  which  taught  the 
denominational  teaching  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  certainly  the  Church  of 
the  minority,  while  th^  gave  nothing  •A 
aU  to  the  Board  Schools?  The  number 
of  necenitious  Board  Schools  in  Wales, 
at  the  same  time,  was  larger  in  propor^ 
tion  than  in  England.  If  the  53.  grant 
were  given  to  necessitous  Board  Schools 
alone — not  taking  the  average  attend- 
ance of  all  the  Board  Schools — Wales 
would  be  entitled  to  £20,705  per  annum. 
Yet  they  were  given  not  one  penny,  and 
a  bigger  sum  was  given  to  the  support  of 
the  Voluntary  Schools.  And  there  was 
no  security  whatever  that  the  subecrip- 
tiona  to  the  Voluntary  Schools  should  be 
kept  up.  In  fact,  the  Government  were 
offering  special  encouragement  for  the 
abandonment  of  those  subscriptions. 
These  schools  were  called  Voluntary 
Schools,  but  they  were  not  Voluntary 
Schools  in  any  sense.  He  could  give 
endless  %ure8  to  show  that  they  were 
supported  out  of  public  moneys,  although 
of  course,  th^  were  under  private  and 
clerical  manfl^^ement.  [An  Hon.  Mkh- 
bbr:  "Who  bant  them.!"]   In  many 


cases  they  were  built  by  sufaecriptiona 
from  the  general  population.  \Cheer9.] 
He  could  give  the  case  of  one  school 
which  was  built  and  maintained  in  large 
measure  out  of  the  earnings  of  workmen, 
who  worked  in  collieries  belonging  to 
Church  people.  That  was  a  school  which 
he  had  once  attended  himself.  The 
average  attendance  at  the  school, 
according  to  the  1894  return,  was 
about  800.  What  were  the  volun- 
tary subscriptions  nowl  £15  a  year, 
representing  the  munificent  voluntary 
subscription  of  4^.  per  child  1  In 
that  case  the  school  was  practically  main- 
tained out  of  public  money,  and  was 
ruled  by  a  cler^fyman  who  was  an  ardent 
Churchman,  and  the  House  might  take  it 
from  him  thac  there  had  not  been  a  pupil 
teacher  in  that  school,  whether  he 
came  from  Nonconformist  parents  or 
not,  .who  was  not  forced  by  the  clergyman 
to  go  to  the  Church  of  England. 
During  the  last  few  years  the  people  in 
the  locality  had  built  a  Board  School  for 
themselves,  and  yet  the  result  of  the  Bill 
would  be  that  an  additional  £200  or  £300 
a  year  would  be  given  to  the  clerical  mana- 
ger of  the  Church  School,  to  which  the 
people  who  had  built  schools  for  them- 
selves would  have  to  contribute.  There 
was  a  parish  in  Glamoiganshire  called 
Ystrad  in  which  the  Board  Schools  were 
general,  their  average  attendance  being 
10,447.  There  was  only  one  Voluntary 
School,  which  had  an  attendance  of  53. 
Was  it  fair  that  the  people  who 
already  supported  the  Board  Schools 
should  have  to  contribute  to  an 
extra  grant  to  the  one  Voluntary 
Schooll  The  same  state  of  things  ob- 
tained all  over  Glamorganshire.  The 
total  attendance  in  Voluntary  Schools 
was  30,046  as  compared  with  71,310  in 
Board  Schools.  Therefore,  as  far  as 
Wales  was  concerned,  the  injustice  of  the 
Bill  would  be  more  severe  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  It  was  said  that 
last  year  the  Opposition  professed  a  wil- 
lingness to  help  denominational  schools. 
Whatever  may  have  been  stated  by  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench,  he  and  his  friends  did  not  wish 
to  aid  such  schools  unless  they  were 
put  under  effective  popular  control.  This 
Bill  was  not  conceived  in  the  interests 
of  education  at  all,  but  chiefly  in  the 
interests  of  one  denomination.  What 
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security  was  there  that  the  money  voted 
under  the  Bill  would  go  to  further  the 
interests  of  true  education  1  None. 
There  was  no  assurance  that  the  teachers 
should  be  enabled  to  give  their  whole 
attention  to  educational  intereets,  or  that 
they  should  be  selected  and  dismissed  on 
educational  grounds  alone.  In  the  last 
number  of  the  Westminster  Review  there 
was  an  article  by  Mr.  Macnamara,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Teaohen*  AsBOciation,  diowing 
what  teachers  had  had  to  submit  to  at 
the  hands  of  derioal  managers.  A  num- 
ber of  advertisements  were  quoted,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  specimen :  — 

"Wanted.  Cartiflcated  muter,  with  wife 
for  infanta ;  mixed  National  School ;  organist, 
«eaIotti  oommonkant  Salary  £107,  houte  and 
gaiden." 

A  table  gir«k  in  the  article  set  out  the 
duties  which  the  teachm  were  often 
called  upon  to  perform.  These  included 
the  duties  of  organist,  choir-master, 
parish  clerk,  Sunday  School  superinten- 
dent and  teacher,  bell-ringer,  clerk  to  the 
County  Council,  postmaster,  and  secre- 
taty  of  the  cricket  club.  Was  it  rig^t  to 
ask  Paiiiament  to  vote  £600,000  a  yeai, 
as  a  minimum,  to  schools  in  which  edu- 
cation was  only  one  consideration.  The 
Welsh  Memb^  were  determined  that 
tlus  Heaaore  should  not  pass  without 
every  effort  being  made  to  point  out  how 
un^r  would  be  its  operation,  and  to  ex- 
pose the  motives  with  which  it  had  been 
brought  in. 
*Mb.  B.  L.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  based  his 
opposition  to  the  Bill  on  grounds  which 
might  be  satisfactory  to  himself,  but 
which  the  House  would  regard  as  irrele- 
vant. When  the  hon.  Member  saw  the 
Bill  and  found  that  Voluntary  Schools 
were  not  to  be  placed  under  popular  con- 
trol— as  he  himself  hoped  they  would  not 
be — it  would  be  time  for  him  to  com- 
plain. He  wished  to  tender  to  Her 
Maies^B  Government  his  warm,  hearty, 
and  unqualified  thanks  for  having  pro- 
mised a  Bill  which  would  enable  him  to 
redeem  the  foremost  and  most  binding 
engagem^t  he  had  made  with  his  con- 
stituents— an  engagement  made  in  1891, 
before  he  became  a  Member.  As  to 
these  proposals  not  representing  public 
opinion,  he  would  refer  to  the  statement 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  that 
Mr.  Samuel  Svana. 


there  was  not  a  single  Member  of  the 
Unionist  side  who  did  not  in  a  great 
measure  owe  his  return  to  his  undaiak- 
ing  to  defer  to  the  overwhelming  soiti- 
meiit  of  the  country  in  favour  of  justice 
for  the  Volimtary  Schools.      Last  yeir 
the  Leaders  of  the  Opposition  denooneed 
the  then  Education  Bill  because  it  wu 
not  «  simple    Measure  for  reUeving 
Voluntary  Schfwls ;  and  in  the  speech  of 
the  late  Home  Secretary  hut  year  that 
was  not  a  single  reference  to  ai^  desin 
to  assist  Boa^  Schools.     For  lus  ovn 
part  he  desired  to  see  precedence  gi«ii 
to  the  claim  of  the  Voluntary  Schools. 
He  had    never   been    an    enemy  of 
Board  Schools ;  he  was  their  frieod ; 
and  in  that  capacity  fae  wished  to  ei- 
press  his  conviction  that  the  Board 
Schools  could  not  exist,  at    any  rate 
on    the    present    lines,    unless  the 
Voluntary    Schools    were  flouriBhii^ 
The  right  hon.  Creiitleman  the  Member  i« 
Wolverhampton  in  his  powerful  speech 
the  other  day,  dedared  that  the  lamenta- 
tions over  the  languishing  condition  of 
the   Voluntary    Schools    were  whollr 
groundless.    The  reason  advanced  for 
that  assertion,  coming  as  it  did  from  a 
right  hon.  Gentleman  remarkable  for  his 
practical  and  business  qualities  was  ctt- 
tainly  startling.   The  right  hon.  (lenilf- 
man  asserted  that  the  income  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools  had  enormously  io- 
creaaed.     And  why! — forsooth,  became 
thtir  expenditure  had  enorm-jusly  in- 
creaaed.    There  were  now  two  and  a  half 
millions  of  children  attending  the  Volun- 
tary Schools  as  compared  with  1,200,000 
in  1870,  and  because  their  expenditure 
had  thOTeby  increased  the  r%ht  hon. 
Gentleman  jumped  to  the  conclusion  thit 
their  income  had  enormously  increased. 
No  doubt  the  income  of  the  Volnntarr 
Schools  had  increased,  but  why  and  how? 
Because  the  fervour  and  ardour  of  the 
convictions  which  pwmeated  those  vhc 
desired  and  required  the  existnce  of 
those  schools  led  to  their  doubling  ni 
quadrupling  their  subscriptions.    A  gnat 
deal  had  been  said  in  the  course  of  the 
Debate  by  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  in  favour  of  what  was  called  "sti- 
tutory  equality."    But  equality  brtweoi 
Board  and  Voluntary  Schools  must  be 
something  else  besides  statutory.  It  most 
Ik  real.    There  was  no  equality,  statu- 
tory or  otherwise  between  them  at  pre- 
sent.   The  Board  Schools  had  the  bnuml- 
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less  resourcee  of  the  rates  to  fall  back 
upon,  while  the  Voluntary  Schools  had 
nothing  to  rely  upon  but  the  small  far 
vours  the  Government  gave  them.  He 
was  very  grateful  to  the  Government  for 
having  givesL  the  Voluntary  Schools  the 
extra  shilling.  It  would  be  accepted  as 
a  genius  compensation  for  the  dis- 
appointed expectation  that  the  schools 
woidd  get  the  grant  during  the  current 
financifd  year.  The  right  hon.  &intle- 
man  the  Member  for  Rotherham,  in  his 
speech  attacking  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  taunted  the  London  Mem- 
Iwrs  with  the  fact  that  London  would  pet 
£40,000  less  than  Ijancashire.  But  later 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  indig- 
nant because  the  Voluntary  Schools  in 
Southwark  would  be  exempted  from  rates 
to  the  amount  of  Is.  Gd.  p«r  child.  It 
was,  "  Why  should  London  get  Is.  6d.  pa- 
child  1"  at  the  end  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlunau's  speech,  and  "Why  should 
London  not  have  as  much  as  Lancashire}" 
at  the  beginning  of  the  speech.  The 
details  of  the  propose  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  He  before  the  House 
until  the  Bill  was  printed  ;  but  so  far  aa 
he  understood,  ho  thanked  tho  Govern- 
ment for  them,  and  he  specially  thanked 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  for  his  determination  to 
push  the  Bill  through'  the  House  with 
ftU  the  speed  he  could  command. 
[Cheers.] 

•Mb.  F.  a.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.)  thought  the  Party  opposite  were  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  Leader  th^  had 
in  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  [MitiM- 
teritU  eheors.]  After  the  signals  of  dis- 
tress which  had  been  bung  out  by  the 
Solicitor  General  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Memb^  for  the  Dartford 
division  in  the  previous  discussions,  he 
could  not  help  admiring  the  thorough 
pluck,  skill,  and  admirable  argumenta- 
tive powers  with  which  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  attempted 
to  defend  a  fortress  already  crumbling 
to  ruin,  and  from  which  he  knew 
full  well  he  would  he  ignominiously 
driven  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 
[Ministerial  tries  of  "No,  no,"  titid 
Opposition  ckeora.^  One  of  the  chief 
cries  which  the  Prime  Minister,  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  other  loading 
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members  of  the  Conservative  Party  had 
used  in.  the  country  was  the  cry  of  the 
enormous  pressure  of  the  School  Board 
rate  upon  the  unfortunate  ratepayers  of 
the  country,  but  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  were  an  ingenious  attempt 
to  escape  from  the  task  of  delivering  the 
ratepayers  from  this  burden.    The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  complained  of  the 
protest  made  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  against  the  discriminatii^  in- 
justice as  between  Board  Schools  and 
Voluntary  Schools.    But  he  would  re- 
mind the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  even 
the  scheme  adopted  by  the  Bishops  in 
the  autumn,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  so  contemptuously  rejected  at 
Manchester,  would  have  given  a  grant  of 
6s.  per  head  aU  round  to  Board  Schools 
as  well  as  to  Voluntary    Schools.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  proposals  of  the 
Govemmeoit   were    evasive,  and,  in  a 
certain  sense,  cowardly,  and  had  reascm- 
ably  disappointed  evnyone  who  was 
interested  in  the  question  of  education. 
The  supporters  of  the  Voluntary  Schools 
had  expected  to  get  during  the  current 
financial  year  the  £120,000  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  held  out  to 
them  last  Session  as  certain  to  come  into 
their   treasury.     The  Supplementary 
Estimates  showed  where  that  £120,000 
had    gone.     The    Government,  find- 
ing Uiat  th^  were   condemned  to 
make   good    the   sum   of  £600,000 
spent    on    that    gigantic    folly  the 
Soudan  Expedition,  had  appropriated 
the  £120,000  which  they  offered  last 
year   to   the  Voluntiuy  Schools.  He 
should   never  consent  to  the  scheme 
adopted  by  the  National  Society,  but  he 
should  say  at  least  for  them  that  th^ 
had  the  courage  of  their  convictions. 
They  had  presented  a  consecutive  and 
comprehensive  plan  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Voluntary  Schools.   But  everyone 
knew  that  the  relief  to  be  given  by  this 
Bill  would  be  but  temporary,  and  that 
the  evil  day  for  the  Voluntary  Schools 
was  but  postponed.    Several  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House  had 
referred  to  the  injustice  done  to  the  sup* 
portws  of  Voluntary  Schools  in  com- 
pelling them   to   pay   School  Board 
rates.  He  referred  those  hon.  Gentl^en 
to  the  present  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
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He  said  there  was  nothii^  in  the  point 
that  those  who  subscribed  to  Voluntary 
Schools  wore  unjustly  treated  because 
they  also  paid  rates  for  tiie  Board  Schoolsi 
and  that  that  was  a  necessaiy  sacrifice  in 
order  to  maintain  the  voluntary  principle. 
Gvety  addition  to  local  charges  placed 
itpon  the  taxes  was  a  transfer  of  burdens 
from  the  rich  to  the  poor,  and  in  effect 
the  GovemmeDt  were  asking  the  poorest 
class  of  the  ratepay««  to  contribute 
throt^h  the  taxed  a  large  proportion  of 
this  aid  .to  the  Voluntaiy  Schools.  These 
proposids  evaded  the  ^ed^es  given  to 
the  Church,  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  the  Board  Schools,  and  the  rights  of 
parents.  The  Solicitor  Genwid  had 
based  his  case  on  the  claims  of  the 
parents,  but  what  voice  would  the  parents 
have  in  the  appointment  of  these  asso- 
ciations, their  management  or  ccmtrol, 
or  the  distribution  of  this  sum  of  money  ? 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Fife  in  his 
able  speech  had  repeated  two  of  the  con- 
ditions he  laid  down  last  year  on  which 
fresh  grants  to  Voluntaiy  Schools  could 
be  approved,  but  had  omitted  the  third 
and  most  important — that  there  slu»nld 
be  locaX  representative  control.  The 
friends  of  National  Education,  too,  were 
disappointed.  These  associations  were 
self-appointed,  irresponsible  bodies,  and 
probacy  the  sum  to  be  distributed  would 
he  allocated  in  large  blocks,  some  to 
Cardinal  Vaughan,  and  some  to  men  like 
the  Bishop  of  Chester,  Mr.  Riley,  and  to 
groups  of  those  extremists  who  had  been 
pushing  forward  this  le^slation.  There 
was  no  guarantee  of  administrative  edu- 
cational reforms.  By  the  aotirity  of 
local  managers  at  present,  they 
might  have  good  work  done  in 
isolated  parishes,  but  under  this  system 
they  were  going  to  hand  over  to 
an  irresponsible  body  the  power  of  allocat- 
ing money  at  their  pleasure.  The  power 
ot  withholding  the  grant,  if  a  school  be- 
longing to  a  certain  religious  body 
did  not  join  the  association  of  that  body, 
was  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  proposals 
ever  put  forwiurd  in  that  House.  The 
whole  scheme  was  a  blow  to  local  Govern- 
ment, and  was  a  snious  injury  to  the 
cause  of  education,  as  it  did  away  with 
the  control  even  of  local  public  opinion. 
The  strongest  reason  he  had  for  opposing 
these  proposals  was  because  the  issue  was 
put  clearly  before  them  whether  th^ 
would  maintain  the  Voluntary  system  as 

Mr,  F,  A.  Chemning, 


an  independent  and  integral  part  of  the 
educational  system  of  tlw  oountiy.  Be 
thou^b  the  time  had  come  for  some 
Statevnan,  on  one  aide  or  oih^  of  the 
House,  to  introduce  one  simple  natiofial 
i^stem  of  schools  in  this  country,  so  thit 
the  ]n*esent  miserable  strife  for  povHul 
and  sectional  objects,  wfaioh  was  ods  d 
the  greatest  obstacles  to  education,  might 
cease.    The  noble  Ixird  the  Member 
Rochester  had  spoken  of  the  Act  of  1879 
as  no  settlement,  but  as  the  startii^  oi 
an  educational  civil  war.    He  took  it 
that  t^e  present  question  was  whedier 
th^  really  wished  to  supply  twA  to  feed 
the  flames  of  this  perpetuid  striiggle  ht- 
tween  two  sets  of  oitizms  carrying  <a 
schools  pitted  E^inst  each  othu  in  t 
sor'  of  educational  cockpit ;   or  wheth« 
they  wished  to  use  the  funds  of  ^ 
country  for  the  purpose  of  providiu: 
means  for  one  educational  system  whiek 
would  solve  all  these  difficulties  T  Csnos 
Bury  had  said  that  the  Voluntary  systra  j 
was  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  eds-  I 
cational  progress,  that  wherever  it  ei- 
eluded  the  Board  Schools  in  the  hi^ 
towns  education  was  starved,  that  the 
stru^le  was  not  for  rdigioas  foot  for 
denominational   education,    the  nnk 
of  which,  from  a  Churchman's  poiot  oi 
view,  was  microscopic.  "  They  could  d« 
make  Churchmen  in  the  national  acbot^ 
and  they  had  no  right  to  do  so  in  sdioob 
supported  by  public  money."    He  disl' 
laiged  the  right  of  any  Government  is 
the  interests  of  education  to  pcoviie 
money  for  Voluntary  Schools  on  their 
present   footing.     There  was  an  in- 
teresting  rural    conference    held  the 
other  day  by  the  Union  of  Te«ch»s,  st 
which  tl^  actual  facts  of  the  rural  sit««- 
tion  were  brought  forward  in  all  their 
ghastly    reality.     He  thought  of  tte 
miserably  starved  village  schools  in  Ht 
own  county,  and  how  the  edocatiom^ 
standard   had    been    kept   down,  thf 
teachers  degraded,  and  evety  educational 
opportunity  restricted  by  the  selfish  pe^ 
tinacity  of  the  Cleigy  in  retaining  their 
domination.    It  was  said  that  YoYat- 
tary  Solux^  were  wanted  by  the  couniry. 
but  in  his  own  division  several  towns  W 
complained  that  th^  wanted  their  Bw^ 
Schools  enlarged,  but  the  Educative 
Department    had    refused  permi»» 
to  enlarge  them,  although   they  woe 
crowded    with    childrra,    and  othen 
sought  admission.  Hut  was   doe  to 
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the  &iot  that  there  were  half  disused  | 
Voluntary  School  in  .the  parish  into 
which  the  children  hod  to  be  fOTced.  In 
Toriudure  fmd  Lancashire  the  Elducation 
Department  actually  had  to  force  the 
children    of   Protestants  who  required 
free    places    into    Roman  Catholic 
Schools,     The    actual    preference  of 
the  people  in  lai^e  towns  for  Board 
Schools  had  been  demonstrated  in  one 
of  the  Reyiews  by  figures  as  to  the  Volim- 
tary  Schools  of  a  large  town  in  the  North 
by  the  Bishop  of  Ripen. ,  Although  the 
managers  had  clearly  made  efforts  to 
bring  up  the  Yoluntaiy  Schools  to  the 
standard  required,  that    feeling  was 
not    sufficiently    strong    to  enable 
them    to    raise    the  comparatirely 
email  sum  still  necessary  to  put  them 
on  an  equality  with  Board  Schools,  while 
5,000  children  had  been  transferred  to 
the  Board  Schools.    The  parents  clearly 
preferred  the  most  efficient  schools,  and 
did  not  care  so  much  about  their  de- 
nominational  character.    This   was  a 
question  of  the  interests  of  the  children, 
and  not  of   the   sects.     The  Board 
School  system  existed  in  order  to  turn 
out  well  educated  and  capable  citizens, 
while  the  Voluntary  School  system,  by 
tho  admission   of  its  own  supporters, 
existed  in  order  to  form  a  bulwark  round 
the  Church  of  England,  to  provide  a  sort 
of  hot-house  for  Church  principles,  to 
enrol  fresh  members  of  the  Church.  He 
was  a  Churchman,  and  wished  to  support 
all  good  Church  work.    He  thought  many 
of  the  clergy  used  the  powers  th^  had 
under  the  Education  Acts  in  a  most  excel- 
lent and  admiraUe  manner  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  children,  but  he  maintained 
that  religious  interests  ought  to  be  pro- 
Tided  for  by  the  Church,  and  out  of  the 
pockets  of  Churchmen.    He  desired  to 
ask  any  fair-minded  man  opposite  two 
practical  questions,  namely,  whether  two 
Btru^Iing  and   insufficiently  equipped 
schools  could  do  as  good  work  as  one 
thoroughly  equipped  school  into  which  all 
efforts  were  thrown,  or  whether  the  same 
sum  of  money  when  distributed  over  a 
large  area  and  amongst  small  buildings 
with  inferior  staffs  would  produce  any- 
thing like  the  same  results  as  it  would 
when  concentrated  upon  one  effectively 
equipped  school.    He  passed  a  part  of 
the  last  Recess  in  visiting  some  of  the 
splendid  common  schools  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.    He  wished  we  could  have 


in  this  country  an  educationid  system  such 
as  he  saw  there.    Those  magnificent  and 
I^rfectly  equipped  elementary  and  tech- 
nical and  high  schools  were  absolutely 
free  to  all  children  from  five  to  21  years 
of  age.    But  what  he  wished  to  point 
out  was  that  the  tendency  there  at  the 
present  time  was  to  close,  both  in  town 
and  country,  the  isolated  and  smaller 
schools,  and  to  concentrate  resources  and 
efforts  on  large  schools.    The  cost  of  con- 
veying to  the  larger  schools  was  actually 
being  defrayed  by  the  State.    It  was 
found  better  economy  to  give  the  children 
the  full  advantages  of  la^  schools,  with 
numerous  class-rooms  and  full  equip- 
ment, and  the  stimulus  of  competition. 
He    was   assured   that    in    the  town 
in    which    the    system    was  carried 
on   the   most   effectively   the  Roman 
Catholics  had  given  up,  as  a  hopeless 
affair,  the  attempt  to  establish  any  paro- 
chial, or,  in  other  words,  denominational 
schools  of  their  own,  because  the  Catholic 
population  would   not  withdraw  their 
children  from  the  splendid  advantages 
given  by  the  common  school  system. 
Why  was  it  that  here  in  England  we  could 
not  have  a  system  of  that  kind,  which 
brought  the  highest  advantages  of  educa- 
tion to  every  child?     Why  should  the 
interests  of  the  children  in  England  be 
sacrificed,    because   of    the  squabbles 
between    Churchmen    and  Dissenters, 
Catholics  and  Protestants  f    He  regarded 
with  suspicion  the  present  proposals  when 
he  saw  that  distinguished  prelates  had 
said  they  could  not  trust  teachers  even 
from  the  training  colleges  if  they  had 
happened  to  go  through  the  mill  of  the 
Boai*d  Schook.   That  was  an  indication 
of  the  spirit  of  excessive  domination  of 
private  and  irresponsible  clerical  bodies. 
Why  should  they  not  even  now  face  the 
real  question  of    National  Education? 
He  had   had   the  curiosity   to  turn 
to    the   colum  ns    of    The    Timet  of 
1870  to  see  what  was  said  at  the 
time.    He  would  not  weary  the  House 
by  quoting  an  article  in  The  Timeg  on 
an  Amendment  which  was  moved 
Mr.  Walter  during  the  passing  of  the 
Education  Act  of  1870,  but  he  recom- 
mended hon.  Members  on  the  Govern- 
ment Benches  to  refer  to  that  article. 
They  would  then  see  how,  at  the  opening 
of  this  controversy,  generous  and  broad 
were  the  views  of  even  a  newspaper  liko 
•  The  Timet,    The  proposal  of  Mr.  Walter 
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was  that  there  should  be  nniTersal  School 
Boards,  and  that  the  way  should  be  open 
to  Voluntary  Schools  to  merge  themselves 
as  regarded  their  secular  teaching  and 
retain  religious  teaching  in  their  own 
hands.  He  asked  the  Government 
whether  the  door  was  still  shut  to  some 
compromise  which  would  lead  us  to  a 
happy  and  ideal  ^stem.  Were  we  to  go 
on  tar  ever  {nling  up  enormous  expenses 
on  one  side  and  the  other  in  matntainiz^ 
the  dual  system  I  It  was  now  lug^ 
gested  to  give  to  the  Voluntary  Schools 
£616,000  in  addition  to  what  they 
now  received.  Two  or  three  years  hence 
there  would  be  a  high  standard  of 
education.  Voluntary  Schools  would  have 
increased  iu  number,  and  Parliament 
would  be  asked  for  another  million  of 
money.  By  an  absolute  reversal  of 
that  common-sense  policy  of  concen- 
tration which  was  making  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  such  a  paradise  of 
education,  the  money  here  would  be 
dissipated  in  all  sorts  of  channds,  in  in- 
effectual education,  and  10  or  20  years 
hence  they  would  have  to  do  the  work 
which  he  asked  the  House  of  Commons 
to  do  now.  Why  not  at  once  weed  out 
the  unnecesRary  schools  in  our  towns  and 
villages,  and  concentrate  every  effort  on 
schools  from  which  sectarian  bigotry  and 
conflict  should  be  for  ever  removed  I 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Spkakbb,  after 
the  usual  interval, 

•Mb.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE  (Sussex, 
Horsham)  said  few  things  had  been  more 
interesting,  and,  perhaps,  more  instruc- 
tive, during  these  Debates  than  the 
anxiety  of  Members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  to  support  some  measure  of 
relief  for  Voluntary  Schools,  to  support 
this  Measure  indeed,  if  it  could  be  alteired 
in  some  slight  and  trivial  degree  to  meet 
their  own  views  and  wishes.  Curiously 
enough,  though  there  was  little  desire 
among  those  hon., Members  to  support 
this  Resolution,  tlwre  was,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Glamoi^n  and  the  hon.  Member  who 
addressed  the  House  last,  not  a  single 
Member  who  found  fault  with  the  Reso- 
lution root  and  branch.  He  would  not 
follow  all  the  objections  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  had  last  spoken,  and  who  seemed 
to  be  rather  like  Martha — careful  and 
troubled  about  many  things.  As  to  the 
Jfr.  F.  A.  Channing. 


speech  of  the  hon.  Membw  for  Uid  Glar 
morgan,  his  complaint  seemed  mm^  to 
lie  in  this,  that  &  large  quantity  of  tlx 
money  to  be  allocated  to  the  re£d  <A 
Voluntary  ScIumIs  would  go  to  the  rdicf 
of  Church  Voluntary  Schools,  and  to  one 
particular  Church  school,  where  he  irai 
educated,  and  of  the  excell«ice  of  Hut 
education  givm  in  which,  as  wdl  as  of 
I  its  unsectarian  cluuacter,  he  was  one  (A 
the  best  proofs.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  the  details  of 
the  proposal,  for  it  seemed  to  liiin 
to  be  unbunnesslike  to  discuss  the 
details  of  a  measure  not  at  preHot 
before  the  House ;  but  he  might  be 
allowed  to  say  he  did  not  think  there 
would  be  any  finality  in  dealing  with  the 
question,  and  he  did  not  think  th^  voaU 
have  even  the  elraients  of  finally  tmtil  a 
clear  and  distinct  dividing  line  was  drsn 
between  the  elementary  education  ererr 
parent  had  a  right  to  demand  for  hk 
child,  and  secondary  or  technical  edwt- 
tiou.  He  believed  that  until  this  Uk 
was  drawn  th^  would  not  have  the  d^ 
meats  of  finality.  The  present  proponl 
allocated  a  sum  for  the  r^ef  of  Vohm- 
tary  Schools,  and  did  that  in  fulfilment  el 
pledges  given  very  largely  last  autumn- 
pledges  which,  indeed,  seemed  to  bf 
somewhat  in  the  nature  of  Jephtha's 
vow.  In  spite  of  the  very  serious  wan- 
ing addiressed  to  Members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  W.  Hart-  Dyke),  and  at  the  ri^ 
of  adding  to  those  disquieting  plv- 
nomena  which  caused  so  much  anxietT 
to  his  mind,  he  could  not  but  say  ttat 
he  deeply  regretted  that  the  Govenunent 
had  not  found  it  possible  to  introdun 
concurrently  with  this  proposal  toat 
proposal  for  the  relief  of  necessitooi 
Board  Schools.  This  he  said  ss  w 
absolutely  unpledged  one  way  or  tht 
other  on  the  subject,  and  he  said  it » 
represwting  a  constituency  in  whidi  i 
very  large  majority  of  the  schools  vtn 
Voiuntaiy  Schools,  many  of  them  po" 
schools,  and  greatly  needing  the 
now  proposed  to  be  given.  But,  at  tht 
same  time  he  could  not  be  indifferent  ti> 
the  fact  that  there  were — it  might  ht  > 
small  number  only,  but  still  there  were— 
a  munber  of  School  Boards  within  tk 
constituency  the  pressure  of  whose 
was  extreme^  and  the  highest  ist« 
of  all  fell  upon  one  of  the  poorest  sgn^l- 
tural  parishes  in  the  whole  dbtiiA 
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["  Hear,  tear !  "]    The  average  rate  waa 
ad.  in  the  £,  but  the  rate  in  this  particu- 
lar parish  was  U.  l^d.     He  could  not 
help  contrasting  this  trith  the  Voluntary 
School  rate  which  he  paid  in  respect  to 
his  occupation  in  another  parish,  which 
VoluDtajQr  rate  was  Id.  in  the  £.  It 
was  a  school  practically  without  subscrip- 
tions— a  Voluntary  School  supported  by 
a  voluntary  rate  of  Id.  in  Uie  £.  He 
should  very  deeply  r^^t  to  have  to  go 
and   tell   fais   constituents   that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  prepared  to 
vote  for  the  relief  of  Voluntary  Schools 
and  yet  they  were  not  prepared  to  grant 
relief  to  poor  Board  Schools.    The  House 
had  been  told  it  was  the  full  intention 
of  the  Government  to  deal  with  this 
question,  and  he  would  give  them  every 
credit  for  a  sincere  determination  to  do 
80,  but  he  very  much  regretted  that  they 
could,  not  go  beyond  intentions.  He 
heartily  wished  Hw  Majesty's  Giovem- 
meut  had  been  able  to  lay  on  the  Table 
a  proposal  that  would  give  the  House 
some  more  definite  assurance  than  any 
yet  given  that  the  Government  intended 
to  deal  with  the  case  of  poor  School 
Boards,  particularly  in  rural  districtfl, 
where  the  rates  pressed  with  extreme 
severity  upon  the  ratepayers.  Feeling 
strongly  ou  the  subject,  and  entertaining 
these  views,  he  was  uot  able  to  support 
Her  Majesty's  Gtoyemment  on  the  main 
question  the  other  night.   He  could  not 
vote  against  them,  for  he  would  not  be 
a  party  to  wiUihoIding  relief  from  Volun- 
tary Schools  greatly  in  need  of  it,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  could  not  vote  with  the 
Government,  for  he  felt  that  the  relief 
should  be  given,  if  possible,  concurrently, 
and  certainly  almost  immediately  with 
that  relief  to  poor  School  Boards.  He 
■till  felt  that  as  strongly  as  ever,  but  he 
recognised  that  if  he  voted  against  Her 
Majest/s  Government  on  this  occasion 
he  would  be  playing  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  wished  to  delay  or  defeat  this 
Meaaure,  and  not  only  so,  but  it  might 
delay,  or  possibly  defeat  altogether,  the 
expected  relief  to  poor  Board  Schools. 
He  believed  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
redeeming  pledges  given  to  deal  with  the 
case  of  the  poorer  School  Boards,  and 
in  this  belief  he  would  record  his  vote 
for  the  Govenuurat  that  night. 


{Aid  Grant,  EUs.).  1362 

*Mb.  henry  BROADHURST  (Leices- 
ter) felt  very  strongly  in  favour  of  assist- 
ance to  Board  Schools,  and  he  did  not 
limit  himself  by  any  means  to  what  were 
called  necessitous  Board  Schools ;  ha 
would  put  in  a  plea  for  contributions  to 
all  Board  Sdiools,  both  urban  and  rural. 
There  were  many  towns  where  the  school 
rate  pressed  heavily  on  the  ratepayers,  in 
conjunction  with  sanitary  and  other 
rates.  In  Leicester  the  School  Board 
provided  for  the  education  of  some  25,000 
children,  and  there  were  two  Board 
scholars  for  every  scholar  in  a  Voluntary 
School,  and  yet  these  Voluntary  Schools 
would  receive  Ss.  a  head  grant  and  the 
Board  Schools  nothing  whatever,  the 
ratepayers  continuing  to  pay  14d.  in  the 
£,  and  in  addition  they  would  be  called 
upon  to  pay  their  share  of  the  taxation 
out  of  which  this  grant  was  made  to 
Voluntary  Schools.  On  the  face  of  it 
this  was  a  manifest  injustice.  The  trade 
of  Leicestw  was  good,  but  it  had  to  be 
sustained  i^ainst  severe  foreign  competi- 
tion. The  incomes  of  the  workmen  were 
but  moderate,  and  it  was  hard  upon  them 
to  be  called  to  pay  their  propor- 
tion to  the  maintenace  of  schools 
in  which  they  were  not  concerned, 
paying  at  the  same  time  high  rates 
for  the  education  of  their  own  children. 
He  would  deal  with  the  rural  schools.  He 
was  Chairman  of  a  Parish  Council  in  a 
vill^e  where  they  had  a  Voluntary 
School  which  belonged  to  a  very  rich  and 
powerful  family.  The  children  from  the 
adjoining  viUage  attended  the  school,  the 
ownw  of  the  second  village  being  also 
a  rich  man.  In  the  village  itself  lived  a 
Peer,  who  was  a  Member  of  the  other 
House,  and  the  school  was  surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  rich  people,  who  were  quite 
capable  of  maintaining  it  He  had  also 
within  his  ki^owledge  three  Board 
Schools,  all  providing  for  rural  popula- 
tions, chiefly  the  children  of  agricultural 
labourers.  Where  they  were  situated 
there  was  not  a  single  rich  man  or  any 
that  paid,  or  oouM  pay,  more  than 
another.  The  whole  of  the  rates  had  to 
be  extracted  from  the  pockets  of  the  vil- 
lage tradesmen  and  labourers  who,  al- 
thoi^h  they  did  not  pay  rates  directly 
paid  them  by  way  of  rent.  These  were 
the  class  of  people  charged  with  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Board  Schools.  By  this 
Resolution  they  were  going  to  give  to  the 
rich  Voluntary  School  Ss.  per  head  of  the 
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children  in  attendanoe,  whilst  the  poor 
Board  Schools  in  the  agricultural  villages 
of  Norfolk,  which  ware  kept  up  with  the 
greatest  ditficulty,  were  tiot  to  receive  a 
single  penny.  Surely  that  was  an  evident 
injustice.  He  thought  it  a  most  unfor- 
tunate thing  that  a  great  question  like 
that  oC  education  should  be  tinkered  with 
Iry  this  piecemeal  kind  of  legislation,  this 
sort  of  Jack-of-all-trades  policy,  and 
master  of  none.  If  the  Government  had 
had  the  patience  to  wait  so  that  they 
might  have  dealt  with  the  whole  subject 
at  once,  and  given  proportionate  relief  to 
all  classes  of  schools,  they  would  have 
found  considerable  support  and  en- 
couragement from  a  number  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  were  now  forced  by  the  circum- 
stances to  oppose  t^e  Government's  pre- 
sent mode  of  procedure.  As  to  the 
machinery  they  were  to  have  what  were 
called  associations  of  Board  Schools.  In 
plain  language,  he  tmderstood  that  to  be 
a  federation  of  rectors,  and  if  any  school 
refused  to  associate  with  this  federation 
of  the  vicars,  the  Education  Department 
would  be  enabled  to  refuse  to  give  that 
school  any  assistance  from  the  grant. 
Suppose  a  Nonconformist  School  did  not 
see  its  way  to  federate  with  Church  of 
England  and  Catholic  Schools,  the  Educa- 
tion Department  would  then  be  able  to 
bring  intolouble  cordon  to  bear,  and 
could  refuse  to  give  such  a  school  a  pro- 
portion of  this  money  provided  Par- 
liament 

Thb  solicitor  general  (Sir 
RoBBHT  FiNLAT,  Livcmess  Burghs) :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  misunderstood  the 
provision.  We  provide  that  a  school 
shall  be  considered  to  have  a  reasonable 
ground  for  objecting  to  como  into  an 
association  if  t^e  majority  of  the  schools 
in  that  association  belong  to  another  re- 
ligious denomination. 
*Mb.  BROADHURST  remarked  that  at 
any  rate  power  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Education  Department  to  deal  with 
a  possible  Nonconformist  School,  a  power 
which  he  entirely  objected  to  unless  the 
school  for  quite  insufficient  reasons — not 
based  upon  religious  objections — ^refused 
to  join,  and  purposely  caused  difficulty 
and  trouble  in  the  administration  in  this 
Bill.  His  fear  was  that  these  differences 
would  not  be  necessary  to  the  d^reo  he 
had  suggested,  for  the  purpose  of  debar- 
ring certain  schools  from  participation  in 
their  fair  share  of  the  national  grant,  ^e 

Mr.  Uenry  BroadhwH. 


only  other  point  with  regard  to  the 
machinery  was  this :  That  the  member- 
ship of  the  association  of  schools  was  to 
be  composed  entirely  of  the  present 
managers  and  proprietors  of  these  schools, 
and  there  was  to  be  no-elected  representa- 
tive of  any  kind  whatever.  That  was  the 
centre  and  pillar  of  t^eir  objection  to  the 
whole  position.  The  Govemment  were 
going  to  provide  £600,000  a  year,  a  sam 
which  would  probaUy  be  increased  an- 
nually by  a  very  large  amount,  and  this 
money  was  to  be  allotted  by  people  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  who  represented  no- 
body except  themselves,  their  prejudices 
and  tiieir  own  religious  bigotry.  This 
sum  was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
people  without  being  subject  to  any  con- 
trol whatever.  He  could  not  look  upon 
it  in  any  other  aspect  than  as  a  great 
systou  of  additional  endowment  to  the 
Church  of  England.  Th^  were  going  to 
give  Clergymen  and  those  vrho  managed 
the  rural  and  xirban  Voluntary  Schools  at 
the  present  time  a  far  greater  and  more 
influential  position  than  they  now  helA 
He  entirely  objected  to  voting  money  on  j 
these  principles.  He  would  suggest  that 
the  Government  should  follow  the  tradi- 
tions which  had  hitherto  invariably  been 
followed  when  two  BiUs  were  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  same  subject,  and  that  was  to 
let  the  two  Measures  be  dealt  with  at  the  j 
same  time.  When  l^s  Bill  had  been  read 
a  Second  time,  and  before  the  Committee  I 
stage  was  reached,  let  the  GoTOTimoit 
bring  in  and  explain  to  the  House  their 
whole  scheme  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed relief  of  the  Board  Schools. 
There  could  be  no  denying  the  fact  that 
the  people  of  West  Ham,  Walthamstow, 
and  many  other  towns  and  places,  and 
especially  the  rural  districts,  were  taxed 
up  to  the  hilt  in  the  matter  of  education, 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  would  do 
what  the  Govemmmts  of  both  partiet 
had  done  up  to  a  recent  date  in  the  cue 
of  two  measures  dosdy  rdated— nam^, 
to  get  the  Second  Reading  of  the  one  and 
then  bring  in  the  other.  By  that  policy 
no  time  was  wasted,  and  business  would 
be  immensely  facilitated.  If  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  that,  and  concede  of 
course,,  the  fundamental  and  elemratuy 
principle  of  public  control  foUowin^ 
public  funds,  their  great  Biducation  Ques- 
tion might  be  got  rid  of  for  a  great  nunh 
her  of  years  to  come.  U  some  Boch 
was  not  pursued,  the  GoTemment  which 
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was  in  a  chance  majorily  to-day  might 
find  itself  in  the  course  of  a  few  Tears  in 

a  grave  minority,  and  then — he  would 
venture  to  prophesy  for  once  in  his  life, 
and  only  once — no  Liberal  Government 
that  came  into  office  could  live  for  three 
years  without  reversing  the  proposals  of 
the  present  (rovemment  if  passed  in  their 
present  form. 
*Me.  GEOFFREY  DRAGE  (Derby)  said 
he  should  not  have  addressed  the  House 
on  the  question  of  educat'on  had  it  not 
hem  for  the  continued  hostility  shown  to 
this  Measure  by  bon.  Members  who  repre- 
sented in  a  great  measure  the  labour 
interest.    However  much  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  hud  just  sat  down  might  differ 
from  him  on  constitutional  questions,  he 
would  allow,  at  any  rate,  that  he  had  the 
profoundest  sympathy  with  the  labouring 
classes.    He  wished,  therefore,  to  explain 
the  ground  on  which  he  supported  the 
Govenunrat  policy.    There  were  certain 
aspects  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
last  year  to  which  be  would  like  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  hon.  Member.  In 
the  first  place,  by  the  Bill  then  intro- 
duced, an  educational  ladder  was  devised, 
by  which  a  child  might  rise  from  elemen- 
tary to  technical,  and  from  technical  to 
secondary — from  the  lowest  to  the  highest 
rung  in  educational  matters.    More  than 
that,  it  was  made  possible  for  the  inmates 
of  Reformatories  and  Industrial  Schools 
tu    take   their  place  in  the  educational 
scheme  of  the  country.    The  second  point 
in  connection  with  tbat  Measure  was  the 
increased  efficiency  for  which  provision 
was  made,  not  only  in  Toltmtary  Schoob, 
but  also  in  Board  Schools.  He  would  like 
to  remind  the  House  of  the  great  import- 
ance of  improved  efficiency.    The  coun- 
try was  undergoing  great  changes  in  all 
matters  connected  with  laboiu*,  and  what 
was  required  now  more  than  all  was  that 
a  man  should  be  ready  to  turn  from  one 
trade  to  another,  and  that  there  should 
be  a  wider  appreciation  of  refinement  and 
knowledge,  not  onfy  amongst  the  workers 
thraoselTes,  but  amongst  the  leaders  of 
trade  unions  and  societies  and  iha  cap- 
tains  of   industry.    The  bon.  Member 
opposite  seemed  to  think  that  there  was 
a  desire  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House  to  give  the  Church  an  undue  ad- 
vantage over  Nonconformists  in  the  Gov- 
ernment scheme.    His  impression  of  the 
acheme  was  that  it  gave   the  Noncon- 
formists privil^s  whiob  up  to  that  time 


they  did  not  possess,  and  whicb  the 
Cburob  party  were  unanimous  in  wishing 

that  they  should  have.  He  recognised 
from  the  bottom  of  his  heart  the  great 
services  Nonconformists  had  rendered  to 
the  cause  of  education  and  religion  in  the 
country.  It  was  impossible  for  any  man 
not  to  see  that  in  labour  and  educational 
questions  the  Nonconformists  had  been 
more  than  once  the  watch-dc^s  of 
humanity  and  religion.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber could  rest  assured  that,  so  far  as  it 
was  a  question  of  maintaining  the  just 
rights  of  the  Nonconformists,  there  would 
always  be  ample  support  to  be  looked 
for  from  the  Conservative  side  of  the 
House.  Another  part  of  the  scheme  was 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  and  that 
was  the  provision  made  for  the  complete 
democratic  local  control  which  the  hon. 
Member  desired.  That  control  was  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  Committee  of  the 
County  Council,  a  body  which,  be  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member,  was  elected  on 
a  more  democratic  basis  than  the  School 
Boud.  ThMe  on  bis  side  of  the  House 
were  anxious  to  support  local  control  of 
education  for  this  reason — ^that  those 
countries  which,  like  Germany,  had 
made  so  much  advance  in  education,  owed 
a  great  amount  of  that  advance  to  the 
public  control  of  their  institutions,  and 
they  were  anxious  to  see  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  as  proud  of  their  local  insti- 
tutions as  they  were  of  their  cricket  uid 
football  elevens.  There  were  some  minor 
points  in  this  connection  in  which  the 
hon.  Member  took  a  great  interest,  and 
for  which  he  should  have  thought  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  have  enlisted  the  bon.  Member's 
co-operation.  There  was  the  raising  the 
age  of  the  half-timers  in  the  Bill  of  last 
year. 

*Me.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
bon.  GenUeman  is  hardly  speaking  to  the 
question  before  the  House. 

*Mr.  DRAGE  bowed  to  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair.  He  would  say  no  more  on 
that  subject  except  to  remark  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  in  the  scheme  of  the 
Government  last  year,  as  laid  before  the 
House,  there  was  much  to  appeal  to  the 
labour  leader.  With  regard  to  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  which  was  the  first  earnest  of 
the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
it  had  been  urged  more  than  once  that 
any  help  given  to  Voluntaiy  Schools 
sbouhl  be  adequate.   He  was  of  opinion 
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that  when  hon.  Memben  looked  iuto  the 
V'  te  they  would  see  that  the  help  waa 
adequate.  It  had  also  been  claimed  that 
the  help  should  aflEect  poor  schook  only, 
and  be  subject  to  public  control. '  In  &\1 
these  matters  the  Government  had  pro- 
vided proper  conditions  in  the  Vote  now 
before  the  House.  Of  course,  in  many 
respects  those  on  his  side  of  the  House 
would  not  expect  all  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site to  agree  with  them  in  their  support 
of  this  Measure.  There  were  peculiar 
reasons  why  they  should  support  Church 
Schools — technical,  financial,  and  reli- 
gious reasons.  The  variety  brought  by 
Church  Schools  into  the  management  of 
education  was  a  matter  for  oongratula- 
tiou,  and  he  felt  that  as  Churchmen  they 
could  not  be  too  thankful  to  the  officers 
of  Church  Schools  who  had,  on  inade- 
quate stipends,  carried  on  their  work  re- 
gardless of  the  higher  stipends  they  might 
hare  got  by  transferring  their  services  to 
School  Boards.  Above  all,  they  had  on 
his  side  of  the  House  reasons  why  they 
should  support  anything  that  would  give 
renewed  vigour  to  the  system  of  Volun- 
tary Schook  ;  for  niany  of  them  had  had 
the  advantage  as  schoolboys  of  those  great 
Church  institutions  known  as  the  Public 
Schools,  and  of  subsequently  going  to 
Oxford  and  Cambridge.  He  only 
hoped  that  the  attacks  on  the 
Church  would  be  continued,  so  that  the 
value  of  the  religious  side  of  the  insti- 
tutions in  i^ch  they  had  been  brought 
up,  and  from  which  they  had  derived  the 
most  valuable  lessons  of  their  lives,  might 
the  more  be  brought  home  to  them.  In 
supporting  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
the  Resolution  now  before  the  House,  he 
felt  convinced  he  was  supporting  a  Reso- 
lution which,  so  long  as  he  took  a  part 
in  public  life,  he  would  never  hare  cause 
to  regret.  Whatever  changes  in  detail 
might  be  necessary  in  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House,  he  only  hoped  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  his  side  of  the  House  would  look 
at  it  from  the  same  point  of  view  as  he 
did,  and,  sinking  all  differences,  would 
join  with  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
supporting  a  Measure  which  he  firmly 
believed  was  for  the  advancement 
of  the  country,  and  of  a  cause  which 
was  above  even  that  of  country — 
namely,  the  advaAcement  of  Christianity. 
»Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Bui;gh8)  said  the  view  that  there  was  no 
case  for  an  equivalent  grant  in  regard 

Mr.  Drage. 


to  Scotland  was  not  likely  to  be  gene- 
rally adopted  there.  It  would  be  fdt 
deeply  in  Scotland  that  whereas  there 
they  had  been  departing  from  the  policy 
of  sectarian  and  approaching  tiifi  poUcy 
of  national  education,  in  yinglftiid  they 
were  departing  from  a  policy  of  national 
education  and  approaching  more  nearfy 
to  a  sectarian  ^stem.  In.  that  way 
suspicion  and  dread  were  aronaed  in 
Scotland,  and,  owing  to  the  hdpleea  posi- 
tion of  the  Scotch  Liberal  majoti^,  it 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at.  The  Bill 
proposed  that  a  burden  of  about  £70,000 
a  year  should  be  laid  on  Scotland, 
juainly  for  the  advantage  of  Church  of 
England  schools.  Because  a  proportion 
of  well-to-do  En^ishmen  belonging  to 
the  Church  of  England  found  their  sub- 
scriptions to  their  schools  a  burden  to 
them,  and  because  many  Englishmen 
would  not  contribute  localfy*  to  par- 
poses  of  education,  thet^ore  the 
people  of  Scotland,  who  contributed 
fre^y  smd  fully  through  their  local 
rates  to  maintain  their  own  schools,  woe 
to  be  called  upon  to  contribute  throng 
Imperial  taxation  to  the  maintenance  of 
Church  of  England  schools.  \Cheert.] 
What  was  the  "  intolerable  strain  "  upon 
the  pockets  of  Churchmen  T  In  thb 
couuty  he  formeriy  represented  the  edu- 
cation rate  hadi  been  6s.  8d.  in  the  pound. 
It  was  still  several  shillings.  And  yet  the 
Government  were  going  to  call  upon 
Presbyterian  anftns  in  the  most 
poverty-stricken  distriota  of  Scotland  to 
contribute  towards  the  relief  of  well-todo 
Church  people  in  England.  The  present 
was  a  peculiarly  unfortunate  moment  to 
select  to  add  to  the  burdens  of  the 
people  of  Scotland,  not  to  speak  of  add- 
ing to  them  in  the  form  of  a  grant  to  an 
alien  system  of  education,  which  was 
specially  designed  for  the  service  of  an 
alien  Church.  The  Scotch  people  were 
of  opinion  that  the  time  had  come  for  ii^ 
quiry  into  those  burdens  under  iHiieb 
they  considered  that  the^  had  been  over- 
taxed, and  also  into  the  condiUon  of  the 
public  service  in  Scotland,  which  they 
considered  to  have  been  starved.  They 
regarded  the  {nnposed  levy  upon  them, 
not  only  as  unjust,  but  the  purpose 
towards  which  that  levy  was  to  be  devo- 
ted as  destructive  of  the  best  interests 
of  education,  and  subvernve  of  the  true 
principles  upon   which  any  national 
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system  of  eduoation  should  rest.  V'  Hear, 
hear  I"] 

Mb.  T.  p.  WHITTAKER  (York,  W.R., 
Spen  Valley)  said  the  Bill  had  heen  put 
forward  on  the  ground  that  the  need  of 
Voluntary  Schools  was  urgent,  and  that 
unlesB  aid  was  forthcoming,  these  soboola 
would  die  oat.    Some  of  them  were  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  they  would  not  be 
agonised  a  great  deal  if  some  of  them  did 
die  out.    But  in  the  specoal  circum- 
stances of  the  ease  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  oppose  a  further  grant  for  edu- 
cation to  Volxmtary  Schools  if  that  was 
made  under  what  seemed  to  them  to  be 
satisfactory  conditions.      He  admitted 
that  as  the  nation  demanded  increased 
efficiency  from  these  schools,  and  thus 
put  them  to  increased  cost,  it  was  not 
unfair  that  the  nation  should  be  called 
upon  to  bear  that  increased  cost.  But 
lu  would  remind  the  House  that  the  '*  in- 
tolerable strain"  of  whicb  they  heard 
was  not  the  result  of  the  increased  de- 
mands of  the  Department,  but  was  due 
to  the  grasping  policy  of  sectarian  mana- 
gers  and    promoters  of  these  schools. 
Their  subscriptions  were  less  per  head 
now  than  they  were  20  years  ago,  which 
meant  that  in  order  to  keep  out  School 
Boards  in  various  districts  of  the  country 
they  had  undertaken  more  educational 
work  than  they  could  find  subscriptions 
for.    Thus  districts  which  to-day  were 
paying  a  heavy  School  Board  rate  were 
to  be  taxed  in  order  to  enable  other  dis- 
tricts to  avoid  paying  these  rates.  That 
was  a  gross  injustice^  and  it  was  espe- 
cially unjust  because  he  believed  it  was 
the  wealthiest  districts  that  had  most 
Voluntary  Schools,  and  the  poorest  dis- 
tricts  tliat  had  most  School  Boards. 
Another  principle  indicated  by  Mr.  Bal- 
four was  somewhat  extraordinary.  He 
said  they  were  going  to  differentiate 
between  town  and  coimtry  districts,  and 
that  towns  were  to  have  the  advantage 
and   country  districts  were  not.  It 
seemed  to  lum  that  any  privil^^  or  ad- 
vantage should  go  to  the  oountiy  districts 
which  were  poorest,  and  not  to  iho  towns. 
They  were  told  that  if  they  crushed  out 
the  Voluntary  Schools  a  great  burden 
would  be  thrown  upon  the  country.  No 
doubt  the  cost  of  supplanting  these  Volun- 
tary Schools  would  be  considerable,  but 
upon  whom  would  it  fall?    It  would  not 
fall   upon  the  nation  as  an  Imperial 
char|^,  but  upon  the  localities  where  thfi 
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schools  were.  It  woidd  mean  that  in  those 
districts  where  they  had  kept  out  School 
Boards  the  people  would  have  to  do  hs 
other  districts  had  done.  But  this  Bill 
involved  a  charge  on  districts  which  hod 
already  provided  their  own  Board  Schools. 
The  Government  said  that  they  w^e 
going  to  aid  the  Board  Schools,  and  again 
and  again  Uiey  had  been  asked  why  they 
did  not  do  so  nowl  It  was  no  goikt  for 
them  to  say  that  it  was  a  question  of 
time  or  of  difficult  machinery.  If  they 
would  bring  in  a  Bill  giving  satis- 
factory corresponding  assistance  to  Board 
Schools  they  would  get  it  through  the 
House.  There  would  even  be  no  diffi- 
culty about  introducing  the  necessary 
machinery  into  the  present  Bill.  The  r&il 
difficulty  in  the  way  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment knew  that  they  were  not  going  to 
asust  die  School  Boajrds  in  a  satisfactory 
mann«-.  Th^  knew  that  their  scheme 
was  not  going  to  be  just  to  all  Board 
Schools.  The  fact  was  that  they  were 
only  going  to  help  the  necessitous  schools, 
and  they  did  not  say  to  what  extent 
and  under  what  conditions.  They  did, 
however,  say  that  the  aid  would  not  be 
given  under  the  same  conditions  as  they 
had  laid  down  for  the  Voluntary  Schools. 
But,  even  with  regard  to  these  necessitous 
schools,  the  deeds  of  the  Party  opposite 
spoke  louder  than  their  wonls.  The 
words  of  the  Government  were  bad 
enough ;  but  their  deeds  were  worse. 
They  had  been  told  that  there  had  been 
a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  neces- 
sitous schools,  the  real  fact  being  that 
there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  such  schools  that  had  discovered  that 
they  were  entitled  to  a  grant  as  neces- 
sitous schools.  The  discussions  last  year 
showed  the  managers  of  these  schools 
that  they  were  entitled  to  relief  imder 
the  97th  CUuse.  The  attitude  of  the 
Government  with  respect  to  the  managers' 
rights  under  that  Clause  showed  pretty 
well  what  value  was  to  be  attached  to 
their  promises  r^arding  necessitous 
schools.  Many  schools  had  discovered 
that  they  had  been  entitled  for  years  to  a 
grant  under  Section  97,  but  when  they 
applied  for  payment  to  the  Education 
Department  they  were  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  the  application  was  "out 
of  date."  It  was  not  legally  "out  of 
date."  Why  did  not  the  Government 
defray  the  arrears  to  which  the  neces- 
utous  schools  were  entiUed  with  the 
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£120,000  that  th»  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  must  now  go  to  the 
Kational  Debt  Fund  1  By  doing  that  they 
would  give  the  country  some  proof  of 
their  good  intentions.  Aa  matten  ttood 
the  Education  Department  were  allowing 
Protestant  Nonconformist  children  to  be 
driren  into  Roman.  CathoUo  Schools.  The 
House  had  no  guarantee  that  if  they  TOted 
the  money  which  waa  now  asked  for  it 
would  be  spent  in  improving  the  efficiency 
of  schools  and  the  education  of  the  people. 
They  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  the 
intolerable  strain  that  must  be  relieved. 
Did  that  mean  that  Uie  pockets  of  the 
subscribers  to  Voluntary  Schools  were  to 
be  relieved  1  If  so  this  money  was  going 
to  benefit  those  subscribers,  and  not  the 
children.  Clei^ymen  had  recently  been 
pointing  out  in  appealing  circulars  that 
their  appeals  for  assistance  to  the  V<rfun- 
tary  Schools  would  no  longw  be  necessary 
when  the  GoT«nm«it  had  fblfilled  th«r 
pledges.  That  showed  the  way  in  which 
they  thought  that  the  money  would  go. 
Their  idea  was  that  this  extra  grant  would 
go  practically  into  the  pockets  of  the  sub- 
scribers. It  was  said  tlut  an  effort  ought 
to  be  made  to  maintain  these  denomina- 
tional schools,  because  there  was  a  great 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this 
country  for  denominational  edtu»tion. 
His  view  was  thxil  that  desire  waa  very 
much  exf^rerated,  and  that  these  scboolB 
were  not  maintained  from  a  desire  for 
denominational  education.  They  were 
largely  maintained  by  clergymen  and 
Churchmen  for  political  and  sectarian 
purposes.  The  subscriptions  were  no 
criterion  of  the  desire  of  the  people  for 
denominational  education.  What  they  did 
indicate  was  that  there  were  large  num- 
bers of  people  who  feared  a  School  Board 
rate,  but  not  that  those  p«wns  had  any 
love  for  denominational  education.  This 
dread  of  a  School  Board  rate  wm  an  in- 
structive comment  on  the  love  of  hiHi. 
Members  opposite  for  religious  liberty. 
In  hundreds  of  parishes  they  strained 
every  effort  to  prevent  School  Boards 
from  being  established,  and  that  meant 
that  they  were  driving  Nonconformist 
children  into  denominational  schools.  Any 
additional  assistance  to  be  given  to  Volun- 
tary Schools  ought  to  come  from  the  rates. 
The  localities  ought  to  lind  the  extra 
money  that  was  req\ured,  for  localities 
which  already  provided  for  the  education 
of  the  inhabitants  out  of  a  School  Board 
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rate  ought  not  to  be  made  to  bear  a  dure 
of  the  expenses  of  places  where  Board 
Schools  had  not  bew  estaUished.  Why 
were  the  Chun^  Party  opposed  to  rate 
aid  %  It  was  because  thcHr  knew  that  if 
a  looal  rate  were  le<vied  to  nq^MHt  the 
Voluntary  Schools  it  would  deetmate  tfadr 
suhsoriptioH  lista.  U  a  rate  wane  leried 
the  BttbsCTibera  would  stop  their'  dons* 
tions,  because  many  nbsraiptiosis  we 
given  in  order  to  avoid  a  rate,  wfau^  mart 
be  accompanied  some  sort  of  local 
oontroL  That  was  what  the  aectariaa 
party  feared.  Of  course  it  waa  said  bv 
hon.  Members  opposite  that  tlie  Vohin- 
taiy  Schools  were  quite  as  good  as  the 
Board  Schools.  So  thesf  were  wtere  tKur 
supporters  were  oomp^ed  to  make  then 
eqiudly  good.  It  was  the  compulsion  of 
competition  that  had  raised  tlie  standard 
of  education  in  Votunta^  Scfaoola,  and  it 
was  that  compulsion  of  competitiM 
which  yn»  the  intolnaUe  strain  of  iHiidi 
their  supporters  complained.  Wherever 
there  was  a  sectarian,  majority  on  oar 
School  Boards,  or  whenever  thore  was  a 
sectarian  majority  in  that  House,  efforts 
were  made  to  check  the  prepress 
of  the  Board  Schools  and  of  Board 
School  education.  It  waa  the  desire 
of  the  Chun^  Party — thej  had  in* 
dications  of  this  last  SfMUon — that  a  curb 
shoubl  be  put  upon  Board  Sbhool  Ednea* 
tion,  and  that  waa  why  the  IMme  Ministfr  j 
had  recommoided  the  Church  party  t«  | 
capture  the  Board  Schools  in.  order  that  j 
those  schools  might  be  hdd  back,  and  ' 
that  the  competition  with  their  own 
schools  might  not  be  so  keen.  He 
Church  Party  in  their  jealousy  wonU 
check  and  hamper  education  at  the  vary 
time  when  the  coimtry  needed  a  better 
education  than,  ever,  in  orderthat  it  m^rt 
hold  its  own  in  the  commercial  world,  and 
the  worst  feature  in  the  case  was  that 
those  who  would  do  tlds  would  do  it  ia 
the  name  of  religion. 
*Ma.  HARRT  FOSTER  (Suffolk. 
Lowestoft)  thought  that  the  Debate  had 
been  most  useful,  because  it  had  revealed 
the  true  attitude  of  the  Oppositioa 
towards  the  Voluntary  Schools  of  tha  , 
country.  It  was  true  that  now  and  again 
some  tardy  admissions  were  made  Iff 
Members  of  the  Opposition  of  the  den^ 
ability,  and  in  some  cases  of  the  neccasi^, 
of  the  continued  existence  of  Yohintaiy 
Schools.  One  very  important  admismo 
of  the  kind  waa  made  last  Sesaioc,  idisB 
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the  nghfc  hon.  Gentleman  the,  Member  for 
East  Fife  stated  that  the  Voluntai? 
Schools  were  an  integral  part  of  the 
STstem  of  primary  education  in  this 
country.  Here  and  there  then  they  heard 
a  kind  of  hollow  admisnon  that  these 
achof^  £d  some  mnt  of  good  iroxk. 
Too  often  those  admissions  h&d  been  ac- 
companied fay  a  very  thinly  di^uised  feel- 
ing of  hostility  to  the  Voluntary  School 
system,   but   the  great   majority  of 
speeches,  like  the  speech  of  the  last  hon. 
Member,  merely  showed  that  there  was  a 
desire  to  see  the  gradual  extinction  of  the 
Voluntary  School  system  in  this  country. 
The  right  hon.  Memba*  for  Dartford  said 
that  he  had  not  heard  many  speeches 
thanking  the  Govemm»it  for  this  partial 
measure  of  justice — ["  hear,   hear  1 "] 
that  was  to  say,  partial,  inasmuch  aa  the 
scheme  was  not  a  oomi^ete  measure  of 
justice,  but  that  it  only  rendered  to  the 
Vohintary  Schools  some  instaiment  of 
that  measure  of  justice  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  The  (rovemment,  no  doubt, 
would  better  appreciate  the  votes  of  their 
followers  as  indicated  by  the  division  list 
last  Tuesday  than  by  speeches  indicating 
a  superabundance  of  gratitude.   For  his 
part,  he  tendered  to  the  Government  his 
very  sincere  gratitude  for  this  Measure. 
He  thought  that,  having  miited  aa  the 
Volnntaiy  Schools  had  done  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century — under  a 
system  in  which  the  Board  Schools  had 
been  the  protected  and  favoured  schools 
so  fu-  as  public  money  was  concerned — 
it  must  now  be  gratifying  to  the  sup- 
pOTters  of  the  Voluntary  Schools  to  find 
that  the  time  had  arrived  when  a  Measure 
was  produced  in  which  the  country  recog- 
nised the  just  claims  of  the  Voluntary 
Schools  to  some  further  measure  of  recog- 
nition from  the  public  puirse.    A  great 
deal  had  been  said  about  rate  sid.  Ver- 
Bonally  he  was  not  afraid  of  rate  aid,  nor 
was  he  afraid  of  popular  control — [ekeeri] 
— Bubject  to  the  reservation  made  by  the 
hon.  Hemb^  for  East  Mayo,  that  no  At- 
tempt should  he  made  to  interfere  with 
what  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  called  the 
sectarian  teaching  adminstered  under  the 
Conscience  Clause.  Subject  to  that  reser- 
vation he  had  no  fear ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  rather  welcomed  some  measure  of 
popular  control  of  those  schools.    As  to 
pul^c  control,  since  the  Act  of  1870  both 
Board  Schools  and  Voluntary  Schools  had 
been  under  the  control  of  the  Education 


Department.  Both  were  working  imder 
the  same  Code,  and  both  were  turning  out 
the  same  educational  results.  [Cries  of 
"  No,  no  1 "]  That  being  so,  they  were 
both  doing  ihe  same  work  which  Parlia> 
ment  had  required  of  them,  and  therefore 
on  pnnci[des  of  abstract  justice,  they 
were  entitled  to  share  to  the  same  extent 
the  public  money.  Yet  the  Vohmtary 
Schools  received,  even  under  this  Bill, 
nothing  like  their  share  of  public  money. 
It  was  true  sometimes  that  the  friends 
of  Voluntary  Schools  had  been  forced  into 
the  position  of  appearing  to  be  retrogres- 
sive. But  whyt  If  the  Government  laid 
upon  elementary  schools  of  all  classes  in- 
creasing requiremntts,  justice  required 
that  they  should  provide  all  those  schools 
alike  with  the  same  means  of  carrying  out 
those  requirements.  The  r^rht  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bodmin,  in  the  interesting  and  in- 
structive speedi  which  he  delivo^  the 
other  night,  made  a  remarkable  admissicm 
which  ought  to  carry  weight  when  he  said 
that  on  principles  of  abstract  justice,  if 
once  the  wishes  of  the  parent-s  were  made 
manifest,  and  they  showed  a  distinct  in- 
tention to  maintain  the  Voluntary  and 
denominational  schools,  then  the  founda- 
tion of  our  scheme  of  national  education 
would  have  to  be  enlarged  in  order  to  take 
them  in.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
meant  by  that  that  the  time  would  nro- 
bably  come  when  the  Voluntary  Schools 
would  be  granted  by  Pariiament — ^not, 
as  he  said,  at  the  hands  of  the 
Conservative  Party,  but  at  the  hands 
of  the  Members  of  the  Opposition 
— ^that  same  measure  of  public  sup- 
port to  share  public  money  as  the  Board 
Schools  were  now  enjoying,  and  that 
they  should  be  entitled  to  come  on  the 
rates  for  a  full  measure  of  the  educational 
work  they  were  fulfilling.  How  had  the 
wishes  of  parents  been  ^pressed!  Al- 
though those  favoured  and  protected 
Board  Schools  had  been  in  v(^e  tor  more 
than  a  quarto*  of  a  century,  and  had  had 
behind  them  not  only  the  public  money 
of  the  Exchequer,  but  also  the  unlimited 
purse  of  the  ratepayers,  the  Voluntary 
Schools,  labouring  under  the  enormous 
disadvantage  of  having  to  find  continually 
a  larger  sum  out  of  their  own  pockets,  in 
addition  to  fhe  sums  they  were  contribut- 
ing to  the  school  rates  in  the  district — 
the  Voluntary  Schools  had  not  only  been 
enaUed  to  hold  their  own,  Init  to 
show    that    out    of   the  fi,000,000 
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of  children  in  the  public  elementary 
Hchools,  no  fewer  than  3,000,000  were 
being  educated  in  our  Voluntary  Schools. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  East  Fife 
taunted  them  that  this  grant  was  in- 
tended to  relieve  the  pockets  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  Voluutaiy  Schools,  and  spoke 
about  stimulating  the  consciences  of  the 
supporters  of  Church  Schools.  What 
were  the  facts  I  In  the  last  80  years 
the  supporters  of  those  schools  had  con- 
tributed 40  millions  sterling  for  the  esta- 
blishment and  maintenance  of  those 
schools,  and  the  subscriptions  were  up- 
wards of  £20,000  a  week  at  this  moment. 
In  face  of  those  facts,  such  taunts  were 
unmerited  and  unjust.  The  Membw  for 
East  Fife  had  suggested  that  the  needs 
of  the  Voluntaiy  Schools  for  aid  might 
decrease  in  the  future,  bat  it  was  absurd 
to  suppose  that  the  necessities  of  these 
schools  would  decrease,  and  he  objected 
to  seeing  public  money  granted  as  it 
had  been  hitherto  to  one  class  to 
the  gross  disadvantage  of  another. 
[Ironical  cheers.']  And  if  ever  there 
was  a  class  which  had  suffered  gross 
injustice  at  the  hands  of  Parliament,  it 
was  the  Voluntaiy  Schools.  Eveiy  turn 
of  the  screw  put  on  at  the  Education 
Dei>artment  had  been  felt  \sj  the  Volun- 
tary Schools,  because  it  meant  more  sub- 
scriptions, and  their  supporters  had  not, 
like  the  Board  Schools,  any  power  of 
raising  money  from  the  rates.  As  to 
the  future  necessities  of  the  Voluntary 
Schools  and  their  position  under  this 
grant,  it  must  be  remembered  that  one 
class  on  whom  the  strain  had  fallen  very 
largely  had  been  the  teachers  in  the 
Voluntary  Schools,  and  imdoubtedly  the 
effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  that  those 
teachers  would  get  a  substantial  part  of 
the  grant  in  the  shape  of  increased 
salary.  Durii^  the  past  12  months  the 
requirements  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment had  been  relaxed  to  some  extent 
because  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools,  but  when  this  Bill 
wus  passe  1,  it  was  certain  that  whichever 
Party  might  be  in  power,  those  require- 
nkents  would  then  be  enforced,  and 
properly  enforced,  wherever  schools  were 
inefficient,  whether  as  r^rded  their 
sanitary  condition,  the  staffing,  or  any- 
thing else.  In  his  opinion  the  Govern- 
ment had  exercised  a  wise  discretion  in 
making  the  sum  depend  not  on  the  exists 
ing  necessities,  but  on  tbe  total  number 

Air.  Harry  Foster.  ■ 


of  children  who  might  be  from  time  to 
time  in  the  Voluntary  Schools.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  about  statutory 
equality  between  the  two  systeou  of 
schools.  This  was  absurd,  because  ii> 
one  case  they  supplied  the  means  of  com- 
plying with  the  demands  by  givii^  re- 
course to  the  rates,  and  in  the  other  tber 
supplied  no  such  means  whatever.  It 
was  because  Voluntary  Schools  had 
suffered  gross  inequalities,  and  becuK, 
after  this  Bill  had  become  law,  tber 
would  be  placed  in  a  more  equal  thoi^ 
still  a  far  less  favoured  position  thsn  tbe 
School  Boards,  that  he  thanked  tbe 
Govermnent  for  this  instalment  of  jtu- 
tioe.  All  friends  of  Voluntaiy  Scfaoali 
would  feel  s  deep  debt  of  gratitude  t" 
the  Govwnment  for  what  they  had  doK 
Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Do- 
dee)  said  that  he  did  not  know  whetlttr 
it  was  by  accident  or  draign  that  for  tk 
last  few  hours  the  Minister  left  in  chirae 
of  the  Bill  was  not  the  Minister  of  Edm- 
tion,  and  not  even  an  Elnglish  Member, 
but  a  Scotch  gentleman  filling  an  o&k 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
tion  under  discussion.  He  hoped, 
ever,  that  the  SolieitorCreneral  had  bees 
present  for  the  purpose  of  answerinfi;  tbr 
claim  made  an  behtdf  of  Scotland  fay  tit 
Members  for  Leith  and  Haddii^rtoudtir- 
and  he  hoped  that  the  Solicitor-Generti 
would  display  as  much  in^nulty  aaJ 
achieve  more  success  than  cbaracteiiieil 
his  efforts  the  other  night.  Scotch  Hsb- 
bers  had  complained  that  the  Gow* 
ment,  by  the  procedure  which  they  h*! 
adopted,  had  unfairly  limited  the  rsng« 
of  the  Debate ;  because  it  was  impoanUf 
to  submit  to  the  House  the  propositioi 
that  aid  to  Board  Schools  ought  t< 
go  hand  in  hand  with  aid  to  Tolnntair 
Schools.  The  fuunrer  of  the  Solidw 
General  to  that  complaint  was  that  ti 
make  the  scope  of  the  resolutions  vider 
than  that  of  the  Bill  to  be  founded  o: 
them  would  be  contrary  to  the  prictkt 
and  traditions  of  the  House.  If  tb' 
were  so,  then  the  resolutions  reeked  »iti 
disorder ;  because  there  wasj  hardly  oa* 
of  them  which  was  not  of  larger  acopt 
than  the  Bill.  The  only  thing  thr 
Government  had  taken  care  to  limit  w 
the  application  of  the  5s.  grant  to  Vobo- 
tary  Schools.  The  resolutions  mtft 
equally  apply  to  ScoUand  and  Irdsad » 
well  as  England,  but  the  vu  t< 

apply  only  to  Englaqd.   Therefin«  it 
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argument  of   the  Solioitor-GMieral  was 
refuted  by  tlie  reaoliitioiis  tlinnselTea. 
Scottish  Membov  had  another  sabstan- 
tial  grievance  in  the  oourae  which  the 
GoTemment  had  adopted.     In  1888 
grants  in  aid  of  the  rates  were  made  in 
L-ertain  proportions  to  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland.    The  ScottiBh  Mem- 
bers— ^led  by  Mr.  Hunter,  whose  absence 
and  the  cause  of  it  they  all  deplored — 
demanded  that  the  Scottish  grant  should 
go  in  aid  of  free  education.    That  led  to 
the  claim  for  free  education  in  E^ngland, 
and  when  the  claim  was  granted,  Scot- 
land again  received  an  equivalent  grant. 
It  waa  the  departure  from  tiiis  practice, 
on  the  present  occasion  that  Scottish 
Members  complained  ol   When  the  Bill 
of  last  year  was  under  discusuon,  the 
Government  gave  a  vague  assurance  that, 
if  that  Bill  passed,  something  should  be 
done  for  education  in  Scotland,  though 
there  would  be  no  equivalent  grant.  If 
that  "  something  "  were  needed,  why  was 
it  not  done  on  its  own  merits  1    And  if 
not,  why  was  not  Scotland  given  her  equi- 
v;ilent    grant   in    the   proportion  to 
England's  of  11  to  801    No  answer  had 
been  made  to  that  demand.    The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  this  year  re- 
peated the  nnsatisfactoty  declaration 
which  he  made  last  year,  that  the  princi- 
ple of  the  equivalent  grant  did  not  apply, 
but  that,  if  the  Bill  passed,  something 
should  be  done  for  education  in  Scotland. 
The  forms  of  the  Home  would  not  per- 
mit the  Scottish  Members  on  the  Opposi- 
tion side  of  the  House — who,  in  this 
matter  represented  the  opinion  of  Scot- 
land— to  enter  their  protest  against  that 
declaration  in  the  form  of  an  Amendment 
to  the  Resolution;  and  the  fact  would 
be  an  additional  stimulus  to  the  strong 
opposition  they  should  offer  to  the  Bill, 
invidious  as  it  was  in  its  general  purpose, 
but  particularly  in  its  dealings  with 
Scottish  interests.     What  was  the  Bill 
for  which  they  were  to  make  the  large 
sacrifices  that  were  demanded  of  them  I 
They  had  not  seen  it  yet,  and  the  exposi- 
tion of  its  provisions  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  had  not  been  so  lucid 
that  it  was  completely  apprehended  even 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  side 
of  the  House.   This  much,  however,  was 
4:lear.    It  was  a  Bill  Iwistling  with  dis- 
criminations.    There  were  discrimina- 
t  tons  between  Board  and  Voluntary 
Schools ;  between  town  and  country,  and 


between  associated  schools  and  non-asso- 
ciated schook,  for  the  latter  were,  in 
some  my8t«iouB  way,  to  be  penalised. 
It  was  conjecture  on  his  part,  but  he  be- 
lieved it  was  true,  that,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Affrioultural  Rating  Bill  of  last  year, 
as  in  this  case,  the  Government  had 
changed  their  intention  since  they  had 
laid  their  proposals  before  the  House. 
The  Government  proposed  a  grant  to 
Voluntary  Schools  of  58.  per  head  on  the 
whole  number  of  scholars  in  such  schools, 
but  it  now  appeared  that  in  some  way, 
certainly  not  comprehended  on  that  side 
of  the  House,  the  grant  was  to  be  so 
manipulated  that  the  main  portion  of  it 
was  to  go  to  the  necessitous  Voluntary 
Schools.  He  should  like  to  know  what 
was  meant  by  "a  Voluntary  School" 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  not 
condescended  to  tell  the  House. 

Thb  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY :  Wait  for  the  Bill. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Yes, 
but  any  step  they  took  on  the  Bill  would 
be  governed  by  this  Resolution  and  by 
the  meaning  attached  to  the  word 
"  Voluntary."  In  the  Bill  of  last  year 
the  definition  of  a  Voluntary  School  was 
a  school  not  supported  by  a  School  Board 
rate.  -On  this  matter  he  held  the  opinion 
of  a  distinguished  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  was  responsible  for  the  pro- 
posals now  before  the  House.  Not  many 
years  ago  it  was  said :  — 

The  efforts  of  all  Iototb  of  jtutice  and  all 
friends  of  education  must  now  be  directed  to 
the  eetablisbing  of  the  principle  that  representa- 
tion shall  go  hand  in  hand  with  taxation,  and 
that  no  grant  <^  national  or  local  funds  shall  be 
made  to  any  school,  the  majority  at  least  of 
whose  managing  body  does  not  consist  of  repre- 
sentatives elected  by  the  district  for  that 
pnipose." 

The  distinguished  author  of  that  creed 
was  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stiU  "a  lover  of 
justice  and  a  friend  of  education?"  If 
he  were,  how  was  he  going  to  justify  his 
position  in  a  Government  which  proposed 
to  give  National  funds  to  schools  that 
had  no  representatives  of  the  peopio 
upon  their  govemii^  bodies!  What  was 
the  position  of  tliB  Grovemment?  They 
had  to  borrow  money  to  carry  out  their 
proposed  urgent  military  defences.  When 
the  time  came  for  the  discussion  of  those 
borrowing  pro[K>salB  it  would  not  be  for- 
gotten tkit  the  necessity  to  borrow  had 
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beea  brought  about  by  tSie  policy  of  the 
Govenuuent  in  iquanderuig  the  surplus 
reserves  of  the  Nation  upon  sectarian  and 
class  purposes — last  year  in  the  reliaf  of 
agricultural  rating,  and  this  year  in  the 
relief  of  Voluntary  Schools. 

Mb.  JOSBPH  a.  PEASE  (Northumber- 
land, Tynetide)  entered  his  humble  pro- 
test against  the  rapidity  with  vhich  the 
proposals  of  the  GoTeroment  were  to  be 
rushed  through  the  House,  and  also 
against  the  limited  scope  of  the  Bill. 
Nothing  had  been  left  undone  to  limit 
the  scope  of  the  Measure  and  to  suppress 
criticism.  Last  year  a  grant  in  aid  was 
proposed  nominally  to  aid  agriculture. 
Safeguards  and  conditims  to  secure  that 
end  were  not  proposed,  and  the  Amend- 
ments mOTed  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  were  rejected  by  the  GoTorn- 
ment.  The  money  had  gone  to  increase 
the  purchase  Talue  of  the  landlords'  agri- 
cultural estates.  This  year  there  was  a 
grant  in  aid  proposed  nominally  to  aid 
education.  There  were  no  safegiwrds  or 
conditions  proposed  to  secure  that  end  ; 
and  again  the  Amendments  of  the 
Opposition  were  clotured,  and  they 
were  unable  to  move  them  on  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Resolution. 
Ho  thought  that,  just  as  in  the  case  of 
the  LAndiord  Relief  Bill,  the  mon^  th^ 
were  now  asked  to  vote  would  not  go  to 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended, 
but  would  go  into  the  pockets  largely 
of  the  parsons  and  their  friends.  [Cheers.] 
They  must  recollect  that  six  out  of  every 
seven  of  the  denominational  schools  were 
managed  and  controlled  by  the  Church 
party.  If  the  House  was  to  be  again 
closured  before  full  discussion  bad  been 
secured,  they  would,  at  any  rate,  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  coun- 
try would  take  every  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  disapproval  of  the  propo- 
sals of  the  Government  in  the  same  way 
that  Walthamstow  expressed  its  opinion. 
[Cheers.]  They  were  told  that  if  they 
allowed  this  Bill  to  slip  through,  anothw 
Bill  might  follow  by  which  some  Board 
Schools  might  receive  some  aid ;  he,  for 
one,  was  not  prepared  to  take  the  sha- 
dows instead  of  the  substance.  His  ctm- 
stituentfi  had  authorised  him  to  say  that 
they  believed  in  Voluntary  and  Board 
Schools  being  treated  alike  by  the  State, 
but  the  public  pledge  which  the  Govern- 
ment haid  given  seemed  to  him  to  be 
absolutely  inadequate  to  the  equal  treat- 

ifr.  Edmund  Rohertum, 


ment  ol  those  scWmIs.  He  favoored  aa 
increased  contributicHi  for  ihe  promotioa 
of  edveation  in  Voluntary  Schoola,  aad 
he  thoi^t  the  Roman  Csih<^ica  ought  to 
receive  special  oonaideration  at  the  haads 
of  the  State;  Bat  he  womU  xwt  be  a 
party  to  proposals  to  «nd»w  prhratc 
schools  unoonditioaally.  llKne  acAools 
already  reeeirod  over  wveD-tcntl»  of  tbar 
maintenance  from  p»blie  fnsdSr  and  be 
belieTed  that  thie  Bill  would  pnnute 
injustice  between  Bocu:^  Schools  and 
Voluntary  Schools.  In  the  parish  of 
Walthamstow  the  Board  School  rate  was 
Is.  9d.  in  the  pound,  and  if  Board  Schools 
were  to  be  given  an  equivalent  grant  to 
Voluntary  Schools  that  Board  Schet^ 
district  oi^t  to  reonve  ^000.  Was  it 
surprisii^  then  that  the  Govemmmt  pro* 
posals  s^uld  have  be«L  empliati<»IlT 
condemned  the  day  before  at  tho  ballot 
boxt  The  r^t  hon.  Gentlraaan  oppoote 
would  like  to  aee  Town  CouboIb  mawg- 
ing  School  Boante,  for  he  admitted  that 
in  the  discussion  on  the  Bill  of  last  year. 
He  himself  did  not  believe  that  a  Town 
Council  was  a  suitable  body  to  contn^ 
the  management  of  education. 
«Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
now  discussing  the  Bill  of  last  year. 

Mb.  J.  A.  PEASE  said  that  it  appeared 
to  him  that  undar  this  aeheme  the  School 
Board  districts  vhidi  had  declined  to 
rate  themadvee  were  to  be  rewarded. 
Those  who  had  promoted  edocatioaal 
progress  were  to  be  discouraged.  They 
were  apparently  going  to  do  nothing  to 
maintain  voluntary  subscriptions.  Hie 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said  every 
school  would  get  some  grant, 

Thb  first  lord  of  thk  TREA- 
SURY :  No,  I  distinctly  said  that  scbools 
that  did  not  require  a  grant  would  get 
no  grant  under  the  KIL 

Mb.  J.  A.  PEASE  begged  the  Pint 
Lord's  pardon.  He  thought  the  r^lit  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  ererj  adhocd  wonH 
get  some  grant,  but  it  would  be  a  Taryii^ 
grant.  He  at  once  accepted  tlie  oontn- 
diction.  He  understood  that  1 ,061 
Voluntary  Schools  at  the  preset  time 
received  no  subscriptions,  674  recesved 
subscriptions  of  under  Is.  from  rxjhm- 
tary  sources,  1,095  under  2s.  6d.»  and 
967  under  5s.  That  was  to  say  that  of 
the  total  number — 14,H6 — of  Toluntary 
Schools  in  the  country,  nearly  one^hird 
received  subscriptions  of  lea  than  &b. 
The  total  stthseripcioni  of  ^ke  tmmlrj 
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from  charitable  sources  amounted,  he  was 
told,  to  j£62l2,000,  almost  the  exact  sum 
which  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  pro- 
poaed  to  tak«  out  of  the  po(^et8  of  the 
ratepftyers  in  order  to  hand  it  over  to  the 
managers  of  Church  Schools.  It  aeemed 
to  him  that  the  GoTenuuent  were  endea- 
vouring to  supplant  TC^ntary  subsorip- 
tkm»  }af.  State  mone^.  Under  the  pre- 
smt  propoBala  th^  was  no  ohei^  what- 
erar  upon  the  npenditure  of  the  grant, 
and  Uiere  was  no  guarantee  that  the 
money  would  go  to  the  promotion  of 
education.  There  waa  to  be  no  local 
suporrision.  The  coniessional  might  be 
instituted  in  the  schools,  creeds  might  be 
taught,  extraneous  duties  might  be  re- 
quired of  teachers  and  insisted  upon  by 
managfflu,  and  all  at  the  public  eipense. 
The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  intro- 
ducing a  deputation  to  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter in  November  1895,  said,  "We  are 
willing  to  have  a  certain  proportion  of 
subeniptions  insisted  upon  as  a  condition 
•of  grants,"  but  the  Government  wa«  not 
proposing'  that  there  riiould  be  any  pro- 
pcotion  of  subscriptions  insisted  upon  as 
a  condition  of  their  grant.  No,  they 
seemed  to  be  callous  to  the  interests  of 
education  and  merely  conc^ned  to  relieve 
the  pockets  of  the  wealthy  supporters 
and  managers  of  denominational  schools. 
He  objected  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  on  one  other  ground,  namely 
that  this  money  came  out  of  the  tax- 
payers' poduts,  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
po<ner  elanes  of  the  community.  Seven 
pounds  out  of  every  £10  of  taxee  came 
from  the  poorer  classes,  and  therefore  it 
was  not  only  a  question  of  injustice  being 
done  to  those  who  were  intraiested  in 
Board  School  education,  but  of  injustice 
done  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  country. 
He  appealed  to  the  Government,  al- 
though he  knew  their  appeals  were  of 
Tery  little  use,  before  it  was  too  late,  to 
withdraw  this  proposal  as  it  at  present 
stood.  If  the  Government  would  only 
deal  equally  between  the  Board  Schools 
and  TMuntaiy  Schools,  he  could  assure 
them  hon.  Members  on  the  Opposition 
side  would  ap[woaoh  the  scheme  in  a  very 
difEerent  spirit  from  that  in  which  they 
were  inclined  to  approach  it  now ;  they 
VDoId  endeavour  to  approach  what  th^ 
admitted  to  be  a  difiicult  question  in  a 
way  which  would  enable  them  to  make  a 
utia&ctory  and  permanent,  so/  for  aa  it 


reasonably  could  be  expected,  settlement 
of  this  great  question. 
*SiB  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  My 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Fife, 
early  in  the  afternoon,  stated,  with  his 
usual  cleamesB,  the  position  that  Gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  House  occupy, 
and  desire  to  occupy,  with  ref^nce  to 
the  proposed  additiomd  grant  to  Volun-^ 
tary  Schools.  We  have  always  stated,' 
and  we  state  again,  that  to  the  assistance 
which  is  averred  to  be  required — and  I 
have  no  doubt  is  required — by  Voluntary 
Schools,  we  offer  no  opposition  if  the 
grants  are  made  upon  conditions  that 
are  fair  to  other  parties  and  in 
respect  of  the  schools  themselves. 
I  may  state  compendiously  what  our  posi- 
tion is.  We  take  our  stand  upon  the 
compromise,  as  it  is  called,  or  the  settle* 
ment  of  1870.  ["  Hear,  hear  1"]  It  has 
worked  for  the  development  of  the  new 
^tem  of  Board  ScluKils,  and  it  has 
worked  certainly  not  injuriotuly  to  the 
Volimtary  Schools  which,  year  after  year, 
have  increased  in  their  resources  and  in 
their  nimiber.  Can  anybody  deny  that 
the  number  of  Volxmtary  Schools  has  in- 
creased since  1870?  Well,  therefore,  the 
phrase  that  the  Voluntary  Schools,  which 
have  increased  and  are  increasing  in  num- 
ber every  year,  are  being  starved  out  of 
existence,  is  one  which  does  not  corre- 
spond at  all  with  the  facts  of  the  case. 
\C'heer8.\  You  may  say  that  they  have 
not  the  predominance  you  desire,  you 
may  say  that  th^  have  not  the 
monopoly  of  the  scholars  in  fhi> 
country,  but  to  state  tlwt  the  Voluntary 
Schools  under  the  operation  of  the  settle- 
men  of  1870  have  been  starved  out  of 
existence,  is  a  statement  which  is 
absolutely  contrary  to  the  fact.  We 
had  addressed  to  us  the  other  night 
a  speech  which  I  vmture  to  think  is 
amongst  the  most  valuable  which  has 
been  made  in  this  Debate,  I  mean  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Dartford.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said : — • 

"  he  had  always  felt,  and  he  felt  it  moet  acutely 
during  the  six  years  he  waa  in  the  Education 
Department,  &at  if  in  the  slightest  degree  that 
maohiueiry  " 

speaking  of  the  settlement  of  1870 — 

**  waa  disturbed  great  friction  might  inentably 
result,  teading  probaUy  to  the  ntter  diBoi;gam8a- 
tion  of  our  whole  edocstiaukl  syiteoL" 
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of  what  the  Duke  of  DevoDBhire  juatlr 
called  the  statutory  eqiiality  established 
in  1870.  The  failure  of  the  BiU  last  jear 
arose  from  the  general  feeling  that  it 
would  operate  as  a  measure  of  hostility 
to  the  Board  Schools.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "j 
Our  oppoBitioD  to  that  Bill  was  founded 
on  our  b^ef  that  it  would  operate  in- 
juriously to  Uie  Board  Schools,  and  the 
moment  it  was  felt  in  the  ootmtiy  that 
that  would  be  its  effect,  the  fate  of  that 
Bill  was  sealed.  [CAeers.]  Our  opposi- 
tion to  this  BiU  is  on  the  same  ground, 
not  because  it  favours  Voluntary  Schools, 
but  because  in  its  operation  it  is  intended 
relatively  to  depress  Board  Schools. 
[C/leers.]  That  is  the  clear  ground  of 
our  opposition  to  this  BiU — that  is  the 
gist  of  our  opposition.  la  it  on  my  state- 
ment alone  that  this  BiU  is  unjust  in  its 
exclusion  of  Board  Schools?  It  is  not 
the  language  of  a  political  opponent ; 
it  is  the  language  of  a  man  who,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  has  rendered  more  stt^oe  to 
education  in  this  country  than  any  othex 
man  probably  in  this  House.  I  mean  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Edgbaston  Division 
of  Birmingham.  What  is  his  language! 
Sitting  actuaUy  behind  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  the  other  night,  he  said 
it  was  a  Bill  of  "  imexpected  and  extra- 
ordinary injustice  to  the  Board  Schoob 
of  this  country."  That  is  not  the  factious 
language  of  a  poUtical  opponent;  it  is 
the  condemnation  of  a  man  most  com- 
petent to  judge  on  such  a  subject — a 
loyal  supporter  of  the  Government, 
[Chffrs.]  Some  examples  have  been  given 
of  this  injustice.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Bodmin  quoted  the  experience  of  the 
constituency  he  represented.  Let  me 
give  an  example  of  the  operation  of  thn 
Bill  upon  the  constituency  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent — ^West  Homnouth- 
shire.  [Ironical  Ministtrial  rA«or«.]  Has 
it  come  to  this,  then,  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  intend  to  clamour  down 
a  man  who  states  figures  in  the  interests 
of  his  own  constituents!  [Oppotition 
cheers  and  MinkUrial  cries  of  **  Oh  t "] 
There  is  a  great  deal  too  much  of  this 
intolerance  from  Gentlemm  on  the  other 
side.  [Opposition  cheers  and  Ministerial 
laughter,]  We  have  no  intention  trf 
idlowing  the  discussion  of  this  Bill  to  be 
treated  in  that  manner.  [Checrt.] 
Though  we  may  be  in  a  minority,  we  are 
entitled  to  decent  treatment,  and,  if  not 
with  concurrence,  we  have  at  least  a  r%ht 


Now  that  was  the  right  h;ni.  Gentleman's 
opinion  of  the  danger  of  disturbing  the 
machiueiy  of  the  Act  of  1870.    He  says : 

"  To-day  we  were  in  the  midat  of  one  of  those 
educational  controveniea  which  cause  deep 
anxiety  to  all  who  hav^  Party  instincte  and 
deep  consternation  to  thoee  who  had  good  educa- 
tion nppermoet  in  their  minds." 

I  believe  that  is  a  perfectly  correct 
description  of  the  present  situation. 
Why  is  that  the  situation  ?  Because  you 
are  doing  the  very  thing  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  deprecated — namdy,  disturb- 
ing the  machinery  of  the  settlement  of 
1870.  It  is  not  to  be  said  that  we  main- 
tain there  should  be  no  moditication  of 
the  Act  of  1870.  There  was  a  great 
modification  made  in  the  year  1876, 
when  the  alteration  was  introduced 
in  respect  to  the  178.  6d.  limit. 
That  modification  in  1876  was  per- 
fectly consistent  with  this  principle  of 
the  Act  of  1870  in  regsrd  to  the 
necessity  of  voluntary  subscriptions. 
There  was  a  most  important  modification 
introduced  in  the  Act  of  1891  when 
free  education  was  granted.  But 
these  modifications  were  absolutely  con- 
sistent with  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  Act  of  1870.  What  were  those 
principles!  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  re- 
ferred to  one  of  them,  when  he  said  that 
the  equality  between  Board  Schools  and 
Voluntary  Schools  in  respect  of  the  Gov- 
ernment grants  was  a  statutory  equality. 
It  is  quite  obvious  what  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  meant.  He  meant  that  the 
equality  created  that  statute  in  respect 
of  Government  grants  was  an  abso- 
lute equality  between  the  two  classes  of 
schools.  When  you  came  to  give  a  large 
additional  grant  of  lUs.  by  way  of  free 
education  you  adhered  to  that  principle, 
and  you  gave  equally  to  the  Board  Schools 
and  to  the  Voluntaij  Schools.  Therefore, 
up  to  this  time  you  did  adhere  strictly 
to  the  principles  of  the  Act  of  1870. 
What  we  maintain  is  that  this  BiU  is  in 
fundamental  violation  of  that  compro- 
mise, inasmuch  as  it  is  about  to 
give  a  great  grant  from  the  Exchequer — 
£600,000 — to  one  class  of  schools  and 
not  to  the  other.  That  is  the  pround 
upon  which  we  condemn  this  Bill.  We 
SUV  that  all  the  difficulties  that  have 
iinseii,  and  will  arise,  with  reference 
tu  this  grant,  come  from  your  violation 
Sir  WiUiam  ffaramrt. 
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to  expect  good  manners.  ["  He^ir, 
hear !  "]  I  shall  proceed,  in  spite  of  the 
clamour,  to  state  the  figures — [Uinu- 
ierial  laughter] — and  if  necessary  I  shall 
ask  your  assistance,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  en- 
able me  to  proceed.  [Cheers  and  Mini*- 
terial  cries  of  "  Go  on."]  You  had  better 
have  the  Closure  at  once.  [Cheerg.] 
If  you  are  not  going  to  have  dis- 
cussion in  this  House,  have  the  Closure 
at  once,  and  I  will  sit  down.  [C/ieers 
and  Ministerial  cries  of  "Go  on  1 "] 
Thi  secretary  or  STATE  roB 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chambbrlain, 
Birmingham,  W). — The  clamour  is  all  on 
your  side.  [Opposition  cries  of  "Oh!" 
and  Ministerial  cheers.] 

•SibWILLUMHARCOURT:  H  that  is 
the  support  Members  of  the  Cabinet — 
[cheers]— axe  going  to  offer  their  sup- 
porters^— [Ministerial  criee  of  "  Order  I  "j 
— wo  have  very  little  hope  of  discussions 
being  carried  on  in  a  reasonable  way. 
[Cheerg.]  I  should  have  thought  that  at 
least  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentlranan  would 
have  desired  that  the  discussion — [Minis- 
terial laughter  and  cries  of  "  Order  1  "j 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  Ordca*,  order! 

«SiB  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  If  I  am 
out  of  order — 

*Mb.  SPEAKER :  I  was  not  calling  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman  to  ordw.  I  was 
calling,  to  lorder  those  who  were  inter- 
rupting htm.    [Loud  Opposition  cheers.] 

*SiB  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Perhaps, 
Sir,  by  your  authority,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  proceed.  I  am  going  to  give  the  figures 
of  the  schools  in  West  Monmonthshire 
and  what  they  will  receive  out  of  this 
£600,000.  There  are  two  School  Board 
districts  in  West  Monmouthsliire^ — one  of 
them  has  in  Board  Schools  children, 
and  in  Voluntary  Schools  there  ore  4GG 
children.  Now,  in  respect  of  the  3,184 
children,  out  of  this  £600,000  nothing 
will  be  received — ["  hear,  hear !  "] — and 
in  reapect  of  the  466  children  there  will 
be  £116  paid.  ["  Hear,  hearl "]  In  the 
other  districts  thne  are  in  the  Boiurd 
Schools  5,055  chihiren,  in  respect  of  whom 
nothing  will  be  paid,  and  there  are  287 
children  in  the  Voluntarj'  Schools,  in  re- 
spect of  whom  £72  will  be  jmid.  ["  Hear, 
hear."]  Therefore,  oUt  of  a  total  number 


of  children  of  8,992  in  a  district  upon 
w'^ich  there  are  School  Board  rates  paid 
to  the  extent  of  £10,320,  the  whole 
amount  of  aid  grant  will  be  £188. 
[Cheers.]  Is  that  not  a  confirmation  of 
what  the  hon.  Mranber  for  the  Edgbaston 
Division  described  as  a  case  of  unexpected 
and  extraordinary  injustice?  I  will  take 
another  not  far  distant  district — the 
Rhondda  Valley.  In  that  district  there 
are  14,500  children  in  Board  Schools  and 
58  in  Voluntwy  Schools,  fuid  that  in- 
dustrial  Tidlqr — ^not  a  rich  country  at  all, 
and  with  a  trade  that  haa  recently  not 
been  flourishing — will  receive  out  of  this 
£600,000  the  amount  of  £16.  ["Hear, 
hear  I  "]  That  is  the  way  in  which  this 
principle  of  equality  wilt  actually  operate. 
I  take  three  other  districts  together,  in 
which  thwe  are  28,000  children  in  Board 
Schools,  and  in  reepeot  of  whom  nothing 
wilt  be  paid,  and  in  which  there  are  1,662 
children  in  Voluntary  Schools  in  respect 
of  which  £416  will  bo  paid.  That  is  the 
contribution  to  a  distaiot  which  pays  in  ' 
School  Board  rates  £23,000.  [Cheers.] 
Do  youetxpect  that  treatment  of  that  kind 
is  going  to  be  accepted  by  the  country? 
That  is  tiie  history  of  the  districts  which, 
in  consequence  of  their  povtfrty,  and 
which,  in  consequence  of  not  having 
wealthy  residents,  have  not  Voluntary 
Schools,  and  that  is  what  they  are  to  re- 
ceive out  of  this  £600,000.  I  take  you  to* 
another  county  with  which  I  am  also 
acquainted — the  county  of  Oxfordshire. 
There  the  case  is  almost  exactly  the  re- 
verse. There  are  26,000  children  in 
Voluntary  Schools,  and  th«e  are  2,600 
children  iu  Board  Schools.  In  that  county 
what  will  be  received  out  of  this  grant  is 
£6,500,  against  the  £416  given  to  the 
poorer  districts  in  Wales.  [Cheers.] 
Do  you  really  think  that  we  are  going 
to  accept  a  settlement  of  this  kind  as  an 
act  of  justice  as  between  the  rich  and 
poorf  Is  it  not  obvious  on  the  face  of 
it  that  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  is  to  give 
to  the  rich  districts  where  Voluntary 
Schools  flourish  almost  all  the  money  and 
to  give  nothing  at  all  to  the  poor  districts  t 
["  Hear,  hear ! "  and  "  No,  no  1 "]  These 
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•re  facU  that  are  to  be  known.  ["  Oh, 
oh  1 "}  Do  you  deny  the  accuracy  of 
tbew  %ureBl  They  are  supplied  to  me 
as,  and  I  believe  they  are,  absolutdy  cor- 
rect. If  they  are  inaGcorate  have  them 
altered,  but  if  tAuiy  are  oorrect  the  con- 
duiion  is  ineritablei  Now,  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  has  complained  that  he 
has  been  luspected  of  a  direct  intention 
to  uclude  this  which  is  the  gist  of  the 
whole  matter  from  discussion  here  \jf 
the  form  of  this  6nancial  Besolution. 
Well,  I  need  scarcely  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  will  never  hear 
from  my  mouth  any  impatataon  that  he 
has  intentionally  dealt  unfurty  with  the 
House.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  But  at  the 
same  time  let  me  remind  him  that  this 
imputation  has  come,  not  from  us,  but 
from  his  own  supporters.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  The  moment  this  Resolution  ap- 
peared political  notes  and  leading  articles 
in  Unionist  journals  declared  what 
an  acute  man  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  was,  and  complimented  him 
upon  what  they  call  in  America  his 
"smartness,"  and  said  how  cleverly  he 
had  managed  to  shut  out  the  Opposition 
from  discussing  anything  that  might  be 
inconvenient.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  reproaches  ought 
to  be  addressed  to  the  proper  quarter, 
not  to  us  who  are  not  the  authors  of 
'theee  doubtful  compliments.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said,  and  has  re- 
peated it  over  and  over  again,  that  it  was 
not  from  any  such  intention,  but  from  the 
necessary  character  of  the  Bill ;  but  that 
is  just  what  we  complain  of,  that  the  Bill 
is  framed  on  a  {winciple  of  onesided 
justice,  that  the  Resolution  reflects  that 
injustice  and  shuts  out  of  consideration 
matters  which  ei^ht  to  be  included. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  excuse  me  for  saying  that  if 
he  wanted  to  pass  a  Bill  peaceably  and 
quietly  through  the  House  he  ought  to 
have  dealt  with  it  in  a  different  mannerl 
[Laughter.]  He  was  trying  to  state  the 
case  fairly.  [Th»  First  Lord  of  the 
TauBL-BT :  " Hear,  hear! "]  I  say  you 
Sir  WiSiam  Hareourt, 


ought  to  have  brought  before  tbe  House, 
and  to  have  enaUed  the  Hooae  to  coo- 
sider,  both  these  questkiM  together.  Ttm 
have  not  done  that,  and  in  not  doing  that 
you  have  greatly  retarded,  and  viU 
greatly  retaxd,  a  settlemeot  of  tlus 
tion.  You  say  you  are  suapeet«d  ei 
injustice  to  Board  Scho<^  and,  of  cous^ 
that  suspicion  is  founded  on  your  Ue» 
sure  of  last  year.  Having  propoaed  & 
Measure  that  was  greatly  unjust  to  Bosid 
Schools,  and  as  such  was  defeated,  ym 
now  come  forward  with  a  acheme  for 
Voluntary  Schools,  deliberately  ab- 
staining from  telling  us  wltat  jm 
are  going  to  do  with.  Board  Scbosk 
How,  then,  con  yon  complaiu  that  n 
are  suspicious  of  the  couive  you  viU 
pursue  towards  Board  Schools  t  Btf 
then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aid 
to-night  that  of  course  he  did  nn 
take  particular  account  of  Board  Sdiooli 
because  nothing  was  said  about  them  st 
the  elections ;  all  the  pledges  were  kn 
Voluntary  Schools.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  I 
dare  say  some  rig^t  hon.  Gmt&emea  did 
not  say  anythi^  to  thra:  oooatituBata 
but  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  at 
all  events,  is  the  last  man  who  oi^it  to 
make  that  statement.  What  has  buiii 
of  the  East  Manchester  programme  o£  tk 
Unionist  Party  1  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Tben 
was  nothing  in  it  about  YohuitaiT 
Schools,  but  one  of  the  15  articles  ol  thi 
East  Uanchester  pn^ramme  was  that  sli 
rates  of  Board  Schools  ^cre  to  be  psiii 
out  of  the  money  of  the  Exchequo. 
[OppotUion  eheert.]  And  the  right  hoa. 
Gentieman  says  he  said  nothing'  abest 
Board  Schools  at  Uie  Section.  [TW 
FrasT  Lord  of  the  Trbasukt  :  "  Hesr. 
hear ! "]  Does  ho  disavow  this  Mu.- 
chester  prc^nunm^  this  UnioiuM 
programme?  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  WA 
I  suppose  there  are  recent  expeiieaoa 
which  have  rather  supoannuated  thM 
programme.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  I  tA0di 
like  to  know  if  all  the  16  artides  are  &■ 
avowed,  or  is  it  only  tlua  oh 
article  referring  to  education,  a^ 
Board  Schools?  What  awretchsd  pnw 
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is  tbi»  DOW  put  {orward  for  not  dealing 
witb  Board  Schools.  ["Hear,  hearl"] 
He  alio  laid  to-n^ht  that  we  were  greatlj 
diaappointed  on  thk  aide  of  tb*  House 
becwise  the  Bill  was  no  longer  sooh  a  Bill 
a»  was  necessary  to  be  carried  into  opera- 
tion March  31.  No,  9ir ;  we  are  not 
cUs^pointecl ;  I  ham  heard  Gwtlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  say  th^  were. 
[Cheers.]  But  we  are  not  disappointed  at 
all;  we  are  greatly  pleased,  because  it 
deprires  the  r^^  hon.  Gentleman  of 
the  only  prrtext  which  he  co'old  have 
phuMibly  allied  for  not  including  Board 
Schools.  [CWv.j  At  first  we  heard 
■othing  of  what  was  going  to  be  dene  for 
Board  Schools.  Thwe  have  been  some 
Tagoe  insinaations  as  to  what  may  or  may 
not  be  done  for  them.  There  was  nothing 
said  in  the  opening  statemoit  of  the 
Firat  Lord  of  the  Treasuiy,  bat  after  the 
first  night's  Debate,  and  after  what  I 
Aoold  caU  the  loud  uneaaness  of  the 
Borough  Members  or  the  other  nde  of 
the  House,  it  was  fovnd  necessary  to  say 
scHsething  about  the  Board  Schools, 
though  nothing  had  been  said  at  the 
elections.  Something,  therefore,  was  to 
be  pot  forward  which  would  quiet  their 
discontent ;  and  when  the  right  bon. 
Member  for  Dartiord  got  up  and  af>plied 
piutly  aoothii^  and  partly  castigation, 
appropriate  to  his  ancient  profession,  to 
the  Gentlemen  who  sit  below  the  Gang- 
way, he  told  » that  he  nsderstood  that  a 
pMlgc,  and  a  perfectly  distinct  jdedgc, 
woidd  be  givMi  1^  the  GoTeonmmt  in  tiie 
course  of  the  Debate  that  &  similar 
Measure  would  be  applied  to  the  neces- 
sitous Board  Schools.  Well,  wo  are  wait- 
ing for  that  distinct  pledge  still.  [Cheers.] 
We  have  some  very  indistinct  statements, 
bat  we  are  as  ^  as  ever  from  knowing 
vhat  it  is  the  Goremment  are  rcaify  going 
to  introdoee  into  their  ffill  for  the  Boaxd 
Schools.  ["Hear,  hearl  "]  U  theGoTem- 
ment  have  made  up  their  mittds,  why  do 
they  not  tetl  us  sol  They  say  it  is  more 
ooavenieut  to  bwe  two  Bilk.  Thai  is  a 
very  carious  Parliamentary  proceeding. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "]   It  was  not  naceaiBxy ; 


!  but  even  if  they  had  determined  to  hare 
two  Bills  they  might  have  told  us  the 
general  principles  whidi  wertt  to  govara 
the  other  Bill,  which  was  the  necessary 
complement  to  the  Bill  they  have  intrcK 
duced.  They  have  been  compelled  by  the 
pressure  ot  their  own  sapporten  to  hold 
o«t  expaetations  of  raeaaures  whioh  they 
have  never  explained.  I  can  only  say  that 
it  is  not  a  conciliatory  Hianner  of  intro- 
ducing this  Bill  or  one  colctdated  to  dia- 
arm  criticism.  If  t^vy  had  only  t<^d  us 
what  sort  of  justioe—I  do  not  say  the 
details  or  machinery  by  which  it  a  done 
— it  is  what  tiiey  contemplate  giving  to 
the  Board  Schools  they  wovkt  very  much 
Militate  the  passing  of  ^»  BilL.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "}  All  they  tell  bs  is  that  they  will 
do  something  for  the  necessitous  Board 
Schools.  Great  emphasis  ia  put  upon  the 
adjective  "necessitous,"  but  when  we 
asked  the  other  night  that  the  some  adjec- 
tive should  be  applied  to  Vohmtaiy 
Schools  they  said,  "  Oh,  no ;  that  is  quite 
out  of  the  question."  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
¥fhat  is  the  meaning  of  that}  It  shows 
they  do  not  mean  to  deal  with  Board 
Schools  upon  the  same  terms  aa  they  are 
dealing  with  Votutaiy  Schoolft.  [Cheers.] 
The  very  introduction  of  that  limitation 
shows  perfectly  well  ^t  equal  justice 
is  not  to  be  meted  out  to  the  two 
classes  of  sehooU.  Are  they  going, 
m  the  words  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Dortford,  to  give  "  similar 
treatraait  to  the  two  schools?"  Until 
you  ttXt  us  that  you  cannot  expect  to 
get  on  with  this  Bill.  We  have  &  right 
to  demand  that  we  should  be  told  if  the 
Goremment  mean  similar  treatment  to 
be  given  to  the  two  classes  of  schools  and 
an  equivalent  grant.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
What  was  the  plan  for  the  Voluntary 
Schools)  I  think  at  last  we  tmderstand 
it  very  well.  They  are  going'  to 
grive  58.  a  head — that  is  the  measure 
of  the  grant — for  all  children  in 
average  attendance  in  aH  the  Volun- 
tary Schools ;  and  then  they  have  got 
maehiaery  for  distributing^  that.  Are 
th^  gohig  to  give  to  the  Boavd  Sdioola 
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58.  a  head  upon  the  children  in  average 
attendance  and  distribute  that  1  [An  Hon. 
Mbkbbb:  "No."}  They  are  not.  Very 
well.  We  understand,  at  all  events,  what 
they  are  not  going  to  do,  but  they  have 
not  told  U8  what  they  are  going  to  do. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  explained 
to  us  how  he  is  going  to  distribute  the 
£600,000  among  the  necessitous  Volun- 
tary Schools.  I  will  not  at  Uus  time  of 
night  go  into  the  extnuvdinary  plan  of 
the  voluntary  associations  which  are  not 
voluntary,  but  which  are  penalised.  I  will 
not  inquire  into  the  happy  concert  of  these 
boards  when  they  meet  together,  and 
iBome  of  whonif  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  just  explained,  are  to  get  noUung 
at  all  and  others  a  great  deaL  Th^  are 
to  advise  the  Education  Department  and 
the  Education  Department  is  to  settle 
the  quarrels  among  these  contending 
voluntary  associations.  ["  Hear,  hear  1  "j 
We  shall  no  doubt  have  some  very  amus- 
ing discussions  upon  this  extraordinary 
plan,  which  seems  to  be  a  special 
favourite  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
J  do  not  know  that  the  rig^i  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  has  any  very  special  acquain- 
tance with  the  workii^  of  the  Education 
Department.  I  should  rather  like,  and 
I  think  tiie  House  is  entitled  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Minist^  responsible — 
[loud  cheers  and  laughter] — for  the 
Education  Department  upon  the  happy 
prospects  of  this  ingenious  system.  When 
the  time  oomee  no  doubt  he  will  be  put 
forward  to  defend  it ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
while, and  until  I  have  heard  the  vindi- 
cation of  this  scheme,  I  shall  adhere  to 
the  opinion  expressed  on  the  first  night 
of  the  Debate  by  the  hon.  Mernb^  for 
Islington — that  it  is  a  plan  which  will 
be  impracticable  and  -  unworkable,  and 
vrill  disappear  before  Committee. 
[CJieerg.] 

Mr.  G.  C.  T.  BARTLEY  (Islington, 
N.) :  I  never  said  anything  of  the  sort. 
I  referred  to  the  way  in  which  the  money 
was  to  be  distributed. 
•Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  That  is 
the  very  thing.   [Oheera.]  The  mon^  is 

Sir  WiUiam  Haremirt. 


to  be  divided  amongst  these  voluutar; 
penalised  associatimis  under  the  advke 
and  control  of  the  IGnister  reaponuhle 
for  education  in  this  House.  The  hem. 
Gentleman  does  not  deny  that  that  is  the 
opinion  he  formed  of  thia  plan,  and  I 
entirely  concur  in  that  o|Haion_  When  I 
asked :  "  What  are  you  going  to  do  for 
the  Board  Schools?"  the  right  hoia. 
Gentleman  said  that  he  could  not  pat  it 
into  the  same  Bill,  becauae  it  wooU 
require  different  machinery.  Sm^ 
you  might  have  diffa^t  machinerr  in 
the  same  Bill,  but  I  hope  it  will  he  mon 
reasonable  and  ratiox^  machincfy. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  But  I  did  not  aak  abon 
the  machinery  ;  I  asked,  "  Are  you  point 
to  give  to  the  Board  SdiooU  pro  rata  oan 
of  this  Govaimi»t  grant  the  amount 
that  is  due  to  them — Ss.  per  headP 
That  is  what  is  demanded  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  compromise  of  1870.  ["  "SaV". 
Yes,  it  is  ;  and  that  is  what  you  dedme 
to  give.  When  you  gave  the  10b.  gnat 
for  free  education  you  gave  to  all  schook 
alike  without  discrimination.  You  gm 
to  Board  Schools,  to  Voluntary  Scfaoi^ 
and  to  rich  and  poor  schools  alike. 
\Cheers!\  That  has  been,  and  is,  the 
statutory  equality  of  which  the  head  of 
the  Kducation  Deparbnwt  spoke,  and 
the  extraordinary  thing  is  that  evor 
principle  and  ev^  detail  in  thia  Bill  a 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  chi^  aod 
the  second  in  the  Education  D^Hurtned 
at  this  moment.  \Cheers.']  We  want  a 
reply  to  that  question.  If  it  is  *' 
and  if  I  undantand  the  Colonial  Seen- 
tary's  interjection,  you  do  not — 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  1  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon ;  I  have 
not  interjected  anything.  [CAeenuj 
•SmWILLUM HARCOURT:  Itho^ 
I  had  ascertained  from  an  interjection  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  ia  not 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  givu 
to  the  Board  Schools  on  the  same  footiae 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  But  let  us  see  how— 
and  that  is  the  really  important  mamr 
— how  much  you  are  going  to  set  aaiif 
for  the  Board  Schools.   Tou  toltl  us  thr 
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you  were  going  to  set  aude  as  much  as 
the  Chancier  of  the  Exchequer  could 
spare.  If  that  is  so,  of  course  the  Man- 
chester programme  is  abandoned.  When 
the  right  hon.  Gentl«nan  came  in  contact 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  he 
found  the  Manchester  programme  was  not 
practicaUe.  [Cheers.]  What  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  could  spare  was 
£600,000.  That  is  going  to  be  given  to 
the  Voluntary  Schools.  What  remains, 
then,  for  the  Board  Schools?  Last  year 
you  could  scrape  up  £2,000,000,  and  you 
gave  it  to  the  (^cultural  interest  and 
left  the  towns  to  wait  for  what  they  could 
get.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "]  Tou  are  proceeding 
upon  the  same  policy  now.  You  are  going 
to  sweep  up  for  your  faroured  fnenc^ 
CTerything  that  can  be  got,  and  the 
Board  Schools  are  to  wait  and  see  what 
is  left  for  thran.  I  commend  that 
to  the  consideration  of  the  boroughs. 
[Cheers.1  This  is  the  second  time  they 
have  been  left  out  in  ihe  cold  and  told  to 
wait.  First  the  towns  were  told  to  wait 
for  assistance  in  their  geneml  rates,  and 
now  the  towns  are  to  wait  for  assistance 
in  their  ratee  under  the  School  Boards ; 
but  gentlemen  who  are  the  fortunate 
owners  of  land— they  get  their  £2,000,000 
down  on  the  noil ;  and  those  gentle- 
men 'vho  are  the  principal  promoters 
and  proprietors  of  Voluntaiy  Schools, 
they  get  their  £600,000  in  cash  down. 
[Cheers.]  But  for  the  rest,  the  towns,  with 
thrar  heavy  rates,  th^  are  to  wait. 
It  will  be  all  swept  up  by  the  two  classes 
who  have  the  advantage  of  being 
favoured  by  Gentlemen  opposite  These 
are  the  things  we  ought  to  be  told.  We 
ought  to  be  told  what  residue  you  mean  to 
devote  for  the  benefit  of  the  Board 
Schools.  I  should  like  to  ask  why 
is  the  public  money,  to  the  extent 
of  £600,000,  to  be  given  specially  to 
dista-icta  which  have  reused  to  rate  them- 
selveB — [cheers] — which  decline  to  sub- 
scribe, and  none  is  to  be  given  to  districts 
like  those  in  West  Monmouth  and  Corn- 
wall and  mimy  others  which  have  made 
the  greatest  sacrifices  to  support  Board 
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Schools?  This  question  ought  to  be 
answered — [cheers] — and  we  should 
understand  exactly  what  is  the  policy  of 
t'.ie  Govemmeat  in  the  matter.  Then,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  suppose  with  a 
view  to  shorten  their  Debates  and  add 
to  their  tranquillity,  dragged  in  Wal- 
thamstow,  and  asked  me  whether  I 
thought  tiiis  Bill  had  anything  to  do 
with  it. 

Tin  FIRST  LOKD  of  thi  TRKA- 

SURY :  No  ;  I  did  not  . 

*SiK  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Why 
was  Walthamstow  introduced? 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  If  the  right  hon.  Gentlman  wants 
to  know,  I  will  tell  him  why.  I  was  in- 
terested to  know  whethCT  Walthamstow 
was  influ»iced  by  the  creed  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  last  year  on  the  effect  of 
the  relief  of  the  rates,  or  whether  by  his 
creed  of  this  year,  which  is  exactly  the 
opposite.    [Laughter  and  cheers.] 

*SiE  WILUAM  HARCOURT:  As  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  has  introduced  a 
subject  of  which  I  confess  I  know  some- 
thing, and  at  tributes  to  my  and  your  creed 
— [turning  to  the  Opposition  Benehes] — 
an  influence  which  he  supposes  it  has 
had  in  the  result  which  we  have  wit- 
nessed in  the  polling  at  Walthamstow — 
if  my  creed  has  had  that  result  I  am 
proud — [cheers] — ^I  have  some  mforma- 
tion  at  his  disposal,  and  I  will  tell  him 
what  that  information  comes  to.  This 
Bill  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  elec- 
tion at  Walthamstow,  not  only  in  its  edu- 
cational aspect,  but  specially  because  it 
is  another  example  of  that  pernicious 
spirit  of  class  legislation — [M««r«] — 
which  the  ;wesent  Government  have  per- 
sistently promoted  since  they  have  been 
in  office.  [Benewed  cheers.]  You  began 
with  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill  under 
which  yon  gave  two  millions  of  mon^ 
to  one  class ;  under  this  Bill  you  are  going 
to  give  £600,000  to  another  class.  These 
are  the  illustrations  of  the  policy  you  are 
pursuing;  that  is  the  creed  which  has 
destroyed  you  in  Walthamstow.  [Cheers.] 
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And  you  UAy  add  to  it  the  miseraUe 
ffuhire  of  your  aocial  tegiatation  aa  in- 
Btaneed  in  the  Truck  Bill  and  the 

Conciliation    Bill.    [Rencieed  eh*ering.] 
That  is  -what  haa  destroyed  you  in 
Waltfaamatow.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man challenges  me  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  the  incidence  of  rates.  That 
is  "a  large  order"  at  this  time  of 
ni^t  But  aa  the  nf^t  hon.  Gentleman 
has  challenged  me  I  will  giro  him  a  brief 
answer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  right  hon. 
GentleiaAn  has  ever  made  the  doctrine  of 
rates  his  special  study.    He  has  a  cot 
league  on  that  bench,  the  First  I^rd  of 
the  Admiralty,  who  is  one  of  th»  greatest 
authorities  upon  it,  and  if  he  would  ad- 
dress hims^  to  him  be  would  receire  a 
far  cleorer  explanation  of  his  difficulties 
than  I  can  venture  to  olTer.   But  I  will 
tell  him  as  well  and  aa  shortly  as  I  can 
that  everything  I  have  ever  said  on  the 
subject  of  rates  last  year  is  precisely 
identical  with  that  which  I  have  said  and 
intended  to  say  with  reference  to  rates  on 
this  occasion.     IMiniiterial  ertet  of 
"  Oh  1 "]  TTiat  is  the  way  you  meet  me 
when  I  am  going  to  answer  a  question  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.    In  dealing 
with  the  rates  last  year,  first  of  all  you 
dealt  with  the  rates  of  only  one  class,  not 
of  all  classes.    That  is  the  complaint  I 
make  of  you  under  this  Bill — ^you  deal 
with  only  one  interest  and  not  with  both. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  truly 
that  I  had  said  the  agricultural  rate  fell 
on  the  owner.   So  it  does.  Let  him  ask 
the  First  liOrd  of  the  Admiralty,  who  is  a 
great  authority  on  tiie  subject.  He  is  the 
author  of  the  doctrine  of  the  hereditary 
rate.  He  pointed  out  how  all  the  old  rates 
which  for  the  most  part  prevail  in  the 
i^ricultural  districts  fell  on  the  ownw, 
ana  distinguished  from  them  the  new 
rates,    and    especially   the  education 
rates,  which  fell  on  the  occupier,  and 
which  prevail  specially  in  the  towns. 
He    evidently    does    not    know  the 
elements   of   the   doctrine   of  rating. 
If  the  right  boo.   Gentleman  could 
<m1y  procure  tiie  work  of  the  First 
jS'tr  W^Uam  ffareourt. 
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Lord  of  the  Adnuralty — [&wij*fcr]— 
he  vould  titere  find  all  about  ^»  doe- 
trinea  <rf  rating.  One  of  the  great 
canons  laid  down  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  is,  that  the  rate 
had  a  different  incidence  m  eoontxy 
and  in  ih»  town.  In  the  oonntry  com- 
paratively little  falls  upon  the  rate  for 
Board  Schools,  whilst  a  great  deal  Mb 
upon  it  in  the  towns,  llierefon  it  is 
obvious  that  the  nlSUS  ought  to  be  givn 
chiefly  in  the  towns,  and  not  in  the 
country ;  and  yet  you  have  gone  and 
given  your  relied!  whov  tiie  rates  are  low 
in  the  rural,  and  none  where  the 
rates  are  high  in  the  eastern  districts. 
[«H«ar,  hearr"]  If  the  right  hoe. 
Gentleman  does  not  understand  tlds,  it 
ia  thoroughly  understood  inVTaHhamstow 
— ^[cA«ffr»] — where  they  have  the  most 
practical  reasons  for  understanding  it ; 
and  if  tite  right  hon.  Gentlonan  had  to 
pay  the  education  rate  that  they  pay  in 
Walthamstow,  he  would  understand  it 
too.  I  have  now — I  hope  without  un- 
duly occupying  the  time  ol  the  House 
— [cries  of"  Oh  !  **  andcheer$1 — ^indicated 
my  views  on  the  subject  of  rates,  and  I 
have  also  indicated  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  where  he  can  olAain  that 
fuller  infonoation  of  which  he  stands 
much  in  need.  [Xm^Ater.]  Then 
you  say  Hbaib  yon  prefer  two  Bilk 
to  one.  That  is  a  matter  of  taste^  bat 
it  is  a  procedure  that  will  occupy  very 
much  more  time.  However,  as  long  aa 
yoa  intoid  to  conceal  what  yon  pozpon 
to  do  for  the  Board  Schools,  we  shall 
persist  in  endeavouring  to  extract  >from 
you  that  inf orm^ioii,  and  what  {and 
yoa  intend  to  set  apart  lor  tite  pozpose. 
["  Hear,  bear  ! "]  Yoa  say  you  are  gnng 
to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  Board  Schools, 
The  r^ht  hon.  GentJeman  the  other  day 
i^ftoke  in  a  tone  oi  virtuous  indignatioa 
because  the  right  fa<m.  Meanber  lor 
Wolverhampton  bad  snggeated  that  it 
was  possible  that  that  Bill  might  ooms 
to  grief  in  anothet  plaoe.  I  do  not  see 
that  that  could  be  intended  as  an  impo- 
tation  upon  the  Government  unless. 
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woald  give  us  some  satisfactorj  assur- 
anoe,  they  might  tbea  get  oa  with  tiiit 
BUL  There  is  one  oUier  pomt  to  irfaioh 
I  most  refn.  I  was  vAng  to  ny  tiiai 
if  the  Oornrnment  wul  jdo  these  two 
Measores  together— not,  if  you  like,  in 
the  some  Bill — but  if  they  will  only  h*TB 
what  ia  called  a  '■  bi-metallic  tie  " — 
although  T  should  not  like  to  have  the 
bi-metallic  principle  applied  where  one 
party  gets  the  gold  and  the  othw  the 
diver— [^ou^A'er]— if  they  will  do  that  we 
shall  be  thankfal.  But  if  they  will  not  do 
that  we  must,  of  coarse,  offer  resistance  to 
a  Measure  which  otherwise  we  mi^t  be 
willing  to  support  [JtfiniBterial  erits  of 
"  Oh."]  When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
makes  an  assertion  I  accept  it,  as  I  feel 
bound  to  accept  it,  because  those  are  the 
good  manners  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  why  should  there  not  be  a  reciproca- 
tion of  the  compliment^  and  why  when  I 
make  a  statemmt  <rf  that  kind  should  it 
be  met  with  jeers  and  clamours  t  [Cheerg."] 
It  used  not  to  be  so  when  I  knew  the 
Home  <A  Commons  first.  The  behaviour 
thea  was  extremely  different  from  what 
it  is  now,  and  I  must  be  excused  if  I 
prefer  the  ancient  manners  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  those  now  in  vc^^. 
[CA«rt.]  The  second  principle  which 
was  enshrined  in  the  settlement  <^  1870 
was  that  Voluntary  Schoolsshould  always 
be  called  up<m  to  make  subscriptions 
of  a  substantial  chuacter.  lliat  was  the 
object  of  the  178.  6d.  limit.  Tou  are 
going  to  remove  it.  What  security  are 
you  about  to  give  for  the  voluntary  sub* 
Boriptions  1  Is  it  not  a  remarkable  foot, 
considering  what  a  capital  point  this  is 
in  the  whole  question  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  his  opening  speech,  did 
not  say  a  word  about  iti  He  spoke  for 
half  an  hour  expounding  tiie  details  of 
this  wonderful  voluntary  association,  but 
on  those  securiUes  to  be  given  for 
voluntary  subscription^  be  was  sHent. 
[Ckeerg.]  The  right  hem.  Member  tar 
Dartford  said — 


indeed,  it  is  taken  for  granted  and 
asserted  that  the  (Government  have  got 
the  Honse  oi  Lords  in  their  pockets.  I  do 
not  know  that  tiiat  would  be  a  very  dis- 
creetMBwtitni  tontake — ["hear,hear !  "1 — 
and  there  were  indications  last  year  that 
it  is  not  always  the  case.  But  there  is 
a  much  more  immediate  dai^r  to  any 
Bill  tiiat  provides  fands  to  do  justice  to 
Board  Stdiools,  and  that  conies  from  a 
laige  section  of  tiie  supportns  of 
Govenuient  in  ihis  Honse.  Do  they 
desire  that  equal  justice  should  be  done 
to  the  Board  Sdioolst  I  should  like 
wry  much  to  know  tbt  opinion  of  ttn& 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Boofaeeter, 
and  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Greenwich,  par  noHU Jratrtan.  Accord- 
ing to  tiie  language  we  have  always 
baud  from  ^em,  what  they  desire  is  to 
destroy  the  competition  of  the  Board 
Schools ;  bat  if  you  give  equal  justice  to 
botli  kinds  iA  sefaoole  yon  do  not  destroy 
that  competition.  At  the  great  Church 
oonferenoe  which  he  attended  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  protested  against  the  reso- 
luticMk  for  givii^  ecpal  aid  to  Board 
SoImx^  and  Viduntary  Sdiools,  to  which 
he  would  only  ocmsent  on  tbe  oondition 
of  rate«id.  But  ^en  he  is  not  going  to 
have  ratfr>aid.  If  noUe  Lord  will 
now  get  up  in  his  place  and  say  tiiat  he 
desires  a  Bill  that  will  give  equal  aid  to 
Board  SoboolB  and  Voluntary  Scho(ds, 
then  I  might  believe  in  the  probable 
saooeas  of  a  Bill  in  fiavoor  of  the  Board 
Schools.  Bat  if  he  will  not,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  likely  that  he  will,  the  ob- 
fltmction  to  tiiat  ^1  will  eome  from  tiie 
benches  below  the  Gangway  opposite. 
Well,  that  Bill  is  to  be  introduced 
late  in  the  Session,  and  what  assurance 
have  we  that  such  aBiU  as  that  would  ever 
pass  into  law  1 1  am  extremely  sceptical  on 
that  subject,  and  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Gov- 
ernment tiiat  we  are  sceptical  on  Hm 
subjeot.  If  t^ey  have  made  up  tAuar 
minds  as  to  what  they  are  going  to  do, 
why  do  not  they  give  us  more  infor- 
mation 1  If  they  would  tell  us  what  are 
the  prindples  npon  which  th^  ue  about 
to  deal  with  the  Board  Schoo!fl|  it  they 


"  he  eoM  not  but  aUnde  to  t^e  SMstion  fd  sub- 
scriptioDBtoVtdimtaiySduKtlB.  It  was  perfectly 
obrunu  that  th^  moit  not  allow  ttd a  Ueumre 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1399         Voluntartf  SchooU  {COMMONS}       {Aid  Gtmt,  Ste,).  1400 

ascertain,  it  is  clear,  how  that  matter 
stands.  If  the  OoTemment  want  this 
Bill  to  pass  easily  let  them  be  frank  witli 
the  House ;  let  them  tell  us  what  they 
are  going  to  do  with  the  Board  Schools, 
It  is  not  a  question  of  the  stopping  of 
their  legislation  with  reference  to  Volun- 
tary Schools ;  we  have  no  power  of 
moving  Amendments  in  favoor  of  the 
Board  Schools ;  but  they  cumot  be  sur- 
prised that,  in  the  ofascoril^  in  which  they 
ke^  the  question,  we  aioA  the  country 
should  believe  they  are  not  going  to  mete 
out  equal  treatment  to  the  two  kinds  of 
schools.  The  right  hoo.  Gentleman 
spoke  about  a  permanent  settlenMnt; 
he  said  that  he  wished  for  a  per 
manent  settlement.  I  think  that 
every  one  wishes  for  a  permanent 
and  friendly  settlonent.  [CA^m.]  But 
the  right  hon.  Qentlemau  loiows, 
and  every  one  knows,  that  there 
cannot  be  a  permanent  settlement 
unless  we  omne  to  an  understanding. 
I  might  appeal  to  the  principle  of  yosr 
Conciliation  BUI,  which  is  to  bring  the 
two  parties  together  in  order  that  they 
might  respectively  exchange  their  view- 
If  the  right  hon.  Qentlemoa  or  bis 
friends  were  to  come  forward  and  t4^l 
us  how — I  do  not  aay  in  detail,  but 
generally — they  are  going  to  desl 
with  the  Board  Schools,  then  there  is  a 
possibility,  nay,  a  high  probability — 
though  we  might  differ  as  to  details — 
that  a  settlement  of  this  question  mi^t 
be  arrived  at ;  and  then,  instead  of  that 
friction  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Dartmouth  so  greatly 
deplores,  we  should  have  a  friendly  dis- 
cussion across  the  fioor  as  to  t^e  method 
of  dealing  with  both  classes  of  schools. 
I  must  say  if  the  Government  per- 
sist in  holding  back  their  intention — 
["  No!"]  Why  do  you  say  "Ko"! 
Do  you  imagine  you  knowt  If  so, 
the  Gentleman  who  says  *'  No,"  most 
have  had  some  private  communica- 
tions  from  the  Government.  \Limghter\. 
Can  anybody  pretend  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  told  us  what  they  are  goiii^ 


to  go  forward  as  a  relief  to  sabacriben  tA  Volan- 
tary  Schools.  ['  Hear,  hear  ! ']  He  thought  it 
flhouM  be  a  gine  qu4  tion  in  all  cafiea  in  which 
af tdBtanco  was  to  be  given  to  the  locality-  that 
there  Hhoald  bo  gome  guurantee  on  the  part  of 
the  locality  that  the  existing  subscriiitions  fihuold 
be  maintauied." 

Everybody  feels  that  is  one  of  the  vital 
and  most  fundamental  conditions  of  this 
great  question,  and  on  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  absolutely  silent.  [Cheers]. 
That  carries  with  it  another  vital 
principle,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
popular  control.  [Cheers],  Why  is  it 
that  the  Voluntary  Schools  are  allowed  to 
be  conducted  without  popular  control  T 
Is  it  on  the  ground  of  their  volun- 
tary subscriptions  1  [Cheera.]  But  you 
are  attempting,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  get 
rid  of  the  necessity  for  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions and  yet  to  exclude  popular 
control.  There  again  this  Bill  runs 
directly  and  diametrically  contrary 
to  the  fundaments!  principles  the 
Act  of  1870. .  I  confess  that  I  heard 
wiUi  great  satisfaction  ihe  speech  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East  Mayo 
as  to  popular  control.  On  the  part  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  which  is 
not  less  denominational  than  the  English 
Church,  he  declared  in  favour  a£  the 
principle  of  popular  contral.  ["  Hear, 
hear  !  "]  Why,  I  should  like  to  aak,  is 
the  Anglican  Communion  more  trfraid  of 
the  pet^le  than  the'Church  of  Rome  in 
this  country  ?  [Cheers.]  Yet  this  is  a 
most  important  declaration  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  and  I  have 
seen  it  made  in  public  by  Cardinal 
Yaughan — 

Me.  J.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  And  by 
all  the  Bishops. 

*SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Yes, 
and  by  all  the  Bishops.  Here  then  are 
the  Bishops  of  the  Church  of  Rome  who 
are  not  ^raid  of  the  people— [Jl/tnis- 
tericU  cries  of  *'  Oh,  oh !  "  and  counter 
cheers] — while  the  Bishops  and  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  England  are  the  ene- 
mies of  popular  control.  [*'  No,  no  "  and 
cheers.]  Then  you  are  willing  to  accept 
popular  control.     [Cheers.]     We  must 

Sir  William  Ilareourt. 
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to  do  for  the  Board  Schools,  how  much 
money  they  propose  to  set  apart  for  them, 
and  on  what  principle  they  are  going  to 
deal  with  them  ?  Let  the  Government 
make  those  declarations  and  then  we  nhall 
have  some  hope  that  these  di»cu»Hion3 
upon  education  will  be  conducted  in  the 
spirit  we  all  desire  they  should  be  con- 
ducted, and  the  House  of  Commons  will 
be  able  to  act  without  any  friction  or 
Party  feeling  in  discharge  <^  its  duties  in 
regard  to  this  great  subject.  [Cheers.] 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  At  this 
late  hour  of  the  evening  I  certainly 
ahonld  not  have  presumed  to  detain  the 
House  more  than  a  few  minutes,  but  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will, 
I  am  sure,  be  felt  by  the  House  to  deserve 
some  reply.  [Cheers.]  I  think  on  the 
whole  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  that 
speech.  Of  course  I  am  a  prejudiced 
listener,  but  I  thought  it  was  a  bit  dis- 
cursive— [laughter] — and  that  some 
parts  were  a  little  superfluous.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  I  thought  it  was  quite  un- 
necessary that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  lecture  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  spirit  of  Mr.  Turveydrop  upon  its 
deportment.  [Laughter.]  It  seemed  to 
me  not  to  deserve  the  criticisms  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  addressed  to  it. 
But  I  think  we  are  indebted  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  becanse  there  was  after 
all  in  his  speech  an  indication  of  the  main 
issue,  which  he,  at  all  events,  wishes 
to  be  considered  as  the  question 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us,  as 
many  Members  on  that  side  of  the  House 
have  told  us,  that  they  are  quite  willing 
to  give  assistance  to  necessitous  Volun- 
tary Schools.  They  have  shown  their 
willtngnees  by  obstructing  this  Bill. 
[Cheers  anfl  laughter.]  But  while  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  deeply  attached 
to  the  future  of  Voluntary  Schools,  and 
while  he  is  desirous  to  go  as  tar  as  the 
Oovemment  in  preserving  them  from 
extinction,  he  is  e^raid  lest  we  should  do 
an  injustice  to  the  Board  School  system ; 
and  he  said  that  the  great  object  of  his 
VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  sbrib.<!.] 


Party  is  to  prevent  us  from  depressing 
the  Board  Schools  and  from  infringing 
the  principle  of  equality  which  was  set 
up  by  the  Act  of  1870.  Etjuality  is  a 
very  fine  thing,  but  it  requires  a  little 
definition ;  and  I  should  like  to  know 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  means  by 
equality  between  the  Board  Schools  and 
the  Voluntary  Schools  of  the  country. 
[Cheers.]  The  Voluntary  Schools  and 
the  Board  Schools  are,  as  he  says, 
at  present  absolutely  equal  in  r^ard  to 
their  claims  upon  the  Imperial  Exchequer. 
—[cheers] — and  the  Voluntary  Schools 
cannot  get  a  penny  from  the  rates.  Is 
that  equality  ? 

•Sir  WILLIAM  HARC0T7RT  :  I  was 
speaking  of  equality  as  established  by  the 
Act  of  1870  and  as  defined  by  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire.  [Cheers.] 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  always  anxious  to 
throw  off  responsibility  upon  absent 
people.  [Cheers  and  laughter.]  I  know 
nothing  about  what  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire may  have  said  on  this  particular 
point.  [Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh  !"]  But 
I  will  answer  for  him  to  this  extent — that 
he  never  said  and  never  pretended  and 
thought  that  the  condition  of  things  as 
between  Board  Schools  and  Voluntary 
Schools  were  equal  in  regard  to  the  rates. 
[Cheers.]  That  is  one  point  then  as  to 
which  equality  has  to  be  specially  defined 
before  we  can  call  it  equality  at  all.  It 
is  equality  in  inequality  as  defined  by 
the  Act  of  1870,  which  never  pretended 
to  be  equal.  [*'  Hear,  hear  ! "]  But  that  is 
not  all.  The  Board  Schools  at  the  pre- 
sent time  have  under  the  Act  of  1870 
recourse  to  extra  assistance  from  the 
State  when  they  are  necessitous.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  as  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth ;  and  he  has  studied  some  extracts 
bearing  upon  tlie  educational  condition  of 
West  Monmouth.  But  he  has  not  gone 
far  enough.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
went  as  far  as  what  I  am  going  to  tell 
him.  Last  year  the  Board  Schools  of 
Monmouthshire  were  either  paid  or  tliere 
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was  payable  to  them  £1,400  over  and 
above  the  grant — [cAotm] — under  the  ex- 
ceptional clause  of  the  Act.  Is  that 
equality?  [Cheer8.'\  Is  the  right  hon. 
(ientl^an  prepared  to  pay  at  the  same 
rate  to  all  the  Voluntary  Schools  of  the 
country?  Why,  Sir.  we  are  removing 
inequalities.  [Cheert,  and  Opposition 
crxp^i  (>/■ "  Oh  !  "  ]  I  am  almost  afraid  to 
say  it,  but  we  are  aln  equalising  and  a 
levelling  Government.  \LauglUer.'\  Now 
we  go  a  step  further.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  he  is  quite  in  favour 
of  assisting  Voluntary  Schools  which  are 
in  danger  of  extinction.  That  is 
the  object  of  this  Bill.  \Ckeert  and 
ironic(d  laughter^  We  are  so  far 
carrying  out  the  earnest 
the  nght  hon.  Gentleman. 
Then  why  does  he  denounce  us  for  a 
job?  Why  does  he  denounce  us  for 
class  legislation  ?  Why  does  he  say  we 
are  giving  this  money  to  our  friends  ? 
*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  You 
are  giving  it  only  to  them. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Sir,  it  is 
absolutely  untrue.    We  are  not  giving 


by  this  grant  to  the  Voluntary  Schools, 
as  if  we  were  talcing  money  from  the 
taxes  of  the  country  aad  putting  it  into 
the  pockets  of  private  individuals.  We 
are  doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  \Cheen.\ 
Let  me  take  a  concrete  instance.  Hoe 
is  Birmingham,  about  which  I  know  is 
much — well,  as  the  right  hon.  GentlenuD 
knows  about  West  Monmouthshire. 
\^Loud  laughier.'\  We  have  got  Schocd 
Boards  in  Burmingham.  We  are  prood 
of  it.  We  are  proud  of  the  Board 
Schools  of  Birmingham  aa  institutions  of 
the  town,  and  anything  that  was  cakn- 
lated  to  depress  them  or  to  do 
injustice  to  them  would  be  resented  fay 
every  elector  in  the  town.  [**Hear, 
desires  of  ■  hear  !  "] 

[Laughter.]  ]  ♦SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  That 
is  why  the  Chairman  of  the  School 
Board  voted  against  yon.  [Lottd  Opp^ 
tion  cheers.] 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN^ :  The 
Chairman  of  that  Board  is  a  follower  nf 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himadf,  uid  be 
is  not  in  the  House.  [Prolonged  Mini*- 
terial  cheers  and  latighter.\     I  am  nt* 


it  to  our  friends.    [Cheers  and  cries  of .  afraid  to  face  my  constituency  on  thii 


Oh  !  "]  I  doubt  very  much  wbethw 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  I<^cianB. 
[Laughter.]  They  are  admirable  poli- 
ticians and  partisans,  because  they 
cheer  everything  that  comes  from  their 
Leader.  [A  Liberal  Member,  *'  We 
stick  to  our  own  side."]  When  we  gave 
relief  to  agriculture,  if  it  were  true,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentieman  contended, 
that  that  relief  went  to  the  landlords — 
which  we  always  deny — [cAeers] — but 
if  that  relief  went  to  the  landlords,  you 
might  truly  say  we  gave  it  to  our  friends, 
because  it  went  into  the  landlords' 
pockets.  But  into  whose  pockets  will 
this  grant  go  ?  Who  will  be  peculiarly 
and  piuticularly  benefited  by  the  grant 
to  Voluntary  Schools  1  [Opposition  cries 
q/""  The  Parsons."]  No,  it  is  not.  The 
people  who  will  benefit  by  the  grant  are 
the  whole  community  of  the  rat^nyers. 
[Chsers.]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
talks  about  the  ratepayers  being  injured 
J/r.  J.  Chamheriain. 


subject,  I  have  done  so  already.  [Cheers.] 
What  is  the  state  of  the  case  in  Birm- 
ingham ?  It  is,  that  while  we  have  Boanl 
Schools  which  deal  with  the  lar^r  pro- 
portion of  the  children  <^  the  city,  we 
have  also  very  efficient  VoInntarT 
Schools.  ["  Hear,  hear ! "]  I  doabt  tott 
much  whether  there  will  be  a  large  daiai 
on  behalf  of  t^e  necessitous  Voluntarc 
Schools  in  Birmingham.  ["Hear,  hear  I 
But  if  these  Schools  were  neceasitovs. 
and  if  they  were  allowed  to  be  extis- 
guished,  the  result  would  be  that  the 
School  Rate,  which  at  the  present  mcKDOtt 
in  Birmingham  is  Is.  0^.  in  the  pound, 
would  be  raised  to  Is.  9d.  [Chfer$.] 
The  question  for  the  ratepayers,  which  I 
have  put  before  them,  and  by  which  1 
am  content  to  stand  or  fall,  is  whether 
they  would  prefer  to  give  a  small  grant 
as  contributions  to  the  Voluntary  Scbonk. 
in  order  to  preserve  these  schocJs  fnm 
extinction, 'or  whether  they  would  paj 
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Is.  Dd.  in  the  pound  as  school  rate  ia 
order  to  have  a  theoretically  complete 
and  uniform  system  1  [Ch'ers.^  And 
what  is  the  position  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  1  Although  he  goes  out  of 
his  way  most  uonecessarily  to  taunt  us 
with  motives  in  this  matter,  he  agrees 
with  our  oonolosion  and  object,  and  is 
willing  to  give  the  money  which  is  neces- 
sary to  preserve  the  Voluntary  Schools 
from  extinction  ;  but  he  says  there  must 
Ije  equality  in  regard  to  the  Board 
Schools.  [Opposition  cheers.]  I  quite 
agree.  Only,  perhaps,  my  definition  of 
equality  may  be  somewhat  different  from 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
[Lauffhter.]  Are  the  Board  Schools  in  the 
same  position  as  the  Voluntary  Schools  1 
The  Voluntary  School  has  no  resource 
T>eyond  the  Government  grant  and  the 
voluntary  subeoription.  If  those  two 
are  exhausted  and  its  funds  are  still 
insufficient,  it  must  go  to  the  wall. 
What  is  the  position  of  the  Board  School  1 
The  Board  School  has  the  grant,  and 
it  has  in  addition  the  almost  bot- 
tomless purse  of  the  ratepayer — ["hear, 
hear !  "] — and,  Sir,  until  you  can  show  in 
regard  to  the  Board  School  t^t  the 
purse  of  the  ratepayer  is  not  bottomless, 
or,  at  all  events,  that  the  demand  on  the 
purse  of  the  ratepayer  has  already  gone 
to  the  extreme  limit  justice,  you  can- 
not pretend  that  the  Bcnrd  Schools  are 
necessitious.  [Cheers.]  It  is  perfectly 
absurd — perfectiy  absurd.  You  contend 
Id  Birmingham,  for  instance,  where  there 
is  now  a  shilling  rate,  that  you  are  called 
upon  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  ratepayers 
of  Birmingham,  and  to  give  us  5s.  a 
head  upon  all  the  children  in  the  Board 
Schools,  Well,  Sir,  we  never  asked  for 
anything  of  the  kind,  but  if  we  did,  and 
if  that  is  your  view,  what  is  tiiat  you  are 
doing  ?  What  is  it  that  is  proposed  1  It 
is  not  a  grant  to  Board  Schools.  I  do 
not  see  my  hon.  Friend  and  colleague  the 
Member  for  the  Edgbaston  Division 
here,  but  it  is  not  as  he  seemed  to  sup- 
pose a  question  of  Board  Scliools  against 
'  Voluntary  Schools — the  Board  Schools 
in  any  case  are  safe — but  it  a  question 
between  the  ratepayer  uid  the  Imperial 
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taxpayer.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The  ques- 
tion is  not  in  any  Strict  as  to  whether 
the  Board  School  should  be  extinguished 
— that  is  impossible  ;  but  the  question  is 
whether  a  particular  ratepayer  should  be 
burdened  beyond  what  is  just,  and 
whether  in  his  case  au  additional  charge 
should  be  thrown  upon  the  Imperial  tax- 
payer. ["  Hear,  hear ! "]  Now,  if  I 
have  made  that  clear  the  whole  case  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  falls  to  the 
ground.  [Cheert.]  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Edgbaston  Division, 
whose  capacity,  whose  interest  in  tiie 
subject,  and  whose  convictions  on  the 
subject  we  all  respect,  rested  his  argu- 
ment upon  the  fact  that  the  Board 
Schools  and  Board  School  education  ia 
going  to  be  injured.  I  say  that  is  abso- 
lutely impossible.  I  say  that  there  is 
nothing  in  this  Bill,  if  it  were  to  be 
passed  to-morrow,  that  could  by  any 
possibility  damage  or  put  in  a  worse 
position  th&u.  now  any  single  Board 
School  in  the  country.  As  to  whether 
ratepayers  in  certain  Board  School 
districts  are  being  unfairly  taxed,  that 
is  a  question  which  is  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
to  which  the  Government  have  pro- 
mised to  call  your  attention.  But  to 
pub  the  two  things  in  the  same  scale,  to 
say  that  one  thing  cannot  be  dealt  with 
without  the  other,  is  to  attempt  to 
compare  two  things  which  are  incom- 
parable, and  is  surely  absurd  and  a 
fraud  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  House. 
(Cheers.)  Let  me  make  my  way  clear  so 
far  as  I  have  gone.  I  think  I  have 
shown  that,  whatever  may  be  the  case 
for  the  poor  Board  schools,  it  does  not 
affect  the  Board  school  education  ;  it  is 
a  totally  different  question;  it  is  an 
economic  question ;  it  is  the  ratepayers' 


question.  ["  Hear,  hear ! "]  Very  well ; 
then  I  say  we  are  entitled  to  deal  with 
it  separately,  we  are  entitied  to  deal  with 
it  at  a  separate  time ;  and  we  are  en- 
titled, if  we  like,  to  put  it  second ;  but 
we  have  not  attempted  to  put  it  second, 
except  in  point  of  time,  [/ronicai  Oppo- 
$iiion  cAesr*].  Well,  our  time  is  not 
wholly  our  own.  [Laitghter.]  But  we 
at  all  events  pledge  oureelves  to  this — if 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will  ^veus  rea- 
sonable time  we  will  deal  with  tiiis  matter, 
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even  i^Uiough  it  is  not  as  Ihave  shown,  as 
urgent  and  as  pressing,  and  we  will  deal 
with  it  in  the  Kame  Session.  [CA«er«.] 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  Oh, 
that  is  not  enough  for  us.  AVe  are  of  a 
suapioious  disposition.  [Laughter.^ 
We  do  not  trust'  you.**  yOppoaUvm 
cheer8.'\  We  never  asked  for  your  con- 
fidence. [Loud  MijiUUrial  ckeeri.^ 
"No,"  says  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 

"  we  must  have  assorances.  "W'e  must  see  yonr 
Bill.  Bring  yonr  Bill  before  as.  Lay  it  on  the 
table.  Let  ns  see  what  it  ia,  and  then  you  can- 
not conceive  what  Bucfess  wo  will  bring  you, 
how  wo  will  nuh  through  this  Bill,  what  room 
we  will  make  for  the  other  legislation,  for  thoxe 
Bocial  reffmns' which  we  are  taunting  you  with 
not  IniDging  forward." 

I  confess  that  nothing  amuses  me  more 
than  the  different  views  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  takes  according  to  the 
quarter  of  the  House  in  which  he  sits. 
[Ironical  lauffkter.]  Why,  Sir,  we  are 
to  bring  forward  this  Bill  which  does 
not  deal  pari  materia  with  the  other ; 
we  are  to  bring  it  forward  at  the  same 
time ;  produce  it  and  show  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was,  T  think,  in  the 
Cabinet  which  brought  forward  the  last 
Reform  Bill.  Does  he  remember  the 
position  whioh  he  and  Uie  Ooremment 
of  Mr.  Gladstone  took  upcm  that  occasion 
with  regard  to  Redistribution  and  the 
Franchise  1  ["  Hear,  hear !  "1  He  was 
challenged  then  to  produce  his  Redis- 
tribution of  Seats  Bill  before  he  went  on 
with  the  Franchise  Bill.  He  absolutely 
I'efused  to  do  so,  and  why  did  he  refuse  1 
Because,  he  said,  the  Opposition  of  that 
day  would  use  the  Redistribution 
Bill  to  delay  the  Franchise  Bill. 
He  said,  "We  will  get  our  Franchise 
Bill  through  and  then  ve  will  produce 
the  Redistribution  Bill,"  and  we  say  the 
same.  [CA«ers,]  We  well  get  our 
Voluntary  Schools  Bill  through  before 
we  produce  the  other  Bill ;  but  when  we 
produce  our  Board  School  Bill  we  will 
deal  equally  with  it  in  this  sense— where 
there  is  a  necessitous  Board  School,  and 
a  necessitous  Board  School  district,  we 
will  give  it  adequate  assistance,  and, 
having  done  that,  we  shall  have  done 
exactly  the  same  for  the  Board  School 
that  we  are  now  doing  for  (^e  Voluntary 
School.  I  have  only  one  word  more  to 
say  before  I  sit  down,  t  confess  I  looked 
forward  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  with  especial  interest,  for  I 

I  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 


'  expected  an  apolc^ia  from  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  inconsistency  with  which 
hehas  beencharged.    Sir,  the  consistency 
!  of  the  right  hem.  Gentleman  is  une  <rftbe 
'  prioeleKS  possessions  of  the  House  of 
Commons.     [Z^ttghter  and   long  awi 
eontittuefl   Opposition  ironical  cJuw.^ 
I  regret  that  the  explanation  lie  gaTe 
was  not  entirely  satis^ctory  to  my  mind. 
He  was  challenged  with    saying  thai 
grants  that  go  in  relief  of  the  rates  were 
relief  of  the  landlord. 
'  *SiR  WILLIAM   HARCOURT:  1 
'  said  the  reli^  under  the  Agricidtoral 
Rates  Act  was  reli^  of  the  landlords. 

Mb.  chamberlain  :  Well,  tie 
right  hon.  Gentlemui  was  changed  vitfc 
saying  that  the  relief  cit  the  rates  wk 
relief  of  the  landlord  in  the  case  of  tiie 
Agricultural  Rates  Act.  It  is  curioos 
that  the  Agricultural  Rates  Bill  dealt 
with  all  these  rates,  and  it  dealt  with  the 
very  poor  districts  with  which  we  we 
going  to  deal  with  in  this  Bill.  It  is  a 
most  singular  thing  that  th»  ri^t  boo. 
Gentleman  now  ei^eavours  to  estabUslia 
difierence  between  the  poution  of  the 
identical  ratepayer  in  the  case  of  the 
Agricultural  Bates  Bill  uid  in,  the  cue 
of  liiis  Bill.  He  says  that  when  a  imn 
receives,  say,  6d.  from  the  Agricnltoia! 
Rates  Bill  it  goes  immediately  throogb 
him  into  the  pocket  of  the  landlord ;  and 
when  he  receives  6d.  out  of  this  Bfll  it 
stops  in  his  own  pocket.  [A  lau^ 
That  is  an  explanation  which  I  do 
understand,  and  which  to  me  explains  no- 
thing. [Laughter.'^  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  argument  is  clear  that  the  iDcid- 
ence  oi  the  rate  must  be  the  same  in  dl 
cases,  and  if  it  goes  into  the  pocket  <i 
the  landlord  in  &e  case  of  the  Agrical- 
tural  Relief  Bill,  it  goes  into  it  equallr 
in  this  case.  Of  course  the  right  boa. 
Gentleman  will  say  that  I  have  made  iw 
special  study  of  this  subject.  I  imagia* 
that  knowledge  on  it  is  confined  exdn- 
sively  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlonan  aad 
to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Lonl 
of  the  Admiralty.  [Laiighter.'\  I  ac 
convinced  of  this — I  could  find  muy 
speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Oentlemu 
opposite  in  whioh  he  has  again  and  mpsa 
alluded  to  this  view  of  his — that  the 
rate  falls  ultimately  not  upon  the  ooea- 
pier,  but  on  the  man  behind  hino.  Aid 
although  it  may  be  convenient  for  the 
purposes  of  argument,  it  -is  nevertbdcK 
extremely  illt^cal  to  apply  a  difiiereBE 
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test  to  the  two  Bills.  ■  Sir,  the  moral  of 
this  Debate  is  this — that,  although  it 
may  be  lawful  to  learn  from  an 
enemy,  it  would  be  extremely  unwise 
to  take  their  advice.  [CkMn  and 
lauffhier.'\  We  have  our  own  course  to 
pursue ;  we  are  governed  by  our  own 
pledges — [cheers  and  counter-cheers] — 
and  we  slwU  proceed  to  carry  them  out. 
[ChefrsJ]  We  have  brought  in  a  Bill 
which  will  give  effect  to  one  pledge  that 
appeared  in  the  great  majority  uf  the 
addresses  of  our  own  party  ;  which  will 
save  the  Voluntary  SchoolH  from  extinc- 
tion, and  bring  aid,  and  adequate  aid, 
where  it  is  most  needed.  We  know  that 
this  Bill  is  an  effective  way  of  securing 
that  object,  and  we  believe  that,  making 
all  allowance  for  Parliamentary  pro- 
cedure, it  is  the  quickest  way.  We  are 
quite  certain  that  we  shall  not  hasten 
our  procedure  or  improve  the  prospects 
of  our  policy  by  accepting  the  advise  of 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  and  bringing 
in  another  Bill  at  the  same  time.  [Loud 
cheera.\ 

*Me.  JOHN  McLEOD  (Sutherland) 
on  rising  was  received  with  loud  cries  of 
*'  Divide."  After  a  vain  effort  to  make 
himself  heard,  the  hon.  Member  shouted 
oat,  ^'  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  to  move  the 
Adjournment  d  the  Delate."  [Jlltnui- 
Urial  laughter  and  Opposition  cA«(tr«.] 

*Me.  speaker  :  I  could  not  put 
that  question.  [Ministerial  cheers.]  At 
the  same  time  I  hope  the  House  will 
give  a  hearing  to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
[Opposition  cheers.] 

*Mb.  McLEOD  said  he  desired  to  call 
attention  to  a  matter  that  was  of  very 
great,  even  of  supreme,  importance  to 
the  part  of  the  country  from  which  he 
came — ^namelyj  where  Scotland  came  in 
in  tikis  matter.  That  question  had  not 
been  answered  during  the  Debate.  On 
Monday  evening  the  Chancellor  <^  the 
Exchequer  made  an  explanation  to  the 
effect  that  there  was  to  be  no  equivalent 
grant  to  Scotland  in  regard  to  the  grant 
from  public  funds  to  voluntary  schools 
in  England.  On  the  following  day  a 
question  was  put  to  the  Chancellor  of 
tJie  Exchequer  on  the  subject  by  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Government,  and  he  then 
replied  that  whilst  the  Treasury  did  not 
admit  that  Scotland  had  a  right  to  an 
equivalent  gruit  they  would  be  prepared 
to  give  fair  aid  to  primary  education. 


But  primary  education  was  already  pro- 
vided for  in  Scotland.  ["  Hear,  hear  ! "] 
This  meant  getting  no  aid  at  all.  The 
statement  that  Scotland  was  not  entitled 
to  an  equivalent  grant  was  entirely  out 
with  the  facts.  How  the  matter  stood 
was  laid  down  by  the  late  Mr.  Craig 
Sellar  in  his  **  Manual  on  the  Education 
Acts."  The  hon.  Gentleman  then  quoted 
from  Mr.  Sellar.  It  was  perfectly  clear 
therefore  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  entirely  wrong  in  saying  that 
the  Treasury  were  never  committed  to  an 
equivalent  grant  for  education  in  Scot- 
land ;  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  every  single 
case  where  a  grant  in  aid  had  been  made 
to  Scotland  a  portion  had  been  devoted  to 
educational  purposes.  It  was  impossible 
for  a  Scotch  Member  to  be  too  early  in 
taking  exception  to  the  dictum  d  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he 
made  his  protest  against  what  he  thought 
a  most  iniquitous  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  Government.  [Interruptions  which 
rendered  the  hon.  Mrmber  inrntdibU.] 
He  did  not  pretend  to  be  an  educa- 
cational  authority  or  a  financial  expert, 
and  English  Members  must  settle  the 
matter  of  giving  aid  to  denominational 
schools  with  their  constituents,  but  as  a 
Scotch  Member,  he  would  feel  himself 
unworthy  of  a  seat  in  the  House  if  he 
did  not  protest  in  the  most  emphatic 
manner  against  a  proposal  to  do  Scot- 
land out  of  her  equivalent  grant.  The 
House  was  aware  that,  in  the  financial 
relations  between  England,Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  Scotland  was  at  a  much  greater 
disadvantage  even 'than  Ireland. 

•Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  enter  upon  the  general  question 
of  the  financial  relations. 

*Mr.  McLEOD  regretted  that  he  had 
trespassed.  Still  the  point  he  wished  to 
make  was  this,  tiiat  in  his  humUe  judg- 
ment the  House  should  show  more  than 
ordinary  consideration  in  this  matter, 
inasmuch  as,  according  to  general 
opinion,  Scotland  had  been  very  hardly 
treated  in  other  financial  relations. 
[Loud  cries  of  "Divide"]  He  again 
asserted  the  daim  of  Scotland  for  an 
equivBlent  grant  lor  the  aid  (tf  secondary 
education,  and  appealed  in  turn  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Solicitor 
General,  to  make  some  statement  before 
tbey  asked  even  iAtar  own  Scottish 
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supporters  to  vote  for  a  proposal  which  ;  Resolution      The  House  dir'ded ;  Ayta, 
would  extract  money  from  the  Scot- :  283,  Noes  99. 
tish  taxpayer  without  retnmiog  any  • 

equivalent.  i     The  announcement  of  the  figures 

Question  put,  "That  this  House  doth  '  received  with  loud  Ministerial  cfaecn 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  I  (Division  List — No.  17 — appended.) 


Abraham,  'William  {Cork,  N.ti.) 
Aird,  John  { 
AUhiueD,Aa{^sta8  Henry  Bden' 
AllBojm,  Hon.  Ueorge 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster,  Hufih  O. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Baden-lWflU,  Sir  Geo.  Smyth 
Baf;Y)t,  Capt.  Joceline  FitzRoy 
Baillie,  James  E.  B.  (Ini'emeiis) 
Bslcarres,  Lord 
BaMwin,  Alfred 
Bal{oar,Rt.  Hoc.  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Gerald  William  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bany,  A.  H.  Smith-  (Hunts.) 
Bartley,  George,  C.  T. 
Bathnret,  Hon.  Alien  Benjamin 
Bflach,Bt.  Hn.  Six  M.  H.(Briiitol) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhowna^gree,  M.  U. 
Bigr^'ood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 
Bond,  Edward 
Boflcawen,  Arthur  GrifGth- 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Brodrick,  Kt  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bnllard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  James  A. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.W.  (Derbyshire) 
Cecil,  I-ord  Hugh 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Bir.) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Chdsea,  Visctnint 
dare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  I)ouglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Bfmjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Bt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomo,  Sir  John  Charles  Eeady 
Colstfln,  Chae.  Edw.  H.  (Athole) 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds.) 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  KadoUfie(Herel'd) 
Cox,  Robert 
Cranboume,  Viscount 
Crean,  Eugene 
CrippB,  CSurlfls  AUred 


AYES. 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
I  Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  ^Bolton) 
'  Currie,  Sir  Donald 
Curzon,Rt.Hn.G.N.(Unc.S.W.) 
Ciirzon,  Viscount  (Bucks) 
Dalbiac,  Jlajor  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
D«ne,  PUchard  M. 
Darling,  Charles  John 
Davenport,  W.  Bromjey- 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
DiUon,  John 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William  Hart 
B^wards,  Gen.  Sir  James  Bevan 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Thomas 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finch-Hatton,  Hon.  Harold  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fairbank,  Jos^h  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Havra 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  'C.  Penrose 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viaconnt 
Foster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  R.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  JobuMm 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Oibbs,  Hn.  A.G.H.(City  of  Lon.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godspn,  Augustus  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.G'rg'B.) 
Gosfthen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Walford  D.(Wdnesburj-) 
Greville,  Captain 
GhiU,  Sir  Cameron 
Qunter,  Colonsl 
Hals^,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamgton,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 


I  Hanbury,  Rt.Hon.  Jtubett  Wa. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Tliomaa  Lsigh 
Ha^-elock-AUan,  GenendSirE 
Heath,  James 
Holder,  Augustufi 
Hermon-Hodge,  RobfrrtTroCtc 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Uill,Rt.Hn.Lord  ArthorfBon 
Hoare,£dw.  Brodie(Ham[iita^ 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich; 
Hobhonse.  Henzy 
Hornby,  WiUiam  Hmry 
Holdsworth,  S>ir  Wm.  Hem; 
Howell,  W^illiam  Todor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelj-n 
Hudson,  George  Bickerste& 
Hunt,  Sir  Frederick  Stm^ 
Hutton,  John  (YocIcb.  2UL^ 
Isaacson,  Frederick  'Woottn 
Jameson,  Itajor  J.  Eastace 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhoasp 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Prederirk 
Jesseli,  Captain  Herbert  UetOE 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast! 
Johnstone,  John  H.  (Smwi 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  G«orge 
Kemp,  George 
Eennj,  William 
Eennck,  William 
Kenyon,  Jamea 
Kenyon-Slane^,  Col.  WAIm 
Kilbride,  Dems 
King,  Sir  Heni7  Scymsmz 
Knowles,  Lees 

Knox,  Edmond  Francis  Tevr 

Lafone,  Alfred 
liawrence,  Edwin  (Com*iI! 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yotb 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (lAmiaaim' 
I^ecky,  William  Edward  R 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Btrkenhsif 
Llewelyn,  SirDillvyn{SwBe« 
Lockwood,  Ll-Cd.  A.  B.'Eaa 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Bukm 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  ^-nsttt 
Long,  Rt.Hn  .Walter  ( LivajK 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Bhadvdl,  WiUiuB 
MacAIeese,  I^niel 
Macartney,  W.  G.  TvUiK'B 
Macdona,  John  Cnnuning 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Jt^n  Wniiam 
M'Calmont,  Haj.-Gn.^Aat'mJT 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  ^LetcK 
M'Eillop,  James 
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Hankin,  James 

R-isch,  llajor  Frederic  Came 

Kensh^w,  Charles  Bine 

IViitoiil,  .lamna  Alexauder 

liichardtion,  Thomas 

Ridley, Rt.Hon..Sir  Matthew  W. 

ilttchiu,Ut.  Hon.  Ohas/rhomson 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Boche,  Hon.  James  ( l^t  Kerry) 

lioche,  John  (East  Galway) 

Round,  Janiee 

Kii98eU,('oI.  F.  S. (Cheltenham) 
Russell,  tiir  (ieorge  (Hurkshire) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saundenton,  Col.  Edw.  James 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scobel,  Sir  Andrew  lUchard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sheehy,  David 

Hidehotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Stdebottom,  Wtlliam  (Oerbyah.) 
Rinolair,  Louis  (Rotniord) 
Rbewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christrhuroh) 
Smith,  Hon.  \V.  F.  D.  (Strand; 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanca.) 
Stanlev,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirlinfir-MaxweU,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Bmjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 

NOES. 


Sturt,  Hon.  Hnm^y  Naper 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Weatmeath) 

Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

TnUmt,  John  (J.  (Oxford.  Univ.) 

Taylor,  Francis 

Thomburn,  Walter 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Tomlioson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 

Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Valentia.  Viscount 

Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 

Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 

Warkworth,  Lord 

Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 

Webster,Sir  B.E.(lBle  of  Wight) 

Welby,  Lt-CoL  A.  C.  E. 

Whiteley,  Oeo^  (Stockport) 

Whiteley,H.  (Aahton-under-L.) 
I  Whitmore,  Charlee  Algernon 
,  Williams,  Colonel  R.  fDorset) 
I  WilliamSiJosophPowell-fBirm.) 
I  Willoughby  de  Ereeby,  Lord 
I  Willox,  John  Archibald 

Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worc'sh.  N.) 

Wodehouse,  Edmond  R.  (Bathl 
;  Wortley  Et.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 

Wyndlim-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
I  Wyvill,  Marmadiike  D'Aroy 
I  Younger,  William 

I    TcLLSBs  FOR  THE  Atbs,  Sir 
I  William   Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Uassey-Mainwaring,  Ha.  W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lanciahire) 
Milbank,  Powlett  Charles  John 
Miller,  Sir  Frederick  Ueorge 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charlej  James 
Montaga,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robe^t  Jasper 
Kfount,  William  treorge 
Murdoch,  Charles  Towiishend 
Murray,  Rt.Hn.A.Graham  ( Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian' 
Northcote,  Hon.  SirH.  Stafford 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'MaUev,  William 
O'NiaU,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Gwing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Farkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Arthur  (Darlington) 
Penn, John 

Phillpotte,  Captain  Arthur 
l*ierpoint,  Robert 
Pinkerton,  John 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Prettj^mian,  Capt.  Ernest  Ueorge 
Porvu,  Robert 


Acland,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  H.  Dyke 
AlIen,Wm.  (New.-under-Lyme) 
Arch,  Joseph 

Asqnith,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  Hoiy. 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Birrell,  Augnstine 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

BnMOhurs),  Henry 

Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Bybnm 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  Jamee 

Cameron,  Robert 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Colville,  John 

Davies,  M.  Vanghan«(Cardigan) 
Davies,  W.  Rees-  (Pembroke.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Doughty,  George 
DuDD,  Sir  William 
EUis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorf^n) 
Evan^Sir  Francis  H.(Son^'on) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro  (Leith) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derbv  Co.) 
Fowler,Rt.Hn.airHnry.(Worn) 
madstone,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 
'  tJoddard,  Daniel  Ford 


Gourley,  Sir  Edward  Tomperley 

Griffiths,  Ellis  J. 

Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 

Harcoort,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWilUam 

Harrison,  Charles 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Sbale- 

HazeU,  Walter 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H. 

Holburn,  J.  G. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  (Morley) 
Jacoby^  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh.) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kinloch,Sir  John  George  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
Iiawson,Sir  Wilfrid(Cumb*land.) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
.  Lloyd-George,  David 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (Y'ort) 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  ThomHB 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
M'Ewan,  William 
iPKenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.Hn.  John  (MontroM) 
Morton,  Edward  John  Chalmers 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northomb.) 


Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.  (Durham) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pirie,  Captain  Duncan  Vernon 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snovden 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott.  Charles  Prestwich 
Sinclair,  Captain  John  (Forfar) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abd  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.{Norfolk) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R) 
Woodall,  William 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tbllbbs  fob  ths  Noks,  Mr 
Thomas  Ellis  and  Mr,  R.  K. 
Cauaton. 
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Mr.  speaker  :  Who  will  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  Bill  t 

Thb  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY: The  Chaocellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Sir  John  Gont,  the  Solicitor- 
General,  and  myself. 


Bill  to  provide  for  a  Grant  ont  of  the 
Exchequer  in  aid  of  Voluntary  Elemen- 
tary Schools,  and  for  the  exemption  from 
rates  of  those  schools,  and  to  repeal  part 
of  Section  19  <^  The  Elementary  Educa- 
tion Act  1876 ;  presented  accordingly, 
amid  renewed  Ministerial  cheers,  and 
Read  the  First  time;  to  be  Read  the 
Second  time  upon  Thursday  next,  and 
to  be  printed— [Bill  119.] 


MIMTABY  WORKS  (MONEY)  BILL. 
Second  Beading  deferred   till  To- 
morrow. 


PUBLIC   HEAUH   (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  To- 
morrow. 


BERRIEW  SCHOOL  BILL. 
Second  Reading  deferred  till 
morrow. 


To- 


Petitions, 
MOTION, 
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MILITARY   LANDS   ACT  (1892) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Second  Reading  deferred   till  To- 
morrow. 


LAW  OP  EVIDENCE  (CRIMINAL  CASES) 
BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 


SHOP    ASSISTANTS  (HALF-HOUDAY) 
BILL. 

Second  Beading  deferred    tilt  To> 

morrow. 


WORKINO  hen's  DWBLUN08  (NO.  2). 
Bill  to  facilitate  the  acqniutioo  by  Woridng 
Men  of  their  own  Dwellings,  ordered  to  bi 
brouf^ht  in  by  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Sir  Howud 
Vincent,  Mr.  Hoith,  Mr.  Emeet  Kpmrer,  msA 
Mr.  Galloway :  presented,  and  Bead  the  Fitst 
time  :  to  be  Read  a  Second  time  upon  Wedne*- 
day,  5th  May,  and  to  be  printed— [Bill  120]. 


PUBLIC  PETITIONSL 
Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  aU 
Petitions  presented  to  the  House,  with 
the  exception  of  such  aa  relate  to  Private 
Bills;  and  that  such  C<»nmittee  do 
classify  and  prepare  abetracta  of  the 
same,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  shall 
appear  to  them  best  suited  to  convey  to 
the  House  all  requisite  informatioa 
re^>ecting  their  contents,  and  do  report 
the  same  from  time  to  time  to  the  House ; 
and  that  the  reports  of  the  Committee  do 
set  forth  the  number  of  signatures  to 
each  Petition  only  in  respect  to  those 
signatures  to  vhich  addresses  are  affixed; 
and  tiiat  such  Committee  have  powa>  to 
direct  the  printing  in  extotwo  tit  sndi 
Petitions,  or  of  such  parts  of  Fetiti<His 
as  shall  appear  to  require  it ;  and  that 
such  Committee  have  power  to  report 
their  opinion  and  obserrations  thereupon 
to  the  House. 

The  Committee  was  aco(mlinglj 
nominated  (tf— Mr.  Biddnlph,  Major 

Brymer,  Colonel  Cotton-Jodrell,  Sir 
Thomas  Carmichael,  Sir  Charles  Dal- 
rymple,  Mr.  Geoi^e  Doughty,  Dr.  Fox, 
Colonel  Kenyon-Slaney,  Mr.  Herbert 
Levis,  Sir  Henry  Mey8ey-Th<»npMn, 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  W.  F.  D. 
Smith,  Mr.  ToUemacbe,  and  Mr.  Hem? 
J.  Wilson. 

Ordered,  that  Three  be  the  quorum — 
{Sir  Charies  JMrympte). 

House  adjourned  at  One  o^tlkoe^ 
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Clerk  Assistant  (Mr.  Archibald  Milman) 
as  followeth : — 

The  Select  Committee  on  British 
South  Africa  hare  agreed  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions : — 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
Friday^  Sth  Febrtutry  1897. 


COMMITTEE  OF  SBLECmON. 

The  Lords  following,  namely, 

E.  Chesterfield, 
E.  Waldegrave, 
V.  Oxenbridge, 
L.  Colville  of  ColroBs, 

with  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  select  and 
propose  to  the  House  the  names  of  the 
Five  Lords  to  form  a  Select  Committee 
for  the  Consideration  of  each  opposed 
Private  Bill. 


POST  OFFICE  CONSOLIDATION 

[H.L.]. 

Re^d  2*  (according  to  Order). 


BILL 


LOCAL  GOVESNlteT 
(ELECTIONS)  BILL. 

Second  Reading  (which  stands  ap- 
pointed for  Monday  next),  put  off  to 
Tuesday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty-fiTe  minutes 
before  Fiv*  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  a  Quarter  post 
Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  6th  February  1897. 


NEW  WEIT, 
For  the  County  of  Surrey  (Chertsey 
DiTision),  «,  Charles   Harvey  Combe, 
•squire,      Chiltem     Hundreds. — {Sir 
Wiiliam  Wakond.) 


BRITISH   SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Special  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
naittee  Iwonght  up,  and  resd  by  the 

VOL.  XLV.  [foubth  sbbhs.] 


"(i.)  That  any  ^tersons  or  body  deeming 
themEeWefl  interested,  who  wish  to 
sp|war  by  Counsel,  slull  make 
cation  in  writing  to  the  Cleri^  on  or 
before  Tuesday  next,  stating  the 
gionnclB  upon  wlikh  they  deriie  to 
appear; 

"  (ii.)  That  the  Committee  prt^Kwe  retun- 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  inquiry  refemd 
to  them  entirely  in  their  own  handf, 
but  vill  accept  uie  assistance  of  Connsu 
when  they  think  it  necessary ; 

"  (iii.)  That  all  Witnesses,  except  as  hereiM 
after  mentioned,  will  be  called  and 
examined  by  the  Committee ; 

"  (iv.)  That  if  the  evidence  of  any  Witness 
ihall  affect  the  interests  of  any  person 
or  body  represented  by  Counsel,  appli- 
cation  may  be  made  to  the  Comimttee 
for  leave  to  croF8*examine  such 
Witness; 

"  (v.)  That  if  it  be  desired  to  caU  any 
Witness  not  namined  by  the  Com- 
mittee, Connaet  must  apply  for 
pemuBsion  to  call  such  Witness,  who 
will  be  examined  as  the  Committee 
may  think  fit; 

**{vi.}  That  the  extent  to  which  Counsel 
may  address  the  Committee  will  be 
determined  at  a  later  stage  ol  tbe 
Inquiry." 

Report  to  He  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
bo  printed. — [No.  64.] 


QUJSSTIOKS. 


BOARD   OF  AGRICTLTURE 
(IRELAND). 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  SeoretMry  to  tibe 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irekuid  wheUiw  it 
is  proposed  to  establish  the  Agricultural 
Board  for  Ireland  in  conjunotion  with 
other  Dublin  Castle  Departments,  or  as 
a  separate  and  independent  Board 
responsible  directly  to  Parliament  1 
*Thb  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Obkald  Balfouf, 
Leeds,  Central) :  Pending  the  introduc- 
tion dt  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  Irish  Board  of  Agricnlture, 
I  cannot  make  any  statement  as  to  tiie 
provisions  or  scope  of  the  Measure. 
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POSTAL  FACrLITIES 
(COUNTY  LONGFORD). 

Mr.  J.  P.  FAKRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  Gleneral,  whether 
a  memorial  has  been  received  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Clonbroney, 
county  Longford,  signed  by  several 
magistrates,  clergymen,  &c.,  asking  the 
poet  office  authorities  to  establish  a  sub- 
offioe  at  the  house  of  James  Doimelly, 
Moatefemll ;  and  whether,  as  more 
than  30  lett^  per  day  have  for  years 
been  left  at  this  man's  house  the  prayer 
of  the  memorial  will  be  granted  1 

Thb  secretary  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanburt,  Preston) : 
A  memorial  has  been  received  asking 
for  Uie  establishment  of  a  post  office  at 
Moateferrall.  The  matter  is  being  in- 
quired into,  and  the  result  shall  be 
communicated  to  the  hon.  Member. 


EVICTION  (COUNTY  LEITBIM). 
•Mr.  PATRICK  M*HUGH  (Leitrim, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1) 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Andrew 
M*Sharry,  farmer,  of  Dargoon,  Drum- 
keeran,  county  Jjeitrim,  was  evicted  from 
his  holding  on  5th  May  last,  although 
be  offered  two  years'  rent  and  costs  in 
settlement  of  the  landlord's  claim,  which 
ofler  was  refused  by  the  receiver,  Mr. 
Hewaon ;  (2)  is  he  aware  that  M'Sharry 
is  suffering  from  bodily  infirmity,  and 
tiiat  a  ooUection  was  raised  by  his  neigh- 
bours to  enable  him  to  make  the  offer 
referred  to,  and  that  since  the  eviction 
the  receiver,  Mr.  Hewaon,  has  let  a 
portion  of  M'Sharry's  holding  to  a  man 
named  Felix  Magourty ;  and  (3)  whether 
it  is  within  the  competence  of  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  to  restrain  the  receiver 
from  pressing  the  landlord's  claim  to  the 
extreme  limits  of  the  law  in  a  case  of 
such  hardship,  and  where  an  offer  now 
recognised  as  fair  was  made  by  the 
tenant  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  The  fact 
Is  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph.  I 
cannot  say  whether  a  collection  was  made 
for  M'Sharry.  The  receiver  reports  that 
the  alleged  offer  of  two  years'  rent  and 
costs  was  not  made  to  him,  nor  does  it 
appear  that  M'Sharry  is  suffering  from 
bodily  infirmity.  The  proceedings  by 
the  receiver  must  have  bem  undertaken 


by  direction  of  the  Land  Jodge^  vhohas 
power  to  approve  of  any  settlement  iiaA 
the  tenant  may  be  willing  to  make. 

QUARANTINE. 

Sib  WILLIAM  WEDDEBBURN 
(Banffshire) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
will  state  the  circumstances  under  which 
prolonged  quarantine  was  imposed  at 
Durban  on  the  steamships  Courlaiid 
and  Naderif  which  recently  arrived  firom 
Bombay  with  clean  bills  of  healUi; 
whether  .  he  is  aware  that  the  agents  of 
the  steamers  protested  against  sndi 
quarantine  as  illegal ;  that  a  riotous  de- 
monstration took  place  to  induce  certain 
passengers  to  return  to  India,  and  that 
these  passengers  when  landing  were 
attacked  and  threatened  with  lynching ; 
and  whether  he  will  state  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  prevent  ^e  Tecorrenoe 
of  such  incidents  1 

The  SEGBETABT  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  CBAXBBBiJjir, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  Cotirland  and 
Naderi  having  arrived  at  Durban  from 
Bombay,  a  port  infected  with  plague, 
were  placed  in  quarantine,  and  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  any 
irregularity  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
quarantine  law  was  enforced.  I  am  not 
aware  whether  the  ships'  agent  protested 
against  the  quarantine.  Upon  the  arrival 
of  these  ships  considerable  excit^Doit 
existed  at  Durban,  and  meetings  were 
held  to  protest  against  the  passengers  hj 
these  ships  b^g  allowed  to  land  and  to 
organise  a  demonstration  to  prevent  their 
landing.  On  the  day  when  the  shi{» 
came  into  harbour  about  5,000  persons 
assembled  and  threatened  to  forcibly 
prevent  the  landing,  but  the  authorities 
induced  them  to  disperse  and  the  landing 
took  place  witibout  opposition,  except  in 
the  case  of  one  person,  who  was  assaulted 
but  not  serionuy  hurt.  This  incident 
did  not  ti^e  place  at  the  ordinu^  land- 
ing-place. I  have  no  reason  to  doabt 
that  the  Natal  Government  will  take  all 
possible  precautions  to  prevent  any 
violation  of  the  law  should  any  other 
ships  arrive  from  Bombay. 

SiE  W.  WEDDERBURN  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  there  was  no  reason 
to  think  that  the  responsible  authorities 
(rf  Natal  had  in  any  way  countenanced 
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the  popular  movemeat  against  tJie  Indian' 
immigrants,  and  that  tibey  wonld  make 
it  clear  that  the  Indian  immigrants  were 
entitled  to  protection  like  any  others  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  t 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do  not 
think  that  is  really  a  proper  question  to 
put.  The  hon.  Member  is  catechising 
me  with  regard  to  the  intentions  and 
motives  of  the  CloTemment  of  a  self- 
governing  colony.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Natal  Government  will  do  all  it  ought 
to  do ;  at  the  same  time,  I  am  not  re- 
sponsible for  them.    ["  Hear,  hear."] 

8iB  WALTER  POSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  bis 
attention  has  been  called  to  two  telegrams 
(1)  from  Gibraltar  to  the  effect  that 
vessels  from  India  will  not  get  pratique 
there,  and  will  not  be  allowed  to  land 
passengers  or  goods;  mails  and  specie 
will  be  landed  in  quarantine,  and  coals 
and  ivovisions  supplied  in  quarantine ; 
and  (2)  from  Malta  that  from  6th 
February  inclusive,  vessels  from  India, 
having  no  cases  of  plague  or  suspected 
cases  of  plague  on  bcurd,  will  communi- 
cate with  Commino  Island,  where 
passengers  can  be  landed  to  undergo  21 
days'  quarantine,  their  clothes  and 
linen  being  disinfected,  such  vessels 
will  coal  at  Comingott's  Islet ;  and, 
whether  he  will  communicate  with  these 
Crown  OJonies  with  a  view  to  the 
ad(^>tio&  ei  more  scientific  and  convenient 
measares  for  the  protection  of  public 
health,  and  also  with  the  view  to  prevent 
an  example  being  set  by  the  Crown 
Colonies  to  Foreign  Governments  calcu- 
lated to  encourage  the  imposition  of 
restrictions  on  British  commerce  1 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  quaran- 
tine orders  in  Gibraltar .  and  Malta 
referred  to  in  the  Question.  The 
Governor  of  Gibraltar  informs  me  that 
the  stringent  regulation  adopted  there 
is  necessary  to  prevent  quarantine  being 
enforced  by  Spain  against  Gibraltar, 
which  would  put  a  stop  to  the  Admiralty 
work  on  the  harbour.  As  regards  Malta 
I  may  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my 
answer  to  bis  Question  on  January  26. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Colonial 
Government  have  to  some  extent  relaxed 
the  stringency  of  the  measures  at  first 
adopted,  and  I  trust  that,  although 
they  are  placed  in  a  position  of  some 


difficulty  hy  the  very  strcmg  feeling  ci 
the  inhabitants  of  all  classes  in  favour  of 

the  antiquated  ^tem  of  strict  quaran- 
tine, they  may  be  induced  by  degrees  to 
adopt  more  enlightened  methods  of 
protecting  the  public  health. 


FACTORIES   AND    WORKSHOPS  ACT 
(PARTICULARS  SECTION). 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
what  trades  have,  since  his  reply  to  a 
question  last  Session,  applied  for  the 
extension  of  Subjection  6  of  Section  40 
(the  particulars  section)  of  the  Factories 
and  Workshops  Act  of  1895 ;  and, 
whether  any  further  extension  of  the 
sub-section  by  order  has  tak^i  place  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir 
M&TTHBW  Whitb  Bidlet,  Lancashire, 
Blackpool) :  Since  m^  ^P^J  ^  ^ 
question  aaked  by  my  nght  hon.  Friend 
last  Jane,  applications  for  tiie  extension 
of  this  section  have  been  received  from 
the  handkerchief  and  apron  makers,  the 
felt-hat  makers,  the  nail  and  chain 
makers,  and  the  lock  and  key  makers. 
In  the  first  of  these  cases,  I  have  decided 
to  make  an  order  extending  the  section. 
The  draft  has  been  prepared  and  will  be 
published  immediately.  In  the  othw 
three  cases  inquiries  we  still  pending. 


EGAD  CONTRACTS  (COUNTY  LEITRIM)] 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH :  T  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (1)  if  be  is  aware 
that  Mr.  Wilton  Waugh,  a  grand  juror 
of  the  county  of  Leitrim,  is  interested  in 
road  contracts  in  that  county  ;  and  (2) 
is  it  in  accordance  with  the  law  that  a 
grand  juror  should  be  pecuniarily  inter- 
ested in  a  contract  which  he  has  a  voice 
in  granting  ? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  am 
informed  by  the  secretary  to  the  grand 
jury  that  the  gentleman  named  in  the 
Question  is  not  in  any  way  pecuniarily 
interested  in  road  or  other  contracts  in 
the  county  of  Leitrim,  the  expenses  of 
which  are  payable  out  of  county  cess* 
The  reply  to  tiie  second  paragraph  is  in 
the  negative. 

3  li  2  X  ->  1 
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LANE-POX  ESTATE  | 
(COUNTY  LEfTRIM). 

Mr.  PATRICK  M'HUGH  :  I  beg 
to  aak  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  be  is  aware  that  processes  for 
rent  due  on  tiie  Lanfr-Fox  Estate,  in  the 
county  of  Leitrim,  wre  aconstomed  to  be 
filled  up  by  clerks  in  the  rent  office  at 
Dromahaig,  and  that  legal  expenses  for 
such  processes  have  been  charged  against, 
and  paid  by,  the  tenants  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  such  a  practice  is  a  violation 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  In- 
corporated Law  Society  of  Ireland  ;  and 
will  he  direct  the  attention  of  that  body 
to  the  system  carried  on  in  the  rent  office 
referred  to  t 

•Thb  attorney  general  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  J.  Atkinboh,  London- 
derry, N.) :  The  practioe  in  the  office 
named  is,  I  believe,  as  stated  in  the 
Question,  but  I  am  not  sufficiently 
informed  of  the  facts  to  enable  me  to 
form  an  opinion  whether  there  is  any- 
thing ilt^al  in  the  demand  made  for 
costs,  which  are  much  less  in  amount  than 
those  receivable  if  a  solicitor  were 
emplc^ed.  If  there  be,  the  tenants  have 
a  remedy  against  the  landlord  or  his 
clerk.  I  am  not  aware  whether  the  prac- 
tice ia  a  violation  of  the  rales  of 
the  Incorporated  Law  Society,  Init  if 
it  be  that  body  is  quite  able  to  take  care 
of  its  own  interests. 

Mr.  PATRICK  M*HUGH :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  what  is  the 
remedy  of  the  tenants  t 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND :  To  sue  for  the  recovery  of 
the  costs : 

Mb.  J.  C.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether 
the  County  Court  judge  of  Umerick  has 
not  had  cases  of  this  Hnd,  and — 

*Mb.  speaker  :  Older,  order;  notice 
must  be  given  of  that  Question. 

CASTLEPOLLABD  PETTY  SESSIONS. 

Mb.  RICHARD  M.  DANE  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  Thomas 
Culligan  was  recently  brought  under 
arrest  before  a  court  of  petty  sessions 
held  at  OasUepollard,  county  Westmeath, 
presided  over  by  three  local  jnsticee. 


charged  by  the  constabulary  with  the 
larceny  of  two  calves,  also  with 
having  the  same  unlawfully  in  bis 
possession,  and  there  being  no  evidence 
against  him,  and  the  owner  of  the  cattle 
having  awom  that  the  prisoner  was  a 
well-known  and  respeotaUe  cattle  dealer, 
and  that,  having  inquired  into  the  matter 
he  belier^  him  to  be  not  guilty  of  either 
having  stolen  them  or  of  having  reoeived 
them  knowing  them  to  be  stolen,  the 
justices  refused  to  hear  the  solicitor  who 
represented  the  accused  or  the  evideiwe 
tendered  by  him,  but  insisted  upon  the 
prisonergivingan  undertaking  not  to  take 
any  prooeedinga  i^ainst  the  pioeoentor 
as  a  condition  precedent  to  r^osii:^  in- 
formationB ;  and  that,  upcm  the  prisoner 
declining  to  give  such,  the  aaid  justioes 
returned  him  for  trial  to  quarter  sesricns 
at  Mullingar,  where,  after  being  put  to 
great  expense  and  inconvenieooe  pre- 
paring for  trial,  he  was  discharged,  the 
county  court  judge  and  justices  being 
of  opinion  there  was  no  case  whatsoever 
against  him ;  whether  a  resident  magis- 
trate will  be  directed  to  attend  the 
Castlepollard  petty  sessions  in  fntnre; 
and,  whether  any  means  exists  of  re- 
coupii^  Mr.  Culligan  the  serious  expense 
he  has  incurred  1 

•Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  The 
evidence  proved  against  Culligan,  was 
that  the  cattle  had  belonged  to  John 
Sullivan,  that  they  had  been  stolen  tram 
him,  and  that  a  few  days  afterwards  they 
were  found  in  the  possession  of  Culligan. 
What  Sullivan  stated  was  that  be  did 
not  believe  that  Culligan  would  steal  the 
cattle.  The  justices  did  not  refuse  to 
hear  the  solicitor  tor  accused,  as  allied, 
nor  is  it  true  that  they  inatsted  apon  ^ 
prisoner  giving  an  undertaking  to  the 
effect  stated.  The  jury  found  that  the 
cattle  belonged  to  Sullivan,  but  acquitted 
the  accused.  The  Crown  cannot  recoup 
Mr.  Culligan  theexpensee  incurred  l^him 
in  this  case.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  resident 
magistrate  to  attend,  so  fiu-  as  his  time  ad- 
mits, all  petty  sessions  in  his  district 
The  resident  magistrate  in  whose  district 
Castlepollard  is  situated  was  on  leave  of 
absence  when  this  case  was  heard  at  petty 
sessions,  and  his  locvm  ienma  was  em- 
ployed elaewhore  on  tlie  oocasion. 
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FAIR  -BENT  AGBEEMENTS  (IBELAND.) 

Mb.  DANE  :  I  beg  to  «8k  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lend  Lieutenant  <tf 
Ireland  (1)  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Irish  Land  Commission  refuse  to  receive 
and  file  agreements  entered  into  between 
landlords  and  tenants  fixing  a  fair  rent 
for  a  second  statutory  term  where  such 
agreements  have  been  executed  before 
the  expirationof  the  fint  statutory  term  ; 
and  (2^  whether,  in  Tiewof  the  desirability 
of  facilating  amicable  arnutgemente 
between  these  two  dasses,  he  can  do 
anyUung  in  tiie  matter) 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  There  is 
no  foundation  for  the  suggestion  in  the 
first  paragraph.  Under  Sub-section  (6) 
of  Section  8  of  the  I^nd  Iaw  Act  of  1 88 1 
such  agreemente  may  be  entered  into 
during  the  last  1 2  months  of  a  statuory 
term,  and  the  Land  Commission  have 
always  received  agreements  fixing  a  fair 
rent  for  a  second  statutory  term  which 
appeared  to  have  been  executed  during 
the  last  12  months  of  the  first  statutory 
term  or  aStac  iti  expiration. 

MANITAEY  ACCOMMODATION' 
(CLONES,  COUNTY  MONAGHAN.) 

Mr.  D.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan, 
N.)  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  is 
aware  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
dwelling-houses  in  the  town  of  Clones, 
in  county  Monaj^mn,  are  deficient  in 
ordinary  sanitary  arrangements  and 
accommodation,  and  genorally  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ;  and  will  he  send  an 
.  inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  invesUgate  and  report  upon  this 
matter,  so  that  in  the  not  unlikely  event 
of  the  town  being  visited  by  an  epidemic 
the  officers  of  health  may  have  a  chance 
of  successfully  combating  the  disease  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  received 
no  complaints  in  this  matter,  but  they 
have  instructed  their  Medical  Inspector 
to  viut  Clones  and  report  to  them  as  to 
tiie  general  sanitary  condition  of  the 
town. 


AMAIiGAMATION  OF  POOR  LAW  UNIONS 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  when  he  proposes  to 


introduce  the  Bill  dealing  with  Amalga- 
mation of  Poor  Iav  Unions  in  Ireland ; 
has  any  commission  yet  been  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject,  and  has  it  made 
any  report  ;  and  would  he  explain  the 
cause  of  delay  1 

Me.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  introduce  this  Bill  without 
undue  delay,  but  cannot  at  present  fix 
tlie  exact  date  of  its  introduction.  No 
commission  has  yet  been  appointed. 

Mb.  J.  F.  FARBELL:  May  I  point 
out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
that  u  the  same  answer  he  gave  twice 
last  Session  t 


SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION  (LETTEE- 
GULLEN  COUNTY  LONGFORD). 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  whether  the 
Board  of  National  Education  have  yet 
decided  to  erect  a  new  school  at  Letter- 
guUen,  County  Longford,  in  response 
to  an  appeal  mode  fbr  increased  school 
aoGommodation  in  1895 ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  in  consequence  of  the  had 
roads  and  the  poverty  of  the  district, 
numbers  of  children  are  at  present 
unable  to  obtain  instruction  except  that 
imparted  at  a  night  school,  and  that  94 
families  are  afiTected  by  this  want ;  and, 
if  he  will  request  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  make  a  grant  for  the  school  in 
the  usual  way  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The 
case  of  the  school  to  which  this  question 
refers  was  very  fully  explained  by  me  in 
answer  to  a  Question  put  by  Uie  hon. 
M^bra-  on  the  12Ui  June  last.  There  is 
no  evidence  that  a  new  school  is  required 
in  the  locality,  four  vested  school  houses 
having  been  already  eetablished  there, 
with  building  grants  from  the  Commia- 
sioners,  and  the  distances  of  these  schools 
varies  from  two-and-a-half  to  three  miles 
only. 

IJVBOURERS'  ACTS  (COUNTY 
LONGFORD). 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
:  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  purpose  enforcing  their 
compulsory  powers,  under  the  recent  Acts 
of  Parliament,  to  provide  proper  house 
accommodation  for  William  M'Donnell, 
of  Caldragh  Electoral  Division,  in  the 
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Union  of  Ijongford,  who  has  been  over 
ten  years  striving  to  get  a  labourer's 
cottage  built  for  himself  and  family. 

Mb.  QSBALD  BALFOUR:  The 
Local  Ck)Temment  Board  have  not  received 
any  application  from  the  person  named 
in  the  Question  since  the  banning  of 
1895.  It  appeared  on  communication 
with  the  Quardians,  that  he  was  then  in 
possession  of  a  substantial  house  in  a 
state  of  good  repair. 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  asked  whether 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the 
advice  of  the  Local  Govwument  Board 
to  secure  redress  1 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  That  I 
am  unable  to  say.  If  he  applies  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  no  doubt  the 
ease  will  be  enquired  into. 


CHARGE  OF  LARCENY  (COUNTY  CORK). 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  arrest  of  a  water  bailiff 
named  Sweeny,  residing  near  Banteer, 
county  Cork,  on  the  charge  of  larceny  of 
a  watch  ;  is  he  aware  Uiat  the  accused 
was  discharged  without  bail,  and  an 
order  made  that  he  should  be  summoned ; 
and,  what  explanation  have  the  local 
constabulary  authorities  to  offer  why 
the  accused  has  not  been  so  summoned  ) 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  In  this 
case  I  am  informed  that  Sweeny  upon 
whom  the  watch  was  found,  was  taken 
before  a  Magistrate  who  discharged  him 
without  bail  and  stated  that  the  owner 
should  take  such  proceedings  as  she  was 
advised.  The  owner  refused,  however, 
to  take  action,  and  the  District  Inspector 
<A  Constabulary  then  brought  the  case 
before  the  Mi^strates  at  Kanturk  Petty 
Sessions  on  the  23rd  of  January  who 
referred  the  District  Inspector  to  the 
Justiue  before  whom  the  case  had  been 
originally  brought.  The  latter  did  not 
however,  consider  the  case  strong  enough 
for  the  police  to  prosecute,  as  there  was 
no  evidmoe  that  Sweeny  had  committed 
a  larceny  of  the  watch,  which  has  been 
returned  to  the  owner. 

ENNISKaLEN  FUSILIERS 
(ENLISTMENT). 

Mb.  JOHN  HAMMOND  (Carlow): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
f<ir  War  with  respect  to  the  case  of 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell. 


John  Joseph  Reilly,  a  private  in  the 
Enniskillen  Fusiliers,  now  stationed  at 
Omagh,  who  enlisted  on  .12tfa  January 
last,  and  is  under  the  r^ulation 
being  only  1 6  years  old  on  28th  December 
last,  will  he  authorise  his  discharge  from 
the  Army,  seeing  that  he  is  anxious  to 
return  to  his  home  to  enter  iqxm  his 
father's  trade  1 

•The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham  S.) :  The  youth 
referred  to  appears  to  have  been  enlist«l 
when  under  1 7  years  of  age,  but  he  stated 
his  age  as  over  1 8  and  had  all  the  physic^ 
characteristics  of  that  age.  No  difficulty 
would  be  made  as  to  b^  discharge,  but 
he  strongly  objects  to  that  coarse  and 
refuses  to  return  home  to  his  father. 


SEED  RATE  (IRELAND). 
Mr.  E.  CREAN  (Queen's  Co., 
Ossory) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  has  received  a  resolution 
from  the  Mountmellick  Board  of  Guud- 
ians  requesting  the  Board  of  Wwks  to 
extend  the  time  for  repayment  of  the 
seed  rate  for  one  year  in  conaequeace  of 
the  low  prices  for  every  description  of 
f&rm  produce ;  and,  whether  he  will 
advise  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  Guardians  in  tlw 
matter  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  A  copy 
of  the  resolution  in  question  has  been 
received.  The  rate  to  provide  for  pay- 
ment of  the  second  instalment  of  the 
loui  advanced  to  the  Guardians,  which 
amounts  to  £510  12s.  6d.,  was  aaaoBoed 
on  the  19th  September  last,  and  as  pay- 
ment of  this  instalment  is  not  due  until 
the  1st  August  next,  ten  months  were 
allowed  to  the  Guardians  to  collect  the 
rate.  There  is  a  balance  at  present  to 
the  credit  of  the  Union  of  £2,134,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the 
instalment  referred  to  should  not  be  paid 
when  it  becomes  due  in  August. 

INLAND  UONET  ORDERS. 
Mr.  H.  C.  F.  LUTTRELL  (Devon, 
Tavistock) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  tlw 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is  awanj 
that  by  the  Post  Office  Official  Circular 
issued  on  19th  January   1897,  under 
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whiidi '  the  chai^^  for  ordinary  inland 
money  <nxler8  for  snmB  not  exceeding  XI 
have  been  raised  from  2d.  to  3d.,  not 
only  causes  inconvenience  but  is  open  to 
evasion  by  the  use  of  postal  orders  and 
stamps  at  a  less  cost  than  3d. ;  and, 
whether,  if  this  be  the  case,  he  will  take 
steps  to  secure  the  rate  of  commission  to 
vhat  it  had  been  previous  to  the  issue  of 
the  Official  Circular  of  19th  January 
1897  % 

Mb.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster- 
General  is  obliged  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  giving  him  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining the  reasons  for  the  alterations 
in  the  money  order  rates  prescribed  by 
the  new  regulations  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  on  the  27th  ult.  It  was 
found  after  careful  inquiry  that  the  cost 
to  the  State  of  issuing  any  money  order 
was  not  less  than  3d.,  and  this  conclusion, 
arrived  at  after  independent  inquiry, 
was  in  accord  with  the  conclusions  of  a 
cranmittee  of  officials  and  bankers  which 
sat  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  George 
Moore,  a  well-known  merchant,  in  1876, 
and  whose  report  was  presented  to 
Parliament  at  the  time.  It  followed, 
therefore,  as  the  service  had  not  been 
conducted  at  a  loss,  the  remitters  of  large 
sums  must  have  been  taxed  for  the 
assistance  of  the  remitters  of  smiUl  sums. 
This  appeared  to  the  Poetmaster-G«ieral 
to  be  both  unjust  and  unnecessary 
because  Parliunwt  had  provided  a  cheap 
and  convenient  means  of  remitting  small 
sums  by  postsJ  orders.  He  cannot, 
however,  regard  the  use  of  a  postal  order 
aa  in  any  sense  an  evasion  of  the  Money 
Order  R^ulations. 

Me.  LUTTRELL  asked,  was  it  not 
the  case  that  this  tended  to  restrict  the 
use  of  money  orders  1 

Mb.  HANBURY  said  that  might  be 
so,  but  it  did  not  matter  to  the  Post 
Office.  The  same  difficulty  arose  under 
the  lower  scale,  it  was  quite  possible  to 
pay  lees  for  a  postal  ordw  than  for  a 
money  ordw. 


POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Sm  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  having  regard  to  his  reply  to 
a  question  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Islington  previous  to  the  Recess^ 
to  the  effect  thai  the  Report  of  Lord 
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Tweedmouth's  Post  Office  Committee 
would  be  laid  before  Parliament,  when 
Buch  is  likely  to  be  the  case? 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  have  already 
answered  similar  questions.  The  Report 
is  involving  the  consideration  of  many 
details,  and  I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
presented  within  a  fortnight,  at  any  rate. 


ADVANCE  TO  THE  EGYPTIAN 
GOVERNMENT. 
Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Montrose 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs  whether 
representations  have  been  made  by  the 
Franch  and  Russian  diplomatic  agents 
at  Cairo  to  the  Egyptian  Government 
on  the  subject  of  the  advance  of  ^500,000 
from  the  British  Exchequer ;  and,  if  so, 
what  was  the  effect  of  those  represen- 
tions  I 

*Thb  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  G.  CuRZOH,  Lancashire,  SouthiKHt) : 
We  understand  that  official  Istters 
have  been  addressed  by  the  French 
and  Russian  Consuls  General  at  Cairo 
to  the  Egyptian  Government  inquiring 
whether  the  latter  have  requested 
or  will  accept  pecuniary  assistance 
from  Elngland,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  that  under  the  terms  of  previous 
Decrees  such  application  shoiUd  bemade 
through  the  Caisse  de  la  Dette  to  all 
the  Powers.  These  letters  have  not 
bem  communicated  by  either  Power  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  Do  I  understand 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
not  aware  whether  an  answer  has  been 
given  1 

«Mb.  CURZON:  No,  I  beUeve  no 
answer  has  yet  been  returned. 


RAILWAY  EXTENSION  (IRELAND). 

Me.  J.  PINKERTON  (Galway) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutmant  of  Ireland  if  Galway  county 
is  to  be  included  in  the  Irish  Railway 

extension  scheme  of  the  Government ; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  to  be  opened  upf 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  As  already 
explained,  I  cannot  at  present  make  any 
atinouiicement  ou  the  subject,  though  I 
may  say  that  negotiations  are  in  progress 
relative  to  various  schemes. 
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INDIAN  FAMINE. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  will  state  the  number 
of  deaths  from  famine  ofiicially  recorded 
during  the  last  great  famine ;  whether 
he  will  explain  according  to  wliat  test 
» death  was  then  recorded  as  caused  by 
famine,  and  state  how  many  deaths  from 
famine,  judged  by  the  same  teat,  have 
been  reported  to  him  during  the  present 
famine;  and  whether  he  will  each  week 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  state- 
ment showing  the  number  of  such  deaths, 
if  any,  in  each  province? 

Thb  secretary  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Qeobqb  Hamilton,  Mid- 
dlesex, E^ing) :  The  estimated  abnormal 
mortality  and  loss  of  population  {in- 
cluding decrease  of  births)  caused  by  the 
famine  in  1877'78  was  calculated  by  Uie 
Famine  Commission  tobeabout  5,rj50,000. 
I  need  not  remind  the  House  that  any 
estimate  (tf  this  kind  must  necessarily 
be  regarded  as  approximate  only.  This 
particular  estimate  was  arrived  at  partly 
by  test  censuses  in  typical  areas,  and 
partly  by  a  comparison  of  the  number  of 
births  and  deaths  which  occurred  in  given 
areas  during  the  famine  with  the  normal 
number  of  births  and  deaths  for  the 
same  areas  luid  for  similar  pwiods.  The 
Government'  of  India  have  been  asked 
to  furnish  periodical  reports  of  any 
abnormal  mortality  which  may  occur  in 
any  part  of  the  present  famine  area. 
These  reports  will  be  included  in  the 
further  papers  which  I  propose  to  lay 
on  the  Table  at  intervals  of  six  weeks  so 
long  as  the  famine  lasts.  I  am  afraid 
that  it  is  inuKMsible  for  me  to  undertake 
more  than  t£is. 


EXPERIUENTS  ON  LIVINU  AKIMAI& 

Me.  J.  G.  SWIFT  MACNEHJi 
(Donegal,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec  re- 
tray  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

(1)  whether  the  two  men  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  inspector  tu  have  been 
guilty  of  irregularities  as  licensed 
vivisectors  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
licences  enabling  them  to  peHorm  experi- 
ments on  the  bodies  of  living  animals 
without  aniestlietics,  and  without  being 
obliged  to  put  the  animals  to  death  after 
the  operati(m ;  (2)  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  operation  performed  by  one  of  these 
vivisectors  before  he  had  obtained  a 


licence  ;  to  what  penalties  did  he  expoK 
himself  by  his  conduct,  and  why  w«re 
not  proceedings  instituted  against  him ; 
why  were  the  names  of  the  two  rin- 
sectors  not  publisbed  in  the  report ;  sad 
(3)  will  the  Home  Secretary  now  dedan 
the  names  of  theee  pnaons  t 

Thb  secretary  op  STATE  pm 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  ^ 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  Lancasfain, 
Blackpool)  :  Both  the  gentlemen  refened 
to  now  hold  licences,  one  of  tbem  with 
the  addition  of  certificates  whidi  eniUile 
him  to  perform  experiments  widkoot 
ansestheticB,  the  other  with  liie  additin 
of  certificates  which  dispense  with  the 
obligation  of  killing  the  animal  after  tk 
effect  of  the  aniB^ihetio  has  pusedoC 
As  regards  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
question,  both  gentlemen  held  Uoeooes  at 
the  time  of  performing  the  experioientB, 
but  had  omitted  to  ol^in  the  oertificita 
which  were  also  necessary  ander  the  Act 
The  experiments  were  such  as  would  be 
allowed,  and,  in  fact,  have  been  allowed 
to  be  performed  by  prc^rly  qualified 
persons,  and  boUi  gentlemen  had  pn- 
viously  held  the  cralificateB  which  in  the 
cases  in  question  l^ey  had  onntted  t» 
obtain.  The  pendties  are  those  pnmdad 
by  the  Act  of  1876,  namely,  fine  for  % 
first  offence,  fine  or  imprisonment  for 
subsequent  oflknces.  The  irregularitaei 
were  committed  before  I  came  to  the 
Home  Office,  but  I  see  no  reason  for 
dissenting  from  the  opinion  of  my  pre- 
decessor, that  in  the  particular  orcv- 
stanoes  the  withholding  of  the  Uoeiuefcr 
a  time,  and  the  warning  given  wnr 
sufficient  punishment.  It  was  dedtW 
on  die  same  ground  not  to  pnUiah  ^ 
names,  uid  I  am  not  prepared  to  d* 
so  now. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 
(BUILDING  ORANT^. 

Mh.  ALFRED  HUTTON  (Yoric,  Wi 
Morley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  Pftridffi 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Edan- 
tion  whether  he  will  grant  the  Betxn 
relating  to  building  grants  to  pttli& 
elementary  schools  which  staods  on  tli> 
day's  Paper? 

Thb  vice  PRESIDENT  or  rsi 
COUNCIL  (Sir  John  Goest,  Camhodt'*? 
University)  said  he  would  arrange  ^ 
the  hon.  Uember  as  to  the  form  in  vhid 
the  Return  could  be  given. 
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IMPORTATION  OP  DKUG8  (CEYLON). 
M*.  HENRY  J.  WILSON  (York, 
W.R.,  Holmfirth):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  any,  and  what,  steps  have 
reoently  been  taken  to  restrict  the  use 
of  hemp  drugs  and  opium  in  Ceylon ; 
and,  whether  there  are  any  Papers  on 
the  subject  which  oonld  be  presented  to 
Parliament  1 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
Ceylon  GoTeminent  have  recently 
decided,  with  my  approval,  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  hemp  drugs  in  Ceylon 
and  to  raise  the  import  duty  on  opium 
from  one  rapee  to  two  rupees  per  pound. 

Mr.  H.  J.  WILSON  asked  if  any 
Papers  would  be  presented  on  the 
subject  1 

Ma.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  said  he 
thought  the  fact  of  the  decision  would  be 
sufficient^  and  that  it  was  not  worth 
vhile  to  publish  Papers. 

ASB0CUTI0N8   OF  WORKMEN 
(CONTEUCTH). 

Mb.  E.  H.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal 
(Ireen,  S.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  when  Mr.  Sohloss's 
Report  on  Contracts  given  out  by  Public 
Authorities  to  Associations  of  Workmen, 
which  was  presented  in  August  last,  will 
be  issued  to  Members  1 

Thk  president  op  thb  BOARD 
>p  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchib, 
I^roydon):  lam  informed  that  the  Report 
a  qoestion  will  be  issaed  on  Monday 
Lest. 


POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  (METROPOLIS). 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
he  President  of  the  Local  Government 
loard  whether  he  can  now  make  any 
tatemfflit  as  to  the  result  of  the  oom- 
lanications  which  in  July  last  he  stated 
'ore   proceeding    between   the  Local 

overnment  Board  and  the  Education 
department  respecting  the  transfer  to 
le  latter  Department  ai  the  •  duty  of 
Lspecting  the  education  in  Poor  Law 
chools  1 

The  president  op  thb  LOCAL 
OVERNMENT  BOAflD  (Mr.  Henry 
UAPLiN,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  No 
rungement  for  the  suggested  transfer 
18  as  yet  been  made.  The  Local 
uvornmeut  Board  have  not  filled  up  the 


vacancy  which  has  ooourred  in  the  office 
of  school  inspector  for  the  Metropolitan 
District ;  and  temporary  arrangements 
until  the  end  of  the  finukuial  year  have 
been  made,  pending  a  final  decision  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  asked  if  com- 
munications were  still  proceeding  be- 
tween the  Education  Department  and 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  Yes. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Presulent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  whetliw,  before  he  included  in 
his  dri^  order  respecting  Metropolitan 
Poor  Law  Schools  children  who  are 
remanded  to  the  workhouse  by  justices, 
previously  to  being  sent  to  Industrial 
School^  imder  Section  19  of  the  Indus- 
trial Schools  Act,  1866,  he  was  advised 
that  such  children  are  "  Poor,"  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Metropolitan  Poor 
Act,  1867  ? 

Mb.  CHAPLIN:  The  children  who 
are  temporarily  detained  in  workhouses, 
under  remand  by  magistrates,  prior  to 
being  sent  to  Industrial  Schools,  are 
placed  under  the  charge  of  the  guardians, 
and  whilst  they  are  under  their  care  are 
maintained  at  the  cost  of  the  rates.  I 
am  advised  that  they  are  children  to 
whom  the  provisions  of  the  Metropolitan 
Poor  Act  1867  would  apply. 

HOUSE   OP  COMMONS 
(SALE   OP  INTOXICANTS). 

SiE  WILFRID  LAWSON  (ComW 
land,  Cockermouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  West- 
houghton  Division  of  Lancashire  (1) 
whether  the  Kitchen  Committee  have 
decided  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  to 
draft  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  illegal  sale 
of  liquors  at  the  House  of  Commons 
bars ;  and  (2)  if  so,  when  the  Bill  will  be 
intrcKluced  1 

LoBD  STANLEY  (Lancashire,  West- 
houghton) :  The  answer  to  the  first  part 
of  the  hon.  Member's  question  is  "  Yes  " ; 
Mid  the  answer  to  the  second  part  is, 
"  As  soon  as  possible^" 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  May  I 
ask  the  Leader  of  the  House  if  he  will 
let  us  have  facilities  for  discussing  this 
BiU? 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Baltour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  think  I  must  wait  and  see. 
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QUEEN'S  .REIGN 
{GlPTfl  OF  REAL  PROPERTY). 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  c/t  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Government  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility  of  introducing  a  Bill  to  ex- 
tend the  powers  of  limited  owners  to 
make  gifts  of  real  property  for  purposes 
of  public  education  and  recreation  in 
furtherance  of  the  National  desire 
worthily  to  commemorate  Her  MajoBty's 
long  reign  ? 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  However  excellent  the  object 
which  the  hon.  (Gentleman  has  in  view,  I 
could  not  advise  the  House  to  embark 
upon  the  discussion  cit  all  the  interesting 
and  intricate  questions  that  would  be 
raised  by  such  a  legislative  proposal. 


QUEEN'S  REION 
(TBEASON-FELONY  PRISONERS). 

Mb.  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Crovemment  will  advise  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  following  the  pre- 
cedent of  the  Czar  of  Russia  on  the 
occasion  of  his  coronation,  to  signalise  the 
commemoration  of  the  sixtieth  anni- 
veraary  of  Her  Majesty's  accession  to  the 
throne  by  a  liberal  exercise  of  prero- 
gative of  pardon  in  the  case  of  prisoners, 
more  especially  of  prisoners  convicted 
under  the  Treason-felony  Act  ? 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  If  my  memory  serves  me  aright, 
I  answered  a  Question  from  the  hon. 
Member  similar  to  this  a  few  days  ago, 
and  I  hara  nothing  to  add. 

Mb.  MACNEUiL  \  No ;  that  was 
quite  distinct. 


NECESSITOUS  BOARD  SCHOOLS 
(SCOTLAND). 

Mr.  J.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether,  in  any  Measure  which  the 
Government  may  bring  in  for  giving  relief 
to  necessitous  Board  Schools  in  England, 
the  Government  will  introduce  the  prin- 
ciple, which  is  of  universal  application  in 
SootUuid,  of  levying  the  school  rate  one 
half  upon  the  owner  and  the  otiia*  half 
upon  the  occupier  1 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY :  The  statement  of  the  hiw  as  it 


obtains  in  Scotland  is,  of  coum,  per- 
fectly accurate ;  but  I  do  not  think  the 
occasion  for  relieving  poor  Board  Sdiool! 
offers  a  particularly  rdevant  omtortimi^ 
for  makmg  tiie  chimge  in.  Kngfand 
if  that  ohange  were  recogniaed  is  tti 
House  as  in  itself  denraUe. 


MOTIONS, 


RBOISTBATION  OF  PABIUXKITABT  TOIBL 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to  & 
Begistititioii  of  Voters  for  Parliamratsrr 
tions,  ordered  to  be  broagbt  in  by  Mr.  Bno. 
Sir  John  Leng,  Sir  Albert  RoUit,  Sir  Wite 
Foster,  Mr.  George  Whiteley,  Mr.  Stncb?. 
and  Mr.  Whittaker ;  presented,  and  Knd  tlx 
First  time ;  to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  ipe 
Thunidaf,  4th  March,  and  to  be  prii^- 
[BiU  121.] 

SALMON  FISHBBIKS  (iBBLANU)  ACTS 
AMBNDUKNT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Salmon  FiefaenM 
land)  Acta,  ordered  to  be  broagbt  in 
Seton-Karr,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  and  Mr.  ww: 
presented,  and  Bead  the  First  time ;  tt>  ht 
Bead  a  Seoond  time  upon  Taesday,  2nd  Uirdt. 
and  to  he  printed.— {BUI  ^] 

SM*T-T.int  DWBLUNOS  (sOOTLAM>). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  in  reference  to  tls 
eystem  of  House  Letting  in  Scotland,  viitni 
to  be  brought  ia  by  Mr.  Alexander  Oma.  & 
John  Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  ^mUam  Ami 
John  unison  (Ooven),  Golond  Dm?,  Ml 
Faithfdl  Begg,  and  Mr.  T.  P.  OCaoft. 
presented,  anil  Bead  the  First  time;  to  b 
HMd  a  Second  time  opon  Friday,  Sth  IbA. 
and  to  be  printed.— [BUI  123.] 

BBOisTBATioK  or  nms. 

BUI  for  the  BegistratiDn  of  Finns,  ardnd  ^ 
be  broagbt  in  by  Sir  Stafford  Nortlieale.  & 
John  Luig,  Mr.  tUnkin,  and  Mr.  I^iEp  SW' 
hope;  presented,  and  Bead  tbe  Fir«  tiw: 
to  be  Bead  a  Second  time  iqpoa  Weteid^^ 
17t^  March,  and  to  be  printed. — [KB  19i] 


NEW  WRIT. 
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SUPPLY  (POINT  OF  ORDER). 
Me.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
desired  the  Spe^er's  ruling  on  a  point  of 
Order,  involTiiig,  as  he  thought,  a  matter 
of  some  importance.  On  the  Order  Paper 
for  the  day  appeared  the  notice :  — 

"Army  EBtimate,  1896-97  (Suakim  Ezpedi- 
tion).  Supplementary  Estimates  in  the  name 
ol  the  Undersecretary  for  War." 

In  the  memorandum  circulated  by  com- 
mand there  appeared — 

"  Statement  of  further  amount  required  during 
the  year  to  meet  expenditure  not  provided  for 
in  toe  original  Army  Estimates  for  Suakim 
Expedition.^' 

lu  the  preqeding  notice  they  had  under 
the  heading  "CivU  Services,  1896-97," 
"  Egyptian  Expedition  (Grant  in  Aid)." 
But  when  he  referred  to  the  memoran- 
dum which  had  been  equally  circulated 
among  Members  of  the  House,  he  found 
that  this  notice  was  either  redundant  or 
misleading.  It  was  a  notice  regarding 
the  Civil  Service  Estimates  of  1897,  but 
in  the  memorandum  there  was  not  a 
word  as  to  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  of 
1897,  and,  instead  of  following  the  exam- 
ple he  had  quoted  with  regard  to  the 
Supplementary  Estimate,  when  they 
came  to  this  memorandum  they  found  no 
refer^ce  whatever  to  any  Estimate  of 
the  current  year  at  alL    It  was  headed, 

**  Estimate  of  tiw  amount  required  in  the  year 
enfliiig  3l8t  Much  1897,  as  a  grant  in  au  of 
the  expenditure  incurred  in  coimection  with  the 
Egyptian  Expedition  to  Dongob." 

In  the  Vote  in  which  this  siun  was  ac- 
counted for  th^  had  no  mention  of  a 
Civil  Service  Estimate,  hut  there  was  an 
eiitirdy  new  heading — namely,  the 
headii^  of  "  E^»yptian  Government, 
j£798,802."  His  first  position  was  that 
this  £798,802  did  not  even  claim  to  be 
part  of  the  Estimates  of  last  year  or  in 
any  way  supplemental  to  those  Esti- 
mates. It  was  an  entirely  new  Estimate 
under  an  entirely  new  head.  It  was  not 
an  Army,  a  Navy,  or  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mate; it  was  an  Egyptian  Crovernment 
Estimate.  He  begged  respectfully  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  under 
Standing  Order  56  the  Speaker  was  held 
to  have  left  the  Chair  on  the  Estimates 
for  1896-97,  and  consequently  when  a 
Supplementary  Estimate  or  excess  vote 
came  on,  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair  auto- 


matically, but  his  submission  was  this 
was  not  a  Supplemental  Estimate.  It 
was  supplemental  to  nothing.  It  was  an 
entirely  new  kind  of  Estimate  not  known 
before,  which  was  presented  to  the  House 
for  the  first  time,  and  consequently  it 
came  imder  the  rule  relating  to  a  new 
siun,  and  before  Mr.  Speaker  could  leave 
the  chair  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
a  Motion  to  that  effect,  which  would  be 
liable  to  amendment  and  debate.  His 
submission  was  that,  although  Mr. 
Speaker  was  out  of  the  Chair  with  regard 
to  matters  belonging  to  and  growing  . out 
of  the  Estimates  of  1896-97,  this  was  not 
part  of  those  Estimates,  and  did  not 
claim  to  be  part.  It  was  an  Estimate 
under  an  entirely  new  head,  and  conse- 
quently, before  going  into  this  matter,  a 
Motion  must  be  made  that  Mr.  Speaker 
do  leave  the  Chair. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  taken  two  objections.  The  first  is  as 
to  the  description  of  the  Vote  on  tlie 
Pai)er.  The  Vote  is,  in  fact,  a  Vote  for 
the  Her\'ice  of  the  year  ending 
3 1  st  March  1897,  supplemental  or 
additional  to  those  Votes  which 
have  been  already  dealt  with  for  that 
year,  and  that  it  is  so  sufficiently  appears 
on  the  Papa*.  I  think  th^  is  no  doubt 
that  if  this,  instead  of  being  an  additional 
EJstimate,  formed  part  of  the  original 
Estimates,  it  would  appear  upon  the  Civil 
Service  EJstimates.  As  regards  the  sug- 
gestion that  it  is  a  new  matter  altogether, 
and  should  be  dealt  with  as  a  separate 
and  original,  and  not  supplemental,  Vote, 
.plenty  of  cases  are  to  be  found  in  which 
additional  Estimates  of  this  kind  have 
been  voted  by  the  House  upon  notices 
similar  to  this.  In  BCarch  1896  there  was 
a  grant  in  aid  for  Cyprus — a  matter  upon 
which  there  had  been  no  previous  oppor- 
tunity of  discussion  upon  the  Elstimates. 
That  was  brought  on  in  March  as  an  addi- 
tional Estimate  just  as  this  is  brought  on 
here.  Therefore,  as  regards  that  part  of 
the  hon.  Member's  contention  the  matter 
is  perfectly  in  order.  ["Hear,  hear!"J 
As  regards  the  other  point,  that  there 
should  be  a  Motion  that  I  now  leave  the 
Chair,  with  opportunity  for  Debate  be- 
fore I  leave  the  Chair,  I  think  that  objec- 
tion also  is  groundless.  The  Standing 
Order  56,  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers,  expressly  says  that, 

"  Whenever  Committee  of  Supply  stands  as  ao 
Order  of  t^e  Day  on  Monday  or  Thunday," 
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or  now,  under  tbe  SeBuonal  Order,  on 
Friday,  "Mr.  Speaker  shall  leave  the 
Chair  withoat  question  put."  To-day^ 
Committee  of  Sui4)ly  is  an  Order  of  1^ 
Day,  and  Uierefore  Standing  Ordo*  com- 
pels me  to  leave  the  Chair  without  ques- 
tion putk  The  invariable  practice  haa 
been,  titat  when  the  Motion  has  been 
cnrried  that  "  Mr.  Speaker  now  leave  the 
Chair"  upon  first  going  into  the  Esti- 
iLateSi  any  additional  or  supplementary 
Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply  afterwards 
for  a  further  expenditure  in  that  year,  is 
put  to  the  Committee  without  the  ques- 
tion being  put  that  I  leave  the  Chair. 
Theref<H*e  I  think  the  notice  and 
piocedure  are  quite  in  order,  and  I  shall 
now  leave  the  Choir  without  putting  any 
question. 


ORDERS  OF  TBE  DAT. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

[The  CuAiRUAN  of  Wats  and  Mbans, 
Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB,  in  the  Chair.J 

CIVIL   SKBTI0H8,  189G-7. 
BOTFTIAH  KZFlDinOM. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed:— 

"That  a  som,  not  exceeding  £798,802,  be 
granted  to  Hor  Mftjeify,  to  dcfrqr  the  Charge 
wUdi  will  come  in  oonne  <tf  pavinent  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March 
1897,  for  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Expenditure 
inclined  in  oonnectaon  with  the  Egyptian  Ex- 
pedition to  Dongola." 

*Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  thh  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  MiCHAXL  Hicks  Bbach, 
Bristol,,  W.),  who  was  received  with 
Ministerial  cheers,  said:  Before  I  state 
to  the  Committee  Uie  reasons  whidi  have 
induced  Her  Majesty*!  Govemmrat  to 
make  the  proposal  which  has  been  read 
from  the  Chair,  I  should  like  to  inform 
the  Committee  what  is  the  actual  cost  of 
what  may  be  properly  called  the  Egyp- 
tian expedition  to  Dongola.    I  do  not 


include  in  that  cost  the  sum  of  £145,000 
which,  as  the  Committee  will  see,  stands 
in  a  subsequent  Estimate  for  garriaonii^ 
Suakim  and  neighbouring  places  fay 
the  Indian  Ivoops.  That  is  an  item 
which  has  uotmng  to  do  with  the 
Egyptian  Government,  except,  of  course, 
that  the  services  which  the  Indiui  troops 
were  thus  able  to  render  were  of  voy 
great  importance  and  usefulness  to  the 
Egyptian  Government  in  succeaafully 
carrying  on  the  Dongola  campaign. 
["  Hear,  hear  I"]  But  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  feel  that  under  any  circmn- 
stances  it  would  not  have  been  right  for 
us  to  have  imposed  that  expenditure 
upon  the  Government  of  X^ypt- 
\Chur9.'\  Therefore  it  is  proposed  now 
as  a  separate  Vote  altogether,  and  has 
no  reference  to  the  expenditure  vhidi  I 
am  about  to  explain  to  the  Committee. 
The  coat  of  the  expedition,  properly  so 
called,  was  £733,000.  That  included 
the  extension  of  the  railway  and 
telf^raph  from  Sarraa  to  Abu  Fating 
on  the  way  to  Dongola,  of  £185,000 
and  also  the  cost  of  the  gun- 
boats purchased  for  the  purposes  of  the 
expedition.  I  need  not  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  both  these  items  are,  so  to 
speak,  still  to  the  good  and  will  render 
valuable  service  in  the  future.  ["  Hear, 
heorl"]  They  altogether  form  nearly 
one-third  of  the  total  cost  of  the  expedi- 
tion. The  cost  of  the  expedition  in 
another  and  more  important  way  was, 
I  think,  equally  small  when  compared 
with  the  results  achieved.  No  more  out 
of  the  whole  Egyptian  force  than  47  per- 
sons were  killed  in  action,  235  fell  vic- 
tims to  cholera,  and  rather  more  than 
100  to  other  fbrma  of  disease  during  the 
months  the  campaign  lasted.  Fkobably 
with  regard  to  that  latter  point,  as  many 
lives  woidd  have  been  lost  if  the  troops 
had  remained  at  home.  I  do  not  think 
that  any  more  complete  suocees  was  ever 
obtained  by  any  expedition  that  was  ever 
undertaken.  [(7A««r«.]  I  do  not  si^ 
tills  as  wishing  to  take  any  credit  what- 
cTor  to  Her  Majesty's  Government.  Tbi 
credit  is  due,  of  course,  to  Sir  Herbert 
Kitchener — [cAeert} — and  the  gallant  offi- 
cers and  men  uQd?r  his  command,  and 
last,  but  by  no  means  least,  to  Lord 
Croiher  and  the  authorities  at  Caira 
\Churt.'\   I  think  when  we  compare  the 
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cost  which  I  have  quoted  with  the  anti- 
cipations which  were  held  out  upon  the 
Bubject  to  Parliament  last  spring,  there 
is  a  good  deal  to  be  said,  or  rather  a 
good  deal  that  might  be  said.  I  remem- 
ber that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Montrose  Borghs  told  ns,  in 
so  many  words,  that  the  Cabinet  must 
have  gone  mad  in  sanctioning  this  expe- 
dition. I  remember  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  lor  Wol- 
verhampton, in  a  Debate  upon  the  Bud- 
get, criticised  me  vevy  severely  for  not 
having  made  any  special  provision 
for  this  expenditure.  Bui  wfayf  Be- 
caase  ha  said  that  in  the  year  1884  Par- 
liament had  to  be  called  together  in  the 
autumn  to  increase  the  income  tax  by 
IJd.  in  the  pound  in  order  to  pay  the 
expenditure  then  incurred  in  the  Soudan, 
and  again  in  the  year  1885  a  Vote  of 
Credit  of  no  less  than  £4,600,000  was 
taken  for  the  same  porpose,  when  the 
Sinking  Fund  had  actuaDy  to  be  suspen- 
ded in  order  to  proride  it.  Those  were 
the  anticipations  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposi^  held 
out  to  the  conntiy  last  spring  as  tb«  pro- 
bable expenditure  upon  this  campaign. 
Those  expectations  have  been  absolutely 
falsified.  One  thing,  and  one  thing  alone, 
has  proved  correct,  that  is,  the  anticipa- 
tion that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  ask 
this  House  to  vote  a  certain  sum  of 
money.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  said  that  if  history  re- 
peated itself  in  policy  it  would  also  in 
coat.  I  ventured  then  to  say  that  histoiy 
had  not  repeated  itself  in  policy,  that  we 
and  the  ^^tian  Govemmrait  had  taken 
'warning  by  the  occurrences  of  1884  and 
1885,  and  the  manner  in  which  this  ex- 
pedition had  been  planned,  and  the  mode 
in  which  it  had  been  conducted,  were  not 
the  same  as  the  policy  of  those  days,  and 
that  ther^ore  the  result  would  be  very 
different.  But  I  should  like  to  point  out 
to  the  Committee  that  if  the  anticipations 
■which  I  had  morj  right  to  form  at  that 
date  had  been  realised  I  should  not  have 
bad  to  ask  the  House  to  vote  a  single 
penny  of  the  cost  of  the  expedition.  I 
have  said  it  has  cost  £733,000.  As 
the  Committee  will  recollect,  £512,600 
in  English  currency  was  ad^mced  by  the 
Commission  of  the  Caisse  to  the  Egyptian 
GovCTnment  for  the  purposes  of  the  Don- 
gola  expedition.  That  sum,  togetha:  with 
the  surplus  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the 


Egyptian  Government,  would  have  prae- 
ticaUy  enabled  it  to  have  defrayed  all  the 
coat  of  the  expedition.  The  Committee 
are  well  aware  why  it  is  I  stand  before 
them  asking  for  this  Vote.  Thedecision-. 
at  which  the  Commission  of  the  Caisse 
arrived — ^that  this  expedition  was,  so  to 
speak,  extraordinary  expenditure,  which 
they  were  justified  in  aiding  by  a  grant 
from  the  reserve  fimd  at  their  disposal — 
was  set  aaide  by  the  Mixed  Court  of  Appeal 
in  E^ypt,  and  the  E^Tptian  Government 
were  directed  to  repay  the  Caisse  the  sum 
advanced,  with  intoest.  That  sum,  as 
the  Committee  will  see  in  the  Paper 
that  has  been  circulated,  amounts  to 
£628,000,  and  as  soon  as  that  decision 
had  been  arrived  at  by  the  Court,  as  soon 
as  the  E^;yptian  Government  Imd  inti- 
mated— and  I  think  it  was  quite  right  to 
intimate— that  having  agreed  to  abide  by 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Coiurt  it  was  bound 
to  carry  out  its  judgment,  and  therefore 
to  r^Hiy  the  money,  we  ItMrt  not  a  day  in 
informing  the  Egyptian  Government  that 
we  would,  as  far  as  we  were  concerned, 
hold  them  harmless  in  the  matter — 
[eA«er«]— and  ask  Parliament  to  recoup 
them  the  wp^iditure  the^  had  to  rqiay. 
I  do  not  wish — I  could  not  speak  with 
authority — to  say  anything  as  to  the 
legal  merits  of  the  judgment  of  the  Mixed 
Court  of  Appeal.  The  view  of  the  E^p- 
tian  Government  and  their  legal  advisen" 
has  been  ably  set  out  in  the  Papw:^  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  But,  I  am  bound 
to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  situation 
has  been  created  in  E^pt,  by  that  deci- 
sion, of  a  remarkable  kind.  The  Com- 
mittee are  well  aware  that  the  ISgyptian 
Govonment  is  {vactically,  in  financial 
matters,  in  leadii^  strings  under  the 
authority  of  the  Great  Powers,  and  that 
authority  is  largdy  exercised  by  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Caisse  (which  is  a  Commis- 
sion composed  of  the  representatives  of 
the  Great  Powers),  and  among  the  duties 
specially  delegated  to  that  Commission 
was  the  duty  of  receiving  a  certain  portion 
of  the  annual  surplus  accruing  to  the 
E^iyptian  Government  and  devoting  it  to 
a  reserve  fund  for  unforeseen  contin- 
gencies, primarily,  I  ai^pose,  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  boncttiolders.  But  th^  were 
specially  authorised  to  devote  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  application  of  the  Egyptian 
Government,  a  portion  of  that  reserve 
fund  to  meeting  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure which  might  be  required  by 


Digitized  by 


1443  JHup/jly. 


{COMMONS} 


Suppljf.  \m 


that  GoTcmment  b^ood  the  ordinair 
expenses  of  the  Bud^  of  the  year.  Act- 
ing on  that  anthoritj,  which  was  special!; 
T^ited  in  than  hy  the  Great  Powers  whom 
they  represent,  the  Commission  of  the 
Caisse  by  a  majority  (as  they  have  often 
decided  before  by  a  majority)  voted 
£512,000  to  the  Egyptian  GoTemment. 
Aftor  considering  the  matter,  thc^  deli- 
boately  reaoWed  that  the  expedition  to 
DongoU  might  properly  be  included 
UDong  the  extraordinary  expenditure  to 
which  the  reserve  hind  might  properly  be 
devoted.  But -what  has  bctn  the  uecision 
of  the  Mixed  Court  of  Appeal  I  That 
Court,  acting,  as  far  as  I  can  underatand, 
upon  the  view  that  tfavo  is  a  certain 
difference  between  the  terms  of  the  decree 
of  1876  and  the  Law  of  Liquidation  of 
1880 — a  difference  which  Lord  Cromer, 
who  himself  took  part  in  drawing  up  the 
Law  of  Liquidation  of  1880,  asserts  to 
hia  own  knowled^  whs  not  a  zeal  differ- 
ence, but  a  mere  drafting  difference  not 
intended  to  make  any  r«il  diff^^nce  at 
all — acting,  I  say,  upon  that  view,  the 
Mixed  Court  of  Appeal  have  decided  that 
any  one  member  of  the  Commission  of 
the  Caisse  might  appeal  to  them  against 
the  decision  of  all  the  rest  of  the  membo^ 
of  the  Commission,  and  might  thus  en- 
able this  Mixed  Court  of  Appeal — which 
itself  is  the  creature  of  the  Great  Powers 
in  E^yptiaa  affairs — to  ovwride  and  set 
aside  the  decision,  all  but  unanimous,  of 
the  Commission  of  the  Caisse  on  a  mattn- 
which  was  specially  entrusted  to  them  by 
the  Great  Powers.  [Cheers.]  The  deci- 
sion seems  to  me  to  be  almost  absiu-d. 
Here  is  a  reserve  fund  which,  at  the  time 
of  the  Dongola  expedition,  amounted  to 
X2,750,000.  A  considerable  part  of  it 
was  not  needed  for  any  other  purpose. 
It  had  been  accumulated  by  the  wise 
financial  administration  of  the  i^yptian 
Government  acting  under  our  advice.  Its 
very  eadstmce  was  due  to  no  o^er  cause. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "]  The  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment decided  that  it  was  necessary  that 
part  of  this  fund  should  be  applied  to  the 
cost  of  the  Dongola  expedition.  We,  who 
are  responsible  after  all  for  the  safety  of 
E^ypt — a  reeponaibility  in  which  no 
other  Power  shares  with  us  anything  at 
all — [loud  rheert] — we  supported  the 
view  of  the  Egyptian  Government.  The 
majority  of  the  Great  Powers  took  the 
same  view,  but  the  whole  thing  is  over- 
tamed  and  set  aside  hy  the  decision  of  the 
Chanc^ior  of  the  Exchequer. 


Mixed  Court  of  AppeaL  I  am  bnmd  to 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  when  next  mi 
the  time  arrives  at  which  the  coiutitntir>! 
and  the  powers  of  these  Mixed  Codiu 
have  to  be  reconsidered,  a  voy  gnrt 
question  ot^ht  to  and  must  arise  u  i< 
what  shall  be  their  powers  and  autboritj 
in  the  future — [eheert] — and  vhalw 
th^  shall  be  allowed  in  this  way  to  icttr- 
fere  in  affairs  which  have  been  ddV 
ratdy  enlmsted  by  the  Great  Powtnw 
another  tribunal  altogether.  That  ii  k 
the  future.  For  the  present  the  Egrpttia 
Government  had  no  option  but  to  rep*' 
this  money,  and  we  felt  that  we  tud  u) 
option  but  to  recoup  them.  The  taw 
upon  which  we  have  made  the  sdnoeein 
these.  We  have  made  an  agreemeot 
the  Egyptian  Government  that  whik  tW 
advance  is  outstanding — and  in  the 
vanoe  I  include  £270,000  indoded  intk 
estimate  to  which  I  will  sofanqantb 
allude — while  the  advance  is  oiitatu£K 
they  shall  pay  2|  per  crat  inttren  « 
the  money,  being  the  same  rate  pu^  oe 
our  own  Funds,  and  that  it  shall  mt  liii 
the  two  Governments  from  time  to  tiK 
to  agree  as  to  the  repay  ment  by  the  Rfp- 
tian  Government  of  the  capital  tm 
such  instalments  as  may  be  foand 
Bible  and  convenient.  ["  Hear,  bar! 
The  E^ryptian  Government  hare  williulj 
actepted  that  proposal.  [Oppaiiti« 
laughter.]  I  hear  a  suggestion  tint  H  :> 
not  sur[»iBing  that  they  should.  Ik 
hon.  Member  for  Northajmpton  will  p 
bably  find  fault  with  me  for  adTiods 
the  mon^  on  too  eas^  terms. 
Labouchbrb  :  "  No."]  He  may  mt  ^ 
is  no  technical  security.  That  is  pofeciK 
true.  Owing  to  their  financial  fettenik 
Egyptian  Government  are  unable  to  pr; 
any  such  technical  security.  But  itl>*" 
the  word  of  the  Egyptian  GoTemmW" 
which  we  tnist,  and  we  have  this  fortfe 
fact — that  We  are  in  occupation  of 
— [laughter  and  eheert] — and  the  t>^- 
that  we  have  been  comp^ed  to  mskeii' 
advance,  through,  certainly  no  fault  >' 
action  of  our  own,  is,  I  think,  rather  likrT 
to  prolong  that  occupation.  [Re»f^' 
eheert  and  laughter.]  I  have  no  ix'x 
that  will  be  regarded  by  Gentlemen  off 
site  with  great  objection.  I  hsTc 
concealed  my  own  opinion  that  if  T  • 
regard  the  occupation  of  E^ypt  to^^  * 
an  abstract  question  there  is  not  a  ii^' 
to  be  said  ag^Unst  die  advantages 
occupation  to  this  eounti7.  B"'  ^ 
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matter  has  long  passed  belong  the  re^on 
of  abstract  questions.  Owing  to  a  long 
chain  of  events,  for  which  no  Minister  and 
no  Goremment  can  be  held  specially  re- 
sponsible, Mr.  Gladstone  and  his  col- 
le^ifaea  were  forced  into  the  occupation 
of  Egypt.  From  that  day  to  this,  though 
Governments  have  been  in  office  whose 
leading  members  ardeitly  desired  that 
that  occupation  should  cease,  this  country 
has  new  been  able  to  terminate  it  eithn' 
with  honour  or  safety.  What  is  the  main 
cause  of  the  prolongation  of  that  occuper 
tion  to  the  present  day  and  the  probabi- 
lity of  its  prolongation  much  longer  than 
was  anticipated  I  I  believe  mainly  this — 
that  France,  especially,  has  never  allowed 
us  a  free  hand  in  £^ypt. 

Mr.  henry  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton): Why  should  she?  \OpposUion 
cheersA 

«Thb  chancellor  or  thi  EX- 
CHEQUER: Why  should  shel  Because 
she  voluntarily  declined  to  join  us  in 
going  to  Egypt,  and  she  cast  upon  us 
by  that  act  the  sole  responsibility  for 
the  safety  of  Egypt,  and  I  have 
always  felt  that  we  might  justly  have 
demanded  that  we  should  have  a  free  hand 
to  perform  that  responsibility.  But  there 
is  one  thing  to  be  said.  1  cannot  under- 
stand how  anyone  who  objects  to  allowing 
the  Egyptian  Government  to  use  half  a 
million  of  its  own  surplus — which  is  not 
wanted  for  any  other  piirpose — in/  the 
recovery  of  its  lost  province  of  Dongola, 
and  insists  that  the  Egyptian  Govemm^t 
shall  be  bound  hand  and  foot  by  finan- 
cial fetters,  which  prevent  it  from  profit- 
ing by  those  conversion  economies  which 
are  due  to  its  admirable  finanoial  ad- 
ministration— I  cannot  understand  how 
anyone  who  holds  the  view  that  the 
E^ptian  Government  must  continue 
to  be  80  fettered,  can  at  the  same  time 
contend  that  Egypt  is  fit  to  stand  alone. 
I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  more  on  the  past 
or  evm  the  present.  Now  I  come  to  say 
something  as  to  the  future.  Of  course, 
the  fact  that  the  Egyptian  Government 
has  been  refused  permission  to  use  its  own 
surplus  in  this  way  has  an  important 
effect  on  the  financial  situation,  and  we 
have  had  very  carefully  to  consider 
whether  we  should  sanction  a  further 
advance  in  the  policy  which  was  adopted 
last  year,  or  whethw  that  policy  should  be 
reversed.  What  was  our  policy  last  year  ? 
It  was,  for  reasons  which  seemed  to  us 


sufficient,  the  restoration  to  civilisation 
of  the  province  of  Dongola.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  But  since  that  expedition  was 
undertaken  wo  have  never  concealed, 
either  from  Parliament  or  from  the 
country,  that  in  our  view  there  should  be 
a  further  advance  in  the  same  direction — 
[cheers] — and  that  E^ypt  could  never  be 
held  to  be  permanently  secured  so  long 
as  a  hostile  power  was  in  occupation  of 
the  Nile  Vall^  up  to  EJmrtoum.  [Cheers.l 
We  have  had  to  consider  whether  that 
policy  should  still  be  pursued.  1  think 
there  is  one  thing  of  which  we  and  others 
may  be  quite  certiun.  If  we  believe  any 
policy  to  be  right  with  reference  to  'Egypt 
this  country  will  not  be  worried  out  of  it 
— [cheers] — by  hindrances  and  difficultira 
such  as  the  refusal  of  this  money. 
[CAeers.]  We  believe  that  the  policy  is 
right,  and  we  intend  that  it  shall  be  rtill 
pmrsued.  [Cheert.]  But  we  intoid  that 
it  shall  be  pursued  prudently  and  gradu- 
ally, for  it  certainly  would  not  be  either 
to  the  political  or  financial  advantage  o' 
Egypt  that  more  territoiy  should  b' 
restored  to  her  than  she  can  properly  ad  ■ 
minister  or  properly  defend,  and,  there- 
fore, what  we  propose  is  that  the  policy 
shall  be  continued  in  the  coming  season 
first  of  all  by  an  advance  to  a  very  impor- 
tant point  of  the  Nile  called  Abu  Hamed, 
which  lies  to  the  north-east  of  the  ex- 
treme limits  of  the  present  province  of 
Dongola.  I  oi^ht  to  say,  however,  that 
that  advance  will  be  an  Egyptian  advance. 
Hon.  Members,  no  doubt,  will  remember 
the  rumours  that  were  spread  about 
widely  last  year  as  to  the  enormous  pre- 
parations that  were  being  made  in  this 
country  for  expeditions  to  the  Soudan  and 
other  matters  of  that  kind.  The  same 
rumours  have  been  repeated,  and  the 
names  of  eminent  commanders  luve  been 
sug^iested  for  the  work.  These  rumours 
now  are  as  void  of  any  foundation  as  the 
rumours  were  last  year.  [CAeers.]  This 
is  to  be  as  that  was,  an  Egyptian  advance 
in  the  first  place  to  Abu  Hained,  and  after- 
wards possibly  beyond.  [C/«r«r».]  How 
far  I  do  not  think  it  right  to  say.  But 
this  I  will  say,  that  in  oxu*  opinion  the 
main  work  to  be  done  in  the  coming 
season  should  be,  firstly,  the  consolidation 
and  connection  of  the  districts  already 
under  the  dominion  of  theEhediye  ;  and 
secondly,  the  acquisition  of  important 
strategiod  positions  which  may  be  of  the 
utmost  ralue  in  the  future.  [Cheers.] 
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We  propose  to  contribute  to  the  work  to 
the  extent  that  has  been  named  in  the 
E8timate~£270,000.  How  is  that  money 
to  be  expended?  It  is  to  be  expended  iii 
ptuchaBin^  material  for  ft  light  railway 
between  Wady  HaUa  and  Abu  Earned 
across  the  chord  of  the  great  bend  of 
the  Nile,  along  a  route  irtuch  for 
generations  has  been  the  main  caravan 
road  from  Cairo  to  the  interior  of  Africa. 
The  Egyptian  Government  will  construct 
that  railway,  and  they  will  bear  all  the 
other  expenses  that  are  likely  to  be  in- 
ctured  in  the  coming  season.  X  have 
had  conferences  both  with  Sir  Herbert 
Kitchener  and  with  Mr.  Dawkins, 
of  the  Egyptian  Financial  Department, 
and  I  have  satisfied  myself  both  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  operations  to  be  undertaken , 
their  probaUe  cost,  and  the  means  of  the 
Egyptian  Go'venunent  to  meet  them  ; 
and  I  can  state  that  it  is  not  in 
our  contemplation  to  ask  Parliament 
during  1897  for  any  further  expenditure 
in  this  matter  than  that  which  is  now  pro- 
posed. We  believe  that  in  the  policy 
which  I  have  indicated  and  in  the  Vote 
which  we  propose  towards  canying  it  out 
we  shall  be  meeting  the  deeires  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  [Cheers.] 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  asked  what  the 
total  cost  of  the  railway-  was  estimated  tn 
be. 

*Thb  chancellor  op  tot  EX- 
CHEQUER :  That  I  am  not  prepared  at 
the  moment  to  tell  the  hon.  Member. 
But  the  main  cost  of  these  railways  ih 
always  the  material,  and  the  vote  which 
we  propose  will  be  for  all  the  material 
required  for  the  railway.  That  line,  we 
believe,  will  not  only  be  of  very  great 
value  for  militaiy  purposes  in  the  com- 
paratively near  future,  it  will,  we  hope, 
some  day  be  a  commercial  highway  of 
great  importance  between  Egypt  and  the 
interior  of  Africa.  [Cheers^  I  do  not 
suppose  that  I  shall  be  able  to  convinto 
right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
who  have  always  consistently  opposed  this 
policy,  that  we  are  right  in  our  belief  that 
it  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  Egypt 
that  a  hostile  Power  should  not  per- 
manently be  situated  at  Khartoum  or  that 
we  have  acted  wisely  in  undertaking  this 
task ;  but  I  think  I  may  venture  to  appeal 
to  hon.  Members  who  approved  of  our 
policy  last  year  whether  the  result  of  that 
policy — ^whetiier  the  success  of  that  expe- 
ChamxUor  of  the  Exchequer. 


dition  in  the  manner  which  I  have  de- 
scribed does  not  justify  them  in  reposing 
in  us  confidence  for  the  future.  [CArer*.] 
There  is  one  word  1  would  venture  to  say 
even  to  the  right  hon,  and  hon.  Gentlonen 
opposite.  The  right  hon.  CrWtleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouthshire,  in 
speaking  on  the  Address  in  answer  to  Her 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech;  was  good 
enough  to  compliment  me  on  the  posses- 
sion of  common  sense  in  this  matter. 
But,  then,  he  went  on  to  say  that  I  had 
deviated  into  philanthropy.  Has  philan- 
thropy no  claims  upon  us  in  this  matter  1 
[C7f«r/r.]  I  do  not  wish  to  underrate  any 
of  our  responsibilities,  let  us  say  for  the 
Armenians  or  for  any  of  the  subjects  of 
the  Sultan  of  Turk^.  But  thoe  respon- 
sibilities  are  not  nearly  so  great  or  so 
specif  as  our  responsibility  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Soudan.  This  country 
solely,  deliberately,  and,  I  thinlc,  unwit- 
tingly compelled  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment to  abandon  the  Sou^ii.  Our  people 
were  told  at  the  time  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
and  others,  who,  I  have  no  doubt, 
believed  it,  that  it  was  a  proper  thing 
to  reUeve  Uie  inhabitants  of  the  Soudan, 
who  were  rightly  stripling  to  be  free, 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  Egyptian  Govem- 
ment.  But  what  do  we  see  now?  From 
the  reports  of  those  who  have  been  so 
unfortunate  as  to  be  prisoners  of  the 
Khalifa  ;  from  the  condition  to  which  the 
once  fertile  province  of  Dongola  has  been 
reduced  under  that  Government ;  firom 
the  delight  of  the  population  at  welcomin<r 
back  that  Egyptian  Government  who  were 
supposed  to  appear  to  them  in  the  light 
of  tyrants ;  we  may  be  quite  sure  that 
there  never  was  a  case  in  any  part  of  the 
wDrld  in  which  an  unfortunate  and 
less  population  groaned  under  a  more 
ruthless,  more  barbarous,  and  mon 
fanatical  tyranny  than  the  peac^ol  in- 
habitants of  the  Soudan  under  the  rule 
of  Iho  Khalifa.  \Cheer$.']  Is  it  because 
the  skins  of  these  men  are  black,  is  it 
becauce  the  religion  is  Mohamedan,  that 
the  claims  of  humanity,  which  were  so 
strong  with  the  right  hon.  Memb^  for 
Montrose  iu  the  matter  of  Armenia,  are 
nothing  to  us  now  f  [CAeer».]  I  will  not 
believe  it  I  am  no  believer  in  the 
mission,  even  of  so  pownful  a  coontir 
as  this,  to  redress  the  wrongs  of 
humanity  all  over  the  world.  Bnt  hen 
is  a  case  in  which  the  task  is  ready  to  our 
hand.    Here  is  a  case  in  which,  as  the 
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right  hon.  Gentlmiazi  lumself  has  said, 
there  is  reason  to  beliere  that  this  baleful 

power  of  the  Khalifa  is  of  itself  crumbling 
to  decay.  Here  is  a  case  in  which  we  may 
fulfil  that  responsibility  which  undoubt- 
edly rests  upon  us.  I  believe  the  great 
majority  of  oiu*  people  will  desire  that 
that  task,  should  be  undertaken  and  that 
responsibility  fulfilled.  Wheerg.^ 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Montrose 
Buighs) :  I  think  no  one  in  the  House 
will  conceal  from  himsdf  the  gravity  of 
some  of  the  language  which  has  follen 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  \Cheers.] 
I  should  have  thought  that  if  ever  there 
was  a  moment  at  which  it  was  most 
desirable  not  to  allow  a  whisper  to  fall 
that  might  break  the  harmony  amongst 
the  European  Powers,  this  was  the 
moment.  [CAcer*,]  If  ever  there  was  a 
moment  when  neither  by  word  nor  by 
act  should  you  increase  the  irritation  felt 
notoriously  in  somo  quarters,  I  should 
have  thought  that  this  was  the  moment. 
\Cheerg.'\  How  can  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man suppose  that  the  huiguage  that  he 
used  in  the  ecu-lier  part  of  his  remarks 
about  the  action  of  France  and  Russia  in 
relation  to  the  affair  of  the  Caisse  can 
be  regarded  as  anything  but  a  direct,  and 
I  venture  to  think,  a  most  imprudent 
challenge  to  these  Powers  to  question  the 
sincerity  of  our  plea  for  remaining  in 
Egypt — a  direct  challenge  to  them  to  take 
up  a  new  position  ?  l^e  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  and  othOT  Gentlranen  opposite 
hare  done  us  the  justice  to  say  that  since 
the  present  Government  has  been  in  ofSce 
we  on  this  side  have  been  scrupulously 
careful  to  use  no  language  and  take  no 
action  that  should  in  any  way 
multiply  difficulties  or  make  em- 
barrassments for  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  respect  of  foreign  policy. 
Have  they  done  us  that  justice?  I  hope 
they  will  believe  that  in  the  remarks  which 
1  have  already  made,  and  in  those  which 
I  shall  proceed  to  make,  there  is  no  desire 
whatever  to  tf^e  party  advantage  of  those 
most  delicate  fuid  dangerous  trwisactions. 
It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the  position 
in  E^pt  is,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  said,  an  absurd  position,  that 
it  is  of  a  very  intolerable  character,  and 
go  on  ;  but  it  is  precisely  because  we  hold 
that  view,  because  we  hold  that  the  posi- 
tion is  absurd  in  its  present  attitude  to- 
vards  FVuice  and  other  Powers  in  respect 
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of  Egypt}  that  we  question  the  expediency 
of  an  indeBnitely  prolonged  occupation 
there  ;  and  that  is  the  very  foundation  of 
our  case.  [Cheers.]  That  is  our  general 
case;  and  I  am  not  now  going  into  the 
general  question  of  the  occupation  of 
Egypt,  because  after  all  the  general  ques- 
tion is  entirely  secondary,  and  merely 
incidental  to  the  particular  question  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  discuss  this  after- 
noon. But  it  makes  me  wonder  the  more 
that  the  ChanoeUor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
is  genwally  distinguished  by  strong  com- 
mon smse,  should  have  gratuitously  and 
without  occasion  raised  it,  not  only  for 
our  consideration,  but  for  the  considera- 
tion of  foreign  Powers  who  think  them- 
selves interested  in  the  large  general  ques- 
tion. 1  will  only  say  this  upon  it.  I 
know  many  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
think  that  those  who  hold  the  view  that 
the  time  may  como  when  we  shall  have 
done  our  worit  in  E^'i>t,  and  who  ques- 
tion the  expediency  of  the  expedition  to 
Khartoum,  are  almost  guilty  of  high  trea- 
son. ['"Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.]  I 
confess  that  I  have  nevn-  heard  upon  the 
general  question  a  full,  an  intelligwt,  and 
a  deliberate  statement,  either  on  this  side 
of  the  House  or  on  that  of  the  precise 
gains  which  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
get  out  of  our  occupation  of  Egypt.  I  am 
not  saying  that  is  the  only  view  that 
ought  to  be  taken.  "We  have  respon- 
sibilities there  which  we  cannot  avoid  ;  I 
know  it  full  well,  and  I  have  no  desire  to 
evade  them  ;  but  if  you  are  going  to  raise, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  done,  the 
general  question,  1  do  hope  the  House 
and  our  constituents  will  ask  explicitly 
and  plainly  what  are  the  advantages  we 
are  to  gain  from  an  indefinite,  prolonged 
occupation  of  Egypt  against  the  consent 
of  some  of  those  who,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
think  themselves  interested.  That  is  a 
question  well  worth  conoidcring  and  dis- 
cussing, and  I  expect  that,  after  a  few 
weeks  are  over,  after  the  language  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  it  is  a  question 
which  will  be  unpleasantly  forced  upon 
us.  As  to  the  prophecies  of  last  year,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  very  magnani- 
mous, or  at  least  thought  himself  bo,  when 
he  said  tlutt  he  had  no  desire  to  recall 
them  and  their  falsification  which  events 
had  brought  about.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman reminded  the  Committee  that  I 
had  used  the  word  "  madness  "  in  connec- 
tion with  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's 
3M 
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Government  in  undwtaking  tlw  Dongola 
expedition.  But  I  (ua  not  yet  repentant 
for  the  use  of  that  word.  I  am.  no 
means  repentant,  because  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  what  we  foresaw  last  year  is 
going  to  come  true,  and  the  Dongola  ex- 
pedition is  now  avowed  to  be  the  first  step 
of  a  laj^,  prolonged,  costly,  and 
dangerous  set  of  operations  which  it  is 
nothing  short  of  madness  in  the  present 
position  of  the  world  for  the  Government 
gratuitously  and  without  any  active  oc- 
casion to  plunge  into.  [CAe«r«.]  We 
were  not  the  only  persons  who  prophesied 
last  year.  We  ttexe  assured  lost  year  by, 
I  think,  ev^  hon.  Gentlenuui  who  spoke 
from  the  Bench  opposite  that  this  expedi- 
tion was  to  be  an  Egyptian  expedition, 
conducted  by  the  forces  of  J^pt  alone, 
and  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  resources 
of  Egypt  alone.  There  was  your  error, 
which  we  pointed  out  at  the  moment.  You 
have  forgotten  when  going  into  the  pro- 
phecies which  you  think  have  been  folsi- 
fied  that  there  were  oth«r  wfunings  and 
remonstrances  used.  I  particularly  made 
a  pointed  charge  that  you  had  raibarked 
on  this  mormouB  enterprise,  so  far  as  we 
knew,  without  making  sure  that  you 
citrried  the  Powors  with  you,  and 
especially  one  particular  Power.  Then  the 
First  Ijord  of  the  Treasury  said, 

"  Tliat  is  not  bo  ;  we  tiave  no  reaeoa  to  snp- 
I>ose  that  the  Powers  make  any  objection  to 
the  step  on  which  we  have  eonbatked. 

The  Colonial  Secretary  used  language  of 
the  same  kind  on  the  same  occasion,  and, 
I  think,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
also.  But  it  is  now  clear  that  our  warn- 
ing, our  prophecy  if  you  like,  in  March 
last  was  abundantly  justified.  The  very 
circumstance  that  lias  coaipdled  you  to 
come  to  the  House  to-day  to  nsk  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House  for  this  advance,  as  you 
call  it,  exactly  shows  that  our  warning  was 
well  inspired,  that  your  confidence  that 
you  had  the  Powws  with  you  and  carried 
them  along  with  you,  sanctioning,  ap- 
proving, nud  aiding  this  expedition,  was 
entirely  wrong,  nud — most  important 
point  of  all — of  the  prophecies  made  last 
year  your  prohecies  have  been  falsified, 
and  not  ours.  [C//«r*.]  Nothing  could 
Ije  more  explicit.  There  was  the  confident 
language  used  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  Egypt  would  bo  able  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  expedition  and 
that  no  penny  would  come  out  of  the 
Mr.  Jolm  Morley. 


pockets  of  the  British  taxpayer.  Be  Iw 
r^eired  to  the  discussion  that  took  placa  \ 
betweoi  my  right  hon.  Frioid  ^  Utn-  { 
ber  for  Wolverhampton   and  hiaidt  I 
across  the  table,  but  he  did  not  quote 
the  strongest  and  most  definite  eziwea8i(» 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend's  opinion.  3It 
right  hon.  Friend  said, 

"  If  the  CommittM  think  Egypt  u  p*"* 
to  pay  when  all  is  done,  tbey  will  be  wr 

Cvely  disappointed.  Sooner  or  l«ter  Eiif- 
i  will  have  to  pay,  for  the  poUqr  tiut  m 
been  adopted  iii  yours,  and  the  initiitin  ii 
yours." 

[Cheer$.'\  Then  the  Chancellor  of  the  &■ 
chequer  got  up  and  said,  "  The  Egypdn 
Government  have  undertf^eo  this  expedi- 
tion " — what  a  farce  it  is  to  talk  of  tie 
Egyptian  Government ;  all  through  tb» 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  speedi  to- 
night he  made  me  smile  when  he  qwkc 
of  the  Egyptian  Govonment  underti^iiK 
this  or  that,  because  it  means  Hff 
Majesty's  Government  and  no  otha*— 

"  With  UiMT  own  forces  and  at  thmr  on  oott- 
.  .  It  is  probable  that  some  charge  nr 
be  imposed  upon  us  in  connection  with  Urn  ^ 
patch  of  special  service  officers  in  the  aon-  . 
ment  of  the  Britidi  troops  now*  in  Egypt, 
I,  at  any  rate,  have  no  reason  to  antidfue 
that  any  trf  tiie  twrible  pntgnoaticaiiDas  U 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  foUUled.* 

Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  cot-  . 
tend  that  my  r^ht  hon.  Friend  made  i 
false  prophecy  when  he  said  '*  aonter  cr 
later  England  will  have  to  payT "  IV 
Chanoetlor  of  the  Exchequer  has  told  u 
— the  particulars  are  not  over  full  l«t 
they  are  still  sufficient — the  conditioM 
under  which  that  advance  haa  been  made. 
As  I  understand  it,  ^73.3,000  has  betz  , 
advanced.   ["  No,  no !  "]  ■ 
*TiiB    CHANCELLOR    of  rm  K- 
CHE(>UEK:    £7.t3,O0O  was  the  tool 
cost  of  the  expedition. 

Mk.  3.  MORLET :  Then  £&28,O00  W 
been  advanced  at  2f  per  cent^^  intenstrN 
bo  paid,  I  suppose,  in  the  ordinair 
and  the  principal  to  be  repaid  in  iutal-  | 
mcnts  as  may  be  convenient  to  the  EpT" 
tian  Government.    But  I  should  like  ^ 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  GetitleBUi  | 
L*xpect*(    the  Egyptian  Govcmment  i" 
make  provision  for  the  reparment  of  tfc 
instalments.    No  date  is  fixed  when  tbf 
Egyptian  Government  are  to  r^y.  1 
wondOT  how  the  E^iyptian  GorenmnL 
which,  remember,  has  no  money  to  tf* 
from  CTirrent  purposes,  is  to  be  expw**' 
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to  be  ever  able  to  rqray  those  instalments. 
I  do  not  believe  that  money  has  ever  been 
odTimced  on  security  so  childish  as  this, 
because  we  all  know  that  the  Egyptian 
Government  will  not  ba  able,  without 
stnrvinf;  those  services  which  we  are 
proud  tn  see  undertaken  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  of  E^pt,  to  repay  those  in- 
stalments. [Cheers.]  Why  do  you  not 
have  the  courage  of  your  own  policy  and 
say  to  the  House :  "  It  is  our  policy  ;  the 
initiative  was  oiirs  ;all  these  philanthropic 
pretensions  which  we  make  are  ours ;  we 
win  pay  for  themf "  Surely,  if  all  those 
operations  aro  to  be  undertalum  for  the 
satisfaction,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  us,  of  our  own  philanthropic  in- 
stincts, it  is  rather  hard  that  Parliament 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  £600,000 
for  the  past  satisfaction  of  our  philan- 
thropy, and  to  advance  a  number  of 
half-millions  of  money  before  those  operas 
tions  come  within  sight  of  a  close. 
[C/uer».]  I  do  not  know  why  in  this 
Estimate  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
does  not  add  the  £145,000  to  be  repaid 
to  tiie  Government  of  India  for  the  extm 
expenses,  and  which  ore  to  be  Irft  out  of 
the  cost  of  the  operations.  ["Hear, 
hear !  "]  If  those  expenses  were  added, 
the  public  at  home  would  see  what  the 
real  cost  of  this  expedition  has  been.  It 
has  been  over  £900,000 ;  and  the  argu- 
ments used  in  defence  of  that  expenditure, 
if  they  are  to  be  worth  anything  at  all, 
are  ailments  why  the  British  taxpayer 
should  find  the  money  and  why  we  should 
not  go  through  this  empty  formality  of 
veiling  it  under  the  form  of  "  an  advance." 
Let  us  look  at  the  pleas  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Friends  ad- 
vance for  what  has  been  done.  The 
first  was  the  defence  of  thp  frontier. 
It  now  appears  that  the  frontier  was  in 
no  sort  of  danger.  The  second  plea  was 
that  the  primary  object  of  the  operations, 
ns  Lord  Cromer  called  it,  was  to  relieve 
tlxe  Itftliiin  army  from  pressure  at  Kas- 
nala,  anil  so  prevent  the  possibility  of 
that  place  falling  into  hostile  hands. 
But  th»e  is  a  great  deal  of  evidence  to 
f«!in\v  that,  though  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment in  the  first  instance  did,  no  doubt, 
press  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
render  them  some  aid,  the  Italian 
tiovemment  and  their  military  officers 
on  the  spot  desired  nothing  so  much  as 


to  leave  Kassala  and  evacuate  the  terri- 
tory round  about  it  at  the  very  moment 
when  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
saying  that  the  relief  of  the  Italians  was 
one  of  their  great  objects.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  suppose  that;  anything  could 
have  happene<l  in  Kassala  after  the 
Italians  evacuated  it,  as  they  desired  to 
do,  which  would  have  affected  that 
policy.  The  third  plea  was  that  the 
"  fertile  granary  of  Dongola  was  to  be 
added  to  the  Egyptian  territory."  Now, 
this  year,  we  have  got  an  entirely  differ- 
ent set  ot  (u-guments.  The  old  argu- 
ments are  all  dropped,  because  everyone 
can  see  how  hollow  they  were.  The 
first  of  the  new  ailments  is  that  wo 
are  going  to  continue  these  operations 
in  order  to  avenge  the  follies  of  our  old 
Soudan  policy."  Lord  Cromer,  I  think, 
used  language  about  "  the  shade  of 
Gordon  beckoning  us  on  to  Khartoum." 
And  Lord  Salisbury,  in  another  place, 
said  that  our  object  under  this  head  was 
"to  efface"  what  had  taken  place  12  or 
13  years  ago.  But  there  again,  if  you 
are  going  to  avenge  your  own  follies, 
you  ought  surely  to  pay.  ["  Hear, 
hearl"]  I  do  not  imderstand  upon 
what  principle  the  people  of  Egypt,  the 
Egyptian  Treasury,  is  to  bo  loaded  for 
the  present,  and  with  the  prospect  of 
an  indefinite  load  for  the  future,  in  order 
to  avenge  our  policy.  The  second  new 
argument  is  that  we  are  going  up  the 
Nile  in  order  to  "extirpate  a  vile  and 
cruel  despotism,  compared  with  which 
the  worst  performances  of  the  Palace  at 
Constantinople  are  bright  an<r  saintly 
deeds."  Then,  thirdly,  the  occupation 
of  Dongola  is  justified  because  it  is  "on 
the  highway  to  Khartoum."  Does  it 
not  strike  the  House,  as  I  am  sure  it  will 
strike  the  country,  as  a  most  ambiguous 
and  equivocal  course,  that  while  we  had 
one  set  of  arguments  for  the  Dongola 
expedition  last  year  we  now  have  another 
set  of  arguments  used  retrospectively 
about  the  Dongola  expedition  and  pro- 
spectively as  to  projected  expeditons  to 
places  named  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  way  to  Khartoum?  But 
we  are  not  to  stop  even  at  Khartoum. 
The  Fii-st  Lonl  of  the  Treasury  carries 
us  still  further.  I  confess  I  heard  his 
language  with  consideral)le  alarm  on  the 
opening  night  of  the  Debate  on  the 
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Addrees.  The  right 
■aid  oa  that  occaeiou :  - 


{COMMONS} 


Supply. 


lion.  Gentleman 


"We  bold  that  the  p(»ition  of  Egypt  can- 
not be  regarded  as  saturfactoiy  until  the  con- 
trol of  tm  country  over  large  parts  at  all 
erenti  of  tiw  Soudan  baa  been  re-established." 

["  Hew,  hear ! "  from  th©  First  Lord  of 
the  Tbbasubt.]  We  are  not  to  stop  at 
Khartoum,  and  I  am  glad  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cheers  that. 

Thb  first  lord  ojf  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
£.) :  I  do  not  quite  follow.  I  made  no 
geographical  limitations. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY :  But  surely  going  to 
Khartoum  is  one  thing,  and  acquiring 
control  over  large  parts  of  the  Soudan 
when  you  get  to  Khartoum  is  another. 
And  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gendemui  is 
right  in  using  wider  language  than  was 
used  by  the  Prime  Minister  and  eren 
that  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
For  when  you  get  to  Khartoum,  what 
will  you  have  to  do?    Undoubtedly  your 
first  tAsk  will  be  Bolidly  to  establish  an 
Egyptian  Administration  there.    Do  you 
suppose,  when  you  have  got  an  Egyptian 
Administration  there,  that  there  will  be 
no  frontier  difficulties?    It  is  as  certain 
as  anything  can  be  that  the  old  difficul- 
ties and  conditions  will  return,  and  I 
was  glad  that  the  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
frankly  faced  that  and  was  prepared  not 
only  to  admit  that  the  policy  of  the 
Government  is  to  go  to  Khartoum,  but 
nil  the  liabilities  which  going  to  Khar- 
toum will  involve.  The  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  last  year  distinctly  said  that  if 
Egyptian  statesmen  had  their  way,  or 
wtre  able  freely  to  declare  their  opinion 
and  judgment,  they  would  not  be  con- 
tent, or  Egypt  could  not  be  regarded  as 
secure  and  as  possessing  full  guarantees 
of  proq>erity,  uhless  th^  had  their  old 
Soudanese  territory  restored  to  them  in 
its  entirety.    Having  regard  to  all  the 
facts  and  forces  of  the  situation,  I 
greatly  fear  an  extension  of  your  0])erar 
tions  will  be  forced  upon  you  by  the 
necessities  of  the  case.    The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  twitted  us  with  being 
deaf  to  the  claims  of  philanthropy  and 
humanity  in  dealing  with  these  unfortu- 
nate people,  and  said — How  is  it  you  can 
be  so  anxious  about  Armenians  while 
you  forget  the  victims  of  worse  despot- 
ism in  the  Soudan  1     There  is  no  dis- 
crepancy whatever  between  the  attitude 
Mr.  J.  Morley, 


taken  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sdei 
of  the  House  and  in  both  Parties  u  t» 
Armenia,  and  the  position  taken  ¥itii 
regard  to  the  Khalifa.  Wlieu  you  taam 
us  with  being  deficient  in  philanthrope, 
with  being  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  that 
unfortunate  people,  I  would  remind  ym 
of  the  langui^e  used  by  Lord  SalisharT 
only  nine  years  ago.  On  March  16;  18S?. 
in  another  place,  I^ord  Salisbury  said;— 

"We  do  not  depurt  in  anjr^ degree  fnn  & 
policy  6t  leaving  the  Soudan.'* 

and  with  regard  to  the  question  of  re- 
storing the  country  to  civilisation  de- 
clared that  that 

"  could  only  be  carried  out  by  a  tags  »i 
costly  expedition,  entailing  an  enonnon  ■(»■ 
fice  of  bfeod  and  treasuiej^  and  for  tiie  {»« 
a  continuoDS  expendibire. 

\MinUterial  cAwr*.]  The  question  d 
humanity  must,  after  all,  be  settled; 
your  decision  must  be  guided  by  con- 
siderations of  policy,  and  you  ib»T 
depend  upon  this,  that  you  will  not  csny 
out  your  expedition  to  Khartoum  and»5 
your  operations  incident  thereto  withow 
inflicting  an  amount  of  suffering,  tid 
perhaps  causing  an  amount  of  diKwdif 
and  chaos  which  will  far  outweigh  »J 
advantages  you  have  got  out  of  ytns 
present  partial,  and  possibly  temponr 
expedition.  As  far  as  the  Armauaii~« 
are  concerned,  thore  you  had  definite 
responsibilities  which  were  impoee^ 
upon  you  by  your  own  action.  I  «■ 
not  one  of  those  who  desire  to  carry  coi 
all  these  obligations  regardless  of  all  tbt 
diplomatic  and  military  hazards  wkiti 
might  befall.  [Ministerial  ehetrt.]  I 
desire  that  England  shoidd  take 
shore  in  putting  down  desperat*  attw* 
ties  in  Armenia,  but  I  hold  she  shooU. 
at  all  events,  choose  her  time  for  eie«B- 
ing  these  humane  and  philanthrop* 
operations  in  the  Soudan.  This  i»  il« 
point  which  I  have  Btroi^;e8t  iu  my  mini 
that  you  could  not  possibly  have  chM» 
a  more  inopportune  moment  than 
took  last  year  and  tlian  you  are  takioi 
now  for  these  operations.  The  Ho* 
will  remember  the  language  of  ^ 
Queen's  Speech  with  regard  to  it 
condition  of  affairs  abroad  and  the  tw- 
guage  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  to  tV 
anxieties  of  his  own  De^jartment,  aid 
yet  this  very  moment,  wh«»  tbeit_  * 
good  ground — I  do  not  say  for  anythit? 
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like  nlarm,  but  for  anxiety  and  circum- 
spection— ^this  is  the  moment  at  which 
you  announce  a  policy  which,  if  carried 
out,  will  have  military  effects  which  will 
certainly  involve  lockup  up  a  consider- 
able, probably  a  great,  body  of  troops 
and  will  also  involve  you  in  diplomatic 
difliculties ;  this  very  moment  when  you 
know,  we  all  know,  that  we  are  within 
sight  and  measurable  distance  of  new 
conditions  of  sea^powcr,  new  conditions 
in  regard  to  the  balance  of  murine  jwwer 
in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean — this  is 
the  moment  which  you  choose  to  take  a 
step  which  will  endanger  more  than 
ever  it  has  been  endangered  before  your 
militaiy  and  naval  policy  in  the  Eastern 
Mediterranean,  and  which  will  make  it 
more  difficult  to  readjust  that  poli(!y,  as 
undoubtedly  it  will  be  found  necessary 
in  some  respects  to  do,  and  this  change 
is  announced  in  language  the  most 
inopportune  and  imprudent.  [CAecrs.] 
Under  cover  of  your  military  success  in 
the  Dongola  expedition — a  success  which, 
from  a  military  point  of  view,  we  all 
admire,  whether  we  approve  or  disap- 
prove of  the  expedition — ^under  cover  of 
the  natural  satisfaction  and  endtation 
which  it  has  created  inside  and  outside 
^e  House,  you  are  «nbarking  upon  a 
policy  which  has  been  before  now  repu- 
diated aad  condemned  not  only  by  Mr. 
Gladstone,  but  by  the  present  Prime 
Minister  himself.  [CAeer*.]  I  do  not 
want  to  say  more.  I  have  been  for  about 
12  or  13  years  from  time  to  time  raising 
protests  —  imsucoeesfully,  I  admit  — 
against  this  Soudan  policy.  But  I  have 
not  been  wholly  imsuccessful.  We  with- 
drew from  the  Soudan  policy  of  Mr. 
Gladstone  in  1885;  and  that  withdrawal 
was  entirely  approved  of  by  Lord  Sali»> 
bury  himself.  Not  only  that,  but  in 
1887,  remember,  he  took  st^  which,  if 
the  Froich  and  l^irkish  Governments 
had  been  wiser,  would  have  terminated 
our  occupation  of  Egypt.  ["Hear, 
hew !  "]  After  all  this,  it  is  deplorable 
to  see  steps  being  boldly  announced,  and 
likely  to  be  taken,  which  will  embark 
us  on  what  I  think  to  be  a  series  of 
costly,  perilous,  and  thankless  opera- 
tions. [C7/eer*t.]  And,  quite  apart  from 
the  tliankle^snees,  the  cost,  and  the 
bloodshed  involved,  these  op^mtions  ore 
to  take  place  at  a  moment  in  the  history 
of  the  world  and  of  diplomatic  rdations 
when  they  must  be  frai^t  with  the 
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gravest  risks.  We  shall  be  very  fortu- 
nate if  we  escape  from  them — -for  they 
will  be  long  operations — without  re- 
pulses and  humiliations  of  which  what 
happened  the  other  day  in  the  affair  of 
the  Caisse  was  only  a  b^;inning.  ["Heu', 
hear  I "]  I  put  a  question  to-day  to  the 
Under  Secretary  as  to  the  action  taken 
two  days  ago  by  the  Governments  of 
France  and  Russia.  The  right  hoii. 
Gentleman  informed  xis  that  the  Russian 
and  French  Consul  Generals  had  told 
the  Egyptian  Government  that,  if  they 
wanted  an  advance,  their  business  was 
to  get  it  from  the  Caisse,  and  that  they 
liad  no  right,  according  to  the  law,  to 
take  the  advance  directly  from  Great 
Britain.  I  express  no  opinion  as  to  their 
legal  position ;  but  the  House  will  feel, 
I  am  sure,  that  the  fact  that  such  action 
has  been  taken  1^  France  and  Russia 
at  this  moment — though  not,  perhaps, 
mnmentoug  in  itself — is  a  sufficient  indi- 
cation of  the  tempw  -of  the  Powers  with 
which  we  have  to  deal — a  temper  which 
will  not,  1  fear,  be  improved  by  what 
has  taken  place  in  this  House  this  after- 
noon. [Cheers.] 
*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  evezyone  now 
knew  where  the  £120,000  promned  to 
the  Voluntary  Schools  had  gone.  It 
had  gone  into  the  sands  of  the  Soudan. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Montrose  had  quoted  some  of  the 
pledges  given  on  this  subject  last  year 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
But  he  had  not  quoted  the  strongest 
words  of  all.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  pressed  over  and  over 
again  to  say  whether  Parliament  would 
be  asked  for  money  in  connection  with 
this  «[pedltion  in  the  present  year.  The 
right  hon.  GJentleman  was  warned  as  to 
the  probability  of  a  difficulty  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Caisse ;  and  yet  he  insisted 
on  replying  that  he  had  no  reason  to 
expect  that  any  call  would  be  made  on 
Parliament  in  the  present  year,  except 
for  the  salaries  of  a  few  special  service 
officers.  "  There  would  be  no  oblation 
to  provide  any  large  expenditure."  Now 
the  right  hon.  Gmtleman  came  down 
with  the  cheerful  announcement  practi- 
cally that  an  expedition  was  going  to 
Khartoum.  [Cries  of  "Nol"]  WeU, 
the  expedition  was  going  forward,  and 
the   opinion   and   intention   of  Her 
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Majesty's  Governinent  were  that  even- 
tually the  expedition  would  reach  Khaiv 
touiu.  The  right  hon.  G^itlemon  said 
it  waa  an  E^ptian  exj>edition ;  but  the 
expedition  which  the  Uouse  was  now 
asked  to  pay  for  was  also  an  f^yptian 
expedition.  The  praver  part  of  the  case 
was  that  the  rir;ht  hoii.  Gentleman  had 
entirely  departed  from  the  past  policy 
of  prudent  Leaders  of  the  Conservative 
Party  on  this  question.  He  said  that 
we  were  not  going  to  be  worried  into 
leaving  Egjpt.  It  was  quite  proper  not 
to  be  worried  into  anything  opposed  to 
our  interests ;  but  the  Goremment  had 
dechtred  over  and  over  again  that  the 
occupation  of  Egypt  was  contraiy  to 
our  military  interests,  and,  in  the 
words  twice  expressly  approved  by 
Lord  Salisbury,  was  "  a  burdensome 
drain  "  on  us.  It  really  looked  as  though 
the  Government  had  been  worried  into 
remaining  in  Kgypt  [gainst  the  dictates 
of  wisdom  and  piudence.  The  state- 
ment that  what  had  occurred  was  likely 
to  prolong  our  occupation,  made  in  the 
menacing  language  and  in  the  formid- 
able and  distinct  manner  adopted  1^  Uie 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequo',  was,  he 
feared,  a  dedaration  that  the  policy  of 
the  ConservatiTe  Party  on  this  question 
had  changed  since  1888.  A  Tery  im- 
portant book  had  recently  appeared  by 
Sir  G.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Thursfield,  and  in 
the  introduction  to  that  book  the  authors 
jointly  signed  a  statement  discouraging 
the  idea  that  the  occupation  of  E^pt 
could  be  in  any  way  a  strength  to  this 
country.  The  Under  Secretary  had 
hitherto  been  inclined  to  go  beyond  the 
other  Members  of  the  Government  in  his 
defence  of  this  policy  of  remaining  in 
Egypt.  He  congratulated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  bringing  the  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government  gradually  into 
agreement  with  ,him.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  attack  him  and  tho  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Montrose  during  the  Recess  for 
their  statements  on  this  question  last 
year.  Personally  he  wished  to  say  that 
he  adhered  to  every  word  that  he  said 
last  year  on  this  question,  because  he  be- 
lioT&d  his  predictions  as  to  the  nature 
of  this  expedition  were  being  completely 
justified.  He  said  then  that  if  the  expe- 
dition were  merely  going  200  miles  it 
was  doing  what  was  not  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  Egypt ;  that,  "  elated  by 
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apparent  success  at  tirst,  the  expedition 
would  be  pressed  on  to  Khartoum  and 
Darfur,  and  that  ultimately  a  Britiidi 
force  would  have  to  be  sent."  He  did  not 
believe  in  these  alarming  rejiorts  n»  tu 
the  dangers  to  E^ypt  which  were  con- 
jured up  last  year.  Let  the  Committee 
remember  the  extreme  variety  of  the 
excuses  which  had  been  made  for  this 
expedition.  Last  year  it  was  said  that 
the  Egyptian  frontier  at  Wady  Haifa  was 
indefensible  and  liable  to  Derrish 
raids,  which  were  a  positive  tianjirr 
to  Egypt.  The  Government  were  told, 
when  th^  said  this,  that  the  present 
frontier  would  be  stjll  less  defensible^ 
They  had  the  Sirdar  now  declaring  that 
the  present  frontier  was  no  better  than 
the  old ;  that  Dongola  was  a  province 
that  would  be  subject  to  raids,  and  tliai 
the  Egyptian  Army  had  been  increased 
by  four  battalions,  two  squadrons,  and  one 
battery  for  the  purpose  alone  of  holding 
Dongola.  Did  not  that  confirm  the  state- 
ment which  had  frequently  been  made  on 
the  Opposition  side  that  the  occupation 
of  the  province  was  neva-  likely  to  be 
anything  else  but  a  serious  drain  on  the 
finances  of  I^t!yptf  It  was  first  said  that 
the  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  help 
Italy  out  of  her  difficulties  in  Abywnia. 
There  Avas  no  evidence  that  the  Italian 
GovOTnmcnt  hod  ever  asked  us  to  under- 
take tho  expedition.  On  the  contraiy,  it 
was  opposed  to  tho  Italian  policy,  which 
was  to  quit  the  country,  as  both  the 
Prime  Ministw  and  the  Foreign  Secretary 
of  Italy  had  sinco  declared.  The  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  had  now  advanced  a 
new  reason  for  the  expedition.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  talked  about  civilisation 
and  philanthropy.  In  the  case  of 
countries  so  far  removed  from  the  rtrong 
arm  of  England  as  countries  in  the  in-  i 
terior  of  Africa,  there  was  no  more  ' 
dangerous  doctrine  fhan  the  doctrine  of  a  - 
crusade  on  behalf  of  civilisation  and  ' 
philanthropy.  All  the  Powers  of  Europe  ' 
had  decided  to  undertake  sudi  a  crusade 
in  Africa,  and  there  was  not  a  man  who 
was  acquainted  with  the  state  of  affairs 
in  that  country  that  would  not  say  that 
(he  Fowo's  had  done  more  harm  than 
f^ood ;  and  that  it  would  have  been  far 
better,  in  the  interests  of  ciTilisation  and 
philanthropy,  if  Africa  had  been  let 
alone.  [CA«r«.]  There  had,  in  iact,' 
been  a  most  extraordinary  reversal  of 
pbKcy  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
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Lord  Solubuiy  had  made  a  apecch  deulor- 
ing  that  wo  would  glndly  accept  a  present 
of  Egypt  from  Russia. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BAUTLETT  (Shef- 
field, Eccleaall):  When? 

*SiB  C.  DILKB :  In  the  House  of  Lonls 
atthoopeoingof  the  Session.  Ifthohon. 
Gentleman  has  not  read  the  principal 
speech  of  his  own  Leader  it  is  a  curious 
thing.  [Lauffkter.] 

Sir  E.  ASHMBAD-BARTLBTT:  It 
does  not  nienn  whnt  you  said. 

•Sm  C.  DILKE  said  ho  was  only  a  plain 
person  of  plain  iutelligeuce,  and  ho  was 
HO  astonished  at  the  statement  of  Lon! 
Salisbury  that  he  read  three  or  four 
different  reports  of  the  speech.  The  noble 
Lord  rrferrod  to  the  offer  made  by  the 
Emptor  Nicholas  of  the  partition  of 
Turkey,  in  which  our  share  was  to  be 
Egypt,  and  said  that  if  that  offer  were 
renewed  it  would  be  gUdly  accepted. 
That  was  a  complete  change  of  front  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  ["Hear, 
hear  1 "]  In  fact,  there  seemed  to  bo  no 
real,  definite  policy  behind  this  expedi- 
tion.  Some  hon.  Membws  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  supported  it  because  it 
would   strengthen  our  hold  on  E^ypt. 
[Uinitterial  cheers.]  Yes,  but  there  were 
others  who  advocated  it  on  exactly  op- 
posite grounds.    The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Lambeth  (Mr.  Stanley)  had  do- 
chred  that  it  was  our  interest  to  quit 
E^pt ;  but  that  we  should  never  bo  aWc 
to  do  so  until  wo  had  reconquered  the 
Soudan,  put  down  the  Dervishes,  and 
crushed  tho  Khalifa,   Every  reason  tluit 
had  hitherto  been  given  for  the  ospodition 
— to  give  assistanco  to  tho  Italians,  to 
improve  tho  Egyptian  frontier,  to  add  a 
rich  province  to  Egyptr—had  all  broken 
down,  and  it  was  impossible  not  to  bdievo 
that  tho  now  reason  advanced  by  tho 
I  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — the  cause 
j  of  civilisation  and  philanthropy — was 
j  simply  put  forward  m  the  hope  that  it 
I  would  prove  a  good  popular  cry.  [Cheert.] 
The  Under  Secretaiy  for  Foreign  Affairs 
had  attacked  him  on  two  occasions  for 
having  suggested  that  it  was  impossible 
to  stop  short  of  Dar  Fur,  and  that  they 
would    hivvc    to    go    on    until  they 
had  joined  ono  great  sphere  of  in- 
flu«ice    with    another.     That  view, 
however  was  confirmed  by  Captain  Lu- 
gard,    who   knew   Africa  thoroughly 
uid  who  had  defended  the  npedition. 
]>>rd  Salisbury  had  given  up  the  idea  of 
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the  route  through  Africa,  and  the  idea  of 
leasing  a  strip  of  country  had  fallen 
through.  The  country  they  were  going 
to  was  a  disputed  country,  a  no-man  "a 
land.  The  Government  were  not  only 
running  the  risk  of  enormous  and  per- 
petual expansion  without  any  prospect  of 
sufficient  gain  to  the  country,  but  they 
were  also  running  the  risk  of  international 
complications.  He  repeated  that  there 
hod  been  an  olwolute  change  in  the 
forMgn  policy  of  the  Government,  and 
especially  in  that  portion  which  bore 
upon  tho  retention  of  E^pt.  It  had 
been  a  sudden  change,  and  it  had  not 
been  a  change  which  could  have  been 
rightly  affected  by  the  opinion  of  foreign 
Powers,  because  it  involved  change  as  to 
a  matter  of  fact — which  was  the  military 
interest  of  this  country  in  the  occupation 
of  Egypt.  As  htteas  1888  Lord  Salisbuiy 
twice  approved  this  Uuiguage  upon  the 
question  —  that  it  was  £ain  on  the 
military  and  fiiuuicial  resources  of 
England,  and  that  it  was  a  perpetual 
drain  on  the  home  resources.  Yet  within 
nine  years,  without  the  smallest  attempt 
at  consecutiveness  in  their  foreign  policy, 
the  Government  turned  right  round  on 
this  question,  and  seemed  rather  glad  of 
the  excuse  they  had  given  for  remaining, 
he  feared  permanently,  in  E^ypt. 
[6'Aeers.] 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAP-BAUTLETT  said  he 
was  always  glad  to  follow  the  right  hon. 
6entl«nan,  because  the  right  hon.  G^tle- 
niaii  had  a  way  of  ignoring  important 
fnt'ts.  He  thought  it  had  iJways  been 
the  view  of  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  House  that  if  this  movement  was 
begun  they  should  go  to  Khartoum.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  very  carefully 
passed  that  over.  Tho  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  a  former  occasion  had  asked  if  it 
was  not  likely  that  they  would  be  drawn 
on  step  by  step,  that  the  Egyptian  forces 
wouhl  be  attacked  and  the  British  officers 
sacrificed,  and  he  said  also  that  there  lay 
in  front  of  the  Egyptian  army  one  of  the 
most  frightful  powers  in  the  whole  worid. 
From  that  utterance  they  might  obtain 
a  verdict  as  to  the  character  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  a  prophet  Other 
speeches  which  hod  been  made  had  been 
equally  violent,  and  had  proved  equally 
wrong,  especially  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Monmouthshire.  Tlxe 
conscription  of  to-day  was  not  a  burden 
on  the  (Egyptian  people.   The  Eg3rptian 
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tiruiy  won  welcumed  by  the  Egyptians  of 
the  present  day  because  it  was  well  paid. 

*SiR  C.  DILKE :  That  is  the  case  with 
the  Nubian  recruits,  I  admit;  I  was 
speaking  of  the  Egyptian  fellaheen.  But 
the  Nutans  are  a  limited  class. 

Sib  £.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  sud 
the  service  was  welcomed  by  the  Nubians, 
and  as  there  was  no  great  difficulty  in 
getting  them  as  recruits  the  conscription 
was  not  a  serious  burden  on  the  E^ptian 
fellaheen.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  thinking  of  the  Egyptian  conscription 
at  the  time  he  was  in  office,  when  these 
poor  wretches  of  fellaheeiis  were  dragged 
in  chains— [Sir  C.  Dilke  :  "  So  they  are 
now  "] — from  Guro  and  other  parts  of 
Egypt  down  to  the  Red  Sea,  and  there 
dispatched  unarmed  to  be  butclu»^  by 
the  Dervishes.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man apparently  knew  very  little  about  the 
state  of  Egypt  now.  [Cries  of  "OhI"j 
The  right  hon.*  Gentleman  should  be 
cautious  before  he  made  such  speeches  as 
that  to  which  thery  had  just  listened — 
[/au  (/Afer]-because  he  was  responsible  for 
the  terrible  blundering,  the  muddling,  ^e 
slaughter,  and  the  cost  that  took  place 
in  regard  to  S^pt  and  the  Soudan.  It 
was  the  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman's  polity  of 
alliance  with  France  alone  that  had 
caused  these  results. 

«SiB  C.  DILKE  said  he  had  stated  in 
that  House,  aiid  had  repeated  the  state- 
ment again  and  again,  that  it  ao  happened 
that  he  was  absent  from  the  countiy  on 
business  of  the  Crown  at  the  time,  and 
that  he  never  saw  the  Joint  Note  until 
after  it  was  issued. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  said 
that  was  the  first  time  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  that  st^cment  in 
that  House.  [Laughter.] 

*SibC.  DILKE:  No,  no. 
Sm  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  said 
he  recollected  the  statements  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  much  better  than  he  did 
himself.  [Laughter.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  frequently  told  thMU  that 
he  was  not  responsible  for  a  special 
alliance  with  France,  but  the  statement 
with  regard  to  his  absence  from  this 
country  they  heard  that  night  for  the  first 
time. 

*SiB  C.  DILSE :  No,  I  made  it  in  this 
House  before.  [Laughter.] 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  said 

that  as  Undersecretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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was  the  guidii^  spirit  of  the  foreign  policy 
of  the  Government  of  that  day.  The 
Foreign  Minister  of  the  time  was  iu  the 
other  House,  and  was  a  very  aUe  but 
easy-going  gentleman,  who  did  not  take 
very  much  control  of  fore^  affiurs — 
[laughUr] — and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man forced  his  policy  upon  the  Govern- 
ment in  every  phase,  and  his  policy  and 
that  of  the  then  Government  was  to  go] 
behind  the  backs  of  the  other  Powers  to ; 
present  a  Joint  Note  with  France  to  the ! 
Khedive  on  January  6,  1882.  It  was  re- 
pudiated 1^  all  the  other  Powers  and  by 
the  Suzerain,  and  it  led  directly  to  all 
the  troubles  which  followed.  The  forced 
evacuation  of  the  Government  of  that  d^ 
cost  the  lives  of  over  100,000  people,  who 
were  slaughtered  under  circumstances  of 
the  greatest  cruelty.  They  knew  what 
General  Gordon's  protest  was,  and  how  he 
asked  how  as  a  gentleman  he  could  do 
this  thing.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  a  prominent  Member  of  that  Govern- 
ment, and  he  held  him  responsible  for 
what  had  happened.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  attacked  the  Government 
for  giving  as  a  ground  for  their  movement 
in  Uie  Soudan  that  they  wished  to  help 
Italy,  a  member  of  the  Triple  AUian^ 
and  said  distinctly  that  he  objected  to 
that  policy.  [Sir  C.  Dilkb  :  "  I  made  no 
attack  on  the  Triple  Alliance."]  Hie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  practically  implied 
that  he  would  revert  to  a  similar 
policy  as  had  been  adopted  in 
the  past.  [Sir  C.  Dilkb  :  "  Xo."j 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
no  policy  except  that  of  scuttle. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
used  languf^  which,  ho  was  sure^  was 
approved  eveiyone  on  the  Government 
side  of  the  House,  because  he  diatinctfy 
stated  that  this  country  would  not  he 
bullied  out  of  its  policy  and  its  position. 
[Sir  WiLUAH  Habcwurt  :  "  Hear,  he*r !  "] 
Oh,  of  course.  [Laughter.]  They  per- 
fectly understood  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's cheer.  They  knew  that  he  would 
be  bullied  out  of  anything  by  a  foreign 
PowOT.  [A  laugh.]  They  did  not  expect 
the  approval  of  the  ri^it  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  it  was  positively  refreshing  to  have 
a  statement  from  the  Treasury  Bendi 
which  had  met  his  approval.  Hesinoea:^ 
hoped  the  policy  ot  the  Govenunent  would 
be  pmistent  and  tenadous,  and  that 
nothii^  would  check  the  forward  move- 
ment until  we  had  obtained  possession 
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of  Khiirtouui.  He  coiifessed  there  was 
oue  puiut  upon  which  he  did  not  quite 
undersUuid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. In  respect  of  it  he  hoped  sonio 
further  explanation  woxUd  be  given, 
though!  he  would  not  press  for  auy  declara>- 
tion  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Groranment, 
such  a  declaration  would  do  harm.  Lord 
Salisbuiy  had  clearly  said  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  go  to 
Khartoum.  There  seemed  to  be  some 
drawing  back  in  the  matter  on  the  part 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Ho 
trusted  he  was  mistaken.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  if  auy  Member  of  the  Gov- 
^iment  was  able  to  assure  the  House 
there  was  no  intention  to  stop  short  of 
Khartoum,  the  declaration  would  be  re- 
ceived with  unanimous  favour  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House.  In  all  tho 
lai^;uf^  tho  r^ht  hon.  Gentl^uan  used 
with  regud  to  the  necessity  of  a  firm  and 
consistent  dealing  with  the  aggression 
and  opposition  of  other  countries  he  had 
the  entire  support  of  hon.  Members  on  his 
own  side.  If  similar  language  were  used 
with  regard  to  other  items  of  policy  tho 
Govrammeiit  would  occupy  a  stronger 
position  in  the  country  than  they  hud 
recmtly  occupied,  and  certain  very  de- 
plorable events  would  not  have  happened. 
«Sni  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  had  not 
intended  to  take  any  part  in  this  discus- 
sion, for  I  was  entirely  satisfied  with 
what  has  been  said  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Montrose  and  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  tho 
Forest  of  Dean,  in  whose  opinions  I  en- 
tirely concur,  but  this  Debate  has  taken 
an  aspect  of  a  iax  largo*  and  more  for- 
midable character  than  anything  con- 
nected with  an  expedition  even  to  Khar- 
toum. The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer 
refmred  to  the  liberty  I  had  taken  in 
complimenting  him  upon  his  prudence 
and  common  sense,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  he  has  to-night  preferred  to  earn  the 
applause  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield, 
[i  laughl]  We  know  what  tJie  policy  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  is ;  he  has 
stated  it  pretty  plainly  to-night ;  ho  has 
said  that  what  we  have  to  do  is  to  hold 
languid  towards  France  and  Russia  such 
as  I  regret  to  say  has  been  used  by  the 
Chance&or  of  the  Exchequ»-.  Now,  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against 
that  language;  I  say  it  is  mischievous 
language,  it  is  dangerous  lai^uage.  As 
I  said  in  the  Debate  on  the  Ad^ess,  these 


are  questions  which  involve  not  ^500,000 
but  mOlions  if  you  choose  to  embark  in 
a  spirit  of  deface  and  hostility  upon 
this  E^iyptian  question  with  the  great 
militai^  Powers  of  Europe.  It  is  because 
the  langm^  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  used  to-night  on  behalf 
of  ib»  British  Government,  and 
wluch  has  been  applauded  by  the 
Member  for  Sheffield,  who  has  put 
upon  it  that  interpretation  which  will 
be  put  upon  it  to-morrow  by  Europe — 
[Sir  Eluh  A.shmbad-Bartlbtt:  "Hear, 
heor !  "] — that  the  vote  I  shall  give  to- 
night will  not  bo  maiidy  concerned  with 
the  question  of  an  expedition  either  to 
Dongola  or  Khartoum.  I  shall  register 
my  vote  against  this  Motion  because  I 
desire  to  make  a  public  protest  f^unst  the 
language  of  menace  and  defiance  which 
has  beoa  employed  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  I  had  hoped  and  be- 
lieved it  was  the  intention  and  the  labour 
of  Lord  Salisbury  and  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  those  Powers — particu- 
larly Russia  and  France — with  whom 
we  have  formerly  had  differences,  should 
be  broi^ht  into  harmony  with  the  British 
Government  for  purposes  of  the  greatest 
in^>ortance,  and,  therefore,  I  desire  to 
protest  in  the  most  onphatic  manner 
f^ainst  the  language  that  has  been 
used  Xxj  the  Chancellor  of  the  Erohequer 
to-night. 

*Thb  CHANCELLOR  op  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER: I  must  entirely  disclaim 
having  used  any  language  of  menace  or 
defiance.  [CJieers.'] 

*SiB  Wn^LlAM  HARCOURT :  Let  us 
see  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  said.  The  question  as  to  the  appro- 
priation  of  this  money  arose  before  the 
Caisse.  The  rigH  hon.  GenUeman  admits 
the  financial  arrangements  in  EgyjA  are 
arrang^eats  in  which  the  Great  Powers 
of  Europe  have  a  recognised  roioe.  The 
question  arose  whether  or  not  in  the 
Caisse  the  voice  of  the  majority  was  to 
prevail  or  whether  the  minority  had  a 
veto  upon  it  That  was  referred  to  the 
tribunal,  which  it  is  not  disputed  is 
the  legal  tribunal,  to  detmuine  that 
question.  They  determined,  not  in 
our  favour,  but  in  favour  of  the 
prot^t  of  Russia  and  France.  That 
was  a  legal  decision.  The  language 
which  the  r^fc  hon.  Goitleman  has  wed 
to-night. is  a  protest  against  iMt  1^1 
decision.  What  did  he  say  1  He  said  that 
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legal  decision  is  one  that  will  induce  Hw 
Majesty's  Government  at  an  early  period 
to  do  what  t^ey  can  to  raise  the  whole 
question  of  Egyptian  administration 
before  Europe  and  the  rereraal — 
["Oh!"]— I  an»  extremely  alert  not 
to  misrepresent  the  right  hon.  tientle- 
man.  Ho  will  have  mi  opportunity  of 
replying,  nnd  I  trust  ho  will  tako  tho 
opportunity  of  removing  that  impreesion, 
which,  I  confess,  unless  it  is  removed,  I 
regard  as  oiio  of  the  grcntt'st  dangers  to 
which  it  is  possible  to  expose  this  coun- 
try at  this  moment. 

*Thb  chancellor  of  thh  EX- 
CHEQUER :  Really,  Sir,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  misunderstood  mo  on  this 
(loint,  very  likely  through  my  own  fault. 
1  alluded  to  the  necessaiy  revision,  in  the 
year  1898,  of  the  powers  of  the  Mixed 
Tribunals,  owing  to  the  expiry  of  the  term 
— bdieve  it  is  a  five  years  term — for 
whch  certain  powers  and  duties  are  given 
to  these  tribunals — and  1  said  upon  that 
revision  this  matter  must  be  reconsidered. 

*SiB  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  In  a 
sense  that  should  be  a  reversal,  that 
should  be  in  derogatitm  of  the  rights  of 
the  Great  Powers. 

*Thb  CHANCELLOR  or  tub  EX- 
CHEQUER :  No,  not  at  all.  1  protest 
against  that.  In  order  to  defend  tho 
authority  of  the  superior  and  interna- 
tional tribunal  in  the  Commission  of  the 
Caisse. 

*SiB  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  That  is 
to  do  away  with  or  reverse  what  has  been 
done,  and  legally  done,  on  the  appeal  of 
Russia  and  France  in  this  matter.  What 
can  be  the  consequence  of  this  at 
this  montent,  when  you  ot^ht  to 
hare  desired  more  than  anything 
else  to  have  left  tliis  question  alone  f 
When  you  should  not  have  allowed  these 
sleeping  dogs  to  lie,  but  up  rises  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  upon  this  Vote 
ami  without  any  reason  whatever  de- 
mands the  raising  of  the  Egyptian  ques- 
tion in  Europe.  He  told  Exuropo  that 
we  are  dissatisfied  with  the  arrangemeDts 
at  present  existing  as  betwe^i  the  Great 
Powers.  What  is  the  situation  ?  We  liare 
a  legally  and  internationally  established 
trust  deed,  under  which  these  proceed- 
ings have  been  taken.  There  has  been 
a  ^egal  decision,  the.  lenity  of  which 
has  not  been  disputed,  and  now  Her 
Majesty's  Government  come  forward  and 
Six  William  Harcourt, 


makethe  public  announc^eut  that,  like 
a  defeated  litigant,  they  are  deta-tnined 
to  overthrow  the  linal  court,  and  they 
demand  in  tho  face  of  Europe  that  tlw 
existing  arruigemMits  in  Egypt  shall  be 
OTerthrown.  What  for  7  To  prcreot 
Russia  and  France  doing  again  what 
legally  they  have  done  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  Do  you  think  that 
that  is  going  to  be  upheld  t  How 
is  it  possible  to  suppose  anything  of 
the  kind?  After  all,  this  action  ofminst 
which  the  eloquent  denuuciatiuii  uf  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  directed 
belongs  to  the  {veeent  international  law 
governing  the  relations  of  the  Powers  in 
Egypt.  The  hon.  Member  for  SheAidd 
applauds  the  Government  for  havii^,  as 
he  says,  told  Russia  and  France  that  we 
will  not  be  bullied.  llmt  is  a  tot 
natural  interpretation  of  the  unwise  lan- 
guage which  has  been  used.  [CA^cr*.]  It 
is  still  more  unwise  to  point  to  the  fact 
that  immediately  upon  this  decision  being 
contrary  to  our  wishes  we  demand  ai 
once  a  reversal  of  that  decision. 

*Thb  CHANCELLOR  op  tot  EX- 
CHEQUER: Reconsideration  ia  neces- 
sary. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  The  re- 
con8ida*ation  that  the  right  hon.  Geotle- 
man  holds  out  is  one  to  deprive  the 
PowoTB  of  the  rights  that  they  at  ]»eaent 
hold.  Surdy-  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer cannot  bo  of  opinion  that  I  have 
ever  beeti  a  captious  critic  of  his  senti- 
ments and  opinions,  but  I  cannot  fail 
to  day  to  express  my  great  regriA  at  the 
use  of  language  which  I  hope  will  not  bear 
the  interpretation  that  it  oonv<^8  to  my 
mind.  I  tnut  we  shall  have  a  very  di^ 
ferent  statem^it  from  the  Govmunoit 
which  may  avert  consequences  that  I  can- 
not help  thinking  would  be  of  the  gravest 
character.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  Certainly, 
unless  that  is  so  I  must  record  my  vote 
against  this  proposal,  not  principally  in 
reference  to  the  character  of  the  proposal 
itself,  but  as  a  protest  against  the  spirit 
in  which  it  has  been  introduced  and  the 
consequences  which  I  bdicvc  might  fol- 
low. ["Hear,  bear  1"] 

*Thb  under  S£CR£XA£T  or  STATE 
K»  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Hr.  Gaowa 
Cdrzon,  Lancashire,  Southport) :  He 
Cbaucollor    of    the    Exchequer  has 
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alreadv,  on  his  own  behalf,  repu- 
diated what  I  believe  the  majority  of 
the  House  niU  consider  to  be  the  most 
unwarrantable  interpretation  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemau  has  put  upon  his 
words.  Those  hon.  Members  now  in 
the  House  who  had  the  ftdTontage  of 
listening  to  the  clear  and  emphatic  state- 
ment of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
cannot  have  found  in  that  speech  one 
word  which  can  legitimately  be  said  to 
have  been  provocative  of  irritation.  The 
Chancellor  i>f  the  Exchequer  repented 
what  is  a  historical  fact,  that  our  re- 
sponsibilities and  position  in  Egypt  arose 
from  the  fact  that  after  the  rebellion  of 
Arabi  Pasha  in  1882  France,  vrho  hod 
previously  shared  the  condominium  with 
oursfdves,  declined  any  longer  to  take 
part  with  us.  Kightly  or  wrongly,  she 
deliberately  desisted.  We  were  thereby 
left  alona  ["  Hear,  hear !  "J  Since  that 
time,  it  is  true  that  we  have  not,  either  at 
Cairo  or  Paris,  received  from  the  French 
Government  the  support  which  we  should 
have  been  glad  to  receive,  and  which 
might  have  facilitated  our  task.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  It  is  true  also,  as  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
if  we  had  had  a  free  hand  we 
might  have  proceeeded  even  further 
ti.an  we  hare  done  in  fitting  the  Egyptian 
people  for  self-government.  To  rest  upon 
that  the  interpretation  of  something 
imprudent,  something  provocative  to 
France,  is  to  place  on  the  statement  an 
interpretation  which  neither  the  words 
nor  the  sentiment  behind  them  for  a  mo- 
ment justified.  [Cheem.]  But  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  says  that  the 
particular  phrase  which  excited  his  ire, 
and  which  to-morrow  will  raise  the  con- 
sternation of  Europe,  was  the  intimation 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequ^  that 
when  the  time  for  the  revision  of  the 
Mixed  Tribunals  comes  ia  the  natural 
course  of  events,  we  shall  take  into  con- 
sideration the  manner  in  which  the  recent 
decision  was  arrived  at.  As  we  are  on  the 
subject  of  the  Mixed  Tribunals,  let  me 
add  one  word  which  may  possibly  be  of 
information  to  some  hon.  Members.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Montrose  re- 
proached us  for  having  embarked  on  this 
Egyptian  policy  last  year  without  mak- 
ing Bore  that  we  had  the  ocnuent  of  the 
Powers.  Wdl,  Sir,  when  we  had  em* 
barked  on  this  policy  we  very  soon  oflcov 
tained  that  we  did  luive  the  assent  of  the 


majority  of  the  Powers.  [Cheers.] 
Nothing  could  more  clearly  prove  that 
than  the  fact  that  the  Caisse  of  the  debt 
advanced  the  £500,000 ;  a  decision  w^hich 
was  given  by  four  to  two  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Caisse — England^  Germany, 
Austria  and  Italy  being  on  the  one  side, 
and  France  and  Kussia  on  the  other. 
Now  comes  the  important  point. 
What  we  have  been  dealing  with 
tonight  is  not  the  decision  of  the 
Caisse,  but  of  the  Mixed  Tribunals. 
On  the  tribunal  which  decided  against 
the  majority  of  the  Caisse  neither  Eng- 
land nor  Austria  was  represented  at  all. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  It  has  appeared  in  the 
Blue  Book  on  Lord  Cromer's  authority^ 
and  it  has  heea  currmlJy  reported,  that 
the  decteion  of  the  tribunal  to  which  so 
much  legal  authority  has  been  attached, 
was  one  in  which  the  two  parties  were 
equally  divided.  There  were  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  Court — five  Europeans  and 
three  natives — and  as  the  vote  was  four 
to  four,  by  a  course  that  is  not 
enshrined  in  low,  but  has  grown 
up  in  practice,  the  decision  was  given 
to  the  side  having  the  majority  of  Euro- 
peans. It  has  been  assumed  through- 
out this  Debate,  and  cannot  be  denied, 
that  the  decision,  in  its  consequmces,  if 
not  its  motives,  was  affected  hy  the  politi- 
cal predilections  of  the  Powers.  \Oppoai- 
tioib  cheers.']  If,  then,  it  can  be  riiown 
that  among  the  Powers  that  voted  on  the 
tribunal  two  Powers  who  took  part  in  the 
original  decision  were  not  represented  at 
all,  and  if  it  is  admitted  that  the  decision 
was  mainly  political  and  not  judicial,  can 
thee  be  anything  very  astonishing  in  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  saying  that 
wh«i  a  year  hence  the  time  comes  for  re- 
vision we  dudl  have  to  take  into  account 
the  constitution  of  the  tribunals  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  decision  was  arrived 
at?  [CA«r«.]  Passing  on  to  other  points, 
I  may  say  that  I  cannot  help  noticing  a 
very  marked  contrast  between  the  tone 
and  phraseology  of  this  Debate  and  that 
of  our  similar  proceedings  a  year  ago. 
Then  the  House  was  crowded  on-  both 
sides,  and  loud  were  the  cheers  as  adjec- 
tive after  adjective  from  the  repertoire 
of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  was 
hurled  at  our  devoted  heads.  ["Heart 
heox  1 "]  This  evoiing,  at  any  rate,  the 
Benches  opposite  cannot  be  said  to  be 
crowded — ["  hear,  hear  1 «nd,  with 
the  exc^ion  of  the  remarks  the  right 
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hon.  Gentleman  has  directed  againBfc  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  invec- 
tive used  has  been  of  a  very  chastened 
order.  ["  Hear,  hear!  "]  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  still  adheres  to  his 
conTiction  that  we  are  mad.  [Lauf/hter.'] 
A  more  srasible  form  of  lunacy  than  a 
campaign  conducted  to  this  brilliant  issue 
I  can  scarcely  imagine.  [Cherrs  and 
laughter.']  The  right  hon.  G«itleman 
thinks  we  are  mad  because,  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  world,  we  have 
iind«taken  this  expedition  in  the  Soudan. 
Was  the  moment  any  less  inopportune 
when  h\at  autumn  right  hon.  Otnitleiuen 
and  hon.  Gentl^nrai  opposite  were  con- 
tinually urging  us  to  undertake  a  single- 
handed  expediton  in  another  port  of  the 
world  1  \Cheen.'\  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  asked  whether  these  advances 
to  the  Egyptian  Government  are  evCT 
going  to  be  repaid  ;  and  he  said  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  obtain  repayment  without 
starving  the  Egyptian  Govemment. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  There  seems  to  prevail 
an  idesr  among  some  hon.  Members  that 
the  ExchequOT  of  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment is  in  an  improverished  and  depleted 
condition.  What  are  the  focts  ?  What  are 
the  financial  resources  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Egyptian  Government  1  They  have, 
in  the  first  place,  a  Reeerve  Fund 
— ^through  the  successful  conversion 
of  some  parts  of  the  debt  in  1890, 
and  from  the  interest  on  the  money  thus 
accumulated,  of  £2,305,000.  They 
have  further,  a  General  Reserve  Fund, 
constituted  by  the  decree  of  1888,  which, 
at  the  present  moment,  after  deducting 
liabilities,  shows  a  surplus  of  £2,236,000  ; 
and,  finally,  there  is  a  Special  Reserve 
Fund  in  which  there  is  at  the  present 
moment  a  sum  of  £255,000.  This  is 
the  impoverished  Government  which  we 
are  alleged  to  be  starving  and  to  which 
we  are  making  an  advance  tliat  cannot  be 
paid.  L  admit  that  these  funds  are  not  at 
its  sole  disposal — {Opposition  cheers] — 
but  it  has  behind  it  resources  amounting 
to  £4,795,000.  [Cheers.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  alluded  to  what  no  doubt  is 
a  very  unfortunate  fact  in  the  situation 
— niunely,  that  Egypt  financially,  and 
as  E(  consequence  politically,  is,  to  adopt 
the  phrase  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer,  held  in  leading-strings  1^  the 
Powers  of  Europe.  [  '  Hear,  hear !  "] 
But  it  cannot  be  contemplated  that  those 
powers  possessed  \ij  other  nations — at 
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any  rate,  it  is  not  likely — will  be  pn- 
man«itly  used  by  them  to  the  detiima^ 
of  Egyptian  success  and  advancemeDl,SDd 
it  is  scarcely  likely  that,  when  mcuura 
are  being  taken  1^  us  to  recorer  to 
Egypt  her  old  provinces  and  to  secoR 
(for  her  that  commerce  of  which  she  im 
been  deprived,  and  to  make  a  still  far- 
ther advance  in  her  prosperity,  ma^ 
political  considerations  or  the  projob^i 
of  the  Powers  should  permanently  tip 
up  this  great  sum  which  she  has  saved  If 
her  own  economies  and  which  sbenwt 
one  day  be  permitted  to  use  to  her  on 
advantage.     [Cheers.]     The  right  boa. 
Getitlemau  the  Member  for  Montraw 
went  on  to  say,  "  Why  do  you  not  juj 
this  sum  yourself!"     I  do  not  kso* 
whether  that  is  a  serious  question.   I  | 
noticed  it  did  not  excite  a  single  efaeff  ' 
on  his  own  side  of  the  House,  and  1 
not  think  it  would  have  been  received 
with  enthusiasm  upon  either  ude.  S" 
long  as  the  B^ryptian  Government  m 
willing  and  anxious  to  pay  I  do  notthisk 
we  need  needlessly  disturb  suscqttilHli- 
ties  here       discussing  whether  or  net 
we  should  pay.     I  come  to  onotkr 
point  in  the  speech  of  the         bos.  ' 
Gentleman  in  which  I  must  correct  t 
very  grave  misapprehension  into  idudi 
he  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  VcGr  ; 
ber  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  fcJL  j 
was  with  reference  to  Kassahu    I  man 
say  I  admire  the  courage  of  the  ri^  ' 
hon.  Gentleman  in  mentioning  Kasoli 
at  all,  because  last  year,  when  we 
that  one  of  the  purposes  of  this  expedi- 
tion was  to  bring  relief  to  the  Italiaos 
their  beleaguer^  position,  he  said— 

"  What  a  preposterous  aimuoption  it  is  tbat  j>< 
can  give  any  relief  to  the  ItaJious  at  Emu 
by  making  a  military  movemmt  500  sde 
away !" 

It  had  precisely  the  eflfeet  we  anticipated 
and  which  We  desired.  [Cherrg.]  Hen 
is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  onr  *!• 
vance  up  the  Nile  did  detach  bva 
Kassala  the  Dwrish  forces  who  «rf 
at  that  time  threatening  Kassala.  li 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  fact  that  At 
Italian  troops  are  still  in  the  occop^ti^ 
of  Kassala  is  due  to  the  adnuKV  " 
piado  up  tlie  Nile.  We  had  nainl 
communications  from  the  Italian  Gorer^ 
ment  in  which  they  urgently  roqorste^ 
us  to  make  some  forward  movement  a 
order  to  assist  them. 
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*SiR  W.  HARCOURT :  WiU  that  coi^ 
respondence  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House! 

*Mb,  CURZON  :  That  I  cannot  say. 

*SiR  W.  HARCOURT :  This  is  a  very 
important  point.  The  Under  Secretary 
is  making  a  statement  in  reference  to 
communications  from  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment asking  our  intervention  and  in 
respect  of  which  military  assistance  was 
given.  I  venture  to  suggest  to  him 
that,  having  made  that  statement  to  the 
House  in  contradiction  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Defui,  he  is  bound  to  lay  that  correspon- 
dence on  the  Table  of  the  House. 
[Cheers.l 

*Sra  C.  DILKE:  May  I  also  be  allowed 
to  explain  that  that  statement  is  in  con- 
tradiction of  personal  knowle^;e  which 
leaves  no  doubt  on  my  own  mind  as  re- 
gards tha  Murquis  di  Budini  and  of  the 
statement  made  the  Duke  of  S«rmo- 
neta  at  the  time  of  his  resignation  ? 

*Mb.  CURZON:  I  am  not  aware 
whether  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  is  a  correct 
one.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Leader 
of  the  House  tells  me  that  the  principle 
applies  where  a  quotation  is  made.  I 
have  made  no  quotation.  [Cheers  and 
Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh  1 "]  I  have 
stated  the  fact,  not  for  the  £rat  time  in 
this  House,  and  I  have  stated  it  on  my 
responsibility  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
and  I  th«%fore  cannot  accept  the  con- 
tradiction of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
Jhe  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Montrose  says  that  we  have  dropped 
our  old  arguments  and  have  adopted  a 
set  of  new  ailments.  We  have  done 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  arguments 
vfaich  we  employed  to  justify  the  ad- 
vance last  year  are  the  arguments  which, 
in  so  far  as  they  have  not  been  rendered 
obsolete  by  our  success,  we  continue  to 
use  to-day.  [Cheers.]  Last  year  this 
expedition  was  justified  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  ground  that  it  would  pro- 
tect the  frontiers  of  E^pt  from  a  danger 
by  which  we  believed  that  they  were 
threatened.  That  danger  has,  we  are 
glad  to  say,  turned  out  to  be  much  less 
than  we  anticipated,  and  therefore  that 
need  for  the  advance  has  disappeared. 
The  second  cause  was  the  desire  to 
render  assistance  to  the  Italians.  That 
ve  have  succeeded  in  doing,  and  there- 
fore that  cause  has  also  receded  into  the 


background.    The  third  cause  was  that 
wo  hoped  to  recover  for  E^ypt  a  part  of 
her  lost  provinces  in  the  Soudan.  That 
we  are  engaged  in  doing,  and  Uiat  course 
we  hope  to  continue  to  a  successful  end. 
[Cheers.]     But  we  are  now  told  this 
evening,  for  the  first  time,  that  new  argu- 
ments have  been  used,  and  that  the 
argument  that  we  should  atone  for 
our  mistakes  uid  folUee  in  ih&  past 
and   that    we   should    oideavour  to 
rescue  the  poor  people  of  Khartoum 
from   the   tyranny    of    the  Khalifa 
involves    an    entire    change   in  the 
situation.    Those  are  the  considerations 
which  were  present  to  our  minds  last 
year,  just  as  they  are  present  this  year. 
["  Hear,  hear  1  '*]   The  arguments  upon 
which,  the  advance  was  justified  stand 
exactly  whore  they  were.     What  has 
occurred  since  last  year  only  goes  to 
prove  that  we  were  right,  and  to  add 
force  and  intensity  to  than.  ["Hear, 
hear  1 "]    There  ovly  remains  one  more 
point  with  which  I  need  deal.    The  right 
hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  laid  the  very  greatest 
stress  upon  an  allegation  that  the  speech 
which  has  been  made  this  evening  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  indi- 
cated a  total  reversal  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government.    None  of  us  on  this 
Bench,  were  conscious  of  such  a  reversal 
having   been  accomplished.  ["Hear, 
hear  I  "1  I  listened  with  interest  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  evidence,  and 
it  amoimted  to  this — that  Lord  Salis- 
bury, in   another  place,  had  made  a 
speech  in  which  he  raised  a  purely  fanci- 
ful and  hypothetical  condition,  and  said 
that  if  an  offer,  mode  many  years  i^o, 
were  repeated  now  it  was  one  that  might 
be  accepted.    Are  we  realty,  on  the  basis 
of  this  hypothesis,  to  accept  the  view 
that  the  whole  of  the  Cabinet  have  en- 
tirely reversed  their  policy  of  last  year} 
But  there  was  another  reason,  another 
proof,  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  that  was  that  I — poor  I — 
[laughter] — had   brought   the  Govern- 
ment to  this  change.    I  am  bomid  to 
confess  that  my  influence  has  never  been 
estimated  by  myself,  and  I  believe  not 
by  anybody  else — [laughter] — at  that 
value.     It  is,  indeed,  a  new  character 
which  is  put  upon  me  to-night — ^which  I 
must  modestly  repudiate — of  beii^  the 
person  to  lead  the  Government,  so  to 
speak,  by  the  nose  to  adopt  a  policy 
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which  they  had  previously  repudiated 
and  with  which  they  would  otherwise  be 
in  disagreement.  It  is  not  the  case. 
There  is  no  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
GoTemment.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  The 
policy  of  the  GoTemment  as  regards 
E^pt  and  as  regards  the  Soudan  re- 
mains »actLy  wh^  it  was  last  year, 
exactly  where  it  has  been  at  every  point 
since  the  rebellion  of  Arabi  in  1882  and 
since  the  rebellion  of  the  Mahdi  in  1884 
and  1885. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  Do>  you  mean  to  say 
that  Lord  Salisbury's  dechiration  of  1888, 
which  I  have  just  read,  is  the  policy  of 
to-day? 

*Mb.  CURZON  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man quotes  what  was  said  in.  1888,  but 
he  does  not  pretend  that  the  conditions 
are  not  entirely  changed.  ["  Hear, 
hearl"]  Undoubtedly  Lord  Salisbury 
said  in  1888,  as  everybody  said,  I  be- 
lieve, on  both  sides  of  the  House,  that 
the  Soudan  could  not  be  reconquered, 
and  that  it  would  be  inadvisable,  if  uot 
impossible,  to  do  so.  But  those  circum- 
stances have  changed,  because,  not 
merely,  has  the  Egyptian  Government 
made  strides  in  the  recovery  of  her  finan- 
cial credit  and  in  the  improvement  of 
her  resources  which  no  one  could  have 
anticipated,  but  the  powers  which  at 
that  time  were  dominant  at  Khartoum — 
the  powers  of  the  Mahdi — «*e  a  v^ 
different  thing  from  the  powers  of  the 
Khalifa  at  the  present  time.  ["  Hear, 
hear!"]  What  was  impossible  in  1880 
turns  out  to  be  feasible  now.  But  that 
does  not  indicate  a  change  of  policy.  The 
policy  of  the  Government  has  always 
remained  the  some.  As  I  understand  it, 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  Egypt 
is,  by  persevering  stages,  to  fit  the  Egyp- 
tian nation  for  the  task  of  self-govern- 
ment— [Irish  laitffJtter  and  Minuterial 
rArrr«]---and  to  enable  them  in  future  to 
be  ruled  by  on  indepeiulmt  Government 
based  on  the  affections  and  attachment 
of  their  own  people.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "] 
In  pursuit  of  that  object,  the  British 
(rovernment  have  already  conquered 
great  difficulties.  They  have  enor- 
mously improved  the  financial  and  judi- 
cial administration  of  Egypt ;  they  have 
given  peace  and  prosperity  to  her  people, 
fmd  they  are  now  engaged  in  the  task  of 
endeavouring  to  recover  for  them  the 
frontiers  which,  owing  to  our  mistaken 
policy  in  the  past,  were  lost  to  them. 

Mr,  CttTMm. 


\Gheere.'\  That  is  the  continui^  of 
policy  which  has  been  observed  and  to 
which  the  Government  will  adbat— 
\chieri\ — and  I  dumot  believe  that  thit 
House  would  ever  give  its  sopport  to  ur 
Government  which,  was  bo  loint-hnrtc^ 
and  so  seUuh  as  to  abaadon  that  vwi 
Wheera.] 

Mb.  LEONARD  CX)URT2raY  (Cow 
wall,  Bodmin)  said  he  desired  to  «ddm 
a  few  words  to  the  House,  and  he  vmtd 
endeavour  to  do  so  in  measured  and  orr- 
ful  language,  because  he  conceived  tbsi 
some  of  the  heat  developed  in  the  IV 
bate  had  arisen  from  misconception  of 
the  words  which  had  been  employed,  ud 
that  that  heat  and  misconception  mi^ 
easily  pass  from  the  area  of  that  hr 
sembly  and  excite  persona  el8ewhm.atid 
lead  to  consequences  which  we  shonldafl 
most  sincerely  regret.  [*"  Hear,  heirr; 
He  understood  the  Clmncellor  of  the  b-  | 
chequer  to  say  that,  when  the  questioD  i 
of  the  reconatitution  of  the  MysA 
Tribunals  came  up  12  months  hme. 
it  might,  in  view  of  the  character 
of  the  judgment  .  just  given*  be 
necessary  to  consider  the  compoutios 
of  those  tribunals  imd  their  competency 
to  undertake  such  a  question  as  to 
submitted  to  them.  [The  Chancium 
of  the  Exchbqubr:  "Hear,  )tm'~\ 
That  in  itself  oi^t  not  to  excito  reseti- 
ment  elsewhere ;  it  was  necesMizy ;  it  w 
inevitable.  It  was  provided  thi^  frws 
time  to  time  these  tribunals  should  cdib 
under  international  review  ami  the  seofe 
of  their  jurisdiction  would  have  to  be  cp^ 
sidered,  but  he  thought  the  coDnect*^ 
of  this  question  with  the  judgment  rr- 
cently  d^ivered  might  excite,  and  joiilj 
excite,  some  feeling  unless  then  w 
further  explanation. 

Sir  W.  HARCOUItT :  The  words  u» 
were  "  We  will  not  be  worried."  ["  Har- 
hear!"] 

Mk.  COURTNEY  hoped  they  wouUV 
allowed  to  get  out  of  that  atmoqibR 
["Hear,  hear!"]    He  thought  his  riri* 
hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  &■ 
chequer  and  others  who  had  spoken  hid  i 
little  misconceived  the  ground  of 
judgment  and  the  situation  in  rrfeiw* 
tn  which  that  judgment  had  heta 
livered.      His  right  hon.    Friend  «* 
Egypt  was  in  leading  strings,  ESTI^ 
under  bonds  and  could  not  do  si  ^ 
liked  with  her  own,  and  he  used  m^- 
phrases  of  a  similar  oharact«-.    Bat  V* 
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was  it  that  "Egypt  was  under  leading 
strings!  i&gypt  was  bankrupt,  and  the 
position  would  be  best  understood  if  he 
likened  the  law  of  liquidation  to  a  deed 
of  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  the 
creditors  of  E^ypt.  Under  that  law 
S^liypt  was  to  be  carried  on  as  a  going 
concern,  its  wants  to  be  provided  for,  and 
its  surplus  revenue  was  to  supply  a  fund 
to  meet  contii^enoies  and  provide  for 
redemption  of  debt.  But  the  oontin- 
gencies  that  might  azise  were  to  be  those 
that  arose  from  the  oariTii^  on  of  E^pt 
as  a  going  ooncon.  For  example,  there 
might  be  a  low  Nilej  and  then  recourse 
might  be  had  to  the  reserve  to  make  good 
the  loss ;  or  if  there  arose  any  internal 
difficulty  bringing  about  an  increase  of 
expenditure  or  a  decline  of  revenue,  then 
the  temporary  difficulty  might  be  met  by 
recourse  to  this  fund.  It  waa  only  for 
contingencies  that  arose  in  Egyptian  terri- 
tory t^t  the  reserve  was  to  be  employed. 
He  had,  speaking  elsewhere,  used  an  illus- 
tration to  make  the  position  dear,  and 
this  he  repeated.  Suppose  a  going  con- 
cern in  the  shape  of  a  ooilieiy  and  trustees 
invested  with  ihe  management  of  that 
colliery,  these  trustees  being  under  con- 
ditions of  appointment  required  to  pro- 
vide for  the  expenses  of  working  the 
colliery,  and  lay  aside  profits  to  provide 
a  fund  to  meet  contingencies  and  for  the 
redemption  of  debt.  If  on  accident 
occurred  in  the  workii^  of  that  colliery 
that  was  obviously  a  contingency  arising 
out  of  the  working  of  that  colliery,  and 
the  expenses  would  be  met  out  of  the 
reseire.  But  suppose  the  trustees,  wisely 
or  unwisely,  resolved  upon  working  a  pit 
a  mile  oS  which  had  been  abandoned 
years  before,  would  that  be  within  the 
functions  of  the  trustees  and  the  range 
of  their  duties  under  the  deed  of  arrange- 
ment? ["Hear,  hear!"]  Surely  to  set 
about  the  working  of  the  distant  pit 
would  be  ultra  vires  on  the  port  of  the 
trustees,  and  they  would  naturally  go  back 
to  those  from  whom  they  derived  autho- 
rity before  taking  action  outside  their 
trust.  ['*  Hear  t "]  The  judgment  of  the 
Court  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  the 
Caisse  had.  not  competency  to  undertake 
to  support  a  transaction  which  lay  outside 
the  original  going  concern.  If  new  enter- 
prises were  undertaken  they  must  go  back 
to  those  who  created  the  deed  of  arrange- 
m«it.  This  was  the  view  taken  by  the 
Court.    He  had  an  opportunity  of  talking 
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about  this  to  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished international  lawyers  in  the 
country,  who  was  entirely  in  favour  of 
the  advance  to  Dongola,  and  he  held  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  to  be  entirely  right. 
There  was  another  name  he  might  men- 
tion, not  that  of  a  lawyer,  but  of  a 
gentleman  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  history  of  these  transactions,  and  it 
was  a  name  that  would  command  respect 
in  the  House,  and  again  the  opinion  was 
that  thB  judgment  of  the  Court  was  just. 
It  was  useless  to  quarrel  with  the  Court, 
and  we  oould  not  alter  the  law.  To  do 
that  we  must  go  back  to  the  Powers  that 
created  the  law.  He  wished  to  dispel  the 
idea  that  E^pt  belonged  to  the 
Egyptians ;  that  was  not  so  now ;  it 
belonged  to  the  creditors,  and  it  was  not 
for  us  to  shake  off  the  fetters  the  creditors 
of  Egypt  had  put  upon  the  country. 
["  Hear  1 "]  The  moiiey  had  to  be  repaid, 
and  then  arose  a  question  which  had  to 
be  considered  in  the  light  of  the  limita- 
tions laid  down  by  the  Court.  Egypt 
under  the  new  law  of  liquidation  could  not 
borrow,  and  yet  we  were  going  to  advance 
money  to  Egypt  which  E^pt  was  going 
somehow  to  repay.  How  could  that  be? 
It  appeared  to  him  like  the  experiences 
we  had  had  in  the  history  of  the  develop- 
ment of  railways.  When  a  railway  com- 
pany some  years  &go  exhausted  its  borrow- 
ing powers,  or  could  not  raise  money 
under  them,  it  still  got  into  debt  and 
gave  certificates  of  indebtedness  under 
the  system  known  by  the  phrase  now 
passed  out  of  use — ^Lloyd's  Bonds.  If, 
in  accordance  with  the  law  of  liquidation, 
satisfaction  of  this  debt  could  not  oome 
out  of  the  surplus  any  more  thfui  the 
original  sum,  then  the  satisfaction  of  the 
debt  interest  and  instalments  must  come 
out  nf  curtailments  of  ordinary  expoidi- 
ture. 

*Thb  CHANCELLOU  op  tub  EX- 
CHEQUER reminded  his  right  hon. 
Friend  that  Egypt  had  power  to  borrow 
to  a  certain  extent. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said  this  was  for  con- 
tingencies in  respect  to  which  she  could 
fall  back  on  the  fund,  contingencies  that 
happened  in  ordinary  administration. 
We  were  to  be  repaid  under  some  sort  of 
Lloyd's  Bond.  He  would  not  vote  against 
this  payment ;  we  must  make  it,  whether 
it  be  repaid  or  not.  In  respect  to  the 
£270,000  for  the  railway,  he  asked  when 
was  that  railway  going  to  be  made  1  Not 
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before  March  31?  ["Hearl"]  Surely, 
then,  this  shoiild  come  into  the  next 
financial  year. 

*Thb  chancellor  op  thi  EX- 
CHEQUER expluned  it  was  for  purchase 
of  material. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said  then  would  come 
the  cost  of  making  the  railway.  Tho 
fiituation  was  not  enconnging.  One  hou. 
Member  found  enoouragement  in  the 
language  of  the  Chaocellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  deduced  from  this  language 
that  there  was  a  change  of  policy. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  said 
he  did  not  refer  to  a  change  in  the 
E^ptian  policy  or  the  policy  in  r^rd  to 
E^pt ;  he  was  referring  to  the  change 
of  tone  and  manner  in  dealing  with  it  by 
the  Treasury. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said  the  hon.  Member 
appeared  to  think  the  tone  and  manner 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Blxchequer,  con- 
trasted with  that  of  last  year,  would  affect 
the  judgment  of  the  countiy.  The  judg- 
ment of  the  country  was  fickle,  some 
people  said  ;  but  he  thought  the  judgment 
of  the  country  appreciated  sobriety  of 
judgment  and  would  not  support  a  policy 
where  this  was  lacking.  In  the  spirit  of 
that  old-fashioned  sobriety  of  judgment 
he  held  the  opinion  as  to  this  expendi- 
ture which  he  had  expressed  last  year, 
that  it  was  impolitic,  inexpedient^  and 
dangerous.  He  did  not  wish  to  keep  the 
Soudan  in  a  state  of  oppression  and  dis- 
comfort any  more  than  any  other  part 
of  the  world.  But  was  this  country  able 
to  do  what  the  Under  Secretary  talked 
of  I  Were  they  able  to  conquer  the 
Soudan  and  hand  it  over  to  E^^t,  and, 
having  trained  H^pt  in  self-government, 
could  they  leave  her  with  anything  like 
etjuanimity  to  administer  the  Soudan  so 
conquered  1  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "j  He  thought 
that  Ix)rd  Salisbury  in  1888  measured 
the  forces  better  than  he  did  to-day.  He 
was  not  able  to  entirely  persuade  himself 
that  Lord  Salisbury  changed  his  views, 
in  spite  of  the  language  which  his  right 
hon.  Friend  said  he  used  on.  the  first 
night  of  the  Session.  He  had  some 
reason  to  believe  that  Lord  Salisbury  was 
no  more  fond  of  this  forward  policy  than 
he  was  himself.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  If  his 
Lordship  had  his  own  way,  he  believed 
he  would  maintain  the  moderate  and 
sober  position  which  he  occupied  nine 
years  i^.  The  change  of  cireumstances 
which  had  ensued  did  not  warrant  any 

Mr.  Cowiney. 


change  in  the  attitude  to  be  adopted. 
The  policy  of  moderation  and  abstinence 
from  enterprise  of  a  wild  and  visionazy 
character  was,  above  all,  the  policy  to  be 
maintained  in  relation  to  the  other 
Powers  of  Europe ;  and  was  most  impor- 
tant to  their  position,  not  only  in  Europe, 
but  throughout  the  whole  woiid.  He 
hoped  the  course  of  the  Debate  would 
not  tend  to  worsen  the  position  of  this 
country  in  relation  to  othv  Powers.  He 
should  be  deeply  sony  if  any  words  of 
his  tended  to  excite  worse  feelings  than 
existed.  His  sole  purpose  in  rising  was 
to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  state  a  view 
of  the  case  which  mi^ht  lead  some  fellow 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House  to 
understand  how  things  were  looked  at 
differently  by  other  people  than  th.m 
were  here,  and  to  inquire  whether  there 
waa  not  some  reason  for  the  attitude 
th^  assumed  when  they  in  this  oountzy 
were  sometimes  disposed  to  think  th^ 
were  too  suspicious,  too  angty,  and  too 
intolerant  in  their  jiidgment  of  the  British 

people.  [CA«r».]  

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  hoped  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  would  take  heed 
of  the  wise  and  sober  words  which 
had  fallen  from  one  of  their 
most  distinguished  supporters.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I •  That  debate,  it  seemed  to  him, 
would  not  be  uaeleas  if  the  Committee 
could  get  some  clears  explanations  than 
they  had  at  present  from  the  GoTCm- 
voffai.  The  whole  history  of  the  relations 
of  the  Govwnment  towards  this  expedi- 
tion in  the  Soudan  had  been  a  position  of 
evasion.  The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  had  said  he  spoke  as  a  Minister  u{ 
the  Crown.  Ho  had  no  doubt  the  right 
hon.  U^^ntleman  would  be  an  excellent 
Minister  of  the  Crown  ;  but  aa  a  matter 
of  hard  fact  he  was  not  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown — [laughter\~Ai\xt  waa  in  that 
House  as  luarA  Salisbury's  secretary — 
Wenewed  laughter] — and,  he  assumed, 
did  his  best  to  express  in  his  own  words 
the  views  of  Lord  Salisbury.  The  Under 
Secretary  fell  foul  of  the  right  hon.  M«n- 
ber  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  because  he 
complained  of  what  had  transpired  last 
year  with  respect  to  the  Italian  demand 
to  this  country  to  aid  them  in  retaining 
Kassala.  The  Under  Secretary  told  the 
House  last  year  that  such  a  demand  had 
been  made. 
»Mb.  CURZON  :  Request 

Digitized  by  Google 


1481  Supply.  {5  February  1897f 


Supply. 


1482 


Mb.  LAB0UCHKK£  said  that  the 
Italian  MuuBtos  tfaemselTos  confronted 
the  righfc  hon.  Gentleman  with  a  denial 
that  any  such  demand  or  request  was 
made,  and  he,  therefore,  deeired  to  know 
under  what  circumstances  this  very  hole- 
in-the-oomer  demand,  which  was  put  for- 
ward now  as  a  plea  for  this  country  en- 
gaging  in  vast  expense  in  order  to  subdue 
the  Soudan,  was  made.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "] 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
them  the  Papers?  Was  there  any  com- 
munication made  by  the  Italian  Ambas- 
sador to  Lord  Salisbury?  Was  there  any 
communication  made  the  Italian 
Ministry  to  the  Ambassador  of  this 
country  in  Italy?  Was  it  a  private  or 
personal  demand  on  the  part  of  those  who 
reigned  but  did  not  govern?  Was  it  a 
demand  made  through  another  Emperor? 
Was  it  a  demand  made  through  the  Ger- 
man Emperor?  [Ministerial  cries  of 
"  No !  "]  He  wanted  this  matter  to  be 
cleared  up.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  been  referring  to  documents.  [Mr. 
CuBZON :  "  No  I  "]  At  any  rate,  he  did 
refer  to  some  species  of  document,  but 
he  would  not  tdl  them  if  the  communica- 
tion was  verbal  or  in  writing,  and  the 
Government  seemed  to  be  absolutely 
ashamed  of  what  they  had  done.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  Oh !  "]  Then  let  them 
produce  their  documents.  It  was  a  fair 
and  reasonable  demand  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  lay  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  was  responsible  for  the 
action  of  the  Govcnimait,  the  statement 
which  l^ey  said  was  made,  either  in  writ- 
ing or  verbally,  to  induce  them  to  engage 
in  an  expedition  {or  which  they  were  now 
asking  a  million  sterling  and  would  have 
to  ask  for  more.  Such  a  positon  had 
never  before  been  taken  up  by  any  Gov- 
ernment. He  was  sorry  to  hear  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  speak  as  he 
had  done.  He  had  always  believed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  wise,  sober, 
and  cautious  man,  but  he  seemed  to  speak 
that  night  with  the  reckless  zeal  of  a  con- 
vert. Who  had  got  him  over?  Was  it 
the  Leader  of  the  House  or  Lord  Salis- 
bury, or  the  Minister  of  the  Crown — 
[laughter] — ^who  sat  next  him?  To  put 
it  vulgarly,  this  guardian  of  the  purse 
appeued  to  have  been  "got  at."  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  thrown 
down  the  gauntlet  to  E^;ypt.  He  told 
them  he  wanted  to  change  the  Egyptian 

VOL.  XLV.  [rouBTH  snoBS.] 


tribunals.  In  1898  there  would  be  an 
opportunity  of  reconsidering  the  whole 
matter  as  to  what  tribunals  were  to  de- 
cide in  questions  relating  to  Egypt.  Why 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  want  to 
change  them  ?  Because  they  went  against 
this  country.  Simply  and  solely  because 
the  Courts  in  E^ypt  decided  against  them 
they  wwe  going  to  ask  Europe  to  altw 
the  nature  and  character  of  those  Courts. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
that  we  were  in  E^ypt  and  had  a  right  to 
decide  everything. 

"Thb  CHANCELLOB  or  thb  ex- 
chequer :  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said 
we  were  in  Egypt^  but  I  never  said  we  had 
a  right  to  decide  everything. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  remarked  that  he 
took  down  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  at  the  time,  but  he  could  not  now 
make  out  his  own  writing.  [Laughter.] 
At  any  rate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  they  were  in  such  a  position  in  i^^t 
that  th^  were  bound  to  look  after  the 
safety  of  that  country,  and  they  had  n 
right  to  do  so.  He  believed  the  rig^t  hon. 
Gentleman  went  as  far  as  that. 

*Tta  CHANCELLOR  or  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER: That  is  a  veiy  different 
thing. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  asked  had  it  not 
reached  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
several  Powers  in  Europe  considered  this 
country  had  no  right  to  be  in 
E^ypt,  that  they  remained  there 
against  their  pledges,  and  were  dis- 
honouring themselves  by  doing  so  ? 
"  Temporary  "  as  fw  as  our  occupation  of 
Egypt  was  concerned,  meant  16, 30,  or  30 
years,  and  then  was  not  the  remotest 
intention  at  ^vesent  of  leaving  the  coun- 
try. It  had  been  sud  we  wore  there 
the  wishes  of  Egypt.  But  its  Ministo^ 
and  Assembly  protested  whenever  they 
had  a  chance  against  oiu:  being  there. 
The  Ministers  were  told  they  must  imder- 
stand  that  their  places  depended  on  being 
our  subordinate  instruments  and  slaves, 
and  to  talk  of  the  country  having  any 
voice  in  the  matter  under  such  cir- 
cumstances was  ridiculous.  Then  it  was 
said  we  were  occuj^ii^  ^feyp*-  te*ct 
the  people  setf-goTemment.  Let  the 
people  of  Egypt  learn  self-^vemment  by 
governing  themselves.  We  hate  not 
yielded  to  the  I^ptians  a  vestige  of 
self-government.  We  had  distributed 
well  paid  employes  all  over  the  country, 
and  we  governed      those  employes  who 
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pould  not  aay  their  souls  were  their  own. 
He  joined  with  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Bodmin  in  hoping  that  the  E^ptiau 
Government  would  not  be  recouped. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
they  had  the  right  to  borrow  up  to 
£1,000,000  sterling.  They  had  the  right 
to  temporarily  borrow  that  sum  for  cur- 
rent expenses  and  issue  Treasury  bills. 
But  this  Vote  was  not  in  the  nature  of 
Treasury  bills  but  a  permanent  loan, 
only  to  be  paid  off  when  they  had  the 
money.  It  was  most  desirable  that  the 
Egyptian  Goremment  should  understand 
that  it  could  not  wage  wars  and  bully 
the  money  out  of  others.  [Cheers.]  Dr. 
Johnson  said  that  patriotism  was  "  the 
last  refuge  of  scoundrels."  [Laughter.} 
The  last  refuge  of  a  Minister  when  he 
had  no  better  reason  to  give  for  his 
policy  was  a  general  plea  of  philanthropy. 
[Renewed  laugiUer.]  When  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  got  down  to  that 
he  had  got  down  to  the  lowest  abyss. 
Were  we  to  go  oareering  about  the  world 
to  look  for  a  country  which  was  in  diffi- 
culties, and  when  we  had  found  one  to 
undertake  an  expedition  to  make  that 
country  our  own  1  If  that  was  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman's  philanthropy  it  shoidd, 
like  charity,  begin  at  home.  If  Armenia 
had  been  as  easy  to  get  at  as  the  Soudan 
we  should  have  made  an  expedition  there. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sneered 
at  the  Armenians.  [Ministerial  cries  of 
"Oh!"]  He  said,  "Are  black  men 
nothing  }"  He  himself  believed  the  Sou- 
daiKse  were  brown  rather  than  black — 
[la  ugh  ter] — but  what  did  it  matter 
whether  a  man  was  a  Midiomedau,  Budd- 
hist, or  Christian  1  He  would  prefer  to 
spend  money  in  defending  the  Armenians 
than  the  Soudanese.  He  understood  the 
Soudanese  were  ready  to  be  killed  rather 
than  sulnuit  to  foreign  rule.  It  was  said 
we  remained  in  'Egypt  because  the  Egyp- 
tians were  not  capable  of  governing  them- 
selves. Yet  we  were  going  to  impose  on 
the  Egyptians  the  obligation  of  govern- 
ing the  Soudan.  There  were  two  reasons 
why  the  expedition  to  Dongola  was 
undertaken.  The  first  was  that  we 
might  keep  well  with  France  and  Ger- 
many, and  the  next  that  we  might  beck 
up  the  Triple  Alliance.  But  a  stronger 
reason  still  was  that  we  ourselves  might 
extend  our  territory  on.  the  southern  fron- 
tier of  Egypt  and  increase  the  area  of 
our  dominion  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Labouehere. 


It  was  perfectly  absurd  to  teU  the  House 
that  we  were  likely  to  get  out  of  %ypt 
quicker  because  we  had  undertaken  this 
Soudan  expedition.  He  intended  to  do 
his  utmost  by  his  vote — a  miserable  way 
of  doing  it  when  in  such  a  minority — to 
show  that  Radicals  would  have  no  part 
in  this  policy  of  continuous  occupation  of 
Egypt,  and  still  less  in  this  expedition 
which  was  undertaken  by  a  vague  jingo 
feeling  to  be  developed  and  kept  up 
every  year  to  firrt  take  one  oountiy  and 
then  another.  The  r^^ht  hon.  Memlwr 
for  Bodmin  said  he  did  not  think  Lord 
Salisbury  had  changed  his  mind.  But 
there  was  no  question  but  that  Lord 
Salisbury  had  changed  his  poli<^.  A 
few  years  ago  Lord  Salisbury  declared 
that  it  was  impossiUe  to  conquer  the 
Soudan.  The  answer  was  now,  "  We  are 
showing  you  we  can  conquer  it."  That 
was  a  gambler's  answer.  It  was  no  argu- 
ment that  we  should  confer  the  Soudan 
because  we  could  do  so.  But  we  had  not 
conquered  the  Soudan.  He  believed  Lord 
Salisbury  was  a  more  senuble  man  than 
the  majority  of  his  Paxty.  [Minteterial 
laughter.]  Lord  Salisbury  had  made  a 
concession,  but  he  had  always  noticed 
that  concessions  Lord  Salisbt]^  made  to 
hon.  Gentlemwi  were  in  words  rather 
than  deeds.  There  were  only  two  strong 
Little  Englanders  in  this  country — ^Lord 
Salisbury  and  himself.  [Much  laughier.] 
Lord  S^isbury  in  the  exigencies  of  his 
position  as  Leader  of  the  CouservaiiTe 
Party  had  changed  his  policy  but  had  not 
changed  his  own  opinions.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose  said  that  the 
Government  must  have  been  mad  in  un- 
dertaking this  expedition  to  Dongola. 
Hon.  Members  might  have  heard  of  a 
monarch  called  King  Cambyses,  who, 
having  acquired  and  squatted  Egypt, 
tried  to  conquer  the  Soudan.  The  con- 
sequence was  that  when  he  got  there  his 
friends  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
was  mad,  and  he  duappeared.  [Laugh- 
ter.]  The  GoTenuuent  had  only  to  go 
on  asking  for  money  for  theee  ezpedi- 
tions,  and  they  woiUd  cease  to  live  as 
Ministers  of  the  Crown.  ["  Hear,  hear  !"J 
Mb.  ARNOLD-FOltSTER  (Belfast,  W.) 
thought  we  should  pause  before  we  went 
any  further  in  the  Soudan.  We  had 
plet^ed  ourselves  over  and  over  again 
as  to  what  our  policy  in  Egypt 
should   be.     He    had   refreshed  his 
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memoty  as  to  the  t&naa  of  those  pledges, 
and  they  were  such  as,  if  made  be* 
tween  honourable  men  in  private  life, 
would  oonstitute  a  strong  obligation. 
Ho  would  like  to  put  this  question  to  a 
simple  test.  He  would  like  to  take  ^ 
own,  or  any  other  constituency,  and  try 
to  ascertain  if  90  out  of  any  100  persons 
oould  put  dowa  on  paper  what  were  in 
their  opinion  the  advantages  to  be  gained, 
not  by  E^pt  but  by  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  policy  of  the 
Govea-nment.  Though  it  was  possible 
that  the  other  10  mig^t  be  able  to  formu- 
late reasons  which  would  satisfy  them- 
setvee,  he  undertook  to  say  that  every  one 
of  them  would  differ.  No  doubt  the 
English  officers  in  E^pt  had  been  doing 
magnificent  work  ;  but  wherever  a  British 
office  was  put  down  to  do  a  piece  of  work 
he  did  it  well,  and  made  the  country  in 
which  he  worked  better  than  he  found  it. 
The  work  they  had  done  in  Egypt  might 
be  a  very  good  thing  for  Egypt,  but  was 
it  au  equally  good  Uung  for  the  people  of 
this  countiy;  for,  after  all,  he  had  an 
infinitely  greater  regard  for  the  people  of 
this  conntxy  than  lie  had  for  the  people 
of  E^pt.  It  was  suggested  that  the 
waterway  of  the  Nile  and  that  the  com- 
merce of  E^pt  were  of  great  importance 
to  this  country,  but  he  did  not  see  that 
we  need  lose  the  commerce  of  Egypt  if 
some  international  arrai^ement  was 
arrived  at,  and  even  if  we  had  ten  times 
the  amount  of  commerce  which  E^pt 
offered  to  us,  it  would  not  compensate  for 
ten  minutes  of  the  intomationiU  conflict 
thai  might  be  forced  upon  us  our  re- 
maining in  the  countiy  without  some  such 
orrau^mCTt.  It  could  not  be  contended 
that  B^pt  was  of  any  military  advantage 
to  this  country.  There  was  a  consensus 
of  opinion  on  that  point.  That  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  it  was  only 
common  sense  to  say  that  it  could  not  be 
a  source  of  strength  to  this  country  to 
have  3,000  men  in  E«gypt,  with  a  base 
4,000  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  power 
of  this  coimtoy,  and  separated  from  it  by 
powwful  and  it  might  be  hostile  Powers. 
Sforeover,  it  vba  also  the  universal  opinion 
that  the  very  idea  of  using  the  Canal  as 
a  means  of  communication  in  time  of 
war  was  preposterous.  It  was  clear, 
therefore,  that,  from  a  military  point  of 
view,  no  advanti^  accrued  to  this  coun- 
try.   On  the  other  hand,  there  could  be 


no  doubt  that  the  danger  which  was  in- 
herent in  the  situation  was  something 
extraordinary.  He  had  always  held  very 
strongly  that  there  were  mattera  on  which 
we  came  into  conflict  with  French  opinion, 
to  combat  which  it  was  undoubtedly  right 
that  the  whole  power  of  this  coimtry 
should  be  used ;  but  he  admired  the 
French  nation  and  had  no  desire  to  run 
the  risk  of  a  quarrel  with  them  on  this 
matter.  It  might  be  shown  that  we  had 
a  good  argument  here  and  there,  but  the 
main  fact  remained  that  we  were  pursuing 
this  policy  in  direct  hostility  to  France 
and  Russia,  whetiier  th^  were  right  or 
wrong.  No  one  had  a  greater  beli^  than 
he  had  in  the  power  of  this  country. 
He  believed  that  still,  even  in  the  changed 
state  of  the  world,  the  British  Empire 
was  the  strongest  Power  existing,  on  one 
condition  and  one  condition  only,  that 
the  whole  force  and  power  of  the  Empire 
was  exerted  with  the  consent  and  enthu- 
siastic support  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  popu- 
lation, and  he  did  not  think  it  possible 
to  secure  the  support  of  the  country  in 
a  campaign  arising  in  I^ypt  on  this  ques- 
tion with  that  unanimity  which  oould 
alone  justify  the  Government  in  under- 
taking it.  There  might  be  reasons  for 
this  policy  which  had  not  been  confided 
to  the  House  and  which  might  throw  a 
totally  different  light  on  the  question, 
but  if  that  was  so,  he  did  not  see  why  the 
House  should  not  be  told  of  them.  There 
was  an  old  fable  of  the  g^ant  who  recu- 
perated his  strength  every  time  he 
touched  Hothw  Earth.  He  would  revme 
that  fable  and  say  that  every  ^nrd  we 
went  from  tiie  only  element  which  was 
the  source  of  our  strength,  we  endan- 
gered our  position  in  the  world.  He  had 
no  wish  to  appear  as  an  alarmist  about 
dangers  from  alwoad,  but  he  would  point 
out  that  in  India  we  wwe  governing  a 
great  country  that  was  a  great  strain  on 
our  powers.  We  kept  up  there  70,000 
British  troops  and  a  native  force  of 
200,000,  and  we  did  not  find  that  exces- 
sive for  the  purpose.  Were  we  now  to 
take  in  hand  a  second  India,  were  we  to 
undertake  the  administration  of  another 
great  countoy  without  takii^  any  of  those 
precautions  which  experience  had  tacight 
us  ought  to  be  taken  1  He  could  not  see 
any  compmsation  held  out  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  for  the  efforts  we  might  be 
compelled  to  moke^  and  he  would  feel 
much  bappiw  in  his  mind  if  ho  thought 
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that  Her  Majesty's  GoTernment  realised 
that  there  were  only  two  alteruatiTcs  in 
this  matter.    One  was  that  by  the  dip- 
lomacy of  their  great  chief,  some  arrange- 
ment might  be  made  by  which  this  bone 
of  contention  between  the  Powers  «f ' 
Europe  might  be  removed,  and  by  which  i 
this  country  might  administer  Egypt  with  I 
the  full  consent  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  i 
The  other  alt«*native  was  to  continue  | 
their  policy  in  defiance  of  the  other 
Powers  of  Eiu-opc.    If  the  Government 
were  going  to  adopt  the  latter  course  let  : 
them,  at  all  events,  take  ordinarj-,  reason-  ' 
able  precautions,  such  as  reasonalile  men  ■ 
of  business  would  take  when  undertaking 
a  great  risk.    Let  them  double  the  army 
and  double  the  navy,  strengthen  the 
Mediterranean  garrisons,  and  make  all  { 
the  preparations  necessary  for  a  contin-  , 
gency  which  every  man  in  the  House  knew  i 
was  not  iuconcovable  and  not  altogether  ! 
improbable ;  for,  he  contended,  when  the  ' 
UoTemnient  wore  deliba*ately  adopting  I 
a  policy  which  brought  them  into  con-  | 
stant  and  irritating  conflict  with  two 
great  Powers,  they  did  run  risks  which  it 
was  absolutely  futile  to  ignore. 
*Mr.  H.  M.  STANLEY  (Lambeth,  N.) 
said  that  if  his  hon.  Friend  below  him 
was  not  ail  alarmist  of  an  extreme  cha- 
racter, he  did  not  know  how  he  would 
define  the  woni.    ["Hear,  hearl"]  He 
thought  the  hou.  Gentleman  was  even 
more  so  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Montrose.    "What  are 
you  doing  in  E^rypt  f "  they  asked  one 
after  anothw.      We  do  not  understand 
your  policy.    You  are  oflfending  France 
and  you  are  otBfending  Itnssia,  and  you  are 
preparing  for  a  great  war."  That  was  the 
meaning  of  the  speeches  he  had  heard  so 
far.    He  entertained  the  very  opposite 
view,  and  he  oould  see  nothing  at  all 
alarming  in  the  situation  in  E^pt  or  in 
any  purview  of  the  world  he  could  take 
round  about  it — ["  hear,  hear  1 "] — and,  if 
we  kept  our  temper,  he  did  not  see  why  we 
should  not  emerge  sucoeBsfulIy  from  the 
dismal  poBsibilities  that  were  suggested. 
The  British  troops  were  merely  acting  as 
policemen  in  Lower  Elgj'pt.    They  were 
Elgyptian  troops,  under  the  leadership  of 
British  officers,  who  were  marching  up 
the  Nile.     There  was  nothing  at  all 
alarmii^  in  the  position  of  affairs.  Two 
P.  and  O.  steamers  could,  if  necessuy, 
bring  away  the  entire  British  force ;  and 
all  the  fleets  of  France  and  Russia  could 
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not  prevent  them.  In  going  to  Abu  Hamed 
and  building  a  railway  from  there  to 
Wady  Haifa  the  Government  were  taking 
a  more  important  step  tfa^  eyen  the 
march  upon  Dongola.  At  Abu  Hamed 
they  would  command  the  entire  White 
Nile.  It  was  a  splendid  strat^cal  poo- 
tion,  and,  possessing  it,  they  m^ht  be 
said  to  cut  the  Soudan  in  two.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Montrose  took  an 
extremely  dismal  view  of  the  case.  He 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Grentlemaa 
what  were  the  Government  doing  ia 
Egypt  more  than  Russia  was  doing  in 
Siberia,  or  France  hptween  the  Senegal 
and  the  Niger?  They  were  building 
milways  to  exploit  their  territories. 
Egypt  was  doing  exactly  the  same  tlung, 
and  the  British  Gorentment  merely  stood 
by  approving  and  advisii^.  The  same 
tone  of  exaggeration  was  heard  now  that 
had  marked  the  discussion  last  year, 
when  it  was  said  that  we  were  losing 
up  our  forces  in  the  Soudan.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose  said  these 
were  delicate  and  dangerous  transactions. 
What  was  delicate  and  dangerous?  Stay- 
ing in  Egypt  until  we  thought  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  we  should  leavet 
The  only  imprudent  language  used  had 
been  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  As  he  listoied  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentlonan  he  got  a  beautiful  insiglit 
into  the  causes  of  the  instability  and 
TOcillation  of  the  Gladstouian  Govern- 
ment of  1880.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  seemed  to  him  to  be  saying :  — 

"  It  was  I  wbo  caused  all  that  TscilUtion ;  it 
was  I  wbo  caosed  that  railway  to  be  laid  down 
and  then  taken  up  agun ;  it  was  I  wbo  seat 
the  ejcpedition  too  late  to  Khartoum ;  it  was  I 
■win  caused  Uenernl  Gordon  to  be  lost ;  it  vm 
I  who  sacrificed  the  interests  of  the  Soodaa." 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY :  May  I  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  I  was  not  a  Member 
of  the  Government  of  tl^  dayt 

"^Mr.  STANLEY  said  the  nght  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated  that  he  had  beai 
for  the  last  12  or  14  years  a  most 
energetic  opponent  of  these  Soudan 
expeditions. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  Yes,  from  the  quar 
ter  where  the  hon.  Member  is  now  speak- 
ing.   ["Hear,  W."] 

*Mr.  STANLEY :  As  an  adviser  of  the 
Government. 
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Mb.  J.  MORLET :  I  moved  an  Amend- 
ment againgt  Mr.  Gladstone's  Govern- 
ment on  this  very  subject. 

*Mb.  STANLEY  repeated  that  ho  read 
ia  the  right  hou.  GeDtleuiaii's  remarks  the 
reason  for  the  vacillation  of  the  Glad- 
Btonian  Government.  That  Government 
showed  the  same  singular  timidity  whioh 
was  manifested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man now.  The  present  Government 
knew  exactly  what  they  were  goinpf  to 
do.  [Irnnicnl  Opposition  f/zc^rt.]  They 
were  not  *roin<r  n  mile  further  than  their 
strength  would  permit ;  every  aJvonce 
would  depend  on  financial  and  political 
considerations.  At  present  their  objec- 
tive waa  Abu  Hame^,  and  it  was  as  easy 
of  access  as  his  house  was  from  there. 
[Laughter. 1  He  appealed  to  hwi. 
Gentlemm  opposite  to  take  course  ;  he 
had  studied  the  question  as  much  as  any 
man  in  the  House,  luid  he  believed  this 
expedition  to  Abu  Hamed  would  result 
in  renuiHbible  consequences,  not  only  to 
E^ypt  and  the  Soudfui,  but  to  the  whole 
world. 

Mb.  VESEY  KNOX  (Londonderry) 
moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £72,500, 
which  was  approximately  the  amount 
that  Ireland  would  have  to  contribute. 

*Thb  chairman  op  ways  ano 
MEANS :  As  I  informed  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber the  last  time  he  tried  to  raise  that 
question,  it  would  be  distinctly  out  of 
order  on  a  Supplementary  Estimate. 

Mb.  KNOX  pointed  out  that  in  this 
case  there  had  been  no  previous  estimate 
before  the  Committee. 

•Thb  CHAIRMAN  of  WAYS  and 
MEANS:  The  matter  cannot  be  dis- 
cussed on  this  Vote ;  it  is  not  relevant. 
Even  if  the  hon.  Member  succeeded  in 
diminishing  the  amount  it  would  not  re- 
lieve Ireland  from  contributing  her 
share. 

Mb.  KNOX  said  he  would  move  the 
reduction  as  a  matter  of  protest.  This 
wos  a  question  for  the  taxpayers.  The 
taxpayers  of  England  could  look  after 
themselves;  but  on  behalf  of  the  tax- 
payers of  Ireland  he  objected  to  this 
enormous  expenditure  on  a  futile  expedi- 
tion. Unless  they  attacked  the  expMidi- 
ture  year  after  year,  and  voted  for 
economy,  however  unpopular  it  might 
be,  they  would  not  release  the  people 
from  the  burden  of  taxation  that  was 
presiing  on  the  country.  He  did  not 
take  the  ratreme  line  of  contending  that 
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Ireland  hod  no  interest  in  any  Imperial 
expenditure  outside  her  own  shores.  Ire- 
land was  as  much  interested  as  any  other 
part  of  the  Kingdom,  in  expansion  in 
regions  where  white  men  might  labour 
and  flourish.  But  he  denied  that  the 
mass  of  the  people  either  in  Ireland  or 
Great  Britain  were  in  faroiu:  of  expan- 
uon  in  the  Nile  Valley.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  used  language 
about  the  tribunals  of  Egypt  which 
would  have  l)een  out  of  order  if  applied 
to  the  Courts  of  this  country. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  told 
them  that  he  intended  to  consider 
whether  the  Court  that  had  decided 
against  him  could  not  undergo  some 
change.  Many  international  lawyers  were 
of  opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  Court 
was  right ;  yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  idien  the  opportunity  arrived 
he  should  upset  the  Court.  A^vas^  such 
language  he  protested,  because  it  might 
be  expensive  language  for  Ireland  as  well 
as  Great  Britain.  The  threat  to  establish 
a  different  sort  of  mixed  tribunal,  or  per- 
haps an  exclusively  English  tribunal,  was 
a  threat  deliberately  directed  gainst 
France  and  Kussia.  They  had  been  told 
that  the  first  cause  of  the  expedition  to 
Dongola  was  to  relieve  the  Italians,  but 
as  against  that  there  was  the  statement 
of  the  late  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
in  Italy,  that  the  Italians  did  not  want 
our  intervention.  There  was,  he  knew, 
a  conflict  of  opinion  as  to  what  was  really 
said  at  an  interview  at  the  Foreign 
Office,  but  whether  the  Italians  asked  for 
this  aid  or  not,  Irishmen  had  no  desire 
to  poy  for  what  had  been  done  or  to  do 
anything  that  would  enoourage  the  Italian 
Government  in  their  disastrous  policy  in 
Africa.  The  real  object  of  British  policy 
had  been  to  checkmate  France.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  that 
France  and  Russia  would  not  "worry" 
England  out  of  Egypt.  Well,  he  did  not 
suppose  that  they  would  be  able  to 
worry  England  into  keeping  her  pledges 
by  anything  short  of  force.  Irishmen 
knew  by  long  experience  that  force  was 
the  only  thing  that  would  make  the  Eng- 
lish people  keep  their  plighted  word. 
When  the  Government  said  to  the  French 
and  Russians  that  they  would  not  be 
worried  out  of  Egypt,  the^  were  teUing 
the  French  and  Russians  that  if  di^ 
wanted  to  get  the  British  out  of  E^ypt 
they  must  take  more  formidable  measures 
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than  wony,  and  must  use  their  -armies 
and  navies  to  do  it.    As  the  representa- 
tive of  a  countiy  which  had  to  pay  far 
more  than  ita  full  share  of  Imperial  ex* 
penditure,  and   which  otnitributed  tar 
more  than  its  UAr  share  of  fighting  men 
to  the  Army  that  in  the  case  <^  war  would 
be  sent  to  wage  a  hopelMS  contest  against 
Powers  that  were  infinitely  stronger  than 
England,  he  protested  against  the  right 
hon.  Membei^s  note  of  menace  gainst 
France  and  Russia.    In  Ireland  they  had 
no  reason  to  regard  France  in  any  other 
light  than  in  that  of  an  old    ally  and 
friend,  and  for  the  last  80  years  France 
had  been,  on  the  whole,  more  friendly 
to  &g^d  than  Germany  had.  France 
had  shared  with  En^and  the  folly  of  the 
Crimean  War,  and  had  helped  her  on 
many  other  occasions.   He  failed  to  see 
any  ground  for  the  Government  taking 
this  attitude  against  France  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  unless  it  were  that  they 
were  the  catspaw  of  Germany.    Of  course 
the  German  Empire  had  supported  the 
action  of  England    before    the  mixed 
tribunal,  but  it  was  not  out  of  love  for 
this  country.    It  was  because  Germany 
knew  that  anything  that  would  embroil 
France  and  England  would  be  to  her  ad- 
vantage, for  a  dispute  between  the  two 
countries  would  divert  the  attention  of 
France  from  her  lost  provinces  md  the 
attention  of  the  people  of  this  country 
from  afffurs  in  South  Africa.    It  was  thus 
to  the  interest  of  Germany  to  aid  Eng- 
land in  making  this  new  departure  in  h^ 
Egyptian  policy.    Ministers  had  said  that 
England   would   clear  out  of  E^;ypt  as 
soon  aa  the  ^yptian  people  were  fit  to 
govern  themselves.    It  amused  Irishmen 
to  hear  of  this  preparation  of  E^pt  for 
seIf-goT«nment.   For  700  years  England 
had  been  teaching  the  Irish  people  how 
to  govern  themselves,   and  apparently 
they  were  not  yet  fit  to  do  so.    At  any 
rate,  England  refused  them  self-govern- 
ment.   If  England  was  not  to  fulfil  her 
pledges  to  Europe  by  leaving  Egypt  until 
she  had  fitted  the  people  for  self-govern- 
ment, 700  years,  judging  from  Irish  ex- 
perience, might  elapse  before  that  con- 
summation was  arrived  at.    There  was 
not  the  subtest  possibility   of  E|gypt 
being  aUe  to  govern  herself  in  1^  ordi- 
nary European  aeato  within  any  reason- 
able period  of  time.    If  the  British  Gov- 
ernment would  consent  to  some  syet^ 
of  European  control  for  £^ypt,  the  reality 
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of  their  pledges  might  be  believed  in 
But  if  they  said  that  th^  would  not  lean 
E^ypt  until  the  occurrence  of  an  event 
which  they  knew  ns  not  likdy  to  oecv 
in  the  lifetime  of  any  man  in  that  3omt. 
they  w^e  practically  telling  Europe  Unt 
they  were  going  to  break  the  fledgx 
which  they  had  solemnly  givoL  Tkt 
right  hon.  Member  for  Bodmin  had 
spoken  of  Egypt  having  been  hankd 
over  to  her  creditors.  He  prot«st«d 
gainst  this  notion  of  handing  over  a 
country  to  its  creditors  as  if  it  ni  & 
limited  liability  company.  Why  vsi  it 
that  this  doctrine  had  not  been  a})(ilied 
in  the  case  of  oUier  European  conntnee? 
There  was  hardly  a  self-govOTiing  com- 
try  in  ihe  world  tbf^  had  borrowed  nMuef 
abroad  and  that  had  not  afterwards  gone 
into  bankruptcy  and  refused  to  pay.  Bra 
Italy  had  taxed  its  eoupons^  whidi  w 
a  gross  breach  of  faith  with  the  crediton. 
Why  had  not  Italy  been  forced  to  p*T 
to  the  uttermost  farthing?  The  ress» 
why  the  doctrine  had  been  applied  in 
the  case  of  ^ypt  was  because  her  peqde 
were  helpless.  If  Egypt  had  been  alloved 
to  go  on  her  own  way,  the  fellaheen 
have  been  subjected  to  some  injnstitt. 
but  they  would  not  have  been  as  heanh 
taxed  as  they  were  to-day.  Sir  Edgir 
Vincent,  in  Ms  book  on  the  Finances  A 
the  Ottoman  Empire,  pointed  out  thai 
since  the  E^ngtish  hod  tfdcen  poesesuoo 
of  Egypt  the  yield  of  the  taxation  of 
tobacco  had  increased  sevenfold.  Thtf 
showed  how  the  policy  of  the  Britidi  sd- 
ministration  of  ^ypt  had  been  to  son 
the  last  farthing  out  of  the  people 
the  benfit  of  the  Ixmdholders.  In  fsct, 
the  policy  which  was  beii^  pursued  k 
the  case  of  Egypt  was  the  same  as  tkK 
which  had  been  pursued  in  Ireland  H 
so  many  years.  They  had  beoi  tolddiu 
there  was  to  be  no  further  expenditnn 
on  the  Egyptian  expedition  this  year 
But  was  the  financial  year  meant'or  tbf 
calendar  year?  They  were  not  tcSd  bo* 
far  the  Government  intended  to  go.  1^ 
haps  to  the  Mountains  of  the  Uok 
What  th^  did  know  was  that  forrba 
sums  would  be  demanded  time  aftertiiu 
for  these  expeditions  whidi  did  not  sen« 
the  interests  of  the  mass  of  the  peopk 
either  of  Ireland  or  Great  Britain.  IV 
were  told  that  these  expeditions  mnU 
destroy  the  tyranny  of  the  Ehali&t«: 
but,  bad  as  the  Klialif  might  be,  W 
doubted  whether  he  was  much  won*  ihai 
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some  of  the  other  Mussulman  potentates 
who  had  been  backed  hy  British  power — 
for  instance,  the  Sultan  of  Morocco. 
The  cruelties  of  the  Ehalif  might 
go  on  for  a  loi^  time  if  it  were  not 
that  the  Crovemment  thought  Uie  terri- 
toiy  oould  be  obtained  without  much 
trouble  and  without  any  European  Power 
interfering.  He  should  protest  against 
this  proposal  at  every  8t«ge  and  at  every 
opportunity  allowed  to  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers. They  might  try  whether  worry 
might  not  bit  by  bit  force  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  the  definite  grievances 
of  the  Irish  people.  He  believed  greatly 
in  the  power  of  wony,  and  he  believed 
that  France  and  Russia  had  done  an  ex- 


cellent bit  of  work  in  protesting  as  th^ 
had  done.  Though  their  protests  might 
not  have  kept  back  this  expedition,  still 
in  the  end  those  protests  would  tell,  be- 
cause Uiey  had  prevented  the  Govern- 
ment from  re^iularising  their  position  as 
they  might  have  done.  Hie  Irish  Mem- 
bers, therefore,  would  "worry,  worry, 
worry,"  until  they  forced  the  GoTemment 
to  pay  attention  to  Ireland's  definite 
grievances,  and  as  tin  instalment  of  that 
"  worry  "  he  moved  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  £72,500. 

The  Committee  divided :  — Ayes,   29 ; 
Noes,  139. — ^iTision  List,  No.  18 — 
pended.) 


AUen,WiD.(Newc.>uiider-Lyme} 
Bayl^,  numuiB  (Derbyshire) 
Bnn,  John 

Caldwell,  James 
Channinfi;,  FranciR  Alliton 
Clouph,  Walter  Owen 
Colville,  John 

Cnrren,  Thomas  B.  (Donegsl)  I 
DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles  ' 
Forquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
CKlhooly,  James 


AUhiiseR^Anguatiu  Henry  Eden 
AtkiiuoD,  fit.  H(m.  John 
Bsiley,  James  (Walworth) 
BaiUie,  James  £.  B.  (Invemefis) 
Balcarrea,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
BaUour,Rt.  Hon.A.  J.  (MAnch'r) 
Balfour,  Gerald  William(LeedB) 
Banbury,  Frederick  Oeoi^ 
Bany,  A.  H.  Smith-  (Himts) 
Bsrttoy,  George  C.  T. 
Bathant,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hon.  Sir  M.  H.  (Brstl.) 
Betiiell,  Commander 
Bhownaggiee,  M.  M. 
Bigham,  John  Charles 
Btundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Biodiick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
&«ok6eld,  A.  Montagu 
BuekniU,  Thomas  Townsend 
Batcher,  John  George 
Cftvendiah,  R.  F.  (N.  Lonca.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 
Cholonar,  Captain  fi.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain  J  Aasten(Worc'r.} 
C^plin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clare,  Octarins  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Ptymonth) 
CoUingB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  Ready 
Colston,  Chos.  Edw.  H.  Atfaolo 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds) 
Cook,  EVed.  Lncas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cianbonie,  Viscount 


AYES. 

Goorley,  Sir  Edward  Temperley 

Heddttnrick,  Thomas  Charles  H. 

Hogan,  James  Franris 

rAW8on,Rir  Wilfrid  (Cumb'Iand) 

Maraleese,  Daniel 

McKenna,  Reginald 

McLeod,  John 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

Pinkerton,  John 

Provand,  Andrew  Dryhnrgh 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eiflon) 

NOES. 

Cross,  Alesand^  (Glasgow) 
Cu«ion,Rt.Hn.G.  N.(Lnc.,S.W.) 
Curzon,  Viscount  (Bucks.) 
Dane,  Richard  M. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Aktvs- 
Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  H<»i.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  B.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fetf:usson,Rt.Hn.  Sir  J.(MDc'r.) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch-Hatton,  Hon.  Harold  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery,  Fortescue 
Forstor,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (lAnosstar) 
Fry,  Lewes 

Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
GodHon,  Augustus  Frederick 
(k>ldsworthy,  Itajor-General 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Oorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goechen,Rt.Ha.G .  J.(8t.G'i:g'8.} 
Goschen,  George  J.  tSussex) 
Graham,  Heniy  Rorart 
Green,  WalfordD.  (Wednesb'y) 
Gretttm,  John 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbnry,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Havetock-Allan,  General  Sir  H. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Aagr<istnB 
Hm,Rt.Hn.Lord  Arthur  (Down) 


Samuel,  J.  (8tockton*on-Tees) 
Smith,  Samuel  (flint) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmenth) 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 

Trllbos  Fon  TRB  AvBS,  Mr. 
Knox  and  BIr.  JsmeeO'Connor. 


Hoare,Edw.BTodie  (Hompstead) 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  Rudgh 
Hopkinson,  Alfred 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.). 
Johnston,  WilUam  (Belfast) 
Kenny,  William 
Kenrick,  William 
Knovlea,  Lees 
Laarie,  Lieut-General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry) 
LleweIyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw'nsea} 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.Charle8  W.(ETe8ham} 
Ung,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (L*pool.) 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Locas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
McCaImont,MBj.-Gn.(Ant'ni.N) 

McKillop,  James 

Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 

Melville,  Bereaford  Valentine 

Meysey-Thompaon,  Sir  H.  M. 

Monckton,  Edward  Philip 

Monk,  Charles  James 

Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 

More,  Robert  Jasper 

Marray,Rt.Hn.A.Graham(Bute) 

Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventor)-) 

Nicol,  Donald  Kinian 

Oldroyd,  Mark 

Fenn,  John 

inaUpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
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Fierpoint,  Robert 
FbtUHigginA,  Frederick 
Pryee-Jonea,  Edward 
Pnrris,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Gm- 
RenahAw,  Charlee  Bine 
Richardson,  Thomas 
RidleT,Rt.Hon.  Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hon.  Chaa.Thoin8on 
RuHdl,  T.  W.  n>rone) 
fimnel,  Harry  S.  (Limdioase) 
HlMIp^  William  £dwud  T. 
Himeon,  Sir  BMrington 


{COMUONS} 

Sinclair,  honu  (Romford) ' 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  liotd.  (Lance.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jaa.  (Somerset) 
Stewart,  Sir  Hark  J.  H<Taim»rt 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Wankljm,  James  Leslie 
Wwkworth,  Lord 
Wan,  Ancostiu  FMarick 
WebBter,  R.  G.  (St  Fuieras) 
Web8ter,KirR£.(Iste  of  Wight) 
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Welby,  Lieut-CoL  A.  C.  E. 
Wharton,  John  Uoyd 
Whittaker,  llMniaa  ^Imcr 
WiIliamB,JosephPoweU-(Birm.} 
Wolff,  Gnstar  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Geoi^ 
Wyndham>Quin,  Umjor  W.  H. 
Yerbo^h,  Robert  Armstnng 

Tellbu  ran  nut  Nobs,  Sir 
William  Walnmd  and  Mr. 
Anstrnther. 


On  the  return  of  the  Chairuan  of 
Wats  and  Mbanb,  after  the  usual  interval, 

*Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  resumed  the  Debate  on  the  main 
question.  He  said  there  could  he  no 
doubt  of  the  Btren^h  of  the  controversial 
case  t^inst  the  policy  and  pipposala  of 
the  GovemmtMt  in  regard  to  the  Soudan  ; 
and  that  some  of  the  laii^age  used  in 
presenting  those  proposals  migixt  be  open 
to  exception.  In  the  first  place  they  were 
confronted  with  the  problem  of  "  Who  is 
to  pay  ? "  and  with  the  unsatisfactory 
restdts  of  the  attempts  which  had  been 
made  to  solve  it.  Then  there  was  the 
query  whether  the  nonpola  expedition 
was  just  what  was  needed,  when  it  took 
place,  to  soothe  the  lively  suspicions  of 
the  Kuropeau  Powen  ref^u^ing  the 
motives  underlying  our  action  in  trying 
to  save  the  Armenians.  There  were  also 
the  qucfitionH  whether  the  security  of  the 
province  which  had  been  recovered  for 
E^pt  could  be  set  against  the  massacres 
which  had  taken  place  under  the  Sultan, 
and  whether  anything  was  better  calcu- 
lated than  the  Dongola  expedition  to  re- 
duce our  position  of  "  splendid  isolation  " 
to  one  of  sheer  impotency  at  Constanti- 
nople. There  was  further  the  unfortu- 
nate impression  that  had  been  made  by 
the  number,  the  variety,  and  the  general 
futility  of  the  reasons  offered  in  favour  of 
the  expedition.  There  was  also  the  feel- 
ing amongst  those  who  particularly 
desired  the  evacuation  of  Egypt,  that  the 
road  to  that  goal  hardly  lay  through 
Dongola.  He  was  not  sure  that  that  view 
was  entirely  correct ;  but  the  feeling 
existed  on  both  aides  of  the  House  and 
everywhere  abroad  that  the  occupation 
of  Dongola  was  &  step  rather  against  the 
evacuation  of  Egypt  than  in  that  direo* 
tion.  It  was  not  surprising,  therefore, 
that  there  was  a  strong  opposition  to  the 
Vote.    But  there  were  strong  elementary 


facts  connected  with  the  present  situation 
which  underlay  all  else.  They  had  to 
regard  accomplished  facts  which  relate  to 
the  future  of  E^ypt  and  to  the  policy  of 
the  Government  as  the  acting  trustee  for 
Egypt.  The  expedition,  however  ill- 
timed,  was  a  success.  Doi^la  wa«  occu- 
pied. The  weakness  of  the  Rhali&  was 
exposed.  So  long  as  the  Khalifo  was  all- 
powerful,  or  was  supposed  to  be,  he  was 
able  to  hold  the  Nile  against  all  comers. 
He  stopped  the  development  of  Eggrpt ; 
but  he  was  the  foe  to  all  advances  upon 
the  Nile  valley.  The  expedition  to  Don- 
gola had  changed  all  that.  In  his  view 
the  pivot  of  the  whole  question  of  the 
moveniMit  into  the  Soudan  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  Khalifa's  power.  Once  that 
power  was  broken  up,  whether  from  in- 
ternal causes,  or  external  causes,  the  re- 
occupation  of  the  Nile  valley  becojnc  easy 
and  opportune.  The  break-up  of  the 
Khalifa's  power  meant  anarchy  in  the 
regions  over  which  he  had  exercised  his 
despotism,  and  a  condition  of  weakneaa 
upon  the  E^ptian  frontier  that  would 
oblige  us  to  interfere.  But  it  involved 
more  than  that.  It  created  a  standing 
temptation  to  oth»  Powers,  whether 
advancing  from  the  West,  or  through 
Abyssinia,  to  establish  claims  in  the 
Nile  valley.  Therefore,  tf  we  did  not 
allow  Egypt  to  go  forward  we  would  leave 
interests  on  the  Upper  Nile  open  to  others. 
Indeed,  by  standing  deliberately  aloof 
now  we  would  almost  invite  othar  Powers 
to  go  in,  to  the  prejudice  of  Egypt,  for 
whom  we  were  trustee,  as  well  as  to  our 
own  prejudice,  and  while  our  interest  in 
the  matter  was  important  that  of  Egypt 
was  vital  Having  occupied  Uganda, 
our  influence  should  extend  until  it  met 
the  influCTice  of  Egypt.  He  believed  that 
this  policy  would  rather  remove  obstades 
to  our  evacuation  of  %ypt  than  tend  to 
unnecessarily  prolong  our  occupotjon,  for 
one  of  the  great  objections  to  quitting-  the 
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countiy  was  the  want  of  a  settled  Rentier 
for  E^pt  towards  the  south.  The  break- 
up of  the  jx>wer  of  the  Khalifa  was  there- 
fore the  b^innitig  and  end  of  his  belief 
that  the  forward  policy  had  become  the 
right  policy.  It  was  right  first  because, 
whether  thejr  liked  it  or  not,  it  was  prac- 
tical and  opportune ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause it  was  necessary  to  prevent  new 
dangers  and  derdopments  which  were 
dormant  so  long  as  the  Khalifa's  power 
was  not  known  to  bo  so  broken  as  to  invite 
attack  on  the  part  of  other  Powers.  It 
might,  of  course,  be  said  that  while  acting 
professedly  in  the  interests  of  E^pt  we 
were  doing  it  with  our  own  money.  But 
so  far  as  that  was  concerned  £^pt  left 
alone  could  do  it  without  us,  if  the  Powers 
did  not  hold  her  purse-strings,  and  if  they 
drew  those  strings  absunlly  tight — as 
th^  had  often  done  for  political  reasons 
to  suit  themselves — he  did  not  see  why 
we  should  not  eAse  the  tension  for  rea- 
sons which  suited  us.  It  suited  us  to 
take  that  course  now,  for  being  on  the 
Upper  Nile  we  wanted  the  valley  opened, 
and  we  preferred  that  it  should  be  occu- 
pied by  a  Power  that  would  at  least  be 
neutral.  Our  obligations  to  Egypt  and 
to  ourselves  in  this  matter  coincided, 
nput  from  the  question  of  our  actual 
occupation  of  Egypt  at  the  present  ni(>- 
luent.  Therefore,  however  ra.ich  the 
tiovernment  might  be  blamed,  and  as  ho 
thought  rightly  blamed,  for  the  time  and 
tlio  manner  in  which  this  expedition  was 
conceived  and  carried  out,  he  was  unable 
to  vote  against  the  granting  of  the  sum 
of  money  which  was  asked  for. 

*Mb.  SHAitPE  (Kensington,  N.)  said 
the  Soudan  expedition,  so  ff^  as  it  had 
gone,  was  not  tdone  absolutely  necessary, 
but  its  extension  further  up  the  river 
Kile  was  most  essential  if  this  country 
deured  to  retain  the  place  it  occupied 
amoi^  the  nations  of  the  worid.  Eng- 
land was  not  mcorely  a  European 
Power ;  it  was  a  great  Asiatic  Power 
also ;  and  E^pt  being  a  country 
with  a  double  face — one  towards  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  other  towards  the 
Red  Sea — it  was  absolutely  necesaaiy  if 
we  wished  to  retain  India,  and  to  continue 
to  be  the  predominftr>t  Power  in  Asia, 
that  we  should  see  thf.t  I^ypt  retained 
its  security,  and  became  a  civilised, 
powerful,  and  well-governed  country. 
As  regarded  our  power  to  hold  Egypt 
from  India,  he  would  remind  them  tiiat 
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about  100  years  ago  its  feasibility  was 
proved  triumphantly  and  successfully  by 
the  great  Lord  Wellesley.  At  the  very 
time  when  England  was  engaged  in  a 
death  straggle  with  France  he  sent  a  few 
thousand  troops  from  India,  landed  them 
at  Kosseir  on  the  Red  Sw,  sent  them 
100  miles  across  country  to  the  Nile, 
and  got  them  down  by  river  to  Lower 
E^ypt,  with  the  result  that  the  great 
Napoleon  was  obligeJ  to  evacuate  E^pt, 
as  his  troops  were  caught  in  a  trap. 
That  was  a  power  that  we  still  bad — and 
still  more  in  this  age  of  steam.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  He  tendered  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  his  warmest  thanks  for 
the  patriotic  and  bold  spirit  with  whicb 
he  had  asserted  the  position  that  Eng- 
land ought  to  occupy  in  this  matter.  It 
was  a  great  and  serious  trust  that  had 
devolved  upon  this  nation,  and  it  had' 
devolved  upon  them  by  the  deliberate 
action  of  France,  when  invited  to  join, 
in  refusing  the  invitation.  This  country 
Iiad  proved  how  successfully  it  could  make 
Egj'pt  happy,  flourishing,  and  powerful. 
The  average  Englishman  might  not  know 
all  the  reasons  for  these  matters  of  high 
policy ;  but  he  believed,  nevertheless, 
that  any  assembly  of  operatives  or 
artisans,  or  of  men  of  any  class  in  the 
country  would  say,  if  the  facts  were  laid 
fairly  and  fully  before  them,  that  they 
ought  not  to  abandon  the  position  they 
had  occupied  in  Egypt. 

*Ma.  W.  A.  McARTHUH  (ComwaU,  St. 
Austell)  said  he  wished  to  give  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  give  his  vote  in 
favour  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  He. 
did  not  propose  to  enter  into  the  earlier 
question  raiseJ  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Montrose.  He  felt,  as  he  supposed 
all  of  them  on  that  side  of  the  House  felt, 
that  to  a  considerable  extent  very  grave 
mistakes  had  been  made  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  conduct  of  this  mat- 
ter. Of  course,  he  spoke  without  know- 
ledge as  to  any  possible  Europefm  com- 
plications that  might  have  ensued  it  the 
Government  had  taken  the  course  that 
he  would  have  desired,  but  he  thought  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  Government 
had  felt  themselves  able  boldly  and 
plainly  last  year  to  tell  the  House  of  Com- 
mons what  they  intended  to  do.  ft  was  a 
course,  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of 
individual  Members  of  that  House,  that 
he  felt  pafectly  certain  would  have  gained 
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them  credit  in  the  oountrfr  and  would 
have  made  them  more  popular  in  the 
country  even  amongst  the  Members  of  the 
Idberal  Party.  He  thought  it  wai  a  pitj 
tJiat  the  GoTonment  last  year  did  not  feel 
justified  in  saying  that  they  thought  the 
time  had  come  to  undertwe  what  ma 
practically  the  rcconquest  of  the  Soudan 
end  the  establiahmeDt  of  E^ptian  or 
Enf^Iish  influence  up  to  Khartoum 
—for  his  own  part,  he  should  not 
be  at  all  afraid  to  say  bqrond  Khar- 
toum. The  expedition  to  Dongola  had 
been  a  brilliant  success ;  there  was  no 
question  that  we  had  not  only  conquered 
a  former  enemy  of  t^is  country,  but  that 
we  had  delivered  a  vast  population  who 
regarded  us  as  thdr  saviour,  ^m  a 
grossly  tyrannical  and  unjust  nde. 
[Minifterial  cheer$.] 

Mr.  MICHAEL  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) : 
When  were  the  Soudanese  the  enemy  of 
this  country  t 

•Mb.  McARTHUR  said  that  whether 
the  Soudanese  were  the  enemies  of  this 
country  or  not  they  had  been  under  the 
dominion  of  the  most  tyrannical  and 
crud  Power  in  this  world.  Any  one  who 
had  read  the  extraordinary  book  writtoi 
by  Slatin  Pasha,  and  who  yet  sud  that 
the  Soudanese  were  not  a  nation  who 
ought  to  have  been  delivered  from  such 
gross  tyranny,  was  not  a  politician  imbued 
with  the  ideas  that  dominated  the  old 
Liberal  Party.  [Ministerial  eheert.] 
Whatever  in  his  view  might  be  the  mis- 
takes which  the  Government  had  made  in 
the  conduct  of  this  matter — and  he 
thought  that  grave  mistakes  had  been 
made — he  was  compelled  his  con- 
science, and  by  t^e  declarations  which  he 
had  made  not  only  m  that  House,  but  to 
his  own  constituents,  to  give  his  vote  in 
favour  of  a  forward  rather  than  a  retro- 
grade policy,  [ifinisterial  cAwr*.]  He 
had  always  claimed  and  been  allowed  to 
take  a  perfectly  free  hanu  in  regard  to 
foreign  or  colonial  affairs,  and  he  never 
would  admit,  whether  he  was  a  Member 
of  a  Government  or  of  an  Opposition,  that 
either  foreign  or  colonial  affairs  were  mat- 
ters to  be  tx«ught  within  the  purview  of 
Party  politics  in  that  House.  [Minitterial 
eheers.\  He  had  said  on  a  former  occasion 
that  he  was  prepared  to  support  any 
definite  policy  proposed  by  a  re- 
sponsible Government  in  regard  to 
^;ypt,  but  what  would  become  of 
the   vast   population    we   had  taken 
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undor  our  protection  if  we  left  Kgyptt 
It  was  quite  impossiUe  for  us  to  leave 
Egypt,  even  if  we  wished  to  do  so,  with- 
out leaving  the  country  as  we  found  it, 
without  restoring  to  Eg^t  those  jHrovincei 
which  were  hers  when  we  first  intervened 
in  the  affairs  of  the  country.    He  did  not 
say  that  was  a  policy  which  would  par 
England  in  a  monetary  sense,  but  it  was 
'  a  policy  which  made  for  righteousness — 
'  [Ministerial  cheers] — for  eiviliaation,  for 
peace  in  those  disturbed  districts  of  the 
world,  for  liberty  for  an  enslaved  and 
oppressed  people.    [Churs.]    He  did  not 
^^ree  with  those  who  thought  that 
England  had  enough  territoiy  to  take 
care  of,  that  England  was  not  capable  of 
taking  charge  of  more  native  raees  than 
she  had  charge  of  at  present ;  and,  hold- 
ing the  views  he  did,  he  felt  it  would  be 
unworthy  in  him  if  he  refrained  from 
voting  for  the  proposition  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  now  made.  [Cheers.} 
AoumAL  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne) 
said  he  would  not  have  intervened  in  the 
Debate  but  for  the  unfortun^  8pee<^  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfo.st.  His 
hon.  Friend  alluded  to  him  and  other 
naval  men.   If  naval  men  could  have 
heard  that  speech,  not  a  single  one  of 
them  would  have  approved  of  it,  for  a 
more    chickw-hearted    and  miseraUe 
speech  it  was  impossible  to  conceive.  He 
waa  amazed  that  such  weak  sentimwts 
should  come  from  a  generally  strong 
man,  and  he  entered  his  emphatic  pro- 
test t^inst  such  views  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  expressed  being  uttered  by  a 
supporter,  or  a  pretended  supporter,  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.     He  was 
equally  anuoed  at  the  speech  of  the  ri^t 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  Uxe  the  Fwest 
of  Dean,  whom  he  had  alwi^  regarded 
as  a  strong  Imperialist.     He  expected 
anything  from  the  hon.  MembW  for 
Northampton,  but  he  was  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  should  uttw 
the  sentiments  he  had  given  expression 
to.    Two  admirable  speeches  had,  how- 
ever, been  delivered  from  the  Opposition 
benches,  and  they  could  well  be  put  as 
a  setrofE  to  the  miserable  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wetb  BeUasL  The 
Government  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
their  supporters.     There  had  been  no 
halting  or  hesitation  as  r^arded  Egypt, 
whatever  might  have  happened  in  reflect 
to  their  educational  policy.    The  Mem- 
bers who  sat  around  him  were  prepared 
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to  support  as  one  man  the  forward  policy 
in  Eg^^  The  situation  had  greatly 
altered  since  some  naval  men  did  express 
rather  strong  views  in  re^ird  to  the 
Suez  CanaL  He  remembered  Lord 
Charles  Beresford  saying  that  the  Suez 
Canal  would  be  no  use  to  us  in  case  of 
war,  and  that  it  might  be  our  duty  to 
block  it.  Those^  however,  were  now 
ancient  opinions.  If  we  wanted  to 
evacuate  E^pt  we  could  not  do  so  with 
honour.  We  had  a  duty  to  perform 
before  the  world.  We  were  in  Egypt 
by  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  there 
we  would  have  to  remain  for  some  indeti- 
nite  period,  wheUier  we  liked  it  or  not. 
Whether  it  involved  a  million  now  or 
to-morrow,  we  could  not  acquit  ourselves 
of  our  responsibilitieB.  Allusion  had 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  to  an  international  agreement. 
We  had  held  joint  Government  and  joint 
control,  but  that  did  not  answer.  If 
joint  control  by  two  Powers  did  not 
answer,  was  it  likely  that  joint  control  by 
four  or  five  Powers  would  answer  1 
Naval  men  unanimously  regretted  the 
necessity  cast  on  the  Conservative  Go- 
vernment in  1886,  to  agree  to  the  policy 
of  neutralising  the  Suez  Canal.  It  was 
the  Government  which  hon.  Members  op- 
posite supported  which  landed  us  in 
that  unfortunate  policy.  In  1885  the 
Ooiiserratives  came  into  office  but 
not  into  power.  The  French  Am- 
bassador called  upon  Lord  Salisbury's 
Government  to  take  action  under 
the  Note  sent  to  the  Powers  by 
Lord  Granville,  and  Lord  Salisbury  very 
p ropery  replied  that  there  would  be  a 
Generid  ESectton  in  the  autimin,  and  he 
was  not  sure  he  would  come  back  with 
a  majority.  After  the  election  the  Con-  | 
servatives  were  quickly  turned  out,  and 
in  came  the  Government  led  by  Mr.  Glad- 
stone. The  French  Ambassador  ap- 
proached Mr.  Gladstone,  asking  him  to 
ratify  the  action  of  Lord  Granville.  Mr. 
Gladstone  said  "  No,  I  am  about  to  bring 
in  a  Home  Rule  Bill,  and  whatever  hap- 
pens to  that  Bill,  there  must  be  a  Disso- 
lution upon  it,"  and,  Crod  be  praised,  the 
Bill  was  defeated.  There  was  a  Dissolu- 
tion, and  the  French  Ambassador  was 
put  off  on  that  score  very  properly. 
Lord  Salisbury  came  into  power  with  a 
large  majority,  and  then  the  French  Am- 
bassador returned  to  the  charge.  Nothing 
amazed  and  delighted  him  more  than  to 


see  the  sagacity  which  their  distinguished 
Leader  manifested  on  that  occasion. 
Lord  Salisbury  would  not,  having  regard 
to  the  safety  of  our  ^uIUul  possessions, 
agree  to  any  policy  of  neutrality  unless 
provision  was  made  for  the  passing  of 
troops  through  "Efrypt  in  case  of  the  canal 
being  blocked.  The  French  Ambassador 
disapproved  of  that  proposal,  but 
ultimately  agreed  to  not  more  than  1,000 
troops  passing  through  Egypt  in  one  day, 
and  to  arms  being  packed  in  arm  chests. 
Where  would  we  be  if  we  evacuated 
^ypt?  How  would  we  pass  our  troops 
through  Egypt  if  the  canal  were  blocked? 
Being  in  Egypt  were  we  not  in  a  better 
position  to  guard  the  neutrality  of  tiie 
canal  than  we  should  be  if  Egypt  were  in 
the  hands  of  another  Power.  The  Govern- 
ment had  a  moral  obligation  in  this  mat* 
ter  from  which  they  could  not  depart,  and 
hon.  Members  ought  to  be  like  a  band  of 
brothers,  hand  in  hand  in  support  of  the 
Government.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Cornwall  (Mr.  Courtney) 
in  his  charming  speech  made  allusion 
to  the  good  effect  of  our  rule  in  Egypt. 
The  details  were  worthy  of  attention.  We 
have  abolished  forced  labour,  we  have 
abolished  the  courhoshf  we  have  re- 
oi^nised  the  finances,  and  we  have 
largely  extended  the  irrigating  waters  of 
the  Nile.  So  that  now,  districts  which 
were  once  barren  were  facile.  The  occu- 
pation of  Dongola  was,  in  itself,  an  argu- 
ment against  the  policy  of  withdrawal. 
One  hon.  Member  had  said  he  thought 
the  policy  of  the  GovMnment  was  ill- 
timed,  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
success  of  the  expedition  was  a  pretty 
strong  proof  that  it  was  well-timed. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  But  he  thoroughly 
I  agreed  with  that  hon.  Member  when  he 
said  that,  having  gone  to  Dongola,  the 
operations  should  go  further,  should  go 
on  to  Khartoum,  and  even  further  than 
that.  [iTonieal  Opposition  rA«r«,]  For 
his  own  paii;,  he  did  not  care  how  far 
the  Government  went ;  the  further  they 
went  on  to  the  reconquest  of  the  Soudan 
the  better  he  should  be  pleased.  He 
had  always  supported  the  forward  policy 
of  England  in  Egypt,  and  he  hoped  ihaX 
policy  would  be  continued.  For  those 
reasons  he  should  heartily  vote  for  the 
grant.    ["  Hear,  hear  1  "1 

Mb.  JOHN  DHXON  (Mayo,  E.)  said 
that  for  upwards  of  10  years  he  had  con- 
sistently supported  in  that  House  the 
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policy^  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Montrose  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  on  this  question.  Ever 
since  the  first  occupation  of  Egypt  he 
had  taken  eveiy  opportunity  of  protestr 
ing  against  that  oooupation.  The  hon. 
MemlKr  for  St.  Austell  had  said  that  tha 
English  people  were  able  to  take  care  of 
and  to  civilise  more  native  races  than 
we  now  had  sway  over.  In  his  judgment 
the  experience  they  had  had  recently  of 
certain  parts  of  South  Africa — Matabele- 
land,  for  instance — ^were  not  calculated 
to  encourage  humane  men  in  the  desire 
that  we  should  cany  on  the  woi^  of 
ciTilisation  farther ;  and  iot  his  own  part, 
he  agreed  with  thA  statement  made 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  that  the  general  results  of  Euro- 
pean interference  in  the  interior  of  Africa 
had  been  enormously  to  increase  suffer- 
ing and  loss  of  life  among  the  native 
population.  Civilisation  in  Africa,  as 
understood  by  European  interference, 
meant  the  establishment  of  Ekiropean 
vices — the  introduction  of  drink  and 
murderous  weapons  ;  and  travellers  had 
stated  that  the  track  of  European  civilisa- 
tion was  marked  by  the  skeletons'  of 
hundreds  of  diousuute  of  the  inhabitants 
who  had  been  cruelly  slain.  He  objected 
to  this  Vote,  in  the  first  place,,  because 
it  was  in  reality  a  grant  to  Egypt,  and 
in  the  shape  of  a  mortgage  on  the 
country,  which  would  l>o  used  by  England 
as  an  excuse  and  a  justification  for  in- 
definitely postponing  her  occupation. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
said  that  the  money  was  to  be  advanced 
to  Egypt  as  a  loan,  Uioi^h  it  was  called 
in  the  Estimates  a  grant  in  aid ;  bat  no 
attempt  was  made  the  Government 
to  explain  how  the  money  was  ever  to  be 
repaid.  No  answer  had  been  made  to 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Bodmin  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  that,  in  view  of  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  Egypt,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Egyptian  Government  to 
repay  the  loan  for  at  least  a  great  num- 
het  of  years.  Part  of  this  loan  was  to 
be  expended  in  connection  with  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway,  and  until  someone 
came  ^ong  and  paid  England  for  it,,  it 
would  be  used  as  an  ample  ailment  by 
England  for  retaining  possession  of  it. 
In  face  of  this,  was  it  any  matter  for 
surprise  that  Russia  and  France  should 
have  protested  against  this  loan!  The 
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Government  seemed  to  have  given  the 
go-by  to  this  important  fact.  England 
stood  pieced  in  the  lace  of  the  wIhAc 
of  Europe  to  evacui^  ^tSTP^  " 
her  work  was  done  there.  [MinitUrial 
crie$  of  "Hear,  hear  1"]  Tee ;  but  would 
any  reaponstUe  Minister  rise  in  his  place 
and  say  that  that  work  included  tjie  re- 
conquest  of  the  Soudan,  and  all  the 
serious  consequences  which  undoubtedly 
would  result  from  it  1  ["  Hear,  hear !  "J 
Europe  could  int^^ret  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter  in  no  other 
sense  than  as  a  declaration  that  England 
held  Egypt,  and  meant  to  hohl  it.  What 
he  said  last  yeu*  he  would  now  repeat, 
that  he  b^eved  the  Dot^jola  campaign,  or 
any  other  campaign  for  the  reconqueat 
of  Egypt,  was  a  matter  of  trifling  impor- 
tance as  compared  with  the  opinion  of 
Russia  and  France  on  our  proceedings. 
He  never  doubted  that  the  expedition  to 
Dongola,  with  the  superior  weapons,  dis- 
cipline, and  command  of  the  Egyptian 
troops,  would  be  successful ;  and  brave 
as  the  Dervishes  undoubtedly  were,  then 
could  be  no  doubt  that  any  further  ex- 
pedition forward  towards  Khartoum 
would  be  equally  successful ;  but  he  hdd 
that  the  troubles  of  this  country,  and  of 
Egjrpt,  would  be^n  in  real  earnest  when 
Khartoum  was  reached.  Our  embar- 
rassments with  Russia  and  France  would 
then  greatly  increase.  He  therefore 
further  strongly  objected  to  the  Vote  for 
the  reason  that  he  believed  it  would  be 
calculated  to  have  long,  fbr-reaching,  and 
dangerous  consequences  to  the  rdations 
of  this  country  with  France.  He  ob- 
jected also  to  the  form  of  the  Vote.  Last 
year  they  had  a  distinct  pledge  firom  Uw 
Government,  when  they  were  defending 
their  action  in  the  beginning  of  the  Don- 
gola campaign,  that  no  IB^^sh  money 
beyond  the  mere  expense  of  the  officers 
would  be  asked  for.  But  now,  after  tlie 
expedition  had  been  brought  to  a  ter- 
mination, they  Were  asked  to  vote  the 
sum  of  £798,000  to  be  applied  to  Egypt. 
Yet  we  had  no  account  furnished — no 
details  given  to  us  such  as  were 
afforded  in  the  ordinary  Estimates  of  the 
year.  Th^  had  no  means,  tJierefbre,  of 
checking  this  acooont.  He  should  like 
to  know  who  certified  itf  The  OuuU)^ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  in  Iningtng  in  the 
Vote  did  not  even  deign  to  give  the  Com- 
mittee any  details  as  to  how  the  money 
was  to  be  spent.    Was  the  account  to 
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be  checked  in  the  Egyptian  Treasury,  or 
by  the  Comptroller  General  and  the 
Financial  Department,  who  looked  over 
the  Estimates  and  certified  the  expendi- 
tm-e  by  the  House  of  Commons.  They 
were  entitled,  before  they  were  asked  to 
Tote  this  money,  to  know  whether  a  new 
system  was  to  be  started  in  the  House 
of  Commons  of  voting  large  sums  of 
money  to  the  Eg3rptian  GoTerument,  the 
expenditure  of  which  was  to  be  checked 
ai^  accounted  for,  not  by  the  Audit 
Office  of  this  country  but  by  some  insti- 
tution in  S^pt.  They  had  no  means  of 
knowing  whether  a  portion  of  the  money 
might  not  be  disposed  of  for  some  pui^ 
pose  different  to  that  for  which  that 
House  voted  it. 

rTHB  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER :  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, if  it  is  any  comfort  to  him,  that  I 
went  through  the  whole  details  of  this 
expenditure  with  Mr.  Dawkins,  of  the 
E^ptian  Finance  Department.  He  ac- 
counted to  me  for  the  whole  of  the 
details,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied. 
\Ckeers.'] 

•Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  But  will  the 
accounts  be  laid  on  the  Table? 

*Thb  chancellor  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER :  I  have  no  objection  to  lay 
the  accounts  on  the  Table.  [Cheers.] 

Mb.  DILLON  said  that  was  a  very 
important  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemiui.  There  was 
another  matter  on  which  he  would  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two.  They  were  told 
last  year,  and  they  had  been  told  again 
this  year,  that  the  British  Government 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  expedition 
practically  speaking — that  it  was  an 
I^ryptian  expedition  and  that  it  would  be 
undertaken  by  the  Egyptian  Government. 
He  thot^ht  that  it  was  positively  absurd, 
it  was  a  perfect  mockery,  for  a  responsible 
Minister  to  stand  up  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  talk  about  the  Egjrptian 
Government  doii^  this  and  agreeing  to 
that,  when  they  knew  perfectly  veil  that 
the  Egyptian  Government  sat  on  the 
Front  Treasury  Bench^  and  that  the 
Khedive  was  a  mere  puppet  in  the  hands 
uf  British  Ministers,  and  was  not  allowed 
to  do  anything  except  as  Lord  Cromer 
ordered  him.  They  hod  heard,  throi^h 
this  Debate,  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
the  horrible  and  diabolical  tyranny  of 
the  Khalifa,  and  the  desire  of  the  English 


GoTemment  to  put  an  end  to  it  and  to 
set  free  the  subject  populations  of  the 
Soudan,  who  were  represented  to  them 
as  groaning  under  this  tyranny.  But  he 
had  never  heard  any  proof  brought  for- 
ward as  to  the  character  of  this  dia- 
bolical tyranny,  except  the  book  of  Slatin 
Pasha.  It  was  a  most  interesting  book, 
but  he  must  confess  that  he  should  not 
be  disposed  to  receive  all  his  statements 
as  gospel  truth  without  some  corroborop 
tive  evidence.  He  really  thought  it  was 
an  outra^ous  thing  to  justify  this  expe- 
dition of  the  testimony  of  Slatin  Pasha's 
book,  which  was  quoted  in  that  House  as 
proof  positive  and  sufficient  of  the 
tyranny  of  the  Khalifa.  Personally, 
he  had  his  grave  doubts  about 
this  "  frightful  .  tyranny."  He  was 
certain  of  one  thing  —  that  the 
tyranny  of  the  Khalifa  was  Christian 
civilised  government  compared  with  the 
conduct  of  their  ally  the  Sultan  of  Turkey. 
He  deHed  anyone  in  that  House  to  prove 
that  the  Khalifa,  who  was  denounced  as 
a  most  infamous  tyrant,  had  ever  been 
guilty  of  the  cruekj  of  which  the  Sultan 
of  Turkey  had  been  guilty  in  the  last 
two  years.  It  was  all  humbug — it  was 
to  quote  the  now  classical  words  of  Mr. 
Cecil  Rhodes,  a  sample  of  "  unctuous 
rectitude."  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  wroth  because  his  speech 
was  described  as  an  exasperating  and 
defiant  one.  He  should  be  very  much 
surprised  if  that  was  not  the  interpreta- 
tion put  upon  it  to-morrow  by  the 
European  Press.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  created  a  position,  in  l^ypt  that 
was  intolerable. 

•Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EX- 
CHEQUER: That  might  become  in- 
tolerable. 

Mb.  DILLON :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  next  year,  in  the  ordinary 
course,  the  constitution  of  the  Courts 
would  come  up  for  review,  and  it  would 
be  necessary  to  raise  the  whole  question 
of  jurisdiction  and  composition.  In.  what 
connection  would  that  reoonsidontion  be 
conducted?  To  lessen  the  power  of 
France  and  Russia  in  "Egypt,  and  for  no 
other  object.  ["  Hear,  hear  I "]  To  put 
a  check  on.  the  power  of  veto  of  France 
and  Russia  would  be  the  object,  and  cer- 
tainly France  and  Russia  would  exhibit 
more  patience  and  forbearance  than  he 
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gave  those  Goverameats  credit  for  if  they 
quietly  aoquiesoed  in  a  rearrangement 
uf  the  Court  of  Appeal  when  it  was 
avowedly  made  to  reduce  their  power  and 
influence.  It  reminded  him  of  proceed- 
ings in  Ireland.  The  Government  did 
not  like  the  oomposition  of  the  Court, 
but  never  quarrelled  with  the  Court  until 
a  verdict  was  recorded  against  them,  and 
then  the  remedy  proptued  was  to  pack 
the  Court,  to  get  a  verdict  or  to  destroy 
its  jurisdiction  altogether.  France  and 
Russia  would  have  something  to  say  upon 
that  matter,  and  he  would  be  very  much 
surprised  if,  before  the  country  was  en- 
gaged much  further  in  this  great  invasion 
of  the  Soudan,  we  did  not  find  a  deal 
more  concernment  with  a  country  much 
nearer  to  England  than  the  Soudan,  and 
the  scene  of  operations  or  friction  tran»- 
ferred  from  Wady  Haifa  and  Dongola  to 
much  nearer  home.  -  These  were  the 
reasons  why  he  opposed  Uie  whole  policy 
of  this  grant.  There  was  another  aspect 
of  the  case  to  which  he  would  only  allude 
for  a 'moment,  for  he  would  be  out  of 
order  if  he  were  to  bring  it  into  debate. 
This  policy  of  invasion  of  the  Soudan  en- 
tailed the  building  up  of  a  gigantic  em- 
pire in  the  heart  of  Africa.  This  was 
what  the  Tory  Party  meant,  and  if  these 
provinces  were  conquered  they  would  not 
be  handed  back  to  E^pt  to  be  governed, 
for  that  would  be  ridiculous.  A  great 
empire  was  to  be  built  up  in  the  heart 
of  Africa,  a  great  railway  and  variouB 
otiker  developments  would  follov,  ratail- 
ing  a  great  increase  in  the  Army,  of  which 
the  b^inning  was  already  seen.  He 
would  not  enter  into  these  matters  in 
detail,  but,  as  an  Irishman,  and  believing 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  did  not  share 
in  the  advantages  of  enormous  military 
and  naval  expenditure,  he  protested  from 
an  Irish  point  of  view  against  every  addi- 
tion to  that  expenditure,  and  he  protested 
especially  against  this,  which  would  not 
bring  the  blessings  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity or  any  kind  of  advantage  to  the 
inhabituits  of  the  Soudan,  but  fresh  wars, 
fresh  massacres  and  miseries. 

Mr.  R.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington)  said 
he  had  heard  with  considerable  interest 
ullusions  made  with  a  sort  of  model  piety 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House  as  to  the 
way  this  country  should  fulfil  its  engage- 
ments and  the  promise  given  long  ago 
to  go  out  of  !E^;ypt.  ["Hear,  heart "] 
But  were  ragagraaents  only  to  be  kept  hj 
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this  country,  and  by  no  other  countryt 
H!ad  France  never  entered  into  any  en- 
gagements ctmceming  the  Regency  of 
Tunis  T  France  had  Mitered  into  engage- 
ments concerning  Tunis,  engagements 
as  precise  and  binding  as  ever  this  coun- 
try entered  into  in  regard  to  Egypt.  One 
or  two  extracts  from  official  correspond- 
ence will  show  the  nature  of  these  engage- 
ments. Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Granville, 
May  10,  1881:— 

"  He  (M.  BarUi^einy  8t  Hikire)  begged  me 
to  report  at  once  to  Her  Maje^y's  Goven- 
meat  in  the  name  of  the  Goratunent  of  tic 
B«pubUc  and  in  bia  own  name,  and  in  the 
moat  formal  and  explicit  manner,  the  assnr- 
aace  that  the  French  Qovemment  did  not  in- 
tend to  annex  Tunis.  If  it  be  fonikd 
necessary  to  occupy  for  a  time  certain  paints 
in  the  Begency  wiUi  French  troops,  the  oocn- 
pation  woald,  His  Exeelleu^  lud,  be  <rf  «a 
easenti^ly  proriawnal  cbarsctcr,  uid  wmdd 
cease  as  soon  m  snfficient  secntit^  had  been 
obtained  for  the  punctual  execution  by  ti^ 
Bey  of  the  new  anangements,  which  would  be 
effected  by  the  Treaty  which  be  would  be  iv- 
quired  to  make." 

Then,  again.     H.  BarthSemy  St.  HUaire 

to  Lord  Lyons,  May  16,  1881 :  — 

"  Your  Excellency  remembers  tJiat  on  aevcra] 
occasbns  in  my  convmatiMui  with  you  I  re- 
pudiated the  idea  of  the  cononeat  or  antiexR- 
tion  to  France  of  any  part  m  INtidsian  terri- 
tory. I  have  no  difficnil^  in  r^eating  here 
what  I  have  already  told  yon.  .  .  We  have 
no  more  desire  to  annex  Bizerta  Qiaa  any  oUur 
part  of  Tunis." 

He  knew  Tunis  pretty  well,  and  had,  he 
thot^ht,  been  more  often  there  than  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Charles  Dilke) 
hiul  been  to  Egypt,  and  he  was  there 
three  weeks  ago.  He  had  known  Tunis 
for  a  good  many  years,  and  he  could  see 
nothing  whatever  in  Tunis  to  lead  to  the 
belief  that  France  had  the  slightest  inten- 
tion of  ever  fulfilling  these  engagements : 
apparently  they  had  not  the  slightest  in- 
tention of  doing  so.  He  remembered  the 
city  of  Tunis  when  the  French  quarter  of 
the  town  was  very  little  better  than  waste 
land,  and  it  is  now  built  over  with  streets 
and  boulevards,  with  Frendi  names,  and 
no  doubt  the  French,  had  done  exceed- 
ingly good  work  in  the  city  and  R^;ency 
of  Tunis.  M.  St.  Hilaire  engaged  that 
France  would  not  annex  Bizerta,  but,  in 
fact,  the  French  had  not  only  annexed  it, 
but  when  he  was  there  two  years  ago  they 
had  formed  a  naval  station  there.  They 
had  dredged  the  Lake  of  Biserta,  they 
had  cut  a  channel  betwera.  the  sea  and 
the  -li^e,  they  had  thrown  out  two  pien 
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into  the  see,  and  they  were  forming  a 
naval  station  with  forts  and  guns  in  the 
rear  of  the  lake.  For  himself,  he  con- 
fessed, though  peiiuips  his  opinion  was 
not  worth,  much,  he  regarded  the  Bay  of 
Bizerta  as  a  dangerous  place  to  lay  a  fleet 
in,  but  it  would  be  a  dangerous  place  for 
any  country  at  war  with  France  with  the 
French  torpedo  boats  in  Uie  lake.  That 
was  what  had  taken  place  in  regard  to 
French  eng^ements  so  far  as  Tunis  was 
concerned,  and  this  was  an  example  of  how 
other  coimtries  kept  their  engagements. 
One  very  strong  reason  why  this  expedi- 
tion of  the  Egyptian  Goremment,  with 
the  aid  and  advice  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment, should  make  the  advance  in  the 
Soudan  was  that  any  Power,  whether 
barbarous  or  cirilised,  that  held  the  Blue 
Nile  and  the  Atbara  had  the  fortune  aud 
the  very  life  of  Egypt  in  the  hollow  of  its 
hand.  As  Sir  Samue!  Baker  had  pointed 
uut,  it  was  possible  for  such  a  Power, 
"  by  throwing  a  dam  across  the  empty  bed 
during  the  diy  season,  to  effectually 
deflect  the  stream  when  risen  hy  the 
Abyssinian  rains,  and  thus  prevent  the 
ueoeesary  flow  towaiils  Egypt,"  which 
could  be  ruined  either  by  flood  or  fomine. 
Sir  Samuel,  who  was  a  great  authority 
mi  these  matters  in  the  Soudan,  said  in  a 
letter  he  wrote  to  The  Times  in  1888: 

"  I  have  »oen  a  spot  about  230  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Atbara  where  the  riTor  mu^ht  be 
deflected  without  difficulty,  and  be  ftmsed  to  an 
eastern  coareo  towards  the  Ked  Sea." 

At  the  end  of  the  same  letter  he  said :  — 

"  If  I  were  inj-«elf  an  enemy  of  Egjpt,  I 
know  the  place  where  I  Bhould  commence  the 
fntH!  vrark  i^on  the  rivmr  Aibata." 

He  thoi^ht  these  were  very  strong  con- 
siderations, indeed,  as  to  why  this  ex- 
pedition should  take  place;  besides  the 
considerations  which  had  already  been 
fjiven.    He  would  not  suggest  that  it  was 
,   the  intention  uf  B'rauceorKussia,  orboth 
together,  to  take  possessiun  of  the  Blue 
)   Kile  and  the  Atbara  River.    He  would 
;  merely  repeat  that  any  Power,  whether 
civilised  or  barbarous,  which  held  the 
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Atbara  and  the  Blue  Nile  could  actually 
dictate  terms  to  the  Egyptians  them- 
selTee  or  any  superior  Power  that  held 
Egypt.  That  was  a  t«rible  danger  to 
contemplate,  and  England,  being  in  a 
position  of  a  foster-mother  to  Egypt, 
would  be  very  wrong,  indeed,  not  to  take 
every  possiUe  means  to  maintain  the 
safety  of  the  country  she  had  taken  in 
chaise. 

Mb.  PHmiP  STANHOPE  (Burnley) 
was  bound  to  say  be  took  a  very  different 
view  in  this  mattw  from  that  which  had 
been  expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Warrington.  l%at  hon.  Member  had 
laid  it  down  as  his  first  proposition  that 
France,  having  mode  certain  engage- 
ments— ^which  he  did  not  think  could  bo 
denied — ^with  regard  to  Turns,  France 
had  not  respected  those  eng^ments, 
and  was  at  present  in  possession  of  Tunis. 
He  would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
that,  at  all  events,  so  far  as  Tunis  was 
concraned,  France  had  regulated  her 
position  in  Tunis  by  diplomatic  exchanges 
with  the  foreign  Powers,  and  consequently 
the  positon  of  France  in  Tunis  would  be 
a  legitimate  and  legal  position,  whereds 
our  position  in  Egypt  was  something  of 
a  very  different  kind.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  told  them  that  very  often 
foreign  questions  and  difficulties  were 
initiated  in  that  House.  Was  there 
ever  a  speech  delivered  in  that 
House  more  likely  to  initiate  foreign 
trouble  than  the  one  just  dMivered  %  It 
was  an  unprovoked  attack  on  France. 
France,  so  far  as  he  knew,  was  not  called 
into  question  in  that  Debate  except  in- 
directly as  regarded  Egypt.  But  the 
hon.  Member  actually  went  out  of  his  way 
to  make  a  violent  and  hostile  attack  on 
France,  and  that  was  what  he  called 
smoothing  down  difficulties  in  the  House 
of  Commons!  He  desired  not  to  treat 
so  umch  the  financial  as  the  international 
asjiects  of  the  case,  and  what,  he  asked, 
would  be  the  result  to-morrow  morning 
of  Continental  appreciation  of  the  speech 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequwt  He 
ventured  to  predict  that  it  would  be  said 
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ill  every  capital  of  Europe  that  the  Bri- 
tish Government  hod  now  entered  upon  a 
new  and  determined  policy  with  regard  to 
Epypt,  that  they  had  made  up  their 
liiindfi  to  disregard  obligations  and  cn- 
fni{^iuent«,  to  flout  Russia  and  France, 
and  instead  of  allaying  the  irritation  of 
those  countries  to  provoke  and  increase 
it.  That  was  tho  GoTemmcnt  which  was 
at  the  same  time  seekiog  to  establish  the 
concert  of  Europe !  The  most  dangerous 
and  fatal  thing  with  regard  to  the  Armen- 
iun  difficulties  had  been  that  this  country 
hod  not  a  good  understanding  with 
France  and  Russia,  and  was  unable  to  go 
openly  to  them  as  friends  without  causes 
of  difficulty  and  complaint  between  them. 
He  was  quite  certain  that  if  the  ^yptian 
question  had  not  been  an  open  sore  they 
should  have  had  the  concurrence  and 
assistance  of  France  in  the  settlement  of 
the  affairs  of  Turkey,  and  thousands  of 
Armenian  lives  would  have  been  saved. 
This  was  an  international  question  <tf  tJie 
gravest  importance,  and  one  which  was 
bound  to  expand  and  extend  as  time 
goes  on.  Did  the  Government  suppose 
that  by  what  was  called  "  a  firm  policy  " 
and  "putting  their  foot  down"— one  of 
the  favourite  expressions  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite — they  were  going  to  settle 
the  Egyptian  question,  and  tdiat  the 
French  nation — on  avowedly  high-spirited 
nation — mere  going  to  tamely  accept  the 
fact  that  they  had  announced  their 
intention  of  resisting  any  kind  of  inter- 
ference on  their  pu^  1  France  had  a 
perfect  right  by  international  agreement 
to  take  all  the  steps  she  had  taken  in  the 
matter.  He  did  not  say  that  she  had 
been  wise.  The  French  Government 
had  often  been  extremely  ill-advised. 
Th^  would  have  been  wiser  had  they 
pursued  a  less  bickering  policy.  But 
they  were  perfectly  juati&d  in  the  gen- 
eral attitude  they  bad  token,  and  by 
denouncing  the  Erencb  Qovemment  they 
had  not  settled  the  Egyptian  question, 
but  possibly  had  raised  international 
questions  of  the  highest  importance. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  in  his 
breezy  speech  referred  to  the  neutrality 
of  the  Suez  Canal,  but  did  nut  attempt 
to  controvert  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast — a  naval 
expert — ^that  in  the  opinion  of  naval 
men  the  Sues  Canal  would  be  absolutely 
uaeless  in  time  of  war.  When  we  first 
occupied  Egypt  it  was  believed  that  we 
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occupied  the  nearest  military  route  to 
India.  But  this  view  was  now  exploded, 
and  the  raison  tPStre  for  our  occupying 
Egypt  for  strat^cal  advantages  do 
longer  exists.  We  were  called  upon  to 
pay  a  million  for  what  had  already  been 
done,  and  what  was  to  be  done  in  Egypt 
— in  the  form  of  an  advance  which 
£^pt  was  to  pay  when  it  could.  It 
was  a  mortgage  upon  Egypt,  and  no 
doubt  it  was  thought  that,  as  mortgagee, 
we  should  have  a  better  claim  on  Egypt 
than  we  already  possessed.  The  most 
important  part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  declaration  was  that,  when 
the  continuation  of  the  Mixed  Court  of 
Appeal  came  up  next  year,  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  assume  a  different 
attitude^  and  he,  himself,  supposed  th^ 
intended  to  say  what  hum.  Gentlemea 
opposite  had  not  the  courage  to  say 
openly : — 

<*  We  have  done  all  these  things.  We  haw 
spent  this  money.  We  have  advanced  into  the 
interior  of  Africa.  &^pt  is  nnable  to  bear  ibe 
borden  of  this  entcrpriBe,  oonaequently  we,  the 
F.nglia>i  government,  having  done  all  thii,  can 
cliiim  to  announce  that  our  occoiiatian  is  not  a 
temporary  one,  which  we  fonnetiy  said  it  would 
be,  bnt  the  permanent  oocnpotion  of  the 
country." 

*Thk  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER :  I  sud  nothing  oi  the  kind. 

Mr.  stanhope  said  he  knew  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not,  bnt  all 
he  had  said  led  to  that  conclusion.  It 
was  the  conclusion  that  would  be  drawn 
from  his  words  by  every  responsible 
person  in  Europe.  That  being  so,  was 
it  right  that  we  should  make  this  pro- 
found change  in  bur  foreign  policy  and 
put  this  enormous  charge  on  our  Ex- 
chequer, that  we  should  free  oursdves 
fromobUgations  andengagements  entered 
intoyears  ago, without  havii^  this  matter 
more  fully  discussed  with  the  oorrespond- 
ence  and  papws  before  ua.  [**Hear, 
hear ! "] 

Capt.  BETHELLT(York,  E.  R., 
Holderness)  denied  that  the  |ChanceUor 
of  the  Exchequer  used  words  provocative 
to  France  in  his  speech.  Was  it  wise 
on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  spoken  (wht^  although  he  had  not 
occupied  a  responsible  position  in^office, 
was  well  known  on  1^  ContuiMit)  to 
put  the  worst  interpretaticni  that  conld 
be  put  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's speech,  and  miunterpret  and 
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caricature  his  meaning  t    Was  it  wise  on 
thepart  of  an  hoi;t.Member  whoadvocated 
international  arbitration  and  peace  to  try 
as  far  as  he  could  to  provoke  the  underlying 
grievances  that  exist«d.  ["Hear.hear  I "  ] 
His  hon.  friend  had  observed  that  France 
had  pat  herself  right  irith  otfier  countries 
by  diplomatic  arrangements.    That  was 
no  doubt  true,  but  was  it  ontme  of 
England  in  relation  to  Egy^ptl  Could 
it  be  said  that  this  country  had  not  con- 
stantly undertaken  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  France  and  other  countries  in  rela- 
tion to  lE^yptl    He  recognised  to  the 
full  France's  susceptibilities  in  n^rd  to 
Egypt,  but  we  had  our  susceptibilities 
also,  though  he  did  not  think  that  in 
either  case  tiiey  were  so  enormous  that 
they  could  not  be  settled  ultimately  by 
diplomatic  arrangements.    Differing  as 
he  did  from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  in 
r^;ard  to  the  evacuation  of  Egypt,  he 
was  one  of  those,  and  he  believed  there 
were  many  on  his  side  of  the  House,  who 
would  gladly  be  out  of  it ;  yet  he  strongly 
supported   the   recent  action   of  Her 
Majesty's  GJovemment.    The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mayo  said  he  had  always  been 
consistent  in  his  opposition  to  our  policy 
in  Egypt)  and  remarked  that  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  country  in  the  interests  of 
civilisation  had  been  marked  by  misery 
and  slaughter.    It  was  true  that  the 
advance  of  civilisation  in  its  inception 
had  always  been  accompanied  by  many 
dreadful  acts,  but  no  man  could  read  the 
history  of  the  Continent  of  Africa  without 
recognising  that  the  atrocities  of  civilisa- 
tion, if  hon.  Gentlemen  liked  to  call  them 
so,  faded  into  a  shadow  by  the  side  of  Uie 
slaughter  and  misery  which  existed  before 
its  advance.   There  could  be  no  man  in 
the  House  who  could  say  that  the  rule 
of  the  Khalifa  had  not  been  accompanied 
with  terrible  cruelties.    His  right  hon. 
Friend   the  Member  for   Bodmin  had 
given  a  very  clear  account  of  what  he 
con3idered  to  be  the  operation  of  the 
Mixed  Tribunal  and  of  the  Catsse  ;  but 
'   he  thought  his  right  hon.  Friend  scarcely 
left  on  the  House  an  impression  of  the 
!   true  interpretation  of  the  rules  which,  as 
he  understood,  guided  the  Mixed  Tribnnal. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  told  the  House 
that  the  Caisse  had  control  over  certain 
surpluses  to  apply  them  in  particular 
,   ways,  although  there  were  circumstances 
I   when  the  surplus  remaining  could  be 
»     VOL.  XLT.  [f6ubth  shbos.] 


used  for  extraordinary  and  excep- 
tional purposes ;  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  point  out 
cases  in  which  it  could  be  so  used,  and 
he  left  the  impression  on  the  House  that 
he  was  quoting  oases  laid  down  by  the 
rules  of  the  Tribunal.  But  the  fact  (tf 
the  matter  was  that  the  Caisse  was 
allowed  to  use  their  surplus  for  extra- 
ordinary circumstances,  and  the  question 
was  whether  the  advance  to  Dongola 
could  be  considered  an  extraordinary 
circumstance  or  not.  That  of  course 
was  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  his  right 
hon.  Friend  would,  he  was  suro,  see  that 
the  illustrations  he  gave  were  not  drawn 
from  the  rules  which  governed  the  Caisse, 
and  that  the  real  interpretation  was  to 
be  gathered  from  the  word  "extra- 
ordinary." 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  What  I  endea- 
voured to  explain  was  this — I  wanted  to 
put  before  the  Committee  the  view  I 
understood  the  Mixed  Tribunal  took  of 
the  interpretation  of  the  law. 

Captain  BETHELL  said  he  knew 
his  right  hon.  Friend  intended  to  put  that 
view  before  the  Committee,  and  he  was 
only  telling  him  liiat  a  wrong  impression 
was  left  in  lus  mind,  and  he  thought  in  the 
minds  of  other  Gentlemen.  He  would 
now  like  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  a  rather  complicated  question, 
and  it  was  this.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  told  the  Committee  why 
the  Egyptian  Government  agreed  to  go 
to  the  arbitrament  of  the  Mixed  Tri- 
bunal. He  presumed  that  the  Egyptian 
Government  were  advised  by  tiieir 
British  advisers,  and  it  was  rather  diffi- 
cult to  see  why  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Egyptian  Government  to 
appeal  to  the  Mixed  TVibnnal.  A 
good  deal  had  been<  said  in  reference 
both  to  France  and  Rtissia  by  various 
speakers.  Personally  he  believed  our 
true  policy  was,  as  far  as  we  could,  to 
work  harmoniously  with  France  and 
Russia.  Touching  them  as  we  did  in  so 
many  quarters  of  the  globe,  we  were  more 
likely  to  be  benefited  by  friendly  inter- 
course than  by  meeting  with  objections 
on  quMtions  <^  policy  at  many  turns.  At 
the  same  time  we  had  our  interests  in 
Egypt  to  guard,  and,  though  he  regretted 
that  we  were  there,  and  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  withdraw,  he  fully  recognised 
that,  while  admitting  the  rights  and  sus- 
ceptibilities of  France,  we  must  continue 
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4)0  guard  our  own,  without,  he  hoped, 
sacrificing  .  the  friendship  of  other 
countries. 

Mr.  J.BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon, 
Eifion)  said  that  he  bad  never  lost  an 
opportunity  since  he  first  became  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House,  many  years  ago,  of 
recording  by  his  vote  his  strongest  oppo- 
sition to  the  ocoupatioD  of  Egypt.  He 
had  always  doiie  so,  mainly  on  we  ground 
that  we  were  pledged  by  our  word  of 
honour  to  give  up  that  occupation.  That 
that  pledge  had  been  given  solemnly  and 
in  unequivocal  terms  had  been  admitted 
by  successive  Governments  both  Conser- 
vative and  Liberal.  He  should  have 
thought  that  in  an  assembly  of  honour- 
able men  and  a  nation  of  honest  people 
an  admission  of  that  kind  would  at«o- 
lutely  conclude  the  question,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  unnecessary  to  go  into 
arguments  of  expediency.  But  if  ques- 
tions of  expediency  only  were  considered, 
he  held  that  in  tlus  re^)ect  as  well  as  in 
private  life  "  honesty  is  the  policy."  It 
had  been  generally  admitted  that  all  the 
troubles  in  relation  to  the  Eastern  Ques- 
tion during  the  last  two  years,  and  the 
humiliating  position  which  Great  Britain 
had  occupied,  arose  from  the  fact  that 
we  were  universally  distrusted  on  the 
continent  (d  Europe.  What  was  the 
reason  of  that  distmstl  Wasitnecessaiy 
to  go  farther  in  search  of  an  answer 
than  the  admission  that,  having  gone 
to  Egypt  under  a  distinct  pledge,  we  had 
calmlyand  unblushingly  broken  our  word. 
It  was  argued  that  we  were  entitled  to 
break  our  word  in  respect  of  Egypt, 
because  France  had  done  so  in  respect 
of  Tunis.  That  amounted  to  this — "  true, 
we  have  acted  dishonestly ;  true,  we  are 
great  rascals,  but  then  the  French  are 
bi{^;er  rascals  than  we  are."  Was  that 
an  argument  that  could  be  addressed 
to  any  self-respecting  people  or  nation. 
The  conduct  of  other  nations  was  not  the 
measure  of  our  honour,  and  we  ought, 
out  of  self-respect,  to  carry  out  our 
obligation.  The  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Austell  said  that  whether  we  were  right 
or  wrong  tiie  mistake  could  not  be  rec- 
tified, but  he  omitted  to  state  why  the 
promise  we  gave  was  that  we  would 
withdraw  as  soon  as  Egypt  was  strong 
enough  to  maintain  itself.  But  now  we 
saw  that  Egypt  was  strong  enough  not 
only  to  maintain  itself  but  to  conquer 
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the  Soudan.  Again,  it  was  asked  if  we 
retired,  what  would  become  of  the 
Egyptians.  We  had  been  in  occupation 
for  15  years,  but  "E^ypt,  existed  long 
before  that,  and  from  the  earliest  dawn 
of  history  down  to  15  years  the  Egyptians 
had  been  able  to  govern  themselves  and 
carry  on  their  a£&^  witiioDt  the  snper- 
vision  of  the  Tgngliah  GtovoniDeDt 
What  they  had  done  in  tiiepast  they  could 
do  in  the  future.  The  Chancellor  of  die 
Exchequer  put  the  argument  solely  oa 
the  ground  of  philanthropy.  With 
respect  to  that  argument,  he  thought  he 
was  justified  in  applying  to  it  the  same 
description  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  applied  to  an  argument  of 
the  Welsh  Members  in  reference  to 
Welsh  disestablishment.  The  Welph 
Members  had  urged  that  the  cause 
of  religion  even  in  .tiia  Established 
Church  would  be  benefited  by  disestab- 
lishment, and  tiie  right  hon.  Gentleman 
denounced  that  argument  as  a  piece  of 
nauseous  cant.  He  thought  he  was 
entitled  to  retort  and  say  that  the  argu- 
ment that  we  were  going  to  declare  war 
against  the  Soudanese  on  grounds  of 
philanthropy  was  a  piece  of  nauseous 
hypocrisy.  If  Germany  approved  of 
our  bresKking  our  word,  was  that  a  good 
reason  for  Inv^cing  it  t  The  reasMi  of 
Germuiy'a  attitude  was  apparent.  Since 
the  war  of  1870,  the  polioy  of  Oormanj 
had  been  to  isolate  and  weaken  France 
as  much  as  possible.  Therefore,  any 
policy  which  was  likely  to  set  France  and 
England  by  the  ears  was  certain  to  meet 
with  the  approval  of  Germany.  These 
were  the  considerations  which  indnced 
Prince  Bismarck  to  su^^est  that  England 
should  interfere  in  E^^t.  We  were 
bound  by  our  pledges  and  every  oon- 
sideration  of  honour  to  evacuate  Egypt, 
and,  therefore^  he  should  vote  against 
the  proposal  of  the  QoTemmoit. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TRRA- 
3URY :  I  hope  that  the  Committee  will 
now  consent  to  bring  this  Debate  to  a 
conclusion.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The 
Members  on  both  the  Front  Benches  who 
.  are  concerned  in  the  matter  have  now 
spoken,  and  several  independent  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides  have  also  spoken.  We 
are  dealing  with  a  subject  of  gitet  inter- 
national delicacy  and  complexity,  and  I 
cannot  help  thhiking  that  probably  all 
has  been  on  this  subject  that  is  to 
the  public  advantage.    I  do  not  widi  to 
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press  my  view  on  the  subject,  but  I 
express  that  view  as  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown— ["hear  hear  !  "] — and  not  merely 
as  a  Minister  in  charge  of  the  busineHS 
of  the  House  and  desiring  to  bring  a 
Debate  to  a  oonolusibn.  I  honestly  do 
not  think,  after  ail  that  has  been  said 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  that  any 
further  public  object  can  be  served  by 
the  continuation  of  this  discussion.  I  do 
think  it,  therefore,  for  Uie  general  advan-^ 
tage  that  we  should  draw  the  Debate  to 
a  rapid  conclusion,  and  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  take  this  suggestion  in  good 
part.  [Cheera.] 

Mb.  T.  LOtJGH  (IsUngton,  W.)  said 
that  he  quite  appreciated  llie  spirit  of  the 
remarksof  therignt  hon.GentIeinan,  whose 
advice,  he  thought,  might  very  well  have 
been  given  at  an  earlier  hour,  and  perhaps 
applied  to  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  Bench.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  two  or  three  questions  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Was 
the  new  railway  to  be  a  continuation  of 
the  old  one  1  (The  Chancellor  of  the 
ExcREQtiBR:  "No.")  Was  the  cost  of 
the  railway  already  made  included  in  the 
money  which  they  were  asked  to  vote, 
and  was  any  useful  traffic  developing? 
The  only  excuse  for  constructing  these 
desert  railways  was  that  they  would  open 
up  trade.  Were  there  ray  returns 
showing  that  in  the  way  of  business  the 
first  railway  had  been  a  success  1  With 
regard  to  the  second  railway,  they  had 
been  told  that  the  material  required  had 
been  ordered  by  the  Government,  and 
that  the  Egyptian  Government  would 
defray  the  rest  of  the  cost  of  making  the 
Una  He  wanted  to  know  why  the 
B^yptian  Government  could  not  pay  the 
whole  bill.  Then,  did  the  sum  of 
£370,000,  which  they  were  asked  to  vote 
for  material,  include  the  cost  of  material 
for  building  the  line  or  only  the  rolling 
stock  1  He  heartily  reciprocated  the 
appeal  which  the  Leader  of  the  House 
had  made  that  nothing  should  be  said  in 
that  discussion  to  make  the  position  of 
this  country  difficult  abroad.  [*'  Hear, 
hear !  "J  He  thought  that  a  more  court- 
eous disposition  towards  France  might 
have  been  exhibited  by  occupants  of  the 
Fnmt  Ministerial  Benoh  who  spoke 
earlier  in  Uie  evening.  The  somewhat 
Utter  discussion  at  we  oommenoement 
of  the  Debate  could  not  be  viewed  as 
having  a  tendency  to  promote  the  peace 


of  the  world.  He  thought  that  a  great 
deal  of  excuse  might  be  made  for  any 
resentment  on  the  part  of  France  for  the 
incidents  in  Egypt.  We  ought  to  try 
to  allay  .any  bitter  feelings  that  might 
be  entertained  by  France  towards  this 
country.   ["  Hear,  hear !  "1 

•Sir  W.  HAROOURT:  I  do  not 
desire  to  encourage  further  discussion, 
but  upon  the  fmancial  question  a  sugges- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  voting  this  large 
amount  of  money.  We  should  not 
introduce  the  practice  of  voting  these 
large  sums  without  some  full  information 
being  given  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  understand  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  lay  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  details  of  this  expenditure. 
That  would  be  a  security  we  ought  to 
take  in  pursuance  of  the  practice  of 
the  House  of  Commons — namely,  the 
presenting  of  the  most  detailed  informa- 
tion as  to  the  expenditure  of  a  Vote  of 
public  money. 

*The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER: I  will  take  care  that 
information  is  duly  laid  on  the  Table, 
^veral  iiON.  Members  :  *'  Before 
Report?"]  No,  not  before  Report.  I 
may  point  out  that  it  does  not  refer  to 
the  actual  sum  voted,  and  therefore  the 
details  are  not  in  the  same  position  as  in 
an  ordinary  Estimate  which  is  composed 
of  details.  We  are  voting  a  lump  sum, 
but  full  information  will  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  in  due  course.  With 
regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member,  I  think  he  might  have  spared 
us  his  last  remarks.  [Cheers."]  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  tends  to  the  peace  of 
the  world  to  attribute  dUKJOurtesy  to 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  with  respect  to  a 
foreign  nation.  [Cheera.]  I  am  quite 
sure,  however,  that  any  misinterpretation 
of  remarks  does  not  tend  to  the  good  of 
his  own  country.  [Cheers.]  With 
r^ard  to  his  particular  question  I  have 
to  say  that  it  is  almost  absurd  to  ask 
whether  a  military  railway,  in  the  first 
instance  made  from  Sarras  to  Abu 
Fatmeh  for  an  expedition  for  the  recon- 
quest  of  Dongola,  pays  as  a  business 
undertaking.  [CJiesrs.]  That  railway 
has  not  been  laid  for  more  than  six 
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months  or  so,  but  I  have  no  doubt,  bmng 
as  it  is  the  only  railway  past  the  cataracts 
of  the  Nile  to  Dongola,  that  traflSc  Till 
increase  in  due  course,  and  I  beUeve  it 
▼ill  commercially  pay  in  the  end.  With 
regard  to  the  proposed  railway  to  Abu 
Hamed,  I  have  stated  to  the  Committee 
that  the  Vote  is  for  material.  That  in- 
cludes material  for  railway  construction 


purposes  in  this  country  and  also  lor 
rollhig  stock.  The  E^^tian  GoTeni- 
ment,  as  I  have  said,  will  pay  for  tin 
oonstruotion. 

Original  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  169; 
Noes,  67.— (Division  list— No.  19— 
appended). 


AlIhnwD,  Augustas  Hny.  Eden 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  EUis 
Atkiitson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
BafTot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitsBoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walwortli} 
BailUe,  James  £.  B.  (InTemeu] 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balioor,  RL  Hon.A  J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  aenU  William  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Fredericlc  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.nn.  Sir  M.H.(Brirtol) 
Bemrose,  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Captain 
Bhownaggree,  M.  M. 
Bloodell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.  P.  (Middlesex) 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.(Derby8hire) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hngh 
Choloner,  Captun  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon.J.(Bin».) 
Chunberlaio,  J.  AoBten[W orc'r) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chairington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hod.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoDingB,  Kt.  Hon,  Jesse 
ColomD,  Sir  John  Charles  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds.) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Qlasgow) 
Cranbome,  "N'iscount 
Croes,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cunion,Rt.Hn.G.N.  (Lanc.S.W. ) 
Curzon,  Viscount  (Bucks.) 
])ane,  Richard  M. 
Barling,  Charles  John 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley- 
IKgby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Doaglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doncombe,  Hon,  Hubert  V. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
FeLlowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fei^rueson,  Rt.Bji.Sir  J.  (Manc'r) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Fiuch-Hatton,  Hon.  Harold  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  Willian)  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Fry,  Levis 


AYES. 

Oarfit,  William 
Oed^  Sydney 
GiUiat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  ATigostoB  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Uajor-Gener*! 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
(loschen,  Rt.  Hn.G.J.(St.G'rges) 
Goschen,  (Jeorge  J.  (Subsox) 
Gonlding,  Edwazd  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  WalionU).(Wedneabnry) 
Gretton,  John 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo- 
Hanbury,  Rt.Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Angustus 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  Trotter 
Hill,Rt.Hn.r*rd  Arthur(Bown) 
Hoare,  Edw.Brodie(HampBtead) 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  Riueigh 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hutton,  John  (Yorka.  K.R.) 
Isaacson,  Frederick  Wootton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnfifone,  John  H.  (Sussex) 
JoUiffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kenny,  William 
Kenrick,  William 
Knowlfls,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut.-GeDeral 
Lawrence,  Edwin  (Cornwall) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorka) 
Lea,  Sir  I'homas  (Londondeny) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Llewelyn,Sir  Dillwyn-(8w'n8  a) 
Lock  wood,  Iit.-CoI.  AJt^fEtsex) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  CoL  ChBrlesW.(EveBh'in) 
Ijong,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (L'pool) 
Lome,  MarqnesB  of 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lncas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  Q.  Ellison 
Macdona,  JohnCamsiing 
Mc Arthur,  William 
McCalmont,Maj.-Qen.(Ant*mN) 
McKillop,  Jamee 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Bereeford  Valentine 
Heysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
MoncktoQ,  Edward  Philip 


ChaneeUor  of  the  Exchequer. 


Monk,  Charles  Jamee 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Facy 
More,  Robert  Jasper 
Murray,Kt.Hn.A.Graham{Bate) 
Murray,  Charlea  J.  (Corentiy) 
Nicol,  Donald  Kinian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  Staffoid 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Tonens 
OiT-Ewing,  Charles  laadaay 
Penn,  Jimn 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Pryce-Jonee,  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  Thomas 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.TbonisoB 
Robinson,  Brooke 
RnsseU,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchnn^) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Sbwid) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lance.) 
Stanley,  £dw.  Jaa  (Someiwt) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Iwbeth) 
Stewart,  Sir         J.  HTaggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  JohnM. 
Stnrt,  Hon.  Humphry  Xapier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chicheater) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  OA.  Sir  C.E.  Howard 
Wanldyn,  Janus  Leslie 
Warkworth,  Lord 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  Q.  (St  Pancras) 
WebBter,SirR.E.  (Isle  of  Wi^] 
Welby,  Lieot-C-ol.  A.  a  E. 
Wharton,  John  Uoyd 
Williams,  Joseph  PoweU  (Bir.) 
Willonghby  de  Ercsby,  Lord 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Uajor  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrocg 

Tbllers  for  thb  Ayes, 
WiUiam  Walivnd  and  Mr. 
Anitratbar. 
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Bayldy,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beatunont,  Wantworth  C.  B. 
Brigg,  John 

Branner,  Sir  John  TomlisBon 
Bmton,  Sydney  Charlea 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Bobert 
CaastoQ,  Richard  Knight 
Channiog,  Francis  Allston 
aon^h,  Walter  Owen 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dtlke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles  . 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Do<^n,  P.  0. 

Ellis,  Thos.Edw.  (Merionethsh) 
Engledow,  Charles  John 
£wu,8ir  FrancisH.(Soatb'ton} 
f arquhamnv  Dr.  Bobert 
Fenvick,  GOurlea 


{5  ]?£bbDast  1897} 
NOES. 

Fl]mn,  James  CbriHtopher 
Gladstone.  Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Oourley,  Sir  Edward  Tonperley 
OTiffithB,Ell!BJ. 
Hsldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harcourtj  Rt  Hon.  Sir  William 
Hedderwiclc.Thomas  Charles  H. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jone^WiUiam(Cbma^von8hire) 
Lawson,8irWilfrid(Oiimb'land) 
Uoyd-Qeorge,  David 
Loogh,  Thomas 
Uacaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
McEenna,  Reginald 
McLeod,  John 
Haden,  John  Henry 
M(n-tey,Rt.Hon  John  (Montrose) 
Morton,  Edward  Jotm  Chalmers 
O'Brien,  I^trick  (Kilkenny) 
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O'Connor,  T.  P.  (LiTOrpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pink^^n,  John 
Pirie,  Captain  Duncan  Vernon 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Roberts,  John  Bym  (Eifion) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel.  J.  (Stockton-on-TMs) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Phillip  3. 
Snllivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  AIfred(OIamoi^:an,  E.) 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Tbllbbs  for  tkb  Nobs,  ISx. 
Laboochete  and  Mr.  Dillon. 


ABHY  SUPPLKUBl^TABT  ESTIHATB, 

1896-7. 

INDIAN  TROOPS  AT  80AKIM. 

£U5,000,  Fa7,  etc.,  of  Indian  Troops 
at  Snakim. 

Mr.  LOUGH  asked  whether  this  Vote 
covered  tiie  whole  cost  of  the  troops. 
He  thought  that  the  Indian  QoTOrnment 
ought  not  to  be  put  to  any  expraise  at 
the  presmt  time. 

Mr.  T.  B.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeen- 
shire, £.)  said  that  there  were  points  on 
which  information  was  desirable.  In  the 
past  there  had  oonstantlj  been  difficulties 
in  settling  the  accounts  as  between  India 
and  the  H<nne  Government.  Sometimes 
the  Indian  Government  bad  had  to  wait 
months  and  years,  and  in  connection 
with  the  Abysunian  campaign  the 
money  due  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer 
had  to  be  borrowed.  Did  this  sum  of 
£145,000  represent  the  general  Estimate 
of  the  Indian  Government  1  What 
were  the  details  of  t^e  amount,  and  was 
it  a  final  discharge,  leaving  no  claims 
in  dispute  % 
•The  financial  SECBETABT 
TO  THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powbll- 
WiLLiAHS,  Birmingham,  S.)  said  that 
yesterday  he  had  informed  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  estimate  of  Uie  total 
extra  cost  falling  upon  India  through 


the  use  of  the  troops  at  Suakim  had  been 
framed  in  India,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Indian  Government,  covered  every 
charge.  Since  yesterday  he  had  received 
further  information.  The  estimate  was 
divided  into  seven  heads,  each  of  which 
had  been  computed  by  the  Indian 
Government.  The  heaviest  item  was 
X59,000  for  the  transport  the  troops 
from  India  and  back.  There  was  also 
£25,000  for  land  transit,  £35,000  for 
commissariat,  and  the  balance  was  made 
up  of  such  itrasB  as  pay,  medical  service, 
and  ordnance.  Her  Majesty's  Gfovem- 
ment  had  every  assurance  that  the  total 
sum  would  ccver  every  expense  to  which 
die  Indian  Government  had  been  put. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEBE  said  that  there 
were  many  Members  who,  like  him, 
desired  to  divide  against  this  Vote 
as  a  protest  against  the  employ- 
ment of  Indian  troops  at  all  out- 
side India,  and  more  especially  in  the 
Soudan,  but  they  were  unable  to  do  so 
because,  if  the  Vote  were  rejected,  the 
cost  would  be  thrown  on  the  people  of 
India.  ["  Hear,  hear  ! "]  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  however,  a  considerable  burden 
would  have  to  be  borne  by  India  owing 
to  this  expedition.  It  seemed  to  him 
a  monstrous  thing  at  a  time  like  the 
present,  when  the  people  of  India  were 
struggling  with  famine  for  their  lives,  to 
tax  tiiom  in  order  tocarry  out  a  ridiculous, 
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abeord,  and  iniquitous  policy  of  jingoism  Beeoluttons  to  be  repinted  upon  Mon- 
in  Africa.  (Cheer$.)  He  also  thought  day  next ;  Committee  to  rit  again  upon 
the  Committee  should  be  informed  what  Monday  next, 
services  the  Indian  troops  bad  done 
while  at  Saukim,  and  whether  India  or 
anybody  else  had  benefited  to  the  extent 
not  of  £140,000,  but  of  140,000  pence 
by  this  sending  of  Indian  troops,  despite 
the  protest  <ji  tiie  Indian  GoTemment^ 
to  occupy  Saukim.       Hear,  hear !  "] 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  when  this 
question  was  discussed  last  year  public 
opinion  was  overwhelmingly  in  favour  of 
the  Imperial  Government  providing  the 
pay  of  the  Indian  troops  while  away  from 
India.  He  therefore  thought  that  as  India 
was  soffaring  from  a  terrible  famine,  the 
Government  ought  to  depart  from  the 
selfish  and  utterly  indefensible  principle 
uf  refusing  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  Indian 
troops  they  had  brought  to  Suakim.  He 
regretted  the  fonns  Of  the  House  did  not 
allow  him  to  move  an  increase  of  the 
Vote  by  X40,000,  or  whatever  might  be 
the  amount  of  tiie  pay  of  the  troops ;  and 
be  tliougbt  the  Government  would  do 
well  to  put  down  an  Estimate  for  re- 
funding the  money  to  India  as  a  contri- 
bution to  the  famine  fund. 
•The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER said  he  appreciated  the 
s^Hunt  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo ;  but  they  were  open  to 
the  grave  objection  that  they  mixed  up 
two  questions  that  ought  to  be  kept  apart, 
if  help  from  us  wai  required  by  India, 
because  of  the  terrific  famine,  the  aid 
that  would  be  given  would  be  very  much 
larger  than  £30,000.  ["  Hear,  hear !"] 
On  the  other  hand,  to  remit  this  charge 
upon  India  would  be  to  n^ect  a  very 
important  fiscal  question  of  policy 
between  the  two  countries  in  regard  to 
the  employment  of  Indian  troops  in 
similar  cases  in  the  future.  ["Hear, 
hear  ! "]  While,  therefore,  he  had  every 
desire  to  consider  any  application  for  aid 
from  India — should  it  be  made — 
he  trusted  that  the  suggestaon  which  had 
been  made  would  not  be  proceeded  witii 
on  tJiat  occasion. 
Mr.  Labou^en, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
On  the  Ordo-  for  the  Second  Readii^ 
of  this  Bill. 

Dr.  FARQXTHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.)  said  he  thought  it  was  hardly 
respectful  to  the  Scotch  Members  that 
a  Bill  of  this  importance  should  be  moved 
at  that  hour  of  the  night.  He  hoped 
that  at  some  future  time  they  should 
have  some  more  comprehensive  statement 
than  they  had  at  present  as  to  the  objects 
of  the  Bill.  He  hoped  no  one  wndd 
think  that  he  had  any  intention  of 
obstructing  the  Measure,  the  provisuws 
of  which  on  tiie  whole  were  extremdy 
beneficial  and  practical.  But  the  Bill 
was  essentially  one  of  detail,  and  he 
hoped  at  a  future  time  therB  would  be 
sufficient  time  to  discuss  it  in  Committee. 
He  would  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  whethcr 
he  was  in  favour  of  a  proposal  whi<di  be 
had  upon  the  Paper,  to  refer  the  Bin  to 
a  Grand  Committee  composed  of  all  the 
Scotch  Members,  with  15  other  Members 
to  be  nominated  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection.  He  understood  that  the  pro> 
posal  of  the  Gtovernment  was  to  send 
this  Bill  to  the  Grand  Committee  on  Law^ 
but  he  thought  that  propoeaJ  was  entirdy 
inadequate  and  be  iJierefore  sbonld 
propose,  after  the  Second  Reading,  that 
the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  such  a 
Committee  as  he  had  indicated.  He  was 
sure  all  the  Scotch  Members  would  agree 
with  him  t^t  they  ought  to  have  a 
Committee  of  Uie  kind  he  had  mentioned, 
a  Committee  which  had  worked  admir* 
ably  in  the  past  and  which  would  work 
equally  w^  in  future. 
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Sir  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) was  satisfied  that  the  Bill  could 
only  be  passed  if  it  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  upstairs.  The  Measure  had 
been  before  the  House  in  many  forms 
and  on  many  occasionB.  He  had  sat 
on  many  Coinmittees  appointed  to  con- 
aider  i1^  and  it  was  his  wish  it  should 
pass.  The  prevuling  feeling  in  Scotland 
was  that  the  Bill  should  pass,  and, 
therefore,  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  R.  BUCHANAN  said  he 
considered  that  he  and  his  Scotch  col- 
leagues had  some  reason  to  complain  of 
the  way  in  which  Scotch  business  was 
treated.  This  was  a  Bill  of  171  clauses, 
and  its  Second  Beading  was  moved  with- 
out any  notice  to  Scotch  Members^  and 
in  tha  absence  of  the  Member  responsible 
for  Scotch  bnsiuess.  Last  year  the 
Bill,  which  was  mentioned  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  was  passed  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  but  the  Government  made  no 
attempt  to  pass  it  here.  This  year  it 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  but  was  introduced  the  first  day 
of  the  Session.  Scotch  Members  showed 
their  good  sense  in  not  making  any 
objection  to  ike  introduction  of  the  Bill, 
but  they  were  reasonable  in  expecting 
that  at  this  stage  tiie  Lord  Advocate 
would  be  present  to  explain  shortly  and 
clearly  the  substantial  alterations  of  the 
law  which  the  Bill  would  make.  The  law 
relating  to  public  health  in  Scotland  re- 
quired revision,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
constituencies  were  anxious  to  know  at 
this  stage  the  general  lines  of  the  reforms 
proposed  by  the  Bill.  The  Measure  had 
only  been  published  within  the  past 
week,  and  he  and  other  Members  had 
had  no  opportunity  of  consulting  ^eir 
constitaento  in  regard  to  it.  It  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  progress  of  business 
and  the  understanding  of  this  Bill  in 
the  House  and  the  countx'y,  if  either  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Lord 
Advocate  explained  the  principal  points 
of  the  Measure,  and  the  way  in  which 
the  proposals  a£fected  the  existing  law. 
Certainly,  if  the  Bill  was  to  pass  at  all,  it 
must  be  passed  by  a  Committee  on  which 
every  Sootch  Member  had  the  power 
to  rat  and  give  expression  to  his  views. 
If  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  oould 
assure  them  that  the  Bill  would  be  sent 


to  a  Committee  on  .which  all  Scotch 
Members  would  lie  represented,  adding 
fifteen,  or  any  other  number  of  Members 
he  might  think  right  and  proper  to  give 
expression  to  the  views  of  the  House, 
he  thought  they  might  take  Uie  Second 
Beading  of  die  Bill  wiUiout  further  dis- 
cnasioD.  [Criea  o/""  No  !  *']  ;  but  in  the 
absence  <^  any  explanation  by  the 
Minister  responsible  for  Scotch  affairs 
he  did  not  think  it  ri^t  and  proper  that 
the  Second  Reading  should  be  then  taken. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "] 

Mr.ALEXANDERCROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie)  was  sure  that  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  had  echoed  the 
feelings  of  Scotland  generally  when  they 
said  the  deepest  interest  was  felt  in 
this  Bill.  He  thought  that  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown  ought  to  explain  the  details 
of  this  elaborate  and  minute  Bill  to  the 
House.  The  Bill  was  one  which  could 
not  be  explained  on  general  principles. 
It  was  full  of  details,  and  in  the  interest 
of  business  and  of  Scotland  generally, 
he  hoped  the  House  would  allow 
the  Second  Reading  to  be  taken — 
[Cries  o/«No!"l— on  the  undei^ 
standing  that  the  Government  would 
arrange  that  all  Sootch  Members 
should  be  present  at  the  deliberations  <3i 
the  Committee.  He  did  not  desire  to 
intrude  himself  on  that  Committee  with 
any  Amendments.  He  did  not  belong  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  but  he 
had  received  a  number  of  communications 
with  reference  to  the  Bill  which  would 
make  it  necessary  for  him,  if  the  Bill 
was  to  be  referred  to  that  Committee,  to 
button-hole  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  to  impress  upon  them  the 
views  of  the  Scotch  people  in  regard  to 
this  matter.    [Hear,  hear ! "] 

Mr.  R.  B.  HALDANE  (Hadding- 
ton) said  that  undoubtedly  the  Bill  was. 
one  which  required  much  wnsideration, 
and  it  could  only  be  adequately  con- 
sidered in  a  Committee  composed  princi- 
pally of  Scotch  Members.  They  had  had 
no.  Second  Reading  explanation  of  the 
Bill,  and  it  was  not  too  much  to  ask  the 
Government  to  accede  to  the  appeal 
which  had  been  made  by  Members  on 
their  own  side  of  the  House  to  giye  a 
pledge  that  the  Bill  should  go  to  a 
Scotch  Committee.    Unless  that  pledge 
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was  given  the  QoTemment  oould  not  ex- 
pect to  get  the  Second  B«ading  of  such  a 
Bill  without  considerable  diaoiiasion. 
["Hear,  hear!"] 

Mr.  J.  H.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy, 
Burghs)  thoaght  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers had  reason  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  were 
treating  this  important  Bill.  The  Mea- 
sure had  been  discussed  throughout  the 
Thole  of  Scotland,  and  yet  there  was  not 
a  single  Minister  who  would  pay  the 
smallest  respect  to  Scotland---[M«er«] 
giving  any  explanation  of  the 
Bill  or  any  promise  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Scotch  Members  with  refer- 
eaoe  to  the  one  Scotdh  Bill  of  tiie  Session. 
He  oonld  not  complain  of  the  absence  of 
the  Lord  Advocate,  because  this  Bill 
had  come  on  somewhat  unexpectedly ; 
but  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  was 
a  Scotchman,  and  a  supporter  of  the 
Bill,  and  his  name  was  on  the  back  of  it, 
and  he  ought  not  to  have  left  the  House 
when  half-a-dozen  representative  Scotch 
Members  had  appealed  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  the  Committee  su^ested. 
That  was  the  way  Scotland  was  treated 
after  a  Genend  Etootion — ^they  woidd  not 
condescend  to  say  a  word  in  sappcnit  of 
their  own  Bill.  [Cheers.]  At  the 
General  Election,  they  were  promised 
nothing  but  Scotch  legislation-[ fau^Ater] 
— and  the  question  in  his  own  cotinty 
was,  how  much  Scotch  legislation  the 
Conservative  Party  were  going  to  give 
them  at  Westminster.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  having  in  view 
the  importance  of  the  Bill,  he  did 
not  think  they  were  asking  too  much 
in  requesting  an  explanation  of  its 
details,  and  for  a  promise  that  sudi  a 
Committee  as  the  Scotch  Members 
desired  would  be  appointed. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Fiklay,  Inverness  Burghs)  said 
that  any  differences  of  opinion  that 
existed  with  regard  to  the  Bill  were 
apparently  on  mere  matters  of  detail — 
{cries  of  "  No !  "1 — and  he  hoped  hon. 
Members  would  allow  the  Second  Read- 
ing to  be  taken.  [Cries  ^  **  No !"]  The 
oomposition  of  the  Ccnnmittee  would  be 
oonaidered  with  eveacy  desire  to  secure  a 
full  refuresentation  of  Scoiish  opinion. 

And  it  being  Midnight,  the  Debate 
stood  adjourned.  Debate  to  be  resumed 
upon  Monday  next. 

Mr.  B.  B.  Haktane. 


BERRIEW  SCHOOL  BUJL. 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday 
next. 


MILITAET  LANDS  ACT  (1892) 
AUENDUENT  BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Committee  deferred  till  Monday  next. 


MUNICIPAL    ELECTIONS  (IRELAND) 
(WOMEN)  BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day 17th  March. 


SHOP  ASSISTANTS 
(HALF-HOLIDAY)  BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Tuesday 
next. 


On  the  Motion  "That  this  House  do 
now  adjourn," 

Mb.  LCUGH  said  it  was  uuiouoced 
in  the  House  last  night  that  Monday 
would  be  devoted  to  getting  Mr.  Speaker 
out  of  the  Chair,  but  just  now  the  First 
Loni  said  they  would  take  the  Military 
Bands  Bill  on  Monday.  He  would  like 
to  know  whether,  if  they  did  not  come 
to  the  Military  Bands  Bill  on  Monday  it 
would  be  taken  on  Thursday  before  the 
Education  Bill. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanburt,  Preston) 
said  that  the  first  Order  aa  Monday 
would  be  (he  Army  Estimates,  with  the 
Speaker  in  the  Chair.  There  were  cer- 
tain Bills  put  down  in  the  ordinary  way 
to  follow  them,  but  he  did  not  aupposo 
they  would  be  reached. 


Hoiue  adjourned  at  Fivenunntea  after 
Twelve  o'clock  tiU  Monday  next 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  8th  February  1S97. 


INDIAN  FAMINE. 

♦Lord  KINNAIRD  asked  the  following 
questiona,  of  which  he  had  given 
private  notice  to  the  Government : 
lat.  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  in  a  position  to  affirm, 
or  contradict  the  statement  telegraphed 
on  the  2nd  inst.  by  Renter's  agent 
from  Raipur,  in  the  C«itral  Provinces, 
that  many  deaths  from  starvation 
had  ahready  taken  place,  that  many  per- 
sons were  on  the  brink  of  starvation,  and 
that  the  district,  with  a  population  of  one 
and  a-half  millions,  was  almost  without 
food  supplies?  2nd.  In  the  worst  districts 
of  each  of  the  affected  provinces,  what  was 
now  the  selling  price  of  grain  in  common 
us^  (a)  in  the  towns,  (b)  in  the  remote 
interior?  -Ird.  What  did  Her  Majesty's 
Government  consider  to  be  the  retail  sell- 
ing price  of  such  grain  which,  could  not  be 
passed  without  the  speedy  exhaustion  of 
the  cultivation  and  artisan  classes,  by 
which  is  meant  classes  above  the  unskilled 
wage-earning  labourer?  He  said  that  the 
statement  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  an- 
other place  on  Friday  last  remindeil  the 
country  of  an  awful  possibility.  If  the 
loss  of  life  was  estimated  at  5,800,000  in 
1877-8,  out  of  a  population  of  27,000,000, 
what  was  the  possibility  of  this  famine, 
affecting  nn  area  with  a  population  of 
40,000,000?  If  the  same  ratio  of  lives 
were  lost  the  number  would  reach!  the  ap- 
palling total  of  over  eight  millions.  He 
had  carefully  read  ovw  the  Govem- 
ment's  answer  to  the  questions  he  ad- 
dressed to  them  last  Monday,  and  he  con- 
sidered they  wholly  failed  to  answer  the 
facts  and  figures!  which  ho  ventured  to  put 
forward,  as  he  believed,  making  out  a 
cose  that  the  time  hod  arrived  when  they 
must  on  a  lai^  scale  store  grain,  and,  if 
necessary,  import  it  from  Burma  and  else- 
where. Th^  were  not  working  in  the 
dark,  without  precedent  to  guide  them. 
Of  the  principal  famines  of  this  century 
only  one  was  successfully  gri^pled  with, 
and  that  was  liOrd  Northbrook  and 
Sir  Richard  Temple,  and  the  other  officers 
working  under  them,  and  they  were  only 
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able  to  avert  horrible  destructiuu  of 
human  life  by  a  large  importation  of 
grain.  The  crux  of  the  whole  matter  was, 
would  private  trade  do  what  was  neces- 
sary t  Would  it  supply  grain  to  even  getr 
atrable  districts  at  a  possible  price?  This 
necessary  help  must,  as  the  Lieut.- 
Govemor  of  Bengal  had  sold,  come  by 
grain  imported  from  across  the  sea.  The 
optimistic  prophecies  and  promises  of  the 
Government  that  they  would  prevent  loss 
of  life  had  already  been  falsified.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  now  admitted  that  the  situa- 
tion in  the  Central  Provinces  was  serious. 
Reuter's  Agency  telegraphed  the  serious 
news  that  an  area  of  12,000  miles  and  a 
population  of  1 ,500,000  people  was  almost 
without  food  supply.  He  was  introduced  to 
a  gentleman  that  day  who  had  heea.  38 
years  in  India,  32  of  which  wore  spent  in 
the  Goveniment  service.  He  left  Bombay 
on  Dec^ber  14,  and  he  admitted  that 
planters,  merchants,  importers  and  others 
who  knew  the  country  well,  estimated 
that  up  to  November  14  there  had 
been  250,000  deaths  from  practically 
starvation  throughout  the  famine  area. 
In  the  Central  Provinces  there  was  an- 
otho*  burning  question,  the  supply  of  seed 
grain,  which  neither  landlords  nor  ten- 
ants were  able  to  get.  Did  the  Govem- 
m^t  intrad  to  provide  seed  for  the  next 
harvest  under  the  Famine  Code  ?  Papers 
dated  January  13  from  Calcutta  gave  an 
account  of  a  meeting  of  the  Bengal  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  The  Committee  of  that 
body  said :  — ■ 

"  Having  regard  to  tbe  widespread  etFect  of 
the  present  scarcity,  the  Committee  have  been 
impresaed  by  the  high  range  of  prices  through- 
out the  Province  of  Bei^l.  Even  in  places 
where  the  crop  has  not  wholly  failed,  prices  of 
food  staffs  aje  far  in  excess  of  anything  mark- 
ing besinnitu  of  scarcity  in  1674  or  in 
18S6.  This  high  range  of  wholesale  prices 
means  a  very  considerably  higher  retail  price  to 
the  people,  so  that  the  effect  of  tlie  demand 
for  food  in  the  afflicted  tracts,  and  in  the 
tracts  where  crops  have  notoriously  failed, 
has  led  the  Committee  to  infer  that  stocks 
throughout  the  country  are  low." 

The  British  Indian  Association,  which  al- 
ways spoke  with  authority,  had  also  ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction  that  steps  hod  not 
been  taken  to  secure  an  adequate  store  of 
grain  which  could  be  utilised  at  short 
notice.  This,  th^  bdieved,  could  only 
be  done  1^  the  Government,  so  that,  in 
the  event  of  a  crisis,  it  might  be  used  in 
outlying  districts.  With  reference  to 
questions  2  and  3,  he  ventured  to  think 
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nn  assurance  was  required  from  the  Gov- 
emment  that,  whenever  the  mte  rose  to 
181b8.  per  rupee,  direct  orders  should  be 
piven  that  importer!  frrnin  would  be 
brought  into  the  district :  for  it  wns  nn 
established  fact  in  famine  historr,  that  it 
waa  impossible  for  the  rate  to  be  18IbB. 
per  rupee  of  groin  in  common  use  for  long 
without  the  death  of  millions,  as  in 
Orissa  and  Southern  India.  Private  trade 
was  sure  to  be  busy  about  and  in 
seaports  and  the  main  lines  of  rail- 
way, and  might  possibly  do  all  that  was 
wanted  there.  It  did  so  in  Behar,  send- 
ing; in  to  the  distressed  parts  50,000  tons 
a  month.  This  fact  showed  how  futile 
all  the  assertions  were  that  the  Gov- 
ernment by  their  importing  largely — 
altogether  about  500,000  tons — crushed 
out  of  activity  private  trade.  It  im- 
ported again  in  Southern  India,  when  it 
threw  into  the  distrejised  parts  of  Madras 
and  Bombay  100,000  tons  a  month  ;  but 
that  grain  never  got  into  the  remote 
parts.  Tho  prices  prevailing  along 
the  lino  of  rail  were  high  enoi^jh  to 
wable  traders  to  make  a  profit,  and 
all  they  could  brijig  wina  greedily  ab- 
sorbed on  the  main  line.  Tnulers,  there- 
fore, had  no  mind  to  face  the  difficulties 
and  risks  of  the  furthw  journey  into  the 
remote  parts.  This  was  no  conjecture, 
for  he  had  seen  private  letters  from  the 
Central  Provinces  which  arrived  last 
week,  speaking  of  terrible  ftcenea  and 
dtiiths  from  starvation.  He  had  received 
a  letter  speaking  of  a  district  some  miles 
from  a  town  or  nulway,  in  which  the  dis- 
tress was  very  acute  throughout  the  vil- 
lages. At  prescTit  there  were  no  relief 
works  in  those  villages,  and  no  possibility 
of  getting  Government  assistance.  The 
action  of  the  Government  in  discouraging 
private  charity  had  -made  it  difficult  to 
eollect  funds,  and  the  Mansion  House 
Fund  was  entirely,  it  was  believed,  in  tha 
hands  of  tho  Govenunent  for  disposal.  The 
dirtieulty  was  that  the  Government  either 
had  no  information  or  thought  it  well 
to  follow  the  advice  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  that  the  Indian  Government 
should  have  a  free  hand  and  not  be  inter- 
fered with  or  trouble<l  with  questions. 
He  was  not  making  any  complaints 
against  any  officials,  who  were  doing 
most  self-denying  hard  work  and 
using  every  endeavour  to  save  life. 
J^ord  Kinnainl, 


I  He  only  hoped  that  many  would 
I  not  give  way  under  the  strain,  u 
I  one  noble  worker  had  done — a  Deputy- 
Commissioner  who  died  of  brain  fever 
from  the  strain  put  on  him  by  the  famine, 
I  constantly  saying,  "  These  people  are 
dying,  and  I  cannot  save  than."  What 
the  country  would  require  of  the  Govern- 
ment was,  not  assurances  and  promises 
but  facta  justifying  tho  statements  put 
forward,  that  the  Government  of  India 
was  never  in  so  favourable  a  position  for 
combating  famine.  Many  high  authori- 
ties took  the  oppowte  view,  for  prices  had 
been  for  some  years  at  an  exhausting 
figure,  and  now  the  scarcity  and  increased 
deamees  were  more  widespread  than  ever 
had  been  the  case  before.  Stocks  were 
not  coming  forward  as  expected,  and  the 
landlords  arid  people  with  we^th  were 
clinging  to  their  supplies. 
*Thb  under  secretary  of  STATE 
FOR  INDIA  (the  Earl  of  Onslow)  :  The 
noble  Lord  has  not  confined  himself  to 
asking  (luestions,  but  liaa  given  your 
Ijonlships  a  certain  amount  of  informa- 
tion and  has  passed  some  criticism  on  the 
action  of  the  Viceroy  and  his  Govari- 
ment,  and  perhaps  your  Lordships  will 
foi^ive  me  if,  before  I  address  mywlf  to 
answering  the  questions  of  the  noble 
Ijord,  I  deal  for  a  moment  with  what  he 
has  said.  In  tho  first  place,  I  am  not 
aware  thiit  the  Government  of  Lonl  Elgin 
hnn  at  any  time  made  any  promise  or 
statement  that  the  Government  would  be 
alile  to  prevent  entirely  loss  of  life.  I 
think  tho  statement  made  was  that 
the  Government  had  recognised  that 
It  should  1>e  in  such  a  position 
that  no  persons  need  of  necessity  lose 
their  lives ;  and  I  would  point  out  that 
there  is  a  considerable  difference  between 
the  two  propositions.  The  noble  Lord 
has  said  that  he  has  been  informed  that 
in  one  particular  district  there  have  been 
250,000  deaths  from  famine.  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  contradict  the  assertion 
nuide  by  the  noble  Lord,  but  I  can  say 
this — that  if  it  should  hereafter  prove  to 
be  corroborated  and  shown  to  be  correct, 
I  should  be  very  much  surprised,  because 
it  is  quite  in  opposition  to  all  the  informa- 
tion wo  have  received ;  and  when  the 
noble  Lord  asks  me  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  can  affirm  or  contra- 
dict what  has  been  reported  by  Reuter*B 
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agent  at  Raipur,  I  can  only  assure  him 
that  it  is  quite  contrary  to  the  inforinn- 
tion  we  have  received.    I  am  not  myself 
in  »  position  to  say  what  the  number  of 
deaths  at  Itaipur  may  have  been,  but  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  communicated 
with  the  Government  of^India.  by  tele- 
graph, and  I  shall  be  p;lad  to  hand  to 
my  noble  Friend  a  copy  of  the  reply  as 
soon  as  it  is  received.    The  noble  Lord 
has  asked  me  a  number  of  other  ques- 
tions, some  of  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
answer  in  a  general  way.    The  noble 
Lord  asks  me  what  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment consider  to  be  the  retail  selling 
price  of  grain  which  cannot  be  passed 
without  the  speedy  eihaustion  of  the  cul- 
tivator and  artisan  classes,  by  which  is 
meant  classes  above  the  unskilled  wage- 
earninfr  labourer.    If  the  noble  Lord  will 
refer  to  the  Keport  of  the  Famine  Com- 
missioners he  will  see  that  the  actual 
price  of  grain  in  a  particular  district  is 
not  really  controlled  by  the  necessities  of 
the  population  or  the  power  of  the  popu- 
lation to  purchase.    The  Commissioners 
say  that  it  is  a  well-asc«*taiued  fact  that 
prices  which  will  be  regarded  as  indicat- 
ing a  state  of  famine  in  one  part  of  the 
country  are  quite  compatible  with  a  state 
of  undistxu-bed   prosperity  in  another. 
As  to  what  are  the  prices  now  obtaining 
in  different  parts  of  India,  I  can  only 
answer  that  by  referring  to  the  prices  in 
the  particular  district  to  which  the  noble 
Lorcl  has  referred.    On  December  31, 
1896,  rice  and  wheat  were  obtainable  in 
Raipur  at  the  rate  of  10  seers  per  rupee, 
while  on  the  same  date  in  1895,  before 
famine  prices  existed,  rice  was  obtainable 
at  the  rate  of  16  seers  per  rupee,  atid 
wheat  at  the  rate  of  16^  seers  per  rupee ; 
so  that  the  noble  Lord  will  see  that  the 
price  has  risen  from  16  seers  to  the 
rupee  to  10.    Before  I  sit  down  I  should 
like  to  read  part  of  a  telegram  received 
from  the  Viceroy  to-day,  which,  I  think, 
will  go  a  long  way  to  allay  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the  supplies 
being  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  India 
to-day.    The  Viceroy  says :  — - 

"  Our  latest  infortnatioQ  is  generally  reassur- 
ing. Steady  prices  generally,  and  fall  which 
has  now  began  in  Punjab  and  N.W.  Provinces, 
and  sufficiency  of  visiDle  supplies  for  daily  re- 
quirements, are  favourable  inaications.  Punjab 
prices  reported  15  to  20  per  cent  lower  than 
two  months  affo.  Apprehension  of  failure  of 
•tockii  would  be  indicated  by  rise  of  prices. 
Spring  crops  promise  well  in  Northern  India 


I  and  HinduBUin,  ami  oujjlit  to  add  amsiderably 
I  tn  existiny  stockH.      Sufficiency  of  exiBting 
;  Ktncks    for    all    pixiliable   emn-gencies  not 
1  cjipable  of  pre^iiae  quantitative  answer,  but 
'  no  reason  It  doubt  correctneas  of  policy  affinned 
in  your  dispatch  No.  10  of  Jan.  15,  that  trade 
as  a  whole  can  supply  food  demand  better  and 
more  effectively  than  Oovemment" 

I  think  that  in  that  answer  I  shall  have 
given  the  noble  Lord  some  assurance  that 
the  Government  of  India  are  satisfied  that 
the  policy  they  have  adopted  and  intend 
to  carry  out  is  one  which  will  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  situation. 

House  Adjourned  at  a  Quarter  before 
Five  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a 
Quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  8th  February  1897. 


QUEST10Ni<. 


FOREIGN-MADE  PRISON  GOODS. 

Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  when  he  proposes  to 
introduce  the  Bill  for  the  exclusion  of 
the  goods  made  in  the  pi-isons  of  other 
countries  promised  in  Her  Majesty's 
Most  Gracious  Speech,  and  if  he  will 
take  care  to  press  it  forward  sufficiently 
early  in  the  Session  to  avoid  its  being 
subsequently  shelved  for  want  of  time  ? 

The  president  oy  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  C.T.Ritchie,  Croydon): 
I  am  not  able  at  present  to  state  when  I 
shall  introduce  the  Bill,  but  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  long  delayed. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  Will  my 
right  hon.  Friend  make  it  as  soon  as 
possible  % 

Mb.  RITCHIE ;  Yes,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  long  delayed. 

POST  OFFICE  SA^^NGS  BANK. 
ACCOUNTS. 

Mb.  J.'G.WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
if  he  will  state  howmany  accounts  in  the 
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Post  Office  SaTingH  Bank  showed,  on  iJbe ' 
31st  December  1^95,  a  balance  not  ex- 
ceeding j£50,  in  bow  many  accounts  the 
balanoe'  was  over  £50  and  not  exceeding 
£100,  and  in  how  many  over  £100! 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA  - 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hasbubv,  Preston)  : 
The  number  of  accounta  in  the  Poet 
Office  Savings  Bank  on  December  31st, 
1895,  with  balances  not  exceeding  £50 
was  5,858,191 ;  with  balances  over  £50 
but  not  exceeding  £100,  346,463;  and 
with  bahuces  over  £100,  248,943. 

i 

POSTAL  AND  TELEGRAPH  SERVICES  ' 

(REV-ENUE).  i 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre-  \ 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  if  he  will  state  bow 
much  of  the  net  revenue  of  £3,632,122 
deriTed  from  the  combined  Postal  and 
Tel^raph  services  for  the  year  1895-6 
was  contributed  by  England,  Wales, 
Bcotliuid,  and  Ireland,  respectively  % 

Mb.  UANBURY:  The  amount 
named  by  the  hem.  Member  is  not  net 
revenue,  as  it  includes  work  doiie  for 
Government  departments,  in  respect  of 
which  no  money  is  received.  I  do  not 
know  what  he  means  by  the  phrase 
"contributed."  All  that  is  known  is  the 
amount  "  collected  "  in  any  country  and 
the  amount  "  expended  "  in  such  country, 
but  the  amount  collected  docs  not  bear 
any  necessary  proportion  to  the  amount 
actually  expended.  For  instance,  2^d. 
collected  for  a  foreign  letter  may  repre- 
sent at  least  3d.  expended  whereas  Id. 
collected  for  an  inland  letter  may  repre- 
sent ranch  less  than  Id.  expended  in  re- 
spect thereof  by  the  Post  Office.  Simi- 
larly the  amounts  expended  in  any 
country  by  the  Post  Office  do  not  ac- 
curately represent  the  cost  incurred  in 
respect  of  that  country.  The  cost  of  the 
Irish  packet  service  for  instance  is  all 
paid  in  London.  The  accounts  of  money 
collected  and  expended  in  England  (in- 
cluding Wales)  Scotland  and  Ireland  are 
to  be  found  on  pp.  12  and  34  of  Farlia- 
mentaty  Paper  336  of  1896. 


IlirOItTATION  OF  sruiiTs 
(SlEIlItA  LEONE). 

Adhiral  field  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Coloni&s  whether  he  can 


Mr.  J.  G.  Weir. 


see  his  way  to  take  aay  actioa  to  pat  • 
stop  to  the  imputation  of  the  inferior 
sfttrit  at  Sierra  Leone,  complained  of  bj 
the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary  in  Colonial 
Report  No.  160,  Sierra  X«oae,  ianed  in 
1896,  and  described  in  page  3  as  produ- 
cing terrible  efifects  upon  consnmos  vbo 
are  our  collectors  and  growers  of  oar  pro- 
duce for  export,  and  being  sach  u  is 
ooamumly  used  by  punters  as  drien  in 
lieu  of  turpentine  t 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Michael  Hicks  Bxach. 
Bristol,  W.),  replying  in  the  abseow 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain :  I  hope  to  be  verr 
shortly  in  a  position  to  lav  before  the 
House  all  the  papers  relating  to  tlr 
general  question  of  the  laqui^  Tnftc 
in  West  Africa. 


FINNER  RIFLE  RANGE 
(COrNTY  DONEGAL). 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kil- 
kenny) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre t&rr 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  awe 
that  on  the  piece  oi  land  recently  takes 
by  the  War  Office  for  the  conatxnctiond 
a  rifle  range  at  Finner,  county  Donegd, 
a  cairn  of  great  antiquity,  which  is  bui 
in  great  veneration  by  the  people  of  the 
district,  and  is  believed  to  contain  tbe 
ashes  of  some  Irish  chiefs,  is  b^n; 
demolished  and  the  material  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  range  ;  and,  whether, 
as  this  cairn  stands  on  the  highest  partu 
the  lands  and  would  not  in  any  way  int«r- 
fere  with  its  use,  and  as  the  necessary 
material  can  be  got  elsewhere  in  the 
neighbourhood,  he  will  instruct  tbe 
military  authorities  to  stop  further 
demolition  of  the  cairn  % 

Thb  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  k 
THB  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powni 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  :  A  report  kM 
now  been  received  from  Finner,  and  ii 
appears  that  there  is  no  cairn  at  all  fc 
the  range,  but  a  natural  limestone  for*- 
ation  from  which  some  twdve  esl* 
yards  of  loose  stones  were  taken.  It  i> 
added  that  there  is  in  the  neaghboarfaop^ 
a  small  cromlech  known  as  MaMoai'* 
grave  which  is  an  object  of  local  TtM^ 
ation.  This  ia  100  yards  fran  tlr- 
supposed  cairn,  and  has  not  boa 
touched. 
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ST.  HELENA. 

Admiral  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repi"esent- 
ing  the  Postmaster  General,  why  the 
high  rate  of  postage  of  6d.  per  letter  at 
St.  Helena  is  maintained  instead  of  2^. 
as  in  all  other  of  oar  Colonial  poasessioos ; 
and  whether  in  view  oi  the  great  pov- 
erty of  the  population  genen^ly,  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Acting  Governor  in 
the  matter  of  Utia  excess  of  postal  charge 
will  be  accepted,  aa  pointed  out  in  page  5, 
Colonial  Report,  No.  176,  St.  Helena, 
for  1895,  issued  last  yearl 

Mb.  HANBURY  :  My  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  is  advocating  a  reform 
which  was  carried  into  effect  several 
months  ago.  On  the  Ist  of  October  last 
the  postage  on  letters  from  St.  Helena 
was  reduced  from  6d.  to  2id.  per  half 
ounce. 

AoaiiBAL  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
Colonial  Report,  No.  176,  St.  Helena, 
for  1895,  issued  last  year,  where,  at  page 
6,  the  Acting  Governor  calls  attention 
to  tho  fact  of  the  growing  increase  of 
the  female  population  over  the  male 
owing  to  the  emigration  of  the  young 
men  to  Cape  Colony,  and  points  out  the 
desire  of  many  young  women  to  proceed 
to  the  Cape  as  domestic  servants ;  and 
whether  under  the  circumstances,  he  can 
suggest  to  the  High  Commissioner  at  the 
Cape  to  endeavour  to  arrange  with  the 
Cape  Government  to  offer  assisted  pass- 
ages from  St.  Helena  to  respectaljlo  girls 
to  enable  them  to  procee<l  to  Cape 
Colony  where  tlie  males  arc  in  excess  of 
the  females  1 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER: I  am  in  communication 
with  the  Agent  General  for  the  Cape 
Colony  on  this  subject,  and  shall  be  glad 
if  it  is  possible  to  make  some  arrange- 
ment such  as  is  suggested  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member. 


EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND). 

Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
Co.,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Committees 
consisting  of  ex-offido  and  elected  guar- 
dians were  appointed  in  the  Poor  Iaw 


Unions  of  Mallow,  Fermoy,  and  Mitchels- 
town  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring 
to  bring  about  settlements  between 
evicted  tenants  and  landlords  in  these 
unions  under  sections  46  and  47  of  the 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896 ;  and  if 
he  will  ascertain  from  the  clerks  of  those 
several  unions  how  many  evicted  tenants 
have  been  reinstated  in  their  holdings 
through  the  efforts  of  these  Committees, 
and  how  many  laiullords  have  eithor 
declined  their  mediation  or  failed  to 
reply  to  the  invitation  extended  to  them 
by  tiiese  Conciliation  Committees  t 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fou  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  Committees  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  in  the  Question  were 
not  created  under  the  authority  oi  any 
provision  contained  in  the  Act  of  last 
year,  and  though  I  believe  it  is  true  that 
Committees  were  formed  in  certain  local- 
ities for  the  purpose  indicated,  I  have 
no  effective  means  at  my  disposal  of 
obtaining  official  information  as  to  the 
proceedings  of  such  bodies  as  is  sug- 
gested in  the  Question.  There  have  been 
no  settlements  effected  with  evicted 
tenantsunder  the  Act  in  either'  of  the 
Poor  Law  Unions  mentioned. 

Mk.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) 
asked  whether,  in  view  of  total  failure  of 
this  Clause  to  effect  the  object  which 
Parliament  had  in  view,  ho  would  intro- 
duce any  fresh  legislation  this  Session  t 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  No,  Sir, 
I  cannot  undertake  to  introduce  any 
fresh  legislation  this  Session.  I  think 
we  ought  at  all  events  to  wait  until  the 
time  when  that  particular  provision  ex> 
pires  before  deciding  whether  any  fur- 
ther legislation  is  necessary. 

Mr.  WILIiTAM  ABRAHAM  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
not  aware  that  the  clerks  of  the  unions 
were  also  secretaiies  of  the  Committees, 
and  that  therefore  there  would  bo  no 
difficulty  in  getting  the  information  he 
sought. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.)  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  had  con- 
sidered the  desirability  of  obtaining 
arbitration  Courts  with  compulsory 
powers  for  dealing  with  these  coses. 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not 
think  Uiat  would  be  desirable. 
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SCHOOL  TEXT  BOOKS  (SCOTLAJ^D.) 

Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  in  the  schools  in  Welsh -speaking 
districte  in  Wales  text  books  in  Welsh 
and  English  are  used,  the  Scottish 
Education  Department  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  adopting  text  books  in 
English  and  Gaelic  in  the  schools  of 
Gadic-speakingdistriots  of  the  H^^hlands 
and  Islands  of  Scotland  ? 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The 
adoption  of  text  books  does  not  rest 
with  tho  Education  Department,  but 
primarily  with  the  managers  of  schools. 
Should  the  use  of  such  books  as  the  hon. 
Member  refers  to  be  proposed  by  the 
managers  of  any  schools,  the  Depart- 
ment would  consider  whether  it  would 
be  expedient  to  sanction  them. 

Mr.  WEIR  asked  if  tho  hon.  and 
learned  Member  was  aware  that  these 
text  books  were  only  allowed  to  pupil 
teachers  in  CJaelic  schools  in  the  High- 
lands whereas  in  Wales  the  scholars  had 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  said  he  had 
nothing  to  add  to  the  answer  be  had 
already  given. 

Mr.  weir  said  he  would  put  another 
question  on  the  subject. 

NORTH  SEA  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  T^rd 
Advocate  whether  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board of  tlie  Island  of  Lewis  is  included 
in  the  North  Sea  Convention  1 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  :  No,  Sir. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar) :  I  beg 
to  ask  tbe  Secretary  for  Scotland,  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  taken 
any  steps  to  ascertain  tbe  views  of  the 
Foreign  Powers,  who  are  signatories  of 
the  North  Sea  Convention,  in  regard  to 
an  agreement  as  to  the  extension  of  the 
trawling  limit  upon  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland  1 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS, 
(Mr,  G.  CuRZON,  Lancashire,  Southport)  : 
The  matter  referred  to  is  engaging  the 
earnest  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government ;  but  until  a  decision  has 
been  arrived  at  on  the  whole  question, 
which  involves  points  of  great  difficulty, 
no  case  arises  for  addressing  a  communi- 
cation to  any  Foreign  Goveniment. 


VACCINATION  LAWS. 

General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Boud  whether  it  u  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  take  any 
action  with  reference  to  the  Vafscinataon 
Laws  this  Session  1 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Hesbv 
Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)  :  I  have 
carefully  considered  this  quesUon  since 
the  Ruyol  Commission  reported  in  Sep- 
tember last.  The  Royal  Commission 
recommended  that,  amongst  other  things, 
a  further  investigation  should  be  made 
into  the  effect  of  the  storage  of  vaccine 
lymph  in  glycerine.  I  took  an  early 
opportunity  of  instructing  Dr.  Thome, 
the  medical  officer  of  the  Board,  and  Dr. 
Copeman  to  visit  certain  foreign  cities 
in  order  to  study  and  report  on  the  more 
modem  methods  adopted  abroad  as  to 
tbe  preparation,  storage,  and  distribution 
of  glycerinlsed  calf  lymph,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  results.  These  officers  have 
visited  Paris,  Brussels,  Berlin,  Dresden, 
and  Cologne  for  the  purpose,  but  their 
inquiry  is  not  yet  completed,  and  their 
report,  therefore,  has  not  yet  been  sub- 
mitted to  me.  I  may  say  this,  however, 
that  on  the  information  before  me  I  liave 
already  come  to  this  conclusion — Uiat 
any  alteration  of  the  lav  will  most 
certainly  involve  an  important  and 
radical  change  in  the  matter  of  lymph 
supply,  and  will  necessitate  conaequen^y 
a  very  considerable  modification  in  the 
system  of  public  vaccination.  The  hon. 
Member  will  see  tbat  no  time  has  been 
lost  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
since  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
was  published,  and  I  am  quite  alive  to 
the  importance  of  this  question. 


MALL  (CONDITtON  OF  KOAD). 

Mr.  C.  J.  MONK  (Gloucester) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  state  of  the  road  between 
Marlborough  House  and  Buckingham 
Palace ;  whether  immediate  steps  will 
be  taken  to  repair  the  same :  and, 
whether  he  has  considered  the  desiralnlity 
of  continuing  the  wood  pavement  between 
Marlborough  House  and  Bnckingfaam 
Gat«1 
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The  first  COMMIStilONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akbrs-Douolas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  I  am  aware  that  this 
road  is  not  at  present  in  good  condition. 
It  has  been  the  custom  to  repair  it  twice 
a  year  (April  and  September)  but  the 
baffic  has  been  growing  so  considerably, 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  mend  the 
road  at  shorter  intervals  in  future.  I 
propoHt)  to  have  the  work  done  now  as 
soon  OS  possible.  I  am  now  considering 
the  question  of  laying  down  wood  paving 
on  this  portion  of  the  roadway. 


DISl'liESS  (USTOWEL  L'NIOX). 

Mr.  MICHAEL  AUSTIN  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
has  received  a  resolution  from  the 
Listowel  Board  of  Guardians,  directing 
attention  to  the  distress  existing  among 
the  labouring  classes  in  several  parts  of 
the  Union,  owing  to  the  want  of  employ- 
ment and  the  almost  total  failure  of  the 
potato  crop ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of 
this  state  of  affairs,  the  Government  will 
see  the  necessity  that  exists  of  opening 
relief  works  in  the  district  mentioned  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  have 
received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  referred 
to.  Careful  inquiries  which  have  been 
mode  OS  to  the  condition  of  the  poorer 
classes  in  the  Listowel  Union  do  not 
point  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will 
become  necessary  to  supplement  the 
resources  of  the  poor  law  by  the  opening 
of  relief  works. 


JIILITAKY  WORKS  BILL. 

Mr.  monk  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
explain  to  the  House  the  principle  upon 
which  grants  will  be  made  towuds 
acquiring  new  rifle  ranges  out  of  the 
X500,000  to  be  devoted  to  that  purpose ; 
and,  by  whom  applicutions  for  grants 
should  be  made  to  the  War  Office  % 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  There  is  no  intention 
of  making  any  grants  out  of  this  fund. 
Its  object  ia  the  purchase  in  the  several 
districts  of  ranges  at  which  the  regular 
troops  and  the  Militia  can  safely  practice 
with  the  Lee-Metford  rifle.  Where 
ranges  so  acquired  are  conveniently 
situated  for  use  by  Volunteers,  every 


fucility  for  shooting  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions will  be  given  to  them. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Monk,  , 

Mr.  brodrick  said  he  could  not 
say  anything  as  to  the  locality  in  which 
ranges  would  be  purchased. 

Mr.  T.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I 
b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  Paper  giving  the 
details  of  the  proposed  expenditure  for 
defence  works  and  ranges  provided  in 
the  Military  Works  (Money)  Bill,  giving 
similar  particulars  to  tha%  which  had 
been  provided  with  regard  to  barracks, 
before  proceeding  with  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill ;  and,  whether,  if  he 
will  not  furnish  Papers,  lie  will  now  say 
at  what  precise  j>laces  the  proposed  ex- 
penditure on  the  fortification  of  London 
is  to  be  made,  and  what  is  the  exact 
nature  of  the  works  to  be  undertaken  % 

Mk.  brodrick  :  It  would  not  !« 
for  the  public  interest  that  details  of  the 
intended  defence  wtirks  should  be  given. 
The  Government  propose  to  follow  the 
course  adopted  with  the  consent  of  Par- 
liament in  1888  and  only  to  show  the 
amount  to  lie  expended  in  the  schedule 
to  the  Bill.  The  general  character  of  the 
proposed  works  was  exi)lained  in  intro- 
ducing the  resolution.  As  regards  ranges, 
the  list  of  stations  at  which  they  are  to 
be  provided  could  not  be  given  without 
largely  increasing  the  cost.  In  reference 
to  the  allusion  in' the  question  to  the 
"fortification  of  Ijcmdon,"  I  would  ex- 
plain to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  works 
proposed  are  merely  a  continuation  of 
those  which  have  been  for  some  years  in 
progress — viz.,  the  preparation  of  centres 
for  a  system  of  fleld  defences  which  could 
be  thrown  up  on  emergency.  They  in- 
clude, as  has  already  bmu  stated,  store- 
houses for  the  tools  and  ammunition 
necessary  for  the  troops  to  be  stationed 
at  these  points. 

BARRACKS  ACT  1890. 
Mr.  lough  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  furnish  to  the  House  additional 
particulars  showing  how  much  has  been 
expended  under  the  Barracks  Act  1890, 
setting  out  the  structures  that  have  been 
completed,  and  giving  in  each,  cose  an 
estiiuato  of  the  cost  which  it  will  be 
necessary  to  incur  to  complete  the  works 
under  the  new  BipKb&re  the  House  f 
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Mb.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I  shall  be 
plad  to  give  a  Return  showing  by  stations 
tlie  expenditure  to  the  end  of  1896  under 
the  Barracks  Act  of  1890,  if  the  hon. 
Member  thinks  right  to  move  it.  Alt 
structures  oommenced  under  the  loan  of 
1890  will  be  completed  under  it;  but 
any  additional  buildings  required  to  com- 
plete the  schemes  will  be  prorided  under 
the  new  Bill. 

Mr.  lough  asked  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  state  whether,  before  the  Bill 
was  proceeded  with,  another  account  of 
the  expenditure  under  the  Barracks  Act 
of  1890  would  be  furnished,  because  the 
one  that  is  in  existence  is  very  old  T 

Mb.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  That  looks 
very  much  like  a  question  of  which  1 
had  better  have  notice. 

Mr.  VESET  KNOX  (Londonderry) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  why  no  provision  is  made  either 
in  the  Military  Works  Act  or  in  the 
Estimates  for  the  contemplated  barrncks 
at  Londonderry;  and,  what  is  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  commencing  work  ? 

Mb.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Provision 
for  the  barracks  at  Londonderry  is  made 
in  the  Barracks  Act  of  1890,  under  which 
the  works  will  be  completed.  The  delay 
which  has  arisen  is  in  consequence  of  the 
great  difficultjr  experienced  in  obtaining 
possession  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
ground  on  which  tlw  new  buildings  are 
to  be  erected.  Steps  are  being  taken 
to  fix  *a  value  of  this  fjround  by  arbitra- 
tion under  the  Lands  Clauses  Act. 

Mb.  J.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.^  asked  would  the  hon.  Gentleman  take 
care  before  the  work  commenced  that  the 
stone  for  the  building  should  be  obtained 
from  the  Don^;al  quarries. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

NORTHAMPTON  PRISON 
{ADVERTISEMENTS). 

Mr.  H.  LABOTJCHERE  (North" 
amp(on)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  advertisementb 
inviting  tenders  for  supplying  with  goods 
the  prison  at  Northampton  are  inserted 
in  London  and  Birmingham  newspapers 
but  not  in  the  newspapers  published  at 
Northampton  ;  would  he  explun  what  is 
the  reason  for  this  ;  and  whether  he  will 
see  that  these  adrertisements  are  henco" 
forward  published  in  the  local  journals  1 
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The  secretary  or  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  lancashire, 
Blackpool) :  The  advertisements  are 
not,  as  the  hon.  Member's  Questiim 
suggests,  for  Northampton  prison  alone, 
but  for  the  whole  of  the  prisons 
of  England  and  Wales ;  and  bong 
lengthy  and  expensive,  are  for  eoonomy'B 
sake  inserted  only  in  trade  jonmaU  <il 
general  circulation,  and  in  the  news- 
papers which  have  the  widest  circulation 
in  the  various  parts  of  the  country.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  consider  the  claim  of 
any  Northampton  Journal  to  belong  to 
either  of  tliese  classes  of  papers. 

IRISH  MAILS. 

Mr.  JAMES  ROCHE  (Kerry,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  if,  having  regard  to  the  refwln- 
tiona  passed  by  various  public  bodies  in 
Killarney  and  Tralee,  copies  of  which 
have  reached  him,  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  very 
irre^lar  maimer  in  which  the  mails  hare 
been  delivered  in  those  towns  for  the 
last  few  years,  he  will  communicate  with 
the  Great  Soutli  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany and  endeavour  to  get  the  mails 
forwarded  from  Mallow  Junction  to 
Killarney  and  Tralee  in  a  more  expedi- 
tious manner  than  at  present  ? 

Mr.  HAKBURY:  The  resolutions 

referred  to  will  receive  consideration. 
There  are,  however,  grave  objections  to 
increasing  the  number  of  stops  of  the 
Dublin  and  Cork  day  mail  trains,  which 
would  of  course  unfavourably  affect  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  mail  at 
Cork.  Even  if  the  Dublin  and  Cork 
trains  stop  at  Mallow,  it  is  not  clear 
that  the  Company  would  desire  to  put  on 
trains  to  and  from  Tralee  in  connection 
therewith  for  their  ordinary  traffic,  and 
the  Post  Office  would  not  be  justified 
in  paying  for  special  trains  for  the 
service. 

Captain  DONELAN:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
any  arrangements  have  yet  been  made 
with  the  Irish  Railway  Companies,  so 
as  to  enable  him  to  give  the  new  mail 
time  table  to  Cmk.  and  Belfast 
respectively  ? 
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Mr.  HANBURY:  The  revision  of 
the  houru  of  the  day  mail  trains  from 
Dublin  to  Cork,  Belfast,  etc.,  was 
necessarily  postponed  till  tlie  time  table 
between  London  and  Dublin  was 
definitely  settled.  It  is  now  under 
consideration,  but  it  lias  not  been  poasible 
in  the  short  time  which  has  elapsed  to 
make  any  definite  arrangement. 

Captain  DONELAN:  May  I  ask 
whether,  in  making  these  arrangements, 
will  due  consideration  be  paid  to  the 
resolution  recently  forwarded  to  the  Post- 
master General  by  the  Cork  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Shipping,  "directing 
attention  to  the  needless  delays  that 
now  occur  on  the  loop  line  in  Dublin  and 
in  backing  in  and  out  of  Eingsbridge 
station  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  have  not  seen 
it,  but  I  have  no  doubt  due  attention 
will  bo  given  to  it. 

Mr.  KNOX:  May  I  ask  whether,  in 
preparing  this  time  table,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  take  the  opportunity  of 
laying  it  before  the  representatives  of 
the  Cork,  Derry,  and  Belfast  Chambers 
of  Commerce. 

Mr.  HANBURY:!  do  not  quite  know 
why  these  towns  should  be  singled  out  in 
this  Question,  which  afifects  the  whole  of 
Ireland. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  (lEELAN'P). 
Db.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how 
much,  out  of  the  sum  allocated  last  year 
for  tiie  building  of  light  railways  in 
Ireland,  has  been  spent  up  to  the 
present  ? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR  ;  No 
portion  of  the  money  referred  to  has  yet 
been  spent,  but  negotiations  in  con- 
nection with  a  variety  of  schemes  ore 
now  in  progress. 


FINANCIAL  RELATIONS  (GREAT 
BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND}. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.)  : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cavan 
W.  (Mr.  J.  P.  Farrrll),  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether,  in,  view  of 
the  findings  of  the  Royal  Commision  on 
the  Financial  Belaticms  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  he  will,  "with  a  view 


to  giving  Home  relief  to  the  people  during 
this  hard  season,  advise  the  Government 
to  introduce  an  Agricultural  Land 
Rating  Bill  for  Ireland  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  have 
already  stated  that  it  is  not  the  intention 
of  tJhe  Government  to  introduce  an  Agri- 
cultural Land  Rating  Bill  for  Ireland. 


ARABI  PASUA. 

Mb.  MICHAEL  DAVITT  (Mayo, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  under  what 
sentence,  English  or  Egyptian,  is  Arab! 
Pasha  still  condemned  to  exile  from  his 
country ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
peaceful  condition  of  Egypt  at  the 
present  time,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment can  see  their  way  to  abridge  the 
term  of  his  banishment,  and  permit  him 
to  return  to  his  homo  and  his  friends  1 

Mr.  CURZON:  Arabi  Risha  was 
tried  by  an  Egyptian  court-martial  on 
December  3rd,  1882,  on  a  charge  of 
rebellion  against  the  Khedive.  He 
pleaded  guilty  and  wm  sentenced  to 
death,  but  the  Khedive,  by  a  decree  of 
the  same  date,  commuted  this  sentence 
to  perpetual  exile  on  condition  that  he 
should  proceed  to  any  locality  that  might 
be  indicated  to  him,  and  that  he  should 
there  remain  unless  authorised  to  remove. 
The  question  of  allowing  him  to  return 
to  Egypt  was  miaed  in  March,  1893, 
when  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion, stated  that  inquiry  hod  been  made 
in  1891  into  the  health  of  the  exiles, 
with  the  result  that,  on  that  ground 
there  was  no  reason  for  Arabi's  removal ; 
whilst  on  any  other  grounds  Her 
Majesty's  Government  did  not  feel 
themselves  justified  in  overriding  the 
decision  of  the  Egyptian  GoTemment. 
Nothing  has  since  occurred  to  warrant 
a  reversal  of  that  decision. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber^ 
land,  Cockermonth) :  May  I  ask,  is  it 
intended  to  keep  him  there  perpetually  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


EXPI/DSION    OF  CORDITE 
{WOOLWICH  ARSENAL). 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON  (Cheshire. 
Knuteford)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  such  dangerous  experiments 
as  the  ezploei<Hi  of  large  quantities  of 
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cordite  at  Woolwiuh  that  tuuk  place 
there  and  was  recorded  in  Tuesday's 
papers ;  and  what  compensation  will  be 
granted  for  the  serious  damage  caused  t 
Mr.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  As  I 
explained  the  other  day,  these  experi- 
ments were  undertaken  for  a  specific 
purpose  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Ordnance  Department,  and  a  site  was 
selected  at  Plumstead  where  no  risk  was 
likely  to  occur,  and  where  pniper  precau- 
tions are  taken.  No  complaints  have 
been  received  at  the  War  Office,  and  the 
reports  as  to  the  extent  of  damage  done 
appear  to  have  been  very  much  exag- 
gerated. 

SALE  OF  FIRE-ARMS  AND  SPIRITS 
IN   NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Mr.  J.  ¥.  HOGAN  (Tipperary, 
Mid) :  X  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (1)  whether 
French  trailers  are  permitted  to  sell  fire- 
arms and  spirits  to  the.  Natives  of  the 
New  Hebrides,  whereas  British  tradersare 
expressly  prohibitetl  from  doing  so ;  (2) 
whether  the  joint '  a^freements  entered 
into  between  the  British  and  French 
Qovenunents  in  1887  and  1888,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  New  Hebrides,  contain  any 
clause  sanctioning  this  state  of  things  ; ' 
and  (3)  whether  any  remonstrances  have 
lieen  addressed  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  ? 

Mit.  CURZON :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  joint  agreement  contains  no  pro- 
vision affecting  the  traffic  in  arms  and 
liquor,  which  is  prohibited  to  British 
subjects  by  Regulation  under  Order  in 
Council.  Representations  on  the  subject 
have  recently  been  addressed  to  the 
French  Government.  No  reply  having 
been  received  from  them,  instructions 
are  being  sent  to  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Paris  to  again  draw  their 
attention  to  the  matter. 


SETTLED  PROPERTY  (ESTATE  DUTY). 

Captain  PRETYMAN  (Suffolk, 
Woodbridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  tiie  Exchequer  whether 
any  test  case,  raising  the  points  referred 
to  in  the  questions  put  to  him  in  this 
House  on  3rd  July  lost  as  to  the  proper 
interpretation  of  Sectifm  2,  Sub-Section 
(1)  (b)  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  has 

Mr.  Tatton  BgerUm, 


yet  been  decided  or  is  ripe  for  hearing; 
and,  if  not,  ciui  he  hold  out  any  hope 
of  obtaining  the  decision  of  the  Courts 
of  Law  within  a  reasonable  time  % 

The  CHANCEI.LOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER :  No  case  has  yet  arisen 
in  which  it  has  l^een  found  possible  to 
raise  before  a  Court  of  Iaw  the  points 
referred  to  in  the  question  addre^ed  to 
me  by  the  hon.  Member  in  July  last. 
Special  instructions  libvc  been  given  to 
the  authorities  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
to  watch  every  case  and  to  arrange  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  to  obtain 
a  legal  decision  upon  the  points  in 
question,  and  I  will  take  care  that  the 
hon.  Member  is  informed  of  any  cases 
in  which  it  may  seem  proliable  that  the 
questions  can  be  raised. 


CHILDREN'S  METROPfJLITAX 
ASYLX'MS  BOAllD. 

Dit.  FAR  QUH ARSON  (  Abeideen- 
shire,  W. ) :  I  beg  to  ask  tlie  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  can  inform  the  House 
how  many  of  the  Metropolitan  Potir  Law 
children  will  probably  come  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  proposed  new 
Asylums  Board  for  Sick  Children,  and 
what  number  of  children  suffering  from 
ophtlialmia,  contagious  diseases  of  the 
skin  or  scalp,  debility,  defective  intellect} 
or  other  physical  ir^rmity,  are  respec- 
tively likely  to  require  the  services  of 
the  Board  1 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  According  to  Re- 
turns received  from  the  several  district 
and  separate  schools,  including  the  large 
Roman  Catholic  certified  schools,  the 
cases  of  ophthalmia  number  760,  and,  if 
the  numb»-  of  children  in  tiie  workhonaes 
and  infirmaries  is  added,  Uie  number 
for  which  separate  treatment  is  deairaUe 
may  be  roughly  estimated  at  1,000. 
The  number  of  children  in  the  schools 
referred  to  who  are  returned  as  suffering 
from  ringworm  is  208,  and  of  those 
suffering  from  skin  disease  1 68.  If  the 
number  in  the  workhouses  and  infirm- 
aries is  added,  the  total  number  of  these 
children  may  be  estimated  at  about  500. 
I  have  no  information  as  to  the  number 
of  children  requirii^  special  treataent 
during  convalescence,  or  seaside  «r,  or  of 
children  who,  in  consequence  of  deieet 
of  intellect  or  physical  infirmity,  cannot 
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properly  be  trained  in  association  with 
children  in  ordinary  schools;  but  the 
namber  of  the  latter  claia  I  should  not 
anticipate  would  be  large. 

LONDONDERRY  CORPORATION  STOCK. 

Mr.  KNOX :  T  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (1 )  whether  the  forms 
prescribed  by  the  regulations  as  to  issue 
of  stock  m  Ireland,  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  Amendment  Act  1890,  con- 
template the  issue  of  stock  only  after 
public  tender,  to  be  invited  after  the 
resolution  fur  its  creation  lias  been  passed; 
(3)whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  &ct  that  the  Londonderry  Corpora- 
tion, lievertheleBs,  have  resolved  to  uwue 
stock  to  the  amount  of  X80,000  without 
public  tender  at  par,  and  have  refused  to 
consider  an  ofTer  of  101  per  cent,  made 
for  the  stock  by  a  responsible  person,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Corporation  was 
bound  by  a  contract  alleged  to  have  been 
entered  into  not  under  seal,  in  respect  of 
a  smaller  total  amount,  and  before  the 
consent  order  had  been  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board ;  (3)wbethf)r  the 
Local  Government  Board  were  awfu«  of 
this  sieged  contract  when  tliey  issued 
their  consent  order  on  27th  January ; 
and  (4)whether  the  Board  have  any  power 
to  prevent  such  a  transaction ;  and,  if 
not^  whether  the  regulations  will  be  re- 
vised so  as  to  prevent  it  being  repeated? 

*The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  {Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) ;  The  forms  and  regulation 
framed  under  the  Statute  mentioned  re- 
sembling in  this  respect  those  framed  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  England, 
do  not  prescribe  any  mode  in  which  appli- 
cations for  stock  are  to  be  invited,  that 
being  left  to  the  local  authoritie<i  to 
determine.  I  am  not  aware  whether 
the  facts  are  exactly  as  stated  in  the 
second  paragraph,  as  some  difference  of 
opinion  appears  to  exist  between  the 
members  of  the  Corporation  as  to  what 
was  the  precise  nature  and  effect  of  the 
negotiations  on  the  subject.  The  answer 
to  the  third  paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 
As  to  the  fourth  paragraph,  the  Local 
Govornment  Board  have  no  power  to 
interfere  with  the  action  of  the  local 
authority,  in  respect  of  the  issue  of  stock 
after  a  consent  order  has  been  made,  and 
inasmuch  as  the  regulations  are  similar 
to  those  prescribed  in  England  and  have 


been  found  on  the  whole  to  work  satis- 
factorily, it  is  not  ctmsidered  desirable  to 
alter  them. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  IRATIXG). 

Hr.  ELUS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  what  is  the  sum 
total  of  rates  paid  in  respect  of  Elemen- 
tary Schools  other  than  Board  Schools, 
distinguishing  counties  and  boroughs,  in 
the  last  year  for  which  such  returns  are 
available  t 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  no  returns  which 
would  enable  tliem  to  furnish  the  infor- 
mation referred  to. 

3lB.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  asked  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  say  from 
which  department  he  could  get  the 
return  t 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  could  not  say  without 
notice. 


INCOSIE  TAX  ON  UNPAID  DIVIDENDS, 
Mr.  G.  C.  T.  BARTLEY  (Islington, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case,  W 1  a  546,  before 
the  Inland  Revenue,  in  which  that 
Department  claimed  Income  Tax  on  a 
mortgage  although  no  income  had  lieen 
received  from  the  mortgage  or  rent  from 
the  property  for  four  years,  and  stated 
in  their  letter  of  the  31st  December  1896, 
though  they  subsequently  waived  their 
claim  in  this  particular  cose,  that  "  the 
Special  Commissioners  must  regard  the 
full  amount  of  the  mortgage  interest 
annually  accruing  (whether  it  is  actually 
realised  by  year  or  not)  as  representing 
the  income  from  this  source  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Income  Tax  Acts.  Whether 
this  claim  for  Income  Tax  on  incomes 
nominally  accruing,  but  not  paid  has  his 
sanction;  and,  whether  it  is  enforced 
on  unpaid  dividends  or  interest  on  deben- 
tures and  other  classes  of  property ;  and, 
if  so,  under  what  clauses  of  the  Income 
Tax  Acts  it  is  based  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  or  thk  EX- 
CHEQUER :  My  bon.  Friend  seems  to 
be  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
pcnnt  involved  in  this  case.  The  Inland 
lievenue  do  not  claim  Income  Tax  from 
a  mortgagee  in  respect  of  interest  which 
he  does  not  recuve.    A  mortgagee  pays 
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his  Income  Tax  indirectly,  that  is,  by  the 
deduction  of  the  amount  of  it  from  the 
mortgage  intercHt,  when  paid  over  by  the 
iiiorlgagor.  "Where,  therefore,  no  interest 
is  paid,  there  is  no  deduction.  But,  in 
considering  a  claim  for  exemption  or 
abatement,  the  Inland  Revenue  insist 
that  mortgage  interest  due  to  a  person 
making  the  claim  should  be  taken  into 
account  in  computing  his  total  income, 
even  if  it  has  not  been  paid  within  the 
year,  unless  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that 
such  interest  is  irrecoverable,  is,  in  fact,  a 
bad '  debt.  This  was  the  case  in  the 
present  instance.  As  soon  as  the  Inland 
Revenue  were  satisfied  that  the  interest 
was  irrecoverable  they  abandoned  the 
claim  that  it  should  be  taken  into 
account.  The  same  principle  applies 
generally  in  the  case  of  claims  to  exemp- 
tion or  abatement,  to  dividends,  and  any 
interest  accruing  within  the  year.  Such 
interest  is  included  in  the  statement  oS 
the  claimant's  income,  unle«s  it  can  be 
shown  that  it  is  not  only  in  arrear  but 
irreaiverabie. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  askeci  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  that  in 
this  particular  case  the  Inland  Revenue 
knew  that  no  rents  had  been  received 
for  four  years,  and  was  that  not  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  that  practically  the 
matter  was  a  bad  debt  1 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX 
CH£(jUER  presumed  Uiey  had  heard 
that. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said  Uie  claim  was 
made  after  they  knew  that. 

PARISH  DOCUMENTS. 

Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Den- 
bighshire, W) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  of  the  doubt  existing  as  to 
the  interpretation  of  Clause  16,  Section  8, 
in  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1 894, 
which  deals  with  the  custody  of  parish 
documents ;  whether  he  will  state 
whether  a  tithe-map  would  according 
to  that  section,  be  a  document  directed 
by  law  to  be  kept  with  the  public 
books,  writing,  and  papers  of  the 
parish  ;  and,  whether  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  given  any  legal  opinion 
to  parish  councils  upon  the  question 
referred  to  1 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  aware  that 
questions  have  arisen  with  regard  to 
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the  custody  of  documents  under  Sub- 
section (8)  of  Section  17  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  1894.  The  Act  con- 
templated that  this  would  be  the  case, 
and  has  provided  that  any  questions  as 
to  such  custody  shall  be  determined  by 
the  County  Council.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  no  jurisdiction  to 
determine  questions  as  regards  the  tithe- 
map,  and  it  has  been  their  practice  to 
inform  parish  councils  to  this  effect.  I 
am  advised  that  tithe-maps  are  under 
the  Tithe  Commutation  Act  1886,  to  be 
kept  *'  with  the  public  books,  writings, 
and  papers  of  the  parish,"  and  the  sub- 
section to  which  I  have  referred  requires 
therefore^  that  they  shall  either  remain 
in  their  existing  custody  or  be  deposited 
in  such  custody  as  the  parish  council 
may  direct. 

POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS  {METROPOLIS^. 

Mn.  E.  H.  PICKEBSGILL  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  tho  Local  Government  Board  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Downes,  given  before  the 
recent  Committee  on  Poor  Iaw  Schools, 
that  there  arc  in  London  workhouses  on 
an  average  upwards  of  2,000  children  of 
school  ago  ;  and,  whether,  as  it  is  stated 
that  this  aggregation  of  children  in 
workhouses  is  largely  due  to  the  block 
caused  by  the  existence  of  infectious 
disease  either  among  the  children  in  the 
workhouse  or  in  tho  school  belonging  to 
the  union,  he  will  entrust  the  new 
Central  Metropolitan  Authority,  which 
he  proposes  to  create,  with  the  duty  of 
taking  over  existing  probationary  or 
quarantine  wards,  and  when  neceesary 
erecting  others,  in  accordance  with 
the  recom  mendation  of  the  recent 
Committee  1 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  the  number  of  children  who  are 
detained  in  London  workhouses  and 
infirmaries  is  now  less  than  the  number 
stated.  The  block  has  to  some  extent 
been  occasioned  by  the  cause  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member,  and  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  Central  Authority  whom  it  is 
proposed  to  constitute  to  make  such 
provision  as  is  necessary  for  children  erf 
the  class  alluded  to.  The  question  bov 
such  provision  should  be  made  will  be 
one  ior  the  new  body  in  the  first  instuios 
to  consider. 
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Mr.  PICKERSGILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Oovernment 
Board,  whether  he  will  give  effect  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  recent 
Committee  on  MetxvpoUtan  Poor  Law 
Schools  that  tiie  establishment  of  small 
certified  homes  should  be  encouraged,  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  urging  on 
boards  of  guardians  in  suitable  cases  the 
expediency  of  utilising  such  homes,  and 
by  the  appointment  of  additional  inspec- 
tors, preferably  women,  to  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  regtUarly  visiting 
citified  homea,  conferring  with  the 
committee  of  management,  and  inspectr 
ing  the  children  individually  f 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  also  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  he  proposes  to  take  any, 
and,  if  so,  what  steps  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  recent  Committee 
on  Poor  Jaw  Schools  that  special  schools 
should  be  provided,  of  an  intermediate 
character,  for  the  reception  of  the  casual 
and  fluctuatii^;  class  of  children  known 
as  ins  and  outs. 

Mr-  CHAPLIN :  It  has  already  been 
the  practice  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  the  past  to  encourage  the  estab- 
lishment of  small  ceHified  schools,  audit 
is  certainly  my  intention  to  continue  to 
do  so.  These  schools  are  inspected  by 
inspectors  of  the  Board,  and  I  have 
under  my  consideration  the  question 
whether  it  will  not  be  uecaisary  to 
increase  the  number  of  inspectors  for  the 
metropolitan  district.  The  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  consider  that  it  is  very 
desirable  that  provision  should  be  made 
otherwise  than  in  the  workhouse  for 
children  who  are  now  retained  tempore 
arily  before  being  drafted  into  the  school, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  ascertained  that 
they  are  not  suffering  from  infectious 
disease,  and  for  children  of  the  particular 
class  referred  to  hy  the  hon.  Member. 
The  Board  are  desirous  of  promoting  such 
arrangements,  and  schemes  for  the 
purpose  are  now  under  the  consideration 
of  some  of  the  boards  of  guardians.  The 
Board  consider  that  such  provision  could 
be  more  satisfactorily  made  by  the 
guardians  <tf  the  difEwent  unions  than  by 
a  central  authority  acting  for  the  whole 
of  the  metropolis. 


ARMY  RETIEED  PAY. 

MB.AKTHURO'CONNOR{Donegal, 
E.)  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  whether  he  hasany  objec- 
tion to  state  the  principle  on  which  the 
"  jost  equivalent  *'  mentioned  in  Article 
978  Xni.  of  the  Royal  Warrant  of  10th 
Jime  1884,  was  calculated ;  and, 
whether  and  when  any,  and,  if  so,  what, 
limit  was  placed  upon  such  equivalent  by 
theLords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  1 

Me.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
principle  adopted  has  been  to  give  the 
officerthe  calculated  value  of  his  prospects 
at  the  time  of  retirement  under  the 
Warrant  or  Warrants  in  force  before 
1881,  subject  to  a  limit  of  £600  a  year, 
which  was  the  highest  amount  of  retired 
full  pay  granted  under  former  Warrants 
to  a  Colonel.  This  principle  was  decided 
on  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  this  limit  was  made  known  to 
the  officers  who  were  to  retire  under  the 
article  in  question  ? 

Mb.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  said  he 
was  informed  that  it  was  so  made  known. 


LABOURERS'  ALLOTMENTS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  Resolu- 
tion unanimously  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Commons  on  13th  April  1894,  and 
supported  by  all  sections  of  Irish  Mem- 
bera,  favouring  the  extension  to  Ireland 
of  all  the  legal  facilities  existing  in 
England  for  the  creation  of  labourers* 
allotments  or  small  holdings  of  land,  )ia 
will  introduce  a  measure  to  that  ^eot 
during  the  Twcsent  Session,  and  therel^ 
encourage  the  fuller  and  better  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil  in  Ireland,  and  increase 
in  this  manner  opportunities  of  profitable 
employment  for  the  industrial  population 
of  that  country  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
terms  of  the  Resolution  in  question  were 
"  that  all  tile  facilities  for  obtaining  land 
now  possessed  by  England  should  be  at 
once  extended  to  Ireland."  The  object 
aimed  at  by  the  hon.  Member  is  to  some 
extent  met  by  the  Labourers  Acts  of 
1883  to  1896,  which  do  not  apply  to 
England.  The  condition  of  affiiirs  in 
Ireland,  which  is  already  a  country  of 
small  holdings,  is  materially  different 
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from  that  in  England,  and  T  am  not 
prepared  to  affirm,  even  apart  from  the 
question  of  machinery,  that  the  aame 
arrangomente  should  be  made  to  apply 
to  both  couutries.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  subject  in  its  more  genenJ  aspect  is 
not  worthy  of  consideration,  but  t^e 
Uovernment  in  any  case  cannot  under- 
take to  introduce  legislation  dealing 
with  it  in  the  prasent  Session. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether,  in  view  of  the 
probability  that  such  a  Measure  would 
pass  without  opposition,  he  will  not 
reconsider  his  decision  ? 

Mr.  GEBALD  BALFOUR :  I  am 
unable  to  take  the  aame  view  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  the  probability  of  a 
Measure  of  this  kind  being  entirely  un- 
opposed ;  and  I  could  give  no  pte^e  in 
the  direction  indicated  without  a  further 
assurance  on  the  point,  and  without 
giving  tlie'subject  a  great  deal  of  further 
consideration. 


MORTALITY 
(CENTRAL  INDIA  PROVINCES]. 

Mb.  DAVITT  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
will  Btate  from  the  statistics  of  the  Local 
Government  Gazette  of  the  CJentral 
Provinces  of  India  the  death  rate  in 
those  provinces  for  the  six  months  of  the 
year  ending  31st  December  1895,  and 
for  the  year  ending  Slst  December  1896, 
and  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  each 
of  these  two  periods,  giving  each  number 
separately  ? 

Thb  secretary  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Gborgb  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  Cemtral  Prov- 
inee$  Gasette  does  not  give  the  full 
monthly  vit-al  statistics  for  any  month 
later  than  September  1896,  hut  the 
figures  for  the  periods  of  three  montlui 
ending  September  1895,  and  September 
1896,  respectively  are  as  follows  : — Mean 
of  monthly  death  rates,  July  to  Sep- 
tember 1895,  43-12  per  mille  :  mean  of 
monthly  death  rates,  July  to  September 
1896,  55*80  per  mille ;  total  number  of 
deal^July  toSeptember  1895, 102,420; 
total  number  of  deaths,  July  to  Sep- 
tember 1896,132,552.  These  provinces 
were  visited  by  a  severe  epidemic  of 
cholera  in  the  spring  and  summer  which 
caused  a  heavy  and  general  rise  in  the 
number  of  deatlis  in  the  summer  and 
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eurly  autumn.  Tliough  I  have  no 
complete  summary  of  the  death  rate  <£ 
the  whole  province  for  the  later  monUis, 
the  Chief  Commtssiuner  informed  me 
some  time  back  that  in  the  divisioa  ot 
Jubbalpore,  where  tl»  distress  was  acute, 
there  was  a  continuous  fall  in  the 
mortality  during  October  and  Nov«nber. 

W0RKMI8TRESSES  (IRISH  SCHOOI^). 
Mb.  D.  MACALEESE:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  ( 1 )  if,  d  uring 
the  recess,  he  brought  before  the  Irish 
Government  or  the  Commissioners  o£ 
National  Education  Uie  claims  of  work- 
mistresses  in  Irish  schools  for  increased 
remuneraiioa ;  and  (2)  whether,  seeing 
that  thete  workmistresses  give  ooustant 
attendance  during  school  hours,  and  their 
rcnmneration  is  only  £12  a  year, 
increased  by  a  few  shillings  in  the  results 
fees,  will  he  give  the  matter  early 
attention  t 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  Repre- 
sentations were  made  during  the  recess 
by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Irish  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  the  remuneration 
of  workmistresses  in  National  schot^ 
but  the  Treasury,  having  given  these 
representations  their  best  consideration, 
were  unable  to  sanction  the  proposals  of 
the  Commissioners.  As  regards  the 
second  paragraph,  I  have  already  pointed 
out  that  workmistresses  are  not  em- 
ployed for  the  full  school  day,  and  that 
in  the  year  1886  their  fixed  salaries, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Treasury,  were 
augumented  to  the  present  amount. 
The  number  of  workmistresses  employed 
in  mixed  National  schools  was  843  in 
the  year  ended  Slst  December  1895, 
and  in  addition  to  the  fixed  salary  of 
£12  they  are  paid  results  fees  varying 
from  sixpence  to  three  shillings  in 
respect  of  each  girl  passed. 

FIJI. 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  ^or  the  Colonies,  can  be 
explain,  why  a  Blue-Book,  «nbodyii^ 
valuable  infmnation  as  to  the  causes  (2 
the  serious  decline  in  the  native  popula- 
tion of  Fiji  during  recent  years,  has  not 
been  published  by  the  Government  of 
that  Crown  Colony  ;  is  there  any 
document  or  dispatch  in  the  Colonial 
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Office  that  would  throw  ligtit  upon  thin 
proceeding ;  and  will  he  colt  for  an 
explanation  from  the  Governor  % 

The  chancellor  of  tub  EX- 
CHEQUER :  The  Report  in  question 
has  been  received  and  is  at  present  under 
the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  It  would  not  be  desirable, 
or  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice 
in  uuch  cases,  to  publish  the  Report  in  the 
Colony  in  its  present  stage. 


RELIEF  OP  KAS8ALA. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
Copy  of  the  communication  in  which 
the  Italian  Government  requested  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  assist  them 
against  the  Dervishes  by  military  advance 
into  the  Northern  Frovinces  of  the 
Houdau  ;  and,  by  whom  tlie  communica- 
tion was  made  1 

Mr.  CVRZON  :  The  communications 
in  question  wetre  received  from  the  Italian 
Ambassador  in  London.  Their  sub- 
stance has  already  appeared  in  tel^rams, 
between  the  Ambassador  and  his 
Government,  that  were  published  in  the 
Italian  Green-Book  of  last  year,  and  were 
read  out  in  this  House  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  in  the  Debate 
on  June  5  1896. 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  I  now  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ag^in,  will  he  lay 
these  communications  in  extenso  on  the 
Table? 

Mb.  CURZON  :  No,  Sir  ;  there  is  no 
necessity  to  lay  communications  between 
the  Italian  Aml>a.ssador  and  his  own 
Government  on  the  Table  of  this  House. 
They  have  been  published  by  the  Italian 
Government  and  have  appeared  in  the 
reports  of  tiie  proceedings  of  this  House 
OH  the  hon.  Member  will  see  if  he  refers 
to  '*  Hansard." 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  I  desire,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  ask  you  a  question  on  the 
rules  of  procedure  governing  Debates  in 
this  House.  I  wish  to  know  from  you 
whether,  when  a  document  is  referred  to 
in  debate  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
or  a  gentleman  repreeenting  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  it  is  not  imperative  upon 
him  to  lay  that   document  on  the 


Table  1  In  reference  to  this  matter  I 
would  cite  a  precedent  which  occurred 
in  this  House  on  July  17  1857.  On 
that  occasion  Sir  Charles  Wood,  the  then 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  did  not 
quote  from  but  referred  to  a  letter  he 
had  roceived.  He  was  asked  to  produce 
that  letter  in  its  entirety,  and  Mr.  Disraeli 
mode  the  following  observations  in  the 
Debate  and  laid  down  this  rule : — 

There  ahould  be  no  reference  to  any  Papers 
that  -were  not  laid  on  the  Table  or  that  were  not 
meant  to  be  laid  on  the  Tablu  afterwards.  The 
moment  a  Minister  referred  even ,  to  a  private 
letter,  it  became  a  State  document.  That  was  a 
salatarj-  principle  which  alwaj's  prflvailed  in 
their  Debates .  Were  it  otherwise,  the  opponents 
of  the  Minister  could  have  no  chance  in  Debate. 
He  conld  always  be  referring  to  private  matter 
in  his  portfolio  to  support  his  case." 

Mr.  Disradi  called  it  a  private  letter, 
and  he  was  corrected  by  some  Gentle- 
man calling  out  "  It  is  a  public  letter." 

To  that  Mr.  Disraeli  replied  : — 

"  What !  a  public  letter.  That  ia  a  worse  case 
still.  It  is  even  a  more  flf^n^t  case  when  a 
public  document  ia  kept  aecret  from  the  House." 

I  say  this  case  which  I  have  cited  is  on 
all  fours  with  what  occurred  on  Friday 
evening  in  this  House. 
•Mb.  speaker  :  If  a  Minister  refers 
to  a  particular  document  by  quoting 
part  of  it  or  stating  what  the  effect 
of  the  contents  of  that  particular  docu- 
ment is,  then  the  House  is  entitled  to  see 
the  document  itself.  But  I  do  not 
understand  that  any  question  of  that 
kind  arises  here.  A  Minister  is  not 
bound,  having  stated  in  answer  to  a 
question  or  otherwise  that  there  have  been 
communications  generally  to  such  and 
such  an  effect  with  a  foreign  Government, 
to  produce  the  document  which  would 
bear  out  his  statement.  ["Hear,  hear!"] 
Mr.  MACNEILL :  With  great  respect 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  specifically 
referred  on  Friday  night  to  communica- 
tions. At  that  time  the  point  of  order 
was  not  taken  either  before  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  or  yourself ;  but  is  there 
not  a  clear  distinction  when  a  Minister 
specifically  refers  to  a  certain  document 
which  he  refuses  to  produce  1 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  ^>eciiical1y  referring 
to  oommnnications  generally  and  sped- 
fioally  refurii^  to  the  oontents  of  a  par- 
ticular dooammt.  Nothing  of  the  latter 
kind  seems  to  have  token  place  here. 
[Ckeerit,] 
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ILLEGAL  TKAWLING  (CORK). 

Captain  DONELAK  :  I  Ijeg  to  iisk 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  English  steam  trawlers  are  in  the 
habit  of  fishing  off  the  coast  of  Bally- 
cotton,  county  Cork,  upon  Sundays,  and 
that  upon  Sunday  last  one  of  these 
trawlers  was  thus  engaged  close  to  the 
month  of  the  bay ;  and,  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  protect  the  Ballycotton 
fishermen  from  this  illegal  practice  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
Chief  Officer  of  the  Coastguard  at  Bally- 
cotton states  he  has  never  seen  English 
steam  trawlers  fishing  in  this  locality  on 
Sundays,  but  that  on  Sunday  the  31st 
January  one  passed  at  tlie  entrance  to 
the  bay  though  it  was  not  at  the  time 
fishing.  On  Monday  last  I  informed  the 
hon.  Member  that  a  bye-law  hod  been 
prepared  wiUi  a  view  to  prohibit  steam- 
trawling  inside  Ballycotton  Bay.  This 
bye-law  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) : 
Arising  out  of  that  answer  might  I  ask 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  is  it  not  a  fact 
that  owing  to  the  great  damage  done  on 
tiie  Scottish  coast  by  these  steam  trawlers 
it  was  found  necessary  to  prevent  steam 
trawling  within  three  miles  of  the  coast^ 
and  whether  in  view  of  l^t  fact  the 
Government  have  any  intention  of  intro- 
ducing a  similar  law  for  the  Irish  coast  % 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  am 
.not  acquainted  with  the  practice  in 
Scotland,  but  if  the  hon.  Member  will 
put  the  question  on  the  Paper  I  will  en- 
deavour to  anawra  it. 


CRETE. 

Mr.  J.  C.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  A&irs  whedier  the  Foreign 
Office  have  yet  received  any  official  infor- 
mation concerning  the  alleged  burning 
of  the  village  of  Galato,  and  the  reported 
murder  of  a  Christian  Judge,  M.  Mark- 
oul^is,  at  Canea ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Bishop  of  Canea  and  the 
Administrative  Council  of  Notables  have 
forwarded  to  the  Consuls  a  memorandum 
denouncing  the  violence  and  misdeeds  of 
-the  Turks,  and  imploring  the  prompt 
intervention  ctf  the  Powers  with  a  view 
to  the  immediate  f^plication  of  the 
reforms  ;  and,  if  he  can  say  what  action 


has  been  taken  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Powers  to  deal  with  this  dangeroiu 
condition  of  affairs  T 

Sib  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall) :  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  also  answer  at  the 
some  time  the  following  question,  of 
which  I  ha  ve  given  him  private  notice  : — 
whether  the  Mussulman  inhabitants  (tf 
Crete  have  been  driven  to  the  cout 
from  tbeir  homes  by  Christian  insnrgoitit 
and  subjected  to  grievous  nmltreatment, 
and  what  steps  Great  Britain  and  the 
other  Powers  propose  to  take  in  order  to 
protect  the  Mussulman  inhabitants  and 
to  restore  order,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Sultan  and  the  Turkish  Government 
have  given  all  the  reforms  in  Crete  asked 
for  by  the  Powers  1 

*Mr.  CURZON  :  As  regards  Oalata 
and  the  reported  murder  of  M.  Mvkon- 
lakis,  there  ii  nothing  to  add  to  the  last 
answer  returned  to  the  hon.  Member. 
The  monorandum  referred  to  has  been 
sent  home  by  Her  Majesty's  Consal.  It 
calls  attention  to  the  fear  of  Mussulmao 
agitation,  and  represents  the  need  for 
foreign  gendarmes  in  the  towns.  As 
regards  the  general  situation  in  the 
island,  about  which  the  House  will 
naturally  desire  the  latest  information,  I 
have  to  state  that  the  position  at  and 
around  Canea  Halepa,  and  Suda  Bay  has 
been  gravefor  tiie  last  few  days.  Fight- 
ing, or  rather  the  discharge  of  firearms, 
has  been  continuous,  but  tbera  seems  to 
be  no  foundation  for  the  rumours  as  to  a 
massacre  that  have  appeared  in  some 
quarters,  and,  so  for,  the  loss  of  life  is 
reported  as  comparatively  small.  Flames 
broke  out  in  many  places  in  the  town, 
and  every  exertion  has  been  made  by  the 
foreign  ships  of  war  to  subdue  them,  and 
in  these  efforts  they  were  seconded  by 
both  the  Christian  and  Muaanlmimpopnla- 
tion.  Much  difficulty  resulted  from 
scarcity  of  water  supply.  The  Turkish 
troops  are  reported  to  have  behaved  in 
an  exemplary  manner,  and  there  was 
practically  no  plundering.  The  last 
account,  dated  this  morning,  states 
that  the  fire  has  now  been  completely 
extinguished,  though  nearly  200  houses 
and  some  large  oil  stores  have  been 
burnt,  that  upwards  of  5,000  refugees 
have  been  embarked,  and  that  tbe  firing 
has  ceased  on  all  sides  round  Canea.  At 
Candia  the  Mnssnlman  population,  who 
complained  that  they  were  deteiceless 
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while  the  Christians  were  armed,  became 
uncontrollable,  and  are  reported  to  have 
taken  a  quantity  of  rifles  from  the 
arsenal,  but  the  latest  intelligence  is 
that  the  town  continues  quiet.  As  it  is 
reported  that  there  is  great  scaroity  of 
food,  the  Admiral  in  command  of  the 
Mediterranean  Squadron  is  sending  fihe 
troopship  TyTie  from  Malta  with  biscuits 
and  meat  for  1,200  persons  for  a  fort- 
night. Her  Majesty's  ships  Barfieur, 
Scout,  Nymph:,  Fearless,  Dragon,  and  a 
second  battlesliip  are  at  present  in  Cretan 
waters,  and  the  Revemje  with  Admiral 
Harris  on  board,  is  on  her  way  there. 
The  commanders  of  these  ships,  in 
cooperation  with  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
and  with  Colonel  Chermside,late  Military 
Attache  at  Constaatinople,  and  repre- 
sentative of  (his  country  on  the 
Gendarmerie  Commission,  have  been 
labouring  without  cease  to  allay  the 
disorder  and  alarm,  to  prevent  more 
serious  developments,  and  to  afford  pro- 
tection to  the  refugees.  In  answer  to 
the  supplementary  question  put  by  my 
hon.  Friend  below  the  gangway,  I  have 
already  in  the  answer  I  have  read 
described  genendly  the  steps  taken  by 
the  representatives  of  the  Powers  in 
Crete.  I  can  assure  him  that  we  are  as 
anxious  to  i»otect  the  Mnssnlman  as 
the  Christian  inhabitants  of  the  island — 
[cAeers] — and  that  the  steps  which  I  have 
described  as  t-aken  by  our  officials  have 
been  directed  to  that  end.  But  so  far 
as  the  reports — of  which  I  have  read  a 
great  many — lead  me  to  form  an  opinion, 
it  is  that  the  maltreatment  appears  to 
be  about  evenly  distributed  between  the 
two  parties.    ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 

Mr.  FLTOK  asked  if  it  were  true 
that  laige  numbera  <rf  Christians  had 
taken  refuge  on  board  ships  and  that 
Turkish  troops  hod  rebelled  against  the 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order, order.  The 
hon.  Member  must  give  notice  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  if  there  was  any 
definite  information  as  to  the  actual  loss 
of  life? 

*Mr.  CURZON  replied  that  the  only 
figures  that  the  Foreign  Office  had 
reported  the  loss  of  life  at  not  more 
than  30. 

Sir  E.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
asked  if  the  Government  would  take 

VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  shrirs.] 


steps  to  see  that  some  protection  was 
offered  to  the  Mussulmans  of  the  interior  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
must  f^ve  notice. 


FACTORY  ACCIDENT,  BATLEY. 
*SiK  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attor- 
ney General  whether  he  is  aware  that  an 
inquest  was  held  on  Saturday,  23rd 
January,  at  Batley,  by  the  Coroner  for 
the  West  Riding,  on  the  death  of  one 
Fred.  Taylor,  which  occurred  by  accident 
in  the  Phoenix  Mills,  Batley,  and  that 
the  Coroner  neither  gave  notice  of  the 
inquest  to  the  Factory  Inspector  for  the 
district  nor  adjourned  the  inquest  for  the 
Inspector's  attendance,  in  accordance 
with  section  19  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act  1895 ;  and,  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  secure  the  due  observance 
of  the  law  in  future? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webstbr,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  have 
communicated  with  the  Home  Office  upon 
the  subject  of  the  question  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  and  I  understand  that  the 
facts  are  correctly  stated  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  question.  I  am  also 
informed  that  the  Coroner  has  been  com- 
municated with,  in  order  to  insure  that 
in  future  the  procedure  directed  the 
Statute  is  observed.  Upon  the  facts  be- 
fore me,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
case  in  which  I  ought  to  take  proceed- 
ings under  the  Statute,  as  I  have  nothing 
to  show  that  it  is  necessary,  in  the  in- 
terests of  justice,  that  another  inquest 
should  be  held ;  but  I  shall  be  glad  to 
consider  any  further  representation  if 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  wishes  me  to 
do  so. 


ROYAL    BOUNTY  FUND 
(QKOBaK  BROOKS). 

Mb.  DAVrrr :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 

Lord  of  the  Treasury  (1)  will  he  explain 
what  are  the  rules,  regulations,  or  prac- 
tices governing  the  allocation  of  grants 
from  the  Royal  Bounty  Fund ;  and  (2) 
upon  whose  recommendation  a  sum  of 
money  from  this  source  was  given  to 
George  Brooks,  who  was  recently  the 
plaintiff  in  one  or  more  libel  suits T 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  thh  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
K):  In  answer  to  the  second  paragraph 
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of  the  Question,  I  am  alone  responBible 
for  all  representations  for  grants  from 
the  Royal  Bounty  Fund.  As  regards  the 
first  pan^raph  of  the  question,  no  ralra 
or  regulations  hare  been  hid  down  hy 
Parliament  on  this  subject,  but  there  is 
a  body  of  official  tradition  which  has 
been  handed  on  from  one  First  Lord  to 
another,  and  to  that  tradition  and  prac- 
tice I  have  endeavoured  to  conform. 

Mr.  DAVITT :  May  I  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  would  find  a  re- 
solution adopted  by  thia  House— {friex 
of  "  Order,  order !  "] — concerning  the 
distribution  of  thia  money. 

Thb  first  lord  or  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotluid) :  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man desire  to  make  further  explanation 
of  his  having  allocated  this  money  to  Mr. 
Brooks  ?  [Laughttr.l 

[No  answer  was  given.} 


BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 
Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  a  question  about  the 
business  of  to-day.  The  first  order  of  the 
day  is  Supply,  Army  Estimates,  in  the 
name  of  the  Under  Secretary  for  War.  I 
observe  also  on  the  Paper  a  notice  relat- 
ing to  what  are  called  the  proposals  of 
the  Government.  We  have  no  knowledge 
of  any  proposals  of  the  Government. 
There  has  been  no  notice  of  any  such  pro- 
posals. I  have  heard  it  rumoured  that  a 
statement  has  been  made  about  the  mili- 
tary plans  of  the  Government  in  another 
place.  But  wc  are  bound  not  to  know 
anything  about  that.  [Oppoeition  laugh- 
Ur,  and  chffrs.]  The  Army  Estimates 
have  apparently  been  opened  by  the  Gov- 
vemment  in  imother  place,  and  it  would 
be  out  of  order  to  know  anything  on  the 
subject.  But  there  are  a  few  people  I  be- 
lieve who  rend  newspapers — [laughter] — ■ 
and  those  persons  may  know  something 
about  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
upon  military  affairs.  But  here  we  know 
nothing  of  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  what  I  have  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  that  before  we  go  to 
a  discussion  upon  the  Speaker  leaving  the 
Chair  we  should  know  the  scheme  of  the 
Government  by  a  statement  from  the 
Under  Secretary.    Otherwise  it  is  quite 

First  Lord  oj  the  Treasury. 


impossible  to  deal  either  generally  or  in 
detail  with  the  matter.  The  usual  prac- 
tice has  been  to  state  the  Army  Estimates 
after  the  Speaker  has  left  the  Chair.  With- 
in my  own  recollection  there  have  been 
several  instances  where  it  was  thought 
more  convenient  that  the  statemoit 
should  be  made  when  the  Speaker  was  in 
the  Chair.  If  it  be  true  that  a  statement 
has  been  made  in  another  place  of  the 
military  intentions  of  tiie  Government 
that  is  a  conclusive  reason  why,  before  we 
discuss  them  here,  a  statement  sbould  be 
made  here.  ["  Hear !  "] 
*SiB  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Tarmontli) 
asked  whether  the  proposals  of  the  Gov- 
emtnent  were  not  contained  in  Parlia- 
mentary papers  signed  by  the  Miniate 
for  War,  and  cinnilated  among  the  Hen^ 
bers  of  the  House? 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  or  thi  TREA- 
SURY :  I  do  not  know  whence  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  got  his  views  on  consti- 
tutional procedure  or  how  long  he  has 
entertained  them,  but  I  have  often  heard 
him  quote  at  unnecessary  length,  speeches 
which  had  been  mad©  in  the  otber 
House. 

Sm  W.  HARCOURT:  Not  on  financial 
statements. 

The  FIRST  LORD  or  thb  TREA- 
SURY: Is  there  any  dififerenceT  ("Hear, 
hear  I "]  I  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  laid  it  down  that  he  never 
knew  about  what  went  on  in  the  other 
House,  and  that  if  by  accident  he  beard 
from  some  obscure  somrces  what  passed 
there  he  never  dared  to  make  use  of  his 
knowledge  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
\7Mughter.'\  I  have  closely  followed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  method  of  pro- 
cedure, and  should  have  thought  his 
practice  hardly  squared  with  his  theory. 
But,  however  that  may  be,  the  question 
of  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  supplies 
an  answer  to  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
There  has  been  circulated,  and  there  is 
in  the  hands  of  Members  no  doubt,  a 
concise  but  clear  and  adequate  summary 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  Army  Estimates,  and  this 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  sufi&cient  basis  for 
such  discassi<Hi  as  may  take  place  before 
the  Spe^er  leaves  <tbe  Chair.  Undor 
these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  th«re 
is  any  reason  to  depart  from  what  is  the 
usual,  but  not  invariable,  practice  of 
waiting  until  the  Speaker  is  out  of  the 
Chair  before  the  Under  Secretary  for 


Digitized  by 


Googli 


1566 


Supply. 


{8  Fbbruaky  1897} 


Sypphf' 


1966 


War  makes  his  general  statement  on  the 
Army  Estimates. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  Are  we  to  understand 
that  before  we  are  asked  to  consider  the 
Army  Elstimatcs  we  shall  have  no  more 
information  than  is  contained  in  the 
memorandum  which  has  been  referred 
to  ?  If  that  is  sufficient  for  any  one  ques- 
tion it  is  BuHicient  for  the  whole,  and  I 
should  hare  expected  that  the  L«ider  of 
the  House  would  have  seen  at  what  dis- 
advantages the  House  is  placed. 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  must  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  there  is  no 
question  before  the  House. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 


SUPPLY. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

HIUTABT    FORCBS  (uAINTBNANO). 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  proposed  to  leave  out 
from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the 
Question,  in  order  to  add  instead  thereof 
the  words — 

"  Uiis  Houn,  while  ready  to  wonde  the  funds 
required  for  the  efficient  tnatntim^mi^  <if  our 
Military  forces,  denies  to  be  oonTinoed  that 
the  present  system  of  enliatment  and  terms  of 
service  are  sacb  as  to  be  suitable  to  the  reqnire- 
ments  of  the  Empire." 

He  said  the  total  cost  of  our  national 
defences  was  now  larger  than  it  had  ever 
been  before.  Last  year  the  military  and 
naval  Votes  with  the  loan  money  and 
the  Indian  expenditure  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  self-^veming  colonies, 
amounted  to  £63,000,000  a  year,  and  as 
far  as  it  was  possible  to  compute  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  present  year  it  was 
likely  to  be  on  the  same  scale.  Some 
il:emB  would  be  less,  some  more,  but 
£63,000,000  a  year  seemed  to  be  the 
sum  at  which  our  military  and  naval 
expenditure  stood  and  was  likely  to 
Btand.  Of  this  enormous  sum  the  militaiy 


expenditure  of  the  country  formed  more 
than  half.  This  was  a  curious  fact, 
because  this  Empire  was  called  an 
Empire  of  the  Seas,  and  all  persons 
concerned  in  Imperial  defence,  including 
soldiers,  were  generally  inclineil  to  admit  , 
the  Primacy  of  the  Navy  in  defence.' 
It  was  a  remarkable  fact  that,  although 
it  was  generally  admitted  that  the  Navy  j 
stood  first  as  r^i^uded  the  defence  of  the  | 
Empire,  more  than  half  of  our  defence  ' 
expenditure  was  spent  on  the  land  forces.  ^ 
Of  course  he  could  not  say  what  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  next  financial  year 
would  be,  but  taking  the  Estimates  of 
the  next  financial  year,  it  was  fair  to 
say  that  our  military  expenditure  at 
home  now  stood  at  £18,865,000.  It  was 
difficult  to  detach  the  Army  at  home 
from  the  Army  in  India,  and  the  Indian 
expenditure  in  the  previoiis  financial  year, 
without  anything  for  Burmah  or  Chitral, 
amounted  to  £16,127,000  odd.  Adding 
together  what  we  spent  out  of  Votes  here 
for  the  Home  Army,  and  what  was  esti- 
mated for  the  present  year  for  the 
Indian  Army,  which  was  largely  paid 
here,  they  obtained  a  total  expenditure 
of  £34,982,000  for  the  hind  forces.  In 
addition  to  that  there  was  a  large  ex- 
penditure on  military  works,  which  next 
year,  when  from  five  to  six  millions 
sterling  would  be  tf^en  in  the  Loan  Bill 
of  the  present  year,  would  be  very  large. 
There  was  also  the  expenditure  of  the 
self-^Ternii^  colonies,  so  that  he  esti- 
mated the  total  Kxpenditure  on  land 
forces  or  fixed  d^ences  at  at  least  39 
millions  a  year.  All  parties — and  the 
Army  itself — were  willing  to  admit  that 
the  Navy  stood  first.  That  admission 
had  been  made  very  fully  on  the  part  of 
the  present  Government  by  Lord 
Lansdowne;  who  was  responsible  for  the 
present  Estimates.  The  present  Secretary  ' 
of  State  for  War  had  admitted  fully  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Navy  to  protect  1 
us  against  invasion,  and  to  protect  our 
coaling  stations,  which  were  garrisoned 
by  the  Army,  against  inTa8i<»i.  He  had 
told  them  that  the  coaling  stations  of  the  ' 
Navy  need  only  be  garrisoned  by  the 
Army  as  against  what  be  called  cruiser 
attack,  and  said  that  they  were  not  re- 
quired to  be  prepared  to  resist  attack 
from  a  lai^e  hostile  squadron,  carrying 
with  it  a  considerable  expeditionary  force, 
as  from  such  attack  it  was  the  business 
of  the  fleet  to  protect  them;  and  that 
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the  enemj's  fleet  could  not  be  watching 
or  engaging  our  fleet  and  at  the  same 
time  delivering  an  attack  in  force  against 
one  of  our  coaling  stations.    And  yet 
the  Empire  was  spending  39  millions 
sterling  on  land  forces  and  fixed  defences. 
India,  of  coursei   contributed  towards 
these  Estimates,  and  so  did  the  Crown 
Colonies,  but  the  latter  contributed  at  u 
very  different  rate  to  that  at  which  Bidia 
contributed.     [Cheer$.]     The  present 
Government,  moreover,  had  been  de- 
creasing the  contributions  of  the  Crown 
Colonies ;  that  was  the  case  with  the 
Straits  Settlements,  according   to  the 
latest  Return,  and  with  Ceylon,  where 
the  contribution  towards  these  Estimates 
was  fixed  at  7J  per  cent,  of  the  gross 
revenue,  exclusive  of  land  sales.    It  was 
a  remarkable  fact  that,  at  a  time  when 
plague  and  famine  were  rife  in  India,  we 
obtained  the  utmost  farthing  from  India, 
al^ough  this  pressed  with  even  cruel 
severi^  upon  the  Indian  taxpayer,  while 
we  obtained  only  7^  per  cent,  of  the  gross 
revenue  of  a  colony,  like  Ceylon  whose 
prosperity  was  extraordinary.    We  were 
spending  on  our  land  forces  and  defences, 
putting  aside  the  self-governing  colonies, 
37  miUionB  sterling,  and  he  thought  that 
even  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  would 
not  deny  that  our  militaiy  system  was 
by  far  the  dearest  in  the  world.  There 
yraa  an  attempt  made  to  explain  the 
enormous  cost  of  our  militaxy  system  by 
the  absence  of  militaiy  conscription  in 
this  country,  but  lai^  deductions  had  to 
be  made  on  the  other  side.    For  instance, 
the  cost  of  forage  in  Germany  or  France 
was  overwhelmingly  greater  than  our 
own — partly  because  we  had  hardly  any 
horses  in  our  Army.    [Laughter.]  Then 
it  had  to  be  remembered  that  such 
countries  as  France  or  Ga*many  had  to 
keep  clothing,  ammunition,  and  arms  not 
for  the  Army  with  the  colours  or  for  a 
reserve  like  our  own,  but  for  a  war  Army 
of  over  four  million  men  each,  and  all 
that   had   to    be   kept   up   out  of 
the  annual  Votes.     This,  he  thought 
went  to  prove  that  the  absence  of  con- 
scription was  not  in  itself  a  sufficient 
answer  to  those  who   ui^ed  that  our 
Army  was  too  dear.    On  one  occasion 
he  had  had  to  read  a  paper  at  the 
Statistical  Society  on  the  question  of  the 
cost  of  the  Army,  which  produced  a  very 
interesting    discussion    between  tho 
military  authorities  of  this  country,  and 
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had  to  be  admitted  that  the  word 
"  conscription  "  did  not  constitute  a  com- 
plete answer  to  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  cost.     On  the  other  hand, 
was   admitted    that    the  British 
Navy,     considering    the    money  we 
spent  on  it,  was  on  the  whole  more 
efficient   than   the    navies    of  other 
countries,  and  he  thoi^ht  it  was  also 
cheaper.    In  this  argument  in  r^ard  to 
conscription  the  War  Office  took  credit 
for  the  amount  of  the  pay  which  was^ 
given  to  the  soldiers.    But  the  pay  of  thel 
Volunteers  was  non-existent,  that  of  the'. 
Militia  was  very  small,  and  the  pay  of  the 
private  soldier,  although  larger  than  that  1 
of  the  private  soldier  in  foreign  armies, 
was,  in  his  opinion,  very  much  less  than 
it   might   be  with  advantage  to  the 
country.     He  admitted  that  no  close 
comparison  between  the  cost  of  our  Army 
and  those  of  foreign  countries  was  pos- 
sible; ho  merely  protested  against  this 
argument  of  conscription  being  con- 
sidered as  a  complete  answer   to  the 
question  of  cost.    Then  he  would  ask 
what  return  we  got  for  this  cost  in  the 
shape  of  an  Army  that  could  really  be 
employed  for  those  purposes  for  which 
it  was  possible  to  contemplate  our  Army 
being  used.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  He  would 
assume  that  we  possessed  command  of 
the  seas.    The  Secretary  of  State  for  the"- 
Colonies  made  a  veiy  interesting  speech 
last  Saturday  week  at  Birmingham  upon  , 
this  point,  in  which  he  said  that  the  | 
House  of  Commons  had  increased  the 
Empire  and  that  it  must  therefore  in- 
crease its  Army  of  defence.    That  was 
rather  a  specious  ailment,  but  one  that 
would  not  bear  investigation.    To  begin 
with,  Iw^  portions  of  our  Empire,  such 
as  Australia  and  British  North  America, 
with  tho  exception  of  the  fortress  of 
Halifax,  were  not  defended  by  the  Army 
at  all.    They  might  say  that  the  number 
of  troops  we  sent  abroad  needed  to  be 
increased;  but  it  had  not  increased  of 
late  years,  but  had  rather  diminished, 
and  yet  there  was  an  enormoudy  in- 
creased expense.    The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  had  deprecated  any 
depreciation  of  our  defence  resources, 
and  he  should  be  the  last  person  to  make 
any   statement   with   regard  to  them 
which  could  strengthen  the  hands  of 
foreign  countries,  but  they  all  knew  that 
foreign  militaiy  attaches  in  this  oountiy, 
and  tho  intelligence  departments  of 
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foreign  armies  were  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  everything  that  could  be 
said  for  or  against  our  military  system. 
He  believed  it  was  understood  by  foreign 
Govemmoits  that  the  utmost  force  we 
could  send  out  of  this  country  was  16,000 
men.  It  must  be  admitted  that  our 
Army  was  the  only  army  in  the  world 
which  had  no  permanent  organisation  in 
brigades,  divisions,  or  corps,  no  perma- 
nent staff  for  war,  and,  he  was  afraid,  no 
general  training  for  war  in  the  absence  of 
manneuvres,  which  alone  could  train  an 
army  for  service  in  the  field.  He  feared 
that  that  fact  must  m«m  disaster  in  any 
serious  war  in  which  our  Army  was  en- 
gaged. Undoubtedly  the  opinions  ex- 
preimed  in  evidence  before  the  Wanti^e 
Commission  by  now  responsible  for 
the  Army — Lord  Wolseley,  Sir  Evelyn 
Wood,  and  Sir  Redvers  BuUer — exceeded 
in  pessimism  anything  which  could  be 
said  by  any  Member  of  the  House.  The 
Adjutant  General  at  the  time  of  t^e  Wan- 
tage Commissioa  said — 

"  the  military  authorities  lutve  never  been  told 
what  it  is  that  the  Brili^  Anny  is  expected  to 

do  in  war," 

and  he  went  on  to  point  out  that  what- 
ever it  was  that  the  Army  was  expected 
to  do  it  was  unfit,  as  at  present  oi^nised, 
to  do  it.  Lord  Lansdowne  admitted  most 
frankly  that  the  British  Army  was  unfit 
for  war. 

Thb  under  secretary  oit  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  When  did  he  admit  that? 

*SiR  C.  DILKE:  He  admitted  it  in 
another  place.  The  Adjutant  General  in 
his  Wantage  evidence  said,  "  not  a  single 
battalion  at  home  is  fit  to  go  to  war." 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  Without  the  Re- 
serve. 

*SiB  C.  DILKE  said  the  Reserve  was 
untrained,  and  in  that  respect  it  differed 
from  every  othw  reserve  in  the  world. 
It  was  not  the  intention  of  Lord  Card- 
well  when  he  established  the  short  ser- 
vice system  that  the  Reserve  should  be 
used  on  any  but  great  occasions,  and  one 
of  the  worst  points  in  the  present  policy 
of  Lord  Lansdowne  was  that  the  Reserves 
Bill,  which  had  been  condemned  by  every 
competent  military  Member  of  the  House, 
was  to  be  rwntroduced.  When  giving 
his  evidence  the  Adjutant  General  must 
have  forgotten  the  Iwttalions  of  Guards. 
It  would  be  universally  admitted  that 


those  battalions  viere  fit  to  go  to  war. 
The  Under  Secretary  shook  his  head,  as 
he  evidently  thought  they  were  not  fit ; 
he  should  have  thought  they  were  fit  to 
go  to  war  without  their  Reserve  men,  or, 
at  any  rate,  could  have  picked  up  suffi- 
cient men  to  go  to  war  very  quickly.  The 
Guards  were  the  force  in  this  country 
which,  next  to  some  battalions  of  Volun- 
teers, were  most  easily  mobilised ;  but 
they  differed  from  the  Volunteers  in  being 
under  highly  skilled  ofiicers  and  non- 
commissioned officers.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 
One  of  the  great  defects  in  the  present 
scheme  was  that  it  would  spoil  the  only 
battalions  which  at  the  present  time  were 
fit  for  WW.  Sir  Evelyn  Wood,  in  his 
evidence  before  the  Wantage  Commission, 
said:  — 

"  We  have  not  30  per  cent,  of  the  rank  and 
file  who  are  equal  to  carrying  the  service 
marching  order, ' 

and  Lord  Wolseley  agreed.  Anyone  who 
had  watched  the  marching  at  Alder^ot 
during  recent  years  must  have  noticed  a 
progressive  decline  instead  of  an  im- 
provement, and  one  seldom  saw  a  British 
battalion  carrying  packs  in  marching 
order.  ["  The  Guards  !  "J  He  was 
talking  about  the  ordinary  infantry. 
Foreign  armies  carried  their  service 
marching  order  on  all  occasions. 
Even  the  Swiss,  who  had  a  very 
short  period  of  training,  marched  with 
60Ib.  weight  on  their  backs,  and  they 
could  march:  30  miles  a  day.  In  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  drop  the  manoeuvres.  The 
Under  Secretary  shook  his  head,  but  the 
Secretary  of  State  spoke  of  less  extended 
manuBuvres.  £80,000  in  one  lump  was 
dropped,  and  there  was  a  large  diminu- 
tion in  land  transport  work,  which  was 
explained  as  meaning  that  there  were  not 
to  be  mancouvres  in  the  present  year. 
Many  prawns  believed  that  we  could 
never  luive  a  really  efficient  army  unless 
we  had  manoeuvres.  But  even  mancBUvree 
could  not  make  battalions,  and  he  asked 
what  return  we  got  for  the  money  we 
spent.  Of  course  in  India  thero  was  a 
certain  return.  We  could  put  upon  the 
frontier  in  India  a  force  of  70,000  men, 
of  which  two-thirds  would  be  natives. 
But  even  to  put  that  force  in  the  field  700 
officers  would  have  to  be  got  from  home 
for  whom  no  provision  had  ever  been 
made  in  the  Estimates.  What  did  we  get 
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herof  We  got  the  Guards  and  a  little 
field  artillery,  but  nothii^  dse  without 
fresh  expenditure  and  a  great  waste  of 

time  after  the  declaration  of  war.  The 
fieW  artillery  wer6  to  be  slightly  increased 
this  year.  They  were  diminished  by  a 
previous  Government,  and  credit  was 
taken  afterwards  for  having  increased 
them  again.  But  there  was  no  increase 
in  men  or  horses,  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand what  the  increase  was  that  was  not 
to  be  discovered  in  horses  and  men.  He 
could  not  attach  any  particular  impor- 
tance to  the  increase  of  artill^ 
when  it  was  measured  by  one  battery. 
The  net  amount  of  increase  in  field  artil- 
lery was  to  be  under  200  men  and  66 
horses,  and  he  dared  say  that  in  these 
horses  were  included  some  garrison  artil- 
lery horses,  for  some  garrison  batteries 
had  officers'  horses  on  the  estab- 
lishment ;  but  even  assuming  that  the 
field  artillery  was  to  get  all  these  66 
horses,  that  was  not  a  large  increase,  con-^ 
sidering  that  the  field  artillery  had  been 
steadily  declining  in  amount  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  wmlst  the  War  Estimates 
had  been  increasing.  There  was  one 
part  of  the  proposaU  of  the  Government 
which  he  heartily  approved — namely, 
the  proposal  to  increase  the  West  India 
Regiment.  That  would  tend  to  secure 
oiu'  naval  base  at  Sierra  Leoue,  and  was 
a  step  that  had  been  pressed  upun  the 
attention  of  the  Government  by  private 
Members  for  the  last  five  or  six  years. 
But  what  was  going  to  be  done  re- 
specting the  British  infantry  1  It 
was  admitted  that  the  battalions  at 
home  were  killed  for  the  sake  of 
the  small  Indian  mobUe  army.  The 
work  thrown  upon  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  who  had  to 
train  the  masses  of  recruits  to  be 
drafted  to  India  was  work  calculated  to 
break  the  hearts  of  the  best  men. 
^^othing  could  be  more  painful  than  the 
description  given  of  our  existing  bat- 
taliona  in  this  country  by  men  who  knew 
the  facts  of  the  case.  There  were  too 
many  boys  in  them,  and  they  were  there 
for  too  short  a  time.  Lord  Lansdowne 
had  said  that  the  evil  was  the  total  in- 
ability of  that  portion  of  the  Army  which 
was  at  home  to  support  the  portion 
abroad,  and  that  our  present  systeni  was 
worked  under  conditions  which  abso- 
lutely precluded  the  possibility  of  suc- 
cess. Previous  Secretaries  of  State  for 
Sir  Charles  DiUce, 


War  had  been  telling  the  £b>U8e  for  many 
years  that  the  Army  was  in  a  satisfactoiy 
condition.    Remembering  the  optimistic 

statements  made  from  1888  onwards,  he 
thought  the  frank  description  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Army  which  Lord  Lans- 
downe had  given  was  remarkable  Id 
1892  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  speaking  on 
the  subject  of  war  administration,  re- 
ferred to  the  "  appalling  cost,"  and  said, 
"  we  axe  tied  by  traditions,  prejudices, 
and  habits  which  it  is  hopeless  to  over^ 
come."  He  ai&ed  the  House  to  make 
the  attempt  now  to  overcome  the  diffi- 
oulties  of  which  his  right  hon.  Friend 
then  spoke.  If  there  were  co-operation 
between  those  Itadicals  who  honestly  de- 
sired to  get  the  article  for  which  the 
country  paid  and  the  soldiers  who  now 
realised  almost  without  exception  the 
difficulties  into  which  the  Army  had 
fallen — ^if  there  were  co-operation  be- 
tween those  two  sections  of  the  House  he 
felt  certain  that  the  difficulties  would 
be  orercome  at  once.  His  r^ht  honT^ 
Friend  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  whilst  admitting  the  primacy  of  | 
the  Navy,  had  declined  to  contemplate  i 
the  possibility  of  our  taking  part  in  a-^ 
continental  war.  How,  then,  could  he 
justify  an  expenditure  of  £36,000,000  a 
year  upon  our  land  forces?  When  he 
quitted  office  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  prepared,  as  Lord  Itosebery  toll  the 
country  at  the  Albert  Hall,  a  great 
scheme  of  adminis^tive  reform.  What 
were  the  results  of  that  great  sdiemet 
There  was  this  plan  now  brotight  for- 
ward by  the  Government.  The  Secre-^ 
tary  of  State  for  War  had  said  at  Bristol 
that  (dl  would  be  right  if  the  House  of 
Commons  would  give  him  11  more  bat- 
talions ;  but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  \^ 
chequer  had  replied  that  he  would  not  , 
consent,  and  now  the  Government 
brought  forward  a  totally  different  pri>- 
posal^ — a  makeshift.  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  said  that  we  must  estab- 
lish equilibrium  between  the  battalions 
at  home  and  abroad.  Up  to  the  preaent 
time  there  had  never  been  such  equili- 
brium, and  it  would  not  be  establi^ed 
by  the  proposals  of  the  Government.  It 
was  part  of  Lord  Cardwell's  scheme  that 
whenever  two  regimental  battalions  were 
absent  from  home  at  the  same  time  the 
militia  battalion  of  the  regiment  should 
bo  embodied.    But  that  had  never  been 
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done,  and  there  had  never  been  equili- 
brium, because  ever  since  1872  there 
had  been  more  battalions  abroad  than  at 
home.  By  sending  three  battalions  of 
Guards  away  and  so  spoiling  the  only 
good  infantry  battalions  that  we  had  at 
home,  and  by  creating  a  battalion  of 
Cameron  Highlanders — as  if  that  could 
be  done  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen — ^they 
would  have  four  additional  battalions 
abroad.  This  was  called  a  temporary 
arrangemmt.  What  was  the  meaning 
of  that!  Was  there  the  smallest  proba- 
bility that  the  state  of  affairs  in  South 
Africa  would  shortly  permit  the  retiUTi 
home  of  troops  from  that  country,  or 
was  it  likely,  after  the  speech  to  which 
they  had  listened  oh  Friday,  that  a  bat^ 
talion  would  bo  brought  home  from 
Egypt  1  Ho  thought  that  that  was 
unlikely,  and  that  the  plan  of  the 
Government  would  have  nothing  tem- 
porary about  it.  Kven  if  11  battalions 
were  added  to  the  Army,  was  it  probable 
that  our  military  systnn  would  be  a  suc- 
cess and  that  the  country  would  get  an 
adequate  return  for  its  outlay?  The  Sec- 
retary of  State  had  brought  forward  his 
plan  as  an  anonymous  proposal.  It  was 
talked  about  vaguely  as  Sir  Arthur  Hali- 
burton's  plan,  and  the  Under  Secretary 
had  said,  "  This  plan  is  put  before  us  by 
the  military  authorities  as  the  best 
and  most  economical."  Who  were 
the  authorities  thus  referred  itl  Did 
the  Under  Secretary  mean  that  it 
was  the  plan  of  the  Comnmnder-in-Chief  1 
They  did  not  give  their  confidence  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stnte  for  War  or  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  military  or  naval 
matters  apart  from  the  advice  which  they 
received  and  communicated  to  the  House. 
They,  like  himself,  were  amateurs,  how- 
ever great  the  pains  they  took  ;  and  when 
a  new  system  was  being  eBtablished,  or  a 
now  departuro  made,  while  admitting  that 
thrar  {ust  system  had  failed  and  that  they 
were  engaged  in  patching  it  up,  the  House 
ought  to  be  furnished  with  some  kind  of 
military  authority  in  support  of  the 
scheme.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Personally  ho 
did  not  believe  that  this  was  the  plan  of 
the  military  authorities ;  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  was  tho  plan  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  of  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  and  of  Sir 
Evelyn  Wood.  The  present  plan  was  not 
even  that  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  himself  at  the  time  he  made  the 
speech';  and  it  might,  indead,  be  a  plan 


which  was  forced  on  the  miiitary  authori- 
ties, and  which  they  might  have  accepted 
from  the  Government ;  but  from  a  perusal 
of  it  he  did  not  think  that  it  was  the  plan 
which  they  themselves  had  devised.  The 
Under  Secretary  for  War  could  not  object 
to  what  he  had  just  said  in  using  the 
ordinary  sources  of  information  as  to  what 
the  real  opinion  of  the  military  authori- 
ties was.  In  the  Debate  on  cordite  am- 
mimition,  it  was  said  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  that  the  real  opinion 
of  the  military  authorities  was  known, 
although  the  Financial  Secretary  for  War 
of  the  late  Government  (Mr.  Woodfdl) 
said  that 

"  the  War  Office  had  been  advised  by  the  Direc- 
tor of  Artillery,  vboae  concluaioD  had  been 
accepted   and  confirmed   by   the  AdjatULt 

Gleneral." 

He  said  that  this  was  an  anonymous  pro- 
posal The  Government  when  they  came 
into  office  chose  Lord  Wolseley  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. If  the  Grovemment  were 
not  going  to  back  Lord  Wolsd^  up  in  the 
proposals  he  made  they  ot^ht  to  come  to 
the  House  and  say  what  was  his  opinion 
and  their  opinion  of  the  situation.  The 
Government  ought  to  have  the  courage  to 
back  him  up,  because  otherwise  th^  mis- 
led the  country  by  the  weight  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief's name.  The  fact  was 
that  the  House  and  the  country  were  re- 
ceiving the  opinions  on  what  was 
evictently  a  complicated  disease,  not 
of  the  physician  but  of  unknown 
amateurs.  \Ghctra^  He  thought  that 
the  Government  had  on  this  occasion  a 
great  opportunity.  They  made  a  new  de- 
parture by  appointing  a  Committee  of  the 
Cabinet  for  defence,  and  they  made  cer- 
tain variations  in  tho  reforms  of  the  late 
Secretary  for  War;  and  he  believed  that 
public  opinion  would  have  supported  tho 
Government  in  any  drastic  and  effective 
measures  to  remedy  the  present  condition 
of  the  Army.  [Cheers.^  He  was,  how- 
c  rer,  greaUy  disappointed  at  the  miser- 
able make^ift  proposal  which  the  Gov- 
ernment had  offered  to  the  House. 
["  Hear,  hear !  "]  This  particular  anony- 
nious  projTOsal  failed  to  meet  the  batta- 
lion difficulty.  It  obviously  left  the  Field  ' 
Artillery  far  below  the  responsibilities  of  I 
the  country ;  it  increased  the  fixed  de-  I 
fences  of  the  country,  vjiich  were  already  j 
large  in  proportion  to  her  mobile  j 
strength  ;  but  it  spoiled  one  of  the  home  ' 
Infantry  forces.  Tho  Guards  were  now  a 
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short  service  Infantry  force  ;  the  majority 
,  of  the  men  served  three  years,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  send  abroad  a  three  years' 
force.  It  was  impossible  under  three 
-  years'  service  to  allow  the  Guards  to  go 
abroad  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Line  bat- 
talions went  alvoad.  Th^  could  not  be 
sent  to  India  or  to  any  other  distant 
place ;  they  could  only  be  sent  to  the 
Mediterranean,  which  meant  Malta,  Gib- 
raltar, or  Egypt.  But  in  all  these  places 
the  difficulties  of  training  were  very 
great,  and  the  sentry  duty  was  very- 
heavy  ;  the  troops  so  used  were  essentially 
garrison  troops.  If  the  Guards  were  sent  to 
Egjrpt,  to  Malta,  or  Gibraltar,  the  young 
soldiers  would  be  subject  to  fever  in  a 
considerable  degree,  and  undoubtedly 
most  of  the  battalions  which  were  sent 
there  would  pass  into  the  Reserve 
virtually  untrained.  They  would  get  no 
proper  exercise  in  field  work,  and  in  the 
garrison  stations  they  would  become  gar- 
rison troops.  Then  the  battalions  left  at 
home  would  undoubtedly,  though  not  in 
BO  large  a  degree,  undergo  the  deteriora- 
tion to  which  Line  battalions  were  subject 
by  having  to  keep  up  their  corresponding 
bfittaliouB  abroad.  It  was  said  that  Lord 
^ethuen  approved  the  Government 
scheme.  He  was  one  of  the  best  generals 
of  bis  age  which  we  or  any  other  country 
possessed — [cAffr«] — and  Lord  Methuen 
had  shown 'that  he  was  a  very  excellent 
Parliamentary  speaker.  But  in  his  judg- 
ment Lord  Methuen  had  managed  to  ex- 
press his  extreme  objection  to  the  Gov- 
ernment scheme  in  language  which  was 
interpreted  by  the  Government  to  be 
language  of  resigned  approval.  Lord 
Methuen  said  there  were  three  evils  in 
Gibraltar  which  existed  in  a  greater 
degree  there  thiui  in  London  :  Drunken- 
ness, disease,  and  heavy  sentry  duty. 

"  Tlie  question  of  recruiting  was  one  with 
which  he  had  nothing  to  do,  but  he  did  hope 
that  if  any  difficulty  was  found  in  Kettang  re- 
cruits, and  if  the  Brigade  of  Goaras  was  in 
consequence  to  lose  ita  fine  physique,  some 
steps  would  be  taken  to  stop  any  deteriora- 
tion." 

Lord  Methuen  added  that 

"  he  should  not  be  doing  his  du^  if  he  did  not 
point  out  the  dangers  and  difficulties  in  the 
way." 

[CA<er«.]  It  was  not  needful  to  dwell  on 
the  great  cost  and  extreme  inconvenience 
of  having  those  troops  perpetually  at  sea. 

Sir  ChmrUa  DUke. 


They  would  have,  according  to  tho  Gov- 
ernment scheme,  to  be  continually  re- 
lieved at  Gibraltar,  to  be  frequently 
crossing  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and 
there  would  be  the  cost  of  trans- 
port;  but  this  was  a  minor  detoiL 
The  real  point  to  consider  was  wheth^ 
the  troops  s^t  to  the  Reserve  woidd  not  | 
have  had  their  efficien(7^  destroyed  by 
their  want  of  training,  and  whether  the 
battalions  at  home  would  not  be  ruined  in 
order  to  support  the  battalions  at  Gib- 
raltar. As  to  the  reduction  of  military 
expenditure,  while  at  the  same  time 
securing  reforms,  he  said  that  he  had  not 
much  hope  of  a  considerable  saving- in  the 
military  Estimates  so  long  as  we  pro- 
ceeded on  the  present  lines.  One  economy  7 
which  might  be  effected  would  be  to  hand  | 
over  the  naval  bases  to  the  Admiralty.  He  < 
believed  that  the  Admiralty  did  not  want  - 
to  take  them,  but  foreign  Admiralties 
had  to  take  charge  of  such  bases. 
There  were  some,  again,  who  would  vote 
the  money  in  a  limip  to  the  military  au- 
thorities, and  let  the  Commander-in-Chief 
spend  it  very  much  as  he  chose,  without 
control  from  that  House.  In  short, 
thesa  people  thought  the  Army  should 
be  left  to  itself.  Lord  Cromer  gave 
some  interesting  evidence  upon  that 
point  before  the  Indian  Expenditure 
Commission,  and  he  said: — 

"The  fault  of  tbe  English  system  is  that  it 
lodES  too  much  to  the  amount  spent  but  not 
enough  to  seeing  that  the  money  is  well  spent, 
and  sometimes  certainly  it  is  not  well  spent." 


It  would  be  necessary  for  Parliament^  if 
it  wished  to  have  what  Lord  Wolseley 
called  a  cheaper  Army  of  equal  strength, 
or  a  larger  Army  at  the  sune  price, 
to  adopt  a  compute  change  of  system. 
The  real  question  was  what  that  system 
should  be.  He  thought  it  should  be  a 
short-service  system  for  the  Home  Army, 
combined  with  a  long-service  system  for 
India  and  for  the  naval  bases,  if  tho 
Admiralty  would  not -take  those  bases. 
Lord  Roberts  had  expressed  an  opinion 
on  that  point.    He  s&id-: — 

"  If  a  system  had  to  be  framed  afresh  to  meet 
our  requirements,  the  separation" 

— he  did  not  shrink  from  the  word — 

"of  the  infantry  into  permanent  home  and 
foreign  service  battahons  might  be  conducive 
to  the  interest  of  the  soldier  and  vi  the  State." 
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He  also  used  these  vords:— 

"  The  ymasnt  aye  tern  ia  extremely  prejudicial 
to  India  fimndally." 

/Now,  one  of  the  reasons  which  had  been 
given  for  not  Aiaking  a  great  change  was 
that  somebody  in  the  War  Office — ^he 
beUeved  Sir  A.  Haliburton — ^thoi^ht  it 
/  would  mean  that  India  would  have  to 
pay  more  for  her  Army  than  at  'present. 
It  seemed  a  remarkable  fact,  however, 
that  Lord  lloberts,  with  his  enormous  ex- 
perience of  India,  and  General  Cheaney, 
with  his  stiU  greater  experience  of  Indian 
militaty  finance,  should  both  unhesitat- 
ingly express  the  opinion  that  financially 
India  would  be  the  better  off  for 
the  change.  When,  some  time  ago, 
,  he,  in  collaboration  with  Mr.  Spencer 
,'  Wilkinson,  ventured  to  write  on  this  sub- 
ject,  they  had  certain  actuarial  calcula- 
tions with  regfu'd  to  the  cost  of  separate 
;  systems  for  enlistment  for  the  Home 
^  Army  and  for  India.  Those  calculations 
^  had  been  contradicted,  but  they  had 
never  been  in  his  opinion  upset,  and 
since  then,  with  some  modifications,  they 
had  received  the  public  approval  of  Lord 
Roberts  and  General  Chesney.  The  sys- 
/  tem  that  Lord  Roberts  suggested  was 
/  three  years'  service  for  Home,  with  a  pro- 
I  lougatton  for  India  of  the  men  who 
[  wished  to  remain  for  nine  years'  service. 
That  was  the  essence  of  Lord  Roberts's 
scheme.  It  had  been  said  there  would 
be  difficulty  m  getting  sufficient  men  for 
the  long  service.  [SI inuterial  cheers.^ 
On  that  question  he  submitted  that  the 
opinions  of  Lord  Roberts  and  General 
Cheaney  should  have  some  weight,  and 
also  the  experience  of  the  Royal  Marines. 
He  believed  Lord  Roberta  was  right  in 
his  belief  that  half  the  men  would  go  for 
long  service  if  the  service  were  made 
reasonably  attractive.  If  that  were  the 
objection  of  the  Government  to  the 
change,  then  he  suggested  it  would  be 
possible,  as  regards  certain  forces,  to 
bring  the  question  to  the  test  of  actual 
decision  by  the  men  themselves.  It 
would  be  easy  to  see  what  proportion  of 
men  could  be  raised,  for  instance,  when 
the  Marines  were  being  increased,  as  he 
presumed  they  would  be  this  year,  by 
volunteers  from  (unong  short-service  men. 
He  should  be  prepared  himself  to  st^- 
gest  a  plan  by  which  such  a  test  could  be 
made.  If  he  were  asked  what  the  ex- 
I      penditure  of  the  country  on  its  Army 


ought  to  be,  he  answered  that  he  would 
be  prepared,  and  he  believed  the  country 
was  prepared,  to  spend  whatever  was 
necessary  for  o\u*  life  and  nistence. 
\Minitterial  cheers.'\  But  th^  wanted 
to  have  it  shown  that  we  were«  on  the 
total  computation  of  this  immense  ex- 
penditure, allotting  a  proper  share  to  the 
Army  and  Navy  respectively,  and  spend- 
ing the  portion  allotted  to  the  Army  in 
the  most  effective  way.  [CAeer*.]  He 
had  no  desire  to  express  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Government  generally  ;  he 
confined  himself  strictly  to  their  military 
scheme,  but  he  knew  it  was  open  to 
them  to  declare — and  Governments  gene- 
rally were  not  slow  to  do  so — ^that  th^ 
would  treat  any  Amendment  in  Supply 
as  a  vote  of  wuit  of  confidence  in  them- 
selves. Some  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
men opposite  had  ^ven  notices  which 
techniodly  amounted  to  want  of  confi- 
dence alsu.  He  could  not  assent  to  the 
milder  form  of  asking  only  for  inquiry, 
because  the  fact  was,  since  he  had  been 
a  Member  of  the  House,  the  reports  of 
Committees  and  Commissions  on  this 
subject  already  mounted  to  a  column 
taller  than  himself,  and  everything  that 
could  be  said  had  been  said  in  evidence, 
and  was  on  record.  He  appealed  to  those 
who  wanted  their  money's  worth  for  what 
they  spent,  uid  also  to  those  who  wanted 
an'  Army  fit  to  do  that  whichf  by  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Government  themselves, 
our  present  Army  was  not  able  to  per- 
form, to  vote  for  his  Motion. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)  seconded 
the  Motion,  and  said  that,  although  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  called  himself  an 
amateur,  he  was  yet  an  admitted  expert 
in  all  matters  connected  with  civil  and 
military  administration,  and  his  reputa- 
tion extended  far  beyond  the  walls  of 
that  House.  \Cheers.\  In  his  opinion, 
the  charge  of  inefficiency  of  the  Home 
Army  was  caused,  not  because  Par- 
liament voted  insufficient  money,  but 
because  the  money  was  improperly 
and  inefficiently  spent.  \Cheers.\ 
The  country  got  the  maximum  of  cost 
and  the  minimum  of  result  in  its  Army. 
An  expenditiu'e  of  19|  millions  resulted 
in  a  force  of  154,000  with  the  colours 
and  78,000  in  the  reserves.  He  was 
glad  to  know  that  the  Gov^ment  were 
going  to  increase  the  Army,  but  many 
r^rded  the  proposals  as  makeshift  and 
patchvoi^   He  a]^roTed  of  several  of 
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the  proposals,  but  he  did  not  think  that 
those  with  reference  to  the  Brigade  of 
Guards  would  increase  its  efficiency.  He 
did  not  wish  to  say  anyUiizig  in  depre- 
ciation of  that  Brigade,  which  for  260 
years  had  been  bound  up  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  Empire,  and  which  was  the 
oldest  commissioned  corps  in  existence. 
The  Foot  Guards  were  largely  recruited 
in  London  and  the  metropolitan  counties, 
aud  the  men  were  able  while  soldiering 
to  keep  in  touch  with  their  friends. 
Thus,  when  they  Joined  the  reserve,  they 
were  aide  to  get  civilian  employment 
much  more  easUy  than  soldiers  of  the 
Line ;  and  it  was  that  fact  which  was  the 
great  deterrrat  to  recruiting  f<H*  the  Line. 
If  the  Foot  Guards  were  to  be  sent 
abroad  they  would  lose  this  advantage. 
At  Gibraltar  there  was  no  drill-ground 
suitable  for  large  bodies  of  troops,  and 
there  were  bo  many  garrison  duties  for 
which  men  had  to  be  detached  that  the 
Colonel  had  little  opportunity  of  getting 
the  regiment  together.  By  forming  the 
Guards  into  six  battalions — ^three  at 
home  and  three  abroad — those  at  home, 
which  fed  those  abroadi  would  be  re- 
duced to  the  position  of  squeezed  lemons. 
As  to  the  field  batteries,  Lord  Lans- 
downe  said  that  by  increasing  them  by 
one  there  would  be  guns  enough  for  the 
three  home  Army  Corps.  According  to 
the  French  and  Prussian  standards,  there 
were  five  guns  to  1,000  men  ;  and  at 
that  rate  we  ought  to  have  375  guns  for 
our  three  Army  Corps.  But  the  num- 
ber of  guns  we  should  absolutely  possess 
would,  at  the  most,  be  320,  and  for  the 
400,000  infantry,  beyond  the  three  Army 
Corps,  there  would  not  be  a  single  bat^ 
tery.  Those  who  were  in  France  in  1871 
would  know  that  the  defeat  of  the  Army 
of  the  Loire  and  of  the  Army  of  the 
East,  under  Bourboki,  was  almost  en- 
tirely due  to  shortness  of  guns.  It  was 
easy  to  improvise  a  regiment  of  con- 
scripts, but  a  battery  could  no  more  be 
improvised  than  an  ironclad.  We  were 
to  have  only  320  guns,  while  a  small 
country  like  Roumania  in  1886  had  300 
guns,  fuid  Servia  had  285.  As  for  ammu- 
nition trains,  which  were  an  essential 
part  of  the  artillery  service,  we  had  abso- 
lutely none  in  this  country.  The  War 
Office  had  not  shown  a  proper  grasp  of 
this  question  of  army  augmentation. 
This  scheme  ought  to  have  represented  a 
parting    of'  the    ways  with    the  old 


methods.   The  ad<Ution  of  a  few  thou- 
sand men  was  nothing ;  augmentation 
ought  to  have  been  considered  in  con- 
nection with  a  wdl-conceived  plan  of 
national  and  Imperial  defence.  The 
Authorities  might  have  considered  the 
scheme  of  a  long-service  army  for  India 
and  a  short-service  army  with  a  reserve 
for  this  country ;   the  garrisoning  of 
small  outlying  stations  by  the  Marines, 
iiistead  of  by  Line  regiments  which,  so 
shut  up,  became  inefficient  for  want  of 
proper  drill  and  manoeuvring.    The  War"^ 
Office  might  have  considered  also  the  > 
scheme  put  forth  by  the  Daily  Chroniclt 
for  an  Imperial  army,  in  the  formatioD'^ 
of  which  the  colonies  should  be  invited  ' 
to  join,  paying  some  part  of  the  cost  and  ^ 
finding  a  recruiting  ground.  Before 
giving  this  money,  the  House  should 
consider  what  the  War  Office  had  done 
in  the  last  50  years.    Its  path  had  beeu 
strewn  with  failures.      There  was  the 
scheme  of  1872,  the  most  fatuous  and 
ridiculous  ever  imagined,  in  which  the 
whole  country  was  parcelled  out  into 
eight  army  corps  which  had  no  exist- 
ence; the  squadron  ajstem,  which  was 
soon  abandoned,  and  the  linked  battalion 
system,  which  had  proved  an  utta 
failure.     In  1860 — a  normal  year — the 
Army  Estimates  were  £14,900,000,  and 
for  this  sum  au  army  of  236,000  men 
might  have  been  put  into   the  fieli 
Last    year's  Estimates    amounted  to 
£19,600,000,  and  the  total  forces  avail- 
able were  only  229,000  men.    So  that 
in  36  years  the  War  Office  had  increased 
the  Estimates  by  36  per  cent.,  and  re- 
duced the  nominal  forces  available  1^  31 
per  cent.   That  did  not  encourage  ^ 
voting  of  more  money  to  tiiia  D^art- 
ment.    The  French  army  represented  a 
chaise  of  25  millions  a  year,  and  forthat 
expenditure  there  were  600,000  men  with 
the  colours,  aud  reserves  of  2,500,000. 
In  the  German  Confederation  there  was 
an  expenditure  of  27  millions,  and  there 
were  585,000  men  with  the  coloun,  and 
reserves    of    3,250,000.  Switzerland, 
with  a  poptdation  of  three  millions,  spent 
£1,000,000  a  year,  aud  had  a  first  re- 
serve of  250,000  men  and  a  second  of 
220,000.     And  these  forces  were  all 
bri^ided  aud  available  when  wanted.  In 
1870  the  Prussian  Staff  put  400,000  me& 
on  the  line  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Toi^ 
in  a  few  weeks.    How  long  would  it  take 
the  War  Office  to  mobilise  35,000  at 
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Aldenthotl  But,  unsatisfactoij  as  was! 
the  nominal  foroe  available  when  com- 
pared with  our  expenditure,  it  was  still 
more  unsatisfactory  in  reality  than  on , 
paper ;  for  nearly  37,000  out  of  the 
156,000  men  were  serving  in  the  colonies. 
Most  of  the  men  of  the  Home  Army 
serving  abroad  were  shut  up  in  Gibraltar 
and  Malta,  and  in  other  small  stations, 
where  they  had  no  chance  of  getting  the 
necessary  field  drill  and  instruction.  They 
consequently  lost  their  efficiency  and 
were  unable  to  meet  European  troops 
in  the  field.  In  re^rd  to  the  rest  of  the 
Home  Army,  116,000  men,  he  would, 
point  out  that  the  present  Commander- 
in-Chief  stated  before  the  Wantage  Com- 
mittee that  there  was  not  a  single  bat^ 
talion  fit  to  be  sent  abroad,  each  being 
like  a  squeezed  lemon ;  that  it  would 
have  to  be  supplemented  by  the  Reserve ; 
and  that  that  Reserve  was  practically  a 
sham.  He  did  not  think  there  could  be 
a  stronger  condemnation  than  those 
words  of  Lord  Wolseley.  Then,  take  the 
case  of  individual  battalions.  He  knew 
one  which  was  supposed  to  bare  a 
strength  of  950  men  in  the  ranks.  But 
400  of  the  men  were  under  20  yeara,  and 
could  not  be  sent  out  of  the  coxmtry. 
About  5  per  cent,  were  what  were  called 
*'  specials  " — their  chest  measurements 
were  short  and  they  were  under  5ft.  4in. 
In  addition  to  all  that,  there  was  a  draft 
of  from  120  to  150  men  to  be  sent  to  the 
battalion  serving  abroad  in  the  course 
of  the  neit  month.  What  then  became 
of  the  strength  of  950  men  when  only 
men  could  be  put  into  line)  Lord 
Wolseley  was  therefore  right  when  he 
said  that  the  battalions  at  home  were 
nothing  more  than  "squeezed  lemons." 
Then  as  to  the  cavalry  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice. ,  He  had  never  been  able  to  under- 
stand, though  he  had  served  ten  years 
in  a  dragoon  regiment,  why,  with  13,000 
dragoons,  they  should  not  have  13,000 
horses  to  put  them  on.  He  knew  very 
well  that  there  were  a  great  many  double 
horses  in  some  regiments — more  horses 
than  men  to  ride  Uiem  veiy  often.  But 
that  was  because  of  the  system  under 
which  recruits,  after  a  lot  of  money  was 
spent  on  their  training,  were  put  into 
the  canteens  or  made  officers*  servants  of 
instead  of  being  made  dragoons.  Lord 
Wolseley  had  described  the  Reserve  as 
a  sham.    How  could  there  be  an  efficient 


Reserve  when  they  were  never  called 
upl  Some  of  the  men  of  the  Reserve 
lud  not  worn  a  red  coat  for  nine  years, 
and  since  they  left  the  colours,  rifles, 
powder,  guns,  projectiles — everj^thing, 
in  fact,  had  been  altered ;  and  now 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  proposed  to  introduce  a  new 
helmet.  Then,  as  to  the  Auxiliary 
Forces,  he  did  not  think  he  need  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  in  describing  their 
condition.  He  could  imderstand  the  posi- 
tion of  hon.  Gentlemen  like  the  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere),  who 
wished  to  have  the  Army  disbanded  and 
the  Navy  dismantled^  and  d^ured  to 
trust,  like  Lord  Randolph  Churchill,  the 
warlike  instincts  of  ui  ancient  people ; 
bit  he  was  surprised  that  a  proposal  to 
largely  increase  the  expenditure  on  the 
Army  should  be  made  by  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  knew  perfectly  well  that 
the  Army  was  neither  efficient  nor  to  be 
relied  on. 

Me.  BRODRICK  said  he  always 
listened  with  the  greatest  possible  respect 
to  everythii^  that  fell  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  moved  this 
Motion.  There  was  probably  no  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  was  not  an  Army 
man  who  had  given  so  much  of  his  time 
or  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  or- 
ganisation of  the  Army  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean.  He  therefore  r^retted  very 
much  that  it  became  necessary  occasion- 
ally for  him,  as  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
to  controvert  the  views  expressed  hy  the 
right  hon.  Gfflitleman,  who,  however, 
was  often  found  supporting,  the  policy 
of  the  present  Government  in  r^ard  to 
the  defensive  forces  of  the  Empire.  But 
he  thought  that  on  this  occasion  every 
Member  of  the  House  who  had  heard 
the  denxmciation  of  the  whole  Army 
system  and  the  hostile  criticism  of  every 
arrangement  connected  with  the  Army 
at  home  and  in  the  Colonies,  in  the 
course  of  the  two  speeches  which  had 
been  made  in  support  of  the  Motion, 
must  wonder  how  it  was — to  quote  the 
concluding  words  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South-East  Essex — ^that  men 
who  knew  that  the  Army  was  neither 
useful  nor  efficient  could  ask  the  ^use 
to  spend  a  large  extra  sum  in  bolstering 
it  up.  [CAe«r«.]  He  wondered  what  his 
hon.  Friend's  idea  was  as  to  the  process 
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of  mind  by  which  a  nmuber  of  men  sit- 
ting on  the  Treasury  Bench  could  so  far 
forget  all  the  attributes  on  which  all 
Members  of  the  House  prided  themselves 
as  to  unite  in  bolstering  up  a  rotten 
Army  system  and  in  making  fresh  de- 
mands for  money  without  satisfying 
themselves  that  the  money  could  be 
effectively  spent  in  improving  the  condi- 

1  tion  of  the  Army,  [Cheers.]  He  thoi^ht 
\  the  fact  that  nine  Secretaries  of  State 
had  supported  the  system  introduced  by 
Lord  Cardwell — modified  since  then  in 
some  minor  respects — ought  to  be  some 
guarantee  that  that  system  was  not  so 
absolutely  rotten  as  it  had  just  been 
.  described.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Deau  had  said  that  the  country 
oi^ht  to  get  more  value  for  the  money 
it  spent  on  the  Army ;  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  never  threw  out  a  sug- 
gestion, in  the  course  of  his  speech,  as 
to  how  that  better  value  was  to  be  ob- 
tained for  the  expenditure.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had,  indeed,  made  one 
suggestion — that  was  that  the  soldiers 
should  be  more  highly  paid.  Of  course, 
they  would  all  be  glad  to  see  that  done, 
but  it  would  mean  an  enormous  plunge 
into  the  National  purse.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
put  fonrard  a  scheme  which  had 
to  some  extent  received  the  imprimatur 
of  Lord  Roberts.  What  would  be  the 
result  of  such  a  scheme  if  adopted! 
It  would  magnify  every  evil  under 
which  our  Army  system  now  suffered, 
and  put  upon  India  an  increased 
charge  of  £640,000  a  year.  [Cheers.] 
Let  the  House  consider  what  our  Army 
had  to  do.  There  was  no  other  army  in 
the  world  subject  to  similar  conditions. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  In  the  first  place,  we 
had  to  maintain  a  force  in  India  and  the 
colonies  of  neariy  100,000  men ;  secondly, 
we  had  to  provide  a  force  fit  for  mobilisar 
tion  to  the  extent  the  military  authori- 
tiw  deemed  necessary  ;  thirdly,  we  had 
to  provide  the  possibility  ot  sending  two 
army  corps  on  foreign  service ;  and, 
fourth,  we  had  to  provide  for  the  exigen- 

.  cies  of  possible  small  wars,  and  he  would 
remind  the  House  that  the  small  wars 
which  we  had  undertaken — often  sur- 
rounded with  great  difficulties — had  been 
carried  out  with  more  success  than  had 
attended  the  efforts  of  foreign  Powan 
under  similar  circumstances.  [Cheers.] 

Mr.  Brodrick, 


The  short-service  system  was  baaed  on 
the  principle  that  we  should  have  an 
equal  number  of  battalions  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  battalions  at  home  to  find 
drafts  for  those  abroad.    The  effect  of 
this,  of  coimie,  was  that  the  home  batta- 
Uons  were  depleted  annually  of  &  number 
of  their  best  men.   That  system  was  tried  ^ 
by  Lord  Cardwell  undo-  two  different 
organisations,  first  with  the  home  batta-  \ 
Uon  at  450.    That  system  failed  entirely,  | 
and  it  was  deserted  for  a  system  in  which  j 
nearly  all  the  battalions  at  home  "^-ere 
placed  on  an  establishment  of  720  rank  \ 
and  file.    But  after  the  Indian  and  colo-  , 
nial  drafts  were  taken  away  from  these 
battalions  they  were  reduced  to  a  number  \ 
at  which  they  could  not  be  sent  abroad  J 
without  drawing  upon  the  reserves.  It 
had  been  made  a  matter  of  complaint 
that  the  battf^ions  were  not  effective  for 
foreign  service  without  the  reservists 
being  drawn  upan  ;  but  that  was  inevit- 
able, and  he  did  not  apologise  for  it 
xmder  the  circumstances.    There  was  no 
foreign  regiment,  so  far  as  he  knew,  ^hich 
could  be  mobilised  for  the  defence  even 
of  its  own  country  without  calling  on  the 
reserves.   It  was  true  that  our  reservists 
were  not  called  out  for  training  as  foreign 
reserves  were ;  but  the  men  could  not  be  , 
called  up  arbitrarily  without  int'jrfering  ^ 
with  Uieir  employment.    It  would,  of 
course,  be  an  advantage  to  train  lbs  re-  , 
servists  to  a  greater  extent,  Imt  it  could 
not  be  done  compulsorily.      [•'  Hear, 
hear  I  "]    In  considering  this  point  he 
would  ask  the  House  to  bear  in  ininu  the 
extent  of  training  the  British  soldier  had 
with  the  colours.  The  British  soldier  was 
eight  years  with  the  colours  and  four  or 
five  years  iil  the  Reserve ;  and  was  it 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  man  would 
forget  in  four  years  what  he  had  learnt 
in  eight  years  of  active  service  t  In  the 
German   infantry  the  soldier  was  20 
months  with  the  colours  and  two  or  three 
years  in  the  reserve,  but  the  men  were 
trained  ceaselessly,  morning,  noon,  and 
night,  and  he  would  ask  what  sort  of  re- 
cruits would  be  obtained  in  this  country 
if  a  man's  life  was  made  practically  a 
slavery,  as  was  the  case  with  the  German 
soldier  in  the  first  year  of   service  I 
["  Hear,  hear ! "]    He  would  be  a  bold 
War  Minister  who  would  come  down  to 
that  House  and  propose  a  similar  system 
of  training  for       British  soldier.  The 
French  soMier  was  three  years  with  the 
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colours  and  seven  years  in  the  reserve, 
and  the  Austrian  soldier  the  same.  There- 
fore, the  British  soldier  spent  more  than 
twice  the  time  with  the  colours  and  a 
shorter  period  with  the  reserve  than  the 
foreign  soldier.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  In 
1885  the  reserriBts  attached  to  14  dif- 
fa*ent  regiments  were  called  out  for  in- 
spection.   He  would  not  give  the  names 
of  the  reglmenta,  but  he  would  read  some 
of  the  reports  of  the  inspecting  officers. 
The  first  was  a  cavalry  corps,  and  the 
men  were  reported,  after  a  month's  train- 
ing, to  be  "  fit  to  take  their  places  in  the 
ranks."    The  reports  went  on  as  to  the 
other  regiments — "  efficient   in  drill," 
"efficient  in  drill  and  military  duties," 
"efficiency  excellent,"  "thoroughly  effi- 
cient," and  so  on,  the  reports  generally 
being  to  the  effect  that  the  Reserve  men 
were  efficient  and  fit  for  active  service. 
["  Hear,  hear ! "]  That  experience  ought 
at  once  to  dispoBe  of  the  idea  that  our 
Reserve  force  was  a  sham.    ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]   Whatever  were  the  faults  of 
Lord  Cardwell's  scheme,  it,  at  all  events, 
had  this  advantage — that  it  had  provided 
for  the  first  time  an  efficient  Reserve  of 
80,000  men  fit  to  take  their  places  in 
the  Line  regiments.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  had  complained  that  there  was  a 
deficiency  of  field  artillery  at  home,  in 
comparison  with  the  strraigth  of  the  in- 
fantry.   He  mi^t  state  that  the  field 
artillery  had  now  been  increased  to  the 
extent  sufficient  for  three  Army  corps. 
["  Hear,  hear  1  "]    We  had  in  store,  and 
practically  in  readiness — though  a  few 
guns  were  still  under  conversion — all  the 
reserve  guns  'necessary  for  those  Army 
corps  to  meet  casualties  or  exigencies. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  com- 
plained that  there  were  no  field  guns 
attached  to  the  great  force  of  Volunteer 
infantry  in  the  country ;  but,  sur^y,  if 
the  Volunteer  inftmtiy  was  to  be  regarded 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  national  de- 
fences, it  was  only  right  that  they  should 
take  into  account  the  200  mobile  guns 
in  the  hands  of  the  Volunteer  artillery, 
which  would,  in  the  event  of  invasion, 
be  undoubtedly  used  in  support  of  the 
infantry — ["  hear,   hear !  "] — though  he 
was  ready  to  admit  that  the  Volunteers 
were  not  yet  furnished  with  a  regular 
artillery  force.    With  regard  to  tlie  com- 
plaint that  the  military  manceuvres  had 
been  dropped  this  year,  he  could  only  say 


that  the  explanation  was  simple.  The 
Government  had  had  many  difficulties  to 
contend  with  in  the  matter,  but  they  had 
an  important  Measure  in  haiid  relating 
to  it,  and  it  would  be  pushed  forward  as 
soon  as  possible.  At  any  rate,  the  Gov- 
ernment did  not  go  one  step  from  the 
declaration  they  made  last  year — namely, 
that  it  is  desirable  from  time  to  time  to 
hold  large  manoeuvres.  They  hoped  in 
tho  next  year  to  have  the  large  tract  of 
ground  on  Salisbury  Plain,  to  which  re- 
ference hxui  previously  been  made  in  the 
House,  and  for  the  purchase  of  which 
the  necessary  estimate  had  already  been 
taken.  The  ground  would  be  new  to  the 
troops  and  new  to  the  generals,  and  would 
enable  troops  to  bo  manoeuvred  on  a 
much  lai^er  scale  than  at  Alder- 
shot  or  elsewhere.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "] 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked,  "Do 
we  get  a  force  for  any  of  the  purposes  of 
the  Empire  in  any  way  equivalent  to  its 
expense!"  and  he  luul  expressed  his 
regret  that  the  demand  was  so  small. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  a  small  demand. 
["Hear,  hear!"]  It  was  the  largest  in- 
crease which  had  been  made  to  the  Army 
for  25  years.  [CAeers.] 

*Sia  C.  DILKE  said  he  did  not  express 
regret  that  the  demand  was  so  smaU. 
He  expressed  no  opinion  one  way  or  the 
other  upon  that  point,  but  he  did  express 
the  belief  that  a  large  saving  could  not  be 
made  with  the  present  qrstem. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  ho  was  about  to 
justify  their  proposal.  It  was  quite  true 
they  had  not  asked  for  more  field 
artillery. 

*Sra  C.  DILKE  said  he  did  express 
regret  with  regard  to  the  field  artillery. 

Mh.  BRODRICK  said  they  did  a  good 
deal  for  field  artillery  last  year.  They 
added  81  guns,  and  they  hod  got  horses 
and  men  for  three  Army  corps.  After 
all,  they  could  not  do  eTer3rthing  at  once, 
and  it  was  perfectly  obvious  tiiat  they 
must  apply  the  military  organisation  to 
what  they  had  got  before  they  began  to 
lay  down  plans  for  an  occasion  which  had 
not  yet  come  upon  them.  As  regarded 
the  garrison  artillery,  they  had  faced  the 
question  of  providing  for  the  adequate 
defence  of  the  forts  and  coaling  stations 
by  largely  increasing  the  number  of  such 
artillery.  But  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
and  those  behind  him  had  concentrated 
their  attention  on  the  infantry.  What 
were  the  facts  about  the  inbntiy?  He 
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hoped  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  not 
think  him  discourteouB  if  he  declined  at 
that  moment  to  enter  into  the  question 
of  the  Guards.  It  was  to  be  raised  on  a 
distinct  Jilotion  later  in  the  evening,  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  convenient  to  the 
House  that  the  discussion  should  take 
place  then.  ["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  But  as 
regarded  the  number  of  regimeuts  which 
it  had  been  said  should  b^  added  to  the 
Line,  he  might  say  that  the  present 
number  of  Line  battalions  abroad  was 
76,  and  the  present  number  at-home  was 
65,  Incidentally  he  might  say  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  in  error  in  stating 
that  25  years  ago  they  had  |HH)portion- 
ately  a  larger  number  abroad. 

*Sm  C.  DILKE:  I  did  not  say 
proportionately. 

Mb.  BRODKICE  said  he  had  so  undei^ 
stood  him.  At  all  events,  the  position 
25  years  ago  was  that  they  had  71 
battalions  at  home  and  70  abroad.  No 
short-service  system  could  have  a  fair 
trial  which  for  a  long  period  had  a  strain 
of  that  kind  put  upon  it.  What  it  meant 
was  that  they  had  r^ments  abroad  with 
no  battalions  at  home  to  relieve  them 
and  forced  to  draw  their  recmita  from 
depdts — ^by  no  means  the  beet  method 
of  training  recruits — and  forced,  there* 
fore,  to  take  a  veiy  large  number  of 
young  soldiers  into  their  ranks,  and  who, 
when  they  did  come  home,  were  in  a  state 
of  very  much  less  efficiency.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  Government,  if  it  was  ac- 
cepted, as  he  hoped  it  would  be,  by  the 
House,  would  prevent  the  necessity  of 
raising  six  now  Line  battalions,  as  it 
would  mean  that  instead  of  havii^  7l) 
Line  battalions  abroad  and  66  at  Iwme, 
they  would  in  future  have  73  abroad  and 
69  at  home.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
said,  "Why  didn't  you  make  a  clean 
business  of  it  and  raise  four  more  new 
battalions  f "  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "]  Their 
reply  to  that  was  that  they  had  a  right  to 
consider  that  two  of  the  battalions  which 
were  sent  to  South  Africa  last  year  were 
only  there  temporarily,  and  that  any 
change  in  the  state  of  affairs  there  which 
enabled  them  to  bring  those  battalions 
home  would  make  the  number  of  bat- 
talions at  home  equal  to  those  abroad. 
But  the  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman  challenged 
this  decision,  and  practically  said  it  had 
not  been  supported  by  military  opinion. 
The  Army  Board,  of  which  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief was  a  member,  had  been 
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Continually  throughout  the 
year  with  regard  to  this  proposal,  and  it 
finally  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  \ 
State  the  following  proposals: — (1)  To  \ 
add  one  battalion  of  field  artillery ;  (2) 
To  add  3,300  men  to  the  garrison 
artilleiy ;  (3)  To  raise  two  new  battaUons 
of  Guards ;  (4)  to  raise  an  atlditional 
battalion  of  the  West  India  Regiment ; 
and  (5)  To  raise  an  additional  battalion 
of  Malta  Militia.    The  Army  Board  also"^ 
considered  the  condition  of  battaUons  -jf  I 
the  Line,  and  they  held  that  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  lining  should  be  put  into  j 
such  a  position  that  the  foreign  battalions  i 
could  be  supplied  without  having  two  i 
battalions  of  the  same  regiment  abroad 
at  the  same  time;   The  Government  hai 
made  that  decision  except  with  regard  to 
the  two  battalions  he  had  mentioned, 
and  therefore  he  was  entitled  to  say,  in 
reply  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  the 
proposals  of  the  Army  Board,  under  the 
instructions  which  the  Government  natur- 
ally gave  as  to  the  purposes  for  which 
the  Army  was  intended  to  be  used,  had 
been  met  by  the  provision  which,  the 
Government  had  made.    He  might  go 
one  step  further  and  say  that,  so  for  fnnn 
there  beii^,  on  the  part  of  the  militaiy 
heads  of  the  War  Office,  any  feeling  that 
they  had  been  defrauded  of  what  they 
might  naturally  have  expected,  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  taken  aa  a 
whole,  had  been  gratefully  accepted  br 
one  and  nil  not  merely  as  an  instalment, 
but  as,  in  the  words  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chiff,  "  such  a  step  forward  as  the 
Army  has  not  made  for  many  years." 
[Cheers^   He  did  not  wish  to  labour  this 
poin^  but  he  should  like  t«  say  that  the 
language   with   which   their  military 
advisers  had  i^reed  to  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  had  been  veiy  different 
to  that  of  the  Gentleman  who  had  spoken 
in  the  House  that  afternoon.    After  all, 
they  could  only  be  guided  by  those  who 
had  the  responsibility.   They  had  fol- 
lowed them,  he  believed,  not  only  in  tue 
main  m  the  proposals  they  had  made, 
but  they  had  followed  them,  he  believedtl 
to  the  whole  extent  of  the  soldiers  theyl 
were  likely  to  obtain.    ["  Hear,  hear !  "]1 
He  had  a  few  words  to  say  as  to  the 
alternative  proposal  laid  down  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.   That  proposal  was"^ 
a  revival  of  the  scheme  which  he  sub-  | 
mitted  in  great  detail  and  admirably  j 
worked  out  some  time  ^o.   That  scheme  • 
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was  that  the  recniits  should  be  enrolled 
for  three  jears  at  home  and  for  nine  or 
18  years  iu  India. 

*SiB  C.  DILKE :  I  said  nothing  about 
18  years  to-night.  I  confined  myself  to 
that  scheme  as  criticised  by  Lord  Roberts. 
I  accepted  to-night  the  oriticiams  of  Lord 
Roberta. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  did  not  want 
to  hold  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  any- 
thing but  Mb  present  view.  His  present 
view  was  three  years  at  home  and  nine 
years  in  India.  Did  that  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Aimy  at  homef  Would 
it  improve  the  condition  of  the  Army  at 
home  if,  after  a  man  had  done  three 
years'  service  at  home,  he  was  to  have  the 
alternative  either  of  going  into  the 
Reserve  or  of  going  to  India  for  nine 
years  1  hord  Roberts  was  a  great 
authority,  but  there  were  some  statistics 
which  were  perhaps  even  higher  than 
Lord  Roberta.  Those  were  the  statistics 
of  the  health  of  the  Army  in  India  during 
the  closing  years  of  long  serrice.  ["  Hear, 
hear  t "]  Before  the  end  of  long  service 
65  per  1,000  of  the  Army  of  India  were 
dying.  The  cost  of  India  annually  repre- 
sented, as  compared  with  the  previous 
rate,  the  diflference  between  65  per  1,000 
and  17  per  1,000.  ["Hear,  hear  I"]  If 
they  could  reduce  the  amount  of  life  to 
the  figures,  the  cost  to  India  by  this 
reckless  expenditure  of  human  life  was 
calculated  to  amount  to  £1,000  per  day, 
or  £366,000  per  year.  There  was  not 
merely  the  question  of  health.  There 
was  aiao  the  question  of  efficiency.  He 
believed  it  was  held  widely  hj  other 
soldiers  of  CToinence  that  nine  years  in 
India  was  too  long  a  time  to  employ 
private  soldiers  without  a  change.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal  was, 
after  the  12  years'  service  to  send  the 
men  back  home.  Was  he  going  to  pension 
them  or  would  he  turn  them  out  at  the 
age  of  30  without  a  farthing  except  what 
was  due  to  him  as  deferred  pay?  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  took  the  question 
of  penmons  into  his  scheme  or  not»  but 
the  cost  of  that  scheme  would  be  some- 
thing like  £640,000  a  year  more  than 
the  present  system  of  providing  a  good 
British  Army  with  shorter  service  and  an 
Indian  Army,  and  would  be,  in  his 
opinion,  of  most  militaiy  authorities,  far 
less  efficient.  That  House  had  appointed 
committee  and  commission,  one  after 
another,  to  inquire  into  the  needs  of  the 


Anny.     They    had    Lord  IRandolph 
Churchill's  Committer  which'  considerad 
the  financial  arrai^ments  of  the  Army 
in  1887.   They  had  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire's Commission  in  1889,  and  they  had 
the  Wantage  Committee  in  1890.  The 
Wantage    Committee    was  specially 
charged  with  considering  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  service  in  the  Army,  and 
he  thought  that,  as  that  verdict  had  been 
challenged,  they  had  some  right  to  ask 
the  House  to  abide  by  it.  Lord  Wantage's 
Committee  said,  not  that  the  system  had 
failed,  but  that  the  working  of  the  sryatem 
had  been  such  that  it  had  not  had  a  fair 
chance.   The  House  was  now  asked  to  ^ 
improve  the  working  of  the  system  and 
to  put  that  ffystem  into  such  a  condition 
as  Lord  Wants^e's  Committee  desired  it 
should  be  in.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  a  scheme  and  the  other  hon.  €rentle- 
men  had  their  sch^es.   There  might  be 
a  separate  Indian  Army  or  there  might 
be  a  return  to  the  long-service  system, 
which,  as  Lord  Wolseley  had  observed,, 
would  be  like  makii^  water  run  up  hill, 
but  there  was  no  scheme  on  which  re- 
liance could  be  placed  with  that  certainty  ) 
which  could  be  relied  on  as  to  results,  as  ' 
was  the  case  with  the  short  service,  and  1 
until  a  better  system  was  produced, 
surely  it  must  be  said  that  short  service  1 
held  the  field.    ["Hear,  hearl"]    What  J 
had  it  given  us?   We  had  for  the  first 
time  a  force  of  200,000  under  pay  in 
England  by  voluntary  recruiting.  He  ad- ] 
mitted  that  the  first  year  recruits  were  I 
too  young ;  he  admitted  that  Uie  bat-  ( 
talions  at  home  were  tmfit  to  go  abroad  \ 
without  reserves.    If  we  oould  afford  lo  ^ 
pay  a  larger  scale  of  pay  we  might  seoure 
recruits  in  competition  with  the  ordinary 
labour  market,  but  we  could  not  do  that ; 
we  could  not  hope  to  attract  men  who 
could    earn    4s.    a    day    at  other 
labour,  but  at  the  same  time  those 
who    knew    our   soldiers    after  two 
or  three  years'  service  allowed  that 
there  never  was  a  time  when  the  British 
Army  was  in  a  better  and  sounder  con- 
-dition,  except  u  regards  the  first-year 
recruits.   Under  these  circumstances  he 
tugal  the  House  and  every  Member  to 
read  the  evidmee  given  before  Lord 
Wantage's  Committee,  and  to  believe  that  ~^ 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  ' 
the  system  that  had  failed,  but  that  the  \ 
working  of  the  system  required  improve- 
ment   The  hon.  Member  for  Bdfiut  (Mr. 
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Arnold-Fonter)  had  imttai  a  letter  to 
The  Timet  in  which  he  regretted  to  gee 
the  hon.  Member  spoke  of  a  email  gection 
having  had  their  fling  and  having  done 
their  level  best  to  ruin  the  British  Army. 
That  section  thus  alluded  to  included 
nine  Secretaries  of  State,  four  Adjutants- 
General,  and  two  Commanders-in-Chief, 
of  whom  one  was  the  most  distinguished 
representative  of  the  old  aehobi  of  mili- 
tary thought,  and  the  second  was  the 
most  prominent  General  of  the  new 
school.  In  asking  the  House  to  reject 
the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
he  did  so  in  favour  of  a  system  which  had 
given  us  the  best  Army  we  had  ever  had, 
which  had  produced  results  which  could 
not  be  surpassed  by  any  system  which 
could  be  suggested  in  place  of  it,  and 
which,  if  the  House  would, only  give  the 
extra  reg^ents  now  proposed,  would 
j enable  the  system  to  have  affair  trial, 
.'  enabling  line  regiments  to  fulfil  the  part 
'  th^  were  intended  to  bear,^  and  carry 
out  a  weH-conoeived  plan,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  highest  authority,  would 
secure  the  ^ciency  of  our  Army. 
[Cheers.] 

Sir  H.  HATELOCK-ALLAN  (Durham, 
S.E.)  said  he  had  no  intention  of  voting 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  because, 
though  there  were  some  parts  of  his 
speech  with  which  he  thoroughly  agreed, 
his  own  view  was  in  accord  with  that  of 
the  Under  Secretary.  He  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  looking  closely  into 
the  figures  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and 
it  was  not  of  the  sUghtest  use  to  follow 
a  comparison  of  the  cost  of  foreign  armies 
with  the  British  Army.  This  matter 
had  been  discussed  in  the  House,  and  had 
been  well  dealt  with  by  the  late  Secre- 
tary for  "War.  It  was  not  possible  to 
make  the  comparison,  not  only  because 
of  the  fact  that  while  on  the  Continent 
there  was  the  system  of  conscription, 
and  we  had  to  go  into  the  open  market, 
but  also  because  of  the  comfort  and  al- 
most luxury  of  the  positipn  of  the  soldier 
in  the  British  Army  as  compared  with 
foreign  luiniea.  While  the  pay  of  the 
latter  was  about  a  halfpenny  a  day,  our 
men  received  from  6  to  12  times  that 
amount,  and  were  lodged  and  maintained 
in  a  manner  which  in  continental  armies 
there  was  no  attempt  to  approach,  nor 
would  he  have  that  standard  of  comfort 
in  the  least  diminished.   In  the  remarks 

Mr,  Srodriek. 


of  the  ri^t  hon.  Crentlemaa  with  refer- 
ence to  artillery,  and  in  his  comparison  of 
the  number  of  guns  required  hy  the  in- 
fantry, he  foi^ot  to  mention  that,  of  the 
total  number  of  infantry,  250,000  were 
Volunteers,  and  that  they  had  a  fairly 
adequate  amount  of  Volunteer  artillery 
— some  280  guns,  many  well  horsed  ,0 
and  the  only  reason  why  they  had  not  &' 
larger  force  of  field  artillery  was  thab  ' 
the  military  authorities  did  not  think  it\ 
desirable  to  institute  Volunteer  field  bat-  [ 
teries.  But  they  had  some  seven  ory 
eight,  and  the  number  might  be  increased 
at  any  time  if  it  should  be  thought  desir- 
able to  make  the  increase.  Of  the  spe- 
cific proposals  of  the  Government  he 
thought  they  were  excellent  so  far  as 
they  went,  but  he  found  fault  with  the 
Government  for  not  proceeding  further 
in  the  same  direction.  To  the  proposal 
so  far  as  the  Guards  were  concerned  he 
objected,  and  he  predicted  that  in  a  few 
years  it  would  be  revised.  At  first  one 
or  two  hattalions  would  be  sent  abroad, 
but  soon  the  difficulties  of  recruiting 
would  come  in,  and  the  scheme  would 
have  to  be  abandoned.  He  agreed  with 
the  Under  Secretary  as  to  the  advantages 
of  the  short-service  system,  but  the  fault 
he  found  with  the  scheme  was  twofold — 
first,  that  it  should  not  leave  well  alone 
and  the  Guards  as  they  are ;  and,  next, 
that  it  did  not  give  the  nine  extra  bat- 
talions all  military  reformers  had  been 
asking  for  during  ten  years  past  to  make 
the  short-service  system  work  well.  The 
question  as  it  concerned  the  Guards 
would  come  up  for  subsequent  discussion, 
but  he  was  perfectly  convinced  that  there 
would  be  no  shadow  of  objection  on  the 
part  of  officers  of  the  Guards  to  any 
scheme  for  the  advantage  of  the  service 
— their  public  spirit  and  etprit  de  corps 
would  induce  them  to  sacrifice  all  per- 
sonal considerations  to  that  end.  The 
objection  to  that  part  of  the  scheme  was 
that  the  opinion  of  the  officers  command- 
ing the  Giuurds  had  never  been  asked. 
They  were  surely  the  first  people  who 
ouglkt  to  have  been  consulted.  The  de> 
feet  of  that  scheme  was  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  send  three  battalions  of  the 
Guards  where  both  the  popularity  of 
their  recruiting  and  th«r  efficiency  as 
trained  soldiers  must  be  diminished.  One 
reason  of  the  popularity  of  the  Guards 
was  that  the  soldien,  on  the  tmnination 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1S93 


Supply. 


{8  Febbdary  1897 }  Svpply.  1594 


of  their  three  years'  service,  had  little 
difficulty  in  obtaining  civiliaa  employ- 
ment. If  they  were  sent  abroad  that 
would  ceaae  to  be  the  case,  and  the  popu- 
larity of  recruiting  for  the  Guards,  and 
their  efficiency  also,  to  a  certain  d^ee, 
would  be  reduced.  The  men  composing 
the  Guards  r^ments  were  as  fine  as  any 
in  the  whole  world  as  r^arded  both  drill 
and  training,  but  they  were  going  to  be 
sent  to  a  place  the  principal  character- 
istics of  which  were,  according  to  Lord 
Methuen,  disease,  heavy  duty,  and  heavy 
drinking.  The  circumscribed  space  which 
they  were  to  occupy  must  result  in  con- 
tributing to  their  in^ciency,  whilst  the 
way  it  was  suggested  to  remedy  that  by 
malung  the  terms  of  service  shorter  would 
not  prove  6£Fective,  and  would  add  greatly 
to  Uie  expense.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
short  s^ice  had  in  the  main  been  of 
substantial  benefit.  ["Hear,  hear!"J 
The  defect  of  the  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  was  that  he  had  no  remedy  to 
propose.  He  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  if  the  present  system  was 
put  in  the  melting-pot,  was  there  a  single 
p«rson  ready  with  any  effective  substitute 
for  it.  ["  Hear,  hear  I"]  He  himself  did 
not  know  of  any  such  person.  With  the 
exception  of  the  proposal  relating  to  the 
Guards,  he  approved  of  the  scheme  of 
the  Government,  which  he  should  sup- 
port in  the  hope  that  this  one  step  in  the 
right  direction  would  be  followed  up  by 
further  steps  in  succeeding  yean. 
["Hear,  heart"] 

Sm  HENRY  CAMPBELL-BANNER- 
MAN  (Stirling  Burghs)  said  he  had  not 
intended  to  take  part  in  this  discussion, 
as  he  had  given  expression  to  his  views 
on  many  previous  occasions.  But,  when 
he  heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
speaking  on  behalf  of  the  War  Office, 
appeal  to  the  fact  that  so  many  of  his 
predecessors  had  taken  the  same  view 
that  was  taken  by  the  present  Adminis- 
tration on  that  subject,  he  thought  it 
only  right  that  he  should  express  his  en- 
tire confirmation  of  that  statement. 
["  Hear,  hear  !"J  He  would  go  a  little 
further  and  say  that,  to  his  own  know- 
^  ledge,  more  than  one  Secretary  of  State 
had  gone  to  the  War  Office  strongly  pre- 
judi<»d  against  the  present  ^stem,  but 
when  they  became  aware  of  the  real  in- 
ternal difficulties  of  working  such  a  com- 
i^plioated  Army  as  theirs,  th^  ^tered 
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their  opinions  and  accepted  the  present 
conditions.  He  would  even  go  a  litUe 
fiurther,  and  say  that  soldier  after  soldier 
had  gone  to  the  War  Office,  and  th^ 
also  had  found  reason  greatly  to  modify 
the  opuiions  they  had  previously  enter- 
tained, and  he  doubted  very  muoh 
whether  they  could  find  any  soldier  at  ) 
the  present  day  who  had  occupied  a  high  / 
responsible  position  connected  with  the 
Army  who  would  endorse  the  view  put  \ 
before  the  House  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  ["Hear,  \ 
hearl"]  He  was  quite  aware  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  ,been  able  to 
quote  the  evidence  of  two  very  distin* 
guished  officers.  But  they  were  officers  the 
whole  of  whose  service  had  been  passed 
in  India,  who  had  to  do  with  the  foiished 
and  manufactured  artide,  and  not  with 
the  manufaoturing  and  finishing  of  it. 
They  had  no  knowledge  or  «:perience  of 
all  the  difficulties  surrounding  the  ques- 
tion. There  was  one  point  he  should  "7 
like  to  urge  upon  those  who  had  a  con-  ' 
scious  or  unconscious  inclination  towards 
the  system  of  long  service — namely,  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  Motion  was 
good  as  against  the  present  Government, 
it  was  good  as  against  the  whole  series  of 
Governments  from  Lord  Cardwell's  time 
down  to  this.  ["Hear,  heart"]  Why 
was  short  service  introduced  f  It  was  in- 
troduced because  the  long  service  system 
had  notoriously  failed,  and  because  the  ) 
Recruiting  Commission  had  produced  evi- 
dence which  could  not  be  resisted,  and 
which  showed  that  they  could  not  recruit 
the  Army  under  the  long-service  system. 
It  therefore  came  to  be  a  question  of 
short  service  or  nothing.  There  was 
really  no  choice  in  the  matter,  and 
those  wlu>  were  responsible  at  the  time 
had  to  face  the  necessity  of  altering  the 
old  Loi^  service  pension,  system.  ["  Hear, 
hear  t"]  His  right  hon.  Friend  was  not 
an  upholdorof  long  service;  he  wished  a 
very  short  service  for  this  country,  but 
for  the  Indian  and  the  colonial  service  he 
would  still  have  a  long  term,  with  the 
consequence  that  had  been  already 
pointed  out — that  in  addition  to  being 
an  inefficient  system  it  would  be  a  costly 
and  a  cruel  one.  They  would  send  the  , 
men  out  to  India  and  keep  them  there 
until  they  either  died  or  their  constitu- 
tions were  hopdessly  damaged,  and  then 
bring  back  the  remnants  to  this  country 
to  be  pennoned  and  tQ  eke  out  their 
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wretched  exirtenoe.  Thi^  had  this  to  be 
said  for  the  present  sTstem — tiiat,  if 
illogical  from  many  points  of  view,  it 
suited  their  conditions,  and  what  they 
endeavoured  to  do  was  to  keep  the  men 
who  went  to  India  long  enough  for  effi- 
ciency, yet  sparing  as  much  as  possible 
expense  to  the  Indian  Government,  whUe 
at  the  same  time  not  keeping  them  so 
long  as  to  do  material  damage  to  their 
constitution.  ["  Hear,  hear  1"]  The 
right  boo.  Baronet  had  quoted  the  evi- 
denoe  of  Lord  Wolsel^,  Sir  Redvers 
BuUer,  and  others  before  the  Want^e 
Committee.  Lord  Wolseley  was  rather 
apt  to  make  strong  statements,  and  in 
some  of  his  evidMice  he  had  made  rather 
sweeping  admissions  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  Army.  But  did  Lord  Wolseley, 
Sir  Redvers  Buller,  and  Sir  Evelyn  Wood, 
who  had  given  that  kind  of  evidence 
before  the  Wantage  Committee,  endorse 
the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ?  Not  one  of  them.  ["  Hear, 
bearl"]  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
quoted  some  words  he  had  himself  used 
with  r^;ard  to  the  way  in  which  Uiey 
were  hunpered  by  traditions  and  local 
difficulties.  He  remembered  the  occa- 
uon  and  the  matter  of  which  he  was  then 
speaking,  and  he  repeated  it  now.  It 
was  when  the  infantry  was  oi^anised  in 
double  battalions  and  localised  as  it  was 
now  over  the  coimtry ;  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  formed  lai^er  regiments  with  more 
battalions,  to  have  had  smaller  districts, 
and  thus  have  saved  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
pense in  barracks  and  staffs.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1"]  He  appealed  to  anyone  in  the 
House  what  woidd  have  been  done  it  the 
A-shire  regiment  had  been  sent  to  the 
B-shire  district,  or  the  colonel  of  the  0- 
shire  Militia  had  had  to  serve  under  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  D-shire  dis- 
trict. [LausfhterJ]  They  were  beset 
on  all  hands  by  county  prejudices  and 
jealousies,  and  by  the  traditions 
and  susceptibilities  of  the  regiments. 
I  Thwe  were  enormous  difficulties  in  deal- 
I  ing  with  the  distribution  of  regiments 
of  the  Line.  Take  the  case  of  the  Cameron 
Highlanders.  Ho  made  a  feeble  effort 
to  dispose  of  it,  because  it  was  an  utterly 
anomalous  n^mrait.  As  a  Scotchman 
his  heart  bled  for  it — [laughter] — and 
feeling  was  too  strong  against  him.  But 
now,  the  Government  whidi  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  represented  had  a  great 
Sir  Henry  CampbeU-Batmermant 


courage.  Here  was  a  single  battalion 
which,  according  to  the  last  retuni,  was 
kept  in  a  state  of  efficieau^  1^  11  re- 
cruits drawn  from  its  own  district;  and 
to  get  over  the  difficulty  the  happy 
thought  had  occurred  to  the  Government 
to  have  two  battalions  and  divide  the 
11  recruits  betwerai  them.  [Laughter.] 
This  showed  the  difficulties  met  with  when 
they  attempted  to  do  anything  business-  i 
like  in  regard  to  the  different  regiments.  I 
He  had  already  spoken  of  the  system, 
and  said  all  he  need  say  about  it.  The 
question  the  House  had  to  consider  was 
whethw  the  present  system  had  voiked 
thoroughly.  He  had  listened  with  great 
pleasure,  as  he  always  did,  to  his  hon, 
and  gallant  Friend  who  preceded  him  in 
this  Debate,  than  whom  there  was  no  one 
with  a  wider  knowledge  of  the  Army  or 
more  qualified  to  advise  the  House  on 
any  military  question.  ["  Hear,  hear !"] 
His  hon.  and  gallfuit  Friend  aUuded  to 
the  excess  of  battalions  out  of  the 
country.  That  was  really  the  erux  of 
the  question.  If  we  had  had  from  the 
first  a  larger  number  of  battalions  in  the 
country  than  serving  abroad,or,  in  other 
words,  had  maintained  the  system  as  it 
was  originally  intended,  none  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  so  far  been  discovered 
would  have  arisen.  But  what  reason 
had  they  to  believe  that  the  excess  of 
battalions  abroad  would  be  penuanent? 
That  had  always  be^i  the  difficulty.  He 
had  had  this  responsibility  himself,  and 
he  had  never  felt  quite  certain  he  wa^ 
justified  in  comii^  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  a  large  additional  sum  for  the 
Army  on  the  ground  of  the  exceas  of  batr 
talions  abroad,  because  he  was  not  ca^ 
tain  what  change  of  policy  might  not 
create  an  inequality  without  any  other 
mode  of  interference.  He  believed  we 
had  62  battalions  of  the  Line  in  India. 
Would  it  not  be  possible  to  bring  home 
two  or  three  of  those  battalions  1  He 
was  not  aware  that  there  was  a  serious 
objection  to  a  step  of  this  sort  being 
taken.  Then  he  came  to  a  difficulty  to 
which  he  felt  bound  to  allude,  and  wludi 
had  really  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
this  question.  Of  late-  years,  greatly  to 
the  public  advantage,  the  Army  and 
Navy  had  been  brought  together  on  the 
question  of  the  defence  of  the  country. 
They  had  heard  each  others'  views,  and 
now  the  whole  system  of  national  de- 
fence was  arranged  on  full  considmition 
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of  the  views  of  the  two  serrioes.  He 
ventured  to  hope  that  both  eervices  were 
perfectly  fair  and  reasonable  in  the  mat- 

tter.  But  the  distinguished  officers  at 
the  head  of  the  Navy  declared  that  tliey 
would  not  be  responsible  for  conveying 
any  reinforcements  to  any  ol  our  foreign 
stations  after  a  declaration  of  war.  TWs 
Btatemeut  had  been  made  authoritatively 
and  it  was  accepted  as  gospel.  But  he 
was  not  aware  that  there  was  anything 
in  it  which  should  make  it  like  one  of 
the  postulates  of  Euclid  that  people 
should  accept  as  b^ond  contradiction. 
What  did  it  mean?  He  was  not  aware 
that  that  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Navy 
had  ever  been  made  before.  But  now 
the  theory  was  that  the  Navy  was  to 
have  the  supreme  command  of  the  seas. 
If  this  doctrine  were  put  forward  by  a 
weak  Navy  he  could  well  understand  it. 
But  it  was  put  forward  by  a  strong 
Navy,  and  if  it  were'aiot  strong  enough 
let  them  strengthen  it.  But  it  seemed  to 
him  to  make  a  considerable  claim  on  the 
intelligence  of  the  ordinary  outsider 
merely  to  say  it  was  impossible  for  it 
to  convey  troops  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta 
after  a  declaration  of  war. 

Thb  first  lord  of  thh  ADMI- 
RALTY    1^.     G.     J.     GOSCHBN,  St. 

Geoige'a,  Hanover  Square) :  I  never  said 
that.  ' 

Sir  henry  CAMPBBLL-BANNER- 
HAN  said  it  might  be  right  or  it  m^ht 
be  wrong.  He  pointed  out  the  great  in- 
fluence that  it  had.  What  was  the  con- 
sequence f  We  had  seven  battalions  of 
infantry  at  Malta  treading  on  each 
'  others  heels,  deteriorating  day  by  day 
in  many  respects.  They  were  not  in  a 
( suitable  place  for  a  part  of  our  mobile 
'  forces.  He  tried  when  in  office  to  get 
one  or  two  away,  but  he  was  immediately 
eictinguished  when  any  proposal  of  the 
kind  was  made.  He  was  told  it  was  a 
scandalous  thing,  that  the  infantry  gar- 
rison at  Malta  was  not  large  enough  at 
the  present  moment,  and  the  War  Office 
ought  to  send  more  men  there.  That 
was  a  state  of  things  not  in  itself  desir- 
able. Malta  was  nothing  but  a  Navy 
base.  The  Army  had  no  use  for  Malta ; 
yet  all  its  best  infantry  battalions  in 
piping  times  of  peace  were  kept  there 
year  after  year  deteriorating  imder  their 
eyM,  and  they  were  told  there  was  no 
help  for  it.  The  same  thing  applied 
mutatit  mutandis  to  GibnUtar.    He  was 


merely  showing  how  many  considerations 
must  be  taken  into  account.  He  did 
not  ventiu'e,  after  his  past  experience, 
to  contradict  the  theory  to  which  he  had 
alluded  as  a  postulate  to  be  accepted. 
It  might  be  right  or  not.  He  pointed 
out  the  consequences,  and  if  it  could  be 
got  over,  Uie  equalisation  of  battalions 
was  pretty  well  accomplished.  The  pro- 
posal they  hod  heaj^  wrth  regard  to  the 
Guards  was  terra  incognita.  It  had  not 
been  explained,  bo  he  should  reserve 
what  he  hod  to  say  about  it.  But  he 
had  thought  it  desirable  in.  connection 
with  this  question  of  the  Army  system 
and  its  administration  to  make  these  few 
plain  observations  upon  the  evils  and 
possibilities  of  cure  which  attach  to  the 
present  state  of  things.  Holding  strongly 
the  view  that  our  present  Army  system, 
although  it  was  easy  to  find  fault  with 
it,  could  not  be  replaced  bj  any  other 
which  would  not  have  ten  times  more 
evils  or  which  would  at  all  come  near  it 
in  meeting  the  various  requirements  of 
the  Service,  he  need  hardly  say  he  should 
support  the  Government.  [Cheers.] 

*Mr.  ARTHUR  BRROKFIELD  (Sussex, 
Rye)  said  that  although  the  Motion  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Dean  Forest 
was  practicalfy  a  vote  of  censure  on  the 
Government,  it  would  be  recognised  in 
every  part  of  the  House  that  the  motive 
was  a  most  creditable  one  and  only  sprang 
from  a  desire,  shared  in  a  large  degree 
on  the  Hinisterial  side  of  the  House,  to 
direct  general  attention  to  the  present 
soiouB  condition  of  the  Army.  Nothing 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  said  had  so 
heartily  enlisted  his  own  approval  as  his 
observation  that  the  public  would  have 
backed  up  the  Government  in  making . 
much  more  thorough  and  carefully  I 
elaborated  proposals  than  they  had  done.  I 
He  was  not  by  nature  a  democrat,  but 
he  thorot^hly  believed  in  the  policy  of 
completely  trusting  those  from  whom 
you  wanted  extensive  favours,  and  he 
thought  that  in  the  case  of  naval  policy 
the  public  had  shown  an  absolute  will, 
ingness  to  vote  any  sum  of  money  pro- 
vided it  had  some  guarantee  that  it 
would  'have  commensurate  results  in  re- 
turn. It  was  no  new  discovery  that  our 
military  system  was  excessively  expen- 
sive. The  Wantage  Committee,  so  often 
referred  to,  contained  references  to  the 
fact  that  the  efficient  maintenance  of  our 
military  establishments  and  the  defence 
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of  our  pOBitions  at  home  and  altfoad, 
must  always,  under  any  system  of  volun- 
tary enlistment,  be  a  matter  of  great 
difficulty.  The  voluntary  system  was 
more  responsible  than  anything  else  for 
the  excessive  cost  of  the  Army,  and 
though  the  right  hon.  Baronet  tried  to 
minimise  that  objection,  his  arguments 
did  not  disturb  the  central  fact  that  a 
soldier  who  was  paid  under  the  voluntary 
system  had  to  be  more  highly  paid. 
In  his  opinion  there  were  many  people 
in  this  country  who  held  extravagantly 
optimistic  views  with  regard  to  the  Navy. 
They  talked  about  the  sister  service 
exactly  like  the  French  used  to  talk  of 
their  Army  just  before  the  events  of 
1870.  The  cause  of  those  views 
being  held  with  regard  to  our  Navy 
was  to  be  foimd  in.  the  fact  that  so 
many  of  our  military  critics  were  fond 
of  depreciating  our  Army  and  of  always 
looking  at  ita  seamy  aide,  both  in  pulmo 
and  in  private.  He  did  not  think  that 
either  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  nor  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for 
Essex,  were  quite  fair  in  the  statements 
they  had  made  with  regard  to  some 
features  of  our  Army.  It  had  already 
been  pointed  out  that  evening  that  our 
Aimy  occupied  a  most  difficult  position, 
and  had  more  anomalous  duties  to 
perform  than  that  of  any  other 
nation.  He  thought  that  tiie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  give  sufficient 
credit  to  the  Besnre,  which  formed 
a  most  important  feature  in  our  short 
system.  He,  however,  entirely  sympa- 
thised in  the  complaint  that  the  Reserve 
men  were  not  adequately  trained,  and 
that  great  difficulty  was  created  by  em- 
ployers objecting  to  the  Reserve  men  in 
their  employment  being  called  out  for 
annual  training.  If  this  difficulty  cropped 
up  too  frequently  that  House  would  have 
to  deal  with  such  employers,  who  could 
not  be  allowed  to  sacrifice  tiie  Army 
for  their  own  interests.  As  a  gen«al 
rule,  the  Reserve  Taea  had  responded 
admirably  when  they  had  been  called 
out  Thus,  in  1878,  out  of,  in  round 
numbers,  U,000  men  summoned,  13,000 
had  come  back  to  the  colours.  In  1882, 
out  of  11,600  men  summoned,  11,000 
had  responded  to  the  call ;  and  from  the 
figtu-es  which  had  be^  set  forth  that  night 
the  same  thing  had  occurred  in  1886.  His 
hon.  and  gaUant  Friend  the  Member 
Mr.  Arthur  Brookjitild, 


for  Essex,  and  certain  other  military 
critics,  were  in  the  habit  of  ridiculing  the 
physique  of  our  your^  soldiers.    It  was  ' 
a  fact,  however,  that  our  minimum  stan- 
dard of  height  was  oonsideraUy  above 
that  of  foreign  armies.    Putting  aside 
the  exceptional  standard  of  the  Guards, 
he  might  remind  the  House  that  the 
minimum  standard  of  height  in  the  Line 
was  5  feet  4  inches,  as  against  the  mini- 
mum standard  of  6  feet  in  the  Giemuut 
army,  which  actually  had  in  the  ranks  of 
their  line  battalions  aoldiers  who  stood 
"  5  feet  nothing."  He  had  had  the  honour 
of  serving  for  some  years  in  India,  and 
he  bad  seen  our  magnificent  battalions 
there  in  their  full  war  strength,  who  were 
constantly  being  moved  out  of  their  can- 
tonments at  a  moment's  notice,  and  it 
was  impossible  not  to  be  deeply  im- 
pressed with  th^r  warlike  effici»47, 
which  could  hardly  be  surpassed.  He 
should  recommend  our  militaiy  critics 
to  visit  India  and  to  look  at  those  hat* 
talions  for  themselves,  because  he  was 
satisfied  that  if  they  did  so  we  should 
hear  a  great  deal  lees  said  in  depreciation 
of  our  Army  as  a  whole.    His  right  hon. 
Friend  had  said  but  little  about  the  pos- 
sible invasion  of  this  country ;  and  it  had 
been  suggested  that  the  proposals  for  the 
fortification  of  liondon  did  not  enter  into 
the  serious  military  policy  of  our  deface, 
but  wwe  rather  devices  to  loll  the  fears 
of  the  uninformed  multitude.   He  feared 
that  the  military  authorities  wore  really 
placing  absolute  reliance  for  the  securi^ 
of  the  country  f^inst  invasion  upcm  the 
Navy  alone.    With  regard  to  the  diffi- 
culty arising  out  of  our  linked  battaliiMi 
Bjrstem,  he  thought  that  when,  by  any 
accident,  two  of  the  linked  battalions 
were  sent  abroad  at  the  same  time,  the 
third  battalion,  in  other    words,  the 
Militia,  should  be  embodied.  In  oidw  to 
feed  the  other  two.    If  in  the  present 
instance  11  militia  battalions  had  been 
permanently  embodied,  it* would  have 
had  rather  a  striking  effect  upon  the 
people  of  this  country.   He  thought  that 
that  experiment  might  fairiy  be  ^ed. 
He  also  agreed  with  the  suggestion  of  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for 
Essex  that,  in  ordw  to  give  some  outlet 
for  local  patriotic  feeling,  a  raiment 
might  be  localised  in  each  of  our  more 
important  dependencies,  such  as  Canada 
and  Australia.   As  to  the  proposals  of 
the  Goremment  genenillyt  he  repeatal 
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that  the  publio  would  hare  been  pre- 
pared for  something  much  more  sweep- 
ing and  involving  much  greater  cost  if 
it  had  only  been  explained  to  them  that 
it  was  necessary.  Nevertheless,  he  trusted 
that  the  Government,  having  once  decided 
upon  a  scheme,  would  thoroughly  per- 
sevM-e  with  it,  and  would  not,  like  their 
predecessors  in  office,  allow  themselves 
to  be  led  away  by  social  infiuwces.  WiUi 
regard  to  a  second  battalion  tar  the 
Cameron  Highlaaders,  he  sluould  have 
\  liked  to  have  heard  that  tiie  wish 
of  Lord  Cardwell,  to  the  effect  that  a 
superior  class  of  young  men  should  be 
attracted  to  the  Army,  had  been  fulfilled. 
He  commented  on  the  absence  in  these 
proposals  of  any  definite  plan  for  sending 
small  expeditions  out  of  the  country  in 
cases  of  emergency.  The  Guards  would 
have  been  a  specially  serviceable  body  for 
this  purpose,  and  he  could  understand 
that  to  send  them  to  do  duty  in  a  fortress 
in  time  of  peace  might  have  a  very  in- 
jurious effect  on  their  recruiting. 
I  He  would  not  discuss  the  additions 
!  to  the  Army,  which  were  really  micro- 
scopic, any  further,  except  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  field  battery  might  at  least 
consist  of  six  guns  and  not  four.  The 
issue  raised  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was,  of  course,  one  of  want  of  confidence. 
If  that  Motion  were  carried,  and  the 
Government  defeated,  did  he  (the  right 
hon.  Baronet)  desire  to  return  to  the 
torpid  sway  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  Wart 
and  did  he  think  that  would  advance  the 
objects  which  he,  in  common  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  had  at  heart  1 
It  was  useless  to  contend  that  our  mili- 
tary position  aad  the  militfuy  adminis- 
tration of  this  country  were  absolutely 
satisfactory,  but  he  was  not  prepared 
to  interrupt  and  terminate  by  a  vote  of 
censure  the  first  important  step  taken 
for  many  yean  to  improve  the  efficiency 
of  the  Army. 

•Sm  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) 
said  there  was  very  consid^ble  difficulty 
in  properly  discussing  these  military  pro- 
pouds.  The  first  thing  the  House  re- 
quired to  bo  convinced  of  was  whether 
t^e  money  provided  would  do  the  work 
(hat  the  .Ajmy  had  to  do ;  but  before  th^ 


could  say  what  the  Army  had  to  do  they 
must  first  decide  whether  the  country 
was  safe  from  invasion.   That  was  a  ques- 
tion which  could  not  be  decided  by  the 
Military  Authorities  at  all,  but  was  a 
Naval  question,  involving  also  the  ques- 
tion of  t^nsport    and  the  Mercantile 
Marine  of  this  and  other  countries.  If  he 
were  to  attempt  to  discuss  that  question 
on  the  Army  Estimates  he  would  no  dotibt 
be  told  by  the  Speaker  that  this  was  a 
question  which  should  be  discussed  on  tiie 
Navy  Estimates.  But  he  wished  to  point 
out  that  the  Member  for  the  Stirling 
Burghs  (Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman)?  a 
late  Minister  responsible  for  the  War  De- 
partment, had  said  that  the  number  of 
battalions  at  Malta  might  be  reduced.  The 
root  of  the  whole  question  of  the  in- 
equality between  the  foreign  service  bat- 
talions and  the  home  service  battalions 
rested  upon  the  answer  to  the  question : 
What  was  the  number  of  battalions  tJiat  it 
was  necessaiy  to  have  in  garrisons  alnroad  % 
He  entir^y  agreed  with  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  that  we  had  too  many  bat- 
talions at  Malta.     His  opinion  of  the 
difficulties  and  the  cause  of  the  failure  of 
the  military  system  was  that  they  arose 
from  the  fact  that  we  had  never  actually 
defined,  and  no  Minister  in  the  House  had 
been  in  a  position  to  say,  given  our  supre- 
macy at  sea,  what  are  our  military  re- 
quirements? He  would  require  a  distinct 
statement  how  far  naval  supremacy 
affected  our  military  policy.   The  steady  1 
absorption  of  our  Army  into  garrison  ser^  f 
vice  he  regarded  as  a  great  danger,  and  I 
considered  that  the  result  obtained  was 
not  at  an  in  proportion  to  the  expense  to  ^ 
which  we  were  put  by  such  a  system.  He  , 
understood  that  the  increase  of  the  gar- 
rison battalions  was  the  result  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  Colonial  Com-  ^ 
mittee,  but  he  asked  if  the  Authorities  of 
the  War  Office  were  going  to  produce  to 
the  House  the  recommendations  and  Re- 
port of  that  Committee!  It  was  a  curious 
fact  that  the  proposals  now  made  by  the 
Government  were  exactly  iha  reverse  to 
the  proposals  made  before  the  short  ser^ 
vice  system  was  introduced,  when,  in 
1870,  as  prdiminary  to  the  reform  in  tiie 
Army,  they  took  away  one  battalion  of  the 
West  Indian  Regiment,  and  abohshed  the 
Canadian  lUfles  and  the  Ceylon  Corps, 
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and  turned  Garrison  Artillery  into  Fidd 
Artillery.  Now  another  jM^liminary 
reform  in  1870  waa  a  reduction  in  the 
fleet,  whea  it  was  announced,  amidst  the 
cheers  of  the  House,  that  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates were  lower  than  they  had  been  for 
many  years;  therefore,  the  difficulty  he 
found  in  diBcusuDg  the  Army  Estimates 
was  that  of  having  clearly  in  their  minds 
what  the  Statesmen  guiding  the  defences 
of  the  Empire  really  thought  of  the  mili- 
tary necessities.  Evidently  the  tendency 
was  that  the  stronger  the  fleet  became 
the  more  they  shoiild  lock-  up  the  Army ; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  the  stronger  the  fleet 
the  freer  should  be  the  Army.  His  own 
conviction  was  that  they  were  overdoing 
the  cost  and  the  number  of  men  provided 
for  the  sedentuy  duties  of  the  Army.  If 
they  took  the  case  of  Malta,  all  the  troops 
in  Europe  crammed  into  MtUta  would  not 
prolong  its  existence  under  the  British 
flag  for  one  hour  when  our  naval  supre- 
macy had  ceased ;  while,  if  we  exercised 
a  dominating  influence  at  sea,  bow  was  it 
possible  for  any  great  sea  expedition  to 
come  down  and  attack  Malta?  Therefore, 
the  real  cause  of  complaint  in  regard  to  the 
little  apparent  result  they  got  from  the 
Army  was  that  they  did  not  face  fairly 
the  question  of  what  our  Army  was  for, 
and  what  were  its  necessary  functions. 
He  found  that  for  garrison  service,  and 
service  in  defensive  positions  alone,  they 
absorbed  372,123  men  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
five  and  three-quarter  millions,  while  the 
field  Army,  which  was  the  real  Army, 
cost  only  just  five  millions,  and  absorbed 
only  112,000  men.  He  did  nob  think 
such  a  system  was  satisfactory,  or  that 
the  country  was  getting  value  for  its 
money.  Our  Navy  was  really  the 
defensive  arm  of  the  country,  and  so 
long  as  it  fulfilled  its  duty  offen- 
sive expeditions  over  the  sea  by 
fore^n  milituy  force  were  impossible. 
He  wished  to  draw  attration  to  this  fact 
There  was  a  statement  made  the  War 
Minister  that  such  and  such  things  were 
going  to  be  done  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Colonial  Committee.  Was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  going  to  produce 
the  Report  of  that  Committee  t  Because 
this  question  and  the  Guards,  and,  in- 
deed, all  these  questions  resolved  them- 
selves into  this,  What  was  it  that  deter- 
mined the  necessity  for  strengthening  the 
garrisons  abroad  1  If  it  was  proposed  to 
keep  so  many  battalions  at  Malta — ^the 
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very  flower  of  the  Army  with  the  colours 
outside  India — surely  the  House  had  a 
right  to  know  what  were  the  broad 
grounds  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  keep 
seven  battalions  locked  up  at  Bfaltal 
In  this  matter  he  did  not  consider  him- 
self tied  by  any  Party  obligations. 
["  Hear,  hear  I "]  He  f^t  himself  bound 
to  vote  on  matters  fleeting  the  national 
defence  according  to  his  own  lights  and 
judgment and,  unless  before  the  Debate 
closed  he  could  get  some  satisfactory 
statement  from  the  Front  Bench  as  to 
what  were  the  real  circumstances  that  led 
to  increasing  the  strength  of  these  garri- 
sons, and  xmlees  he  had  some  clear  state- 
ment as  to  why  it  was,  with  the  naval , 
Buprema<^  in  their  hands,  the  Govern- ' 
ment  could  contemplate  for  a  moment  a  ^ 
large  hostile  force  coming  across  the  sea  I 
to  attack  them,  he  was  b^und  to  say  he  \ 
should  vote  for  the  Motion,  because  he  | 
did  not  think  the  Gov«nment  were  ful-  ' 
filling  the  requiremaits  of  the  country. 
He  felt  this  very  strongly  when  he  looked 
at  the  general  position  alwoad,  and  re- 
membered that  if  the  supremacy  at  sea 
was  real,  the  main  military  question 
simply  resolved  itself  into  a  ques- 
tion— apart  from  India — of  offaice. 
The  naval  base  must  be  secured  from  the 
ci-uiser  attacks  of  whidi  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  spoke,  but  he  could  not  see 
that  seven  battalions  were  wanted  at 
Malta,  besides  an  enormous  force  of  ar- 
tillery, engineers,  and  sub-marine  mines, 
to  resist  cruiser  attacks.  If  the  fle^  was 
sufficient,  any  organised  attack  on  Bri- 
tish possessions  abroad  wm  impossible. 
["  Hear,  hear  1 "]  Why,  then,  were  the 
Government  lockii^  up  the  Aowct-  of  the 
Army  in  these  garrisons?  Unless  he 
could  get  some  more  satisfactory  state- 
ment as  to  the  reasons  and  grounds  for 
all  this  enormous  accumulation  of  force 
and  all  this  enormous  expoiditure  on 
rison  service  he  shoxild  fed.  bound  to  give 
his  vote  for  the  Motion,  not  so  much  on", 
the  question  of  ciilistment  or  terms  of 
service,  aa  upon  the  primary  question  of  , 
military  policy.  He  trusted  the  House  \ 
would  have  some  satisfactory  explanation. 
It  was  no  good  for  the  Under  Secretary 
to  get  up  and  say  that  the  military  au- 
thorities feared  invasion,  because  the 
highest  military  authority  at  his  back  had 
the  most  extraordinary  notions  on  the 
subject,  namely,  that  the  Anny  must  be 
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looked  to  because  the  fleet  might  disap- 
pear in  a  night.  The  point  on  which  he 
wanted  a  clear  and  explicit  answer  was 
this,  had  the  militarj  policy  in  regard  to 
these  preparations  for  great  military 
attacks  been  settled,  not  by  the  military 
authorities,  but  by  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  possibility  of  aji  enor- 
mous military  force  parading  about  the 
sea  to  attack  our  posseesiona,  while  we 
held  the  supremacy  of  the  sea  I  On  the 
answer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  able 
to  give  to  that  question  c«^nly  de- 
}>ended  into  which  Lobl^  he  should  go. 
["Hear,  hearl"] 

Mb.  BRODRICE  said  the  question 
which  his  hon.  Friend  had  asked  was  one 
scarcdy  coming  within  the  scope  of  the 
/  Motion.  The  Secretary  of  State  had 
'  quoted  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial  De- 
fence Committee  and  the  other  authori- 
ties which  had  influenced  the  opinion  of 
the  Government  on  the  probable  points 
of  attack  and  the  force  that  ought  to  be 
maintained.  Those  recommendations 
had  been  put  before  the  House  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  Government,  who, 
of  course,  had  carefully  considered  both 
th^  naral  and  military  effects  that  might 
be  produced.  The  hon.  Gentleman  might 
rest  assured  that  if  the  Gov^nment  came 
to  the  House  and  naked  for  what  they  con- 
sidered the  needs  of  the  national  defences, 
it  was  after  considering  the  whole  naval 
and  military  requirements  of  the  nation. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Spbakbb,  after 
the  usual  interval, 

*6bnhbal  McCALMONT  (Antrim,  N.) 
pointed  out  that  our  voluntary  system  of 
enlistm«it  gave  evny  man  in  England  a 
freedom  which  was  absolutely  priceless, 
and  although  he  did  not  deny  that  our 
Army  was  expensive,  the  reason  lay  in 
that  fact.  As  long  as  the  voluntary 
system  existed,  we  would  undoubtedly 
have  to  pay  the  price  of  freedom  for  it. 
Every  miltiuy  man  would  like  to  see  the 
^stem  advocated  1^  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net, but  there  was  great  objection  to  it, 
and  that  was  the  objection  of  peiuions 
which  it  would  entail.  It  was  an  ideal 
system,  but  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
introduced  now.  We  had  adopted  an- 
other system,  that  of  linked  battalions. 
That  system  was  the  very  best  that  could 
be  devised  at  the  time  it  was  brought  for- 
ward, but  from  the  day  of  its  con<»ption 


until  now,  it  had  never  had  the  slightest 
chance  of  sncceBs,  owing  to  the  action  of 
various  administrative  Governments.  He 
read  several  extracts  from  Memorandum 
of  General  HacDoi^fdl's  Committee's  Re-  i 
port  on  Details  of  Army  Organisation,  t6  , 
show  that  essential  recommendations  t 
had  never  been  cfuried  out.    It  was  J 
quite  impossible  that  system  could  go  on 
under  the  circumstances.    We  had  now, 
76  battalions  abroad  and  65  at  home. 
The  fact  was,  that  to  work  the  ^Btem*! 
properly  we  required  a  margin  over  and  | 
above  the  reliefs  of  six   battalions  at- 
tached  to  ihe  First  Army  Corps.   He  \ 
could  not  understand  hov  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  proposed  on  any 
ground  whatem-  to  cu*ry  out  the  linked 
battalion  system,  unless  he  had,  at  any 
rate,  an  equal  number  abroad  and  at 
home.    The  proposal  of  the  Govwument, 
put  it  any  way  they  liked,  left  us  in  a 
minority  of  four.    He  could  not  under- 
stand the  attitude  of  the  Government. 
He  was  a  representative  belonging  to  the 
Conserrative  Party.    He  had  been  wont 
to  go  down  to  the  constituencies  and 
denotmce  the  Party  opposite,  declaring 
tiiat  when  the  Conservatives  came  into 
power  they  would  do  something  for  the 
Army,  and  would  put  it  on  a  proper  foot- 
ing.   He  was  bound  to  say,  as  a  military 
man,  and,  he  must  humbly  add,  one  who 
had  had  considerable  experience,  be  re- 
garded the  proposals  of  the  Government  1 
as  absolutdy  contemptible  and  paltry. 
If  ever  we  wanted  an  addition  to  the  j 
Army  it  was  now,  because  the  territory  I 
of  the  Empire  had  grown  in  a  prodigious  ^ 
way.    We  had  annexed  Cyprus  and  the  ) 
Transvaal,  though  .we  afterwards  gave 
the  latter  back  to  the  Boers,  which  hon. 
Membnv  opposite  would  say  was   the  ^ 
right  thing  to  dol   But  we  had  since  : 
added  Bechuanaland  and  Rhodesia  to 
our  South  African  dependencies.  They 
could  not  call  it  a  t^porary  expe- 
dient to  send  out  four  ikttalions  to 
South  Africa.     The  Under  Secretary 
looked  to  get  two  battalions  back  from 
South  Africa.  In  his  opinion  they  would 
probably  have  to  send  out  10  more  batta* 
lions  there.   We  should  have  to  keep  our 
troops  in  South  Africa,  or  elsb  he  was 
entirely  wrong  in  his  prognostications. 
Turn  to  Egypt.   We  had  sevnal  batta-  ' 
lions  there.    Was  that  looked  upon  as  a 
temporary  measure.    Here  we  were  with  a 
deficiency  of  at  least  11  battalions,  and 
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all  this  was  .due  to  the  fact  that  succes- 
sive Governments  had  never  done  any- 
thing to  cany  out  the  most  essential 
points  of  General  McDougall's  Qom-  \ 
raittee's  recommendations.  The  increase  i 
of  the  Dep6t  organisations  to  meet  emer- 
gencies  had  been  quietly  ignored.  No- 
body knew  vbat  chaos  reigned  ai  present 
from  one  battalion  preying  upon  uiother. 
In  consequence,  no  one  knew  that 
except  the  regimental  officers  of  the 
British  Army,  and  they  had  no  means 
of  expressing  their  view  of  the 
facts  in  this  House ;  but,  having 
commanded  a  British  regiment,  he  could 
vouch  for  the  fact.  For  two  or  three 
years,  while  he  commanded  that  regi- 
ment, when  he  objected  to  the  system 
carried  on  he  waa  told  by  the  Adjutant 
General  that,  aocording  to  the  plan,  the 
re^ment  ma  for  the  time  being 
usdess.  That  was  a  oontMnptible  posi- 
tion to  put  any  colonel  in.  What 
did  the  Government  do?  They  came 
down  and  asked  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  two  battalions  to  the 
Guards,  and  claimed,  by  a  process  of 
arithmetic,  that  in  so  doing  they  were 
adding  six  battiUions  to  the  Army.  They 
were  doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  As  a 
matter  of  exchange  they  were  adding  six 
battalions  to  tJie  Line,  but  morely  adding 
three  battalions  to  the  Army.  For  Uie 
Govemmait  to  come  down  with  a  miser- 
able £6  note  prop(»al  of  that  kind — he 
said  it  was  a  contemptible  thing  for  any 
Government  to  do.  He  was  extremely 
sorry  to  have  to  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  they  had 
to  contend  with  was  that  they  could  only 
get  a  diluted  opinion  as  regards  the  mili- 
tary advisers  of  the  Crown.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  they  had  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  the  Quartennaater  General,  the 
Adjutant  General,  and  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces  in  Ireland.  He  did  not 
suppose  that  any  Government  in  modem 
times  had  had  tlie  advantage  of  more 
skilled  advice,  or  officers  more  experi- 
enced in  war,  than  those  four  officers. 
What  he  would  like  to  have  would  be  the 
concrete  opinion  of  those  general 
officers,  or  else  the  individual  opinion 
of  any  one  of  those  officers  on  the 
proposals  before  the  House.  Every- 
one who  had  served  in  the  Army 
as  bi^  as  he  had  miut  feel  that 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Under  .  Secre- 
tary could  hardly  represent  the  opinions 
Oeneral  McCalmorU. 


of  the  military  advisers  of  the  War 
Office.  Those  opinions  must  have  been 
whittled  down,  so  that  the  force  had 
been  altogether  destroyed,  to  trim  with 
political  exigencies.  They  had  to  cut 
their  coat  aocording  to  their  cloth,  and 
that  cloth  was  served  out  to  them  a 
set  of  clerks  in  Pall  Hall  who  did  not 
know  the  requirements  of  the  service. 
This  great  Empire  would  some  day  meet 
with  an  unparalleled  catastrophe  if  these 
methods  were  persisted  in.  The  service 
Members  were  supposed  to  swallow  any- 
thing offered  to  them,  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  swallow  some  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government ;  and  he  said 
this  from  a  strong  conviction  that  the 
Army  was  not  up  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Empire.  He  saw  it  was  {woposed 
to  add  some  400  horses  to  the  cavalry ; 
butif  our  cavalry  were  to  be  put  in  a  state 
even  relatively  equal  to  that  of  France  and 
Germany,  2,000,  even  4,000,  rather  than 
400,  more  horses  would  be  needed.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Government  must  be 
thanked  for  the  proposal,  because  they 
were  the  first  Government  in  the  last  20 
years  who  had  added  a  sii^le  cavalry 
horse.  The  ideal  cavalry  organisation 
of  France  and  Germany  was  four  squad- 
rons to  the  regiment  and  24  squadrons 
to  the  division,  while  we  were  content 
with  three  squadrons  to  the  regiment 
and  18  to  the  division.  It  would  be 
well  to  follow  the  standard  of  Powers 
which  had  had  so  much  reason  to  study 
the  matter,  and  which  had  at  present 
such  magnificent  cavalry  divisions.  If 
he  had  expressed  himself  more  warmly 
than  he  intended,  it  was  simply  in  the 
interests  of  the  service  which  he  had  so 
much  at  heart.    ["Hear,  hear  I"] 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLET  (Sunder- 
land) said  the  gystem  under  which  enlist- 
ment was  now  conducted  in  the  Army, 
as  far  as  foreign  service  was  concerned, 
was  the  best  system  for  the  country. 
The  men  who  were  trained  in  service 
abroad  returned  eminently  fitted  to  make 
a  good  reserve.  In  advocating  a  return 
to  the  long  service  system,  it  had  been 
forgotten  that  Lord  Cardwell's  system  of 
de^t  centres  had  never  yet  had  a  fair 
triaL  The  idea  of  that  system  was,  that 
all  the  arms  of  the  service  should  be 
,  so  brought  together  that  they  worked, 
not  as  units,  ^t  as  a  whole.  Further, 
these  depftt  centres  were  to  be  made 
stores,  where  evezything  would  be  found 
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necessary  for  the  troops  ordered  on 
active    service.     But    the  money- — 
i:3,500,000— voted  by  Parliament  for 
establishing  this  system  was  spent  for 
quite  different  purposes.    A  great  pro- 
portion of  it  went  to  build  barracks.  The 
time  had  come  when  the  War  Office 
should  take  ^s  sohemo  into  considera- 
tion.  If  war  were  to  break  out  to-mor- 
row we  should  find  ourselves  in  the  same 
position  as  we  did  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Crimean  War  and  during  the  Abyssi- 
nian campaign.    To  send  an  army  corps 
into  the  field  would  cause  considerable 
confusion.    What  we  wanted  was  some 
organisation  which  would  give  ua  a  better 
preparation  for  actual  war.    The  late 
Seca«tary  of  State  fox  War  had  that 
erenii^  declared  that  the  naval  authori- 
ties declined  to  be  responsible  for  the 
movement  of  the  garrisons  in  the  Medi- 
terranean.  That  was  a  very  serious  state 
of  things.  He  thought  that,  under  the  new 
Committee  of  the  Cabinet^  somethii^ 
like  co-operation  of  the  Bervicee  had  been 
brought  about ;    and   he   hoped  that 
reasonable    and    sensible  co-operation 
would    be    insisted    on.  Manoeuvres 
ought  to  be  conducted,  not  by  the 
Army   alone,   but   by   the   two  ser- 
vices in  coH>peration.    There  should,  for 
instance,  be  exercise  in  the  embarkation 
and  disembu-kation  of  troops  and  stores. 
It  was  essential  that  the  forces  diouhl  be 
employed  in  times  of  peace  at  such  work 
as  would  be  required  of  them  when 
actively  engaged  in  war.    He  also  con- 
sidered that  we  were  not  getting  money's 
worth  for  what  we  were  spending  on  the 
Army.   When  his  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  was  an  independent 
Member  he  was  always  laying  before  the 
House  evidence  of  military  extravagance. 
He  remembered  that  on  one  accasion  his 
hon.  Friend  showed  that  the  cost  per  head 
of  our  Army  was  three  times  more  than 
the  cost  per  head  of  the  Army  of  any 
othor  country.    The  totid  cost  of  an 
Ei^lish  soldier  was  £130  a  year.  The 
greater  portion!  of  that  cost  was  due  to  ex- 
travagance in  organisation  and  adminis- 
tration, and  that  therefore  was  a  branch 
of  the  service  in  which  economy  was  badly 
needed. 

CoLONSL  SANDYS  (Lancashire, 
Bootle)  said  he  did  not  agree 
wiUi  the  oondusions  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Membw  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean,  when  he  advocated  two 


Armies,  enlisted  under  different  terms 
of  service,  for  home  and  India.  Such 
a  scheme  was  not  likely  to  be  beneficial 
either  to  the  Army  or  to  the  military 
needs  of  the  country.    But,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  proposal  of  the  Government  did 
not  appear  to  him  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  service.    They  were  no 
doubt  a  step  in  advance,  and  as  fiudi  th^ 
would  be  welcomed ;  but  what'  was  re- 1 
quired  was  not  so  much  what  he  should  / 
call,  with  great  respect,  a  patching-up  of 
the  present  system,  as  the  remodelling  of 
that  system  on  a  working  basis.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  quoted  the  opinion  of 
the  Adjutant  General,  who  had  said  that 
there  was  not  a  battalion  of  t^  Line  in 
this  country  at  the  present  time  that  was 
ready  for  war.  It  was',  popularly  supposed  " 
that  our  battalions  were  ready  for  war  at 
any  moment.  But  if  it  were  otherwise, 
it  was  not  the  battaUona  but  the  ^stem 
that  was  to  Uame,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
Members  of  the  House,  as  tiie  represen- 
tatives of  the  electorate  of  the  country, 
to  find  out  where  the  defect  lay,  and  to 
suggest  an  adequate  remedy.  Personally, 
having  had  forty  yean'  practical  ex- 
perience of  military  life,  and  therefore 
having  some  knowledge  of  the  subject,  he 
thought  the  two  questions  of  linked  bat^^ 
talions  and  short  service  should  not  be 
mixed  up  together,    but   should  be, 
considered  separately.  At  present,  mili- 
tary opinon  was  not  strongly  against  short  \ 
service.    Under  that  system  we  escaped 
the  great  number  of  pensions  which  lay 
at  the  end  of  long  service,  and  besides, 
the  term  of  service  was  being  gradually 
extended.     But   the   linked  battalion 
system  had  never  appeared  to  him  to  bo 
a  good  scheme.    It  was  like  an  Army 
working  in  fetters.  He  had  always  held 
that  it  was  not  right  to  sacrifice  the 
efficiency  of  one  battalion  in  order  to  feed 
another,  and  keep  up  the  system  of  link- 
ing. It  was  intended  under  that  system 
to  have  at  home  precisely  the  same 
number  of  battalions  as  were  alnoad. 
But  if  it  became  necessary  to  maintain 
permanently  abroad  a  number  of  batr 
talions  in  excess  of  the  number  at  home 
• — say,  in  the  case  of  a  European  war — 
what,  then,  would  become  of  linked 
battalion  system  1  The  system  was  based 
on  the  idea  that  an  even  balance  should 
be  preserved  between  the  two  linked  bat- 
talions— Uie  one  at  home  and'  the  other 
abroad — but  it  was  conceivable  that  in 
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certain  eventualities  that  balance  might 
be  disturbed.  What  should  be  done  was 
that  the  links  should  be  severed,  the  bat- 
talions should  be  set  free,  as  before,  and 
restored  to  their  old  numbers ;  that  the 
depot  system  should  be  made  a  reality ; 
thai  each  battalion  should  have  two  strong 
companies  at  the  depot  to  feed  the  bat- 
talion, at  home  or  alnroad,  asd  with  a 
framework  ready  so  that  it  could  be  ex- 
tended when  necessoty  into  a  fresh  bat- 
talion. He  was  sorry  it  was  proposed  to 
add  only  one  battery  to  the  Field 
'Artillery.  It  was  a  sen'ice  that  took  a 
long  time  to  train  ;  there  was  none  that 
could  be  extemporised  less  quickly  in  the 
£eld,  and  none  it  was  more  essential  to 
keep  at  all  times  up  to  its  full 
strength  and  efficiency.  Therefore, 
while  willing  to  accept  the  pro- 
posals of  the  GoTMmment,  he  did  not 
think  tliey  were  complete  or  efficient. 
There  was  one  other  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  refer,  Mid  that  was  the  respon- 
sibility for  military  policy.  They  had  had 
a  short  statement  from  the  Under  Secre- 
tary with  regard  to  Army  matters,  but 
which  he  thought  the  House  oiid  the 
country  would  like — 

*Mb.  SPEAKER:  That  hardly  arises 
upon  this  Amendment. 

CoLONXL  SANDYS  said  he  would, 
tha*efore,  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that 
the  conditions  which  were  proposed  in  the 
present  instance  appeared  to  him  hardly 
sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
service.  Hon.  Members  were  willing  to 
accept  them  at  the  present  time,  but  he 
ti-usted  the  time  would  soon  come  when 
the  Government  would  see  fit  to  accede 
to  the  wishes  of  the  House  and  go  more 
fully  into  the  requirements  of  the  Army. 

♦Captain  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  said 
it  was  with  great  diffidence  that  he 
rose  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  pro- 
posal now  before  the  House,  and  his  diffi- 
dence was  increased  1^  the  statonent  of 
the  late  Secretary  for  War  that  until  they 
had  sufficient  knowledge  of  an  official 
character  upon  the  question  it  was  reallv 
impossible  to  express  an  opinion.  Ho 
was,  however,  somewhat  strengthened  in 
appearing  before  the  House  when  lie 
remembered  that  the  same  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  the  cost  of  the 
Army  was  appalling,  and  was  at  present 
increased  by  prejudices  and  traditions 
which,  it  wa«  almost  hopeless  to  overcome. 
He  for  one  did  not  give  up  hope  entirely, 


and  he  trusted  that  the  other  military 
Membors  of  the  House,  who  wwe  almost 
all  of  one  mind  on  certain  jwints,  would 
not  give  up  hope  until  the  country  knew 
the  real  facts  of  the  case.  The  Under 
Secretary  for  War,  in  his  very  able  state* 
ment,  said,  in  direct  contradiction  to  what 
the  Secretary  for  War  stated  in  another 
place,  that  the  state  of  the  Army  was 
quite  satisfactory  up  to  a  certain  ezt^t — 
that  we  had  succeeded  wherever  we  had 
gone  in  our  wars.  He  bad  always  held 
that  the  British  Army  was  good,  but 
he  did  not  think  that  was  quite  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  The  question  was, 
was  it  as  good  as  it  might  bel  Was  it 
as  good  as  this  great  nation  had  a  right 
to  denuuidl  He  -  did  not  think  that 
any  answ^  could  be  given  to  that 
question  except  in  tiie  negative;  He  did 
not  think  it  miB  right  to  say,  aa  tiie  late 
Secretary  for  War  said,  that  the  present 
Commander-in-Chief  had  a  xerj  large 
field  of  expression.  He  thought  tlmt 
when  a  man  like  Lord  Wolseley  gave 
utterance  to  the  words  that  the  Reserve 
was  a  sham,  those  words  ought  to  be 
received  with  great  respect  and  atten- 
tion. He  had  had  some  slight  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  those  distinguished 
officers.  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  and  Sir 
Bedrers  Buller — the  latter  of  whom 
was  bettw  known  by  the  very  determined 
way  in  which  he  expressed  himself — and 
he  did  not  think  that  anything  but  abso- 
lute truth  could  be  attached  to  any  evi- 
dence they  might  give  before  a  Com- 
mittee. But  the  principal  object  for 
which  he  rose  was  to  refer  to  the  words 
in  the  Motion,  viz.,  "  dealing  with  the 
present  system  of  enlistment."  That  was 
a  matter  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
bring  before  the  House  on  the  Estimates 
last  year.  He  was  convinced  that,  what- 
ever might  be  said  about  systems  and 
about  the  different  ways  of  managing  the 
Army,  until  they  went  to  the  vecy  root 
of  the  question,  until  they  dealt  with  the 
actual  material  of  which  the  Army  was 
composed,  the  sources  from  which  that 
material  was  derived,  and  the  way  in 
which  it  was  derived,  they  must  be  beat- 
ing the  air.  That  was  the  very  root  of  ^ 
the  question,  and  until  they  looked  at  / 
the  way  in  which  they  got  their  recruits, 
and  the  time  of  getting  them,  th^  would 
never  attain  the  ends  which  they  had  all 
in  view,  viz.,  that  the  country  should  get 
its  money's  worth  for  ih&  money  vhLh 
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it  spent  on  the  Army.  It  was  wis©  to 
see  what  foreign  countries  were  doing  in 
this  respect.  Moat  foreign  countries  en- 
listed m«i  at  the  age  of  20  or  21,  and  only 
cue  European  country  enlisted  at  the  age 
of  19.  But  the  normal  age  of  enlistment 
in  this  country  was  18,  and  practically 
general  offic^v  were  allowed  to  accept 
recruits  at  the  age  of  17,  and  it  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  recruits  were  taken 
even  at  much  lower  ages.  Those  recruits 
were  merely  imdeveloped  boys ;  their 
miuds  and  their  characters  were  not  those 
of  men,  and  yet  they  were  expected  to 
do  the  work  of  men,  and  to  resist  the 
temptations  of  men.  In  1894,  in  order 
to  get  37,000  recruits  no  lees  than  62,000 
candidates  were  examined,  and,  therefore, 
25,000,  or  over  40  per  cMit.  of  all  the 
applicants,  were  rejected.  That  to  his 
mind  showed  that  liie  class  &om  which 
recruits  were  drawn  was  almost  entirely 
composed  of  the  lowest  of  the  com- 
mimity,  especially  in  view  of  the  small 
requirements  of  the  Army  recruiting 
departments.  He  thought  that  if 
we  could  organise  our  Army  on  the  real 
lines  that  we  ought  to  do,  we  would 
obtain  a  better  class  of  men.  We 
expected  a  great  deal  more  from  otur 
soMiers  than  we  did  a  very  short  time 
ago.  He  held  that  as  long  as  we  con- 
tinued to  take  our  recruits  at  anjrthing 
under  20  into  the  battalions  in  which 
they  were  expected  to  serve,  they  could 
not,  from  the  force  of  circumstahces,  do 
the  work  nor  acquire  the  knowledge 
expected  of  them.  Perhaps  the  most 
serious  aspect  of  this  matter  was  the 
nation's  responsibility  as  regarded  the 
individual  units  who  were  persuaded  into 
joining  the  Army.  Until  they  altered 
the  present  conditions  under  which  the 
men,  instead  of  leaving  the  Army  better 
than  when  they  entered  it,  left  it 
worse,  they  would  never  get  the 
parents  of  boys  anxious  to  send  their 
sons  into  the  Army.  The  same  rule 
ought  to  apply  to  the  non-commissioned 
ranks  as  to  the  commissioned.  There 
was  an  unparallded  anxiety  to  get  into 
tlie  latter,  uid  if  the  Army  was  treated 
on  logical  lines,  by  making  it  suflliciently 
attractive  to  the  rank  and  file,  there 
would  be  the  same  competition  to  enter 
the  ranks  of  the  Army  as  there  now  is 
to  obtain  a  commission.  Another  point 
he  desired  to  refer  to  was  the  terrible 


state  of  the  health  of  the  Army,  and  it 
mode  the  responsibility  all  the  greater 
when  they  thought  of  the  comparative 
youth  of  those  who  were  invalided  while 
their  service  was  going  on. 

«Hr.  SPEAKEK  :  I  think  the  health  of 
the  Army  is  a  subject  outside  this  Motion. 

*Captaih  PIRIB  said  he  was  merely 
going  to  prove  that  the  enlistment  suf- 
fered in  consequence  of  the  neglected 
state  of  health  of  the  soldiers.  He 
could  only  say  that  when  a  man 
left  the  Army  he  was  often  worse 
than  when  he  went  into  it.  He  left 
it,  in  many  cases,  a  beer-drinker,  and 
that  was  one  of  l^e  greatest  detriments 
to  a  man  obtaining  employment  when  he 
left  the  service^  He  did  not  deny  that  a 
great  improvement  had  taken  place  as 
r^arded  the  question  of  temperance,  but 
there  was  great  room  for  furtha-  improve- 
ment As  remedies  for  meeting  the 
present  difficulty,  he  suggested  that 
our  tropical  and  semi-tropical  coaling 
stations  should  be  placed  under  the 
Admiralty,  which  would  relieve  many 
of  the  battalions  now  in  garrison  there. 
Then,  also,  with  r^;ard  to  our  smaller  7 
Crown  colonies,  he  thought  their  efficiency 
might  be  mtuntained  with  much  smaller 
stajffs  of  officers.  At  aoms  of  the  stations  \ 
the  staffs  were  ridiculously  large..  Thus, 
for  example,  at  Bermuda,  ten  staff  officors, 
nearly  all  of  the  rank  of  Lieut-Colonel, 
are  maintained  for  the  control  of  a  force 
less  numerous  than  a  single  German  regi- 
ment— and  this,  of  course,  not  including 
regimental  officers.  The  time  had  come 
wlwu  those  anomalies  should  be  remedied. 
Twenty-five  years  ago  Yokohama  was 
garrisoned  by  marines,  and  the  experi- 
ment was  proved  to  be  an  unqualified 
success.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  ~] 
stated  that  those  stations  absorbed  no  ( 
fewer  than  18  battaliona;  but  if  the  3 
coaling  stations  were  phiced  undo:  the 
Admiralty,  and  garrisoned,  if  only  par- 
tially, by  marines,  many  battalions  would 
be  relieved.  He  could  not  understand 
there  being  any  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  Navy  to  undertake  the  work.  ["  Hear, 
hear  I "]  Another  method  by  which  he 
would  seek  to  change  the  present  un- 
satisfactory system  would  be  not  to  admit 
any  recruit  into  a  battalion  until  he  was 
20  years  of  age,  but' if  it  was  neceraary 
to  enlist  recruits  at  a  lower  age,  then  they  ; 
ought  to  be  placed  first  of  all  in  training 
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establiBbments,  similariy  to  training  com- 
missioned officers  at  Woolwich  and  Sand- 
hurst. As  long  as  recruiting  at  the 
present  a^e  went  on,  he  held  that  satis- 
factory results  oould  never  be  obtained. 
["Hear,  hear  I"]  The  Under  Secretary 
for  War  seemed  to  refute  the  idea  that 
mm  oould  be  got  to  enlist  under  present 
conditions  for  long  service,  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  forgotten  that  it  was 
the  object  of  the  authorities  to  throw 
every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  men,  to 
prevent  them  from  enlisting  for  long 
terms.  He  believed  also  that  the  per^ 
nicious  system  of  deferred  pay  had  done 
more  harm  to  the  Army  than  anything 
else,  and  it  was  one  of  the  first  things  he 
would  abolish  in  the  present  ^stem. 
They  could  not  expect  finalily  in  the 
matter,  howerer,  until  the  Army  was  bo 
reformed  and  the  soldier  so  treated  that 
he  would  be  made  to  feel  that  the  greatest 
punishment  that  could  be  awarded  him 
was  to  be  dismissed  from  the  service, 
and  until  there  was  as  great  competition 
to  serve  in  the  rank  and  file  as  there  was 
in  the  commissioned  ranks.  ["Hear, 
hearl"] 

Tm  FIRST  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Bauour,  Manchester, 
E.),  while  not  wishing  to  interfere  with 
the  Debate,  yentured  to  point  out  that 
there  was  another  Amendment  following 
on  the  Paper  which  raised  a  question  of 
very  great  interest,  which  deserved  to  be 
debated,  and  on  which  the  public  would 
desire  to  have  some  information.  He 
alluded  to  the  subject  of  the  additions  to 
the  Guards.  ["Hear,  hearl"]  He 
therefore  thought  it  would  be  for  the 
general  convenience  of  the  House  that 
the  iHresent  Debate  should  be  brought  to 
ft  dose  with  or  without  a  Division,  so  that 
the  other  subject  might  be  considered. 
When  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  miuie  his  statement  on  Friday 
there  would  be  evary  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  general  question.  ["  Hear, 
hear  1 "] 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast,  W.) 
said  he  felt  bound  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  mattws  under  consideration  that 
night,  as  he  understood  that  on  Friday 
an  Amendment  would  be  moved  for  a  re- 
duction in  ihe  number  of  men,  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  any 
hon.  Member  from  dealing  with  the  sub- 
jects which  were  now  before  the  House. 
The  two  front  Benches  were  agreed  on 
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the  present  policy  adopted  in  regard  to 
the  Army ;  they  had  similariy  agreed 
before,  and  the  result  <^  such  ^[reement 
had  always  been  the  breakdown  and  f 
failure  of  our  Army  organisation.  ["  Hear,  \ 
hear  1 "]  Until  tlua  system  was  dianged 
the  British  Army  would  never  make  any 
progress.  The  system  was  contrary  to 
common  sense.  It  was  a  crazy  system 
which  could  never  produce  any  satis- 
factory results.  The  plan  of  linked  bat- 
talions supposed  that  two  battalions 
formed  one  unit,  but  only  by  accident 
had  the  two  battaUons  of  one  raiment 
ever  been  quartca^  toget^r.  They  i 
generally  met  each  other  in  the  Sun  ' 
Canal.  There  never  would  be  r^imental  ' 
solidarity  with  one  battalion  at  home 
and  the  other  abroad.  The  dep6t  ^stem 
for  recruits  had  undoubtedly  been  a 
failure ;  to  those  brick  buildings  scattered 
all  over  the  country  were  sent  recruit* 
and  some  old  veterans  who  were  em- 
ployed there  in  cleaning  pots  and  pans, 
looking  after  vegetables,  and  doing  other 
military  duties  of  that  kind.  [Lauffhter.l 
Another  batch  of  recruits  would  go  to 
the  home  battalion.  Was  it  creidible 
thkt  this  could  be  a  wise  ^stem  1  The " 
whole  staff  of  officers  of  the  home  bat- 
talion had  practically  not  to  team  mili- 
tary duties,  but  to  play  the  part  of 
masters  of  schools  and  of  drill-masters  to 
the  recruits.  When  the  men  thus  imder 
training  b^an  to  know  their  masters  and 
to  become  soldiers  they  were  sent  away 
to  another  battalion.  Let  the  House 
look  at  the  contrary  effect  of  the  syst^n  , 
pursued  in  regard  to  the  Royal  Marines. 
The  recruits  for  this  force  were  sent  to 
huge  depdts  and  kept  there  {or  nine 
months.  They  were  then  turned  out  the 
best  drilled  soldiers  in  the  world — 
[cheers] — and  sent  straight  to  the  various 
divisions.  To  make  any  comparison 
between  the  line  battalions  at  home  and 
the  Royal  Marines,  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  was  perfectly  idle  and  absurd. 
["  Hear,  hear  t "]  It  had  been  urged  that 
there  should  be  a  By  stem  of  (dkort  service 
for  the  Army  at  home  and  of  long  ser- 
vice for  the  troops  abroad.  The  system 
of  short  service— the  term  of  three  yean 
— ^had  been  tried  at  home  in  the  Brigade  j 
of  Guards,  aad  it  had  succeeded  after 
the  long  term  of  seven  years  had  &dle&  ' 
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,  They  had  a  long  service  in  the  Royal 
/  Marines,  and  there  they  had,  side  by 
I  side,  a  three  years'  service  and  a  12 
^sjrears'  service,  both  producing  admirable 
I  results.    Between  those  two  they  had  a 
1  seven,  or  eighty  or  six  years'  service, 
/  whidk  tiiey  pretraided  was  a  short-servioe 
'  system,  ajid  which  was  an  absolute 
i  failure.    ["Hear,  hear!"]   Their  prac- 
tice in  the  matter  was  contrary  to 
common  s^ise.    They  expected  to  get 
good  soldiers  and  plenty  of  them,  and 
yet  they  told  every  man  or  boy  on  enlist- 
ing that  they  would  keep  him  for  six 
years  and  then  turn  him  adrift  a  ruined 
man,  unless  he  got  aid  from  some  chari- 
table institution,  to  which  he  must  go 
and  beg  the  right  to  live.     ["  Hear, 
hear  > "]    He  defied  anyone  to  suggest 
that  tn&t  sort  of  system  could  attract 
the  right  olass  of  men.    He  asked  any 
hoD.  Gentleman  to  tell  him  of  one  single 
instance  since  the  short-service  system 
started  of  any  battalion  in  the  British 
Service — except  the '  (Juards  or  on  the 
Indian  Establishment — that  hod  paraded 
on  its  war  strength  in  war.    As  a  matter 
of  facl^  their  Commander-in-Chief,  or 
others,  had   selected   their  battalions. 
["Hear,  hear!"]     They  picked  and 
chose  and  filled  up  their  battalions  with 
the  best  men  they  could  get  frmn  here 
t  and  there.    A  war  would  test  this  sys- 
I  tem,  and  they  would  then  see  whether 
1^  they  were  dealing  in  realities  or  not. 
It  was  said  tliat  these  men  were  very 
fine  fellows.    So  they  were.    Those  who 
survived  the  perils  and  temptations  of 
Indian  life  grew  up  to  be  fine  soldiers  ; 
but  they  came  back  here  to  be  ruined 
and  to  go  into  the  workhouses.  Only 
last  Session  he  asked  that  these  men 
might  receive  a  little  more  consideration 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government — ^men 
j  who  were  discharged  into  the  work- 
'  bouses  by  scores  and  hundreds.  \M\nis- 
terial  cries  of  "  No."]    He  hoped  he 
should  have  an  occasion  of  proving  that 
statement.    He  was  told  that  a  great 
number  of  theee  men  had  been  employed 
by  the  railway  companies,  but  that  the 
railway  companies  found  they  were  not 
the  proper  class  of  men,  and  it  was  not 
fair  to  press  them  to  take  a  class  of  men 
whom  they  really  could  not  make  use  of. 
Was  that  the  necessary  consequence  of 
serving  Her  Majesty  1    Not  a  bit  of  it. 
They  got  men  discharged  from  the 
Marines  by  hundreds  and  from  ihe  Navy 


by  thousands,  and  everybody  was  glad 
to  get  their  service.  But  they  got  those 
men  whose  careers  had  been  broken  by 
this  Army  service  discharge,  and  they 
came  out  as  they  went  in — very  little 
better,  and  sometimes,  perhaps,  a  little 
worse.  He  ckumed  that  the  failure  of 
the  system,  which  was  now  undoubted, 
was  the  natural  and  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  the  system  ;  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  not  be  misled  by  the  rosy 
statements  they  heard  sometimes. 
They  must  discount  and  discount  the 
legitimate  and  splendidpride  their  officers 
took  in  the  units  they  commanded,  and 
they  must  go  and  see  for  themselves  what 
these  battalions  were.  He  did  not  care- 
where  hon.  Membera  went,  they  would 
find  the  sune  miserable,  tedious  sham 
going  on  of , these  battalions  being  treated  ' 
as  depdts  for  obhw  battalions.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  What  he  believed  they  wanted 
was  a  recasting  of  the  system  on  some 
common-sense  lines.  ['*  Hear,  hear  !  "] 
They  wanted  to  do  away  with  this  plan 
of  making  one  battalion  depdt  for  another 
~a  plan  never  heard  of  in  any  land  ex- 
cept this  or  fairyland.  He  wanted  to 
see  the  men  transferred,  when  they 
were  properly  trained,  to  the  regiments 
in  which  tlwy  were  to  serve.  They 
wanted  to  see  their  superior  officers 
really  occupied  in  doing  the  work  which 
they  entered  the  Army  to  do,  and  not 
doing  the  work  which,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  WHS  being  done  by  non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  the  depdt.  They  were 
burning  the  candle  at  both  ends,  for 
they  were  preventing  the  right  men  go- 
ing in,  because  they  did  not  allow  them 
to  go  in  under  conditions  which  good 
men  would  be  oontent  to  accept.  For 
these  reasons  he  would  support  the 
Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Bauronet. 

Mr.  WIUJAM  ALLAN  (Gates- 
head) desired  to  challenge  the  statement 
of  the  Under  Secretary  tor  War  that  the 
200  guns  belonging  to  the  Artillery 
Volunteers  were  p^ectly  mobile  and 
could  be  used  in  case  of  an  invasion. 
Those  guns — and  he  dared  say  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  of  the  fact — 
were  absolutely  useless,  for  they  were 
obbolete.  There  was  not  a  Volunteer 
company  in  the  country  that  had  got 
breech-loading  field  pieces,  while  the 
I  battalions  on  tiie  ooast  bad  only  muszle- 
loaders.  He  would  like  to  know  why 
the  right  hoa.  Gentleman  said  that  these 
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200  gtms  oontd  be  used  in  case  of 
invasion,  and  were  perfectly  mobile. 
He  did  not  object  to  the  proposed  ex- 
penditure. Far  from  it,  but  with  this 
expenditure  the  artillery  of  the  Volun- 
teers should  be  put  on  a  proper  basis. 
He  happened  to  be  an  old  Volunteer 
officer,  and  remembered  that  the  guns 
were  and  remained  now,  he  believed,  all 
muzzle  loaders.  What  was  the  use  of 
these  \  Those  were  not  the  best  weapons 
with  which  to  resist  an  invasion.  He 
would  go  further  in  reference  to  the 
expenditure  upon  artillery,  and  deny 
that  the  best  weapons  were  given  to  the 
Royal  Artillery.  They  might  brag  of 
the  efficiency  of  batteries  and  horses,  but 
the  weapons  were  old.  The  breech 
mechanism  of  the  field  pieces  was  old, 
it  had  the  side  swing  and  not  the  proper 
drop  action  for  quick-firing.  Why  spend 
money  on  the  obsolete  mechanism  %  He 
merely  directed  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  these  facts.  It 
was  all  very  well  to  come  to  the  House 
and  ask  for  money,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  only  doing  his  duty  in 
that,  but  the  money  would  not  be  wisely 
spent  unless  it  armed  the  British  Army 
with  the  best  weapons.  The  Royal 
Artillery  could  not  compete  with  conti- 
nental Mtillery,  simply  because  the 
wei^mns  were  not  of  the  modem  type. 
The  quick  firing  of  ,the  French  and 
German  artillery  oould  beat  ours,  to  use 
a  common  expression  "into  fits."  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
be  practical  in  this  matter.  It  was  his 
duty  as  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  not 
only  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  colleagues 
but  to  the  nation,  that,  before  asking  for 
money  he  should  show  it  was  for  supply- 
ing the  best  article  he  could  get. 

^Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton)  felt  an 
apology  was  due  to  the  House,  and  he 
hoped  Members  would  bear  with  him 
while  he  called  attention  to  a  matter 
which  would  not  be  in  order  on  later 
Amendments.  The  Under  Secretary 
had  reproached  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
who  moved  this  Resolution  with  not 
having  provided  any  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  he  had  placed  before  the 
House,  and  the  taunt  had  been  repeated 
by  hon.  Members  who  had  followed. 
But  it  seemed  to  him,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  established  his  point,  if  he 
had  shown  that  the  state  of  the  Army  at 
the  present  time  was  nnsatisfactory,  liiat 
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it  was  inefficient  and  required  to  be 
reorganised,  then  he  had  done  all  that 
could  be  expected  from  a  civilian  Mem- 
ber of  the  House,  the  solution  of  the 
difficulties  resting  with  the  paid  officers 
of  the  Crown.    ["  Hear,  hear !"]    It  was 
not  for  a  civilian  Member  of  the  House  ' 
to  offer  the  solution  of  these  difficulties.  I 
He  asked  the  pitience  of  the  House  ^ 
because  he  believed  that  to  a  certain 
extent  he  conld  suggest  to  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman   the  Under  Secretary  some 
lines  upon  which  he  conld  amend  the 
future    organisation    of    our  Army. 
No    doubt    our    Army    presented  a 
most  complex  problem.      We   had  to 
provide    for    home   defence,    for  the 
possibility   of   landing  a   large  force 
on  the  continent^  for  our  Indian  Army, 
and  for  the  garrisons  of  our  colonial 
and  foreign  possessions,  and  all  this  had 
to  be  done  with  the  voluntary  system. 
To  provide  for  all  these  difficulties  we 
had  a  system  which  dated  from  a  time 
when  we  had  no  colonial  possessions  or 
Indian  Empire  to  defend  ;  the  system  of 
district  commands,  a  system  which  had 
been  thrust  aside  by   all   continental  \ 
nations.    We  had  rejected  it  in  India, 
where  we  had  a  far  better  organised  and 
more  efficient  Army.    This  system  of 
district  commands  dated  almost  from  the 
beginning  of  our  standing  Army.  So 
different  were  the  districts  in  this  country  - 
that  it  would  be  found  in  their  staff 
officers  they  varied  from  niuenp  to  twenty- 
one,  and  in  battalions  in  these  dislricts 
they  varied  from  one  to  fifteen.    In  spite 
of  these  irregularities  they  were  co-equal 
in  power,  each  independent  of  the  other, 
and  simply  tied  to  the  War  Office  and 
subject  to  the  War  Office.    In  England 
these  districts  were  nine  in  number,  in  ■ 
Scotland  one,  and  in  Ireland  four.  He 
would  suggest  to  the  ri^t  hon.Gentlemau  '' 
(Mr.  Brodrick)  that  if  he  really  wished 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  properiy- 
organised  Army  system  in  tiie  country,  ' 
he  should  change  Uiese  district  commands 
into  Army  Corps  commands,  those  in 
Great  Britain  to  two  or  three  Army  ■ 
Corps  districts  and  those  of  Ireland  into 
one.    When  he  said  a  change,  he  meant 
much  more  than  any  change  that  had 
been  made  on  paper  Up  to  the  present 
time.    He  did  not  mean  merely  re- 
organising them  .on  paper,  leaving  these 
Army  Corps  subcwdinate  to  the  War 
Office  as  at  the  present  time ;  he  meant 
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more  than  that.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  Secretary  for  War 
thought  of  waiting  until  the  War  Office 
took  the  initiative,that  would  never  come 
until  they  were  in  their  graves.  What 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  needed  to  do 
waa,  to  speak  with  the  authority  of  the 
Government  to  which  he  belonged,  with 
the  force  of  the  public  opinion  of  the 
of  the  country  behind  him,  and  say  that 
this  antiquated  system  must  cease  and  be 
replaced  by  a  system  in  accordance  with 
continental  and  Indian  experience.  It 
must  be  something  real.  The  Army  Corps 
must  not  be  simply  generals  who  are 
under  the  thumb  of  the  War  Office,  they 
must  be  in  oommaad  of  the  Army  Corps, 
responsible  for  everything  concerned  in 
the  district,  ammunition,  materiel  and 
arms,  and  all  pr^>arationB  for  defence. 
ZiOt  these  be  as  independent  as  the  Army 
Corps  leaders  in  Germany,  and  only  by 
laying  the  foundation  of  some  such 
system  would  the  organisation  of  the 
military  force  of  the  coimtry  be  effective  1 
What  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  doing 
was  simply  patchwork.  The  War  Office 
was  an  old  building,  and  whilst  to  an  old 
building  they  might  put  a  bow  window, 
or  an  attic,  or  a  new  storey,  they  could  not 
adapt  it  to  new  requirements.  [*'  Hear, 
hear  1 "]  They  must  start  at  ^e  very 
fonndatioa  and  build  upwards.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  do  this 
the  money  he  was  now  asking  to  be  voted 
for  the  Army  would  be  wasted,  for  he 
would  not  get  any  effective  return  for  it. 
It  was  a  question  of  organisation,  and  un- 
less the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  that 
in  hand  and  insisted  upon  its  being  real, 
complete  success  would  not  attend  his 
efforts.  ["  Hear,  hear !  ']  He  could 
warn  him  that  when  he  came  to  attack 
the  War  C^oe  system  he  would  find 
there  vas  an  enormous  vit  ineHvB,  It 
was  a  building  in  which  bad  collected  an 
enormous  number  of  staff  officers  and 
staff  clerks.  They  naturally  loved  power 
— OS  did  everybody — they  had  got  it  in 
their  hands  and  would  keep  it  if  they 
could.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  speak  with  the  strength  of  the 
Government  and  of  public  opinion  be- 
hind him,  he  could  say  to  the  War  Office 
that  it  should  be  reduced  to  the  limits  of 
any  general  staff  ot  the  foreign  armies, 
and  that  Utese  staff  officers  and  clerks 
who  were  superfluous  should  go  to  the 
Army  Corps  district.    ["  Hear,  hear  !  "] 


He  pressed  it  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  a  matter  of  organisation,  and  he 
would  tell  him  that,  if  he  genuinely  asked 
for  a  solution  of  the  difficulties  in  con- 
nection with  the  British  Army  in  this 
country,  that  solution  could  only  oome 
from  such  a  system  of  decentralisation 
as  he  had  mapped  out  to  him.  [**  Hear, 
hear!"] 

Me.  COURTENAY  WARNER 
(Stafford,  Lichfield)  observed  that  the - 
proof  of  the  short  service  being  the  better 
system  was  that  the  very  regiments  they 
proposed  to  increase  were  those  which 
had  been  successful  because  of  the  short 
service.  They  were,  indeed,  the  very 
regiments  that  were  most  easily  recruited 
because  they  had  the  option  of  short 
service.  Then  came  the  question  of  the 
battalions  at  home.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary said  they  were  supposed  to  be  <rf  a 
strength  of  720  each,  or  taking  the  drafts 
for  India  520.  He  had  himself  been  at  i 
Aldershot  for  something  like  twenty 
years,  and  be  had  never  seen — except  in 
a  very  rare  case— a  battalion  of  520  men  , 
on  parade,  and  he  did  not  think  they  I 
very  often  saw  400.  As  to  the  question  ^ 
of  the  Artillery  the  increase  that  was 
proposed  would  bring  the  number  of 
horses  and  men  up  to  what  they  were 
about  thirty  yeiws  ago,  when  there  were 
both  more  horses  and  men  than  now. 
He  thought  it  was  Mr.  Stanhope  who 
brought  about  ^e  reduction,  and  the 
Artillery  were  now  about  to  be  put 
back  to  the  old  numbers  by  the  proposed 
increase.  But  independently  of  that, 
the  Army  was  supposed  to  be  increased, 
therefore  the  proportion  had  fallen 
enormously.  Coming  to  the  Reserves, 
there  was  one  Reserve  which  was  a 
perfect  myth,  namely,  tiie  Militia. 
The  Mililoa  Reserve  was  oranposed  of 
men  who  were  reaerred  naturally  by 
being  in  the  Militia.  The  Militia  in 
the  old  days  was  a  reserve  that  filled 
up  their  battalions  at  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  and  on  a  hundred  other 
occasions,  and  formed  the  Reserve  Army 
of  this  country.  They  took  30,000  men 
out  of  the  Militia,  called  them  Militia 
Reserves  and  gave  them  a  pound  or 
thirty  shillings  a  year  for  the  sake  of 
having  tJiat  name.  No  monbers  of  tiie 
MiUtia  would  object  to  see  that  force 
used  for  foreign  service  when  required, 
and  the  country  would  then  be  oiabled 
to  save  the  £30,000  a  year  they  were 
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now  spending  on  a  Militia  Reserve, 
which  was  practically  a  stage  Army,  and 
which  became  reserved  twice  over,  first, 
as  the  Militia  Reserve,  and  then  as  the 
Militia.  They  had  got  no  artillery  for 
the  Militia.  Th^  had  got  Garrison 
Artillery  but  there  was  not  a  sii^Ie  gun 
to  supply  them  with.  Then  there  was 
the  Yeomaoi^,  which  was  very  good  for 
scouts  and  so  on,  but  hardly  sufficient  to 
supply  the  Army  with  70,000  men — at 
least  with  cavalry — which  the  Militia 
was  supposed  to  be  able  to  do.  They 
had  thus  got  a  large  reserve  in  the  form 
of  Militia  without  a  single  gun,  and 
without  any  real  cavalry  to  support  them 
in  the  field.  He  thought  this  reform 
was  a  fictitious  one.  They  increased  the 
infantry^  in  which  they  were  strongest, 
bat  they  increased  the  Artillery  to  such 
a  smaU  extent  as  to  be  utterly  inefficient 
for  use  as  a  Reserve,  and  they  did  not 
really  improve  the  existing  force  of  the 
country  against  invasion.  The  only 
thing  they  did,  was  to  enable  their  best 
force  for  protection  namely,  the  Guards, 
to  be  divided,  so  that  a  certain  portion 
of  them  could  be  utilised  as  were  the 
Line  regiments,  by  being  sent  abroad, 
but  by  that  means  they  destroyed  the 
few  iMttalions  that  were  left  at  home. 
He  complained  of  the  inefficiency  of  the 
Army  at  home.  Something  was  radically 
wrong  with  the  system  of  recruiting,  and 
should  be  altered  if  we  were  to  have 
anything  more  than  a  paper  Army. 

♦General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham) 
held  that  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  unsatisfactory  in  themselves 
and  insufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
Army.  The  Under  Secretary  for  War 
spoke  of  the  recommendations  oi  the 
Militwy  Boud.  Military  members 
knew  what  they  were.  The  Military 
Board  was  obl^ed  to  take  what  was 
given  to  it.  He  did  not  deny  that  the 
permanent  officials  of  the  War  Office 
were  painstaking  and  industrious,  but  he 
contended  that  they  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  should  have  a  freer  hand,  snd  not 
be  told  by  the  Treasury  :  "  You  cannot 
have  any  more  money ;  you  must  make  the 
best  of  what  you  have."  The  Militia 
were  bdow  the  proper  strength,  and  no 
attempt  had  been  made  to  enforce  the 
Constitutional  lav  of  raising  it  by 
ballot  He  exceedingly  regretted  that. 
The  system  of  deferred  pay  was  most 
objectionable,  and  the  sooner  it  was 
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j  abolished  the  better.  He  was  surprised 
I  that  no  proposals  had  been  made  for 
extending  the  manoeuvres.  The  Under 
I  Secretary  for  War  had  referred  lo  the 
j  acquisition  of  60  square  miles  on 
I  Salisbury  Plain  for  that  purpose.  Did 
'  he  think  an  Army  conld  manoeaTre  on  a 
_  space  raght  miles  by  eight  miles  1  Snfih 
an  aroa  was  nothing  more  tiian  a  large 
drill  ground.  Our  Reserves  did  not 
receive  sufficient  training,  and  when 
they  were  called  out  to  fill  up  weak 
battalions,  as  had  been  done  in  the 
case  of  Egypt,  they  had  in  some  in- 
stances been  found  to  be  extremely 
insubordinate  and  difficult  to  deal  with. 
But  why  were  the  Reewren  not  called 
out  ofteaer  ?  It  was  said  that  if  called 
out  they  would  not  get  emplojrment. 
They  got  retaining  pay,  and  why  nob  call 
them  out  at  least  for  a  few  days  eveiy 
yearl  ["Hear,  hearl"]  He  bad  been 
in  the  Army  30  years,  and  he  had  never 
known theMilitia  Reserve  to  be  called  out. 
He  believed  that  any  hon.  Member  who 
was  in  the  s^rice  would  bear  him  out 
in  that  statement.  He  maintained  that 
when  the  Reserve  men  had  been  calle<i 
out  in  Elngland  they  had  been  found  to 
give  a  great  deal  of  trouUe.  \Crie$  of 
"  No  I "]  As  to  what  had  been  said 
with.  T^g^  to  the  provwons  of 
guns  for  the  Artillery,  he  happraed 
to  command  '  a  brigade  of  Volun- 
tews,  and  he  should  like  to  know 
where  the  guns  were  that  would  be  a 
necessary  adjunct  to  the  force  if  they  were 
called  upon  at  short  notice  to  go  into 
action.  As  far  as  he  oould  ascer- 
tain we  had  something  like  200 
guns  only  nominally  assigned  for  that 
purpose,  which  amounted  to  about  half 
a  gun  par  thousand  mm.  The  Gov- 
ernment had  made  no  adequate  proTision 
of  these  arms,  but  t^iejy  came  down  to 
that  House  with  a  mere  makeshift  pro- 
posid  to  carry  out  the  linked  battalion 
system.  He  would  not  detain  the  House 
long»-  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night,  and 
he  could  only  apologise  for  having  occu- 
pied its  time  at  such  length.  The  matter, 
however,  was  one  of  great  importance,  and 
it  was  this  fact  that  had  led  him  to  tres- 
pass so  loi^  upon  the  good  nature  and 
indulgence  of  Uie  House.  ["  Hear,  hear  I  "j 
*Mb.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Paiuaas.  E.) 
said  that  the  state  of  our  military  forces 
was  a  subject  that  fully  deserved  the 
attention  of  that  House.   For  some  18 
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or  20  years  he  had  held  a  Commission  in 
Her  U^jesty's  Service — ^not  in  the  Kegu- 
lars,  but  in  the  Militia — and  he  had  taken 

a  great  interest  in  the  question  of  the 
recruitment  of  the  force.  It  appeared 
f  to  him  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  recruit 
for  the  Army  and  for  the  Militia  sepa- 
[  rately.  They  ought  to  recruit  for  the 
^two  branches  of  the  Service  together, 
and  after  the  men  had  received  a  certain 
amount  of  training  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  elect  whether  they  would  join 
the  Militia  or  the  regular  Army.  As  it 
was,  he  believed  that  some  15,000  or 
20,000  men  who  were  recruited  for  the 
Militia  went  into  the  r^lar  Army  every 
year.  That  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
very  wasteful  and  unworkable  system, 
which  ought  to  be  abolished.  Then,  in 
order  to  stop  desertion  in  the  regular 
Army,  a  soldier,  after  a  certain  probar 
tionary  period,  should  be  free  to  return 
to  civil  life  or  to  remain  with  the 
colours  as  he  thought  fit.  The  Govern- 
ment, in  place  of  atlding  three  battalions 
to  the  Guards  and  sending  them  to 
Gibraltar  and  Malta,  where  they  could 
not  be  properly  trained,  and  consequently 
'  must  deteriorate,  should  have  added  four 
'  regiments  to  the  Line,  which  wotUd  have 
been  a  real  and  a  useful  addition  to  the 
Army.  In  his  opinion  the  proposal  of  the 
"  Government  to  send  the  Guards  abroad 
would  render  it  very  difficult  to  obtain 
recruits  for  that  branch  of  the  Army. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  had 
drawn  attention  to  the  excessive  amount 
of  drinking  that  went  on  in  the  Army — 
but  in  India  it  would  be  found  that  some 
30  or  40  per  cent,  of  the  men  were 


total  abstainers.     With  re^;ard  to  the 
Militia  Reserve,  it  was  a  smgolar  fact 
that  during  the  Rtisso-Turkid^  War,  when 
the  men  belonging  to  some  regiments 
were  called   out,  actually  n^ore  turned 
up  than  the  number  that  were  called 
out.     That  this  was  the   case  was 
brought  to  his  attention  by  the  fact  that 
when  the  Reserve  men  in  his  regiment 
were  paraded  for  inspection  prior  to  their 
being  drafted  into  the  linked  battalions 
of  the  line,  four  more  men  than,  the  com- 
plement were  found  to  be  present,  and 
it  was  only  after  the  roltcaU  had  been 
taken  that  the  intruders  were  discovered. 
In  any  case,  it  showed  an  ezcellrait  spirit. 
With  regard   to  the  question   of  the~l 
Militia,    it  was  ridiculous    to  count  / 
135,000  men  as  the  Militia  force.    The  I 
Militia  force  was  only  105,000  men,  the  \ 
fact  being  that  30,Q00  belonged  to  the 
Militia  Reserve.    But  in  time  of  emer- 
gency there  would  be,  unfortunately,  only 
75.000,  because  30,000  would  have  to 
serve  in  line  regiments.    The  Govern- 
mmt  had  not  grasped  the  nettle  and  done  ,' 
what  he  believed  the  country  would  have  I 
backed  them  up  in,  namely,  to  add  four  \ 
regiments  (eight  battalions)  to  our  Army. 
If  they  had  done  so,  he  should  have 
loyally  supported  them,  but  as  they  had 
not  done  the  right  thing,  he  should  vote 
for  the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean. 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  pro-  1 

posed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  ' 

Questicm  : " — The    House    divided  ; —  / 

Ayes,  197;  Noes,  63.— (Division  list  ' 

— No.  20 — appended.)  ^ 


Aolnnd-Hood,  Cnpt.  Sir  A.  F. 
AllhiiBen,Aii^i8tu8  Henry  Eden 
Arnold,  Alfrt^l 
Aacroft,  Robert 
Aahmead-Hartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
BafTot,  Capt.  Joeceline  FitzRoy 
Baillie,  Jnmos  E.  B.  (Inverneea) 
Bainl>ndge,  Emerson 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,Rt.  Hon.A.J.  (MancTi'r) 
Balfour,Gerald  AVilliam  (Leeds) 
Balfoar.Rt.  Hn.  J.  Blair(Clackm) 
Banburj',  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Beach,Ht.Hon.Sir  M.H.fflriBtol) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfoll 
Bethell,  Captain 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 


AYE.S. 

BonsBeld,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  JameB 
Campbell,  James  A. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  V.  C.'W.(Derbyshir©) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J.Aiisten  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscoant 


Clare,  Octavios  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  fidward  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
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Coffhill,  Douglas  Harry 

ColUngs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  (Beds.) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Cox,  Robert 
Cranbome,  Tiflconnt 
Cutzon,  Viscount  (Bucks.) 
Dalbiac,  Major  Philip  Hng^ 
Darling,  Charles  John 
Denny,  Colonel 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfleld- 
Dixon,  George 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akon- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dmcker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
£llifl,Tho8.Edw.  (Merionethah.) 
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Fardell,  Thomas  Q«o^:e 
FelloweB,  Hon,  AUwyn  Edward 
FergiiBon,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fei^aeoii,B,t.Hn.8ir  J.(Manc'r) 
Fieu,  Admiral  ^Eutbcranie) 

Finlay,  Sir  Ro1}ert  Bannatj'ne 
Fisher,  William  Hayee 
FitzGerald,  Sir  K.  TJ.  FenroBe 
Flannery,  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Emeat 
Folkestone,  Yiscoont 
Foreter,  Henry  William 
Forwood,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  Arthnr  B. 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Oarflt,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

GibbB,Hn.A.G.H.(Cityof  Lend.) 
Giblw,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gladsbme,  RtHnJlerbert  John 
Godson,  AngnstuB  Frederick 
Gordon,  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Rt.  Hn.G.  J.fSt.  G'rg'a) 
GoBchen,  George  J.  (SosBex) 
Gtonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Qray,  Ernest  (Wert  Ham) 
Gi«en,WaUord  D.(WednesVry) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (Cambs.) 
GuU,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldane,  Richard  Bordon 
Hamilton,  Rt.Hon  LordGeoi^e 
Hanban',  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Havelock-Allan,  General  Sir  H. 
Hennon-Hodge,  Bohert  Trotter 
HiIl,Rt.Hn.Lord  ATthDr(Down) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Ijonel  Raleigh 
Hnbbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hoot,  Sir  Frederick  Seager 
HatchinsoD,  Capt.  G.  W.  Grice- 
Hntton,  John  (Torks,  N.R.) 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 


Johnstone,  John  H.  (Snssez) 
Joliffe,  Hon,  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 
Kenny,  William 
King,  Sir  Hmiy  Seymour 
Knowlea,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorts) 
Law8on,SirWilf ri  d(Camb'land) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  William  Edward  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birttenhead) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
LleweUyn,SirDillwyn-(SwnBea) 
Lockwdod,  Lt.-CoL  A.  R.  (Eases) 
Lockwood,  Sir  Frank  (York) 
Long,  Col.  Charle8W.(Eve8ham) 
Long,  Rt,  Hon.  Walter  (L'pool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lncas-Shadwell,  Williara 
Lytt«lton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclure,  John  William 
McArthur,  William 
McCalmont,Maj,-G^(A  nr'mN) 
McEwan,  Willum 
McKillop,  James 
l^fflxtin,  Richard  Biddulpb 
Massey-Mainwaring.  Hn.  W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
j^Iilbank,  Powlett  Charles  John 
MoDckton,  Edward  Philip 
Muntz,  Philip  A, 
MniTay,Rt,Hn.A.Graham(Bnte) 
Murray,  Col.  Wj-ndham  (Bath) 
Myers.  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkea,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Penn, John 

Phillpotta,  Captain  Arthnr 
Pierpoint,  Robert 


Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Prctyman,  Capt.  Ernest  Geoig* 
Pryw-Jonee,  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Bensbaw,  Charles  Kne 
Kdley,  Rt.  Hon.  SirMatthevW. 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hon.  Chas-Thomfitai 
Robeon,  William  Snowdon 
Round,  Jamee 
RoseeU,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseidi 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sha^,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Bomford) 
Skewee-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H,  (Christchnrch) 
Smith,  Mon.  W.  F.  D.  (Stiawii 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lnncs.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerwi'i 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlev 
Sturt,  Hon.  Hmnphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Mnnay 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col,  Sir  C.  E.  Howiri 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warkworth,  I>ord 
Warr,  Augostas  l-Vederick 
Webster,  Sir  R,E.  (lBleof\\'ightj 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Wil!iams,JosephPoweU-;BiniL) 
Willoughby  de  Ereahy.  lord 
Wodehouse.  Edmond  R.  [EatliJ 
Woodall,  William 
WjTidhflm-Quin,  Major  W.  H 
Wyvill,  Maimaduke  D'Arcy 
Younger,  William 

Teuerh  fok  tub  Arei.  % 
W^illiam  Walrond  and  3Ir. 
Anstruther. 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,Wm.(Newc-under-Lyme) 
Amold-Font«r,  Hugh  O. 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bngg,  John 

Budianan,  Thomas  Bybum 
Clongh,  Walter  Owen 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  Ready 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalziel,  James  Hemy 
Davies,  ALYanghan-  (Cardigan) 
Bavitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Edwards,  Gen.  Sir  James  Bovan 
Engledow,  Charles  John 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Finch-Hatton,  Hon.  Harold  H. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gonrley,  Sir  Edward  Tompa>ley 
OreriUe,  Captain 


NOES. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hedderwick,  TTiomas  Chas.  H. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Labonchere,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lient.-Gtoneral 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lloyd-Geoi^e,  David 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownee 
Macaleese,  Ihmiel 
McDermott,  Patrick 
M'Hugh,  I^trick  A.  (Leitrim) 
McKenna,  Reginald 
McLeod,  John 

Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Morton,  Ed  ward  John  Chalmers 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Pirie,  Oaptain  Duncan  Yemm 
Provand,  Andrew  Drybuj^h 


Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifloe) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigfae.; 
Roche,Hon.  Jamea  (East  Ear^j 
Samuel,  J.  (Stocklon-on-Tw) 
Shaw,  Wm.  Rawson  (Halifix; 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeathj 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Alfred  (GlamoiguwE-) 
Warner,  Thomas  Coarteoay  T. 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pwicm) 
Welby,  Lieut-GoL  A.  C.  E 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Pahner 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (NotbJ 
Woodhon8e,SirJ.T.(H>d'iifV; 

Tellsus  fo»  the  Kob,  Sr 
Charles  Dilke  and  Jfaj* 
Basch. 
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Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Xbsez, 
Epping),  in  whose  nanae  the  following 

motion  stood  on  the  Paper — 

"  That  the  proposal  to  station  three  battalions 
of  the  Gnarda  in  the  Mediterranean  requiroB 
farttier  serioiiB  consideration  at  the  hands  of  her 
Majesty's  Govemmont," 

said  it  was  most  distasteful  to  him  to 
eritioise  any  of  the  measures  brought 
forward  by  the  Government.  He  knew 
he  was  pledged  to  support  them  on  every 
posfflble  occasion,  and  he  thought  he  had 
fairly  redeoned  that  pledge.  ["Hear, 
hear!"]  Bat  what  he  had  to  criticise 
that  evening  was  not  an  error  of  policy 
he  considered  it  an  error  of  judgment 
which  mighteasily  be  alteredin  the  respect 
of  which  he  was  going  to  speak  without  any 
difficulty  or  loss  of  dignity  to  the  Govern- 
ment. ["Hear,  hear!"]  The  Govern- 
ment had  determined,  and  he  thought 
rightly,  to  strengthen  the  Army,  and 
with  that  proposition  he  thought  nobody 
on  his  side  of  the  House  and  very  few 
on  the  oUier  nde  would  find  fault,  l^ough 
from  the  speeches.  Uiey  had  heard  that 
nig^t  they  knew  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  method  in  which  it 
should  be  carried  out.  He  wished  par- 
ticularly to  speak  of  the  quartering  of  a 
portion  of  the  Guards  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. The  officers  of  the  Guards, 
though  they  did  hold  very  serious  ob- 
jection to  the  plan,  objected  not  from 
any  selfish. motive  or  because  they  enter- 
tained the  slightest  objection  to  serving 
Her  Majesty  in  any  quarter  of  the 
globe,  but  because  they  believed  the 
plan  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
Brigade  of  Guards  and  would  di- 
minish its  efficiency.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "] 
His  objections  to  the  plan  were  that  the 
War  Office  would  not  obtain  the  requi- 
site number  of  recruits  of  the  necessary 
physique,  and  that  the  scheme  would  in 
juriously  affect  the  Household  troops  by 
applying  to  them  the  linked  battalion 
system  which  had  already  failed  in  the 
Line.  The  Brigade  of  Guards  was  a  pri- 
vileged body  of  troops,  their  privilege 
being  to  guard  tlie  Queen,  and  they  main- 
tained a  high  standard  in  drill  and  phy- 
sique. Lord  Lonsdowne  wanted  to  make 
use  of  the  Guards  to  relieve  the  present 
strain  on  the  Army.  Instead  of  alterii^ 
the  linked  battalion  system  he  was  going 
to  use  the  Guards  in  a  makeshift  manner 
at  the  risk  of  impairing  thear  efficiency. 
The  Secretary  of  State  acknovlec^ed  tbat 


on  starting  for  Gibraltu'  a  battalion 
would  require  a  la^  draft  of  men,  and 
he  called  that  a  loan  in  exchange ;  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  would  be  depleting 
the  battalion  at  home.  A  battalion  at 
home  would  have  to  supply  very  nearly 
200  men,  which  would  reduce  its  nmn- 
bers  to  about  540.  He  did  not  find  faulty 
with  the  proposal  to  increase  the  Brigade 
by  two  battalions,  if  the  recruits  could  be 
got,  but  could  they?  The  Guards,  in 
numbers  and  efficiency,  were  now  a  pat- 
tern of  excellence  to  the  battalions  of 
the  Line;  but  instead  of  making  the 
latter  equivalent  in  numbers  and,  if  pos- 
sible, in  excellence  to  the  Guards,  the 
Government  were  going  to  level  the 
Guards  down  to  the  standard  of  the  Line 
battalions.  How  were  the  Government 
going  to  keep  up  a  strong  battalion 
abroad  with  a  yearly  waste  of  about  200 
men  i  The  waste  would  have  to  be  sup- 
plied from  the  battdions  at  home.  The 
Secretary  of  State  was  optimistic  in  his 
views.  He  could  not  affirm  that  he 
would  obtain  the  necessary  number  of  re- 
cruits. He  only- hoped  that  he  would, 
and  confessed  that  if  he  found  he  could 
not,  he  would  be  prepared  to  modify 
his  proposal.  In  case  of  an  offensive  ex- 
pedition being  necessary  from  this  coun- 
try, how  many  men  could  be  put  into 
the  field?  According  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  not  more  than  16,000.  That  was 
a  small  enough  number  of  men,  but  of 
that  small  force  the  Guards  would  form 
the  very  backbone,  complete  as  they 
were  now  in  numbers.  It  must  be  borne  ^ 
in  mind  that  the  three  years*  enlistment  ^ 
system  prevailed  in  the  Guards,  and  con- 
sequently twice  as  many  men  would  have 
to  be  drawn  oft  for  rdieving  battd^ions 
abroad  as  would  have  to  be  drawn  off  in 
the  case  of  Line  battalions  where  the 
period  of  service  was  longer.  Then 
there  was  the  question  of  training.  He 
presumed  that  it  was  in  a  man's  second 
year  of  service  that  he  would  be  sent  to 
Gibraltar,  where  he  could  obtain  no 
training  in  field  firing  and  other  neces- 
sary duties.  After  his  three  years'  ser- 
vice he  would  be  passed  into  the  Reserve 
for  nine  yearsr  daring  which  he  would 
have  no  opportunilT'  of  practising  those 
duties.  At  home  the  Guards  got  a  very 
fair  amount  of  training  at  manoeuvres  ' 
or  at  Firbright,  and  they  were  practised 
in  marching  in  London.   It  should  be 
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remembered  that  it  was  still  to  be  proved 
whether  the  men  who  had  been  Bfime 
time  in  the  Reserve  would  be  as  efficient 
on  mobilisation  as  one  hoped  they  would 
be.   There  was  no  doubt  that  we  got  a 
'  large  proportion  of  our  recrulta  from 
men  who  believed  that  their  services  in 
the  Brigade  of  Guards  would  enable  them 
to  get  positions  on  the  railways  and  in 
the  poUce  force.    These  men  also  had 
this  advantage — that  they  were  on  the 
spot,  and  were  thus  able  to  obtain  these 
situations  with  greater  ease.    He  would 
not  allude  to  the  question  as  to  whether 
it  was  a  breach  of  &ith  to  ask  the  Bri- 
gade of  Guards  to  serve  abroad.  Tech- 
nically speaking,  he  believed  it  was  not ; 
but  it  was  going  perilously  near  it.  It 
was  true  that  it  would  cost  more  to  have 
rfused  the  Line  battalions,  but  the  cost 
of  mtuntaining  the  battalions  of  the  Bri- 
gade of  Guards  was  very  nearly  £10,000 
a  year  more  than  the  Line  battalions. 
Where  were  the  officers  to  come  from  for 
the  new  battalions?   Were  the  Govem- 
ment  going  to  bring  in  officers  from  other 
corps  and  to  place  them  over  the  heads 
of  officers  already  serving  in  the  Br%ade? 
The  late  Secretary  for  War  had  stated 
that  of  late  the  standard  of  he^ht  had 
-been  higher  than  it  was  before.  But 
within  three  months  the  height  had  been 
reduced  from  5ft.  9in.  to  5ft.  8Jin. ;  and 
he  remembered  the  time  when  the  stan- 
dard had  been  as  low  as  5ft.  6in.  In 
times  of  difficult  recruiting  they  would 
even  have  a  lower  standard  than  that  of 
these  extra  battalions.    The  standard  of 
height,  which  it  was  desirable  to  main- 
tain in  Uie  recruits  for  the  Guards,  would 
thus  be  detmorated.  Ho  feared  that  the 
Government  had  come  to  a  decision  on 
this  matter  without  sufficiently  going 
into  the  question.    Had  they  consulted 
an  officer  commanding  a  battalion  or  a 
regiment  on  these  important  points  1  So 
far  as  he  could  gather  not  an  officer  com- 
manding a  battalion  or  regiment  had 
been  consulted  on  the  subject,  or,  if  con- 
sulted, were  in  favour  of  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  were  unanimously  against  it. 
He  understood  that  Lord  Methuen  had 
been  consulted,  and  that  he  had  reported 
in  &vour  of  the  proposal ;  but  if  that 
was  so,  he  could  not  understand  tiie  con- 
duct of  Lord  Methuen  in  another  place 
in  damning  the  Measure  with  vay  faint 
praise  indeed.    If  ih.&  Government  were 
determined  to  carry  out  their  policy,  he 
CoXond  Lockwood. 


believed  it  would  certainly  deteriorate 
the  quality  of  the  men  forming  the 
Guards.  In  time  it  would  certainly 
weaken,  if  not  ruin,  the  Br^ade.  This 
would  not  be  the  first  time  that  the 
height  of  men  for  the  Guards  had  been 
reduced  owing  to  the  want  of  recruits. 
In  1878  the  Scots  Guards  wanted  460 
men,  and  the  establishment  was  reduced 
from  2,000  to  1,500  men ;  in  1881  they 
were  reduced  by  two  companies,  which 
showed  that  it  was  not  always  easy  for 
the  Brigade  to  procure  men  of  the  size 
and  chest  measurement  necessary  for 
Household  troops.  He  suggested  that 
the  authorities  should  note  three  points 
— (1)  the  battalion  abroad  should  be  of 
the  same  strmgth  as  the  battalion  at 
home ;  (2)  their  serrice  abroad  should 
not  exceed  one  year  or,  at  the  outside, 
18  months ;  and  (3)  no  draft  should  be 
sent  from  the  home  battalion  to  the 
battalion  abroad. 

Lord  ALWYNE  COMPTON  (Beds,  Big- 
gleswade) endorsed  the  remarks  made  by 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  who  had  just 
sat  down.  The  subject  was  one  he  had 
always  advocated  and  preached  the  gospel 
of  on  public  platforms  on  every  possible 
occasion — that  was  to  say,  the  increase 
of  the  Army,  and  the  increased  efficiency 
of  the  Army.  It  was  a  matter  of  deep  re- 
gret that  on  this  the  first  occasion  for 
some  years  when  the  Government  had 
been  able  to  bring  forward  a  measure  of 
this  kind  he  could  not  profess  himself  in 
sympathy  with  them.  He  did  not  speak 
from  the  sentimental,  but  from  the  practi- 
cal point  of  view.  He  was  a  practical 
soldier,  having  been  acting  adjutant  of 
the  Guards  for  some  years,  and  aftei^ 
wards  adjutant  of  his  own  r^ment. 
[CAeers.]  He  cordially  agreed  vdth  the 
Under  Secretary  when  he  said  it  was  not 
the  system  which  had  failed,  but  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  had  been  carried  outv  The 
late  Commander-in-Chief,  in  his  evidence 
before  the  Wantage  Committee,  stated 
that  "every  battalion  at  home  is  ioef- 
ficcnt."  The  Adjutant  General  at  that 
time  said,  "  At  the  present  moment  we 
have  not  a  single  infantry  battalion  effec- 
tive at  home."  And  the  General  Com- 
manding at  Aldershot  and  Lord  Wolseley 
gave  evidence  to  the  same  effect.  The 
latter  added  that  the  "  only  exception  to 
that  state  of  things  was  the  Guards." 
Lord  Wolseley  spoke  with  perfect  truth 
when  he  referred  to  the  great  difficulties 
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the  officers  of  the  Guards  had  to  contend 
with  in  order  to  produce  that  state  of 
things  in  their  ranks.  He  thought  he  was 
right  in  saying  that  when  the  short- 
servicG  system  was  first  introduced  the 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of 
the  Brigade  of  Guards  were  perfectly  ap- 
palled at  the  task  they  had  before  them. 
It  was  only  by'  putting  their  backs  into  it 
that  the  Guards  were  broxight  up  to  the 
same  state  of  efficiency  in  three 
years'  service  as  %hs£j  had  been  under 
long  serrice.  He  would  brush  aside 
tho  question  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Gu(u*ds.  They  had  had  many  in  the  past, 
and  most  of  them  had  departed  one  by 
one  ;  and  every  officer  felt  that  the  rest 
would  go  some  day  or  other.  He  would  ask 
leave  to  brush  aside  the  opinions  of  the 
officers,  as  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  their  convenience  was  not  pMt  of  the 
question.  There  might  be  some  gilded 
youths  who  could  not  endure  a  year  at 
Gibraltar,  and  there  m^ht  be  men  of 
property  whom  it  would  not  suit  to  leave 
the  country.  But  the  Army  would  not 
lose  if  these  men  left  it.  But  the  one 
difficulty  in  the  past  had  been  that  all 
the  officers  of  the  Guards  had  been  volun- 
teering for  active  service  in  all  parts  of 
the  world.  He  hoped,  however,  that  this 
question  of  the  Guards  going  to  Gibraltar 
was  not  looked  upon  in  any  way  in  the 
light  of  a  penalty  or  a  punishment.  But 
it  could  not  be  forgotton  that  only  two 
years  ago,  when  one  of  tho  battalions  of 
Guards  relaxed  their  discipline  somewhat, 
the  authorities,  after  mature  considera- 
tion, inflicted  this  very  punishment  on 
officers  and  men.  With  regard  to  Gib- 
raltar as  a  station,  he  had  served  with  a 
Line  regiment  at  Gibraltar  for  a  year. 
The  duties  there  were  particularly  hard, 
and  tho  fatigues  were  most  irksome.  The 
maDOeuvring  ground  was  so  small  as  to  be 
hardly  worthy  of  tho  name,  and  the 
ranges  were  not  adequate.  From  the  mo- 
ment that  the  soldier  set  foot  on  Gib- 
r^tar  his  education  as  a  soldier  ceased. 
If  three  battalions  of  Guards  were  sent  to 
Gibraltar  it  would  be  for  a  year  or  18 
months;  and  this  was  the  fact  which 
must  be  faced — that  on  the  outbreak  of 
war  the  three  battalions  at  Gibraltar 
would  be  trained  as  soldiers  up  to  18 
months  aJid  no  further,  while  the  three 
battalions  at  home  would  be  just  training 
up  to  18  months.  Supposing  tiie  first  bat- 
te^on.  of  Grenadier  Guards  went  out  this 


year ;  they  would  draw  the  best  men  they 
could  get  for  the  second  battalion.  In 
1898  the  second  battalion  would  go  out. 
and  the  first  would  come  home ;  and  tho 
second  would  then  have,  not  two  batta- 
lions but  only  one  to  draw  upon,  and 
from  that  moment  the  drafts  would  al- 
ways be  on  one  battalion  only.  The 
Line  regiments  had  an  advantage  over 
the  Guards  in  this  respect,  because  they 
each  had  a  militia  regim^t  s^liated  to 
them  on  which  they  could  draw.  It  was 
said  that  tliesc  proposals  were  the  out- 
come  of  Lord  Wantage's  Committee ;  but 
they  were  only  one  of  three  suggestions 
made  by  the  Committee.  The  first  sug- 
gestion was  to  take  in  the  Cameron 
Highlanders  and  raise  five  new  Line 
battalions.  The  next  was  to  treat 
Malta  and  Gibraltar  as  home  stations. 
The  third  suggestion  of  the  Committee 
was  the  one  the  Government  had  now 
broi^ht  forward.  But  the  whole  crux  ' 
of  the  question  as  to  the  adoption  of  that 
si^gestion  was,  as  the  Committee  had 
pointed  out,  the  state  of  the  recruiting. 
It  was  perfectly  true  that  a  few  years 
ago  the  standard  for  the  Guards  had  to 
be  raised  owing  to  the  number  of  recruits. 
But  last  summer,  during  the  so-called 
military  manoeuvres,  the  Grenadiers  were 
100  below  strength,  and  a  recruitir^  party 
had  to  be  sent  to  London  to  recruit, 
especially  among  the  Militia,  and  it  was 
oiJy  by  the  superhuman  efforts  of  the 
recruiting  party  that  the  battalion  was 
brought  up  to  the  required  strength.  At 
the  present  time  the  Coldstreams  and 
the  Scots  Gr^  were  also  below  stretch. 
The  fact  was  that  in  the  years  1894  and 
1895  the  labour  market  was  in  a  bad 
condition,  recruits  were  plentiful,  and  so 
the  standard  had  to  be  raised.  But  with 
the  advent  of  a  Unionist  Government 
came  prosperity,  in  some  trades  at  least 
— Ijaughter] — with  the  result  that  the  "i 
number  of  recruits  fell  off  and  tho  / 
standard  had  to  be  lowered.  Therefore,  I 
considering  the  actiuil  condition  of  the 
Brigade  of  Guards  at  the  present  moment  \ 
— under  strength  and  with  the  standard 
lowered  —  it  was  hardly  an  opportune 
time  to  try  this  new  experiment.  ["  Hear, 
hear ! "]  The  only  real  defence  of  the 
Government's  proposal  which  he  had 
heard  was  the  defence  of  economy.  It 
was  said  that  there  would  be  a  saving 
of  £200,000  a  year.  He  should  like  to 
know  how  these  %ures  were  arrived  at. 
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He  doubted  whether  they  would  stand 
the  test  of  inrestigatiou.  But  would 
anyone  seriously  propose  that  for  the 
sake  of  saving  £200,000  a  year,  they 
should  risk  destroying  the  efficiency  of 
what  Lord  Wolseley  had  truly  described 
aa  the  finest  body  of  men  in  the  world? 

Captain  BAGOT  (Westmorland, 
Kendal)  thought  the  e?cperiment  which 
was  to  be  made  in  respect  to  the  Guards 
was  one  the  result  of  which  appeared  to 
be  extremely  doubtful  If  battalions 
which  had  to  find  men  for  their  linked 
battalions  alnroad  would  be  decimated,  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  what,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman, 
was  the  peculiarity  of  the  Guards  which 
would  place  them  in  a  different  position. 
Certainly  a  Brigade  of  Guards  would 
have  two  battalions  at  home  to  one 
abroad,  and,  therefore,  the  battalions  at 
home  would  be  only  decimated  or 
squeezed  to  half  the  extent  of  other 
battalions.  The  Guards  were  the  only 
real  short-serrice  battalions  we  had ;  they 
represented,  on  a  small  scale,  the  con- 
tinental regiments  which  had  real  short 
service  and  a  large  reserve.  The  present 
peace  establishment  of  a  battaliou  of 
Guards  was  744  men  and  the  war  es- 
tablishment 999.  The  establishment  of 
a  batt-aJion  in  the  Mediterranean  was  921 
rank  and  file,  and  he  presumed  that  under 
the  scheme  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  send  a  battalion  of  Guards  to  the 
Mediterranean  of  the  same  strength  as 
line  battalions  were  there  now.  In  that 
case,  battalions  of  the  Guards  which  were 
ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  would  have 
to  find  208  men  in  place  of  those  left  at 
home.  It  would  also  have  to  find  the 
deficiencies  between  the  present  peace 
establishment — 744 — and  the  920  it 
would  require  to  have  in  order  to  be  on 
the  establishment  of  the  Mediterranean, 
that  was  177.  In  all  385,  or  roughly 
speaking  400,  woiUd  have  to  be  found  by 
the  two  battalions  remaining  at  home. 
That  would  leave  each  of  the  two  bat- 
talions at  home  644  strong,  of  whom  a 
certain  proportion  would  be  recruits. 
The  crux  of  the  question  came  when  the 
first  relief  was  to  go  out  and  the  first 
battalion  on  the  Mediterranean  service 
como  home.  Take  the  three  battalions 
of  the  Grenadiers.  The  first  battalion 
would  go  out  to  the  Mediterranean  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  it  would  come 
home,  and  the  first  relief  would  have  to 

Lord  Ahoyne  Comj^on. 


go  out  When  the  first  battalion  came 
home  it  would  have  a  largo  number  of 
time-expired  men  of  three  years'  service. 
Who  would  find  the  400  men  to  make 

the  second  battalion  fit  to  go  to  the 
Mediterranean!  Clearly  the  first  bat- 
talion which  had  just  come  home  tx)uld 
not  do  so.  The  third  battalion  would 
have  to  find  the  men.  The  third  bat- 
talion would  then  be  left  with  344  men, 
and  he  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  anyone  inter^ted  in  the  Army, 
whether  he  would  like  to  see  such  a 
battalion  of  Guards  doing  doty  at  home. 
He  greatly  feared  that  under  the  scheme 
of  the  Government  the  battalions  of 
Guards  left  at  home,  after  furnishing  the 
reliefs  for  the  battalions  abroad,  would, 
in  a  few  years,  be  reduced  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Line  battalions  as  described  by 
Lord  Wolseley — namely,  that  of  squeezed 
lemons.  He  wished  to  direct  attention  to 
another  consideration.  Hitherto  the 
Guards  had  been  regarded  in  a  certain 
sense  as  show  battalions,  and  had  been 
proudly  displayed  to  the  foreign  vui- 
tor  as  specimens  of  British  infantiy. 
Moreover,  the  Guards  beii^  kept  in  Lon- 
don got  a  knowledge  of  the  streets,  and 
were  brought  frequently  into  contact  with 
large  masses  of  the  people.  They  were 
also  extremely  popular,  and  in  the  case 
of  any  public  disturbance,  which  unfor- 
txmately  sometimes  occunred,  the  Guards, 
composed  as  they  were  of  steady  and 
trained  men,  would  be  much  better  able 
to  deal  prudently  with  an  unruly  street 
mob  than  a  Line  battalion  made  up 
chiefly  of  recruits.  That  was  a  considera- 
tion again  not  altogether  unworthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  authorities.  ["'Hear, 
hear  1  "j  However,  he  thoi^ht  that,  in  the  . 
circumstances,  hon.  Members  would  be 
satisfied  if  the  Gorcmment  would  state 
that  the  proposed  change  w^ould  only  be 
in  the  nature  of  on  experiment,  and  that, 
if  in  the  next  few  years  it  was  found  to 
have  any  disadvantageous  efifect  on  the ' 
efficiency  and  physique  of  the  Guards,  tliat 
experiment  would  be  given  up  and  Uie 
brigade  would  be  allowed  to  revert  to  the 
present  i^stem.  ["  Hear  1 "] 

Debate  adjourned. 

Supplyi^'Committee  upon  lyodnesday* 
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MILITAItY  WOBES  (MONEY)  BILL. 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday. 


PUBUC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reading 
[5th  February]  further  adjourned  till 
Thursday. 


BflUTAIbY  LANDS  ACT  (1892) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  to-morrow. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Committee  deferred  till  Wednesday. 


SUPPLY  [5th  FEBRUARY]. 
Resolutions  reported. 

OTIL  SBRTICBS,  1896-7. 

Egyptian  Oorenunent  (Grant  in  Aid). 

1.  "  That  a  tium,  not  exceeding  £798,802,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  pavment  durii^ 
the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1897. 
for  a  Qrant  in  aid  of  the  Expenditure  incnrred 
in  connection  with  the  Egyptian  Expedition  to 
Dongola." 

ARMY  aUPPLEMENTART. 

Pay,  etc.,  of  Indian  Troope  at  Suakim. 

2.  "  That  a  Sapptementaiy  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £146,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majes^,  to 
dS«y  the  Charge  for  the  repayment  to  the 
GoTemment  of  India  of  the  extra  expensea  in- 
curred in  connection  with  the  employment  of 
Indian  Troops  at  Soakim,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  March  1897.'' 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 


TRUSTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  to-morrow. 


LAW  OF  EVIDENCE  (CRIMINAL  CASES) 
BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  to-morrow. 


UNLAWFUL  POSSESSION  BILL. 

Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Reading 
[29th  January]  fxurther  adjourned  till 
Wednesrlay  10th  Much. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 


(1694) 


Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 


PARLIAMENTARY  FRANCHISE 
(EXTENSION  TO  WOMEN)  BILL. 

Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  (Glasgow, 
St.  Rollox)  moved,  That  the  House  do 
now  go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill 

Objection  being  taken, 

*Mb.  speaker  said  that  as  some 
Members  appeared  to  object  to  his  leav- 
ing the  Chair,  it  was  desimbla  that  he 
should  explain  why  it  was  not  compe- 
petent  for  them  to  do  so.  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  51  compelled  him 
to  leave  the  Chair,  on  the  Order  for  the 
Committee  being  read,  unless  there  was 
a  Notice  of  Instruction  on  the  Paper. 
There  were  two  Notices  of  Instruction  on 
the  Paper,  but  those  being  InBtructiona 
that  were  not  valid,  he  might — in  accord- 
ance with  previous  and,  if  he  might  re- 
spectfully say  so,  correct  ruling  from  the 
Chair — treat  them  as  nullities  and  step 
out  of  the  Chair  at  once.  But  the  more 
usual  and  convenient  course  was  that  he 
should  first  make  a  statement  as  to  the 
reasons  why  they  were  not  valid  Tn- 
structioiis.  Therefore,  he  would  say  that 
tho  Instruction  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Caithness  was  out  of  order,  in  the  first 
place  because  it  was  a  mandatory  injunc- 
tion to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  because  tbe  sub- 
ject-matter of  it  might  be  dealt  with  by 
way  of  Amendment.  The  Instruction  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Torquay, 
was  bad,  so  far  as  it  related  to  women's 
votes,  because  it  might  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  an  Amendment,  and  in  so  far  as 
it  related  to  taking  away  men's  votes  it 
was  bad  as  being  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Bill.  Both  Instructions  were  bad,  and 
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that  beingf  so,  under  the  provisions  of 
Standing  Order  No.  51  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  Chair  forthwith. 

House  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  Grant  Lawson  (York,  N.R.,  Thirsk) 
in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1, — 

Committee  rex>ort  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Wednesday  23rd  June. 


FACTORY  ACTS  (FISHING  TRADE)  BILL. 
Committee  deferred  till  To-morrow. 


FRANCHISE  AND  REMOVAL  OF 
WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES  BILL. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day 23rd  June. 


MOTIONS. 


LOCAL  OOVBBNMBNT  (aLDBBSHOT  AND 
FARNBOROUGIl)  BILL. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to  the 
Constitution  oi  the  District  Coundla  of  Alder- 
shot  and  Famborough,  ordered  to  be  brooght 
in  by  Mr.  Powell-Williams ;  presented  accord- 
ingly, ai^  Bead  the  Fimt  time ;  t»  be  Read  a 
Second  time  upon  Monday,  2n(l  Febmary,  and 
to  be  printed.— [Bill  125.] 


RAILWAY  RBT0BN  TICKETS  BILL. 

Bill  for  enacting  that  aH  Railway  Return 
Tickets  be  available  for  return  journeys  any 
time  during  the  year  of  issue,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Macdona,  Mr.  Bentoul,  Mr. 
Thomas  B.  Curran,  Mr.  Cochrane,  Mr.  Gould- 
ing,  and  Mr.  Pryce-Jones ;  presented,  and 
Read  the  First  time ;  t«  be  Read  a  Second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  2nd  June,  and  to  be 
printed.— [Bill  126.]  ' 


SBA  FISHBEIB3  (sCOTLAND).  ' 

Bill  to  amend  the  Sea  Fisheries  (Scotland) 
Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  iu  by  Mr.  Hal- 
dane,  Mr.  John  Morley,  Mr.  Asquith.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  Tennant,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Crom- 
bie,  Mr.  Hedderwick,  and  Captain  Sinclair; 
presented,  and  Read  the  First  time ;  to  be 
lUad  a  Second  time  upon  Wednesday,  24tb 
March,  and  to  be  printed.— {B'U  127.] 

Mr.  Spfakcr. 


VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS 
(AID  GRANT,  Etc.). 

On  the  Motion  "  That  this  House  do 
now  adjourn/' 

Mb.  LOUGH  said  that  he  Tentured 

to  ask  the  Leader  of  the  House  another 
question  in  reference  to  the  Educa- 
tion BiU.  Many  Members  shared  his 
impression  until  to-night  that  the  inten- 
tion was  not  to  take  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  this  week,  but  the  announce- 
ment that  it  would  be  proceeded  with  on 
Thursday,  and  further  that  notice  would 
be  given  of  a  Resolution  on  the  subject, 
caused  some  uneasiness.  He  supposed  if 
the  Education  Bill  was  to  be  taken  on 
Thursday  the  Military  Works  Bill  would 
not  be  taken  this  wedcl 

Mr.  G.  C.  T.  BARTLEY  (Islinpton, 
N.)  said  he  shared  the  idea  that  the  Edu- 
cation Bill  was  set  down  pro  forma  for 
Thursday  but  would  not  be  taken  until 
Monday.   ["  Hear,  hear  I  "] 

Tub  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY said  so  far  as  he  was  aware  the  only 
statement  on  this  subject  was  that  he 
made  in  answer  to  a  question  frona  the 
late  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Coimcil  on  Education,  when  he  dis- 
tinctiy  said  the  Bill  would  come  on  f« 
Second  Reading  on  Thursday,  and  that 
he  believed  Was  the  general  wish.  ["  Hear, 
hear !  "  and  "  No,  no  1 "]  More  than  once 
he  had  stated  that  as  a  preliminary  to 
the  Second  Reading  he  would  put  do-Kn 
a  Resolution  giving  the  Bill  precedence 
of  the  Notices  of  Motion  when  set  down 
as  first  Order  of  the  Day.  It  was  Terr 
improbable  that  the  other  BiU  mentioned 
would  come  on  this  week. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Nottf, 
Mansfield)  hoped  there  was  no  intentioi. 
to  force  the  Second  Reading  on  Thiiradav 
night. 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY :  Oh,  no. 

House  Adjourned  at  Ten  Idmtr* 
after  TwoItb  o*cdoct 
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ABRAHAM,    Mr.  Wiluam.  Cork 
County,  N.E. 
Evicted  Tenants,  Ireland  FA  8, 1S87,  1538 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  20,  138 

Aceen  to  Hoantams  (ScotUnd)  Bill 
t.  Intro.,  Ut.  J.  Bryce ;  Read  1<>  Jan  22, 299 

AceidmU 

Boat,  Boyal  Navy,  Q.  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles ; 
A.  Mr.  Q.  J.  GoBchen  Jan  28,  665  - 

CoUiaion,  t.a,  Stiw  and  H.M.  Ounboat  Land- 
rail, Q.  Mr.  J.  GUhooly;  A.  Mr.  G.  J. 
Goechen  Jan  28,  677 

Explosion  of  Corditt,  WoolwitH  Arumal,  Q. 
Mr.  W.  Woodall ;  A,  Mr.  Powell- Williams 
Stb  4,  1313.  Q.  Mr.  EgOTton ;  A.  Mr. 
Powdl-WOliams      8, 1546 
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Mill,  SatUy,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridlev  Jan  29, 794.  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  \ 
Sir  R.  Webster  Feb  8,  1562 

Oil  Lamp,  Q.  Oapt^  Donelan ;  A.  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley  Jan  S9,  798 


Aooonntaats  (Scotland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell ;  Read  l*"  Jan  27, 
660 


AcLAND,  Bight  Hon.  A.  H.  Dyke, 

Vdnntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  944, 
947,  948,  949, 952,  953,  956 ;  Feb  2,  1171 
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Advaure  to  the  Egyptian  Oorei-nme»t,  Qa.  Mr. 

J.  Morley  ;  At.  Mr.  Canton  Feb  6,  1430 
Alietu'  Expnkion  Act,  Q.  Sir  E.  Aahmead- 
Bortlett ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  4, 1295 
Arab*  Patka,  Q<i.  Mr.   M.  Davitt,   Sir  W. 

LawBon ;  At.  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  8,  1546 
Bmw  Expedttmi,  Q.  Mr.  M.  Davitt ;  A.  Mr. 

Curzon  Jun  21,  188 
Boer  Government,  Legittatim  againU  Alient, 
Q.  Hir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain  Jan  22,  287 
Britith  Noutk  Afriea 

Committee,  Q».  Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean,  Sir  W. 
lUronirt,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  At.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  26,  SU 
{For  Debate  see  BBmsH  Sovth  Apkica, 
Selkct  CoimiTTEE  on) 
Company,  Q.  Mr.  T.  Bayley  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain  Jan  28,  674 
Cgipo   Colony   (Sir  J.   SivewriyhfJ,  Qt.  Sir 
£.  Ashmead-Barttett,  Mr.  L.  Courtney ; 
At.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  28,  686 
Canfo   Saiiirau,  A'atioe  Labour,  Q.  Sir  C. 

DUke;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jm  29,  781 
^jfptioH  ExpoditioM 

Grant  in  Aid,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfour  ^t^i  2,  1067 
Indian  JS-oopa,  Qt.  Mr.  T.  R.  Buchanan ; 
A*.  Lw4  O.  HamUton,  Mr.  FoweU- 
Willianu  Feb  4, 1801 
Egyptian  Owrtment,  Adtanet  to,  Qi.  Mr. 

J.  Motley ;  A».  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  5,  1430 
SaiMla,  Relief  of,  Qt.  Mr.  Swift  MacNeUl  ■ 
[Mr.  Speaker;]  At.  Mr.  Cunron  FebS,  1557 
Ehatna't  Tetritot-y,  Lienor  Lieeneet,  Q,  Sir 
M.  Stewart;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  1, 
924 

MatabeUland,  Q*.  Mr.  T.  Bayley;  At.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain  Jan  21,  189 
Niger  Delta,  Ligmr  Trajle,  Q.  Mr.  Davitt;  A. 

Mr.  Cunson  Jan  29,  792 
Prempeh  (King),  Qt.  Mr.  M.  Davitt;  At.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain  Jan  28,  678 
I^-eioria,  Rfform  Pritotteri  at,  Qi.  Mr.  J.  M. 

Maclean,  Mr.  J.  Lowther ;  At.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain  Jan  21,  18S.    Qt.  Sir  E. 

Ashmead-Baitlett,  Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean ;  At. 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  4,  1296 
Qiuiratitine,  Qt.  Sir  W.  Wedderbnm,  Sir  B.  W. 

Foflter  ;  At.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  5, 1420 
Beform  Pritonert  at  Pretoria,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  M. 

Maclean,  Mr.  J.  IjowUiw;  At.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain  Jaa  21,  183.    0>.  Sir  £. 

Ashmead-Bartlett ;  At.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 

Fib  4.  1296 
Sieri  a  Leoiie 

ImpmiatioH  nf  Spirits,  Q.  Admiral  Field ; 
A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Feb  8,  1535 

Eaihcay,  Q.  Mr.  C.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain Feb  1,  920 
Slaoery  in  Zanzibar,  Q.  Sir  J.  H.  Kennaway ; 

A.  Mr.  Cureon  Jen  21, 195.   Q.  Mr.  J.  A. 

Feaao ;  A.  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  4,  1297 
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Importation  of.  Sierra  Leone,  Q.  Admiral 
Field ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicka  Beach  Feb  8, 
15S5 

Trade,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain Jmn  26,  493 
jymmaal  Xaid,  Q.  Mr.  Amold-Fonter;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  28,  679 
Zanahar,  Slavery  in,  Q,  Sir  J.  H.  Kennaway ; 

A.  Mr.  Curzon  Jan  21,  195.   Q.  Mr.  J.  A. 

Feaao ;  A.  Mr.  Cunon  Feb  4, 1297 

Agiienltonl  Holdingi  Bill 

0.  Intro.,  Mr.  F.  A.  Channing ;  Read  1"  Jmn  22, 
302 

Agrienltnral  Produce  (Marki)  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  Wii^eld-Diirby;  Bead  lo  Jam  33. 
294 

AOBICUITUBE,  BOARD  OF 

Preaident — Mr.  Waltek  H.  Lokg. 

AgrieuHural 
Expenditure,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  Engledov ; 

A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Jan  29,  798 
Prien,  Ireland,  Qt.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hogfa, 

Mr.  J.  C.  YljuT).;  As.  Mr.  G.  Balfoor 

Feb  2.1035 

Beard  of  Agrieulture  fir  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P. 

Famll ;  A.  Mr.  O,  Balfour  Feb  6, 1418 
Carriage  of  Animah,  Channel  Tn^fie,  Q.  Ifa. 

W.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long  Jan  22,  289 
Dog  Muzzling,  Metropolit,  Q.   Dr.  Farquhar- 

BOn ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long  Feb  1,  920 
Ilorte   Breeding,  Ireland,    Q.    Mr.    P.  A. 

M'Hugh  ;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Jan  25,  3S8 

AKERS-DOUGLAS,  Right  Hon.  A. 
(First  Commiaaioner  of  Wcwks, 
Parka,  and  Public  Boildinga),  Kent^ 
St.  AttguatvM 

DaunVe  Bock  Lightship  Jan  21, 181, 182 

Holyrood  Palace  Jatt  29,  797 

House   of   Commons,   Manbera*  Smoking 

Accommodation  Feb  4,  1303 
Iriah  Lif^le  Board  Jan  21, 190 
Mall,  CondiUon  of  Road  Feb  8, 1541 

AliauBiU 

e.  Intnl.,  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  Read  l**  Jan  32,  304 
Allan,  Mr.  William,  Gateakmd 

Belleville  Boilera  Jan  26,  513 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8, 1618 
Military  Works  BUI,  In  Com.  Jan  2»,  870 
Parliamentary    Franchise    (Extenaion  to 
Women)  Kll,  2B.  Ftb  3, 1198 

Allan,  Sir  Hbnrt  M.  Havblock-  (see 

H&TKLOCK-Al^LAH) 

Allbn,  Mr.  W.,  NetoccutU^nder-Lyme 
Mines  (Eight  Honrs)  Bill,  Intro.  Jtm  22,  294 
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Dr.  R.,  i/ayo,  W. 
Tal  DiatresStWestportUnion/imZl, 

.'estport  Union  Feb  4, 1284 
rmancial  Relations,  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 

land /an  26,  SU 
Light  Bailv»TB,  Inland  Fa  8,  ISiS 
Queen's  Spee^  /an  21»  253 

AMBROSE,  Mb.  W.  (Attorney  G«ieral 
for  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster),  Middle- 
gex,  Harrow 
Colour-bUnd  Testa,  Sulon  F^  l,  907 

America 

ArbitratioM  Treat!/  United  Statet,  Q. 

Mr.  Gibeon  Bowles ;  A.  Ur.  Canon  Feb  2, 

1056 
Cable 

Canada  and  AutfraHa,  Q.  Sir  Q.  Baden- 
I'owell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  /an  28, 
663 

Wett  Indian  OoloHi«$f  Q.  Sir  G.  Baden. 
Powell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jm  28, 
684 

CwMrfwHi  Jfw'f  Seniett  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A, 
Ur.  J.  Chamberlain  Jm  25,  380 

Cm/a  JNm  Packet  Cat,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ; 
^.  Mr.  Comm  Jim  26,  493 


Arbitration  Treaty,  Great  Britain  and 
United  States 
Address  for  Copy  («.}  Feb  3, 1173 
(Fox  QosBtioni  see  Axbuca) 

Arehdeaoonry  of  London  (Additional 
Endowments)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  Alban  Qibbs ;  Read  1"  Jati  22, 
296 


ABKT 

Secretly  of  State— Mazqncn  of  Lunnowin 
tJndev  Seeratary  of  State—Mr.  Bbodkiok 
Finandal  Secretary— Sb.  J.  PowBLt-WilxUMS 

Ataamn  Xmaarree,  AMeithot,  Q.  VLt.  A.  F. 

Jeffreys ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Jen  25,  378 
Barrackt  Act  1890,  Qa.  Mr.  T.  Lough,  Mr. 

Veeey  Knox,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU  ;  Am.  Mr. 

Powell- WiUidms  Fi>b  8, 1542 
San-aeice 

Cavalry,  Subne,  Manehester,  Q,  Mr.  W.  J. 

Galloway  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  2,  1058 
IhMiH  Sogal,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ;  A.  Mr. 

Powell-Tmiiams  Jan  29,  791 
limerick  MHitaiy,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  0*Keeffe ; 

A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Jan  22,  280 
Bielej/  Meeting,  Lee-Metjbrd  Sifiee,  Q.  Mr.  B. 
Wallace  (Perth) ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Jan  26, 
495 

t^itral  Campaigit  Medal,  Q.  Mr.  A.  M.  Brook- 
field  ;  A.  Lord  Q.  Hamilton  FA  2, 1057 

Chilian  Clerk,  Royal  Engineert,  Q.  Mr.  J.  L. 
Carew ;  A,  Sir.  Brodrick  Jan  29,  791 

Cwtraete,  Irelmtd,  Q.  Mr,  P.  A.  M'Hugh;  A. 
Mr.  Fbwell'^lfnUiamB  Jan  29,  788 
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Crimean  Veteran  :  Bretman  (John),  Q.  Mr.  J. 
TuUy;  A.  Mr.  Powell- Williams  Jan  28. 

680 

Egijptian  Expediiion,  Indian  Troopt,  Qs.  Mr. 

T.  R.  Buchanan  ;  At.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Powell- Williama  Feb  4,  1301 
Ftmiakillen  Fimliere,  Enlietment,   Ct.  Mr.  J. 

Hammond ;  A.  Mr.  Powell- Williams  Feb  5, 

1427 

Eelimatet,  Q.  Sir  C.  DUke;  A.  Mr.  A.  3. 

Balfour  Feb  4,  1314 
Exploeion  of  Cordite,  Woolwiek  Anenal,  Q. 

Mr.  W.  WoodaU  ;  A.  Mr.  PoweU- Williams 

Feb  4,  1313.    Q.  Mr.  Egerton;  A.  Mr. 

PoweU- Williams  Feb  8,  1646 
Finner  R\fle  Range,  Donegal,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ; 

A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  2,  1063.    Q.  Mr.  F. 

O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  FowaU-Williams  Feb  8, 

1586 

Forngn  Memt  Supply,  Of,  Captain  Donelan, 
Mr.  W.  Field ;  A:  Mr.  PoweU-Williams 
Jm  21,  182.  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field;  A.  Mr. 
Powell- Williams  Jan  22,  290.  Qt.  Captain 
Donelan ;  A».  Mr.  Powell- Williains  Jan  25, 
406 

Gitarde  (The)  in  the  Mediterranem  (see  that 

Title) 
Eeahh  of  Ti-oopi 
India,  Qt.  Colonel  Lockwood,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Darling,  Major  Rasch;  As.  Loid  G. 
Hamilton  Jan  25,  397 
United  Kingdom,  Q>.  Major  Easch  ;  At.  Ur. 
Brodrick  Jan  29,  781 
Bttlme  Cavalry  Barrache,' Mancheittr,  Q.  Mr. 
W.  J.  Galloway;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  2, 
10S8 

Inaeate  of  Strength  of,  Qe.  Viscount  de  Vssci, 
Lord  Monkswell;  {_Obe.  Lord  Wantage, 
Lord  Methuen];  At.  Marquess  of  Lans- 

downe  Feb  4,  1243 
Indian 

Artillery  and  Engineert,  Cadeli,  Q.  Sir  H.  8. 

King;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  2, 1040 
Troopt 

^/yptian  Expedition,  Qi.  Mr.  T.  B. 
Buchanan ;  At.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  PoweU-Williams  Feb  4,  1301 

Scurry,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Lord  Q. 
Hamilton  Feb  2,  1052 
TrooptAip  Warren  ffaitimgf.  Wreck  of,  Qt. 

Colonel  Lockwood,  Mr.  P.  M.  Thornton ; 

A:  Mr.  Brodrick  Jan  2S,  883.    Q.  Mr. 

Vicaty  Gibbs ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  1, 

905 

7mA  M'ilitvi,  Q,  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Keefle :  A,  Mr. 

PoweU-Williams  Jaa  28,  677 
Jury  Service,  Yeomanry  Officeri,  Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  C. 

Hozier;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Jam  26, 

500 

Zanarkthire  MUitia,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  WihMn  (Fal-  . 

kirk);  At.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  1,  906 
lee-Metford  RiJIet,  Bitletf  Meeting,    Q.  Mr. 

R.  WaUace  (Perth);  A.  Mr.  Brodrick 

Jan  26,  495 

Litneriek  Military  Barrackt,  Q.   Mr.   F.  A. 

O'Keeffe ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Jan  22,  280 
Madras  Infantry  Regimentt,  Q.  Sir  H.  8. 

King ;  A.  Lord  G.  HamUton  Jan  26,  510 
Staff,  Q.  Sir  B.  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr. 

Brodrick  Jan  29,  796.    Q.  Dr.  f^ofaar- 

son ;  ^.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  1,  925 
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Jftiiitrn-triimn  Gtin-iioH,  Srigade  of  Guardi, 

U».  Sir  J.  Fotriisbod,  Sir  C.  Dilke.  Mr.  J. 

MoLeod,  Captain  Donelan  ;  A».  Mr.  Brod- 

riok  JW4,  1277 
jnjitory  Fmtft  ( Mainitfumtf)  (see  that  Title) 
JfiKtefv  Wwka  Bill,  Q».  Mr.  C.  J.  Monlc, 

Mr.  T.  Lough;  Ab,         Bndriek  8, 

IMl 

(For  Debate  see  TiOs  of  BiU) 
Militia 

Iri*h,  Q.  Mr.    F.  A.  O'Keeffie;   A.  Mr. 

PoweU-WiUianu  Jan  28.  677 
Umariwkin,  Qi.  Mr.  J.  Wilaoa  (Falkirk} ; 

At,  Ur.  Btodrick  M  I,  906 
XHIejf  ffotpitaL  Aunmaa^  ft  Sir  J.  &  B. 
Slmecn ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbo^  /»  2, 1054 

OJUnt 

Uniform  of,  Q.  Major  Rafch;  ^.  Hr. 

Brodrick  ^<ri  2,  1053 
TfoiMtiry,  Jury  Setrice,  Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  C. 
Horier;  A.  Mr.  Oraham  Marray  Jan  26, 
fiOO 

Fitzpah-ieh  fjohnl,  Q,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A. 

Mr.  Powell- Williwns  J>*  4,  1280 
Kethi  (John),  Q».  Mr.  J.  Tully.  Mr.  H.  E. 

Kearley ;   T  Mr.  Speaker  \  ]   A$.  Mr. 

PoiKU-Winianu  Jm  28,  680 

JEf/iW  Pan,  Q».  Mr.  A.  O'Connor ;  At.  Mr. 

Powell-Williamii  /ifi  8, 15S4 
MiJbXaHffe,  Fmuer,  Dmegal,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ; 

A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Ffh  2,  106S.    Q.  Mr.  P. 

O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  PoweU-Wniiams  8, 

1536 

JtOffOl 

Banaclt,  Dublin,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field;  A. 

Mr.  Powell-Williaiiu  Jan  29,  701 
Unjfinerrg,  Civilian  CUrk,    Q,  Mr.  J.  L. 

Carew ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Jait  29,  791 

Jtallatting,  Q.  Mr.  Vicary  Qibba ;  Ai  Mr. 

Macartney       1,  904 
InHan,    Wreck  of  JTarm  Sattimga^  Q*. 

Colonel  Lockwood,  Mr.  P.  M.  Thornton ; 

Aa.  Mr.  Brodrick  Jm  25,  883.    Q.  Mr. 

Vicary  Gibba ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  \, 

905 

Woolwich  Arsenal,  Exploiioii  of  Cordite,  Q.  Mr. 

W.  Woodall ;  A.  Mr.  PoweU- Williains  Feb  4, 

1313.    Q.  Mr.  E^erton;  A.  Mr.  Powell- 

Willianw  Feb  8,  1546 
IVomani'y  ffficen.  Jury  fierriee,  Q.  Mr.  J,  H.  C. 

Hozier;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Jan  26, 

500 


ASICT  ESTIKATSS.  1897-98 

£145,000  f&r  Pay^  etc.,  of  Indian 
Troopa  at  I'iuakim  (JSupplemen- 
Uny) 

In  Com.,  Mr.  T.  Lough,  1621 ;  Mr.  T.  K. 
Buchanan,  1521 ;  Mr.  Powell-Williams, 
1521 ;  Mr.  H.  Uboachere,  1522  ;  Mr.  J. 
DiUon,  1523 ;  Sir  M.  Hicki  Beach,  1623. 
Vote  Agreed  to,  1S24  Feb  5.  Report 
Feb  8. 1637 


AB^y  i:STLVATES—cont. 


£2SS,S00/or  Volunteer  Corps  Capita- 
tion  Grant  ( Supplementary ) 

In  Com.,  BIr.  Vceey  Knox,  {Amenit.)  843, 
844,  847;  [Chairman,  843,  845;]  Bir  H. 
Vincent,  844,  845  ;  Mr.  T.  Lough.  845 ; 
Mr.  QibBon  Bowles,  845  ;  Mr.  Brodrick. 
846  ;  &Ir.  J.  G.  Weir,  847 ;  (i>i<^'<Mt.  848). 
Vote  Agreed  to,  848  Jan  29.  Report 
Feb  1,  1019 


Army,  Increase  in 

Vieooont  de  Veaci  [.V«<t(v  of  (^tettion)  Jan  28, 
661 

(For  QneBtions  see  Armt) 


Arnold-Forsteb,  Mr.  H.  0.,  Belfaet,  W. 

Erasmus  Smith  Schools,  Ireland  Feb  4,  1.^ 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8,  1615 
Hupply :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Qoveniment 

lib  6,  1484 
Transvaal  Raid  Jam  28,  679 


AscROPT,  Mr.  R.,  Oldham 
Preferential    Payments    Bankroptcy  Aft 
(1888)  Amendment  (Ko.  2)  BUI,  Tntm. 
Jan  22,  300 


Ashhbad-Bartlbtt,  Sir  Ellis,  Sheffidd, 

Eccletall 

Aliens'  Expulsion  Act  Feb  4,  1295 

Boer  Government,  Legislation  against  Aliens 

JoH  32,  287 
British  SoaOi  Africa  Committee  Jmt  29,  814 

Cape  Colony  (Sir  J.  Sivowright)  Jem  28,  686 
Crete  Feb  4,  1299  ;  Feb  8,  1560,  1561 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  83  ;  Ja»  26,  579,  5S4, 
586,  590 

Reform  Prisonenat  Pretoria  Feb  4,  1296 
Rossia  in  North  East  Asia  Feb  2,  1083 
Snpply :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Govenunent 
5,  1461,  1462,  1463,  1479 


AflQDiTH,  Right  Hon.  H.  H.,  Fife,  S. 

Qaeen*B  Speech  Jm  25,  425.  428 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  2,  1151. 
1152;  /ri4,  1315, 1319 


Auifltant  CouLty  Somyon  (Xreland) 

3BiU 

e,  Intro.,  Sir  T.  Lea ;  Read  !«  Jan  22,  302 


ATRBRLST-Joms,  Mr.  Llewsllyn  a., 
Dwham,  If,W, 

Judioatnie  Acts  Jan  26,  489 

Parliamentary    Fyanehiie    (Eztetimon  to 

Womaii}BiU,2aA«3, 1179,  1183.  1184. 

1186 
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ATKINSON.  Bight  Hon.  JOHN 
(Attorney  General  for  Ireland), 

Londonderr^y  M. 

Agricaltnral     Diatrow,    Weetport  Union 

Jan  21,  175 
Codification     Lam  Ia»  21, 106 
Cmwlidation  of  Irish  Acts  Jan  22,  391 
Cork  Winter  Assizes  Jan  25,  402 
Distress 

West  Donegal  Ja»  22,  282 

Weetport  Union  (Agricultural)  Jan  21,  175 
Eraamos  Smith  Schools  Jan  22,  276 
Kvicted  Tenant^  Ireland  Jwt  21,  179,  180; 

Jan  22,  276 
Govemment  Valnatitm,  Clare  Jm  22, 277 
Iriah 

Canals  Jan  22,  290 

Lights  Board  Jan  22,  290 
Judicial  Bents,  Ireland  Jaii  21,  180 
Lane-Foi  Estate,  Leitrim  Feb  6,  1423 
Loan  Fond  Board  Jan  21,  192 ;  Jan  22,  269 
Local    Oovemment    (Ireland)  Provisional 

Orders  (No.  1)  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  20,  121 
Londonderrr  Corporation  Htock  Feb  4,  1306, 

1306;  FebS,  1549 
Fort  Charges,  Dnblin  Jan  22,  280 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  21,  216,  216,  217,  2i5 
Railway  Rates,  Ireland  Jtin  21,  190 
School  Attendance,  Ireland  Jtiit  22,  289 
Knnunary  Jurisdiction  (Married  Women}  Act 

Jan  22,  291 


Austin,  Mr.  M.,  Limerick,  W. 
Distress,  Listovel  Union  Feb  8,  1641 


Awtralasta 

Aitrtralian  and  Indian  Math,  Qt.  iSi,  Henniker 

Heaton  ;       Mr,  Hanbury  Jm  25, 404 
Cable,  Canada  anil  Atuiratatia,  Q.  Sir  G.  Baden- 

PowcU :  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  28, 663 
Federal  Coneetitioii,  Atiitralian  Coltniie«,  Q,  Mr. 

J.  F.   Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 

Jan  22,  271 

Fi/i,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach  Frb  8,  1556 

Agreementi  with  Francf,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ; 

A.  Mr.  Curson  Jan  21,  187 
Sale  of  Fire-artM  and  Spirits,  Q,  Mr.  J.  F. 
Hogan;  A.  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  8,  1647 
ypr/olk  Itland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain  Jan  21,  187 
We»Um  AmtnUia,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  H<%an ;  A. 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  2, 1066 


Badbn-Fowell,  Sir  U^eobgb  S.,  Liverpool, 
Kirkdale 
Cables 

Cuiada  and  Australasia  Jan  28,  663 
West  Indian  Colonies  Jan  28,  684 
Qaaen's  Reign  Jan  29,  800 


*Bagot,  Captain  J.  F.,  Westmorland, 
Kendtd 

Guards  (The)  In  the  Meditenanean  Feb  8, 

1635 


[Bia 

Baird,  Mr.  J.  G.  A.,  Glasgowy  CmUreU 
Illegal  Sapply  of  Seameo,  Glasgow  Feb  4, 
1288 

Balcarbbs,  Lord,  Lancaehire,  ilT.,  ChorUy 
National  Fortnit  Gallery,  Folioe  Protection 
JoH  29,  783 


BALFOUR,  Bight  Hon.  AETHUR  J. 
(First  Lord  of  t^e  Treasury),  Hem- 

Chester',  E. 

Agricnltaral  Bating  Bill  Jan  21,  176 
Army  Estimatee  Feb  4,  1314 
British  South  Africa  Committee  Jm  26,  515 
Business  of  the  House 
General  Jan  19,  41 ;  Jan  20,  122 ;  Jw  20, 
699,  600;  Jan  28,  780;  /m  29,  800; 
Feb  8,  1564 
Government  Bills  Jan  19,  41 
Reports  of  Money  Committees  {Motioi') 

Jan  29,  848 
Sapply 
Indx  Bstimates  F(A  4,  1311 
Motion  Jan  29,  828,  830,  888 
Order  of  Last  Session  Jau  21,  200 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  2, 1068, 

1069,  1072,  1075 
Wednesday  Sittings  J(in  22,  293 
Cathedral  Maintenance  Jan  21,  198 
Catholio  Univenitr,  Ireland  Feb  1,  925 
Currmt  Bate  of  Wages,  Woolwich  District 

Jfin  25,  408 
Education 

Bill  (Poor  School  Board  Districts)  Jan  22, 

291  292 
Grant,  Scotland  Feb  2, 1067 

E^tian  Expedition  Feb  2,  1067 

Epm-opal  Elections  Feb  4,  1313 

Financid  Relations,  Great  Britain  «id  Ire- 
land Jan  21,  199,  200;  Jan  22,  293; 
Jan  26,  614  ;  Jan  29,  799 ;  /V*  2,  1067 

Hours  of  Polling,  Metropolis  Feb  4,  1312 

Hoose  of  Commons  (Sale  of  Intoxicants)  Feb  5, 
1434 

Indian  Famine  and  Plague  Jan  21, 178 
Intemational  Monetaiy  Conference  Jan  26, 
409 

Licensing  TjKWS  Commission  Jan  25, 409 
Military  Forres  (Maintenance)  F^  8,  1615 
Necessitou.-!  lliwrd  Schools,  Scotland  F«b  5, 
1435 

Penrb>'n'B  (Lord)  Quarries  Jan  28,  729 
Queen's 
Reign 

Gifts  of  Real  Property  Feb  5,  143S 
Treason-felony  PriKmers  Jm  28,  691 ; 
Feb  5,  1485 
Speech  Jm,  19,  71,  76,  77,  78,  80;  Jan  20, 
161 ;  J<m  22,  319,  320,  330,  362,  370 ; 
Jan  25, 454,  457  ;  Jan  26,  503 

Bounty  Fund :  George  Brooks      8, 1562, 
1563 

Patriotic  Fund  Feb  2, 1066 

Reeidenoe  in  Ireland  F^  ^,  1311 
Secret  Service  Fond  Jan  22,  292 
Shipping  Maritime  Property  (Compensation 

for  Injury)       1,  926 
Supply :  £798,802  for  Egypttu  Gorenimeut 

Feb  5,  1466, 1516 
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BALPorR,  Right  Hon.  AfiTHrR  J.—miit. 

Torkirii  Loan  Jan  29,  799 

UniTersUy  Education  of  Eonuw  Catholics 
Jan  26,  690 

Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Jan  22,  376 ; 
Feh  1,  926,  937,  988,  947,  948,  949, 956,  967, 
1002,  1027,  1028:  2, 1099,  1100,  1101, 
1106,  1150,  1152,  1153,  1161,  1171;  FtH, 
'313,  1324,  1337,  1347,  137^  1380,  1394, 
1415;  fei%,  1640 


BALFOUR,  RioHT  Hon.  GERALD  W. 
(Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland),  Leeds, 
Central 

AgriruUuTHl 

Kxpenditute,  Irclimd  Jan  29,  "98 

I>ricee,  Ireland  Ftb  2,  1035,  1036 
Af^cnltnrHl   Land    Rating  (Ireluid)  BUI 

Jail  28,  687 
Amalfpunation  of  Poor  Lav  TTnionB,  Ireland 

Feb  5,  1426 
Itetfaat 

Board  of  Uoardians  Jau  2-),  391 

Muagravo  Street  Ptdice  Barracks  Feb  4, 
1307 
Board  of  ' 

Agriculture,  Ireland  Feb  5,  1418 

(Inardians 

BelfflRt  Jan  25,  3D1 
Newry  Jan  28,  670  ;  Jan  29,  788 
Bog  Slide,  Kerry  Jan  28,  669 
C'Hstlopollard  Petty  Sessions  Feb  5,  1424 
CMtle,  Trannt  of,  by  Hea  Jm  26,  509 
Charge  of  Tiarcoiy,  Cork  Feb  6,  1427 
Civil  Service  Retirement  Jmi  26,  386 
Congested  Districts  Board,  Ireland  Jan  25, 

388 
Connemara 

Distress  Jan  25,  385 

Evictions  Feb  2,  1037 
Cork 

Charge  of  I^arceny  Frb  5,  142" 

Illegal  Trawling  Feb  8,  1559 

Queen's  College  Feb  4. 1306 

Kailways  (Mid)       28,  683 
Deportation  of  Paupers  to  Ireland  Feb  2, 

1052 
Distrem 

Belmullot  Union  Jan  25,  404 ;  Jan  28, 

681 

Connemara  Jnn  25,  385 
Donegal  (Weet)  Jtin  26,  504 
liistowel  I'nion  Fi-h  8,  1541 
AVeetport  Union  Ftb  4,  1284 

Diviidonal  Police   Cranmissiouors  (Ireland) 

Frbi,  1281 
Dog  T.it-encea  Feb  1,  909 
Donegnl 

Distress  (Wi-st)  Jan  26,  504 

Petty  Sessions  Feb  4,  1285 

Itoilway  Extensumo  Frb  4,  1309 
Drawing,  Irish  Schools  Jan  'i6,  382 
Dublin 

Uraogegorman  Prison  Ja»  25,  388 
Land  Commissiun  Office  Feb  4,  1291 
Police  Reserve  Force  Frb  2,  1041 
Dublin  IVrl  and  Ducks  Bill  Jm  29,  794 

-  -  \emt. 


Balfoub,  Right  Hon.  Gerald  "Vf  —  eoHt. 
Educational  Endowments  (Ireland)  Act  (1885) 

Amotdment  BilU  2R.  Ja»  29,  875 
Eraanns  Smith  Schoob  Jttn  28,  674 ;  i»  4, 
1302 

Evicted  Tenants,  Ireland  F<A  8, 1538 
EvictionB 

Connemara      2, 103T 

Leitrim  Coonty  Feb  5, 1419 
Fair  Bent 

Agreements,  Ireland  Feb  a,  1425 

Applications,  Monaghan  Jan  25,  384,  385 
Fee  Farm  Tenants,  T^ngford  Jan  25,  391 
Financial    Relations,    Great    Britain  and 

Ireland  Feb  8,  1546 
Government  Bills  Jan  19,  42 
(hangegomian  Prison,  Dublin  Jan  2a,  .383 
Horse  Breeding,  Ireland  Jm  25,  388 
Illegal  Trawling 

Cork  Feb  8,  1559 

Irish  Coast  Feb  1,  913,  914 ;  Frb  2,  1057 
Tntermediatfl   Education   Exams.,  Ireland 

Feb  4,  1290 
Irish 

Public  Boards  Audit  Jun  25,  389 
Resident  Ua^stracy  Feb  4, 1307 
Irish-speaking  Witnesses  Jan  25,  403 

Kerry 

Bog  Slide  Jan  28,  6S9 

Waiden  Estate  Feb  1,  916 
Laboorers 

Acts,  Longford  Feb  5,  1427 

Allotments,  Ireland  Frb  8.  1554,  1555 

Cottages,  Ireland  Jm  25,  381 
Land 

Commission 

Ireland  Frb  \,  92! 
Leitiim  Jan  28,  673 
Office,  DubUn  Feb  4,  1291 

Purchaae,  Longford  Jan  25,  390 

Sub-Commiseionera,  -Irdand  Jtm  25,  S99 
Leitrim 

Eviction  Feb  5,  1419 

Land  Commission  Jan  28,  673 

Road  Contracts  Feb  5,  1422 
Ucensed  Pawnbrokers,  Ireland  Jtrn  28,  669 
Li^t  Railways,  Ireland  Feb  8, 1545 
I^ooal  Oovenunent,  Ireland  Feb  I,  022 
Longford 

Fee  Farm  TenanU  Jan  25,  391 

Labourers  Acts  Frb  5,  1427 

Land  Purchase  Jau  25,  890 
Magistrates,  Ireland 

Resident  Feb  4,  1307 

Stipendiary'  Jan  28,  675 
Monaghan 

Eair  Bent  Applications  J«m  25.  384, 

NewblisB  Court-house  Feb  4,  1288 

Sanitary  Accommodation,  CUmes  Fei 
1425 

Tenants'  Holdings  Ftb  2,  1052 
Mountioy  Prison,  Health  of  Prisons  Feb 
909 

Itlnltingar  TTnion,  Medicine  Contract  Jm  ! 
503 

i     Municipal  Franchise,  Ireland  *f(m  26,  499 
i     Mnsgrave  Street  Police  Banacka,  Bdia 

I        Feb  4,  1307 
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BALFont,  Sight  Hon.  Obkald  "W^—euU. 

Kstional 

Board  of  Education  Jaa  25,  392 
Schools,  Ireland  Feb  2,  lOfiO,  lOdl :  Feb  i, 
1300 

NewUiss  Coort-liouBe,  Monaghan  Feb  i,  129S 
Newzy  Board  of  Gaardiaiu  Jam  28,  670 ; 

/m  29,  788 
Fatty  Beeaioiu 

Castlepollani  JV»  5. 1424 

Donegal  Feb  4,  1285 
Police  Eeeerve  Force,  Dublin  Ffb  2,  1041 
PoUen  Fishery,  Lough  Kesgh  F«i  1,  912,  913 
Poor  Relief,  Ireland  /on  28,  685 
FriscmB,  Ireland 

Grangegorman,  Dablin  Jan  25,  383 

Monntjoy,  Health  of  Prisoner  Feb  1,  909 

Service  Feb  1, 921 
Private  Bill  Legialation  Feb  4, 1290 
Porchaae  of  H^wlingB,  InUmd  FA  1,  906 
Qoeen'a 

College,  Cork  Feb  4, 1306 

Speech  JoH  26,  571 
Sulwnya 

Extension 

Don^  Feb  4,  1309 
Ireland  Feb  5,  1430 

Ireland  Jan  29,  784,  78  } 

Alid-Cork  Jati  28,  683 

Rates,  Ireland  Feb  2,  1045 
Road  Contracts,  Leitrim  Feb  5,  1422 
Royal  Irish  Coostabulary  Jan  25, 400 ;  Jan  26, 

611  ;  Jan  28,  671,  672 ;  Feb  4,  1286,  1287 
Sanitaiy  Accommodation,  Clones,  M<mBghan 

Feb  6, 1425 
Schools 

Accommodation,   Letter-Qonnell   Feb  5, 
1426 

Erasmus  Smith  Jaii  28,  674  ;  Feb  4,  1302 
Irish 

Drawing  in  Jan  25,  382 
Worknustnasea      8, 1556 
National,  Ireland  Feb  2,  1050,  1051 ;  Feb  4, 
2300 

Teachen*  Pendons,  Ireland  FA  2, 1050 
Seed  Rate,  Ir^and  Feb  5, 1428 
Htatatory  Term  ApplicationB,  Ireland  Jm  29, 

793- 

Stipendiary  jklngietrateB,  Ireland  Jan  28, 675 
Street  Preaching  in  Sligo  Jan  26,  498,  499 
Technical  Education,  Ireland  Feb  I,  910 
Tenants,  Ireland 

A|n)Ucation  for  Be<instatement,  Carlow 
Jm  28,  676 

Evicted  Feb9,  1538 

Fee  Farm,  Longford  Jan  25,  391 

Holdings,  Monaghan  Feb  2,  1052 

Tovn  Jan  26,  510 
Town  Tenants,  Ireland  Jan  26,  510 
Transit  of  Cattle  by  Sea  Jan  26,  509 
Undeniheriffs,  Ireland  Jan  29,  791 
Warden  Estate,  Kerry  Feb  1,  916 
Watflvford  Bacon  Trade  Dispate  Jan  26,  505 
Worianistresna,  Irish  SchofOS  Feb  8, 1556 

Banburt,  Mr.  Frederick 'O.,  Camber- 
todlf  Peekham 
Queen's  Speech  Jati  26,  579 


Baktlsy,  Mr.  (i.  C.  T.,  I$lijigton,  N. 
Business  of  the  House :  Supply  Jau  29,  834 
Income  Tax  on  Unpaid  Dinuenda  Feb  8, 1560, 
1551 

Married  Persons  Small  Industrial  Incomes 
(Tax  Relief)  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  I,  1027 

Occupying  Tenants'  Enfranchisement  (Pur- 
chase of  Fee  Simple)  Bill,  Intro.  J^ei  1, 1027 

Old  Age  Provident  Pensions  Bill,  Intro. 
Jttii  26,  516 

Outdoor  Provident  Relief  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  26, 
516 

Poor  Law  Schools  Feb  1,  904 
Votonta^  Schools  (Aid  Urant)  Aft  1,  937, 
984 ;  Feb  4, 1391 ;  Fib  8, 1640 


Bath,  Marquess  of 
Queen's  Speech  /on  19,  6 


Baylky,  Mr.  TuoMAB,  DerhytJiiret  CKe»- 

British  South  Africa  Company  Jan  28,  674 

Matabeleland  Jan  21,  189,  190 

Qaeen's  Speech  Jan  19,  118 

Sale  of  Intozicants,  Houses  of  Parliament 

Jan  21,  198 
Smallpox  Epidemic,  tiloucestcr  Feb  4,  1291, 

1292 

Vaccination,  Royal  ConunisiBcm  and  B^ort 
JoH  26,  493 


BEACH,  RightHon.  Sir  M.  E.HICKS, 
Bart.  (Chancellor  the  Exchequer), 
j5rwK  W. 

Army  Estimates :  £145,000  for  Pay  of  Indinn 
TroopH  st  Suakim  (Supplemcntarv)  Fi^  5, 
1523 

Codification  of  Laws  Jan  21, 194 
Collection  of  Licences  f«5  4, 1286 
Elections,  Interference  of  Fters  in  Jan  19,  38 
Fiji  Feb  8,  1657 

Importation  of  Spirits,  Sierra  Leone  Feb  8, 

1536 

Income  Tax  on  Unpaid  Dividrads  Feft  8, 

1550,  \55\ 
Indinn  Famine  and  Plague  Jm  21,  177 
].and  Tiix  Jiin  29,  786 
Loan  Ftind  (Ireland)  Acts  Jan  22,  270 
Militar>'  Works  Bill  Feb  1,  1023 
Port  l^rrcantions  against  Disease  Jan  26,  506 
Probate  Duty  Urant^  Ireland  Jtm  21,  194 
Queen's  htpeech  Jan  19,  54 
St.  Hekna  Feb  8,  1537 
School 

Fee  Giant  Scotland  Jm  25,  398 
Teachers*  Penuons  (Ireland)  Jan  22,  278 
Settled  IWerty,  Estate  I>uty  Feb  8,  1.548 
Solicitors'  Licence  Duty,  Ireland  Jan  26,  495 
Special  Commissioner  of  Assize  (Peisonsl 

Explanation)  /an  21,  200 
Supply  :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Government 
Feb  5,  1439,  1445,  1447,  1452,  1466,  1467, 
1468,  1478,  1479,  1482,  1505,  1506,  1512, 
1518 

Taxation,  Ireland  Jan  25,  870 
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Beach,  Riglit  Hon.  &x  M.  RtcKit— tout. 

Voluntary  Kchoolii 
Aid  Qnuit  ffb  1,  9^2  ;  Feb  2,  1129 
Equivalent  Urants 

Ireland  Feb  4,  131),  1312 

Scotliind  Fa  2,  1064.  1055 ;  F0b  4,  1312 
tinnt  (1897)  Feb  4, 1S08 

B£GG,  Mr.  F.  Faithfull,  Glcugowt  St. 
Jiollox 

PiirliaineQtarv  I'VaacluHo  (Extenuon  to 
Women)  Bill,  Intro. 22,  294;  2R.  Febi, 
1173,  117B,  1202,  1204, 1231 ;  Feb  8,  1638 

Baneficm  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  A.  Willox  ;  Itoad  1°  /««  22, 20.*. 

Benefloec  (Ho.  3)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Colonel  Knndys ;  Keud  1»  Jan  22,  303 

Berriew  Behool  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Sir  J.  Gotst ;  Kead  I'  Feb  1,  926 

Betubll,  CBptain  G.  H.,  Yorkakire^  E.Ji., 
IfoUerness 
Httvply :  £708,802  for  Egyptian  tiovcnunent 
Feb  li,  1512, 1514 

BuowNAGOREB,  Mr.  M.  M.,  Jkthtial 
Green,  Sf.E, 
Queen's  Hpeech  /m  26,  A27,  628,  631,  649, 
650 

Bill,  Mr.  Charles,  fitajbrdahire,  Leek 
Sierra  Leone  liailway  Frb  1,  020 

BiRRKLL,  Mr.  Augustine,  Fi/e^  W. 
Voluntary  Schoolii  (Aid  Qnai^  Feb  2,  1143, 
1144 

Blakb,  Mr.  E.,  Lmujford,  S. 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  77,  80 

Blundbll,  Colonel  U.  B.  H.,  Lancmhire, 
i>'.W.,l7ice 
Fenrhyn's  (Tx«d)  Quarries  Jan  28,  747 

Board  of  Ouardiani  and  labonren 
(Ireland)  BUI 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  O.  Mumaghan ;  Read  l"  Jan  22, 

298 

Boiler  Inspection  and  BegtBfaration  Bill 

r.  InUo.,  Sir  E.  T.  Uourloy;  Bead  1°  Jan  22, 

295 


EX}  [Bro 

BoTCLEs,  Mr.  T.  Gibson,  Lynn  Segia 
Admiralty  Cbaita  /am  26,  491 
Appointment  of  Kew  Commercial  Attadua 

Jnn  25,  378 
Arbitration  Treaty  with  the  United  Statu 

Feb  2,  1066 
Army  EstimatoB :  £255,300  tar  Volanteflr 

Corpa  Capitation  Grant,  etc.  (Sn^ilemai- 

tary)  Jan  29,  845 
Boat  Accidents,  Royal  Navy  Jum  28,  66d 
Bulgarian  Tribute  and  Turkish  Debt  Jn  21, 

184,  185 

Colliaioos  at  Sea,  New  Regulations  Ja-  29, 
796 

Consular  Court  at  Constantinople  Jan  26, 501 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendmnt 

Bill,  211.  y««  27,  628 
Na\-al  Examining  Boards  Jan  26,  500 
Notice  of  Motion  Jan  27,  601 
Ottonum  Public  Debt  Jan  26,  490 
Penrhyn's  (Lord)  Qaarries  Feb  2,  1063 
Uneon  s  Speech  Jatt  19, 104;  Jan  26.  595,fi96 
Bams  of  Wanhipa  Jmn  26,  401 
Supply  :  Point  of  Order  Feb  6, 1437 
Turkish  Reforms  Jan  21,  186,  187 

Bkigc,  Mr.  John,  Yorka,  Keufhley 
Parliamentarj-  Registration  Amendment  Bill. 

Intro.  Jan  22,  207 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  26,  558 
Rexistration  of  Parliamentary  Voters  Kill, 
Intro.  Feb  5, 1436 

Britiah  South   A/riea  Companjf  (s» 
Africa) 

Britiah  South  A /rica  ( Select  Commiitee  on ) 
Appointment  of :  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  (Hofiim) 

171,  172;  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  172 ;  Mr.  J.  M. 

Maclean,  172  ;  [Mr.  Speaker,  172  ;]  (3(otiM 

Postponed,  172)    Jan  20 

Delmte  Resumed :  Mr.   J.  Chamberlain, 

[Motion)  762 ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Klaclean,  {AntatA.) 

762  ;  Sir  J.  Lubbock,  776   Jan  28 

Debate  Resumed  :  Mr.  J.  Chamberiun,  802 ; 

Sir  W.  Harcourt,  808 ;  Sir  E.  Asbmead- 

Bartlett,  814  ;  Dr.  G.  B.  Clark,  817 ;  Sir  U. 

Howorth,  $20 ;  Mr.  L.  Courtney,  822  ;  Mr. 

J.  M.  Macleop,  822 ;  {Amendt'.  tritMrairn, 

823.   Motion  Agreed  to,  823   Jan  29 
Debate  on  Nomination :  Mr.  J.  !<.  Carow,  823 ; 

rMr.  Speaker,  823 :}  Dr.  Tanner,  823 ;  Mr. 

P.  O'Bnen,  {Amendt.)  82S ;  Ookmel  Sannder* 

son,  823 ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  824  ;  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain,  825,  827  ;  Sir  J.  Lubbock, 

826;   {Amrnilt.    ur^atired,    826);   Sir  W. 

lAWBon,  826:  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  826:  Mr. 

Seton-Karr,  827,  828  Jm'29 
Special  Report  from  Select  Com.  Iiroiight  up 

and  Read  Feb  5, 1417 
(For  Qnestions  see  Aviuca) 


Borough  Fnnd^  Bill  ,  Beoadhurst,  Mr.  Henry,  Leieester 

e.  Intro..  Snr  A.  K.  RoUit ;  Read  1=  Jan  22,  298  ,  j,^^  ^  '45,0  House :  Volnnt«y  Scboob 

„     .    „   „                         I  (Aid  (Inuit)  ^'rf  2, 1078 

BOBCAWEN,  Mr.  A.  S.  T.  GiuffiTH- (see  j  Penrhyn's  (Lonl)  Quarries /m  28,  705, 707 
GRIFFITH-BoscAW  KN  ) 


BouLNOis,  Mr.  R,  Marytdfoae,  E. 
Birth  Certiecat«8  Jan  28,  668 


Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  86 
Truck  Acta  Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  F«i  3, 
1240 

Vidnntary  Schools  (Aid  Gnntj  Fth  4,  1362, 
1363 
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BRODRICK,  RiOHT  Hon.  WILLIAM 
St.  JOHN  F.  (Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War),  Surrey,  Guildford 

Aldenhot  Antonm  ManceuvreB  Jan  25,  378 

Anny 

Medical  Staff  Jit/t  29,  796 :  Jl^  I,  925 

Officers*  Uniform  Fa  2,  lOM 
Army  EstimateB:  £2dS,S00  for  Vdunteer 

Corps,  Capitation  Qranti  etc  (Snpplemen- 

tary  Jan  29,  846 
Barrscka 

Limerick  Military  Jan  22,  280 

Holme  Cavalry,  Manchester  Ftb  2,  1058 
Finner  lUfle  Bai^  Donc^  Feb  2,  1064 
Gowmment  KUb  Jan  19,  41 
Health  of  Tnx^  United  Eingdinn  Jan  29, 

782 

Indian  Artillery  and  Engineers,  Cadets  FA  2, 
1041 

Lancashire  Militia  Feb  1,  907 
Lee-Metford  Rifles  Jmt  26,  496 
Mediterranean  Garrison,  ^igade  of  Qouds 

Feb  4,  1277,  1278 
Military  Fcffces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8,  1560, 

1582,  1586,  1587,  1589,  1605 
Military  Lands  Act  (1892)  Amendment  Bill, 

Intro.  Feb  1,  926 
Military  Works  Bill  Jau  29,  848,  867,  872 ; 

Feb  1,  1020,  1022  ;  Feb  8.  1511,  1542 
Itoyal  EnginewB,  Civilian  Clerk  Jtm  29,  791 
Wreck  of  Indian  Troopship  Wtarrn  Mattings 

Jmn  25,  884 ;  Feb  1,  905 

Brookfibld,  Mr.  A.  M.,  Sussex,  JRye 
ClUtntl  Campaign  Modal  Feb  2,  1037 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8, 1598 

Brunnbr,  Sir  John  T.,  Bart.,  Cheahirey 
Iforthwick 
Queen's  Reign,  Gifts  of  Beal  Property  Feb  6, 
1435 

Bbvck,  Bight  Hon.  Jambs,  Aberdeen^  S. 
Access  to  ^lountains  (Scotland)  Bill,  ^tro. 

Jan  22,  299 
Equivalent  Grant,  Scotland  Feb  2,  1065 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

BiU,  2R.  Jan  27,  608,  609,  618 
Alissing  Steamer  State  of  Georgia,  Jau  28,  689 
Uueen^  tfpeech  Jait  19,  98 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R.,  Abei-deen,  E. 
Army  Estimates  :  £145,000  for  Pay  of  Indian 
Troops  at  Huakim  (iSupplementary)  Feb  5, 
1521 

Egj-ptian  Expedition,  Indian  Troops  F0b  4, 
1301 

Factory  Acts  (Fishing  Trade)  BiU,  2R.  Jan  27, 

659 

I'ublic  Health  (.Scothmd)  Bill,  2a  Feb  5, 1525 
Qoeen's  Hpeech  Jan  19, 110 
Su^iy       21,  200 

Boilding  Feus  andLeases  (Scotland)  BiU 
c  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  Colrille ;  Read  1"  FA  1, 1027 

BvriaUBiU 

t.  Intro.,  Mr.  It.  Cameron ;  Read  1°  Jan  22,  294 


Burns,  Mr.  Jobn,  Battersea 
Penrhyn's  (Lord)  QnarrieB  Jan  28,  783,  739 
Qneen^s  Speech  Jan  25,  474 

BuBT,  Mr.  Thomas,  Morpeth 
BmployOTB'  laaMIi^  for  Injuries  to  Workmen 
BUI,  Intro.  Jan  22,  301 

Business  of  the  Home  (see  Parliament  : 
Lords;  Gohhovs) 

Buxton,  Mr.  Sydney,  JWer  Hamlets, 
Poidar 
Qaeen's  Speech  J«h  19, 119 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  2, 1 139 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.,  Lanarkshire,  Mid 
Indian  Famine  and  Plague  Jan  21,  177 
NecessitouB  Board  Schools,  Scotland  Feb  5, 
1435 

Queen's  Speech  Jan  22,  341 ;  Jan  26,  575, 576 
School  Fee  Grant,  Scotland  J*ii  25,  398 

Cameron,  Mr,  R.,  Jhtrham,  Houghton4e- 
Spring 
Burials  BiU,  Intro.  Jan  22,  294 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Right  Hoa.  Sir 
H.,  Stirling  Burghs 
Business  of  the  House      8,  1563 
MiUtary  Forces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8,  1593, 
1597 

Campbell,  Mr.  Jauss  A.,  Glaggow  amd 
Aberdeett  Univenntieii 
Accountants  (Scotland)  BiU,  Intro.  Jan  27, 
660 

Carew,  Mr.  J.  L.,  Dublin,  College  Green 
British  South  Africa  Committee  Jan  29,  823 
Omog^orman  Prison,  Dublin  Jan  25,  383 
Irish  Mail  Service  Feb  2,  1056 
Manicipal  l^Vanchise  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  BUI, 

Intro.  Jan  22,  301 
Port  Charges,  Dublin  Jan  22,  280 
Royal  En^neers,  Civilian  Clerk  Jan  29, 791 

Carson,  Right  Hon.  Edward  H.^  i>iiMin 
University 
Queen's  Spoech  Jan  22,  883,  334 

Castletown,  Lord 

Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  35 

Cemeteriei  Bating  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  H.  C.  Stephens ;  Bead  l"  Jan  22, 
296 

CHAMBERLAIN,  Mb.  J.  AUSTEN 
(Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty),  Wot' 
cestershire,  E. 
I>eo-Motford  Rifle,  Boyal  Marines  Jan  29, 797 
Training  Ship,  Belfast  Lough  Jan  29, 789 
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Cha] 

CHAMBEKLAIN,  Right  Hon. 
JOSEPH  (Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies),  Birminghamf  W. 

Aliens*  Expulsion  Act  Frh  i,  1295 
Australian    Colonies,    Federal  Convention 
Jhh  22,  272 

Boer  (ioTdmmnit,  Legislatioii  agninst  Aliens 

Jan  22,  288 
British  South  Africa 

Committeo  Jan  28,  762  ;  Jau  29,  802,  826, 
827 

Company  Jan  20,  171,  172;  Jaa  28,  674 
Chbles 

Canada  and  Atutralaoa  Jau  28,  663 
West  Indian  Colonies  /««  28,  684;  Feb  1, 
917 

f'anadian  Mail  Service  Jan  25,  380 
(,'apo  Colony  (Sir  J.  Sivewright}  Jan  28,  686 
Congo  Railway,  Native  Labour  Jan  29,  781 
Emigrants*  lofonnatioD  Office  Jau  26,  503 
Financial  Belationa,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

Jan  29,  800 
Importation  of  Drugs,  Coylon  Feb  5,  1433 
Khama's  Territory,  Liquor  Licences  Feb  I, 

924 

llatabeleUnd  Jan  21,  190 

Uaoritiua  Police  Jan  26,  510 

Norfolk  Island  Jan  21,  187 

Port  Precautions' against  Disease  Jan  26,  607 

Prempeh  {Kingyjan  28,  678,  679 

(Quarantine  Feb  5,  1420,  1421 

Queen's 

Diamond  Jubilee,  \mi  of  Colonial  Premius 
Feb  1,  924 

Speech  Jan  19,  120 
Beform  l*riBonerB  at  Frettnia  Jm  21,  183, 

184  ;  Feb  4,  1297 
Sierra  I^eone  Railway  Feb  I,  920 
Trade 

Britinh  Colonies,  with  Jan  26,  496 

Hinrits  Jan  26,  493 
Volantarv  Schools  (Aid  Grunt)  Feb  4,  1385, 

1392,  1401, 1402,  1403,  1404,  1408 
Western  Australia  Feb  2,  1066 

Channinh,  Mr.  F.  A.,  NorOtampUm,  E. 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22, 302 
BiLsineas  of  the  House :  Hupply  Jan  29,  836 
Coroners*  Inquests  (Railway  Fatalities)  BiU, 

Intro.  Jail  22,  304 
Elementary  Education  (Arrears  of  Grant) 

Jan  26,  489 
Industrial  and  Provident  and  Incfnporsted 

Building  Societies  (Farchaseof  Fee  Simple) 

Bill,  Intro.  Jan  27.  660 
Lioeniing  laws  Commission  Jait  25,  408 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (Amendment)  Bill, 

2R.  Jan  27,  631 
Necessitous  Board  Schools  F^  2,  1063 
Postal  Facilities,  Rushden  Feb  4,  1294 
Quren's  Speech  Jan  2.5, 449 
Voluntary  >khools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  4,  1353 

CHAPUN,  EioBT  Hon.  HENRY 
(President  of  tfae  Local  Government 

Board),  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford 

Children's  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  Feb  8, 
1548 

Cottage  Gardens  Feb  i,  1282 


Craplis,  Right  Hon.  Hbmbt — «onf. 

Elementary  ScIiooIb,  Bating  At  8,  1550 
Incorporatum,  Metropolitu  Diitrieta  1. 

910,  911 
Parish 

Council  Elections  Feb  2,  1056 
Documents  Febi,  1551 
Poor  Law  Sdiools,  Metropolis  F^  1, 902, 904 ; 
Feh  4,  1310 ;  Fd>  5, 1433, 1434  ;  FA  S,  1552. 

1553 

Sheffield  Cottage  Homos  for  Childrea  FA  4. 
1309 

Small-pox  Epidemic,  Gloocetia-  Feh  4,  1292 
Vaccination 

Laws  Feb  8,  1540 

Medical  Officers  Feb  2, 1044 

Officers*  Fees  Feb  1,  923 
Water  SuppIv,  Rural  Disbncts  Feh  4,  1274 
Weak-minMd  and  Imbecile  Children  JM  4, 

1296 


CHABITT  COKKISSIOH 

Parliamentary  Charity  Commissioner — 
Mr.  J.  GRAvr  Lawbos 

HoicelPt  Charity,  Q*.'Mr.  Humphrey»-Owen ; 
^J.G<»t/aM26,493;  Feh  4,  1304 

Civil  CoiUitiffenciai  Fund  1896-96 
Copy  Pres.  (r.)  Jan  19,  40 

Cim  SEBYICE 

Diatriet  Lunatic  Atyluuu,  Metifement  9/ OJtri^, 
Q.  Mr.  R.  M.  Cane;  A,  Hr.  G.  Balloar 
Jan  25,  386 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.,  DiiMin  County,  y. 
^nancial  Relations,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
Jan  26,  514 

Poor  law  Officers*  Superannuation  (Ireland) 

BiU,  Inttt).  Jan  26,  517 
Post  Office  Female  Clerks,  Dublin  Jou  26.  SIS 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19, 103  ;  Jan  20, 129,  Ul ; 

Jan  21,  216,  229,  233  ;  Jan  26,  674 
Surveyors  (County  Dublin)  Bill,  Intro.  Jim  25, 

488 

Telegraph  Facilities,  Fairview,  Dublin  Jam  25, 
407 

University  Educatioo  (Ireland)  BQl,  Intra 
/oh  22,  301 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.,  Caithness 

Britidi  South  Africa  Committee  Jam  29,  817 
Buainen  of  the  Honae 

General  Jam  26,  600 

Supply  Jau  29,  837 
Financial  Relations,  Great  Britun  and  Ireland 

Jan  21,  199;  /ffa  22,  203 
Indian  Famine  and  Plague  Jan  21,  177 
Notice  of  Motion  Jam  27,  601 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  22,  352 ;  /am  25^  4S5, 

486  ;  Jan  26,  549,  SbO 

Coal  Hines  Bwulation  Bill 

<*.  Intro.,  ffir  C.  INlke;  RomI  l"       S2,  I9« 

Coal  Tables 
Copy  Pres.  («.)  Jan  19,  40 
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CooHiLL,  Mr.  D*  H.,  Stok&-<mrTrent 
Queen'fl  ^eech  Jm  19,  B8 

CoHBy,  Mr.  B.  L.,  Idington^  E. 
BnrinesB  <A  the  Howie :  Sapply  Jm  29,  835 
Volontiuy  Schools  (Aid  Grant]  Feb  4,  ISfil 

CoLLBRV,  Mr.  B.,  SligOy  N. 
Sligo 
Abbey  Jan  25,  407 
Street  Preaching  in  Jan  28,  498 
Union  Jan  29,  792 

COLLINGS,  Right  Hon.  JESSE 
(Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department),  Birmingham^ 
Bordedey 

London  (Borongh  Rond,  Southwark)  Tro- 

visional  Order  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  '20,  121 
Ixindon  (Churchway,  St.  J'ancms)  ProviBional 

Order  Bill,  Intro.  Jtoi  20,  121 
LondoQ  ((lare  Market,  Strand)  Provisional 

Order  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  3,  1173 
Uerchandise  Slarka  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

BUI,  2R.  Jan  27,  640,  641,  642 
MetropolitMi  Police  PnnriBUHial  Order  BOl, 

Intro. /fJ  3,  1173 

CoLOMB,  Sir  JoDN  C.  R.,  Great  Yarmouth 

Businera  of  the  House  Frb  8,  15C4 
Military  Forces  (ftlaiutenHnce)  FebS,  1601 
Military  Works  Bill  Jmt  29,  862 ;  Feb  t,  1022 
Shipping  and  Maritime  Property  (Compensa- 
tion for  Injury)  Feb  1,  925 

COLONIES 

Secretary  of  State— Mr,  J.  ChamhbiuuUn 
Under  Secretary  of  State — ^Earl  of  Selboukk 

AlintJ  Jixpuitim  Aet,  Q.  Sir  E.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  4, 

1295 
Atutralian 

Colonial,  Fedn-al  Convnttieii,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F, 
Hf^an ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  22, 
271 

Mailn,  ladim  and,  Q».  Mr,  Henniker  Heaton ; 
A».  Mr.  Hanbarj*  Jau  25,  404 
Jliirr  (locntimriit,  iJyU/aihn  Offahml  Alienn, 

Q.  Sir  E.  Ashmood-Bartleti ;  A.  Mr.  J, 

Chamberlain  Jan  22,  287 
Ih  itith  South  Africa 

f'otnmillee  (see  Afeica) 

Ownpauif,  Q.  Mr.  T.  Bayley ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain  Jmn  28,  674 
Cabk- 

Canada  and  Amtrgliti,  Q.  Sir  G.  Baden- 
Powell  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamherlain  Jan  28, 

663 

Wnt   Indian  Cohnirn,  Q.  Sir  (1.  Baden- 
Powell  ;      Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  28, 
084.  Qti.  Mr.  Tomlinson,  General  Iiaurie ; 
A*.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  1,  917 
Canada  and  Atutralia,  Cable,  Q.  Sir  O.  Baden- 
Powell  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 7bm  28, 663 
Canadian  Mail  iSetvicr,  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  25,  380 
Cape  Cofvnif  (Sir  J.  Siretcright ) ,  Qt.  Sir  £. 
AHhinead-Bartktt,  Mr.  Ij.  Courtney;  At. 
Mr.  ,T.  Chiiniberlain  Jan  28,  G86 


Oe^loH,  Importatim  of  TH-ti$9,  Qi.  Mr.  H.  J. 
Wilson;  At>  Ur.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  6, 
1433 

Congo  Railway,  Xatire  Labour,  Q.  Sir  C,  Dilke  ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  29,  781 
Emigrants'  Infoj-mation  Office,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F. 

Hogan ;  A .  Mr.  J ,  Chamberlain  Jan  26, 503 
Federal  Contention,  An»tralum  Cobmiei,  Q.  Hr. 

J,  F.  H(^^ ;   A,  Mr.  J.  Cbamberl^ 

Jan  22,  271 

il/i,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Uogan ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks 

Beach  Feb  8,  1656 
Importation  of 

Driiffg,  Ceylon,  Qn.  3Ir.  H.  J.  Wilson ;  A», 
Mr.  J,  Chamberlain  Feb  5,  1433 

Spiritf,  Sierra  Leone,  Q.  Admiral  Field  ;  A. 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Fei  8,  1635 
Khama'*  Trrritary,  Liquor  Licenett,  Q.  Sir  M. 

Stuart;  A.  Mr.  ,T.  Chamberlain  Feb  1,  924 
3fait  Snriee,  Canada,  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain  Jan  26,  380 
Matabcleland,  Q:  Mr.  T.  Bayley ;  A».  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain  Jan  21  189 
Manrititm  IMiee,  Q.  Sir  H.  S.  King ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain  Jen  26,  510 
yoifolk  Inlavd,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain  Jan  21, 187 
Prempeh  (King),  Qx.  Mr.  M.  Davitt ;  Ax.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain  Jan  28,  678 
Trctoria,  Be/orm  PrUonn-g  at,  Q*.  Mr.  J.  M. 

Klaclean,  Mr.  J.  Lowther;   At.  Mr.  J, 

Chamberiain  Jan  21,  183.     Q«,  Sir  £. 

Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  J.  M,  Maclean; 

A».  Mr.  J.  Chambnrlain  Feb  4,  1296 
Qnarantiite,  0«.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum,  Sir  B.  W. 

Foster ;  M.  Mr,  J.  ChambOTldn  Feb  5,1420 
Qneen^g 

Diamond  Jubilee,  Vittt  of  Cohtiial  Fretnicr$, 
Q.  Mr,  J.  F.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J,  Cham- 
berlain Feb  1,  924 
Jteign,  Q.  Sir  O,  Baden-Powcll ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain  Jan  29,  800 
Befonn  PrinoHen  at  Pretoria,  Qn.  Mr.  J.  M. 
Maclnm,  Mr.  J.  Ijowther ;  An.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain Jan  21,  183.    Qg.  Sir  E.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett,  Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean ;  A».   Mr.  J. 
CbambOTlain  F^i,  1296 
Sierra  Leone 
Importation  of  Spirit*,  Q.  Admiral  Field; 

A.  Sir  M.  ilicks  Beach  Feb  8,  1535 
Bailintg,Q.  Mr.  C.  Bill;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cluun- 
berlain       I,  920 
Trade 

British  ColoiiicK,  tcifh,  Q,  Sir  II.  Vincent ; 
A.  Mr,  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  26,  496 

Sjriritt,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain Jan  26,  493 
Tratwaal  Said,  Q.  Mr.  Arnold- Forster ;  A. 

'Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  28,  679 
Wettern  Amtralia,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ;  A. 

Mr.  J,  Chamberlain  Feb  2,  1066 
Vert  Indian  Cotenie»,  VtAle,  Q.  Sir  C  Baden* 

Powell;  A.  "Mx.  3,  Chambeiiain  Jan  38, 

684 


CoLViLLB,  Mr.  J.,  Lanarkshire,  N.E. 

Building  Feus  and  Leases  (Scotland)  Bill, 

Intro.  Feb  1,  1027 
Uaeen's  Speech  Jan  22,  340 
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CompanieB  Bill 

Pres.,  Earl  of  Dudley  ;  lUad  1"  Feb  1,  885 

CoMPTON,  Lord  Alwyne  F.,  Bedford, 
Bigghnmde 
Guards  (The)  in  the  Meditemnflon  Feb  8. 1632 

Contracts 

Army,  Irrland,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh  ;  A. 

Mr.  PoweU-Williuins  Jan  29,  788 
Aiuiociatiwt    of    Jf'orhnen,    Q.    Mr.    E.    H . 

PickoragiU ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Frb  1433 
FmviffHen,  'witk,  Q.  Six  H.  Vincoit ;  A.  Mr. 

Hnnlmiy  Feb  4,  1270 

Siibgi^ks,  Q.  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton ;  A. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  I,  919 
Medicine,  MuUingar  Union,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Tolly  ; 

A.  Mr.  6.  Balfour  Jmt  26,  502 
Soad,  Leitrim,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ;  A.  Mr. 

Q,  BoUour  Feb  6,  1422 

Cooke,  Mr.  C.  W.  Radcliffe,  Bere/ord 
Parliamentary    Franchise    (Extension  to 

Women)  Bill,  2K.  Feb  3,  1185,  1186,  1195, 

1196.  1198,  1199 
Queen's  Speech  Jm  25,  440 
Street  Nouos  Bill,  Intro.  Jm  22,  297 

Corn  Sales  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  Kankin  ;  Read  1"  Jan  52,  303 

Corui^'  Inqnests  (Bailvay  Fatalities) 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  F.  A.  Channing ;  Read  1°  Jm  22, 
304 

Countr  Councillon  (Qualifioatifm  of 
women)  (Seotland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson ;  Read  1'  Jan  25, 
487 

County  Courts  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  C.  J.  Monk :  Read  1"  Jan  22,  299 

Connty  Government  (Ireland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  P.  C.  Doogan ;  Bead  1°  Joh  22, 
299 

County  St^^ors  (Ireland)  Aot  Amend- 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  Bead       Feb  2, 
1083 

Coort  of  Criminal  Appeal  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  £.  H.  Pickengill ;  Read  1**  Jau  22, 
295 

CouRTVEr,  Right  Hon.  Leonabd  H., 

Cornwall,  Bodmin 
British  South  Africa  Committee  Jan  29,  822 
Cape  Colony  (Sir  J.  Sivewright)  Jan  28  ,  686 
Parliamentary    Franchise    (Extension  to 

Women)  BUI,  2R.  Feb  3,  1229 
Sapply :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Government 

Feb  5,  1476.  L478,  1479,'l514 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Onmt)  Feb  1,  93S, 

971 


Cream,  Mr.  £.,  Queen's  County,  Oamy 
Seed  Rate,  Ireland  Feb  5, 1428 

Crillt,  Mr.  B.,  Mayo,  JIT. 
Distrma,    Belmnllet  Union  Jan  25,  403: 

Jan  28.  681 
Licences  (Ireland)  BiU,  Intro.  Jan  22,  303 
Licensed  Fawntorikers,  Ireland  Ja»  28,  689 


Cripps,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Gloucetfter,  Stroud 
Voluntary  SchooU  (Aid  Grant)  F»b  1,  974 

Crofters'  Holdings  (Scotlaiid)  Act  (1886) 
Amendment  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  O.  Weir;  Bead  1°  Feb  2,  1083 


Cross,  Mr.  A.,  Glasi/ow,  Candachie 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  BUI,  2S.  Feb  5,  1 526 
SmaUer  Dwellings  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  5, 
1436 


Crown  Lands,  etc.  (see  Woods,  Forests, 
AND  Land  Revenues  of  the 
Ceown) 

CURZON,  Right  Hon.  GEORGE 
N.  (Under  Secretary  of  Slate  for 
Foreign  Affairs),  ZatiouAtrs,  S. 
SotU^iort 

Ad\'ance  to  the  Egyptian  Qovemment  Feb  5 
1430 

Antwerp,  Shipping  Masters  at  Feb  1,  900 
Appointment  of  New  Commercial  Attachee 

Jau  25,  377,  378 
Arahi  Pasha  Feb  8,  1546 
Benin  Expedition  Jm  21,  188 
Bnlgarian  Tribute,  Turidsh  Debt  Jmm  21, 

185,  186 

ConsuW  Court  at  Constantinople  Jmm  26.  501 

Cotta  Jliea  Packet  Case  Jan  26,  498 

Crete  Jan  20,  796 ;  Feb  2,  1053 ;  Feb  4,  1299 ; 

Feb  8,  1560,  1661 
Doty  on  Scotch  Hivrings  F^  2,  1039 
KaMda,  Boliaf  of  Feb  8, 1557 
Kew  Hebrides 

Agreements  witii  France  Jm  21, 187 

Sale  of  Fire-arms  and  Spirits  in  Feb  8,  1547 
Xiger  Delta  Liquor  Traffic  Jan  29, 792 
North  Sea  Conrention  Feb  8,  1539 
Ottoman  Public  Debt  Jm  26,  490 
Persecution  of  Xestorians  Fdt  4,  1278 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  98,  101.  119,  120; 

Jm  26.  585,  586,  588,  589, 590 
Slavery  at  Zanribar  Jtm  21,  196 ;  Feb  4, 1297 
Sup^y :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Uoronuneat 

VtA  5,  1468,  1473,  1475,  1480 
Syria  and  Macedonia  Jan  22,  275 
Turke:? 

Parliamentary  Paper  Jan  21,  179 
Political  Frisonm  in  Jan  22.  276 
Turtdsh  Reforms  Jm  21. 186, 187 
United  Statm,  ArUtmtion  Traaty  with  Feb% 
1056 
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GVSTOXS.  EXCISE,  AED  lELANB 
REVEHUE 

Cod^entioH  of  Inirt,  Qti.  Mri  M.  Healy ;  As. 
Sir  M.  UickB  Beach.  Mr.  J.  Atkinaon  Jan  21 
194 

Cettretion  of  LirrnrfM,  Q.  Mr.  T.  Iioagh;  A. 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Feb  4,  1285 
Cottage  dardrun,  Q».  Sir  C.  Dilke;  At.  Mr.  H. 

Chaplin  Feb  4,  1281 
Ctittomi  Outdoor  Qfieett,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  F. 

O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  4,  1294 
FtHaneial  Relation*,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

Q».  Hr.  Monro  Feivuson,  Pr.  Q.  B.  dark, 

Mr.  T.  Loug^  Sir  W.  Harcourt;  [Mr. 

Speaker ;]  At.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUmir  Jan  21. 198 
Jneome  Tiu  on   Xfnpmd  JHriieadt,  Q«.  Mr. 

O.  C.  T.  BarUoy  ;  ^  Sir  M.  Hicka  Beach 

Feb  8,  1550 

Land  Tai,  Q.  Mr.  A.  P.  Jeffreys;  A.  Sir  M. 

Hicks  Beach  Jan  29,  786 
liemtiuff  Lain  Commi»tioHf  Q.  Mr.  F.  A. 

Channing ;  A.  Mr.fA.  J.  Balfour  Jen  26,  408 
-Vrtfry  Hotpilal,  Atettment,  Q.  Sir  J.  S.  B. 

Simeon  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  2,  1054 
ISvbate  Dtdy  Grant,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ; 

A.  Sir  &L  Hicks  Beach  Jan  21,  194 
Sale  of  Intoncmtt,  Houtet  q/"  I'arliametti,  Qx. 

Sir  W.  Lawaon,  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  Mr.  T. 

Baylejr;  At.  Sir  R.  Webster,  Jan  21,  197. 

Qs.  Sir.  W.  LawBon ;  At.  Ixird  Stanley, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Feb  5,  1434 
SelfUd  rropniy,  Uttate  Duty,  Q.  Captain 

Pretyman ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Feb  8, 

1647 

Selieiloi-M'  Lieenee  Ihttij,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A. 
.    O'Keefle ;  ..1.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Jan  26, 495 
ToMtiw,  IrelmHl,  Qt.  Mr.  A.  F.  Jeffreys,  Mr. 
A.  O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  Lough ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;] 
At.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Jan  25,  378 

Dalt,  Mr.  J.,  Jlfoiiaghan,  S. 
Deportation  ol  Paupers  to  Ireland  Feb  2, 1052 
Eur  Rent  Awlicatioiut,  Monaghan  Jan  26, 384 
Oieat  Northern  of  Ireland  Uaihray  F^  2, 
1047 

Queen's  Speech  Jan  20,  170;  /m  21,  208; 

Jan  26,  568 
Royal  Insh  Constabulary  Jan  28,  671 
Tenants'  Holdings,  Monaghan  Feb  2,  1052 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H..  Kirkcaldy  Burgha 
PubUc  Health  (Scotland]  Bill,2R.  Feb  6, 1527 

Dane.  Mr.  R.  M.,  Fermanagh,  K. 
CastlepoUard  Petty  Seesions  Feb  6,  1423 
Civil  Service  Retirement  Jan  25,  386 
Bistrees,  Weetport  Union  Fdi  4,  1284 
Fair  Rent  Agreamenti, 'Ireland  F^  5, 1425 
Intermediate  Education  Exanu.,  Ireland  F^  4, 
1290 

Irish  Land  Commission  Feb  1,  d'21 
Loan  FW  (Ireland)  Acts  Jan  22,  269 
Vinatm  Serrice,  Ireland  Feb  1,  921 
Qneeii*a  Speech  Jan  21,  206 
Royal 

Irish  Constabniary  Jan  28,  671 
Residence  in  Ireland  Feb  4. 1311 
Statutoiy  Term  Applications,  Ireland  Jan  29, 
793 

Underaharifis,  Ireland  Jan  29,  791 


Darling,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Dept/ord 
Health  of  Troo^  in  India  Jan  25,  397  '  - 
l^ieeial    Commisrioner  of  Assise,  Personnl 
Explanation  Jan  21,  200 

Davenport,  Mr.  W.  Bromley,  Cheshire, 
Maccleafidd 
Fenrhyn's  (Lord)  Quarries  Jan  28,  694,  709, 
712,  719,  721,  722,  742,  74S;  £eh2, 1061, 
1062 

Davirs,  Mr.  M.  Vauohan-,  Cardigan 
Land  Tenure  (NValee  and  Monmonthabire) 
Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  295 

Davies,  Mr.  W.  Rees-,  Pembrokeghire 
Fishguard  Bay  Railway  Jan  26,  389 
House   of  Commons,    Members*  Smoking 

Accommodation  Feb  4,  1303 
Places  of  Worahip  (Leasehold)  Enfranchise- 

ment  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  299 
rnlawfal  Ponenion  Bill,  2R  J^n  29,  877 

Davitt,  Mr.  Michael,  Mayo,  S. 
Agricultural  Distress,  Weetport  Union  Jan  21 
174 

Arabi  Pasha  Feb  8,  1546 
Bmin  Expedition  Jan  21, 188 
Convicts,  Escaped  Jan  21,  188 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Ireland  Feb  8,  1554, 
1555 

Mortality,  Central  India  Provincea  Feb  8, 
1555 

Niger  Delta,  Liquor  Traffic  Jan  29,  792 

Prempeh  (King)  Jan  28,  678,  679 

Qneen'e  Speecl^  Jan  20, 151, 152,  153;  JiTN21, 

233 ;  Jan  22,  847,  351,  376  ;  Jam  25,  411 
Royal  Bonnty  Fond:  George  Brooks  FtiB, 

1562,  1663 

Supply  :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Goremment 

Feb  5,  1499 

Denny,  Oolonel  J .M.,Kilmamoek  Burghs 
Loaa  of  Life  at  Sea  Feb  4,  1300,  1301 

de  Vesci  Viscount 
Army,  Increase  of  Strength  Jan  28,  661  ; 
Fa  4,  1243 

Dilke,  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.,  Bart., 
Gloucestershire^  Forest  of  Dean 
Belfast  Textile  Trades,  Fines  JrA  2,  1034 
Coal  Mines  Regulation  Bill,  Intro.  Jau  22, 

296 

Congo  Railway,  Native  Laboarers  Jan  29,  781 
Cottage  Oaidens  Feb  4,  1281,  1282 
Current  Rate  of  Wages,  Woolwich  District 
Jan  25,  408 

Education  Bill  (Poor  School  Board  Districta) 

Jan  22.  291,  292 
Egyptian  Expedition  F^  2, 1067 
Factories  and  Workahopa  Act  (Farticplan 

Section)  Feb  5,  1422 
Factory 

Accident,  Batley  Jan  29,  794  ;  Feb  8,  15G2 
Acts  Jan  21,  184 
Franchise  and  Removal  of  Women's  Disabili- 
ties BUI,  Intro.  Jan  22,  304 
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DiLKB,  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.,  Bart.— 

Indian  Troops,  Hcarvy  Feb  2,  1052 
M«diterruiean  Garrison,  Brigade  of  Guardi 

Ffb  4,  1278 
Mercantile  Marine  ClaHsiScation       1,  919 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)        8,  1565, 

1569. 1586,  1587,  1589 
Military  Works  BiU,/ff»  29, 860;  Feb\,\i3ll\, 

1022 

Mill  AecidMit,  Batley  Jan  29,  794 ;  Feb  8, 
1562 

Notices  of  Motion  Jan  27,  601,  602 

Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  93,  97 ;  Jan  25,  475 ; 

Jaft  26,  664 
Shops  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  304 
Supply ;  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Oovemment 

Febb,  1458,  1461,  1463,  1473 
Trade  Spirite  Jm  26, 493 
Volnntiuy  Schools  (Aid  Orant)  Jan  22,  376 ; 

Feb  1,  065,  967 
Wool  Sorting  Jau  28,  664 

Dillon,  Mr.  John,  Mayo^  E. 

Army  Estimates :  £145,000  for  Fay  of  Indian 
Troops  at  Suakim  (Supplementary)  Feb  5, 

1523 
Crete  Feb  8,  1561 

Encted  Tenants,  Ireland  Jan  21, 180  ;  Feb  8, 

1538 

Financial  Relations,  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland 

JaH  26,  514  ;  Feb  2,  1067 
IriBh  Mail  Service  Jan  25,  393 
Military  Works  Bill  Feb  1,  1023 
Pollen  Fishery,  Lough  Neagh  Feb  \,  912,  91S 
Poor  Belief,  Ireland  Jan  28,  685 
Queen's  Speech,  Jan  19, 77  ;  Jan  20,  {Ainendt.) 

157,  161 :  Jmi  21,  215  ;  Jan  25,  427,428 
Supidy :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Oovemment, 

Feb  5,  1502, 1506,  1506 
Voluntary  Schools  Feb  4,  1308 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant}  Feb  1,  938 ; 

J>i  2,  1128,  1129;  »6  4,  1399 
Warden  Estate,  Kerry  Feb  1,  915,  916 

Disraeli,  Mr.  Cosingsby  B.,  Chedwre^ 
Altrincham 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  26,  {Amendt.)  577,  588, 589 

Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  Fbkdkrick  D., 
Bart.,  Middlesex,  Uxbridge 
London  Water  Companies  Amalgamation 

Bill,  Intra.  Jiik  22,  302 

Dixon,  Mr.  G.,  Birmingham^  EdgbatiUm 
Voluntary  Schoob  (Aid  Grant]  Feb  1,  993 

DoNELAN,  Captain  A.  J.  C,  Cork,  E. 
Army  Foreign  Meat  Supply  Jau   21,  182; 

Jan  26,  406,  407 
Daunt's  Rock  Lightship  Jan  21,  181,  182; 

Jan  25,  406  ;  Jan  28,  672 
E\-icted  Tenants,  Ireland  Jaii  21,  179 ;  Feb  8, 

1538 
Illegal  Trawling 

Cork  Feb  8.  1559 

Irish  Coast  Feb  1,  013,  014 
Irish  Mail  Service  Feb  8,  1544,  1545 
Ji^icial  Rents,  Ireland  /wi  21,  180 

\ctmt. 


DoNELAN,  Captain  A.  J.  C. — rant. 

Mediterranean  Garrison,  Brigade  of  Goarda 
Jfc»4. 1278  • 

National  Gallery  and  British  Museum  Sun- 
days)     4.  1293 

Naval  Repairs,  H.M.fi.  Blark  Prince  Jmh  26, 513 

Oil  Lamp  Accidents  Jan  29,  793 

DooGAN,  Mr.  P.  C,  l^ne,  E. 
County  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro., 

Jan  22.  299 
Pollen  Fishery,  Longh  Neagh  Feb  1,  912 
Queen's  Speech  Jau  21,  237 ;  Jan  26,  576 

DouaLAS-PixNANT,  HoD.  Edwabd  3.., 

Iteriiyn's  (Lonl)  Qnarriea  Jan  28,  700,  704, 

705,  707,  745,  746 

DouQLAS,  Right  Hon.  A.  Akers-  (see 
Akkbs-Douglas) 

Draoe,  Mr.  Gboffrbt,  Dertty 

Poor  law  Schools  Feb  I,  902 
Queen's Speeech  Janil,  203 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Fet  4,  1365, 
1866 

DuNCOMBE,  Hon.  H.  V.,  Cttmberiandf 

Egremont 

Shop  Assistants  (Half  Holiday)  Bill,  Introw 

Feb  2,  1088 
Unlawful  Possession  Bill,  2R.  Jan  29,  879 

Dunn,  Sir  William,  Bart.,  Paisley 
Financial  Relations,  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land Jtiii  26,  513 

Dyke,  Right  Hon.  Sir  W.  Habt,  Bart., 
Keritf  Dartford 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1687)  Amendment 

BiU.  211.  yo«27,  638 
Voluntary  SchooU  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  2,  1089  ; 
Feb  4,  1319 

Education  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  Sydney  Oedge;  Read     Jmn  22, 
301 

Ednoational  Endowment  (Irdand)  Act 
(1889)  Amendment  Bill 

e.  Tntro.,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Read  1»  Jan  26, 616 
2R.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  875 ;  Mr.  G.  Balfoor, 

875  ;  :Mr.  W.  Johnston,  876   Jan  29 
Read  2°  Jan  29,  876 
In  Com.  Feb  3, 1240 

EDUCATIOV  DEPAATIIEHT 

Lord  Preudeni— Duke  of  Dbtokshikk 
Vice  President — Sir  Joax  E.  Oobst 

CathoHe   VniveraUp,  Ireland^  Q.  Ur.  P.  A. 

M'Hugh;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Fe*  1.  925 
Dy-airinn,  Irixh  SehooU.  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Hcnlv ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  382 
F.thwation  Btll  (Poor  School  Board  THatrietaJy 

Qt.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Sir  W.  Harcourt ;  [Mr. 

Speaker;]  At.'iAx.A.i,  Balfour  /«22.  291 
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Eiueatioit 

Ireland,  Q.  Jlr.  Vesey  Knox ;  A.  Mr, 

Hanbury  Jan  22,  282 
Scotland^  Q.  Mr.  £.  Bobertson ;  A.  Mr. 
A.J.  Btafourf««2,  1067 
XtUhmil  Board  of,   Irdmd,   Q.   ISx.  P. 
O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfoar  /«■  2S,  391 
EdueatioMl  Ertdomnenta  firelawlj  Act  (188$ J 

AiMudfHcut  Bill  (see  that  Title) 
EleiMHtary  Schooli  (see  Schools  below) 
Equivalent  Grant,  Seotlattd,  Qt.  Mr.  W.  Thor- 
bnm,  Mr.  J.  Bryce;  An.  Sir  M.  Hicfcs 
Beach  Ftb  2.  1054 
Eratnua  SaHtk  Sekoab,  Intaud,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Atkiiuon  /<w  22.  276. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour 
Jan  28,  673.   Qs.  Mr.  AmoW-Forater,  Mr. 
"W.  Johnston;  At.  Mr.  G.  Ballour  Feb  i, 
1302 

Heywood,  I'ublie  Schools  at,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C. 

Amiams  ;  A.  Sir  J,  Gorat  Jmi  25,  387 
MtirelPs  Ckatity,  Qa.  Iktr.  Humphreys-Owen  ; 

Aa.  Sir  J.  Gont  /«»  26,  493 ;  Feb  4,  1304 
IiUermediate  EdtaatioH  (see  Edvcation,  Ik- 

TBUKBDIATB  AND  TECHNICAL) 
Katioml  Schools,  Ireland,  Qs.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flj-nn ; 

At.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb2, 1060  ;  FeU,  1300 
yteettitotia  Board  SchooU 

Scotland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Caldwell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balionr  Feb  &,  143ff 

Unpaid  Ormta,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  Chamung ;  A. 
Sir  J.  Uor«t  Fab  2,  1063 
PenaioHa,  School  Teaehm\  Iivland,  Qt.  Mr. 

T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Veeej  Knox  ;  At.  Sir  M. 

Hickfl  Beach,  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  22,  278 
FritOH  Ogietri'  Jnttruetion,   Q.  Mr.  K  U. 

Picker^ill ;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 

Jan  28,  671 

St.  Andrew'!  School,  iruieadtn,"  Qa.  Mr.  J.  H. 
YoxaU,  Mr.  A.  J.  MandelU ;  At.  Sir.  J. 
Gorst  F^  2,  1043 
St.  Jyda't  School,  Bethnal  Green,  Q.  Mr.  A.  E. 

Hutton  ;  ^.  Sir  J.  Gorrt  Jan  25,  385 
Schools 

Aecominodation 

Caalletoti,  Q.  ilr.  A.  E.  Hutton ;  A.  Sir  J. 

Gorst  Feb  4,  1308 
Letter- Ounncll,  Longford,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  6, 1426 
Aitendawv,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ;  A. 

Mr.  J.  Atkinson  Jan  22,  289 
Boardt,  Scotland,  Q.Mr.  J.Wilson  (Falkirk); 

A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  2,  1044 
BiiiWngt,  Q.  Mr.  A.  £.  Hatton;  A.  Sir  J. 

Gont  Feb  4,  1285 
Eknuntary 
BuHding  Grmta,  Q.  Mr.  A.  K  Hutton  ; 

A.  Sir  J.  Gomt  Fe6  6,  1342 
Highlands  and  lalamdt  of  Scotland,  Q.  Mr. 
j.  0.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Qrahain  Murray 
Feb  2,  1048 
•    Parliamentary  Grant,  Q.  Mr.  A.  K.  LoW  ; 
.dl.  Sir  J.  Gorst  Jan  26,  494 
Qween'a  Jtriffn,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A. 

Sir  J.  Gorst  Jan  25,  387 
iiofin^,  0».  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith ;  At.  Mr. 

H.  Chaplin  Feb  8, 1550 
Wimbledon,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Williams;  A, 
Sir  J.  Gorst  Feb^,  1289 


SchooU — cont. 

Eramnm  Smith,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ; 
A.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  Jan  22,  276.  Q.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jem  28, 
673.  Qt.  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Mr.  W. 
Joluuton;  At.  Mr.  G.  B^our  F*b  4, 
1302 

Grant,  Scotland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Caldwell; 
A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Jan  25,  398 

drawing,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Hsaly ;  A,  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  382 
^'ot-itMuffwsM,  Q.  Mr.  D.  Macaleese ;  A. 
Mr.  G.  Balfour       8, 1S56 
KeeettitoHa  Board,  Scotland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Cald- 
well ;  A.  Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour  Feb  6,  1435 
Poor  Law 

Metropolis,  Qa.  Mr.  E.  H.  Pickersgill ;  Aa. 
Mr.  H.  Chaplin  Feb  4,  1310  ;  Feb  6, 
1433  ;  Feb  8,  1552 
Bcport  OH,  Qt.  Mr.  G.  Drage,  5Ir.  G.  C.  T. 
Bartley,  Mr.  T.  Lough ;  At.  Mr.  H. 
Ch^m  Feb  1,  902 
Ptiblie,  Seytcood,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Williama  ;  A. 

Sir  J.  Gorst  Jan  26,  387 
5/.  Andreir'i,    jniletden,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  H. 
YoxaU,  Mr.  A.  J.  Mundella;  A*.  Sir  J. 
Gorst  Feb  2,  1043 
St.  Jadc't,  Bethnat  Green^  Q.  Mr.  A.  E. 

Hotton ;  ..4.  Sir  J.  Gorst  Jan  25,  385 
Teachers'  Pennona  (IrelandJ,  Qt.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  Mr.  Vesey  Knox;  Aa.  Sir  M. 
Hicks  Beach,  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  22,  278. 
Q».  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ;  At.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Mr.  G.  BaUour  Feb  2,  1049 
Tejt-books,  Scotland,  Qs.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir; 

At.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  8,  1539 
J'oluntar^  (Aid  GrantJ,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  22,  376.  Q. 
Mr.  J.  Dillon ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach 
Feb  4,  1308.  Q.  Mr.  A.  J.  Mondella ;  A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  BaUour  Feb  4.  1313 
Science  and  Art  (Hastes,  Q*.  Mr.  E.  Gray ;  A: 

Sir  J.  Goret  Feb  2, 1041 
Teehnieal  Education  (tee  Education,  Tnter- 

KBDIATE  AND  TbCHNICAI.) 
Univertity  Edneation  of  Boman  Catholica,  Qt. 

Mr.  Vesey  Knox,  Mr.  W.  E.  H.  Lecky ;  At. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  28,  690 
Voluntary  School  Grant 

Irith  Equivalent,  Qa.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn ;  A*. 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Feb  4,  1311 

Scotch  Equivalent,  Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A. 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Feb  4,  1312 
Voluntary   Sehoolt  (Aid  GrantJ,  Q.   Sir  C. 

DUke  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar  Jan  22,  376. 

d  Mr.  J.  Dillon;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Be!ich 

Febi,  1308.    Q.  Mr.  A.  J.  Mundella;  A. 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour  Feb  4,  1318 

(For  Debate  see  that  Title) 
Wor/miaimaet,  Irith   Schoola,  Q.  Mr.  D. 

Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  G.  BaUour  Feb  8, 1556 


Fdueation  (IvUmrmediate  and  Technical) 

Intermediate  Education  Etamt;,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr. 

R  M.  Dane ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  4, 1290 
Teehnieat  Edueaiion  (IrelandJ,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A. 

M'Hugh ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  1,  OtO 
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Edwarim,  General  Sir  J.  Bbvan,  ffythe 

CaXnm  llnrbotir  Ffb  2,  1037 


Erioted  Tenants  (Inland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  T.  HarriDgton;  Head  1° /ax  22, 
301 


Egkrton,    Hon    Alan    db  Tattos, 

Ch^..hir.,  Knut^ford  I  ^f^^         <^1»*^  T"^> 

Explosion  of   Cordite,   Woolwich  K^s^t^X  ' 
Feb  8,  1-^46  2R.  Hit  A.  K.  BolUt,  6o8,  059 ;  Mr.  T.  R. 

Bodnnan,  659  .TaM  27 
Read  2* /<M  27.  6S9 


£gj/pt  (see  Africa) 
Sleotiott  Petitions  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  Wootton  Isaticson ;  Read  !<>  Jan  22, 
299 

Order  and  Resolutions  (c.)  Jan  19,  37 

JSlementarg    Sdueation    (Arreara  qf\ 
Grants)  | 

Mr.  Humphreys-Owen    {Xotiee    of  Motion)  \ 

Jail  26,  489 
Tdx.  F.  A.  Cbanning  {Xot  icf  of  Motion)  Jau  26. 

489  I 

Elementary  Education  (PemiMlve  Bates 
Aid)BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Sir  A.  B.  Forwood ;  Read  I"  Jm  22, 

300 

Ellis,  Mr.  J.  E.,  ^oUs,  RuiihcUffe 
Business  of  the  House:  Voluntarj-  Schools 

(Aid  Grant)  Feb  2,  1068,  1069 
Ctete  Jtm  29,  79A 

Employers*  liability  (Foreign  Ship- 
owners) Amendments  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  H.  J.  B«cfcitt ;  Read  V>  Jm  26, 
516 

Employers'  Liability  fbr  Iq'nries  to 
Workmen  Bill 

e.  Intra,  Mr.  T.  Burt ;  Rend  1»  Jaa  22,  301 

Enoledow,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Kildare,  N. 
Agricultural  Expenditure,  Ireland  Jau  29, 
798 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 

Jail  22,  298' 
Queen's   Speech   Jan  21,   (Aaifu^t.)  267; 
J»H  22,  335 

EsMONDE,  Sir  T.  H.  Grattan,  Bart., 

Kerry,  W. 

Financial  Relations,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

Jan  29,  799 
lAbourerB*  Cottages,  Ireland  Jan  25,  380 
Railway  Connections,  Ireland  Ja»  26,  881 
Tralee  and  Dingle  Railway  Jan  25,  381 

EvASS,  Mr.  S.  T.,  Glamorgan,  Mid 
Unlawful  Possession  Bill,  2R.  Jan  29,  876 
Yolnntar>-  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  4,  1347, 
1348 


In  Com.  Fa  3, 1289 

Fahdell,  Mr.  T.  G.,  Paddington,  S. 
Cab  Lioenoea,  Metrbpcdis  Feb  1,  908 

FARQun  ARSON,  Dr.  R.,  Aberde«7i»hire.,  W, 
Armv  Medical  Staff  >f*  1,  926 
Children's  MetoipoIHan  Amrloms  Board  8. 
1648 

Dog  Mnnding,  Metropolis  Frb  1,  920 
Parish  CooneiUora,  Scotland  Jan  25,  39Q 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Bill,  2R.  /ViS,  1524 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  22,  343 
I     Vaccination,  Royal  Conuniaiicm  Report  Jma  26, 
494  *~  , 

Fareell,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Cavan,  W. 
Amalgamation  of  Poor  Law  Unions,  Ireland 

Feb  5,  1425,  1426 
Army  Pension,  Fitspatrick  (John)  Feb  4,  1280 
Board  of  Agriculture,  Ireland  Fd  6,  141S 
Fee  Farm  Tenants  Jan  25,  390 
Floods,  Longford  Feb  2, 1045 
Irish 

Lights  Board  Feb  1,  91.5 
JIail  Service  Feb  4,  1279 
Labourers'  Acts,  Lon^ord  Fth  5,  1426,  1427 
Land 

Commisaion  Office,  Dublin       4,  1291 
Purchase,  Longford  Jan  25,  390 
Newrv  Board  of  Guardians  Jau  28,  669 
Parochial  Board  of  Sanquhair  Feb  1,  918 
Postal 

Arrangements,  West  Cavan  Feb  1,  901 
Facilities,  Longford  Feb  b,  1419 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  21,  239  ;  Jau  26,  563 
Railwaya 
Irehuid  Jan  29,  784,  785 
Light,  Cavan  and  Leitrim  Feb  4,  1275 
Rates,  Irehuid  Feb  2,  1045 
Royal  Canal  Harbour,  Lcmgftffd  F^  4,  1275 
School  Accommodation,  Letter-Gtmnell  Fr^  6 
1426 

Supply:  Irish  Estimatea  FA  4, 1311 

Ferguson,  Mr.  R.  C.  M.,  Leith  Jturgha 
Counfy  Councillors  (Qualification  of  Women) 

(8ootiand)BUl,  Intro.  Jan  26,  487 
Financial   Relations,   Great    Britain  and 

Ireland  Jatt  21, 198 
Sa^ly  :  £798^02  for  Egyptian  GomnnMnt 
Feb  6,  1495 

Volontary  Schools  (Aid  Grant]  JV*  4, 1S67 

FERODsaoM,  Right  Hon.  Sir  James,  Bart, 
Manchester^  N.E, 
Mediterranean  Garrhon,  Brigade  of  Guarda 

Feb  4,  1277 
Qneen's  Speech  Jan  2^  622 
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TiVLH,  Admiral,  Svtsex,  Xaa&Mmme 
Naval  College,  Dartmouth  Jan  26,  407 
St.  Helena  Feb  8, 1637 

.  Sample  Post,  ButterflieB  817 
Sierra  Leone,  Importation  Ot  B^ta  8, 
1£36 

Snmily :  £798,802  tor  Egyvtiau  Gorenunent 
M  6,  IfiOO 

Field,  Mr.  W.,  Dublin,  St.  Pairick 
Army  Foreign  Heat  Sni^y  Jmt  31,  182, 188 ; 
Jan  22,  290 

Carriage  of  Animals,  Gbaond  IVaAe  Jm  22, 
289 

Baont'i  Sock  Lightship  Jan  21, 181 ;  Jmt  28, 

672 

Dublin  Port  and  Docks  BUI  Jm*  29,  794 
International  Mmetary  Conference  Jm  2fi, 

409 
Irish 

Canals  Jan  22,  289 

Lights  Board  Jan  21,  190;  Jan  22,  290; 
Jan  29,  78fi 

Mail  Sen-ice  Jem  25,  394,  S96;  Jon  26,  608 
labourers'  Cottages  (Inliuid}   Bill,  Ibitro. 

/an  25,  488  ■ 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

BiU,  2S.  Jan  27,  616 
Merchant  Shipping  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

Intro.  Jm  27,  660 
Queen's  Speech  Jm  20,  136;  Jan  21,  236; 

Jm  26,  676 
Bailvay  Bates,  Ireland  Jan  21, 190 
fioyal 

Barracks,  Dublin  Jm  29,  791 

Kavid  Beaerve  Jm  26,  608 
School  Attendance  Ireluid  Jm  22,  280 
Tenant  Bight  in  Towns  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 

Jm  27,  660 
Town  Tenants,  Ireland  Jan  26,  610 
Transit  of  Cattle  by  b'ea  Jm  26,  609 
Treaeon-felony  Prisoners  Jm  26,  609 

FinaincialRda^onf  h^wem  Oraat  Britain 
and  Irdand 
^.  Mr.  Munro  Fergoscm,  Dr.  O.  B.  Claris,  Mr. 
T.  Lough,  Sir  W.  Harcourt ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;] 
Am.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  21,  198.  Q.  Dr. 
G.  B.  Clark ;  A.  Mj.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jm  22, 
293.  Q».  Sir  W.  Dunn,  Mr.  J.  DUlon,  Mr. 
J.  J.  Clancy,  Dr.  R.  Ambrose  :  At.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour  Jan  26,  613.  Q.  Sir  T.  G.  Esmonde ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUonr  Jm  29,  799.  d  Mr. 
J.  Dillon ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUoor  2, 1067. 
Q.lSx.  D.  Hacslcese;  A.  Mr..G.  BaUoor 
J^<»8, 1546 

flNLAT,  Sib  B.  B.  (Solidfcor  General), 
Inverness  Burghs 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Bill,  2B.  Fd>  6, 1627 
Yolnntarr  Scho<d8  (Aid.  Grant)        2,  1111, 
1112;  >V»  4,1368 

FuuTNERT,  Mr,  J.  FoBTESOUE,  Yorkshire, 
W.J{.,  Shipley 
Iniuriee  to  Workmen,  Foreign  Shipowners 

Jm  28,  686 
TTnlawful  Poesession  Bill,  2K.  Jm  29,  881 
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Jitoating  I>ereliets 
VLe.  3.  0.  Macdona  {A'eties  ^  Motum)  i%6  2» 
1084 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C,  Cork,  N. 
Agricoltoral  Prices,  Ireland  Feb  2, 1035 
Chuf^  of  lATceny,  Cork  Feb  S,  1427 
Cork  Winter  Asaiees/m  25, 401,  402,  403 
Crete  Feb  2,  1053;        4.  1298,  1299;  Fti  8, 

1569,  1661 
Laoe-Fox  Estate,  t^itrim  Feb  5, 1423 
Municipal  Franchise,  Ireland  Jan  26,  499 
National  Schools,  Ireland  Feb  2,  1050,  1051 ; 

Feb  4,  1300 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  20,  126 
Voluntary  Scbools  Grant,  Irish  EqaiTalent 

Feb  4, 1311,  1312 

F01.KESTONB  Visoount,  WiUs,  Wilton 
Queen's  Speech  Jm  19,  43 

Food  Supplies,  United  Kingdom 

Mr.  H.  Seton-Karr  {Xotice  ^  UiAvm)  Feb  2, 
1038 

FOBEieH  OFFICE 

Seoretary  State— Marquess  of  SAtmBDST 
Dnder  Seoretary  of  State— Mr.  G.  N.  Ctrnzoic 

Advance  to  the  Kguptim  Oovmunent,  Q».  Mr. 

J.  Morley ;  At.  Mr.  Cnrzon  Feb  6,  1480 
Appointmenta  of  New  Comiiiereial  AttaeMi,  Qi, 

Sir  H.  Vincent,  Mr.  Gibeon  Bowles ;  A; 

Mr.  Curzon  Jm  26,  377 
At-abi  Paeha,  Qt.  Mr.  M.  Davitt,  Sir  W. 

Lawson  ;  At.  Mr.  Curzon  F^  8,  1646 
Aybitratim  Treaty  wUh  the  United  Staiety  Q. 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  2, 

1066 

Benui  Expedition,  Q,  Mr.  M.  Davitt ;  A.  Mr. 

Curzon /on  21,  188 
Bulgarian  TribtUe  and  Turkitk  Debt^  Qt.  Mr. 
Gibeon  Bowles;  Ai.  Mr.  Curzrax  Jm  21, 
184 

Conttmtinople,  Conettlar  Court  at,  Q.  Mr. 
Gib«m  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Ouiwki  Jm  26, 
501 

Conmlar  Cemrt  at  Cbnttmihifple,  Q.  Mr. 
Gibson  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Onnson  Jm  20, 

601 

Cotta  Jtica  Faciei  Case,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan 

A.  Mr.  Curzon  Jan  26,  498 
Crete,  Q.  Mr.  J.  EUis ;  A.  Mr.  Curzon  Jan  2b, 

795.   Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flyun ;  A.  Mr.  Curzon 

Feb  2.  1068.   Qt.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn,  Sir  £. 

Ashmead-Bartlett ;  A».  Mr.  Cnrcon  Feb  4, 

1298.    Qt.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn,  Sir  E.  Ash- 

mead-Bortlet,  Mr.  J.  Dillon ;  [Mr.  Speaker;] 

At.  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  8,  1669 
Duty  OH  Seotek  Serringt,  Q.  Mr.  3.  G.  Weir ; 

A.  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  i,  1039 
Egyptian  Oovemment,  Advance  to,  Qt,  Mr.  J. 

Moriey ;  At.  Mr.  Canon  Htb  5, 1480 
Maeedonta  and  Syria,  Q.  Mr.  F.  S.  Sterenson; 

A.  Mr.  Curzon  Jm  22,  276 
yew  Hebridet 

Agreement  with  France,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ; 
A.  Mr.  Curzon  Jan  21,  187 

Sale  of  Fire-armt  and  Spiritt,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F. 
Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  8, 1547 
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.  IViffer  Deite,  Liquor  Tr^fie,  Q.  Mr.  M-  Pftyitt ; 

A.  Mr.  Curzon  Jan  29,  792 
OttoMon  Publie  Debt,  Q.  Mr.  Oibion  Bowles  ; 

A.  Mr.  Carzoa  fa»  26,  490 
PgfieeiUim     Nftwitm,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith  ;  A. 

Hr.  Cor^Q  Feb  i,  1278 
Folitieal  FiitotKrt  in  Tarkey,  Q.  Mr.  F.  8. 

Stevenson ;  A.  Mr.  Carzon  Jan  22,  275 
■  Sjitief  of  Kiuiala,  Qu  Mr.  Swift  MicNeill ; 
[Mr.  SpetUnr;]  At.  Mr.  Canson  Feb  8, 
1657 

Sate  o/^tv-omt  and  Spiritt,  New  Stbridee,  Q. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan;  A.-  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  8, 
1547 

Shippittjf  Matiera  at  Antwerp,  Q.  Mr.  T.  F. 

Whittaker ;  A.  Mr.  Coraon  Feb  1,  900 
Slavery  in  .^ut^r,  Q.  Sir  J.  H.  Kennaway  ; 

A.  Mr.  Carzon  Jan  21,  195.    Q.  Mr.  J.  A. 

Pease ;  A.  Mr.  Curzon  F^  4, 1297 
fiyru*  oiiif  Maetdoma,  Q.  Hr.  F.  8.  Sterauon  ; 

A.  Mr.  Curzon  Jan  22,  276 

Parliamentary  Paper,  Q.  Mr.  X  H,  Roberts ; 

.^.  Mr.Corzon  Jan  21,  178 
Pttlitieal  Priioneri  in,  Q.  Mr.  F.  8.  Steven- 

soq;  X  Mr.  Curzon  Jan  22,  275 
2Vr*uA 

iMf  ofu2  ^u/j>ar»an  Tributs,      Mr.  Gibsoti 

Bowles ;       Hr.  Curzon  /m  21,  184 
Loanii  Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  Stanhope ;  A.ib.A.J. 
.  Balfour  Jan  29,  799 

Seform,  Qt.  Mr.  Oibson  Bowles ;  At.  Mr. 
Curzon  Jan  21,  186 
Zamibar,  Slavery  in,  Q.  Sir  J.  II.  Kennaway ; 
A.  Mr.  Curzon  Jan  21, 195.   Q.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pflue ;  A.  Mr.  Corzcot  Ftb  4, 1297 

FOBWOOD,  Right  Hon.  Sir  A.  B.,  Bart., 
Lancashire,  S.  W.,  Ormakirk 
ElementatT   Education   (Permissive  Rates 

Aid)  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  300 
Injnrus  to  Workmen  (Employan'  liability) 

Bill,  Intro.  Ftb  2, 1083 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  25,  473,  474,  476,  486 

FoBTBB,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Sviffolk,  Lotoeeiq/i 
Episcopal  Elections  Feb  4,  1312 
Sonthwold,  Dantage  by  Oales  Feb  4,  1303 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Onut)  Feb  4, 1872 

Foster,  Sir  B.  Walter,  Derbyshire, 
lUeetlim 
Anny  Medical  Staff  Jan.  39,  796 
-  Cholera  Oatlnreak,  $.b.  Nubia  Jm  22,  288 
^rish  ConnctI 
Accounts  Jm  22,  277 
Elections  FA  2, 10S6 
Fensions  (Old  Age)  Bill,  Intro.  Jan.  22, 297 
Fort  Precautions  aganiit  Diseua  /m  26,  607 
QuAtantine  FA  h,  1421 
Queen's  Speech  Jm  25, 444 
Taociiiation,  Hedioal  Offioen  FA  2, 1043 

FowLBB,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.  H.,  Wolver- 
hampUmj  £. 

Queen's  Speech  Jt»  26,  641 
.Tolnntary  Schooli  (Aid  Gxant]  FA  2,  1098, 
1099,  1100,  UOl,  U02, 1106 


Franohiia  and  Bem^Tpl  of  Wonta** 
BiitkbiUtiQs  &U 

e.  Intro.,  Si^  0.  DUke ;  Bttd  P  Jan  22,  80i 

Galloway,  Mr.  W.  J.,  ManchMisr,  S.  W. 

Hulme  Cavalry  Barracks  Feb  2,  1058 
Sanday  Closing  (Wales)  Act  (1881)'  Anuod- 
ment  BUI,       Jan  27,  645 

Gbdo^  Mr.  Stonbt,  WalsaU 
EdDcation  Aoti   Amendmeat   Bill,  liitio. 

Jan  22,  301 
Queen's  Speech  Jm  38,  428 

Obobob,  Mr.  D.  Llotd-  (see  Llotd- 
Gbobqb) 

Gibes,  Hon.  Alban  G.  H.,  J^ondon^  CUg 
ArohdeaooniT  ot  London  (Additional  Endow- 
ments) Bill,  Intro.  Jm  22,  296 

GiBBS,  Hon.  VicARY,  Herts,  St.  A^ans 
Trot^hips,  Ballasting  FA  1,  904 
Wrecky  Indian  Troopship  WarrtH  Smeimft 

Feb  1,  905 

GiLBS,  Mr.  C.  T.,  Cambridge,  Wi^ech 
Port  Office,  Four-mile  Badius  FA  2, 1033 

Gilhooly,  Mr.  James,  Cork  County^  W. 
Collision  at  Sea,  S.Jtf.  Otmboat  LmdrM  and 

ta.  Siren  Jm  28,  677 
Ul^  Trawling,  Xrish  CoaM  JW  1. 013 

GoDDABD,  Mr.  D.  F.,  Ipwnek 
Labour  Bureaux  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  290 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  FA  2, 1087 

GODBOV,  Mr.  A,  F.,  Ztdlcfermiiwttfr 
Merchandise  MaAs  Act  (1887)  Amendmait 
BUI,  2B.  Jm  27,  605 

Gold  and  Silver  Plate  lioenoet  WSi. 
0.  Intro,  Hr.H.C.KdiBidB;  Bead  ^  Jm  SS. 
802 

G0R8T,  Right  Hon.  Sib  JOHN  B. 
(Vice  I^reaident  of  the  Coimcil  oa 

Eduoatitm),  Caimbridge  UninenUg 
Berriew  School  Bill,  Intro.  FA  I,  926 
Elmentary  Schools 

Building  Grants  FA  6,  1482 

Parliamentary  Grant  Jm  26,  <9i 

Queen's  Reign  Jan  25,  387 

Wimbledon  Feb  4,  1289 
Howell's  Charity  Jan  26,  498 ;  FA  4,  1304, 

1305 

NecetfitoosSohool  Boatda  FA  2, 1068 
Pnblio.  Schooh^  Heywocd  /w>  25, 388 
Queen's  Beign,  Elementary  Schotds  Jm  25, 

387 

St.  Andrew's  School,  Willeeden  FA  2, 1043 
St.  Jade's  Schot^  Bethnal  Green       25,  3M 
School 

Acounmodatioga,  GuUetoda  FA  4,  IMS 
Buildings  FA  4, 1296 
Scienoe  and  Ax:t  QbuHv  M  2t  1043 
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GOSCHElf,  Bimr  Hon.  OBOBGE 
J.  (First  Lcffd  of  the  Admiralty), 
St.  Oeorge's,  Hanover  Square 
,  Admintlt^  CliartB  Jm  26,  402 
'  Boat  Accidents,  Boyal  Navy  /on  28,  6fifi 
CoUiritm  at  Sea,  HM,  Gmioat  Lmdrmt  and 

Siren  Jan  28,  677 
Military  Fanea  (Ibintenaaoe)  TiA  8, 1597 
Miasiiiff  Steamer,        ^  Oeorgia  J§n  28»  689 
Naval 

College,  Dartmoath  Jjm  26,  497 
Examiniiig  Boards  Jan  26,  501 
Boyal  BMenre /m  26,  A09 
Sams  of  Warahipa  Jan  26,  491 

OouRLBT,  Colonel  Sir  E.  T.,  Sufuhr^and 
Boiler  Iiupectioii  and  Begirtratiou  BilL  Intro. 

/m  22,  295 
Uflitary  Forces  (Bbintraanoe)  JRa5  8, 16ra 

Gray,  Mr.  Ernest,  WeH  ffam,  If, 
Science  aad  Art  Claaws  Feb  2,  1041,  1043 
Tolnutary  Bchoob  (Aid  Grant)  Fei  1,  1014, 
1019:  fW2. 1084 

Obesn,  Mr.  Walpord  D.,  Wedneabury 
Bating  (Places  of  Worship  and  Schools)  Bill, 
Intro.  Jan  22,  298 

Qrippith-Bobcawbi?,  Mr.  A.  S.  T.,  Kent, 
Tunhridge 
Law  of  Libel  Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  Jm  22, 
290 

Light  Locomotives  Act  (TnuHion  Engines) 
Jm  28,  668 

Telephone  Servioe,  Tonhridge  WeUs  Feb  2. 
1038,  1039 

Gbitfith,  Mr.  Ellis  J.,  AngU»ey 
Elementary  Sdiools,  Rating  Feb  8, 1550 
Fenrhyn'a  (Lord)  Qoarriea  /«»  28,  760 

Otooen*  Osrtifloates  (SMttaad)  Abolitioii 
Bill 

0.  Intn.,  Sir  J.  Leng ;  B«ad  1*  /on  36,  519 

Cftuvrda  (The)  in  the  Mediterranean 
On  Motion,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  Leave 
the  Chair :  Colond  Lockwood.  (Amendt.) 
1629;  Lord  A.  Compton,  1632:  Oiptain 
Bagot,  1635;  (J^f.)   Feb  8 

Gull,  Sir  W.  CAHSBOir,  But.»  J>Mon, 
BametapU 
Water  Snpply,  Kural  Districts  Fei  4, 1274 

Kaldane,  Mr.  K.  B.,  ffaddingUm 
Poblio  Health  (Scotland)  fiiU,  2R.  Fei  5. 1626 
Sea  Fiihaies  (Scotland)  BUI,  Intro.  F,b  8, 1689 
Voluntary  Sdiooli  (Aid  Qiant)  Febi,  1338, 
1348 

HALSBT7BY,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor) 
Queen's  Speech,  Delivered  Jm  19,  2 


HAMILTON,  Right  Hoit.  Lobd 
GEORGE  F.  (Secretary  of  State 
for  India),  Middleeex,  Ealing 

Chitral  Campaign  Medal      %  1057 

India 

Exchange  CoinpMuati<m  Jm  26, 506 
Famine 

Plague  and  Jan  21, 176, 177 ;  Jmn  22,284, 
287  ;  F^  5,  1431 

Sale  of  Silver  Jm  26,  508 
Mortality,  Central  Provinces  Fei  8, 1555 
Troops 

Egyptian  Expedition  Feb  4, 1801 
Health  of,  in  Jm  25,  397.  398 
Scurvy  Feb  2,  1052 
Madras  Infantry  R^^imenta  Jan  26,  611 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  97  ;  Jan  26,  632,  534 

Hammond^  Mr.  John,  Carlow 

Enniakillen  Fusiliers  Enlistment  Feb  5,  1427 
Tenants*  Application  las  BeinBtatement,  Car^ 
low  Jm  28»  675 

HANBURY,  Right  How.  R.  W. 
(Financial  Seeretar7  to  tiid  Trea- 
sury), Preeion 

Adjoomment  Feb  5,  1628 

Askeaton  and  Eilmallock  Abbeys  Jm  22,  270 

Australian  and  Indian  Mails  Jm  26,  404,  405 

Book  Post  Charges  Jm  29,  784 

British  Mosenm  Staff  Feb  2, 1046 

Calais  Harbour  Feb  2,  1037 

Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light  Railway  Feb  4, 1275 

Contracts  with  Foreigners  Feb  4,  1270 

Crofter  Conunisiion,  Scotland  Feb  4,  1306 

Customs  Outdoor  Officers,  Irdand  F^  4, 1295 

Edinbni^h   Univenlfy  Litanry  BnildingB 

Jan  29,  796 
Edneation  Fee  Grant,  Ireland  Jm  %%  288 
Floods,  Longford  Feb  3,  1046 
Inland  Money  Orders  Feb  6,  1429 
Kilcrea  Abbey,  Cork  Jan  28,  682 
Loans  to  Tenants,  Ireland  Feb  2, 1044 
Mail  Service 

Australian  and  Indian  Jan  26,  404,  405 

Bag  Seals  FOi  4,  1273 

Contract  Subeidiee      1,  919 

Irish  Jm  25,  393,  394,  395  ;  /m  26«  508  ; 
Jm  28.  683  ;  Feb  2,  1055  ;  FA  4, 1279, 
1280;  Feb  8, 1644,  1545 

Stomoway  JW  4, 1276 
National 

Gallery  and  British   Moseom,  Snndayi 

Feb  4,  1293 
Portrait  Qallery,  Police  Protection  Jm  29, 
782 

Netlev  Hospital  Assessment  FA  2,  1054 
Parcels  Post 

Charges  Jm  29,  783 

Switzerland  Jm  28,  666 
Postal 

Boomao,  Timerary  Jm  26, 497 

Cavan  (WesQ  Feb  1,  902 

Leitrim  (South)  Jim  26,  602 
Facilities 

Longford  Feb  5, 1419 

Bnshden  Feb  4, 1294 
Postal  and  Tdflgiaph  ServicflS,  Berenne  8, 
1636 


3TJ2 


Digitized  by 


Bia] 


{INDEX} 


[Bm 


Hakbubt,  Bigfat  Hon.  B.  W^—tont. 
Fort  Office 

Accommodation,  Thnrlai,  Tipperary  Jm  22, 

272 

Bofoombe  Feb  4, 1298 

Ebtablishments /«n  21,  174;  A»  1,  914; 
Feb  5,  1430 

Female  Gierke,  Dublin  J*n2B,  612 

L^erick  Jan  21,  178 

Savings  Bank 
Accounte  FebS,  153S 
Deposits  Ffh  4,  1271,  1272 

Sligo  Feb  1,  906 

Swansea  /"rf  4,  1274 

Troesea,  DoneKal  J"""  25,  401 
Poet  Office  Amendment  Act  (1895)  Fa  2, 1048 
Protection  of  Ancient  Monmnenta,  Ireland 

Jan  29,  798 
Fnblio  Works,  Ireland  Jan  28,  682 
Bating  of  OoTemment  Property,  London 

Feb  4, 1308 

Biver  Snck  Drainage  Jatt  26,  399 ;  Jm  26, 499 

Boyal  Canal,  Ireland  Jm  29,  790 

St.  Helena  Feb  8, 1637 

Sample  Post,  Bntterfliea  F«b  1,  918 

School  Teachers'  Pensions,  Ireland  Jan  22, 

279;  Fa2, 1049 
Sligo 

Abbey  Jm  25,  408 

Post  Office 1,  906 

Union  Jan  29,  792 
South  Kensington  Musaiun  Feb  1,  923 
Telegraph 

Facilities 

Fairriew,  Dublin  Jm  25,  407 
limerick  Jan  29,  790 

Sorica,  Ireland  Jm  22,  288 
Tetej^one 

Serrice,  Tonbridge  Wells  Feb  2,  1088, 1039 
Trunk  Line,  Cork  and  Dublin  Jm  28, 683 
Tralee  and  Dingle  Bailvay  Jm  25,  381 
l^nasnry  Loans,  bdaud  Jm  29,  787 

Habcoubt,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  William 
Vkbnon,  Monvwuthtthire,  W. 
^tish  Booth  Airica  Committee  Jm  26,  516  ; 

Jan  29,  808,  826 
Business  ol  the  House 

General  Jan  28,  780  ;  Feb  8,  1663,  1664 
VolantaiT  Schools  (Aid  Orant)  Feb  2, 1070 
Education  Bill  (Poor  School  Board  Districts) 
Jm  22,  291 

Financial  Relations,  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land Jm  21, 199 

Uerchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 
BiU,  2R.  Jan  27,  617,  618 

MiUtuy  Works  Bill  Feb  1,  1022 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Extension  to 
Women)  Bill,  2R.  Feb  3, 1226 

Penriivn's  (Lord)  Qoarries  Jm  28,  723,  750 

Qneen^s  Speech  Jm  19,  49, 54, 76,  79 ;  Jm  26, 
691 

Sunday  Clodng  (Wales)  Act  (1881)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  661 

Supply :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Government 
Feb  6,  1466,  1466,  1467,  1408,  1473,  1476, 
1606,  1518 

Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  1028 ; 
A»  2,  1112,1164,  1155;  i>A  4,  1337,  1382, 
1386,  1891,  1392,  1394,  1399,  1402,  1403, 
1404, 1408 


Hardt,  Mr.  liAtmEHCB,  Kmi,  At^ord 

Taxation  on  Clerical  Inocmes  Ftb  2, 1033 

Habbinotos,  Mr.  Tiuotht,  DubHn  City, 
Harbour 
Dannt's  Rock  lightship  Jm  22, 274 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  BiU.  Intro.  Jam  32, 

301 

Queen's  Speech  Jan  20,  148  ;  /m  31,  268  ; 
Jm  22, 305,  308,  309,  320 

Harrison  Mr.  Chablbs,  Plymouth 
iMai  Valnee  CTowns]  Assessment  BiU,  Intro. 
Jm  22,  298 

Hart  Dyke,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  W.,  B»rt. 
(see  Dykb) 

Hatblock^Allait,  General  Sir  H.  M., 
Bart.,  Durham^  S.E. 
SIHitaiy  Forces  (Maintenanoe}^«ft  8, 159L 

Healt,  Mr.  Maurice,  Cork  City 
Codification  of  Laws /on  21,  104,  195 
Consolidation  of  Irish  Acts  Jm  22,  291 
Daunt's  Rock  Lightship  Jan  22,  273,  274 ; 

Jm  26, 406 
Evicted  Tenants,  Ireland  Jm  22, 274 
Flogging  Prisoners  Jm  22,  281 
Irish  Hail  Service  Jm  26,  393 ;  /m  28,  683 
Probate  Duty  Grant,  Ireland  Jm  21,  194 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  26,  436 
Summary  Jurisdiction  (Married  Women)  Act 
J(m  22,  291 

Trunk  Telephone  Line,  Cork  and  DnUin 
Jm  28,  683 

Hbalt,  Mr.  TiHOTBT  M.,  Louth,  If, 
Agiicnltoial   land   Rating   (Ireland)  Bm 

Jm  21, 176,  176  ;  /<m  28,  687 
British  Soath  Africa  Committee  /m  30,  173 ; 

Jan  26,  615;  Jan  29,  824 
Business  of  the  House 

General  Jm  20, 122 

Supply  Jan  29, 838 

Wednesday  Sittings  Jm  22,  293 
Convicts,  Escaped  Jan  21,  189 
Drawing,  Irish  Schools  Jm  26,  382 
Educational  Endowment  (Ireland)  Act  (1866) 

Amendment  BUI,  Intxo.  Jm  86,  616;  3R. 

Jm  29,  876 

Erasmus  Smitb  Schools  Jm  32,  376 ;  Jm  38, 

673 

Industries  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  Jm  i%  884 

Irish  MaU  Service  Jm  26,  394 

Land  Law  (Inland)  Bill,  Intro.  Jm  22,  393 

Law  of  Evidence  (Criminal  Cues)  Bill  Jm  81, 
268 :  Jm  29,  874 

Loan  Fund  (Ireland)  Acts  Jm  22,  270 

Munidpal  fVanchise,  Ireland  Jm  26,  499 

Port  Charges.  Dublin  Jan  22,  279 

Queen's  Speech  Jm  19,  77;  Jm  20, 134,  136, 
147;  Jm  21,  226,  227;  Jm  22,  381,  333, 
334,  366 ;  Jm  26,  480 ;  /m  38,  663 

Street  Preaching  in  Sfigo  Jm  26,  499 

Unlawtnl  P««eBBion  ^  8R.      S3, 698 
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Hbatoit,  Mr.  J.  Henniker,  Canierbuty 
Australian  and  Indian  Mails  Jan  26,  404,  405 
Book  Post  ChargeB  Jan  29.  783 
Mail  Contract  Snlmdieii  Fei  1.  919 
Fared  Foat  ChargeB  Jan  29,  783 
Fort  Offiee  Savings  Bank  Dopoaita  feb  4, 1271, 
1272 

Heddbbwick,  Mr.  T.C.  H.,  WickSurgha 
Liqnor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland)  Bill, 

]bitro.  Jan  22,  298 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  22,  34S 
Voltmtaiy  Sdux^  Giant  (Scotch  EquiTalent) 

m 4, 1S13 

Hemphill,  Bight  Hon.  Serjeant  C.  H., 
Tyrone,  If. 

Qoaan*!  ^eech  Jan  21,  222 ;  Jan  26,  S78 

Hickman,  Sir  A.,  Wolverlutmpton,  W. 
Working  Men's  Uwellings  (Mo.  2)  Bill,  Intro. 
Feb  4, 1416 

Hicks  Beach,  SirM.  E.,  Bt.  (see  Beach) 

HoBHOUSE,  Mr.  H.,  Somerset,  E. 
Local  Government  Act  (1894)  Amendment 

BiU,  Intro.  Jan  27,  659 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1, 1010 


HoGAN,  Mr.  J.  F.,  lipjierary.  Mid 

Anrtralian   Colonies,   Federal  ConTention 
Jan  22,  271 

British  Mnseom  Staff  Feb  2,  1016 

Cotta  Rita  ratket  Case  Jan  *26,  498 

Emigrants'  Information  Office  Jan  26,  503 

Fiji  Ffb  8,  1666 

New  Hebridee 
Agreement  with  France  Jan  21,  187 
Sue  of  Fire-arms  and  Spirits  in  Ftb  8, 1547 

Kdrtolk  Island  Jan  21, 187 

Postal  Arrangement^  Bounue,  Tipperary 
Jan  26,  497 

Fost  Office  AccommodatioD,  Thorles,  Tippe- 
rary Jan  22, 272 

Qneen's  Diamond  Jabilee,  Visit  of  Colonial 
Premiers  Fd>  I,  924 

Unification  of  Time  at  Sea  Jan  21, 191 

Western  Anstralia  Feb  2, 1066 

Holland,  Hon.  L.  R.,  Tower  IlatnUts, 
Bow  and  Brondey 
Vaccination  Officers*  Fees  Feb  1, 923 

HOXE  DEFABTKEHT 

Secretary  <A  State — Sir  M.  W.  Eidlet 
Under  Secretary  of  State — Mr.  Jbsse  Collikgs 

Armenian  Refvgte  Killed  in  London,  Q«.  Sir  W. 

lAWBon,  Mr.  J.  O'Kelly ;  At.  Sir  Matthew 

White  Ridley  Jan  28,  667 
Seffatt  Trrtile  Trade;  Fine*,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ; 

A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Eidlw  Ft*  2, 1034 
Snrial  Fm,  Ulvartton,  Q$.  Mr.  J.  C.  Williams ; 

M.  Bir  Uatthew  Whitfl  BuUey  Jan  21,  173 


ROMS  I>SFARTM£NT—&mi. 

Cab  lieeneei,  Matropolvt,  Q.  Mr.  T.  G.  Fardell ; 

A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Feb  1,  908 
GMtmiUab  to  Atiitet,  Q;  Mr.  A.  O'Connor ; 

Am.  Sir  Matthew  White  XUdl^  Jan  25,  396 
Senaeroiu  Tradet,  Q.  Mr.  R.  McKenna;  A. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Jan  26,  386 
Escaped  Conviett,  Q:  Mr.  M.  Davitt,  Mr.  E.  H. 

Pickersgill,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  M. 

Healy,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  Ag.  Sir  Matthew 

White  Ridley  Jan  21,  18B 
Experimenta  on  Living  AnimaU,  Qa.  Mr.  Swift 

MaoMeill :  {Mr.  Speaker ;]  Aa.  Sir  Matthew 

White  Bidley  Feb  4,  1287.  Q.  Mr.  Swift 

MacNeiU ;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 

Feb  6,  1431 

Faetoriea  and  Worhhopa  Act  (FartieuUrt  See- 

tiMiJ,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  r        Sir  Matthew 

White  Ridley  Feb  6, 1422 
Factory  Acta,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  Matthew 

White  Ridley  Jan  21,  184 
Flogging  Priaonera,  Qn.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Mr. 

M.  Healy,  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Sir  W.  lamon. 

Sir  J.  F.  Leese,  Mr.  U.  E.  Kearley ;  A:Bix 

Matthew  White  Ridley  Jan  22,  280 
Foundry  Wot  lera,  Q.  Mr.  J.  MciUllop;  -4.  Sir 

Matthew  White  Eidloy  Jan  26,  494 
Houaebreaking,  LirerpMl  Aaatzea,  Q.  Mr.  H. 

Seton-Earr ;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Bidley 

Jan  28,  664 
Impoaition  of  Finea  on  Worknten,  Qi.  Mr.  G.  W. 

Wolff,  Mr.  J.  Samuel;  As.  Sir  Matthew 

White  Ridley  Jem  25,  409 
Itiebriatea,  Q.  Mr.  Lees  Knowlee ;  A.  Sir 

Matthew  Wliite  Ridley  Feb  4, 1287 
Injuries  to  Workmen,  Foreign  ShipoKnera,  Q. 

Mr.  J.F.Flannery;  ^.  Sir  Sbttbew  White 

Ridley  Jan  28,  685 
Inaanity,  Qa.  Mr.  F.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Vesey  Knox ; 

At.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Feb  4,  1282 
ilamlaughler  at  Maneheatcr,  Q.  Mr.  C.  E. 

Schwann ;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 

Feb  2,  1039 

Midwive^  Jtegtatration,  Q.  Mr.  C.  £.  Schwann ; 

A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  .F^  4,  1270 
mil  AocidetU,  Batley,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Jan  29,  794 
Oil  Lamp  Aeeidenta,  Q.  Captain  Donelan ;  A. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Jan  29,  793 
Fat/ntettt  of  Common  Jurort,  Q.  Mr.  Uoyd* 

Morgan;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridl^ 

Feb  1,  914 

rriaoneri'  Froperiy   Fund,   Q.  Mr.  E.  H. 
Pickersgill ;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 

Feb  4,  1309 
Friaona 

Northampton,  Adrertisementa,  Q.  Mr.  H. 
Labouchere;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White 
Ridley  Feb  8, 1643 

OJleert'  Inttntetion,  Q.  Mr.  E.  H.  Pickers- 
gill; A.  Sir  Matthew  Whit«  Bidley 
Jan  28,  671 

Viaiting  Conimitteea,  Qa.  Mr.  E.  H.  Pickers* 
gUl;  Aa.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
Jan  28,  670 

Privilege  Gti  Syatem,  Q.  Mr.  T.  Lon^ ;  A. 

Sir  Matthew  White  lUdley  J<i»  2fi,  396 
Shatlle  Onardey  Q.  Hr.  C.  £.  Schwann;  A. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Jan  22.  284. 

Q.  Sir  J.  I^g;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White 

Bidley  Jan  26, 879.    Q.  Mr.  a  E.  Schwann  ; 

A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Bidley  Jan  38. 688 
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SOAfS  DEPASTMXyT— cant. 
Tretuon-felwty  PrUeturi 
I>uf^  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  ^.  ffir  Matthew 

White  Ridley  Jm  28,  667 
FethanUme  and  Ftttnagmy  Q,  Mr.  W.  Held ; 
A.  Sir  Matthew  Vndta  Bid^  Jan  26, 
609  ' 
Wool  Smiitta,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Sir  Matthev 
White  Ridley  /«»  28,  664 

HoPKiHSOS,  Mr.  A.,  WUts,  Crxeklade 
Volimtary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  1007 

Howell,  Mr.  W.  T.,  Denbigh  Bwougha 
Sunday  Cloeing  (Wales)  Act  (1881)  Araei^- 
metit  Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  656,  658 

HowoETH,  Sir  H.  H.,  Saljm-d,  S. 
British  South  Africa  Committee  Jan  29,  820 
Qoeea'a  Speech  Jan  22,  CAmendt,)  359,  362, 
366,368;  7«i2fi,429 

HoziER,  Mr.  J.  H.  C,  Lanarkshire,  S. 
Jury  Service,  Yeomanry  Offioen  Jatt  26,  600 

^UMPHBBYS-OwEX,  Mr.  Abthoe  C, 

Montffomery 
Elementary  Education  (Amars  of  Qnuits) 
JttH  26,  489 

Howell's  Charity  Jan  26,493:  Feb  4.  1304. 
1305 

Voluntary  Schoola  (Aid  Grant)  F^i.  2,  1121 

HuTTOs,  Mr.  A.  E.,  Fori.,  JT.  JZ.,  Aforley 
Elementary  SchoOlfl  (Boildinit  QrantBl  JfU  6. 

1432  - 
St.  Jude'»  School,  Bethnal  Green  Jan  26,  386 

School 

Accommodation,  Caatleton  Ftt  4, 1808 
Buildings  Feb  4,  1295 

ImperuU  Defence  Act  1888  (Ports  and 
Coaling  Stations ) 
Account  Pres.  (f.)  Feb  1,  900 

IHDU 

Secretary  of  State— Lord  G.  Hakiltos 
Under  Secretary  of  State— Earl  of  Oxslow 

Chiirnl  Campaign  3tedal,  Q.  Mr.  A,  M.  Brook- 
lield  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton  Feb  2,  1057 

^uptiaa  Expedition,  Indian  Tnopt,  Qt.  Mr. 
T.  R.  Buchanan ;  Aa.  Lord  O.  Ounilton. 
Mr.  Powell- Williams  Feb  4, 1301 

Exchange  Compnttaiion,  Q.  Sir  H.  8.  King ; 
A.  I»rd  G.  Hamilton  Jan  26,  606. 

Eraitk  of  Trvopg  in  India,  Qm.  Colonel  Lock- 
wood,  Mr.  C.  J.  Darling,  Major  Bascfa ;  A: 
Lord  G-  Hamitton  Jan  25,  397 

Indian 

Artillery  and  Engineet-t,  CadeU,  Q.  Sir  H.  S. 

King;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  2, 1040 
Famine 

Mortalitjf,  Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbnrn:  A. 
Lord  O.  Hamilton  Ftb  fl,  1431 


iyDIA~~oani. 
Indian — cont. 
/itmirw— coat. 

Plague,  and,  Qs.  Mr.  T.  Lough,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Clark,  Mr.  G.  Lambert,  Mr.  J.  CWld- 
well,  Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean ;  Aa.  Lord  O. 
Hamilton,  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Ur. 
A.  J.  Balfonr  Jan  21,  176.    Qt.  ^ 
A.  R.  Scoble,  Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean;  Am. 
Lord  G.  HamUtcm  Jan  22,  284 
£elie/  3feaaurea,  Q».  Lord  Kinnsird  ;  [Ota- 
Earl  of  Northbrook.  Lord  Wenlock, 
Earl  of  Kimberley ;]  At.  Earl  of  OmIow 
Fa  1,  886.   Q.  Lord  Kinasinl ;  A. 
Earl  of  Onslow  F,b  6,  1529 
SaU  of  Silver,  Q.  Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean  ;  A. 
Lord  G.  I^unilton  Jan  26,  607 
Maila,  AuttraUan  and^  Qa.  Mr.  Hemiikar 

Heaton;  Am,  S&.  ^buy  Jm  S5,  4M 
Tnopa 

Egyptian    Expedition,    Qt.    Mr.   T.  B. 
Buchanan;  Aa.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Fowall-Willtaau  FA  4, 1301 
Safrvjf,  Q.  Sir  C.  IMUn;  A,  Lord  G. 
Hamilton  Fib  2, 1062 
Madraa  Infantrjf  Rtgimenta,  Q.  Sir  H.  S.  ^im ; 

A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton  Jan  26,  filO 
Mortalitij,  Central  Indian  Procinet*,  Q.  Mr.  M. 
Davitt ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton  Feb  8, 1666 

India  ( St^rannuation  AUowance ) 
Addressfor  Copy  Correspondence  regarding  Su- 
perannuation Allowance  of  Major-Genenl 
Sir  Owen  Tndor  Bume  (/.)  Jan  19,  36 
Retam  Pres.  («.}  Jm  19, 120 

Indoftrial  and  Prorident  and  Incor- 
porated BnUdins  SoeiatiM  (Parehaae 
of  Fee  Biinple)Bai 
e.  Intro.,  Mr.  F.  A.  Channing ;  Bead  1"  /w  27. 
660 

Indortries  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Read  1'  Jan  29,  884 

Ii^'nries   to    Torkmen  (Employers* 
XiabUitsr)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Sir  A.  Forwood  ;  Read  I"  Ft*  2, 1083 
Insanity  (see  Ldnacy) 

IntoxicatUs  ( Sale  qf) :  nouses  oj  Pariitt- 
ment  (see  Parliahkmt  :  CktHMoxSi 
subheading  Mitedkuuous) 

lEELAKD 

Lord  Lieutenant — Earl  Cadooah 
Chief  Socretary— Mr.  G.  W.  BALrorm 
Lord  Chancellor — Jjotd  Abrwciimb 
Attorney  General— Mr.  J.  ArEtKBOii 
Solicitor  General— Mr.  W.  Kkxht 

Agricultural 

Dittreaa   fWeatptn-t    VnionJ,   Qa,    Dr.  R. 

Ambnws,  Mr.  M.  Da\-itt,  Mr.A.O'Coiuiar; 

Aa.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  Jan  21, 174 
ExaemUtrnt,  Q.  Mr.  En^edow;  A.  Mr  O. 
.  Balfour  Jan  29, 798 
iVi«i,  On.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh,  Mr.  J.  C. 

Flynn;  Am.  Hr.  O.  BaUoor  JM  S,-IOU 
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IRELAND— ami. 

J^rieuUural  J.anA  Xaiinff  f Ireland/  Sill,  Q*. 

Mr.  T.  M.   Healy,  Mr.   Vesey  Knox; 

A$.  Mr.  6.  Balfour /on  28,  687 
Jfirieultural  Satintf  £iU,    Qt.   Mr.   T.  M. 

Healy ;  Aa.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUour  Im  21, 175 
Amahpttatiait      JWr  Lme  Vnvmt^  Qg.  Mr. 

J.  P.  Vama;  A:  Mr.  G.  Balionr  Fei  6, 

U26 
Amif  . 

Cmtracts,  Q.  Hr.  P.  A.  M'Hngh;  A.  Mr. 

PoweU-Willianu/imSS,  788 
Fortign  Meat  Suppiy,  0.  Captain  Don  elan, 
Mr.  W.  Field;  Ai.  Mr.  PoweU-WiUiama 
yon  21,  182.    Qk.  Captain  Donelan;  As. 
Mr.  Fovell-WilliamB  Ian  26,  406 
Aikeaton  and  Xiltaalhek  Abbryt,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A. 

O'Ktwfle  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Ian  22,  270 
B4eiM  Trade  IHtpute,  Waierjbrd,  Qg.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien;  {Mr.  Speaker;]   At.  Mr.  6. 
Balfonr  Ittn  26,  904 
Sttfait 

Board  ^  Otm-iuuu,  Q.  Mr.  M.  McCartan ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Ian  25,  301 
Lough,  Training  Ship,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A. 

Mr.  Au0ten  ChAmberlain  Ian  29,  789 
Mtitgrate   SUfrt  PoUre  Ban-ackt,   Q.  Mr 

G.  W.  Wolff  ;  A.  Mr.     BaUour  leb  4, 

1307 

Tejriile  Trada,  Fines,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A. 
Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Fob  2,  1034 

BehiuUet  Vitim,  Diitrtaa  in,  Q.  Mr.  D.  CriUy ; 

A.  Mr.  O.  fialibur  Ian  26,  403 
Soardfif 

Agrimimre,  Q.  Sb.  J.  P.  Fatrell;  A.  Mr. 
G.  Balfour  Fei  S,  1418 

Guardiant,  Xncry,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  ; 
A.  Mr.  0.  Balfour  Ian  28,  669.    Q.  Mr. 
P.  A.  M'Hugh;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour 
Ian  29,  787 
Bog  Slide,  Seny,  Q.  Mr.  Jamee  Eoche ;  A.  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  Ian  28,  668 
Canah,  Q.  tltt.  W.  Fifdd ;  A.  Mr.  J,  Atkinson 
/oil  22.  289 

Carlmc  Cnmty,  Tananfa  Applieatitm  /i,r  Rf- 

imtatrmmt,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Hammond  ;  A.  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  Ian  28,  675 
Ctr»tlrpolfard  Petty  Sessiotia,  Q.  Mr.  R.  M,  Dane ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  6,  1423 
C^Uholie  Cniviraitff,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh; 

A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Feb  I,  925 
Cattle,  TVoHtit  of,  by  /iea,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ; 

A.  Mr.  O.  BaUour  Ian  26.  509 
Caran  and  Leitrim  Light  Sailtrag,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P. 

Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy  Febi,  1276 
Caran  (Wett),  FMtal  AtratigemenU,  Q.  Mr. 

J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  1,  901 
Charge  of  Larttny,  Cwk,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flyna  ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  6,  1427 
Cttil   Servioe  Betiremmt,   Dittriet  Lunatic 

Aatflmns,  Q,  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane ;  A.  Mr.  G. 

Balfour       25,  386 
Cl*ra  Cbunig,  Gocernmmt  Valuation,  Q.  Mr. 

T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Atkinaon  Ian  22, 

276 

Codification  Law*,  Qt.  Mr.  M.  Healy  :  A$. 
Sir  M.  Uieki  BflMh,  Mr.  J.  Atkmion 21, 
194 

Cmgtttai  IHttrieta  BoanL,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A. 
M'Hogh  i  A.iSx.Q.  fidfoDT  /m  26, 888 


IXELAJflt—cmt 
Connemara 

JHitreiu  in,  Q.  Mr.  W.  O'Mollfiy ;  A.  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  Ian  26,  386  - 
Fvieliotii,  Q.  Mr.  W.  O'Malley  ;  A.  Mr.  O. 
Balfour  Feb  2,  1036 
Cotiw/idation  of  Iriah  Acta,  Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy  ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  Ian  22,  291 
Cork 

Chatgt  of  Larceny,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn  ;  A, 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Fei  6,  1427 
J>ublin  and.  Telephone  Trunk  Line,  Q.Mr.M 

Healv ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Ian  28,  683 
Lllrgal  brawling,  Qa.  Captain  Donelan,  Mr. 

P.  J.  Power;  Aa.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  8, 

1569 

Kilerea  Abbey,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner ;  A.  Mr.  Han* 

boiy  Iw  28,  682 
Qwn/a  CMleye,  Q.  Mr.  Veeey  Knox ;  A.  Mr. 

G.  Balfonr  Feb  4,  1306 
2tail*caya,  Q.  Dr.  Tbnnw ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  Balfour 

Ian  28,683 

Wiw^fT  Aaaixea,  Qi.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn,  Mr. 
Swift  MacNeiU;  [Mr.  Speaker  ;]  Aa. 
Mr.  J.  Atkinson  Ian  25,  401 

Cuttoma  Outdoor  Oncers,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ; 
A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  4,  1294 

DaantU  Boeh  Lightahip,  Qk.  Captain  Dtmelan, 
Mr.  W.  Fidd:  Aa.  Mr.  Akers-Douglae 
Ian  21,  181.  Qa.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  T. 
Harrington  ;  A».  Mr.  Ritchie  Ian  22,  273. 
Qa.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Captain  Donelan ;  Aa, 
Mr.  Ritchie  lau  25,  405.  Qi.  Mr.  W.  Ileld, 
Captain  Donelan ;  At.  Hr.  Ritchie  /«i  28, 
672 

jyp0r<fffwM  ^  Rupert  to  Inland,  Q.  Mr.  J. 

Daly ;  A.  Hr.  O.  BaUour  Feh  2, 1062 
JHttrett 

Belmullrt  I'nioii,  Qa.  Mr.  D.  Crilly  ;  Aa.  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  403 ;  Jan  28,  681 
Connemara,  Q.  Mr.  W.  O'Malley;  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  Ian  25,  385 
Donegal fWetterHj,  Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  SuIIiTan ;  A. 

3.  Atkinson  Jan  22,  282.    Q.  Mr.  T.  D. 

SaUivan;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Ian  26, 

504 

Ireland  fWeat  of),  Q.  Mr.  D.  CriUy ;  .4.  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  Jatt  28,  681 
Liafotcel  Union,  Q.  Mr.  M.  Austin ;  A.  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  .fV^  8,  1541 
Wetfport  Union,  Qa.  Dr.  R.  Ambrose,  Mr. 
M.  DaTitt,  Hr.  A.  O'Connor;  At.  Mr. 
J.  Atkinson  Ian  21,  174.   Qa.  Dr.  R. 
Ambrose,  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane  ;  At.  Mr.  G. 
]}alfonr /Vi  4,  1284 
Diatrict  Lunatie  Atylvma,  Civil  Serriee  Bftire^ 
went,  Q.  Mr.  R,  M.  Dane;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four Jan  25,  386 
IMviaional  Poliee    Commiaaionert,  Q.   Mr.  D. 

Macaleeae ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  4, 1281 
Dog  Liemeei,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  U. 

SaUomFeb  1,  909 
Donegal 

Dittrua  in,  Weitem,  Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Solliran  ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Atidnson  Jan  22,  282.   Q.  Mr. 

T.  D.  SulUvan;  A.  Hr.  G.  BaUoor 

Ian  26,  604 
J«Nfw       SMHgt,  Q.  Hr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A. 

Hr.  Brodrick       2,  1063.    Q.  Hr.  P. 

O'Brien ;  A,  Hr.  FDwell-WiUiwns  Feb  8, 

1636 
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Petty  Sesiiont,  Q».  Mr.  Swift  UacNfliU ;  At. 

Mr.  G,  BaUour  Feb  4,  1284 
Foat  OffUe,  TVomm,  Q.  Mr.  Swift  MacNdll ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbary  Jan  25,  401 
RaUwau  Sxtennotu,  Q.  tb.  VewT  Knox; 
A.  lib.  O.  BaUbnr  iM  4. 1309 
JOrawiag,  Irigk  SehooU,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Heoly  ; 

A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Jan  25,  382 
Ihihlm 

Cori  aud,  Telep/wne  Trunk  Line,  Q.  Mr,  M, 

Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbaiy  Joh  28,  683 
GrangfjfortMin  Fi^ott,  Qi.  Mr,  J,  L.  Carew, 

Mr.  P.  O'Briea;  Ai.  Mr.  G.  Balfour 

Jam  25,  383 
Land  Ommiuion  Offies,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.FaneU ; 

A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  f>d  4,  1291 
iWirt-,  ffitwwff  /brw,  e.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  2,  1041 
Fort  Charget,  Qm.  Mr.  T.  JL  Healy.  Mr. 

J.  L.  Carew ;  M.  Mr.  J.  Atldosou  Jan  22, 

279 

iW  Q/)?**  />/«Bfc  Cfc/-i<r,  Q.  Mr.  J.  J.  Clancy ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jam  26.  512 
]t»!/ai  Jtarraeki,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field;  Mr. 

Powdl-WUliams  Jan  29,  791 
Tdtgrttph  FaetUliee,  Fairvieic,  Q.  Mr.  J.  J. 
Clancy ;  A.  Mr.  Hinbury  Jat  25, 407 
7>«A/i(»  P»>t  and  Docks  Bill,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Held; 

-4.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  29,  794 
Fdiifolion 

Fee  GriHt,  Q.  Mr.  Veaey  Knox;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Jan  22,  282 
Satitmal  Board  of,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  391 
Technical,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M*Hngh;  A,'i5x.(i. 

Balfour  Feb  1,  910 
EnuiMkUkn  Fueilier^,  Enli*tnwnf,  Q.  Mr.  J. 
Hammond  ;  A.  Mr.  Powell- WUUams  Feb  5, 
1427 

£raim¥i  Smith  SciooU,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ; 
A.  Mr.  J.  AtkinBon  Jan  22,  276.  Q.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  ili.  G.  Balfour  Jan  28, 

fi73.  <i'.  Mr.  Amold-Foreter,  Mr.  W. 
JohuKton  ;  Mr.  O.  Balfour  4,  1302 
F.i  ii-trd  TeitaiUt,  <Ji.  Captain  Donelau,  Mr.  J. 
Dillon;  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  /aw  21,  179. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healv:  A.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson 
./««  22,  274.  ye.  Mr.  W.  Abrabam  (Corit), 
.Mr.  J.  Dillon.  Captain  Donelan ;  A:  Mr.  G. 
Balfour  Feb  8,  1537 

(iMiMrtrtairt,  Q.  3Ir.  W.  O'Mallev ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  Balfour  /cA  2,  1036 

e.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh  ;  A.  Mr.  0. 
Balfour  Feb  5,  1419 
F'lir  Jtenf 

AgrcfineHtMf  Q.  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane :  A.  Mr.  G. 

Balfour      5,  1425 
AppfieatioHi',  M(magh<m^  Qx.  Mr.  J.  Daly, 

Sir.  &I.  ^(cCartan ;  A,.  Mr.  G.  Balfour 

Jan  25,  384  I 
F.T  Farm  TeiMutt,   Li/iigford,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  i 

FHrrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  390  i 
Fumiicittl  ReUuiont  beltceen  Great  Britain  and  j 

Jtelaml  (see  that  Title) 
FiuH-r   Jtijle  Range,   Donegal,    Q.    Mr.  P. 

O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  2,  1063. 

V.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  ^.  Mr.  PoweU-Willianu 

Feb  i,  1536 

ieoHt. 


/Wf,  Longford,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fartdl ;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  i^oi  2,  1045 
Govei'ntnmt   Valuation,  Chtv,  Q.  Mr.  T.  X 

Healy ;  A,  Mr.  J.  AtkinBon  Jan  22,  S76 
Grangegomum  Friton,  Dublin,  Q$.  "itx.  J.  L 

Carew,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  Aa.  B£r.  G.  Balfour 

/an  25,  383 

Givat  Northern  Railtoag  Company  of  Ireland^ 

Q:  Mr.  D.  Maoaleese,  Mr.  W.  Johnston ; 

A:  Mr.  Sitchie  Feb  \,  911.    Qu  Mr.  J. 

Duly;  At.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  2,  1047 
Barte  Srtedin^,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hngfa ;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  388 

Cork,   Q*.  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  P.  J. 

Power;       Mr.  G.  Balfour  J^i  8,  1559 
Irish  Ooatt,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  Gilbooly,  Captain 

Donelan,    Colonel  Waring  ;   At.  Mr. 

Macartney,  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  1,  913. 

Q.  Colonel  Waring;  A.  Mr.  G.  BaUonr 

Fa  2, 1056 

Intermediate  Edaeation  Examt.,  Q.  Mr.  R.  IL 

Dane;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfonr  ^(•A  4,  1290 
Irith-epmking  Wiinettet,  Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  Power ; 

At.  Mr.  G.  Balfonr /an  25,  403 
Judicial  Rmti,  Qi.  Captain  Donelao,  Mr.  M. 

McCartan ;  At.  Mr.  J.  Atkinmi  Jam  31, 

180 

Kerry  Caitntif 
Bog  Slide,' Q.  Mr.  Jame*  Roche ;  A.  Mr.  G 

Balfonr  Jan  28,  668 
irarden  Ettate,  Qs.  Mr.  J.  Dillon;  M.  Mr. 
G.  Balfour  Feb  1,  915 
Kilerea  Abbey,  Cork,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner  ;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Jan  2S,  682 
Labaurert 

Aeft,  Longford,  Qi.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Am. 

Mr.  G.  Balfonr  Feb  5, 1426 
Allotmmtt,  Q*.  Mr.  M.  Davitt ;  Am.  Mr.  G. 

Balfour       8.  1554 
CoUaaet,  Q.  Sir  T.  O.  Esmonde ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour  ./om  25,  380 
Limd 

Comaiiition 

Buchanan  v.  Ooicrll,  0.  Mr.  R,  M.  Dane  ; 

A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  iflA  1.  921 
Leitrim,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M*Hugb  ;  A.  Mr. 

G.  Balfour  /<i<t  28,  673 
OJire,  Dublin,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FamU;  A. 
Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  4,  1291 
Futxhttw,  Lonnford,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU  ; 

^.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jmn  25,  390 
Sui-a>mmiarioner»,  Q.  Mr.  M.  McCartaa ;  A, 
Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  890 
Law-Fox  Ettate,   Leitrim,   Qi.   Mr.  P.  A. 
M'Huffh,  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn;  [Mr.  Speaker  :1 
At.  Mr.  J.  AtkioBOiL  Ftb  £,  1423 
LeUrim 

Evietiam,  Q.  Hr.  P.  A.  U'Hagh  ;  A.  Ur.  G. 

Balfonr  Feb  S,  1419 
Land  Commiiuim,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hngh  ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  28,  673 
Latie-Fox  Eetafe,  Q».  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hngll, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn;  [Mr.  Speaker;]  At, 

Mr. 'J.  Atkinson  Feb  5,  1423 
Road  Contract*,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M*Hngh;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  5,  1422 
Swth,   Btriai  Arrangementt,  Q-  Mr.  J. 

Tnlly  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26,  502 
LifHted  Famibnim-t,  Q.  Mr.  D.  Grillr ;  ^.  Mr 
G.  BatUour      28, 688 
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ZigkC  Sailwayt,  Q.  Dr.  B.  AmbroM ;  A.  tit. 

Q.  Balfour  Ftb  8,  16i6 
ZiffhU  Board,  Q.  Ur.  W.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 

DouglM  /a»  21, 190.    Qi.  Mr.  W.  Field  ; 

[Mr.  Speaker;]  At.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson.  Mr. 

Ritchie  Jm  22,  290.   Q.  Mr.  W.  field; 

A.  Ur.  Bitohie  Jan  39,  788.    Qi.  Mr. 

J.  P.  Farrell,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  At.  Mr. 

Ritchie  Feb  1,  91S 
LiffhUhip,  Daunfi  Rock,  Q%  Captain  Donelan, 

Mr.  W.  Field;  At.  Mr.  Akers-Douglas 

Ian  21,  ISI.   Qt.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  T. 

Hurtingttoi ;  At.  Mr.  Ritcbie  Jan  22,  273. 

0$.  Ur.  U.  Healy,  Captain  Donelaa ;  At. 

Ur.  Ritchie 2S,  406.   Qf.  Mr.  W.  Field, 

Captain  Donelan ;  At.  Ur.  Ritchie  Jm  28, 

672 
Limeriek 

City,  Pottal  FacilUiet,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Keefte  ; 

A-  Ur.  Hanbnry  Jtin  29,  790 
MilUarg  JBarraekt,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Eeeffe  ; 

A.  Mr.  Brodriok  /<»  22,  280 
Tott  Ojnee,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Eeeffe;  A.  Ur. 
Haabary  Jtut  21,  171 
Zittowel  Union,  Dittrett  in,  Q.  Mr.  M.  Austin  ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  fVA  8,  1541 
Loan  Fund 

AetM,  Qi.  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane,  Mr.  T.  U. 

Healy;         Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  Sir  U. 

Hicks  Beach  Jan  22,  269 
£ Mnf,  Of.  Ur.  Swift  UacKeill,  Mr.  A. 

O'Connor;  A».  Ur.  J.  Atkinion  Jm  21, 

191 

Ztfffiis  to  Tenanli,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  U'Hogfa;  A. 

Ur.  Uanbury  Feb  2,  1044 
Zora^  Goeerninmt,  Q.  Mr.  J. O'Connor ;  A.'Mx. 

G.  Balfoar  Feb  \,  922 
Londonderry  Corporation  Stoek,  Qs.  Mr.  Veeey 

Knox;  A*.  Ur.J.  Atkinson  i«5  4,  1806; 

Fti  8, 1549 

Fee  Farm  Temmtt,  Q.  Ur.  3.  P.  Panell ;  .<i. 

Mr.  a.  Balfour       25,  890 
Floodt,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 

bury  Feb  2,  1045 
Labourert'  Aeft,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  P,  Farrell ;  At. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  JVA  5,  1426 
7^rf  Purehate,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A. 

Mr.  O.  Balfour  Jan  25,  390 
Pottat  Faeilitiet,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  ^. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  6. 1419 
JZo^of  Oijia/  ffot-AoMi-,  Q.  Ur.  J.  P.  Farrell ; 

A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  4,  1276 
School  Aceotnmodation,  Letter- Guiwll,  Q.Mr. 

J.  P.  FarreU  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  6, 

1426 

Mail  Setrice,  Q».  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  J.  Dillon, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  W.  Field,  Mr.  P.  J. 
Power,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  [Mr.  Speaker  ;J 
At.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26,  393.  Q.  Mr.  Jf. 
Healv  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  28,  683.  Qt. 
Mr.  j.  P.  FarreU,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  [Mr. 
Speaker;]  At.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  4,  1279 

UaiU,  h-i,h,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury Jan  26,  508.  Q,  Mr.  J.  L.  Carew ;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbury  2,  1055.  Q*.  Mr.  James 
Roche,  Captain  Donelan,  J5x.  Vesey  Knox ; 
At.  Ur.  Hanbury  Feb  8, 1644 

MidieiM  CuUraet,  Mnllingar  l/nion,  Q.  Ur.  J. 
ToUy ;  A.  Ur.  G.  Balfour  Jan  26, 602 
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unitary  Barraekt,  Limtriek,    Q.  Ur.  F.  A. 

O'Keefle;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  /<m  22,  280 
Militia,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A,  O'Koefle ;    ^  Ur. 

Powell- WiUuuoB  Jan  28,  677 
Jf una;  Aon 

Atf  Sent  AppKeatioiUf  Qf.  Ujr.  J.  Daly, 
Ur.  U.  UcOartan ;  At.  Ur.  G.  fiaUbor 

/an  26,  384 
Newblitt  Court'hotue,  Q.  Mr.  D.  Macaleese; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  4,  1298 
Sauitary  Accommodation,  Clontt,  Q.  Mr.  D. 

Maealeesa;  A.  Ur.  G.  Balfour  Feb  S, 

1426 

rMMMtfl*  Soldinft,  Q.  Ur.  J.  Daly;  A.  Ur. 

G.  Balfour  Jif*  2,  1052 
Moun(;oy  Prison,  Bealth  of  Pritoner,  Q.  Mr. 

P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  1.  908 
Muliinyar  Union,  Medieine  Contract,  Q.  Mr.  J. 

TuUy ;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Jan  26,  602 
Muaieipat  Franchite,  Qf.  Ur.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr. 

J.  C.  Flynn ;  At.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  26, 499 
KaticmU 

Board  of  Edueatilm,  Q.  Ur.  P.  O'Krien :  A. 

Ur.  G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  391 
SekooU,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn;  At.  Mr.  G. 

Balfour  Feb  2,  lOSO ;  Fa  4,  1300 
Xetcbtiu  CoHrt-houte,  Monayhan,  Q.  Mr.  D. 

Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  4,  1298 
Iftwry  Board  ^  Onmdtaiu,  Q,  Mr.  J,  P. 
Funrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  28,  669. 
g.  Mr.  P.  A.  U'Hugh;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour 
/«•  29,  787 

Fttupe7-s,  Deportation  of,  to  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  J. 

Daly;  A.  Mr,  G.  Balfour  Feb  2,  1062 
Pentiont,  School  Teaehert,  Qt.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 

Mr.  Veeey  Knox ;  At.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 

Ur.  Hanbury  Jm  22,  278.   Qs.  Mr.  P.  A. 

M'Hng^i ;  At.  Ur.  Haabn^,  Ur.  G.  Balfour 

Feb  2,  1049 
Petty  Seitiont 

CaHlepollard,  Q.  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane;  A.  lit. 
O.  Balfour  A5  5,  1423 

Donegal,  Qt.  Ur.  Swift  UaoNeill ;  A*.  Ur. 
G.  Balfoar  F^  4, 1284 

Ifivitional  Committionert,  Q.  Mr.  D.  Uac- 

aleese :  A.  Ur.  G.  Balfour  Feb  4,  1281 
AMm«  Force,  Dublin,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  U'Hugh ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  2,  1041 
Royal  Jrith  Conttabulary  (see  below) 
Pollen  Fishery,  Lough  Keagk^  Qt.  Mr.  P.  C. 
Doogan,  Ur.  J.  Dillon ;  At,  Ur.  G.  BaUonr 
A5  1,  912 
iW 

Law  Uniottt,  Amaiyatnation  nf,  Qfi.  Ur.  J,  P, 
Farrell ;  A*.  Ur.  G.  Balfour  FA  S,  1426 
Relief,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Dillon;  A.  Ur.  O.  Balfour 
Jm  28,  686 
Port  Chargei,  Dublin,  Qt.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Carew;  A*.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson 
Jan  22,  279 
Poitai 

Atranyementt 

Boiimae,  Ttpperary  County,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F. 

H<^an  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26, 497 
Cacan  (WettJ,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fairell ;  A. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  1,  901 
Z«tlrim  (SeuthJ*     Ur.  J.  Tully ;  A.  Ur. 
Hanbury  Jau  26,  602 
Fadlitiet,  Longford,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fairell ; 
A.  Ur.  Hanbuiy  i^fi  S,  1419 
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FoBt  Office 

Aecmmodatiw,  TTtm-irt,  •  Tipperarj/  CeuHty, 

Q.  Mr.  J,  F.  Bogan ;  A,  Mr.  Hanbu^ 

Jan  22i  272 
Fmale  Cfn-ka,  Dublin,  Q.  Mr.  J.  J.  Clancy ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury 26,  6U 
Zimtriek,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Eeette;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Jan  21,  178 
Slipo,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Feb  1,  906 
7V-0MM,   Detuffol   Omntg,   Q.  Mr.  Swift 

MaeNeiU ;  ^.  Mr.  Uanbory  Jm  2fi,  401 
JMteut 

GratMeaarmaH,  Dtiilin,  Qt.  Mx.  J.  L.  Carew ; 
Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A».  Mr.  G.  Bulfonr 
Jan  25,  383 
3Iott»tJoyy  Health  of  Pritouei;  Q.  Mr.  P. 

O'Brien ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  1,  908 
Service,  Q.  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour  J"**  1,  921 
Ffivate  Dill  Legislation,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ; 

A.  Mr.  a,  Balfour  Feh  4, 1290 
ISobate  Duty  Grout,  Q.  Mr.  M.  Hoaly ;  A. 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  J<v*  21,  194 
TrotretioH  of  Aucieitt  Montimeiilii,  Q.  Mr,  F.  A. 
O'Keeffe  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  29,  797 

Jtoarda,  Andit,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  26,  389 
JlVAa,  Q,  Dr.  Tanner;  vl.  Mr.  Hanbury 

Jan  28,  681 

Furehase  of  HMittffg,  Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Eelly;  -4. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour      1, 906 
QuettCt  Collide,  Cefk,  Q.  Mr.  Veeey  Knox ;  A. 

Mr.  G.  ^aHom-Feb  i,  1306 
SailtCBff 

€wncciim»,  Q.  Sir  T.  G.  Esmonde  ;  Mr. 
Ritchie  Jan  25,  381 

Donegal,  Q.  Mr.  Vesey  Knox ;  A,  Mr.  G. 

Balfour  Feb  4,  1309 
/iWimtf,      Mr.  J.  Pmkerton ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Bidfonr  Feb  6, 1430 
Mid  Cork,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour 
Jan  28,  683 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Keld ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson 
/(rn  21,  190.    Q.  Mr.  J.  Tuite;  A,  Mr. 
Ritchie 29, 797.  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farr«U ; 
^X.Mr.  G.  BaUbor  Feb  2,  1045 
Jlniltcatjt  (see  under  TiUe  Railways) 
Jtenident  Xagittmcy,  Major  X.  OotucUn,  Q$. 
Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Sir.  Swift  MacNeill : 
A^.  Mr.  O.  Ballour  Feb  i,  1307 
Itife  Itnn^e,  Fmirr,  Donegal,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ; 
Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  2,  1063.    Q.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Powell'lWilliamB  Feb  8, 
1536 

Jtirer  Snek  Draintrge,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Tnlly ;  A,  Mr. 

Hanbory  Jaa  25,  399.   Q.  Mr.  J.  Roche ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26.  499 
Road  Vmitraett.  Leitrtm,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  5,  1422 
Stttjal 

San  ack;  Dublin,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ;  A.  Mr. 

Powell- WilUanw  Jan  29,  791 
Omal 

Harbour,  Longford,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ; 
A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  4.  1275 

Sepair  qf,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Tuite ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury Jm  29,  790  ... 

[eoHl. 
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Irish  Conitabnlarg,  Q(.  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill ; 
[Mr.  Speaker;]  A:  Mr.  G.  Balfoor 
Jmn  25,  400.  Q:  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill; 
A».  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Jan  26,  61 1.  Q*.  Mr. 
J.  Daly,  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane,  Mr.  P.  A. 
M'Hugh ;  Am.  Mr.  G.  Balfoor  Jan  28, 
671.  Q:  Mf.  T.  Loiwh,  Mr.  Swift 
MacNeill :  At.  Mr.  O.  Balfoor  Fek  4, 
1286 

Setidenet  in,  Q.  Mr.  R.  K.  Dane }  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfoor  A>  4, 1811 
Sanitari/  Accotmnedathn,   OtHUt,  Mmh^Im, 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Macaleese;  A.  ISr,  O.  BaUovr 

Feb  5,  1425 
School* 

Aeeommodation,   Letter  -  Gunnell,  LMtgfm-d, 
Q.  llr.  J.  P.  Fatrdl ;  A.  Mr.  Q,  BaUonr 
Feb  S,  1426 
Attmdaiue,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Atkinson  Jan  22,289 
Eraemu*  Smith,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healv;  A. 
Mr.  J.  Atkinson  J«t  22,  276.  Q.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jmn  28, 
673.  Q».  Mr.  Amold-Foreter,  Mr.  "W, 
Johnston ;  At.  Mr.  G.  Balioar^M  4,  1302 
Irieh,  DratDing,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy-;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Bdfoor  Jan  25,  882 
Teaohcri^  Petmons,  Qe.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Sir.  Yesey  Knox ;  Am.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mr.  Hanbury  Jmi  22,  378.  Qf. 
V.  A.  M'Hugh ;  Am.  Mr.  Han1iai7.  Ur. 
G.  Balfour  Feb  2, 1049 
WorhttiMtmeetf  Q.  Mr.  S.  Mawlocne;  A. 
Mr.G.  BaUonr  i>»  8, 1556 
Seera  Service  Fund,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  22,  292 
Seed  Sate,  Q.  Mr.  £.  Crean ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfoor 

Feb6,im 
Sligo 

Abbeg,  Q.  Mr.  B.  Odlevy ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory 

/««  25,  407 
Fmt  Qfiee,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Feb  1,  906 

Street  Freaekiiig  in,  Qb.  Mr,  P.  A.  M'Hog^l, 
Mr.  B.  CoUery,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  -<*, 
Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jon  26,  498 

Union,  Q.  Mr.  B.  CoUfiry ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury 
Jan  29,  792 
Solicitor^  Litwce  Dvtg,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Eesfb  : 

A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Jan  26,  495 
SfatHtorg  Teim  ApplieationM,  Q.  Mr.  R.  M. 

Dane ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  29,  793 
Stipendiary    Magigtratet,     Q.   Mr.    P.  A. 

M'Hugh  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Ja»  28,  674 
Street  Preaching    in   Sligo,   Qm.   Mr.  P.  A. 

M'Hugh,  Mr.  B.  Collery,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy; 

Ai.  Mr.  G.  Balfoor  Jan  26, 498 
■Summary  Juriodietion  {-Married  WvmenJ  Att^ 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Atkinni 

Jan  22,  291 

Supply:  Irieh  Eetiinates,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FaiT^; 

A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 4,  1311 
Taxation,  Qt.  Mr.  A.  F.  Jeffreys,  Sir.  A. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  Lough  ;  [Mr.  Speaker  ;] 

At.  Bit  M.  Hicks  Beach  Jan  25,  878 
Teehtieal  Sdveatioti,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  BaUoor  Feb  1,  910 
Telegraph  Fa<ilitie»,  Fairvieio,  DtMin,  Q,  Mr. 
-  J.  J.  Clancy;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory  Jan  ii. 
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Tflrpnph  Service,  ft  Mr.  J.  Tnlljf;  J.  Mr. 

Hanboiy  Jaa  22,  283 
Telephent  Tnmk  Lim^  Carl  and  Jhtblm,  Q. 
MT.U.HMI7:  ^. Mr. Haabniy/afl 28,883 

Applieatim for Se-imtatemeftt,  Cttr{ow,Q.'ilT. 
J.  Hammond ;  A.  Mr.  Q.  BaUoor  Jan  28, 
676 

Fet  Arm,  Longford,  Q.  Ifr.  J.  P.  Famll ; 

A.  Mr.  Q.  Balfour  Jan  26,  390 
Boktutjfa,  Motioghau,  Q.  Mr.  J.  IMy ;  ^.  Mr. 

G.  Balfoor  F«(  2, 1052 
Town,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ;  A.  Hr.  6.  BaUour 

Jm  26,  610 

Fott^  ArraMffetMlUt,  Boumae,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F. 

Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Banbury  Jan  26,  497 
iW  Accommodation,  ITturlei,  Q.  Mr. 

J.  F.  Hogan ;  ^.fMr.  Hanbiii7/iM  22, 272 
Tmofitt,  Q.  Mr.  W.FieM;  ^.  Mr.  G. 
BaUoor  /m  26,  510 
Traimng  Ship,  Belfast  Lough,  Q.  Mr.  8.  Young; 

A.  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  Jan  29,  789 
TmuU  of  Cattle  ig       Q.Mr.W.ViAii  A. 

Mr.  G;  Balfour  Jm  26, 609 
Hvamrg  loans,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugb;  A. 

Mr.  Hanbory  Jan  29,  787 
Umter-whti^,  Q.  Mr.  B.  M.  Dane ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  Balfour  Jm  29,  791 

BclmnUH,  Dittreu  in,  Q.  Mr.  D.  Crilly  ;  A, 

Mr.  G.  BaUour  /<m  26,  403 
lutoveff  Dutreos  in,  Q.  Mr.  M..  AubUo  ;  A. 

Mr.  O.  Balfour  Feb  8,  1541 
Mnllingar,  Medicine  Vontraet,  Q.    Mr.  J. 

Tolly ;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Jan  26,  502 
iWr  Xair,  Amalgamation  of,  Qt,  Mr.  J.  P. 

Fairell ;  As.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  6, 1426 
Q.  Mr.  B.  CoUerj- ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury 

/on  29,  792 
Wntport,  IHatreM  in,  Qs.  Dr.  R.  Ambrose, 

Mr.  R.  M.  Dane;  Ai.  Mr.  G.  Balfoor 

Feb  4,  1284 

Volnntarg  Sehool  Grant  (Irish  EqmvaleHtJ,  Qt. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn;  Aa.  Sir  M.  Hicka  Beach 
Feb  4, 1311 

WanleH  SttaU,  Serrif,  Qi.  Mr.  J.  Dillon; 

A:  Mr.  G.  BaUonr  Feb  I,  916 
Watnfoi-d  Baeon  Trade  Dispute,  Qs.  Mr.  P. 

O'Brien;  [Mr.  Speaker;]  As,  Mr.  O.  Bal- 

four  Jan  26,  604 
n'et/po}'t    Union,  Dietrens    in,    Qs.   Dr.  R. 

Ambroee,  Mr.  M.  Davitt,  Mr.  A.  O'Connor ; 

As.  Mr.  J,  Atkinson  Jan  21,  174.    Qs.  Dr. 

R.  Ambroee,  Mr.  K.  M.  Dane ;  As.  Mr.  Q. 

BaUonr  jr^  4,  1284 
Worimistresses,  Irish  Seheelt,   Q.  Mr.  D. 

Macaleew;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  8, 1566 

Ireland  (Supreme  Court  of  Judicature) 
Copy  of  Account  of  Receipts  and  Payments 
of  Accountant  General  Pres.  («.)  Jan  19, 40 

Isaacson,  Mr.  F.  Woottoh,  Tower  Ham- 
lets,  Slepnejf 
Blfictkm  Petitions  Bill,  Intro.  Jaa  22,  296 

Jahbboh,  Haior  J.  Eustaos,  Clarey  W. 
Queen's  Speedt  Jan  21, 249 


Jebb,  Mr.  B.  C,  Cfnnahrtdgt  ZTntwrm^ 
FarliamentaryPnu]chise(Exteask>D  toWomeny 

Bill,  2E.  Feb  3,  1220 
Ydontary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  L,  969 

Jbpprbvs,  Mr.  A.  F.,  ffanti,  Saaingiatoke 
Aldershot  Aotumn  ManoeaTxes  Jam  26,  878 
Land  Tax  Jan  29,  786 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendmeat 

Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  636 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  26,  436 
Tuation,  Iralaiid  Jan  26,  378 

Johnston,  Mr.  William,  Belfast,  S. 
County  Burveyors  (Ireland)  Amendment  Bill, 

Intro.  Feb  2,  1083 
Educational  Endowments  (Ireland)  Act  (1885) 

Amendment  Bill,  2R.  Jan  29,  876 
Erasmus  Smith  Schools,  Ireland  Feb  4, 1302 
Great  Xorthem  of  Ireland  Railway  Fd  1, 

911 

Municipal  Elections  (IrelaDd)  (Women)  Billf 

Intro.  Jan  22,  300 
Parliamentary    Franchise    (Extensicm  to 

Women)  Bill,  2R.  Feb  3,  1196 
Poet  Office  Savings  Bank  Deposits  Feb  4, 

1272 
Queen's 

Reign,  Elementary  Schools  Jan  25,  387 
Speech  Jan  21,  267 ;  Jan  22,  306,  309 
Sunday  CloBiiu>  (Wales)  Act  (1881)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  668 

Johnstone,  Mr.  J.  Heywood,  Susgex, 
I£onhiam 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Fei  4, 1S69 

JoNBS,  Mr.  D.  Brtnhor,  Steatma  JHsfrici 

Sifansea  Pott  Office  Feb  4,  1273 

Jones,  Mr.  L.  ATHiBLBY-(8eeATBBRLBr- 

JONES) 

Jones,  Mr.  W.,  Carnarvon,  At/on 
Fenrhyn's  (Lord)  Quarries  Jan  28,  691,  694 

JudiotUure  Acts 
Mr.  Atherley-Jones  {Xatiee  of  Hotion)  Jan  26, 
489 

Kbablev,  Mr.  H.  E.,  Devonport 
Army  Pension :  Kelly  (John)  Jan  28,  681 
Flogging  Prisoners  Jau  22,  282 
Lraseholdflr8(Poichaseof  Fee  ffimple)  HSo.  2) 

BiU,  Intro.  Jan  27^  660 
Milituy  Works  Bill  Fei  1, 1024 
NaTalOntfltJM4, 1292 
Qoeen's  Hpeech  Jan  25,  [Amendt.)  431,  443, 

467 

Royal  Patriotic  Fond  Feb  2,  1084, 1066 
Safe  of  Food  and  Dmgs  ffill,  Intra.  Jan  27, 

660 

Kemp,  Mr.  G.,  Lancashire,  S.E.,  Heyviood 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  683 
Preferential  Payinents  in  Bankruptcy  Act 

(1688)  Amm^necit  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22, 293 
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KurvAWAT,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  H., 
Bart.,  Devonshire,  HoniUm 
Slavery  at  Zsnsibar  Jm  21, 195 
Tolnntuy  Bcboole  {Aid  Grant)  Feh  2,  1186 

EsNTOH,  Lord 
Qnean'i  S^wech  Jm  19,  9 

Kenton,  Mr.  James,  Bury,  Lancashire 
Merchandise  Harki  Act  (1887)  AmeDdment 
Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  631 

EiLBBiDE,  Mr.  Denu,  GfUtcaj/y  N. 
Qaeeu*!  Speech  Jan  21, 206 

KiMBERLEY,  Earl  of 
BuBiness  of  the  Houae  Jan  28,  662 
Indian  Famine  Feb  1,  8D8,  899 
Qneeu'B  Speech  Jan  19,  12,  18,  28 

,  Kisp,  Sir  H.  Sbymoub,  Hull,  Central 
Exchange  CompenBntion,  India  Jan  26,  506 
Indian  Artillery  and  Enginewe,  Cadets  Feb  2, 
1040 

Madras  Infantry  Regiments  /«»  26,  510 

ManritioB  Police  Jtin  26,  SIO 

Fort  l^recantions  against  Dieeaae  Jau  26, 606 

KiNNAiKD,  Lord 
Indian  Famine  Fth  1,  885;  Feb  8,  1529 

Knowles,  Mr.  Lees,  ISaJ/ord,  W. 
Inebriates  Fib  4,  1287 

Flambers'  Segistraticu  Bill,  Intro.  Joh  22, 
295 

-Knox,  Mr.  E.  F.  Veset,  Londonderry 

City 

Agricultural  Land  Bating  (Ireland)  Bill 
Jan  28,  687 

Army  Estimates:  £266,300  for  Volonteer 

Corps  Capitation  Grant  (SuppluDentar^') 

Jan  29,  843,  844,  847 
Barracks  Act  (1890)  Feb  8,  1543 
Bubintea  of  the  House :  Supply  Jau  29,  637 
Educatum  Fee  Grant,  Ireland  Jan  22,  282 
Insanity  Ftb  4,  1283 
Irish  Mail  Service  Feb  8,  1545 
Londonderry  Corporation  Stock  Fth  4, 1306, 

1306;  liAS,  1549 
Military  Works  BiU  Fth  1, 1024 
Queen's 

College,  Cork  Feb  4, 1306 

Speerh  Jan  ^2,  327,  330 
Ilailway  Extensions,  Donegal  Frh  4,  1300 
School  Teachers'  Pensimu,  Ireland  Jan  22, 

278 

Supply:  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Goremment 
Feb  5.  1489 

Univentity  Education  of  Soman  Catholics 

Jan  28,  690 

Labouchere,  Mr.  Henbv,  Northampton 
Army  Estimates  :  £145,000  for  Fay  t.f  Iiadian 
Troops  at  Snakim  (Snpplemetitar>-)  F^  6, 

1522 

BuHineBa  of  the  House 
Supply  Jan  29,  884 

Vdnntwy  Schools  (Aid  Qnut)  m  1070 

\amt. 


LABOUCBsnn,  Mr.  H. — emt, 

Northampton  Ftison,  AdvertisementB  Fab  8, 
1548 

Farliamentary    Frandiise    (Extennon  to 
Women)  Bill,  2E.  A*  8, 1178,  1182,  1184, 

1201,  1203,  1204 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  92 
Supply :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Gorenunent 

F*b&,  1145,  1447,  1480,  1481,  1482 

Labour  Bureaux  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  D.  F.  Goddard;  Bead  V  Jan  22, 

299 

LaboorerB'  Cottagei  (Ireland)  BiU 

e.  Zntro^  Mr.  W.  Field;  Bead  !«  Jmt  25.  488 

LABOUR  aTJESHOHS.  ETO. 

AnociatioM  tf  JTarkmfH,  CantraHt,  Q.  Mr. 
E.  H.  PickersgiU;  A.  Mr.  Bitcfaie  Feb  6, 

1433 

£el/ait  Textile  Trade;  Fmea,  Qr.  Sir  C.  Mke ; 

At.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Fab  2,  1034 
Brituh  Mueeum  Staff,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Y.  Hogan; 

A.  Mr.  Hanhury  Feb  2,  1046 
Contraeti  (see  t^t  Title) 

Cta-rent  Sate  of  Waye»,  Woolwieh  Oittriei^  Qt. 
Sir  C.  Dilke ;  At.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  25, 
408 

Dangn  oim  Tradet,  Q.  Mr.  E.  McKenna ;  A.  Sir 
Matthew-White  Kidley  Jan  25,  386 

Fattoriet  and  Wwkehapt  Ael  fPartiatlan 
SeetionJ,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  Matthew 
White  Bidley  Feb  5, 1422 

Factory 

Aeeideut,  Satlry,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Sir 
B.  Webeter  Feb  8,  1562 

AefB,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Sir  Matthew 
White  BidlOT  Jan  21, 184 
Factory  Acta  fFuking  TnuteJ  Sill  (see  'U^ 

TiUe)  ^ 
Foundry  TTw  Awd,  Q.  Mr.  J.  McKillop;  A. 

Sir  Matthew  White  BidlET  Jan  26,  494 
Irith  Liyhtt  Board,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  P,  Fairell,  Mr. 

J.  O'Connor  ;  A*.  Mr.  Eitchie  Feb  1,  915 
Labour  Department,  Local  Corretpen^ner,  Q. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Marks;  A.  Mr.  Bitchie  Ftb  1, 

922 
Zabourert* 

Aett,  lonpford,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  P.  FaneU;  At. 

Mr.  G.  BaUonr  Feb  6,  1426 
AUotmettU,  Ireland,   Qt.  Mr.  M.  Davitt: 

At.  Mr.  G.  BaUour  FebH,  1554 
CoUaget,  Ireland^  Q.  Sir  T.  G.  Esmonde; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  380 
Merehandite  Marks  Act  (1887 J  AmendmoU 

Sill  (see  that  Title) 
Ftnrhyn't  (LordJ  Quarriet,  Qe.  Mr.  J.  Lowtber, 
Mr.  Bromley  Davenport,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles; 
[Mr.  Speaker ;  ]  At.  Mr.  Bitchie  Fab  2. 
1068 

Privilege  Cab  Syttem,  Q.  Mr.  T.  Longfa ;  A. 
Sir  Matthew  White  Bidley  Jan  26,  396 

Shuitlt  Guardt,  Q.  Mr.  C.  E.  Schwann;  A.  Sir 
Matthew  White  Bidley  Jan  22, 284.  Q.  Sr 
J.  Long;  A.  Sir  Matthew  Wlute  Bidley 
Jan  26,  879.  Q.  Mr.  C.  E.  Schwann ;  A.  Sir 
Matthew  White  Bidley /an  28,  688 

JTcel  Sorting.  Q.  Sir  C.  DUke ;  A.  Sir  lUtihev 
White  Bidley  Jan  28,  664 
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Ih^iqHHm  ofliHM  M,  Qk  Hr.  Q.  W.  Wolff, 

Kr.  J.  Samuel;  Ai.  Sir  Matthow  White 

Ridley  Jan  25,  409 
J^riet  to,  Pornyn  Skipowitert,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F. 

Vtacaaay ;  A.  Sir  Hstthev  White  Ridl^ 

Jan  28,  685 

Workmirirmetf  Iruh  StAooU,  Q.  Mr.  D. 
Uualeese ;  A.  Mr.  O.  BiUour  A)  S,  1SS6 

Lahbbrt,  Mr.  G.,  Pawn,  South  MoUon 
Indian  Famine  and  Plagoe  Jm  21, 177 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  BUI  Jm  2$,  488 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  25,  446 

Land  Law  (Irelaiid)  Bill 
AliitrD.,Mr.T.  J.Hmly;  Bead  1« /on  23, 398 

Land  Lav  (Ireland)  (Ho.  2)  Bill 

«.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  O'Kelly;  Read  1*  Jan  22,  300 

Land  Tenure  (Wales  and  Honmonth- 

shire)  Bill 
e.  Intro,  Mr.  Vaoghan-Daviee ;  Bead  1»  Jan  22, 

295 

Land  TalneB  (Towns)  Assessmsnt  Bill 

«.  Intro.,  Mr.  C.  UuriwHi;  Read  1"  Jan  22, 
298 

LANSDOWNE,  Marqubss  of  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War) 
Army,  Incnwe  of  S^engih  Aft  4, 1246,  1266, 
li67 

Laurie,  Cteneral  J.  W.,  Pembroke  and 
Hamrfordioest 
lioaseholder's  Purchase  of  Fee  Simple  Bill, 

Intro  Jan  22,  300 
lighthonBe  Keepers  Feb  2,  1064 
Ii^tary  Works  Bill  /on  29,  869 
Qoeen's  Speech  Jan  25,  449 
Telegraph  Cable,  Woet  Indies  f«A  1,  917 

LAW  AHB  JXrSTICE  AHB  POLICE 

Auixe,  Special  CommitvHter  of  (Mr.  DarhngJ^ 
Q<.Mr.SviftMacNeiU;  Sir  R.  Webster 
Jan  21,  196.  Mr.  C.  J.  Darling.  {Pertonal 
Explanatvm)  200  ;  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  300 
Jan  21 

Atnset 

OemmittiUt  to,  Q*.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor ;  At.  Sir 

Matthew  Wlute  Ridley  Jan  25, 89& 
Cork  Vintm-,  Q».  Mr.  J.  C.  flynn,  Mr. 

Swift  B&oNeUl ;   [Mr.  Speaker;]  At. 

Mr.  J.  Atkinson  Jan  25,  401 
■  Livtrpeol,  Jioii*ebreaking,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Seton- 

Karr;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 

Jm  28,  664 

Saem  Trade  Diapttie,  Wattr/ord,  Qt.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien  ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;]  At.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four Jan  26,  604 

Charge  of  Larceny,  Gtrk,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn; 
A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  JM  5,  1427 

CodiJicaUon  of  Late*,  Qi.  Mr.  M.  Hesly ;  At. 
Mr.  J.  AtkiDMm,  Sir  M.  Hicks  Bench/oM  21, 
194 


LA  W  Aim  JUanOE  AJUB  POX/C£-«ont. 
CoKtolidation     frith  Aett,  Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ; 

A.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  Jan  22,  291 
Cori  Hunter  Atnzet,  Q».  Mr.  J.  C.  Plynn,  Mr. 

Swift  MacNeill ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;] ;  Am.  Mr. 

J.  Atkioaon  Jan  25,  401 
Etcaped  Cbnviet;  Qf.  Mr.   M.  Paritt,  Mr. 

E.  H.  Ficketsgill,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor.  Mr. 

T.  M.  Hwly,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  At.  Sir 

Matthew  White  Bidley  Jam  21, 188 
Eviction,  Leitrim,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  6,  1419 
Factorif  Accident,  Satle^,  Q.  Sir  0.  Dilko ;  A. 

Sir  R.  Webster  Ft6  8, 15S3 
Fair  Sent 

Agrecnwntt,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  B.  M.  Dane;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  5, 1426 
Applieatione,  MoHOgham,  Qt.  Mr.  3.  Daly, 

Mr.  M.  McCartan ;  At.  Mr.  G.  BsUoar 

/<ui25,  384 

SoutebreaktHff,  Liverpool  Attieet,  Q.  Mr.  H. 

Seton-Karr ;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 

Jan  28.  664 
Illegal  TrawHnf,  Scotland,  Qu  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ; 

At.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Jan  21, 193.  Qt. 

Mr.  D.  JS.  Nicol,  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  At.  Mr. 

Graham  Murray  Jan  28,  675 
Irith 

Land  CommittittH  fSttchaaan  t.  CowellJt  Q. 
Mr.R.M.Daiia;  ^.Mr.G.Baltoor 1, 

921 

EetUmt  Magittraof  fMigor  M.  OMtelimJ,  Qi. 
Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Swift  MacKeiU; 
At.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Ftb  4,  1307 
Iriih-tpeaking  WUne^tet,  Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  FOww; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  25,  403 
Jury  Ssreioe,  Yeomanry  Offitxrt,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  H. 
Hosier ;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Jan  26, 
500 

Late  of  Eeiienee  fCriminal  CaaeiJ  Sill  (see  that 

Title) 
Ltitrim 

Seletion,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ;  A.  Mr.  G. 

Balfour  JiA  5,  1419 
Land  Com-nitt'ujn,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh  ;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jnn  28,  673 
Lane-Fox  B-tate,  Qt.  Mr.  P.  A.  M*Hnrii, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn;  [Mr.  Speaker;]^'.  Mr.* 

J.  Atkinson  Feb  5,  1423 
Lieenttd  Preiniiet,  Aieert%»emsnte,  Q.   Mr.  8 

Young;  ^.Sir  R.  Webster /od  4,  1310 
ManaUmghier  at  ManeheOer^  Q.  Mr.  C.  E. 
Schwann ;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Bidley 
Feb  2, 1039 

Xauritim  Polifc,  Q.  Sir  H.  8.  King ;  A."}!!!.!. 

Chamberlain /OA  26,  510 
Mtugravt  Street  A/icv  Samett,  Bdfatt.  Q, 

Mr.  0.  W.  Wolff ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feh  4, 

1307 

National  FoHra'U  Gallery,  lUice  Preteetion,  Q. 
Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Hr.  Hanbury  Jan  29, 
782 

Oatht  Act,  Seottuh  I^rm,  Q.  Mr.  E.  H.  Pickers- 

giU  ;  ^.  Sir  B.  Webster  Feb  2, 1065 
Faytnent  of  Common  Juron,  Q.  Mr.  Lloyd  Ifor- 

gan;  .d.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  1, 

914 
Petty  Settitnt 

Castlepotlard,  Q.  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane ;  A.  Mr.  Q. 
Balfour  Feb  S,  1423 

Ihnfgal,  Qt  Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU ;  At.  Mr.  Q. 
Balfour  Feb  4,  1284 


Digitized  by 


Uw] 


{INDEX} 
rot.  At 


[lec 


ZA  WAm  JUSTICE  AND  POLICS-^mA.      LA  WANB  JUSTIOB  Amt  POZICS^-took. 


BarradUt  Utugraw  Strwet^  Belfiut,  Q.  Mr. 
a.  W.  WoUE ;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balloar  m  4, 

1307 

Jiivitional  Commmiott^,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  D. 
Macaleeae;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Feb  i, 
1281 

Jfeuntim,  Q.  Sir  H.  S.  King ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
CliaiBbeikin  Jam  2S,  filO 

-  Pnt0etioii,  Natimal  hrtrsit  Gallery,  Q. 

Lord    Balcaxree ;    A.   Mr.  Hantniry 
Jan  29,  782 
Jieierve  Forte,  IhthHn,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hogli ; 
A.  Mr.  G.  BaUoar  Feb  2, 1041 

-  SojftU  Irith '  Cotutabitiary  (see  below ) 
FrUonera 

.  .f7(i^ifi^,(2*.Mr.  J.A.Fwae,  Mr.H.HealT, 
Mr.  J.  Morlw,  Sir  W.  Uvboh,  Sir  J.  F. 
Leese,  Mr.  H.  E.  Kearley;  At.  Sir 
Matthev  White  Bidley  /on  22,  280 
Ftoperty  Fwtd,  Q.  Mr.  B.  H.  Pickeragill ; 
A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Bidley  4, 
1309 

Troatan-fthmy  (see  bdow) 

Orangegorman,  DuUin,  Qi.  Mr.  J.  L.  Carew, 
Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  Am.  Mr.  O.  Balfoar 
/<»t2(,  383 

'   Xmui^,  Health  •/  iVbiMwr,  Q.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  O.  BoUpur  FA  1,  908 

-  Northampton,  Advertiuemtntt,  Q,  llr.  H. 

Labouchere;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White 
Bidley  i^i  8,  1548 
OJUer^  Initnt^ion,  Q.  Mr.  £.  H.  Pickers- 
nil;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
Jan  28,  871 

'   Service,  Ir^and,  Q.  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane ;  A. 

Mr.  a.  Balfour       1,  921 
--  Vieitittg  Committeei,  Q.  Mr.  E.  H.  I^ckers- 

g^U;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White  Bidley 

Jatt  28,  670 

'Soffol  Irish  CoMtabulary,  Qi.  Mr.  Swift  Mac- 

NeiU ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;]  As.  Mr.  O.  Balfoar 
'   JaH  25.  400.   Qt.  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill ;  A: 

Mr.  O.  Balfour,  Jan  26,  ffU.    Q<.  Mr.  J. 

Daly,  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane,  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hosrh ; 
'   Ai.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  28,  671.   Q«.  Mr. 

T.  Loagh,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill ;  At.  Mr. 

O.  Balfoar  Ftb  4,  1286 
Settled  Fivpeity,  Ettate  DtUy,   Q.  Captain 

Pretyman  ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hi<^  Beach  Feb  8, 

1647 

Spenal  Commitnoner  of  Atsise  (Mr.  DarlingJ, 
Qt.  Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU;  At.  Sir  B. 
Webotw,  Jan  21,  196.   Mr.  C.  J.  Darling, 

-  {Fierional  Explanation)  200;  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  200   Jon  21 

Statutory  Term  Applicationt,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr. 

B,  M.  Dane ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfonr  Jan  29,  793 
'S'-ipendiarif  Magittratet^  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A. 

M'Ungh ;  A.  Mr.  G.  BaUonr  /aM28, 674 
Summary  Jm^tiietion  (Married  Women)  Act, 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Bfr.  J.  AtkinBon 

/<m22,291 

Tenata*!  Applieation/or  Se-tnatatmeni,  Carlote, 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Hammond ;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour 
Jan  28,  67fi 

'Treaam-felmy  Frieonen 

Huf.  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Sir  Matthew 
WUto  Bidley /w  28,  667 


Ii-ea8ort-/elo»!f  Fritonen — ooot. 
FiAmto»t  oMi  Flmatm.Q.  Mr.W.  Fi«ld; 
A.  Sir  Msttbaw  WUto-Bi^ey  Jan  2% 

609 

Qf«vM*<  Sfign,  Qt.  Mr.  Swift  MacNmll ;  Aa. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  28,  690 ;  FA  «, 
1436 

U»der-aher\ft,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  R.  M.  Daiw; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour       29,  791 
Unlawful  Foitettion  Sill  (see  that  Title) 

Law  of  Bvidenoe  (CriniijiAl  CaiM)  Bin 

e.  Sir  R.  Webater,  [Motim  for  bavo  to  Imtm^ 
268 ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  268    Jan  21 
Debate  Besomed :  Mr.  T.  M  BmIv,  874  ;  Sir 

B.  Webster,  875   Jan  29 

Zhtro.,  Sir  R.  Webstw ;  Bead  !•  Jan  29, 875 

Law  of  libel  Amsndment  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  Oriffith-Boacawm ;  Bead  1°  Jmm  S2, 
299 

Lawrence,  Mr.  E.,  Comioallf  Truro 
Business  of  the  House:  Volnntuy  ^lifMfla 

(Aid  Grant)  Feb  2,  1070 
Notice  of  Motion  Jm  27, 002 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfbid,  Bt,  CumbeHand, 
Cockermoulh 
Arabi  Pasha  Feb  8, 1646 
Armenian  Kef  ogee  Killed  in  London  Jam  28. 
667 

i^tish  South  Africa  Committee  Jam  29,  826 
Businees  of  the  House  Jan  28,  780 
Flogging  Prisoners  Jan  22,  283 
Kitchen  and  Befreahment  Booms,  Howe  of 

Commons  Committee  Jmn  29,  882 
Parliamentary    Franchiae    (Extension  to 

Women)  Bill,  2B.  Feb  3,  1195,  1211 
Sale  of  Intoxicants,  Honaes  ot  Fudiament 

/«i21, 197;  J»5, 1434 

Leaseholden'  Pnnliue  of  Fee  SiaudA 

BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Gfloeral  laiiiie ;  Read  1=*  Jm  23, 300 

Leaseholden*  PnrehaM  of  Pee  Simple 
(Ho.  2)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  H.  E.  Kaarley;  Read  1'  Jam  27, 

.  660 

Lea,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart.,  Londonderry,  S. 
Assistant  CoonW  Sarreyon  (bcaand)  fiilL, 
Intro.       22,  802 

Leckt,  Mr.  W.  E.  Haktpoub,  i>uUtii 

Univereiti/ 
Queen's  Speech  Jam  22,  313 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liqaois  (Irdand)  BOL 

Intro.  June  22,  296 
Univetsi^  Education  ot  Roman  CUholitt 

Jam  28,  690 
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Lbbsk,  Sir  Joseph,  F.,  LaneeuMre^  NS., 
Aeerin^ton 
IPlogastg  Priaonera  Jaa  22,  282 
Members  of  Parliament  (Vacation  of  Seats} 
Bill,  Intro,  /m  22,  297 
.  Volautarr  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  gdS 

Lees,  Mr.  Elliott,  Birienhead 

Parliamentary  Elections  (MumerB'  Votes) 
Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  300 

liBKG,  Sir  John,  Dundee 
■  GrocetB'  Oertiflcote  (Scotland)  Abolition  Bill, 

Intro.  7«n  26,  61S 
Local  Government  Board,  Aodit  Department 

Jan  22,  279 
Mail  Service 
'  Bag  Seals  Hi  4,  1272 

Canadian  Jaa  25,  880 
Peterhead  Harbour  Feb  4,  1272 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  20, 110 ;  Jan  25,  Ifil 
ShutUe  Gnarda  Jm  2fi,  879 

Xooonoos  drolft&d)  Bill 

«.  Intra,  Mr.  D.  Orilly;  Bead     Jan  22,  308 

liquor  Traffio  Local  Yoto  Bill 

e.  Intro,  Mr.  T.  P.  Wbittaker ;  Bead  1°  /m  32, 

-2M 

Liquor  Trofflo  Lootl  Toto  (SootUud) 
BUI 

«.  Intro.,  Hr.  Hedderwiok ;  Bead  1**  Jan  22,  298 

Llotd-Gbosok,  Mr.  Datid,  Carnarvon 
Borottgha 
Notice  of  Motion  Jan  27,  602 
P^fayn's  (Lord)  Quarries  Jan  28,  740,  742, 
745,  746 

Volnntary  Scboola  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  2, 1 149 

Local  Antlioritios  Officers'  Sitperannna- 
tion  Bill 

e'.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  L.  WanUyn ;  Bead  1*  Jan  25, 
[  488 

Local  OoTenunont  Aet  0894)  Amond- 
ment  BiU 

«,  Btfaco.,  Mr.  H.  Hobhouae ;  Bead  1"  Jan  27, 
659 

Local    OoTemment   (Aldoihot  and 
Famborongli}  BiU 

Intro.,  Mr.  Povell-WUliaina ;  Bead  1**  Feb  8, 

1639 

LOCAL  OOVEBVHENT  BOAUD 

Fresidoit — Mr.  H.  Chaplin 
Secretary— Mr.  T.  W.  Rl'ssbll 

Agricultural  Satee   Onier,    Q.   Mr.   E.  H. 
!    PickeragiU ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  Bosaell  Jan  28, 
687 

Audit  IkpartmeiUy  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Ur. 

Graham  Murray  Jan  22,  279.   Q.  Mr.  P.  A. 

M'Hugb ;  A.Q.  Salfoar  Jan  25,  889 
Board  of  OwmOaiu,  £<lfatt,  Q.   Mr.  M, 
'    McCartan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jm  25,  391 


LOCAL  GO  VERKMSIfT  BOA  «  i)  — oont 
Children't  Metn^ttan  Auffinm*  Board,  Q.  Dr. 

FarqaharsMi ;  A.  Mr.  Hi  Chaplin  Feb  8, ' 

1548  ■  ■ 

Chokra  Outbreak,  ».».  Nubia,  Q.  Sir  B.  W. 

Foster ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  Bnssell  Jan  22,  288 
Cottage  Bardmu,  Qe.  Sir  G.  Dilke;  M.  Mr. 

H.  Chaplin  FiA  4,  1281 
Slementary  Sehoole,   Sating,  Q$.  Mr.  Ellis 

Griffith;  A:  Mr.  H.  Chaplin  Fab  8,  1550 
Glmeeiter,  Small-pax   Epidemic,  Qt.  Mr.  T. 

Baytey;  Ai,  Mr.  H.  Chaplin      4, 1291 
Ineorpoi'otion,  Metropolitan  Dietriete,  Qi,  Mr. 

T.  Lough ;       Mr.  H.  Chaidin  Feb  I,  910 
Liffht  Loeomotiwei  Aet,  Traeium  S^ine*^  Q. 

Mr.  Griffith-Boaoawen;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 

Russell  Jmt  28,  668 
Farieh 

Council 

Accounts,  Q.  Sir  B.  W.  Foster ;  A.  Mr. 

T.  W.  RusseU  Jan  22,  277 
SketUmt,  Q.  Mr.  H.  C.  F.  LattreU;  A. 
Mr.  T.  W.  BobmU  Jan  38,  684.  Q». 
Sir  B.  W.  Foster;  Am.ISx.'O.  CaianUa 
F^  2,  1056 
Doetonente,  Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Robezta;  A.  Mr. 
H.  Chaplin  Feb  8,  1591 
Poor  Law  SchooU 
MetrojHait,  Qf.  Mr.  E.  H.  Pu^ersgill ;  A: 
Mr.  H.  Chaplin      4, 1810 ;  Febi,  1433 ; 
FA.  8,  1662 
Beport  of  Departmental  (hmmittec,  Qe,  Mr. 

G.  Drage,  Mr.  G.  0.  T.  Bartley,  Mr.  T. 
Lough ;  At.  Mr.  H.  Chaplin  Feb  1,  902  . 

Port  Preeautione  against  Dieeate,  Qi.  Sir  H.  8. 

King,  Sir  B.  W.  Foster ;  At.  Sir  M.  Hicks 

Beach,  Mr.  J.  Chaii^Mrlain  Jan  26;  506 
Sh^ld  Cottage  Somn  for  Children,  Q.  Mr. 

£.  H.  Picken^ll ;  A,  TAt.  H.  Chaplin 

Feb  4, 1309 

Small-pox  Fpidemiit,  Gtoueeeter,  Qe.  Mr.  T. 

Barley ;  Ai.  Mr.  H.  Chaplin  Feb  4,  1291 
Traction  Fnginea,  Light  Leeomotipti  Aet, '  Q.  Mt. 

Griffith-Boaoawen;  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  BvsieU 

Jan  28,  668 
Vaccination  0 

Latce,  Q.  General  Roseell ;  A.  Mr.  H.  Chap- 
lin Feb  8,  1540 

Medical  OJtcere,  Q.  Sir  B.  W.  Foster ;  A.  Mr. 

H.  Chaplin  Feb  2,  1043 

Officcri'  Feci,  Q.  Mr.  L.  B.  Holland ;  A.  Mr. 

H.  Chaplin  Feb  1,  923 
Fmteeutiotu,  Qi.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lc^n,  Mr.  T. 

Longh;  A>.  Mr.  T.  W.  Buseell  Jan  21, 

192 

£oyal  Committim,  Qe.  Mr.  T.  Bayley,  Dr. 
Farquharson;  As.  Mr.  T.  W.  Buaaell 
Jan  26,  498.    Q.  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan;  A. 
Ur.  T.  W.  RuBsell  Jan  28,  677 
Water    Supply,    Sural    JHttricte,    Q».  Sir 

Cameron  Gull ;  Ai.  Mr.  U.  Chaplin  Fa  4, 

1274 

Weak-minded  and  Imbeeih  CAiAAwi,  Q.  3b. 
J.  G.  Talbot ;  A.  Mr.  H.  Chaplin  Feb  4, 1296 

Local  OoTonunent  Elootioni  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  H.  C.  F.  LuttzeU ;  Bead  lo  Jan  S8, 

■780 

Read  2"  and  com.  Feb  1,  1026 

In  Com.,  Rep.  without  Amotdt.  FA  2,  1172 

Beads"  A»2,  1172 

Beadl»i'«»4,  1243  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Lm] 


[Itir 


Local  OoTemment  (Ireland)  ProTudonal 

Orden  (Ho.  1}  Bill 
A  Intrck,  Ht.  J.  Atldiuon ;  Bead  1**  Jan  20, 121 

LocKwooD,  Colonel  A.,  Eaeex,  Epping 
Onards  (The)  in  the  Uediterranean  J>&8, 1629 
Health  of  Troope  in  Zndia  Jan  25,  897,  398 
Wreck  of  Indian  Troopehip  JTarrm  Maatingi 
Jan  20,  883 

liOGAN,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Leicegtery  Harborough 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  637,  640 
Fenrhyn*t  (Lord)  QuameB  Jan  28,  712 
'  Sale  of  Intoxicants,  Houses  of  Parliament 
Jan  21,  198 
Vaccinatian,  Royal  Commisnon  Jan  21,  192, 
198:  /OH  28, 877 

London  (Boroogli  Boad,  Sonfhwark) 

FroTiaional  Order  Bill 
e.  Intro^  Mr.  Jesse  ColHngs ;  Bead  1°  Jan  20, 121 

London  (Chnrohway,  St  Fanora^  Pro- 
Tinonal  Order  Bill 

t.  Intro.,  Ht.  Jesse  Ccdlings;  Itesdl'*/aN20,t21 

London  (Clare  Market,  Strand)  Pro- 

Tisional  Ordur  Bill 

t.  Intro^  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings;  Bead  V>  Feb  3, 
1178 

London  Water  Companiee  Amalgamt- 

tion  Bill 

$.  IntrcK,  Sir  F.  Pixw-HarUaiid ;   Bead  l<* 
Jan  32,  802 

LONG,  RioDT  Hov.  WALTER  H. 

(Fteeident  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture), Livergpolf  West  Derby 

Carrii^  of  Aniina]*,  Channel  Traffic  Jan  22, 

289 

Dog  Uiuding,  Mebnpolii  FA  1, 020 

LouGH,  Mr.  Tbomas,  lelingUmf  W. 
Adjoonunent  Fa  6, 1528 
Army  Estimates 
£145,000  for  Pay  of  Indian  TroopeatSnakim 

(Sopplementai'v)  Feb  5,  1621 
£255,300  for  Volanteer  Corps,  Capitation 
Grant  (Sapplementary)  Jan  29,  845 
Barracks  Act  (1890)  Ftb  8,  1542, 1648 
Business  of  the  Honse 
General  Jan  20, 122 
Supidy  Jan  29,  832 

Yolontary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  FA  2, 1074 
Collection  of  Liceooes  Feb  4,  1285 
Electric  Meters  Jan  22,  270 
Financial  BelatioDS,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

Jm  21, 199 
Gas  Meten  Jan  22,  271 
Incorporation,  Metropolitan  Diatriots  FA  1, 

910,  911 

India  Famine  and  Plague  Jan  21,  176,  177 
Merchandiio  Marka  Act  (1887)  Amendment 
Bill,  2B.  Jm  27,  616, 620 


LocoB,  Mr.  'SnoUM—eont. 
Military  Works  Bill  Jan  29,  866,  86? ;  F*b  1, 

1020;  Ai8, 1642 
Poor  Law  Sdioola  Feb  1, 904 
FliTilege  Cab  8yrt«n      2^  896 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  21,  244,  245,  246 ;  /m  26. 

455 

Royal  Irish  Constahnlary  Feb  4,  1286 
Supply :  £798,802  for  E^^tian  Government 

Feb  6,  1517 
Taxation  (Ireland)  Jm  25,  379 
Unlawful  FoBseBBum  Bill,  2IL  Jan  29,  878 
Vaccination  Jan  21, 198 
VoIuntaTy  Bdhools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  1028; 

Feb  2,  1160, 1151 ;  Feb  8,  1640 

LOWTHEB,  Me.  J.  W.  ((^lairman  of 
Committees  of  Ways  and  Means 
and  D^uty  Speaker),  Cwndarfan^ 
Pewriih 
Private  Bills  Feb  2, 1080 

(Rtdinga  at  Chairmem  qf  CommUtMa} 

Army  EtlinuUe*  :  £iSS^OO  for  Vottintetr  Corpa 
CapiiatioH  Grant  fSuppleauntartfJ 

The  Chairman  said,  the  hon.  Member  would 
be  quite  out  ci  order  in  discuasing  tbm 
general  question  on  that  Vote.  The 
hon.  Member  must  strictly  confine  hinudf 
to  the  limits  of  the  itnus  of  the  Vote 
which  was  then  pwaented  to  the  Oom- 
mittee   Jan  29,  84S 

The  Chairman  said :  <'Otder,  order !  Thai 
arg^oment  is  applicable  to  tiie  original 
Vote.  It  does  not  apply  to  this  part. 
The  hon.  Member,  must  confine  himself 
strictly  to  this  Supplementary  Estimate. 
He  must  not  discuss  the  general  princi- 
fdes  of  Volontebr  Ccnps  or  wlMtner  tha 
money  ap^ed  to  Volunteer  Corps  nhoold 
be  applicable  to  Ireland  or  not.  It  does 
not  arise  on  this  Vote."   Jan  29,  843 

The  Chairman  said  it  would  not  be  in  order 
to  discuss  that  matter,  which  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Vote.  It  was  not  the  capita- 
tion grant  that  came  under  diacnsauw, 
only  the  sapplementary  gtant  Jan  29, 
845 

Siippljf  :  je79S^(^/or  Fgppiuin  Goremmtnt 
The  Chairman  said :  "  As  I  informed  the 
fafm.  Member  the  last  time  be  tried  to 
raise  that  question,  it  would  be  distinctlpr 
out  of  order  on  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate*' Febb,  1489 
The  Chairman  said:  "llie  natter  cannot 
be  diacnased  on  this  Vote ;  it  ii  not  xaliv 
vant  Etbu  if  the  hon.  Member  succeeded 
in  diminishing  the  amount  it  would  not 
raliere  Ireland  from  eaotribntiBg  Iht 
share."  Feb  6,  1489 
Voluntary  SeheoU  (Aid  Qrant) 
The  Chairman  said :  "The  hon.  Member  is 
not  addressing  himself  to  the  Amendment 
Thoe  may  be  reasons  why  the  Amend- 
ment should  ba  accepted,  but  tha  hon. 
€(entleman  is  not  dealing  witii  Oa 
Amendment  at  alL  He  is  urging  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  aco^ited  in 
place  of  the  original  Hotioo."  Ftb  % 
1151 
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LonTHBB,  Mr.  J.  W. — eont. 

fRuliagt  aa  Chaimfm  of  CommitttnJ — eoDt. 
VotuHtury  Setioolt  (Aid  GrantJ — oont. 
The  Chairman  said :  "  The  process  is  not  so 
elaborate  as  the  hon.  Member  seems  to 
think  it  ifl.  If  he  will  look  at  Eiile  I. 
he  will  observe  that  the  Closure  maj  be 
moved  '  on  the  intermpHon  of  business.* 
It  was  moved  on  the  interruption  of 
business.  The  interruption  of  business 
took  place  when  the  hon.  Member  objected 
to  putting  the  Qoeitioii.  Tha.t  was 
the  intermption  of  boainees,  and  there- 
upon the  Closure  was  mov«i  according 
to  Rule  I.  The  Question  is.  That  th« 
Question  be  now  put"    F§b  2, 1162 

Miscellanrout  SuliHg^—Ffb  I,  1019;  Feb  2, 
IISS. 1161 

LovrTHBit,  Right  Hon.  Jamss,  Kent, 

UU  of  Thanet 
Elections.  Interference  of  Peers  in  Jan  19,  38 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

BiU,  2R.  Jan  27,  622,  625,  638 
Penrhyn's  (Lord)  Quarries  Jgn  28,  750,  768, 

764.755;       2,  1056, 1060 
Queen's  Sp«ech  Jan  22,  373,  374 
Reform  Irisonera  at  Pretoria  Jan  21,  188 

LoTD,  Mr.  A.  E.f  Berk»,  AHngdon 
Elementary  Schoobi  (I^liamentur  Grant) 

Jan  26,  494 

Lubbock,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  John,  Bart., 
Zondon  University 
British  South  Africa  Committee  Jan  28,  775 ; 

Jin  29,  826 
Business  of  the  House  :  Supply  Jan  29,  839 
Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  308 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  L  1000, 
1003 

Lucas-Shadvxll,  Mr.  W.,  fftutinga 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

Bill,  2R.  Jm  27,  683 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant]  Feb  2, 1142 

Lunact/ 

Alim  Fauper  Lunatic,  Scotland,  Q,  Sir  M. 
Stewart ;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Jm  28, 
685 

Di$iiHet  AtyhmM,  Civil  Service  lUtirrment,  Q. 
Mr.  B.  yL  Dane ;  A.  Mr.G.  Balfour /m  25, 
386 

iHMiiity,  Qi.  Mr.  P,  O'Brien,  Mr.  Veeey  Enox ; 

A».  Kir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Feb  4,  1282 
Weak-minded  and  Imieeile  Children,  Q.  Mr. 

J.  G.  Talbot;  A.  Mr.  H.  Chaplin  Feb  4, 

1296. 

LuTTRELL,  Mr.  H.  C.  FowNKS,  Devon- 
$hiref  Tavigtock 
Inland  Mmiey  Orders,  Feb  5  1428,  1429 
Parish  Coandl  Elections  Jm  28, 684 

ZiTTTELTOlv,  HoD.  ALFRED,  Wavwickand 
.  Leamington 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  46 

VOL.  XLV.  [fourth  ssbub.] 


Macalbbbk,  Mr.  D.,  Monaghan,  iV. 

Divisional   Police    Conunissionnra,  Ireland 
Feb  4, 1281 

Financial   Relations,   Great    Britain  and 

Irebnd  Feb  8, 1545 
Great  Northean  Railway  Company  of  Ireland 

Feb  1,  911 

Kewbliss  Court-house,  Monaghan  Feb  4,  1298 
ISanitary  Accommodation,  Clones,  Monaghan 

Feb  5,  1425 
Workmiatresses,  Ireland  Feb  8, 1556 

McAsTHUB,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Comwallf  St. 
AuateU 

Sumily :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Government 
Feb  6,  1498, 1499 

MACABTNEY,  Mr.  W.  O.  ELU- 
SON  (Secretary  to  ihe  Admiralty), 

Antrim,  S. 

Belleville  Boilers  Jan  26,  513 

nieg^  Trawling,  Irish  Coast  Feb  1,  913 

Naval 

Outfit      4, 1292 

Pensions  Jan  26,  612 

Repairs,  SM.S.  Black  iVimv  Jan  26,  613 

Beeerre  Jan  26,  509 
Troopships,  Ballasting  Feb  1.  905 
Unification  of  Time  at  Sea  Jan  21,  191 

McCauiont,  General  Hugh,  Antrim,  N. 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)  Fth  8, 1605 

McCartan,  Mr.  M.,  Doien,  S. 
Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  Jan  26,  891 
Fair  Rent  ApplieatiiHU^  Honngfaan  Jan  25, 
384 

Judicial  Bents,  Ireland  Jan  21,  ISO 
Land  Sab-CommissionerB  Jan  25,  399 
Queen's  Speech,  Jan  21,  238 

Macdona,  Mr.  J.  Cwmmino,  Southcark, 
Botherhithe 
Floating  Derelicts  Feb  2,  1034 
Notice  of  Motion  Jan  27,  602 
Parish  Rasters  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  26,  516 
Railway  Return  Tickets  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  8, 
1639 

M'Hdqh,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Leitrim,  N. 
itgricultural  Pricee,  Ireland  F^  2, 1035 
Army  Contracts,.  Ireland  Jau  29,  788 
Catholic  University,  Ireland  Feb  I,  925 
Congested  Districts  Board,  Ireland  Jatt  25, 388 
Horse  Breeding,  Ireland  Jan  25,  368 
Irish  PubUc  Boards,  Audit  Jan  25,  889 
Leitrim 

Eviction  Feb  6,  1419 

Land  Conunission  Jan  28,  673 

Lane>Foz  Estate  Feb  5,  1423 

Road  Contracts  Feb  5, 1422 
Loans  to  Tenants,  Ireland  Feb  2,  1044 
Newry  Board  of  Guardians  Jan  29,  787 
Police  Reserve  Forces,  Dublin  Feb  2, 1041 
Private  Bill  Legishition  Feb  4, 1290 
Queen's  Speech  Jam  21,  210 
Royal  Iriab.  Constabalwy  Jm  28, 671 
School  Teachers*  Pensions,  Ireland  Feb  2, 1049 
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M'HuoH,  Bfr.  p.  JL—ewt, 
.  SliRo 

Vost  Office  Feb  I,  906 
Street  Preaching  in  Jan  28,  498 
Stipendiary  Magietrates,  Ireland  /«»  28,  674 
Technical  Education,  Ireland  Feb  I,  910 
Treaaory  Loans,  Irehuid  Jan  29,  787 
Unlawful  Possaanon  Bill,  2R.  Jm  29,  879, 
880,  881 

McIVEB,  Sir  LBwia,  Bart.,  Editthurghy  W. 
Police  (Scotland)  Iaw  Amendment  Bill,  Intro. 
Jan  22,  303 

McKenna,  Mr,  B.,  Momnrntihshire^  N. 
Bangerous  I'radee  Jan  25,  388 
Notice  of  Motion  Jati  27,  601 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  26,  560 
TlnUvfulPosMBeion  Bill,  2R.  Jtm  29,  870 

HoKiLLOP,  Mr.  James,  Stirlingshire 
Foundry  Workers  Jan  26,  494 

Maclkan,  Mr.  J.  M.,  C<vrdiff 
British  South  Africa 
Committee  Jan  26, 514 ;  Jan  28, 762 ;  Jan  29, 
822 

Company  Jan  20,  172 
Indian  Famine 
Fl^e,  and  Jan  21,  178  ;  Jm  22,  287 
Sale  of  Silver  Jan  26,  607 
.  Queen's  Speedi 26,  546,  548 
■  Iteinrro  Prisoners  at  Fntinia  Jm  21,  183 ; 
Fthh,  1296 
Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act  (1881)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  651,  652 

McLeod,  Mr,  John,  Sutherltrnd  . 
Mediterranean  Garrison,  Brigade  of  Guards 

Fedi,  1278 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

Bill,  2B.       27,  625 
Quem's  Speech  Jan  22.  346 
Voluntary  Schoob  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  4,  1409, 

1410 

Maclure,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Lancashire,  S.E., 
Strei/ord 
Unlawful  Poesession  Bill,  2B.  Jan  29,  881 

MacNeill,  Mr.  J.  G.  Swift,  Donegal,  S. 
Barracks  Act  (1890)  Feb  8,  1643 
Cork  Winter  Assizes  Jaii  25,  402 
Donegal 

Petty  Sessions  Feb  4, 1284,  1285 

Post  Office,  Trosses  Jan  25,  401 
Experiments  on  Living  Animals  Feb  4,  1287, 

1288,  1289  ;  Feb  5,  1431 
Irish  Resident  Magistracy  Feb  4,  1807 
Li^thouse  Keepen  Feb  2, 1064 
Loan  Fund  fioud,  Ireland  Jmt  21, 191 
Queen's 

Beign  (Treason-felony  lUsoners)  Jan  28, 
690.;  Feb  6,  1486 

Speech  Jan  21,  262 
I^hef  of  Kassila  Feb  8,  1557,  1558 
Boyal  Irish  Constabtdary  Jan  23,  400,  401 : 

JUm26,  511;  Ftb^,  1286 
Special  Commiarioner  of  Assice  (Mr.  Darling) 
.  Jm  21, 196, 197 

Volonta^  Schods  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  2, 1181 


Kanhood  Snffirage  (Ireland)  Bill 

c  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Pamell;  Read  1°  Jan  22. 
302 

Maple,  Sir  J.  Blundell,  Camberwdl^ 
Jhdunch 

SduMil  Board  for  London .  (Elections)  Bill, 
Intro.  Jan  22,  297 

Karine  Insnranee  Bill 

/.  Pres.,  Lord  HerscheU;  Bead  1»  Feb  4,  1211 

Marks,  Mr.  Harrt  H.,  Toicer  ffamUts, 

St.  Qeorffe's  tn  the  Swt 
Labour  Department,  Local  Coixespondenti 

Feb  1,  922 

RaUng  of  Government  Property,  London 

Feb  4,  1308 
Srarvice  fVanchise  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  291 

Harriage  with  a  Becaased  Wife's  Siitw 

Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  A.  Spicer ;  Bead  1"  Jan  22,  297 

Mairied  Panona  Small  Industrial  Ii^ 

eomes  (Tax  Selief)  Bill 
«.  Intio.,  Mr.  G.  G.  T.  BsrUey ;  Bead  1*  Rb  I, 

1027 

Massey-Mainwaring,  Hon.  W.  F.  B., 
Fin^mryt  Central 
South  Kendi^^  Museum  Aft  1,  923 

Members  of  Farliamsnt  (Toeation  of 
Seats)  BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Sir  J.  F.  Leese ;  Bead  1"  Jan  22,  297 

Kerchandise  Harks  Act  (1887)  Am«n^ 
ment  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  Bead  !»  Jan  22,  302 
2R.,  Sir  H.  Vincent,  602,  604,  608,611.616, 

618,  620,  632,  640.  641,  642  ;  Sir  J.  Wood- 
house,  604 ;  Mr.  A.  F.  Godson,  605 ;  Mr. 
fiitehie,  605,  608,  609 ;  Mr.  J.  Bryce,  608. 
609, 618 ;  Mr.  T.  P.  Whittaker,  610,61 1 ;  Sir 
A.  K.  Rollit,  613,  [Motion)  616.  620  ;  Mr. 
T.  Lough.  616,  620;  [Mr.  Speakw,  616, 

619,  644;]  Mr.  W.  Field,  616;  Sir  W. 
Harcourt,  617,  618  ;  Sir  F.  S.  Powell,  619; 
(Motion  withdtwn,  620) ;  Mr.  R.  Purria, 
622 ;  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  622,  625,  638  ;  Mr.  J. 
McLeod,  625 ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Monddla,  626, 628  : 

.  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,  628 ;  Mr.  F.  A.  Channing. 

631 ;  Mr.  J.  Kenyon,  631 ;  Colonel  Milwud, 

631,  632  ;  Mr.  G.  Kemp,  633  ;  Mr.  Locaa- 

Shadwell,  633;  Mr.  A.  F.  Jeffreys,  636; 

Mr.  G.  Whiteley,  635:  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan. 

637,  640;  Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke,  638;  Mr. 

Jesse  Collings,  640,  641,   642;  (IHritimi, 

644)    Jan  27 
2R.  negatived  Jan  27,  644 

MEBCHAHT  8HIFPIV0 

BaliHlore  Harbour,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  A.  Mr. 

Otaham  Murray  Feb  4,  1269 
Carriage  of  A  aimaJt,  Channel  Trafie,  Q.Mr.W. 

Field  ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long  Jan  22,  289 
Cholera  Outbreak,  w.  2fi^  Q.  Sir  B,  W. 

Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  RumU  Jam  22,  288 
Coal  Shipment*,  Q.  Mr.  D.  A. Thomas;  .^Mr. 

Ritchie  Jan  26, 496 
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CullmoHt  at  fv-a 
Kew  Sffulatioii.1,  Q.Mr.  Gibeon  BowIm;  A. 

Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  29,  796 
Steantthip  Siren  with  ifjf.  Gmibeat  Landrail, 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Gahooly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  J.  GoBchwi 

Jao  28,  677 

Chhur'hUnd  7>«fa,  Sailon.  Q:  Mr.  Ambrose, 

Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff ;  A:  Ifr.  Hitchie  Feb  1, 907 
Cbffii  Riea  Packet  Can,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogon ; 

./I.  Mr.  Cunton  Jan  26,  498 
3)auttC»  Roek  Lightship,  Qi.  Captain  Donelan, 

Mr.  W,  Field;  A$.  Mr.  Akers-Bouglaa 

Jan  21,  181.    Qi.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  T. 

HarringtoD;  As.  Mr.  XUtchie  /<m  22,  273. 

Qt.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Captain  Donelan ;  At. 

Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  25,  405.    0«.  Mr.  W. 

Field,  Captain  Donelan;  At.  Mr.  Ritchie 

Jan  28,  672 
Dublin  Port  and  Boekt  Sitl,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ; 

A.  Mr.  G.  Balfonr  Jan  29,  794 
Jiiiblin,  Port  (target,  Qt.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 

'iSx.  J.  L,  Carew;  A$.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson 

Jm  22,  279 
Duty  on  Seoteh  Herringt,  Q.  Mr.  5.  G.  Weir  ; 

A.  Mr.  Cnrzon      2,  1089 
Sarbom-» 

Balintore,   Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir;  A.  Mr. 

Oiaham  Murray  FA  4,  1269 
Fa«rh0ad,  Q.  Sir  J.  Lang ;  A.  Ur,  Gzahani 

Mnmy  Feb  4, 1272 
iWf  3>fla,  Itland  fit  Zewit,  Q.  Hr.  J.  G. 

Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Murr^  Feb  4, 1269 
Soi/al  Ca$taL  Longford,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fanell ; 

A.  Mr.  Bitchie  Feb  4, 1276 
JUrgal 

Snwly  of  Seamen,  Qlatgotr,  Q,  Mr.  J,  O.  A. 

Baud;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Mumy  F^  4, 

1283 
Trawling 

Cork,  Q*.  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  P.  J. 

Power;  Aa.lSx.  G.Balfour      8,  IS«9 
IritA  Coatt,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  Gilhooly,  Captain 

Donelan,  Colonel  Waring;  At.  Mr. 

Macartney,  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Feb  1,  913. 

Q.  GoloneL  Waring;  A,  Mr.  G.Ballbnr 

Feb  2,  lose 
JVmiAtn,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  At.  Mr. 

Graham  Murray  Jan  21,  193 
Scialand,  Qt.  Mr.  D.  N.  Nicol,  Mr.  J.  O. 

Weir ;  At.  Mr.  Graham  Murray /on  28, 

676.    Qt.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir;  At.  Mr. 

Qraham  Murray  Feb  2,  1086 ;  Feb  4, 

1287 

Iiifnrie*  to  Workmm,  Foreign  Shipomten^  Q. 

Mt.  J.  F.  Flannery  ;  A.  Sir  Matthew  White 

Ridley  Jan  28,  68fi 
Irith  Liffhtt  Board,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field  :  A.  Mr. 

Akera-Douglas  Jan  21,  190.    Qt.  Mr.  W. 

Field  ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;]  At.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  22,  290.   Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ; 

A.  Ur.  Ritchie  /m  29, 786 
l^andof  Zewii 

Port  yett  JdrSwr,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  A. 
Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  4,  1269 

l\impan  Head  Lighthmue,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G. 
Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie      2, 1048 
Lighthoute 

Keepert.  Qt.  Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU,  Oenetal 
Uune;  At.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  2, 1064 

Tinmpaa  Bead,  latand  of  Zmtw,  Q.  Mr.  J.  O. 
Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Aft  2, 1048 

[eont. 


MERCHAXT  SHIPPIA'G—cont. 
Lightthip,  Darnit't  Roek,  Q».  Captain  Donelan, 

Mr.  W.  Field;  At.  Mr.  Aker«-Douglaa 

Jan  21,  181.    Qt.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  T. 

Harrnigton ;  At.  Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  22,  273. 

Qt.  Vx.  M.  Healy,  Captain  Donelan ;  At. 

Mr.  Ritchie  Jau  25,  40fi.     Q».  Mr.  W. 

Field,  Captain  Donelan ;  At.  Mr.  Ritchie 

Jan  28,  672 
ioM  of  Life  at  Sea,  Mereantile  Marine,  Qt. 

Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  J.  Havelock  Wilson  ; 

[Mr.  Speaker  {I  At.  Mr.  Ritehie  Feb  4, 1300 
Mail  Oontraet  Subtidien,  Q.  Mr.  Henniker 

Beaton ;  A.  Mr.  Hanhury  Feb  1,  919 
Mercantile  Marine 

Clastif  cation,   Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie  Feb  I,  919 

Lott  of  Life  at  Sea,  Qt.  Colonel  Denny,  Mr. 
J.  Havelock  Wilson ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;]  At. 
Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  i,  1300 
Mitting  Steamer,  ^tde  of  Georgia,  Q.  Mr.  J. 

Bryce ;  A.  Mr.  O.  J.  Goechen  Jan  28,  689 
North  Sea  Convention,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir, 

Captain  Sinclair;  At.  Mr.  Graham  Murray, 

Mr.  Curron  Feb  8,  1639 
Peterhead  Harbour,  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr. 

Graham  Murray  Feb  4,  1272 
Pollen  Fishery,  Lough  Neagh,       Mr.  P.  C. 

Doopm,  Mr.  J.  Dillon ;  At.  Ur.  G.  Balfour 

Feb  1,912 

Pbrt  Charget,  Dublin,  Q».  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Carew ;  At.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson 
Jofi  22,  279 

J%rt  Nets  Harbour,  Island  of  Lewis,  Q.  Mr. 
J.  G.  Weir ;  A,  Mr.  Graham  Unrray  Feb  4, 
1269  „ 

Qi$aranHiie,  ©•.SSrW.  Wedderbnm,  Sir  B.  W. 
Foeter;  At.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Feb  6,  1420 

Soi/al  Ouiai  Harbour,  Longford,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P. 
FarreU ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  .4, 127S 

Shipping 

Maritime  Property,  and  fCompentation  for 
Injurg),  Q.  Sir  J.  C(domb ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoor  Feb  1,  025 
Matters  at  Antieerp,  Q.  Mr.  T.  P.Whittaker ; 
A.  Mr.  Cnrzon  J>ft  1,  900 
Siivn,  Steamthip,  CoHition  with  H.M.  Gunboat 
Landrail,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Gilhooly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  J. 
Goe«hen  Jan  28,  677 
State  of  Georgia,  Minting  Steamer,  Q.  Mr.  J. 

Bryce;  A.  Mr.  G.  J.  Ooschen  Jan  28,689 
rwmpan  Head  Lighthouse,  Itland  of  Leicit,  Q. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Weir;  A.  Mr. Ritchie  Feb  2, 1048 

Kerehant  Shipping  Aott  Attendmeat 
Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  W.  Field ;  Read  I"  Jan  27,  660 

Mbtbden,  Lord 
Army,  Increase  of  Starangth  Feb  4, 126S 

KETSOFOLIS 

Armmian  Refugee  Killed  in  London,  Qi.  Sir  W. 

LawBon,  Mr.  J.  O'KeUv  ;  As.  Sir  Matthew 

WWte  Ridley  Jan  28,  667 
Rethnal  Given,  St.  Jnde's  School,  Q.Ut.  A.  E. 

Hutton ;  A,  Sir  J.  Gonrt  Jan  25,  886 
Birth  artifiaatt,  Q.  Mr.  E.  Boulnois ;  A.  Ifc. 

T.  W.  RuaeU  Jan  28,  663 
Bri'.ish  Museum  Staf,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ;  A. 

Mf.  Hanbury  2,1046 
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Cai  LieeitceB,  Q.  Mr.  T.  G.  Fardell ;  A.  Sir 

Matthew  White  Ridlev  Feb  1,  908 
Chitdrtn*»  Metropolitan  Anf/Mmt  Board,  Q.  Br. 

Farqnharson ;  A.  Mr.  H.  Chaplin  Feb  8, 

LM8 

S09  Mmling,  Q.  Dr.  Farquharson ;  A.  Hr. 

W.  Long  Feb  I,  920 
Houri  of  Polling,  Q.  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilson ;  A. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BaUour  Fei  4,  1312 
Sout0a»/  Pariiament 
Memoera'  Smkino  AeeommodatiM  fComtnoniJ, 
Qi.  Ue.  0.  Wolff,  Hr.  ReM  Davies ;  A*. 
Mr.  Akere-Bouglas  Feb  4,  1302 
Sale  of  SntoxieaHtn,  Qg.  Sir  W.  Lawson,  Mr, 
J.  W.  LoRan,  Mr.  T.  Bayley ;  At.  Sir  R 
Webflter  Jan  21,  197.    Qs.  Sir  W.  Law- 
Bon;   Ab.   Lord  StatUev,  Mr.   A.  J. 
BaUoor  i»  5,  1434 
iMorporatioK,  Metropolitan  Dialriett,  Qt.  Mr.  T. 

Lough ;  At.  Mr.  H.  Chaplin  Feb  1,  910 
Mall,  Condition  of  Road,  Q.  Mr.  C.  J.  Monk ; 

A.  Mr.  Akera-Douglas  Feb  8,  1540 
Metropolilan  Railway,  Ventilation,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G. 

Weir  :  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  4,  1276 
National 

GalUry  and  Bntith  Mutenm,  fiundays,  Qi. 
Captain  Donelan;  At.  Mr.  Hanhuiy 
Fa  4, 1298 

Portrait  Oallari/,  Toliee  Ftvtection,  Q.  Lord 
Bakarree  ;  A.  Mr.  Uanbary  Jan  29,  782 
Poor  Law  Sehooh,  Qt.  Mr.  E.  H.  PiokengiU ; 

At.  Mr.  H.  Chaplin  F^  4,  1310;  F^  S, 

\AZZ;Feb9,  1552 
Friwiltge  Cab  Sjfttem,  Q.  Mr.  T.  Lough ;  A.  Sir 

Matthew  White  Ridley  Jan  25,  896 
Rating  of  Oovertwumt  Property,  Qt.  Mr.  H.  H. 

Marks  ;  At.  Mr.  Hanbory  Feb  4,  1308 
li6uth  Kmtington  Miiteiim,  Qi.  Mr.  Massey- 

Mainwaring ;  An.  Mr.  Hanbnry  Feb  1,  923 
jrilk»den,  St.  Andreic't  School,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  H. 

Yoxall,  Mr.  A.  J.  Mnndella ;  At.  Sir  J. 

Gorat  Feb  2,  1043 
IFtmiMom  Elemmtarji  Sehooh,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C. 

WilliamB  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorat  Feb  4, 1289 

Metropolitan  Police 
Seesional  Order  {e.)  Jan  19,  39 

Ketropolitan  Polioe  ProTuional  Order 
BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  Jesse  Coltings;  Read  I''  Feb  3, 
1178 

Military  Forces  (Maintenance) 
On  Motion,  lliat  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair:  Sir  C.  Duke,  (Ameiidt.)  1565, 
1569, 1586, 1587,  1589;  Mr.  Brodrick,  1569, 
1582,  1586,  1587,  1589,  1605 ;  Major  fiasch, 
1578  ;  Sir  H.  Havelock-Allan,  1591 ;  SirH. 
CampbeU-Bannennan,  1693,  1597;  Mr. 
O.  J.  Oovhen,  1697 ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Btookfleld. 
1598;  Sir  J.  Colomh,  1601;  General 
HcOalmont,  1605;  Sir  E.  T.  Gonrlej, 
1608;  Colonel  Sandva,  1600,  1611;  [Mr. 
Speaker,  1611,  1614  ;1^  Captain  Pirie,  1611, 
1614;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  1615;  Mr. 
Amold-Fonter.  1615  :  Mr.  W.  Allan,  1618; 
Colonel  Welby,  1619;  Mr.  T.  C.  T. 
Warner,  1622 ;  General  RumU,  1623 ;  Mr. 

B.  G.  Wehrter,  1624;  {JHvitioH,  1626) 
FebS 


XUitary  Lands  Act  (1898)  Amwidiiiniit 

BiU 

<■.  Intro.,  Mr.  Brodrick ;  Read  l"  Feb  1,  926 

Military  ITorAw  BUI  (Seh«duU  of  Pro- 
poied  Works) 
Copy  Pm.  (c.)  Feb  1,  1027 

Military  Works  BiU 

c.  In  Com.,  Mr.  Brodrick,  (J/irfiw*)  848, 867,  872 ; 

Sir  C.  Dilke,  860  ;  Sir  J.  Colomb.  862  ;  Mr. 

T.  Lough,  866,  867  ;  General  Laurie,  869 ; 

Mr.  W.  Allan,  870 ;  Colonel  Well^,  871, 

872  ;  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir,  873.  Motimt  Agreed 

to,  874    Jan  29 
On  Rep.  of  Reso. :  Mr.  T.  Lough,  1020  ;  Mr. 

Brodrick,  1020  ;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  1021 ;  Sir  J. 

Colomb,  1022 ;  Sir  W.  Haicourt,  1022 ; 

Sir  M.  Hicka  Beach,  1023 ;  Mr.  J.  Ditloo. 

1023 ;  Mr.  H.  E.  Kearley,  1024 ;  Mr.  VeMj 

Knox,  1024 ;  Dr.  Tanner,  1024 ;  'DirUim, 

1024]   Feb  I 
Reso.  Agreed  to  Feb  1,  1024 
Intro.,  Mr.  Brodrick;  Read  1"  Feb  1,  1025 

(For  Uneetioni  see  ABiir] 

lOUtUBiU 

e.  Intro.,  Major  Raech ;  Read  1°  Jan  22,  301 

MiLWARD,  Colonel  Victor,  Wartmdskire, 
Strat/ord-on-A  von 
Merchandise  Marks  Ant  (1887)  Amendntent 

Bill,  2R.  Jan  27.  6S1,  632 
I^rcels  Poet,  Switierland  Jan  28,  666 

Uines  (Eight  Eonn)  BiU 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  W.  Allen ;  Read  1«  Jam  22^  294 

MISCELLAHEOUS  aVBSTIOHS 

Sirth  Cetiifieatet,  Q.  Mr.  E.  Boolnois  ;  A.  Mr. 

T.  W.  Bassell  Jan  28,  663 
Cathedral  Maintenance,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Willtams ; 

A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour /«  21, 198 
Emigrautt^  Jnformatiom  OJlea,  Q.  Hr.  J.  F. 

Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  Jan  26, 

503 

Epiteopal  Bleetiont,  IHteredUabU  Seme»,  Q.  Mr. 
H.  S.  Foatw ;  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUoor  Feb  4, 
1312 

IntemiOioHal  Monetary  Cottfrrent*,  Q.  Hr.  W. 
Field :  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUbnr  Jan  25,  409 

Licentcd  Prrtnitet,  Advertitementt,  Q.  Mr.  8, 
Young;  A.  Sir  R.  Webster  Feb  4,  1310 

Patented  Invetttiont,  Q,  Mr.  W.  0*MaUey.;  A. 
Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  I,  914 

Queen^t 

Ditnumd  Jubilee,  Vitit  of  Colonial  Prevtiett, 
Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain Feb  1,  924 

ReijfM 

Ooloniet,  Q.  Sir  G.  Baden-Powell ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain  Jan  29,  800 
Elementary  School*,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ; 

A.  Sir  J.  Gorst  Jan  25,  387 
Gifit  of  Seal  Property,  Q.  Sir  J.  T.  BMb- 

ner;     .  Hr.  A.  J.  B^foor  A*  A,  14U 
l^vaton-felony  Ptitonart,  Qt.  Hr.  Swift 

HacNeiU;        Hr.  A.  J.  BaUonr 

Jan  28,  690 ;  Feb  6, 14S0 
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XISCSLLANE0U8  QU£STI0X8—eimi, 
BmtiHff  ^  Qovtmmml  Propert^y  London,  Qa. 

Ur.  H.  U.  Marlai;  Am.  Hr.  Hanbury  Feb  A, 

1808 
Sogal 

Bounty  Fund :  Gtorge  Brookg,  Q».  Mr.  M. 

Davitt,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor;  A$.  Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfour  Feb  6,  1562 
I^rieiie  FHHd,  Q.  Mr.  H.  K  Kearley;  A. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar  Frh  2,  1066 
SfKttktm  iit  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  R.  M.  Dane ;  A. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Bailout  Feb  4,  1811 
SeerH  Snriee  Fund,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jaii  22,  292 
South  Kennngton  Muteum,  Q*.  Mr.  MaSMj- 
Mainvaring;  Ab.  Mr.  Hanbury  1, 
923 

THrA-itIt  Loam,  Q.  Air.  P.  J.  Htanliope ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfoar  Jan  29,  799 


Monk,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Gloucester 

Comity  Courts  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  299 
Mall,  Condition  of  Road  J>«8. 1540 
MiUtary  Works  BiU  Fth  %  1541 

MoNKSWBLL,  Lord 
Army,  Increase  of  StreQf^h  Feb  4,  1265 

MONTEAOLE,  Lofd 
Qoeen's  Hpeecfa  Ja»  19,  35 

MoBE,  Mr.  B.  Jasper,  Shropshire,  LtuUow 
Com  Sales  Feb  4, 1207 


MoBOAN,  Mr.  J.  Lloitd,  Carmarthen- 
shire, W. 

Payment  of  Common  Jurors  Feb  I,  914 
Peasant  Freeholders,  Wales  Jau  26,  489 

MoBLEY,  Mr.  Charles,  Brecknockshire 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  />*  1,  979 

MoRLEY,  Right  Hon.  John,  Montrose 
Burghs 

AdvHuce  to  the  Egyptian  Uovemment  Feb  5, 
1430 

Hofi^ing  Prisoners  Jnii  22,  281 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  21,  216  ;  Jan  22,  325 
Supply  :  £798,802  for  Eg>-ptian  Oovexnment 
Fei  6, 1449,  1452,  1455, 1475,  1488, 1489 


Morton,  Mr.  E.  J.  C,  Dei'on2xyrt 

BnsineBS  of  the  Hoiue :  Voluntary  Schools 
(Aid  Grant)  Feb  2,  1068 


MUNDBLLA,  night  Hon.  A.  J.,  Sheffield, 
Brighiside 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

Bit!,  2K.  Jan  27,  626,  628 
Metric  System  Feb  4,  1276 
Penrhvns  (Lord)  Quarries  ./«h  28,  755 
St.  Andrew's  School,  Willeaden  Feb  2,  1043 
Volnntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  4, 1313 


Knnieipal  Sleettoiu  (Ireland)  (Women) 
BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  Read  I"  Jau  22, 
300 

Honioipal  Pranchtce  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  Engledov ;  Read  1°  Jan  22,  298 


Mnnioipal  PranehiM  dreUnd)  (Ho.  2) 
BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Hbc.  J.  L.  Carew ;  Bead  l"  Jan  22, 
301 

MoRNAGUAN,  Mr.  G.,  Tyrone,  Mid 
Boards  of  Gnardians  and  LabooierB  (Ireland) 

Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  298 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  20,  128;  Jen  21,  235; 

Jan  36,  lAmemU.)  565,  567 


MURRAY,  Right  Hon.  A.  GRAHAM 
(Lord  Advocate),  Buteshire 

Alien  Pauper  Lunatic,  Scotland  Jau  28,  686 

Bslintore  Harbour  Feb  i,  1269 

Congested  Districts  (HighlandB  and  Islands, 

Sootiand)  BiU  Feb  2,  1048 
Croften  Act  (1886)  Frb  2, 1040 
Elementary  Schools,  ScoUand  Feb  2,  1048 
Govemmeoit  Bills  Jan  19,  42 
Harboum 

Balintore  Feb  4,  1269 

Peterhead  Feb  4,  1272 

Port  Neas,  Island  of  Lewis  Ftb  4, 1269 
lUegal 

Su{q>ly  of  Seamen  Feb  4,  1284 

Trawling,  Scotland  Jan   21,  19S,  194; 

Jan  28,  675,  676  ;  Feb  2,  1036;  Febi, 

1287 

Jury  Service,  Yeomanry  Officers  Jan  26,  500 
Local  Government  fio«ra.  Audit  Department 

Jau  22,  279 
North  ScM  Convention  F'eb  8, 1639 
Parish  ConnciUtns,  Scotland  Jau  25, 396 
Parochial  Board  of  Sanquhair  Frb  I,  919 
Peterhead  Harbour  Feb  i,  1272 
Port  Ness  Harbour,  Islsind  of  Lewis  Feb  4, 

1269 

Public  Hoalth  (Scotland)  BiU,  Intro.  Jan  25, 

Queen's  Si>co(.-h  Jan  22,  349,  351,  355 
School 

Itoards,  St.'otland  Feb  2,  1044 
Text-books,  Scothmd  Feb  S,  1639 
Trusts  (ScotUuid)r  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  4,  1314 

National  Museum  (Wales) 
Mr.  Alfred  Thomas  {Xotice  of  Motion)  Jan  26, 
480 

HATY 

First  Lord— Mr.  G.  J.  Goschks 
Secrftary — Mr.  W,  G.  E.  MACARTyBT 
Civil  Lord — Mr.  J.  Avbtsn  Chamberlain 

Admit  ttlty  Chitrtf,  Q.  Mr.  Gibeon  Bowles ;  A, 

Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen  Jau  26,  491 
BeileriUc  Boiins,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Allan ;  A»  Mr. 

Macartney  Jan  26,  313 
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Boat  Aceideiift,  Q.  5Ir.  Gibson  Bowles ;  A.  Mr. 

G.  J.  GoBchen  Jan  28,  665 
CoUitim  at  -Sea,  H.31.  Gunboat  Landrail  and 

and  I,.*.  Siren,  Q.  Mr.  J.  GiUiooly ;  A.  Mr.  I 

G.  J.  Goschen  Jan  28,  677 
Jhirtmouth,  Xanil  College,  Q.  Admiral  KeW;  ' 

A.  Ur.  O.  J.  Goechen  Jan  26,  497 
B.M.S.  Bhek  Prinee,  Xaral  Repairt,  Q.  Captain 

Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney  Jan  26,  513 
IHrgal   Tiair/ififf,  Irish    Coatt,    Qt.    Mr.  J, 

(Jilhooly,     Captain     Donelan,  Colonel 

■Waring ;   At.  Mr.  Macartney,   Mr.  G. 

IMtovrFtb  1,  913 
Zee-Metfard  Jiijfe,  Royal  Marine*,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G. 

Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Auston  Chamberlain  Jan  29, 

796 

Mining  Stftmer,  fflale  of  Georgia,  Q.  Mr.  J. 
Br\'ce ;  A,  Mr.  G.  J.  GoBohen  Jan  28,  689 

Ifaeal 

College,  Dnrt»)outh,  Q.  Admiral  Field; 

Mr.  G.  J.  GoBchen  Jatt  26,  497 
£xamining  £eat^,  Q.  Mr.  tiibwm  Bowles ; 

A.  Mr.  O.  J.  GoBchen  Jan  36,  500 
Outfit,  Q.  Mr.  H.  E.  Kearley ;   A.  Mr. 

Macartney  Ff  6  4,  1292 
FcimoHf,  Q.  Mr.  R.  G  Webster;  A.  Mr. 

Macartney  Jan  26,. .512 
Repair-,  H.M.S.  Blark  PHnee,  Q.  Captain 
Dimclan  ;  A.  Mr.  Mapartney  Jan  26,  513 
Same  of  WarsMipt,  Q».  Mr.  Gihaon  Bowles  ; 

Ai>.  Mr.  G.  J.  Goschm  Jan  26,  491 
Soga/  Xatal  Re»ef9e,  Qi.  Mr.  W.  Field,  Mr. 
\i.  G.  Webster;  Aa.  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr. 
G.  J.  Goschen  Jan  26,  508 
Trainiitg  Ship,  Bclfant  Lough,  Q.  Mr.  t*.  Toung ; 

A.  Mr.  Auflten  Chamberlain  Jan  29,  789 
TroopMhipt  fliallantingj,  Q.  Mr.  VicaryGibbs; 
A.  Mr.  Macartney  ttb  1,  904 

NicoL,  Mr.  Donald  N.,  Argyllshire 
in^l  Trawling  Jan  28,  675 

NORTHBBOOK,  Earl  of 
Indian  Famine       1,  896 

NoBTHcoTK,  Hon,  Sir  Stafford,  Bart., 
Exeter  ' 

Itegistration  of  Firms  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  5, 1436 

O'Bribn,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.,  Cork  City 
Uaeen'a  Speech  Jan  20,  1 36 

O'Bribk,  Mr.  Patrick,  Kilkenny  City 

British  Soath  Africa  Committee  Jan  29,  823 
Customs  Outdoor  OflRcers,  Ireland  Feb  4,  1294 
IJog  Liceneefl  Frb  1,90« 
Finner  Rifle  Range,  Donegal  Feb  2,  1063 : 

jas,  1536 
Grangegomun  IVison,  Dublin  Jen  25,  383 
Inuanitv  Feb  4,  1282 

Irish  KlailServica  Jtn  25,  39fi  ;  Feb  4.  1279 
1280 

•  Monntjoy  Prison,  Health  of  Prisoner  Feb  1, 
908 

Kattonal  Board  of  F^ueation,  Ireland  Jan  25, 
391 

[tOHt. 


CBbibk,  Mr.  V.-^vit. 

Poor  Law  Franchise  (Ireland)   Bill,  Intro. 

Jan  22,  301 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  120;  Jan  20,  123 
Secret  Servico  Fund  Jan  22,  292 
TWaon -felony  Prisooers  Jan  28, 667 
Walerfoid  Baccm  Trade  INmate  Jan  26,  504, 

605 

Ooonpying   Tenants*  Enfranchisement 
(Purchase  of  Fee  Simple)  Bill 

r.  Intro..  Mr.  G.  C.  T.  Bartley ;  Read     Feb  1, 
1027 

O'Connor,  Mr.  Arthur,  Donegal^  E. 

Agricultural  rKstress,  Weatport  Union  Jmm  21, 
175 

Army  Retired  Pay  Feb  8,  1654 
Committals  to  Assizes  Jan  25.  39.%  396 
Loan  Fund  Board,  Ireland  Jan  21,  192 
Taxation,  Ireland  Ja»  25,  379 

O'Connor,  Mr.  James,  Wicklow^  W. 
Convicts,  Escaped  Jan  21,  189 
Irish 

Lighla  Board  Feb  1,  915  . 
Resident  Magirtracy  Fth  4, 1307 
Local  Government,  Ireland  Frb  I,  922 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Liverpool,  Scotland 
Royal  Bounty  Fund  :  George  Brooks  Fek  6, 
1563 

O'Krbffe,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Limerick 
Aukeaton  and  Kilmallock  Abbeys  Jan  22,  S'Q 
Irish  Militia  Jem  28,  677 
Limerick 

Mitifauy  Barracks  Jim  22,  280 

Post  Office  Jan  21, 17B 
Protection  of  Ancient  Monumenta,  Ireland 

Jai,  29,  797 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  20,  139 
Solicitors'  Licence  Dutv,  Ireland  /««  26,  49.) 
Telegraph  Facilities,  lAmerick  Ja»  29,  790 

O'Kbllt,  Mr.  Jahbs,  Ro$eommon^  X. 
Armenian  Refugee  Killed  in  London  Jmn  38, 

667 

Land  Iaw  (Ireland)  (No.  3]  Bill,  Intro.  Jmm  22, 
300 

Purduwe  of  Haldings,  Ireland  Fti  1,  006 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  21,  243 

OlA  Age  ProTident  Peniioiu  Bill 

e,  Intro.,  Mr.  O.  0.  T.  Bartiey ;  Read  l"  Jmn  26, 

516 

CMalley,  Mr.  W.,  Galwayt  Connamra 

Connemara 

Distress  Jan  2o,  385 

EvictionH  fV4  2,  1036 
ratented  InveDtions  Feb  1,  914 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  21,  250 

ONSLOW,  Earl  of  (Under  Seemtwrj 
of  Stale  for  India) 
Indian  Famine  Feb  l,  894,  899 :  Feb  9, 1533 
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Oatdoor  ProTident  Belief  Bill 
e.  Intra,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.  BartUy;  Beul  1"  Jm  26, 
616 

Outlawries  Bill 

r.  Bead     Jan  19,  30 

Feriih  Bogisters  Bill 

«.  Intio^  Ur.  J.  C.  Macdona ;  Bead  1"  Jttm  26, 
616 


Iparltamtnt. 


LOBUS 

MSBTIXO  07  Pakuuiknt  Jm  10 
Tha  SesBkm  of  Parliament  opened  by  Com* 
minion 

fRaStiifi  fRm  Oractoutf  ^ptetl^ 

Delivered  by  the  Loku  Cuascellor 

Boll  ok  thb  Loaw — Delivered  Jan  18,  6 

The  Qiekn'b  Speech  having  been  Kcported 
by  the  Lord  Chancellok  :  An  Addrees  to 
Heb  Majestt  thereon  Moved  by  the 
Marquees  of  Bath,  the  Motion  being 
Seconded  by  Lord  Kehton   Jan  19,  6 

AnoRBse  in  Answer 
/ffu  19 — Slarquessof  Bath,6;  Lord  KenyoD, 
9 ;  Earl  of  Kimberley,  12,  18,  28  ; 
llaraneoB  of  Salisbary,  18, 25,  28  ; 
Lord  Castletown,  35 ;  Lord  Mont< 
eagle,  35 ;  Addreaa  Agreed  to 
nemitic  dittrittietite,  36 
Jan  28 — IIkr  ALuestt'r  Axbvbr  to  thk 
AuuRBw— Itoported,  661 

Btunnwa  of  the  Ilotise 

^Idjonrnmfnt  —  SlarqueM  of  Salisbury 
{Malimt)  Jmi  21,  173.  Marqacea  of 
Saliabnry,  {Xfttim)  662 ;  £«rl  of  Kim- 
berley, 662   Jau  28 

(Jommitt''.fit 
Afpeal-~A^wAT\XeA  Jan  19,  36 
CAfftrwAH— The  Karl  of  llorloy  appointed, 

ttmiM  ditaciitifiitf,  to  take  the  Chair  in 

all  Committeea  of  this  House  for  this 

Keenon   Jan  19,  36 
Mwte  ^  jAn-dt  Offieet,  fklert — Appointed 

Feb  4, 1242 
Joiirna/t,  HHh-Cuiiimitlee  for  the — Appointed 

Jan  19,  36 
TriviUgn — Appointed  Jaa  19,  36 
£rfn4MH_Appointed  Feb  4,  1242 ;  Feb  5, 

M17 

Wawrfiwff— Ordered  Feb  4,  1242 
Standing  Appointed  Feb  4,  1241 

Statute  Law  RerwioH  Bill*,  He,,  Joint — 
Resolved,  That  it  is  desimble  to  Apiwint, 
and  ilcKsage  sent  to  Commons  to  Acquaint 
therewith,  and  to  desire  tiieir  Concorrenee 
Jait  28,  661 

Seven  Lords  Appointed,  and  MesSHce  sent 
to  Commons  to  Acqnaint  therewiw,  and 
to  reqncflt  tbem  to  Appmnt  Seven  of  that 
Hoiuse  to  be  joined  with  them   Feb  2, 

1029 


FABLIAMENT—Lordi—cont. 
Miscellaneous 
Stwpaga  in  the  Street*— Order  to  JVfioif, 
Benewed  Jan  19,  86 

Peen  Introduced 

Jan  19 — Augustus  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield 
Froderick  -  Lwd  Ardilailiop  of 

Canterbury 
Uandetl  Lord  Bishop  of  London 

H^vreaerUeUwe  Peers  for  Ireland 

Limeriek,  Eati  of^  Claim  to  Tote  Bead  and 
Referred  to  Lord  CbaneeUor  Jan  28, 661 

Sai  First 

Jan  19— Marquees  of  Bath,  after  the  deilh 
of  his  father 
Earl  Hondas,  after  the  death  of  his 
father 

COMMONS 

Address  in  Armoer  to  Her  Majeaty't 
Most  Gracious  Speech 
Jan  19 — The  tjuEBN's  Si'KBtii  ha^'ins;  been 
reported  by  Me.  SPEAKEU:  An 
humble  Address  thereon  Moved 
by  Viscount  Folkbstonf,  42 ;  and 
Seconded  by  Mr.  A.  Ltttblton, 
46.  Debate :  Sir  W.  Uarcourt,  49, 
54,  76,  79;  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
54 ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfo-ir,  71,  76,  77, 
78,  80;  Mr.  E.  Blake,  77,  80  ;  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  77  ;  Mr.  J.  Dillon,  77  ; 
Mr.  S.  Smith,  80  ;  Sir  E.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett,  83;  Mr.  H.  Broadhnrst, 
86 ;  Mr.  D.  H.  CoghiU,  88  ;  Mr. 
H.  Labonchere,  92  ;  Sir  C.  DUke, 
93,  97;  Iiord  O.  Hamilton,  97; 
Mr.  J.  Bryce,  98  ;  Mr.  Curzon, 
98,  101,  119,  120;  Mr.  F.  S. 
Stevenson,  101 ;  Mr.  R.  Pierpoint, 
102 :  Mr.  J.  J.  Oancy,  103 ;  Mr. 
Uibeon  Bowles,  104;  Mr.  J.  (\ 
Itickett,  107;  Major  Basch,  109; 
Mr.  T.  R.  Buchanan,  110;  Mr. 
.1.  A,  Pease,  (Jmendt.  Slavery  in 
/■inzibar)  112;  Mr.  T.  Bayley, 
118;  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  119; 
{.Itttrndt.  icithdrairn,  120):  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  120;  Mr.  J.  Uhambelrain, 
120 

Jm  20— Debate  Resumed  :  Mr.  P.  O'Brien. 

{AmentU.  Treason-felony  Friaonm) 
123;  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn  126;  Mr.  O. 
Mumeghan,  128  ;  Mr.  J.  3. 
Clancv,  129,  131  ;  [Mr.  Speaker, 
131,  134,  135,  147,  153;]  Mr. 
J.  Tuily.  132  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson, 
133;  Sir.  T.  M.  Healy,  134, 
135,  147;  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  136; 
Mr.  W.  Field,  136;  Mr.  W. 
Abraham  (Cork),  138  ;  Mr.  F.  A. 
O'Keeffe,  139;  Sir  J.  Leng,  140; 
Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  142 
147,  162,  153;  Mr.T.  HarringU.n, 
148 :  Mr.  M.  Dantt,  151,  152, 153 ; 
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Addma  in   Amtrtr   to  Her  Mojetti/t,  Most 
Oraeiout  Spfreh—cont. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SuIUvan,  154;  Dr. 
Tanner,  154  ;  (Divitiori,  15C)  ;  Mr. 
J.  Dillon,  {Ammd*.  Agriculture  in 
Ireland)  1S7,  161;  Mr.  A.  J. 
ItaUonr,  161 ;  Mr.  J.  Daly,  170 

/m  21— Debate  Resunied  on  Mr.  DiU<»i*B 
Amcndt :  Mr.  J.  Daly,  202 ;  Mr. 
«.   Drage,    203;    Sir.    It.  M. 
Dane,   206;    Mr.   D.  KUbride, 
206:  Mr.  P.  A.   M'Hugh,  210; 
Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  215,  216,  217, 
245;   Mr.  J.  Dillon,    216;  Mr. 
J.  Morley,  216;  Mr.  J.  J.  Cluncy, 
216, 229, 233 :  Mr.  Serjeant  Hemp- 
hill,  222 ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  225, 
227;  [Mr.  Speaker,  220,  227,  239, 
246;]  Mr.  SI.  I)a\-itt,  233;  Mr. 
J.  Tully,  233 ;  Mr.  (J.  Murnaghan, 
235;   Mr.  W.  Field,   236  ;  Mr. 
P.  C.    Doogan,   237  ;   Mr.  M. 
MeOuian,  238 ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell, 
289 ;  Mr.  J.  O'Kelly,  243;  Mr.  T. 
Lough,  244,  245,  246  :  Major 
.TamcBon,  249  ;  Mr.  W.  O'Malley, 
250;  Mr.  D.  Kheehy,  261  ;  Dr.  K. 
Ambrose,   253 ;   [DUitiott,   2S6) ; 
Jlr.  Engledow,  [JiMJidt.  Catholir 
University  Education  in  Ireland} 
257  ;  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill,  262 ; 
Mr.  W.  Johnston,  267;  Mr.  T. 
Harrington,  268 
Jnn  22— Debate  SesomedonMr.  EngIedow'« 
Amendt. :  Mr.  T.  Harrington,  305, 
308,  309,  320 ;  Mr.  W.  Johnston, 
308,  309  ;  Mr.  W.  E.  H.  Lecky, 
313  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  319,  320, 
330,  362,  370  ;  Mr.  J.  Morley,  325  ; 
Mr.  Veaey  Knox,  327,  330 ;  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  331,  333,  334,  366 ; 
Mr.  E.  H.  Carson,  333,  334  ;  Mr. 
Engledow,  335 ;    {Amenift.  tcUh- 
drmni,   335) ;   Mr.   J.  G.  Weir, 
(Amendt,   Crofters   in  Scotland) 
336,  351;  Mr.  J.  Caldwell,  341  ; 
Dr.  Farquharson,  343;  Mr.  J. 
McLeod,  346 ;   Mr.  M.  Davitt, 
347,  351,  376;  Mr.  Hedderwick, 
348 ;    Mr.    J.    Colville,    349 ; 
Mr.  Graham  Murray,  349,  351, 
855;   Dr.  G.  B.  Clark,  362;  Sir 
W.  ■\Vedderbam,  355  ;  Mr.  A.  D. 
Provand,  356 ;  (Dirinhn,  358)  ;  Sir 
n.  Howorth,  {Auifudt.  Dynami* 
tarda'  Rcleaae)  359,  362,  366,  368  ; 
[Mr.  Speaker,  367 ;]  Mr.  J.  Low- 
ther,  373,    374;    Kir  Matthew 
^\^ute  Ridley,  878, 374 
Jim  25 — Debate    Resumed    on    Sir  H. 

Howorth's    Amendt.  :     Mr.  M. 
Davitt,  411 ;  Sir  Matthew  mite 
Ridlev,  418,  428  ;   Mr.  H.   H.  I 
Asquith,  425,  428  ;  Mr.  J.  Dillon,  ' 
427,  428 ;  Mr.  Sydney  Gedge,  428 ;  ; 
Sir   H.    Howorth,   429 ;   [Mr.  ' 
Speaker,  430,  457;]  Mr.  T.  M.  I 
Hmlv.  430 ;   (Atnendt.  negatived, 
431);  Mr.H.E.Kc«rli.y,  (Aiiirttdt. 
h'wd  Prwlacts)  431,  443,  457 ; 

[tout. 


EX,  ^ 

PA  RLIAMEXT—  Cmnmom—oont. 

Addieu   in  Atutccr  to  Ser  Majrat/t  MaU 
Graeimu  Sptceh  -  cont. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Jeffrey's,  435 :  Mr.  M. 
Healy,  436  :  Mr.  "RadcUlfe  Cooke, 
440;  ilr.  T.  W.  Ituaeell.  441. 
448;  Sir  B.  W.  Footer,  444 ;  Mr. 
O.  Lambert,  446 ;  Geoend  Lanrifi, 
449;  Mr  F.  A.  Channing,  449; 
Hir  J.  Leng,  451 ;  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  454,  457  :  Mr.  T.  Lough, 
455  ;  (Amendt.  tieyatirrd^  457) ; 
Mr.  K  Strachey,  467  ;  Mr.  J.  U. 
Wilson,  (Am»H^.  Manning  of 
British  Merchant  Vessda)  458, 481, 
482,  487  ;  Mr.  A.  D.  I'rovand,  471 ; 
Sir  A.  B.  Forwood,  473.  474,  475. 
486 ;  Mr.  J.  Bums,  474  :  Sir  C. 
Dilke,  475  ;  Mr.  Kitchie,  480,  481, 
482 ;  Mr.  A.  F.  Warr,  483 ;  Dr. 
G.  B.  CUrk,  485.  486  ;  {Amem^. 
trit/idrtitrn,  487) 
Jan  26— DclHite  Reeumed  :  Sir  W.  Wedder- 
bum,  (Aiu'udt.  Indian  Famine) 
617,  528,  533;  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilaoo, 
520 ;  Sir  J.  Fergoflwm,  532 ; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Roberta,  525;  Mr. 
Bhownaggree,  527,  528,  531,  549, 
550;  Mr.  C.  E.  Schwann,  531: 
liord  G.  Hamilton,  532,  534; 
Sir  H.  Fowler,  541  ;  Mr.  J.  M, 
Itlaclean,  546,  548 ;  [Mr.  Speskcr. 
648,  550,  567,  684,  596  ;]  Dr.G.  R 
Clark,  549,  550 ;  {DiruioH,  5-52; ; 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  553  ;  Mr.  E. 
Strachey,  {Amendt.  H^iatnitimi 
Iaws]  554  ;  Mr.  J.  Brigg,  558: 
Mr.  R.  G.  Webster,  560 ;  Mr.  R. 
McKenna,  560 ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Raieell. 
561:  Sir  A.  K.  Rollit,  562;  Sir 
C.  Dilke,  564  ;  (Dipinmt^  564]  : 
Mr.  G.  Mumaghan,  {Ammit.  De> 

Eirtation  of  Paupera)  565,  567  ; 
r.  J.  P.  Farrell,  568  ;  Mr.  J. 
Daly.  568 ;  Mr.  P.  J.  Power.  57!  ; 
Mr.  G.  Balfour,  571  :  Mr.  Serjnnt 
Hemphill,  573  ;  &Cr.  J.  J.  Clancx-, 
574;  Sir  M.  J.  Stewart,  57*5, 
576;  Mr.  J.  OildweU,  575.  576: 
Mr.  W.  Field,  576  ;  Mr.  P.  C. 
Doogan,  576 ;  (Amendt.  tritA- 
draiiH,  677);  Mr.  Disraeli,  {Amtendt. 
Ottoman  Empire  Reforms)  577, 
588,  689;  Mr.  F.  G.  Banborv, 
579;  Sir  E.  Aahmoad'Bartlett. 
579,  584,  586,  590;  Mr.  Cnmw, 
585,  586,  588,  589,  590 ;  Sir  W. 
Han-ourt,  591 :  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar, 
593  ;  Mr.  (iibeon  Bowlei,  595, 
596 ;  (.iuiendt.  wiVA^iwk-n,  597}. 
Address  Agreed  to,  597 
Fri  3 — Hrk  Maje.sty'8  Answbk  to  thi 
Addrbm — Reported,  173 

Btuine$t  of  the  Jlottse  and  PtiiAie 
Uttainess 

Adjournment — Sir  W.  Harconrt,  780 :  Mr. 
A.  J.Balfonr,  780:  Sir  W.Lawnn,  780: 
Dr.  Tanner,  780   Jan  28 
air.  T.  I^h,  1528 ;  Mr.  Hanbur,  1528 
FthS 


Digitized  by 


Crioogie 


Pari  {SESSION  1697  } 

ni.  46 

PAaLIA3£B2^~GnHiiuiu—txmt. 

Bmiimt  of  the  SooM  aud  PiiMie  3tiniiett—ooD.t. 

Ballot  for  StUi  and  JfolieeM  of  Mothnt — Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour  {Xotire  of  Motion)  Jan  19, 
41 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  {Moti^t)  122 ;  Mr.T.  M. 
Healy,  122  ;  Mr.T.  Lough,  \2'Z',  {Motion 
an  AmcNiM  Agreed  to,  123)    Jau  20 

BiuiiurM  of  the  JffoM*?— Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
599,  600  ;  Dr.  Clark,  600    Jan  26 
Qs.  Sir  W.  Ha»onrt,  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Sir  H. 
Cumpbell-Baimemian ;  [Mr.  Speaker;] 
Am.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Fei  8,  1583 

Egyptian  F.rpetHtion—'iUx.  A.  J.  Balionr, 
i067  ;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  1067    Fth  2 

Government  Bill* — Mr.  A.  J.  Ballour,  {yoUre 
of  Mot  ion)  41 ;  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
{Xotire  of  Motion)  41  ;  Sir  R,  Webster, 
{Xoiire  of  Motion)  41  ;  Mr.  Brodrick, 
[Xotire  bf  Motion)  41  ;  Mr.  0.  Balfour, 
LVo/icr  of  Motion)  42  ;  Mr.  Graham 
Murray,  IXofirr  of  Motion)  42    Jan  19 

JntrtdttelioH  of  BUli—lilr.  Speaker,  201] 
Jan  21 

Xotieet  of  Matim— Sir  C.  Dilko,  601,  602 ; 

Mr.  R.  McKenna,   601  ;  Mr.  Gibson 

Bowles,  601 ;  3>r.  <i.  B.  t^ark,  601  ;  Mr.  E. 
■  Lawrence,  602  ;  Mr.  J.  G.  Mawlona,  602  ; 

Mr.  D.  Lloyd-Gcorge,  602    Jan  27 
Prirate  ^(7/*— Order  of  Consideration  Feb  2, 

1030 

Srporii  of  Money  Committtea~iVT.  A.  J. 

Balfour  {Motion)  Jm  29,  848 
Staml'uiij  Oiderii 
•     Alteration  of    Order   7,1'/— Sir.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  '{Motion)  800  ;    {Agreed  to) 
Jan  29 

Stupention  of  Order  XI~ilr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, {Motion)  800  ;  {Agreed  to)   Jan  29 
Supply 

irwA  F»tiHia(e»—Oji  Motion  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leave  tho  Chair ; 
Sir  C.  Dilke,  (Amendt.)  1505,  lft69, 
lfi86,  1587,  1589;  Mr.  Brodrick, 
1669,  1582,  1586,  1587,  lo89,  1605; 
Major  Raech,  1678;  Sir  H.  Have- 
lock-AIlBn,  1591;  Sir  H.  Campboll- 
Bannerman,  1593,  1597;  Mr.  G.  J. 
GoBchen,  1597  ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Brookfield, 
1598  ;  Sir  J.  Colomb,  1601 ;  General 
MtCalmont,  1605  ;  Sir  E.  T.  Gourley, 
1008;  Colonel  Sandys,  1609,  1611; 
[Mr.  Speaker,  1611,  IflHO  Captain 
ririe,  1611,  1614  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Bffiour, 
1616  ;  Mr.  Amold-Korster,  1616  ;  Mr. 
W.  Allan,  1618  ;  Colonel  Wclby,  1619  ; 
Mr.  T.  C.  T.  Warner.  1622;  General 
RoBBell,  1623;  Mr.  R.  G.  Webster, 
1624;  (Dit-ijrwH,  1626 ;)  Colonel  Lock- 
wood,  {Ainendf.)  1629  ;  Lord  A.  Qoxa\>- 
ton,  1632;  Captain  Bagot,  1635; 
{Am  Feh% 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour /"rfr  4,  1311 
Order  of  Latt    Session,  Q.  Mr.  T.  R. 

Buchanan ;   A.    Mr.    A.   J.  Balfour 

/a«  21,  200 
Fo  ntof  Ordei—'i'Vt.  Gibson  BowIes,l437  ; 

[Mr.  SpcakPT,  1438]   Ffb  6 
RenoUUh-H  Hud  Order— Jan  26,  398 

\eonU 


[Par 


FARLIA  MEXT—  Ck,mmoat,—coni. 
Buiineu  of  the  Soim  and  FnbUe  BiairuM—conl. 
SHpply—^Mut. 

BhU  for  SitsineM~yiT.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
{Motion)  828,  830,  839 ;  [Mr.  Speaker, 
830  ;]  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  830 ;  Mr.  H. 
Seton-Karr,  831 ;  Mr.  T.  Lough,  832  ; 
Mr.  G.  C.  T.  Bartloy,  834;  Mr.  H, 
Labonchere,  834;  Mr.  B.  Ia  Cohen, 
835 ;  Mr.  F.  A.  Channing,  836 ;  Mr. 
Veaev  Knox,  837  ;  Dr.  tJ.  B.  Clark, 
837;"  Sir  R.  T.  Reid.  838;  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  838  ;  Sir  J.  Lubbock,  839 ;  Sir 
F.  S.  Powell,  842 ;  {BeM.Ayrerd  to,  S4:2) 
Jan  29 

Temporary  CSIiiirMni— Nominated  Jan  26, 

600 

VblHHtary  Schools  (Aid  Grant,  ric.>— Mr. 
F>.  J,  C.  Morton,  1068 ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
1068,  {Motion)  1068,  1069,  1072,  1075; 
Mr.  J.Ellis,  1068,  1069;  Mr.  H.  Ijibou- 
chere,  1070 ;  Mr.  K.  Lawrence,  1070  ;  Sir 
W.  Harcourt,  1070  ;  Mr.  H.  Broadhurat, 
1073;  Mr.  T.  Ix.ugh,  1074;  Mr.  J.  O. 
Weir,  1075;  (DivUimu,  1078,  1079) 
ft*  2 

Votes   and    /'nKwfiwy»— Sessional  Order 

Jan  19,  39 
JTat/K  and  jl/c(H(s— Resolution  Jan  26,  598 
Wednesday  Sittingn,  Q.  Mr.  T.  il.  Healy; 

A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  22,  293 
WUnetteg — Resolutions  Jan  19,  38 

Committeea 

Brifixh  Sonth  Afriea,  Sc/ert,  on,  Qm.  5Ir.  J.  M. 
Maclean,  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr.  T.  Jl. 
Healy;  A«.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  26, 
514 

Special  Rep.  brought  up  and  Itcad  Feb  6, 
1417 

(For  Debates  see  that  Title) 
Eitchen  and  JRefrtthmrnt  Boom*,  Select— t>ir 
W.  Wabtmd,  {Motion)  882;  Sir  W. 
Jjtwson,  882:  Sir  R.  Webster,  882. 
Ordered  and  Nominated,  883  Jan  29 
Merehandise  Mark*,  Select— OTdeted  Jan  28, 
779 

J*ririleffe» — Appointed  Jan  19,  39 
rnblic  Fetitioug,  Select— OxienA  and  Nomi- 
nated     4,  1416 
SefeefioH — Ordered  and  Nominated  Jan  28, 
662 

Standing  Orders-~iyc6enA  and  Nominated 
Jan  28,  662 

MiaceUtmeom 

ElretioHtf  Intnferenrr  of  Peer*  in — Sir  M. 
Hicks   Beach,   {Motion)    38;    Mr.  J. 
Lowther,  38  ;  (ZJiiwiof,  38)    Jan  10 
ffoimeg  of  Parluiment 

Meiubcru^  Smoking  Aeconinmlrr/ion,  Qt.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Wolff,  Mr.  Reea  Davie* ;  At, 
Mr.  Akers-Doiiglas  Feb  4,  1302 
<Vm/<7  of  IntoxieaHtK,  Qi.  Sir  W,  Iiawson, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  Mr.  T.  Bayley  ;  A*. 
SirR.  Wobster  Jan  21,  197.  Qt.  Sir 
W.  lAWBon;  A».  Lord  Staiiley,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour  Feb  S,  1434 
lAoHi-Mfff— Seadonal  Order  Jan  19,  40 
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rARUAaiKXT—Commonf 
N«V3  Members  Stvom 


-eont. 


Jan  L9— Captain  Konald  Henry  Fulke 
Grerille,  commonly  called  the 
Hon.  Ronald  Henrv  Fulke 
Uxeville,  for -Bmw^A  0/ Jrw(^ 

Jan  28 — AugoBtiu  Henry  Eden  Allhusen, 

esquiro,  ttx  Borough  of  Salitbiiry 
j«£  4 — Captain  John  Sinclair,  for  Goimhj 

of  Forfar 
IjOuis  Sinclair,  eequire,  for  County 

of  Efnes  {Soutkeru  or  Sott\ford 

hivigion) 

Samuel  Woods,  oBquire,  for  Gmtitp 
of  Enej:  {South  Weattru  or 
IFnHkaiiutow  LivuioH) 

New  Writs  lamed 

During  Receu 

For  the  Borough  of  Uradf  ord  (East 
Division)  r.  Henry  Byron  Rood, 
osqoire,  deceased 
For  the  County  of  York,  North 
Riding  {CleToland  Dinaion) 
r.  Henry  Fell  Peaie,  esquire, 
deceased 

Jtm  19 — For  the  City  of  Salisbury  i\  Edward 
Henry  Hnlse,  esquire  (Manor  of 
Northstead) 
For  the  County  of  Forfar  r.  James 
Martin  White,  eflquire  (Chiltem 
Handreda 

Jan  '2fS—Fw  the  County  of  Essex  (Walt- 
hamstow  Division)  v.  Edmund 
Widdrington  BjTno,  esquire, 
Q.C.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  ttie 
Htffh  Court 
For  the  County  of  Essex  (Southern 
or  Romford  Division)  r.  Alfred 
Money  Wigram,  esquire  (Chil- 
tem Hundreds) 

Pi^  5 — For  the  County  of  Surrey  (Chertsey 
Dix-ision)  r.  Charlie  Harvey 
Combo,  esquire  (ChUtom  Hun- 
dreds) 

For  the  Borough  of  Glasgow 
(Itridgeton  Division)  r.  Sir 
<leorge<>tto  Trevelyan, baronet. 
Manor  of  Xorthitead 


Parlitmentary    Elections  (Harinen' 
Totei)  BiU 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  Elliott  Lees ;  Bead  !<>  Jan  22,  300 


Fdrliamentaiy  Franehiw  (Extension  to 
Women)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  F.  F.  Begg ;  Read  1°  Jan  22,  294 
2R.,  Mr.  F.  F.Begg,  1173,  1178,  1202,  1204, 
1231  ;  Mr.  H.  Labouchero  1178,  1182,  1184  : 
1201,  1203, 1204 :  Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  1179, 
1183,  1184,  1186;  Mr.  Radcliffe  Cooke, 
1186,  1186,  1195.  1196,  1198,  1199;  Sir  W. 
I.nw8nn,  1195,  1211;  [Mr.  Speaker,  1195, 
1106,  1109,  1231  0  Mr. W.  Johnston,  1196; 

\cont. 


Farlia>itentanj  Fnmehioe  fExltntion  to  WommJ 

Mr.  W.  AlUn,  1198;  Colonel  Waring, 
1214;  Mr.  G.  Wyndham,  1216  ;Sir  J.  S.B. 
Simeon,  1219;  Mr.  R.  C.  Jebb^  1220;  ^ 
W.  HaiGourt,  1225;  Mr.  L.  Courtney, 
1229 ;  (DiriMimu,  1282,  1236}  A*  t 
Read  2"  Feb  8. 1239 

Mr.  F,  F.  Begg,  {Motion),  1838  ;  [Mr.  8peakar, 

1638]  FehS 
In  Com.,  R.P.  Feb  8, 1639 

Farliamentary  FnuuhiM  (Women)  BUI 

[H.L.] 

I.  Pres.,  Viscount  Templetown;  Read  1*  At  I, 

885 

Farliamentary    B^:istration  Amend- 
ment Bill 

r.  Intro-  Mr.  J.  Brigg ;  Read  1«  Jw  22,  297 
Withdrawn /(M  26,  488 

Parnbll,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Meath,  S. 
Manhood  Sutrrage  (Irehuid)  Bill,  Intro.  Jw  22, 
302 

Peasant  Freeholders  (Wales) 
Mr.  Lloyd  Slorgan  [.Vofire  of  Motion)  Jmn  26* 
489 


Pkase,  Mr.  Joseph  A.,  NoTthumbcrUiud, 
Tyiieaide 
Convicts,  Escaped  Jan  21.  189 
Flogging  Prisoners  Jan  22,  280,  283 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  19,  {AmtMH.)  112 
Slavery  at  Zanxibar  Feb  4,  1297 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  4,  1379, 
1380 


Penkryn's  ( T^crd)  Qttarries 

On  Motion  for  Adjournment :  Mr.  AV.  Jonce, 
691,  694;  [Mr.  Spwker,  691,  739,  746;] 
Mr.  Bromley  Davenport,  694,  709,  712,  719, 
721,  722,  742,  74.1 ;  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts,  697, 
704  ;  iCr.  Douglas-Pennant.  700,  704,  705, 
707,  746,  746;  Mr.  H.  Broadhnret,  705. 
707 ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  712  ;  Mr.  Ritchie. 
715,  719,  721,  722,  764,  755:  ffir  F.  S. 
PoweU,  718;  Sir  W.  Harcourt.  723,  750; 
3ilr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  729  ;  Mr.  J.  Buttui,  733, 
739  ;  Mr.  D.  Lloyd-Ooorgo,  740,  742,  7*5, 
746;  Colonel  Blondell,  747;  Mr.  John 
ymmn  (Durham)  747,  753  ;  Ur.  J.  Lov 
ther.  760,  763,  764,  766  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Mnn- 
delU,  766;  Mr.  O.  W.  Wolff.  758;  Mr. 
Ellis  Griffith*  760  ;  {Mtiiot  ntfstwtd,  76S) 
Jan  28 

(For  Qoertions  see  Waieb) 


Penrkyn's  (Lord)  Quarries  (C«rre9p<m- 
device) 
Copy  Urdet«d  (r.)  Jan  20.  121 
Return  Pres.  (r.)  Jem  22,  269;  Ordend  to  bo 
Printed  Jm  25,  377 
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Petuum$ 

Army 

Crimean  Vetrraii :  Brennnn  fJvhti),  Q.Mr.  J. 
TuUy ;  A.  Mr.  Powell- William 9  Jan  28, 
680 

r*tipttU-iek  fjohiij,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fmrell ; 

A.  Mr.  Poweli-Willifims  Feb  4,  1280 
JTrf/y  rJohiiJ,  Q:  Mr.  J.  TuUy,  Mr.  H.  E. 

Koarley ;  [Mr.  Spealcer ;]  M.  Ut.  FoweU- 

WiUiaiiu  JtiH  28,  680 
Xffired  Pat/,  Q$.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor;  As. 

Mr.  Powell-WiUiamB  Feb  8,  1654 
Xxttil,  Q.  Mr.  R.  G.  "Webster ;  A.  Mr. 
Macnrtney  Jtt)i  26,  612 

Tr«rher»\  Ireland,  Qt.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  Vseey  Knox ;  At.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Mr.  HanWy  Jan  22,  278.  Q*.  Mr.  P.  A. 
M'Uugli ;  A,.  Mr.  Huibuiy,Mr.  O.  BaUonr 
Feh  3, 1049 

Peniions  (Old  Age)  Bill 

c  Intro.,  Hir  a  W.  Foster ;  Read  1"  Inn  22, 297 

Perks,  Mr.  E.  W.,  Lincolnshire,  Louth 
VolantiiTy  Schools  (Aid  Unmt)  Feb  1,  981 

FiCKEBSGiLL,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Belhnal  Green, 
S,W. 

Agricultaral  Bates  Order  Jttu  28,  687 
ABsociations  of  Workmen,  Contracta  5, 
1433 

Convicts,  EocHped  Jon  21,  188 
Conrt  of  Criminiil  Appeal  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22, 
295 

Oaths  Act,  Scottish  Form  Feb  %  1065 
.  Poor  Law  Schools,  Metoc^lis  FrA  4,  1310; 
Feb  5, 1433,  1434 ;  Feb  8,  1552,  1553 
Prison 

Officers'  Instrufrtion  Jnu  28,  671 
Visiting  Committees  J<in  28,  670 
Prisoners'^ Property  Fund  Feb  A,  1309 
Shflffidd  Cottage  Homes  for  Children  Feb  4, 
1809 

FlEBPOlvr,  Mr.  R.,  Warri^ujton 
Uneon's  Speech  Jm  19, 102 
Supply :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  (jovemment 
Feb  5,  1507 

PlKKBRTON,  Mr.  J.,  Galway  Bvrouyh 
Kailway  ExtonsioD,  Ireland  F^  5,  1430 

FiRlE,  Captain  D.  V.^  Abertken^  N. 
Military  Forces  (Midntenance)  ^  8,  1611, 
1614 


Places  of  Worship  (Leasehold)  Enfran- 
ohisement  BiU 

t.  Intro.,  Mr.  Keen  Davies;  Head  T  Jm  22,  299 

Plumbers'  Kegiitration  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  Leeo  Knowles ;  Bead  1"  Jan  22, 
295 

Police  (Scotland)  Law  Amendment  Bill 

c  Intro.,  Hir  T^.  MeXver ;  Bead  l"  Jan  22,  303 


[Pot 

Poor  law  Pranohise  (Ireland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  Bead  1«  Jan  22,  301 

Poor  Law  Officers*  Snperannnation  Aot 
(1896)  Amendment  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  C.  G.  P}-m ;  Bead  1»  Jaii  22,  304 

Poor  Law  Officers*  Superannnatum  (Ire- 
land) BiU 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  J.  Clancy ;  Bead  1**  Jm  26,  517 


POST  OFFICE 

Postmaster  General — Duke  of  Xoufolk 

Amtralinu  andludiaH  Maih,  Qh.  Mr.  llennikor 

Heaton ;  At.  Mr,  Hanbury  Jtm  25,  404 
Hook  pMt  Cbargei,  Q.  Mr.  Hennikor  Ueaton ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury  /««  29,  783 
Bwcombe  Pott  Vffiee,  Q.  Mr.  A.  H.  Smith  ;  A. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  4,  1293 
Bmrnar,  Tippcrer^,  Postal  Arrangetiieittt,  Q. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26, 

497 

Calait  Hnrbom;  Q.  General  Sir  J.  B.  Edwards 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury  F^  2,  1037 
Cann/iinn  Mail  'Service,  <J.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr 

J.  tTiamberlain  Jan  2.'),  380 
Cacaii  ( West)  Postal  Airangeuieiifi,  Q,  Mr.  J.  P. 

Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  1,  901 
Charges 

Book  Past,  Q.  Mr.  Heuniker  Heaton;  A. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Jnii  29,  783 
Pairel  Pott,  Q.  Sir.  Henniker  Heaton ;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  29,  783 
Cork  and  Dublin,  Telephone  I'mak  Liner,  Q.  3lr. 

M.  Healy ;  yff.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  28,  683 
Donetial,  Post  Offiee,   Trot»ri,  Q.  Mr.  Swift 

HacNnll;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26,  401 
Dublin 

Pbst  OJlce,  FamU   Clerks,    Q.  Mr.  J.  J. 
fTancy;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26,  512 

Telegraph  Faeilittei,  Fairriew,  Q.  Mr.  J.  J. 
Clancy  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  25,  407 
Inland  Moiieg  Orders,  Qn.  Mr.  H.  C.  F.  Luttrell ; 

As.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  S,  1428 
Irish  Mail  Service,  Qs.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  J. 

Dillon,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  W.  Field,  Mr. 

P.  J.   Power,    Mr.    P.  O'Brien;  [Mr. 

Speaker;]  A*.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  25,393. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Field  ;  ^.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26, 

608.    Q.  Mr.  M.  Hoaly;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv 

Jan  28,  683.    Q.  ilr.  J.  L.  Carew  ;   A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Feb  2, 1055.    Q*.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell, 

Mr.  P.  O'ltrien;  [Mr.  Speaker ;]  As.  Mr. 

Hanbury  IVA  4, 1279.   Qs.  Mr.  James  Uoche, 

Captain  Donchin,  Mr.  Veeey  Knox ;  ~  As. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  8,  1544 
Lritrim  fSmthJ,  Pimtml  ArraiigeiHeHtt,  Q.  Mr. 

J.  Tully  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory  J»h  26,  502 
Limtriek 

Post  Office,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Keette;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Jan  21,  178 
Telegivpk  Facilities,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Keeff* ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury 29,  790 
Longford,  Postal  FaeilUies,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P,  Fat- 
roll;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  3,  1419 
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Bag  Scaii,  Q.  Sir  J.  hong ;  A.  3Ir.  Uanbury 

Ffb  1272. 
Contract  Siibndie*,  Q.  Mr.  Hennikor  Heaton ; 

A.  Mr.  Uanbury  Feb  1,  919 
Servire 

Amtralian  and  Indian,  Q».  Mr.  Hanniker 
HeatoQ ;  Ax.  Mr.  Hanbury  Ian  25,  404 

CttHrtda,  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberltiin  JnH  25,  380 

lri>h,  Q*.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  J.  Dillon, 
Mr.  T.  M.  HeHly.  Mr.  W.  Field,  Mr. 
P.  J.  Power,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  [Mr. 
Speaker ;]  A».  Mr.  Hanbory  Jnn  25, 
393.  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
hury  Jan  26,  608.  Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy  ; 
A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  28,  683.  Q.  Mr. 
J.  L.  Carew;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  2, 
1055.  Q».  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU,  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien;  [Mr.  Speaker ;]^*, Mr.  Han- 
bury Feb  4,  1279.  Q».  Sir.  J.  Roche, 
Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  Veeey  Knox; 
A:  Mr.  Hanbur)-  Feb  9,  l.->44 

SfwMtta^,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  A.  Mr. 
Hanbury /'rf  4, 1276 
l\iirc}  Pout 

Ckargn,  Q.  Jfr.  Henniker  Hoaton ;  A,  Mr. 

Hanbury  Jan  29,  783 
Hicitza-laiid,  Q.  Colonel  Milward ;  A.  Mr. 
Hanbury  Jait  28,  666 
PoKiat 

Arraugemeiitt 
Smtrnae,  Ttppfrarjf^  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  20,  497 
Caran  fiFedJ,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FaireU;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Feb  1,  901 
Zrifrim  (Honth),  Q.  Mr.  J.  Tully  ;  A.  Mr. 
Hanbury  Jm  28,  602 
FanlitHt 

Longfm-d,  Q.  tlr.  3.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr. 
Hanbury  J>A  5.  1419 

Itmhdru,  y».  Mr.  F.  A.  Channing;  ./*. 
Mr.  Hanbury  Frh  4,  1294. 
Ttlcgmph,  Sfrviee$  and  fHreenueJ,  Q.  Mr. 
J.  G.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Uanbury  FeA  8, 1635 

P,  k(  OJire 

AecpiHmodiition,  Tfnnlef,  Tippeiari/,  Q.  Mr. 
J.  F.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  22, 
272 

BoKWHbc,  Q.  Mr.  A.  H.  t^th ;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbnry  Feb  4,  1293 
J)nb/in,  Femah  Ckrkg,  Q.  Sir.  J.  J.  Clancy ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26,  612 
ErtabltHhnmitt,  Qs.  Mr.  C.  E.  Schwann  ;  An. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  21,  174;  Feb  1,  914. 

Q.  Sir  A.  K.  BoUit;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury 

Frb  5,  1429 
limerh/i;  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Kecffe  ;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Jmt  21,  178 
StiTimiK  Bank  Aceomt*,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir  ; 

^.'Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  8,  1534 

Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury/"cA  1,  906 
fiiran»ca,  Q.  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones ;  A.  Mr. 

Hanbury  Feb  4,  1273 
Tnmte;  Ikmtfitl,  Q.  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  26,  401 
/to*/  Office  AnirndiiietU  AH  189S,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G. 

Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury       2,  1048 
llH*hdtii,    Pontnl  Fari/ifirf,    Q».    Mr.    F.  A. 
Channing  ;  ./«.  ilt.  Hanlmry  Frb  4,  1294 
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St.  H^a,  Qb.  Admiral  Field ;  At.  Mr.  Han- 
bory, Sir  M.  Hicka  Beach  Feb  8,  1637 

Sample  Poit,  ButlftJIiet,  Q.  Admiral  Field ;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  1,  917 

Savinfft  hanki  Dtpotitt,  Qa,  Mr.  Henniker 
Heaton,  Mr.  W.  J(diniton ;  At.  Vx.  Han- 
bury Feb  4,  1271 

Sliffo  PmI  OJuv,  Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  \,  906 

Stormway,  Mail  Set-vier,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir; 
A.  Mr.  Hanburj-  Feb  4,  1275 

Stoanaea  Pott  Office,  Q.  Mr.  Brj'nmor  Jooee;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  4,  1273 

Switzn-laud,  Pai  ecli  /W,  Q.  Colund  Milvaid ; 
A.  Mr.  Hanbnry  /on  28,  666 

Tel^raph 
laeitities 

Faiivinc,  Diibliti^  Q.  Mr.  J.  J.  CUncy ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  23,  407 
I.iinet-u-k  Cilff,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A.  O'Keeffe  ;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbnry  Jan  29,  790 
iWte/  Slnrtflew,  <nM<  fRttnuicj,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G. 

Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury       8, 1635 
S4tTief,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Tully ;  A.  Mr. 
Hanbory  Jm  22,  28S 
Telephone 

Service,  Tuubrtdge  ll'elh,  Q.  ilr.  Griffitb- 
Boscawen  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  2,  1038 

Tniuk  Zinc,  Cork  and  Dublin,  Q.  Mr.  M. 
Hoaly ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  JaH  28,  683 
Ttpperary 

I'ottat  Anvugemtntt,  Botimae,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F. 

H<^an ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  >/ii»  26,  497 
Pott  Office  AccoiHutcdatian,  TltHrln,  Q.  Mr. 

J.  F.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  -It, 

272 

Tmbridge  WelU,  Telephtme  Setvicr,  Q.  Mr. 
Griffith-Boecawen:  A.  Mr.  Uanbotr  MS, 
1038 

Port  Offlee  Consolidation  Bill 

/.  Pr«0.,  Duke  of  Xorf(dk ;  Read  I*  Fe*  2, 1029 
Read  2*  Ftb  6, 1417 

Post  OJice  (Four-mUe  Radiut) 
Mr.  C.  T.  Giles  {Xotkt    Xotiim)  M  2,  1033 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  S.,  Bart.,  Wiyan 
Bunnoes  of  the  House :  Hnpply  Jan  29,  842 
Merchandiiie  MarkaActs  (1887)  Amendment 

ma,  2R.  Jan  27,  619 
Penrbyn's  (Lord)  Qnarriea</«M  28,  718 
Rivers   Pollution   Fim'Qntion   Bill,  Intra 

Jail  26,  616 
Voluntaiy  SchoolB  (Aid  Grant)  Fet  I,  9Mi 

f«4  2, 1143 

PovELL-WiLLiAHS,  Mr.  J.  (we  Williub) 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.»  Water/ordj  E, 
lUwtl  TVavling,  Cork  Feh  8, 1669 
Iriflh  Mail  Sernce  Jan  26,  394 
Irish-making  Witnesses  Jmn  25,  403 
Queen's  Speedi  Jan  26,  671 

Preferential  Payment!  in  Bankntptej 
Act  (1888)  Amendment  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  G.  Kemp ;  Bead  1«  /m  22,  293 
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Preferential  Faymente  Bankraptcy  Aet 
0888)  Amendment  (Ho.  2)  Bill 

e,  Intro^  Mr.  B.  ABcrofi ;  Goad  !<>  Jan  22,  300 

Fretyhan,   Captain  Bbnbst  Gkorqe, 
S^folk,  Weodbridge 
Settled  Property,  Ertate  Duty  Fei  8, 1547 

Prisons  (see  Law  and  Justice  and 
Police) 

(For  Irish  Questions  see  under  Title 
Ireland) 

Peovand,  Mr.  Andbbw  D.,  Glasgoia, 
Blackfriars 
Queen'fl  Hpeech  Jan  22,  3fi6 ;  Jau  25.  471 

FubHc  Health  (Scotland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  Orsfaam  Mutray,  488  ;  Mr.  G. 
Umbert,  488 ;  [Mr.  Speaker,  488]   Jm  2fi 
Kead  1»  ^iih  25,  488 

2R.,  I>r.  FarquharBon,  1524  ;  Sir  M.  Stewart, 
1525  ;  Mr.  X.  R.  Buchanan,  1525  ;  Mr.  A. 
Croes,  1526 ;  Mr.  R.  R  Haldane,  1526 ;  Mr. 
J.  H.  Dalziel,  1527 ;  Sir  R.  B.  llnlay,  1527 

Purvis,  Mr.  Robert,  Petwhorough 
Merchandiae  Mirks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

BiU,  2R.  Jan  27,  622 

Pym,  Mr.  C.  Guy,  Bedford 
Poor   Law   Officers*   Sirpoannuation  Act 
(1896)  Amendment  BiU,  Intro.  Jan  22, 
804 

Queen*t  Speech  (see  Fabliahent  :  Lords  ; 
Commons) 

Railway  Betnm  Tioketo  BiU 
e.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  C.  Mardona;  Read  1*  Ffi  8, 
1639 

ILAILWAYS 

Cavan  and  Leitrim  Light,  Q.  Mr.  JF.  P.  Farrell ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanbnry  Ffb  4,  1276 
Omgo,  yatipe  Labour,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain  Jm  29,  781 
Qmntetiona^  Ireland,  Q.  Sir  T.  G.  Esmonde; 

A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  25,  381 
Exttn$ioni 

Donegal,  Q.  Mr.  Veeey  Knox ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour  Feb  4,  1309 

Irelantl,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Pinkerton ;  A.  Mr.  U. 
Balfour  Feb  5,  1430 
liaJtgNara  Bay,  Q.  Mr.  Rees  Danes ;  A.  Mr. 

Ritchie  Jatt  25,  389 
Great  Xort&em  Cmnpauy  of  Ireland,  Q».  Mr. 

D.  Macaleeee,  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  At.  Mr. 

Ritchie  Feb  1,  911.    Q>.  Mr.  J.  Daly ;  A*. 

Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  2,  1047 
lighi 

Catan  and  Leitrim,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A. 

Mr.  Uanbury  Feb  i,  1275 
Inland,  Q.  Dr.  R.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  G. 

Balfoor  Feb  8,  1545 

[MHt. 


ii^/Zr^  r5—cont. 

Map»,  Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie 
Jan  29,  789 

Metropolitan,  VeHtilatioH,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Woir ; 

A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  4,  1276 
Mid  Cork,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour 

Jan  28,  683 

rririlegt  Cab  fiyttem,  Q.  Mr.  T.  Loaffh;  A. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  Jan  25,  396 
Sailtrayt  in  Ireland,  Q<.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  At. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  29,  784 
Ratex,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Atkinson  Jan  21, 190.    Q.  Mr.  J.  Tuite ;  A. 

Hr.  Ritchie  Jan  29,  797.    Q.  Mr.  J.  P. 

Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Feb  2,  1045 
Sien  a   Leoite,    Q.   Mr.  C.  Bill ;   A.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain  Feb  I,  920 
TraUe  and  IHugle,  Q.  Sir  T.  G.  Esmonde ;  A. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  25,  381 

Rankin,  Mr.  J.,  Hereford^  Leominster 
Com  Sales  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  303 

Rasch,  Major  F.  C,  Essex,  S.E. 
Army  Officers*  Uniform  Feb  2,  1053 
Health  of  Troope 

India  Jan  25,  397,  398 

United  Kingdom  Jan  29,  781,  782 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8,  IS78 
Militia  BUI,  Intro.  Jaii  22,  301 
Qaeen's  Speech  Jan  19, 109 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1, 981 

Bating  of  Haehinery  BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Ur.  E.  Strachey ;  Read  lo  Jan  22,  297 

Bating  of  Haehinery  SnspenBory  BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  G.  Whiteley ;  Read  l"  Jan  22, 296 

Bating  (Places  of  Worship  and  Schools) 
BUI 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  W.  D.  Green  ;  Read  1"  Jan  22, 298 

ReckitTi  Mr.  H.  J.,  Lincolnshirgj  Brigg 
Employers*  liability  (Fore^  Shipowners) 
Amoidment  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  26,  516 

Begistration  of  Firms  BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Sir  Stafford  Xorthcote ;  Read  I"  Feb  6, 
1436 

Begistration  of  ParUamentary  Voters 

BiU 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  Brigg ;  Read  1°  Feb  6,  1436 

RsiD,  Sir  R.  T.,  Dumfries  Burghs 
Business  of  the  House :  Supply  Jan  29,  838 

Richards,  Mr.  Henry  C,  FxTu^ury,  E. 

Gold  and  Silrw  Hate  lAcences  Bill,  Jntro. 
Jan  22,  302 

RiCKBTT,  Mr.  «r.  OoMPTON,  Scarborough 
Queen's  Speech  Jm  19, 107 
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RIDLEY,  RifJUT  Hon.  Sib  MATTHEW 
WHITE,  Babt.  (Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department).  LawO' 
shire,  iV.,  Blackpool 

Armenian  Refugee  Killed  in  London  Jtm  28, 

667 

Belfast  Textile  Trades,  Fines  Feb  2,  1034 
Burial  Fees,  Ulventon  Jan  21,  173.  171 
C^b  Licences,  Metropolia  Feb  1,  908 
Comouttals  to  Assizes  /rrn  25,  395,  396 
Dangerous  Trades  Jati  25,  386 
reaped  Convicts  Joii  21,  189 
Experiments  on  Living  Animals  Frb  4,  1288, 

1289;  Feb  5,  1432 
Factories  and  Worbshops  Act  (Particulars 

Section)  Feb  5,  1422 
Factory  Acts  Jau  21,  184 
Plogging  Prisoners  Jan  22,  281,  283 
Foiudrjr  Workers  Jan  26,  495 
Oovemment  Bills  Jan  19,  41 
Housebreaking,  Liverpool  Asrizes  Jan  28, 665 
Tnebriatea  Feb  4,  1287 
Insanity  Feb  i,  1283 

Manslaughter  at  Manchester  Feb  2,  1039 
Midwives'  Registration  Feb  4,  1270 
MiU  Accident,  Batley  Jan  29,  794 
Northampton  FrisoD  Advertisements  Fei  8, 
1541 

Oil  Lamp  Acddenta  Jtn  29,  793 
Payment  of  Common  Jurors  Fei  1,  915 

Prison 

Advertisements,  Northampton  Fei  8,  1544 

Officers'  Uniform  Jan  28,  671 

Visiting  Committee  Jan  28,  670 
Frisoners 

Flogging  Jen  22,  281,  282 

Property  Fund  Feb  i,  1309 

Tre48on-felony  Jan  26,  610;  Jaii  28,  668 
Privilege  Cab  Kj-stem  Jan  25,  397 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  20,  142,  147,  152,  153; 

Jan  22,  S73,  374;  Jan  25,  418,  428 
Shuttle  Guards  Jan  22,  284 ;  Jan  26,  380 ; 

Jail  28,  688 

Treason-felony  Prison  era  Jan  26, 610 ;  Jan  28, 

668 

Wool  Sorting  Jan  28,  664 

Workmen 

Imposition  of  Fines  on  Jaii  26,  410 
Injuries  to,  Foreign  Shipowners  Jan  28, 685 

RITCHIE,  RioHT  Hon.  CHARLES  T. 
(President  of  the  Board  of  Trade), 

Croydon 

Alien  Immigration  Jan  26,  492 
Associations  of  Workmen,  Contracts  Feb  5, 
1433 

British   Trade   and   Foreign  CompettticHi 

Jan  29.  884 
Coal  Shipments  Jan  26,  496 
Collisions  at  Sea,  Kew  Begulations  Jan  29, 

795 

Colour-blind  Tests,  Sailors  Feb  1,  907,  908 
Companies'  Limited  Liability  Acts  Feb  1,922 
Corn  Sales  FtA  4,  1298 

Dannt's  Rock  Lightship  Jan  22,  273,  274  ; 

Jan  25,  405,  406 ;  Jan  28,  672 
Electric  Meters  Jan  22,  271 
Foreign-made  Prison  Goods      8, 1534 
Gas  Meters  Jan  22,  271 

[eoat. 


Ritchie,  Right  Hon.  C.  T.—eont. 

Irish  Lights  Board  Jan  22,  290  ;  Jan  29,  78-^  : 
F^  1,  915 

Labour  Department,   Local  Correspondents 

Feb  1,  922 
lighthouses 

Keepers  Feb  2,  1064,  106.> 

Tiuminn  Head  Feb  i,  1048 
Mercantile  Marine 

Classification       1,  910 

Loss  of  Life  at  Sea  Feb  4,  1300 
Merchandise  Marks  Art  (1887)  Amendment 

Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  605,  608,  609 ;  Jan  38,  677 
Metric  System  Feb  4,  1277 
Patented  Inventions  Feb  1,  914 
Penrhyn's  (Lord)  Quarries  Jan  28.  715,  719, 

721,  722,  754,  755  ;  Feb  %  1059, 1060,  1061, 

1062.  1063 
Queen's  Speech  Joh  25,  480,  481,  483 
Railways 

Connections,  Ireland  Jan  25,  381 

Fishguard  Bay  Jau  25,  389 

Great  Northern  of  Ireland  Fei  1, 91 1  ;  fi4  2. 
1047 

Haps  Jan  29,  789 

Metropolitan,  VeatUatton  Feb  4,  1276 

Rates,  Ireland  Jan  29,  797 
Royal  Oanal  Harbonr,  Longfotd  Fth  4,  1273 
Sonthwold,  Damage  by  Gales  Feb  4,  1304 

Biren  FoUutioii  ProTontion  Bill 

e;  Intro.,  Sir  F.  B.  Powell ;  Read  1°  Jan  26,  516 

RoBEBTs,   Mr.  J.  Brtv,  CamarvoHt 

Eijion 

Penrhyn's  (Lord)  Quarries  Jan  28.  697,  704 
Supply :  £798,802  for  Eg>'ptian  Government 

Feb&,  1515 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  1012 

Roberts,  Mr.  J.  Herbbbt,  Denbigh^  W. 

Parish  Documents  Feb  8,  1551 

Queen's  Speech  Jan  26,  525 

Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act  (1881)Aauod- 

ment  BiU,  Intro.  Jan  22,  303 :  2R.  Jom  27, 

645,  646,  652 
Turkey,  Parliamentary  Paper      21, 178 

RoBEHTSON,  Mr.  Edmund,  Dundee 
Education  Grunt,  Scotland  Feb  2,  1067 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1376, 
1378 

Roche,  Hon.  James  B.  B.,  K«nry 

Bog  Slide,  Kerry  Jan  28,  668 

Companies'  Limited  Liability  Acta  Feh  I,  932 

Irish  Mails  Feb  8,  1544 

River  Suck  Drainage  Jan  26,  499 

RoLLiT,  Sir  Albert  K.,  Idington,  S. 

Borough  Funds  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22.  298 
Factory  Acts  (Fishing  Trade)   BiU  Intra 

Jan  22,  804  :  2R.  Jan  27.  658.  659 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendmait 

BiU,  2It.  Jan  27,  613,  616,  620;  /m  28,  677 
Post  Office  Establishments  Feb  6,  1429 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  26,  562 
Volontuy  Sohoola  (Aid  Grant)      3, 1124 
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Roijal  Ccmmisfnonn 

t'ruftt^-  (aee  KcnTLAXR) 

FiiMUcial  RelationK  betirrrii  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland  (see  that  Title) 
Licefuitig  lawg  {aee  Ci'stojis,  Excibe,  and 

Island  Rbvixub) 
VmeiHtaioH  (see  that  Title) 

Royal  Patriolic  I'und 
Hr.  H.  E.  Kearley  {Sotice  0/ XotUm)  Fth2, 
1034 

Russell,  General  F.  S.,  CheVenham 
Crofter  Commiflsion  Feb  4,  130iS 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)       8,  1623 
Vaccination  Iawb  Feb  8,  1540 

RUSSELL,  Mr.  T.  W.  (Secretary  to 
the  Local  GoTernment  Board), 

Tyrone,  S. 
Agi-icultaral  Rates  Ord«r  Jan  28,  687 
Buih  Certiflcatea  Jan  2S,  663 
-    Cholera  Outbreak,  >.<.  Xubia  Jan  22,  288 
Light  Locomotivea  Art,  Traction  Engines 

Jan  28,  668 
Parish  Coanoil 

Acconnta /«H  22,  277 

Klectiona  Jan  28,  684 
Queen's  Hpeooh  Jan  25,  441,  443 ;  Jan  26, 

561 

Vaccination,  Royal  Conunission  /a»  21, 193  ; 
Jan  26,  498,  494  ;  Jau  28,  677 

Jttugia  in  North  East  Asia 
Rir  E.  Asbmead-Bartlett  {.Xotiee  0/  Motion) 
Feb  2,  1033 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Gill 

c.  IntnK,  Mr.  H.  £.  Kearley  ;  Read  1"  Jan  27, 
660 

ScU«  of  IntoxieatUa  :  Ifouteg  of  Pttrlia- 
ment  (aee  Pabliahxnt  :  Gohhons, 
snbheaaing  Misedlaneoiis) 

Sale^jg  Intoxieating  Lienors  (Inland) 

e.  Intro  ,  Mr.  W.  R  H.  Lacky ;  Read  1"  Jan  22, 
295 

Sale  of  Intoxieating  Liqaors  on  Sundays 
Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Hr.  C.  H.  Wilson ;  Read  1°  Jan  22, 
296 

SALISBURY,  Marquess  of  (Prime 
Ministw  and  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affiura) 
Bnrinees  of  the  House  Jan  21, 173;  Jan  28, 
662 

Queen's  Speech  Jan  19, 18,  25,  28 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Am«nd- 
mentBiU 

*.  Intro.,  Mp,  H.  Seton-Karr ;  Reed  1«  Ftb  6, 
1436 


[Seh 

Samuel,  Mr.  J.,  Stockton-on-Tefs 
.  Imposition  of  fines  on  Workmen  Jan  25,  410 
Steam   Engines  and   Boilers   (Pawns  in 
Charge]  Bill,  Intro.  Jaii  22,  294 

Sandys,    Colonel  T.   M.,  ZMncashirej 

S.  W.,  BooUe 
Benefices  (No.  3)  Bill.  Intro.  Jan  22,  303 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8,  160!), 
1611 

Saunderson,  Colonel  E.  J.,  Armagh,  N. 
British  Sontii  Africa  Committee  Jan  29,  823 

School  Board  Bleotorate  (Scotland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  Read  1°  Jan  22,  304 

School  Board  for  London  (Elections) 
Bill 

c.  Intro.,  8ir  J.  BlondellMinle;  Read  1**  Jan  22, 

297 

Schools 
Ammmodatvm 

Caiiieton,  Q.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hutton ;  A.  Sir  J. 
Gorst  Feb  4,  1308 

Letffr-Gunntli,  Longford,    Q.   Mr.    J.  P. 
Fartell ;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Feb  6, 1426 
Atttndauee,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Field ;  A.  Mr, 

J.  Atkinson  Jan  22,  289 
Bethnal  Green,  St.  Jndit,  Q.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hutton  ; 

A  Sir  J.  Gorst  Jan  25,  385 
Boards,  Scotland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Wilson  (Falkirk) ; 

A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  2,  1044 
Bttildingt,  Q.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hntton ;  SirJ. 

Gorst  Feb  4,  1295 
Smentary 

BttiMinff  GnHt»,  Q.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hntton;  A. 

Sir  J.  Gorst  Feb  5,  1432 
HiffMandM  and  Itlandt  of  Scotland,  Q.  Mr. 

J.  G.  Weir;  A.  Mr,  Graham  Murray 

Feb  2,  1048 
Parliamentary  Grant,  Q.  Mr.  A.  K.  Loyd; 

A.  Sir  J.  Gorst  Jan  26,  494 
Qnern^*  Stign,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Johniton;  A.  Sir 

J.  Gorst  Jan  25,  387 
Sating,  Qi.  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith;  A$.  Mr.  H. 

Chaplin  Feb  8,  1550 
WiinbtedoM,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Williams;  A.  Sir 

J.  Gorst  Feb  4,  1289 
EratmM  Smith,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ; 
A.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson  Jan  22,  276.  Q.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour  Jan  28, 
673.  Q».  Mr.  Arnold -Forster,  Mr.  W. 
Johnston ;  A».  Mr.  O.  Balfour  Feb  4.  1302 
Fee  Grant,  Seotland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Caldwell ;  A. 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Jan  25,  398 
Irish 

Drawing,  Q.  Hr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Hr.  G. 

Balfour  Jan  25,  382 
WorkmiMtnuei,  Q.  Mr.  D.  Macaleeee ;  A. 

Mr.  G.  Balfour  Teh  8,  1666 
l^eeemloui  Board,  Scotland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Cald- 

vell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Feb  6,  1435 
Poor  Law 

Metropolis,  Q:  Hr.  E.  H.  Pickmgill ;  At. 

Hr.  H.  Chaplin  Feb  4, 1310 ;  Feb  d,  1433  ; 

Feb  8,  1552 
Srport  on,  Qs.  Mr.  G.  Drage,  Hr.  O.  C.  T. 

Bartley,  Mr.  T.  Lough;  At.  Sir.  H. 

Chaplin  Feb  1,  902. 
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rublU;  i/iyuW,  Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  WilliamB;  A. 
Sir  J.  Uont  Jan  25,  S87 

Teafher^  PemioHay  Irelamf,  Qg.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healv,  Mr.  Vesey  Knox ;  At.  Sir  M.  Uicks 
Beach,  Mr.  Hanbury  Jan  22,  278.  Q».  Mr, 
P.  A.  M'Hogh ;  As.  Mr.  Hanburr,  Mr.  G. 
Balfour  Feb  2, 1049 

Tfjrt-book»,  Scotland,  Q:  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  At. 
Mr.  Graham  Mnmy  Fek  8,  1539 

J'olfnttarif 

Aid  Grant,  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour  Jan  22,  376.  Q.  Mr.  J.  DiUon :  A. 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Frt  4, 1308.  Q.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Mundella ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUoor 

/V4  4,  1313 

(For  Debates  see  Voluntauv  Schools 
[Aid   Guakt,   rtc.]   and  Volvxtamy 
Schools  Bill) 
Eqmtitlmt  OraHia 
Irish,  Qg.  Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn ;  At.  Sir  M. 

Hicks  Beach  Feb  4,  1311 
Scoleh,  Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Sir  M. 
Hicks  BeacTi  Feb  4,  1312 
WiUnden,  tit.  Attdirii't,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  H.  Yoxall, 
Mr.  A.  3.  Mundella ;  At.  Sir  J.  Qomt  Ffb  2, 
1043 


Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.,  Manchester,  K. 
Manslaughter  at  Mancheoter  Ftb  2,  1039 
MidwiTfla'  RegSstntion  Feh  4, 1270 
Post  Office  EMabUsbmentB  Jan  21, 174  ;  Feb  1, 
914 

Queen's  Speech  Jn»  26,  531 

Shuttle  Guarda  Jau  22,  284 ;  Jan  28,  638 

ScoBLE,  Sir  A.  R.,  Hackney,  Central 
Indian  Famine  and  Plague  Jmh  22,  284,  287 


SCOTLAND 

Secretary  for — Lord  Balpoue 

Lord  Advocate— Mr.  A.  Graham  Mubeai 

Solicitor  General — Mr.  C.  Scott  Dickson 

AlifH  Pauper  Zunatir,  Q.  Sir  M.  Stewart ;  A. 

Mr.  GraJiam  Murray  Jon  28,  685 
Saliutmv  Jfiii-boiir,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir;  A. 

Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  4, 1269 
Congcidfd  Dittrieta,  Highlandi  and  lalandt,  Q. 

Mr.  J.  a.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Mnmy 

Feb  2,  1047 

Oi-ofter  Oommiitsioti,  Q.  General  Runell;  A. 

Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  4,  1305 
Croftn  t  Act  1886,  Q.  Mr.  .T.  G.  Weir ;  A. 

Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  2,  1049 
Jhttjf  on  Sfotek  Bm-riugt,  Q.  Mr.  J.  O.  War; 

A.  Mr.  Curzon  Feb  2,  10S9 
Editibttrgh  UnivtrtUjf,  Library  Bmldingi,  Q. 

ilr.  J.  0.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Joh  29, 

796 

Education  Grant,  Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson ;  A,  Mr, 

A.  J.  Balfonr 2,  1067 
EUmentarg  SehooU,  Jliyhlanda  and  Ittandt,  Q. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray 

Feb  2,  1048 

Equivalent  Grant,  Qt.  Mr.  W,  Thorbum,  Mr. 
J.  Bryce;  A:  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Ftb  2, 
1054 


aCOTLJXD— cont. 

Financial  Itelatioitt,  Great  Britain  and  Irrland, 
Q».  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Dr.  G,  B.  Clark, 
Mr.  T.  Lough,  Sir  W.  Harcourt:  [Mr. 
Speaker;]  At  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfbur  Jmm  SI, 
198.  Q.  Dr.  G.  B.  Clark;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour  Jan  2'2,  293.  Q».  Sir  W.  Dunn, 
Mr.  J.  DiUon,  Mr.  J.  J.  Clancy,  Dr.  R. 
Ambrose:  An.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jmt  26, 
513 

Harbourt 

Ealiniore,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir;  A.  Mr. 

Graham  Mnrrar  Feb  4,  1269 
Peterktad,     Sir  J.  Leog ;  A,  Mr.  Graham 

Murray  Feb  4, 1272 
FeH  A>u,  Itland  of  I^noit,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G. 

Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Fth  4. 

1269 

Highland*  and  Iglandt 

Veiigetted  Ditirictt,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  A. 

Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  2, 1047 
Eletwutarg  SeM,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  A. 
Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  2, 1048 
ffol^rood  Maee,  Q.  Mr.  J.  O.  Weir;  A,  Mr. 

^era-Dotiglas  Jan  29, 797 
Jllfffal 

Supply  of  Seamen,  Glatgtnt,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Q.  A. 
Baird ;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Munmy  A*  4, 

1283 

TroKliug,  Qi.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir ;  At.  Mr. 

Graham  Murray  Jan  21,  193.    Q*.  Mr. 

D.  U.  Nicol,  Ab.  J.  G.  Weir  ;  Am,  Mr. 

Graham  MBrray  Jan  28,  675.    Qt,  Mr. 

J.  G.  Weir;  At.  Mr.  Graham  Harrar 

i%»2,  1036;  Feb  A,  1287 
Itiand  of  Lewis 

Ihrt  Jfesi  Harbour,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Woir; 

A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  Feb  4,  1269 
T^impan  Head  Lighthoa^,  Q.  Mr.  J.  O. 

Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  2,  1018 
Jnry  Serrier,  Yeomanri/  Ofiem,  Q.  Mr.  J.  H.C 
Honer ;  A.  Mr,  Gr^iam  Murray  Jam  M 
600 

Zora/  Government  Beard,  Audit  DepartmnU, 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Graham  Murray 

Jan  22,  279 
Neeettitom  Board  Schoolt,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  Oaldwell ; 

At.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Feb  5, 1435 
Xarth  Sra  Vonreittivn,  Qt.  Mx.  J.  G.  Weir, 

Captain  J.  Sinclair;   At.  Mr.  Graham 

Murray,  Mr.  Cunson  Feb  8, 1539 
Oatht  Act,   Heoltiih  Forvt.    Q.  iSx.  VL  U. 

PickersgiU ;  A.  Sir  R.  Webster  Feb  2, 1065 
Pa}-ith  Cotfwillort,  Q.  Dr.  Farquhataon;  A. 

Mr.  Graham  Murray  Jan  25,  396 
Parochial  Board  of  Sanquhair,  Q.  Mr.  J.  P. 

Farrett ;  A.  Mr.  QrahamMurray  Feb  1, 918 
Petrrhead  Harbour,  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr. 

Graham  Mumy  /!rft  4, 1272 
Pwt  Kett  Harbour,  Jalaud  of  Zeteii,  Qt.  Mr. 

J.  G.  Weir ;  At.  Mr.  Graham  Mumy  Feb  4, 

1269 

Ft>at  Office  Amendment  Act  189$,  Q.  Vs.  3.  O. 
Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  2, 1048 

School 

Boards,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Wilson  (Falkuk) ;  A.  Mr. 

Graham  Mumy  Feb  2, 1044 
Fee  Grant,  Q.  Mr.  J.  CUdweU ;       Sir  M. 

Hicka  Bewih  Jmn  25,  398 
Text-Mti,  0$,  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir;  Jm.  Mr. 

Graham  Mumy  Feb  8, 1539 
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Stonotea^  Mail  Snriee;  Q.  Hr.  J.  G.  Weir ; 

A.  Mr.  Hanburr  i>«  i,  1276 
7\umpan  Sead  Ughthoutt,  Xtland  qf  ZeuUf 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O.  Wfdr ;  A.  Mr.  Bitchie  Feb  2, 

1048 

VoltiMtart/  Sehoola  Grant  (Seoteh  Equicalent), 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Hit  M.  Hicks 
Beach  Fet  4, 1312 

Sea  FiBheries  (Scotland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  R.  B.  Ualdane ;  Read  l*"  Feb  8, 
1639 

Sdeet  TertriM  Bill 

U  Read  1»  Jan  19,  6 

Strviea  Fnnohiie  Bill 

«.  Intro.,  Mr.  H.  H.  Marks;  Bead  1**  Jm  22, 
294 

Skton-Eabr,  Mr.  H.,  St.  HOens 
British  SouUi  Africa  Committee  Jan  29,  827, 
828 

BoBiDess  of  the  House  :  Supply  Jan  29,  831 
Food  Supplies,  United  Eiu^om  Ftb  2,  1033 
Housebreaking,  LiTerpooI  Awizes  Joh  28,  664 
Salmon  Fishenes  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  Intro.  Fti  S,  1436 

Shadwili^  Mr.  W.  Lucas-  (see  Lucas- 
Shadwbll 

Shabpe,  Mr.  W.  E.  T.,  KeTisington,  N. 
Supply :  £798,802  for  Egirptian  Government 
m  6, 1497 

Bhav,  Mr.  T.,  Hawick  Burghs 

Sooceeaion  (Scotiand)  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  3,  1240 

Shebht,  Mr.  D.,  Galway,  S. 
Queen's  Speech  /on  21,  251 

Shipwreekt 

Warrm  ffaetinfft,  tmdum  Tnopthip,  Qe.  Colonel 
Lockwood,  Mr.  P.  M.  Thornton  ;  Ae.  Mr. 
Brodrick  Jan  25,  383.  Q.  Mr.  Vicary 
Gibbs ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick  Feb  1,  905 

Shop  AMiitanti  (Half  Holiday)  Bill 

«.  Intro.,  Mr.  H.  V.  Dnncombe ;  Read  1**  Fet  2, 
1083 

Shops  Bill 

g.  Intro.,  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  Read  1"  /m  22,  304 

Shops  CEarhr  Clonng:)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Sir  J.  Lubbock ;  Read  I**  Jan  22,  303 

SiHBON,  Sir  J.  S.  B.,  Bart.,  Southampton 
Netley  Hospital  Assemnent  Feb  2, 1054 
Parliamentary    Franchise    (Extension  to 
Women)  BUI,  2R.  Feb  3, 1219 

Sinclair,  Captain  John,  For/arahire 
North  Sea  Convention  Feb  8,  1539 


VOL,  XLV.  [foubth  SKRias.] 


Smaller  Dwelliiigs  (SootUnd)  Bill 

«.  Intro.,  Mr.  A.  Cross ;  Read  1"  Feb  S,  1436 

Smith,  Mr.  Abbl  H.,  Chrittekinrch 

Boecombe  Post  Office  Feb  4, 1293 

Smith,  Mr.  Samuel,  FUtU^iire 
Persecution  of  Nestorians  Feb  4, 1278 
Queen's  Speech  J«h  19,  80 

The  Right  Hon. 

WILUAM  COURT  GXJLLY,  Q.C., 
Carlisle 

Notice*  of  Motion 
IHaj  I  ask  the  hon.  Members,  vhen  they 
bring  up  notices  of  motions  in  order  to 
hand  them  in,  to  put  on  them  the  number 
they  have  obtained  in  the  ballot  ?  This 
will  facilitate  the  labour  of  the  clOTks  at 
the  table   /«m  21,  201 

Questions 

I  should  prefer  not  to  answer  a  hypothetical 
question  of  that  kind  until  I  see  what  is 
really  before  the  House   Jan  22,  292 

That  does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 
The  hon.  Member  propoees  to  ask  a 

fineral  question  about  the  practioe  in 
ngland  /«»  25,  402 
The  Question  which  stands  in  the  name  of 
ihe  hon.  Member  for  Macclesfield  is 
irregular  and  ought  not  to  appear  on  the 
Paper,  because  it  refers  to  a  previous 
Debate  in  this  House,  and  questions  a 
statement  there  made.  But  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  the  President  of  the 
Board  (rf  Trade,  in  answering  a  qnotion 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Thanet, 
did  give  a  kind  of  anticipatory  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Haccl^eld,  and  went  with  greet  detail 
into  what  has  taken  place  with  reference 
to  that  Debate,  I  think  it  oily  fair  that 
the  hon.  Member  shonid  be  allowed  to 
nut  his  Question  or  ask  the  right  hon. 
Uuifleman  any  further  question  Feb  2, 
1061 

If  a  Minister  refers  to  a  particular  docu- 
ment by  quoting  part  of  it,  or  stating 
what  the  effect  of  the  contents  of  that 
particular  document  is,  then  the  House  is 
entitled  to  see  the  vdiole  document.  But 
I  do  not  understand  that  an^  question  of 
that  kind  arises  here.  A  Minister  is  not 
bound,  having  stated,  in  answer  to  a 
question  or  otherwise,  that  there  have 
been  communications  generally  to  such 
and  each  an  effect  with  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, to  produce  the  docoment  which 
would  bear  oat  his  statement  Feb  8, 
1568 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  Bped- 
fically  referring  to  commnnicationa 
generally  and  apeciflcally  referring  to  the 
contente  of  a  particular  document, 
liothing  of  the  latter  kind  seems  to  have 
takeu^aoe  here   Feb  8,  1558 
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I  must  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
qaeslion  before  the  Home  is  not  tiiextro- 
priety  of  the  conduct  of  the  floms 
Seoretarr  in  releasinf;  those  who  have 
heen  released,  but  as  to  whether  those 
who  are  still  prisoners  shoiild  be  released 
Jatt  20,  131 

I  must  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  he 
most  not  discuss  matters  that  might  arise 
upon  the  Amendment  given  notice  of  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  SaUord  /an  20, 134 

The  oheervationH  of  the  hon.  Metnbor  are 
not  pertineait  to  the  Amendment  before 
tbe  House.  The  hon.  Uember  is  not 
entitled  to  discoss  the  general  question  of 
the  mode  of  prceecuting  criminals  in 
Ireland  or  elsewhere   Jan  20,  135 

I  hare  not  hitherto  intermpted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  dealing  with  the  case 
of  the  four  prisonors  released,  because  a 
good  many  observations  had  been  inci- 
dentally made  about  them.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, the  right  hon,  Qentleman  will  not 
further  argue  their  case  upon  an  Amend- 
ment which  does  not  reaUy  raise  it 
Jan  20,  147 

The  whole  of  this  discnsuon  on  the  case  of 
Bell  IB  fordgn  to  the  question  before  the 
House.  An  hob.  Member  referred  to  the 
case  of  Bell,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
arguing  the  merits  of  the  case,  but 
mwely  as  an  illustration.  To  that  there 
was  no  objection,  and,  the  matter  having 
been  referred  to,  the  Home  Secretary 
thought  it  right  to  give  an  explanation 
of  what  was  stated  by  that  hon.  Member. 
The  question  of  the  prosecution  of  this 
man  has  really  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  before  the  House   Jan  20,  1S3 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member  is  really 
going  too  for  in  entering  upon  these 
matters.  They  do  not  apply  at  all  to  the 
question  of  the  Amendment   Jan  21,  227 

The  hon.  Member  is  a  long  way  from  tho 
Amendment,  which  deals  with  the  fall  in 
the  value  of  agricultural  produce  and  tho 
remedies  proposed    Jan  21,  239 

The  question  of  Irish  tax»tion  does  not 
arise  in  the  Amendment.  It  has  been 
reserved  for  discussion  on  another  day 
Jan  21,  246 

The  hon.  Qentleman  is  now  discussing  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  with  reference 
to  the  existing  famine  aqd  plague  in 
India.  That  is  not  raised  in  the  Amend- 
ment.  The  Amendment  only  deals  with 
the  predispomng  causes  of  the  famine  and 
plague   Jan  26,  548 

These  personal  queetioiu  are  a  long  way 
frcna  Uie  Amendment  before  us  Jan  26, 
630 

The  policy  of  Lord  Beaconsfield  in  the  East 
is  not  raised  on  this  Motion,  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  sending  of  a 
special  envoy  to  the  Turkish  Government 
Jan  26,  584 

It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Speaker  Peel 
•aid  there  it  was  not  a  queetioa  of  order. 
]aoreoTer,  he  wai  speakiog  after  the 

ieoHt. 


SPEAKER^  Jfr.— eont. 

RHk»  and  Ot-Jer  of  Debate — eont. 

Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  had  been 
moved,  and  a  Motion  for  the  Adjourn- 
ment had  been  made.  It  was  only  a 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  he  ought  to 
consider  that  Motion  as  an  abuse  of  the 
Rules  of  the  House.  The  time  for  raiaing 
such  a  point  has  not  yet  come  Jan  27, 
646 

I  cannot  put  that  Sfotion,  oon«degriiig  that 
the  discussion  has  not  lasted  an  hoar,  and 

that  the  Bill  only  came  fnmi  the  printers 
after  the  hour  when  the  House  met 
Jan  27,  658 

I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to 
conclude  his  speech  without  so  many 
colloquies  across  the  flow  of  the  Hoose 
Jan  28.  746 

An  Amendment  of  which  notice  must  he 
given  can  only  bo  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  put  it  down    Jan  29,  823 

The  hon.  Member  is  entitled  to  use  the 
aigiiment  that  he  objects  to  this  Vote 
because  nothing  has  been  said  about  an 
equivalent  grant  for  Scotland,  but  be 
cannot  go  beyond  that   Feb  4,  1343 

The  hon.  Member  cannot  enter  upon  the 
general  question  of  the  financiiil  idatioiH 
feb  4,  1410 

The  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken  two  o1>}«t> 
tions.  The  first  is  as  to  tho  description 
of  the  Vote  on  the  Paper.  The  Vote  is, 
in  fact,  a  A'ote  for  the  Hcrvice  of  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1897,  supplemental 
or  additional  to  those  Votes  which  have 
been  already  dealt  with  for  that  year, 
and  that  it  is  so  sufficiently  appears  on 
the  Paper.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
that  if  this,  instead  of  being  an  additional 
Estimate,  formed  part  of  the  original 
Estimates,  it  would  appear  upon  the  Cinl 
Service  P^timatea.  As  reguds  the  eog- 
gestion  that  it  is  a  new  matter  altogether, 
and  should  be  dealt  with  as  a  separate 
and  original,  and  not  supplemental.  Vote, 
plenty'  of  cases  are  to  be  found  in  which 
additional  Estimates  of  this  kind  have 
been  voted  by  the  House  upon  notices 
similar  to  this.  In  March  1895  there  was 
a  grant  in  aid  for  Cyprus — a  matter  upon 
which  thero  had  been  no  previous  oppor- 
tunity of  discussion  upm  the  Estimates. 
That  was  brought  on  in  Marrh  as  an 
additional  Estimate  just  aa  this  is  broaaht 
on  here.  Therefore,  as  regards  that  part 
of  the  hon.  Member's  contention  th^ 
matter  is  perfectly  in  order.  As  regards 
the  other  point,  that  there  should  be  a 
Motion  that  I  now  leave  tho  Chair,  with 
opportunity  for  Debate  before  I  leave 
the  Chair,  I  think  that  objectioo  also 
is  ^undless.  The  Ktanding  Ord«r  56, 
to  which  the  h<m.  Member  refers,  ex* 
juressly  says  that,  "  Whenever  Committee 
of  Supply  stands  as  an  Order  of  the  Dny 
on  Monday  or  Thursday,"  or  now,  undw 
the  Sessional  Order,  on  }>iday,  *-lIr, 
Speaker  shall  leave  the  Chair 'withoet 
question  put"  To-day,  Conunitlefl  cf 
Supply  is  an  Order  of  the  Day,  and 


Digitized  by 


Googlcf-*- 


Bpa] 


{SESSION    1897  } 

Vol.  45 


[Bid 


SPEAKER^  afiv-oont 

ffwfoi  mtd  Order  0/  Debate — cont. 

thenfore  the  Standing  Order  compels  mo 
to  leave  the  Chair  withotit  question  put. 
The  ipvariable  practice  has  been,  that 
when  the  Motion  has  been  carried  "  That 
llr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair," 
upon  ^t  going  into  tho  I-^stimates,  any 
additional  or  supplementary  Vote  in 
Committee  of  Supply  afterwards  for  a 
further  expenditure  in  that  year,  is  put 
to  the  Committee  vithout  the  queabon 
being  put  that  I  leave  the  Chair.  There- 
fore I  think  that  the  notice  ani  procedure 
are  quite  in  order,  and  I  shall  now  leave 
the  Chair  without  putting  any  qoeetion 
Feb  b,  1438 
As  some  filembers  aj>prar  to  object  to  my 
leaving  the  Chair,  it  is  denraUe  that  I 
should  explain  why  it  is  not  competent 
for  them  to  do  so.  Standing  Order 
Xo.  61  compels  me  to  leave  the  Chair, 
on  the  Order  for  the  Committee  being 
road,  unleiss  there  is  a  Notice  of  Instruc- 
tion on  the  Paper.  'Iliere  are  two  Notices 
of  Instruction  on  tho  Paper,  but  these 
being  Instructions  that  are  not  valid 
I  nmy — in  accordance  with  prerions  and, 
if  I  may  respectfully  say  ho,  correct 
ruling  from  the  Chair — trtsat  them  as 
nullities  and  step  out  of  the  Chair  at 
once.  But  the  more  usual  and  con- 
venient course  is  that  I  xhould  first 
make  a  etatement  as  to  the  reaaone  why 
they  are  not  valid  Instructions.  There- 
fore, I  will  say  that  the  Imitruction  of 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Cuithnesa  is  out  of 
order,  in  the  first  place  because  it  is  a 
mandatory  injunction  to  a  Conunittee  of 
the  Whole  House,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  becanse  the  subject-matter  of  it 
may  be  dealt  with  by  way  of  Amend- 
ment. The  Instniction  of  the  hon,- and 
gallant  ^lemher  for  Torquay  is  bad,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  women's  votes, 
Waosc  it  may  be  made  the  subject  of 
an  Amendment ;  and  in  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  taking  away  men's  votes  it  is  bad  as 
Iwing  outside  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  Both 
Instructions  are  bad,  and  that  being  ho, 
under  the  provisions  of  Standing  Order 
No.  lil,  I  am  obliged  to  leavetho  Chair 
forthwith   I>b  8,  1S38 

Mlscellaneoua  Jltdiiiffs 

J'ln  20,  131,  13.>,  17-2;  J'ln  Ul,  l!i!>,  '226, 
'.'■IG  ;  Ji't  22.  290,  Hfu  :  Jan  2.>,  37!),  394, 
31)j,  401,  430,  4.>7,  4S8;  Jun  26,  492, 
SO.'i,  567,  JiaO ;  Jan  27,  616,  619,  644 ; 
Jan  28,  681,  739 ;  Jan  29,  »23,  830 ;  Feb  3, 
1195,1196, 1109,  1231 :  />64,I280, 1289, 
1301,  1366,  1380,  1385,  1409,  1416; 
/>«5, 1423;  Feb  8, 1561,  1562, 1565, 1611, 
1611 


Spicer,  Mr.  A.,  Monmouth  Borouglu 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sistor  Bill, 

Intro.  Jan  22,  297 
Volantary  Schoola  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  988 


Stanhope,  Hon.  P.  J.,  SumUy 
Supplv  :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  OoTemment 

Feb'5,  1510,  1612 
Turkish  Loans  Jati  29,  799 

STANLEY,  Lord  (Lord  Cominissioner 
of  the  Treasury),  Zofietu&trv,  S.E.t 

Wesihougfiton 

House  of   Commons,   Sale  of  Intoxicants 
Feb  5,  H34 


Stanley,  Mr.  H.  M.,  LambeOi,  N. 
£798,802  for  £^ 
1487,  1488,  1489 


Supply  :  £798,802  for  Egyptian  Ctovemment 
FebS, 


Stationery  OJiee  (Fmiiemientary  Print- 
inff) 

CopieB  Pros,  of  Four  Contiacte  (r.)  Feb  I,  899 

Steam  Engines  and  BoUeri  (Penoni  in 

ChoFee)  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  Samucd ;  Read  1**  /«»  22,  294 

Stephens,  Mr.  H.  C,  Middleaex^  Honiseff 
Cemeteries  Bating  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  296 

Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Suffulkt  Bye 

I'oliticnl  Prisoners,  Turkey  Jan  22,  276 
Queen's  Speech  Jim  19,  101 
SjTia  and  Macedonia  Jan  22,  276 

Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.,  Bart.,  Kirkcud- 
brightshire 


Alien  Pauper  Lunatic,  Scotland  Jan  28,  685 
I's  Toi 

924 


Khama's  Territory,  Liquor  Licences  Feb  1, 


Public  Health  (Scotland)  Bill.  2R.  f'^i  S,  1525 
Queen's  Speech  Jat4  26,  57^.  576 
Teind  Court  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22, 
299 

Stone,  Sir  J.  B.,  Bart.,  JUrmimjham,  E, 
Unlawful  Possession  Bill,  Intro.  Jait  22,  302 ; 
2R.  Jan  26,  598  ;  Jan  29,  877 

Stoppayuft  in  the  Streeia 

Order  to  Prevent,  Renewed  (/.)  Juh  19,  36 

Straciiev,  Mr.  E.,  Somerset,  S. 

Queen's  Speech,  Jan  25,  457;  Jm  26,  5.>4 
Itating  of  Machinery  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  297 

Street  Hoises  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  Badcliffe  Cooke  ;  Bead  1"  Jan  22, 
297 

Soooeuion  (Sootland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  T.  Shaw ;  Bead  1«  Feb  3,  1340 

Sullivan,  Mr.  T.      Donegal,  W. 

Distress,  West  Donegal  Jan  22,  282  ;  Jan  26, 
504 

Queen's  Speech  fan  20, 154 
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Sunday  Closmg:  (Wales)  Aot  (XBSV 
Amendment  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts ;  Beadlo/«»22,  303 

2R.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts,  645,  646,  652 ;  Mr. 
"W.  J.  Galloway,  645 ;  [Mr.  Speaker,  646, 
668  ;]  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  651  ;  Mr.  J.  M. 
Maclean,  651,  662 ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Howell,  666, 
658  ;  Mr.  W.  Johiuton.  658   Jan  27 

STTPPLY 

Army  and  Navy  £$tinuUe«  (see  under 
those  Tides) 

■  CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEFARTUENTS 

SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATEfj,  1896-97 

£798,802  fi/r  Eyyptian  Government, 
Grant  in  A  id 
In  Com.,  Sir  M.  Hicks  lieach,  1439,  1445, 
1447,  1452,  1466,  1467,  1468,  1478,  1479, 
1482,  1605,  1606,  1512,  1618;  Mr.  H. 
Labouchere,  1445,  1447,  1480,  1481, 
1482;  Mr.  J.  Morlev,  1449,  1452,  1465, 
147 "»,  1488,  1489;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
1455,  1516;  Kir  C.  Uilkc,  1458,  1461, 
1463,  1473;  Sir  E.  Aflhrnead-Bartlett, 
1461,  1462,  1463,  1479  ;  Sir  W.  Harcourt, 
1465,  1466,  1467,  1468,  1473,  1476,  1505, 
1518;  Mr.  Curzon,  1468,  1473,  1475. 
1480;  Mr.  L.  Courtnev,  1476,  1478, 1479, 
1514:  Mr.  Ai-nold-Forster,  148t;  Mr. 
H.  M.  Stanley,  1487.  1488.  1489;  Mr. 
Vesev  Knox,  [A/ncudt.)  1489  ;  [Chairman, 
1489';]  {IHt'inoM,  UU) :  Mr.  Munro 
Fe^puon,  1495:  Mr.  W.  E.  T.  Sharpe, 
1497 ;  Mr.  W.  A.  McArtlmr,  1498,  1499 ; 
Mr.  M.  Daritt,  1499;  Admiral  Field, 
1500;  ilr.  J.  Dillon,  1502,  1505,  1506; 
Mr.  R.  Pierpoint,  1507;  Mr.  P.  J. 
Stanhope,  1610,  1612;  Captain  Bethell, 
1512,  1514;  Mr.  Bryn  Robertiw  1516: 
Mr.  T.  Lough,  1517 ;  (IHfwiW/1620)  ; 
Vote  Agreed  to,  1520  Feb  5 
Roso.  Rep.  and  Agreed  to      8, 16S7 

Sujjply 

Reno,  and  Order  (c)  Jan  26,  998 

Sorreyors  (Coon^  Dublin)  Bill 

c  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  J.  C^cy ;  Read  1*  Jan  25, 488 

Talbot,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  Univenity 
'Weak-minded  and  Imbecile  Children  Feb  4, 
1296 

Tasnkb,  Dr.  C.  K.  D.,  Cork  County^  Mid 
British  South  Africa  Committee  Jan  29,  823 
liusinesa  of  the  Houbc  Jan  28,  780 
Kycrea  Abbey,  Cork  Jan  28,  682 
Slilitary  Worka  BiU  Feb  1,  1024 
Public  Works,  Ireland  Jan  28,  681 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  20, 154 
Kailwaye,  Mid  Cork  Jan  28,  683 

Taseaiion  on  derioal  Ineomea 

Mr.  L.  Uardy  {Xotiae  of  Motiwt)  Feb  2, 1033 


Teind  Court  (Scotland)  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Sir  M.  Stewart;  Read  1°  Jau  22,  299 

Tenant  Bight  in  Towoi  drelaad)  BiU 

c.  Intro..  Mr.  W.  Field  ;  Read  1"  /wi  27,  660 

Thomas,  Mr.  Alfred,  Glamorgan^  £. 
National  Mnseom,  Wales  Jan  26,  489 

Thomas,  Mr.  David  A.,  Merihyr  TydvU 
Coal  Shipments  Jm  26,  496 

Thomwon'fl  IKvorea  BiU 

/.  Read  !•  Feb  1,  885 

Thorburn,  Mr.  W.,  Peeblea  ani  Selkirk 
Equivalent  Grant,  Scotland  Feb  2, 1054 

Thornton,  Mr.  Pehcy  M.,  Vlaphatn 
Vehicles  (LightH)  Bill,  Intro.  Jau  22,  298 
Wreck,  Indian  Troopship  Warrtn  Umttimg* 
Jan  25,  384 

Tomlinson,  Mr.  W.  E,  M.,  Preston 
liailway  Maps  Jan  29,  789 
Telegraph  Cable,  West  Indiea  Feb  I,  917 
Unhi^nl  Poesesfflon  Bill,  2R.  Jan  29,  878 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1, 1019 

tbade.  boabb  of 

President— Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie 
Secretory— Karl  of  Duulxv 
Alien  Immigration,  Q».  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  [Mr. 

Spealrar ;]  A».  Mr.  Ritchie  /sm  36,  492 
Attoeiatimie  of  JFofkmen,  Gmtratit,  Q.  Ur. 
E.  H.  Pickeragill ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  5, 
1433 

British  Trade  and  F<»-eif/n  Competition^  Q.  for 

H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  29,  884 
Coni  ShipiHmtK,  Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr. 

Ritchie  Jan  26,  496 
CoUiriont  at  Sea,   yew  R^iilatiotu,    Q.  Mr. 

Gibson  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Jam  29, 

795 

Colour-blind    Test»,   Sailon,    Qt.    Mr.  W. 
Ambrose,  Mr.  G.  W.  WoUT;  A:  Ur. 
Ritchie  Feb  1,  907 
Companie*'  Limited   Liabililg   Aet*,  Q.  Mr. 

James  Roche ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie       1.  922 
Corn  Salet,  Q.  Mr.  R.  J.  Mote ;  A.  Mr.  Bitdiie 
Feb  4,  1297 

DmnCe  Roek  Lightuhip,  Q«.  Capt  Donelan, 3[r. 
AV.  Field ;  A».  Mr.  Akers-Donglas  Jm  SI. 
181.  Q«.  Mr.  M.HealT,  Mr.  T.  Harrington; 
At.  Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  22,  273.  Q*.  Mr. 
M.  Healy,  Captain  Donelan ;  A:  Mr. 
Ritchie  Jan  25,  406.  Qm.  Mr.  W.  Field. 
Captain  Donelan ;  A:  Mr.  Ritchie  Jm  28, 
672 

EUetrie  Meteri,  Q.  Mr.  T.  Lough;  A.  Mr. 

Ritchie  Jan  22,  270 
Fithguard  Bay  RttUicay,  Q.  Mr.  Bees  Dsnsi : 

A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  25,  389 
ForeiffH  I'Tuon-made  Goods,  Qn.  Sir  H.  Vincent ; 

As.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  8.  1534 
Gas  Meten,  Q.  Vx.  T.  Long^;  A.  Ur.BUdus 
Jan  22,  271 
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Great  yorthern  Sailwat/  Compmy  of  Ireland, 

Qs.  iis.  X>.  Macaleeee,  Mr.  W.  Johnston ; 

A$.  Mr.   Ritchie  Feb  1,  911.    Q».  Mr. 

J.  Daly  ;  M.  Mr.  Kitchie  Fth  2,  1047 
JmM  LifM»  Board,  Q.  Mr.  W,  Field ;  A.  Mr, 

AkOTB-Donglas  Jan  21,  190.    Q«.  Mr.  W. 

Field ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;]  As.  Mr.  J.  Atkinson, 

Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  22, 290.    Q.  Mr.  AV.  Field ; 

A.  Mr.  Bitchie  /<m  29,  786.    Q».  Mr.  J.  P. 

Faixell,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  As.  Mr.  Kitchie 

Feb  1,  915 

LohouT  Department,  Loetil  Corretpondenee,  Q. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Marka ;  A.  Mr.  Bitchie  Fei  1, 

922 
Lighthotae 

Keeptrt,  Q».  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill,  General 
Leorie  ;  At.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  2,  1064 

S^timpen  Head,  Itland  of  Lncii,  Q.  Mr.  J,  G. 
Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Kitchie  Feb  2,  1048 
Ligktthip,  Damift  Soek,  Q>.  Captain  Donelan, 

Mr.  W.  Field;  A:  Mr.  XkOTs-Donglas 

Jan  21,  181.    Q».  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  T. 

Harrington  ;  As.  Mr.  Ritchie  J»h  22,  273. 

f^*.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  Captain  Donelan;  An. 

Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  25,  405    Q».  Mr.  W.  Field, 

Captain  Donelan ;  Ai.  Mr.  Kitchie  Jan  28, 

672 

Mircantile  Marine 

Clastifieafioii,    Q.   Sir   C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie  ^i-fi  1,  919 

I.os»  of  Life  at  Sea,  Q»,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr. 
J.  Havelock  Wilson :  [Mr.  Speaker ;]  A: 
Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  4,  1300 
Merehandue  Marks  Aet,  Q.  Sir  A.  K.  BoUit ; 

A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  28,  677 
Mtirie  Sgatfm,  Q.  Mr.  A.  J.  Mnndella ;  A.  Mr. 

Kitdiie  Feb  4, 1276 
Metropolitan  Railtcay,  Venf  'xialioit,  Q.  Mr.  J.  O. 

Weir ;  A.  Jlr.  Ritchie  Feb  4,  1276 
Oil  Lamp  Aecidentu,      Captain  Donolan ;  A. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Itidlov  Jan  29,  793 
Fatented  Inreutwn;  Q.  Mr.  W.  O'Malley  ;  A. 

Mr.  Bitchie       1,  014 
T^nrhyn^t  (Lord)  Qirairiet,  Q».  Mr.  J.  Lowther, 

Sir.    Bromley   Davonport,    Mr,  Gibeon 

Bowles;  [Mr.  Speaker;]  A».  Mr.  Bitchie 

F*b  2,  1058 
^ilieaya 

Conneetiont,  Ireland^  Q.  Sir  T.  G.  Esmonde ; 

A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Jan  26,  381 
Fixhnvarri  Bay,  Q.  Mr.  Rees  Daviee ;  A.  Mr. 

Ritchie  Jan  -Zh,  389 
Great  Xoilhern  Compan;/  of  Ireland,  Q».  Mr. 

D.  Macaleeae,  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  At.  Mr. 

Ritchie  Feb  1,911.   Q».  Mr.  J.Daly  ;  At. 

Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  2,  1047 
Maps,  Q.  Mr.  TomUnson ;  A.  Mr.  Bitchie 

/ffN  29,  789 
Metropolitan,  VeHtilatitn,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Weir ; 

A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  4, 1276 
Satei,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Tuite;  Mr. 

Ritchie  Jan  29,  797 
Itoi/al  Canal  Harbour,  Lm^ord,  Q.  Jlr.  J.  V. 

VurreW  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  4,  1275 
SoMthirold,  Damaye  by  Galet,  Q.  Mr.  H.  S. 

Foeter;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  4,  1303 
Tinmpan  Head  Liyhthoiite,  Itland  of  Lricit, 
Q.  Sir.  J.  G.  Weir;  .1.  Mr.  Ritchie  Feb  2, 
1048 

rnifieatioH  of  Time  at  Sea,  Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hogan ; 
A.  Mr.  Macartney  Jm  21, 181 


TBEASUBT 

First  Lord— Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 
Patronage  Secretary — Sir  W.  H.  Walrond 
l-'inancial  Secretary— Mr.  R.  W.  Hanbitby 
Lords  CommiseionerB — Mr.  H.T.  AysTRUTBBR; 
Mr.  W.  H.  FisHBH :  Ix)rd  Stanlbv 

Tmck  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

c.  Intro.,  Mr.  H.  Broadhnist ;  Read  !«  Feb  3, 

1239 

Tnuts  (Scotland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  Graham  Morray  :  Bead  1"  Feb  4, 

1314 

Tdite,  Mr.  James,  Westmeath,  iV'. 
Railway  Rates,  Ireland  Jatt  29,  797 
Koyal  Canal,  Ir^and  Jatt  29,  790 

TuLLY,  Mr.  Jasper,  LeUrim,  S. 

Army  Pension :  Kelly  (John)  Jan  28,  680 
Crimean  Veteran:  Brennan  (John)  Jan  28 
680 

Mullingar  Union,  Medicine  Contract  Jan  20, 
502 

Postal  Arrangemente,  South  Leitrim  Jan  26, 
502 

Queen's  Speech  Jan  20,  132 ;  Jan  21,  233 
River  Sock  Drainage  Jan  26,  399 
Tolq^ph  Service,  Ireland,  Jan  22,  283 

VniTenity  Education  (Inland)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mr.  J.  J.  Clancy ;  Read  l**  Jan  22 
301 

TTnlawfol  Fosseision  Bill 

e.  Intro..  Sir  J.  B.  Stone  ;  Read  1"  Jan  22,  302 
2R.,  Sir  J.  B.  Stone,  598  ;  ilr.  T.  JI.  Healy, 

698    Jan  26 
Dehate  Reeumod :  Mr.  S.  T.  Kvans,  876  :  Sir 

J.  B.  Stone,  877;  Mr.  Kees  Daviee,  877; 

Sir  R.  Wehster,  878  ;  Mr.  Tomlinson,  878  ; 

Mr.  T.  Lough,  878:  Mr.  R.  McKennn, 

879  ;  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh,  879,  880,  881  ; 

Sir.  H.  V.  Duncomhe,  879  :  Mr.  J.  F. 

Flannon,',  881 ;  Sir.  J.  W.  Maclure,  881  ; 

[Adj.  881)    Jan  29 

Vacchiatimi 
Lttwt,  Q.  General  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  H.  Chaplin 
Feb  8, 1540 

Medical  Offieers,  Q.  Sir  B.  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr 

H.  Chaplin  Feb  2,  1043 
O^cctV  Fees,  Q.  Mr.  L.  R.  Holland ;  A.  Mr.  H. 

Chaplin  Feb  1,  923 
I'rowcHtmis,  Qt.  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  Mr.  T. 

Lough;  A*.  Sir.  T.  W.  RuBsell  Jati  21,  192 
Ruyal  Commiiaion  Report,  Qs.  Mr.  T.  Baylcy, 

Dr.  Fiirquhareon  ;  As.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

Jan  26,  493.     Q.  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan;  A. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RuBseU  Jan  28, 677 

Vehicles  (Lights)  Bill 

r.  Intro.,  Mr.  P.  M.  Thornton ;  Bead  1**  Jan  22, 
298 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vin] 


{INDEX} 

Vol  45 


Vincent,  Colonel  Sir  C.  E.  Howabd, 
Sheffield^  Central 
Alien  Imniitrration  Juh  26,  4S2 
Aliens  Hill,  Intru.  Jan  22,  304 
A)>poiotmcnt  of  Nev  Commercial  Attach68 
J<iii  2.j,  377 

Armv   j-^timatps :   £255,300   for  Volunteer 
Corpe  Capitation  Grant,  etc.  (Supplemen- 
tary) Jan  29,  844,  845 
Bl-itifih    Trade  and    Foreign  Competition 

Junr  29,  884 
Contract*  with  ForcignerH  feh  4,  1270 
Foreijfn  rrison-made  tloodfl  />A  8,  1534 
McrohandiBo  MurkB  Act  (1887)  Amendment 
liill,  Intro.  Jaii  22.  302 ;  2R.  Juh  27,  602, 
004,  608, 61 1,  616,  .618,  620,  632,  640,  641. 
642 

Trade  with  Itritiith  Coloniea  Jtm  26,  496 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  1028 
Working  Men'a  DvelUngfi  Bill,  Intro.  J«h  22, 
303 

Voluntitri/  Schools  (Aid  Grant,  etc.) 

In  Com..  Mr.  A.  .1.  Balfour,  {.\fo(iw)  926.  937, 
938,  947,  »4H.  949,  9M,  967,  1002  ;  Mr.  L. 
Courtncv,  936,  971  ;  Mr.  G.  C.  T.  Hartley, 
937, 5184";  Mr.  J.  Dillon,  938  ;  Mr.  A.  H.  D. 
ArlrtHfl.  914,  lt47,  948.  940,  952,  963.  956  ; 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Iteach,  952  ;  Mr.  R.  C.  Jebb, 
D.VJ;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  9fi5,  967  ;  Mr.  f.  A. 
Ciijim,  974  ;  Mr.  C.  Morley,  979  ;  Major! 
Itawh,  981  :  Mr.  R.  W.  Perks,  981  ;  Mr.  j 
A.  Spicor,  988 :  Mr.  G.  Dixon,  99:j ;  Sir  ' 
R  K.  Powell,  996 ;  Bir  J.  F.  Leew,  999  ;  Kir 
J.Tiubbock,  1000,  1002;  Mr.  J.  H.  YoxaU, 
1003;  Mr.  A.  HopkinBon,1007  ;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Williams,  1008;  Mr.  H.  Hobhouee,  1010; 
Mr.  IJrvn  Koberte,  1012  ;  Mr.E.  Gray,  1014. 
1019;  Mr.  Tomlinson,  1019;  [Chairman, 
1019]    Feh  1 

On  Motion  for  Adjournment  :  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, 1027.  1028 ;  Sir  H.  Vincent,  1028 ;  , 
ilr.  T.  l^ugh,  1028 ;   Sir  W.  Harcourt, 
1028    Feb  1 

l^rocL-dence  for  tho  Mucation  UcBolulion  :  Mr. 
K.  .1.  C.  Morton,  1068  ;  Jlr.  A.  J.  Iklfour; 
lOfiS,  lOfifl,  107-',  1075;  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  1068, 
106S1  ;  Mv.  II.  IjHbouchpre,  1070 ;  Mr- 
K.  Lnwrencc.  1070 ;  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  1070 ; 
Mr.  II.  Bro^dhnrst.  1073 ;  Mr.  T.  Ix)ugh, 
1074:  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir,  1075;  [Dieitlom, 
1076,  10791    Frh  2 

In  Coni.,  DeWtc  Resumed  :  Mr.  E.  firay,  10S4 ; 
Mr.  I).  F.  GiHldard,  1087:  Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyke,  1089:    Sir  II.  Fowler.  1098,  1099, 

1100,  1101,  1102,1106;  Mr.  A.J.  Balfour, 
1099,  1100,  1101,  1106,  1160,  1152,  1153,  i 

1101,  U71;  SirR.B.  Finlay,  1111,  1112  :  I 
Sir  W.  Harcourt,  1112,  1154,  1155;  Mr. 
Hinnnhrt'vs-Ower,  1121;  Sir  A.  K.  lioUit, 
1124;  Mr.  J.  Dillon,  1128,  1129;  Sir  M. 
Hicks  Bwich,  1129;  Sir  ,).  II.  Kennnway, 
1136;  ilr.  S.  Buxton,  1139;  Mr.  Liicaa- 
Shrtdwell.  1142  ;  Mr.  A.  Birrell,  1143,  1144; 
Sir  F.  S.  Powell,  1143;  Mr.  I).  Lloyd- 
George,  {Auiemtt.)  1149;  Mr.  T.  Lough, 
ILW,  1151;  [ChHinniin,  1151,  1155,  1161, 
II(i2;]  Mr.  H.  H.  Asquith,  1151,  1152; 
{/iiritioi',  1158) ;  Mr.  Swift  MacXeill, 
1101  ;  (7Ju'i*tOTM,  1164,  1167);  {Reno,  to  be 
lOp.,  1171);  Mr.  A.  H.  D.  Acland,  1171 
Ffb  2 

\eoHt.  t 


Volvutar^  SekooU  (Aid  GraMt,  cent 

Rceo.  Sep.:  Mr.  H.  H.  Asquith,  1315,  1319; 
SirW.  Hart  Dyke,  1319  ;  Mr.  A.  J. Balfour, 
1324,  1337,  1347,  1378,  1380.  1394,  1415; 
Sir  \V.  Harcourt,  1337,  1382.  1385,  1391, 
1392,  1394,  1399,  1402,  1403,1404,  UOB; 
Mr.  R.  B.  Haldane,  1338,  1343;  [Mr. 
Speaker,  1343,  1366,  1380,  1385,  HW, 
1410,  1416  ;]  Colonel  Williams,  1344:  Mr. 
S.  T.  Evans,  1347,  1348  ;  Mr.  B.  L.  Cohen, 
1351  ;  Mr.  F.  A.  Chanuing.  1353 ;  Mr. 
J.  H.  Johnstone,  1359  ;  Mr.  H.  Broadhursl, 
1302,  1363  ;  Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  1363  ;  Mr.  (i. 
I>rage,  1365.  1366:  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson, 
1367;  Mr.  T.  P.  Whittaker.  1369;  Mr. 
H.  S.  Foster,  1372 ;  Mr.  E.  Bobertaon,  1376, 
1378;  Mr.  J.  A.  Pcmc,  1379, 1380:  Mr.J. 
(Imraberlain,  138.5,  1392,  1401,  1402, 1403. 
1404,  1408  ;  Mr.  (J.  C.  T.  Bartlev,  1391: 
Mr.  J.  Dillon,  1399;  Mr.  J.  McLood,  1409, 
1410:  (AiMiwi.  1412)  Fgbi 

Rcso.  Agreed  to  Feb  4,  1412 

Toltmtary  Schools  Bill 

c  Intro,  and  Read  1"  Feb  4,  1415 
On  Motion  for  Adjournment :  Mr.  T.  I/)opii. 
1640  ;  Mr.  G.'C.  T.  Hartley,  1640 ;  Mr.  A.J. 
Balfour,  1640  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Williami,  l«fl 

Feb  8 

WALES 

Fixhgiinrd  Sai/  Raifurtt'/,  Q.  Mr.  Rces  Dim'. 

.Mr.  Ritchie  Jau  25.  389 
Howeirx  Vharitij,  Q/.  Mr.  Huraphrc)>-0»«1 : 

Ak  Sir  J.  (Jorst  Jan  26,  493  ;  Feb  4, 1304 
Fair  kiln's  (Lord)  Q'tatrieg,  Q».  Mr.  J.  Lowtim. 

Mr."   Bivmley    Dawnport.    Mr.  Oilw* 

Bowles ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;]  A:  Mr.  £itchie 

m 2,  1058 

(For  Debate  see  that  TiUe) 
Siraiiiva  Pout  Office,  Q.  Mr.  Brynmor  Jaw; 
A.  Mr.  Hanbury  Feb  4, 1273 

Wallace,  Mr.  Robert,  l^erth 
I^e-Metford  Bifles  Jm  26,  495 

WALROND,  Sir  WILLIAM  H- 
Bart.  (Patronage  Secretary  to  ilie 
Treasury),  Devon,  2'iverton 
Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Boonw,  Hotwol 
Commons  Committee  Jan  29,  882 

Wanklyn,  Mr.  Jases  liBSLiK^  BrofijonK 
Central 

Local  Anthorities  Officers'  Sttperaniiii»ti«i 
BUI,  Intro  Jan  25,  488 

Wastage,  Lord 

Army,  Increase  of  Strength  Feb  4,  1257 

Waring,  Colonel  T.,  Down  County 
Illegal  TrawUng,   Irish  Coast  Fth  1,  91': 

Feb  2,  1036 
Parliamentary    Franchise    (ExtCTSwa  e 

Women)  Bill,  2R.  Fttt  3,  1214 

Warner,  Mr.  T.  Courtehat  T.,  SUtgif^- 
shire,  Lichfield 
MiUtary  Forces  (MaintsoaDoe]  WA  8, 1622 


Digitized  by 


Google 


War] 


{SESSION  1897} 

ni.  45. 


[WU 


WAR  OFFICE 

f?ecFetary  of  State — Marquess  of  Lanbdowxe 
Under  Secretary  of  State— Ifr.  Brodrick 
Financial  Secretary — ilr.  J.  Powell- Williams 

(See  AiufT} 

"Wasr,  Mr.  AuQUSTua  F.,  Liverpool, 
East  Toxtetk 
Queen's  Speech  Jatt  25,  483 

WATS  AVB  KEAH8 

Besolved : 

'Iliat  thia  House  will,  to-morrow,  reaoWe 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  conader  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  for  raising  tlie  Supply 
to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  Jan  26, 
598 

Eaate  DHty,  Settled  Pi-opertff,  Q.  Captain 
Pretyman  ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  Feb  8, 
1547 

Iiiroinr  T"X  on  Unpaid  SipidfndSy  Q*.  Mr. 
G.  C.  T.  BarUey ;  Ai.  Sir  U.  Hicks  Beach 
Fib  8,  1560 

XaHd  Tar,  Q.  Mr.  A.  F.  Jeffreys;  A.  ^  M. 

Hicks  Beach  Jau  29,  786 
£iem»inff  Laic»  Commitnon,   Q.  Mr.'  F.  A. 

Channing;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  Jan  25, 

408 

Sdtiritort'  Lieeiiee  Duti/,  Ireland,  Q.  Mr.  F.  A. 
O'Keeffe;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach /««  26, 
495 

Taxalimi,  Ireland^  Q*.  Jlr.  A.  F.  Jeffreys,  Mr. 
A.  O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  Lough ;  [Mr.  Speaker ;] 
A$.  Sir  M.  Hicl»  Beach  Jan  25,  378 

Webster,  Mr.  R.  G.,  St.  Pancras^  E. 
MilitaiT  Forces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8,  1624 
Naval  rensions  Jan  26,  512 
Queen's  Speech  Ja»  26,  560 
Royal  Naval  Beserre  Jm  26,  609 

WEBSTER,  Sir  RICHARD  E. 
(Attorney  General),  lah  <^  Wight 
Factory  Accident,  Batley  Feb  8,  1662 
Government  Bills  Jan  19,  41 
Kitchen  and  licfreahment  llooins.  House  of 

Commons  Committee  Jtin  20,  882 
liaw  of  Evidence  (Criminal  Cases]  Bill/rrH  21, 

268  ;  Intro.  Jan  29,  875 
Iiicenaed  Premises  Advertisements  Feb  4,  1310 
Oaths  Act,  Scottish  Form  Feb  2,  10«5 
Sale  of  Intoxicants,  Houses  of  Purliamont 

Jan  21,  198 
Special  CommiBsioner  of  Assize  (Mr.  Darling) 

Ja!i  21,  196,  197 
Unlawful  PoKsession  Bill,  2R.  Jan  29,  878 

Wedderburn,  Sir  W.,  Bart.,  Banffshire 
Indian  Famine  Feb  6, 1431 
Quarantine  Feb  5,  1420 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  22,  856 ;  Jan  26,  {Ammdt.) 
617,  528,  533 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Jiosii  and  Cromarty 

Army  Estimates :  £255,300  for  Volunteer 
Ctnrps,  Capitation  Grant,  etc.  (Supple- 
mentary) Jan  29,  847 

Saliqtore  Harbour  F^  4, 1269 

\eont. 


Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.—eonf. 
Business  of  the  House :  Voluntarv  Schools 

(Aid  Grantl  Feb  2,  1075 
Congested  Districts  [Highlands  and  Islands, 

Scotland)  Bill  Feb  2,  1047 
Crofters  Act  [1886}  Feb  2,  1049 
Crofters'    Holdings    (Scotland)   Act  (1886) 

Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  2,  1083 
Duty  on  Scotch  Herrings  Feb  2,  1039 
Edinburffh   University   Lilmtry  Buildings 

Jan  29,  796 
Elemental?  Schools,  Scotland  Feb  2, 1048 
Har^Knirs 

Balintore  Feb  4,  1269 

Port  Xess  Feb  4,  12G9 
Holyrood  I'alace  Jan  29,  797 
Illegal  'rniwling,   Scotland   Jan   21,    193 ; 

Jan  28,  675,  676 ;  Feb  2,  1036 ;  Feb  4,  1287 
Lee-MetfordBifles,Koyal  Marines  Jan  29,  796 
Metropolitan  Bailway  Ventilation  Feb  4,  1276 
Militar>-  Works  Bill  Ja.i  29,  873 
North  Sea  Convention  Feb  8,  1539 
Port  NesB  Harbour,  Island  of  Lewis  Feb  4, 

1269 

Postal  and  Telegraph  Services,  Revenue  Feb  8, 
1535 

Post  Office  Amendment  Act  (1895)  Feb  2, 1048 
Post  Ofaoe  Savings  Bank  Accounts  Feb  8, 
1534 

Queen's  Speech  Jnti  22,  886,  851 

School   Ijoard   Electorate  (Scotland)  Bill, 

Intro.  Jan  22,  304 
School  Text-books,  Scotland  Feb  8.  1539 
Stomoway  Mail  S^vice  Feb  4,  1275 
Tiompan  Head  Lighthouse  Feb  2, 1048 

Welby,  Colonel  A.  C.  Eahle-,  Taunton 
Military  Forces  (Maintenance)  Feb  8,  1619 
MiUtary  Works  BlU  Jan  20,  871,  872 

Wknlock,  Lord 
Indian  Famine  Feb  1,  897 

Whiteley,  Mr.  George,  Stockport 

Merchandise  Sfarks  Act  (1887)  Amendm^t 

Bill,  2K.  Jan  27,  635 
Rating  of  Machinery  Suspensory  Bill,  Intro. 

JaH  22,  296 

WniTTAKER,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Yorkshire^  W.R.^ 
Spen  Valley 
Liquor  Traffic  I.«cal  Veto  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22, 

296 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

Bill,  2K.  Jan  27,  610,  611 
Shipping  Masten  at  Antwerp  Feb  1,  900 
Voluntary  ikhoola  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  4,  1369 

Williams,  Colonel  Robert,  Dorset,  W. 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant;  Ftb  4,  1344 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  Cabtbll,  ITottingham- 
shire,  Mansjield 
Burial  Fees,  L'lverston  Jan  21,  178,  174 
Cathedral  Maintenance  Jan  21,  198 
Public  Schools,  Heywood  Jan  25,  387 
Voluntary  Schools  (Aid  Grant)  Feb  1,  1008 ; 

Frb%,  1640 
Wimbledon,  Elementary  Schools  Feb  4, 1289 
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WILLIAMS,  Mb.  J.  POWELL-  (Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  War  Office), 
Birmingham^  S. 
Army 

Contracts,  Ireland  Jan  29, 789 

Foreign  Mesi  Supply  /on  31,  182,  183 ; 

JuH  22.  290 ;  /««  25,  406,  407 
Pensions 

Fitzpatrick  (John)  Fet  4,  1280 

Kellv  (John)  Jan  28,  681 
Retired  Pay  f<-h  8, 1564 
Army  EBtitnatos :  £145,000  for  I^y  of  Indian 
Troops  at  Haaldia  (Hupplementaiy)  Feb  6, 
1521 

Barracks  Act  (1890)  Feb  8, 1S4S 
Crimean  Yetraan:  Brennan  (John)  Jan  28, 
680 

Egyptian  Expedition,  Indian  Troops  FiA  4, 
1802 

Enniskillen  Fosiliera,  Enlistment  Feb  5, 1428 
Eulonon 

Cordite,  of,  Woolwich  Arsenal  Feb  8,  1547 

Woolwich,  at  Feb  4,  1313 
Vnmer  Rifle  Range,  Don^al  Feb  8,  1536 
Irish  Militia  Jan  28,  678 
Local  GrOTemioeRt  (Aldershot  and  Farn- 

borough)  Bill,  Intro.  Feb  8,  1639 
Royal  Barracks,  Dublin  Jaii  29,  791 

WiLLOx,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Liverpool,  Everton 
Benefices  Bill,  Intro.  Jan  22,  295 

Wilson,  Mr.  C.  H.,  NuU,  W. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sundays  Bill, 
Intio.  Jtn  22,  296 

Wilson,  Mr.  F.  W.,  Norfolk,  Jfirf 
Hoon  of  Polling,  Metropolis      4, 1312 

Wilson,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Yorkshire,  W.B., 
Holmfirth 
Imputation  of  Drags,  Ceylon  Fib  5, 1433 
Queen's  Speech  Jan  20, 133 ;  Jan  26,  520 

Wilson,  Mr.  John,  Ikvrham^  Mid 
Penrhyn's  (Lord)  Quarries  Jan  28,  747,  753 

Wilson,  Mr.  John,  FaJkirk  Bwgha 

iMiarkshire  Militia  F^  1,  906,  907 
School  Boards,  Scotland  Feb  2, 1044 

Wilson,  Mr.  Joseph  Hatelock,  MiddUa- 
trough 
Loss  of  Life  at  Sea  Feb  4,  1301 
Quean's  Speech  Jan  25,  (Amendt.)  458,  481, 
482,  487 


WiNQFiELD-DiaBT,  Mr.  J.  K.,  Dorset,  If. 
Agricultural  Produce  (Maria)  Bill,  Intro. 
Jan  22,  294 

Wolff,  Mr.  G.  W.,  Bd/aat,  E. 
Colour-blind  Testa,  SaUors  Feb  1,  907.  908 
House  of   Ccmunons,    Members'  SmcAiag 

Accommodation  Feb  4,  1302 
Imposition  of  Fines  on  Workmen  Jmt  25, 

409 

MuBgrave  Street,  Police  Banacki,  Bdfast 

Feb  4,  1307 
Poirhyn's  (Lord)  Qnarriee  Jan  28,  758 

WooDALL,  Mr.  William,  Hardey 
Explouon  at  Woolwich  F^  4,  1313 

WooDHOusE,  Sir  James  T.,  ffudder»j!eld 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  (1887)  Amendment 
Bill,  2R.  Jan  27,  604 

WOODS,  FORESTS,  AND  lAHS 
BKVimUES  OF  THE  CEOWV 

Holynod  Fabiet,  Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Weir;  A.  Vx. 

Akers-Douglas  Jan  29,  797 
Mall,  Condition  of  Road,  Q.  Mr.  C  J.  Sbnk ; 
A.  Mr.  Akera-Douglas  Feb  8,  1540 

WorkinK  Ken's  Dwellings  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  Bead  1*  /m  22,  30S 

Working  Men's  Dwellings  (Vo.  2)  BUI 

e.  Intro.,  Sir  A.  Hickman ;  Read  1°  Feb  4, 1416 
WORKS,  FIRST  COMMISSIONER 

"Six.  A.  AKSBa-DoUOLAB 


Wyndhah,  Mr.  Geobob,  Dover 
Parliamentary    Franchise  (Bxtenaion 

Wcnnen)  BUI,  2S.  Feb  3,  1216 


Young,  Mr.  Samuel,  Camn,  E. 
Ijicensed  Fmnises,  Advertisementa  FA  4, 
1310 

Training  Ship,  BeUaat  Longh  Jan  29,  789 

YoxALL,  Mr.  J.  H.,  KoUingham,  W. 
St.  Andrew's  School,  WiUoden  Feb  2, 104« 
Voluntary  Sohods  (Aid  Oiant)  Feb  1, 1003 


END  OF  VOLUME  XLV.,  AND  FIRST  VOLUME  OF  SESSION  1897. 


PBINTED  BT  WATBBLOW  AND  SONS  LIUITKD,  LONDTjN  WALL,  LONDON. 
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